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3-nation SEA tour achieves wide-
ranging cooperation outcomes: Sam

189 cooperation deals signed

Tony Wong

Before returning to Macau on Saturday
afternoon from his eight-day working visit to
three Southeast Asian countries — Singapore,
Indonesia, and Malaysia, Chief Executive
Sam Hou Fai summarised his second overseas
trip in his capacity as the chief executive of
the Macao Special Administrative Region
(MSAR) during a press briefing in Kuala
Lumpur on Saturday morning, where he
underlined that his official visit to the three
countries has comprehensively strengthened
the overall level of cooperation between
Macau and them — as well as with ASEAN.

ASEAN is the abbreviation of the
11-member Association of Southeast Asian
Nations. It is headquartered in Jakarta.

Sam departed from Macau on August 29
for an eight-day working visit to the three
Southeast Asian countries. He was leading
a delegation comprising local officials and
about 120 business representatives on his visit
to the three countries.

They visited Singapore, Jakarta in
Indonesia and Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia.

During the press briefing, according
to a statement by the Macao Government
Information Bureau (GCS) on Saturday,
Sam said that the three-country visit has also
promoted Macau’s successful implementation
of the “One Country, Two Systems” principle
and the MSAR’s 3" Five-Year Plan. The
visit has bolstered exchanges with the three

Germany'’s far-right AfD wins landslide victory I

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai addresses a press briefing in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday summarising his

working visit to Singapore, Indonesia, and Malaysia.

countries and deepened pragmatic cooperation
in fields such as economic and trade, tourism,
education, and culture, achieving its intended
objectives, he said.

Sam said that the eight-day visit featured
a full schedule, rich in content, comprising
37 events. The events included: official
meetings; receptions; business promotional
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events; site visits to local projects; delivering a
speech at a university; exchanging views with
overseas Chinese leaders and representatives
from Chinese chambers of commerce; and
organising cultural exhibitions and education-
promotion activities.

Sam noted that as part of the visit by the
MSAR delegation, he also met with leaders

and senior officials from the three countries
and the ASEAN Secretariat.

Sam noted that they included Singapore’s
Prime Minister and Minister for Finance
Lawrence Wong Shyun Tsai, Indonesia’s
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs
Airlangga Hartarto, Malaysia’s Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance Anwar
Ibrahim, and ASEAN Secretary-General Kao
Kim Hourn.

4 major achievements

Sam said that the visit has made
achievements in four major aspects.

First, the visit helped strengthen external
exchanges and promote Macau’s successful
implementation of the “One Country, Two
Systems” principle. Sam underlined that he
had taken every opportunity to introduce
Macau’s successful implementation of the
“One Country, Two Systems” principle and
its 3 Five-Year Plan to the international
community, thereby effectively conveying
Macau’s story to the outside world.

Sam noted that this helped demonstrate the
strong vitality and unique value of the great
institution of the “One Country, Two Systems”
principle, and it also gave various sectors in
the three countries a more comprehensive
and objective understanding of Macau’s
considerable development achievements since
its return to the motherland.

Continued on p.7

in regional election

MAGDEBURG - Germany’s
far-right AfD won a landslide
victory in a key regional election
yesterday, taking at least 44 percent
of the vote according to exit polls
by two public broadcasters.

“We have made history today,”
said a jubilant Ulrich Siegmund,
the 35-year-old lead candidate of
the anti-immigration Alternative for
Germany in Saxony-Anhalt state.

It was however too early to know
whether the AfD will have enough
votes for an absolute majority that
would allow it to govern a state
alone for the first time.

The centre-right  Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) of
Chancellor Friedrich Merz came a
distant second, winning around 18.5
percent, according to exit polls by
broadcasters ARD and ZDF.

Depending on the eventual
count, the CDU’s state premier Sven
Schulze would hope to still be able
to form a new multi-party coalition
to block the AfD from power.

All major parties have so far
maintained a “firewall” of non-
cooperation with the AfD.

Siegmund, the AfD’s telegenic
top candidate, has ambitions to lead

a political revolution from Saxony-
Anhalt that would propel the party
to national victory in 2029.

In order to replace migrant
workers, the AfD wants to lure
back German expatriates, while
offering “baby bonuses” for
families to reverse the shrinking
of the population in the small state
of 2.1 million inhabitants.

The strong AfD win also heaps
pressure on Merz, who has vowed
to reboot a stagnant economy and
restrict irregular immigration, but
has seen his party beaten by the AfD
in national surveys too. — AFP, MPD

Honorary horse riders move in formation during the opening ceremony of a Naadam
festival in Durbote Mongolian Autonomous County, Daging City, Heilongjiang
Province, yesterday. The event was held yesterday, featuring cultural performances
and folk activities that offered tourists and local residents a celebration of traditional
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grassland culture. “Naadam” means “Games” in Mongolian. - Xinhua
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Top US military officials face lie- Germany ‘wants war again’: China, Portugal deepen coopera-
detectors in leak hunt: reports Russian FM tion in marine science, engineering

The Pentagon has launched a lie-detector dragnet to comb Germany “wants war again”, the Russian foreign The CAE-PAE Forum on Marine Technology and Ocean
through high-ranking military officials and identify who : minister said in an interview published yesterday, Engineering was held in Lisbon last week to discuss China-Por-
leaked information about US munitions stockpiles, according : dismissing Berlin’s accusation that Russia was to blame tugal cooperation in marine technology and ocean engineering.
to US press reports. — Story on p. 10 for a drone attack on Leipzig airport. — Storyonp. 11 — Story on p. 12
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5 mainlanders arrested
over HK$40,000 casino
chip robbery

Staff Reporter

The Judiciary Police (PJ) have
arrested five men from the Chinese
mainland after they robbed a young
gambler of HK$40,000 (41,200
patacas) in casino chips during an
illicit currency exchange deal, PJ
spokeswoman Leong Sok Man said
during a special press conference on
Friday.

Leong identified the first
suspect as Xu, 38, a lorry driver;
the second as Zhu, 29, who owns a
clothing business; the third as Zhao,
42, self-employed; the fourth as
Zhu, 33, a logistics worker; and the
fifth as Liu, 39, who said that he is
unemployed. All five are Chinese
mainland residents.

Leong noted that the victim had
arrived in Macau on August 29 and
was later informed by his cousin that
Xu, a friend of the cousin, wished to
exchange renminbi for Hong Kong
dollars. The victim subsequently
contacted Xu via WeChat.

Leong added that the pair agreed
to exchange 34,800 yuan (41,800
patacas) for HK$40,000 in casino
chips, arranging to meet in a hotel
room in Cotai at roughly 9:00 p.m.
on Wednesday.

When the victim arrived, he
discovered four other men inside the
room. During the transaction, Xu

e = >t <
Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the five hooded robbery suspects to a PJ van

outside the PJ headquarters in Zape on Friday.

abruptly snatched four HK$10,000
chips from him before the quintet
fled the scene, Leong said.

Although the victim gave
chase, he failed to catch them. He
subsequently reported the robbery
to the police at around 12:23 a.m.
on Thursday.

PJ officers identified the five
suspects and apprehended four of
them at the hotel and in the sur-
rounding area at roughly 1:00 a.m.
that day. Liu was arrested at the
hotel at about 3:00 a.m.

According to Leong, under
questioning, the five men admitted
to the robbery, adding that PJ
officers recovered HK$36,500 in
suspected proceeds from them.

Leong also said that the suspects
had allocated their roles prior to the
robbery. Liu had booked the hotel
room, whilst the fourth suspect had
agreed with Xu to receive the stolen
chips, convert them into cash, and
use the proceeds for gambling.

The five men have been
transferred to the Public Prosecutions
Office (MP) to face robbery charges.

Leong added that the police
would launch a separate inves-
tigation into the victim and his
cousin, considering that they had
engaged in illicit currency
exchange activities. B
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Macau Weather

CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY
PERIODS.

ONE OR TWO SHOWERS. LIGHT
WINDS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE
BETWEEN 65% AND 95%.

Source: SMG |
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Police arrest Pakistani HK man
for cocaine smuggling

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ)
arrested a Pakistani Hong Kong
man for drug trafficking on
Thursday, PJ spokeswoman Leong
Sok Man said during a special
press conference on Friday.

Leong identified the suspect as
a 37-year-old renovation worker
surnamed Ha.

According to Leong, based on
intelligence analysis, the Judiciary
Police identified Ha as being sus-
pected of smuggling drugs from
Hong Kong into Macau, and had
tracked his movements. On Thurs-
day evening, the Judiciary Police
observed Ha entering Macau via
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge (HZMB) Macao Port (immi-
gration checkpoint), Leong said,
adding that officers immediately
followed him, intercepting him
near the checkpoint for inspection.

PJ officers seized two packets
of suspected drugs in Ha’s trouser
pocket.

Subsequent testing confirmed

the substance to be cocaine, with a
total weight of around 52.11 grams,
Leong said.

The investigation revealed that
Ha had been smuggling drugs from
Hong Kong into Macau since last

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded drug trafficking suspect to a PJ
van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape on Friday.
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month and selling them to revellers
in nightclubs to make a profit.

Ha was transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP)
on Friday, facing a drug trafficking

charge. m

Zhuhai Customs seizes 1,234 cigars
at Gongbei Port

Armindo Neves

Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs
announced in a statement on
Saturday that its officers seized
1,234 cigars from a Macau driver
at Gongbei Port (immigration
checkpoint) on August 27.

In the statement, Gongbei
Customs identified the smuggler as
a Macau resident surnamed Choi.

On that day, the statement
said, Choi drove a Guangdong-
Macau dual-plate vehicle into the
mainland through the checkpoint.

During a routine inspection,
customs officers noticed an
abnormality in the wvehicle’s
boot and carried out a focused
inspection. Hidden inside the
spare tyre compartment, beneath
the driver’s and front passenger’s
seats, in the seat-back storage
pockets, and inside the front
passenger’s glove compartment,
officers discovered 62 boxes of
cigars plus one loose bag, totalling
1,234 cigars.

Gongbei Customs reminded
the public that tobacco products
are restricted items for entry into
the Chinese mainland. According
to relevant regulations, frequent
border crossers (those entering the
mainland more than once within
15 days) are allowed a duty-
free allowance of 40 cigarettes
(including heated cigarettes), or
two cigars, or 40 grams of pipe
tobacco each time they enter the
mainland.

Macau Customs seizes 1
tonne of chicken feet
Macao Customs Service officers
raided a parallel-trading den in the
peninsula’s northern district on
Thursday where they seized 1,000 kg
of frozen chicken feet worth around

This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs on Saturday

.........

shows cigars seized by its officers at Gongbei Port on August 27.
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This handout photo released by the Macau Customs Service on Friday shows
chicken feet weighing 1 tonne in total, stored at room temperature, at a parallel
trading den in the Macau peninsula’s northern district on Thursday.

13,000 patacas in total.

According to Friday’s state-
ment, customs officers detained
for questioning a 58-year-old local
female who ran the den and had
hired parallel traders to smuggle
frozen chicken feet from Macau to
the Chinese mainland.

The suspect faces a fine in
compliance with the relevant
provisions listed in the External
Trade Law, the statement said.

Moreover, the  statement
added, the suspect violated

the Food Safety Law as the
supposedly frozen chicken feet
were actually stored merely at
room temperature, adding that
the Macau Customs Service has
meanwhile transferred the case
to the Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM) for follow-up action.

Meanwhile, as the business
premises in question did not
possess a valid operating licence,
the case has been referred to the
Financial Services Bureau (DSF)
for follow-up. m
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Local govt launches
aerospace-themed website

Khalel Vallo

The local government launched
a dedicated website on Friday under
the theme “Fulfilling the Space
Dream Together, Joining Hands for
National Rejuvenation”, following
the successful launch of the Shenzhou
23 manned spacecraft*, according to
a statement by the government.

The website highlights aerospace-
themed promotional activities organ-
ised in Macau and Hong Kong, as
well as the development of the nation’s
space technology and the two special
administrative regions’ participation in
the country’s aerospace programme,
the statement noted.

The government said that the
initiative aims to support Macau’s
integration into and contribution
to national development, while
promoting technological innovation
and science education, the statement
noted, underlining that it will also
help local residents, particularly
young people and students, learn
more about the development and
achievements of their country’s
manned space programme.

According to the statement,
the website features updates on
Shenzhou 23, the latest aerospace-
related activities in Macau and
Hong Kong, the country’s aerospace
development, achievements by
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local residents participating in the
national aerospace programme, and
science education resources.

An interactive section includes
electronic postcards and ‘“Macau
Letters”, allowing residents to send
greetings, encouragement and sup-
port to the Shenzhou 23 astronauts.

The government encouraged
residents to visit the dedicated
website  (https:/www.gcs.gov.mo/
aerospacedream/) to learn about
China’s acrospace achievements and
explore Macau’s contributions to
the national aerospace programme,
the statement noted.

The website is only available
in the Chinese and Portuguese
languages. m

*Shenzhou 23 is a Chinese
crewed spaceflight launched on
May 24, 2026, to conduct research
and station maintenance aboard the
Tiangong space station. The mission
crew consists of commander Zhu
Yangzhu, flight operator Zhang
Zhiyuan, and payload specialist
Lai Ka-ying, who made history as
the first taikonaut from Hong Kong.
As part of the crew’s operational
objectives, Zhang is scheduled to
complete a full-year stay in orbit to
evaluate long-duration spaceflight
effects ahead of China'’s planned
lunar missions. — Gemini
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This screenshot provided by the local government on Friday shows the Chinese

version of its aerospace-themed website.
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Residents share mental health,
suicide stigmas: vox pop

Khalel Vallo

As this Thursday marks World
Suicide Prevention Day, according
to the World Health Organisation
(WHO), the Post spoke with four
young residents yesterday about
how they wunderstand suicide
prevention, the difficulties people
may face when seeking help, and
how friends, families, schools and
society can provide support.

For 17-year-old high school
student Ali, suicide prevention
means ensuring that people
experiencing difficulties do not
feel isolated.

“To me, suicide prevention
means making sure people do not
feel alone when they are strug-
gling,” Ali said, adding that listen-
ing without judgment, recognising
warning signs and helping people
access support are important to
overcome suicide stigmas.

Ali said that people in Macau
are becoming more open to discuss-
ing mental health, although some
remain uncomfortable because of
concerns about judgment, misun-
derstanding or family shame. The
student also pointed to embarrass-
ment, privacy concerns, cost and
uncertainty about where to seek
help as possible barriers.

Cedric, 22, who is a part timer,
similarly said that hesitation
and fear of being dismissed can
prevent people from speaking
openly.

“People hold back because
they’re afraid of being mocked,
told to ‘be a man,” or made to
feel like nobody actually cares,”
Cedric said regarding whether
local residents feel comfortable
discussing suicide and mental
health.

Healso stressed the importance
of paying attention to changes in
a friend or loved one’s behaviour
and maintaining contact with
people who may be struggling.
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For Cedric, support means helping
people through difficult periods
rather than leaving them to cope
alone.

