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Xi holds phone talks 
with British PM

President Xi Jinping yesterday held 
phone talks with British Prime Minister 
Andy Burnham. 

 – Story on p. 7

UK, France, Canada to ban imports 
from Israeli settlements

Britain, France and Canada said yesterday they will ban 
imports from Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank, 
with a UK minister accusing Israel of turning a blind eye to the 
“ethnic cleansing” of Palestinians there.     –  Story on p. 10

Putin and Trump discuss Ukraine in 
‘extremely frank’ call

Russian President Vladimir Putin and US counterpart Donald 
Trump yesterday discussed the Ukraine conflict in an “extremely 
frank” and constructive hour-long phone call, the Kremlin said. 

   – Story on p. 11 

Armindo Neves
Macau students achieved outstanding 

results across four key assessment domains in 
the latest PISA study: science, mathematics, 
reading, and Learning in the Digital World 
(LDW)*, topping global rankings in LDW 
with a score of 572 points.

The Paris-based Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) published yesterday the global 
results of its Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) 2025. Following 
the release, Macau’s Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ) held a press 
conference at its headquarters to present an 
analysis of the Macao Special Administrative 
Region’s (MSAR) performance.

The international study surveyed 765,000 
students across 91 countries and economies, 
representing approximately 33 million 
students worldwide. In Macau, 46 secondary 
schools took part, involving nearly 5,000 
students, over 680 teachers, and almost 5,000 
parents, according to DSEDJ statement issued 
after the press conference. 

PISA, launched in 2000, evaluates global 
education systems by testing 15-year-old 
students every three years in mathematics, 
science, and reading, with one primary subject 
domain emphasised in each assessment cycle.

DSEDJ Director Kong Chi Meng 
highlighted the city’s top-tier performance 
across all four metrics. In LDW, Macau 
secured the top spot globally with an average 
score of 572, with 53.7 per cent of students 
achieving high-performance (“elite”) status – 

the highest proportion worldwide.
In science, Macau scored an average of 

541, ranking third globally behind Singapore 
and the Chinese mainland (represented by 
four participating provinces/municipalities: 
Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu, and Zhejiang). 
In mathematics, Macau also placed third 
globally with 549 points, trailing Singapore 
and the Chinese mainland as well. In reading, 
Macau placed fifth with 501 points, following 
Singapore, the Chinese mainland, China’s 
Taiwan region, and Japan.

Kong noted that local students excelled 

in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) fields, demonstrating 
strong capabilities in integrating scientific 
enquiry, mathematical reasoning, and 
computational thinking to solve complex 
problems, alongside advanced programming 
and modelling skills.

The region’s education system was also 
praised for educational equity, recording one 
of the lowest proportions of low-achieving 
students globally. Macau recorded the second-
lowest rate of low performers in science and 
mathematics, the third-lowest in reading, and 

the lowest globally in digital learning.
Gender breakdown showed local boys 

outperforming girls in mathematics, science, 
and digital learning, while girls performed 
better in reading. The gap was narrowest in 
science, where boys led by just one point.

Kong attributed the results to recent 
government initiatives in artificial 
intelligence (AI) education. Key measures 
include embedding AI and coding into the 
school curriculum, funding AI experimental 
classrooms, building smart teaching platforms, 
and leveraging the Macau section of the 
National Smart Education Public Service 
Platform to share educational resources.

He added that digital learning in Macau has 
evolved beyond basic device usage into intelligent 
AI-assisted learning, significantly boosting 
student STEM literacy across the MSAR.  

*Learning in the Digital World (LDW) is 
the innovative domain assessed for the first 
time in the PISA 2025 study. It measures the 
ability of 15-year-old students to actively and 
effectively manage their own learning using 
digital tools and computational methods. 
The assessment is grounded in a social 
constructivist view of learning, emphasising 
that students build knowledge through 
active interaction with their environment 
and available digital resources. The LDW 
assessment is not a traditional test but a series 
of interactive, 30-minute task units designed 
as simulated digital learning environments. 
Students are given complex problems to solve 
and must navigate a variety of digital tools 
and resources. – DeepSeek  

Macau ranks No.1 globally 
in LDW in PISA study

Education and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) Director Kong Chi Meng looks on during yesterday’s 
press conference about the results of the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2025 at 
the bureau on Avenida de D. João.                   – Photo: DSEDJ

This photo taken yesterday shows the booth of a sci-tech company at an exhibition 
hall of the 2026 China International Fair for Trade in Services (CIFTIS) in Beijing. The 
2026 CIFTIS held a media preview event yesterday. This year’s CIFTIS, slated to be 
held from today to Sunday, will bring together exhibitors from over 90 countries and 
international organizations, along with more than 1,800 companies.            – Xinhua

Staff Reporter 
HONG KONG – Tung Chee-

hwa, Hong Kong’s first chief execu-
tive and a former vice chairman of the 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference (CPPCC), died on last night at 
the age of 89, Hong Kong’s Standard 
newspaper reported early today.

Tung died peacefully in Hong 
Kong Sanatorium and Hospital 
shortly after 10:00 p.m. with family 
members by his side, according to a 
statement issued by his office.

“Our beloved Mr Tung Chee-

hwa, former vice chairman of the 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference and the first chief 
executive of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region, passed 
away peacefully on September 8, 
2026, surrounded by his loved ones. 
He was 89,” the statement said.

His office described Tung as 
an upright man who was deeply 
devoted to the country and dedicated 
himself tirelessly to public service, 
adding that his character and spirit 
would long be remembered.

Tung had largely stayed out of 
the public eye in recent years and 
had been absent from major official 
events, including the annual July 1 
handover anniversary celebrations.

Born in Shanghai in 1937, Tung 
was the eldest son of shipping 
magnate Tung Chao-yung and 
moved to Hong Kong with his 
family at the age of 12.

He was the first chief executive 
of the HKSAR between July 1, 1997 
and March 12, 2005, stepping down 
during his second five-year terms 
for health reasons. 

HK’s !rst CE Tung Chee-hwa dies at 89
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Staff Reporter
A taxi and a motorcycle collided 

on Avenida Panorâmica do Lago 
Sai Van, heading towards Sai 
Van Bridge, at roughly 5:00 p.m. 
yesterday, leaving the motorcyclist 
injured, a Public Security Police 
(PSP) spokeswoman said.

According to the spokeswoman, 
the taxi was travelling in the right-
hand lane when its driver, a local 
man in his 60s, attempted to pull 
into the left-hand lane. The nearside 
of the taxi subsequently struck the 
motorcycle.

The rider, a local man in his 70s, 
sustained multiple injuries and was 
admitted to the public Conde de 

São Januário Hospital Centre for 
medical treatment.

Both passed roadside breathalyser 
tests, the spokeswoman added.

The cabbie was subsequently 
summonsed for careless overtak-
ing. 

Taxi crashes into motorbike, 
rider hurt near Sai Van Bridge

The official logo of the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) 

Staff Reporter
Five Macau residents fell 

victim to a bogus MPay phishing 
SMS scam between September 
4-7, losing a total of roughly 
28,400 patacas, Judiciary Police 
(PJ) spokesman Cheong Siu 
Keong said during a regular press 
conference yesterday.

According to Cheong, 
scammers had recently resumed 
sending unsolicited phishing 
text messages to residents while 
impersonating the mobile payment 
platform MPay. The messages 

claimed that the recipients’ MPay 
accounts had been exposed to an 
“online security risk” and that a 
protective mechanism had been 
activated.

Cheong added that the victims 
were instructed to click an 
embedded link in the text message 
to access a purported “official 
website” to complete identity 
verification, under threat of having 
their payment accounts suspended.

Upon clicking the fraudulent 
link, the victims were prompted 
to enter sensitive information, 

including their MPay account 
numbers, login passwords, and 
payment passcodes. The scammers 
then allegedly seized control of their 
accounts and made unauthorised 
purchases and transfers.

The five victims comprised a 
young woman, three middle-aged 
women, and an elderly man. Their 
individual losses ranged from just 
over 100 patacas to more than 
11,000 patacas. The scammers 
primarily used the stolen account 
details to make unauthorised 
purchases at shops both locally 
and in Malaysia, Cheong said.

The Judiciary Police Anti-
Fraud Coordination Centre 
stressed that Macau Pass would 
never ask residents to provide 
passwords, transaction verification 
codes, or account details via text 
message or unverified links.

Members of the public were 
urged not to click on suspicious 
links and to verify the authenticity 
of websites before submitting 
personal or payment information.

Suspected fraud should 
immediately be reported to the 
Judiciary Police’s Anti-Fraud 
Enquiry hotline on 8800 7777 or 
the crime reporting hotline on 993 
for assistance. 

5 residents lose 28,400 patacas in fake 
MPay phishing scam: Macau police

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman Cheong Siu Keong looks on during yesterday’s 
regular press conference.                – Photo: Sherwin Hng 

Interview by Armindo Neves
A serious incident of campus violence 

occurred in Macau on the September 1 
opening day of the school term, where an 
18-year-old student used drain cleaner to 
attack a female teacher in her 60s, sparking 
deep public concern over youth mental health 
and school safety.

In response to a written interview by 
the Post on Monday, Che Mei Leng, vice-
president of the Macau General Union of 
Neighbourhood Associations (UGAMM, 
commonly known as Kai Fong) and director 
of its Women’s Affairs Committee, pointed 
out that regulating the retail sales of hazardous 
household products presents high operational 
difficulties.

She stressed that the fundamental key 
to preventing extreme incidents lies in the 
mental health and psychological counselling 
of users, as well as fostering a friendly, 
inclusive environment between teachers and 
students.

Unified hazardous goods control 
proves difficult – root cause 
remains lack of psychological 
counselling

Regarding the suspect purchasing 
corrosive liquid outside school grounds and 
taking it onto campus, Che said that products 
such as drain cleaner are common household 
items readily available to the public, making 
direct, comprehensive monitoring of 
purchases difficult.

Because offenders do not buy in bulk, 
sales restrictions or real-name registration 
systems offer limited preventive effect against 
extreme behaviour; the crucial factors remain 
the individual’s psychological state and intent.

Che emphasised that preventing extreme 
occurrences must begin with psychological 
support and mental health interventions, 
while continuously promoting teacher–
student integration and a supportive campus 
environment.

Improving medical and 
psychological support to 
safeguard staff rights

Touching upon the injured teacher’s 
medical condition and subsequent recovery, 
Che revealed that the victim is currently 
receiving medical follow-up at the hospital, 
while the Psychiatry Department at the public 
Conde de São Januário Hospital Centre 
(CHSCJ) can provide clinical psychological 
assistance and therapy.

Should UGAMM receive requests 
for help, its community psychological 
counselling team will provide timely services, 
she said. Meanwhile, teaching staff in non-
tertiary private schools in Macau are entitled 
to free healthcare and can obtain medical 
support provided by public health institutions, 
according to Che.

Leveraging school counsellors 
and online hotlines

In response to emotional management 
issues and vengeful mindsets among young 
people, Che noted that schools can make 
full use of the “Student Mental Health 
Identification Form” and operational 
guidelines formulated by the Education 
and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ), 
using the “Campus Physical and Mental 
Health Working Group” to identify student 
needs across tiered levels. Paired with the 
primary and secondary student mental health 

assessment scale currently being planned by 
the bureau – alongside specialised training for 
teachers and counsellors – this framework will 
help spot early warning signs such as suicide, 
self-harm, and behavioural deviations, she 
said. 

Che added that school campuses do 
not lack channels for communication and 
mediation. Operating independently of the 
educational management system, school-
based student counsellors act as neutral 
“third-party mediators” when conflicts or 
disciplinary disagreements arise between 
teachers and students. They can step in to offer 
emotional reassurance and facilitate dialogue, 
preventing situations from escalating, she 
said. Furthermore, the DSEDJ has launched 
a 24-hour online student counselling platform 
and helpline to provide a timely outlet for 
students in need, she noted. 

Inter-departmental crisis 
intervention aims to monitor 
trauma

In order to mitigate potential post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) among 
staff and students at the school, Che pointed 
out that authorities and school management 
have established a crisis response team. 
Professional counselling agencies have 
entered campuses to conduct Critical Incident 
Stress Debriefing (CISD) for eyewitnesses, 
classmates, and the wider school community. 
Individuals assessed to have severe traumatic 
responses will be referred to the Health 
Bureau’s (SSM) specialist units for follow-up, 
with tracking profiles established to monitor 
their mental health for at least three months.

Che highlighted that Kai Fong’s 
community psychological counselling team 

will continue to drive direct community 
counselling and mental health outreach, 
deepening collaboration with schools and 
families to enhance residents’ psychological 
well-being and make every effort to prevent 
extreme incidents from recurring. 

Prevention key to campus violence lies in mental health 
and teacher–student inclusivity: Kai Fong VP Che Mei Leng

Undated file photo of Macau General Union of 
Neighbourhood Association (UGAMM) Vice-
President-cum-Director of UGAMM’s Women’s 
Affairs Committee Che Mei Leng. 

– Photo courtesy of UGAMM
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Khalel Vallo
Japan’s Tomokazu Harimoto 

defeated Macau’s Mak Tin Ian 3-0 
(11-2, 11-2, 11-2) in the opening 
round of 32 at WTT Champions 
Macao 2026 yesterday, as the 
local player made his debut at the 
tournament. The event is being held 
at the Macao East Asian Games 
Dome in Cotai between yesterday 
and Sunday.

WTT stands for World Table 
Tennis.

Speaking to the media after-
wards, Harimoto, ranked number 
four in the world, said he approaches 
the tournament in the same way as 
other competitions, with the aim of 
winning the championship.

When asked about Mak, 
Harimoto said that they are 
around the same age. He also 
recalled seeing Mak play earlier 
this year and noted that the local 
player was experienced and well 
prepared. Harimoto said he hoped 
to face Mak again in the future and 
wished him the best. Both are in 
their early 20s.

Harimoto also reflected on his 
recent performances, saying he 
has been trying to improve “a lit-
tle bit every day” both on and off 
the court. When asked whether he 
had made significant changes fol-
lowing previous championships, 
Harimoto said he did not think 
so, although he suggested he may 
have matured and changed some-
what physically.

For Mak, the match provided 
an opportunity to measure 
himself against one of the world’s 
leading players. He said he felt 
uncomfortable with the rhythm of 
the match and struggled to impose 
his game against Harimoto’s 

tactics. “My advantage lies in my 
backhand,” Mak said. “But when I 
played at the table [this time], I was 
not used to the rhythm of the game,” 
he added.

Despite the 0-3 scoreline, Mak 
said the experience would help him 
identify areas for improvement, 
particularly his backhand. He said 
he would study new techniques and 
strengthen that part of his game 
before a potential rematch.

Speaking to the Post, Mak said 
he did not feel there was a specific 
turning point because he had been 
forced to play under pressure from 
the beginning. He said that the 
biggest lesson was to value every 
point against a top-level opponent.

