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Israel threatens war with PA in 
case of Oct 7-style attack

Israel yesterday threatened a “full-scale war” against the 

Palestinian Authority (PA) if it prepared an attack against 

Israeli forces or settlements similar to the one launched by 

Hamas from Gaza on October 7, 2023.       – Story on p. 10

US envoy sees ‘movement’ toward 
3-way talks with Russia, Ukraine

A top US envoy yesterday  touted progress in weekend 

discussions with Ukraine and Russia, raising the prospect 

of reviving three-way peace talks to end Europe’s deadliest 

conflict since World War II.               –  Story on p. 11

Spain opens criminal probe into 
Ceuta migrant surge

Spain’s top criminal court yesterday opened an investiga-

tion into July’s deadly migrant surge into Ceuta, alleging it 

was facilitated by Morocco and pointing to failings by the 

African country’s police.    – Story on p. 12 

Tony Wong
The government held a meeting yesterday 

to brief association representatives on 

Macau’s 3rd Five-Year Plan regarding its 

economy and finance portfolio, during which 
Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng 

Wai Han reaffirmed the government’s goal 
for the value added of all non-gaming sectors 

to reach around 60 percent of Macau’s gross 

domestic product (GDP) in 2030.

The meeting, which was attended by about 

50 association representatives, was held at the 

Service Platform Complex for Commercial 

and Trade Cooperation between China and 

Portuguese-speaking Countries (aka Forum 

Macao Complex) in Sai Van.

The meeting was open to the media when 

Ng delivered her opening speech and officials 
under her portfolio gave presentations on the 

3rd Five-Year Plan regarding the government’s 

economy and finance portfolio. Afterwards, 
the meeting was held behind closed doors 

while attendees gave their opinions and 

officials answered their questions.
The Macau government announced and 

published the final version of the 3rd Five-Year 

Plan last month.

The Macao Special Administrative 

Region’s (MSAR) 3rd Five-Year Plan, 

officially known as the 3rd Five-Year Plan for 

Economic and Social Development, covers 

the period between 2026 and 2030.

Delivering her speech, Ng said that the 

3rd Five-Year Plan is a blueprint that reflects 
scientific rigour, has a forward-looking vision, 
and is practical in terms of feasibility, adding 

that the plan clearly outlines the government’s 

goal of making new and concrete achievements 

in appropriate economic diversification.

Ng noted that Chief Executive Sam Hou 

Fai has repeatedly stressed that appropriate 

economic diversification is the essential path 
to maintaining Macau’s long-term prosperity 

and stability, a “must-answer question” for 
Macau, and the government’s core task in its 

economy and finance portfolio.
Ng underlined the government’s commit-

ment to advancing Macau’s appropriate eco-

nomic diversification in compliance with its 
1+4 model: consolidating and diversifying the 

development of the city’s tourism and leisure 

industry, i.e., the “1” element, while enhancing 

the competitiveness of four new key industries, 

i.e., the additional “4” elements, namely (+1) 

big health mainly driven by traditional Chinese 

medicine (TCM), (+2) modern finance, (+3) 
high-tech, and (+4) MICE and commerce as 

well as culture and sport.

Ng stressed that the government will 

ensure the implementation of its 1+4 plan 

with its four future large-scale projects and 

a government guidance fund as key drivers, 

reaffirming that the government is aiming for 
the value added of all non-gaming sectors to 

account for around 60 percent of Macau’s 

gross domestic product (GDP) in 2030 – an 

increase from 56.7 percent in 2024.

Moreover, Ng said, the government is 

committed to creating a more competitive 

business environment and building a sound 

ecosystem for industrial development. The 

government will also continue to optimise 

its various support measures to assist local 

small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 

with their transformation and upgrading, 

enabling them to play a greater role in the 

new landscape of appropriate economic 

diversification, she said.
Continued on p.5

Dora Ng vows 60-pct target for 
non-gaming portion in GDP

Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han addresses yesterday’s meeting with association 
representatives about Macau’s 3rd Five-Year Plan at the Forum Macao Complex near Macau Tower.

 – Photo: GCS

Children sing during an event marking the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies 
2026 in Beijing yesterday. The event marking the International Day of Clean Air for blue 
skies 2026 was held yesterday. It was jointly organized by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the China Clean Air Policy Partnership (CCAPP).   – Xinhua

LONDON - King Charles III 

yesterday said his son Harry and 

the prince’s wife Meghan are 

not to be considered “working 

members of the royal family” 

after they moved back to Britain 

from the United States.

The couple left Britain and 

quit royal duties in 2020 amid a 
royal family feud.

But in a surprise move last 

month Harry, 41, and Meghan, 

45, returned to live in the UK 

with their two young children 

Archie, seven, and Lilibet, five.
In the letter Charles makes 

clear that the couple’s position 

is “akin to private citizens” and 

that they should not be addressed 

as his and her royal highness.

So-called “working royals” 

are members of the royal family 

who carry out official duties on 
behalf of the monarch. They 

receive administrative and 

other support from the Royal 

Household to do so.

A letter issued by the Lord 

Chamberlain, the most senior 

official in the Royal Household, 
said that following the couple’s 

relocation there had been “a 

number of requests for guidance”.
The letter was issued “to 

help avoid doubt or confusion”.

“It is well known that in 

January 2020 the Duke and 

Duchess stepped down from 

undertaking representative duties 

on behalf of the sovereign, and 

are no longer working members 

of the royal family,” it said.

“This position, distinct 

from the state and royal duties 

undertaken by the working royal 

family, and with the personal 

latitude it brings the couple in 

respect of financial independence 
and protection of their privacy as 

they would wish, will continue to 

be fully respected.”           – AFP

King Charles classes Harry and 
Meghan as ‘private citizens’
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v  Macau  Weather
VERY HOT. 

FINE APART FROM CLOUDY 

PERIODS. 

HAZE DURING THE DAY. LIGHT 

WINDS. 

RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE 

BETWEEN 60% 

AND 90%.

26ºC~33ºC
Source: SMG
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Khalel Vallo
Macau is expected to experience 

very hot weather today, with the 
maximum temperature forecast 
to reach 33°C or above, while air 
quality is expected to be poor, 
according to a statement released by 
the Meteorological and Geophysical 
Bureau (SMG) yesterday afternoon.

The local observatory issued a 
Yellow Hot Weather alert yesterday, 
advising the public to take 
precautions against heatstroke and 
drink water regularly, the statement 
said.

The Yellow alert is issued by 
the observatory when the weather 
is forecast to be “very hot.” It is 
activated when temperatures are 
expected to reach or exceed 33 
degrees Celsius in certain areas. An 
Orange alert signifies “extremely 
hot” weather, typically issued 
when maximum temperatures are 
expected to surpass 34 or 35 degrees 
Celsius.

People engaging in outdoor 
activities are advised to wear loose, 
thin, and light-coloured clothing, 
avoid prolonged exposure to 
sunlight, and rest in shaded areas 

if they feel unwell, the statement 
noted, adding that air quality is 
expected to be poor today.

The observatory also urged 
people with existing heart or 
respiratory illnesses, pregnant 
women, children, and elderly 
people to minimise strenuous 
outdoor activities and reduce the 
time spent outdoors, particularly 

in areas with heavy traffic. The 
statement added that residents 
are advised to seek social welfare 
services if necessary.

The public, particularly 
vulnerable groups and those 
planning outdoor activities, are 
urged by the observatory to take 
precautions against both heat and 
poor air quality. 

Macau expects very hot weather, 
poor air quality

Image courtesy of TAPinto Morristown 

Khalel Vallo
The Cultural Affairs Bureau 

(IC) said in a statement yesterday 
that it is inviting applications 
from stall operators for the 
autumn edition of the Tap 
Siac Craft Market, to be held 
from November 19 to 22 and 
November 26 to 29 in Praça do 
Tap Seac.

Applications are open from 
yesterday through September 21 
and are free of charge, the state-
ment said. The market will run 
from Thursday to Sunday over 
two consecutive weeks, aiming to 
feature more than 200 handicraft 
and creative gastronomy stalls.

Local applicants can apply 
online through the “Craft Market 
Booth Operator Database” 
(ht tps: / /www5.icm.gov.mo/
craftmarketV2), while applicants 
from other regions can refer to 
the Tap Siac Craft Market website 
(https://www.craftmarket.gov.
mo/) for application details, the 

statement noted, adding that 
products proposed for sale must 
feature original designs, with at 
least 10 models available.

Proposals may also include 
cultural and artistic experience 
services, the statement underlined. 
If eligible applications exceed the 
available quota, the bureau will 
select stall operators by drawing 
lots, the statement said.

Held annually in spring 
and autumn, the Tap Siac 
Craft Market aims to provide a 
platform for cultural and creative 
practitioners to exchange ideas 
and showcase and sell their 
products, while supporting 
creativity and innovation as well 
as promoting the marketing of 
Macau’s cultural and creative 
products, the statement noted.

Applicants can visit the 
relevant application platforms for 
details. Enquiries can be made 
to IC staff member Ms. Zhou on 
8399 6289 during office hours. 

Tap Siac Craft Market calls 
for autumn stall operators

This photo taken in Praça do Tap Siac on April 23 this year shows the entrance 
to Tap Siac Craft Market.               – Photo: Khalel Vallo

Staff Reporter
A 32-year-old man from the 

Chinese mainland was arrested 
for allegedly stealing 10 boxes of 
cigars valued at roughly 289,000 
patacas from a shop in a Barrier 
Gate shopping centre alongside two 

accomplices, Judiciary Police (PJ) 
spokesman Cheong Siu Keong said 
during a regular press conference 
yesterday.

The suspect, surnamed Li, is a 
mainland resident who claimed to 
be unemployed.

Mainlander arrested over 289,000-pataca 
cigar shop burglary

This undated photo provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday shows evidence 
seized from a hotel guestroom in Cotai, consisting of nine boxes of stolen cigars and 
a backpack used by the burglars. 

According to Cheong, the 
Judiciary Police received a report 
on Friday from a female co-owner 
of the cigar and cosmetics shop, 
who reported that 10 boxes of cigars 
had been stolen.

Cheong said that the 
investigation showed that two male 
suspects had entered the premises 
at about 11:00 p.m. on Thursday. 
One suspect used a passcode to gain 
entry to the shop, whilst the other 
remained outside as a lookout.

The pair subsequently moved 
the stolen cigars to a hotel room in 
Cotai before leaving Macau for the 
Chinese mainland via Hengqin Port 
(immigration checkpoint). 

After identifying the room 
where the stolen goods were being 
stored, officers placed the hotel 
under surveillance, Cheong said.

At roughly 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
officers observed Li entering the 
room to retrieve the stash and 
moved in to arrest him.

PJ officers recovered nine boxes 
of cigars from the room. The remain-
ing box was unaccounted for, and 
officers did not rule out the possibil-
ity that it had been smuggled to the 
mainland by one of the fugitives.

Cheong said that at least 
three people were believed to 
be involved in the crime, adding 
that investigators would continue 
searching for the remaining stolen 
goods and the two accomplices. 
How the suspects obtained the 
shop’s passcode remains under 
investigation, Cheong said. 

The suspect has been transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) for further investigation. 
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Armindo Neves
Chi Lam Vai concern group 

conveners Ip Tat and Leong 
Heng Teng announced, follow-
ing a meeting with the govern-
ment-appointed “Specialised 
Working Group for the Renewal 
and Revitalisation of Pátio do 
Espinho” on Friday, that the 
ancient walled village’s revit-
alisation plans should prioritise 
housing security.

The meeting was held in the 
village. 

The working group, headed 
by Secretary for Transport and 
Public Works Raymond Tam Wai 
Man, has been established under 
the “Leadership Group for the 
Promotion of Urban Renewal”, 
which is chaired by Chief 
Executive Sam Hou Fai.

Tam and Sam did not attend 
the meeting. 

Chi Lam Vai (also known 
as Chi Lam Chuen – 茨林村), 
known in Portuguese as Pátio 
do Espinho (“Courtyard of the 
Thorn”), is a 400-year-old former 
walled village. It is situated just 
a street away from the UNESCO 
World Heritage-listed Na Tcha 
Temple – one of Macau’s two 
temples dedicated to the tutelary 
deity known in Mandarin as 
Nezha – and close to the Ruins of 
St Paul’s.

Urgent need to resolve 
water, electricity, and 
fire safety issues

Leong and Ip noted that the 
village currently accommodates 
between several dozen and nearly 
a hundred residents across about 
120 individual houses. Although 
interactions between the local 
community and government 
entities, such as the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM), have 
been frequent in recent years – 
resulting in greening initiatives 
and environmental improvements 
– the degradation of basic 
infrastructure remains significant, 

making it an urgent priority for 
revitalisation.

They said that the revitalisation 
project should strictly follow the 
principle of “securing safe housing 
before initiating revitalisation.” At 
present, the village faces hazards 
such as surface-exposed water 
pipes and tangled, ageing power 
cables, with some residents 
reporting that low electrical 
capacity leaves them unable to use 
a rice cooker while running the air 
conditioning. The concern group 
urged the task force to prioritise 
upgrading water and electricity 
pipelines, increasing cable 
capacity, improving drainage 
systems, and installing suitable 
fire safety equipment and fire 
hoses to fundamentally resolve 
these everyday livelihood and 
safety concerns.

Building a community 
of living heritage

Regarding the long-term 
vision for the area, the concern 
group expressed hope that the 
authorities will strictly avoid 
large-scale demolition and con-
struction. Instead, they recom-
mend making good use of vacant 
land within the village for green-
ing and micro-renovations, while 
ensuring the protection of ancient 
trees. Additionally, leveraging its 
unique geographical proximity 
to the Ruins of St Paul’s and Na 
Tcha Temple, the village should 
fully preserve its authentic resi-
dential atmosphere and vibrant 
local life.

Ip and Leong also said that 
the group will continue to serve 
as a bridge, supporting the gov-
ernment in establishing an open 
and transparent communication 
channel. By actively conveying 
the voices of local residents, it 
aims to help turn Chi Lam Vai 
into a win-win model for sus-
tainable heritage conservation, 
resident well-being, and cultural 
preservation. 

Chi Lam Vai revamp 
should prioritise housing 

safety: concern group

Chi Lam Vai concern group conveners Ip Tat (right) and Leong Heng Teng 
address Friday’s press briefing in Chi Lam Vai.             – Photo: Armindo Neves

Armindo Neves
Organised by Macau Temple 

Civilisation, the first “2026 World 
Na Tcha Folk Belief Culture 
Festival” will take place from 
September 15 to 18.

The group held a press 
conference yesterday at the Macao 
Taoist Association headquarters on 
Avenida do Almirante Lacerda 
(提督馬路).

According to a statement 
released by the group yesterday, the 
festival – funded by the Cultural 
Development Fund and co-
organised by the city’s two Na Tcha 
Temple associations, based near the 
Ruins of St Paul’s and Calçada das 
Verdades respectively – plans to 
host around 200 visiting guests from 
Fujian, Sichuan, Zhejiang, Hong 
Kong, and China’s Taiwan region, 
as well as Malaysia, Singapore, and 
Thailand.

The festival aims to promote 
fine traditional Chinese culture 
while fostering the preservation, 
transmission, and exchange of 

Na Tcha beliefs and customs, 
the statement said. It added that, 
following its inscription on the 
National List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in 2014, Macao’s Na Tcha 
folk beliefs will be highlighted 
through exhibitions, seminars, 
parades, and blessing ceremonies to 
showcase the tradition’s historical 
evolution and cultural depth.