Hiro, 17, who is also a senior
high-school student, said suicide
prevention involves  helping
people out of a difficult period
in which suicide may appear to
be their only option. She said
that academic pressure and
expectations surrounding young
people can make it difficult to
prioritise mental wellbeing.

“The biggest barrier to seeking
help while struggling is being seen
as less important, or as a failure,”
Hiro said.

Hiro also highlighted the
importance of  recognising
struggles early, stating that
her personal difficulties had
previously gone unnoticed and
eventually reached a critical point.
She also said earlier recognition
could have made a difference.

For 22-year-old Omar, also
a part timer, greater awareness
of mental health among younger
generations has emerged in recent
years, but awareness does not
necessarily translate into knowing
how to respond to someone
experiencing severe distress.

“However, there is a distinct

gap Dbetween awareness and
actionable care,” Omar said,
arguing that mental health
education could be more deeply
incorporated into schools,
workplaces and everyday life.

Omar said that meaningful
support does not necessarily
require  finding the perfect
words. Instead, it can involve
listening, remaining present and
offering  practical assistance,
such as helping someone access
counselling or accompanying
them to an appointment.

The four interviewees gave
different perspectives on suicide
prevention, but  emphasised
the importance of reducing
judgment and isolation and
making support easier to access.
Their responses also highlight
the importance of recognising
that people experiencing mental
health difficulties may not always
directly ask for help.

For Omar, the most important
response is not necessarily a
motivational speech, but simply
being present.

“People worry so much about
finding the right words or fixing
the problem, but really, just
listening and being present is what
matters,” Omar said. B

Govt hopes WTT ticket perks will boost Zape spending

Staff Reporter

The local government has launched
a cross-departmental campaign offering
shopping incentives to spectators of the
WTT Champions Macao 2026, aiming
to encourage residents and visitors to
explore Zape and boost trade for local
small and medium-sized enterprises.

Zape is a Portuguese acronym for
Zona de Aterro do Porto Exterior,
which translates to Outer Harbour Land
Reclamation Zone.

The “Ticket Perks x WTT
Champions Macao 2026 campaign was
jointly announced by the Economic and
Technological Development Bureau
(DSEDT), the Macao Government
Tourism Office (MGTO), and the
Gaming Inspection and Coordination
Bureau (DICJ) at an open-air press
conference on Friday afternoon at the
junction of two streets in Zape, Rua de
Cantdo and Rua de Pequim.

Under the initiative, holders of valid
World Table Tennis (WTT) tournament

tickets can claim three instant-discount
vouchers worth a total of 150 patacas
until September 13 by presenting their
tickets and scanning a QR code at
designated MGTO information counters,
tournament booths, and the Zape carnival
venue.

The vouchers provide 20 patacas
off purchases of 68 patacas or more, 30
patacas off purchases of 108 patacas or
more, and 100 patacas off purchases of
298 patacas or more.

The campaign has been divided into
three promotional phases: September 7-9,
September 10-11, and September 12-13,
with each ticket holder permitted to claim
the offer once during each period. The
vouchers can be redeemed at roughly 500
designated shops across Zape.

Meanwhile, a fan support zone
has been set up along pedestrianised
stretches of Rua de Cantdo and Rua de
Pequim from tomorrow through Sunday.
The area features a six-metre themed
installation, an interactive fan wall, and

displays of rackets signed by players.

The ticket-perks scheme is also tied
in with the “Rhythm in Zape - Carnival
of Cultural and Sports Consumption
— Flash Mob from the Table Tennis
Ring to the WTT in the Commercial
Zones”, which will be held in Zape to
enhance the tournament atmosphere
and give spectators a more immersive
experience, according to the Friday
press conference. The event features
tournament-themed photo spots (known
as “da kat” in Cantonese), interactive
activities, and game stalls, amongst
other attractions, encouraging visitors to
explore the neighbourhood whilst taking
in the excitement of the competition.

The WTT Champions Macao 2026
will be hosted by Galaxy Entertainment
Group (GEG) at the Macao East Asian
Games Dome in Cotai between tomorrow
and Sunday.

For more information about the
events, please visit the DSEDT website:
www.dsedt.gov.mo/ticket2026.

DSEDT Industry and Commerce Development Department Business
Promotion Division Chief Lai Chi Wai (centre), MGTO Tourism
Product and Events Department Chief Ip Weng San (left), and DICJ
Studies and Information Analysis Division Acting Chief Eveline
Phuong look on during Friday’s press conference on Rua de Pequim

in Zape. - Photo: Sherwin Hng
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Orbis Macau Director of Development Isabel da Silva (first from left) and Orbis International President and CEO Kathleen Sherwin
(third from left) pose with officiating guests during Friday’s Orbis Flying Eye Hospital - Macau Program launch ceremony.

- Photos taken during Friday’s media tour and launch event by Rui Pastorin
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Orbis Flying Eye Hospital returns to Macau,
marks 1t simulation project locally

Rui Pastorin

he globally renowned Orbis Flying Eye
Hospital arrived in Macau last Monday for
its first-ever simulation-based training project
hosted in the city, with a launch event held on
Friday at the local airport.

The occasion marked the flying hospital’s
first visit to Macau since 2016, with the plane being in Macau
until September 23.

The training project, which takes place over two weeks,
has 70 ophthalmologists and nurses from eight Orbis partner
hospitals representing 11 cities across China receiving
advanced simulation training and mentorship both onboard
the plane and the Kiang Wu Nursing College of Macau. These
participants will eventually go on to serve over 245,000
patients in China annually.

According to information provided during the media tour
held prior to the ceremony, training will focus on simulated
cataract, glaucoma, strabismus*, medical retina, and nursing
specialties.

Medical retina is a subspecialty within ophthalmology
that focuses on the diagnosis, medical (non-surgical)

management, and treatment of diseases affecting the retina,
macula, and vitreous, with a particular emphasis on conditions
that are primarily managed through pharmacotherapy, laser,
or observation rather than traditional surgical intervention,
according to DeepSeek.

Meanwhile, prior to the launch event, the Flying Eye
Hospital** was introduced during the media tour. Equipped
with state-of-the-art technology, facilities onboard include an
operating room, laser treatment and patient care room, pre-
and post-operative care units, and an observation room. It
also features advanced simulation tools such as artificial eyes
and other training equipment.

Reflecting on the Flying Eye Hospital’s 40-year history
during a media group interview, President and CEO of Orbis
International Kathleen Sherwin emphasised to the Post the
shift towards training the next generation of clinicians and eye
care professionals “so that they can go on and train others.”

Sherwin highlighted that the aircraft carries specialised
“train-the-trainer” equipment. But it doesn’t end there as the
they will continue to innovate, she said, just as it has been
since the beginning.

Sherwin also emphasised to reporters that the training
provided is “not just for the eye surgeons — it’s for everyone

who’s in that operating room. So we’ll also be having
important training on nursing over the next two weeks.”

Meanwhile, Orbis Macau Director of Development Isabel
da Silva told the Post that the visit provides an opportunity to
exchange ideas, while it also is a way to “thank the community
for 20 years of partnership”.

She added that bringing the training to Macau draws
vital attention to their sight-saving mission, emphasising that
vision impairment impacts not just individuals, but entire
families and communities.

“What we’re doing and the help they get will really change
lives,” da Silva said. “That’s why we say it’s life-changing.
It’s not a tagline - it’s a fact the work and the support that we
get, it’s helping us to change lives”.

*Strabismus is a visual condition in which the eyes do
not align properly with each other when looking at an object.
Commonly referred to as crossed eyes or a squint, it occurs
when the extraocular muscles controlling eye movement fail
to work in coordination, preventing both eyes from focusing
on the same point simultaneously.

*Now in its third generation of planes, the current Orbis
Flying Eye Hospital is an MD- 10 donated by FedEx employees
in 2016 and was a former cargo plane. -Orbis, MPD




MONDAY September 7, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

The Macau Post Daily

MACAU

Macao Int’l Music Festival (MIMF) features
12 activities & 10 programmes

Ida Cheong

The 38" Macao International
Music Festival (MIMF) will be held
from October 2 to November 29,
featuring 10 programmes presented
by  world-renowned musicians
and emerging young talents, one
piano camp, and 12 “Floating
Notes Across the City” activities,
including Chinese opera, Western
opera, contemporary masterpieces,
and symphonic concerts, Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC) President
Deland Leong Wai Man announced
in a press conference on Friday.

The press conference for the
month-long music festival was
held at the Macao Cultural Centre
(MCC) in Nape.

Tickets will go on sale through
Enjoy Macao Ticketing from 10:00 a.m.
on September 13. Various discounts are
available for this year’s MIMF.

Leong noted that the total
budget for the festival is 31 million
patacas, which is a similar amount
to previous years.

This edition of the festival kicks
off with “My Grand View Garden”
— Yue Opera*. Led by first-class
mainland Chinese actress Chen
Lijun, this production combines
delicate, melodious singing with
modern stage design, according to

Staff Reporter

Macao Special Administrative
Region (MSAR) Chief Executive
Sam Hou Fai, who was on an official
visit to Malaysia, met with Malaysian
Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Anwar Ibrahim in Kuala Lumpuron
Friday, according to a Chinese-
language statement released by the
Macao Government Information
Bureau (GCS) on Friday night.

The two sides exchanged views
on strengthening  cooperation
between Macao and Malaysia in
various fields, including trade,
tourism, and culture, and expressed
their hope that this visit would
serve as an opportunity to further
deepen mutual trust and ties and
expand cooperation.

Sam thanked Anwar and the
Malaysian government for supporting
the MSAR delegation’s visit and
providing various forms of assistance.
He said that since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between China
and Malaysia, bilateral relations
have maintained healthy and stable
development,  with  pragmatic
cooperation continuously deepening
and people-to-people exchanges
becoming increasingly close.

Last year, Sam noted, President
Xi Jinping paid a state visit to
Malaysia, and both sides jointly
established the high-level strategic
China-Malaysia community of
shared future. The MSAR is willing
to work with Malaysia to implement
the important consensus reached by
the leaders of the two countries,
strengthen =~ macro-policy  and
industrial alignment, and expand

| Festival Interna¢iona! de Musica cde Macav
38" Macao International Music Festival

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) Deland Leong Wai Man (centre) and other representatives
look on during Friday’s press conference about the 38" Macao International Music
Festival (MIMF) at the Macao Cultural Centre (MCC) in Nape.

an IC statement.

Marking the centenary of its
world premiere, the festival will
present “Turandot — Three-Act Italian
Opera”** by Giacomo Puccini,
directed by international actor Jackie
Chan of Hong Kong in his directorial
debut, the statement said.

In order to further leverage the
festival in developing musical talents,
two young local string musicians,
Nina Wong and Hoi Yan Lok, will
collaborate ~with internationally
acclaimed composer and conductor,
Chinese-born American Tan Dun, in
Mozart’s double concerto for violin
and viola; and the joint performance

Sam meets

mutually beneficial cooperation in
various fields, Sam said.

He briefed Anwar on the
development achievements of Macao
in successfully implementing “One
Country, Two Systems,” stating
that “One Country, Two Systems”
has strong vitality and institutional
advantages, and its inherent values
of peace, inclusiveness, openness,
and sharing deserve to be jointly
safeguarded. Sam pointed out that
although Macao is small, it is backed
by the vast market of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area (GBA) and even the Chinese
mainland, possessing  unique
advantages of “internal and external
connectivity,” a “l1+4” economic
diversification development layout,
and the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin as a
strategic development hinterland,
thus ushering in unprecedented
opportunities.

Sam underlined that Malaysia
is an important partner for Macao
in deepening its economic and
trade ties and cultural exchanges
with Southeast Asia. He welcomed
more Malaysian enterprises to
expand their businesses in Macao
and Hengqin, and to use Macao
as a platform to further connect
with the markets of the Chinese
mainland and Portuguese-speaking
countries, expanding the breadth
and depth of cooperation.

Sam also noted that Malaysia is
an important source of international
tourists for Macao. Macao is
committed to improving its Muslim-
friendly tourism environment and

of young local pianist Chan Chon
Teng and musicians from the Macao
Orchestra in the concert “Bravo
Macao!”, showcasing the vitality of
the new generation, the statement said.

The statement noted that
marking 2026 as the China-Brazil
Cultural Year, the concert “Brazilian
Body Beats” by Barbatuques will
showcase creative body percussion
by transforming heartbeats, clapping,
stamping, and vocals into a surging
rhythm. In addition, the Lisboa
String Trio and Sofia Vitéria from
Portugal will present the concert
“Concrete Songs and Other Stories”.

Meanwhile, renowned Shenyang

i

This poster provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) on Friday shows a scene

from Turandot - Three Act Italian Opera’.

piano maestro Lang Lang will
present the concert Lang Lang in
Recital: Iberian Rhapsody, offering
the audience a magnificent musical
feast, and British-born New Zealand
Oscar-winning ~ visual artist ~ Sir
Richard Taylor will engage in a
cross-disciplinary dialogue with Lang
Lang, the statement said, adding
that Laurence Cummings, a highly
acclaimed British conductor, will
join hands with the Macao Orchestra
and Iranian-Canadian countertenor
Cameron Shahbazi to present the
ethereal sonority of the Baroque era. m

* Yue Opera (1813) is the second
most popular Chinese opera genre

Malaysian PM Anwar in KL

Macao SAR Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (left) shakes hands with Malaysian Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Anwar Ibrahim in Kuala Lumpuron Friday. - Photo: GCS

hopes that the industries of Macao
and Malaysia will build closer
communication channels.

Sam said he believes that with
regular flights, tourism cooperation
between the two sides will reach a
new level. Furthermore, the MSAR
Government is actively promoting
the setting-up of the Macao
International Integrated Tourism
and Culture Zone and welcomes
Malaysian cultural institutions
and performing arts groups to
participate in it, jointly promoting
the development of the cultural and
tourism industry, Sam stressed.

Sam underlined that
negotiations on the wupgraded
protocol of the China-ASEAN
Free Trade Area 3.0 have been
completed, which is of great

significance for further promoting
trade relations between China and
ASEAN and also offers important
insights for Macao. He suggested
that Macao and Malaysia should
actively consider signing a free
trade agreement (FTA) and an
agreement for the avoidance of
double taxation, jointly creating a
more favourable environment for
economic and trade exchanges and
investment cooperation.

Anwar welcomed the delegation
of the MSAR Government and busi-
nesspeople led by Sam Hou Fai to
Malaysia to discuss further coopera-
tion between Malaysia and Macao,
and expressed high appreciation for
Macao’s achievements in economic
development and social governance.
He affirmed the proposals for both

after Beijing Opera. Originating
in Shengzhou (Shaoxing, Zhejiang
Province) in the early 20th century,
it expanded rapidly  through
Shanghai to become one of the
nation’s premier regional art forms.
— Gemini

**Turandot is Giacomo
Puccini’s final, unfinished
masterpiece — a dramatic three-
act Italian opera set in a mythical,
ancient China. Premiered at La
Scala in Milan in 1926 (completed
after Puccini’s death by Franco
Alfano), it is renowned for its
grand orchestral scale and intense
emotional power. — Gemini

sides to study the signing of an FTA
and an agreement for the avoidance
of double taxation, believing that
it would help Malaysia and Macao
continue to deepen economic and
trade cooperation and two-way in-
vestment.