“It’s not easy to get a point 
against a top-tier player, so I 
cherished every point I got,” Mak 
said. He also described representing 
Macau at a WTT Champions event 
as an honour, saying he had learnt 
from Harimoto’s technique, playing 
style and training methods.

Harimoto cruises past Mak in WTT Champions Macao opener

Japan’s Tomokazu Harimoto (left) and Macau’s Mak Tin Ian compete during the WTT Champions Macao 2026 at the Macao East 
Asian Games Dome in Cotai yesterday.               – Photos: Khalel Vallo

Mak Tin Ian speaks to the Post after 
yesterday’s match.

“I’m very grateful to represent 
Macau. I’m very grateful to WTT 
for giving me the opportunity to 
participate in this tournament,” he said.

The defeat ended Mak’s men’s 
singles journey, but he noted that 
the experience had exposed areas 
he intends to improve. He also 

expressed his desire for another 
opportunity to face Harimoto and 
demonstrate that progress. 

(More on page 14)

Khalel Vallo
The Social Welfare Bureau 

(IAS) opened its heat shelter in 
Ilha Verde yesterday after the 
Meteorological and Geophysical 
Bureau (SMG) issued a Yellow 
hot weather alert in the morning. 
The facility will remain open until 
the mercury goes down, according 
to an IAS statement yesterday.

The shelter is located on the 
ground floor of the Bairro da Ilha 
Verde Building, at 34 Rua Leste 
da Ilha Verde (青洲東街34號青
洲坊大廈E1的避暑中心). 

The Yellow alert is issued 
by the local observatory when 
the weather is forecast to be 
“very hot”. It is activated when 
temperatures are expected to 
reach or exceed 33 degrees 
Celsius in certain areas. An 
Orange alert signifies “extremely 
hot” weather, typically issued 
when maximum temperatures 
are expected to surpass 34 or 35 
degrees Celsius.

The bureau urged residents 
to pay attention to the health 
conditions of elderly family 
members, seniors living alone, 

people with chronic illnesses, 
and those who are physically 
vulnerable, and to take appropriate 
precautions against the effects of 
hot weather, the statement said. 
The bureau also advised residents 
who need information about the 
shelter’s operation to call 2827 
0939 during office hours or 6399 
1963 outside office hours.

The observatory urged 
residents to take measures to 
protect vulnerable people from 
heat-related health risks. 

Heat shelter opens amid 
Yellow hot weather alert

This warning icon downloaded from 
the Meteorological and Geophysical 
Bureau (SMG) website yesterday 
shows the Yellow hot weather alert. 
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Interviews and review by William Chan

The free-admission, three-day Barra Slow Festival at Navy Yard 
No. 1, No. 2, the Dock Area, and the Outdoor Plaza recently drew to a 
close. Organised by the District Development Centre of the General Union 
of Neighbourhood Associations of Macau (UGAMM), widely known as 
Kai Fong, under the theme “Bake with Ease, Savour the Summer,” the 
event delivered a wildly popular yet polarising experience that struggled 
to live up to its “slow-living” ethos.

According to official figures, the festival drew a massive crowd of 
100,000 visitors over three days, with nearly 40 percent originating from 
the Greater Bay Area (GBA) – a testament to heavy promotional campaigns 
at Zhuhai-Macau border checkpoints. Vendors saw intense demand, with 
official reports confirming that popular bakery stalls sold out within three 
hours of opening. By the time I arrived on Saturday afternoon, popular 
shelves were bare. I managed to try a Dubai Chocolate Cookie from a 
Foshan-based vendor inside Navy Yard No. 1 after 10 minutes of queuing; it 
was delightful, and the owner told me that the 
business comfortably met expectations.

Outside, however, the festival’s execution 
stumbled. The sheer volume of visitors 
exposed flaws in layout and crowd control. 
Attendees visibly found the atmosphere 
frantic rather than relaxing. Food safety was 
a prime concern, as several outdoor bakery 
booths sat exposed to direct, scorching 
sunlight and sweltering temperatures. Long 
queues formed mostly for ice cream and cold 
drinks, which carried noticeable markups to 
around 30 to 40 patacas, with alcoholic drinks 
up to 80 patacas each.

Reactions from attendees highlighted 
these spatial and logistics issues. A friend of 
mine, Calvin, offered a sharp critique, noting 
that poor foot-traffic flow, overcrowding, 
and early stock shortages left an overall 
disappointing impression. He suggested 
that reducing stall density would create the 
physical breathing room essential for a true 
“slow-living” concept. 

Conversely, another attendee, surnamed 
Chan, appreciated how well the limited 
heritage area was utilised, praising a quiet exhibition and book stall in 
Navy Yard No. 2 that communicated the slow-living message. Part of 
the yard was used for workshops. It was a pity I didn’t manage to meet 
anyone attending the workshop, but online comments suggest it was 
generally a success and well-organised.

Entertainment provided another highlight; festival-goer Wong praised 
the evening atmosphere and rooftop stage setup for Hong Kong singer 
Yoyo Sham’s (岑寧兒) performance, though he refrained from buying any 
festival goods. 

The organisational unevenness mirrored the festival’s prelude concert 
held earlier at Navy Yard No. 2. Featuring British jazz guitar titan Martin 
Taylor, the concert showcased world-class musical restraint and masterly 
technique. Yet, the performance was marred by administrative sidesteps as 
well, as I have reviewed on: www.macaupostdaily.com/news/29040

Ultimately, the Barra Slow Festival demonstrated strong commercial 
appeal and cultural value, despite clear operational growing pains. 
While exceptional live music and an inspiring heritage venue shone 
bright, the intense crowding, summer heat, emptied-shelves and starkly 
marked-up prices compromised the event’s relaxing atmosphere. For 
future instalments to genuinely embody a slow-living concept, organisers 
would benefit from prioritising visitor comfort and spatial planning over 
attendance milestones.     

Heavy crowds, mixed reviews: ‘Barra Slow Fest’ Heavy crowds, mixed reviews: ‘Barra Slow Fest’ 

delivers energy but fails on slow-living conceptdelivers energy but fails on slow-living concept

Visitors cluster outside Navy Yard No. 1 past 

bright yellow festival banners, waiting to enter 

indoor exhibits and bakery stalls on Saturday.

Festival-goers navigate the narrow, crowded outdoor stall layout at the Barra 

Slow Fest under a bright afternoon sun on Saturday. – Photos: William Chan

Hong Kong singer Yoyo Sham (岑寧兒) 

performs live on the illuminated rooftop 

stage at the Barra Slow Festival on Saturday 

evening. – Photo: Wong



WEDNESDAY September 9, 2026 The Macau Post Daily 5
MACAU

Your trusted source for real news 

Ida Cheong
In response to the government’s 

policy initiatives promoting 
“Tourism + Sports,” community 
business district revitalisation, 
and support for local small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 
the “Pulse of Zape • Cultural & 
Sports Consumption Carnival - 
WTT Table Tennis Pop-Up District” 
is taking place through Sunday at 
the pedestrianised zones along Rua 
de Cantão (廣東街) and Rua de 
Pequim (北京街).

The opening ceremony for 
the carnival took place on Rua de 
Cantão in Zape yesterday.

WTT stands for World Table 
Tennis. Zape is the Portuguese 
acronym for Outer Harbour Land 
Reclamation Zone.

The 6-day carnival features 
10 interactive sports game 
booths, including mini table 
tennis challenges, tabletop table 
tennis, tabletop curling, and other 

accessible sports experiences 
suitable for all age groups.

Macau Sports Enterprise 
Chamber of Commerce (MSECC) 

President Chan Man Chi told reporters 
yesterday that merchants in the Zape 
district are confident that the major 
event will drive local consumption.

Chan added that her association, 
in partnership with The Industry 
and Commerce Association of 
Macau, continues to deepen the 
“ticket-stub economy”* model. By 
capitalising on the spillover effects 
of the ongoing world-class WTT 
tournament in Cotai, the initiative 
aims to convert event spectators 
into foot traffic for local businesses, 
supporting local SMEs and driving 
the integrated development of 
“Sports + Tourism + District 
Revitalisation”, she said.

The event features a dual lucky 
draw with over 9,000 prizes available 
for both residents and tourists. 
Participants can join the lucky 
draw at the carnival information 
counter by completing social media 
check-ins/shares, playing games, 
or presenting a receipt showing a 
single-day purchase of 50 patacas 
or more at 500 eligible merchants 
in Zape, according to an MSECC 
statement.

Moreover, WTT ticket holders 
who spend 150 patacas or more at 
eligible businesses can participate 
in an upgraded draw. Prizes include 
an ultimate grand prize of star-
autographed table tennis rackets, 
merchant discount vouchers, tickets 
to the Grand Prix Museum, and 
fitness sets.

In order to facilitate travel 
between the match venue and 
the carnival, a free dedicated 
shuttle bus service is available, 
connecting the Macau East Asian 
Games Dome in Cotai with Rua 
de Xangai (上海街) in Zape, the 
statement added. 

* The ticket-stub economy 
is an emerging consumption 
model where tickets (physical or 
digital) for events, transport, or 
attractions are leveraged to unlock 
discounts, points, or other benefits 
across various businesses, thereby 
extending a single purchase into a 
chain of spending. – DeepSeek

Participants play mini table tennis during the “Pulse of Zape • Cultural & Sports 
Consumption Carnival – WTT Table Tennis Pop-Up District” in Zape’s pedestrianised 
zones along Rua de Cantão (廣東街) and Rua de Pequim (北京街) yesterday.

Ida Cheong
The Lands and Urban 

Construction Bureau (DSSCU) 
recently conducted an inter-
departmental joint operation to 
demolish two dilapidated buildings 
posing danger to the public located 
in Beco da Ostra (蠔里), near 
the Ruins of St. Paul’s, ensuring 
public safety and improving the 
local community environment, 
according to a DSSCU statement 
yesterday.

In addition to continuously 
monitoring and promoting 
building maintenance, the 
bureau will gradually roll out a 
territory-wide building survey 
and inspection initiative starting 
in the fourth quarter of this year, 
aiming to better understand 
current building conditions and 
build a comprehensive database to 

improve old-district management. 
Where necessary, demolition work 
will be carried out to advance the 
governance and urban renewal 
of the city’s old quarters, the 
statement said.

The statement pointed out that 
the initial phase will target the 
neighbourhood around Rua de 
Nossa Senhora do Amparo (關前
後街) as a pilot area.

The statement noted that the 
two demolished structures were 
two-story brick-and-timber di-
lapidated buildings. The first case, 
situated at the junction of Beco da 
Ostra and Rua da Tercena (果欄
街), exhibited multiple cracks on 
its façade and plant growth on the 
roof. The second building had a 
collapsed roof and was also over-
grown with vegetation.

Following an inspection by 

the DSSCU building inspection 
committee, both structures were 
confirmed to be in a dangerous 
state with a risk of collapse, 
prompting interdepartmental 
action to eliminate threats to 
public safety, the statement said.

The statement underscored that 
under the local Urban Construction 
Legal Regime, property owners 
have a legal obligation and 
responsibility to maintain and 
repair their buildings, adding 
that the bureau will continue to 
step up building monitoring and 
inspections, requiring owners to 
address defects. If a building poses 
an immediate danger of collapse 
and the owner fails to handle it 
promptly, the government will 
execute the demolition in the 
public interest, with the costs 
borne by the property owner. 

These undated handout photos provided by the 
Lands and Urban Construction Bureau (DSSCU) 
yesterday shows one of the dilapidated buildings 
on Beco da Ostra (蠔里) being prepared by 
DSSCU officials for demolition.

Zape’s WTT carnival aims to support local SMEs

Govt demolishes 2 dilapidated buildings 
near Ruins of St. Paul’s

Rui Pastorin
Uber announced in a statement 

yesterday the official launch of its 
“WeChat Mini Program”* for Macau.

The move particularly aims to 
“create a seamless, end-to-end ride 
experience for mainland travellers”, 
the statement said, highlighting 
peak upcoming tourism events like 
the National Day Golden Week 
(October 1 to October 7) and the 
73rd Macau Grand Prix.

After suspending its services 
in 2017, the US multinational 
transportation company returned 
to Macau in February this year 
with the Uber Meter Taxi. The 
statement highlighted that since its 
February launch in Macau, market 
response has been “exceptionally 
enthusiastic”, particularly noting 
that there had been a record high 
in the number of completed trips 
in July, “increasing by over five 
times compared to the initial launch 
period”, the statement said.

Moreover, from February 
through August, the statement said, 
Hongkongers made up the largest 
share of Macau’s Uber riders, 
while the remaining top six source 
markets comprise, as listed in the 

statement, China’s Taiwan region, 
the US, South Korea, the Chinese 
mainland, Japan, and the UK.

The statement also highlighted 
how demand for Uber Taxis also 
ties into events, noting that during 
Hong Kong singer Keung To’s (姜濤) 
consecutive concerts during the 
long Dragon Boat Festival weekend, 
fans from the neighbouring special 
administrative region travelled 
to Macau. The statement noted 
that Hongkongers made up over 
one third of all users during this 
period, with peak single-day share 
reaching 37 percent. Moreover, 
during four simultaneous concerts 
on July 4, the statement said that 
single-day completed trip volumes 
reached a “historic peak”.

The statement also pointed out 
that Uber and its fleet partner had 
reduced the minimum advance 
booking window for Hong Kong–
Macau private car trips from 24 hours 
to 8 hours (with bookings available 
up to 90 days in advance). 

*The programme enables access 
to Uber Mini Program, which 
supports WeChat Pay, linked bank 
cards, or digital cash balances, the 
statement said

Uber launches 
‘WeChat Mini Program’

This image provided by Uber yesterday shows a Macau Uber Meter Taxi parked near 
the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Ruins of St. Paul’s.
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Rui Pastorin
Industry leaders and decision 

makers were gathered at the 
inaugural “Fortune Leaders 
Forum” yesterday at Grand 
Lisboa Palace (GLP) in Cotai 
for discussions on key topics 
and challenges found in today’s 
business landscape. 

Themed “Leadership in the Age 
of Convergence and Complexity” 
and having integrated resort 
operator SJM as host partner, the 
event saw a variety of discussions 
with business leaders, taking on 
topics including AI, its applications 
and how it is reshaping the industry 
as well as travel, robotaxis and the 
future of the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA).

The event particularly 
highlighted the influence of three 
major trends: breakthroughs in 
AI, geopolitical tensions, and 
changing demographics. 

Opening the event, Lee 
Williamson, the co-chair of 
Fortune Leaders Forum, pointed 
out in his speech yesterday 
morning that the convergence of 
these three trends is “reshaping the 
global business landscape”, noting: 
“In this new era of volatility, the 
leaders defining what comes next 
aren’t waiting for certainty. Their 
global strategies over the world are 
defined by its absence”.

