
DIRECTOR: Harald Brüning https://www.macaupostdaily.com    MOP 6.00YEAR 22         NO.5383         FRIDAY September 4, 2026 

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper – Your trustworthy source of news & views The Macau Post Daily

Published by Macau Cultural Box Ltd.               Printed by Welfare Printing Ltd.              Head office: 39 Rua dos Mercadores, Centro Comercial Ou Chong, 5/F, D, Macau.      
Tel.: 2833 1050             E-mail: macaupost@macau.ctm.net             Fax: 2833 1104             GCS Registry No. 223             ISSN 1813-2898

China urges US to act for peace, 
stability in LatAm & Caribbean

China urged the United States to choose the course of 
action that is conducive to peace and stability in Latin America 
and the Caribbean region, foreign ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning said yesterday.     – Story on p. 7

Trump’s embrace of crown prince 
ushers in new era in US-Saudi ties

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s trip to 
Washington has been a triumph, with Donald Trump rolling 
out the red carpet for “the future king” and absolving him of 
the criticism he has faced for years.              –  Story on p. 11

Portugal’s TAP !ies back into 
black amid Air France interest

Air France yesterday indicated its interest in taking a 
stake in TAP Air Portugal, as the Portuguese carrier flew back 
into the black in the third quarter.

  – Story on p. 12 

Tony Wong
On the first day of his official 

visit to Malaysia, Macao Special 
Administrative Region (MSAR) 
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai 
addressed a reception hosted by 
the MSAR Government in Kuala 
Lumpur yesterday evening, where he 
said that the visit to Malaysia by the 
MSAR delegation aims to continue 
the traditional friendship between 
both sides, further build consensus, 
and elevate pragmatic cooperation 
between Macau and Malaysia 
to a higher level, according to a 
statement by the Macao Government 
Information Bureau (GCS) last night.

Sam said that Macau expects 
to serve as a solid bridge for 
deepening cooperation between 
Malaysia and the Chinese mainland, 
working together to forge a new era 
of mutual benefit and coordinated 
development.

Sam departed from Macau on 
Saturday last week for an eight-day 
working visit to three Southeast Asian 
countries – Singapore, Indonesia, and 
Malaysia. He is leading a delegation 
comprising local officials and about 
120 business representatives on his 
visit to the three countries.

Sam’s delegation arrived in 
Kuala Lumpur from Jakarta on 

Wednesday night. They are sched-
uled to return to Macau tomorrow.

Yesterday’s reception was attended 
by about 350 people, including 
officials and business representatives 
of the MSAR delegation visiting 
Malaysia, representatives from the 
Chinese Embassy in Malaysia, and 

members from various segments of 
Malaysia’s civil society.

In his speech, Sam noted 
that China and Malaysia are 
close regional neighbours with 
longstanding friendship and sincere 
partners moving forward together. 
In April 2025, President Xi Jinping 

paid a state visit to Malaysia, where 
both sides jointly announced the 
building of a high-level, strategic 
China-Malaysia community with 
a shared future, ushering in a new 
“Golden 50 Years” for bilateral 
relations, Sam noted, adding that 
this has injected strong impetus 

Sam vows higher-level 
cooperation with Malaysia

into regional peace, prosperity, and 
development, while bringing new 
opportunities for Macau to deepen 
its cooperation with Malaysia.

Sam pointed out that both Macau 
and Malaysia are vital nodes along 
the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road 
– the second component of the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), sharing 
close cultural affinity and frequent 
people-to-people exchanges. Thanks 
to mutual visa exemptions and 
direct flights, cooperation between 
the two sides has yielded fruitful 
results in trade, investment, tourism, 
conventions and exhibitions, and 
education, he said.

Continued on p.5

Dignitaries offer a toast during yesterday’s reception hosted by the MSAR Government in Kuala Lumpur comprising (from left to 
right) Chinese Ambassador to Malaysia Ouyang Yujing, Malaysia’s Minister of Tourism, Arts and Culture Tiong King Sing, Chief 
Executive Sam Hou Fai, Malaysia’s Deputy Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry Sim Tze Tzin, and Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han.            – Photo: GCS

A choir performs during a ceremony marking the 81st anniversary of the victory of the Chinese People’s War of Resistance 
against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War at the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by 
Japanese Invaders, in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, yesterday. The commemorative event was held at the memorial hall, where 
attendees presented flower baskets, recited poems, and sang songs under the theme “Remember History, Cherish Peace. – Xinhua

(More on pages 4 & 6)

LONDON – Apple faces a 
£2 billion (US$2.7 billion) lawsuit 
brought by UK app developers 
who accused yesterday the US 
tech giant of giving its own 
advertising services an unfair 
advantage by imposing tougher 
privacy rules on third parties.

The claim, filed with the 
Competition Appeal Tribunal 
by law firm Hausfeld, centres 
on Apple’s App Tracking 
Transparency (ATT) system, 
which has also come under 
scrutiny in several European 
countries.

The feature, introduced by 
Apple in 2021, requires apps to 
obtain user consent through a 
pop-up window before tracking 
their activity across other apps 
and websites.

If they decline, the app loses 
access to information on that user 
which enables targeted ads.

The claimants argue that 
the system was “designed and 
implemented unfairly and without 
proper consultation, imposing 
stricter requirements on third-
party app developers than on its 
own services.”  – AFP

Apple faces US$2.7 billion lawsuit 
in UK over app privacy feature
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v  Macau  Weather
MAINLY CLOUDY. 
A FEW SHOWERS. 
FORCE 3 TO 5 WEST TO 
NORTHWESTERLY WINDS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE 
BETWEEN 60% AND 95%.

25ºC~29ºC
Source: SMG

Published since Aug 2004
Director & Chief Editor – Harald Brüning
Office Manager  –  Sally Chong
Marketing Manager – Kevin Cheung King Lok
Managing Editor  –  Maria Cheang Ut Meng 
Editors  –  Lesley Wells, Johnny Un
Senior Reporters  –  Tony Wong, Rui Pastorin
Reporters  –  Khalel Vallo, William Chan, 
Ida Cheong, Armindo Neves
Chief Graphic Designer – Simon Wang
Graphic Designer – Colin Zhong
Administrative Assistants  –  Ester Mak, Carl Leong
Printed by Tipografia Welfare Lda., 82-86 Rua 
dos Pescadores 
Ai tools: DeepSeek, Gemini
Wire services – AFP, Xinhua

Staff Reporter
The body of a middle-aged 

non-resident woman was found 
floating in the sea near One Central 
yesterday morning, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) said in a statement.

According to the statement, 
the Macao Customs Service 
notified the Case Reporting and 
Emergency Operation Centre 

at 7:17 a.m. The woman was 
pronounced dead after being 
rushed to the public Conde S. 
Januário Hospital Centre.

On-site and hospital investi-
gations by the police revealed no 
external injuries suggesting crim-
inal involvement or violence.

The case has been officially 
classified as a “dead body found,” 

with the exact cause of death to be 
determined following an official 
autopsy and further investigation, 
the statement noted. It added that 
the case file has been transferred to 
the PJ’s Investigation Department 
for follow-up.

The statement did not say why 
the police confirmed the woman’s 
non-resident status. 

Woman found dead !oating o" One 
Central: police

Armindo Neves
A private car flipped over after 

colliding with a parked vehicle on 
Estrada de Cacilhas (海邊馬路) at 
noon yesterday, a Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) spokesman con-
firmed to the Post by phone last night.

According to the spokesman, 
PSP officers received a report at 
12:14 p.m. yesterday of a traffic 
accident with an injured person on 
that stretch of road.

Upon arriving at the scene, 
officers found a vehicle lying on 
its roof in the middle of the road. 
The driver – the only person injured 
– had already climbed out of the 
vehicle unaided.

The spokesman identified the 
driver as a local man in his 30s 
who was conscious and coherent. 
A breathalyser test returned a 
reading of zero. However, as he 
had sustained minor injuries, he 
was taken to the private Kiang Wu 
Hospital for treatment.

Initial enquiries revealed that 
the driver collided with a vehicle 
parked in a metered bay on the 
left side of the road, causing his 
car to overturn. As the driver was 
still receiving medical attention 
when the Post talked to the PSP 
spokesman, the exact cause of the 
incident still remained unclear last 
night, the spokesman added. 

Vehicle turns turtle after 
colliding with parked car

This photo sourced from Facebook last night shows an overturned private vehicle 
yesterday afternoon on Estrada de Cacilhas. The Post cannot verify its authenticity

Sands China trains 42 responsible gaming ambassadors
Khalel Vallo

Sands China held its 11th Re-
sponsible Gaming Ambassador 
Advanced Training Programme on 
August 24 and 25 at The Londoner 
Macao integrated resort in Cotai, 
training 42 team members to bet-
ter identify and respond to signs of 
problem gambling, according to a 
statement by Sands yesterday.

The two-day programme pro-
vided frontline team members with 
professional training on gambling 
disorders, including scenario-based 
videos, interactive games, role-
playing and assessments, the state-
ment said, noting that participants 
who completed the programme 
received certificates from the 
International Gaming Institute of 
the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas (UNLV).

Prof. Alan Feldman, chair of 
the Nevada Advisory Committee 

on Problem Gambling and director 
of Strategic Initiatives at UNLV’s 
International Gaming Institute, led the 
training and discussed the causes of 
problem gambling, warning signs and 
communication skills for assisting 
people experiencing gambling 
problems, the statement noted

Prof. Davis Fong Ka Chio, 
director of the Institute for the Study of 
Commercial Gaming at the University 
of Macau (UM), also spoke about 
the latest developments in Macau’s 
responsible gaming policies and 
industry trends, the statement noted, 
underlining that senior counsellors 
from the Sheng Kung Hui Macau 
Social Services Coordination Office 
(SKHWC) introduced consultation 
strategies and its 24-hour counselling 
hotline and face-to-face counselling 
services.

Meanwhile, Wilfred Wong Ying 
Wai, executive vice chairman of 

Sands China, said that responsible 
gaming is crucial to the company’s 
corporate social responsibility and 
the sustainable development of 
Macau’s integrated tourism and 
leisure industry, the statement said, 
adding that the company would 
continue strengthening industry-
academia-community collaboration 
to improve team members’ 
professional skills.

The integrated resort operator 
said that all of its more than 
28,000 team members are required 
to complete responsible gaming 
training upon joining the company, 
noting that the advanced programme, 
launched in 2013, has trained more 
than 1,000 participants and is 
updated annually to reflect industry 
developments and responsible 
gaming initiatives introduced 
by the Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau (DICJ). 

This undated handout photo provided by Sands China yesterday shows Prof. Alan 
Feldman, chair of the Nevada Advisory Committee on Problem Gambling, addressing 
the two-day 11th Responsible Gaming Ambassador Advanced Training Programme on 
August 24 and 25 at The Londoner Macao integrated resort in Cotai. 

Ida Cheong
The Municipal Affairs Bureau 

(IAM) announced in a statement 
on Wednesday that it has ordered 
“Chun Kei Siu Mei Takeaway” 
(泉記燒味外賣) on Avenida do 
Conselheiro Borja (青洲大馬路) 
to suspend operations after its roast 
meat products, “roast goose” and 
“roast pork,” were found to contain 
Listeria monocytogenes.

According to local microbio-
logical guidelines for ready-to-eat 
food, two sample tests revealed 
unsatisfactory levels of Listeria 
monocytogenes.

According to the statement, 
the bureau has taken immediate 
follow-up action, ordering the 
shop to cease sales of the affected 
products, halt business operations, 
and rectify its food preparation 
and processing procedures, 
adding that the establishment 
must clean and disinfect all 
equipment, facilities, and utensils 
until it meets health requirements 
and passes a re-inspection.

Furthermore, the person in 
charge must arrange for staff to 
attend food hygiene supervision 
courses to raise hygiene awareness 
regarding food handling and 
preparation, the statement added.

The statement pointed out 
that while Listeria can survive 
and multiply at refrigeration 
temperatures, standard thorough 

heating can effectively destroy it. 
Consuming food contaminated 
with Listeria can cause illness, 
with symptoms typically including 
fever, muscle aches, headache, 
nausea, vomiting, and diarrhoea. 
High-risk groups, such as 
newborns and the elderly, may 
develop severe complications.

The bureau urged the food trade 
to strictly adhere to food hygiene 
and safety standards, strengthen 
processing controls particularly 
regarding temperature and time, 
and ensure raw and cooked food 
are stored and handled separately. 
Thorough environmental sanita-

tion, disinfection, and personal 
hygiene practices must also be 
maintained.

In order to reduce the risk 
of Listeria infection, members 
of the public, especially high-
risk individuals such as pregnant 
women, are advised to consume 
freshly cooked hot food whenever 
possible or thoroughly reheat 
food prior to consumption, the 
statement said. 

*Listeria monocytogenes 
is a hardy bacterium found in 
soil, water, and certain foods 
that causes an infection called 
listeriosis. – Gemini

Locally made roast meat found 
to contain Listeria

This undated handout provided by the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) on 
Wednesday shows a roast pork (left) and goose sample found to contain Listeria.
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Armindo Neves
With just 16 days to go until 

the start of the 20th Asian Games, 
the Wushu events will be held from 
September 20 to 24 at the Aichi 
Prefectural Budokan* in Japan, 
where a total of 15 gold medals will 
be awarded.

The Post interviewed the head 
coach of the Macau delegation’s 
Wushu team, Iao Chon In, last week 
to assess the squad’s preparations 
for the competition.

In the written interview, Iao 
noted that the team recently 
completed practical testing at 
events such as last month’s Taolu 
World Cup, and that all training is 
now strictly focused on the Asian 
Games.

To prepare for the high-intensity 
competition, the team arranged 
altitude training to build up physical 
endurance while conducting 
targeted adjustments by simulating 
the competition venue and climate 
conditions.

