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CPTTM inaugurates int’l examination centre

Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han (second from right), Macau
Productivity and Technology Transfer Centre (CPTTM) Chairman Eric Yeung Tsun
Man (right) and other representatives attend yesterday’s opening ceremony for

the International & Professional Examination Centre at the World Trade Centre Macau

(WTCM) in Nape.

Ida Cheong

In alignment with the government’s talent
cultivation policy and efforts to attract more
professional training and international certifi-
cation exams to Macau, the Macau Productiv-
ity and Technology Transfer Centre (CPTTM)
inaugurated its International and Professional
Examination Centre yesterday.

The opening ceremony for the newly
established centre took place on the third floor
of the World Trade Centre Macau (WTCM)
in Nape yesterday. The centre features
independent registration and testing rooms.

According to a CPTTM statement yester-
day, the centre is equipped with “rigorous
examination management systems recognised
by authoritative international bodies”, alongside

This photo taken yesterday shows one of the International and Professional
Examination Centre’s well-equipped examination rooms.

- Photos: Ida Cheong

advanced computer hardware and software,
providing comprehensive venues and techni-
cal support for various professional and inter-
national certification exams.

The statement added that over 30 interna-
tional, national, and regional certification
examination programmes have established test-
ing sites in Macau, spanning fields such as infor-
mation technology (IT), finance, accounting,
business administration, languages, and interna-
tional study-abroad standardised testing.

CPTTM Chairman Eric Yeung Tsun Man
noted in his speech that his centre has assisted
nearly 85,000 attendees to obtain professional
certificates.

Yeung underscored that the newly
established examination centre will not only

UN chief calls for global
coordination on Al risks

NEW YORK — UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres yesterday called for
coordinated international action to address
Al risks as fears rise about the dangers of
the fast-evolving technology.

“National action is essential. But global
coordination is also indispensable,” he told
reporters. “Al does not stop at borders and
neither do its risks.”

“Al has enormous potential — to
accelerate  sustainable  development,
enhance learning, strengthen health
systems, boost climate resilience, and so
much more,” Guterres said.

“But a growing number of those
building it are sounding the alarm -
warning that development is racing ahead
of our understanding of the risks.”

“The world cannot afford a race to the
bottom on Al safety,” he warned.

Concerns about Al safety have escalated
in recent weeks, with employees at major
Al developers resigning over concerns
about the dangers posed by the technology.

President Donald Trump has dismissed
warnings against Al risks as a ‘“hoax”
and pushed back against calls for tighter
oversight. — AFP
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provide a more comprehensive and diverse
professional testing platform, but will also
introduce more internationally certified
exams to Macau, fostering professional talent
to support the government’s appropriate
economic diversification.

Exam + Tourism

Yeung also noted that the Macau Productivity
and Technology Transfer Centre recently
hosted an examination that attracted numerous
candidates from surrounding regions, laying a
solid foundation for developing a new “Exam +
Tourism” study-tour model in the future.

Situated in Nape (Outer Harbour New Land
Reclamation Zone), the centre benefits from
nearby hotels, dining options, attractions, and
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commercial facilities, Yeung noted, pointing
out that examinees from various places
visiting Macau for exams and study tours will
stay an extra day or two, transforming the foot
traffic generated by examinations into a new
driving force for Macau’s study-tour tourism
and economic diversification.

Yeung added that the examination centre aims
to be a “two-way hub” introducing more overseas
and international certification exams to provide
testing venues for candidates in Macau and
surrounding regions, and introducing more of the
Chinese mainland’s certification exams to help
young local people and those elsewhere obtain
the Chinese mainland’s qualifications, thereby
better integrating them into the development of
the Greater Bay Area (GBA), he noted. m
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Buyers load newly-harvested chilies onto a truck in Xiaoshan Village of Pingliang, Gansu Province,
yesterday. The Chinese mainland’s farmers are busy with the autumn harvest.
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Wang Yi holds talks with
Iranian FM

China’s top diplomat Wang Yi held talks with
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran Seyyed Abbas

Araghchi yesterday in Beijing.

— Story on p. 7
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English village votes to‘secede’
from UK over asylum centre plan

An English village of around 350 inhabitants announced
yesterday that a vast majority of residents had voted yes in an
“independence referendum” staged to protest plans to house
over 1,200 migrants in a nearby facility.
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— Story on p. 11

Brazil’s top court clashes over
handling of probe involving judge

Brazil’s Supreme Court engaged in a heated, hours-long
debate on Tuesday over how to handle a potential probe into
one of its top judges, in an unprecedented public showdown that
has eclipsed a presidential election campaign.

—Storyonp. 12
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization - An Expanded and
Plural Eurasian Platform: The Bishkek Declaration (2026)

September 7, 2026

Commentary by Francisco José Leandro*

The Bishkek Declaration issued at the 2026
SCO Summit in Kyrgyzstan constitutes an
important political moment, highlighting the
SCO’s expanding influence as a platform for
regional governance, strategic coordination,
and the articulation of alternative visions of
international order in an era of geopolitical
transformation.

5 principal arguments

The significance of the 2026 Bishkek
Declaration lies in its contribution to the
consolidation of the SCO as a pluralistic
Eurasian platform, a proposition that may
be substantiated through five principal
arguments.

First, the Declaration reinforces the
SCO’s long-standing commitment to a
multipolar international order founded upon
the principles of sovereign equality, non-
interference, and multilateral cooperation.
In doing so, it reaffirms the organization’s
capacity to accommodate diverse political
systems, development models, and strategic
cultures within a common framework of
dialogue and consensus-building. Central
to this vision is the growing emphasis on
transport and energy corridors, which are
increasingly conceived as strategic enablers
of Eurasian integration. The Declaration
highlights the importance of strengthening
continental connectivity through transport
infrastructure, trade routes, logistics hubs,
and energy networks capable of linking
disparate regions and markets. Beyond
their economic significance, such corridors
serve as mechanisms for fostering strategic
interdependence, reducing developmental
disparities, and consolidating Eurasia as an
integrated geopolitical and geoeconomic
space. In this respect, connectivity emerges

not merely as a technical objective but as
a fundamental pillar of the SCO’s broader
project of constructing a cooperative and
multipolar regional order.

Second, the Declaration illustrates the
progressive transformation of the SCO from a
predominantly security-oriented organization
into a multidimensional framework for
regional governance. Its emphasis on
economic connectivity, trade facilitation,
technological innovation, energy cooperation,
and sustainable development reflects a
growing recognition that prosperity and
security are intrinsically linked. In particular,
the Declaration highlights the importance of
deepening economic cooperation through
enhanced multilateral trade facilitation,
the reduction of non-tariff barriers, and the
expansion of trade settlements in national
currencies. These measures are intended
not only to stimulate economic exchange
among member states but also to reduce
vulnerabilities associated with excessive
dependence on external financial systems
and the predominance of the US dollar in
international transactions. Such initiatives
signal a broader aspiration to strengthen
economic resilience and promote greater
financial autonomy within the FEurasian
space. By situating Afghan stability alongside
economic integration, trade cooperation, and
developmental objectives, the Declaration
reinforces the SCO’s evolving understanding
of security as a comprehensive concept
encompassing political, economic, social,
financial, and humanitarian dimensions.
Such an approach further consolidates the
organization’s role as a multidimensional
platform capable of addressing the
increasingly interconnected challenges of
the Eurasian space and advancing a more
integrated model of regional cooperation.

Third, the adoption of English as an

official working language alongside Chinese
and Russian constitutes a significant
institutional innovation. Beyond its practical
value, this decision symbolizes a deliberate
effort to enhance the SCO’s accessibility,
inclusiveness, and global outreach. By
embracing a linguistic framework that
facilitates wider international engagement,
the organization reinforces its aspiration
to function as a genuinely plural Eurasian
platform capable of interacting with a broader
range of states, institutions, and stakeholders.
This outward-looking orientation is further
reflected in the Declaration’s emphasis on
the comprehensive reform of the United
Nations, including the Security Council,
with the objective of ensuring that global
governance structures more accurately reflect
contemporary geopolitical and economic
realities. Such a position aligns with the
SCO’s longstanding support for a more
representative and equitable international
order and highlights its broader commitment
to the democratization of global governance,
greater participation of developing countries
in international decision-making, and the
strengthening of multilateral institutions in an
increasingly multipolar world.

Fourth, the Declaration underscores the
SCO’s growing external engagement and
geopolitical openness. The participation
of Tirkiye as a dialogue partner despite
its membership in NATO illustrates the
organization’s  capacity to  transcend
conventional geopolitical boundaries and
engage actors operating within different
strategic and security architectures. Equally
significant is the summit’s approval of a
Memorandum of Understanding between
the SCO Secretariat and the African Union
Commission, which extends the organization’s
institutional reach beyond Eurasia and
signals an increasing commitment to inter-

regional cooperation. These developments
demonstrate that the SCO is evolving not as
an exclusive geopolitical bloc but rather as a
platform for dialogue and cooperation across
regions and institutional spheres.

Fifth, the  Bishkek  Declaration
simultaneously reveals the challenges
associated with maintaining consensus

within an increasingly diverse and expanding
organization. India, as a member of both the
SCOand BRICS, exemplifies the opportunities
and constraints inherent in contemporary
non-Western multilateralism. While New
Delhi remains committed to the principles of
multipolarity, South-South cooperation, and
the reform of global governance institutions,
it must also navigate the strategic implications
of the deepening China-Pakistan partnership.
This dynamic highlights a fundamental
paradox at the heart of the SCO: its principal
strength lies in its capacity to accommodate
geopolitical diversity, yet its long-term
cohesion ultimately depends upon its ability
to manage the divergent interests and strategic
sensitivities of its most influential members.

Collectively, these five dimensions reveal a
process of institutional maturation that extends
beyond the traditional boundaries of Eurasian
regionalism. Through its commitment to
multipolarity, multidimensional cooperation,
linguistic ~ inclusiveness,  inter-regional
engagement, and the management of internal
diversity, the Bishkek Declaration strengthens
the SCO’s claim to being a pluralistic Eurasian
platform. More importantly, it positions
the organization as an increasingly relevant
actor in fostering dialogue and cooperation
across the wider Global South and within an
evolving multipolar international order.

*  Associate Professor, University of
Macau (UM)

Editor’s note: Subheading, bold type, and
italics added by the Post

DOC DMC, smallWORLD mark 18 years with anniversary celebration

Macau Weather

FINE APART FROM CLOUDY
PERIODS.

FORCE 3 TO 4 EASTERLY WINDS,
OCCASIONALLY FORCE 5.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE
BETWEEN 60% AND 90%.

26°C~30°C
Source: SMG
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Khalel Vallo

DOC DMC Macau & Hong Kong and
smallWORLD Experience marked their 18"
anniversary yesterday with a celebration at The
Riverside Macau in Barra district, bringing
together clients, partners and members of the
local MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences,
and Exhibitions) industry to reflect on both
companies’ development and future plans.

DOC DMC Macau and smallWORLD are
sister companies and close business partners
operating as premier destination management,
event, and team-building agencies in Macau and
Hong Kong.

In a celebratory speech, DOC DMC Macau
Director Bruno Simdes, who has lived in Macau
for 25 years, said that the 18-year journey had
been an “incredible voyage”, highlighting the
relationships built with employees, clients and
partners from different countries and cultures.

Simdes said that smallWORLD would
increasingly specialise in team building as its
business expands internationally, while his
group’s new Macau Event Company would
focus on event-related services. He underlined
that more than 100 people worked with the
company over the years, describing it as “a little
school” where young employees and interns
had developed careers around the world.

“I love the people,” Simdes said, adding
that working with clients from diverse cultural
backgrounds had been one of the aspects he
valued most during the company’s development.

Meanwhile, smallWORLD Chief Operating
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(From left to right) smallWORLD COO Cody Cao (7 ), Heep Wo Investment Co., Ltd. Director Paul Ko (7= UL IE),
DOC DMC Macau Director Bruno Simées, and Macau Event Company Director Sam Li (Z=7#74) pose during
DOC DMC and smallWORLD’s 18" anniversary at The Riverside Macau in Barra district last night.

Officer Cody Cao (#75), who joined the
company as an intern 15 years ago, pointed out
that the company has expanded its activities across
Hong Kong, the Chinese mainland, and Vietnam,
while launching a project in Spain this year.

He also addressed the growing role of Al
in the industry. “Al cannot connect people,” he
said. “What we have is us”.

Macau Event Company Director Sam Li
(Z=F##) also reflected on his long career in
the industry, saying he has been involved in
the sector for more than half of his life, from

- Photo: Khalel Vallo

university studies and internships to becoming
a company director, and expressed gratitude to
people around the world who had given him
opportunities throughout his career.

Moreover, Heep Wo Investment Co., Ltd.
Director Paul Ko (=LAIE) said that the two
companies had contributed to Macau’s development
over the past 18 years, describing the anniversary as
a celebration of “the creation of new history” in the
city. Simdes also said he plans to continue working
for another 10 years, while his younger partners
prepare to lead the businesses into their next chapter. B
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Macao Union Hospital to shoulder 25 pct of public
medical service at 2027-end: O Lam

Tony Wong

The Macao Union Hospital in Cotai
held a ceremony yesterday marking its 2™
anniversary, during which Secretary for Social
Affairs and Culture Wallis O Lam reaffirmed
in a speech that the local government is
aiming for this hospital to shoulder 25 percent
of Macau’s public medical service at the end
of next year.

At the end of last year, the large hospital
shouldered 10 percent of Macau’s public
medical service.

The large-scale healthcare complex in
south Cotai is officially known as Islands
Healthcare Complex — Macao Medical Centre
of Peking Union Medical College Hospital
(CMM-PUMCH). It is jointly operated by
the internationally renowned Peking Union
Medical College Hospital (PUMCH) in
Beijing and the Macau government thanks to
the Central People’s Government’s support.

Colloquially, it is known as “Hip Woh” in
Cantonese.

“Islands” is the official term referring to
Taipa, Coloane, and Cotai.

The healthcare complex, Macau’s
largest hospital, started its trial operation on
December 20, 2023, after which it officially
opened on September 16, 2024.

For short, the large-scale public healthcare
facility is officially known as Macao Union
Medical Centre or Macao Union Hospital.

In her speech yesterday, O Lam said
that the Macao Union Hospital stands as a
key cooperation project and major social
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Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture Wallis O Lam addresses yesterday’s ceremony marking the 2"

anniversary of the Macao Union Hospital in Cotai.

infrastructure  initiative  advancing the
implementation of the “One Country, Two
Systems” principle in the healthcare sector.
With the central authorities’ strong support
and the National Health Commission’s
(NHC) guidance, the Macau government
has designated three core roles for the
hospital since its trial operation began at the
end of 2023: optimising public healthcare,
pioneering high-end healthcare services, and

Youth exhibition showcases nearly
200 student creations

This undated handout photo provided by the Macau Productivity and Technology Transfer Centre (CPTTM)
on Tuesday shows some of the exhibits displayed during the “2026 Youth Fashion and Creative Works
Exhibition” at the Pavilion of Exhibitions and Artistic Shows for Young People in Praga do Tap Siac.