Williamson, who is also the 
editorial director of Fortune Asia, 
further highlighted the goal of 
hosting the event, noting: “The 
objective of today’s programme 
is to turn passing complexity 
into your competitive advantage. 
Beyond the stage, this conference 
is also designed to foster dialogue 
between all delegates”.

In her opening speech, SJM 
Managing Director Daisy Ho 
Chiu Fung also pointed out the 
importance of hosting the event in 
Macau: “This exchange will not 
only strengthen our city’s role as 
an international centre for business 
dialogue and collaboration, but its 
substance is directly relevant to 
Macau’s latest strategy”.

She added: “Today’s discussion 
on technology and talent, finance 
and health, travel and destination 
economies and the future of the 
Greater Bay Area (GBA) all touch 
upon Macau’s 1+4 diversification 
strategy. Their relevance lies not 
only in each of you individually, but 
in the connections between them. 
And those connections matter as 
much to the economies represented 
in this room as they do to ours”.

In all, there were over 
250 attendees comprising 
senior executives, investors, 
policymakers and innovators at 
the event, as noted in a statement 
issued by Fortune, a premier 
global media company for global 
business leaders, last night.  

SJM Managing Director Daisy Ho Chiu 
Fung addresses yesterday’s attendees 
of the Fortune Leaders Forum 2026 at 
the Grand Lisboa Palace (GLP) in Cotai. 

Lee Williamson, the co-chair of 
Fortune Leaders Forum, delivers a 
speech yesterday morning at GLP. 

             – Photos: Rui Pastorin

Macau hosts inaugural ‘Fortune Leaders Forum’

Staff Reporter
A joint opening ceremony of the three 

Macau public universities at the Macao-
Hengqin International Education (University) 
Town First Phase in Hengqin – the University 
of Macau (UM), the Macao Polytechnic 
University (MPU), and the Macao University 
of Tourism (UTM) – was held yesterday 
morning. 

Delivering a speech during the opening 
ceremony, Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Wallis O Lam said that the university 
town serves not only as an extension of 
Macau’s higher education capacity, but also 
as an international science and education 
platform rooted in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) and 
connected to the globe. 

The university town’s first phase, which 
started operating last month, consists of 
transitional teaching and research facilities 
in Hengqin used by these three Macau public 
universities before the completion of their 
respective new campuses in Hengqin. 

The UM is currently constructing its new, 
second campus on Zhuhai’s Hengqin island. 
The future new campus will be the university’s 
first campus outside the jurisdiction of 
the Macao Special Administrative Region 
(MSAR), making it the university’s second 
campus. Geographically, both campuses are 
located in Hengqin, but the, current one is 
under the MSAR’s direct jurisdiction on a plot 
of land, covering one square kilometre, leased 
from the Chinese mainland. 

Dezhi Plaza (德智廣場) in Hengqin, a 
property development project consisting of 
about a dozen high-rise and low-rise buildings, 
was initially slated to operate as a “German 
City” commercial complex, but it has been 

converted into the university town’s first phase. 
Since its operational start last month, 

the converted Dezhi (“Virtue and Wisdom”) 
Plaza has now been shared by UM, MPU, 
and UTM for the operation of their respective 
transitional teaching and research facilities. 

The university town’s second phase is UM’s 
new campus in Hengqin, the partial and full 
operation of which is slated for 2028 and 2029, 
respectively, while the third phase consists of the 
new campuses of MPU and UTM in Hengqin, 
construction of which is slated to start in 2027 
and be completed in 2030. 

In her speech, O said that the university town, 
aiming for internationalisation, will introduce 
global teaching and research resources, 

vigorously promoting internationalisation in 
talent cultivation, scientific research, and sci-
tech exchanges, so as to achieve the vision of 
“studying abroad right on your doorstep”. 

O said that the university town will place 
strong emphasis on developing science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM), interdisciplinary studies, and cutting-
edge subjects, aiming to integrate the academic 
chain, innovation chain, and industry chain. 
This will create a virtuous cycle where education 
lays the foundation, technology empowers 
progress, and talent provides support, turning 
the Macau-Hengqin integration into a vital 
engine for talent aggregation, technological 
innovation, and industrial upgrading in the 

GBA, thereby realising the goal of “R&D 
in Macau, Transformation in Hengqin, and 
Sharing across the GBA”. 

O also said that from the next academic 
year, students from any of the three universities 
in the town can also choose to enrol in courses 
provided by other universities there.

Yesterday’s ceremony was attended by 
dignitaries including Chief Executive Sam 
Hou Fai, Central People’s Government 
Liaison Office Director Zheng Xincong, 
Deputy Director Lyu Yuyin, and Secretary for 
Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han.

Ng heads the executive committee of the 
Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation 
Zone in Hengqin. 

Wallis O Lam vows internationalisation 
of Hengqin university town

Staff Reporter
Hengqin has launched a “talent 

card” programme for top Macau-
Hengqin talent, according to a 
statement by Hengqin’s Talent 
Development and Social Security 
Bureau yesterday.

A presentation session about the 
programme was held in Hengqin on 
Monday, according to the statement.

The session also included 
a signing ceremony with the 
programme’s three partner banks.

The statement said that the 
programme aims to promote the 
integration and alignment of public 
services for talent between Macau 
and Hengqin.

The statement said that the 
Macau-Hengqin Talent Card will 
enable its holders to connect 
with the services provided by 
Guangdong Province’s talent-card 
programme and with the Macau-
Zhuhai-Hengqin talent service 
framework, empowering talent 
working and living in Hengqin 
and providing a one-stop service 
support for them to set down roots, 
innovate, and launch ventures 
across Macau and Hengqin.

The statement said that the 
Macau-Hengqin Talent Card stems 
from the practical needs of talent 
living and working across Macau and 
Hengqin. It embeds service ideals 

into everyday practice, targeting key 
pain points* in cross-border living 
and working. By consolidating 
diverse benefits such as streamlined 
border clearance, healthcare, cross-
border banking, and entrepreneurial 
support, it weaves respect and care 
for talent into every service detail, 
serving as a major innovative 
measure to deepen Macau-Hengqin 
talent synergy and optimise life-
cycle talent services.

Eligible applicants for the 
Macau-Hengqin Talent Card include 
beneficiaries of current talent 
acquisition programmes in Hengqin, 
Macau, Zhuhai, or Guangdong.

These talent acquisition 
programmes cover foreign nationals.

The Macau-Hengqin Talent 
Card holders can benefit from vari-
ous privileged public services across 
Macau and Hengqin, including 
healthcare, housing, public admin-
istration services, entrepreneurship 
support, and Macau-Hengqin border 
immigration clearance, the statement 
pointed out. 

* In business, service design, 
and policy development, a “pain 
point” refers to a specific problem, 
inconvenience, or obstacle that 
users or citizens experience, e.g., 
bureaucratic hurdles, delayed 
approvals, or logistical friction in 
cross-border living. – Gemini

Hengqin launches ‘talent cards’ 
for top Macau-Hengqin talents

Dignitaries mark yesterday’s joint opening ceremony of the three Macau public universities at the Macao-Hengqin International Education (University) Town First 
Phase in Hengqin, comprising (from left to right) MPU Rector Zhou Zhongrong, Education and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) Director Kong Chi Meng, 
Hengqin Executive Committee Deputy Director Nie Xinping, Liaison Office Deputy Director Lyu Yuyin, Liaison Office Director Zheng Xincong, Chief Executive 
Sam Hou Fai, Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han, Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture Wallis O Lam, Hengqin Executive Committee Deputy 
Director Li Chong, UM Rector Song Yonghua, and UTM Rector Fanny Vong Chuk Kwan.                                  – Photo: DSEDJ
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The Macau government 

announced yesterday that it has set up 
a working group for the development 
of the civil aviation sector, with the 
aim of advancing the opening-up of 
Macau’s civil aviation market and its 
initiative to develop Macau into an 
International Aviation Hub for the 
Pearl River West Bank.

The new working group is 
chaired by Secretary for Transport 
and Public Works Raymond Tam 
Vai Man.

The establishment of the 
working group was announced in a 
statement from Tam’s office.

The Macao International 
Aviation Hub for the Pearl River 
West Bank is one of the local 

government’s four future large-
scale projects aiming to inject new 
impetus into Macau’s long-term 
development.

The local government’s aviation 
hub initiative includes the Macau 
International Airport’s ongoing 
reclamation and expansion project, 
the ongoing construction of the 
airport’s upstream cargo terminal 
in Hengqin, converting the adjacent 
Taipa Ferry Terminal into an air-
sea transfer hub, setting up more 
check-in centres in neighbouring 
cities, and strengthening direct 
transport links between the airport 
and neighbouring cities.

According to yesterday’s 
statement, the newly set-up working 
group aims to strengthen the local 

government’s cross-departmental 
collaboration and the implementation 
of relevant policies, thereby driving 
the high-quality development of 
Macau’s civil aviation sector.

The working group is tasked 
with conducting in-depth studies 
on promoting the development 
of Macau’s civil aviation sector, 
including the licensing of more 
locally headquartered airlines 
operating passenger transport 
services, and the implementation of 
the aviation hub initiative.

Members of the working group 
include officials from the Macao 
Civil Aviation Authority (AACM), 
representatives from local airport 
operator CAM, and officials from 
various other public entities. 

This photo downloaded from the website of local airport operator CAM yesterday 
shows the airport’s ongoing reclamation and expansion project earlier this year.

Govt sets up civil aviation working group

BEIJING – President Xi Jinping 
yesterday held phone talks with British 
Prime Minister Andy Burnham.

Congratulating Burnham on 
assuming office as British prime 
minister, Xi said that China and 
Britain are comprehensive strategic 
partners.

Despite differences in their social 
systems and national conditions, the 
two countries share more common 
interests than differences. Xi urged 
the two sides to respect and trust 
each other, overcome differences, 
seek common ground and expand 
mutually beneficial cooperation.

Both governments are 
committed to developing their 
economies and improving people’s 
well-being, and the two countries 
can complement each other’s 
strengths and facilitate each other’s 
development, Xi said.

During the 15th Five-Year Plan 
period (2026-2030), China will 
further expand opening up in such 
areas as education, healthcare and 
finance, all of which offer great 
potential for bilateral cooperation, 
Xi said.

Pointing out that China and 
Britain are both major countries in 
science and technology with rich 
resources in education, culture, 
sports and other fields, Xi called 

on the two sides to adopt an open 
and forward-looking approach 
and strengthen exchanges and 
cooperation in various fields.

Xi expressed the hope that the 
British side will fully protect the 
legitimate rights and interests of 
Chinese investors.

Xi noted that China and 
Britain, as permanent members of 
the UN Security Council and major 
economies in the world, both 
support multilateralism and open 
trade and uphold the central role of 
the United Nations.

The two sides should strengthen 
communication and coordination 
within frameworks such as the 
United Nations, the Group of 20 
and the World Trade Organization, 
and promote an equal and orderly 
multipolar world and a universally 
beneficial and inclusive economic 
globalization, Xi said.

Burnham agreed, saying 
that he had served as mayor of 
Manchester for many years and 
maintained friendly exchanges 
with China for years. President 
Xi’s visit to Manchester during his 
state visit to Britain in 2015 had a 
significant impact on promoting 
local exchanges and cooperation 
with China, Burnham said.

Burnham said Britain is willing 

to maintain continuity in its policy 
toward China and remain firmly 
committed to developing a long-
term, stable strategic partnership 
between Britain and China. Britain 
is ready to conduct high-level 
exchanges with China, advance 
bilateral cooperation in various 
fields, strengthen people-to-people 
exchanges, and restore bilateral 
relations to their historic high, so 
as to better benefit the peoples of 
both countries, Burnham added.

Burnham said that Britain’s 
position on the Taiwan question 
remains unchanged. Amid the 
current turbulent and complex 
international landscape undergoing 
changes, Britain and China, as 
permanent members of the UN 
Security Council, should promote 
the resolution of international 
hotspot issues through dialogue, 
jointly address global challenges 
such as climate change, and work 
together to safeguard world stability 
and prosperity, Burnham added.

Burnham spoke highly of China’s 
efficient and effective response to 
the mudslide disaster that struck 
Gyirong Port in southwest China’s 
Xizang Autonomous Region, and 
expressed appreciation for China’s 
assistance to affected British citizens.

– Xinhua

Xi holds phone talks with British PM

BEIJING – Open standards, fair 
licensing and global cooperation 
have become keywords at the 
ongoing 15th China Intellectual 
Property (IP) Annual Conference. 
Industry leaders from China and 
abroad pointed out that innovation 
thrives on sharing, not shutting 
others out.

Chinese IP heavyweight Huawei 
said it has greatly benefited from 
sharing its innovations. The tech 
giant has accumulated over 160,000 
granted patents, generating billions 
of yuan in annual licensing revenue.

“Licensing is not just a legal act. 
It is a catalyst for open innovation,” 
Fan Zhiyong, Huawei’s vice 
president and chief IP officer, said 
at the conference yesterday.

According to Fan, Huawei has 
contributed many core patented 
technologies to global industries 
through fair, reasonable and non-
discriminatory licensing. The 
company recently grabbed global 
headlines by striking a cross-
licensing deal with HP, granting the 
US firm access to specific Huawei-
owned Wi-Fi patents.

“Without a licensing system 
that rewards innovation, many 
companies would be reluctant to 
contribute their core technologies 
to industry standards. They would 
choose to work behind closed 
doors,” Fan added. He urged other 
companies to view patent licensing 
as a “strategic investment” rather 
than litigation risk.

That vision was echoed in the 
remarks from Xiaomi. Liu Zhen, the 
company’s vice president for legal 
and international political affairs, 
said that open-source ecosystems, 
standard setting and patent 
protection are key to supporting 
innovation in the age of artificial 
intelligence (AI).

With its global patents 
exceeding 47,000, Xiaomi called 
for an IP ecosystem that is “win-
win, sustainable, and can protect 
innovators while making innovation 
accessible to more people.”

Technological isolation leads 
to repetitive R&D and high costs, 
and ultimately denies low-income 

regions access to progress, Liu 
noted. “Expanding the ‘cake’ of the 
industry is far more valuable than 
holding onto a piece of it.”

Patrik Hammarén, President 
of Nokia Technology Standards, 
voiced a similar view in his speech, 
describing open, collaboratively 
developed standards as “one of the 
great success stories of modern 
industry.”

He cited cellular connectivity, 
Wi-Fi and audio-video codecs as 
examples of technologies that are 
not the work of any single company 
or country, but rather the product 
of thousands of engineers from 
companies both large and small.

Beyond the world of commerce, 
many organizations have also 
adopted this same spirit of 
cooperation. Carsten Fink, the Chief 
Economist of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO), 
noted that the benefits of innovation 
extend far beyond the country or 
region where new technologies are 
developed.