An exhibition and the “Na 
Tcha Folk Beliefs Seminar” will 
be held at Barra Kitchen next 
Tuesday, according to the statement. 
Featured speakers include Lam Fat 
Iam, president of the Oral History 
Association of Macao, representatives 
from the Na Tcha ancestral shrine 
in Sichuan, scholars from Taiwan 
region, and temple delegates from 
several foreign countries.

The statement also noted that a 
joint parade will depart at 11:00 a.m. 
next Wednesday from the Ruins of St 
Paul and proceed to Largo do Senado. 
A grand blessing ceremony will 
follow at Barra Kitchen at 5:00 p.m.

The organisers hope the festival 

will enhance cross-regional cultural 
exchange and deepen public appre-
ciation for the continuity and devel-
opment of this intangible cultural 
heritage within the local Macau 
community, the statement said.

According to DeepSeek, Nezha 
(known in Cantonese as Na Tcha) 
is one of Chinese mythology’s most 
beloved and rebellious deities, a 
figure whose story blends Daoist, 
Buddhist, and Confucian traditions. 
He is often depicted as a powerful, 
childlike god who fights evil and is 
a patron of children.

Na Tcha’s origins lie in 
Buddhism, where he was the son 
of a Heavenly King and a fierce 
guardian of the Dharma (Natural 
Law). His name is derived from the 
Sanskrit Nalakubala. Over centuries 
in China, his story was adapted 
and absorbed into the Daoist 
and folk pantheon. The pivotal 
transformation happened in the 
novel (封神演义) (The Investiture 
of the Gods), which established his 
iconic Chinese identity. 

Na Tcha culture-fest to be held 
next Tuesday

Macau Temple Civilisation Vice-President Fong Kin Fu (front row, centre), Chairman Ip Tat (front row, second from right) and 
other representatives pose during yesterday press conference at the headquarters of the Macao Taoist Association on Avenida 
do Almirante Lacerda about next week’s Na Tcha culture-fest.   – Photo courtesy of Macau Temple Civilisation



Commentary by Vitória Cristal Chin Pereira Norte and Maires 
Máximo do Rosario (Pui Va Middle School) 
Instructors: Flo Pau Ka Kei, Neddy Tam Ka Lok and 
Monica Yang Huan

A group of high-ability English language students from Pui Va 
Middle School spent more than two weeks in Denmark during this 
summer holiday, taking part in an international programme designed 
to strengthen their communication skills, cross-cultural literacy, and 
global citizenship

From July 11 to 27, Pui Va students joined the summer 
programme at Ranum Efterskole College, a boarding school known 
for its international learning environment. This summer programme 
brought together young people from different countries and offered 
courses such as English language learning, sustainable development 
education, and mindfulness.

For the students, the experience extended far beyond the 
classroom.

TUESDAY September 8, 2026

  The Young Post
The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published 
every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may 
interest not only the younger but also all the other generations. 

 A  B  O U  T

Pui Va Students Broaden Global Perspectives 
Through Denmark Summer Programme

Unlike the traditional classroom-based learning 
experience found in Macao, the programme emphasised 
outdoor education, collaborative activities, and 
intercultural exchange. All students were encouraged to 
step out of their comfort zones while living and learning 
alongside peers from different cultural backgrounds.

One of the participants, Cheung Hoi Chun, a 
Secondary Two student at Pui Va Middle School, 
described the experience as life-changing. 

“My journey began at Hong Kong International 
Airport, and I was unsure what to expect,” Cheung 
said. “Before arriving, I worried about whether I would 
fit in and whether local people would be welcoming. 
Fortunately, those concerns quickly disappeared.”

According to Cheung, Danish residents and fellow 
participants were friendly and open-minded, allowing 
him to gain a deeper understanding of Danish society and 
culture.

Among his most memorable experiences was a formal 
prom held in the school hall.

“Everyone dressed elegantly for the occasion,” 
he recalled. “We shared a meal, watched impressive 
performances, and celebrated together. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to experience Danish youth culture and 
create lasting memories.”

The programme also provided valuable insights into 
student life in an international boarding-school setting.

During the programme, student reporter Vitória Cristal 
Chin Pereira Norte interviewed Ashley J., an American 
student, about her experience living in a dormitory with 
students from around the world.

Ashley said that sharing a room with strangers was 

one of the biggest adjustments she faced.
“At home, I had always lived with my family,” 

Ashley explained. “Living independently and sharing 
a dormitory with people I had never met before was 
completely new.”

The transition was not always easy. Surrounded 
by unfamiliar faces, Ashley initially found it difficult 
to participate in discussions and group activities. 
However, as the days passed, she gradually became 
more comfortable expressing herself and building new 
friendships.

Some of Ashley’s fondest memories came not from 
lessons, but from the moments outside class.

“Playing games and having late-night conversations 
with roommates and friends made me feel like I 
belonged,” she said.

The international environment also helped Ashley 
develop greater confidence when interacting with people 
from different cultures. Through the experience, she 
discovered new interests and activities that she had never 
previously considered.

By the end of the programme, Ashley felt the 
experience had positively challenged her to move beyond 
her comfort zone.

For the Pui Va students, the Denmark summer 
programme offered more than academic enrichment. It 
provided a chance to build confidence, form international 
friendships, and gain a broader understanding of the 
world beyond Macao. As they returned home, many 
carried with them not only memories of Denmark, but 
also a renewed sense of what it means to be a global 
citizen.

Photos taken during the Denmark Summer Programme between July 11-27 

courtesy of Pui Va Middle School
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Staff Reporter
A young man from the Chinese 

mainland last week fell victim to a “fake 
police” scam, incurring total losses of 
2.7 million yuan (3.1 million patacas), 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman Cheong 
Siu Keong said during a regular press 
conference yesterday.

According to Cheong, the Judiciary 
Police received a tip-off from the 
Chinese mainland’s Anti-Fraud Centre 
last Tuesday about a potential victim of 
a police impersonation scam. PJ officers 

subsequently contacted the individual, 
who told them that he had previously 
received a call from someone purporting to 
be a mainland police officer.

Cheong did not disclose the victim’s 
exact age, only describing him as a “young 
man” from the Chinese mainland. Nor did 
he reveal why and when the victim came 
to Macau. 

Cheong noted that the caller accused 
the young man of involvement in several 
fraud cases and instructed him to cooperate 
with an online investigation. The scammer 

then persuaded him to disclose his online 
banking credentials and passwords, 
ostensibly for a “funds investigation”.

The victim followed the instructions, 
unaware that he was being duped. A total 
of about 2.7 million yuan was subsequently 
siphoned from his bank account.

The victim had failed to realise that he had 
been scammed even when officers initially 
made contact with him, Cheong added.

The case was subsequently handed 
over to the PJ Criminal Investigation 
Department for further action. 

Young man loses 2.7 million yuan in ‘fake police’ scam

Rui Pastorin
The Rotary Club of Macau’s joint 

installation ceremony was held on Saturday 
at the Macau Tower Convention and 
Entertainment Centre for their new leaders.

New club leaders were welcomed from 
the Rotary Club of Macau, Rotaract Club 
of Macau, Rotaract Club of University of 
Macau Students’ Union, Interact Club of 
St. Paul School of Macau, and Interact 
Club of the International School of Macau, 
a statement from the Rotary Club of Macau 
yesterday noted. The statement added that 
this Rotary year’s theme is “Create Lasting 
Impact”.

In his speech, outgoing 79th President 
of the Rotary Club of Macau Denis Iec 
(易啟楠) noted the club’s projects and 
achievements, pointing out two milestones. 
First among them is empowering special-
needs service beneficiaries, highlighting 
that they presented “a unique fashion show 
featuring garments crafted from upcycled 
and recycled materials”.

The second achievement is the 
successful charter of the Interact Club of 
the International School of Macao, with 
Iec noting: “Launching this new youth 
service club plants a vital seed for the 

next generation of changemakers in our 
community”, Iec said.

Meanwhile, incoming 80th President of 
the Rotary Club of Macau José Alves was 
quoted by the statement as saying: “As 
we step into this new Rotary year, Macau 
stands at a uniquely powerful crossroads 
– not only for commerce and cultural 
exchange between East and West, but most 
importantly, for humanitarian service”.

Moreover, a 15,000-pataca donation 
was made during the ceremony to support 
activities at long-time Rotary Club of 

Macau beneficiary Concordia School for 
Special Education, the statement said, with 
the cheque presented by Alves.

The new leaders are Rotaract Club 
of Macau President Cherry Ng (吳婷
誼); President of the Rotaract Club of the 
University of Macau Students’s Union Daisy 
Leong (梁伊彤); while the two youngest 
new presidents at the joint installation were 
Jolin Cheang (鄭卓甯) of the Interact Club 
of St. Paul School of Macau, and Jasmine 
Chua (蔡慧琳) of the Interact Club of the 
International School of Macao. 

Rotary Club of Macau hosts joint installation 
ceremony for new leaders

This handout photo provided by the Rotary Club of Macau yesterday shows a group photo of all new 
presidents taken during the joint installation ceremony on Saturday at the Macau Tower Convention 
and Entertainment Centre. 

Rui Pastorin 
The Macao University of Tourism 

(UTM) and the Universidade Eduardo 
Mondlane (UEM) of Mozambique 
inaugurated their joint UTM-UEM Talent 
Development Programme on Thursday.

The inauguration ceremony was held 
at UTM’s new campus within the First 
Phase of the Macao-Hengqin International 
Education (University) Town.

According to a statement issued that 
day, through the programme, UTM has 
admitted three UEM faculty members into 
its Master’s degree programmes and sub-
mitted nominations to Macao Foundation’s 
“Scholarship for International Postgradu-
ate Students Pursuing Further Studies in 
Macao”, while one UEM Mozambican stu-
dent has also been admitted to a Bachelor’s 
degree programme. 

Among the guests at Thursday’s 
ceremony were UTM Acting Rector 
Connie Loi Kim Ieng and UEM Rector 
Manuel Guilherme Júnior, who also 
delivered a guest lecture.

During her speech, Loi said that the 
programme embodies UTM’s “shared 
belief that education is the most sustainable 
form of cooperation, and that investing in 
people is investing in the future.”  

Loi also highlighted that UTM is 
boosting international promotion efforts 
to enrich the diversity of its campus and 
strengthen its standing as an international 
education hub, the statement said.

Located in Maputo, UEM is 
Mozambique’s largest public university and 
offers over 200 degree programmes, while 

more than 48,000 students are enrolled. 
The statement noted that the 

partnership between the higher education 
institutions stems back to 1998, when they 
signed their first cooperation agreement. 
Both had also signed a new cooperation 
agreement in April 2024, jointly creating 
the programme. 

This handout photo provided by the Macao University of Tourism (UTM) on Thursday shows 
Acting Rector Connie Loi Kim Ieng (third from right) and Universidade Eduardo Mondlane (UEM) of 
Mozambique Manuel Guilherme Júnior (third from left) posing at the Macao-Hengqin International 
Education (University) Town for a group photo with the recently admitted students.   

UTM, UEM start joint talent development 
programme

Dora Ng vows 60-pct 
target for non-gaming 

portion in GDP
Continued from p.1

High-tech, TCM big health
During yesterday’s meeting, Economic and 

Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT) 
Director Yau Yun Wah gave a presentation on the 
3rd Five-Year Plan regarding the government’s ini-
tiative to promote the development of high-tech 
and TCM big health. The government will ad-
vance the initiative in three major aspects, he said.

The first is to support local pharmaceutical 
enterprises in intelligent upgrading and enhance the 
capacity of the State Key Laboratory of Mechanism 
and Quality of Chinese Medicine – which is run by 
the public University of Macau (UM).

The second is to improve the ecosystem 
for Macau’s high-tech industry, advance the 
construction of the Macao Science and Technology 
Research and Development Industrial Park, 
draft a bill aiming to promote the city’s sci-tech 
industry, and study the feasibility of setting up a 
shared platform for large-scale scientific research 
equipment, a computing power centre, and an 
internet exchange point.

Yau also said that the government expects to 
complete designing the Industrial Park project 
within this year, adding that the first construction 
project in the large-scale park is slated to be 
completed in 2030.

The third aspect is to continue deepening sci-
tech cooperation within the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA), Yau said.

Tourism upgrade
Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO) 

Director Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes gave 
a presentation on the 3rd Five-Year Plan regarding 
the government’s initiative to upgrade Macau’s 
tourism and leisure industry.

She said that the government will strengthen 
the synergy between tourism and other business 
sectors, while promoting the development of 
green tourism, the pet economy, the low-altitude 
economy, study tours, and wedding tourism.

She said that Macau’s tourism will consolidate 
core markets in Southeast and Northeast Asia, 
expand source markets in Portuguese- and 
Spanish-speaking countries, Europe and North 
America, and Muslim regions, and utilise AI to 
offer customised service experiences for visitors.

Investment promotion
Commerce and Investment Promotion 

Institute (IPIM) President Che Weng Keong gave 
a presentation on the 3rd Five-Year Plan regarding 
the government’s initiative to strengthen 
investment promotion.

Che said that the government will create an 
investment platform for a government guidance 
fund aiming to steer private capital into key 
emerging industries such as biomedicine, digital 
technology, integrated circuits, and aerospace 
technology.

Che underlined the government’s commitment 
to vigorously drawing tech firms in and outside 
Macau to the future Macao Science and Technol-
ogy Research and Development Industrial Park.

Bond market, fund businesses
Macao Monetary Authority (AMCM) 

President Vong Sin Man gave a presentation on 
the 3rd Five-Year Plan regarding the government’s 
initiative to modernise and diversify Macau’s 
financial industry.

Vong said that the government will place a 
stronger emphasis on the development of Macau’s 
bond market and fund business to promote its 
economic diversification. The government will 
also draft a securities bill and propose amendments 
to the current law regulating Macau’s money 
issuance, he said. 
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BEIJING – China yesterday 
unveiled its first national policy 
document for silk, tea, porcelain 
and other centuries-old industries, 
as part of efforts to leverage the 
country’s rich cultural heritage and 
build strong global brands.

By 2028, the country aims to 
cultivate 50 enterprises with annual 
revenues exceeding 10 billion yuan 
each, Xie Yuansheng, vice minister 
of the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology (MIIT), 
told a news conference.

The document also calls for 
100 Chinese consumer brands 
and several industrial clusters 
with annual output exceeding 100 
billion yuan to be developed by 
2028, he added.

By 2030, these industries 
are expected to produce a group 
of world-class enterprises and 
renowned brands, while moving 
toward the mid- to high-end of the 
global value chain, according to the 
document issued by the MIIT and 
five other government departments.

In addition to the industries 
mentioned above, the document 
also covers traditional Chinese 
medicine, brewing, arts and crafts, 
and the “four treasures of the 
study” – writing brush, ink stick, 
paper and inkstone – all deeply 
rooted in Chinese culture and 
traditions dating back centuries or 
even millennia.

Representative sectors of these 
traditional industries boast about 
25,000 enterprises above the 
designated size, employing nearly 
3.5 million people and generating 
about 8 trillion yuan in annual 
revenue, according to Xie.

Historically, these products 
traveled along ancient trade routes as 
far as Central Asia, the Mediterranean 
and even Africa, carrying Chinese 
craftsmanship and culture far beyond 
the country’s borders.