Khalel Vallo

Nearly 200 creative works by young
students are being showcased at the
“2026 Youth Fashion and Creative Works
Exhibition”, which opened on Tuesday at
the Pavilion of Exhibitions and Artistic
Shows for Young People in Praga do Tap
Siac, according to a statement by the Macau
Productivity and Technology Transfer Centre
(CPTTM).

Hosted by CPTTM and supported by
the Education and Youth Development
Bureau (DSEDJ), the exhibition is themed
“Whimsies of Teens” and features works from
26 summer courses covering parent-child
activities, fashion creativity and technology,
the statement said.

According to the statement, the exhibits
include wire-wrapped natural stone jewellery,
trendy shoulder bags, parent-child leather
accessories and tie-dye works, alongside

computer animation, 3D interior design and
Al 2D animation productions.

The statement quoted CPTTM Fashion
& Creativity Department Senior Manager
Ian Mak (Z$5ik) as saying that the centre
attaches particular importance to the growth
and comprehensive development of young
people through creative courses that allow
them to explore knowledge and skills across
different fields. Mak also said that the centre
hopes the exhibition will allow the local
community to see the students’ learning
achievements and encourage young people to
continue exploring fashion, technology and
other areas while developing an innovative
spirit.

Running through September 27, the
exhibits are on display at the gallery in Praca
do Tap Siac with free admission between
Tuesday and Sunday, from noon to 8:00 p.m. ®

Stay tuned for an upcoming Page 4.

- Photo courtesy of TDM

cultivating local talent, she said.

Over the past two years, O Lam said, the
Macao Union Hospital has been operating
smoothly since it officially opened, gradually
shouldering an increasing portion of Macau’s
public medical service. This has been helping
Macau continuously enhance its healthcare
service quality, fully demonstrating the
central authorities’ care for Macau residents’
well-being.

O Lam said that the local government
expects the Macao Union Hospital to continue
developing its services in compliance with
the needs of Macau’s public medical service,
deepening collaboration with the public Conde
de Sdo Januario Hospital Centre and other
medical institutions, with the aim of enabling
them to achieve differentiated development
and leverage their complementary strengths.

O Lam said that the local government
also expects the Macao Union Hospital — by
fully drawing upon Peking Union Medical
College Hospital’s advantages in expertise,
technology, and talent — to continuously
enhance Macau’s capabilities in treating
complex diseases and providing specialised
medical services, strengthen local healthcare
talent training, steadily expand international
medical services, promote the development
of Macau’s medical tourism, and drive quality
and efficiency improvements in Macau’s big
health industry.

O Lam said that the local government also
expects the Macao Union Hospital to explore
the possibility of establishing a new medical
research centre aimed at facilitating the better
integration of clinical care, teaching, and
scientific research resources, strengthening
Macau’s healthcare talent training, creating
a platform for medical research and its
translation covering the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) and
connecting the international community,
and enhancing Macau’s influence in medical
research. m

UTM, CETT-UB ink cooperation pact

Rui Pastorin

The Macao University of Tourism
(UTM) and the CETT Barcelona School
of Tourism, Hospitality and Gastronomy*,
affiliated with the University of Barcelona
(CETT-UB), signed a cooperation
agreement on Monday, aiming to boost
academic  collaboration,  knowledge
sharing, and exchange opportunities for
students and faculty.

The statement said that the agreement
was signed on the first-phase campus of the
Macao-Hengqin International Education
(University) Town.

According to the statement, the
partnership framework for cooperation
covers student and faculty exchanges,
academic development activities, and
projects of mutual interest, among other
strategic areas.

The agreement was signed by UTM
Acting Rector Connie Loi Kim Ieng

and CETT-UB Corporate Development
Director David Peguero Manzanares, the
statement noted.

The statement highlighted that
agreement reaffirms both institutions’
“commitment to fostering educational
excellence, promoting  cross-cultural
understanding, and contributing to the
sustainable and innovative development of
the global tourism and hospitality sector”. B

* Founded in 1969, CETT Barcelona
School of Tourism, Hospitality, and
Gastronomy is an international higher
education institution affiliated with the
University of Barcelona (UB). It is widely
recognised across Europe as a benchmark
centre for vocational, undergraduate, and
postgraduate education in the tourism and
service sectors. CETT stands for Centre
d’Estudis Tecnics Turistics (Catalan for
Centre for Technical Tourism Studies). —
Gemini

Cooperatiq

ement Sig

oetween

mony

abarcelona

This photo supplied by UTM shows UTM Acting Rector Connie Loi Kim leng (left) and CETT-UB
Corporate Development Director David Peguero Manzanares pose with their respective signed
cooperation agreements on the first-phase campus of the Macao-Henggqin International Education
(University) Town on Monday.
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Rui Pastorin

Yesterday morning saw hundreds of participants in a lively parade held for
the “World Na Tcha Folk Belief Culture Festival”.

Kicking off from the steps of the Ruins of St. Paul’s, down through Rua da
Palha, and eventually ending in Largo do Senado, the colourful parade featured
two of the city’s Na Tcha temples, along with other participants, celebrating the
tutelary deity as they carried statues and two Na Tcha divine sedan chairs, per-
formed lion dances and other festivities, to the resounding beat of the drum and
the sound of the gong.

Water was meanwhile sprinkled as the procession continued, with the action
noted by Gemini as representing the bestowing of blessings and protection, the
warding off of sickness and plagues, and cleansing.

The event gathered scores of onlookers who stood on the sidelines of the
route to watch and snap pictures, including those of the young participant clad in
Na Tcha’s attire while sporting his distinctive two buns in his hair.

The parade was also joined by several officiating guests such as Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man and Macao Government
Tourism Bureau (MGTO) Deputy Director Cheng Wai Tong, walking the route
with participants.

Macau’s Na Tcha folk belief was inscribed on the National List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in 2014. Its history in Macau, as noted in the Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) website, spans over 300 years, having many characteristics that are
unique to the city.

Following the parade, Macau Temple Festival Cultural Promotion Associa-
tion President Fong Kin Fu reaffirmed to reporters on the sidelines of the event
that the festival marks the first time that the two temples have co-organised the
festival, which also invites representatives from various regions.

Fong also pointed out that while each temple possesses its own unique char-
acter, organisers hope to expand beyond the two Na Cha temples in terms of
co-organising events to encourage cross-collaboration.

The ongoing festival that ends tomorrow is a collaboration between Macau’s
two Na Tcha temple associations that are respectively based near the Ruins of St
Paul’s and Calg¢ada das Verdades. It also proves significant for marking the first
cooperation between the two Macau temples in a hundred years.

The festival programme also includes an exhibition highlighting the history,
heritage and culture of Macau’s Na Tcha Customs and Beliefs, continuing to be
held at Barra Kitchen for two more days.Read more about the exhibition on:

https://www.macaupostdaily.com/news/29396

A young participant dressed
as tutelary deity Na Tcha
waits for the parade to kick
off from the Ruins of St.
Paul’s yesterday morning.-
Photos: Rui Pastorin
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‘Giant snake’ captured
at Coloane construction
site: police

Sherwin Hng

Firefighters and police officers
were dispatched to a construction
site in Coloane yesterday morning
following the discovery of a
giant snake in a mud pit, the Fire
Services Bureau (CB) confirmed.

A video circulating on social
media showed several firefighters
equipped with specialised snake-
catching tongs to restrain the
serpent. They worked together
to pull the resisting reptile from
a soil pit alongside a stationary
excavator, while police officers
secured the perimeter.

According to the Fire Services
Bureau, emergency services were
alerted to the presence of the snake
at a construction site opposite the
power station on Rua da Central
Térmica de Coloane (¥ & i)
at nearly 11:00 a.m. yesterday.

Firefighters  captured  the
snake using specialist equipment
and subsequently notified the
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
to deal with the snake. No

This screen capture from a video
circulating on social media shows
firemen catching the snake at a
Coloane construction site yesterday.

injuries were reported during the
operation.

Although the Fire Services
Bureau told the Post it did not
know the species of snake, Macao
Daily News reported on its website
that the reptile was a python,
without citing its source. B

Indonesian maid nabbed
for stealing flatmate’s
jewellery: police

Sherwin Hng

A 47-year-old Indonesian
domestic helper has been arrested
for stealing gold jewellery
belonging to her Indonesian
flatmate and pawning the items,
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman
Lei Chi Hou said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

The suspect was identified
as Misriyah, a 47-year-old
Indonesian non-resident worker
employed as a domestic helper.

According to Lei, the victim,
a middle-aged maid, reported on
Monday that gold jewellery kept
in a locked drawer in her bedroom
at their rented flat in the central
district had vanished.

Lei said the victim had placed
the jewellery in the drawer last
month, but only discovered its
disappearance on September 10.
She reported an estimated loss
of 14,000 patacas and suspected
Misriyah, who is her sole flatmate
and has access to the unit.

Police officers subsequently
identified Misriyah as the suspect
and arrested her near her workplace
in the Santo Anténio Parish (£
%% ) on Tuesday morning.

Under questioning, Misriyah
admitted to stealing the jewellery
on two occasions in late August.
She told police that she had taken
the key to the victim’s drawer
without her knowledge, removed
the jewellery, and pawned the
items, citing financial pressure
back in Indonesia.

She received 6,000 patacas
from the pawnshop and remitted
the funds to her family in
Indonesia.
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This undated handout photo provided
by the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday
shows the seized gold jewellery,
corresponding pawn tickets, and the
key to the drawer used in the theft.

Relying on the pawn tickets,
police recovered all the stolen
items from the pawnshop,
including a gold necklace, a
pair of gold earrings, and a jade
pendant. The jewellery, valued at
about 16,800 patacas, was seized
for investigation, Lei said.

The suspect has been
transferred to  the  Public
Prosecutions Office (MP), where
she faces charges of aggravated
theft and fraud.

Aggravated theft carries a
prison term of up to five years,
while fraud carries a prison term
of up to three years. m
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Hengqin opens staffed
service counters for Macau’s
public admin services

Tony Wong

Hengqin’s first-ever area of
staffed service counters for Macau’s
public administration services came
into operation yesterday.

Hitherto, Macau residents in
Hengqin wishing to use Macau’s
public administration services could
only use one of the two 24/7 self-
service centres set up by the Macau
government there. Alternatively,
those wishing to use staffed service
counters had to return to Macau to
do so.

Following the launch yesterday,
the staffed counters currently cover
services from four Macau public
entities: the Identification Services
Bureau (DSI), the Economic and
Technological Development Bureau
(DSEDT), the Pharmaceutical
Supervision and Administration
Bureau (ISAF), and the Financial
Services Bureau (DSF), according
to a statement released through the
Macao Government Information

»
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Civil servants work at counters for Macau’s public administration services in a

government service centre in Hengqin yesterday.

Bureau (GCS) yesterday.

Nine service counters are now
in operation there, providing 63
services from the four entities.

The service counters are open
Monday through Friday.

Civil servants from Macau
will work at the service counters

- Photo: GCS

at designated times. During other
times, Macau residents will be
served by civil servants from
Hengqin’s Commercial Services
Bureau at the counters, where they
are tasked only with receiving
application documents and providing
consultation services. B

Culture chief to concurrently
serve as sports chief

Tony Wong

In the run-up to the merger of
the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC), the
Sports Bureau (ID), and the Cultural
Development Fund — which is slated
to get off the ground in November
— the government has appointed IC
President Deland Leong Wai Man to
concurrently serve as the president
of the Sports Bureau, effective from
this coming Sunday.

According to an executive order
by Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
published in the Official Gazette

(BO) yesterday, Leong’s tenure as
the president of the Sports Bureau
will run until October 31.

The Sports Bureau was
headed by Luis Gomes between
September 2024 and September
2025. Since Gomes was appointed
as a vice-president of the Social
Security Fund (FSS) in September
last year, the post of the bureau’s
president has been left vacant.
During the interim period, See
Lei Si Leng has been the bureau’s
acting president. m

—_—
—
N

This file photo shows Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai
Man addressing a press conference at
the Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) last
week about the government’s Macao
National Museum of Culture project.

- Photo: Tony Wong

Catering grease chokes Zape’s sewers: DSOP

Ida Cheong

The Public Works Bureau
(DSOP) announced in a statement
yesterday that it observed a
backflow phenomenon in the street
sewers on Avenida da Amizade
and Rua de Cantdo in Zape.
Investigations revealed that a heavy
accumulation of grease in the
downstream drainage network from
Rua de Cantdo to Rua de Pequim
had caused a severe blockage.

In order to restore drainage
functionality as quickly as possible,
the bureau immediately deployed
sewer-cleaning ~ pump  trucks
and machinery for dredging and
clearance, the statement said,
adding that given the heavy buildup
of grease within the conduits,
specialised drill equipment was also
introduced to enhance the cleaning
process.

The bureau urged the catering
industry to strictly comply with the
legal provisions on the business
operations of catering and related
establishments, the  statement
said, adding that businesses must
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shows workers removing a heavy accumulation of grease in the downstream
drainage network from Rua de Cantdo to Rua de Pequim.

properly fulfil their responsibilities
regarding the maintenance of grease
interceptors to prevent grease
and oil from being discharged
into the public drainage network.
Left unchecked, these discharges
narrow pipes and disrupt drainage
—ultimately ~ triggering  severe
blockages, sewage leaks, and public
health hazards, the bureau warned.

Aiming to ensure the stable

operation of Macau’s drainage and
sewerage network, and effectively
prevent issues such as pipeline
blockages and water accumulation,
the bureau continues to carry out
routine inspections, maintenance,
and cleaning of the drainage system,
the statement added.

Zape is the  Portuguese
acronym for Outer Harbour Land
Reclamation Zone. B
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HK unveils maiden 5-year plan, charts roadmap
for high-quality development

HONG KONG-The Hong Kong
Special ~ Administrative  Region
(HKSAR) yesterday unveiled its
first five-year plan for economic and
social development (2026-2030), a
milestone as it enters a new phase of
becoming more prosperous.

The plan will help build a more
open, inclusive, liberal, prosperous
and safer Hong Kong, said HKSAR
Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu.

Unveiling the blueprint, Lee said
the 2026-2030 period is five crucial
years for Hong Kong to seize the
opportunity to enhance social well-
being and build a better home for all.

Comprising seven parts and 28
chapters, the plan sets out a total of
105 indicators spanning a wide range
of areas. Key objectives include
achieving new breakthroughs in

economic development, boosting
international competitiveness and
influence, as well as significantly
improving public well-being.