Anwar also said that the two
governments should promote stronger
cooperation between their respective
industries in areas such as healthcare,
education, science and technology,
and tourism. Malaysia will continue
to leverage its  geographical
advantages to help Macao deepen
its close ties and exchanges with
ASEAN, Anwar said.

During the meeting, both sides
reviewed the historical ties and
cultural exchanges between Macao
and Malaysia. Looking to the future,
both sides agreed that there was
broad space and great potential for
cooperation between the two places

Also present at the meeting
were Chinese Ambassador to
Malaysia Ouyang Yujing, Secretary
for Economy and Finance Dora
Ng Wai Han, Chief of the Chief
Executive’s Office Chan Kak, as
well as Malaysian Deputy Minister
of Investment, Trade and Industry
Sim Tze Tzin, the Prime Minister’s
Chief Principal Secretary Datuk
Shahrol Anuwar Sarman, and
Deputy Secretary-General (Bilateral
Affairs) Datuk Syed Mohamad
Hasrin Tengku Hussin. m

Editor s note: Translation of the
Macao Government Information
Bureau'’s  unabridged  Chinese-
language statement arranged and
edited by the Post.
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Macau’s 6 IRs donate to
mudslide-stricken Xizang

Rui Pastorin

Macau’s six integrated resorts
(IR) operators have each extended
their support for relief and post-
disaster efforts in the mudslide-
stricken Gyirong County, Xigaze,
Xizang Autonomous Region.

The donation totals 40
million patacas, with Galaxy
Entertainment Group (GEG)* and
Sands China having each donated
10 million patacas, while Melco
Resorts & Entertainment, SIM
Resorts, MGM, and Wynn have
each donated five million patacas.

All donations were remitted by
the Liaison Office of the Central
People’s Government in the Macao
SAR.

Moreover, each operator had
sent out messages in separate
statements,  expressing  their
sympathies and solidarity for all
those affected by the tragedy.

Sands China

Sands China Executive Vice
Chairman Wilfred Wong Ying Wai
said in a statement that the company
hopes to “play our part through
this donation, by supporting
emergency relief operations, the
resettlement of affected residents,
and post-disaster reconstruction
efforts. Through these actions,
we aim to provide immediate
assistance to those impacted and
stand in solidarity with the local
communities. We sincerely wish
all those affected a swift recovery
and a return to normal life. We are
confident that, under the strong
leadership of the nation and with
the unwavering care and support of

all sectors of society, the affected
communities will overcome these
challenges, rebuild their homes and
livelihoods, and emerge stronger
with renewed hope for the future.”

Melco Resorts &
Entertainment

Melco Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer Lawrence Ho
Yau-lung said in a statement: “As
a Macau based company, Melco
has always actively fulfilled its
corporate  social  responsibility
and responded to the needs of
the country. By putting the spirit
of mutual support into practice
through concrete actions, we hope
this donation will bring practical
help to the affected area. Melco
will continue to closely monitor
the recovery progress and work
alongside all sectors of society to
contribute to the development of the
disaster-stricken area and the well-
being of the affected families.”

SJM Resorts

SIM Resorts Managing
Director Daisy Ho Chiu Fung
said in a statement: “As a patriotic
enterprise with deep roots in
Macau for more than 60 years, SIM
has always paid close attention
to the nation’s development and
social needs. In the face of this
disaster, we hope that our donation
will help support ongoing relief
and recovery efforts. We extend
our deepest sympathies to those
impacted by the disaster and our
highest respect to all frontline
personnel involved in the rescue
operations. We sincerely wish

those affected a swift recovery and
a return to normal life.”

MGM

In a statement, MGM China
Holdings Limited Chairperson
and Executive Director Pansy
Ho Chiu King said: “Through
this contribution, we extend our
deepest condolences to the victims,
our heartfelt sympathies to the
bereaved families and affected
residents, and our highest respect
and gratitude to the frontline rescue
workers for their tireless efforts”.

“We firmly believe that, under the
leadership of the Central Government
and the Xizang Autonomous
Region Government, the affected
area and people will overcome
these challenges and gradually
rebuild their lives and livelihoods.”

Wynn Macau

Wynn Macau, Limited Vice
Chairman and Executive Director
Linda Chen Chih Ling said in a
statement: “We hope this donation
will provide meaningful support
for ongoing relief, resettlement,
and reconstruction efforts, helping
affected residents through this
difficult period. We also extend
our highest respect and gratitude to
everyone working tirelessly on the
front lines of the rescue operation.
Wynn sincerely wishes for the
smooth progress of all rescue and
recovery efforts so that the affected
residents can rebuild their lives and
communities as soon as possible”. B

*hitps://www.macaupostdaily.
com/news/29279 (earlier statement
by Galaxy Entertainment Group)
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LRT installs new access gates
with electronic payment
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This undated handout photo provided by the Transport Bureau (DSAT), Macao Light
Rapid Transit Corporation (MLM) and the Public Works Bureau (DSOP) yesterday
shows Macao Light Rapid Transit’s (LRT) new access gates.

Ida Cheong
Aiming to facilitate travel on the
Macao Light Rapid Transit (LRT),

the Transport Bureau (DSAT)
and the Public Works Bureau
(DSOP) announced in a joint

statement yesterday that the they
have been coordinating to promote
the replacement of station access
gates with equipment providing
diversified  electronic  payment
functions for the Macao Light Rapid
Transit Corporation.

The first phase of the works
began this month at Union Hospital
Station and Lotus Station on the
Hengqin Line, and is being gradually
extended to other stations, with the
goal of completing the replacement
across the entire network and
starting trial operations by the end of
the year, the statement said, adding
that in the future, all LRT stations
will operate with both new and old
access gates simultaneously.

In addition to continuing to accept

the Macau Pass card, the new access
gates will also be compatible with
various electronic payment methods.
Residents and tourists will thus be
able to use several QR payment codes,
including local e-wallets covered by
‘Simple Pay+’, UnionPay QR, MPay,
as well as transport codes from Alipay
and WeChat, or the ‘China T-Union’
card, to enter Macau LRT stations, the
statement added.

The statement noted that
additional staff have been assigned
during the replacement period to
assist passengers and ensure orderly
circulation within the stations.

Meanwhile, in collaboration with
the Public Works Bureau and Macao
Light Rapid Transit Corporation,
the Transport Bureau will continue
to follow closely the progress of the
equipment replacement, adjusting
details as needed and announcing in
due course the arrangements for the
experimental operation of the new
access gates, the statement said. B

Govt to conduct citywide survey of old buildings, mulls urban renewal fund

Tony Wong

The government has announced
various initiatives to advance
Macau’s urban renewal, including
a feasibility study on the setting
up of a special fund to financially
support urban renewal projects, and
a citywide survey of the conditions
of old district buildings.

The initiatives were announced
during a meeting on Friday to
brief association representatives
on Macau’s 3 Five-Year Plan
regarding the government’s
transport and public works portfolio.

The meeting, which was
attended by about 60 association
representatives, was held at the
Service Platform Complex for
Commercial and Trade Cooperation
between China and Portuguese-
speaking Countries (aka Forum
Macao Complex) in Sai Van.

The meeting was open to the
media when Secretary for Transport
and Public Works Raymond Tam
Vai Man delivered his opening
speech and officials under his
portfolio gave presentations on the
3" Five-Year Plan regarding the
government’s transport and public
works portfolio. Afterwards, the
meeting was held behind closed
doors while attendees gave their

opinions and officials answered
their questions.

The Macau government announced
and published the final version of
the 3" Five-Year Plan last month.

The Macao Special Administra-
tive Region’s (MSAR) 3 Five-Year
Plan, officially known as the 3™ Five-
Year Plan for Economic and Social
Development, covers the period be-
tween 2026 and 2030.

Delivering his speech, Tam noted
that accelerating Macau’s urban
renewal is one of the government’s
major tasks over the next five
years outlined by the 3™ Five-Year
Plan. As an important project for
improving residents’ well-being,
the government will pragmatically
advance urban renewal, covering
aspects including the repair and
renovation of old buildings, the
revitalisation and beautification
of the city’s old quarters, and the
redevelopment of entire areas or
individual buildings, he underlined.

The key tasks, Tam said, will
include a citywide survey of the
conditions of old district buildings,
and exploring more flexible and
diverse urban renewal models
tailored to Macau’s own needs.

During Friday’s meeting, Lands
and Urban Construction Bureau

About 60 association representatives attend Friday’s meeting about Macau’s 3 Five-

Year Plan at the Forum Macao Complex near Macau Tower.

(DSSCU) Director Lai Weng
Leong gave a presentation on the
3" Five-Year Plan regarding the
government’s initiative to accelerate
Macau’s urban renewal.

Lai said that the government
will advance urban renewal in
four major aspects: institutional
buildings; the maintenance, repair,
and renovation of old district
buildings; the beautification and
functional reshaping of old quarters;
and the redevelopment of entire
areas or individual buildings.

Lai noted that the government
has set up a Leadership Group
for Promoting Urban Renewal
consisting of two working groups,

- Photo: Tony Wong

one of which is tasked with
studying the legislation and policies
necessary for advancing urban
renewal. The other working group
is tasked with studying technical
matters concerning urban renewal.
Lai also noted that the
government is  studying the
feasibility of extending applicants’
eligibility for its “home swap”
housing and temporary housing
earmarked for condominium unit
owners affected by urban renewal
projects. The government is also
studying possible amendments to
Macau’s current law regulating
urban renewal, with the aim of
encouraging condominium unit

owners to launch the redevelopment
of their buildings, he said.

Lai said that the government is
studying the feasibility of strengthening
the functions and autonomy of Macau
Urban Renewal Limited (MUR), with
the aim of enabling the government-
owned company to become a stronger
urban renewal platform where it will
have the power to partner with private
capital, operate on market principles,
and coordinate funding, resources, and
operations.

Lai also said that the government
is studying the feasibility of setting
up a fund to financially support
urban renewal projects.

Lai said that the government
will start next quarter a citywide
survey of the conditions of old
district buildings. The survey will be
conducted in a gradual manner, he
said, adding that it will first be carried
out in the area spanning from Rua de
Nossa Senhora do Amparo ([#7[1%
#7) to Rua da Tercena (R##7), Rua
do Infante (*2F4), Rua de Cinco de
Outubro (1 H#JH H4), and Rua
das Estalagens (- HEAET).

According to Lai, the survey in
this area will cover 292 buildings,
involving data collection, on-site
inspections, photography, and the
compilation of survey reports. B
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China’s top grain-producing
province turns paddies into
tourist destinations

Analysis

HARBIN — Surrounded by four
rice paddy art pieces stretching across
the vast fields in northeast China, a
giant piece in the form of a QR code
catches many people’s attention. It
can be scanned to access an online
store for agricultural products.

These art pieces, spanning 120,000
square meters, are located in a rice park
in the city of Fujin, northeast China’s
Heilongjiang Province. Heilongjiang,
China’s top grain-producing province,
has transformed vast paddies into
thriving  tourism  destinations,
boosting local incomes.

Turning a design into a giant
field canvas requires multiple steps,
including design, positioning, layout
marking and transplanting. Rice
varieties are selected to match the
palette: black rice for black and brown
sections, edible rice for green, and
ornamental rice for yellow and white.

However, this form of art was
far less precise in its early days.

“When we first tried in 2017, field
positioning relied entirely on manual
labor. Workers even had to stand
high with megaphones to direct the
placement,” said Wang Chao, head
of the office at the Fujin Tourism
Development Service Center.

“The designs were mostly flat.
Now, GPS positioning and 3D
composition techniques have made
the lines and layers much sharper,”
Wang noted.

This rice landscape is drawing
growing numbers of visitors.

Zhao Zihan, a tourist from the
neighboring city of Shuangyashan,
visited the spot in Fujin with her
family on a Saturday. “I’ve passed
by several times but never had the
chance to stop. This time I came
specifically to see it,” she said. “The
vast rice paddy art lifts my spirit and
fills me with hope for the future.”

Beyond admiring the scene,
visitors can now engage in increasingly
diverse and immersive experiences,
from transplanting rice and milling
grain to exploring rice growth and
camping beside the paddies.

Many of the park’s service staff
come from surrounding villages, and
the visitor flow has spurred the growth
of nearby farmstay restaurants. Wang
said related services earn participating
villagers across 10 villages an extra
4,000 yuan per person each year.

The story of agritourism is unfolding
across Heilongjiang’s vast landscape.

In Xinghuo Village, a Korean
ethnic village in Huachuan County,
the transformation is vivid.

Home to 407 households and
over 7,400 mu (around 493 hectares)
of farmland, the village sits beside a
highway amid scenic surroundings,
yet was once just an ordinary village
focused on rice cultivation.

“Back then, the roads were mostly
dirt paths. There was no work for me
in the village, so I had to go out and
make my way,” said Han Liuhua, 45,
who left for cities like Shanghai and
Qingdao, both in east China, at age 18.

In 2018, she gave up her urban
career and returned to the village,

becoming the first migrant worker
to come back in over 20 years.

“When I first opened the restaurant
in 2022, the villagers weren’t very
optimistic about me. Visitor numbers
were low back then,” Han said,
noting that the scenic area has since
brought a surge in foot traffic, and the
restaurant’s daily sales can now reach
more than 16,000 yuan.

“The distance from my office to
my restaurant is less than 50 meters.
But when tourists are at their peak,
it takes me five minutes just to
squeeze through,” Han said. “I'm
one of the biggest beneficiaries of
the village’s transformation.”

In 2025, the village’s scenic area
opened, welcoming 1.33 million
visitors, generating 300 million yuan in
revenue across the full industrial chain,
and creating jobs for over 800 people.

The scenic area has renovated
farmhouse exteriors in the traditional
Korean style, built ecological
picking gardens, and created an
8,000-square-meter giant rice paddy
art piece to develop diversified,
immersive and year-round products.

Inside the park, visitors can
immerse themselves in Korean
ethnic culture and agricultural
experiences, from making
kimchi and brewing rice wine to
transplanting and harvesting rice.

The same trend is unfolding
elsewhere in the province. In the city
of Wuchang, a renowned rice-growing
area, local enterprises are also actively
developing agritourism products.

“I often come here after work.
Rice has always been close to my
heart, and seeing the vast paddies
is far more relaxing than visiting a
regular park,” said a local resident
surnamed Hu, who was picnicking at
Qiaofu Dayuan Agricultural Co., Ltd.

The company hosts a variety of
rice culture events each year, including
rice-planting festivals and harvest
ceremonies, while also serving as
an experimental education base for
primary school students, welcoming
tens of thousands of visitors from
across the country annually.

“Premium rice isn’t just about
taste. It is about the experience,” said
Qiao Wenzhi, head of the company,
adding that by combining product
customization with experiential
value, the premium for their rice has
risen by up to 40 percent.