In recent years, the appeal 
of Chinese culture overseas has 
continued to rise. Content creators 
around the world are making 
aspects of Chinese culture part of 

their daily lives – from drinking 
hot water and wearing slippers 
around the house to eating Chinese 
food and wearing red.

The document also comes 
as China seeks to translate its 
rich cultural heritage into greater 
market competitiveness.

About 90 percent of China’s 
silk products are exported, but 
mainly as raw materials or original 
equipment manufacturer goods, 
with domestic brands having 
limited pricing power in the global 
market, said Feng Haicang, an 
official with the MIIT’s consumer 
goods industry department.

“Our challenge is to make 
sure these time-honored crafts 
are not only admired but also 
commercially successful, and 
to restore these historic Chinese 
products to their rightful place 
at the high end of international 
markets,” said Feng.

China will hold the first 
national exposition of time-honored 
industries in east China’s Hangzhou 
City in late October, Xie said.

AI is expected to play an 
important part in boosting these 
industries, according to the 
document. The technology will 
be used to digitize traditional craft 
knowledge, decode traditional 
production processes and improve 
efficiency and product quality on 
factory floors.

In silk weaving, AI-assisted 
design can now generate thousands 
of patterns in minutes, said Xie.

A DEEP POOL OF 
CRAFT KNOWLEDGE

These industries draw strength 
from China’s vast intangible 
cultural heritage, which provides a 
deep reservoir of craft knowledge, 
skills and cultural creativity for 
their continued development, said 
Shan Gangxin, an official with the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, 
at the news conference.

Traditional arts, crafts and 
medicine, Shan noted, share deep 
roots with industries like silk, tea 

and porcelain, and have evolved 
alongside them.

China now has 45 elements 
inscribed on UNESCO’s lists 
and register of intangible 
cultural heritage, including silk 
craftsmanship, acupuncture and 
tea-processing techniques. More 
than 100,000 items are also 
recognized on national, provincial, 
prefectural and county-level 
intangible cultural heritage lists.

In July, the Jingdezhen 
Handicraft Porcelain Industry Sites 
were added to the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.

The country’s large pool of 
skilled practitioners is also a solid 
base for industrial development. 
More than 200 universities have 
taken part in training programs 
for intangible cultural heritage 
practitioners over the past decade, 
benefiting more than 200,000 
heritage inheritors, said Shan.

The economic potential of 
traditional skills is already clear in 
the way they have been adapted to 
today’s markets.

Willow weaving in Linyi, 
Shandong Province, for example, 
has evolved from a craft once 
best known for making baskets 
and hampers into a wide range 
of contemporary products, from 
stylish cultural and creative 
products to playful items such as 
cat climbing frames.

The industry now has more 
than 300 patents and over 20,000 
product designs, with its products 
reaching more than 80 countries 
and regions, according to Shan.

Traditional craftsmanship is 
also finding new channels and 
audiences. This summer, creative 
products featuring hemp weaving, 
Huzhou writing brushes and Zhuang 
brocade were officially licensed for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

By the end of 2025, China 
had 14,900 intangible cultural 
heritage workshops, supporting 
employment and higher incomes 
for more than 1.3 million people, 
Shan said.               – Xinhua

Analysis
BEIJING – Chinese researchers 

have captured five juvenile polar 
cod in a densely ice-covered area in 
the high Arctic, a discovery that may 
deepen scientists’ understanding 
of the species and its habitat’s 
ecosystem.

The young fish, aged one to two 
years, were caught in the northern 
Canada Basin above 86 degrees 
north latitude during a long-term 
ice station survey by members 
of China’s 16th Arctic Ocean 
expedition aboard the icebreaker 
Xuelong 2.

An unmanned ecological 
observation system deployed at the 
same station captured video footage 
of such fish moving beneath the ice.

The species is built for life under 
the ice, where water temperatures 
can fall to minus 2 degrees Celsius.

Special antifreeze proteins 
keep the fish’s body from freezing, 
allowing them to live beneath the 
ice and feed on zooplankton, or 
tiny animals, there, said Kim Vane, 
an onboard fish biologist from 
the Alfred Wegener Institute in 
Germany.

“An unexpected harvest,” said 
Zhang Jichang, an expedition 
member from the Yellow Sea 
Fisheries Research Institute of 
the Chinese Academy of Fishery 
Sciences, who has taken part in 
multiple Arctic expeditions.

During China’s 13th Arctic Ocean 
expedition in 2023, researchers 
caught a single juvenile polar cod in 
an ice hole and treated it as a chance 
occurrence. “The concentrated 
discovery this time shows that a 
certain number of juvenile polar cod 
live beneath the ice in these high-
latitude waters,” Zhang said.

Chinese scientists had previously 
known the species inhabited the icy 
surface waters of the Arctic Ocean 
mainly through published literature, 
he said, and physical specimens had 
been hard to obtain.

Results from China’s 
successive Arctic surveys indicate 
that juvenile polar cod live mainly 
beneath the sea ice of the central 
Arctic Ocean, while adults stay 
near the seabed over the continental 
shelf and slope.

The Canada Basin has long been 
considered mostly “barren,” with 
low productivity, and repeated trawl 
surveys in its central and southern 
waters on this voyage failed to catch 
any fish at all.

Finding so many juvenile polar 
cod at a single ice station in the 
basin’s far north was surprising, 
said Lan Musheng, assistant to the 
expedition’s chief scientist, adding 
that the northern high-latitude ice 
zone could become an important 
area sustaining the development of 
polar cod populations.

“These polar cod are the native 
fish of the central Arctic Ocean, 
they belong here,” said Vane.

A study recently published by 
Vane and her colleagues showed 
that, on the basis of fish ear stones, or 

otoliths, collected from the sea floor 
of the Lomonosov Ridge not far 
from where the expedition caught 
these fish, that polar cod have been 
present in the central Arctic Ocean 
for at least 48,000 years.

The new observations also help 
explain why the fish are present in the 
area. On the day of the catch, Zhang 
and Vane dissected one specimen 
on site and found its stomach 
strikingly full. A vertical plankton 
tow at the same station brought up 
dense swarms of zooplankton and 
abundant phytoplankton, or small 
algae.

“We can preliminarily conclude 
that some high-latitude waters hold 
enough prey organisms for juvenile 
polar cod to feed on,” said Wang 
Honggen, an expedition member 
from the Institute of Oceanology of 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

The discovery is the latest 
marker of China’s advancing 
Arctic research, which began with 
the icebreaker Xuelong’s first 
Arctic expedition in 1999 and the 
opening of Yellow River Station 
in Norway’s Ny-Alesund in 2004. 
In 2019, Xuelong 2 – China’s first 
domestically built polar research 
icebreaker – entered service. Four 
years later, it carried researchers on 
China’s 13th Arctic Ocean expedition 
to the vicinity of the North Pole, the 
first comprehensive survey there by 
a Chinese research vessel.

The current expedition left port 
in early July and has since carried 
out comprehensive surveys in the 
central Arctic Ocean, monitoring 
the atmosphere, the melting ice and 
the ecosystem beneath it.

The stakes reach beyond one 
species. Polar cod are considered 
a keystone of the ice-associated 
Arctic marine food web – one of 
the few fish linking zooplankton 
to other fish, seabirds and marine 
mammals.

The discovery also feeds into 
Arctic governance. China is one 
of the 10 parties to the Agreement 
to Prevent Unregulated High Seas 
Fisheries in the Central Arctic 
Ocean, which was signed in 2018 
and imposes an initial 16-year ban 
on commercial fishing in the area 
while the parties carry out a joint 
program of scientific research and 
monitoring.

Yang Lei, deputy leader of the 
expedition, said the discovery will 
provide a scientific basis for China’s 
continued participation in the joint 
research and monitoring program 
under the agreement, helping 
expand and deepen international 
understanding of Arctic Ocean fish 
stocks and improve Arctic Ocean 
governance.

“Where do the juvenile fish 
come from? How do they connect 
with the adult populations? And 
what are their migration routes?” 
Zhang said, “If we can clarify these 
questions, it will be of great scientific 
significance for understanding the 
life history and population status of 
polar cod in the future.”     – Xinhua

Customers shop at a downtown duty-free store in Haikou, Hainan Province, late last month.  Data from Haikou Customs 
showed that sales from offshore duty-free shopping across the island amounted to 3.82 billion yuan during this year’s 
summer vacation period, up 4.1 percent from the same period last year.        – Xinhua 

Chinese Arctic expedition 
!nds anti-freeze !sh 

beneath high-latitude ice

China to reinvent centuries-old 
industries with heritage and AI
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GYIRONG, Xizang – Even with 

prior knowledge of the catastrophe, 

Brazilian journalist Bruno Falci 

Bitarelli Medeiros was struck by 

the harsh rescue conditions after 

a bumpy 12-hour bus ride from 

Lhasa to the mudslide-hit Gyirong 

Port in southwest China’s Xizang 

Autonomous Region.

The final stretch wound 
through rugged mountain roads, 

unpredictable weather and falling 

rocks. “It’s a very difficult condition 
for the workers, and I very much 

admired how they keep searching 

for people,” Medeiros said.

Medeiros was among a group of 

journalists from international media 

outlets including CNN, Reuters and 

NBC who visited the devastated 

port from Saturday to Sunday.

At a media briefing by the local 
emergency rescue headquarters, they 

heard from technical experts and 

local officials about ongoing efforts 
on multiple fronts: the search for 

the missing, victim identification, 
community assistance and secondary 

disaster prevention.

The fast-moving chain mudslide, 

triggered by a high-altitude glacier 

collapse in Nepal, struck Gyirong Port 

in Xigaze City on the China-Nepal 

border on Aug. 26. As of 6 p.m. on 

September 5, 43 people were confirmed 
dead and 519 remained missing.

SEARCH GOING ON
At the core disaster zone, a 

35-meter-high flood mark, roughly 
the height of a 12-story building, 

was scored into the cliff above the 

ruins.

“Everything below the flood 
mark was originally underwater,” 

said Norbu Tsering, deputy head of 

the emergency rescue headquarters 

and acting mayor of Xigaze City. 

“Power was gone. What you see 

now is what we’ve restored in the 

past couple of days.”

Land access to the port was re-

stored on the morning of Septem-

ber 2, allowing heavy machinery to 

move in and clear working areas.

Mud deposits average four 

meters deep in the hardest-hit zone, 

with some areas reaching 16 meters. 

Inside the core area, vehicles and 

machinery are conducting deep-

search operations – excavating, 

searching and clearing layer by 

layer during grid-by-grid sweeps.

Konda Jagan Mohan Varma from 

the Press Trust of India watched the 

operation. “The glacier breakdown 

brought down a lot of slush, mud 

and huge rocks together,” he said. 

“A large part of infrastructure was 

damaged on both sides, in China 

and Nepal.”

He noted the scale of the rescue 

effort unfolding around him – heavy 

machinery carving through the 

debris, teams fanning out across the 

ruins in methodical searches.

Just an hour after the journalists 

arrived, the valley turned from 

sunshine to pounding rain, forcing 

an emergency evacuation. Rescuers 

have persisted in such conditions 

for more than 10 days.

As of 6:00 p.m. on September 5, 

China had deployed over 2,500 

rescue personnel, more than 500 

vehicle trips and over 9,000 sets of 

search equipment, and air-dropped 

more than 5 tonnes of supplies. 

Two people from a nearby village 

have been rescued, and nearly 1,000 

personal items have been recovered.

BEYOND BORDERS
After repeated verification, 

authorities confirmed that 261 
foreign nationals from 23 countries, 

including Nepal, India, Latvia, the 

United States and Britain, remain 

missing.

For identification, each body 
is numbered, photographed and 

sampled for DNA and dental records 

at the scene. The headquarters has 

set up a dedicated identification 
team. So far, none of the bodies 

retrieved are foreign nationals.

Responding to a question about 

the identification process for the 
missing, Yang Lahong, deputy 

director of the foreign affairs office 
of Xizang, said at the briefing that 
the names and specific information 
of missing foreigners have not 

been made public to protect their 

privacy, but have been shared with 

the relevant embassies through 

diplomatic channels.

A 24-hour hotline for families 

of missing foreign nationals has 

received 509 calls, with feedback 

provided promptly, Yang added.

At Nepal’s request, the Chinese 

government has dispatched tunnel 

rescue and DNA testing experts 

to Nepal, along with emergency 

material assistance. Through a 

China-Nepal disaster prevention 

information notification mechanism, 
daily updates on meteorology, 

hydrology, glacial lakes and glaciers 

are shared with Nepal.

After the disaster, many 

Nepalese border residents were 

stranded in China due to the port 

closure. Local authorities have seen 

to the daily needs of 1,720 Nepalese 

border residents.

Green channels for foreign 

personnel entry and exit have been 

opened. A total of 3,388 foreign 
nationals originally planning to 

leave via Gyirong Port have been 

diverted, and authorities have helped 

365 Nepalese border residents cross 

the border to return home.

WATCHING FOR NEXT 
DANGER

Preventing secondary disasters 

remains a priority. More than 170 

experts and technicians are now 

monitoring the area with over 150 

sets of equipment, including slope 

radar and drones.

Along the main rescue route, 58 
geological hazard spots have been 

identified, seven of them high-risk.
Hu Bo, leader of the China 

Anneng rescue detection team, 

serves as a “sentinel” for frontline 

workers. When upstream data 

showed abnormal movement, 

he sounded the retreat signal. 

Whistles echoed through the gorge 

as personnel and machinery pulled 

back to safety zones.

Hu said such scenarios can 

happen several times a night.

Muhammad Asghar from 

the Associated Press of Pakistan 

observed the monitoring efforts. 

“The monitoring for secondary 

disasters is being done tirelessly, 

day and night,” he said.

On the site, Medeiros spotted 

civilian drones flying to observe 
potential risks for a secondary 

disaster.

“The technology today is being 

very helpful to rescue operations 

in this disaster,” he said. “Some 

countries use drones for war, but 

China uses drones to help people.”

Medeiros noted that, as global 

warming is the root cause of the 

disaster, more concrete actions from 

the world are needed to prevent these 

kinds of disasters from happening 

again, citing China’s push for a green 

economy as an example.

Asghar agreed. “Climate change 

is not the issue of only one country. 

The whole world should put their 

heads together,” he said.     – Xinhua
(More on page 9)

BEIJING – For certain countries 

like Palau, having Taiwan as a 

“diplomatic ally” is not about 

delivering for the country and the 

people, but to line the pockets of the 

very few people who profit from it, 
foreign ministry spokesperson Mao 

Ning said at a regular press briefing 
in Beijing yesterday.

Mao made the remarks in 

response to a query on the recent 

reports that Taiwan increased its 

annual aid to Palau from UD$18 
million last year to USD$25 million 

this year, and it also allocated nearly 

US$281,000 in direct cash gifts for 
Palau’s former president, incumbent 

political figures, and individual 
lawmakers.

The report is yet another example 

of the Lai Ching-te authorities’ 

expensive dollar diplomacy using 

the hard-earned money of the people 

in Taiwan, which is a combination 

of corruption, fraudulence, bribery 

and power-for-money deals, to serve 

“Taiwan independence” separatism 

and their personal political agenda, 

Mao said.                – Xinhua

BEIJING – Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi yesterday held talks with 

Secretary of Foreign Affairs of 

Mexico Roberto Velasco Álvarez 

in Beijing.