He said China offers a compelling 
example: once a major beneficiary 
of global knowledge, it has now 
become a vital source of innovation 
for the rest of the world. Chinese 
investment, manufacturing scale and 
technological advances have made 
solar panels, batteries and electric 
vehicles more affordable and widely 
accessible, with gains stretching well 
beyond China’s borders.

Michael Moore, a board member 
and treasurer of the International 
Trademark Association (INTA), 
welcomed the opportunities 
for professional dialogue and 
stakeholder input in China’s IP 
legislative process. He highlighted 
that sustained dialogue, shared 
experience and cooperation can 
help build more trusted, predictable, 
and effective IP environments.

More than 8,000 people are 
attending the two-day conference 
in Beijing. Many guests from 
government departments, academia 
and the business community have 
delivered keynote speeches at over 
10 sub-forums. The conference 
ends today.                – Xinhua

IP conference champions 
open innovation

Premier Li Qiang presides over a State Council study session on advancing high-quality urban renewal yesterday.      – Xinhua 
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MANILA – At a city block-sized 

market in the Philippine capital, a 
platoon of plastic Santa Claus figures 
parachute from the ceiling of a shop 
already stacked high with Christmas 
decor despite the holiday being fully 
four months away.

The site is a familiar one in 
the Philippines, where September 
1 means radio stations playing 
Christmas carols, homeowners 
putting up lights, and the country’s 
giant shopping malls unleashing 
their most impressive displays.

Welcome to the “ber months” 
– September, October, November, 
December – a months-long 
countdown to the most anticipated 
holiday on the calendar in the 
deeply Catholic country.

“We can smell it coming,” sales 
clerk Cora Lansangan, 73, said 
during an AFP visit to a Christmas 
shop that began stacking its shelves 
on July 31.

The store was already packed 
with shoppers buzzing around 
displays of Christmas trees, 
ornaments, plastic reindeer, 
mangers and festive lanterns 
during a recent AFP visit.

“Even though life is hard, the 
mere sight of a Christmas tree brings 
us relief,” Manila real estate agent 
Kathlene Santidad, 33, told AFP as 
she hunted for tinsel and baubles for 
her own tree, armed with a 10,000-
peso (US$160) budget.

She said she shopped for 
decorations early because “I hate 

crowds” and wanted to take her 
time picking specific items from 
shops crammed with everything 
from tiny 300-peso tinsel to an 
8,000-peso Christmas tree.

Coming towards the end of a 
rainy season typically marred by 
destructive typhoons and floods, the 
Christmas countdown is a marker of 
better things ahead, Mark Godwin 
Villareal, a sociologist at Manila’s 
University of Santo Tomas, told AFP.

“It provides a kind of continuity 
and stability in our social life 
despite these economic, political, 
or even personal challenges that 
we are facing as a community or 
society,” he said.

The “ber months” had a rhythm, 
Villareal continued. September was 
for decorating, while October was 
time to start saving money for gifts 
and food for reunions with friends 
and relatives and the all-important 
midnight meal on Christmas Eve.

More than 100,000 of the 
country’s crucial overseas 
workforce, dubbed OFWs 
(overseas Filipino workers), can 
typically be counted on to rush 
home in time for the main event.

‘Belonging, hope and joy’
The extended season drives foot 

traffic and sales for the country’s 
giant shopping malls, many of 
which AFP journalists saw were 
already heavily decked out.

“For Filipinos, Christmas 
symbolises belonging, faith, hope 
and joy,” said Christian Mathay, 

senior assistant vice president 
for SM Supermalls, a chain of 90 
shopping malls that began setting 
up Christmas ornaments in August.

“Starting early gives shoppers 
more time to enjoy that experience.”

In Pampanga province, north 
of Manila, weeks of flooding that 
stranded thousands of commuters 
failed to dampen the enthusiasm 
of manufacturers of star-shaped 
holiday lanterns known as “parol”, 
the single must-have Christmas 
decoration in a Filipino home.

“Water seeped into the 
showroom, so we had to clean up 
instead of working... the thing with 
lanterns is, they’re waterproof,” 
fifth-generation lantern-maker 
Angelica David, 26, told AFP.

“We all need to recover from 
the floods. After that, people should 
start buying lanterns,” she said.

The decorations will only come 
down – if at all – on January 6, 
marked in the Philippines as the 
day when the three magi brought 
gifts for the infant Jesus.

School superintendent 
Ricky Angeles, on a Christmas 
shopping trip to Manila, told AFP 
he preferred to leave his lantern 
hanging all year round in a window 
of his home in the northern city of 
Cabanatuan, along with blinking 
strings of lights in his garden.

“We need a lengthy display 
period” to justify their cost, the 
51-year-old told AFP with a smile.

Then he ducked into a store to 
buy some more.     – AFP

This photo taken on Friday shows a woman shopping for Christmas decorations at a market in Quezon City, Metro Manila.– AFP

JAKARTA – Major airports in 
Indonesia reopened yesterday days 
after a volcanic eruption had grounded 
flights, with authorities saying normal 
operations would resume gradually.

The disruption, caused by the 
eruption of Anak Krakatau, halted 
nearly 3,000 flights and stranded 
more than 340,000 passengers.

Five airports including the 
country’s main hub serving the 
capital Jakarta reopened after 
authorities cleared volcanic ash 
from critical infrastructure.

Transport Minister Dudy 
Purwagandhi told reporters it 
may take “a bit” longer for flight 
schedules to return to normal.

“We will be operating these 
aircraft, but before we do so, we 
want to ensure their airworthiness. 
So, it may take a bit of extra time,” 
he said of the nearly 180 jets 
currently at Jakarta’s Soekarno–
Hatta International Airport.

“We ask for a little patience from 
passengers and the public, as we will 
be carrying out inspections to ensure 
that these aircraft are fit to fly.”

Airport operator Angkasa Pura 
Indonesia said in a statement that 
volcanic ash had been cleared from 
the runway and other areas to ensure 
the facilities were safe for flights.

Three planes had already 
departed shortly after the airport 
reopened in the early morning, 
including two commercial flights to 
eastern Indonesia, the minister said.

At the airport, an Indonesian 
businessman, Heri, told AFP he was 
supposed to travel to Egypt on Monday, 
but that flight had been cancelled.

“I’m relieved” that the airport 
reopened, said Heri, who like many 
Indonesians only has one name.

“That’s why we rushed over 
here to make sure we could leave 
today,” the 52-year-old said, even 
though he still did not know when 
he would finally be able to fly.

“I was worried for a while. To go 
abroad, we must prepare everything 
well in advance... That’s what had 
us concerned, because we couldn’t 
do things in a hurry and everything 
was still unclear.”

Nozomi, a Japanese tourist who 
only gave one name, told AFP the 
airport closure left her confused 
because authorities had not provided 
clear information.

“I hope things stay like this, 
no delays, no closing airports. I 
hope everyone can go where they 
want to go,” said the 37-year-old 
homemaker who came to Indonesia 
for a family holiday.

Anak Krakatau, which had a 
major eruption on Saturday, sits in 
a strait between the islands of Java 
and Sumatra.

The volcano erupted at least 
three times yesterday morning alone, 
according to the head of the national 
Geology Agency, Lana Saria.

Anak Krakatau – meaning Child 
of Krakatau – has been sporadically 
active since it emerged from the sea 
nearly a century ago in the caldera 
formed after the 1883 eruption of 
Mount Krakatau.

A 2018 tsunami triggered by the 
collapse of parts of Anak Krakatau 
killed more than 400 people and 
displaced thousands.      – AFP

JAKARTA – Indonesian teams 
were searching yesterday for seven 
people including five journalists 
who had gone missing while 
travelling to cover the eruption of 
Mount Anak Krakatau, the national 
rescue agency said.

The group set out on a 
speedboat from an area near 
the capital Jakarta on Monday 
afternoon, but “until now they have 
not returned, and the boat owner 
has not received any information 
from the crew”, the agency said.

The five Indonesian journalists 

on board were sent to capture 
photos and video of the volcano’s 
eruption, which since Saturday 
had paralysed several airports and 
blanketed Jakarta and neighbouring 
cities in volcanic ash.

The journalists were working 
for local and international media, 
including state news agency Antara, 
Turkish state-run news agency 
Anadolu, and local website iNews.

One of the journalists contacted 
a colleague and gave his location at 
3:00 p.m. (local time) on Monday, 
but has not been heard from since, 

according to the rescue agency.
Rescuers, police and the 

company that owns the speedboat 
were all involved in the search, it 
added.

Marine accidents are a regular 
occurrence in the Southeast Asian 
archipelago, due in part to lax safety 
standards and inclement weather.

In January, three Spanish tourists 
died when their boat sank off eastern 
Indonesia, and a 10-year-old boy 
was listed as officially missing, 
presumed dead, after authorities 
ended the search.     – AFP

BANGKOK – Thai authorities 
arrested 12 South Koreans and a 
Chinese national accused of running 
a scam call centre from a high-end 
rented house south of Bangkok, 
police said yesterday.

The alleged scammers “entered 
Thailand from a neighbouring country 
and were hiding in Samut Prakan 
province, renting a luxury house”, 
Thai police said in a statement, 
without naming the country.

Cambodia and Myanmar, which 
border Thailand, have become hubs 
for criminal groups operating fake 
romance, investment and other 
schemes that defraud victims around 
the world of billions of dollars each 
year.

But authorities in both nations have 
also raided scam compounds in recent 
months, pushing some scammers to set 
up elsewhere in the region.

Inside the house in Thailand, 
authorities found a call centre setup 
with 13 workstations equipped 
with Voice over Internet Protocol 
(VoIP) phones and other equipment, 
including dozens of computers, 
mobile phones and scripts allegedly 
used in online scams.

Police also discovered a list of 
South Korean victims and forged 
documents falsely claiming to 

be official letters from the South 
Korean prosecutor’s office.

“The perpetrators targeted 
victims in South Korea, 
impersonating prosecutors or South 
Korean government officials and 
making threatening phone calls,” 
the Thai police statement said.

“The perpetrators falsely 
claimed to be involved in a criminal 
investigation and tricked victims 
into transferring money to them.”

Thai and South Korean 
authorities have investigated 
organised criminal groups that 
illegally entered and hid in Thailand 
since last year, the statement said.

Around 40 suspects accused of 
call centre scams, including South 
Koreans and Chinese, have been 
arrested in Thailand since 2015.

The multibillion-dollar 
cyberscam industry has ballooned in 
Southeast Asia in recent years, with 
organised criminal groups initially 
mostly targeting Chinese speakers 
before widening their reach and 
targeting victims globally.

They recruit and traffic 
scammers from around the world, 
with individuals from at least 80 
countries and territories found in scam 
compounds across the Mekong region, 
according to a UN report.     – AFP

Flights resume gradually in 
Indonesia after volcanic eruption

Journalists missing in Indonesia after volcano mission

Thailand arrests 12 S Koreans 
in scam centre bust

‘The ber months’: Christmas 
arrives early in the Philippines
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KATHMANDU – Dozens of 
young people congregated at Nepal’s 
burnt-out parliament building 
yesterday to mark the anniversary 
of deadly anti-corruption protests 
that toppled the former government.

The gathering in memory of 
those who died in the demonstrations 
came as the Himalayan nation 
continues to mourn the vast loss 
of life from devastating floods two 
weeks ago.

The rallies on September 8-9, 
2025, were initially sparked by 
anger over a brief government ban 
on social media but were driven by 
deeper frustration over economic 
hardship, corruption and entrenched 
political practices.

The unrest caused the deaths 
of 76 people and the torching of 
the parliament building in the 
capital Kathmandu, as well as the 
prime minister’s office and other 
government buildings.

It also led to the downfall of the 
administration of KP Sharma Oli, 
setting in motion a series of events 
that culminated with the election of 
youthful Prime Minister Balendra 
Shah in March.

“The loss of life was of course 
terrible. But the impact on politics 
was worth it, we have seen 
changes,” said former protester 
Aastha Shrestha, 23, on the grounds 
of the ruined building.

“It feels like the (current) 
government values the sacrifice we 
made,” she told AFP next to a stack 
of burnt vehicles.

Banners bearing photos of 
people killed in the protests were 
hung in the parliament grounds.

Shah said on X that he hoped the 
anniversary would “inspire us all to 
move forward towards building a 
fair, transparent, and opportunity-
filled Nepal”.

Sushila Karki, who led Nepal as 
interim prime minister after Oli’s 
government was overthrown, paid 
tribute to “all the brave individuals 
who lost their lives”.

“Let us all perform our duties 
honestly, responsibly, and vigilantly... 
so that a situation never arises again 
in which people are forced to take 
to the streets once more for good 
governance and change,” she said in 
a social media post.

An inquiry commission set up to 

investigate the violence submitted 
its report in April and recommended 
further probes against several 
officials including Oli.

The majority of the victims – 51 
people – were shot dead, many in 
the head or chest, according to the 
report.

But there has been little genuine 
accountability, said Anish Acharya, 
19, who came with flowers to pay 
his respects.

“Why did we sacrifice our lives, 
what did we get? There is no hope 
that change will come. Oli was 
arrested the next day but what then? 
The culprits are out and walking 
free,” he told AFP.

“The government has not valued 
our sacrifices and demands.”

Shah’s administration is facing 
its toughest challenge since taking 
power as it leads rescue and recovery 
efforts following cataclysmic glacial 
floods on the border with China.

The August 26 disaster killed 
at least 1,399 people in the two 
countries, including 1,356 in Nepal, 
according to official tolls.

A total of 5,500 people are still 
missing in Nepal and China. – AFP

A woman lights 
an earthen lamp 
to pay homage 
to victims 
of the 2025 
anti-corruption 
Gen-Z protests, 
during a 
memorial at the 
old Parliament 
building in 
Kathmandu 
on Monday, 
marking the 
first anniversary 
of the 
demonstrations 
that toppled 
the previous 
government.  
 – AFP

SYDNEY – Social media giants 
face US$78 million fines if they fail 
to protect young users from harmful 
content, Australia’s prime minister 
said yesterday as he unveiled draft 
laws reining in big tech.

Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese released draft laws that 
would place a “duty of care” on 
the firms behind popular platforms 
such as Facebook, TikTok and 
Instagram.

Social media companies would 
be held responsible for protecting 
under-18s from pornography, online 
bullying, content that glorified 
crime, and content that encouraged 
eating disorders.

“We took action because 
the community said ‘enough is 
enough’,” Albanese told reporters.

“We would no longer let 
Australian kids be treated as 
commodities instead of children.”

Social media firms face 
mounting scrutiny over their use 
of allegedly addictive algorithms 
and stand accused of directing users 
to extreme content to keep them 
scrolling.

The draft laws build on 
Australia’s world-first social media 
ban for under-16s, which came into 
effect late last year.

Companies found to be flouting 
their “duty of care” could be fined 
up to Aus$109 million (US$78 
million), Albanese said.