Heilongjiang’s broader push for
agritourism also comes as China
moves to diversify its tourism
offerings and cultivate new growth
drivers for the industry.

“Developing the multiple functions
of agriculture” has been incorporated
as a measure in the outline of China’s
15%  Five-Year Plan (2026-2030),
referring to efforts to ensure food
security and supply while integrating
agriculture with culture and tourism.

The latest five-year tourism
development plan, approved by the
State Council and released in July
2026, calls for nurturing new drivers
of tourism growth and enriching
the supply of high-quality tourism
experiences. — Xinhua

MACAU / NATION

The Macau Post Daily

3-nation SEA tour achieves wide-ranging
cooperation outcomes: Sam

Continued from p.1

Sam said that he also promoted
Macau as an important bridgehead
for China’s high-level opening-
up, highlighting the city’s unique
advantage of being backed by the
motherland and connected to the
world. During his tour, he invited
people in the three countries to share
in the development opportunities
offered by Macau and Henggqin.

Sam noted that the MSAR
delegation also gained a deeper
understanding  of  the  three
countries’ respective socioeconomic
development. He noted that in
Singapore, he visited industrial parks,
cultural and tourism facilities, urban
renewal initiatives, and Housing &
Development Board (HDB) public
housing projects. These visits have
provided valuable insights for the
MSAR Government’s work in
related areas, he said.

The second major achievement is
the deepening of economic and trade
cooperation with the three countries
and the promotion of Macau’s
appropriate economic diversification.
While introducing the business
environment and development
opportunities of Macau and
Hengqin to enterprises in the three
nations, arrangements were made
for business representatives from
Macau, Hengqin and other areas in
the Chinese mainland accompanying
the MSAR delegation to meet and
exchange views with senior officials
in the economic and trade sectors of
Singapore, Indonesia, and Malaysia.

370 business-matching
sessions

Sam said that the visit included
over 370 business-matching ses-
sions and resulted in the signing of
189 cooperation agreements involv-
ing government bodies and busi-
nesses from the three countries. The

agreements covered various sec-
tors, including economy and trade,
conventions and exhibitions, high
technology, traditional Chinese
medicine and big health, halal prod-
ucts, and brand marketing, he said.

The third major achievement
is the strengthening of tourism
cooperation  with Singapore,
Indonesia, and Malaysia, alongside
efforts to attract more international
visitors to Macau. The three ASEAN
countries are important international
tourist-source markets that Macau is
seeking to expand, Sam said.

During the visit, Sam noted, the
delegation also promoted the MSAR’s
continuing efforts to develop aMuslim-
friendly tourism environment.

The fourth major achievement
is the strengthening of cooperation
in fields such as education and
culture, thus promoting closer
people-to-people exchanges. Sam
noted that he delivered a speech
at the National University of
Singapore, and exchanged views
with experts, scholars, and students.

Sam said that he also encouraged
Singapore’s participation in the
development of the Macao-Hengqin
International Education (University)
Town. Three Macau  public
universities—namely the University of
Macau (UM), the Macao Polytechnic
University (MPU), and the Macao
University of Tourism (UTM) — and
several private universities in Macau
signed 16 educational cooperation
agreements with several renowned

higher education institutions in
Singapore and Malaysia, he said.
‘Study in Macao’

Sam noted that Macau’s

Education and Youth Development
Bureau (DSED)J), together with nine
Macau higher education institutions,
held a “Study in Macao” education
fair in Kuala Lumpur to attract

students to pursue tertiary education
in Macau. The MSAR’s Cultural
Affairs Bureau also co-organised an
exhibition with the Jakarta Provincial
Cultural Service to promote Macau’s
cultural heritage, deepening bilateral
exchanges and cooperation in the
cultural sector.

Sam underlined that the MSAR
Government will make every effort
to put into practice the various
outcomes of the visit, implement
each cooperation project in an
orderly manner, and undertake the
necessary follow-up tasks.

Meanwhile, Sam also noted
that Singapore’s public housing
policy framework has operated
effectively for many years. Since
the establishment of the MSAR, the
Macau government has continuously
drawnlessons from Singapore’s public
housing policies, Sam underlined,
adding that during his visit to public
housing projects in Singapore, he
had an opportunity to deepen his
understanding of the country’s latest
experiences in this field, including
measures implemented in response
to changes in family circumstances
and demographics, as well as the
effectiveness of Singapore’s urban
renewal initiative.

Regarding cooperation with
countries such as Malaysia in the
halal-products industry, Sam said that
Macau enterprises have dedicated
themselves to developing this market
segment in recent years. Currently,
over 20 Macau enterprises have
obtained halal certification, and over
60 products have been awarded
halal certificates. Malaysia has a
world-leading halal certification
system and industrial chain. Business
representatives joining the MSAR
delegation has established links with
Malaysian enterprises to pursue
further cooperation in halal-related
industries and certification, he said. m

43 dead, 519 missing after mudslide hits
Gyirong border town

GYIRONG, Xizang — Forty-
three people had been confirmed
dead and 519 others remained
missing as of 6:00 p.m. on Saturday
after a mudslide struck Gyirong
Port on the China-Nepal border
in southwest China’s Xizang
Autonomous Region on August 26,
local emergency response and rescue
authorities said on Sunday.

A total of 261 foreign nationals
from 23 countries have been identified
as being among the missing, officials
told a press conference attended by
domestic and foreign journalists.

The press conference was held
after journalists from overseas media
outlets visited the mudslide site at
Gyirong Port over the weekend.

China launched a massive
search and rescue operation after
the deadly mudslide, which was
triggered by a high-altitude glacier
collapse in Nepal.

As of 6:00 p.m. on Saturday,
China has deployed more than
2,500 people and over 500 vehicles
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Xizang Autonomous Region yesterday.

to join rescue operations. Drones
have conducted more than 1,000
flights, and 5.43 tonnes of supplies
have been air-dropped.

Local authorities have provided
assistance to 1,720 Nepalese
border residents in Gyirong. Many
Nepalese nationals who work or do
business in Gyirong were stranded
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Rescuers work at the core affected zone of the mudslide-hit Gyirong Port in the
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there after the mudslide destroyed
the border port, through which they
normally enter and leave China.
China has also provided Nepal
with daily updates on meteorologi-
cal, hydrological and glacier data
through a disaster information notifi-
cation mechanism, according to offi-
cials. (More onp.9) — Xinhua
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Indonesia’s main airport suspends

operations after volcanic eruption

T

Stranded passengers queue to request refunds after scheduled flights were cancelled following the eruption of Mount Anak
Krakatoa at Soekarno-Hatta airport in Tangerang yesterday.

Eric Bernaudeau

JAKARTA — More than 150,000
passengers were left stranded
yesterday as Indonesia shuttered its
main international airport and seven
others, cancelling hundreds of flights
after Mount Anak Krakatoa spewed a
plume of volcanic ash and lava from
more than 150 kilometres away.

Mount Anak Krakatoa erupted
on Saturday, producing a fountain
of lava and booming sounds that
could be heard up to a few hundred
kilometres away, the geology
agency said in a statement.

Two new eruptions were
recorded yesterday, the volcanology
agency warned.

Ash from the volcano was
detected in the airspace surrounding
Sockarno-Hatta International Airport,
prompting authorities to initially
suspend operations from 1:30 a.m.
yesterday (local time) to 5:30 a.m.

The suspension was extended
several times, with the latest set to
end at 9:30 p.m. yesterday, the local
airport authority said in a social
media post.

Operations have also been
suspended at seven other airports
including the Husein Sastranegara
airport in Bandung and Radin Inten
II airport near Bandar Lampung on
Sumatra, the transportation ministry
said in a statement.

“From the closures, it is
known that more than 150,000
passengers were stranded, with
467 flights affected, consisting of
58 international flights and 409
domestic flights,” the ministry said.

Several airports in cities
including Semarang and Surabaya

have been prepared as “alternatives
for landing,” Transportation
Minister Dudy Purwagandhi said.

Passengers scrambling

The disruption left some passengers
scrambling to find alternative flights.

Henny Yensan, 44, who had
hoped to go back to her hometown
with her mother, said “everybody
was disappointed”.

“No one flew into a rage because
after all, this is due to natural
disaster,” the businesswoman who
had to reschedule her flight to
tomorrow, told AFP.

Samuel Guiberteau, a Danone
executive on a business trip to
Lombok since Friday, said “nothing
is certain for the moment”, as he
searched for alternative flights back
to the capital.

“I had found another flight on
Citilink, but it was also cancelled,”
the 47-year-old told AFP by phone,
adding that he had no alternative but
to stay in Lombok for the time being.

Volcanic ash had also reached
the city of Bandar Lampung in the
southern tip of Sumatra, blanketing
parked cars and roadsides.

“I’'m worried it could seriously
affect the lungs and cause a lung
infection,” Andre Bayu Saputra, 25,
told AFP yesterday.

Schools across Jakarta will be
closed today as classes will move
online, the city said in a statement,
without specifying how long the
measure will be in place.

Hazard warning
Anak Krakatoa, which means
Child of Krakatoa, sits in a strait

-AFP

that separates the islands of Java
and Sumatra.

Ships passing through the strait
were asked to increase vigilance for
possible disruption to navigation
safety due to volcanic activities.

Vessels are prohibited from
approaching an exclusion zone of
three kilometres radius from the
volcano, local port authorities said
in a statement.

The volcano has been sporadically
active since it emerged from the sea
at the beginning of last century in the
caldera that formed after the 1883
eruption of Mount Krakatoa.

That disaster was one of the
deadliest and most destructive in
history with an estimated 35,000
people killed.

Geology agency head Lana Saria
said “seismic activity indicates the
movement or release of volcanic
fluids within the volcanic system”.

“However, the timing, magnitude,
and nature of the next eruption cannot
be precisely predicted,” Lana added.

Lana warned against approaching
Anak Krakatoa, saying materials ejected
from the volcano could endanger those
within the exclusion zone.

She said the most recent series of
eruptions do not have the potential
to trigger a tsunami at this time.

A 2018 tsunami triggered by a
collapse of parts of Anak Krakatoa
killed 429 people and left thousands
displaced.

Indonesia, a Southeast Asian
archipelago nation, sits on the
Pacific Ring of Fire, where the
meeting of continental plates causes
high volcanic and seismic activity.

—AFP
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VP Duterte posts bail over
‘grave threats’ against president

MANILA - Philippine Vice
President Sara Duterte posted
bail at a Manila courthouse on
Saturday, a day after an arrest
warrant was issued over her
alleged death threat against the
country’s president.

Duterte was charged last month
with “grave threats” stemming from
a late-night news briefing in which
she claimed to have hired a hitman
to kill President Ferdinand Marcos,
his wife and a congressman cousin
should she be cut down first.

She later said the comments
had been misconstrued.

The alleged assassination threat
also forms a crucial element of
her ongoing Senate impeachment
trial, where a guilty verdict would
see her removed from office and
permanently banned from politics.

“The vice president voluntarily
appeared before the court that
issued the warrant, so there was
no need for her to be arrested,” her
lawyer Lawrence Lim said.

He was speaking after Duterte
emerged from the courthouse
holding a court order confirming
she had posted a cash bond totalling
360,000 pesos (US$5,740).

She also underwent a standard
booking procedure in which her
fingerprints were recorded, though
no mugshots were taken, Lim said.

Duterte said in a statement that
her lawyers advised her to post
bail for her safety.

“They explained to me that
I would have better protection
from civilians who would be able
to monitor my situation, rather
than being in detention where I
would be isolated and have little
protection,” she said.

Prior to  entering  the
courthouse, Duterte told reporters
she feared for her life.

“I don’t want to (post bail)
if no one is watching,” she said,
claiming to be the victim of police
harassment.

“Will they throw me into the
(jail) and then one night I die in
my sleep?” she said.

‘Grave threats’

The Philippine presidential
palace rejected Duterte’s
comments as “unfounded”, saying
police were merely implementing
their mandate to protect Filipinos.

“This administration will never
allow the police to be used to commit
any form of violence,” it said.

Under the Philippine legal
code, a criminal conviction on the
“grave threats” charge could carry
a jail term of up to six months.

The vice president’s legal
team issued a statement on Friday
saying she had “no intention of
evading the law and will continue
to exercise all her legal remedies”.

Justice department officials
have rejected her lawyers’ argument
that the vice president cannot be
prosecuted for offences that are
also tied to her impeachment.

Duterte was impeached in May
by the House of Representatives,
the lower chamber of parliament,
on charges that also included graft
and corruption.

A guilty verdict in the Senate -
where her trial recently concluded
its ninth week — would spell an
end to a planned run for president
in 2028.

Duterte first announced her
candidacy in February. —AFP

Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte talks to members of the media after
posting bail at a court building in Quezon City suburban Manila on Saturday.
- AFP

Indonesia rescues second orangutan mother and baby from wildfire

JAKARTA - An orangutan
mother and her baby, threatened
by encroaching wildfires to their
habitat in Indonesia, were rescued
earlier this week, authorities said in
a statement Saturday.

The wvast Southeast Asian
archipelago has for weeks been
fighting wildfires blanketing parts
of Borneo and Sumatra with smog,
with haze also contributing to air
pollution in Malaysia, Singapore,

and the Philippines.

The orangutan pair had been
under observation since July after
being spotted in a plantation area
near a forest in West Kalimantan, a
local natural resources conservation
agency said in a statement.

But authorities decided to
evacuate them to a rescue centre
managed by the wildlife foundation
Yayasan Inisiasi Alam Rehabilitasi
Indonesia (YIARI) on Thursday as

fire spread near their habitat.

Their health is being closely
monitored by veterinarians, but a
preliminary check found no burn
injuries on the two great apes.

“Exposuretosmokeoveraperiod
of time... can affect the orangutan’s
respiratory ~ system, especially
when smoke concentrations in the
habitat are very high,” YIARI’s
veterinarian Komara, who like
many Indonesians uses only one

name, said in a statement.

“Both individuals will continue
to be monitored while they are at the
rescue and rehabilitation centre.”

The latest rescue means nine
orangutans have been evacuated
because of threats from wildfires in
less than a month in the Ketapang
district of West Kalimantan
province,  YIARI  operational
director Argitoe Ranting said.

“This shows that fires not only

destroy forests but also deprive animals
of shelter and food,” Argitoe said.

Most animals “do not have many
options” to relocate as their habitat
burns, he added.

One orangutan died after being
rescued last week, with a necropsy
result pointing to smoke exposure
as the cause of death, the West

Kalimantan  natural  resources
conservation agency said in a
statement. —AFP
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Nepali rescuers buoyed by miracle finds but tough conditions persist

Paavan Mathema

KATHMANDU - Nepali rescuers
faced  challenging conditions
yesterday as search operations after
catastrophic floods entered a 12%
day, buoyed by the extraordinary
rescues of four survivors.

The glacial and mountain
collapse on the China-Nepal border
killed at least 1,385 people and left
more than 5,500 missing across the
two countries.