According to the plan, Hong
Kong’s real GDP growth rate
is projected to remain within a
reasonable range during the 2026-
2030 period, while the value added
of the tourism industry is expected
to rise about 40 to 50 percent to
HK$126 billion by 2030.

Hong Kong aims to elevate the
ratio of total domestic expenditure on
innovation activities to GDP to 3.0
after 2030, compared with a reading
of 1.63 in 2024, the plan said.

To sharpen its competitive edge,
Hong Kong plans to consolidate
and enhance its status as an
international financial, maritime

and trade center, and develop itself
into an international innovation and
technology center and a global hub
for high-caliber talent, according to
the blueprint.

Efforts will also be made to
expedite the development of the
Northern Metropolis, deepen the
development of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area (GBA) and create an interna-
tional collaboration network.

Social well-being has been
high on the HKSAR government’s
agenda. While prioritizing young
people’s education, employment,
entrepreneurship and home ownership,
the government also pledged to
eliminate substandard subdivided units
by 2030. According to the plan, Hong
Kong will supply 196,000 public flats

China-ASEAN expo to highlight
FTA 3.0 opportunities

NANNING — The 23 China-
ASEAN Expo will spotlight new
business opportunities under the
China-ASEAN Free Trade Area
(CAFTA) 3.0 framework, with
more than 3,400 companies from
over 70 countries and regions set
to participate, event organizers
said yesterday.

Scheduled to run from today
through Monday in Nanning,
capital of the Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, the expo will
cover about 170,000 square meters,
showcasing the latest achievements
in China-ASEAN cooperation.

Under the theme “CAFTA 3.0
Opportunities, Better Life,” the expo
will feature products and projects
in areas ranging from traditional
industries to digital communications,
green development and artificial
intelligence (AI).

A dedicated Al marketplace
will display more than 500

China overfulfills ozone-depleting substance
cut targets as climate efforts intensify

BEINING - China has
overfulfilled its targets to cut
ozone-depleting substances under
the Kigali Amendment, with its
total phase-out amount accounting
for more than half of that achieved
by developing nations, an ecology
and environment official said
yesterday.

China has phased out about
720,000 tonnes of ozone-depleting
substances since joining the
Montreal Protocol, which is
over half of the total that has
been phased out by developing
countries worldwide, said Xu
Bijiu, vice minister of ecology and
environment.

Xu made the remarks at a
meeting in Beijing commemorating
the 10" anniversary of the adoption
of the Kigali Amendment to the
Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer, and

products, while a new exhibition
area will highlight demand from
ASEAN countries for projects and
applications in transport, smart
logistics, Al, urban management
and industrial park development.
Science  and  technology
authorities and high-tech institutions
from countries including Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand
will send delegations to the expo.

Timor-Leste as expo’s
co-host

Timor-Leste will participate
for the first time as a full ASEAN
member and a co-host of the
expo, bringing all 11 ASEAN
member states together in Nanning
following the bloc’s expansion.

Over 50 trade and investment
promotion activities will also be
held during the expo, focusing on
trade and investment facilitation,
regional economic integration, and

the 2026 International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer.

The international community
adopted the Kigali Amendment
under the Montreal Protocol 10
years ago, bringing hydrofluo-
rocarbons (HFCs), a non-carbon
dioxide greenhouse gas, under the
treaty’s control. Full implementa-
tion of the amendment is expected
to avoid 0.5 degrees Celsius of
global warming by the end of this
century.

China joined the Montreal
Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer in 1991, and
accepted the Kigali Amendment
in 2021, committing to freezing
HFCs production and consumption
at baseline levels starting in 2024,
followed by gradual reductions as
outlined in the amendment.

Since accepting the Kigali
Amendment, China has strictly

cross-border industrial and supply
chain cooperation.

China and ASEAN are working
to accelerate the implementation
of the CAFTA 3.0 Upgrade
Protocol. Signed in October 2025,
the protocol covers areas such as
the digital economy and green
development.

Economic ties between China and
ASEAN have continued to deepen.
Bilateral trade topped USS$I trillion
for the first time in 2025, totaling
US$1.05 trillion, up 7.4 percent year
on year. In the first seven months of
2026, trade between the two sides
reached US$744.41 billion, an
increase of 24.7 percent year on year
and accounting for 21.8 percent of
China’s total foreign trade.

China has remained ASEAN’s
largest trading partner for 17
consecutive years, while ASEAN has
been China’s largest trading partner
for six successive years.  — Xinhua

controlled the production and use
of HFCs, reducing production by
more than 1.185 billion tonnes and
cutting use by 759 million tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent
compared with its baseline levels,
Xu said.

Over the past year, China’s
ecology and environment authority
has actively advanced compliance
actions, improved the whole-
chain management system, strictly
enforced import and export
approval, and promoted green and
low-carbon alternatives, he added.

Going forward, China will
continue to improve licensing
management, enhance regulatory
efficiency, accelerate the promotion
of alternative technologies, and
advance its compliance efforts
during the 15" Five-Year Plan
period (2026-2030), Xu said.

— Xinhua

in the coming five years, aiming to cut
the average waiting time to under four
years by 2030-31.

The document also underscored
efforts to adopt a holistic approach
to development and security, boost
governance efficacy, and strengthen
the institutional safeguards for
implementation.

Delivering the policy address
for 2026 shortly after presenting
the blueprint, Lee said key policy
initiatives and projects in the
policy address will serve as core
drivers to implement the five-
year plan through enhanced inter-
departmental  coordination and
regular progress reviews.

To better solicit public opinion
on the city’s future development, the
HKSAR government held over 100

consultation sessions over the past
three months, receiving over 17,000
submissions on the five-year plan
and 11,000 on the policy address.
Noting this year marks the
beginning of China’s 15" Five-
Year Plan period (2026-2030), Lee
said that the inaugural blueprint
represented a major initiative by the
HKSAR government to uphold and
enhance the executive-led system
and improve governance efficacy.
The blueprint underscored the
strategic need for Hong Kong to
proactively align with national
development strategies and better
integrate into the overall national
development, while also laying out
an action agenda to promote Hong
Kong’s high-quality development,
the chief executive said. —Xinhua

s

A cargo vessel prepares to depart for Nanning Port along the Pinglu Canal at the
Qinzhou Port area of Beibu Gulf Port in Qinzhou, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region, yesterday. China opened the Pinglu Canal yesterday, giving its landlocked
southwest a shortcut to the coast and overseas markets, particularly those in the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the country’s largest trading
partner. Built at a cost of 72.7 billion yuan, the 134.2-kilometer canal runs from
Hengzhou, a county-level city in the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, to the

Beibu Gulf, the closest maritime outlet for much of southwest China.

- Xinhua

HK maintains 3" place in
global financial centers index

HONG KONG - Hong Kong
maintained third place globally and
continued to hold the top position in
the Asia-Pacific region in a financial
centers index published yesterday
by British and Chinese think tanks.

The Global Financial Centers
Index (GFCI) 40 Report, released by
British think tank Z/Yen Group and
the China Development Institute in
Shenzhen, assessed a total of 117
financial centers around the world.
According to the report, Hong
Kong’s overall rating was 756.

Hong Kong continued to rank
first globally in fintech offerings.
Hong Kong also ranked high in
the five areas of competitiveness.
Among them, the city’s ranking
in “financial sector development”
rose to first place worldwide.
While remaining second in rank
for the area of “human capital,”
Hong Kong’s ranking in “business
environment” and “infrastructure”
also rose to second place.

Intheassessmentby practitioners
in various financial industry sectors,
Hong Kong continued to achieve

outstanding performance. Hong
Kong’s ranking in the “investment
management” sector rose to first
place worldwide, and it continued
to top the global ranking in the
“insurance” and “finance” sectors.

A spokesperson for the Hong
Kong  Special  Administrative
Region (HKSAR) government
said that Hong Kong will adhere
to the principle of seeking growth
through stability and, in turn,
reinforcing stability through growth
to expand its existing financial
advantages. The city will also take
forward “Finance+” to amplify the
advantages and radiating capability
of finance.

As a global offshore renminbi
(RMB) business hub, Hong Kong
will continue to leverage its unique
strengths and proactively align with
national development strategies,
promoting more measures on
better using offshore RMB, the
spokesperson said.

The GFCI Report has been
released in March and September
every year since 2007. — Xinhua
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Airbus’ first delivery
from new China
assembly line highlights
supply chain resilience

Analysis

TIANJIN — Airbus yesterday delivered the first aircraft
assembled at its new Final Assembly Line (FAL) for A320
family aircraft in the northern northern port city of Tianjin, the
second of its kind in both China and Asia.

The delivery represents a major milestone in Airbus’
industrial footprint expansion in China and across its global
industrial system, the company said.

China Eastern Airlines took delivery of the A320neo
aircraft. Currently operating the largest Airbus fleet in the
Chinese mainland, the airline in 1985 took delivery of an
A310, China’s first Airbus aircraft.

“Achieving this first delivery is a true testament to the
legendary ‘China speed,’” said Philippe Mhun, executive vice
president for programmes and services of commercial aircraft
business at Airbus.

Mhun added that the delivery underscores Airbus’ long-
term commitment to its Chinese partners, its confidence in
the continuous growth of China’s civil aviation market, and
China’s irreplaceable supply chain resilience and delivery
capability in Airbus’ global industrial footprint.

He Xiaoqun, vice president of China Eastern Airlines,
said the two companies have worked together for more than
four decades, with their cooperation expanding from aircraft
acquisition to areas including operational support, maintenance
engineering and technical services.

China, the country with the largest air-travel population
globally, handled nearly 1.53 billion passenger trips at its civil
aviation airports in 2025, up 4.8 percent year on year, data
from the Civil Aviation Administration of China revealed.

Mhun added that the second FAL in China, which was
put into operation last October, is a critical facilitator for the
company’s global A320 Family ramp-up trajectory toward a
production rate of 75 A320 aircraft per month, and provides
the necessary flexibility and capacity to meet strong market
demand.

Since the inauguration of the first FAL in Tianjin in
2008, Airbus’ first commercial aircraft assembly line outside
Europe, the facility has assembled and delivered over 800
A320 Family aircraft. Chinese airlines now operate over 2,300
Airbus aircraft, with about one-third assembled and delivered
in Tianjin.

From small brackets, angle fittings and seats to large
components such as fuselage sections, wings, tail cones and
cabin doors, some 200 Chinese suppliers support Airbus’
commercial aircraft production, the plane manufacturer said.

In the Tianjin Port Free Trade Zone alone, more than 100
aviation companies have clustered, with over 20 firms directly
cooperating with Airbus.

Bai Jingyu, head of the Department of Innovation and High-
Tech Development of the National Development and Reform
Commission, said it is hoped that Airbus will make full use of
the major projects already clustered in Tianjin to accelerate the
vertical integration of industrial and supply chains.

Bai called on Airbus to further leverage China’s industrial
strengths, expand industrial cooperation, and actively promote
the localization of manufacturing and supply for major
components like fuselages and wings, thereby increasing the
share of locally sourced production.

“Airbus has established a complete, end-to-end industrial
layout in China covering the entire industrial chain,” Mhun
said, adding that China’s resilient, robust aviation supply chain
and industrial ecosystem enable Airbus to supply the world
from China and help drive global aviation growth.

In 2025, Airbus’ total annual industrial cooperation value
with China exceeded US$1.4 billion, according to the company.

According to Airbus’ latest Global Market Forecast,
China’s demand for new passenger aircraft is expected to reach
8,830 units over the next two decades, accounting for more
than 20 percent of the estimated global total of 42,060 units.

“Looking ahead, we will continue to enhance our industrial
footprint in China, underscoring our unwavering trust and
deep-rooted cooperation with our Chinese partners,” said Erik
Buschmann, chief operating officer of Airbus China.

He added that the first delivery from the new assembly
line stands as a “vivid testament to the long-term partnership,
mutual achievement, and shared success between China and
Europe.” — Xinhua
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Wang Yi holds talks with Iranian FM

BEIJING — China’s top diplomat
Wang Yi held talks with Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Iran Seyyed Abbas
Araghchi yesterday in Beijing.

Wang, foreign minister and a
member of the Political Bureau of
the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee, said the continued
prolongation of the US-Iran conflict
is not in the common interest of the
parties concerned and the international
community.

China encourages Iran and the
United States to stay rational and
exerciserestraint, return to the Islamabad
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
at an early date, rebuild the negotiation
mechanism on the basis of the consensus
reached so far, and conduct substantive
consultations on issues of respective
concern, Wang said.

China supports dialogue between
Iran and Gulf countries, and supports
the two sides in respecting each other’s
territorial sovereignty and national
security, and in safeguarding the shared
interests of the region in a constructive
manner, Wang said.

Wang urged all parties to take
effective measures to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz at an early date, keep
international waterways open and
secure, and safeguard the stability of
international energy transportation as
well as production and supply chains.

China does not wish to see regional
tensions further spill over into Yemen
and the Red Sea, Wang said, calling on
all parties to refrain from actions that
further complicate the situation and
resolve issues through dialogue and
negotiation.

Wang said the current situation has
once again exposed flaws in the Middle
East’s existing security architecture,
highlighting the need for reform and
improvement.

During his recent visit to Egypt,
President Xi Jinping put forward
a four-point proposal on building
a new security architecture in the

')j'f“‘l'.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central Committee, shakes hands with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iran

Seyyed Abbas Araghchi in Beijing yesterday.

Middle East via upholding a vision of
common, comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable security. Wang said
China welcomes the constructive
explorations conducted by regional
countries in this regard.

Noting that China’s policy toward
Iran remains consistent and stable,
Wang said it has always upheld justice
on the United Nations Security Council
and multilateral platforms, opposed the
use of force, and safeguarded the norms
governing international relations.

China stands ready to strengthen
communication and coordination with
Iran and push for new progress in
bilateral ties, Wang said.

Araghchi said the Iranian side does
not want the conflict to continue and
hopes to return to diplomatic channels
for a solution, while resolutely
upholding its own rights and interests.

Iran holds that the US-Iran
Memorandum  of  Understanding

- Xinhua

remains valid and has reached a plan
with Oman on reopening the Strait
of Hormuz, Araghchi said, urging
the US side to earnestly honor its
commitments.

The country is also ready to
engage in dialogue and consultation
with countries in the region to forge
and develop good-neighborliness and
friendship, Araghchi said.

Iran welcomes and supports the
four-point proposal on promoting
peace and stability in the Middle
East and the four-point proposal on
promoting common security in the
region put forward by the Chinese
president, Araghchi said, adding that
it is willing to strengthen cooperation
with China within this framework.

Araghchi said Iran stands ready
to continue firm mutual support with
China and jointly push for sustained
and in-depth growth of bilateral
relations. — Xinhua

Wang Yi meets special advisor
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Wang Yi (right), a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee and director of the Office of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the CPC
Central Committee, shakes hands with Special Advisor to the President of Brazil Celso

Amorim, in Beijing yesterday.