Wang, also a member of the 

Political Bureau of the Communist 

Party of China (CPC) Central 

Committee, said China has 

always viewed and advanced 

China-Mexico relations from the 

strategic perspective of unity and 

cooperation among countries in 

the Global South.

China appreciates Mexico’s 

long-term and firm adherence 
to the one-China principle and 

supports Mexico in maintaining 

its independence and autonomy, 

safeguarding its sovereignty and 

security, and opposing external 

interference, Wang said.

Wang said head-of-state 

diplomacy plays a crucial leading 

role in China-Mexico relations.

China is willing to work with 

Mexico to deepen exchanges and 

cooperation in various fields and 
promote the continuous and in-

depth development of the China-

Mexico comprehensive strategic 

partnership, Wang added.

Noting that China and Mexico 

share similar positions on many 

international and regional issues, 

Wang said China is ready to 

strengthen strategic coordination 

with Mexico on the international 

and multilateral stages to safeguard 

the respective legitimate interests 

of the two countries.

Velasco said the Mexican side 

commends the Five Principles of 

Peaceful Coexistence proposed by 

China, and firmly adheres to the 
one-China principle and upholds the 

authority of United Nations General 

Assembly Resolution 2758.
Mexico stands ready to work 

with China to implement the 

important consensus reached by 

the two heads of state and jointly 

promote new achievements in 

Mexico-China cooperation, Velasco 

said.

Velasco said Mexico supports 

China in holding the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) 

Economic Leaders’ Meeting and 

playing a leading role, expressing 

willingness to strengthen coordi-

nation and cooperation with China 

to jointly safeguard the interna-

tional multilateral system.

– Xinhua

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee, shakes hands with Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico Roberto Velasco Álvarez in Beijing yesterday.  – Xinhua

Int’l journalists witness China’s rescue e!orts 
in mudslide-ravaged Gyirong

Palau’s 
so-called ties 
with Taiwan 
line pockets 
of a few: FM

Wang Yi holds talks with Mexican FM
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Dessy Sagita
JAKARTA – Indonesia’s 

main airport postponed reopening 
yesterday after halting operations 
following a volcanic eruption 
that left hundreds of thousands of 
passengers stranded.

Mount Anak Krakatau, about 
150 kilometres from Indonesia’s 
capital, Jakarta, erupted on Saturday, 
spewing a fountain of lava and a 
plume of volcanic ash.

Eight airports halted operations 
over the weekend after ash was 
detected in their airspace, disrupting 
thousands of flights and leaving 
more than 270,000 passengers 
stranded, the transport ministry 
reported yesterday.

“These figures are the cumulative 
operational impact since 5 September 
2026 and cover flights that have been 
cancelled, delayed, or diverted,” the 
ministry said in a statement.

Italian tourist Michel Miegge 
was on holiday with his girlfriend 
and due to fly home in time for work 
today, but their flight was cancelled.

“We don’t have any news from 
the airline. We don’t know if we 
stay another day in Jakarta or find 
another flight,” the 32-year-old 
software engineer told AFP.

“I don’t think it’s possible now. 

We found a nearby hotel, but we 
saw that many hotels were fully 
booked.”

Another tourist, French painter 
Carol Odile, said she came with a 
group of friends to see Komodo 
dragons in Flores when she was 
notified that her flight was cancelled.

“We are disappointed, but our 
group is optimistic. We hope we can 
go to Flores Island very soon,” the 
60-year-old told AFP.

Airports closed
Jakarta’s Soekarno-Hatta 

International Airport, extended its 
closure from yesterday morning to 
midnight.

“Due to increased eruption 
activity at Mount Anak Krakatau, 
Soekarno-Hatta International 
Airport has suspended flight 
operations until 11:59 PM Western 
Indonesia Time,” the airport said in 
a social media post.

Halim Perdanakusuma, a 
smaller airport that caters to both 
civil and military flights, will also 
remain closed.

Another small airport in south 
Sumatra resumed operations yesterday 
morning, the transport ministry said.

More than 240 domestic and 
international flights were cancelled 

or delayed due to volcanic ash 
yesterday morning alone, Jakarta’s 
Soekarno-Hatta International 
Airport said, adding that nearly 
30,000 passengers were affected.

The Transport Ministry has 
prepared six alternative airports – 
including airports in East Java, Central 
Java, and Yogyakarta – as options for 
aircraft that were originally scheduled 
to land in Jakarta.

“We are encouraging airlines to 
use these airports to avoid passenger 
congestion, both for arrivals and 

departures,” Transport Minister Dudy 
Purwagandhi said in a statement.

Airport operators would provide 
free bus services for passengers 
who wish to fly from other airports.

Dudy said that the Indonesian 
government also relaxed rules for 
foreign passengers who may have 
overstayed as a result of flight 
cancellations.

Threat remains high
Benjamin Foatelli, 48, a 

perfumer based in Jakarta for a 

French company, left Italy on 
Sunday evening for Jakarta on an 
Etihad flight via Abu Dhabi.

However, his connecting flight 
from the United Arab Emirates was 
delayed.

“I don’t know yet if I’ll be 
able to get back tonight, but I have 
everything I need to keep working 
so I can wait calmly for the situation 
to resolve,” he told AFP by phone.

The probability of an eruption 
remained high, the country’s 
geology agency warned.

“The threat from an eruption 
comes from the ejection of 
incandescent rocks accompanied 
by heavy ashfall. Another potential 
hazard arises from lava flows if the 
eruption resumes and continues,” 
agency head Lana Saria said.

Anak Krakatau, which means 
Child of Krakatau, sits in a strait 
that separates the islands of Java 
and Sumatra.

The volcano has been sporadically 
active since it emerged from the sea 
at the beginning of last century in the 
caldera that formed after the 1883 
eruption of Mount Krakatau.

A 2018 tsunami triggered by a 
collapse of parts of Anak Krakatau 
killed 429 people and displaced 
thousands.       – AFP

Workers clean a Citilink Airbus A320 aircraft parked on the apron of the Soekarno-
Hatta airport in Tangerang yesterday, after flight operations were suspended 
following the eruption of Mount Anak Krakatau.                – AFP

MANILA – Philippine police 
arrested a lawmaker and cousin of 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in 
his hospital bed yesterday over his 
alleged involvement in a massive 
corruption scandal tied to bogus 
flood control projects.

The arrest came hours after 
prosecutors filed a “plunder” case 
against Martin Romualdez alleging 
7.4 billion pesos (US$117.9 million) 
in bribes, anomalous budget 
insertions and project allocations.

Marcos put the so-called ghost 
infrastructure projects, believed 
to have cost Filipino taxpayers 
billions of dollars, at the centre of 
his public address in July last year.

“I’m here with (Police) General 
Nartatez to serve the warrant of 
arrest to former speaker Martin 
Romualdez,” Interior and Local 
Government Secretary Jonvic 
Remulla told reporters outside 
Cardinal Santos Medical Center.

Romualdez had been taken to 
the private hospital in the afternoon 
after suffering from “unstable 
blood pressure” and “anxiety 

attack”, Remulla added.
“After we read him his rights, 

he is now considered a person 
deprived of liberty,” Remulla said.

Plunder is a non-bailable offence 
referring to large-scale corruption 
punishable by life imprisonment.

In a statement to reporters earlier 
in the day, Romualdez’s lawyer said 
his client would face the allegations 
against him through the courts.

“We respect the courts and the 
legal process,” lawyer Ade Fajardo 
said.

“(Romualdez) asks only for the 
same due process and fair hearing 
guaranteed to every Filipino. 
Truth, evidence, and a fair process 
must prevail.”

Ombudsman Jesus Crispin 
Remulla, brother of the interior 
ministry chief, said that prosecutors 
intended to file additional cases against 
Romualdez and others implicated 
in the flood control scandal.

“We don’t pick and choose. There 
is no name here that we’re trying to 
avoid. Everything here is based on 
evidence,” he told reporters.

“This case proves that there are 
no sacred cows.”

Romualdez’s co-respondents 
include absconded former 
lawmaker Elizaldy Co and several 
others accused of conspiring to 
unlawfully accumulate wealth 
through government funds.

In September last year, 
Romualdez resigned as speaker of 
the House of Representatives after 
his name surfaced in the widening 
investigation.

At the time, he said stepping 
down would allow investigators to 
perform their work without “undue 
influence”.

He remains a member of 
congress.

Over the past year, prosecutors 
have filed cases against a number of 
sitting and former lawmakers, public 
works officials and construction 
company representatives allegedly 
linked to the scheme.

Corruption has long been a 
problem in the Philippines, and 
accounts for much of the archipelago 
nation’s massive poverty.       – AFP

NEW YORK – Philippines 
sensation Alexandra Eala said she 
can’t wait to experience the “really 
fun environment” of the Asian 
Games after a battling defeat in the 
third round of the US Open.

The rising 21-year-old will be 
favourite to win women’s singles 
gold when the Games begin in 
Japan on September 19.

At the previous edition of the 
Games, in 2023 in China, Eala went 
home with bronze medals in singles 
and mixed doubles.

Much has changed for Eala 
since, last month becoming the first 
player from the Philippines to win a 
WTA singles crown and now ranked 
18 in the world.

Her ground-breaking exploits 
have made her a superstar back home.

“I love playing and competing 
with the Philippines team,” Eala 
said after her agonising three-set 
loss to United States teenager Iva 
Jovic in New York on Saturday.

Proud Filipino Eala has been 

a regular at the Southeast Asian 
Games, winning singles gold last 
year, and she added: “I think it’s a 
really fun environment, and I love 
being with the team, especially this 
last SEA Games in December, I had 
such a great time.

“I think they are really memories 
that stick with me.”

China’s Zheng Qinwen won 
Asian Games singles gold three 
years ago on home turf.

She will not defend her title in 
Aichi-Nagoya.

Also not involved will be Japan’s 
four-time Grand Slam champion 
Naomi Osaka, who will be in action 
at the China Open in Beijing.

Eala will miss Beijing knowing 
that gold at the Asian Games will 
seal an automatic berth at the Los 
Angeles 2028 Olympics.

Eala is set to play at the 
Singapore Open on September 21-
27, with the Asian Games women’s 
singles starting the same day that 
Singapore ends.      – AFP

JAYAPURA, Indonesia – A fire 
in Indonesia’s easternmost Papua 
region razed a market yesterday 
and killed 11 people, including six 
children, police said.

The fire was first spotted in the 
town of Paniai in Central Papua 
province shortly after midnight, 
and it quickly spread to several 
shophouses, local police spokesman 
Henry J. Manurung said.

“During the inspection, officers 
found 11 victims who had died 
with burn injuries. Of the 11 

victims, five of them were adults, 
while the other six were children,” 
Henry said in a statement.

The children were aged between 
two and nine years old, he added.

The fire, which raged for more 
than three hours, destroyed at least 
40 kiosks and houses, despite the 
deployment of fire trucks and 
water cannons.

Authorities were still 
investigating the cause of the fire.

“The intensity of the blaze and 
the fact that the houses and stalls 

were all packed tightly together 
made the firefighting process take 
quite a long time,” Henry said.

Deadly fires are not uncommon 
in Indonesia.

In December, 22 people died when 
a fire tore through a seven-storey 
office building in Central Jakarta.

Police said a drone battery that 
exploded on the ground floor was 
the likely cause.

An explosion at a nickel-
processing plant in the country’s east 
in 2023 killed at least 12 people. – AFP

Notices warning against 
littering, smoking, and 
unauthorised entry, 
written in multiple 
languages, are seen 
outside an apartment 
building near Shinjuku 
Station in Tokyo 
yesterday.
Tokyo tourist hotspot 
Shinjuku will impose a 
ban on more than half 
of its holiday rentals 
including homes on 
Airbnb, an official said 
yesterday, after a surge 
in complaints about 
visitors.                – AFP

Jakarta airport extends closure after volcano eruption

Philippine sensation Eala looks forward 
to Asian Games ‘fun’

Marcos’ lawmaker cousin arrested over !ood control scandal

Fire in Indonesia’s Papua kills 11, including 6 children: police
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Paavan Mathema and Abhaya 
Srivastava with Anup Ojha in 
Nuwakot

KATHMANDU – Nepal held 
a national day of mourning with 
candlelight vigils yesterday for 
victims of devastating glacial 
floods, as families of missing 
hydropower workers feared trapped 
in tunnels prayed rescuers might yet 
find them alive.

The August 26 glacial and 
mountain collapse on the China-
Nepal border killed at least 1,399 
people, with more than 5,500 missing, 
including around 800 foreigners.

Flags flew at half-mast and 
hundreds of people gathered for 
the vigils in the Nepali capital 
Kathmandu, as the nation marked 
the 13th day after death in line with 
Hindu mourning rituals.

Hundreds of hydropower 
workers are among the missing, 
but the rescue of three of them 
from deep inside tunnels – two 
Nepalis on Friday and a Chinese 
man on Saturday – have buoyed 
hopes that more could still be alive.

Nepal Army spokesman Raja 
Ram Basnet said rescue efforts 
were continuing at “the same 
tempo” to make sure “that no one 
is still stranded”.

Entire communities have been 
swept away, with roads destroyed 
and homes demolished.

‘Hope’
But families of some of the 

missing workers who gathered in 
Kathmandu said the government 
must move faster.

“We have a lot of hope,” said 
Reena Amatya Shrestha, whose 
brother is among the missing.

“They say they are doing rescue. 
If the rescue is there, where’s the 
result? We need the result.”

Australian tunnel rescue expert 
Arnold Dix, who is advising Nepali 
teams, said the operation presented 
an unprecedented challenge.

“We are facing something I 
have never faced before,” said 
Dix, president of the International 
Tunnelling and Underground Space 
Association, in a post on social media.

“Not one rescue, but multiple 
potential rescues, unfolding at the 
same time, in different places, each 
with its own dangers, uncertainties, 
and lives that may still be saved.”

Foreign experts, including from 

China, India and South Korea, are 
aiding Nepali teams in rescue efforts.

“We are measured not only by 
the lives we save, but by the lives 
we refuse to abandon,” said Dix.

Drone pilot Adarsha Raj 
Bhusal recalled sinking into mud 
after leaping from a helicopter into 
the flood-ravaged Upper Trishuli-1 
hydropower tunnel in Rasuwa 
district days after the disaster.

“The moment I landed I sank 
into the mud up to my waist,” the 
24-year-old told AFP yesterday in 
Nuwakot district.

“Other soldiers were there to 
help, but they were struggling 
just as much as I was. That’s how 
bad the conditions were... it was 
intense the entire way in.”

‘New life’
Nepal President Ram Chandra 

Paudel visited relief camps in 
Nuwakot, speaking to those left 
homeless by the disaster.

“Today the entire nation is 
mourning this horrific disaster,” he 
said in a statement.

“To everyone waiting for news 
of family members and friends, I 
want to assure you that search and 
rescue operations will continue.”

With mortuaries overflowing, 
Nepal has buried hundreds of 
bodies in mass graves after 
taking DNA samples for future 
identification, according to police.

Despite the gloom, there have 
been remarkable tales of survival.

Chandika Shrestha, a 64-year-
old Nepali woman, was pulled out 
alive from her mud-covered home 
in Bidur on Saturday.

Her family had already held 
a symbolic funeral ceremony, 
believing her dead.

“Chandika has got a new life,” 
her neighbour Buddhi Lal Dongol 
told AFP. “It would be so good if 
the others who are missing also 
came back.”