The Sanda (Chinese Kickboxing) 
squad also travelled to Shandong 
province for closed training camps 
with the local provincial team to 
adapt to the high-intensity rhythm 
of combat in advance, Iao added.

Regarding technique and tactics, 
Iao said that the Taolu team is 
focusing on improving the stability 
and execution quality of their high-
difficulty moves, Iao said, adding 
that the team have also refined their 
routines under the new rules to 
enhance the sense of offensive and 
defensive intent, alongside artistic 
expression.

The team is striving for 
breakthroughs in both move 
difficulty and choreographic details, 
he said. The relevant routines 
have been successfully rehearsed, 
and officials hope they will have 
a “decisive effect” on the Asian 
Games stage, he added. 

Meanwhile, according to Iao, 
the Sanda team is concentrating on 
combat ability and tactical execution, 
with three debutants undergoing 
comprehensive strengthening in 
attacking techniques, throwing 
skills, and mental resilience.

Iao highlighted that the Macau 
Wushu team demonstrates an 
excellent pattern of generational 
succession for these Games. Veteran 
athlete Huang Jun Hua, competing in 
his final Asian Games, has provided 
a stabilising presence, he said. 
Middle-generation athletes, such as 

Song Chi Kuan, have matured into 
world champions and taken on key 
responsibilities, while rising stars 
like Chan Chi Ngou have delivered 
impressive performances in major 
competitions, Iao said. 

To manage preparation pressure, 
the coaching staff have used high-
pressure scenario simulations and 
one-on-one communication to 
help athletes convert stress into 
motivation and focus on peak 
performance, he said.

Iao emphasised that the Macau 
Wushu Team have secured medals 
in consecutive Asian Games and 
will give their all to reach the 
podium once more. The coaching 
team hope the entire squad will 
show the courage and determination 
to fight hard, demonstrating a 
tenacious, “never-give-up spirit” 
and strong unity to Asia and the 
people of Macau, presenting to the 
world the true calibre of the city’s 
athletes. 

*Budokan (武道館) literally 
means “Martial Arts Hall” in 
Japanese. Bu (武) = martial / 
military. Dō (道) = way / path. Kan 
(館) = building / hall. So, the term 
translates to “The Hall of the Way 
of Martial Arts.” 

Macau Wushu Team to show 
‘never-give-up spirit’ 

at Asian Games: coach

This undated and unlocated handout photo shows Macau Wushu Team coach Iao Chon In (fourth from left) posing with his team 
members recently.                – Photo courtesy of Iao Chon In

Khalel Vallo
Wynn Palace has been ranked 

96 on The World’s 50 Best* Hotels 
2026 Extended 51–100 List, becom-
ing the first hotel in Macau to receive 
the international recognition, accord-
ing to a statement by the integrated 
resort on Wednesday.

The recognition highlights 
Wynn Palace’s hospitality, culinary 
and resort experiences, according to 
the statement, adding that the resort 
has 1,706 rooms, suites and villas, 
alongside a spa, Wynn Esplanade, 
Performance Lake, SkyCab and 
Illuminarium. 

The statement also said that the inte-
grated resort also features large-scale 

floral sculptures and rare art pieces.
Its dining options include Chef 

Tam’s Seasons, currently the only 
restaurant in Macau featured on 
Asia’s 50 Best Restaurants list, as 
well as the Gourmet Pavilion and 
other dining and bar options.

The World’s 50 Best Hotels 
Academy curated the Extended 
51–100 List. Introduced in 2025, this 
year’s edition features 50 additional 
hotels across six continents and is 
selected by a global panel of more 
than 800 independent experts.

Wynn Palace said the recognition 
further reinforces its position in 
luxury hospitality and contributes 
to Macau’s development as a World 

Centre of Tourism and Leisure. 
*The World’s 50 Best is a global 

ranking organisation, published by 
UK media company William Reed, 
which evaluates and celebrates 
excellence across the hospitality 
industry. Originally launched in 2002 
as The World’s 50 Best Restaurants, it 
has expanded into a major authority 
covering high-end dining, bars, and 
luxury hotels worldwide. Serving as 
an influential barometer of global 
culinary and hospitality trends, the list 
highlights top destination venues and 
features dedicated regional editions 
covering Asia, Latin America, North 
America, and the Middle East & 
North Africa. – Gemini

Wynn Palace debuts on World’s 50 Best Hotels Extended 51-100 List

This undated handout photo provided by Wynn Palace on Wednesday shows its 
integrated resort alongside its cable car in Cotai.  

Ida Cheong
Aiming to celebrate the 77th 

Anniversary of the Founding of 
the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) and respond to “World 
Walking Day”, the Sports Bureau 
will hold the “2026 Macao 
National Day & World Walking 
Day Fun Run” on National Day, 
October 1, immediately after 
the National Day flag-raising 
ceremony, Sports Bureau (ID) 
Sports Development Department 
Chief Chao Kuok Wai announced 
at a press conference yesterday.

The press conference about 
the sporting event took place 
at the bureau’s headquarters in 
Zape.

This year’s event will 
officially kick off at 8:15 a.m. 
on National Day. Starting and 
finishing in Praça Flor de Lótus 
(Golden Lotus Square - 金蓮花
廣場), the approximately 3-km 
route will cover Avenida da 
Amizade, Avenida Dr. Sun Yat 
Sen, and Alameda Dr. Carlos 
d’Assumpção, according to an ID 
statement yesterday.

The statement noted that 
participants may choose to take 
part in either the fun run or the 

walk: fun run registration is open 
from now until September 23 at 
12:00 p.m., and walk registration 
is available from now until Sep-
tember 30 at 12:00 p.m. Registra-
tion is open to both individuals 
and teams.

Chao noted in a speech that 
to encourage active participation 
among Macau residents and 
various sectors of civil society, 
the event will feature two special 
“National Day Cups”, awarded to 
the first fun run runner to reach 
the finish line and the group with 
the highest number of finishers 
across the entire event.

In the fun run, prizes will be 
awarded to the top 10 finishers 
in both the men’s and women’s 
divisions. For group awards, 
trophies will be presented to the 
group with the largest number of 
total finishers in each of the five 
categories: schools, sports 
associations, hometown and clan 
associations (鄉族), public and 
private organisations, and other 
social groups, Chao said, adding 
that all participants who com-
plete the full course will receive 
an electronic commemorative 
certificate. 

Walking day & fun run to 
mark National Day

Seated next to a sports-sector representative, Sports Bureau (ID) Development 
Department Chief Chao Kuok Wai (left) poses during yesterday’s press 
conference at the bureau’s headquarters in Zape.               – Photo: Ida Cheong 
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Exhibition pays tribute to nation’s aviation heroes in Chinese Exhibition pays tribute to nation’s aviation heroes in Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese AggressionPeople’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression

Rui Pastorin
An ongoing exhibition is providing insights 

into the Chinese People’s War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression and its aviation 
heroes through a variety of informative 
exhibits at the basement level of the China-
Portuguese-speaking Countries Commercial 
and Trade Service Platform Complex in Sai 
Van, aka Forum Macao Complex.

Titled “Heroic Souls Cast in the Vast 
Sky – Exhibition on the Historical Facts of 
Aviation during the Chinese People’s War 
of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression 
(Macao Tour)”, the exhibition opened earlier 
this week, with exhibits in English and 
Chinese presented through Monday.

The full-scale war ravaged the country 
from September 18, 1931 to September 2, 
1945, having started when Japan invaded 
Northeast China (Manchuria) in the 
infamous Mukden Incident.

According to DeepSeek, on Septem-
ber 18, 1931, Japanese troops deliberately 
blew up a small section of railway they con-

trolled near Shenyang (then called Mukden) 
in northeast China. They blamed Chinese 
troops for the sabotage and used this as a 
pretext to attack the nearby Chinese barracks 
that same night, launching a full-scale inva-
sion of northeast China.

Japan surrendered on September 2, 1945. 
While Japan announced its intention to 
surrender on August 15, 1945, September 2 is 
the date the formal, legally binding surrender 
was signed, marking the official end of World 
War II in the Asia-Pacific region.

The ceremony concluded at 9:18 a.m, a 
symbolic moment that echoes the September 
18, 1931 Mukden Incident that started the 
rapacious war.

This is why September 3 is recognised in 
China as the “Victory Day” (中國人民抗日
戰爭勝利紀念日) for the War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression.

At the exhibition, upon entering, visitors 
are briefed about the history of Japan’s 
atrocious war against the Chinese people, with 
a statement displayed at the venue highlighting 

the war as marking “the first complete victory 
won by the Chinese people against foreign 
aggression in modern history” which was a 
historic turning point for the nation.

The statement further highlights the 
extraordinarily brave efforts of its aviation 
heroes, noting that officers and soldiers of the 
Chinese Airforce fought with “unwavering 
resolve for national survival, national 
rejuvenation, and the universal cause for 
human justice”, as well as pointed out their 
sacrifices and contributions towards victory.

Among the exhibits are also those that note 
the support provided by both the Soviet Union 
and the US, with the foreword adding that 
hundreds of airmen were sent to fight shoulder 
to shoulder with their Chinese counterparts.

In all, the aviation martyrs’ “heroic deeds 
and noble spirit will forever be engraved in 
the hearts of the Chinese people and people 
across the world”, as pointed out in one of 
the exhibits.

The highly didactical exhibition is 
organised by the Office of the Commissioner 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
People’s Republic of China in the Macao 
SAR, the Nanjing Dr. Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum 
Administration Bureau, the Permanent 
Secretariat of the Forum for Economic 
and Trade Cooperation between China and 
Portuguese-speaking Countries (Macao), and 
the Macao Historical Society, according to a 
statement by the office on Monday.

Monday’s opening event was attended by 
Bian Lixin, Commissioner of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic 
of China in the Macao SAR; Wallis O Lam, 
Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture; 
Deputy Director Yang Weiqun of the Liaison 
Office of the Central People’s Government 
in the Macao SAR; and Deputy Commander 
Dai Jinsong of the People’s Liberation Army 
Macao Garrison, according to the statement.

Also over 100 representatives from 
the local educational and cultural sectors, 
along with secondary school teachers and 
students, attended the opening ceremony, 
the statement said.

Photos of the exhibits taken by Rui Pastorin yesterday afternoon.
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Staff Reporter
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested a man from the Chinese 
mainland on Wednesday for 
making a false report after 
gambling away his money at a 
casino, PJ spokeswoman Leong 
Sok Man said during a regular 
press conference yesterday.

Leong identified the suspect as 
a 31-year-old supermarket owner, 
surnamed Chi.

According to Leong, at around 
5:00 a.m. on Wednesday, the 
Judiciary Police received a report 
from Chi, who said that he had rented 
a room in a residential flat in Nape 
on Sunday from an acquaintance for 
350 patacas per day.

Leong also said Chi claimed 
that he had placed HK$30,000 
(30,880 patacas) in cash in the 
room he rented and locked the 

door before leaving. When he 
returned to the room early on 
Wednesday morning, he claimed 
he discovered that the money was 
missing.

However, while recording his 
statement, PJ officers found that 
Chi was unable to explain key 
details of the alleged theft, raising 
suspicions that the report was 
false, Leong said.

Leong added that upon further 
questioning, the suspect admitted 
that he had lost the HK$30,000 
while gambling at a casino and, 
unable to explain the loss to his 
family, fabricated the theft report 
in an attempt to conceal the 
gambling loss.

Chi has meanwhile been 
transferred to the Public Prosecutions 
Office (MP), where he faces a charge 
of falsely reporting a crime. 

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokeswoman Leong Sok Man looks on during yesterday’s 
regular press conference.             – Photo: MPD 

Police nab mainlander for 
false report after gambling 

away his money Rui Pastorin
Galaxy Entertainment Group 

(GEG) and the Lui Che Woo Family 
Charitable Foundation will jointly 
donate 10 million patacas in support 
of relief and recovery works of 
Gyirong Port (border checkpoint) 
in Gyirong County, Xigaze, Xizang 
Autonomous Region, which was 
recently struck by a severe mudside, 
the integrated resort operator 
announced in a statement yesterday.

The donation, remitted with the 
assistance of the Liaison Office of 
the Central People’s Government 
in the Macao SAR, will be used 
to “support emergency search 
and rescue operations, relief 

supplies, temporary resettlement, 
medical assistance, and subsequent 
reconstruction and recovery efforts 
in the affected communities”, 
according to the statement.

GEG Chairman Francis Lui Yiu 
Tung was quoted in the statement 
as saying that the company extends 
their sympathies to all those 
affected, as well as their “highest 
respect and gratitude to all frontline 
rescue personnel for their dedication 
and tireless efforts”.

“In the face of this tragedy, 
people from all walks of life have 
come together swiftly to offer 
support, reflecting the Chinese 
nation’s enduring spirit of solidarity, 

mutual assistance, and unity in 
times of adversity”, Lui added.

Lui also noted that the company 
hopes that the donation “will provide 
timely and meaningful assistance to 
relief and recovery efforts, helping 
affected communities overcome this 
difficult time and begin rebuilding 
their lives.”

Moreover, the statement said that 
they hope that, with the support of 
the Central Government, the Xizang 
Autonomous Regional Government, 
and all sectors of society, “affected 
residents will overcome current 
challenges, rebuild their homes and 
livelihoods, and restore normalcy as 
soon as possible”. 

This image recently provided by Galaxy Macau shows the properties of integrated resort operator Galaxy Entertainment Group 
(GEG) in Cotai. 

GEG, Lui Che Woo Family Charitable Foundation 
donate 10 million patacas to Xizang

Sam vows higher-level cooperation with Malaysia
Continued  from p.1

Malaysia is not only an 
important trade partner and source 
of international tourists for Macau, 
but both sides also demonstrate 
immense potential for cooperation 
in cultural exchanges, educational 
partnerships, and the promotion of 
Muslim-friendly tourism, Sam said.