- Xinhua

BEIJING — China’s top diplomat
Wang Yi met with Special Advisor to
the President of Brazil Celso Amorim
yesterday in Beijing.

Wang, a member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) Central Committee and
director of the Office of the Foreign
Affairs Commission of the CPC
Central Committee, said that under
the strategic guidance of the two heads
of state, China-Brazil relations have
achieved a leap forward, evolving from
a comprehensive strategic partnership
into a community with a shared future
in recent years.

He added that China and Brazil
should continue to deepen cooperation
and strengthen strategic coordination on
major international and regional issues.

Amorim said Brazil is ready to work
with China to implement the consensus
reached by the two heads of state and
inject new connotations into building a
Brazil-China community with a shared
future for a more just world and a more
sustainable planet. — Xinhua




PHILIPPINES / ASIA

The Macau Post Daily

Your trusted source for real news

Duterte makes first in-person
ICC appearance

Richard Carter with Pam Castro

in Manilla
THE HAGUE - Former
Philippines  president Rodrigo

Duterte appeared in person at the
International Criminal Court for
the first time yesterday, as he faces
charges over his “war on drugs”
that killed thousands.

The 81-year-old had appeared by
video link when he was first brought
to the court in The Hague, but had
since skipped hearings, with his
defence team saying he was too ill.

Dressed in a dark suit and
white shirt with no tie, the former
president sat with his chin resting
on his hands as proceedings opened.

Judge Joanna Korner noted his
appearance in court for the first
time, and said he could leave the
court at any time without seeking
permission from the bench.

But he stayed throughout the
hearing, which lasted one hour and
15 minutes, showing no emotion
and seeming to follow proceedings
through headphones.

Duterte did not speak during
the hearing but waved at the public
gallery when the judge had left the
courtroom at the end.

He is the first Asian former
head of state to face trial at the
ICC, which prosecutes individuals
for the world’s worst crimes such
as war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

Duterte faces three counts of
crimes against humanity, with
prosecutors alleging his involvement
in at least 76 murders between
2013 and 2018 during his offensive
against drug users and sellers.

Korner has set November 30
as the start date of the trial, which
could take months or even years.

The only time Duterte had been
seen since his arrest in March 2025
was an initial appearance via video,
where he seemed confused and
tired, his speech barely audible.

‘It’s impossible’

Yesterday’s hearing was a
“status hearing” for the parties and
the judge to fix logistical details.

Lawyers clashed over evidence
filed by the prosecution, which
they said was around 15,000 pieces
but the defence put at more than
62,000 documents.

Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte appears at the International Criminal
Court (ICC) in The Hague on Tuesday, during a preparatory session as he faces

charges over his “war on drugs,” which killed thousands.

“It’s quite enormous. It’s
impossible,” said defence lawyer
Peter Haynes. “We haven’t got a
prayer of reading” such a mountain
of documents before the trial starts,
said Haynes.

“The current state of the case is
amess. If ] had a younger, healthier
client, I would invite you to put
back the trial by six months... but I
don’t,” said Duterte’s lawyer.

Korner chided the prosecution
for “wholesale dumping” of
documents and urged the parties to
work together to reduce the size of
the case file.

Relatives of some of those
killed in the anti-drugs campaign
welcomed Duterte’s appearance in
court.

Randy Delos Santos, 48, an
uncle of Kian Delos Santos, a
teenager killed by police in August
2017, when Duterte was president,
told AFP: “Of course, we are very
happy that he is now able to attend
in person.

“We hope that his being
physically fit will help speed up
the hearings,” Santos told AFP in
Manila.

In a submission published
Tuesday, Duterte’s lawyers said he
suffered from “significant memory
impairment that prevents him from
retaining recent information and
reliably accessing memories”.

Judges are weighing whether
he is mentally fit to be tried and
have ordered a medical assessment
by three experts.

- AFP

That assessment has not been
made public but Duterte’s defence
cited the results of examinations
contained in the report.

According to the defence, the
examinations showed Duterte
thinks he is living in 2007 or 2008,
that he is 84 or 85 years old, and
could not recall the name of the
current US president.

‘Bluster and hyperbole’

During hearings in February,
the prosecution alleged Duterte
killed thousands of suspected drug
dealers and users, first as mayor of
Davao City, then as president.

The true number of killings
during his campaign in the
Philippines is thought to be in the
thousands, and lawyers for the
victims have argued that a full trial
could encourage more families to
come forward.

His then defence lawyer
Nicolas Kaufman told the court in
February his client “absolutely”
maintained his innocence.

Kaufman told ICC judges
the evidence against Duterte was
“wholly insufficient” and the
charges “grievously misplaced and
politically motivated”.

He argued that while Duterte
used “bluster and hyperbole” in
his speeches, he also frequently
ordered authorities only to shoot in
self-defence.

Duterte remains popular in the
Philippines, where many favoured
his tough approach to crime. — AFP
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Court orders N Korea pay
Seoul US$32.5 million for
blowing up office

SEOUL — A Seoul court ordered
Pyongyang yesterday to pay roughly
US$32.5 million for blowing up
in 2020 an office in North Korea
that was intended to foster better
relations between the two Koreas.

The lawsuit over the destruction
of the Inter-Korean Liaison Office
marks the first time the South
Korean government has sought
damages directly from the North
Korean state, media reports said.

Experts consider it unlikely
Pyongyang would ever pay damages
over the demolition of the building
in the North Korean city of Kaesong,
and the South said it would “review
the necessary follow-up measures”.

The office building was
constructed in the dormant Kaesong
Industrial Complex, where South
Korean companies once employed
North Korean workers.

But Pyongyang blew up the
building in June 2020 after days
of rising tensions when activists in
the South sent balloons carrying
anti-Pyongyang leaflets across the
border, with the North denouncing
the office as “useless”.

“The court has ruled the North
should pay the South Korean
government 44.6 billion won in
damages,” a spokeswoman of the
Seoul Central District Court told AFP.

The case was filed in 2023 under
the government of then South Korean
leader Yoon Suk Yeol, which took a
hardline on North Korea before he
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Thailand’s King Maha Vajiralongkorn (centre) and Queen Suthida (right) attend a

was ousted following his disastrous
martial law declaration.

The office opened in September
2018, days before then South Korean
president Moon Jae-in travelled to
Pyongyang for his third summit with
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

Around 20 officials from each
side were stationed at the office in the
following months until operations
were suspended in January 2020 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Inter-Korean relations reached
a high point in 2018, when Moon
and Kim held three summits. But
ties deteriorated after a meeting
between Kim and US President
Donald Trump in Hanoi collapsed
in February 2019.

“It is simply impossible for the
North to accept the responsibility and
pay the damages,” Hong Min, a senior
researcher at the Korea Institute for
National Unification, told AFP.

“The North’s position on the
demolition is clear: it maintains
that the move was justified and was
taken in response to faults by the
South,” he added.

Whether the North responds to
the ruling will depend on whether,
and how, the South Korean

government reacts publicly, he said.

South Korea’s Unification Ministry
said “the government hopes that inter-
Korean dialogue will resume and that
all issues between the two Koreas
can be resolved through dialogue and
cooperation.”

—AFP

prayer ceremony for peace and well-being at Quan Su Pagoda in Hanoi yesterday.

- AFP

Wildfires push endangered Sumatran elephants to brink: Indonesian NGO

JAKARTA - Critically
endangered Sumatran elephants are
being pushed closer to the brink as
wildfires raze vast swathes of their
habitat on the western island of
Sumatra, Indonesian conservation
group Geopix told AFP yesterday.

Indonesia has for weeks been
battling fires in parts of Borneo and
Sumatra that have blanketed the
country — along with neighbouring
Malaysia and Singapore — in
suffocating haze.

Geopix said in a report published
on Tuesday that more than 4,500
hotspots had been detected in

21 Sumatran elephant habitats
between June and early September,
threatening one of the world’s rarest
elephant species.

The World Wildlife Fund estimates
that only 2,400 to 2,800 Sumatran
elephants remain in the wild.

More than 560,000 hectares
burned during the same period,
Geopix said in its report.

Hotspots ~ within  elephant
habitats jumped to over 2,800 in the
first week of September, more than
double the roughly 1,300 recorded
in August, the NGO said.

Geopix senior wildlife campaigner

Annisa Rahmawati described the
impact of the fires on Sumatran
elephant habitats this year as “brutal”.

“Ecologically, fires caused habitat
loss, degradation and fragmentation,
reducing food and water sources
as well as changing the elephants’
movement patterns,” she said.

Annisa said exposure to toxic
smoke from the fires could increase
physiological stress among the
animals.

She warned that shortages in
food and water supplies could
further dampen the elephants’
ability to survive in the wild.

Indonesia  regularly  battles
wildfires during the dry season,
which typically runs from July to
October, but the blazes this year
were worse in part because of the El
Nifio weather phenomenon.

Experts also blame climate change,
decades of forest degradation and
slash-and-burn land clearing practices
that have changed the naturally fire-
resistant landscape.

In Central Kalimantan, rangers
from NGO Kalaweit are working with
local authorities to maintain a firebreak
to prevent blazes from spreading to
a 2,500-hectare area where around

200 orangutans live, founder Chanee
Kalaweit told AFP yesterday.

“We are maintaining the firebreak
by ensuring no fallen trees carry the
fire to the other side,” said Chanee,
whose real name is Aurelien Brule.

The Indonesian government has
said more than 202,000 hectares of
land burned countrywide between
January and July.

The Nusantara Atlas project
put that close to 300,000 hectares
over the same period, and last week
estimated the total area affected,
including August, was nearly
896,000 hectares. — AFP
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In hydropowered Bhutan, solar starts to rise

Sara Hussein

THIMPHU, Bhutan — Engineer
Rinzin Galley stands on a platform
overlooking a former military
shooting range on the edge of
Bhutan’s capital Thimphu, now home
to a gleaming field of solar panels.

With  abundant  waterways,
Bhutan has long relied on
hydroelectric power to meet its
electricity needs and stay carbon
negative — absorbing more planet-
warming gases than it emits.

But demand is growing, and in
winter, when rivers run low before
the mountain melt arrives, Bhutan
already relies on imported Indian
electricity.

Climate  change is  also
threatening the future of the glaciers
that feed those rivers, adding impetus
to a push for energy diversification.

“Solar projects are booming,”
said Rinzin, senior engineer at
Norion Renewable Energy.

The company’s biggest project
to date is the Dechencholing solar
farm on former military land,
with an installed capacity of 4.45
megawatts (MW).

Dechencholing is one of several
solar fields developed in recent
years, including the country’s first
mega project — Sephu, with over 22
MW capacity.

That is relatively modest,
especially compared to the vast

solar fields installed in neighbouring
China.

But it represents a new direction
for Bhutan, where hydropower
exports account for up to 15 percent
of GDP, according to the World Bank.

“Our plans are to develop about
5,000 megawatts,” said Chhewang
Rinzin, managing director of Druk
Green Power Corporation, the
country’s generation utility.

Bhutan can currently produce
around 3,700 MW from hydro, but
that capacity falls around 80 percent
during the winter, he said.

Winter demand has increased to
1,500 MW from 400 MW, creating
a significant shortfall currently
being met by electricity imports
from India.

Finding space

Officials attribute part of the
growing demand to a construction
boom, but Bhutan has also bet on
bitcoin mining to boost revenue.
A planned special economic zone
known as the Gelephu Mindfulness
City is expected to host energy-
hungry data centres.

The problem was already
clear back in 2008, when a goal
of generating 10,000 MW from
hydropower by 2020 was agreed.
But the plan ran into a series of
obstacles, including financing.

“When you’re looking at

constructing 10,000 megawatts
in hydropower capacity and each
megawatt probably costs you
about US$1.5 million... for a small
economy like ourselves, that’s quite
difficult,” said Chhewang.

Solutions have included liberalising
foreign investment rules and increasing
solar targets in the energy mix.

The country now aims for
25,000 MW by 2040, with solar
accounting for a fifth of that.

But finding sufficient space for
projects is challenging given Bhutan’s
largely mountainous terrain.

“When we do solar projects
on the ground mount, it takes a
huge amount of area to get certain
capacity,” Norion’s Rinzin said.

This photograph taken on August 30 shows a dog walking past solar panels at the
Dechencholing solar farm in Bhutan’s capital city of Thimphu.

- AFP

The country’s high altitudes,
circuitous routes and  roads
frequently damaged by landslides
pose further problems.

Part of the push has involved
training up a corps of solar
engineers, including through the
De-suung royal skilling initiative.

Norion has trained around 450 De-
suung volunteers “to build in-house
capacity in the country,” Rinzin said.

Several dozen now work
at Norion, which has a goal of
installing 30 MW of solar by 2027,
much of it on rooftops.

Rooftop solar is now a common
sight in Thimphu on government
buildings and businesses, but the
incentives for individual consumers

are still slim.

Electricity is comparatively
cheap in Bhutan, and installing
solar remains expensive.

Rooftop solar

Om Pradhan, a former minister
and ambassador, had long advocated
for solar in Bhutan, and was keen to
install panels at home.

“I thought that firstly it would
benefit me personally, in the sense that
my electricity bills would go down,”
the 79-year-old former minister for
trade and industries told AFP.

“The second thing is that I’ve
always been an advocate for solar
power,” he said.

But the 600,000 ngultrums
(US$6,300) it cost him to install the
system remains far out of reach for
most Bhutanese.

“Many people calculate that if
you put that money in the bank, the
interest would pay your electricity
bills,” he said.

For now, Bhutan’s solar targets
do not depend on rooftop installation.

Energy demand is not the only
driving factor.

“We are quite aware that climate
change will affect us, that the
glaciers will keep receding,” said
Chhewang of Druk Green Power.

“So I think in the long-term, you
will have to keep yourself open to
other options.” —AFP

Sri Lanka summons
ex-first lady in charity
graft probe

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka’s
police summoned former
first lady Shiranthi Rajapaksa
yesterday for questioning over
allegations that her charity
misused donations, tightening
authorities’ anti-corruption drive.

President Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake’s government has revived
long-dormant graft investigations
involving members of the once
powerful Rajapaksa family, which
dominated Sri Lankan politics for
nearly two decades.

The Financial Crimes Investi-
gation Division (FCID) served the
summons shortly before Shiranthi,
73, boarded a flight to Singapore
for medical treatment, family
spokesman Manoj Gamage told
reporters in Colombo.

“She was given the FCID
notice minutes before she
boarded the aircraft,” Gamage
said, rejecting suggestions she
was attempting to leave the
country to evade investigators.

“She is not trying to flee
the country but travelling for
medical treatment.”

Police said the FCID wanted
to question Shiranthi over the
10 million rupees (US$30,750)
collected in donations by her
Siriliya Saviya charity for a
PET scanner intended for a local
cancer hospital.