Rescuers found two more people
alive on Saturday, joining two saved
the day before in what have been
described as miraculous tales of
survival.

Three of those have been found
in hydropower tunnels where the
government initially said it believed
more than 100 workers could be alive.

“Search and rescue is going on
at the tunnels despite geography,
adverse weather and lack of
connectivity,” Energy Minister
Biraj Bhakta Shrestha told AFP.

Rescue workers were experiencing
“multiple challenges”, he said.

The wall of icy water and debris
tore through mountain districts
on August 26, destroying roads,
bridges and other infrastructure.

The United Nations chief in
Nepal issued an emotional plea

for aid, saying survivors of the
catastrophic flooding had seen their
lives transformed in just “one to two
minutes”.

“You lose your home, you lose
your livelihood, you lose your loved
one and you lose the breadwinner
of your family,” UN Resident
Coordinator Lila Pieters Yahia told
AFP in Kathmandu yesterday.

On Saturday, rescuers pulled a
Chinese man alive from deep inside
a hydropower tunnel, and a 64-year-
old Nepali woman, Chandrika
Shrestha, from her mud-covered
home.

Prime Minister Balendra Shah
said Shrestha’s rescue had “given
hope to the entire nation”.

A day earlier, two Nepali
hydropower workers were rescued
at the Trishuli 3A tunnel, where
searches continue alongside
multiple other sites, with at least 12
hydropower projects affected.

Other examples of remarkable
fortitude have emerged from
Nepal, including Rajendra Dawadi,
a school principal who quickly
ordered an evacuation as the torrent
approached, saving hundreds of
students’ lives.

“If the information was wrong,
we would lose a day of schooling,”

Indian police publicly beat man
accused of killing partner

AHMEDABAD, India — Indian
police publicly thrashed a man
accused of beating his partner to
death, local media reported yesterday,
drawing mixed reactions after footage
of the flogging spread online.

Public parading and beatings
of suspects by police are not
uncommon in India, despite
Supreme Court rulings prohibiting
such treatment.

Officials said the thrashing was
a response to the brutality of the
alleged murder. The man, identified
by police as Faizal Lakhani, was
arrested in Bhavnagar, a town in
Gujarat state.

Police took Lakhani on Friday
to the scene of the alleged crime
to reconstruct the incident. He was
beaten at the site, and footage of
the battering was shared widely on
social media.

Videos show Lakhani’s arms
restrained by ropes as a uniformed
officer repeatedly struck his legs
and buttocks with a bamboo baton.
He was also beaten on his feet inside
a bus terminal.

“We beat him to set an example
that crime against women will be
taken seriously and nobody else
dares to commit such a crime,” police
officer D.P. Unadkat said, according
to the Times of India newspaper.

“When we do this, they fear the
police,” Unadkat said, the Indian
Express newspaper reported.

Some social media users praised
the beating while others denounced
the police officers’ actions, with
several X users saying the man had
yet to be found guilty of the crime.

Bhavnagar police chief Nitesh
Pandey told AFP only: “I have
nothing to comment.” — AFP

Bulldozers clear debris as rescue personnel conduct a search operation at the site

following a building collapse in the Satya Niketan area in New Delhi yesterday. — AFP

A man stands at a temporary shelter for livestock in the aftermath of flash floods in
Trishuli, in Nepal’s Nuwakot district yesterday.

he told AFP.
“But if it was true, we were
going to lose our lives.”

Death tolls rise

Biraj Bhakta Shrestha, the
energy minister, said work was
continuing to restore electricity in
several areas.

“Places  that have been
unreachable, we’ve tried to restore
power with solar,” he told AFP.

Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal
has called the disaster a “Himalayan
tsunami” and warned reconstruction

- AFP

costs could run into the billions of
dollars.

The UN has said the magnitude
of the destruction makes delivering
aid an immense challenge. It
launched a US$50 million appeal to
help more than 84,000 people.

With mortuaries overflowing,
Nepal has buried hundreds of bodies
in mass graves, after taking DNA
samples for future identification,
according to the police.

Only around 100 bodies have
been identified and handed over to
families.

Nepal will hold a national day of
mourning today, the 13th day since
the disaster, in line with a traditional
period of mourning in Hindu rituals.

While the exact cause of the
glacial collapse is unclear, climate
change is accelerating glacial
melting worldwide, increasing the
risk of such disasters.

In Nepal, rescuers have retrieved
1,342 bodies, while around 4,996
people remain missing, according
to the disaster agency.

The death toll from the disaster
in Tibet has risen from 31 to 43,
Chinese state news agency Xinhua
reported yesterday.

A further 519 people
missing, it said.

Foreign journalists cannot travel
freely in China’s Tibet Autonomous
Region and may only visit as part of
strictly controlled trips organised by
the authorities.

Chinese media have primarily
focused their reporting on the scale
of search and rescue operations, and
have not broadcast footage showing
the reactions of families.

The combined toll is 1,385
dead and more than 5,500 missing,
including around 800 foreigners,
among them tourists and pilgrims.

— AFP

are

US aircraft carrier departs Thailand after port call

Thailand — Thousands of US
sailors aboard an aircraft carrier
departed from Thailand yesterday,
AFP journalists said, concluding
its first port call following reports
of deteriorating living conditions
on board after nine months at sea.

The 5,000-strong crew of the
USS Abraham Lincoln docked just
north of the resort town of Pattaya,
near Bangkok, on Wednesday for
five days of rest and recreation after
a lengthy Middle East deployment.

Amid Thailand’s tourism low
season, their arrival raised hopes
for businesses in Pattaya, a city
known for its beaches and nightlife
— as well as its seedy reputation as
a hub for sex tourism.

The Lincoln departed from the
port of Laem Chabang, a half-hour
drive from Pattaya, at around 11:00
a.m. (local time), AFP journalists saw.

Security was stepped up in Pattaya
during the wvisit, with authorities
cracking down on sex workers ahead
of the sailors’ arrival — although the
mayor denied it was linked.

‘Everything went fine’

Despite concerns about
possible trouble, local police said
yesterday that the port call ended
largely without incident.

“Everything went fine,” Pattaya
police chief Anek Srathongyoo
told AFP.

“There were no arrests or
arguments except on the first day
when Americans had an argument
among themselves,” he said.

The US Navy sent two sailors
back to the Lincoln after a drunken
altercation in the early hours of
Thursday near Pattaya’s nightlife
hotspot Walking Street, the police
chief said earlier.

He had described the “small
scuffle” as “trivial” and said local
residents only called police to
prevent the dispute from escalating.

Last month, US Democratic
lawmakers  called for an
investigation into conditions on the
Lincoln following reports of food
shortages, broken plumbing and
mental health crises.

President  Donald  Trump
dismissed the concerns, which have
fuelled criticism of his dragging
war on Iran, although the Lincoln
was replaced in the Middle East by
the USS George Washington.

The enlisted Americans were
estimated to have spent up to 100
million baht (US$3 million) during
their visit, Pattaya Mayor Poramase
Ngampiches said yesterday.

In addition, the city benefitted
from “selling other supplies such
as toothpaste to the ship worth
millions of baht (tens of thousands
of dollars)”, Poramase told AFP.

Media reports said sailors on
the Lincoln had gone without basic
toiletries, including toothpaste,
deodorant and soap, at points
during their deployment.

Many of the sailors and Marines
spent their time on Thailand’s coast
shopping and visiting tourism sites,
Poramase said.

“It shows that they are missing
their families and want to buy some
souvenirs for them,” he said. — AFP

Bangladesh measles toll nears grim 1,000-child mark

Rasheek Mujib

DHAKA Bangladesh’s
deadliest measles outbreak in decades
is nearing the grim milestone of
1,000 child deaths, as a devastating
epidemic sweeps through the country
and crowded hospital wards fill with
struggling babies.

Cries of sick children and the
hiss of oxygen machines fill the air
at Dhaka’s Shishu Hospital, where
Rima Akter keeps a vigil beside
her nine-month-old son.

“Just an hour ago, a child died,

and they wheeled him out in front
of us,” 30-year-old Akter told AFP
on Thursday. “We saw two children
die today.”

Akter’s son Sabit Haque is
one of scores filling the children’s
hospital’s measles wards.

At least 986 children have died
since March, while suspected and
confirmed cases have surged past
180,000, according to the latest
health ministry figures.

Measles is highly contagious,
spreading through coughs and

sneezes, and has no specific
treatment once caught.
Complications can include

brain swelling and severe breathing
problems. Although anyone can
catch the disease, young children
are particularly vulnerable.

The South Asian nation of
170 million has rolled out a mass
vaccination drive to combat
the outbreak, but case numbers
continue to climb.

More than 1,000
cases are reported daily.

suspected
—AFP
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Iran threatens greater force if US launches more attacks

TEHRAN — Iran’s top negotiator
yesterday threatened a more forceful response
to any further US attacks after Tehran targeted
American warships in their latest round of
clashes.

The exchanges of fire, which began
with US raids late last month, come amid a
deadlock in the six-month war between the
two sides.

Iran has maintained its stranglehold on the
strategic Strait of Hormuz while Washington
continues a counter-blockade of Iranian ports.

Washington is also seeking to choke Iran’s
economy, rolling out sanctions on entities
with financial links to the Islamic republic in
a bid to force it into submission.

“The Americans must have understood
that the era of proportionate responses has
come to an end,” said Iran’s parliament
speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, who
has acted as chief negotiator in talks to end
the war.

“Any aggression against Iran’s interests
and security will receive a faster, more intense
and more painful response,” he added, in a
speech carried by state media.

On Saturday, US Central Command
(CENTCOM), which oversees American
military operations in the region, said Iran
had unsuccessfully fired at two American
warships — an aircraft carrier and a destroyer.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps,
the ideological arm of Iran’s military, said the
warships had been “forced to retreat” after
“suffering damage”, but CENTCOM said
they successfully evaded the attacks.

In response, the US military said it struck
three oil tankers linked to the Iranian Guards.

“Following  Iran’s  failed  attacks,

A" ”

CENTCOM permanently disabled the IRGC
crude oil carriers M/T Downy off the coast
of Kharg Island and M/T Stark 1 near Jask,”
CENTCOM said.

“American  forces also completely
destroyed the unladen crude oil carrier M/T
Kylo... in the Gulf of Oman, striking the
vessel in multiple critical locations to render
it inoperable after the crew was directed to
abandon ship.”

Video posted by CENTCOM showed large
fireballs and billowing flames after projectiles
slammed into the ships.

The three vessels were “part of a
multibillion-[US]-dollar shadow network that
funds the IRGC and its regional proxies”,
CENTCOM said.

Iran quickly retaliated, with the Guards

This photo shows a damaged boatyard that was hit in recent days by strikes carried out by the US military
at the Five-Step local fishing harbour in the port city of Bandar Abbas in southern Iran on Saturday.

- AFP

saying their naval forces “targeted three oil
tankers on the unauthorised route of the Strait
of Hormuz and three vessels affiliated with
the child-killing America in other areas”.

It warned ships not to attempt to transit the
key trade waterway via routes unapproved by
Tehran.

Early yesterday Iran’s Guards also said
they attacked a US naval drone trying to enter
the strait, according to a statement carried by
state television.

‘Higher economic cost’

CENTCOM commander Admiral Brad
Cooper said after the exchange of strikes: “If
you shoot at two of our ships, we will impose
an even higher economic cost — taking out
three of yours.”

Muslim nations say Israeli ministers’ Gaza
expulsion plans threaten Trump peace

— — ~

Mourners gather for a
mass burial of around
100 Palestinians,
including 62 children,
whose remains

where recovered

from rubble, in Gaza
City, yesterday. Gaza
remains gripped

by daily violence,

with both the Israeli
military and Hamas
accusing one another
of violating the truce
in effect since October
10. The war has

The Iranian foreign ministry hit out at
Washington over the attacks on its oil tankers,
calling them “illegal and aggressive actions”.

A correspondent for Iranian state TV in
Jask in the southern province of Hormozgan
said one of the tankers was empty and the
second was carrying oil. The crews were
transported to shore on lifeboats, they said.

Another state TV correspondent on
Kharg Island said the attack there caused no
casualties.

The administration of US President
Donald Trump has tried to downplay the
significance of the six-month conflict, which
has proven increasingly unpopular at home as
midterm elections near.

US Vice President JD Vance has gone so
far as to say that he “wouldn’t call it a war”.

Trump reiterated that view on Friday,
calling the war “small potatoes” for
Washington.

Iran’s security chief Mohsen Rezaei
warned last week that the Islamic republic had
adopted a “new strategy” against Washington
that “will shatter your foundations”.

The US has been trying to step up pressure
on Tehran in a bid to wrestle control of the
Hormuz strait, through which one-fifth of
world oil supplies previously flowed.

A fragile ceasefire between the two sides
collapsed in July after attacks on commercial
ships in the waterway.

Trump has in recent weeks repeatedly
threatened to claim sovereignty over the
strait, even posting a map showing it as “new
US territory”.

Vance has insisted the US will not
reopen talks with Iran until it ends attacks on
commercial shipping in the strait. —AFP

Top US military officials
face lie-detectors in
leak hunt: reports

WASHINGTON, DC — The Pentagon has launched a
lie-detector dragnet to comb through high-ranking military
officials and identify who leaked information about US
munitions stockpiles, according to US press reports.

In July, reports emerged that the United States was rationing
munitions — its missile interceptors, in particular — over supply
concerns after several months of fighting Iran.

Administration officials vehemently denied those reports, with
President Donald Trump saying “we have a lot of ammunition,
different types,” while acknowledging that “for some of the more
sophisticated stuff, we’d certainly like to have more.”

On Friday, The New York Times reported that some 50

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Eight
Islamic and Arab countries yesterday
condemned plans voiced by Israeli
government ministers for the removal
of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip,
saying the designs jeopardise a US-
backed peace in the territory.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz
said on Wednesday Israel had plans to
remove Palestinians from Gaza but
was waiting for US approval on where
to displace the territory’s population.

A day later, Israel’s National
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir
said the plan aimed to remove 250,000

Palestinians from Gaza in the first year,
followed by the rest of the roughly two
million residents over the following six
years.

The foreign ministers of Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar, Pakistan,
Indonesia and Turkey said they
condemned in “the strongest terms”
the “plans and mechanisms they
proposed aimed at forcibly expelling
Palestinians from their land”.

The ministers warned of ‘“grave
consequences of transforming calls
for forced displacement into declared

flattened swathes of
the territory, displaced
most of the population
at least once, and
left hundreds of
thousands of people
living in tents and
temporary shelters.
-AFP

policy or practical measures”.

“Such measures directly challenge
international efforts to achieve peace,
particularly President Donald Trump’s
comprehensive plan to end the conflict
in Gaza, which includes a firm rejection
of forced displacement,” they added
referring to a US-backed, October
2025 peace plan for Gaza.