The legislation includes a 
requirement that platforms allow 
users to “opt out” of powerful 
algorithms that determine what 
comes up on social media feeds.

“This will give Australians 
greater choice over their platforms 
and what they see,” Albanese said.

It would require firms like 
Meta, which owns Facebook and 

Instagram, to give users the option 
of turning off algorithms that tailor 
recommendations to their personal 
taste.

Communications Minister 
Anika Wells said big tech was 
facing a “reckoning”.

“Their platforms and tools have 
infiltrated our daily lives in ways 
that we could never have imagined,” 
she told reporters yesterday.

“Some good, but some with 
terrible consequences.”

Data last month found that 
under-16s in Australia were 
increasing their use of social media 
apps such as Instagram and TikTok 
despite the ban.

The draft laws would be 
introduced to parliament later this 
year after consultation with social 
media companies, industry bodies 
and civil society groups.

– AFP

Paavan Mathema
KATHMANDU – The death 

toll from Nepal’s devastating 
flood rose yesterday to 1,357, 
with 5,326 people still missing, 
the country’s disaster authority 
said nearly two weeks after the 
August 26 disaster.

In China, 43 people were 
confirmed dead and 519 missing, 
according to state media, bringing 
the overall toll to 1,400 dead and 
5,845 missing.

Authorities in Nepal have 
been trying to verify the numbers 
of missing people by collating 
data from across the country.

“We have been compiling 
reports and verifying them. That 
is what has caused the increase 
in the number,” Prakash Pokhrel, 
assistant spokesman at the disaster 
authority, told AFP.

“We are trying to get to a 
number that is close to reality.”

Rescue work continued in 
Nepal for a 14th day after the 
glacial and mountain collapse near 
the China-Nepal border swept 
away roads, bridges and homes.

Nepali rescuers are focusing 
on three hydropower projects 
where they believe workers 
could still be trapped, the disaster 
agency said.

Hundreds of hydropower 
workers are among the missing, 
but the rescue of three from deep 
inside tunnels – two Nepalis on 
Friday and a Chinese man on 
Saturday – has raised hopes that 
others could still be alive.

“Our search and rescue 
operation is ongoing,” Dharam 
Raj Uprety, chief of the country’s 

disaster authority, told AFP.
“We are hoping that there 

might still be survivors in at least 
three projects, and we are pushing 
our operations there.”

Foreign experts, including 
from China, India and South 
Korea, are aiding Nepali teams.

Nepal’s foreign ministry said 
it had not given up hope of finding 
survivors.

“Hopes of finding survivors 
remain, and the reported number 
of people missing inside the 
tunnels remains unverified,” the 
ministry said in a statement.

With mortuaries overflowing, 
Nepal has buried hundreds of 
bodies in mass graves after 
collecting DNA samples for 
future identification, according to 
police.

While the exact cause of the 
glacial collapse is unclear, climate 
change is accelerating glacial melt 
worldwide, increasing the risk of 
such disasters.

Nepal, a largely rural nation 
of 30 million people that has 
contributed little to the greenhouse 
gas emissions driving global 
warming, has said reconstruction 
could cost billions of dollars.

David Fisher, of the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
said reaching communities 
isolated by the floods was a 
daunting task because of “narrow 
and dangerous” access routes.

“Every delay means families 
wait longer for the support they 
urgently need,” he said in a 
statement.

– AFP

KUALA LUMPUR – ASEAN 
needs to review and strengthen 
its mechanism for tackling 
transboundary haze, Malaysian 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
said yesterday as poor air quality 
persists in the region.

ASEAN is the acronym of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations.

The grouping must take 
the recurring haze problem 
seriously because it directly 
affects public health and people’s 
lives and ensure that its existing 
mechanisms are translated into 
more effective action against the 
sources of transboundary haze, 
Anwar told a press briefing.

“There is room for 
improvement. I think the ASEAN 
ministers must seriously look 
at it, because this is affecting 
lives, particularly of children and 
babies, and if we have seen in 
Serian, it is really concerning,” 
he said, referring to a district 
in the northern Borneo state of 
Sarawak where an emergency had 

been declared after air quality hit 
hazardous levels.

Following the end of the 
emergency declaration on 
Monday, Serian’s air quality 
returned to the hazardous level, 
with the district recording an Air 
Pollutant Index (API) reading of 
302 early yesterday.

According to the country’s 
air quality rating, an API reading 
of zero to 50 is “good,” 51 to 
100 “moderate,” 101 to 200 
“unhealthy,” 201 to 300 “very 
unhealthy,” and 301 and above is 
“hazardous.”

Anwar added that any 
allegations of open burning 
in Indonesia by Malaysian 
companies must first be thoroughly 
investigated to establish the actual 
cause of fires before action is taken 
against those responsible.

He said Malaysia would 
respect any enforcement action 
taken by the Indonesian authorities 
and would not intervene to 
protect companies found to have 
contributed to the haze.    – Xinhua

Nepalis mark a year since deadly 
protests that toppled govt

Australia threatens hefty !nes if big tech 
fails ‘duty of care’

Anwar says ASEAN 
haze mechanism in need 

of review

Nepal "ood death toll rises 
as rescuers scour tunnels
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LONDON –  Britain, France 
and Canada said yesterday they will 
ban imports from Israeli settlements 
in the occupied West Bank, with 
a UK minister accusing Israel of 
turning a blind eye to the “ethnic 
cleansing” of Palestinians there.

The moves prompted a furious 
Israel to unveil immediate counter-
measures targeting Britain.

The trio of Western allies 
revealed the trade curbs in response 
to Israel’s West Bank settlements 
policy and reports of increasing 
attacks by settlers there against 
Palestinians.

“The British government agrees 
that there is ethnic cleansing of 
Palestinians in areas of the West Bank 
– perpetrated by settler terrorists,” 
said Britain’s Foreign Secretary Ed 
Miliband, announcing the import ban 
and other measures in parliament.

“All too often the Israeli 
government has turned a blind 
eye to this and worse, members 
of it have made statements and 
taken actions to support the forced 
displacement of Palestinians.”

London, Paris and Ottawa 
joined nine other European 
countries in issuing a joint 
statement saying they planned to 
introduce or support restrictions on 
trade with Israeli settlements.

Within hours, Israel announced 
its angry response, ordering the 
closure of Britain’s consulate in 
Jerusalem and banning 12 Britons 
from visiting the country, including 
lawmakers from the governing 
Labour party.

Israel said it would also expel 
British diplomats at a centre 
monitoring the US-brokered ceasefire 
plan in Gaza and bar British training 
for Palestinian Authority forces.

“The accusations made today 
by the foreign secretary in the 
British parliament were outrageous 
lies,” said Israel’s Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar.

The settlements mainly export 
agricultural products, including 
dates, grapes, avocados, citrus 
fruits, and some vegetables and 
aromatic herbs. They also market 
wine, Dead Sea cosmetics and 
various industrial products.

Trade between the UK and the 
occupied Palestinian Territories 
was only around £38 million 
(US$51 million) in 2025, according 
to the British government.

‘End trade’
Ireland and Spain have already 

taken measures against trade with 
Israeli settlements, and France 
has for weeks been pushing for a 
similar decision from the European 
Union, Israel’s leading trading 
partner, but has been blocked by 
some members.

Yesterday’s joint foreign 
ministers’ statement was also 
signed by Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Ireland, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Spain, and Sweden.

They said “unprecedented 
levels of settler violence and 
settlement expansion” in the West 
Bank threatened prospects for a 
two-state solution to the conflict.

The E1 settlement plan – 
approved by Israel last year after 
decades of being frozen – would 
see 1,200 housing units built and 
further isolate Israeli-annexed east 
Jerusalem from the rest of the West 
Bank.

Addressing MPs flanked by new 
Prime Minister Andy Burnham, 
Miliband – the son of Jewish 
immigrant parents – also vowed 
“action against specific companies 
and individuals who provide 
services such as construction, 
infrastructure, financing, or real 
estate for settlement expansion”.

In a statement posted on X, 
French Foreign Minister Jean-Noël 
Barrot said France “will end trade” 
with settlements in the occupied 
territories.

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said the United States 
would not join the new sanctions, 
saying Washington does not want 
to destabilise the West Bank.

Toughening UK stance
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu has vowed to continue 
establishing the settlements – 
illegal under international law.

Israel has already faced intense 
international criticism over its 
relentless offensive that flattened 
much of Gaza following the 
October 7, 2023, attack on Israel 
by Hamas militants.

The UK government’s move 
and hardening rhetoric signals a 
toughening of its stance towards 
Israel under Burnham, who 
replaced Keir Starmer in July.

Starmer’s government last year 
formally recognised a Palestinian 
state and announced sanctions on 
selected entities.

More than 500,000 Israelis live 
in illegal settlements in the West 
Bank, among some three million 
Palestinians.

According to an AFP tally 
based on data from the Palestinian 
health ministry, Israeli forces or 
settlers have killed at least 1,105 
Palestinians in the territory since 
the start of the Gaza war.      – AFP

JERUSALEM – Israeli 
opposition leaders yesterday 
called Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu unfit to serve after a 
report that the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) had warned him before the 
October 7, 2023 Hamas attack.

Haaretz newspaper, in a report 
excerpted from a forthcoming book 
by its reporters, said UAE President 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
spoke to Netanyahu a week and a 
half before the attack and told him 
that Hamas was planning a major 
operation.

Netanyahu’s office called the 
report by the left-leaning newspaper 
“an absolute lie” and denied he 
spoke to the Emirati leader at that 
time.

Gadi Eisenkot, a former military 
commander who has emerged as 
Netanyahu’s top rival in upcoming 
October 27 elections, accused the 
long-serving prime minister of 
evading responsibility for security 
lapses and resorting to “pathetic” 
excuses, such as saying he was 
not woken up soon enough on the 
morning of the attack.

“Netanyahu received dozens of 
warnings for October 7 and ignored 
them all. He is unfit,” Eisenkot 
wrote on X.

Naftali Bennett, a former prime 
minister also running in elections, 
said Netanyahu “bears personal and 
direct responsibility” for the deaths 
on October 7, the deadliest attack in 
Israeli history.

“Netanyahu cannot continue to 
serve in his position for even one 
more minute,” Bennett said.

The leader of the centre-left 
Democrats Party, Yair Golan, accused 
Netanyahu of “endangering Israel”.

“The stories about ‘no one 
woke me up’ are over. You knew, 
you ignored, you failed, you are to 
blame,” he said in a video posted on 
social media.

‘Earthquake’
Many Israelis have demanded 

an independent state commission of 
inquiry into the security lapses that 

failed to prevent Hamas’s October 
7, 2023 attack.

Opposition parties say 
establishing such a commission – 
whose members would be appointed 
by the Supreme Court – would be 
their first priority if elected.

But Netanyahu’s government 
has rejected the proposal.

Haaretz said that Hamas 
leader Yahya Sinwar, later killed 
by Israel, had warned a former 
Palestinian official that the militants 
were preparing “a terrifying 
operation” which he described as an 
“earthquake”.

The former Palestinian official 
relayed the message to an Emirati 
advisor, who passed it on to the 
Emirati leader who then called 
Netanyahu, according to the 
newspaper.

The UAE normalised ties with 
Israel in 2020 as part of the US-
brokered Abraham Accords under 
President Donald Trump’s first 
administration.

Netanyahu sees close ties with 
the UAE as a key achievement.

The newspaper, quoting mostly 
anonymous sources, said that 
Netanyahu replied calmly to the 
warning.

Netanyahu for years had sought 
to preserve the status quo with 
Hamas, which would receive funding 
via Qatar with an understanding the 
Islamist group was more interested in 
self-preservation than a devastating 
war with Israel.

Hamas on October 7 stormed 
into Israel in a rampage that included 
mass killing at a music festival.

The attack killed 1,221 people, 
according to an AFP tally based on 
official Israeli figures. The militants 
also dragged into Gaza some 251 
hostages, 44 of them already dead.

The massive Israeli offensive 
in response has left most of Gaza 
in ruins and killed 73,658 people, 
according to the Gaza health 
ministry, which is under Hamas 
authority and whose figures are 
considered reliable by the United 
Nations.       – AFP

The British flag still flies over the UK consulate in Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem 
yesterday. Israel yesterday ordered the closure of Britain’s consulate in Jerusalem 
as retaliation after London led Western sanctions over violence by Israeli settlers 
against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank.             – AFP 

Palestinians assess the damage at a house that was hit by an Israeli strike following 
an evacuation warning in the Al-Rimal neighbourhood of Gaza City yesterday. 
Despite a US-backed ceasefire that took effect in October 2025, violence has not 
halted in the Gaza Strip, with Israel continuing to target Palestinians it says are 
militants.                     – AFP

UK, France, Canada to ban 
imports from Israeli settlements

ROME – Rome’s Baths of 
Trajan, an ancient bathing and 
leisure complex featuring giant 
frescoes and mosaics, is opening to 
visitors for the first time, the city’s 
mayor said on Tuesday.

Inaugurated in 109 AD, the 
baths were built by the most famous 
architect of the time – Apollodorus 
of Damascus – and covered an area 
of 60,000 square metres.

The remains are located on 
top of the Colle Oppio near the 
Colosseum and the Roman Forum.

Visitors will be able to see a 
fresco entitled “The Painted City”, 
depicting an unidentified city of the 
Roman Empire, as well as a large 
mosaic dubbed “The Muse and the 
Philosopher”, whose colours are 
still vivid and whose figures are 
rendered with striking realism.

“These are the largest fresco 
and the largest mosaic of the 
Roman era ever discovered,” 
mayor Roberto Gualtieri told 
reporters as he announced the site 
would open this weekend.

He called them “marvellous 
works that are truly unique in the 
world for their artistic beauty and 
their historical... significance”.

The site also includes an 
exedra, a semicircular building 
whose precise purpose is unknown, 
which will in future host artistic 
and cultural events.

The area, which is still 
undergoing restoration, will 
initially open only at weekends for 
groups of no more than 15 people 
this month.     – AFP

Massive ancient Roman bath complex 
opens to visitors

Netanyahu under !re over 
report UAE warned of 

October 7 attack
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MOSCOW – Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and US counterpart 
Donald Trump yesterday discussed 
the Ukraine conflict in an “extremely 
frank” and constructive hour-long 
phone call, the Kremlin said.

It came after US negotiators 
Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner 
visited Moscow and Kyiv over the 
weekend in an attempt to kickstart 
long-stalled US efforts to end the 
fighting.

Washington has been pushing 
for fresh face-to-face talks between 
Moscow and Kyiv.

Kyiv says the talks could 
happen as early as this month, but 
the Kremlin on Monday said it was 
“too early” to discuss a venue or 
dates.

During their call yesterday, 
Putin and Trump “focused on the 
issue of a settlement in Ukraine”, 
Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov told 
reporters including AFP.