Investigators have told a
court that the scanner had already

Humpback whale apparently grieves
stillborn calf in rare footage

SYDNEY — A female humpback

been donated by the Chinese
government, but the charity
allegedly continued to solicit
donations and misused the funds.

Gamage has denied any
wrongdoing, saying the money
had not been misappropriated.

He said Shiranthi, who has
been undergoing eye treatment,
would return to Sri Lanka after
her medical procedures and had
no intention of absconding.

The rest of the family have
also faced legal troubles.

The former first lady’s eldest
son, opposition lawmaker Namal
Rajapaksa, is being investigated
over allegations linked to a
2013 Airbus aircraft deal signed
during his father’s presidency.

He was slapped with new
charges of money laundering
yesterday linked to the same
Airbus transaction and remanded
in custody until September 23.

The Rajapaksa family has
consistently denied corruption
allegations and dismissed the
cases against them as politically
motivated.

Mahinda Rajapaksa served
as president from 2005 to 2015
and remains one of Sri Lanka’s
most influential political figures,
despite the decline of the family’s
fortunes since mass protests
ousted his brother Gotabaya
Rajapaksa from the presidency
in 2022. — AFP

whale has been documented apparently
grieving a stillborn calf in new research
released yesterday offering rare
insights into the complex emotions of
the sea-dwelling mammals.

The footage, taken off Australia’s
Gold Coast last year, shows a female
humpback whale staying close to the
dead calf as it lies motionless on the
sea floor.

Accompanied by a companion,
the whale holds eye contact with the
animal, touching it with its head and fin.

“At first sight, I thought it was just
two whales resting on the surface,
but their behaviour was unusual,”
said Andrew Mulville from Sea
World Foundation, who witnessed
the heart-wrenching moment.

“It was definitely not what I was
expecting to see out at sea that day.”

Researchers said the whale had
stayed with the deceased animal for
“several hours and possibly even
days”.

“It’s really sad,” Olaf Meynecke
of Griffith University’s Whales and
Climate Research Program told AFP.

“It’s pretty heartbreaking to
watch this female making continuous
contact with the deceased calf.”

A number of other deceased
whale calves were observed in the
area at the time, the researchers said.

The whale did not try and take
the calf to the surface, suggesting
“she might have been aware that it
was dead shortly after giving birth”,
they said.

Researchers said the whale’s actions
“may represent a form of grief-related
behaviour in humpback whales”.

Meynecke said his research spoke
to the “strong bond” between mother
and calf and the emotional stages
that “socially complex” mammals go
through following the deaths of their
offspring or companions.

Whales are far from the first
non-human mammals to have been
observed engaging in complex
grieving rituals, he said.

“We’re seeing this from elephants
and apes and cases like that that
are also extremely heartbreaking,”
Meynecke said.

“But on land we witness this more
often, whereas at sea it’s really rare to
document something like this.” — AFP

3 rare endangered mammals recorded for
1+t time in Koh Kong, Cambodia

PHNOM PENH -  Three
exceedingly rare mammal species have
been caught on camera for the first
time in a protected conservation area in
southwestern Cambodia’s Koh Kong
province, conservationists announced
in a joint press release yesterday.

The recorded mammals include the
endangered Hog Deer (Axis porcinus),
the Large-spotted Civet (Viverra
megaspila), and the Hairy-nosed Otter
(Lutra sumatrana). The photos and
videos were captured between late 2025
and early 2026 during a comprehensive
camera-trap survey at the site.

“These initial records represent
an encouraging sign for the
conservation of threatened large
mammal species in Indochina,” the
press release said.

Khvay Atitya, an undersecretary
of state and spokesperson for the
Ministry of Environment, confirmed
that the mammals were spotted
around the Sre Ambel River within
the Dong Peng Multiple Use Area.

He noted that the region is a
vital coastal wetland ecosystem
encompassing  river  networks,
mangroves, swamps, and peatlands.

“It serves as a sanctuary for key
biodiversity, particularly rare species,”
Atitya said. “The recent discovery
of these three endangered species
reflects the strong commitment of the
Royal Government of Cambodia to
ensuring the generational survival of
rare wildlife.”

According to the press release,
these new species records were
discovered in riverine habitats
that also serve as a vital home to
Cambodia’s national reptile, the
Southern River Terrapin, locally
known as the Royal Turtle. — Xinhua
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Saudi Arabia accuses Houthis of targeting Mecca,
warns of ‘red line’

Sofiane Alsaar

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia
accused Yemen’s Houthis yesterday
of launching a “cowardly” attack
targeting Islam’s holy city of
Mecca, sparking outrage across the
Muslim world.

The Houthis swiftly rejected as a
“lie” Riyadh’s statement that it had
shot down a drone heading towards
Mecca, which attracts millions of
pilgrims each year.

Fresh fighting between the Iran-
backed Houthis and Yemen’s Saudi-
backed government has dragged
in the kingdom, after the Houthis
declared a maritime blockade on
Saudi ships in the Red Sea.

Last week, the Houthis seized
control of the entirety of Yemen’s
Red Sea coast and the Bab al-
Mandab Strait, a vital artery for
Saudi oil exports as the wider
Middle East war chokes off the
Strait of Hormuz shipping route.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign ministry
condemned the alleged targeting
of Mecca as a “cowardly terrorist
attack” and reaffirmed the kingdom’s
right to “defend the security of the
two holy mosques, the pilgrims, and
the entire Saudi territory”.

Houthi politburo member Hazem
al-Assad, however, dismissed the
accusation as “a worn-out lie that
has been used before and no longer
fools anyone”.

One Mecca resident who spoke
to AFP on condition of anonymity
said they “saw a few people

panicking, running to the window
to see what happened” after locals
received an alert on their phones
warning of an attack.

But, they added, “life is normal
in Mecca, and there have been
previous incidents in Mecca so this
isn’t the first one.”

Saudi Arabia accused the Houthis
of launching attacks towards the city
in an earlier conflict.

The Saudi-led coalition battling the
Houthis vowed retaliation, saying “the
security of the Two Holy Mosques and
the pilgrims is a red line”.

“The coalition will not hesitate
to take the necessary and deterrent

measures against the Terrorist
Houthi Militia.”
Houthi military  spokesman

Yahya Saree said Saudi Arabia had
launched more than 450 strikes
on Yemen this week, and that in
response, the group had targeted
a Saudi air base in the south and a
state oil company facility in the Red
Sea port city of Yanbu.

The group also claimed
yesterday to have shot shot down a
Saudi fighter jet.

‘Aren’t they Muslims?’

Saudi Arabia had issued alerts
on Tuesday warning of possible
attacks in Mecca and across parts of
the south.

“I won’t hide that we were
scared,” another Mecca resident
said on condition of anonymity.

“Aren’t they Muslims? They’re
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This handout picture released yesterday by the Ansarullah Media Centre shows
fighters affiliated with Houthi authorities posing in the midst of what the Houthi
military said is the wreckage of a Saudi F-15 fighter jet shot down in the central
province of Marib. Yemen’s Houthi authorities yesterday said they shot down a
Saudi fighter jet, claiming a locally made munition was used to target the warplane.
“The Yemeni Armed Forces, with Allah’s aid and grace, succeeded in shooting down
a Saudi F-15 fighter jet while it was carrying out hostile operations in support of

its military mobilisations in the airspace of Marib province,” the Houthis’ military

spokesman said.

targeting the holiest city. What’s
inside to target?”

Duringthisyear’s hajj pilgrimage,
the Saudi defence ministry released a
video showing advanced air defence
batteries positioned on the outskirts
of Mecca.

The Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) — a bloc of 57
Muslim countries — condemned
the “heinous attacks”, while Arab
League chief Nabil Fahmy called it
“a matter of extreme gravity”.

Yemen’s civil war has been
largely dormant since 2022, but

- AFP

fighting flared in July when the
Houthis, who have for years
controlled swathes of the north,
launched a large-scale offensive
against government forces.

The conflict in the Arabian
Peninsula’s poorest country has
forced more than 100,000 people
to flee their homes, according to the
United Nations.

Yemen’s permanent representative
at the UN, Abdullah al-Saadi, said the
government was fighting to restore
“national institutions across every
inch” of the country, and called on

the international community to take
action against the Houthis.

‘Catastrophic’ for the
world

With the Houthis targeting Saudi
ships in the Red Sea, the kingdom’s
de facto leader Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi called
on Tuesday for free navigation in the
waterway, which serves as a gateway
to the Suez Canal, a crucial source of
revenue for Cairo.

The revival of Yemen’s civil
war has left Riyadh scrambling to
respond, and its retaliatory strikes
have failed to reverse the recent
gains made by the Houthis.

US media reported last week
that the Saudi crown prince made
a personal request to President
Donald Trump for US intervention,
but was turned down.

A US military task force is
working to enhance intelligence-
sharing and planning assistance for
Saudi forces, a US official told AFP
on Tuesday.

The Houthis have insisted there
is no threat to navigation in the
Bab al-Mandab Strait except for
Saudi vessels, but any attacks in the
waterway are likely to make it less
attractive to shippers.

On Tuesday, Qatar warned of
dire consequences if Bab al-Mandab
was closed, saying it would be
“catastrophic for the entire world”.

— AFP

Ex-pre5|dent S Iengthy war crimes sentence shocks Kosovo

Ismet Hajdari

PRISTINA — Kosovo’s former
president Hashim Thaci was
sentenced to 25 years in prison by
a tribunal in The Hague yesterday
for war crimes, in a verdict that
sparked shock and anger among
many Kosovars.

Judges found Thaci and three
other former Kosovo Liberation

Army (KLA) leaders guilty of

illegal arrests, torture, murder and
cruel treatment of people during the
1998-1999 war for independence
from Serbia.

As leaders of the KLA, they
were ruled responsible for murders,
illegal detentions, torture and poor
treatment by the KLA during, after
and before the war.

But among many Kosovo
Albanians, Thaci and his co-
defendants are still widely lauded
as heroes of its independence
movement — with thousands
gathering in the Balkan nation’s
capital Pristina to watch the verdict
on a large screen.

As the verdict was delivered,
silence settled over the attendees,
leaving many visibly stunned after
weeks of preparations by Thaci’s
supporters for a possible acquittal.

“This process was not about
justice, but politics,” pensioner
Tahir Bytyqi told AFP among the
crowd, which quickly dispersed
after the proceedings finished.

Protesters scuffle with Kosovo riot police in front of the Kosovo Government
Building in Pristina yesterday, following the sentencing of Kosovo’s former
president Hashim Thaci to 25 years in prison by a tribunal in The Hague for war

crimes.

Elsewhere in the capital, a
crowd of young men marched
towards the headquarters of the
European Union’s Rule of Law
Mission in Kosovo (EULEX),
waving KLA flags and chanting the
guerrilla group’s name.

Some scuffled with riot police
and threw stones at the building.

In The  Hague, angry
demonstrators who had gathered
near the court also briefly clashed
with police, with some climbing
onto a police van as officers held
them back from the court building.

A water cannon was used to
disperse the crowd.

- AFP

‘Unacceptable injustice’

The trial has remained deeply
controversial within the Balkan
nation, with the country’s prime
minister Albin Kurti labelling
the verdict “a great and harmful
punishment” and calling for it to be
“corrected” on appeal.

“These are unjust findings,
but they are not final and will be
subject to review on appeal,” Kurti
said in a post on Facebook.

“The reason the KLA was born
was not, and cannot, be punished or
tarnished.”

Thaci was sentenced alongside
former senior KLA figures Jakup

Krasniqi, Rexhep Selimi and Kadri
Veseli. Krasniqi was sentenced to 25
years, Selimi to 13 and Veseli to 18.

The court said they had
“contributed significantly” to a
common criminal purpose targeting
perceived opponents of the KLA’s
political and military goals.

All four were acquitted of
charges of crimes against humanity
and can appeal the sentence.

During the appeals process,
Thaci and his co-accused will
remain detained in The Hague.
Thaci also faces a second trial
over alleged obstruction of justice
related to this case, for which
prosecutors have requested a
sentence of six years.

The 58-year-old resigned as
president and surrendered to the
court after his 2020 indictment. He
has been detained in The Hague
since, with time served counting
towards his sentence.

After the war, Thaci remained a
central political figure and played
a key role in Kosovo’s 2008
declaration of independence.

During the trial, images of the
58-year-old former prime minister
regularly appeared on huge
billboards across the country.

“We defended our homes, our
country. This punishment is a shame
for the international community,”
high school teacher Skender Rexha
said in Kosovo’s capital.

Murders and beatings

The Kosovo Specialist Cham-
bers (KSC), although based in the
Netherlands and staffed by interna-
tional judges, was established under
Kosovo law specifically to prosecute
alleged crimes committed by KLA
members during the war.

Deeply unpopular from its
foundation, the court’s use of
evidence supplied by Belgrade,
which still refuses to recognise its
former province’s independence,
has further inflamed accusations of
political bias.

But its mandate is heavily
backed by international allies,
and the court has previously
convicted several people for crimes
committed during the war.

Reading out the verdict, Judge
Charles Smith said the “scale
and nature” of the men’s crimes
were “very serious”, including 96
murders.

“Murder victims in this case
were shot to death, and others died
because of the severe beatings,”
Smith added.

The court said many of the
victims’ bodies were found in a
condition that amounted to a further
outrage upon their dignity, he said.

The crimes were committed
between April 1998 and June 1999,
during and just after the Kosovo
war, which claimed some 13,000
lives. — AFP
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Libya arrests pilots accused
of flying Turkish jet drunk
before runway crash

TRIPOLI - Libya’s public
prosecution said yesterday it ordered
the arrest of two pilots for allegedly
flying a private jet while drunk
after the aircraft crashed in Misrata
airport without any casualties.

The public prosecution did not
disclose their identity, but private
TV channel Al-Ahrar had reported
that the captain was a German
national and the copilot Turkish.

The private jet reportedly
operated by a Turkey-based
company veered off the Misrata
airport runway during landing on
Monday, before catching fire.

Aflight attendant — a woman also
of Turkish nationality, according to

Al-Ahrar TV — was the only other
person on board.

The prosecution said investi-
gators found “evidence that [the
pilots] had flown the aircraft while
drunk”, before ordering their
pre-trial detention.

The pilots “posed a real threat”
to the “airport, its users and the
safety of the airspace the aircraft
traversed before it crashed”, the
prosecution added.

Photos circulated online had
shown that, with the exception of
the cockpit, the entire aircraft had
caught on fire after the incident.

The prosecution said an
investigation was ongoing. — AFP

Former Zelensky
spokeswoman says barred
from EU parliament
over sanctions

KYIV — Ukrainian President
Volodymyr  Zelensky’s  former
spokeswoman said yesterday she
had been barred from speaking at
the European Parliament (EP) over
sanctions Zelensky had imposed on
her days before.