On Saturday the US ambassador
to Israel Mike Huckabee, a staunch
supporter of Israel and Israeli settlers in
the occupied West Bank, denied there
was an Israeli plan to force Palestinians
out of Gaza. —AFP

members of the military’s Joint Staff — the Pentagon’s planning
and advisory staff — were being required to take polygraph
tests as part of an investigation into how classified stockpile
information made its way into journalists’ hands.

CBS News later also reported the wide-scale use of lie
detectors, while adding that the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, General Dan Caine, had not been tested.

Both outlets cited unnamed officials.

Asked by AFP about the reports, the Pentagon’s chief
spokesman, Sean Parnell, refused to comment on “internal
personnel or investigative matters,” but said that it “takes all
leaks of classified national security information extremely
seriously and investigates accordingly.”

“Securing classified information is critical to ensuring the
security of the United States and of our troops deployed around
the world,” Parnell added.

Both The New York Times and CBS noted the scale of the
polygraph testing.

Lie-detection testing is routine during background
screenings and security clearance renewals for government
staff with access to the most sensitive state secrets.

But the wide-scale deployment of the detectors as part of
a leak investigation was rare, if unprecedented, the outlets
reported, citing analysts and unnamed officials. —AFP
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Africa bigger, US smaller - UN adopts new map

UNITED NATIONS, New
York — The United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) voted on Friday
to adopt a new world map that makes
the African continent bigger while
shrinking North America and Europe,
drawing ire from Washington.

Aimed at “a more accurate
representation”  of  continental
landmasses, the resolution was
supported by 164 countries while
the United States voted against it
and six other states abstained*.

The new map — known as the
Equal Earth cartographic projection
— improves “the accuracy of the
cartographic representation of the
world,” the resolution said.

It urges member states to use the
new map in place of the traditional
Mercator projection, which was
designed for maritime navigation
by Flemish cartographer Gerardus
Mercator in 1569.

Foreign Minister Robert
Dussey of Togo, which sponsored
the resolution, said maps “guide
education, nourish the imagination,
and influence collective perceptions.”

“They are therefore never neutral;
when they present a distorted image
of our planet, they risk perpetuating
inaccurate representation that is

Equal Earth « Countries of the World

..........

This handout graphic provided by Equal Earth shows the Equal Earth cartographic projection. The United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) voted on Friday to back a resolution spearheaded by several African countries to adopt a map that makes their
continent bigger while shrinking North America and Europe. The new map - known as the Equal Earth cartographic projection —

“is a relevant option for improving the accuracy of the cartographic representation of the world,” the resolution said.

passed down through generations.”
The United States however
slammed the resolution, saying
such moves are “the reason this
institution is losing its credibility.”
“Instead of focusing on genuine
problems... this body is debating map
projects from the 16" century and
their role in promoting reparations and

France insists on
sovereignty over islands
claimed by Vanuatu

KOROR, Palau — France last
week insisted on its sovereignty
over two disputed and strategically
important islands in the Pacific
Ocean claimed by Vanuatu,
which is seeking to open a case
against Paris at the Hague-based
International Court of Justice (ICJ).

Eleonore Caroit, a junior
minister at the French foreign
ministry, said on Wednesday that
Paris had taken note of the move
by Vanuatu over the uninhabited
islands of Matthew and Hunter
and would give its response in due
course.

Under the rules of the
United Nations’ top court, the
case can only proceed if France
agrees international judges have
jurisdiction.

The French government in
December denied it was planning
to cede sovereignty after far-right
figurehead Marine Le Pen accused
President Emmanuel Macron
of seeking to give up overseas
territories.

The volcanic islands* lie
several hundred kilometres east
of the French overseas territory
of New Caledonia, but are also
claimed by Vanuatu.

“France’s position is clear and
firm,” Caroit said at a conference
of Pacific islands hosted by Palau.

“It is a position of dialogue
and openness, but above all, it
is a reaffirmation of France’s
sovereignty over these islands,”
said Caroit.

The sides

must “discuss,

negotiate, and try to find solutions
without relinquishing sovereignty
— that was never on the table”, she
added.

Paris  acknowledges  the
request by Vanuatu to open the
case and will respond regarding
“jurisdiction” and “the merits of
the case”, she said.

The tiny islands of less than one
square kilometre guarantee France
an exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
0f 350,000 square kilometres.

Vanuatu won independence
from joint British and French
condominium rule in 1980.

“We decided that we had
discussed this issue long enough
and we have now submitted
a request to the court,” said
Vanuatu’s environment minister
Ralph Regenvanu at the forum.

If Paris does not accept the
ICJ’s jurisdiction, Vanuatu can
request an advisory opinion via a
majority vote in the UN General
Assembly, he added.

Earlier this year, Vanuatu’s
Prime Minister Jotham Napat
accused France of colonialism over
the dispute and threatened to use
“all diplomatic and international
legal means” if discussions broke
down.

France has overseas territories
across the globe, from the
Caribbean to the Indian Ocean and
Pacific — legacies of the colonial
era that are now vital strategic
footholds for Paris. —AFP

*Umaenupn (Matthew) Island
and Leka (Hunter) Island - MPD

cognitive justice,” US representative
Yaryna Ferencevych said ahead of the
vote.

‘Distorted representation’

The Mercator projection focused
on accurate depictions of the shapes
and angles of land masses, but their
relative sizes were often inaccurate

- AFP

— largely due to the challenge of
rendering a three-dimensional globe
onto a two-dimensional map.

It inflated northern regions
and compressed equatorial ones,
making Europe and North America
appear much larger, while shrinking
Africa and South America.

A group of cartographers

launched the Equal Earth projection
in 2018. It makes Africa, Latin
America, South Asia and Oceania
appear much larger.

“Equal Earth preserves the
relative surface areas of continents
and, as much as possible, shows
their shapes as they appear on a
globe,” one of the cartographers,
Bojan Savric, told AFP in 2025.

France — which co-sponsored
the resolution in support of the
new map — announced on Friday
that it would abandon the Mercator
projection.

In that map, “the United
States, Russia and China take on a
disproportionate visual prominence
compared to Africa, Latin America
or southeast Asia,” while “Greenland
appears almost as big as Africa,”
French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel
Barrot said.

“Changing maps obviously doesn’t
change the world,” he said. “But
correcting a distorted representation is
already an act of truth.”

The initiative comes as France
is seeking to improve relations with
Africa, particularly in former colonies
with which it has prickly ties. — AFP

*Estonia, Georgia, Lithuania,
Moldova, Serbia, and Ukraine

Cape Verde in mourning after children
killed in bus crash

PRAIA - Cape Verde’s
government announced two days of
mourning yesterday after 25 people,
mostly children and teenagers, were
killed in a bus crash.

The west African country’s
leaders joined a Mass yesterday at a
local church on the island of Fogo,
where 18 coffins were on display.

Such accidents are rare in the
Atlantic archipelago, where roads
are generally in good condition.

Officials said the bus veered off the
road and plunged into a deep ravine late
on Saturday, following an excursion to
a village inside a volcanic crater.

The dead included the bus
driver, who organised the excursion
every year as a present for the pupils
he drove to school during term time.

Prime  Minister  Francisco
Carvalho told public television
station TCV he had ordered two
days of mourning and promised
further measures would be taken.

President Jose Maria Neves,
meanwhile, said he would order an
inquiry into the circumstances of
the accident.

“Right now the priority is to
show solidarity with the families of
the victims,” he said.

Emergency personnel worked
through the night to rescue victims
trapped in the wreckage, in a
remote, rocky valley.

Seven victims were buried early
yesterday. The rest were set to be
buried later in the day, according to
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public radio network RCV.

Dionisio Semedo, a doctor at
the regional hospital on Fogo, told
public TV that 12 people were still
receiving treatment, two of whom
were in serious condition.

He said bodies and injured
people began arriving at the hospital
on Saturday night, between 11:00
p.m. and midnight. —AFP
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Residents and relatives of victims killed in a bus crash gather during their funeral at
Sédo Lourengo Church in the town of Sdo Lourencgo, on Cape Verde’s island of Fogo,

yesterday.

- AFP

Germany ‘wants war again’: Russian FM

MOSCOW - Germany “wants
war again”, the Russian foreign
minister said in an interview
published yesterday, dismissing
Berlin’s accusation that Russia
was to blame for a drone attack on
Leipzig airport.

The  German  government
blamed Moscow for the incident,
saying Russia sent “low-level
agents” for an attempted “hybrid
attack” involving an explosive-

laden drone at the strategic airport
in eastern Germany.

Moscow and Berlin closed each
other’s cultural centres last week,
with EU countries summoning
Russian envoys.

“This s, by and large, the start ofa
real war. They expelled the consulate
general from Bonn. They’re closing
the Russian House [cultural centre]
in Berlin. I remember that before
the start of the Second World War...

They want war again,” Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told
a state TV reporter.

He accused Germany of
Nazism and said: “The Russian
leadership will draw the appropriate
conclusions.”

Part ofthe interview was published
by Russia’s Vesti TV channel.

Germany is one of Ukraine’s
main allies in the war against
Russia. — AFP
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China, Portugal deepen cooperation
In marine science, engineering

LISBON - The CAE-PAE Forum on
Marine Technology and Ocean Engineering
was held in Lisbon last week, bringing
together experts and scholars from the
Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE),
the Portuguese Academy of Engineering
(PAE) and the marine sector to discuss China-
Portugal cooperation in marine technology
and ocean engineering.

Wednesday’s forum featured discussions
on marine engineering, maritime transport,
shipbuilding and port engineering, with a
focus on technological innovation in marine
engineering and the sustainable use of marine
resources.

Participants ~ exchanged  views  on
technological development and cooperation
prospects in areas including marine engineering
equipment, intelligent shipping, green ships,
smart ports and marine renewable energy.

Experts and scholars from the two countries
shared research findings and practical
experience and explored ways to strengthen
joint research and the commercialization of
technological achievements.

During the forum, both academies also

signed a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) on cooperation, marking a new stage
of institutionalized cooperation between the
two academies.

PAE President Sebastido de Azevedo said
the signing of the memorandum marked an
important milestone in Chinese-Portuguese
cooperation in science, technology and
engineering. It will further promote long-
term cooperation between the two leading
academic institutions, facilitate exchanges
among researchers, experts and industry,
and inject new impetus into China-Portugal
cooperation in marine technology.

CAE Vice-President Chen Jianfeng said
China and Portugal have achieved fruitful
results in cooperation in marine science and
technology, the blue economy and marine
governance.

He called on the two sides to focus on
frontier areas such as marine engineering,
intelligent shipping and green ships, strengthen
joint research and the commercialization of
technological achievements, and promote
high-quality development of the maritime
economies of both countries.

Guinea-Bissau validates vote
approving constitutional overhaul

Bissau, on August 30 after Guinean-Bissau citizens voted in the constitutional referendum.

BISSAU - Guinea-Bissau’s electoral
commission has validated the final results of
the west African nation’s recent constitutional
referendum, in which voters chose to give the
president greater power.

The referendum, which was held on
August 30, came less than 10 months after a
coup in which the military seized power in the
impoverished, Portuguese-speaking country.

It also comes just months ahead of a
December 6 presidential election, which is
meant to restore civilian rule.

“As no appeals have been filed with the
various commissions, we consider the results
of the August 30 vote to be final,” the National
Electoral Commission said in a statement
released on Thursday.

In the absence of any appeals, including
at the Supreme Court, the commission upheld
the previously announced results which show
that 70 percent of voters chose “yes”, while
30 percent voted “no”.

Voter turnout stood at 63 percent.

The junta says the change will stabilise
institutions before the December elections.
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An official from the National Electoral Commission (CNE) shows a marked ballot at a polling station in

- AFP

But the political climate is tense in the
coup-prone coastal nation and the opposition
had urged voters to boycott the referendum “in
a context of restrictions on public freedoms”.

Under the new text the country will
abandon the old system whereby the prime
minister came from the parliamentary
majority, which has led to uncomfortable
power-sharing.

It will also allow the head of state to
appoint and dismiss the prime minister and
members of the government, and to dissolve
parliament.

Segments of the political class and civil
society vehemently opposed the sweeping
constitutional rewrite by an unelected
transitional government.

The army took power in Guinea-Bissau
in November just days after a presidential
election, overthrowing then-president Umaro
Sissoco Embal6 and suspending the electoral
process.

Guinea-Bissau, one of the world’s poorest
countries, has gone through five coups and a
series of attempted coups since 1974. — AFP

He also called for greater cooperation
on global issues including marine ecological
conservation and the blue economy, to contribute
China-Portugal expertise and solutions to global
marine sustainable development.

Yang Yirui, Chinese ambassador to Portugal,
noted in a video address that Portugal was the
first Western European country to sign an MoU
with China on jointly building the Belt and Road
(B&R) and the first EU member to officially
establish a Blue Partnership with China.

Over the years, China and Portugal
have continuously deepened cooperation
in the maritime field, jointly establishing a
number of high-level research platforms and
achieving numerous practical results. Marine
cooperation has become an important part of
bilateral cooperation, Yang said.

He noted that the forum brought together
leading academicians and experts in marine
engineering as well as industry leaders, and
would give a strong boost to the cooperation
between the two sides in the maritime sector.

He expressed hope that the two sides
would take the event as an opportunity to
continue building high-level platforms for

exchanges and inject fresh impetus into the
China-Portugal Blue Partnership.

Carlos Guedes Soares, winner of China’s
International ~ Science and  Technology
Cooperation Award in 2025 and a PAE
academician, said he has been involved in
China-Portugal cooperation in the maritime
field for more than three decades and has
witnessed mutually beneficial cooperation
between the two countries.

Both China and Portugal attach great
importance to the development of the
maritime sector and related technologies,
he said, adding that the forum provided an
important opportunity for the two leading
academic institutions to strengthen their links
and launch bilateral cooperation.

He expressed hope that the event would help
Chinese experts gain a better understanding of
Portugal’s research and industrial resources
in the maritime field, and promote exchanges
and cooperation in traditional maritime
transport, the blue economy, marine resource
development and renewable energy, laying
a foundation for further cooperation and
development. — Xinhua

The disgraced banker stirring the
pot in Brazil’s Supreme Court

Esteban Rojas

SAO PAULO - Brazil’s Supreme
Court has been drawn into another scandal
following revelations about its judges’
relations with a notorious banker charged
with financial crimes.

That businessman, Daniel Vorcaro,
forged contacts with a sprawling network of
politicians of every stripe, top judges and high-
ranking officials before landing in jail for one
of Brazil’s biggest-ever financial scandals.

Vorcaro told police he had “friends in all
branches of government” upon his arrest last year.

The 42-year-old was charged with fraud
after authorities liquidated his private bank
Banco Master, which left debts worth over
US$7 billion in its trail.

Beyond his exploits in Sdo Paulo’s
financial hub Faria Lima, high-flying Vorcaro
invested in real estate, pharmaceuticals,
textiles and even soccer.

Leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva, who is running for re-election in
October, has admitted to meeting with the
figure at the heart of this scandal.

Lula’s right-wing challenger Flavio
Bolsonaro, the son of former president
and convicted coup-plotter Jair Bolsonaro,
meanwhile asked the banker to finance a
film about his jailed father.