Sam noted that the MSAR 
Government started implementing 
Macau’s 3rd Five-Year Plan 
last month, outlining Macau’s 
commitment to closely aligning with 
national strategies, consolidating 
and enhancing its competitive 
advantages, and better integrating 
into the nation’s overall development.

Sam noted that Malaysia also 
released its 13th Malaysia Plan last 
year, outlining its development 
blueprint for the next five years. 
Macau is keen to strengthen the 
alignment of macro planning with 
Malaysia, deepening pragmatic 
cooperation in sectors such 
as tourism, conventions and 
exhibitions, the digital economy, 
traditional Chinese medicine 
(TCM), green energy, and cross-
border e-commerce, he said.

Sam said he welcomes those 
in Malaysia to visit Macau for a 
fact-finding tour, investment and 

business, or holiday, expecting 
Malaysian businesses to seize new 
opportunities in China’s booming 
market and establish operations in 
Macau and Hengqin.

Also addressing the reception, 
Malaysia’s Minister of Tourism, Arts 
and Culture Tiong King Sing said 
that Malaysia holds an important 
place within ASEAN, which has 
experienced sustained economic 
growth in recent years, making the 
regional market increasingly valued 
by international enterprises.

ASEAN is the abbreviation 
of the 11-member Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations. It is 
headquartered in Jakarta.

Tiong noted that Macau is part of 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA), which 
boasts a vast consumer market, 
robust capital, and strong innovation 
capabilities. He suggested that 
Malaysia and Macau can better 
connect their respective networks, 
allowing businesses to see broader 
development opportunities between 
ASEAN and the GBA.

Tiong noted that in tourism 
cooperation, Malaysia and Macau 
can continuously promote exchanges 
and jointly develop tourism products. 
Industry players on both sides 

can thoroughly study the market, 
including travel itineraries, joint 
promotions, and more convenient air 
connections, he said.

Tiong said that an increase 
in visitor arrivals will benefit not 
only the tourism sector, but also 
restaurants, retailers, MICE, and local 
economies. Education is similarly 
worthy of long-term commitment, 
he said, adding that the friendships 
and mutual understanding forged 
through youth and student exchange 
programmes will serve as the most 
natural and solid foundation for 
future Macau-Malaysia ties.

Sam meets with 
Malaysia’s trade deputy 
minister

Meanwhile, according to a 
separate GCS statement, Sam met 
with Malaysia’s Deputy Minister of 
Investment, Trade and Industry Sim 
Tze Tzin yesterday afternoon. The 
meeting was also attended by about 
20 business representatives from 
Macau, Hengqin, and other places 
in the Chinese mainland.

Sam noted that Malaysia is a 
key ASEAN economy and one of 
Macau’s most important trade and 
economic partners in the region, 
ranking first in bilateral trade 

volume among ASEAN countries 
last year. He said that two-way 
investment between Macau and 
Malaysia continues to grow, 
expecting both sides to create a 
more favourable environment for 
bilateral economic exchanges and 
investment cooperation.

Sam noted that both the 13th 
Malaysia Plan and the MSAR’s 
3rd Five-Year Plan start their 
implementation this year, which 
will bring new opportunities for 
synergistic development and unlock 
fresh scope for cooperation across 
various fields, including trade and 
investment.

Sam said he expects Macau 
enterprises to strengthen connections 
with Malaysian Halal certification 
bodies and industry associations, 
leveraging Malaysia’s strategic 
location within ASEAN, alongside 
its mature regional industrial and 
supply chains, to expand into the 
Halal product markets of Malaysia 
and Southeast Asia.

During the meeting, Sim noted 
that the MSAR continues to advance 
its economic transformation 
and upgrading, aligning closely 
with Malaysia’s development 
vision. Macau’s commitment to 
promoting appropriate economic 

diversification, with an emphasis 
on developing the “1+4” key 
industries, accords with Malaysia’s 
own industrial trajectory, Sim said.

The Macau government’s 1+4 
model aims to consolidate and 
diversify the development of the 
city’s tourism and leisure industry, 
i.e., the “1” element, while putting 
special emphasis on promoting 
the development of four new key 
industries, i.e., the “4” elements, 
namely (+1) big health mainly driven 
by traditional Chinese medicine 
(TCM), (+2) modern finance, (+3) 
high-tech, and (+4) MICE and 
commerce as well as culture and sport.  

Sim said that while historically 
trade-focused, Malaysia is gradually 
transitioning towards high-tech, 
high-productivity manufacturing, 
alongside new developments 
in midstream and downstream 
agriculture, aerospace, and medical 
devices – all areas where enhanced 
international cooperation is sought.

Sim said that Malaysia boasts 
world-class ports, sound infrastruc-
ture, and seamless trade corridors. 
Building on these foundations, 
Malaysia and Macau can further 
strengthen trade and economic ties to 
uncover more potential collaborative 
opportunities, he said. 
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BEIJING – People across 
China held commemorative 
activities yesterday to mark the 81st 

anniversary of the victory in the 
Chinese People’s War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression and 
the World Anti-Fascist War.

The Chinese People’s War 
of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression (1931-1945) was the 
first to break out and lasted the 
longest in the World Anti-Fascist 
War. Over 14 years, some 35 million 
Chinese were killed or wounded. 
Japan officially surrendered on 
September 2, 1945, by signing the 
Instrument of Surrender.

The war marked China’s first 
complete victory against foreign 
aggression in modern times. Through 
immense sacrifice, the Chinese 
people made a major contribution to 
the salvation of human civilization 
and the defense of world peace.

In 2014, China’s national 
legislature designated September 
3 as Victory Day of its War of 
Resistance. Last year, China held 
grand commemorative events in 
Beijing on September 3 to mark 
the 80th anniversary of the victory, 
including a military parade in 
Tian’anmen Square.

Yesterday, a symposium was held 
in Beijing to commemorate the 81st 
anniversary. Li Shulei, a member of 
the Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and head of the Publicity 
Department of the CPC Central 
Committee, attended the event.

About 200 people took part in 
the symposium, including veterans 
of the war, relatives of wartime 
commanders and fallen soldiers, and 
international friends who contributed 
to China’s victory, as well as 

representatives of their families.
Officials, young military personnel, 

and student representatives spoke at 
the event, vowing to remember history, 
honor fallen heroes, cherish peace, and 
build a better future.

In Harbin, capital of northeast 
China’s Heilongjiang Province, a series 
of activities commemorating the hard-
won victory 81 years ago was held at 
the Northeast China Revolutionary 
Martyrs’ Memorial Hall.

Representatives from government 
agencies, businesses, military units, 
schools and social organizations 
attended a memorial event and paid 
silent tribute to those who fell in the 
War of Resistance.

They also visited an exhibition 

featuring wartime relics to learn 
more about the historical significance 
and contemporary relevance of the 
spirit of the Northeast Anti-Japanese 
United Army (NAJUA).

For 14 years, the soldiers of NAJUA 
fought in extreme conditions, suffering 
severe food and clothing shortages 
while facing overwhelming enemy 
superiority. Yet they still inflicted 
heavy losses on Japanese forces, 
making an indelible contribution to the 
World Anti-Fascist War.

“We commemorate the victory 
so that we do not forget history,” said 
Tong Guobo, head of the memorial 
hall. “The NAJUA spirit – of 
unwavering faith, deep patriotism, 
and dauntless courage – has taken 

deep root in northeast China, inspiring 
generations to forge ahead.”

At the Memorial Hall of the Victims 
of the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese 
Invaders in east China’s Jiangsu 
Province, people took part in poetry 
readings and historical reenactments, 
bringing to life the harrowing stories of 
that dark chapter for the audience.

“Both my parents were survivors 
of the Nanjing Massacre, and we lost 
six family members to the Japanese 
forces in 1937,” said Cao Yuli, who 
was participating in the event.

“We should always remember 
the past and value the peace we 
enjoy today,” said Zhang Xinjue, 
a student choir member during the 
commemorations.

In east China’s Shandong Prov-
ince, more than 3,000 artifacts that 
bear witness to the Japanese atrocities 
are exhibited at a private museum in 
Pingyin County. Among them are mili-
tary postcards and letters and soldiers’ 
diaries, as well as photographs, combat 
maps, and other items such as swords, 
helmets, and gas masks.

Han Guangyou, the 65-year-old 
curator of the museum, has spent 
more than four decades amassing 
these artifacts from across China. 
“These exhibits stand as undeniable 
proof of the war crimes committed 
by imperial Japan,” he said.

The museum now receives more 
than 20,000 visitors annually. Han is 
currently collaborating with several 
universities to catalog, digitize and 
research the collection. “These stark 
exhibits serve as a sobering reminder 
for young people to remember the 
lessons of history and strive to build 
a stronger China,” Han said.

“Today’s world is far from 
peaceful,” said Zhang Shaoduo, an 
associate researcher at Shanghai 
International Studies University. 
“These commemorative events remind 
people across the globe that a stronger 
China remains a pillar of world peace.”

Also yesterday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun 
urged Japanese right-wing forces 
to adhere to the path of peaceful 
development, in response to Japan’s 
record-high defense budget request 
for the 2027 fiscal year.

“Our solemn message to 
Japanese right-wing forces: the right 
way forward for Japan is to fulfill 
its international obligations, fully 
remove the pernicious influence of 
militarism, and keep to peaceful 
development,” Guo told a regular 
press briefing in Beijing.    – Xinhua

HONG KONG – The Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR) government 
yesterday held an official ceremony 
to commemorate the victory of the 
Chinese People’s War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression.

Present at the ceremony were 
HKSAR Chief Executive John Lee 
Ka-chiu and other senior officials of 
the HKSAR government.

The ceremony, held at the Hong 
Kong City Hall Memorial Garden, 
included playing and singing of the 
national anthem, flag-raising, silence 
in mourning and bowing in tribute.

Attendees of the event included 
Leung Chun-ying, vice chairman of 
the National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, Zhou Ji, director of the 
Liaison Office of the Central People’s 
Government in the HKSAR, Chen 
Feng, deputy head of the Office for 

Safeguarding National Security of 
the Central People’s Government in 
the HKSAR, Li Yongsheng, acting 
commissioner of the Commissioner’s 
Office of the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry in the HKSAR, Zhang 
Chunshan, deputy commander of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
Garrison in the HKSAR, along with 
representatives from various sectors 
of Hong Kong society, veterans, and 
youth representatives.

In February 2014, the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress designated September 3 
as the Victory Day of the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression.

In August 2014, the HKSAR 
government announced that since 
that year, an official ceremony 
would be held on Sept. 3 every year 
to commemorate the victory day.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – The Ministry 
of Commerce (MOC), together 
with three other government 
departments, has jointly issued 
a notice announcing the second 
batch of 32 pilot cities for the 
national retail industry innovation 
and upgrade initiative, the ministry 
announced yesterday.

The 32 cities include 
Qinhuangdao and Baoding in north 
China’s Hebei Province, Wuxi 
and Yangzhou in east China’s 
Jiangsu Province, and Kaifeng and 
Xuchang in Henan Province in 
central China, among others.

In November 2024, the 
Ministry of Commerce and six 
other departments released the 
implementation plan for the retail 
industry innovation and upgrade 
initiative. The plan aims to improve 
the country’s modern commercial 
circulation system, build sound 
long-term consumption-boosting 
mechanisms, and accelerate 
the diversification of consumer 
services.

Under the plan, pilot cities 
will be selected annually for retail 
innovation and upgrading, existing 
retail facilities will be renovated, 
and successful practices will be 
promoted nationwide.

The goal is for a modern retail 
system to take initial shape by 
2029, characterized by abundant 
supply, balanced distribution, 
diversified channels, high-quality 
services, smart and convenient 
services, and green, low-carbon 
development.

China announced the first batch 
of 38 pilot cities in June 2025. 
The first batch includes the likes 
of Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai and 
south China’s Shenzhen.

This latest move underscores 
China’s commitment to expanding 
domestic demand and boosting 
consumption as key drivers of 
economic growth, analysts said.

China aims to raise its total 
retail sales of consumer goods to 
around 60 trillion yuan by 2030, 
according to the plan for expanding 

consumption during the 15th Five-
Year Plan period (2026-2030).

The plan, released in July, 
outlines 28 specific measures across 
several dimensions, including 
boosting consumption capacity, 
improving the consumption 
environment, and strengthening 
institutional mechanisms.

It prioritizes service consump-
tion expansion in areas such as 
elderly care, childcare, culture, 
tourism, and health, reflecting a 
structural shift from goods-dom-
inated consumption to a balanced 
goods-and-services model. The 
plan also calls for removing un-
reasonable restrictions in some 
sectors, including automobiles and 
housing, implementing paid leave 
policies, and strengthening social 
security safety nets to boost con-
sumer confidence.

In the first seven months of 
2026, China’s total retail sales of 
consumer goods reached 28.77 
trillion yuan, up 1.2 percent year 
on year.                – Xinhua

China commemorates 81st anniversary of victory 
against Japanese aggression

HKSAR govt commemorates 
81st anniversary of victory of 

Chinese People’s War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression

China unveils second batch of 32 pilot cities 
for retail sector innovation

Students visit a themed exhibition at a memorial hall for the Western Yunnan Campaign during the Chinese People’s War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression in Tengchong, Yunnan Province, yesterday. Events were held across China yesterday to mark the 81st 
anniversary of the victory in the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War.                 – Xinhua 
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BEIJING – President Xi 
Jinping’s four-point proposal on 
building a new security architecture 
in the Middle East once again offers 
a Chinese solution for achieving 
long-term peace and stability in the 
region, Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
has said.

Wang, also a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, 
made the remarks while briefing 

reporters on the conclusion of 
Xi’s attendance at the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
Bishkek Summit and state visits to 
Kyrgyzstan and Egypt.

Xi put forward the proposal 
in his talks with Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, 
calling for unleashing internal 
drivers, advancing an integrated 
approach, cementing development 
foundation, and enhancing 

international coordination.
International observers believe 

that Xi’s proposal has offered a 
viable path toward resolving the 
Middle East’s security dilemma, 
Wang said.