Yulia Mendel served as
Zelensky’s press secretary from his
election in 2019 until 2021, several

months before Russia invaded
Ukraine.
The 40-year-old has since

become an outspoken critic of her
former boss, describing him as “one
of the biggest obstacles towards
peace” in an interview with right-
wing US talk show host Tucker
Carlson earlier this year.

The Ukrainian presidency an-
nounced sanctions on her and several
other individuals on Sunday, accusing
them of spreading “disinformation

and Russian propaganda”.
Mendel has rejected these
claims.

“On the day of my speech, I was
barred from entering the European
Parliament,” Mendel said in a post on
X, attributing the ban to the sanctions
imposed on her days earlier.

“But the speech will go ahead
anyway, because I know that I
represent a huge segment of society
that longs for peace and wants to be
heard,” she said.

Mendel had been due to speak at
an event organised by the German
far-right AfD party, according to
Ukrainian media.

Neither the Ukrainian presidency
nor the European Parliament made
any immediate public comment on
Mendel’s accusations and it was not
clear whether the move was linked
to the Ukrainian sanctions. —AFP

S Africa’s president takenill
after BRICS summit

JOHANNESBURG - South
African President Cyril Ramaphosa
has  withdrawn from  public

engagements after returning from the
BRICS summit in India, his office
said yesterday. citing ill health.

His absence comes as Deputy
President Paul Mashatile continues
to recover from a minor medical
procedure, leaving both of the country’s
top leaders away from public duties.

Ramaphosa, 73, returned from
the BRICS summit in India on
Monday and had been advised by
his doctors to rest and recover, the
presidency said.

Leaders of the BRICS bloc,
which includes Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa, concluded
a two-day summit in New Delhi on
Sunday, where discussions focused
on inclusive global growth and the
Middle East.

“Where possible, the president
has asked the respective ministers
to represent him at scheduled
engagements,” his office said in a
statement.

Mashatile said on Tuesday that
his “recovery is progressing well”
and that he was “regaining strength
each day”.

“On the advice of my doctors, I
will continue resting until advised
otherwise while work and delegated
responsibilities continue to be
underway in the capable team in
my office with other stakeholders
in government, business and other
sectors,” Mashatile said.

The simultaneous absence of
Ramaphosa and Mashatile comes as
South Africa enters an increasingly
busy political season ahead of local
government elections on November 4.

—AFP
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English village votes to ‘secede’
from UK over asylum centre plan
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Helen Rowe

LONDON - An English
village of around 350 inhabitants
announced yesterday that a vast
majority of residents had voted yes
in an “independence referendum”
staged to protest plans to house over
1,200 migrants in a nearby facility.

Piddington in central England,
25 kilometres from the university
city of Oxford, has grabbed
headlines with its tongue-in-cheek
breakaway vote.

The village’s parish council
announced that with 312 ballots
counted, 285 had voted to secede
from Britain over plans to house
asylum seekers in a nearby disused
military site, in a symbolic vote
with no recognised legal basis.

Residents were handed a ballot
paper with the statement: “I support
Piddington seeking to secede from
the United Kingdom and pursuing
self-determination.”

The local parish council
chair Tim McNally said that the
village will now be known as the
“principality of Piddington”.

McNally told Sky News: “For us,
it’s about proportionality — how does
a small village of 350 odd people
assimilate with 1,250 males?”

He accused the government
of “trying to rush this whole plan
through”.

“I think what this result shows is

that Piddington campaigners have
done an incredible job to highlight
their concerns about the proposed
asylum centre,” the leader of
Oxfordshire county council, Tim
Bearder, told the BBC.

The council chief warned the
planned centre “will be a lightning
rod to the far right, who come here
to protest” and “potentially attack”
asylum seekers.

But Culture Secretary Lisa
Nandy told the BBC that a former
military base “is a better option
for housing asylum seekers” than
hotels or rented accommodation.

“We do have to house people
somewhere while we get a grip on
the asylum chaos... and that base
will go ahead,” she said.

Around Britain, regular protests
have been staged in towns and
villages against the housing of asylum
seekers in hotels and other facilities.

‘T voted to leave’

The Piddington referendum
was a play on the British comedy
film “Passport to Pimlico”.

In the 1949 classic, a small group
of Londoners discover a treasure and
declare independence making them
exempt from post-war rationing and
other bureaucratic restrictions.

“I voted to leave the United
Kingdom,” 76-year-old Piddington
resident Herbert Owen, told AFP

A sign for the English
village of Piddington
is pictured next to
another saying ‘No to
Bicester MOD asylum
centre’- in reference
to local objections

to a government

plan to house

some 1,200 male
asylum seekers at

a nearby Ministry

of Defence (MoD)

site - in Piddington,
Oxfordshire, north-
west of London

on Tuesday. In a
symbolic referendum,
the villagers voted for
independence from
Beritain. - AFP

during the vote, saying it felt like
the government did not “care”
about the bucolic village in the
Oxfordshire countryside.

“We have a village hall, a 12-
century church and a playing field
— and that’s it,” another villager lan
Darby, 63, said, questioning how the
migrants would spend their time.

“It is a takeover of our village,
it’s four times the people of this
village. They are going to want to
get out and about [locally] and that
raises serious issues,” he said.

“I’ve lived here, my whole
life... I won’t really feel safe
enough to walk around anymore,”
17-year-old student and part-time
stablehand Dita Jackson told AFP.

According to the government,
the proposed centre would be used
for a minimum of 10 years to house
single adult male asylum seekers.

The “safety and security” of the
migrants, staff at the base and the
local community would be “of the
utmost importance”, it said.

The centre-left Labour Party,
in power since July 2024, is
phasing out the use of hotels as
migrant accommodation, a policy
it inherited from the previous
Conservative government.

It has vowed to completely
end their use by the end of this
parliament, due in 2029, turning
instead to ex-military bases. — AFP

43 countries urge Taliban to respect

women’s rights

NEW YORK — A total of 43
countries yesterday called on the
Taliban government to immediately
remove all restrictions on the rights
of women and girls in Afghanistan.

Last month marked five years
since the Taliban returned to
power and imposed what the UN
called “suffocating restrictions” on
Afghans, especially women.

Around 2.4 million Afghan
girls and young women are
currently deprived of secondary
education, according to UNESCO.

“Since August 2021, the Taliban
have implemented a policy of
gender-based segregation, virtually
erasing women and girls from

public life and severely restricting
their access to education, healthcare
and employment,” said Jerome
Bonnafont, France’s representative
to the UN, speaking on behalf of the
43 signatory countries, or around 22
percent of the 193 UN member states.
They include  numerous
European countries, as well as
Liberia, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Mexico, and Japan.
“Women who refuse or are
perceived to refuse to comply with
these restrictions face arrest and
arbitrary detention,” Bonnafort
continued, speaking ahead of a
Security Council meeting on the
situation. “Their supporters and

perceived critics of the Taliban rule
also face detention and reprisals.”

The signatories urged Taliban
authorities “to immediately lift all
restrictions on the rights of women
and girls, in all their diversity, and
to put an end to all human rights
violations.”

Despite the country’s dire
humanitarian situation, with much
of the population living in poverty,
forced returns to Afghanistan are
continuing.

More than 400,000 Afghans
have been forcibly returned this
year, according to the United
Nations, primarily from Iran and
Pakistan. —AFP
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Brazil’s Supreme Court clashes over handling
of probe involving judge

Juan Sebastian Serrano

BRASILIA — Brazil’s Supreme
Court engaged in a heated, hours-
long debate on Tuesday over how to
handle a potential probe into one of
its top judges, in an unprecedented
public showdown that has eclipsed
a presidential election campaign.

The court’s 10 justices were
convened by its president, Edson
Fachin, to decide whether or
not to open an investigation into
Alexandre de Moraes, considered
one of the most powerful figures in
Brazil.

Moraes, who led the coup trial
which convicted former president
Jair Bolsonaro in 2025, has been
accused of unsavoury ties to a jailed
banker involved in a major fraud
case.

Fachin opened the session
warning that “the country looks to
this court. History, too, will look
upon this moment.”

However, the six-hour hearing,
broadcast live, laid bare divisions,
with justices shouting and trading
insults as they remained stuck on
procedural issues and how to handle
internal investigations.

The crisis facing the Supreme
Court is one of many erupting after
the arrest last year of banker Daniel
Vorcaro for alleged fraud, which
unveiled a web of questionable ties
that has ensnared judges, lawmakers
and even right-wing presidential
candidate Flavio Bolsonaro.

This handout image released by Brazil’s Supreme Federal
Court (STF) shows Justice André Mendonga during a hearing
on the investigation into alleged links between Supreme Court
Justice Alexandre de Moraes and banker Daniel Vorcaro at the

country’s top court in Brasilia on Tuesday.

It erupted two weeks ago, when
Justice André Mendonga, who
was appointed by former far-right
leader Jair Bolsonaro, unsealed a
police report linked to the Vorcaro
investigation.

It revealed messages sent by
Vorcaro to a number attributed
to Moraes, in which the banker
sought the justice’s help in the fraud
investigation against him.

Moraes is the béte noire of the
Bolsonaro clan and was briefly
sanctioned by US President Donald
Trump’s administration over the
coup trial against Jair Bolsonaro, an
ally of Trump who is serving a 27-

-AFP

year sentence.

He has slammed the move as a
bid to frame him for “political and
electoral purposes.”

During  Tuesday’s  session,
Moraes accused his rival of being
“in the service of a political group
that sought to stage a coup d’état.”

“Liar!” Mendonga retorted.

In another clash, Gilmar Mendes
— an ally of Moraes — provoked
Mendonga, who lost his temper,
shouting: “Show me some respect!”

One of the questions judges
grappled with was whether to unite
the case against Moraes with a case
questioning whether Mendonga

Spain arrests two for exploiting migrants
in crisis-hit Ceuta

MADRID - Spanish police
yesterday said they had arrested
two people suspected of exploiting
migrants who had arrived during
July’s influx to Ceuta by charging
them to sleep in garages unfit for
human habitation.

The announcement illustrates
the humanitarian crisis that Spain’s
north African exclave has suffered
for weeks after tens of thousands
of migrants entered from Morocco
on July 30-31.

Most returned in the following
hours, but thousands remained in
precarious conditions in the small,
overwhelmed city, sleeping rough
or in makeshift tents.

The suspects are believed to

Cambodia, Timor-Leste central banks sign pact
on cross-border digital payment cooperation

PHNOM PENH - The
National Bank of Cambodia
(NBC) and the Central Bank
of Timor-Leste have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to enhance cooperation
on digital payment systems
and cross-border connectivity,
according to an NBC statement
on Monday.

The pact was signed last
Saturday in Timor-Leste’s capital

have “obtained large financial
gains by exploiting the particularly
vulnerable situation of the migrants
who had recently arrived in the
city”, police said in a statement.

Around 20 migrants paid some
30 euros (US$35) per person every
day to sleep “on the floor, in spaces
designated for wvehicle parking
and without adequate living
conditions”, including in storage
rooms.

They only received mattresses
and blankets if they stumped up the
full amount, had to pay to charge
their phones and received death
threats to dissuade them from
reporting their situation, the police
added.

Dili by NBC Governor Chea Serey
and Timor-Leste Central Bank
Governor Hélder Lopes following
a bilateral meeting.

“The objective of this MoU is
to establish a framework to further
strengthen cooperation on digital
payments, financial innovation,
and financial connectivity,” the
statement said.

Under the new framework,
both central banks will exchange

information,
experience,

The suspects are also accused
of offering clandestine trips from
Ceuta to mainland Spain for 6,000
euros, but police did not specify if
any such transport took place.

In August, police announced
five people had been arrested for
charging recently arrived migrants
up to 9,000 euros for that journey.

Ceuta and Spain’s other north
African territory of Melilla are
the European Union’s only land
borders with Africa.

But border checks apply to
all travellers heading from the
exclaves to mainland Spain, in
an exception within Europe’s
Schengen free-travel area.

—AFP

knowledge, and
while collaborating

on joint research and training
initiatives.

“This cooperation also aims to
promote local currency payments
to support trade and investment
activities  between the two
countries,” the statement added.

Timor-Leste is East Timor’s
official Portuguese name.

— Xinhua, MPD

Brazilian Supreme Federal Court (STF) Justice Alexandre de
Moraes attends a hearing on the investigation into alleged
links between himself and banker Daniel Vorcaro at the court
in Brasilia on Tuesday.

-AFP

improperly used his powers to
investigate Moraes.

But the hearing ended in a
deadlock, with Flavio Dino, slamming
a “degradation of the court’s image,”
securing a postponement that could
last until December.

Justice Carmen Lucia, the court’s
only female member, expressed her
“state of deep dismay and sadness.”

“l am somewhat ashamed
that, with less than twenty days to
the election, everything revolves
around what is happening at the
Supreme Court,” she said, asking
“forgiveness from the Brazilian
people.”

A country ‘without a
president’

The crisis has dominated the
campaign ahead of October 4
elections, expected to be a knife-
edge race between leftist President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and
Senator Flavio Bolsonaro, who is
one of Jair Bolsonaro’s sons.

“No one should remain under a
cloud of suspicion. It is important
to investigate, and whoever made
a mistake must pay the price,” Lula
said in an interview on Tuesday.

Moraes has become a near-
constant presence in Brazil’s
headlines in recent years, at the
centre of one major political or
judicial battle after another, many of
which have angered conservatives.

“The current president shared
his power with Alexandre de
Moraes. And in the end, Brazil
was left without any president,”
Flavio Bolsonaro said in a video on
Tuesday.

On Monday, the senator
overtook Lula for the first time in an
opinion poll of voting intentions by
the firm Quaest, which showed him
at 42 percent against 40 percent for
Lula in a runoff.

On Friday, it was revealed
that Flavio Bolsonaro is under
investigation for suspected

corruption and money laundering
regarding the financing of a film
about his father, bankrolled by
Vorcaro. —AFP

‘Battle of Chile’ documentary-
maker Patricio Guzman dies,
aged 85

PARIS - Patricio Guzman, a
Chilean documentary-maker whose
1970s trilogy “The Battle of Chile”
is regarded as a landmark political
documentary, died in Paris on
Tuesday aged 85, his wife told AFP.

Although not widely known
to general audiences, Guzman
was a multiple award-winning
filmmaker regarded as one of the
most prominent to come from Latin
America.

“The Battle of Chile” covered
the government of Chile’s former
president Salvador Allende up to his
death by suicide on September 11,
1973 in the La Moneda presidential
palace as the military attacked itin a
coup led by Augusto Pinochet.

After Pinochet seized power,
Guzman was arrested and subjected

Chilean director
Patricio Guzman
poses during a
gathering for his
documentary film
“My Imaginary
Country (“Mi Pais
Imaginario)” at
the 75th edition of
the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes,
southern France,
on May 21, 2022.

- AFP

to simulated executions. He went on
to make several films shining a light
on the recent history of his country.