This week, the publication of messages
Vorcaro sent to top Supreme Court judge
Alexandre de Moraes has unleashed a fresh
crisis in Brazil’s top court, just ahead of the
presidential elections.

Asking for advice

Vorcaro was arrested last November as
he boarded a private jet in Sdo Paulo, but
was later released on bail.

In the days leading up to his detention,
he sent around 30 text messages to a phone
number attributed to Moraes.

The judge oversaw the trial of ex-
president Bolsonaro and is a powerful and
polarising figure in Brazil.

“Do you think I need to be out of the
country as early as Monday?” the banker
asked on November 15 in one of those texts.

He also apparently asked the judge to
help halt the probe that would lead to his
arrest and even set up meetings, the police
report seen by AFP reveals.

The report does not disclose how Moraes
answered.

Its findings have added to the Supreme
Court’s growing list of Vorcaro-related
problems given that one justice has already
been tainted by association with the banker.

Judge Josa Dias Toffoli was removed
from Banco Master proceedings when it
emerged that Vorcaro’s brother-in-law had
purchased part of a resort in 2021 from the
judge’s brothers.

Across the political divide

Lula has admitted that he and Vorcaro
held an off-the-record meeting in December
2024.

And Senator Jaques Wagner, a Lula ally,
is under investigation for allegedly receiving
USS$1 million in cash and benefits including
a luxury apartment to defend Master Banco
in Congress.

Wagner has stepped down as the
government’s  chief  senator  while
maintaining his innocence.

Vorcaro does not appear to mind whether
his alleged associates are on the left or right
of politics, however.

He allegedly transferred around US$12
million to current conservative presidential
candidate Bolsonaro at his request, investigative
journalism outlet Intercept Brasil reported.

Bolsonaro acknowledged his contacts
with the banker regarding the financing of
a film about his jailed father, titled “Dark
Horse,” but denies any wrongdoing.

Vorcaro is also reportedly in touch with
lawmakers from Bolsonaro’s political party,
including Congressman Nikolas Ferreira.

In a message leaked to the press, Vorcaro
says he paid for flights for Ferreira, who
admitted having contacts with him but
denied that the pair were close.

As for the Supreme Court, Lula said
“everyone” must be investigated, “no matter
who it hurts.” —AFP




MONDAY September 7, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

Carrick defends Man Utd start
despite defensive concerns

Praiibis LIVERPOOL -

League Michael Carrick said

Manchester ~ United’s

start to the Premier League season has

not been “that bad” despite conceding

twice late on to draw 2-2 at Everton
yesterday.

The Red Devils appeared to
have an inviting start against newly-
promoted Hull and Ipswich before
the trip to the Hill Dickinson Stadium,
but have taken just four points from
their opening three games.

“It’s not that bad,” said Carrick.
“We’ve got that close to coming away
with three points today, that’s football,
there are moments we can deal with a
bit better, but we’ll be fine.”

United concentrated their limited

transfer budget in reinforcing
Carrick’s midfield in their three new
signings.

But only Youri Tielemans has
started the last two games with
Andrey Santos dropped to the bench
and Carlos Baleba out injured.

The decision not to strengthen an
ageing defence could prove costly
with United having conceded twice
in all three games so far.

Much tougher tests are also to
come with Manchester City next up
in the league at Old Trafford next
weekend.

Twice United looked on course
for all three points on Merseyside.

Bryan Mbeumo opened the scoring
inside the first minute of the second
half and Benjamin Sesko restored the

visitors’ lead in the 88" minute.

However, they failed to hold
out as blistering strikes by Tyrique
George and Ainsley Maitland-Niles
secured a point for an Everton side
short on attacking options.

“Obviously we can’t ignore it,”
added Carrick. “We need to concede
less goals to give us a better chance
of winning games, but we’ll certainly
look at that and keep improving.

“I think there’s obviously things
we need to get better at as a team.
There’s been two strikes from distance
really, two really good strikes from
their point of view, that sometimes
they fly in the top corner and more
often than not they probably don’t.”

On a more positive note for
Carrick has been the form of Marcus
Rashford on his return to the club.

The England international’s
United career appeared over after
falling out of favour with Carrick’s
predecessor Ruben Amorim, which
saw him loaned out to Aston Villa and
Barcelona in the past two seasons.

“He’s done ever so well since he
came back. He looked really sharp
again today and dangerous,” said the
United boss.

“That final moment didn’t quite
drop for him, but nevertheless I
thought he created really good
opportunities and gave us a big
threat throughout the game really.”

In the late game at the Emirates
Stadium last night Arsenal beat
Chelsea 2-1. — AFP/MPD

FIFA confirms Infantino will
run in presidential election

PARIS — Gianni

FI FA Infantino will stand
in next March’s FIFA

presidential election, despite the
backlash over his now-abandoned
plan to bring private investment into
the World Cup, football’s global
governing body announced yesterday.

“The FIFA President announced
in April that he will stand for
re-election in 2027,” a FIFA
spokesperson said. “Of course,
nothing has changed. Mr Infantino
will be standing for re-election.”

The 56-year-old Swiss has takena
pummelling since the announcement
in late July of his short-lived FIFA
Forward Enterprise (FFE) plan to
bring private investment into FIFA
events.

But now for the first time since
the plan became public, FIFA has
reiterated Infantino’s intention to run
for a fourth and final term in next
year’s elections.

Should he be re-clected, he will
continue to serve as head of world
football until 2031.

Infantino is in Poland for the
Women’s Under-20 World Cup,
but refused to answer queries about
his future when questioned by
journalists on Saturday.

European body UEFA has
accused Infantino of “criminal
mismanagement” over the scheme
and was the ringleader of the initial
fightback to the announcement,

including threatening to boycott all
FIFA competitions, including the
men’s and women’s World Cups, if
it was not shelved.

But it has also found solid
support from North American body
CONCACAF and the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC).

CONCACAF president Victor
Montagliani is widely seen as the
likeliest challenger to Infantino -
UEFA boss Aleksander Ceferin has
ruled himself out.

Montagliani, a FIFA vice-
president, had long been regarded
as a close ally of Infantino, but there
were signs, even before he distanced
himself over the now-scrapped plan to
allow private investment into World
Cups, that he viewed FIFA’s purpose
somewhat differently to the Swiss.

However, Infantino is not
without friends - 2034 World Cup
hosts Saudi Arabia came out in
support last month, with African
football’s governing body CAF and
South America’s CONMEBOL also
supportive.

As the only declared candidate so
far for the election due to take place
in March 2027, Infantino will need a
simple majority of votes from the 211
federations affiliated to FIFA to extend
his term of office, which began in
2016 and was renewed in 2023.

Candidate nominations for next
year’s election must be submitted by
November 18. —AFP
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Yamal hits double as perfect
Barca thrash Valencia

l[ LALIGA VAVLENCIA

— Lamine Yamal
struck twice for Barcelona as they
demolished Valencia 5-0 yesterday
to maintain their 100 percent start
in La Liga.

The reigning champions moved
three points clear at the top of La Liga,
after Jose Mourinho’s Real Madrid
lost 1-0 at Real Betis on Friday.

Fermin Lopez, Raphinha and
Pedri were also on target for Hansi
Flick’s swaggering visitors on a hot
afternoon on Spain’s east coast.

Yamal did not take part in the
team training session on Saturday
after a knock but showed no signs
of it during a dazzling display
against Carlos Corberan’s Los Che.

Barcelona, the only team in
the top flight to win their first four
games, took control from the start
to the upset of Valencia’s fans at a

|

persistently bad-tempered Mestalla
stadium.

Yamal opened the scoring with
a clever lofted finish in the sixth
minute after Lopez dinked a superb
ball over the top for the teenage star.

The 19-year-old slammed home
at the near post for what he thought
was Barca’s second goal but the
goal was disallowed for a tight
offside after a VAR review.

Lopez netted the second with a
crisp finish in the 22" minute after
former Newcastle winger Anthony
Gordon teed him up.

Barcelona suffered a blow
when Eric Garcia had to go off hurt
midway through the first half after
a collision with team-mate Rodri’s
shoulder, on the midfielder’s first
start since arriving this summer
from Manchester City.

Yamal fired narrowly wide and

Lopez struck the post as Flick’s
side continued to dominate. Barca
goalkeeper Joan Garcia made a smart
save to thwart Arnaut Danjuma at his
near post before the break.

Raphinha, starting again as the
team’s centre-forward, tapped home
his sixth goal of the season from
close range after Lopez fed him.

Valencia  goalkeeper  Stole
Dimitrievski saved from Rodri
before Pedri netted Barcelona’s
fourth after an exchange of passes
with Dani Olmo.

New arrival Gabriel Jesus
came on for his Barca debut as a
substitute in the final 10 minutes
and sent a low effort just wide.

Yamal stayed onside to collect
another Olmo pass and put away
Barca’s fifth and conclude a profitable
afternoon for both the World Cup
winner and the Catalan giants. — AFP
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M P4s™ | English
midfielder
Declan Rice (left)
and Chelsea’s
English
midfielder
Morgan Rogers
(right) react
during the
English Premier
League match
between Arsenal
and Chelsea at
the Emirates
Stadium
in London
yesterday.

- AFP
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Pio Esposito signs
contract extension with
Inter Milan
ROME - Rising star Pio
‘ Esposito has signed a long-term
_sEREA_contract extension until 2032
with Inter Milan, the Italian
champions announced yesterday.

The 21-year-old forward im-
pressed with 10 goals in all compe-
titions in his first season in the Inter
first team last term, after a successful
loan spell at second-tier Spezia.

He has also netted five times
in just nine appearances for
beleaguered Italy.

According to Italian media reports,
Esposito, who was linked with several
English clubs over the summer, has
more than doubled his salary.

Inter have won the first three
matches of their Scudetto defence,
overturning a two-goal deficit in the
second half to defeat Napoli 3-2 on
Saturday. — AFP

Strasbourg hit Troyes
for six as Amo-Ameyaw
sparkles
PARIS - Strasbourg
” thumped Troyes 6-2 away in
LIGUE1 Ligue 1 yesterday as English
winger Sam Amo-Ameyaw scored
twice as a late substitute.
The 20-year-old Amo-Ameyaw,

in his second season since joining
from Southampton, scored in the
85" and 88" minutes.

Promoted Troyes had started their
Ligue 1 campaign well with a win
and a draw and took the lead on nine
minutes through Antoine Mille.

One of Strasbourg’s summer
signings, Jacobo Ortega, tapped
home a simple equaliser before the
break for his first league goal since
joining from Real Madrid.

The floodgates then opened, as
the visitors produced a display of
excellent finishing.

Two more summer recruits,
Diogo Sousa and American starlet
Giovanni Reyna, and loan signing
Conrad Harder, also scored.

Strasbourg face league leaders
Monaco next weekend.

Reigning champions Paris Saint-
Germain lost 2-1 at home to Monaco
on Friday and are still without a win.

Lille won away at Toulouse on
Thursday and Lens fell to a second
straight defeat, losing 1-0 at home

to Lorient. —AFP
Vardy signs for
Championship
strugglers Burnley
LONDON - Champi-

& onship strugglers Burnley
signed former Leicester striker

Jamie Vardy on a one-year contract
yesterday.

Vardy was a free agent after
leaving Cremonese following their
relegation from Serie A at the end
of last season.

The 39-year-old arrives at Turf
Moor with Burnley languishing at
the bottom of the second tier.

The Clarets, who were relegated
from the Premier League last term,
are without a win after their opening
five games of the Championship
campaign.

“This club has a proper
footballing history and passionate
fans who deserve a team that
represents them and their town,”
Vardy said.

“I can’t wait to get going on the
pitch and help the team move in the
right direction.”

Vardy rose from non-League
football to play a key role in
Leicester’s  fairytale = Premier
League title triumph in 2016.

He also won the FA Cup with
Leicester in 2021 and has been
capped 26 times by England.

After ending his 13-year spell
with Leicester following their
relegation from the Premier League
in 2025, Vardy scored seven goals
in 29 appearances for Cremonese.

— AFP
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At last: Straight sets win over Tabilo
puts Zverev in US Open last 16

= NEW YORK - Top
seed Alexander Zverev
picked up the pace at the US
Open on Saturday, virtually
sprinting to a 6-2, 7-6 (7/2), 6-2 victory
over Alejandro Tabilo to reach the last
16 after labouring through a pair of
marathon five-setters.

The German had already spent
nine hours and 26 minutes on court in
his first two matches - the most time a
top seed has needed to reach the third
round of a major since 1999.

“My coach was actually quite
smart - he explained to me a best
of five set match doesn’t mean you
have to play five sets,” quipped
the French Open champion, who
appeared on a mission to end the
trend against Tabilo.

Meanwhile the 25"-seeded Chilean
was out to avenge a loss to Zverev in
the second round last year on the same
Arthur Ashe Stadium court.

Zverev didn’t face a break
point in a brutally efficient first set,
winning all 11 points behind his
first serve and five of seven on his
second serve.

He broke Tabilo twice on the
way to pocketing the set in 38
minutes, and broke him again on
the way to a 4-2 lead in the second.

But Tabilo was finding his footing,
and the pace slowed as he turned it
into a tight back and forth battle.

He got his first whiff of a chance
when he went up 0-30 on Zverev’s
serve in the sixth game of the
second set.

The German quickly snuffed out

usopen

Germany’s Alexander Zverev hits a return to Chile’s Alejandro Tabilo during their

o

singles third-round tennis match at the US Open tennis tournament at the USTA Billie

Jean King National Tennis Center in New York City on Saturday.

the danger, but Tabilo pulled a break
back in the eighth, winning three
straight games to take a 5-4 lead.

He had Zverev on the ropes in
the 10th game, threatening to break
to take the set.

Zverev saved a pair of set points
then broke Tabilo in the next game,
but the Chilean promptly returned
the favour to force a tiebreaker that
was all Zverev.

Undaunted, Tabilo mustered two
break points in the opening game of
the third set, both denied by Zverev
winners.

Big improvement

That was the last chance Tabilo
got, Zverev winning the last four
games to take the match after two
hours and 26 minutes.

“I am definitely happy with the
improvements,” Zverev said. “I

-AFP

spent 10 hours on the court in two
matches so I had to find my rhythm
somehow, and I did. From back of
the court I was much better.

“I was not happy with the second
set,” he added. “I think especially
the end of the second set I lost focus
a little bit. [ was not moving as well.
I was not playing as well. But I
think the first and third sets are big
improvement to the other days.”

Zverev still found himself thanking
fans who stayed until after 1:00 a.m.

Thanks to a titanic tussle
between Iva Jovic and Alexandra
Eala in the first night match Zverev
and Tabilo didn’t take to the court
until nearly 11:00 p.m.

Zverev will face Italian Luciano
Darderi for a place in the quarter-
finals after the 21% seed beat
Australian wild card Dane Sweeny
6-4, 6-3, 6-3. — AFP

USA’s Serena Williams (right) and Venus Williams
talk during their doubles first-round match
against Australia’s Maya Joint and Chinese
Taipei’s Chan Hao-ching at the US Open tennis
tournament at the USTA Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center in New York City on Friday.