Several families held last-rite 
ceremonies in Nuwakot to mark the 
13th day of mourning, while Buddhist 
monks held prayers for the dead.

“I have had to hold myself 
together a lot,” 63-year-old Kula 
Priya Nepal, whose son was killed 
at a hydroelectric project, told AFP.

While the exact cause of the 
glacial collapse is unclear, climate 
change is accelerating glacial 
melting worldwide, increasing the 
risk of such disasters.

Nepal, a largely rural nation 
of 30 million people that has 
contributed little to the greenhouse 
gas emissions driving global 
warming, has said reconstruction 
could cost billions of dollars.

Its economy is already under 
pressure, with limited resources to 
respond to a disaster of this scale.

The disaster has come just ahead 
of the anniversary of last year’s 
September 8-9 mass anti-corruption 
protests that toppled the government.

Rescuers have retrieved 
1,356 bodies in Nepal, while 
around 4,994 people are missing, 
according to the disaster agency.

The toll in China stands at 43 
dead and 519 missing, according to 
state media.

Yesterday, local volunteer 
groups in Kathmandu packed 
utensils, blankets and clothes to be 
distributed to survivors.

“As Nepalis, we’ve always been 
told that you look after your people,” 
volunteer Ashim GC told AFP.

“And these are our people.”
– AFP

Children attend a gathering to observe a national day of mourning for victims of 
flash floods in Kathmandu yesterday.              – AFP

NEW DELHI – Indian rescuers 
pulled at least a dozen people out of 
the rubble of a collapsed building 
in New Delhi before ending 
operations yesterday, police said, a 
day after seven people were killed 
when the five-storey block crashed 
down.

“The rescue operations have 
been completed by the agencies,” 
Delhi police said in a statement.

India’s National Disaster 
Response Force said it had pulled 
12 people from the site, six of 

whom were deceased. The All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences said 
one survivor was later pronounced 
dead at hospital.

Three people were reported in 
critical condition, Delhi police said.

Disaster agency teams, as well 
as fire and police units, used heavy 
machinery and sniffer dogs to 
locate those trapped.

The Satya Niketan area is home 
to hundreds of university students 
living in crowded accommodations. 
Building collapses are frequent 

in India, and illegal structures are 
common.

The owner of the building 
has been arrested, with several 
municipal officers suspended, Delhi 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said.

“Delhi government has 
taken the matter with utmost 
seriousness,” she said on X.

“Anyone found guilty or 
responsible will not be spared.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said the incident was “distressing”.

– AFP

BANGKOK – Thailand 
said yesterday it would deport a 
Frenchman who banned Israeli 
visitors from his zoo on Koh Samui, 
just days after issuing a similar order 
for an Israeli who threatened him.

Kevin Dimino, co-owner of the 
Samui Exotic Park on the resort island, 
engaged in threatening, harassing 
and physically abusive behaviour, 
according to an order signed by Prime 
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

His behaviour was contrary to 
public order, good morals and public 
welfare, it said, adding that he had 
been fined 5,000 baht (US$150) by 
a local court for violating a law on 
the use of roads and vehicles.

The government issued a similar 
order on Friday for Israeli national 
Yaacov Ohayon, who it said had been 
given a suspended sentence of 15 
days in jail and fined 5,000 baht for 
causing fear or panic through threats.

Dimino, who owns the zoo with 
his Thai wife, told AFP last month 
he had hung up a Palestinian flag 
in response to bad behaviour from 
some Israeli visitors, which he said 
triggered threats online.

The Frenchman then went viral 
after an altercation with an Israeli family 
was caught on camera. He received 
more threats, which he responded to 
with overt anti-Semitic statements.

He told AFP at the weekend that 
Ohayon had “started the story”.

The deportation orders – which 
can be appealed within seven days 
– came after the government last 
week published new regulations on 
when foreigners could be expelled, 
amid increased scrutiny of tourists’ 
behaviour.

“We want tourists, but when 
they come, they have to respect our 
laws, Thai people and our customs 
and tradition,” Anutin, who is also 
the interior minister, told reporters 
Sunday evening.

“We have the right to ask them to 
leave the country if they have done 
anything inappropriate,” he added.

Thailand’s economy depends on 
tourism, but incidents of bad behaviour 
by visitors have sparked public debate.

Asked about his deportation order 
yesterday, Dimino said: “Let the 
government do its job... it’s nothing to 
get worked up about.”      – AFP

MELBOURNE – Antarctic scien-
tists in Australia are part of an inter-
national plan to conduct geophysical 
surveys of the entire Antarctic coastal 
region in a bid to improve predictions 
of future sea-level rise.

Scientists would run three 
continent-wide survey rings around 
Antarctica, tracking inland ice flow, 
grounding zones and ocean-facing 
ice shelves to capture the critical 
processes driving ice loss, according 
to a statement released yesterday by 
Australia’s University of Tasmania 
(UTAS).

The study, published in the 
American Geophysical Union’s 
Reviews of Geophysics, synthesizes 
current understanding of how ice, 
ocean, atmosphere and the solid 
Earth interact in Antarctica’s coastal 
zone, and highlights key knowledge 
gaps and the need for improved 
observations at a pan-Antarctic scale.

“This ambitious, globally coor-
dinated campaign would resolve the 
biggest uncertainties in predicting 

Antarctic sea-level rise, with huge 
implications for coastal planning 
and efforts to support low-lying 
nations, including Australia’s Pacif-
ic neighbors,” said study co-lead 
author Felicity McCormack from 
Securing Antarctica’s Environ-
mental Future based at Australia’s 
Monash University.

Study co-author Zhao Chen 
from the UTAS Institute for Marine 
and Antarctic Studies said the plan 
could help reveal how far and how 
fast Antarctic ice loss could reshape 
coastlines around the world.

The review was written by 80 
scientists worldwide through the 
Scientific Committee on Antarctic 
Research’s RINGS Action Group, 
which coordinates international efforts 
to survey Antarctica’s coastal zone.

Researchers identified persistent 
gaps in direct observations of 
coastal bed topography and sub-
ice shelf cavities, which can limit 
estimates of Antarctic ice loss and 
future sea-level rise.           – Xinhua

Work desks are seen at an abandoned scam centre in O’Smach town on the Thai-
Cambodian border, yesterday, during a press trip organised by Thailand’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Royal Thai Army.
Fighting between Thailand and Cambodia erupted in July 2025 over a long-standing 
border dispute and flared again in December, before a ceasefire was agreed. 
Southeast Asia, especially Cambodia and Myanmar, has emerged as a regional hub 
for crime syndicates running fake romance and cryptocurrency investment schemes 
in which scammers – some willing, others trafficked – often working in fortified 
compounds defraud internet users around the world.                – AFP

Nepal holds day of mourning as 
families pray missing still alive

Rescue operations end after Delhi building collapse kills 7

Thailand to deport French zoo owner who 
barred Israelis

Scientists propose surveys of entire Antarctic 
coast to improve sea-level predictions
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JERUSALEM – Israel yesterday 

threatened a “full-scale war” against the 

Palestinian Authority (PA) if it prepared an 

attack against Israeli forces or settlements 

similar to the one launched by Hamas from 

Gaza on October 7, 2023.

The unusual warning, denounced by 

Palestinian authorities as an attempt to 

fuel the conflict during the Israeli election 
season, comes as violence surges in the 

occupied territory.

The remarks from Defence Minister 

Israel Katz followed a stabbing attack that 

wounded an Israeli settler in the northern 

West Bank, with the military saying it had 

shot and killed the Palestinian assailant.

Israel has occupied the West Bank 

since 1967. Recent months have seen 

soaring attacks by Israeli settlers against 

Palestinians, often with little or no legal 

consequence.

“If... the Palestinian Authority’s 

security mechanisms and related bodies 

initiate, or we know with certainty that 

they are about to initiate, a terror attack in 

the style of October 7 against IDF [Israel 

Defence Forces] and Jewish settlements – 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 

I have instructed the IDF to prepare for 

the opening of a full-scale war,” Defence 

Minister Israel Katz said.

Katz added in a statement from his office 
that the military campaign would target the 

“senior leadership and mechanisms” of the 

Palestinian Authority, which is based in the 

West Bank city of Ramallah, as well as “all 

terror infrastructure” in the territory.

He said it would include “targeted 

killings of senior figures” and the 
“evacuation of residents from the cities 

and villages from which terror activity 

is carried out”, with a permanent Israeli 

military presence in those areas.

Katz said the operation would emulate 

the so-called “security zones” in which the 

Israeli military currently operates in Gaza 

and southern Lebanon.

Rawhi Fattouh, president of the 

Palestinian National Council, the West 

Bank-based legislative body, said Katz’s 

statement exposed the “aggressive and 

racist nature of the Israeli government”.

The comments “confirm that it is not 
seeking a partner for peace, but rather a 

permanent fuel for conflict and the spread 
of chaos and instability,” he said, according 

to the Palestinian official news agency 
Wafa.

The Palestinian Authority does not 

officially take part in militant activity and 
its security forces have worked to crack 

down on local militancy in the West Bank.

There was no indication that yesterday’s 

attack was carried out with the consent or 

knowledge of the Palestinian Authority.

Soaring violence
Following a manhunt yesterday, the 

Israeli military said it shot and killed a 

Palestinian assailant who had stabbed an 

Israeli settler in the northern occupied West 

Bank.

Israel’s Magen David Adom emergency 

services said the stabbing victim had been 

taken to hospital in a moderate to serious 

condition.

The civil affairs authority identified 
the Palestinian assailant as 34-year-old 

Mahmoud Mohammed Arabi Mohsen.

His uncle, Nizar Arabi Mohsen, said he 

had been “suffering from a mental illness” 

for around four years.

Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas 

called to “escalate the resistance and engage 

with the enemy soldiers and settler gangs”.

Earlier yesterday, the Palestinian health 

ministry said a man was killed during a 

settler attack in the village of Hajja, in the 

northern West Bank.

The Israeli military said troops had 

been dispatched to the area “following a 

report of friction” between Palestinians and 

settlers.

It said Palestinians had thrown stones at 

soldiers, who “carried out arrest procedures, 

including firing warning shots into the air, 
followed by fire toward key instigators”.

“Hits were identified,” it said, adding 
that the incident was under review.

Violence in the West Bank has surged 

since Hamas’s October 2023 attack on 

Israel sparked the war in Gaza.

According to an AFP tally based on data 

from the Palestinian health ministry, Israeli 

forces or settlers have killed at least 1,106 

Palestinians in the West Bank, including 

both militants and civilians, since the start 

of the Gaza war.

Israeli figures show at least 48 Israelis, 
including civilians and security personnel, 

have been killed in Palestinian attacks or 

during Israeli military operations during 

the same period.    – AFP

Israel threatens war with PA in case 
of Oct 7-style attack

Julia Zappei
VIENNA – A near-complete nuclear reactor 

built secretly during the rule of toppled Syrian 

leader Bashar al-Assad would have been able to 

produce material to make nuclear weapons, the 

UN nuclear watchdog chief said yesterday.

Inspectors from the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) last month visited two 

sites, one in Deir Ezzor and a second undisclosed 

location identified to them by Syrian authorities.
In a report seen by AFP last week, the IAEA 

said it found that Syria’s previous government was 

building a nuclear reactor.

Assad was toppled in December 2024 and the 

current Islamist government came to power.

IAEA head Rafael Grossi said it was “obvious 

that the previous government was pursuing a 

number of clandestine” activities.

“They didn’t want the world to know what 

they were doing,” he told reporters after opening 

the Vienna-based agency’s quarterly board of 

governors meeting.

“Given the configuration, the technical features 
of that type of reactor, this is a reactor that is 

very efficient in the production of fissile material 
that could be used directly for the fabrication of 

nuclear weapons,” he said, adding that building 

the reactor was a “very important step”.

He said the reactor – which is currently being 

excavated – “was almost completed”.

It was “very possible... that the then Syrian 

authorities also performed some explosions 

in order to... hinder any possibility of an 

investigation,” he added.

‘Missing information’
Besides the reactor under construction at the 

Deir Ezzor site, the IAEA found a fuel fabrication 

plant where nuclear fuel for the reactor was 

manufactured, and a location where nuclear fuel 

as well as uranium scrap and waste were stored.

In its report, the IAEA said it found around 73 

tonnes of natural uranium metal.

Grossi has praised Damascus’s “courageous 

decision” to report the undisclosed site.

The UN atomic watchdog had declared in 2011 

that the location was “very likely” to host a nuclear 

reactor, adding that its information suggested it 

was being built with North Korean assistance.

Grossi said yesterday it was up to the IAEA 

board to decide whether to close the file opened in 
2011, adding that he currently had not been tasked 

to further investigate alleged connections to North 

Korea.

A draft resolution seen by AFP, expected to 

be submitted to the board this week for a vote, 

proposes closing the file.
The IAEA will continue to work with Syria 

to keep the material safe and report its findings, 
Grossi said.

The Institute for Science and International 

Security (ISIS), a US-based organisation 

specialising in nuclear proliferation, last week said 

questions remained.

“The new revelations [in the IAEA report] 

provide confirmation and new details... but they 
do not provide any surprises or fill in the missing 
information about the entire scope of the reactor 

and reprocessing project and Syria’s cooperation 

with North Korea,” it said.

Last month, Grossi visited the site in Deir 

Ezzor in the east, which has been shut for 18 years.
In 2018, Israel admitted carrying out a top-

secret air raid on the site 11 years earlier.

In 2008, less than a year after the strike, US 
officials accused Syria of having sought to build 
a secret nuclear reactor and acknowledged that 

Israel had destroyed it in the raid.               – AFP

RIGA – Latvia has banned the import 

of books, newspapers and printing 

products from Russia and Belarus, citing 

“disinformation and war propaganda”, its 

foreign ministry told AFP yesterday.

“The import ban is intended to protect 

Latvia’s security interests and further 

reduce economic ties with Russia and 

Belarus, which continue to wage and 

support [the] war of aggression against 

Ukraine,” the ministry said.

Latvia, a member of NATO and the 

European Union, is an ally of Ukraine and 

both share borders with Russia and Belarus.

It has faced what it describes at “hybrid 

attacks” from Moscow since the beginning 

of the full-scale Russian invasion of 

Ukraine in 2022.

Amid cyberattacks, drone incursions 

and manufactured disinformation, the 

former Soviet republic has heavily invested 

in its security in recent years, believing it 

might be one of Moscow’s next targets.

Latvia has a significant minority of 
Russian speakers and about a quarter of the 

population are ethnic Russians, according 

to the most recent data from its official 
statistics portal.

The ban, which came into effect on 

September 1, is the first of its kind to be 
imposed on Russian consumer goods in 

Europe.

It also affects other consumer goods, 

including clothes, toys and sports 

equipment.

According to the Latvian government, 

the move is aimed at “strengthening 

the resilience of society and reducing 

vulnerabilities in the information space”.

Overall imports from Russia and 

Belarus have decreased by around 91 

percent since the start of the war in Ukraine, 

the foreign ministry said.

But books and printed materials still 

“constituted one of the largest remaining 

consumer goods import categories from 

Russia”, it added.

The Latvian transport ministry has 

also submitted proposals to amend the 

country’s transport law, which would ban 

regular and irregular passenger buses from 

Latvia to Russia and Belarus, as well as 

transit through Latvian territory to the two 

countries.