“Memory has its own gravity,”
he told AFP in 2010, when another
of his films, “Nostalgia for the
Light”, was shown at Cannes.
“States that bury their past crimes
are lagging behind.”

After leaving Chile in 1973,
Guzman went into exile in Cuba, in
Spain and then in France, while still
keeping his lens trained on Chile.

His last documentary was “My
Imaginary Country”, which came
out in 2022, about a massive popular
revolt that shook Chile in 2019.

One of his favourite sayings was:
“A country without documentary
cinema is like a family without a
family album.” —AFP
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Liga boss criticises Real Madrid trio for Ceuta shirt incident

l[ LALIGA BARCELONA - La Liga pres-

ident Javier Tebas criticised three
Real Madrid stars, including Kylian Mbappe,
yesterday for not properly wearing a T-shirt sup-
porting the people of Ceuta, a Spanish territory
in north Africa affected by a migration crisis.

Los Blancos trio Mbappe, Vinicius Junior
and Ibrahima Konate wore a tribute shirt
partially rolled up ahead of their 3-2 win at
Elche on Tuesday in the Spanish league, which
the other players wore normally.

By doing so, it semi-obscured a message
reading “we are all Ceutans”, referring to the
people living in Spain’s north African territory.

“We saw three players decide not to wear
it - putting it half on is the same as not wearing
it... bad, bad,” Tebas told reporters.

The initiative for the teams to wear the
shirts came from a group of entrepreneurs
from the Valencia region. Tebas said it had
been approved but not organised by La Liga
and was “not a political act of any type”.

La Liga teams playing matches not
involving clubs from the Valencia region have
not been wearing the shirt.

The president of Real Madrid’s Ceuta
fan club Miguel Angel Montano said he was
disappointed by the decision from the trio not
to wear the shirts properly.

“We were very happy to see (players)
wearing the shirts, because we need support,
but we were baffled when we saw that these
three players covered up the message,”
Montano told Spanish radio station esRadio.

Villarreal hosted Real Betis on Monday
and both sets of players wore the shirts
supporting Ceuta, while Levante players wore
the shirt before their game against champions
Barcelona on Sunday, but the Catalan side
elected not to use it.

The controversy comes amid heightened
tensions surrounding Ceuta following a large
influx of migrants. Tens of thousands of
migrants arrived in Ceuta from Morocco on
July 30 and 31.

Most of them returned in the hours
following their arrival, but several thousand
remained in Ceuta.

Locals have protested regularly as the
migrants continue to camp on beaches and

sleep in the streets, accusing the Spanish
government of abandoning the overwhelmed
city amid a humanitarian crisis.

Real Betis and Morocco winger Abde
Ezzalzouli defended himself on social media
on Tuesday after he was criticised for wearing
the shirt.

“I want to make one thing clear — at no

Real Madrid’s
French forward
Kylian Mbappe
(right) falls
down next to
Elche’s Argentine
goalkeeper Matias
Dituro after
scoring his team’s
second goal during
the Spanish league
football match
between Elche CF
and Real Madrid
CF at Martinez
Y Valero Stadium in
| Elche, Spain on
. Tuesday.-AFP
point was the shirt referring to the people of
Ceuta used with a political objective or out
of contempt for my people, the Moroccan
people,” said Ezzalzouli in a post on Instagram.
The former Barcelona winger described it
as a social gesture in support of the population
of the city “regardless of their nationality”.
—AFP
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Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (left) fouls Spain’s defender Pau Cubarsi during the
2026 World Cup final between Spain and Argentina at the New York/New Jersey Stadium

in East Rutherford on July 19.

Lionel Messi was on Tuesday named in Argentina’s squad for a friendly against Benin on
October 6, a match serving as his farewell appearance after announcing his international

retirement last month.

- AFP

Referees chief Webb ‘really disappointed’
over VAR error in Manchester derby

Peaiilés LONDON - Referees’

League chief Howard Webb said he

was “really disappointed”

with the VAR mistake that allowed

Erling Haaland’s winner in the
Manchester derby last weekend.

Haaland scored in the second half of
City’s victory against arch rivals United
at Old Trafford on Sunday.

Haaland’s close-range finish from
Josko Gvardiol’s cross was initially
disallowed for offside, but VAR official
Matt Donohue and his assistant Blake
Antrobus overturned the decision.

Donohue ruled City midfielder Enzo
Fernandez was not interfering with play
when he tried to reach the ball before it
was finished off by Haaland.

City went on to win 1-0, but the result
was overshadowed by the controversy
involving the decisive goal.

United manager Michael Carrick
said he was “staggered” by the decision
because Fernandez blocked Lisandro
Martinez’s attempt to clear and potentially
distracted goalkeeper Senne Lammens.

Donohue and Antrobus have been
stood down by the Pro Ref organisation for
this weekend’s Premier League matches.

Webb, the chief refereeing officer at
Pro Ref, said on the ‘Match Officials:
Mic’d Up’ programme on Tuesday:
“I was really disappointed with this
outcome. We all are. None more so than
the officials themselves.

“They take a lot of personal pride
in what they do and they’re obviously
hurting now, having fallen short in this
situation.

“They’ll not be officiating again
until after the international break. We’ve
reached out to Manchester United and
acknowledged the error, as we do when
these things happen.”

Asked how the VAR officials had
come to the conclusion that Fernandez
was not interfering with play, Webb
said: “In that moment, he (Donohue)
gets tunnel vision.

“He gets focused on Haaland, and
it’s down to the rest of his team to pull
him out of that tunnel, and unfortunately,
that didn’t happen on this occasion.

“This goal should have been
disallowed. We’ll review it, reflect upon
it, and try to take the learning forward to
prevent this unusual type of error from
happening again.” —AFP

Tedesco out, Palladino in amid
Bologna Serie A slump

ROME — Bologna have sacked coach
Domenico Tedesco and replaced him with
_serea_Raffaele Palladino after three defeats and a

draw from four Serie A matches so far this
season, the club said yesterday.

Tedesco took over as Bologna coach in June
and is the second casualty of the Italian season
after Fiorentina fired Fabio Grosso a week ago.

Bologna wished Tedesco well and thanked him
and his support staff for “his professionalism and
competence”.

Palladino, 42, led Atalanta through a difficult
patch at the end of last season, and has signed a
three-year deal at Bologna. —AFP

Lens sack Toppmoeller after 6
games in charge
LILLE — Lens have sacked German
ﬂ coach Dino Toppmoeller after just six games
LIGUETin charge, the Ligue 1 club announced on
Tuesday.

The former Eintracht Frankfurt boss led the
team to three wins, two losses and a draw in all
competitions, including victory in their Champions
League opener at Slavia Prague last week.

Toppmoeller took over at Lens in June on
a two-year deal to replace Pierre Sage after the
Frenchman left for Crystal Palace.

According to German media, the club wanted
to sack his assistant Nelson Morgado, whom he
has worked with since 2017, but Toppmoeller
refused to accept the decision.

“Following numerous discussions focused on
the squad, as well as the functioning and structure
of the coaching staff, the club informed their coach
of its desire to reshape the latter,” Lens said.

“As these structural changes could not be
embraced by Dino Toppmoeller, the club, in a
responsible manner, have decided to bring his
tenure to an end, as well as that of his two assistants.

“The club also note the coach has agreed to
forgo a substantial portion of his contractual
compensation.” —AFP

Gray sacked by Scottish strugglers
Hibernian
? LONDON - David Gray’s 12-year
GSPFL spell with Hibernian is over after he
was sacked as manager of the Scottish
Premiership strugglers yesterday.

The 38-year-old, who was appointed on a
permanent basis in 2024 following an interim
spell in charge, paid the price for Hibernian’s
dismal start to the season.

The Edinburgh club are fourth bottom of the

Scottish Premiership after losing four of their opening
six matches this term, including the last three.

Gray led Hibernian to third place in his first season
in charge before making it successive European
qualifications with a fifth-place finish last term.

However, he was unable to secure Conference
League group phase action on either occasion after
agonising defeats in the play-off rounds.

Gray’s last match in charge was Tuesday’s 1-0
loss at home to Kilmarnock, which was their sixth
defeat in 14 games in all competitions this term.

“Ultimately, this is a decision that we have not
taken lightly, but unfortunately, one as a board we
had to make due to the recent downturn of results
and performances,” Hibernian executive chairman
Ian Gordon said.

Gray, who played for the Easter Road outfit
from 2014 to 2021, famously scored Hibernian’s
stoppage-time winner against Rangers at Hampden
Park in the 2016 Scottish Cup final.

Gray’s goal ended Hibernian’s 114-year wait
for a third success in the tournament. —AFP

Wu, Zhang inspire China to comeback
win over DPR Korea at Asian Games

s ) NAGOYA —Wu Xi and Zhang Yuning set

( . up a goal for each other as China came from
wiiszs Dehind to beat DPR Korea (North Korea’s
official name) 2-1 in its opening men’s football

Group B match at the 2026 Asian Games yesterday.

China fielded a side built around the team that
finished runner-up at this year’s AFC U23 Asian
Cup, with overage players Zhang, Wu and Zhu
Chenjie forming an experienced spine. Wu was
making his first appearance for a Chinese national
side in two years and eight months.

DPR Korea held the edge in possession and
shots, but China proved more clinical, scoring
twice from 10 attempts, including five on target,
despite having less than 40 percent of possession.

DPR Korea took the initiative from the outset,
while China looked to counterattack. Choe Kuk
broke the deadlock in the 27" minute with a finish
from inside the penalty area.

China drew level in the 44" minute when
Zhang rose to head home Wu’s cross from the left.

Both sides continued to create chances after
the break before China took the lead in the 68"
minute. Zhang’s headed layoff on the edge of the
penalty area found Wu, who timed his run to lob
the advancing goalkeeper.

DPR Korea stepped up its attacks in search of an
equalizer, while China made substitutions to shore
up its defense. Goalkeeper Li Hao produced a crucial
save in the 90" minute to preserve China’s lead.

China will face Iran in its next group match on
Sunday. — Xinhua/MPD
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China, Japan, S Korea, Iran

reach basketball semis
| !!W
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Liao Sanning (first left) of China shoots during the quarterfinal match against Saudi Arabia at the 20"

Asian Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026 in Nagoya, Japan, yesterday.

o NAGOYA — China, Japan, South
( ~  Korea and Iran advanced to the
men’s basketball semifinals at the
2026 Asian Games after winning
their respective quarterfinals yesterday.

China held off Saudi Arabia 87-78 despite
forwards Zhu Junlong, Zhao Jiayi and Li
Hongquan being sidelined by injuries. China
took a 48-39 lead into halftime, but Saudi
Arabia fought back to tie the game at 62 at
the end of the third quarter.

The fourth quarter remained tight
before two free throws from Hu Jinqiu gave
China an 83-75 lead with 2:04 remaining.
Mohammad Alsuwailem then made a free
throw and a layup to cut the deficit to 83-78
with 1:29 left, but consecutive baskets from
Cui Yongxi and Liao sealed China’s victory.

Liao, who poured in a game-high 30
points, led four Chinese players in double
digits, while Yu Jiahao added 16 points and
nine rebounds. Muhammad Abdurrahkman
led Saudi Arabia with 25 points.

PR

- Xinhua

Iran narrowly defeated Bahrain 79-74 to
advance to the semifinals. With 10.4 seconds
remaining and holding a three-point lead,
Iran missed three consecutive free throws,
giving Bahrain a final chance to turn the
game around.

On Bahrain’s last possession, guard
Mustafa Rashed missed a three-pointer
from the corner. He was then ejected after
receiving his second technical foul of the
game for disputing the call, ending Bahrain’s
hopes of a comeback.

In the other two quarterfinals, Lee Hyun-
jung scored 28 points and grabbed nine
rebounds, while veteran Choi Jun-yong
added six points on his return as South
Korea routed Jordan 114-80; Host Japan
defeated Chinese Taipei 85-78, with Kotetsu
Kurokawa scoring 23 points.

The men’s basketball semifinals will be
staged tomorrow, with China facing Japan
and South Korea taking on Iran.

— Xinhua

France says 2030 Winter Olympics
safe despite political uncertainty

Lyon — France will honour
/7/}m its commitment to host the 2030
ALEES 2039 Winter Olympics regardless of the

XK outcome of next year’s presidential
election, Sports Minister Marina Ferrari said
on Tuesday during an IOC visit to Lyon.

“When France commits to an
international project such as hosting the
Olympic and Paralympic Games, France
will deliver regardless of any political
changeover,” Ferrari told reporters, adding
that it would be difficult to reverse course.

Her comments came after environmental
groups and left-wing politicians renewed
calls to scrap the project, arguing it would
have a damaging ecological impact.

“We’re calling for the project to be
stopped; there’s no shame in doing so. The
summer has been very impactful in terms
of climate,” Delphine Larat of the citizens’
collective JOP 2030 told AFP.

An elected member of parliament with
the hard-left France Unbowed (LFI) party,
Jean-Francois Coulomme, criticised plans
for artificial snow production and said the
project would be “radically reassessed” on
environmental and financial grounds if Jean-
Luc Melenchon were elected president.

The International Olympic Committee
was in Lyon until yesterday to inspect
potential venues for ice events, which were

moved from Nice after newly elected mayor
Eric Ciotti rejected plans for a temporary
rink at the city’s football stadium.

The region’s president, Renaud
Muselier, blamed the far right for “driving
the Games out of Nice”, but said even a
future government potentially led by Marine
Le Pen would be unlikely to forgo the global
exposure offered by the Olympics.

The IOC visit comes days after the
resignation of organising committee chief Edgar
Grospiron following a prolonged governance
crisis. Deputy head Vincent Roberti is serving
as interim head while a successor is sought.

Yesterday the I0C is expected to confirm
venues in the Lyon region for ice hockey,
curling, figure skating and short-track speed
skating events.

Attention will then turn to appointing
a new organising committee president.
Officials said they were in no rush, with
Muselier and Fabrice Pannekoucke, president
of the Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes region, both
reporting strong interest in the role.

“We need someone who embodies the
project, a leader with natural authority and
personal charisma,” Muselier said.

French Olympic Committee president
Amelie Oudea-Castera said the successful
candidate would not necessarily be a former
athlete. — AFP

Athletes stranded near airport as
Asian Games shuttle service falters

» NAGOYA -  Widespread
( © transport delays left numerous
. athletes and officials from various

countries and regions stranded
yesterday at Aichi Sky Expo, a venue next to
Chubu Centrair International Airport, ahead
of the Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games.

Many arriving delegations waited
hours for transfers to their official
accommodation, after the on-site system
failed to find information for a large number
of athletes, leaving them unable to board
the pre-arranged shuttle buses. No official
explanation was given for the problem.

A group of Chinese delegation members,
including several national teams, arrived at
the airport around 12:15 p.m. local time.
Some of their information could not be
found in the system, preventing the group
from boarding the shuttle buses.