Serena and Venus Williams electrified Arthur
Ashe Stadium but fell to Chan and Joint in three
thrilling sets in their return to the US Open
women'’s doubles on Friday.

The superstar sisters, whose 14 Grand Slam
doubles titles include two US Opens, rallied from
a break down in the third set and led the deciding
10-point tiebreaker 5-0 but fell 6-3, 6-7 (6/8), 7-6
(10/7).

- AFP

An Se-young completes China Masters hat-trick
as Jason Gunawan claims breakthrough title

Badminton

SHENZHEN — World No. 1 An
Se-young won a third straight China
Masters title yesterday, while Jason
Gunawan from Hong Kong emerged
as the tournament’s biggest surprise
by claiming the men’s singles
crown in his first appearance at a
BWF World Tour Super 750 event.

Top-seeded An, the reigning
Olympic and world champion
from South Korea, beat Japan’s
Tomoka Miyazaki 21-17, 21-6 in
the women'’s singles final.

The victory extended An’s
winning streak to 33 matches. She
has now won 49 of her 50 matches
this season, with her only defeat
coming against China’s Wang Zhiyi

in the All England final in March.

Andidnotdropagamethroughout
the tournament, following up her
world title last month with another
dominant performance in Shenzhen.
She also became the first player
to win the China Masters three
consecutive times.

Gunawan, ranked 32™ in the
world, beat fellow Hong Kong,
player Lee Cheuk Yiu 21-9, 21-16
in the men’s singles final.

The 22-year-old entered the tourna-
ment as the first alternate and reached
the final after beating Japan’s Koki
‘Watanabe, world No. 1 Jonatan Chris-
tie of Indonesia, defending champion
Weng Hongyang of China, and fifth
seed Anders Antonsen of Denmark.

The result made Gunawan the

first Hong Kong player to win a
BWF World Tour Super 750 or
higher-level singles title. It was also
the first time Hong Kong players
had occupied both places in a China
Masters men’s singles final.

In doubles, China’s Feng
Yanzhe and Huang Dongping won
the mixed doubles title by beating
Malaysia’s Hoo Pang Ron and Lai
Pei Jing 21-19, 21-16.

Japan’s Sumire Nakade and Miyu
Takahashi defeated China’s Bao
Lijing and Cao Zihan 21-18, 21-18
in the women’s doubles final, while
India’s Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty came from a game
down to beat China’s He Jiting and
Ren Xiangyu 11-21, 21-13, 21-17 in
the men’s doubles final.  — Xinhua
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Championship leader Antonelli
wins Italian Grand Prix

F1

MONZA, Italy - Kimi
Antonelli produced a dazzling
drive from the back of the grid
to see off Mercedes teammate
George Russell and win the Italian
Grand Prix at Monza yesterday.

It marked a seventh victory of
the season for the 20-year-old Ital-
ian, who won his home grand prix
for the first time and stretched his
lead at the top of the championship
standings to 66 points.

He is the first domestic winner
of the Italian GP since Ludovico
Scarfiotti in 1966.

Max  Verstappen finished
third in his Red Bull ahead of the
McLarens of Lando Norris and
Oscar Piastri. Seven-time world
champion Lewis Hamilton gave
the many Ferrari fans something to
cheer as he rounded off the top six.

The race started in dramatic
fashion when Hamilton’s teammate
Charles Leclerc slammed his Ferrari
off the track and into barriers.

The Monegasque, who is a two-
time winner at Monza, lost control
on the exit of the parabolica at the

end of lap two, going straight into
the gravel and flying side on into
the tyre barriers.

Leclerc stepped out of the car,
looking winded but otherwise unhurt.

The race was red-flagged with
Russell in the lead, having overtaken
pole-sitter Pierre Gasly of Alpine.

Antonelli, who began at the
back of the field in 19" after
exceeding the permitted number
of power unit changes, had already
moved his way up to 12" and once
the race restarted continued to pick
his way through the field.

On lap 18, he hit the front for the
first time but that was the start of a
desperate dogfight with Russell.

Antonelli benefitted from a
‘free’ tyre change during a virtual
safety car on lap 29 coming out
on a fresh sets of mediums while
Russell was left out on track with
his hard tyres.

A 15-second lead quickly
evaporated and after a botched
overtaking effort on lap 49, Antonelli
finally slipped past Russell a lap later
and eased his way through the final
three laps to take chequered flag.

— AFP

Van Aert claims shortened
Vuelta stage 15 win in high heat

Cycling

CORDOBA, Spain — Wout
van Aert won a sprint from a small
breakaway group to claim stage 15
of the Vuelta a Espana yesterday,
which was shortened because of
extreme heat conditions in the
south of Spain.

General classification leader
Enric Mas maintained his 2min
6sec lead on Felix Gall, with four-
time Vuelta winner Primoz Roglic
a further four seconds behind.

With temperatures crossing
40C organisers cut the planned
189.7 kilometre ride from Palma
del Rio to Cordoba by around
80km, and Visma-Lease a Bike’s
Belgian rider Van Aert claimed his
second stage win of the race.

Van Aert pumped his fists
after crossing the line ahead of
Alessandro Romele and Thibau
Nys, who went early but could not

cope with his compatriot’s power.

The modified route ran
110.2km through hilly territory
and began at a fast pace with a
flurry of attacks.

A group of 11 riders formed a
break but the peloton stayed close,
keeping the gap at 45 seconds
with 50km remaining.

Norwegian rider Andreas Lek-
nessund went solo around 39km from
the end, with Ramses Debruyne com-
ing across to him, before Van Aert,
Romele and Nys did the same.

A chase group languished a
minute behind. The peloton, con-
taining the general classification
contenders, finished two-and-
a-half minutes behind Van Aert.

Riders have a rest day today
before tomorrow’s 16" stage,
running 181.1km from La Rabida
to Palos de la Frontera, expected
to be another chance for the
sprinters. —AFP

Team Visma-Lease a bike’s Belgian rider Wout van Aert celebrates on the podium
wearing the points ranking leader’s green jersey after the 15" stage of the Vuelta
a Espana 2026 cycling tour, a 110,2 km race which was modified from the original
itinerary of 189,7 km following the activation of the high temperature protocol,

between Palma del Rio and Cordoba, Spain, yesterday.

-AFP
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Don’tstop them now: fans party for Freddie Mercury’s 80" birthday

Fans pose in front of Freddie Mercury statue overlooking Lake Geneva during
Montreux Freddie Day, marking the 80" anniversary of the birth of British music

band Queen’s frontman, in Montreux, Switzerland, on Saturday.

Adam Plowright

VENICE — A new film about
Qasis’s historic 2025 world tour,
which premiered on Saturday in
Venice, captures the frosty reunion
of the British band’s Gallagher
brothers — and shows how their
children have become the “cement”
in their volatile relationship.

Titled “Oasis: Don’t Look Back
in Anger”, the documentary reveals
the moment Liam Gallagher arrived
for the first meeting in 15 years
with estranged brother Noel for a
rehearsal ahead of their “Live ‘257
tour.

His first words are to object to
some acoustic shields on the drums
— “they’re giving me the hump” —+
before he launches into the songs in
characteristic style and then leaves
without saying a word.

“They’re English working-class
men, they’re not going to show
emotion, not going to even shake
hands,” film creator Steven Knight,
creator of the “Peaky Blinders” TV
series and the writer of the new
James Bond film, told AFP.

Over the course of the tour, the
combustible  brothers gradually
bury one of the most famous feuds
in modern rock music, which dates
back to a 2009 backstage fight
before a concert in Paris.

Fans began gathering at the
Venice Film Festival on Saturday
morning ahead of the premiere,
with the Gallagher brothers waving
to them from a boat as they arrived

- AFP

Robin Millard

MONTREUX, Switzerland —
Thousands of Queen fans sang,
cheered and partied at the Freddie
Mercury statue in Montreux on
Saturday to celebrate what would
have been the legendary British
singer’s 80" birthday.

Wearing outlandish outfits re-
flecting Mercury’s stage costumes,
fans gathered in honour of the
frontman in the Swiss town where
he sought peace in his final years
and recorded his last vocals.

“It is a special birthday, so
you’ve got to make the effort
to come and celebrate all things
Freddie,” said Sonia, who travelled
from Canberra.

Fans hailed from Australia to
Japan to even the housing estate in
Feltham, near London’s Heathrow
Airport, where Mercury’s Parsi
family moved to after fleeing the
Zanzibar revolution in 1964.

The bronze statue of Mercury in
a triumphant pose, erected in 1996
overlooking Lake Geneva, was
decked with balloons, flowers and
tributes left by well-wishers.

Appreciation of Queen’s legacy
and Mercury’s unique talent has
only grown since his death in 1991
from bronchial pneumonia, brought
on by AIDS.

Among the world’s best-selling
artists ever, most of the group’s
sales have come since the singer’s
passing at the age of 45.

New generation of fans

Queen owned Mountain Studios,
built into the Montreux Casino, and
recorded six albums there.

Now a Queen exhibition space,
visitors can try out the mixing desk.

James Perkin pushed up the
faders on “A Winter’s Tale” — the
last song Mercury wrote, and a
dying man’s ode to the picturesque
tranquillity of Montreux.

“Such a beautiful, life-affirming
song at that point in his life,” said
Perkin, the guitarist in Don’t Stop
Queen Now, the tribute band which
closed yesterday’s festivities.

The Freddie Days birthday
event has been running since 2003
and has grown over time.

The free, five-day event’s
volunteer organiser Lucien Muller
told AFP that 14,000 to 16,000
people were estimated to have attend.

“There’s people who come every
year. I won’t say a community; I
would say a family. We are all here
to celebrate, to party, to have fun,”
he said.

“We try to honour Freddie
Mercury’s legacy in a town that
was very important for him.”

The Oscar-winning 2018 biopic
“Bohemian Rhapsody” brought Mer-
cury to a new generation of fans.

One 13-year-old girl, wearing
the singer’s iconic 1986 Magic Tour
yellow jacket, was busily sketching
a portrait of Mercury by the statue.

Julie Criddle, from Wiltshire in
southwest England, was at the video

New Oasis film captures band’s frosty reunion

in the sun-drenched Italian city.
Their on-stage reunion last
year saw an outpouring of 1990s
nostalgia and support for Oasis,
one of the biggest rock bands of the
past 30 years, with the film seeking
to explain why they have such
strong cross-generational and cross-

language appeal.
Liam and Noel’s reconciliation
was helped by the budding

relationships between their children
who didn’t know each other before
the band reunion, according to
Knight.

“I think once their kids got
involved, that was the cement.
Their kids met and became mates,”
he added.

Asked about his work on the
next Bond, Knight said he couldn’t
talk about it, adding only: “I’'m very
much looking forward to that. It’s
going to be really good.”

Music at the cinema

“Don’t Look Back in Anger”
is part of a lucrative new trend
of major artists releasing tightly
controlled films about their tours,
allowing fans who missed out on
tickets to get an alternative view of
the shows in the cinema.

Taylor Swift’s film about her Eras
Tour in 2023 grossed an estimated
US$260 million worldwide, while
Beyoncé also released a movie the
same year about her tour, raking in
US$44 million.

“I think it’s really good, and the

reason that anyone wants to fund
something like this is because they
see a precedent,” Knight added.

The expletive-heavy  Oasis
movie is mostly feel-good enter-
tainment, making no reference to
contentious issues such as the
“dynamic pricing” of tickets which
saw some fans pay significantly
more than they expected.

It also skims over the 2009
break-up and the ensuing years of
rancour, but it reveals Liam’s nerves
about messing up, his decision to
avoid all cigarettes and alcohol on
tour, and how Noel was a “mess”
with his emotions at the start of the
first concert in Cardiff in July 2025.

The film was  directed
by renowned British music
documentary makers Dylan
Southern and Will Lovelace who
worked alongside Knight.

Lovelace said they were initially
“daunted” by the task.

“The eyes of the world are
on this thing, and it involves two
brothers who are famously volatile
and we didn’t know how it was
going to turn out,” he told AFP.

The Oasis duo as well as
British acting superstar Robert
Pattinson, appearing for his new
film “Primetime”, brought a buzz
to the Venice festival on Saturday
which has been largely shunned by
big Hollywood studios this year.

“Oasis: Don’t Look Back in
Anger” will be released worldwide
from Wednesday. — AFP

shoot for “We Are The Champions”
in 1977 and has been coming to the
Freddie Days for 11 years.

“There’s so many people here
that aren’t old enough to have
seen Queen live, which is fantastic
because it’s keeping Freddie’s
name alive,” she said.

‘He’d have loved it’

Fans were dressed in a myriad
of Mercury outfits, including his
“Invisible Man” sunglasses, “Flash
Gordon” T-shirts, 1982 “Arrows”
jackets and his 39" birthday “Living
onmy Own” black and white leggings.

Peter Straker, Mercury’s friend
and fellow singer, told AFP: “He’s
dead, but the spirit lives on, and the
joy and celebration of a human life
— it’s fantastic.”

The event also saw concerts and
talks, including one on Mercury’s
trailblazing 1988 “Barcelona” duet
album recorded with the Spanish
opera diva Montserrat Caballe.

“He would have been amazed
that people still come from all over
the world in such large numbers to
celebrate — he’d have loved it; he
loved being idolised! — though he’d
have hated being 80!” composer
Mike Moran, who co-wrote the
album with Mercury, told AFP.

The day culminated with
Mercury’s sister Kashmira Bulsara
cutting the 80™ birthday cake.

Fans sang “Happy Birthday”
and the party continued into the
night. —AFP

British brothers Liam Gallagher (right) and Noel Gallagher pose during the red
carpet event for the screening of “Oasis: don’t look back in anger” presented out
of competition at Italy’s 83" International Venice Film Festival, at Venice Lido on

Saturday. - AFP
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Riders compete during the MXGP People walk with robot dogs

event at Grand Prix of Tiirkiye during the opening of the 2026

of the FIM Motocross World IFA international trade show for
Championship in Afyonkarahisar, consumer electronics and home
Turkiye, yesterday. — AFP appliances, on Friday in Berlin. — AFP

Flinto12oclock! /Kite jam!

Kites fly as people swim during the Festival du Vent (Wind Festival) in
Portiragnes-Plage, southern France yesterday. — AFP

A participant competes in the
caber toss competition during
the annual Braemar Gathering
in Braemar, central Scotland,
on Saturday. - AFP

i Taking on a foothall theme
“ow I‘"gl‘l can vnu 'IV? A person wearing a Venetian costume takes part in a parade through the

A youth performs on a flyboard in the waters of Shatt al-Arab river near Mohammed Bagqir al-Sadr town’s streets d,””“S the 29m edition of Les Flaneries au Miroir, a Venetian-style
Bridge in the southern Iragi city of Basra on Friday. _AFP costume gathering, in Martigues, south-eastern France, yesterday. — AFP