During the visit, Xi had in-
depth exchanges with leaders of 
various countries on world affairs 
and hotspot issues, speaking up for 
peace and standing up for justice, 
said Wang.

On the sidelines of the Bishkek 
summit, Xi held separate meetings 
with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Uzbek President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev and Mongolian 
President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh.

Xi and Putin agreed to deepen 
China-Russia comprehensive 
strategic coordination, advance 
reform of global governance, 
promote a multipolar world, and 
jointly safeguard world peace, 

stability and development, Wang 
noted.

Guided by Xi Jinping Thought 
on Diplomacy, China has been 
exploring a distinctly Chinese 
approach to resolving hotspot 
issues, Wang said, adding that no 
matter how complex the disputes or 
how intense the conflicts, China will 
always stand firmly on the side of 
peace and dialogue and on the right 
side of history.                – Xinhua

BEIJING – China yesterday 
urged the Republic of Korea (ROK) 
to honor its political commitments 
and uphold the one-China principle 
with concrete actions.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Guo Jiakun made the remarks 
after the Chinese exhibition team 
announced it would withdraw from 
the Gwangju Biennale in the ROK in 
strong protest against the organizer’s 
wrongful practice related to Taiwan.

Guo said the China-ROK joint 
communiqué on the establishment 
of diplomatic relations states clearly 
that “the government of the Republic 
of Korea recognizes the government 
of the People’s Republic of China as 
the sole legal government of China 

and respects China’s position that 
there is only one China and Taiwan 
is part of China.”

The ROK side also clearly 
stated on many occasions this year 
that its commitment to the one-
China position remains unchanged, 
the spokesperson said.

The organizer of the ROK 
Gwangju Biennale, however, has 
stubbornly clung to the wrongful 
practice, allowing China’s Taiwan 
region to participate under a 
designation that is completely 
incompatible with its status, Guo 
said, adding that this is a grave 
violation of the one-China principle.

He said China is firmly 
opposed to this and has lodged 

serious representations with the 
ROK side, demanding that the 
relevant party immediately correct 
its wrongdoings.

“We hope that the ROK 
government will honor its political 
commitments, earnestly shoulder 
its responsibilities, and uphold the 
one-China principle with concrete 
actions,” Guo said.

Noting that it’s despicable for 
the Democratic Progressive Party 
authorities to exploit occasions such 
as cultural exchanges, conferences 
and exhibitions to engage in political 
manipulation and make “Taiwan 
independence” provocations, Guo 
said their political schemes are 
doomed to fail.               – Xinhua

KATHMANDU – Nepal 
sincerely appreciates China’s 
generous assistance at a time of 
crisis, Nepali Foreign Minister 
Shisir Khanal said yesterday during 
a meeting with Chinese Ambassador 
to Nepal Zhang Maoming.

Khanal said Nepal and China 
share the natural ecosystem of the 
Himalayas and are both affected by 
climate change, adding that Nepal 
agrees with China that addressing 
climate change is a shared 
responsibility of the international 
community.

Nepal has no intention of 
separately seeking “climate justice 
compensation” from any specific 
country, including China, and 
will seek compensation from the 
international community under 
the framework of the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and the Paris 
Agreement, Khanal added.

Noting that China has 
supported Nepal’s disaster relief 
efforts in various forms since the 
severe mudslide occurred, Zhang 
expressed confidence that, through 

solidarity and joint efforts, the 
two peoples will tide over the 
difficulties.

Climate change is a common 
challenge facing humanity, and 
no country can remain unaffected, 
Zhang said.

China stands ready to continue 
working with Nepal and the 
wider international community 
to strengthen exchanges and 
cooperation and effectively 
prevent and reduce the adverse 
impacts of climate change, Zhang 
added. (More on page 9)   – Xinhua

BEIJING – China has issued 
a plan to promote high-quality 
development of small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) during the 
2026-2030 period, setting targets 
for business growth, innovation and 
the development environment.

By 2030, China’s SMEs are 
expected to achieve growth in 
both quality and scale, with per 
capita operating revenue of major 
SMEs posting cumulative growth 
of around 15 percent over the five-
year period, according to the plan, 
which was jointly issued by 10 
government departments, including 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology (MIIT).

The plan describes SMEs 
as an important force in driving 
innovation, creating jobs and 
improving people’s livelihoods. 
It calls for efforts to improve 
systems for cultivating high-quality 
enterprises and providing public 
services, strengthen the legal and 
policy framework, and ensure better 
access to factors of production and 
a more supportive development 
environment.

SMEs contribute roughly 70 
percent of China’s technological 
innovation, 60 percent of its gross 
domestic product, and 80 percent of 
its urban employment, according to 
an OECD report on SME financing.

SMEs’ innovation capacity will 
be notably enhanced, with average 
annual growth in internal research 
and development expenditure by 
major industrial SMEs targeted at 
over 8 percent and the number of 
“little giant” firms expected to reach 
22,000 by 2030, according to the 
plan.

“Little giant” firms refer to 
the novel elites of SMEs that 
are engaged in manufacturing, 
specialize in a niche market and 
boast cutting-edge technologies.

The plan calls for continued 
improvements to the SME service 
system and an increase in the 
number of cooperation zones for 
Chinese and foreign SMEs to 50 by 
2030.

By then, the development envi-
ronment for SMEs is expected to 
improve further, with a sound long-
term mechanism for resolving pay-
ment arrears owed to SMEs largely 
in place and access to diversified 
financing further broadened.

The plan sets out seven 
key tasks, including keeping 
businesses and employment 
stable, strengthening enterprise 
cultivation, accelerating digital, 
intelligent and green development, 
promoting coordinated and 
integrated development, improving 
the supply of production factors, 
strengthening the SME service 
system, and enhancing legal and 
policy safeguards.

It further specifies measures 
that include helping SMEs develop 
trademark and brand strategies, 
and launching the second phase of 
a national SME development fund, 
among others.

“SMEs face strategic 
opportunities, as well as risks 
and challenges, as a new round of 
sci-tech revolution and industrial 
transformation gathers pace and 
competition among major countries 
grows more complex and intense,” 
said an MIIT official.

The official said that, in response 
to new circumstances, China 
needs to step up policy support, 
strengthen reform and innovation 
measures, boost SMEs’ internal 
drivers of growth, and reinforce the 
foundations of the real economy.

The plan is expected to open 
up more pathways for SME 
transformation and upgrading, said 
Ma Yuan, deputy director of the 
Institute for Enterprise Research 
under the Development Research 
Center of the State Council.

Supporting SME development 
is among the priorities of China’s 
15th Five-Year Plan (2026-2030), 
which calls for promoting the 
growth of SMEs that use specialized 
and sophisticated technologies to 
produce novel and unique products, 
reducing computing costs for 
SMEs, and strengthening services to 
support their digital and intelligent 
transformation.

This year’s government work 
report also pledged stronger support 
for SMEs undergoing digital and 
intelligent transformation.

China made notable progress 
in SME development during the 
14th Five-Year Plan period (2021-
2025), with more than 63 million 
SMEs operating nationwide by the 
end of 2025, accounting for over 95 
percent of all business entities.

– Xinhua

Xi’s 4-point proposal o!ers Chinese solution 
for Mideast peace, stability: Wang Yi

China urges ROK to uphold the one-China 
principle with concrete actions

Nepali FM thanks China for disaster 
relief assistance

China unveils 5-year plan to 
promote SME development

Rescuers conduct search operations in the core zone affected by a mudslide at Gyirong Port (border checkpoint) in southwest 
China’s Xizang Autonomous Region yesterday. Road access along the G216 was largely restored at 10 a.m. on Wednesday 
following days of round-the-clock repair work, allowing rescue teams, equipment, and relief supplies to reach the area.   – Xinhua
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BULACAN – As an alarm 

reverberated throughout a Philippine 
high school yesterday, students 
scrambled behind locked doors and 
police swept corridors in a drill aimed at 
preparing for an attack once unthinkable 
in the Southeast Asian country.

About 3,000 junior and senior 
high school students at Carlos F. 
Gonzales High School north of 
Manila barricaded their classroom 
doors with tables and chairs, drew 
curtains and switched off the lights 
before crouching under tables to 
protect themselves.

The nationwide drills are part of 
a broader push by the Department 
of Education to strengthen security 
following two rare school shooting 
incidents that shook the Philippines 
in the past months.

In the disaster-prone country, where 
schools regularly conduct exercises 
for earthquakes and fires, active 
shooting drills are something new.

“We have already almost 
perfected our fire and earthquake 
drills, and this is something new, so 
we need to do this kind of exercise,” 
Education Undersecretary Malcolm 
Garma told reporters.

“Through this kind of exercise, 
we want our schools... to be aware, 
to be able to recognise these kinds 
of threats and to be able to respond.”

‘Step to lessen that fear’
The 12-minute Bulacan drill 

included the participation of the 
police, emergency responders and 
around 250 school staff and teachers.

AFP journalists saw teachers guide 
students with their arms raised, a 
measure to show they were not carrying 

weapons, from their classrooms to 
the covered court, where they waited 
for the school staff’s psychological 
assessment and the arrival of their 
parents who would take them home.

“I also got scared when I heard 
that there will be drills like this, but 
participating in the drill is a step to 
lessen that fear and to prepare us and 
our students,” Roy Fama, a teacher at 
Carlos F. Gonzales High School, said.

Initially scheduled last month, 
the drills were rescheduled due 
to bad weather and after mental 
health advocates warned that hyper-
realistic drills can cause lasting 
psychological harm to students.

The Department of Education 
said yesterday they updated their drill 
guidelines and prohibited hyper-realistic 
elements of active aggressor role-
playing and graphic threat simulations, 
and instead triggered drills by a “distinct 
early warning alarm, separate from 
standard fire or earthquake signals, 
to build procedural muscle memory 
without creating distress.”

April Tapion, 40, said she 

remained hesitant to send her Grade 
5 and Grade 8 children to participate 
despite the changes.

“I am scared that they will think 
of the world as fearful and full of 
bad people because of the idea of 
the drill,” Tapion told AFP.

Karina Mallonga, director of the 
Infant Jesus Academy Kalibo Campus, 
said schools and Philippine society 
could instead focus on strengthening 
other forms of support for students.

“I would rather that we 
strengthen other things, strengthen 
our guidance programmes, make 
sure kids feel supported by their 
class advisers, and encourage kids 
to speak,” Mallonga told AFP.

But Interior and Local Government 
Secretary Jonvic Remulla, who 
observed the Bulacan drill, said it 
not only taught the students how 
to respond to an attack, but also to 
improve coordination among the local 
police and emergency units.

“I am very confident that we 
will respond better (now),” Remulla 
said.       – AFP

Students raise their hands as they evacuate during nationwide school drills to 

safeguard students from armed intruders, at a school in San Rafael, Bulacan, 

Philippines yesterday.                   – AFP

INDONESIA – Indonesian authorities rescued a 
mother orangutan and her baby from wildfire smoke on 
the island of Borneo, officials said yesterday.

The vast archipelago has been battling for weeks to 
contain wildfires that have left thick smog blanketing parts 
of Borneo and Sumatra, with haze also drifting across the 
border to Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines.

Acting on a tip-off, conservation officials located the 
orangutan on Wednesday in Central Kalimantan province 
after it was spotted clinging to the top of a tree, local 
conservation agency official Muriansyah told AFP yesterday.

The animal was surrounded by haze rising from 
nearby burned peatland, prompting officials to evacuate 
it immediately.

“If we don’t carry out the rescue, I was concerned 
for (the safety) of the orangutan,” Muriansyah, who like 
many Indonesians goes by one name, said, citing the 
potential health risks posed by the smog.

During the operation, rescuers discovered the 
orangutan was carrying a baby.

Officials named the mother, estimated to be 20 years 
old, Raya after a nearby street where she was found, and 
her one-year-old daughter, Rayu, Muriansyah added.

He said recently burned terrain and darkness added 
to the complexity of the nighttime rescue operation.

A preliminary veterinary check-up found the 
orangutans were not injured, and that they had not been 
seriously affected by the smoke, Muriansyah said.

The orangutans were then transported to a clinic for 
observation, said Heriyanto, a Central Kalimantan province 
natural resources and conservation agency official.

“If they are healthy and can be released into the wild 
immediately, they will be released,” Heriyanto told AFP.

Authorities in West Kalimantan rescued at least seven 
orangutans from wildfire-affected areas last month.

Among them was an orangutan named Sampurna, 
which was rescued on August 30 amid thick smoke 
from the fires, according to a statement from the local 
conservation agency.

According to the Sarawak Tribune yesterday the 
male orangutan died a few hours after being rescued 
due to smoke inhalation.

A 2016 government survey estimated the orangutan 
population on Borneo to be around 57,000.    – AFP/MPD

A mother-and-baby orangutan pair named Raya and Rayu are 

evacuated by officials from the Natural Resources Conservation 
Agency (BKSDA), Indonesian military and the Orangutan 

Foundation International (OFI) due to forest and land fires in 
East Kotawaringin, Central Kalimantan, on Wednesday.
Indonesian authorities rescued a mother orangutan and her 

baby daughter from wildfire smoke on the island of Borneo, 
officials said yesterday.             – AFP

SEMARANG, Indonesia – 
Hundreds of students and teachers in 
Indonesia have fallen ill after eating 
free school meals, their principal said 
yesterday, the second major food 
poisoning this week linked to the 
government’s hallmark programme.

The multi-billion-dollar meal 
scheme, launched in January last 
year, is one of President Prabowo 
Subianto’s signature policies. It 
has been widely criticised for 
its high costs, with hundreds 
demonstrating in Jakarta last week 
calling for it to be scrapped.

At least 725 pupils and 25 
teachers in Rembang, on Java 
Island, complained they felt sick 
yesterday morning after consuming 
the free lunch on Wednesday.