“The Ministry of Transport will 

continue to assess aspects of security, 

economic, and international obligations, 

seeking a coordinated solution at the Baltic 

and European Union levels,” it wrote in a 

statement.

Riga had previously removed VAT 

incentives for domestic Russian-language 

publishing and pushed to reduce Russian 

language in education, citing the need 

to counter Moscow’s interference and to 

better integrate Russian speakers.

In May, Russia announced plans to local 

media to take the Baltic states – Lithuania, 

Latvia and Estonia – to the International 

Court of Justice (ICJ) over alleged rights 

violations against Russian speakers.

The Baltic states have disputed such 

claims, instead accusing Moscow of using 

the Russian ethnic minority to inflame 
tensions.                          – AFP

Israeli flags flutter as a new Jewish settler outpost is erected on land belonging to Palestinians from 
the nearby village of Hajjah, west of the Israeli-occupied West Bank city of Nablus, yesterday.    – AFP 

Latvia bans books from Russia, Belarus over 
‘war propaganda’

Secret Assad-era 
Syrian nuclear 

reactor was almost 
complete: UN
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BERLIN – German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz said yesterday he was “deeply shocked” 
by his party’s state election defeat at the hands 
of the far-right AfD but vowed to stay the course 
with tough reforms while seeking to explain them 
better.

“This is the heaviest electoral defeat the CDU 
[Christian Democratic Union] has suffered in 
years, in decades,” said a crestfallen Merz after 
Sunday’s vote in the eastern state of Saxony-
Anhalt.

“Naturally, this will have to have 
consequences.”

His centre-right CDU scored just 17 percent 
against almost 44 percent for the anti-immigration, 
Russia-friendly and pro-Trump Alternative for 
Germany (AfD), which has vowed a “remigration 
and deportation offensive” targeting irregular 
migrants.

AfD national co-leader Alice Weidel in a 
blistering attack on the morning after charged 
that “no chancellor before has been as unpopular 
as Friedrich Merz” and labelled him “a major 
burden” for Germany.

The AfD’s triumphant lead candidate in the 
state vote, 35-year-old Ulrich Siegmund, said that 
voters had sent “a signal to Berlin” and mockingly 
thanked the 70-year-old Merz for being “a very 
good campaigner” for the AfD.

Siegmund also said that – after his party 
narrowly missed an absolute majority – it was 
now reaching out to other parties and individual 
MPs to build a stable ruling coalition.

“It is a very clear government mandate,” 
Siegmund said. “It could hardly be clearer.”

Sven Schulze, the defeated CDU state premier 
who continues as caretaker leader for now, 
acknowledged that now “we are the opposition 
–  the mandate to govern now lies with the AfD”.

‘Unbroken determination’
Merz conceded his own low poll ratings had 

played a role in his party’s loss: “I know that I 
personally was a constant topic in this election 
campaign,” he said.

“We must try – I myself included – to reach 
people more effectively, including in the full 
range of their emotions.”

But he also vowed that “my determination 
to continue on the path of reform is unbroken”, 
saying this was needed for the sake of “our 
children and grandchildren”.

On Germany’s support for Ukraine, he stressed 
he would “not budge a single millimetre from my 
fundamental conviction that we must defend our 
freedom against Russia as well”.

Supporters of US President Donald Trump 
cheered on the AfD, with former US ambassador 
to Germany Richard Grenell celebrating the 
results as “a huge win and a new day in Germany”.

Tech billionaire Elon Musk had been among 
the first to celebrate AfD’s victory with a 
resounding “Well done!”

While Sunday’s result sparked jubilation 
among the AfD’s followers, the prospect of 
the first far-right government taking charge of 
a German state since World War II has deeply 
unsettled other parties, many migrants and 
minority groups.

The AfD in Saxony-Anhalt is labelled a “right-
wing extremist” group by Germany’s domestic 
intelligence agency, and some of Siegmund’s staff 
are former members of a since-banned neo-Nazi 
organisation.

‘No need to be afraid’
Weidel again slammed the government 

for allowing “illegal migration, open borders, 
skyrocketing rates of crime committed by foreign 
nationals, and a refusal to carry out deportations”.

“I’m scared,” said a 28-year-old man who 
came from Afghanistan in 2015 and who asked 
not to be named, after reading news of the AfD’s 
victory on TikTok.

“I have two children here,” he told AFP in 
the Saxony-Anhalt state capital of Magdeburg. 
“What will happen if I have to leave?”

AfD national co-leader Tino Chrupalla sought 
to dispel such fears, saying that “no one needs to 
be afraid of us”.

He told Deutschlandfunk radio that his party 
is not against people with a migrant background, 
“provided they are integrated, speak German ... 
and contribute to the economy here”.

Merz stressed that German law, including 
on immigration, and the country’s constitution 
“apply in Saxony-Anhalt as well – even after the 
election of an AfD state premier”.

‘Soldier on’
Pressure has grown on Merz not just from 

the far-right, but also from within his coalition 
which has struggled to reboot a stagnant 
economy and is divided over social policy, 
especially pensions.

The AfD, founded in 2013 as a eurosceptic 
protest party, soon shifted focus by railing against 
the open-door refugee and migrant stance of 
former CDU chancellor Angela Merkel.

Merz has vowed to return the CDU to its 
conservative roots and launched a crackdown 
on irregular immigration while trying to turn 
the economy around, but his poll ratings have 
remained low.

Sunday’s election outcome “delivered a huge 
blow” to Merz and his government which “can 
throw the CDU into significant turmoil”, wrote 
Holger Schmieding, chief economist at Berenberg 
bank.

Still, he said it was more likely than not 
that Merz and his coalition “will soldier on” 
throughout their term till 2029, given the lack of 
a good alternative.

“Replacing Merz as head of the coalition 
would be a high-risk adventure from which his 
party will probably shy away,” he wrote.    – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – US 
President Donald Trump’s name-
changing spree found an unlikely new 
target on Sunday when he suggested 
the state of New Mexico could become 
“New America.”

His proposal, which was immediately 
dismissed by the state’s governor, came 
days after he signed an order to rename 
Lake Ontario as “Lake America” in the 
middle of a trade war with neighbouring 
Canada.

“Many people suggested changing 
the name of New Mexico... to NEW 
AMERICA,” the Republican president 
posted on social media. “So much more 
prestigious and beautiful for the people 
of that potentially incredible State. 
Wow, I Love It!!!”

The White House reposted an image 
showing the Mexico part of the state’s name 

crossed out and replaced with “America.”
Some US media reports said the idea 

originated as an internet hoax.
State governor Michelle Lujan 

Grisham told Fox News that the name 
“isn’t up for debate – it’s been ours since 
before the United States existed.”

She said the president wanted to 
“distract Americans” from issues such 
as soaring gas prices.

Trump late last monthsuggested 
renaming the Strait of Hormuz as 
“Trump Strait” as the war with Iran 
continues – then hours later implied he 
was not serious about the plan.

He renamed the Gulf of Mexico as 
the “Gulf of America” on his first day 
back in the White House in 2025 in a 
move rejected by Mexico.

Canada has also rejected the attempt 
to rename Lake Ontario.            – AFP

Merz ‘shocked’ by far-right state 
win but vows to stay course

Trump suggests renaming New 
Mexico state ‘New America’

German Chancellor and 
leader of Germany’s 
centre-right Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
Friedrich Merz walks past 
a historical picture of the 
first leader of the Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
and first chancellor of 
West Germany, Konrad 
Adenauer, as he arrives to 
a press conference after 
the party’s leadership 
meeting in Berlin 
yesterday, one day after 
regional elections in the 
eastern federal state of 
Saxony-Anhalt won by the 
far-right Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party. – AFP 

WASHINGTON, DC – A top US 
envoy yesterday  touted progress in 
weekend discussions with Ukraine and 
Russia, raising the prospect of reviving 
three-way peace talks to end Europe’s 
deadliest conflict since World War II.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelensky met 
separately with top US envoys in a renewed 
push to end the fighting, which began 
when Russian forces invaded neighboring 
Ukraine more than four years ago.

“Substantive progress was made, 
including movement on scheduling 
additional trilateral talks,” US Special 
Envoy Steve Witkoff wrote on X.

Witkoff, a business ally of US 
President Donald Trump, travelled to 
Russia and Ukraine over the weekend 
alongside negotiating partner Jared 
Kushner, who is Trump’s son-in-law.

Sunday’s appearance in Kyiv was their 
first official trip to the Ukrainian capital.

A senior Ukrainian official told 
AFP on Sunday that the two envoys 
had brought new and “more effective” 
proposals on ending the war, but 
Zelensky warned that fighting appeared 
likely to continue into the winter.

The Kremlin yesterday did not rule 
out three-way talks with the United States 
and Ukraine aimed at ending the conflict.

“But it is too early to say anything 
about the venue or the exact dates at 

this stage,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters.

Also yesterday, Zelensky said he and 
his negotiating team were “coordinating 
our next steps” following the talks with 
Trump’s envoys and European officials, 
but the Ukrainian leader did not 
elaborate on what those steps would be.

Negotiators from Moscow and 
Kyiv last met for US-mediated talks in 
Geneva in February, but did not reach an 
agreement on territorial issues.

Diplomatic efforts led by Washington 
have slowed in recent months as the 
Trump administration shifted focus 
toward the war with Iran.

Russia’s military operation in 
Ukraine, launched in February 2022, and 
the subsequent years of fighting have left 
scores of soldiers and civilians dead.

The war has displaced millions of 
people, ravaged Ukraine’s economy, put 
Russia’s military under massive strain and 
has led to the expanded use of drone warfare.

While Kyiv has faced near-nightly 
attacks, Ukraine has also escalated its 
retaliatory strikes on Russia in recent 
months, in part to try to pressure Moscow 
into coming to the negotiating table.

Talks remain deadlocked in part over 
the issue of Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region, which Russia does not fully 
control but has demanded as part of any 
peace settlement.   – AFP, MPD

US Special Envoy Steve Witkoff (left) next to Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky, speaks 
during a joint press conference following their talks in Kyiv on Sunday.               – AFP

US envoy sees ‘movement’ 
toward 3-way talks with 

Russia, Ukraine
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MADRID – Spain’s top 
criminal court yesterday opened 
an investigation into July’s deadly 
migrant surge into Ceuta, alleging 
it was facilitated by Morocco and 
pointing to failings by the African 
country’s police.

More than 70,000 migrants 
crossed into Spain’s north African 
exclave from Morocco on July 30 
and 31 in an unprecedented rush that 
left scores dead, most by drowning 
as they tried to swim around a 
breakwater.

Madrid’s Audiencia Nacional 
court ruled it was competent to 
investigate as the influx involved 
“criminal conduct that was allegedly 
committed abroad and has seriously 
attacked Spain’s territorial integrity”.

The mass migrant flow 
“constitutes one of the characteristic 
methods of ‘hybrid warfare’ or the 

‘grey zone’, with the aim of altering 
the life and rights of Spanish citizens” 
in Ceuta, investigating judge María 
Tardón wrote in her ruling.

The judge based her decision 
on a Spanish police report that 
highlighted “total permissiveness” 
by Moroccan security forces that 
facilitated the border breach.

“A clear and undeniable 
facilitation of the process” came 
from Morocco, notably “through the 
verified and visually documented 
behaviour of Morocco’s security 
forces”, the judge said.

Not only did uniformed 
members of Morocco’s security 
forces make “no serious attempt” 
to stem the surge, but some also 
offered “active guidance” on how to 
cross to Ceuta, the judge said.

Moroccan authorities have 
not reacted to the Spanish police 

report, but the country’s media have 
criticised a “botched” document 
and said it lacked material evidence.

Tardón also pointed to possible 
manslaughter and crimes against 
the rights of foreign citizens over 
the deaths.

Spain’s leftist government says 
there is no “solid proof” the surge 
was planned by Morocco, with which 
it has spent years trying to improve 
historically complicated relations.

Rabat has claimed sovereignty 
over Ceuta and Spain’s other north 
African exclave of Melilla since 
gaining independence in 1956.

Most of the migrants who 
entered Ceuta have returned to 
Morocco, but thousands have 
remained in often dire living 
conditions, increasing tensions in 
the small city and causing a political 
storm for the government.     – AFP

COIMBRA – A new approach 
to treating Machado-Joseph 
disease has been developed by 
Portuguese researchers, it was 
announced last week.

Machado-Joseph disease is 
a hereditary neurodegenerative 
disorder with a high prevalence 
in parts of Portugal. Also known 
as spinocerebellar ataxia type 3, 
the disease causes progressive 
problems with movement, speech 
and swallowing. There is currently 
no cure for the disease.

The study, conducted by 
researchers at the University of 
Coimbra and the GeneT Center of 
Excellence in Gene Therapy and 
published in the scientific journal 
Biomaterials, could contribute to 
new treatments for the disease.

The researchers used tiny 
particles naturally released by 
cells to carry the CRISPR-Cas9 
gene-editing tool, allowing 
them to target the mutated gene 
responsible for the disease.

“We wanted to understand 
whether it was possible to use 
extracellular vesicles to achieve 
transient exposure to the gene-
editing machinery and minimize 
unwanted edits,” said Kevin 
Leandro, first author of the study.

According to the researchers, 
the method could overcome some 
limitations of conventional gene 
therapies by reducing immune 
reactions and limiting the time 
gene-editing tools remain active 
in cells.

The researchers also developed 
a light-controlled system to 
improve the efficiency of the 
gene-editing process.

The University of Coimbra 
said the study is among the first 
internationally to demonstrate 
the effectiveness of this approach 
in Machado-Joseph disease, 
and could contribute to the 
development of safer treatments 
for the disease and other rare 
genetic disorders.    – AFP

HAVANA – Former Cuban 
president Raúl Castro, 95, has 
appeared on television after weeks 
of being absent from public view.

Castro, Cuba’s president from 
2006-2018, last appeared in public 
on August 13, when Cuba marked 
the centenary of the birth of his 
older brother Fidel.

He appeared in a lengthy 
report broadcast several times over 
the weekend on state television 
marking the 65th anniversary of a 
unit responsible for the personal 
security of Cuban leaders, including 
that of Fidel Castro, who was in 
power from 1959–2006.

In the broadcast, Raúl Castro is 
dressed in his traditional olive-green 
uniform and appears alert as he 
congratulates veterans of the unit.

He is accompanied by his 
grandson, who is also the head of his 
personal security: Raúl Guillermo 
Rodríguez Castro.

Although the elder Castro no 
longer holds an official position 
in the government or ruling 
Communist Party of Cuba (PCC), he 
plays an important role in political 
decision-making and enjoys the 

loyalty of the armed forces.
In June, the Cuban presidency 

announced that he had given the 
green light to market-oriented 
economic reforms to address the 
unprecedented crisis rocking the 
island of 9.4 million inhabitants, 
which is under intense pressure 
from the United States.

Those measures represent the 

most significant shift in Cuba’s 
economic model since the country 
adopted communism nearly 70 
years ago.

Raúl Castro was indicted in May 
by a US court for the deaths of four 
Americans when two small planes 
belonging to an anti-Castro group were 
shot down in 1996. He was serving as 
defence minister at the time.      – AFP

Former Cuban President Raul Castro (left) receives a present during a celebratory 
event for the National Directorate of Personal Security in Havana on Saturday.  – AFP 

MAPUTO – The signing 
ceremony and award presentation 
for the 2026 CNPC “Moz-Dream” 
Scholarship was held on Saturday at 
the Confucius Institute of Eduardo 
Mondlane University (UEM) in 
Maputo, with 36 Mozambican 
students receiving scholarships in 
recognition of their performance in 
Chinese-language studies.