Trump called for a speedy end 
to the fighting, Ushakov said, while 
Putin presented an “objective and 
detailed analysis” of the frontline 
situation.

Putin has routinely said his 
troops are advancing across the 
entire front, with the capture of 
the entire eastern Donbas region a 
matter of time.

Putin “pointed out what the 
Americans could realistically do 
to bring the hostilities to a swift 
conclusion” and stressed that Russia 
had “no aggressive plans” towards 
Europe, Ushakov added.

Trump and the White House did 
not provide an immediate readout of 
the call.

‘The earlier, the better’
Russia has intensified aerial 

attacks on Ukrainian towns and 
cities in recent months.

After announcing a brief 
ceasefire to coincide with Witkoff 
and Kushner’s visit to Kyiv, 
Moscow resumed strikes on the 
Ukrainian capital overnight, killing 
at least five people, according to 
Ukraine’s rescue services.

AFP reporters in Kyiv heard 
fresh explosions in the early hours 

yesterday, triggering fires and 
sending locals down into basements 
and metro stations for shelter.

Zelensky meanwhile said 
Russian, Ukrainian and US 
negotiators could meet as early as 
this month for talks on finding an 
end to the war.

“If all sides agree, we also 
want to hold it in the autumn. If 
September works out, then it would 
be great. The earlier, the better,” he 
said.

Several previous rounds of 
negotiations have failed. Trust 
is low, and there is no sign that 
Moscow or Kyiv have shifted their 
positions.

‘Massive strike’
Russia said it had carried out 

a “massive strike” on military-
industrial sites, logistics hubs and 
storage centres in Kyiv and its 
suburbs.

Locals told AFP how they ran 
for cover as the attack started.

“It was very terrifying, we barely 
managed to run into the parking lot. 
The parking lot was shaking all 
over too,” Nina Kimova, 55, said, 

adding that her car had been “burnt 
to ashes”.

In the Crimean peninsula, 
officials said a Ukrainian attack 
killed two people.

Zelensky told US news outlet 
Axios that the United States was 
pushing for a de-escalation ahead 
of winter and that Putin did not 
want to annoy Trump before the 
US midterm legislative elections in 
early November.

Russia has struck Ukraine’s 
energy grid each winter since 
launching its offensive in February 
2022, cutting power and heating to 
millions in temperatures as low as 
-20C.

The two sides appear no closer 
to agreeing on how the war should 
end.

Moscow is demanding Ukraine 
cede territory in its eastern Donetsk 
region that it still controls and 
renounce Western military support.

Kyiv has said such terms 
amount to capitulation and would 
only allow Russia to prepare a fresh 
attack in its bid to install a Moscow-
friendly government in Ukraine.

– AFP, MPD

President Donald Trump applauds after speaking during a “Steel Across America” 
commemorative event ahead of the 25th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, near the 
White House in Washington, DC, yesterday. Trump welcomed 9/11 first responders 
to the event featuring a steel beam recovered from the World Trade Center’s South 
Tower.                    – AFP
 

STOCKHOLM – Iceland’s 
foreign ministry said yesterday it 
had summoned the US ambassa-
dor after President Donald Trump 
posted a map that seemingly 
showed the island as part of the 
United States.

“Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Thorgerdur Katrin Gunnarsdot-
tir, summoned the US Ambassador 
yesterday to convey a clear message 
that the image was wholly inappro-
priate,” the ministry said in a state-
ment to AFP.

Trump on Monday posted an 
image to social media with a map 
of North America in which Canada, 

Greenland, Mexico, much of central 
America and the Caribbean, as well 
as Iceland, were coloured in with 
the US flag.

The entire landmass was la-
belled “United States of America” 
and the image was posted without 
any further explanation.

Iceland relies on Washington for 
its security as the subarctic island 
has not had a military since gain-
ing independence from Denmark in 
1944.

It is a founding member of 
NATO and has a 1951 bilateral de-
fence agreement with the United 
States,

Trump’s repeated threats to take 
control of Greenland, a Danish au-
tonomous territory located fewer 
than 300 kilometres from Iceland, 
and his trade showdown with Cana-
da have already rattled Iceland.

Danish Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen, told media on Monday 
that “the Greenlandic government 
and the Greenlandic people have 
said again and again that they do not 
wish to be American.”

“We can certainly repeat that 
message today,” she told news 
agency Ritzau, commenting on the 
map while on a visit to Greenland.

– AFP

BUENOS AIRES – Argentina has announced legal action 
against companies with links to an Israeli-British oil project near 
the Falkland Islands, as Buenos Aires escalates its claim over the 
disputed territory.

Britain and Argentina fought a 10-week war in 1982 over the 
South Atlantic islands, a British overseas territory that Argentines 
call Las Malvinas.

As President Javier Milei amps up Argentina’s claim over the 
islands, Buenos Aires on Friday said it intended to investigate and 
sanction 45 oil companies working in the area.

And on Monday night, it announced a lawsuit against Navitas 
Petroleum Development & Production Ltd, Navitas Petroleum 
Atlantic United, Navitas Petroleum LP, IHI Associates Inc, and Eco 
Atlantic Oil & Gas Ltd.

These companies “allegedly hold licenses granted by the 
illegitimate government of the United Kingdom [in the Falklands] 
for the exploration and/or exploitation of hydrocarbons in the North 
Malvinas Basin,” the presidency stated.

The Sea Lion oil field involves Britain’s Rockhopper 
Exploration and Israel’s Navitas Petroleum, who are looking to 
establish a large-scale operation about 220 kilometres from the 
Falklands.

Buenos Aires argues that the arrangement breaches 
Argentine law, which prohibits the exploration and exploitation 
of hydrocarbons on its continental shelf without government 
authorisation.

A 2011 law establishes penalties of up to 20 years of 
disqualification from operating in Argentina and up to 15 years in 
prison for the offense.

The Falklands are located about 600 km east of Argentina’s 
southernmost tip and administered by Britain. The 1982 war ended 
with Argentine surrender after 74 days of conflict that killed 649 
Argentines and 255 British troops.

In a speech Thursday, Milei renewed claims to the Falklands 
after US President Donald Trump said Washington was reviewing its 
historically neutral position on the territory.

“There are winds of change in the world that are favorable to our 
claim,” Milei said.

The far-right leader’s address prompted London to assert its 
“unshakeable” claim over the islands.

“The Falklands are British because Falkland Islanders choose to 
be British,” British Defence Secretary Wes Streeting wrote on social 
media on Friday.

The islanders themselves voted overwhelmingly in 2013 to 
remain British.         – AFP, MPD

Argentina !les lawsuit 
against oil !rms 

operating o" Falkland/
Malvinas

Iceland summons US ambassador after 
Trump posts map with island as part of US

Putin and Trump discuss Ukraine 
in ‘extremely frank’ call
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BRASÍLIA – A juicy steak could 
come between Brazilian President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and his 
dreams of a fourth term.

While campaigning in 2022, 
the veteran leftist vowed to put 
“picanha”* on the plates of the 
people but that promise has come 
back to haunt him as the price of 
Brazilians’ favourite cut of beef – a 
slab of rump bordered by a cap of 
fat – creeps higher.

Lula’s main rival in October’s 
elections, Senator Flávio Bolsonaro, 
son of jailed former far-right 
president Jair Bolsonaro, delights 
in reminding Lula of his failure to 
deliver steak for all.

“Given that Lula did not bring 
picanha, I brought some here 
today,” the 45-year-old conservative 
announced at a recent campaign 
event where he dished out plates of 
grilled meat.

The picanha is a relatively 
expensive cut in Brazil, the 
world’s biggest beef exporter, 
where weekends are often spent 
barbecuing with family and friends.

It ranges in price from 80 to 110 
reais (US$15-US$21) per kilo.

“When you eat picanha, you’re 
eating like the rich,” said Mirne 
Franco, owner of a butcher shop on 
the outskirts of the capital Brasilia.

‘No change’
Lula, who served two terms 

between 2003 and 2010, made 
a stunning comeback from a 
corruption scandal that saw him 
serve time to win a third term as 
the tried-and-true candidate of the 
working classes in 2022.

“The people will begin eating 
picanha again!” he declared in a 
typical barnstorming campaign 
speech.

Yet nearly four years later, the 
slab of meat costs nearly 10 percent 
more, figures from Brazil’s statistics 
agency show.

On the eve of an election that 
is expected to be as close as Lula 
versus Bolsonaro senior four years 
ago, the issue of rising prices is 
fuelling voter anger.

“I voted for Lula, but I won’t do 

it again because I see no change,” 
said Lucas da Silva, a 23-year-old 
grill master at a popular Brasilia 
steakhouse.

The issue has been exploited by 
the right.

Pro-Bolsonaro lawmaker 
Nikolas Ferreira trolled Lula with 
a video featuring a housewife who 
is forced to put back a picanha of 
the “Promise” brand when she gets 
to the market checkout because she 
doesn’t have enough money.

The video has racked up around 
10 million views on social media.

Slowing food inflation
Lula has attempted to defend 

his record with a battery of data 
showing the economy is in better 
shape than widely thought.

Food prices have risen on 
average four percent annually since 
2022, down from over 11 percent 
on average during the last three 
years of Bolsonaro’s presidency, 
which coincided partly with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“An adversary showed a picanha 
on the TV because it’s expensive. 
It would be good if these rivals, 
instead of going to the supermarket 
to make a spectacle of themselves, 
look at the facts so they know that 
things have improved a lot in this 
country,” Lula hit back recently.

The incumbent has boasted of 
keeping inflation within the Central 
Bank’s target of 3.0 percent plus or 
minus 1.5 points and of lowering 
unemployment to historic lows.

But economic growth has 
slowed and consumer spending has 
fallen.

“Poor people only know the 
picanha by name,” Franco the 
butcher shop owner said as one 
of her staff cut a whole slab into 
smaller, more economical portions.

Marcela Alves César, a secretary 
working in Brazil’s parliament, said 
she “loves” beef but has recently 
begun switching to chicken, as both 
a healthier and cheaper alternative.

In the first round of the election 
on October 4 she plans to vote for 
Bolsonaro because “many other 
things have also become expensive.”

Robson Carvalho, a researcher 
at Brasília National University, said 
Lula’s “picanha for the people” 
promise was meant figuratively, 
not literally, to signify his plans “to 
contain food prices.”

Carlos Roberto dos Santos, a 
rancher with 1,500 head of cattle, 
said Lula knew he couldn’t control 
the price of beef, which is subject to 
supply and demand and not set by 
the government.

“It’s a populist promise,” 
Roberto said dismissively.     – AFP

*Picanha is a prized cut of beef 
taken from the top of the rump, 
widely regarded as the prized 
crown jewel of Brazilian churrasco 
(barbecue). Unlike British or 
American butchery traditions – 
which often trim away surface fat – 
picanha is kept intact with a thick, 
untrimmed layer of top fat (the “fat 
cap”).The name originates from 
picana, a pole used by ranchers in 
southern Brazil and Argentina to 
herd cattle, poking the animals near 
the rump region where this cut is 
located. – Gemini

October 17, 2005 file photo of a “picanha” (rump cover steak) – Photo courtesy of 
Craig Walsh, Lucies Farm/Wikimedia Commons 

Lula’s steak for all promise comes 
back to bite him

Madrid, Spain
MADRID – The Spanish 

government yesterday declassified 
intelligence reports about July’s 
migrant surge into Ceuta in a 
bid to quell doubts about what it 
knew beforehand and Morocco’s 
potential role.

More than 70,000 migrants 
streamed into Spain’s small 
north African territory from 
neighbouring Morocco on July 
30 and 31, raising questions about 
how the unprecedented and deadly 
rush could have happened.

The leftist government has 
maintained it received no prior 
warning of the scale of the incident 
and says no “solid proof” exists to 
conclude Morocco planned it.

But doubts have swirled over 
the possible role of Rabat, which 
claims sovereignty over Ceuta 
and Spain’s other north African 
exclave of Melilla.

A Spanish police report 
leaked last week flagged “total 
permissiveness” by Moroccan 
security forces during the rush, 
saying their numbers at the Ceuta 
border were lower than usual and 
that some actively facilitated the 
crossings.

Spain’s top criminal court 
opened an investigation into the 
events on Monday and largely 
based its ruling on the report, 
saying there was “undeniable 
facilitation” from Morocco.

The conservative and far-
right opposition have lambasted 
the government for its handling 
of the crisis, accusing it of 
ignoring warnings and of 

subservience to Morocco, which 
maintains delicate relations with 
Madrid.

The cabinet approved 
yesterday the release of “around 
40 documents” which would be 
made public today, government 
spokeswoman Elma Saiz told a 
press conference.

“We are taking another step 
forward in our commitment to 
transparency and the public’s 
right to know all the information,” 
said Saiz, who however refused 
to preview the contents of the 
documents.

Most of the migrants who 
entered Ceuta have returned to 
Morocco, but thousands have 
remained in often dire living 
conditions, increasing tensions in 
the city as residents demand their 
expulsion.

The government minister 
responsible for relations with 
Spain’s regions, Ángel Victor 
Torres, announced yesterday that 
3,400 reception places had been 
set up for the migrants, many of 
whom have slept rough in Ceuta 
for weeks.

The aim was to reach 6,000 
places “in the coming days”, he 
said.

The government has sought to 
speed up the return of the remaining 
migrants, but it must first identify 
them and decide whether they are 
entitled to asylum.

Thousands of unaccompanied 
children cannot be summarily 
deported and require special 
protection.

– AFP

HAVANA – The US embargo 
on Cuba incurred “record” losses 
of over US$8 billion on the island 
between March last year and 
February this year, according to 
a government report presented on 
Monday.

Cuba has been under a US 
trade embargo since 1962, 
with President Donald Trump 
piling on pressure on top of the 
decades-old measure since early 
this year.

The damage set out in the 
report exceeds last year’s peak 
by seven percent, said Foreign 
Minister Bruno Rodríguez.

The figure “does not include 
the damage from the energy 
blockade” imposed by Washington 
in January “nor the damage from 
secondary sanctions” imposed on 
Cuban entities in May, the minister 
added.

“The blockade does not punish 
a government; it punishes the daily 
life of a people in all its aspects,” 
Rodríguez said.

Havana blames the crisis on 
an array of US-imposed punitive 
measures, while Washington 
attributes the hardship to poor 
internal governance.

Living conditions on the island 
are severe, with residents enduring 
regular rolling blackouts and 
chronic food and fuel shortages on 
a daily basis.

Rodríguez pointed to an 
increase in infant mortality – from 
four per 1,000 births in 2018 
to 9.9 in 2025 – as evidence of 
deteriorating standards.

He ruled out declaring a 
humanitarian crisis, however, and 
praised what he called Cuban 
solidarity in the face of difficulty.

The minister said Cuban 
authorities remain in contact with 
the US State Department but ruled 
out any normalisation of ties.