“They had diarrhoea, they were 
vomiting, and felt nauseous. There 
was a queue at the bathrooms 
because two of our toilets are under 
renovation,” said the school’s 
principal Juhartutik, who, like many 
Indonesians, has only one name.

She told reporters that kitchen 
staff said the food was prepared at 
3:00 a.m. and served at noon.

A doctor at a local health clinic, 
Joko Paryanto, said 18 students 
and teachers had to be brought in 
for treatment, and three of them 
were still hospitalised.

The incident came just days 
after more than 500 students in 
Sidoarjo, East Java, were taken to 

hospital after consuming the free 
lunch meal on Tuesday.

The national nutrition agency, 
the government body tasked with 
distributing the free meals, said 
on Wednesday that at least 80 
students were still hospitalised.

The scheme has been blighted 
by mass food poisonings and 
corruption claims since it started.

“This has already become a 
national alarm. Tens of thousands of 
people have fallen victim since the 
free meal scheme was implemented, 
and every month new victims 
keep emerging,” Ubaid Matraji, 
a researcher at the Indonesian 
Education Monitoring Network, 
said in a statement yesterday.

“The government cannot 
continue to treat them as mere 
statistical figures. Behind every 
number there is a sick child, a 
panicked family, and the state’s 
failure to guarantee safe food.”

The free meal scheme had 
a goal of reaching at least 82.9 
million children, and pregnant and 
breastfeeding women - nearly one-
third of the country’s population.

But it was among the first budget 
items to be cut back as Jakarta 
moved to counter the economic 
impact of the Middle East war.

More than 20 percent of 
children in Indonesia are affected 
by stunting caused by severe 
malnutrition.    – AFP

BANGKOK – Thailand will 
implement an overhaul of its tourist 
visa exemption and visa-on-arrival 
regulations starting September 15, 
officially revoking the 60-day visa 
exemption program introduced 
two years ago, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said yesterday.

Under the revised framework 
approved earlier by the cabinet, 
Thailand will reintroduce a revised 
30-day visa-free entry scheme, 
roll out a new 15-day exemption 
category for select countries, and 
restructure the visa-on-arrival list.

During a weekly press briefing, 
Mungkorn Pratoomkaew, director-
general of the Department of 
Consular Affairs, said immigration 
statistics showed that the average 
stay for foreign tourists is under 
15 days, rendering the blanket 
60-day exemption redundant for 
regular holidaymakers.

Mungkorn explained that 
national security considerations, 
efforts to curb transnational 
crime, economic benefits, and the 
principle of diplomatic reciprocity 
guided the policy recalibration.

Between 20 and 30 countries 
and regions were excluded from 
the revised visa exemption list 
after authorities evaluated inbound 
visitor numbers alongside whether 
reciprocal visa privileges were granted 

to Thai passport holders, he said.
According to announcements 

published in the official Royal 
Gazette on Monday, the revised 
30-day visa exemption will apply 
to ordinary passport holders from 
60 countries and territories.

Furthermore, a newly 
established 15-day exemption 
category will cover travelers from 
two countries, while the visa-on-
arrival service will be narrowed to 
three nations.

Mungkorn said existing bilateral 
visa exemption arrangements 
remain entirely unaffected, as 
16 countries and territories with 
mutual visa-waiver agreements are 
categorized separately.

He noted that foreign tourists 
arriving in Thailand prior to 
midnight on September 14 will 
retain their permitted period of 
stay stamped in their passports 
under the existing regulations, 
including the 60-day entry stamp.

Travelers intending to stay longer 
than 30 days under the new regulations 
are advised to apply directly for a 
standard 60-day tourist visa via the 
ministry’s global electronic visa 
system before traveling, though in-
country extensions through local 
immigration checkpoints remain 
available, the official added.

– Xinhua

Hundreds ill in Indonesia after 
free school lunch

Thailand’s tourist visa overhaul to 
take e!ect Sept 15, ending 60-day 

exemption scheme

Indonesia rescues orangutan mother and baby from 
wild"re haze

Philippines holds drills to safeguard 
students from armed intruders



ASIA
FRIDAY September 4, 2026 The Macau Post Daily 9Your trusted source for real news 

Sara Hussein
PARO, Bhutan – Farmers around 

the world are struggling with the impact 
of climate change, financial pressures 
and depleted soil – and industry 
experts say bringing consumers closer 
to the people who produce their food 
could provide a solution.

A group of farmers, scientists and 
development specialists are pushing 
for “conscious food systems”, 
arguing that many of the problems 
in today’s food production are the 
result of people being “alienated” 
from nature and each other.

Current food production systems 
are “not really fit for purpose,” said 
Andrew Bovarnick, head of food 
systems at the United Nations 
Development Programme.

“It’s causing huge environmental 
problems... we have more food in 
the world, but there are more than 
ever people who are malnourished 
and starving,” he said.

Bovarnick spent years looking at 
technical solutions to food production 
challenges, but believes technology 
alone cannot solve the problem.

Instead, he and other members of 
the Global Conscious Food Systems 
Alliance, meeting in Bhutan this week, 
want more “mindful” food production 
focused on protecting the environment, 

farmers and consumers, rather than 
maximising profit or output.

The problems in food production 
are well-documented.

Intensive agriculture, the application 
of chemicals and extreme weather 
linked to climate change have degraded 
up to 40 percent of land globally.

Intensive farming practices 
themselves contribute to climate 
change, and farmland is increasingly 
being abandoned by producers who 
cannot make ends meet or survive 
harvests lost to extreme weather.

These are problems farmer 
Ashish Gupta confronts daily on his 
smallholding in India’s Himachal 
Pradesh, which he farms as part of 
a cooperative.

“The markets are very cruel,” 
he told AFP on the sidelines of the 
conference, lamenting the barriers 
that smallholders producing organic 
food face in reaching consumers.

Organic food might look more 
expensive, but Gupta urged shoppers 
to consider the environmental 
and social impacts of industrial 
agriculture, which can squeeze 
farmers and harm the soil and water.

His community struggles to 
survive a single harvest ruined by 
floods, and sees “the farmers are 
getting more and more aged, and the 

newer generation is not interested in 
farming.”

‘Land in their hearts’
For Gupta, a conscious food 

system is about making consumers 
consider who grew their food and 
how, building a connection that 
encourages people to pay fair prices 
and support sustainable farming.

“We have to adopt certain 
principles of conscious food systems 
to make it more mindful, so young 
people can relate to the connection 
to the land in their hearts, not just 

the economics,” he said.
“Otherwise, the status quo is 

maintained, the farmers remain 
stressed and the next generation is 
not interested in taking up farming.”

So what might a conscious food 
system look like?

In Bhutan’s Paro, several hundred 
proponents of the idea are practicing 
everything from walking meditation 
to mindful eating – slowing down to 
appreciate the taste, smell, texture 
and colours of food.

The group is also discussing 
examples like a project in Egypt 

that has moved 50,000 farmers into 
regenerative agriculture.

Bhutan, with its commitment to 
maintain forest across 60 percent of 
its territory and net-negative carbon 
emissions, offers potential lessons 
for more environmentally friendly 
practices, but is also facing challenges.

“We have ageing farm labour and 
we also have the issue of not only 
rural-urban migration but also seeing 
out-migration from the country,” 
Bhutan’s Agriculture Minister 
Lyonpo Younten Phuntsho told AFP.

He hopes Bhutan can capitalise 
on its pristine environment for high-
value products that will command 
a premium because of where they 
were grown.

But that requires consumers 
who care about the environment in 
which their food was produced and 
the people who grew it.

“We’re not saying it’s all about 
just being spiritual and sitting under a 
tree and meditating,” said Bovarnick.

“If we can connect consumers 
to where their food comes from... I 
think there’s a possibility that they 
will make different decisions and 
choose food products that have been 
grown in a responsible, conscious 
manner and provide the right prices 
to farmers.”      – AFP

A vendor packs wild mushrooms at her roadside stall in Thimphu, Bhutan yesterday.  
                    – AFP

Paavan Mathema
RASUWA, Nepal – In Nepal’s 

flood-ravaged Rasuwa district, Yangee 
Tamang grapples with grief and 
uncertainty, days after deadly torrents 
swept away entire villages, leaving a 
landscape of mud, rock and debris.

From a helicopter flying up the 
valley of destruction, the ground 
below resembles a puzzle with 
missing pieces. Entire sections of 
settlements have vanished.

Picturesque villages of green 
paddy fields and houses sit beside 
vast chunks of land washed away.

Tamang’s house sits on a hillside 
in Syabrubesi in Rasuwa district, but 
the flood swept away the settlement 
below, where her relatives lived and 
markets were.

“It is all gone, nothing is left. 
No one is left,” Tamang told AFP, 
after tracing the route of the August 
26 destruction by air yesterday, with 
roads below washed out.

Rescue teams in Nepal have 
recovered more than 1,250 bodies, 
and more than 5,000 are missing, 

after the gigantic wave triggered 
by a rock and ice avalanche roared 
down the China-Nepal border.

What were once busy villages, 
markets, green hillsides and 
winding roads in Rasuwa have been 
transformed into vast stretches of 
mud, broken rock and debris.

“It wasn’t really water, it was 
gas-like, all black and it moved like 
boiling water,” she said.

“It was all so sudden, it was not 
possible for anyone to run away.”

‘Hope has died’
About 100 people are feared 

trapped in hydropower tunnels.
Tamang’s husband is safe, but 

his workplace, the nearby Chilime 
Hydropower Project, was smashed 
by the flood.

“I don’t know what we will do. 
Nothing is left here for us to live,” 
she said.

The river, still flowing brown, traces 
a path of destruction, and the enormous 
amount of debris has changed the shape 
and course of the waterways.

The floodwaters, carrying 
huge quantities of mud and rocks, 
rushed through river valleys with 
tremendous force.

In narrow gorges between the 
lush green hills, soil lies exposed 
where the flood stripped away trees 
and grass.

Roads that once connected remote 
communities have been washed 
away, while bridges lie destroyed or 
have completely disappeared.

Vehicles remain stranded on 
washed-out roads along hillsides.

Along the route, many surviving 
buildings are buried beneath thick 
layers of mud.

Some remain standing but are 
left empty, the people gone.

Risang Tamang, another resident, 
said for those left, the future is bleak.

“It is difficult – roads are is such 
a state, so many bridges have been 
swept away. Now, even if you have 
money, there is nowhere to buy 
anything,” he told AFP.

“Any hope that we can live here 
has died.”      – AFP

HANOI – A Vietnam court 
yesterday sentenced 11 people to 
death and jailed more than 200 
others for trafficking illegal drugs 
in toothpaste tubes from France and 
related charges, state media said.

The one-party state in 
Southeast Asia has some of the 
toughest drug laws in the world 
and courts routinely hand out death 
sentences for drug convictions.

The drugs smuggling operation 
involved Vietnamese flight 
attendants and other Vietnamese 
living in France who transported 
concealed synthetic drugs to 
Vietnam on flights or via global 
shipping services, state media said.

In one of the country’s largest 
mass convictions in a single drugs 
case, 227 people were sentenced, 
including 11 given the death 
penalty and 19 condemned to life 
in prison, according to the Tuoi 
Tre news site.

The ringleader, who was tried 
in absentia, was among those 
sentenced to death.

Other defendants were given 
sentences ranging from 18 months 
suspended to 29 years in prison on 
charges including trafficking and 
selling drugs and failure to report 
crimes.

Authorities uncovered the 
ring in early 2023 when customs 
officials at Ho Chi Minh City’s 
international airport found 11 
kilograms of MDMA and ketamine 

inside more than 150 toothpaste 
tubes, state media reported.

The tubes had been brought 
from France by four Vietnam 
Airlines flight attendants who 
had agreed to carry unspecified 
consumer goods for a fee of 
around US$450, reports said.

But they were not prosecuted 
as investigators said there was no 
evidence they were aware they 
were carrying drugs.

The ringleader had organised 
several shipments of synthetic drugs 
hidden in toothpaste tubes and in 
boxes of dietary supplements.

He also recruited Vietnamese 
people studying or residing in 
France to collect the drugs and send 
them to Vietnam using international 
express delivery services.

The trial was conducted in 
person and online due to the number 
of defendants and featured more 
than 120 lawyers, Tuoi Tre said.

In 2024, Vietnam sentenced 
27 people to death for trafficking 
more than 600 kilograms of 
drugs including heroin, ketamine 
and methamphetamine from 
neighbouring Cambodia.

Eleven people, including two 
police officers, were sentenced 
to death last year for trafficking 
drugs from Laos.

Vietnam has carried out death 
sentences by lethal injection since 
2013, when it replaced execution 
by firing squad.    – AFP

Members of the Royal Malaysian 

Air Force push a cloud-seeding 

tank into a C-130 aircraft at the air 
force base in Kuching, the capital 

of Sarawak state on the island of 
Borneo, yesterday.

Malaysia launched a three-

day cloud-seeding operation 

yesterday in a bid to ease 

hazardous haze choking Sarawak 
state, as smoke from Indonesian 
forest fires pushed air quality to 
dangerous levels.              – AFP

Farming experts tout ‘conscious’ food systems 
to !x agriculture woes

Vietnam sentences 11 to 
death, jails 200 in drugs 

case: state media

Nothing left: Nepal "ood survivors face 
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Asad Hashim
WASHINGTON, DC – Nvidia 

announced yesterday it will buy 
artificial intelligence (AI) platform 
Hugging Face for US$12.9 billion, 
as the chipmaking giant seeks to 
diversify its hold on the AI sector.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang 
confirmed the deal – first reported by 
US media last month – in a statement 
on the company’s website.

“US$12.9 billion is what it took 
to close the deal, and it’s worth 
every single penny,” Huang told 
US broadcaster CNBC yesterday 
after the deal was announced.