The event was attended by UEM 
Vice-Rector Amalia Alexandre 
Uamusse, General Manager of CNPC 
Africa Lu Jiangbo, representatives of 
UEM and CNPC Mozambique, as 
well as teachers and students from 
the Confucius Institute.

Uamusse thanked the China 

National Petroleum Corporation 
(CNPC) for its support, saying the 
scholarship program, launched in 
2023, had helped develop Chinese-
language talent and broaden 
opportunities for young people.

She encouraged the scholarship 
recipients to continue improving 
their Chinese and make good use 
of the opportunities provided by the 
program.

Lu said education was a 
foundation for national development 
and an important bridge for 
exchanges between civilizations. 
As an energy company operating 
in Mozambique, CNPC actively 
fulfills its social responsibilities, 

he said, adding that the scholarship 
was not only a recognition of 
outstanding students but also 
reflected the company’s support for 
young people in Mozambique.

Jessica Paulo, one of the scholarship 
recipients, said the scholarship 
would provide valuable support for 
her Chinese-language studies.

“I am very happy with this 
opportunity because it will be of 
great value to me and will also help 
me improve the language itself, 
which we have been studying here 
in the country,” she said.

The “Moz-Dream” Scholarship 
has so far supported nearly 500 
students.                 – Xinhua

Spain opens criminal probe into 
Ceuta migrant surge

Portuguese researchers develop 
new approach to treating 
Machado-Joseph disease

CNPC scholarship supports Chinese-language 
learning among Mozambican youth

Raúl Castro appears on Cuban television

BOGOTÁ – A guerilla drone 
attack on a Colombian military 
garrison killed three soldiers, the 
defence ministry said on Saturday.

Authorities earlier reported at 
least two dead and five wounded 
in the attack, which was blamed 
on National Liberation Army 
(ELN) rebels.

The attack took place on Friday 
in the Catatumbo region, where 
troops are conducting operations 
against armed groups on the orders 
of right-wing President Abelardo 
de la Espriella.

A military source in the region 
told AFP that at least 20 drones 
loaded with explosives were used.

“To the ELN I say with 
absolute clarity: for every police 
officer or soldier you kill, I will 
bring down on you the full weight 
and legitimate force of the State,” 
he said on X.

Defence Minister Jorge 

Mora toured the affected area on 
Saturday.

Military and police forces 
“remain deployed to protect the 
population, bolster security, maintain 
the offensive against ELN units and 
locate those responsible for these 
attacks,” the ministry added.

Colombia is the world’s largest 
cocaine producer and is grappling 
with its worst violence in a decade.

Since taking office less than 
one month ago, De la Espriella has 
stepped up bombings and ground 
operations against armed groups.

Colombia also has joined 
the Shield of the Americas, US 
President Donald Trump’s anti-
cartel alliance of Latin American 
countries including Argentina, 
Ecuador and El Salvador.

De la Espriella is set to receive 
US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio in the Caribbean city of 
Barranquilla this week.   – AFP

This handout picture released by Colombia’s Ministry of Defence press office 
shows Minister of Defence Jorge Mora (centre) looking at the site of a guerrilla 
drone attack, at a military garrison in Ocana, Department of Norte de Santander, 
Colombia, on Saturday.              – AFP 

Guerrilla drone attack kills 3 
soldiers in Colombia
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MADRID – Real Madrid 
striker Kylian Mbappe said 
yesterday it was natural for 
people to consider him as a 

potential Ballon d’Or winner this year 
after his World Cup exploits.

The France captain scored 10 goals 
at the tournament this summer to win 
the Golden Boot, with his country 
finishing fourth, and has netted 22 
in the competition during his career, 
making him the World Cup’s all-time 
top scorer.

Mbappe, 27, has not yet won the 
prestigious trophy given to the world’s 
best player.

“I think that when you play for Real 
Madrid, which is the best club in the 
world, naturally people associate you 
with that kind of award, they associate 
you with collective awards, individual 
awards,” Mbappe told reporters.

“A lot of people, when they see 
me in the street, talk to me about the 
Ballon d’Or, a lot of people talk about 
me as a possible Ballon d’Or winner...

“Of course I made a lot of history 
this summer in the most important 
competition in sport, but we’ll see.

“I have the feeling that it’s a good 
year for that, but there’s still a long 
time to go and people are free to vote 
for whoever they think is the best 
player in the world.”

Since joining Real Madrid in 2024 
Mbappe has scored huge quantities of 
goals but the club has failed to win a 
major trophy.

Today the record 15-time European 
champions host Inter Milan in the 
Champions League in the first match 
of the league phase.

During Mbappe’s first two years 
at Madrid the team has appeared 
unbalanced, with too many star names, 
including the Frenchman and Brazilian 
winger Vinicius Junior, widely 
considered not to be contributing 
enough to the team effort -- in contrast 
to Ousmane Dembele at Paris Saint-
Germain and Raphinha at Barcelona.

“We have to improve,” admitted 
Mbappe. “But I could play dumb and 
tell you that I score more goals than 

(Dembele and Raphinha), and that they 
need to score more goals to be like me.

“Everyone is different, but I want 
to do things intelligently and say 
that of course I have to improve and 
all that, but I don’t like comparisons 
because I think I do a lot of things that 
others don’t do.”

Real Madrid coach Jose Mourinho 
recently said he would prefer if 
Mbappe scored fewer goals but also 
worked hard to help the team win titles.

Mbappe said he would accept lower 
numbers if it led to trophies, but noted 
they were not mutually exclusive.

“I’d take 30 goals with titles, yes, 
but... for me it’s an absurd debate,” 
said Mbappe.

“I always want to score goals and 
win titles... you don’t have to choose, 
you can do both things.”

Mourinho faces old friends
Veteran Portuguese coach 

Mourinho led Inter to Champions 
League glory in 2010 at the Santiago 
Bernabeu before he departed to take 
over at Real Madrid.

Despite his history with the Italian 
side, whom he steered to the treble that 
year, the coach said that only mattered 

before and after, but not during the match.
“There aren’t many (people) left 

from my time, but it’ll always be a 
pleasure to see people, even if I don’t 
know them, but people who defend 
Inter, before and after,” said Mourinho.

“During the game I want to win, 
they want to win, and there won’t 
be time to think about things from a 
wonderful past.”

Mourinho wants his Madrid 
players to bounce back from their first 
defeat of the season, 1-0 at Real Betis 
on Friday in La Liga.

“I want to win. I could tell you I 
want to play well, but I don’t want to 
play well like we did against Betis and 
lose,” said Mourinho.

“Obviously we’re in a phase where 
we play eight games and the objective 
in these eight games is to qualify, and I 
think we’re going to do that. But I want 
to think about this match in isolation 
from that context.

“I want to think about this match as 
a one-off game. I don’t want to think 
that we still have seven more matches 
to play, and I want to win.”

The game will be played at 3:00 a.m. 
tomorrow morning Macau time.

– AFP/MPD

Mbappe embraces Ballon d’Or talk 
after historic World Cup exploits

Real Madrid’s French forward Kylian Mbappe gives a press conference at the Ciudad Real 

Madrid training ground in Madrid yesterday ahead of the UEFA Champions League first 
round day 1 match against Inter Milan.            – AFP

Belgium FA says won’t support Infantino 
re-election

BRUSSELS – The Belgian football association will 
not support Gianni Infantino’s bid for another term as FIFA 
president, it said yesterday, citing concerns over transparency 
and governance within world football’s governing body.

Belgium joins a growing list of national associations, including 
England and Italy, that have withdrawn their backing for Infantino 
ahead of the FIFA presidential election in March 2027.

FIFA confirmed on Sunday that Infantino would seek 
another term as president. He is currently the only declared 
candidate.

The Royal Belgian FA (RBFA) said it was “seeking clear 
answers regarding the decision-making process and the next 
steps” surrounding Infantino’s aborted plan to bring private 
investment into the World Cup.

The Belgians also called for “complete transparency and 
clear explanations” over the suspension of US forward Folarin 
Balogun’s ban during the recent World Cup.

Balogun’s red card in the last-32 win over Bosnia and 
Herzegovina resulted in an automatic suspension for the match 
with Belgium in the next round.

But FIFA stepped in and lifted his ban, leading to 
widespread condemnation, especially when it emerged that US 
President Donald Trump had intervened by phoning Infantino.

“Two months after the events, we note that our questions 
remain unanswered to date,” said RBFA president Pascale Van 
Damme.

The Belgian FA has formally requested that FIFA place the 
Balogun case on the agenda of the next FIFA Council meeting 
on October 15.

In recent weeks, football’s governing bodies have become 
increasingly divided over FIFA’s leadership, with critics accusing 
Infantino of developing plans for a new commercial structure 
involving private investors without sufficient consultation.

Facing mounting opposition, Infantino quickly shelved 
the proposal, but the move has failed to quell concerns among 
several member associations.      – AFP

Fiorentina sack Grosso after just 3 league 
games as coach

ROME – Coach Fabio Grosso has been sacked 
after just three Serie A matches and as many defeats in 
charge of Fiorentina, the club announced on Sunday.

The 48-year-old, who won the 2006 World Cup with 
Italy as a player, was appointed boss in June after a successful 
two-year stint with Sassuolo.

But Fiorentina have made a disastrous start to their Serie 
A campaign, having also struggled early last season before 
eventually avoiding relegation.

Grosso’s men were thrashed 4-0 by Roma on the opening 
weekend, before a 3-0 home loss to promoted Frosinone and 
then a 2-1 home defeat by Torino on Saturday.

“Fiorentina announce that Fabio Grosso has been relieved, 
effective today, of his duties as coach of the men’s first team,” 
Fiorentina said in a short statement posted on social media.

Grosso’s predecessor Paolo Vanoli was fired in May, 
despite leading La Viola to safety after replacing Stefano Pioli.

– AFP
Minnows Augsburg sink Frankfurt to top 
Bundesliga table

BERLIN – Bavarian minnows Augsburg came 
from a goal down to a 4-1 win at Eintracht Frankfurt 
in the Bundesliga on Sunday, while a dominant 
Mainz put five goals past Hamburg.

Augsburg’s victory took them to the top of the Bundesliga 
table after two matches, the first time the club, who were 
promoted to the top flight in 2011, have ever ended a round in 
first position.

Bayern Munich’s surprise scoreless draw at Schalke on 
Saturday meant their 67-matchday streak atop the Bundesliga 
table came to an end after more than two years.

“As people we live for moments like this,” a beaming 
Augsburg coach Manuel Baum told reporters.

“When we see each other in a few years, we’ll tell stories 
about how we were the ones who topped the table with 
Augsburg. That’s something to enjoy for a day.

“I even took a screenshot of the standings.”
Augsburg won thanks to goals from Arijon Ibrahimovic, 

Robin Fellhauer, Alexis Claude Maurice and Fabian Rieder 
after Jonathan Burkardt had opened the scoring for the hosts.

Earlier on Sunday, Mainz cantered to a 5-0 win at Hamburg, 
with Phillip Tietz bagging a brace and Sheraldo Becker, 
Phillipp Mwene and Ransford Königsdörffer scoring for the 
visitors.        – AFP

Football shorts

Former Brazilian football captain Cafu 

applauds during an interactive session on the 

last day of his India tour in Kolkata yesterday. 

– AFP

Porto players attend a training session at the Jorge Costa Sports Complex in Vila 

Nova de Gaia, Portugal yesterday, ahead of the UEFA Champions League first 
round day 1 match against Manchester City. The game will be played at 3:00 a.m. 

tomorrow morning Macau time.             – AFP



TUESDAY September 8, 2026The Macau Post Daily
SPORT
14 Your trusted source for real news 

Basketball

BEIJING – Chinese teenage 
basketball player Zhang Ziyu 
stands 223cm (7ft 4in) and towers 
over opponents at the Women’s 
World Cup - but off the court she’s 
“just a little girl”.

That was the assessment of 
the giant 19-year-old by team-
mate Han Xu after China’s 74-
70 overtime win over the Czech 
Republic on Sunday in Germany.

The teenage centre scored three 
points in just over 10 minutes on 
court against a physical Czech 
side, having been more of a threat 
against reigning champions the 
United States in a 94-61 loss to 
start the tournament.

After that defeat, USA superstar 
Caitlin Clark had warm words for 
Zhang, saying: “I’ve never played 
against a woman of that size and 
she obviously presented some 
challenges for us.

“I think she’s a wonderful player 
and you see how young she is.

“You can tell she’s still growing 
and learning how to play and how 
to leverage her advantage, which is 
her size.

“There’s not much you can do 
to stop her when she gets it really 
close to the basket.”

Zhang’s height is listed at 
223cm on the website of world 
governing body FIBA, making 
her already taller than NBA great 
Shaquille O’Neal, and even in a 
sport where height matters, she 

stands out in women’s basketball.
Zhang might be destined for 

the WNBA, but Clark and Han 
warned against placing too many 
expectations on the teenager.

“In life she’s just a little girl,” 
said Han, who top-scored for China 
with 22 points against the Czechs.

“I always want to give her good 
energy... she can finish to the rim 
and protect the paint.

“I think she is a great player 
and we just keep thinking (about) 
how to use her better and hope she 
can be more aggressive.”

The official website for the 
Women’s Basketball World Cup 

describes Zhang as “epically 
tall”, noting she first came to 
international prominence when 
she was crowned MVP at the U18 
Women’s Asia Cup two years ago.

Footage and images of Zhang 
looming over her opponents have 
gone viral online, but Clark said 
there was more to her than just that.

“She’s still a very young player, 
but to be this young and to be in a 
World Cup and to go up against the 
top players is only going to help 
her continue to grow,” said Clark.

“So I think if she continues to 
develop, then there’s definitely a 
place for her.”    – AFP

China’s teenage 223cm basketball 
player ‘just a little girl’

Players of China pose before a women’s basketball friendly match between Italy 
and China in Trento, Italy, on August 21.        – Xinhua

Badminton

BEIJING – Badminton world 
number one An Se-young sent 
a warning for the Asian Games 
as she clinched her third China 
Masters title in a row in ominous 
fashion.

South Korea’s reigning 
Olympic and world champion will 
defend her crown when the Asian 
Games begin on September 19 in 
Aichi-Nagoya in Japan.

The 24-year-old will be 
overwhelming favourite after 
winning the China Masters on 
Sunday with a ruthless 21-17, 21-6 
demolition of Tomoka Miyazaki 
in Shenzhen.

An did not drop a game all 

week on the way to her seventh 
title of the season.

“I’m so proud of myself. I’m 
really pleased with the result and I 
feel so happy,” An said.

Despite being the undoubted 
dominant force in women’s 
badminton once more this year, 
An said: “There are many players 
coming up and challenging.

“I don’t think any match can 
be taken lightly.”

The men’s singles final was 
surprisingly an all-Hong Kong 
affair, with world number 32 Jason 
Gunawan defeating Lee Cheuk-
Yiu 21-9, 21-16.

In the men’s doubles, India’s 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty beat home duo He 

Jiting and Ren Xiangyu in a three-
game battle.

Shetty and Rankireddy will 
defend their Asian Games men’s 
doubles title in Japan.

“Going into the Asian Games 
winning a title definitely reassures 
us what we are working on is 
heading in the right direction,” 
said Shetty.