Cuba remains willing to 
continue engaging in dialogue 
“despite the lack of progress” and 
“lack of willingness” on the part 
of the US, he said.                – AFP

MEXICO CITY – More than 
130 doctors fell ill last month after 
eating food contaminated with 
salmonella in their Mexico City 
hospital’s cafeteria, authorities and 
those affected said on Monday.

Dozens of doctors protested 
outside the Eduardo Liceaga 
Hospital, where the outbreak 
took place, located in a central 
neighbourhood of the capital.

“We assume it was from the 
breakfast on August 31 –  some 
eggs – and by that night, almost all 
of us were sick,” one of the affected 
individuals, who asked to remain 

anonymous, told AFP.
“The food was spoiled, with 

worms and mould, and we’re 
constantly without water,” she said.

The facility, which is part of 
Mexico’s federal health network, 
acknowledged that an outbreak was 
identified on the last day of August 
following a “sudden increase 
in people with gastrointestinal 
symptoms” such as abdominal pain, 
diarrhea and vomiting.

In a video on social media, Health 
Secretary David Kershenobich said 
the outbreak affected 135 resident 
physicians, 41 of whom required 

hospitalisation. “All are in good 
condition,” he said.

But doctors at the protest and 
statements sent to AFP said there 
were 227 cases with 67 people 
hospitalised – including 15 who had 
to be treated in intensive care.

The hospital has a staff cafeteria 
exclusively for resident physicians 
and specialist doctors, so the spread 
of the outbreak was limited.

Kershenobich promised 
an investigation and said food 
service conditions at federal health 
institutions would be reviewed.

– AFP

Spain declassi!es 
intelligence reports into 

Ceuta migrant rush

Cuba denounces ‘record’ 
economic damage from US 

embargo

Salmonella outbreak hits doctors at 
Mexican hospital
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Andy Scott
PARIS – Luis Enrique’s 

Paris Saint-Germain have 
already secured their status 

as one of the Champions League’s 
greatest teams by winning the 
trophy in back-to-back years, and 
now they have their sights set on a 
rare treble.

“Doing the treble is the 
objective, but we know it’s going to 
be very difficult and that there will 
be obstacles in our way,” said PSG 
captain Marquinhos on the eve of 
the campaign.

After years of disappointment 
in Europe for the Qatar-owned 
club, PSG became the real deal 
after former Barcelona and Spain 
coach Luis Enrique was appointed 
in 2023.

They reached the semi-finals 
in his first season, then kicked on 
following the departure of Kylian 
Mbappe in 2024.

No longer beholden to one or two 
superstar names, PSG went on to 
blow the rest of Europe away en route 
to winning a first Champions League 
title in 2025 as they destroyed Inter 
Milan 5-0 in the final.

They followed that up by edging 
Premier League champions Arsenal 
on penalties in last season’s final in 
Budapest, becoming just the second 
side to retain the trophy since the 
inception of the modern Champions 
League in 1992.

But a three-peat at this level 
would be an achievement on another 
scale again.

Real Madrid did it under 
Zinedine Zidane, reigning over the 
continent from 2016 to 2018.

Johan Cruyff’s Ajax and Franz 
Beckenbauer’s Bayern Munich both 
won three successive European 
Cups in the 1970s, while Alfredo 
Di Stefano’s Madrid won five 
on the bounce at the dawn of the 
competition between 1956 and 1960.

That is the kind of exalted 
company PSG are hoping to join, 
but the demands in Europe’s elite 
club competition are now greater 
than ever - the new Champions 
League format led to the Parisians 
playing a total of 17 games in order 
to win the trophy in each of the last 

two campaigns.
When at their best, they are 

utterly thrilling. Their pace in an 
attack led by Ousmane Dembele 
and Khvicha Kvaratskhelia is 
utterly terrifying, and is supported 
by flying full-backs Achraf Hakimi 
and Nuno Mendes.

Meanwhile their midfield three, 
led by diminutive Portuguese 
playmaker Vitinha, can dominate 
games against far more physical 
opponents.

Luis Enrique: still hungry
Hence PSG winning their two titles, 

and two UEFA Super Cups, despite 
playing 18 matches against Premier 

League teams in the last two years.
The number of games might be 

the biggest danger for PSG, who 
played 121 competitive matches 
across the last two seasons with a 
meagre three-week break in between 
because of the Club World Cup.

Either side of that, the majority 
of their squad were involved in 
major tournaments in 2024 and 
have had another shortened summer 
holiday due to the World Cup.

That may explain why they 
have looked rusty at the beginning 
of this campaign. However, their 
margin over the rest of France’s top 
flight is so great that they are still 
favourites to win Ligue 1 again, 

even if they choose to regularly rest 
key players to keep them fresh for 
the Champions League.

Their European campaign could 
not start with a kinder fixture either, 
with Slovan Bratislava up first - 
things will quickly move up a notch, 
though, as they visit Manchester 
City and host Barcelona in October.

PSG do not often sell one of 
their star players but that is what 
they have done with Bradley 
Barcola, who joined Liverpool for 
huge money. Goncalo Ramos, Lee 
Kang-in and Ibrahim Mbaye, all 
useful squad options last season, 
have been sold too.

However, Maghnes Akliouche, 
who played for France at the World 
Cup, and Ferran Torres - Spain’s 
final match-winner in North 
America - are headline new arrivals. 
The latter played under Luis Enrique 
for his country.

“He was like a footballing father 
for me when I played for him in the 
national team,” Torres said after 
signing from Barcelona.

Luis Enrique is the star now, 
more than any individual player, and 
he has just signed a new contract to 
stay in Paris until 2030.

“It is the first time I have stayed 
four years at the same club, and I am 
more motivated than I was in my 
first year,” he said, insisting that he 
has lost none of his hunger. That is 
ominous for PSG’s rivals.

The game will be played at 
3:00 a.m. tomorrow Macau time.

– AFP/MPD

Is Champions League 3-peat really possible for PSG?

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Maghnes Akliouche (left) fights for the ball with Paris Saint-Germain’s Moroccan defender 
Achraf Hakimi during a training session at the Campus Paris Saint-Germain in Poissy, yesterday, on the eve of the UEFA 

Champions League first round day 1 match against Slovan Bratislava.                       – AFP

Football

PARIS – Ferran Torres, whose 
goal against Argentina won the 
World Cup for Spain in July, leads 
a 30-man list for the men’s Ballon 
d’Or revealed yesterday.

The 26-year-old who has since 
joined Paris Saint-Germain is one 
of six Spanish World Cup winners 
on the list, alongside 2024 laureate 
Rodri and last year’s runner-up 
Lamine Yamal.

In the women’s section, three-
time winner Aitana Bonmati 
did not make the shortlist after 
breaking her leg midway through 
the season, but her former 
Barcelona team-mate Alexia 
Putellas, the winner in 2021 and 
2022 and now a London City 
Lionesses player, is there.

Torres also won La Liga with 
Barcelona in May but is now 
teaming up with last year’s Ballon 
d’Or winner Ousmane Dembele at 
PSG.

France international Dembele 
is one of nine PSG team-mates on 
the list to have won the Champions 
League in each of the last two 
years.

With Torres having joined the 
club, that makes it 10 current PSG 
players in total on the list.

Among them, Fabian Ruiz is 
the only player to have won the 

Champions League and World 
Cup in 2026.

Flying Georgian winger 
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia was one 
of the stars of PSG’s successful 
Champions League defence, 
alongside Portuguese midfield 
pair Vitinha and Joao Neves, and 
all three are nominated.

Messi in for 17th time
Eight-time Ballon d’Or winner 

Lionel Messi received his 17th 
nomination, but his eternal rival 
Cristiano Ronaldo did not make 
the cut this time.

Messi helped inspire an ill-
disciplined Argentina to the World 
Cup final, where they took almost 
120 minutes to muster their first 
shot against Spain in a one-sided 
final.

England captain Harry Kane, 
who won the Bundesliga with 
Bayern Munich, is included as is 
his French team-mate and wing 
wizard Michael Olise.

Real Madrid’s Jude Belling-
ham earned his nomination with 
an impressive World Cup for Eng-
land, scoring seven goals - match-
ing Erling Haaland’s tally and 
beaten only by Messi (eight) and 
Kylian Mbappe, on 10.

Mbappe is there, after 
becoming the first player to win 
the World Cup golden boot a 

second time, while also scorching 
to the top of the tournament’s all-
time record scorer list.

Yamal is also nominated in for 
the Young Talent award, which he 
has won the last two years.

Vozinha, the 40-year-old who 
was one of the heroes of Cape 
Verde’s fairytale World Cup run, 
has made the goalkeeper list.

Barcelona will also have a 
handful of contenders for the 
women’s award.

Putellas is one of seven players 
who won the women’s Champions 
League with the club in May to be 
on the list, including Poland’s Ewa 
Pajor, who scored a brace in the 
4-0 final victory over Lyon.

Three of the men’s nominees 
play outside Europe. Messi is at 
MLS franchise Inter Miami and 
Sadio Mane and Julian Quinones 
play in Saudi Arabia.

The women’s award spreads its 
net a little wider. Zambian Barbra 
Banda, who plays for Orlando 
Pride in South Africa, Mexican 
Scarlett Camberos who plays in 
her native country and Malawian 
Temwa Chawinga and American 
Rose Lavelle, who play in the 
NWSL, on the list.

The winners will be announced 
in a ceremony at the London 
Palladium Theatre on October 26.

– AFP

ROME – Scotland 
midfielder Scott McTomi-
nay has had successful 
surgery on a minor heart 

issue and will return to training in 
two weeks’ time, his club Napoli 
said yesterday.

The former Manchester United 
player recently experienced a heart 
rhythm disorder, something which 
is not considered serious but did 
require surgery.

“On Tuesday [yesterday] morn-
ing, Scott McTominay underwent 
an ablation procedure at Spire Man-
chester Hospital. The operation was 
a complete success,” the Serie A 
club said in a statement.

“McTominay will rest for two 
weeks and then resume training.”

McTominay, 29, has been a key 
player for Napoli since joining from 
Manchester United in 2024, scoring 
27 goals in 82 matches.

But he was off-form in their 
opening two Serie A games.

Napoli previously said that 
McTominay would miss Scotland’s 
upcoming Nations League 
fixtures against Slovenia (twice), 
Switzerland and North Macedonia.

Napoli, who have just three 
points from their opening three Serie 
A games this season, host Arsenal 
in the Champions League today and 
then play Bologna and Fiorentina 
before the international break.

The game will be played 
at 3:00 a.m. tomorrow morning 
Macau time.          – AFP/MPD

Napoli’s McTominay has 
successful heart procedure

World Cup !nal scorer Torres leads 
Ballon d’Or nominees

Sporting’s Portuguese goalkeeper Rui Silva (left) and Portuguese coach Rui Borges 

give a press conference at the Jose Alvalade Stadium in Lisbon yesterday, ahead of 

the UEFA Champions League first round day 1 match against Galatasaray SK. The 
game will be played at 3:00 a.m. tomorrow morning Macau time.            – AFP
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NEW YORK – 
Zheng Qinwen pulled 
off another US Open 

stunner Monday, beating Iga 
Swiatek to book a quarter final with 
Elena Rybakina as men’s top seed 
Alexander Zverev advanced safely 
to the last eight.

It was one more gritty comeback 
for Zheng, the Paris Olympics 
gold medallist and a former world 
number four now ranked 121st after 
struggling in the wake of elbow 
surgery last year.

Zheng had won the last seven 
games, saving a match point, as 
she shocked Madison Keys in her 
previous match.

After falling behind 5-0 in the 
first set against six-time Grand 
Slam champion Swiatek she again 
reeled off seven straight games.

She then broke Swiatek twice 
in the second set to clinch the win.

“I guess to come back from 0-5 
(Saturday) is not lucky, that’s all I 
can say,” said Zheng, who had to 
come through qualifying to gain a 
main draw berth.

Zheng, the first qualifier to 
beat Swiatek at a major, said it 
took her some time to settle in on 
the cavernous Ashe court, noting 
it’s been “a long, long time” since 
she’d been scheduled on a main 
show court.

“I just focus on point by point,” 
Zheng said, adding that she was so 
focused on the rallies that she lost 
track of the score.

Swiatek, who fell to Zheng in 
the gold medal match in Paris two 
years ago, left the Arthur Ashe 
Stadium in tears, although she later 
downplayed the upset.

“You can lose a set from any 
score, so nothing special about 
that,” she said.

Zheng is the first qualifier to 
reach the US Open women’s quarter-
finals since Emma Raducanu - who 
went on to win the title - in 2021.

She’ll next face world number 
two Rybakina, the reigning 
Australian Open champion who 
cruised past a hurting Naomi Osaka 
6-1, 6-4 in just 66 minutes.

Rybakina is not only chasing a 
third Grand Slam title. If she beats 
Zheng to reach the semi-finals she 

will seize the number one ranking 
from Aryna Sabalenka – even if 
the Belarusian wins a third straight 
crown.

“Of course I want it,” Rybakina 
said.

But, she added: “I try to approach 
the same, fight to the end my next 
match - let’s see what will happen.”

Fourth-seeded Coco Gauff 
reached the quarter-finals for the 
first time since she won the title 
in 2023, beating 18-year-old US 
compatriot Iva Jovic 6-1, 6-4.

Gauff next faces fifth-seeded 
French Open champion Mirra 
Andreeva, a 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 winner 
over Anastasia Potapova.

Zverev once again closed the 
action on Ashe, beating 21st-seeded 
Italian Luciano Darderi 6-2, 6-2, 
7-6 (7/3).

The French Open champion 
has become a late-night fixture, 
playing into the small hours in his 
first three matches, including two 
five-setters.

He was in control against 
Darderi, saving the lone break 
point he faced and cruising through 
the first two sets before Darderi 
stepped things up to force the third-
set tiebreaker.

Zverev wrapped it up quickly 

there, giving himself a match 
point with a forehand winner to 
the corner and finished up before 
midnight with an ace.

Zverev will play Botic van de 
Zandschulp for a place in the semi-
finals.

The Dutch player saved a 
match point as he rallied from two 
sets down to beat France’s Arthur 
Gea 3-6, 6-7 (0/7), 7-6 (9/7), 7-6 
(7/3), 6-4 in a match lasting five 
hours and 13 minutes.

Van de Zandschulp is back in 
the quarter-finals for the first time 
since 2021, although he made 
waves in 2024 with a second-round 
upset of Carlos Alcaraz.

Alexander Blockx’s dream 
debut continued with a gritty 
6-3, 4-6, 7-5, 7-5 victory over 
Argentina’s Francisco Cerundolo, 
which made the 21-year-old the 
first Belgian man to reach the US 
open last eight.

Blockx, who started the year 
ranked outside the top 100, said he 
was “close to retiring” because of 
sharp pain in an injured rib in the 
first set.