The price is a marked increase 
from the US$7 billion valuation that 
was the basis of initial negotiations 
with Nvidia late last year, according 
to US media reports.

Founded in 2016 in New York by 
three French entrepreneurs, Hugging 
Face – whose name is inspired by an 
emoji – describes itself as “the AI 
community building the future.”

The company touts open 
models, which can be downloaded 
and modified, as opposed to closed 
models like those of rivals OpenAI 
or Anthropic.

Huang said that Nvidia would 
not be changing Hugging Face’s 
core model with the acquisition.

“Hugging Face will continue 
to support open source and open 
weight models from across the 
ecosystem, from every model 
builder,” he said, adding it would 
“remain an open platform for the 
entire AI ecosystem.”

According to Nvidia’s statement, 
the AI platform has more than 18 
million users, who have created 
more than 3 million models and 
more than a million applications.

Speaking to CNBC, Huang 
said the company’s “vision was 
spot on” for being focused on open 
models.

“At a time when open models 
are accelerating, this is really a 
very, very delicate time, and we 
want to make sure that it has all the 
support necessary,” he said.

The Nvidia CEO said open 
models were crucial for his 
company’s growth.

“Together we can scale open 
community even faster than 
they’re able to do today, which will 
be great for Nvidia,” he said.

Hugging Face co-founder 
Clem Delangue said he, his two co-
founders and the entire Hugging 
Face would remain on and join 
Nvidia as part of the new move.

“The goal really is to join Nvidia, 
to continue to run [an] independently 
neutral platform within the Nvidia 
team,” he told CNBC.

Open models
The advent of AI agents capable 

of carrying out tasks autonomously 
has led to soaring demand for 
computing power.

To keep costs down, more 
companies and software developers 
are turning to open models, which 
are often cheaper than their closed 
alternatives.

Hugging Face has seen 
increasing traffic to its online 
software library, but was in the 
news for the wrong reasons in July 
when two OpenAI models broke 
into its internal systems.

The models were not authorized 
to do so and should have been 
operating in a closed environment, 
OpenAI said.

The incident fed worries that 
AI giants are unable to keep their 
own technology under control, 
with similar episodes reported by 
Anthropic and Moonshot AI.

Nvidia is best known for 
its GPUs (graphics processing 
units), specialized chips originally 
designed to render gaming graphics 
at high speed, which have more 
recently become the engine for 
chatbots and other AI tools.    – AFP

NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang speaks during the G20 Innovation Ministerial in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, on Wednesday. Nvidia announced yesterday that it 
will buy AI platform Hugging Face for US$12.9 billion, as the chipmaking giant 
seeks to diversify its hold on the AI sector. “I’m excited to announce that NVIDIA 
has agreed to acquire Hugging Face for $12,930,300,000. Together, we will scale 
Hugging Face’s platform, strengthen its infrastructure and expand access to AI for 
developers and institutions worldwide,” Huang said in a post on the company’s 
website.                 – AFP 

JERUSALEM – Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
yesterday voiced confidence that 
Iran’s Islamic republic could soon 
fall, saying it was weaker than ever 
as the United States resumed attacks.

“This regime is currently 
teetering. It is weaker than ever. It is 
fighting for its survival,” Netanyahu 
said at an event with Israeli military 
leaders.

“I am convinced that we can 
remove this threat once and for all 
– that is, to overthrow this regime. 
That is the central task that still lies 
ahead of us, but it is close. It is not 
impossible. It is within reach,” he 
said.

Netanyahu, after decades of 
describing Iran’s cleric-run state 
as an existential threat, in late 

February launched a joint attack 
on Iran with the United States, 
although President Donald Trump 
abruptly called a ceasefire in April.

The United States has imposed 
more economic pressure and resumed 
strikes this week, leading Iran to fire 
back at US allies in the Gulf, Jordan 
and in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan 
region – but not Israel.

“If they’re not attacking us, it is 
not by chance. They attack everyone, 
but not us,” Netanyahu said.

“They know our power – the 
strength of our arms – and our 
determination.”

Netanyahu’s remarks come ahead 
of October 27 general elections in 
which some polls show him trailing 
and as opposition leaders accuse him 
of failing on Iran.       – AFP

JERUSALEM – A Jerusalem 
café picketed for weeks by 
observant Jews said yesterday it 
had agreed to shut on the Sabbath, 
bowing to demands despite counter-
protests by secular Israelis.

The coffeehouse opened in June 
near a neighbourhood of ultra-
Orthodox Jews, who strictly shun 
working, exchanging money and 
using electricity on Saturdays.

Café Basimta had drawn 
increasingly heated protests, 
separated by police, as secular 
Israelis shouted down ultra-
Orthodox protesters.

But the narrative became 
complicated as the business is run 
by Jews for Jesus, a group whose 
Christian proselytising is widely 
unwelcome among Jews.

“This is a difficult and painful 
decision that stems from a deep 
responsibility to our customers, our 
faith and Israeli society as a whole,” 
said Eli Birnbaum, the Israel head 
of Jews for Jesus.

“The café has become a focus 
of friction and danger in recent 
months, a reality that contradicts 
our identity as Jews who believe 

in Jesus and our belief in loving 
others,” he added in a statement.

Most but not all businesses 
in Jewish areas of Jerusalem are 
closed on Saturday but the Sabbath 
is observed differently around 
Israel, with much of largely secular 
Tel Aviv open.

Religious observance has 
become a key political faultline as 
Israel heads to October 27 elections, 
which polls show are tight.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s right-wing government, 
which relies on ultra-Orthodox 
parties, supports an exemption for 
religious students from Israel’s 
otherwise mandatory military ser-
vice.

Many Israelis resent the 
exemption after nearly three years 
of war since the Hamas attack of 
October 7, 2023.

Opposition leaders have vowed 
to end the exemption.

Ultra-Orthodox Jews make up 
14.3 percent of Israel’s population, 
according to the Israel Democracy 
Institute think tank, but have a 
much higher birthrate than secular 
Israelis.       – AFP

BRUSSELS – Belgian 
police yesterday arrested a man 
in possession of a Kalashnikov 
automatic rifle at one of the main 
train stations in Brussels, a source 
close to the investigation told AFP.

The incident comes as 
authorities in the city have stepped 
up efforts to clamp down on gang 
violence related to drug trafficking 
after a spate of shooting incidents.

The man was detained mid-
morning as he got off a train with 
the weapon in a bag at Bruxelles 
Midi station, home to a Eurostar 
international terminal, the source 
said.

Belgian media reported that the 
suspect had arrived on a train from 

France, but there was no official 
confirmation.

“I can confirm that an arrest 
took place this morning. This 
demonstrates that the stepped-
up patrols at stations, with the 
assistance of our military, are 
necessary and must be continued 
or expanded,” interior minister 
Bernard Quintin said in a statement.

The recent wave of gun violence 
has rattled the Belgian capital, 
which hosts the headquarters of the 
European Union.

In late August several people 
were injured in a string of incidents, 
including one in which two masked 
gunmen open fire on a police station.

– AFP

PARIS – Plug-in hybrids have 
enjoyed a surge in popularity but a 
study published yesterday showed 
they are polluting far more than most 
buyers think, as they run on batteries 
less than regulators expected.

The study by the International 
Council on Clean Transportation 
(ICCT), a lobbying group, looked 
at data from the onboard monitors 
of roughly 920,000 plug-in hybrids 
registered between 2021 and 2023.

It found a “substantial and fast-
growing gap between real-world 
and type-approval CO2 emissions 
for PHEVs [plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles] registered in 2021–2023”.

The type-approval norms 
include an assumption by 
regulators about the pollution the 
vehicles would emit based on the 
distances they would be driving 
using the battery and the distances 
using internal combustion engines.

But the study found that 

average CO2 emissions in real-
world driving were 3.5 times 
higher than the 2021 type-approval 
values, and 4.6 times higher than 
the 2023 type-approval values.

The growing difference was 
due to an assumption that bigger 
batteries would lead to increased 
driving on battery power, but the 
real-world use data did not bear 
this out.

The divergence “misleads 
consumers about expected energy 
costs” with plug-in hybrids, the 
ICCT said, as well as unduly opening 
them up to incentive schemes and 
skewing the determination whether 
automakers are complying with 
emissions rules.

The ICCT, which was behind 
the 2015 revelations about diesel 
emissions that became known as 
the “Dieselgate” scandal, urged 
the EU to not delay a planned 2027 
update to the calculations that 

would reduce the discrepancy with 
real-world emissions.

It also called on the EU to use 
real-world data to guide further 
updates.

The publication of the study 
comes as certain automakers, 
particularly German carmakers, 
want to see plug-in hybrids continue 
to be included in the EU’s strategy 
to decarbonise the auto sector.

Pushed by Germany, the EU 
last December abandoned its 
plans to ban the registration of 
new internal combustion engine 
vehicles in 2035.

Instead, carmakers are supposed 
to reduce CO2 levels by 90 percent 
from 2021 levels and compensate 
the remaining 10 percent.

However, Germany and its 
allies want the rules loosened 
further to give more place to 
hybrid vehicles, according to press 
reports.      – AFP
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Bénédicte Salvetat Rey
PARIS – After an eight-year 

journey, a spacecraft carrying 
European and Japanese probes 
began the months-long, high-risk 
approach to Mercury yesterday to 
study the Sun-scorched planet.

The BepiColombo mission set 
off from Earth in 2018 on a winding 
path to study the smallest and least 
understood planet in our Solar 
System with the aim of releasing the 
two probes into its orbit.

Yesterday, it began its arrival 
phase, described by the European 
Space Agency (ESA) as its “most 
operationally challenging planetary 
arrival sequences ever attempted”.

Mercury’s relatively tiny mass 
– it is only slightly bigger than the 
Moon –  means its gravitational 
pull is extremely weak compared 
to the Sun, making it complex for 
spacecraft to approach the planet 
without ending up incinerated or 
lost in space.

“It’s a very ambitious mission,” 
Santa Martinez, the mission 
manager at ESA, told a press 
conference ahead of its arrival.

The spacecraft had to travel 
more than 10 billion kilometres, 
executing a series of nine flybys, to 
speed up, slow down and perfect its 
trajectory.

The two probes, which are 
attached to each other, finally 
separated yesterday from the transfer 
module that has propelled them – a 
crucial first step in the final approach.

It was the equivalent of 
“launching a new spacecraft. Only 
this spacecraft happens to be around 

a different planet,” said Ignacio 
Tanco, ESA’s head of inner solar 
system mission operations, before 
the separation began.

All went to plan
Yesterday, Mercury was some 

63 million km from the Sun and 200 
million km from Earth.

“At these distances... any real-
time operation becomes impossible,” 
Tanco said, pointing out that there is 
about a 30-minute delay between 
checks being performed and 
commands being executed from the 
ground to the craft.

It means the spacecraft had to 
check and execute the separation 
autonomously – a “tricky business,” 
Tanco said.

But all went to plan.
The space craft autonomously cut 

the four mechanical struts connecting 
the orbiters to the module.

Spring mechanisms then gently 
pushed them away.

The separation took place at a 
speed of 40 centimetres per second, 
leaving the two entities relatively 
close given the vastness of space.

Due to the distance between 
the probes and Earth, the signal 
confirming the operation’s success 
reached the control centre in 
Darmstadt, Germany, nearly two 
hours later – at 13:53 GMT – 
sparking rounds of applause and 
cheers.

“This is the best-case scenario, 
that the telemetry comes exactly at 
the moment we expect it,” said Elsa 
Montagnon, in charge of module 
operations at ESA.

“The spacecraft has completed 
its reconfiguration as expected,” she 
said happily.

The probes are due to come into 
Mercury’s orbit on November 21.

The next tricky phase will 
come on December 9 and 10, when 
the two probes separate into their 
respective orbits.

From April, the ESA’s Mercury 
Planetary Orbiter (MPO) will begin 
studying the planet closest to the 
Sun with unprecedented precision, 
passing just 480 km from its surface.

The Japanese Mercury 
Magnetospheric Orbiter (Mio) will 
focus on its space environment 
and magnetic field, following an 
elliptical orbit that will carry it as 
far as 11,000 km away.

New chapter
Mercury is the least studied of 

the four rocky, innermost planets 
in our solar system, which include 
Venus, Earth and Mars.

NASA’s Mariner 10 was the first 
probe to capture a close picture of 
its lunar-looking surface in 1974.

The MESSENGER probe then 
orbited the planet in 2011.

But many mysteries remain 
about its magnetic field, iron core 
and surface marked by hollows.

With its 16 instruments and 
1.7-billion-euro (US$2.0-billion) 
budget, BepiColombo “is going 
to bring to humanity and to the 
scientific community unprecedented 
views of Mercury... and it’s going 
to open a new chapter in our 
understanding of the solar system”, 
Martinez said.      – AFP

OSLO – Russia yesterday 
demanded the “immediate 
release” of a Russian ship seized 
by Norway a day earlier in the 
Arctic at the demand of Ukrainian 
state energy group Naftogaz as 
compensation for asset seizures.

The governor of Svalbard, a 
Norwegian archipelago located 
1,000 kilometres south of the 
North Pole, announced the seizure 
of the vessel, the Professor 
Molchanov, on Wednesday, citing 
an August 31 court order.

Naftogaz is seeking 
US$4.2 billion from Russia as 
compensation for the seizure of its 
assets following Moscow’s 2014 
incorporation of Crimea.

In 2023, a Hague-based 
arbitration tribunal ruled in favour 
of the Ukrainian company, a ruling 
Norway recognises.

The Professor Molchanov, a 
research vessel primarily used for 
expedition cruises, is currently 
stuck at the quay in Barentsburg, 
a mining settlement operated by 
Russia in Svalbard, pending a new 
decision by the governor or by the 
Norwegian courts, the governor’s 
office said.

The Russian foreign ministry 
yesterday said it had summoned 
the Norwegian ambassador to 
Russia, Heidi Olufsen, to lodge a 
“strong protest” over the seizure.