“We will go back home, push 
ourselves to the limit, train for 
the next 10 days and go all guns 
blazing in Japan. We want to go 
out there and have some fun.”

China’s Feng Yanzhe and 
Huang Dongping won the mixed 
doubles while Sumire Nakade and 
Miyu Takahashi of Japan clinched 
the women’s doubles crown. – AFP

Cricket

LONDON – England paceman 
Jofra Archer believes he is now in 
a “good place” after a succession of 
career-threatening injuries but said 
there had been some benefits from 
lengthy spells on the sidelines.

Barbados-born Archer arrived in 
the UK in 2015 and four years later 
he was the spearhead of England’s 
attack in their dramatic World Cup 

final triumph at Lord’s, as well as 
starring in the 2019 Ashes.

But he started to develop an 
elbow problem later that year, with 
England captain Joe Root widely 
criticised for over-bowling the 
Sussex quick in New Zealand.

Elbow and back injuries 
sidelined Archer from Test duty for 
more than four years, from February 
2021 to July 2025.

But the 31-year-old, who plays 

in all international formats, said 
there were some positives from his 
enforced absences.

“The time when I was injured, 
I really got away from cricket,” he 
told the BBC yesterday. “It’s all 
been a blur. I didn’t realise how 
long the time out was, either.

“I got to spend some time at 
home (in Barbados), because, 
moving over (to the UK), I never 
really got more than a couple of 

weeks. To spend a month here and 
there, it was really nice.”

He added: “I’d be lying if I 
didn’t say I had a good time away 
from everything. Now, everything 
is really nice. My body is in a good 
place, the team is in a good place 
and everyone is in a good place. I 
just want to play cricket.”

Archer is aiming to help 
England complete a 3-0 whitewash 
of Pakistan at Edgbaston this week 

after featuring in crushing wins over 
the tourists in the first two Tests, at 
Headingley and Lord’s.

The express bowler has been part 
of an impressive pace attack also fea-
turing Ollie Robinson, Josh Tongue 
and Gus Atkinson that has started to 
draw comparisons with the celebrated 
“Fab Four” of Matthew Hoggard, 
Steve Harmison, Simon Jones and 
Andrew Flintoff, who helped Eng-
land win the 2005 Ashes.          – AFP

Rebecca Bryan
NEW YORK – 

Defending champion 
Carlos Alcaraz posted his 

most convincing win in his injury 
return at the US Open, downing 
Tommy Paul in straight sets on 
Sunday to line up a quarter-final 
clash with Ben Shelton.

Two-time women’s defending 
champion Aryna Sabalenka also 
advanced, booking a last-eight date with 
Wimbledon winner Linda Noskova.

Second-seeded Alcaraz, playing 
his first tournament since he was 
sidelined by a right wrist injury in 
April, looked closer to his brilliant 
best in a 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
Paul, the 20th-seeded American who 
posed the Spaniard’s sternest test yet.

“I played my game,” said 
Alcaraz, who unleashed 33 winners 
as he moved fluidly around the 
court, thwarting Paul at every turn 
in the two-hour 20-minute match.

He’ll face red-hot Shelton - a 6-2, 
6-3, 6-4 winner over Stefanos Tsitsipas 
- for a place in the semi-finals.

“I tried to play my style,” 
Alcaraz said. “Tommy is such a 
talented player. His shots are pretty 
dangerous and sometimes it’s really 
difficult to control the ball when it 
comes to you.

“I just tried to be ready for a 
battle and tried to be aggressive all 
the time.”

Alcaraz grabbed the first break 
of the contest in the final game of a 
tight first set.

From there he was in control. He 
broke Paul twice in the second set 
and again early in the third.

He finished it off with a gutsy 
hold of serve in which he saved a 
pair of break points, the second with 
a swinging forehand volley that he 
followed with a forehand winner 
to set up the only match point he 
needed.

“I’m really happy with the 
performance today,” Alcaraz said.

Shelton, who needed four sets 
in each of his first three matches, 
raised his game to dismantle former 
world number three Tsitsipas in just 
one hour and 52 minutes.

The American, riding high after 
a strong August that included a 
title at the ATP Montreal Masters, 
blasted a dozen aces and never 
faced a break point.

“I played a complete match 
from start to finish,” said Shelton, 
who was looking forward to taking 
on Alcaraz.

“I think the level that he’s 
been playing at is really, really 

impressive. To not play for five 
months then do what he’s done so 
far this tournament has been super-
human.”

“I think it’s going to be fireworks 
on Tuesday* night,” Shelton said.

Sabalenka on track
Sabalenka kept her bid for a rare 

US Open three-peat on track with 
a 6-4, 6-3 victory over American 
Taylor Townsend.

The Belarusian, whose world 
number one ranking is on the line in 
New York, will face a tough quarter-
final against sixth-ranked Czech Nos-
kova, who edged dangerous Ukrainian 
Marta Kostyuk 7-5, 5-7, 6-4.

Sabalenka needed all of her 
resolve against the multi-faceted 
Townsend, whose blistering service 
returns and net prowess flummoxed 
the Belarusian star in a first set that 
opened with five breaks of serve.

But her sustained power and 
precision proved too much and after 
falling behind 3-1 in the second set 
she won the last five games to seal 
the match.

“I was just trying to stay focused 
on myself and play not only point by 
point but ball by ball,” Sabalenka said.

“I’m happy that I was able to 
turn around that second set.”

Noskova needed six match 
points to seal her victory over 
Kostyuk, failing to convert two in 
the second set.

“I am more than relieved,” 
Noskova said. “This match was so 
tough, emotionally more so than 
physically.”

American Frances Tiafoe, the 
11th seed who has twice reached the 
semi-finals in Flushing Meadows, 
booked his quarter-final berth with a 
7-6 (7/1), 6-4, 7-6 (8/6) victory over 
former champion Daniil Medvedev.

“Hell of a match,” Tiafoe said. 
“I played well when it counted.”

Tiafoe will face compatriot 
Alex Michelsen for a place in the 
semi-finals. Michelsen defeated 
Argentina’s Tomas Martin 
Etcheverry 7-6 (8/6), 6-4, 6-4.

Women’s third seed Jessica 
Pegula also advanced the US cause. 
Pegula, one of the players with a 
chance to supplant Sabalenka atop 
the rankings in New York, reached 
the last eight with a 6-3, 6-4 victory 
over Romanian Sorana Cirstea.

She will play fellow American 
Emma Navarro, who defeated Anna 
Kalinskaya 6-4, 6-2.

*The game will be played 
at around 8:10 a.m. tomorrow 
morning Macau time.  – AFP/MPD

England quick Archer in ‘good place’ after injuries

World No.1 An sends Asian Games warning 
with China hat-trick

‘Super-human’ Alcaraz books US Open 
quarters clash with Shelton



French President Emmanuel Macron (right) welcomes his South Korean counterpart Lee Jae Myung at the “Lumière Summit” 
meeting on the future of cinema and the moving-image industry at the Maeght Foundation in Saint-Paul-de-Vence, southeastern 
France, yesterday.            – AFP
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of the world’s most celebrated 
filmmakers, including Park Chan-
wook, who chaired the Cannes film 
festival jury this year, and Bong 
Joon-ho, the Oscar-winning director 
of “Parasite”.

The organisers hope the event 
at the Maeght Foundation for 
contemporary art will help spur 
action to support the film industry, 
which has been weakened by falling 
cinema attendance and competition 
from streaming platforms.

Both Macron and Lee warned 
about the advance of AI.

“We would be making a 
tremendous mistake if this 
technology became a tool that 
replaces, or claims to replace, 
creators,” Macron said.

Lee said that artificial 
intelligence should develop in 
“a more responsible and human-
centred way”.

“The film and audiovisual 
industry must be rooted in human 
creativity and must resonate with 
human emotions,” he said.

‘Artistic freedom’
The two leaders called for 

action to safeguard independent 
cinemas and diversity in film and 
pledged to invest substantially in 
the audiovisual sector.

“Together, we are committing 
one billion euros [US$1.15 billion] 
over five years to create what we 

have called the Lumière Partnership, 
an initiative dedicated to supporting 
the audiovisual sector and cultural 
sovereignty,” the French president 
said.

An informed source said half the 
money would come from France’s 
state investment bank Bpifrance, 
and the rest from South Korea.

Executives from streaming giant 
Netflix and social media platform 
TikTok attended the event.

But key players such as YouTube 
and Meta, the parent company of 
Instagram, declined invitations.

Leading generative AI 
companies were also absent.

They have been accused by 
rights holders of using film and 
audiovisual works to train their 
models without permission.

Discussions between film 
executives and government leaders 
took place behind closed doors.

Ahead of the event, Oscar-
winning director Martin Scorsese 
called for efforts to preserve 
cinema’s heritage.

“We need to protect artistic 
freedom all across the world,” the 
organisers quoted him as saying.

Gaetan Bruel, head of France’s 
National Cinema Centre (CNC), 
which helped organise the 
gathering, said it was time for 
“concrete measures”, even if it was 
impossible “to solve every problem 
in a single day”.      – AFP

French, S Korean presidents warn at 
film summit of AI risks to creativity

VENICE – German director 
Wim Wenders clarified his views 
about the relationship between 
filmmakers and politics on Sunday 
after he caused an outcry at the 
Berlin film festival earlier this 
year.

Speaking in Venice, where he 
is presenting a new film about 
Swiss architect Peter Zumthor, the 
“Paris, Texas” director said he had 
been misunderstood.

While serving as the head of the 
jury at the Berlin film festival in 
February, Wenders told reporters 
that filmmakers “cannot really 
enter the field of politics” when 
he was asked about Germany’s 
support for Israel throughout the 
Gaza war.

“What I said then is that as 
filmmakers, we are the opposite 
of politicians. We have empathy. 
Politicians work without 
empathy,” Wenders told reporters 

at the Venice Film Festival when 
asked if he had reconsidered his 
views.

“We are not working with 
a mindset of politicians, we 
are working with a mindset of 
empathetic people. And we are into 
changing things. I say that again 
and I hope you’re not misquoting 
me and saying we have to stay 
out of politics because we do the 
opposite. We are the antidote,” he 
added.

At Venice’s opening press 
conference last Wednesday, jury 
president Maggie Gyllenhaal 
weighed in on the topic, saying 
that movies are “fundamentally, 
undeniably political”.

The war in Gaza has been a 
frequent political flashpoint at 
European film festivals, with 
organisers and movie industry 
leading lights asked for their views 
on the conflict.   – AFP

Wim Wenders clarifies views 
on film and politics

German director Wim Wenders attends the photocall of “From inside out – 
The architecture of Peter Zumthor” presented out of competition at the 83rd 
International Venice Film Festival, at Venice Lido on Sunday.         – AFP 

LOS ANGELES – “Spider-
Man: Brand New Day” has 
claimed the top spot in North 
American box office sales for the 
sixth straight week, an industry 
group said on Sunday.

The superhero film with by 
Tom Holland and real-life wife 
Zendaya brought in another US$18 
million over the long Labor Day 
weekend in the United States, down 
20 percent on last weekend’s take.

The latest Marvel blockbuster, 
which had the biggest debut 
weekend of all time at the 
domestic box office, has now 
brought in US$918 million in the 
United States and Canada since its 
July 31 release – and an additional 
US$1.48 billion internationally, 
according to industry monitor 
Exhibitor Relations.

Christopher Nolan’s epic 
“The Odyssey,” distributed by 

Universal, moved up a notch to 
second place as it took in another 
US$13 million in its eighth week 
in cinemas, for a domestic total of 
US$584.7 million.

Third place went to the much-
delayed, mixed animation-and-live 
action Looney Tunes flick “Coyote 
vs. Acme,” with revenue of 
US$11.3 million as it slipped from 
second place in its second week.

Warner Bros. shelved this work 
in late 2023 after filming wrapped 
up and sat on it for a US$30 million 
tax write off, until a company 
called Ketchup Entertainment 
swooped in, acquired the rights 
and finally released the movie to 
enthusiastic reviews and a strong 
start.

Making its debut, “By Any 
Means” from Paramount grabbed 
fourth place with US$7.4 million 
in sales. Mark Wahlberg and 

Yahya Abdul-Mateen II star in this 
civil rights-era crime thriller set in 
the deep south of the United States 
in the 1960s.

“This is a good opening for an 
original crime thriller,” said David 
A. Gross, a film industry watcher 
with the FranchiseRe movie 
newsletter.

“Critics’ reviews are lukewarm 
but the audience score is very 
good,” he added.

Fifth place went to Sony 
Pictures’ “Insidious: Out of the 
Further,” which scared up US$6.5 
million in the third week of 
viewing for this sixth instalment in 
the horror franchise.

Starring Amelia Eve, Brandon 
Perea and Maisie Richardson-
Sellers, it follows the story of 
a young woman who can bring 
spirits into the mortal world but is 
herself haunted.    – AFP

Still on top: ‘Spider-Man’ dominates 
N American box office

Jeremy Tordjman
SAINT-PAUL-DE-VENCE 

– French President Emmanuel 
Macron warned yesterday of the 
dangers of AI in creative sectors, 
at a summit on the future of cinema 
that brought together some of the 
world’s top entertainment figures, 
including major US studios.

Hollywood star George Clooney 
– who has a home in southeastern 
France – lent some of his star power 
to the French event, which brought 
together more than 200 guests from 
dozens of countries, including top 
executives from US studios such as 
Sony Pictures and Disney.

Called the Lumiere summit, in a 
nod to Auguste and Louis Lumière, 
the French brothers considered the 
inventors of the motion picture, the 
event took place in the medieval 
village of Saint-Paul-de-Vence near 
Nice and was co-chaired by South 
Korean President Lee Jae Myung.

South Korea is home to some 
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Only the front!
The “Bazaar” float during the flower parade in 
Zundert, the Netherlands, on Sunday. Founded in 
1936, the Zundert Flower Parade is renowned for 
its gigantic flower floats.                     – Xinhua

Taking it slow
A man wearing a costume races a donkey 
through the streets of the southern Lebanese 
town of Roum during its annual summer festival, 
a tradition dating back to 1964, near the city of 
Jezzine on Sunday.                     – AFP

Auspicious 108
A man walks past vertical prayer flags, also known 
as Manidhar or Darchog, used to honour deceased 
loved ones, near the Chele La Pass in Bhutan on 
Friday.             – AFP

Great ambassador
French journalists interact with Larry the cat as 
Britain’s Prime Minister hosts France’s President 
for a meeting, in Downing Street in central London 
on Thursday.           – AFP

Serious business
Driver Jermaine Robinson looks on as a turn 
marshal as one-tenth scale two-wheel-drive off-
road racing buggies navigate the rough washboard 
section of the track during a final-round main event 
of the 2026 Team Associated Vintage Off-Road 
Championships at the Orleans Arena on Sunday in 
Las Vegas, Nevada.              – AFP

Amazing piece of history
The scene depicting King Harold’s death on the 
Bayeux Tapestry during a media preview ahead 
of the official opening at the British Museum in 
central London yesterday.
The Bayeux Tapestry is an embroidered cloth 
nearly 70 metres long and 50 centimetres high 
that depicts the events leading up to the Norman 
Conquest of England in 1066, led by William the 
Conqueror, challenging Harold II, King of England, 
and culminating in the Battle of Hastings. The 11th-
century work arrived in London in July for a sell-
out exhibition, which opens on Thursday.      – AFP
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