The disruption affected delegations from
multiple countries and regions. A coach with
India’s rowing team said his squad landed
at 10:00 a.m. but waited more than four
hours for transport, with teams that arrived
even earlier facing similar delays. Only two
of the 21 members of China’s gymnastics
team could be found in the on-site system,
according to a delegation member, leaving
the entire team stranded.

Exhausted athletes waited for hours at Aichi
Sky Expo, just outside the airport terminals.
Many Chinese athletes used the downtime to
train, laying out yoga mats to stay warmed up.

“No one has told us the exact departure
time. Even staff and volunteers have no clear
answers,” a Chinese delegation official said.

The waiting continued through the afternoon.

Kazakhstan’s shooting team waited more than
two hours without any official explanation. A
volunteer said the chaos appeared to stem from
poor coordination between departments.

“Many parts of the workflow are not
connected. Teams can arrange private
transport if they want, but they have to cover
the costs themselves,” the volunteer said.

With no clear timeline for the official
buses, China’s badminton team tried to
take public airport buses but could not get
enough tickets for everyone. Some athletes
left separately while the rest stayed behind.

The remaining badminton players were
helped by staff from the Chinese Consulate Gen-
eral in Nagoya, who arranged chartered vehicles
through local overseas Chinese contacts. The full
team finally left Aichi Sky Expo at 4:30 p.m.

Other Chinese teams also faced long
delays. Some members of the table tennis,
wushu and rowing teams boarded official
buses around 5:00 p.m., while the gymnastics
team did not leave until 6:00 p.m. — nearly
six hours after arriving.

For some delegations, the ordeal lasted
far longer. At around 7:00 p.m. local time, an
official with the Sri Lankan delegation said
the team’s total travel and waiting time had
stretched to 24 hours since leaving home.

Conditions throughout the day remained
basic. Only drinking water was provided at
the venue, with no food available.

“These off-field troubles are harder to
endure than the competitions themselves,” a
fatigued athlete said.

The logistical breakdown before the Games
has raised widespread concerns about the host’s
ability to run the event smoothly. — Xinhua
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Pogacar back in the saddle on
road to 2027 return

Cycling

PARIS — Cycling star Tadej Pogacar has
resumed training on a stationary bike and is
targeting a full recovery for next season after
fracturing his collarbone and neck in a crash
at the Vuelta a Espana.

The five-time Tour de France champion
suffered multiple injuries after a fall two weeks
ago and will not defend his world title at the
upcoming world championships in Canada.

However, the 27-year-old Slovenian
posted a video on Instagram on Tuesday,
saying his recovery was on track and that
he was gradually building towards the 2027
season.

“Not quite how we planned to spend
September,” wrote Pogacar.

Before his crash on stage eight of the
Vuelta, Pogacar had planned to chase a
record-equalling third world road race title
in Montreal later this month before setting
his sights on a sixth consecutive Giro di
Lombardia victory in October.

“It’s just nice to be back on the bike. 'm
taking it step by step at the moment and slowly
building things back up towards next season,”
said the UAE Team Emirates rider. ~ — AFP

2027 Formula One calendar
includes Monaco sprint race

F1

PARIS — The 2027 Formula One
calendar unveiled yesterday will feature
24 Grands Prix across 22 countries and 10
sprint events, including Monaco.

Pre-season testing is scheduled to take
place in Bahrain from February 24-27 before
the first race is held there on March 12-14,
followed by Saudi Arabia a week later.

The FIA will be hoping that those events

in the Gulf do not suffer the disruption
they have experienced this year due to the
repercussions of the US-led war on Iran.

This year’s season is scheduled to end
with races in Qatar and Abu Dhabi but
Formula One has contingency plans if those
races cannot be held for safety reasons as a
result of the ongoing conflict.

The 2027 season is also due to conclude
in Abu Dhabi.

The European leg of the 2027 calendar
includes the return of Portugal in June, with
Turkey rejoining the calendar in October
between the races in Azerbaijan and Singapore.

The Netherlands drops out of the
calendar in 2027.

2027 Formula One calendar (S denotes
a sprint race)

S-March 12-14, Bahrain

March 19-21, Saudi Arabia (Jeddah)

S-April 2-4, Australia (Melbourne)

S-April 9-11, Japan (Suzuka)

April 16-18, China (Shanghai)

April 30-May 2, Miami

S-May 21-23, Canada (Montreal)

S-June 4-6, Monaco

June 18-20, Portugal (Portimao)

S-July 2-4, Britain (Silverstone)

July 9-11, Austria (Spielberg)

July 23-25, Belgium (Spa-Francorchamps)

July 30-August 1, Hungary (Budapest)

S-September 3-5, Italy (Monza)

September 10-12, Spain (Madrid)

September 24-26, Azerbaijan (Baku)

October 1-3, Turkey (Istanbul)

October 8-10, Singapore

October 22-24, USA (Austin)

October 29-31, Mexico (Mexico City)

S-November 5-7, Brazil (Sao Paulo)

November 18-20, Las Vegas

S-December 3-5, Qatar

S-December 10-12, Abu Dhabi  — AFP
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French court to hear Depardieu’s appeal
againstrape trial order: sources

PARIS — A French court will this
week hear an appeal from cinema
icon Gérard Depardieu against an
order that he should stand trial on
charges of raping an actress in 2018,
judicial sources and sources close to
case said yesterday.

Depardieu’s  lawyers  will
present their arguments at a closed-
door session of the Paris court of
appeal today and seek to have the
case dropped, the sources told AFP,
asking not to be named.

A French investigating judge
in August 2025 ordered Depardieu
to stand trial on charges of raping
actor Charlotte Arnould in 2018.

The move came after a Paris court
handed Depardieu an 18-month sus-
pended sentence in a separate case
in May 2025 after convicting him of
sexually assaulting two women on a
film set in 2021.

The new legal team of the actor,
77, which he has changed since
the 2025 conviction, will seek to
undermine Arnould’s case, a source
said. But prosecutors will seek to
uphold the decision to send the case
to trial, another source added.

“His new lawyers are persisting
in disparaging the victim as a defence
strategy,” Arnould’s lawyer Carine
Durrieu Diebolt told AFP. “We trust
the justice system to finally bring
this to trial,” she added.

The appeal court is expected to

French actor Gérard Depardieu arrives on the fourth day of his trial in which he
is charged with sexually assaulting two women during a film shoot in 2021, at
the Paris criminal court in the Tribunal de Paris courthouse, on March 27, 2025.
Depardieu will stand trial on appeal from November 16 to 20, 2026, over the same
case, after being convicted on May 13, 2025 and handed an 18-month suspended

sentence for sexually assaulting the two women.

give its decision at a later date.

Arnould accuses Depardieu of
raping her at his home during the
summer of 2018 while she was
aged 22. She filed a complaint just
days after the alleged incident.

In May, a Paris court convicted
Depardieu on charges of sexual
assault during the filming in 2021
of “Les Volets verts” (“The Green
Shutters”) by director Jean Becker.
The appeal trial in that case is
scheduled for November 16 to 20.

-AFP

That conviction and a slew of
other allegations in recent years
have tarnished the reputation
of a man previously seen as the
colossus of French cinema for the
past half-century.

Depardieu became a star in
France from the 1980s with roles
in “The Last Metro”, “Police”
and “Cyrano de Bergerac”, before
Peter Weir’s “Green Card” also
made him a Hollywood celebrity.

— AFP

Rob Reiner son will not face death penalty,

LOS ANGELES — The son of
Hollywood icon Rob Reiner will
not face the death penalty when he
stands trial over the killings of his
parents, Los Angeles County’s top
prosecutor said on Tuesday.

Nick Reiner, who turned 33 on
Monday, was arrested in December
2025 after his parents’ bloodied
bodies were discovered at their
home in the affluent Brentwood
neighbourhood of Los Angeles.

He has pleaded not guilty to
two counts of murder, with the
special circumstance allegations
of multiple murders and murder
by means of lying in wait.

Rob Reiner, 78 — the director
behind classics including “When
Harry Met Sally” and “A Few
Good Men” —and his wife Michele
Singer, 70, were stabbed to death.

pI'OSCClltOI' SAYS

Los Angeles County District
Attorney Nathan Hochman said
the decision not to pursue the
death penalty followed ‘“rigorous
review” including discussions
with the Reiner family.

“They made their views very
clear,” Hochman said at an early
morning press briefing, referring
to Nick Reiner’s siblings, Jake and
Romy Reiner.

“We took their views into con-
sideration in ultimately deciding
not to seek the death penalty.”

The maximum sentence Nick
Reiner will face is life in prison
without possibility of parole. The
prosecutor estimated a trial would
not begin before next year.

Nick Reiner had a history of
addiction and mental health issues.

He lived in a guest house on his

parents’ property, and had attended
a party at the home of comedian
Conan O’Brien with his parents
prior to their deaths, an event at
which some attendees reportedly
said he had behaved erratically.

Rob Reiner, the son of
legendary comedian Carl Reiner,
started his showbiz career in acting.

He won fame as the oafish
son-in-law Michael “Meathead”
Stivic on groundbreaking 1970s
sitcom “All in the Family,” before
transitioning to directing.

As a director, his output
included classic films like 1984’s
rock music mockumentary “This
is Spinal Tap,” fantasy gem “The
Princess Bride” from 1987 and
seminal coming-of-age movie
“Stand By Me.”

— AFP

Veteran Nollywood star Olu Jacobs dies at 84: family

LAGOS — One of Nigeria’s
pioneering filmmakers and actors
who helped bring Nollywood talent to
the global stage, Olu Jacobs has died
at age 84, his family said yesterday.

Jacobs is regarded as one of the
father figures in Nigeria’s vibrant film
industry, Nollywood, with a career
that spanned over five decades in
theatre, television and film.

Announcing the death on
Instagram, his son, Olusoji Jacobs,
said his was “a life well lived and
fought”.

Jacobs’ wife, Joke Silva, who is
also a renowned Nollywood actress
and filmmaker, announced in 2021
that he had been diagnosed with
Lewy body dementia, a progressive
neurodegenerative disease.

Born Oludotun Jacobs, he trained
at the Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art in London and appeared in
different British television shows
and series in the 1970s — including
“The Goodies”, “The Professionals”
and “The Tomorrow People”.

He also featured in numerous

Nigerian productions and won
several awards.

“Nigeria has lost far more
than a great actor; we have lost an
institution, a cultural icon and one
of the finest ambassadors of our
creative spirit,” Atiku Abubakar,
Nigeria’s former vice president and
candidate in upcoming presidential
elections, wrote in a post on X.

Nollywood is the world’s
second largest only to Bollywood
in terms of output, and produces
some 2,000 films annually. — AFP
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Helen Mirren delves immto
Patricia Highsmith’s mind
i ‘A Talent for Murder’

Paula Ramon

TORONTO - Helen Mirren
makes no secret of her admiration
for writers, something reflected in
her portrayal of American author
Patricia Highsmith in “A Talent for
Murder,” the thriller that premiered
at the Toronto Film Festival.

“It was a fascinating journey
to go into her psychology,”
the 8l-year-old British Oscar
winner commented this week at a
roundtable with journalists.

In “A Talent for Murder,”
Mirren embodies Highsmith, the
author of the Tom Ripley novels,
who moved in the 1980s to a small
town in Switzerland, where she led
an increasingly secluded life.

Directed by Anton Corbijn, the
film presents a psychological duel
between the renowned writer and
her agent, Edward Ridgeway (Alden
Ehrenreich), who tries to convince
her to write a new Tom Ripley novel.

“Playing Highsmith was
intense,” Mirren told AFP.
Although there wasn’t much

audiovisual material available, the actor
found clues to portray the reclusive
writer in interviews and videos.

In that process, Mirren
discovered she had nothing in
common with her character.

“I’'ve gone in the opposite
direction in my attitude to life.
She became very embittered, very
private, isolated,” Mirren said of
Highsmith. “She was not a very nice
person at the end of her life at all.”

Likewise, the idea that anyone
is capable of committing a crime is
inconceivable to Mirren.

“I’ve never thought of killing a
person. I don’t think Patricia Highsmith
is right about that,” she said.

And the film doesn’t hide that
side of her personality.

“One wants to pay respect to her
genius and her brilliance,” Mirren
said. “But I think it would do her
a disservice to try and smooth over
the edges that she very much had.”

Understanding Obsession

Mirren said she believed that
part of what isolated the author of
“Strangers on a Train” was that
“she fell madly, passionately in
love, obsessively in love... [and]

comes from the understanding of
obsession.”

The British actor, who also
plays the ruthless Maeve Harrigan,
the fierce matriarch of the series
“MobLand,” reflected on the
diversity of roles she has portrayed
in her six-decade career and how the
industry has changed for women.

“I’'m so cross that I wasn’t born
later,” she said. “Not because I
would like to be younger now, but
because I would like to have had
the opportunity as an actress when
I was in my 20s, early 30s that
actresses have nowadays.”

“There’s so much I want to do,”
said Mirren, who has no plans to
retire.

But she noted that dream projects
don’t always translate into success.

“Often it’s something that

comes completely from left field
that you’re not expecting,” she
said. “I would never, you know,
have thought of playing Patricia
Highsmith.”

—AFP

Helen Mirren poses on the sidelines of
the premiere of “A Talent For Murder”
during the 2026 Toronto International
Film Festival (TIFF) at Roy Thomson Hall
on Monday in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

part of the energy of her writing - AFP
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Up, up & away!

This photograph shows the 2024 Olympic cauldron designed by French designer Mathieu
Lehanneur flying over the Tuileries gardens in Paris on Monday.

The Cauldron, brought back to Paris since June 21 will made its last flight of the season on

Monday. - AFP

Devotees look at an idol of the elephant-headed Hindu deity Ganesha, laid inside a solar
system-themed installation during the ongoing ‘Ganesh Chaturthi’ festival in Hyderabad,

India yesterday. —AFP

A zebra dove sits in a cage during an annual bird singing competition for the Royal
Trophy from Thai Princess Sirindhorn, in Thailand’s southern province of Narathiwat
yesterday. - AFP
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Members of a youth band from Britain interact with lion dance performers during the 2026
Chinese and Foreign Youth Wind Band China Tour Exhibition and Exchange Activity in
Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, yesterday. The tour kicked off here yesterday. — Xinhua

Backtothe 70’s

Shoe details are seen on a model walking the runway during the 2027 Spring/Summer Thom
Browne show as part of New York Fashion Week in New York on Tuesday. - AFP

A guest looks on at the ceremony for the arrival of the flame for the Youth Olympic Games
in Dakar on Saturday.

The Youth Olympic flame was lit in Athens last Thursday before traveling to Senegal,
where the 2026 Summer Youth Olympic Games will take place from October 31 to
November 13, bringing together 2700 athletes competing in 25 sports. - AFP