She was “informed that 
the Russian side categorically 
rejects not only the seizure of the 
Professor Molchanov but also the 
recent intensification of Norway’s 
actions aimed at curtailing the 
legitimate Russian presence on the 
archipelago”, the ministry said.

The Russian embassy in 
Norway condemned what it called 
“a politically motivated violation of 

international law” and announced it 
would lodge an appeal.

“We demand the immediate 
release of the vessel and that the 
safety of the passengers and crew 
be ensured,” the embassy said in 
an email to AFP.

Norwegian authorities 
meanwhile said they are not “a 
party” in the case.

“As the authority responsible 
for enforcing court decisions, the 
governor of Svalbard is obliged 
to implement the court’s ruling,” 
Norwegian justice ministry 
spokesperson Frank Lynum told 
AFP.

“This applies to all cases of 
attachment and enforcement, 
regardless of the parties involved,” 
he added, saying the issue was 
handled “in the ordinary way by 
the Norwegian courts”.

Because of sanctions imposed 
by Norway after Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, the seized vessel is, 
according to the Russian embassy, 
the only supply channel for 
Russian settlements in Svalbard.

The Arctic archipelago is 
governed by a 1920 treaty.

While it recognises Norwegian 
sovereignty, the treaty also grants 
nationals of all the contracting 
parties the right to exploit natural 
resources there “on a footing of 
absolute equality”.

Russia operates a coal mine in 
the village of Barentsburg, where 
around 350 Russian live, as well 
as another smaller settlement 
called Pyramiden.

Oslo stresses that the rights 
guaranteed by the treaty do 
not exempt other nationals or 
companies from complying with 
Norwegian laws and regulations.

– AFP

PARIS – SpaceX and its rival 
Blue Origin are among four US 
companies to have cancelled 
attendance at a Paris space summit 
next week, France’s ministry for 
higher education, research and 
space said yesterday.

Stoke Space and Starcloud 
also pulled out, it added.

“It’s hard not to link it to the 
rumours of pressure,” a ministry 
spokesperson told AFP. Politico 
reported earlier that the White 
House was pressuring American 
space firms to ditch the meeting 
on September 9 and 10.

“We obviously want to 
continue working with our US 
partners and allies, even though 
strategic about-turns and political 
pressures sometimes make the 
task needlessly complex,” they 
added.

Politico reported that, in a 
private call, a White House official 
had told companies – including 

billionaire Elon Musk’s SpaceX, 
Stoke Space, K2 Space and Astra 
– that attending the two-day event 
“could look like tacit support 
for EU policy positions”, three 
anonymous sources familiar with 
the call told Politico.

The White House official also 
told industry representatives that 
“France did not coordinate with 
the US on the summit, accused 
the country of ‘anti-competitive 
practices’, and suggested 
the event’s panels were not 
designed to include the American 
perspective and may diminish US 
industry efforts,” said Politico’s 
sources.

Politico said two of the 
sources were connected to space 
companies and the third was in 
politics.

The White House did not 
immediately respond to an AFP 
request for comment on the story.

– AFP

NEW YORK – Electric vehicle-
maker Tesla debuted its self-driving 
robotaxi, dubbed “Cybercab,” in 
Texas yesterday in a bid to compete 
with the likes of Uber and Waymo.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk ramped 
up his marketing blitz yesterday on 
his X platform, posting an image of 
a Cybercab looming over the Texas 
capital city Austin, a cloud of dust 
behind it.

First unveiled in October 2024, 
the gold-colored vehicle has no 
pedals or steering wheel. With a 
capacity to carry two passengers, it 
was specifically designed to provide 
driverless taxi services.

In late August, Tesla shared 
a promotional image on social 
media promising “exclusive 
access” to Cybercabs at yesterday’s 
event in Austin, where Tesla is 
headquartered.

Last year Tesla debuted its 
self-driving cars in Austin using 
its Model Y SUV vehicles, with 
the “Robotaxi” service gradually 
expanding to several other cities in 
Texas, Florida and California.

However, state laws require 
many of the vehicles to have a 
human supervisor or driver ready to 
take over control if necessary.

Waymo, the self-driving 
vehicle subsidiary of Google 

parent company Alphabet, offers its 
services in 11 US cities.

Tesla had registered 314 
robotaxis in Texas as of Wednesday, 
including 45 Cybercabs, according 
to FSD Database, which has 
compiled data from the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles.

Itay Michaeli, an analyst at TD 
Securities, expects a phased rollout 
of the Cybercab similar to that of 
the Robotaxi.

It will “be a slow launch,” he 
told AFP, adding that Tesla would 
likely take into account feedback 
from early users before expanding 
the service.

Texas has regulations favorable 
to autonomous vehicles, making it 
one of the preferred testing grounds 
for many robotaxi services already 
in operation, such as Waymo and 
Zoox, or in trials, such as Motional 
and Avride.      – AFP

Spacecraft bound for Mercury 
begins ‘tricky’ arrival

Russia demands ‘immediate 
release’ of vessel seized 

by Norway

Tesla launches self-driving ‘Cybercab’ in Texas

SpaceX, Blue Origin ditch 
Paris space summit: ministry

December 6, 2024 file photo of a Tesla Cybercab on display in the Mall of Berlin 2024. 
– Photo courtesy of Avda/Wikimedia Commons 
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MADRID – Spanish Prime 

Minister Pedro Sánchez yesterday 
insisted there was no “solid proof” 
Morocco orchestrated July’s 
migrant rush into Ceuta, after a 
police report alleged failings by 
Moroccan security forces.

But the Socialist leader slammed 
“unacceptable” Moroccan government 
comments about Ceuta since the crisis 
began, in rare public criticism of 
neighbouring Rabat which claims the 
north African Spanish exclave.

More than 70,000 migrants 
crossed into Ceuta from Morocco on 
July 30 and 31 in an unprecedented 
surge that left scores dead, most 
by drowning as they tried to swim 
around a breakwater.

The leftist government has 
consistently avoided blaming Morocco 
and has tried for years to improve their 
historically delicate relations – notably 
over the status of Ceuta and Spain’s 
other north African territory, Melilla.

But a Spanish police report seen 
by AFP on Wednesday flagged a 
Moroccan police response of “total 
permissiveness” that it said facilitated 
the rush, with some officers directing 
migrants towards the water.

Moroccan police numbers 
around the border post were “clearly 
smaller than usual” and officers 
“made no serious attempt” to stem 
the surge, said the report, based on 
satellite images, open-source videos 
and migrant testimonies.

Addressing parliament yesterday 
to offer explanations about the 
crisis, Sánchez said no police, 
legal or international institutions 
had submitted “solid proof to the 
government of Spain that Morocco 
planned or executed the incident”.

“If this solid proof existed, 
we would act accordingly,” said 
Sánchez, who maintained that 

the government received no prior 
warning of the scale of the incident.

A few days after the influx, a 
Moroccan source close to the case 
denied to AFP any “relaxation” at 
the land border crossing.

The Moroccan interior ministry 
has blamed the sudden surge on the 
“malicious exploitation” of social 
media and the “spread of misleading 
information”.

‘Unacceptable’ comments
Sánchez also slammed as “unac-

ceptable” comments about Ceuta and 
Melilla by two Moroccan government 
ministers, revealing Spain summoned 
Morocco’s ambassador on August 21.

Moroccan media quoted Justice 
Minister Abdellatif Ouahbi in August 
as saying Rabat had “historic” and 
“geographical” rights over Ceuta and 
Melilla, calling for a “final solution” 
that would allow the territories to 
“return to the fold of the motherland”.

Ceuta and Melilla will remain 
Spanish “until the end of time”, 
Sánchez told parliament yesterday.

The conservative and far-right 
opposition has consistently questioned 
Morocco’s role and accuses Sánchez 
of subservience to Rabat.

The leader of the main 
opposition right-wing People’s 
Party (PP), Alberto Núñez Feijóo, 
rubbished Sánchez’s explanations 
and demanded his resignation “for 
incompetence” or “complicity” after 
“a possible act of hybrid warfare”.

Some analysts have suggested 
Morocco used the migrant rush to 
exert political pressure on Spain 
after Sánchez visited Rabat’s 
historic enemy Algeria in July.

The disputed Western Sahara is a 
source of tension, with Morocco largely 
controlling the former Spanish colony 
that is claimed by the Algerian-backed 
pro-independence Polisario Front.

King to visit?
Sanchez revealed the government 

had urged King Felipe VI to travel to 
Ceuta and Melilla “in the coming 
weeks”, in rare public comments 
about royal matters that could 
inflame relations with Morocco.

The last trip by a Spanish 
monarch to the cities in 2007 
sparked a diplomatic crisis.

Although most of the migrants who 
streamed into Ceuta have returned to 
Morocco, thousands continue to roam 
the small city’s streets and sleep rough, 
increasing tensions among locals who 
feel abandoned.

Tens of thousands of people 
protested across Spain on Wednesday 
in solidarity with Ceuta and to criticise 
the government’s handling of the crisis.

“Ceuta needs to be supported by 
the state more than ever,” Sánchez said 
in justification of his plea to the king.

But he later denied having “the 
slightest intention of triggering a 
diplomatic conflict” with Morocco.

– AFP

Spain’s embattled Prime Minister Pedro 
Sánchez addresses the Congress of 
Deputies on the government’s handling 
of the situation in Spain’s North African 
exclave Ceuta after a mass influx 
of migrants, at the lower house of 
parliament in Madrid yesterday.      – AFP 

BRASÍLIA – A popular 
psychiatrist and self-help 
author’s presidential pitch has 
caught the eye of Brazilian 
voters hesitating between leftist 
incumbent Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva and right-wing challenger 
Flávio Bolsonaro.

Augusto Cury is campaigning 
under the slogan “Brazil just wants 
to be happy” and wants voters to 
know that there are options beyond 
Lula and Bolsonaro in the deeply 
polarized country.

Ten percent of people surveyed 
by the firm Quaest say they would 
vote for Cury in the October 
election, the findings published on 
Wednesday showed.

That puts him far behind Lula’s 
37 percent and Bolsonaro’s 29 
percent, but considerably ahead of 
all other candidates, each with less 
than three percent.

“I want to put an end to this 
fight. There aren’t two ships, just 

one called ‘Brazilian family,’” the 
bespectacled, soft-spoken 67-year-
old told a recent farming event in 
the state of São Paulo.

The psychiatrist with limited 
political experience piqued the 
public’s interest when he appeared 
in a presidential debate not 
attended by the top two candidates.

His online following has 
meanwhile skyrocketed, with 
the author of self-help books 
including “The Master of Love” 
gaining 2.2 million followers 
within a week.

October’s election marks 
Cury’s first stab at running for 
office, with his political career 
limited to a stint with Brazil’s 
Green Party 15 years ago.

He frames himself as a centrist 
candidate running on a promise 
to support businesses, reduce 
bureaucracy and advocate for 
emotional education.

Brazilians will go to the polls 

on October 4, and if no candidate 
wins the first round outright, a 
runoff will take place on October 
25.      – AFP

October 6, 2008 file photo of Brazilian 
physician, psychiatrist, author, 
professor and politician Augusto Cury. 
– Photo courtesy of Lima Andruška/
Wikimedia Commons 

Patrick Fort
CARACAS – US Energy 

Secretary Chris Wright on 
Wednesday dismissed claims 
that Washington was “stealing 
Venezuelan oil” after the South 
American nation granted its 
northern neighbour access to a 
huge chunk of its natural resources.

Wright, who travelled to 
Venezuela to oversee the signing 
of a series of energy deals worth 
billions of US dollars, sought 
to dispel criticism in comments 
made to AFP and other outlets at 
Caracas airport.

The United States is due to take 
majority control of more than 65 
billion barrels – almost 20 percent 
–of oil in Venezuela, which holds 
the largest proven reserves in the 
world.

Caracas has projected earnings 
of US$209 billion over 25 years 
from the accord.

“I’ve seen those headlines. 
‘We’re stealing Venezuelan oil.’ 
Of course, that’s not true at all,” 
Wright said, adding that “the oil in 
Venezuela is indeed owned by the 
people of Venezuela.”

“Private companies are 
bringing the money to produce 
the oil, but the benefits, the 
royalties and the taxes all go to the 
government of Venezuela and the 
people of Venezuela,” he said.

“All we’re doing is taking an 
idle, underground asset that isn’t 
doing anything for Venezuelan 
people and bringing the money, 
the technology to develop it.”

Wright also stressed the 
importance of fixing Venezuela’s 
electricity sector, with much of 
the country enduring hours-long 
power cuts on a daily basis.

The oil sector also needed 
electricity to function, he added.

“You need them both,” he 

said, voicing optimism given 
the “existing [electricity] 
infrastructure” in Venezuela that 
he believes can be put to use again 
under a five-year plan.

Elections a ‘process’
US President Donald Trump 

has described the pact announced 
last Friday as “the biggest oil deal 
in world history.”

Trump earlier on Wednesday 
rebuffed calls for elections in 
Venezuela, amid high hopes that 
Washington-backed talks between 
the interim government and parts 
of the opposition might lead to a 
democratic ballot.

“I just don’t think they’re ready 
yet. You know, it’s very new. We 
took them out of a dictatorship, 
and we’re getting along great with 
the government,” he said.

US forces ousted Venezuelan 
president Nicolás Maduro in 
January, and Maduro’s former 
vice president Delcy Rodríguez 
has been governing on an interim 
basis ever since.

Rodríguez, who effectively 
rules under Trump’s thumb, 
echoed that elections would take 
place when “Venezuela is ready.”

Wright sought to clarify that 
elections were a “process,” pointing 
out that reforms including an 
overhaul of Venezuela’s Supreme 
Court were necessary first.

“The plan for elections has not 
changed at all. It’s to continue to 
get the infrastructure ready and 
have elections at the appropriate 
time,” he said.