He next faces Karen Khachanov 
after the Russian beat 14th-seeded 
American Learner Tien 7-5, 4-6, 
6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 6-4.    – AFP

Zheng stuns Swiatek to reach US Open 
quarters, Zverev and Rybakina advance

China’s Qinwen Zheng hits a return against Poland’s Iga Swiatek during their 
women’s singles round of 16 match of the US Open tennis tournament at the USTA 
Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York City on Monday.          – AFP

Table tennis

MACAO – The WTT 
Champions Macao kicked off 
yesterday at the East Asian Games 
Dome, and China’s early starters 
lived up to expectations.

Chen Yi defeated Chinese Taipei’s 
Yeh Yi-Tian 3-0 (11-6, 11-8, 11-8) in 
the women’s competition to advance 
to the round of 16, while Chen 
Yuanyu also booked his place in 
the next round, overcoming Egypt’s 
Omar Assar 3-0 (11-9, 11-7, 11-9).

“I am fully prepared,” Chen 
Yuanyu said. “When I hit a rough 
patch or felt uncomfortable on 
court, I had ways to deal with it.”

“My mindset was calm today and 
I had made thorough preparations 
for my opponent’s technical and 
tactical elements,” said the 22-year-
old Chen Yi. “The match proceeded 

much as I had imagined.”
With Chinese stars Sun Yingsha 

and Wang Manyu withdrawing, 
Japan’s Miwa Harimoto, currently 
third in the world rankings, is the 
highest-ranked female participant 
remaining in the tournament. She 
beat Singapore’s Zeng Jian 3-0 (11-8, 
12-10, 11-3) in the first round, while 
her brother Tomokazu Harimoto also 
won to advance to the next round.

Other players advancing to the 
round of 16 included Brazil’s Hugo 
Calderano, Denmark’s Anders Lind, 
and Japan’s Satsuki Odo.

The round of 32 continues 
today. China’s Kuai Man will face 
Germany’s Han Ying, Wang Yidi 
meets Egypt’s Dina Meshref, and 
Huang Youzheng takes on the United 
States’ Kanak Jha. Chen Xingtong 
and Zhou Qihao are scheduled to 
play tomorrow.                   – Xinhua

Chen Yi, Chen Yuanyu advance into 
round of 16 at WTT Champions Macao

Leong On Na of Macao competes during the women’s singles first round match 
against Anna Hursey of Wales at the 2026 World Table Tennis (WTT) Champions 
Macao in Macao, yesterday. Hursey won the match 11-1, 11-7, 11- 6.          – Xinhua

Cricket

LONDON – Pakistan captain 
Babar Azam said yesterday he had 
no input into the dramatic reshaping 
of his squad ahead of this week’s 
third and final Test against England, 
adding the raft of changes was 
“news to me”.

Heavy defeats in the first two 
Tests, at Headingley and Lord’s, 
prompted the Pakistan Cricket 
Board to send seven players home 
before the tour was finished, with 
head coach Sarfaraz Ahmed and 
bowling chief Umar Gul sacked 
from their posts as well.

Seven players - including five 
with no Test experience - were 
added to the squad, with Pakistan 
white-ball coach Mike Hesson and 
assistant Ashley Noffke summoned 
to take charge of the team at 
Edgbaston this week.

“It was news to me,” Azam 
said at a press conference ahead of 
today’s start of the third Test.

“I found out after. The PCB 
decided it, so they will be able to 
explain better.

“The PCB’s decision must have 
been taken after some thought 
process. It’s better if you ask them 

why. It’s an opportunity for us as a 
group and a team.

“The series is lost but we have 
nothing to lose. We should play freely 
and believe in ourselves as a team.”

It is nearly four years since 
Azam last scored a Test century, 
with Pakistan yet to reach 200 as a 
team in four innings this series.

But the 31-year-old urged the 
new members of his squad to seize 
their chance.

“It’s an opportunity for the new 
boys and a chance to showcase their 
talent,” he said.

“Any young player who comes 
in is excited, and that excitement is 
visible. I believe that will be visible 
in the match, too.

“I firmly believe you need to 
grab opportunities and perform in 
difficult conditions. That’s why we 
play cricket, because we have to 
perform and dominate in difficult 
conditions.

“We need to forget about past 
failures and shift focus to the future.”

Azam had little to say about the 
PCB inquiry announced Monday 
into the Pakistan squad’s “discipline 
and conduct” while on tour, adding: 
“No, I don’t know. I have no idea 
about it.”      – AFP

Cycling

PALOS DE LA FRONTERA, 
Spain - Matthew Brennan sprinted 
to victory in the 16th stage of the 
Vuelta a Espana yesterday to 
claim his fourth stage win of the 
race.

Visma Lease-a-bike’s British 
rider Brennan, given a superb 
lead-out by team-mate Wout Van 
Aert, crossed the line ahead of 
Bryan Coquard and Vito Braet in 
Palos de la Frontera, in the south-
west of Spain.

Team Movistar’s Spanish rider 
Enric Mas maintained his 2min 6 

sec general classification lead on 
Felix Gall, with Primoz Roglic a 
further four seconds behind.

Brennan, 21, held up four 
fingers to celebrate each of his 
four stage wins in his maiden 
Grand Tour.

“It’s unbelievable, four 
victories here and the plan was for 
one,” said Brennan.

Yesterday’s 16th stage, running 
181.1km from Cortegana, was 
expected to be another chance for 
the sprinters and so it proved, on 
another hot late summer day.

A five-man breakaway got up 
the road early on but with 100km 

remaining the peloton started to 
reel them in.

The break was caught with 
around 23km remaining, setting 
up the bunch sprint finale.

Van Aert led out for Brennan, 
who cruised to a comfortable 
victory, with nobody coming close 
to finding a way past him.

Belgian rider Van Aert has 
won two stages himself, bringing 
Visma’s total to six in this edition 
of the Vuelta.

Today a flat stage 17 takes 
riders 185 kilometres from Dos 
Hermanas to Seville, offering 
another sprint finale.  – AFP

Brennan takes Vuelta stage 16 for 4th win

Pakistan’s drastic squad upheaval 
‘news’ to skipper Babar Azam
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Adam Plowright
VENICE – When Danish director 

May el-Toukhy was selected for the 
top competition at the Venice Film 
Festival in July, she was the only female 
filmmaker in a 20-strong field – with a 
movie “about the invisibility of women”.

She joked about the irony in a press 
conference on Sunday, while pointing 
out that progress on gender bias made in 
the wake of the 2017 #MeToo movement 
appeared to be reversing.

“After #MeToo, I think all of us were 
really aware of this gender imbalance,” 
she told reporters.

“And something has happened over 
the course of the last couple of years 
where we’re kind of returning to, you 
know, what it used to be – and so we 
have to be better,” she added.

The protagonist of “Woman 
Unknown” is a bride-to-be struggling to 
hide her wartime secret – a relationship 
with a Nazi during the German 
occupation of Denmark during WWII.

Women accused of having consorted 
with the enemy are seen in the film 
violently stripped, their heads shaved and 
red swastikas painted on their bare flesh.

The powerful film, which drew 
enthusiastic applause after a press 
screening on Sunday, is “about being 
objectified on one hand and on the other 
hand being unseen and voiceless,” said 
el-Toukhy.

Selection process questioned
The dearth of women in the top 

Venice competition has sparked nagging 
questions about the selection process 
and female representation.

“I would have loved to have more 
female colleagues in competition,” she 
told AFP on Monday, while denying that 
she felt “lonely” because she had “been 
the only woman in many, many different 
settings”.

Venice boss Alberto Barbera 
angered many observers in July 
when he said the initial 20-1 male 
domination of the top competition was 
because the submissions from women 
“were not enough to put them into the 
competition”.

Since then, the festival has added 
another film co-directed by a woman, 
the documentary “NAZA” about the 
Israeli killing of civilians in Gaza, which 
will premiere tomorrow.

El-Toukhy, a Danish-Egyptian 
director who has worked on Netflix’s 
“The Queen”, said she had encountered 
gender bias throughout her career and 
even with her latest film.

“When I pitched the film to people, 
I could see that they were glazing over 
because they were, like, ‘Oh, another 
Second World War film,’ which I feel 
is unfair because we’ve told so many 
stories about the male experience during 
war or post-war, and we haven’t really 
explored what it meant to be a woman 
during that time as much,” she said.

After film school, she said she struggled 
to find financing for her first film.

“I think it took me six or seven years, 

whereas my male peers, they were much 
faster than me,” she explained.

“My second film was really hard to 
get done as well.”

‘Structural problem’
She sees the under-representation 

of women at the top of the industry 
as a “structural problem” – echoing 
a similar point made by US star 
Maggie Gyllenhaal who is head of the 
competition jury in Venice this year.

“I do think it’s much harder for women 
to get their films financed,” Gyllenhaal 
said in the first week of the festival.

“Also, could it be possible that 
the things that women, having had a 
different experience of being alive in 
the world, want to make movies about 
are not always deemed high art?” she 
added.

Award-winning Italian actress 
Jasmine Trinca told AFP Sunday: “When 
I see that there is only one woman in 
competition, I’m alarmed, I’m angry.”

“I think it’s a question we really 
need to ask ourselves and confront,” 
Trinca said.

A study from the USC Annenberg 
Inclusion Initiative described 2025 as a 
“Great Recession” for women directors 
in the United States: just nine women 
were attached to the 100 top-grossing 
films at the box office.

Only three women have won an 
Oscar for Best Director: Kathryn 
Bigelow, Chloé Zhao (趙婷 – Zhao 
Ting) and Jane Campion.             – AFP

Rare woman director in Venice sees industry 
backsliding on gender

Danish director May El-Toukhy poses on the red carpet before the 
screening of “Woman Unknown” (Kvinde Ukendt) presented in 
competition at the 83rd International Venice Film Festival, at Venice 
Lido on Sunday.                   – AFP 

Arunabh Saikia
NEW DELHI – Indian filmmaker 

Shaunak Sen’s new documentary 
began as a “coping” mechanism 
after a shock cancer diagnosis, but 
continues the motifs of environmen-
tal degradation and caregiving that 
drove his previous work.

Sen’s “All That Breathes”, 
which follows two brothers running 
a largely self-funded clinic for 
birds falling victim to Delhi’s 
polluted air, won top documentary 
prizes at Sundance and Cannes in 
2022 and was nominated for Best 
Documentary Feature at the 2023 
Oscars.

“It became a kind of coping 
strategy, or a way to deal or 
dissociate or displace the terror of 
what you’ve just been told,” Sen, 39, 
told AFP about his as-yet-untitled 
project, in a recent interview from 
his home in New Delhi.

The diagnosis brought home 
“the same risks” that make hundreds 
of birds fall every year from New 
Delhi’s throat-burning polluted 
skies – this time on “my own body”, 
Sen said.

“Whenever you ask most 
oncologists why this happened, 
or why this current giant spike 
in cancer rates is occurring, a 
lot of them would talk about 
environmental factors like toxins or 
chemicals or the air,” he said.

New Delhi and its sprawling 
metropolitan region of 30 million 

residents is regularly ranked among 
the world’s most polluted capitals, 
due to a mix of emissions from 
power plants, heavy traffic and the 
burning of rubbish and crops.

A 2024 study in The Lancet 
Planetary Health estimated that 
3.8 million deaths in India between 
2009 and 2019 were linked to air 
pollution.

‘Meditative’
The central protagonist in Sen’s 

new work is not the filmmaker 
himself but his surgeon.

“I did not want to make 
something that was solipsistically 
inwards folding,” he said.

It echoes his documentary “All 
That Breathes”, where caregiving is 
at the emotional core of the film.

“What I loved in a surgeon 
was the ability to completely lose 
yourself, to be immersed in the 
absolute present,” he said.

“That feels meditative and 
contemplative. It’s a kind of melting 
away of everything extraneous, 
and you’re in the pinprick of the 
moment.”

City as ‘wallpaper’
The film is also about Sen’s 

relationship with New Delhi, where 
he grew up, went to school and 
university, and the setting for all his 
work.

“The city,” he said, is the 
“wallpaper of this film.”

“In this case, the wallpaper is 
doing things to me, and I’m kind 
of reacting to it – through a more 
personalised lens than I ever have.”

His 2016 debut documentary, 
“Cities of Sleep”, examined the 
city’s homeless population through 
the lens of sleep, following them in 
their quest for a safe place to rest.

Sen is also heading to the 
Toronto International Film Festival 
in September to screen “Termite”, 
his first fiction short, about two 
Delhi termite exterminators.

Yet the nature of his latest 
undertaking means it is inevitably 
different from his previous work.

Sen’s ethnographic approach 
to filmmaking means shooting 
characters for long periods to, as 
he put it, “yield or slow drip certain 
answers”.

“There’s a deep pleasure in that 
kind of a thing,” he said.

“Time rewards you with 
accidents, but in this case, it 
would be really silly and self-
congratulatory for me to say that, ‘I 
gave this film time.’”

Sen has had surgery, but 
continues the long road to recovery.

Shooting the film, he said, was a 
“way to not look directly at a scary 
thing”, and “to aesthetically convert 
it into a project, so that you don’t 
have to stare it in the grim eyes of 
what it actually is”.

“I guess it’s a kind of a con job.”
– AFP

Indian Oscar-nominated filmmaker turns camera on his cancer

Oscar-nominated Indian filmmaker Shaunak Sen speaks during an interview with 
AFP at his home in New Delhi on August 12.              – AFP 
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Bibliophiles’ heaven 
People use the escalators at Starfield Library in Seoul yesterday.   – AFP

Cooling spray
A woman walks past a water fountain in front of the Alte Oper (Old Opera) main entrance 
in Frankfurt am Main, western Germany, on Monday, as air temperatures reached 31 
degrees Celsius.                        – AFP

Emotions of the city
A man sits near a mural along a street in Tuticorin yesterday.  – AFP

Wil.i.here!
US rapper will.i.am from the Black Eyed Peas performs 
on stage during the third day of Rock in Rio music 
festival at Rio 2016 Olympic Park in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil on Sunday.           – AFP

Showing the way home
Austrian biologist and conservationist and 
Waldrappteam Managing Director Dr Johannes Fritz 
and foster mother Eszter Bajka lead bald ibises, also 
called waldrapps, on microlight aircraft during the 2026 
migration of bald ibises in the Besançon area of eastern 
France, last Wednesday.
Since the end of August, thirty birds based in Germany 
have been travelling the 1,800 kilometres of their winter 
migration to Spain; the difference being that, on their 
first leg of the journey, these young bald ibises, reared 
in captivity, are being guided by humans on board a 
microlight.              – AFP

Ride a white unicorn
A person takes part in the West Indian American 
Day parade in the Brooklyn borough of New York, on 
Monday. The annual event celebrates Caribbean culture 
and history.           – Xinhua
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