The secretary said the country 
and its economy had to be 
stabilized before a popular vote 
could occur.

“You don’t want to wait, sit on 
your hands for whatever time it 
takes to get through elections,” he 
said.    – AFP

Boost in polls for ‘Master of Love’ seeking 
Brazil’s presidency

Sánchez says no ‘solid proof’ Morocco 
planned Ceuta migrant rush

US not ‘stealing Venezuelan 
oil,’ energy secretary insists
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Football

PARIS – France’s financial 
prosecutor’s office has asked that 
four people, including disgraced 
former Asian football chief 
Mohamed Bin Hammam, be sent 
to trial for corruption in connection 
with the awarding of the 2022 
World Cup to Qatar.

The move at the end of August, 
confirmed to AFP, comes three 
years after a magistrate in Paris 
issued an international arrest 
warrant for Bin Hammam, who 
has been banned for life from 
football following accusations of 
corruption and conflicts of interest.

It is part of a probe launched 

in 2019 which is focusing on the 
role played by Bin Hammam in 
the actions of Reynald Temarii, ex-
president of the Oceania Football 
Confederation (OFC), on the 
eve of the vote that awarded the 
competition to Qatar.

Temarii is also one of the four 
people targeted by the prosecutor’s 
office (PNF).

He had been suspended by 
FIFA from its executive committee 
for breaching its code of ethics 
ahead the World Cup hosts vote on 
December 2, 2010.

Bin Hammam had paid for 
Temarii’s defence costs of 305,000 
euros (US$323,000) after the 
Tahitian appealed, thus preventing 

the OFC from appointing a 
replacement, who would have voted 
for Australia rather than Qatar.

It is now up to investigating 
judges to decide whether or not to 
send the case to trial.

The PNF wants Bin Hammam 
and Temarii to be sent to trial for 
“passive private corruption”.

Temarii told AFP in October 
2022 he had been the “victim of 
fraud”.

The other two people targeted 
by the PNF are consultant Jean-
Charles Brisard and his ex-wife 
Geraldine Lesieur, who used to 
be Temarii’s lawyer, for “fraud 
and receiving the proceeds of 
corruption”.    – AFP

McTominay feeling fine 
despite heart issue

ROME – Scotland inter-
national Scott McTominay 
said he was feeling fine a 
day after his club Napoli 

revealed that he needed surgery on a 
minor heart issue.

McTominay, who was voted Serie 
A’s best player during Napoli’s 2024/25 
title-winning campaign, spoke to 
reporters at the professional footballers’ 
gala in Milan on Wednesday.

He said that the issue had been 
known about for some time.

On Tuesday, Napoli revealed 
that he would be out for a few weeks 
due to the problem.

“Due to the onset of a mild benign 
arrhythmia, Scott McTominay will 
undergo PFA (pulsed field ablation) 
surgery in the next few days,” said 
Napoli in a statement.

“He will be available again after 
the international break.”

McTominay, 29, has been a key 
player for Napoli since joining from 
Manchester United in 2024, scoring 
27 goals in 82 matches.

But he was off-form in their 
opening two Serie A games.

He will miss this weekend’s 
clash with champions Inter Milan, 
as well as next week’s Champions 
League encounter with Premier 
League champions Arsenal.

McTominay will also miss Scot-
land’s upcoming Nations League fix-
tures against Slovenia (twice), Swit-
zerland and North Macedonia. – AFP

Queiroz reverses 
resignation to stay as 
Ghana coach

PARIS – Carlos Queiroz 
will continue as head coach of 
the Ghana national team despite 
initially stepping down following 
their World Cup exit, the country’s 
football association said yesterday.

The 73-year-old Portuguese led 
the Black Stars to the last 32 of this 
year’s World Cup before they were 
knocked out by Colombia.

Queiroz, who also coached Iran 
at the 2022 World Cup, then said he 
would not be extending his contract.

But the Ghana Football Associa-
tion (GFA) has now agreed a deal 
for Queiroz to return for the “next 
phase of the team’s programme”.

“Following discussions with the 
GFA and the Ministry of Sports and 
Recreation, it was agreed that Carlos 
Queiroz would embark on a new 
coaching mandate, commencing with 
the upcoming international window,” 
the GFA said in a statement.

Ghana kick off their 2027 Africa 
Cup of Nations qualifying campaign 
later this month with games against 
Ivory Coast and The Gambia.

Somalia are the other team in 
Group C of qualifying for next 
year’s AFCON in Kenya, Uganda 
and Tanzania.

Queiroz, a former Manchester 
United and Real Madrid assistant 
coach, has also led Portugal, 
Colombia, Egypt and Qatar in 
international football.     – AFP

LONDON – Folarin 
Balogun’s £40 million 
(US$54 million) move to 

Everton from Monaco collapsed 
hours before the transfer window 
closed because the United 
States striker pulled out over his 
“treatment” by the Premier League 
side, the Ligue 1 club’s managing 
director said on Wednesday.

Balogun - who was at the centre 
of controversy at the World Cup 
after US President Donald Trump 
successfully intervened to force FIFA 
to suspend a red card so he could 
play against Belgium in the last 16 - 
had undergone a medical in England 
before Everton started to raise some 
concerns about his fitness.

Although the Premier League 
side decided to proceed with the 
deal - after a couple of hours of 
discussions between the two clubs’ 
medical departments - Balogun 
pulled the plug himself.

“Five minutes before the close 
of the (English) transfer window... 
I signed the contract, and Everton 
signed the contract,” Monaco 
managing director Thiago Scuro 
told reporters.

“At the last moment, the player 
decided not to sign.

“And basically, the allegation of 
Balogun is that: ‘I’m not feeling well 
by the way the club treated me’.

“’I’m not feeling well by the 
way the medical department of 

Everton brought doubts about my 
future or my health’.

“’I have nothing, so I’m not 
comfortable to sign a long contract 
here’.”

Some reports had said 
that Everton had attempted to 
renegotiate the fee for the 25-year-
old Balogun, but Scuro did not 
mention any such discussions.

Balogun had emerged as a late 
target for the Toffees after Guinea-
Bissau international Beto completed 
a move to Serie A club Fiorentina.

His decision to back out has 
left Everton light on forwards for 
the new season, although they did 
secure the return of Jack Grealish 
on a season-long loan deal from 
Manchester City, for the second 
consecutive campaign.

Everton also signed English 
defender Ainsley Maitland-Niles 
from French club Lyon.

But The 1878s, an Everton 
supporters’ group, accused the 
club’s US-based owners, The 
Friedkin Group, of failing in their 
duty during the window.

“To leave us with no back up 
full-backs and just one striker is 
full-on gross negligence,” they said.

‘Markets still open’
Balogun caught the eye with 

his performances at the World 
Cup this year, but after a red card 
he received in the USA’s defeat of 

Bosnia-Herzegovina in the round of 
32 ruled him out of the last-16 clash 
with Belgium, Trump intervened.

FIFA’s decision to suspend the 
card, allowing Balogun to play 
against Belgium, attracted wide-
spread criticism aimed at the world 
football governing body’s chief 
Gianni Infantino, who developed a 
close relationship with Trump.

The USA lost the game 4-1 and 
Balogun later admitted that the 
furore affecting the red card had 
affected the team’s performance.

Balogun, who was born in 
New York City but grew up in 
London, has scored 31 goals in 91 
appearances for Monaco.

His decision to remain has left 
Monaco in a financial pickle, as 
they had budgeted for his sale.

They had discussed selling 
Senegal midfielder Lamine 
Camara to Chelsea if the Balogun 
deal fell through, but had pulled 
out of that when they thought their 
striker would leave - which he may 
yet do as some leagues have yet to 
shut their transfer windows.

“We still have other markets 
open, and we are having 
discussions about different players, 
including Balo,” said Scuro.

“Let’s see what can still 
happen until Thursday (yesterday) 
because we still have markets that 
have the financial capacity to do 
something.”    – AFP

POISSY, France – Paris 
Saint-Germain coach Luis 
Enrique insisted yesterday 

that the sale of France winger 
Bradley Barcola to Liverpool was 
a good deal for all parties, as the 
reigning European champions get 
ready to defend their Champions 
League title without one of their key 
players from the last two campaigns.

“Everyone is a winner,” the 
Spaniard told reporters on the eve 
of his team’s Ligue 1 clash at home 
to Monaco today.

“He wanted to leave because he 
wanted to have more importance in 
the team. And that is something that 
you have to earn in training. I can’t 
guarantee that to any player.

“He has been a very important 
player for us, and he is an incredible 
person. He was liked by his 
teammates. He still had two years 
left on his contract but he decided to 
leave and I wish him all the best. We 
have to accept it.”

Barcola, who appeared in all of 
France’s matches at the World Cup, had 
not featured at all for PSG at the start 
of this season before joining Liverpool 
in a blockbuster deal for a fee of 125 
million euros (£107m, US$145m) plus 
20 million euros in bonuses.

The 24-year-old scored 13 goals 
in 49 appearances in all competitions 
last season for PSG as they retained 
the Champions League and Ligue 1 
titles.

However, he was not automatically 
assured of his place in Luis Enrique’s 

starting line-up, especially with 
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia competing to 
play in the same position on the wing.

PSG have brought in three new 
attacking players for a combined fee 
of around 150 million euros, with 
Spain World Cup final hero Ferran 
Torres arriving from Barcelona while 
Maghnes Akliouche was signed from 
Monaco and Mika Godts from Ajax.

“I am happy with the three 
players we have brought in up front. 
We must not make comparisons. 
We will see what happens but I am 
happy with the transfer window,” 
said Luis Enrique, who also saw PSG 
sell Portugal striker Goncalo Ramos 
to AC Milan and Senegal winger 
Ibrahim Mbaye to Aston Villa.

The former Barcelona and Spain 
coach insisted his new players 
would need “time to adapt” as 
PSG come into the match against 
Monaco having drawn their first 
two Ligue 1 games of the campaign 
with Rennes and Lille.

They also lost to Lens in the 
French Champions Trophy having 
previously beaten Aston Villa to 
win the UEFA Super Cup.

The Parisians start their bid 
to win a third straight Champions 
League title at home to Slovan 
Bratislava next Wednesday.

“Our objectives are clear. I have said 
it many times. I want to win the most 
important trophies and there is none 
bigger than the Champions League,” 
added the coach, who is beginning his 
fourth season at the helm.     – AFP

French prosecutor wants Bin Hammam 
tried over Qatar 2022 vote

Balogun rejected Everton move 
over transfer ‘treatment’

‘Everyone a winner’ with Barcola 
transfer, says PSG coach Luis Enrique

Bayern Munich’s 
English forward Harry 
Kane scores a goal 
from the penalty spot 
during the German 
Cup (DFB Pokal) first 
round match against 
VfL Osnabrueck 
in Osnabrueck, 
western Germany on 
Wednesday. Bayern 
won the game 4-1, 
with Kane scoring a 
brace.          – AFP

Football shorts
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Athletics

BRUSSELS – Femke Broeders-Bol has 
achieved what many athletes can but dream: 
swapping with success from a discipline in 
which she was a two-time world champion 
to the 800m, one of the most ruthless running 
distances.

The 26-year-old won 400m hurdles golds 
at last year’s Tokyo world champs and the 
2023 edition in Budapest.

She is a two-time Olympic bronze 
medallist in the hurdles and left the 2024 
Paris Games with an additional gold and 
silver in the 4x400m relays.

US rival Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone 
came away with back-to-back Olympic hurdles 
golds and also the world record to overshadow 
the Dutchwoman on the ultimate stage.

While the American has clocked the 
three fastest times ever in the 400m hurdles, 
Broeders-Bol has four in the top nine.

The Dutch athlete opted to compete in 
the 800m just as a pregnant McLaughlin-
Levrone stepped away from the sport - her 
daughter Savannah was born in July.

But it is not something that Broeders-Bol 
has regretted for one minute.

Werro in form
The women’s 800m has been one of the 

stand-out events of the season, Switzerland’s 
Audrey Werro inching ever closer to the 
oldest world record in track and field: the 
1min 53.28sec over two laps set by Jarmila 
Kratochvilova of the then-Czechoslovakia in 
Munich back in 1983.

Werro has gone third fastest in the all-
time list with a winning 1:53.70 at last 
week’s Zurich Diamond League.

Broeders-Bol, second, improved the 
Dutch national record to 1:54.71 - the 15th 
fastest time ever run over the distance and an 
astonishing achievement for someone new to 
the event.

“I never expected to go this fast in the 
first season,” she said ahead of the Diamond 
League finals in Brussels.

“It’s a couple of years’ plan and I was hoping 
to get to that level eventually, but to be there 
already this quickly is a very nice surprise.”

The transition from hurdles to the “very 

unpredictable” 800m had been a “very big 
experience”, she added.

“In the hurdles you also race others but 
you always have your own hurdles. Here 
you’re together in a lane after 100 metres.”

Asked where she could progress, the 
ever-humble Broeders-Bol replied: “I think 
pretty much in everything except speed!

“My speed is very good for an 800m runner. 
My endurance is very bad and I think the tactical 
part is still something I need to learn.

“For me it really feels like I’m still at 
the beginning of this journey and there’s so 
much to learn.”

Overcoming fear
Broeders-Bol added that she had learnt 

not to underestimate herself.
“I was quite scared of the 800. At one point 

my coach told me I had too much respect for 
the 800 and also in a way for my competitors, 
putting everyone and everything on a pedestal, 
because I didn’t know where I was at.

“There’s a lot more things out of your 
control and it’s really a race against each other 
until the line and I think it’s a lot of fun.”

With the 800m in a golden age of runners 
also including Britain’s Olympic champion 

Keely Hodgkinson, Broeders-Bol expressed 
hope that she and her rivals “can push the 
event further together”.

“We are in an era where there are so 
many amazing girls to run against,” with 
Werro, Hodgkinson and the Dutch runner 
completing the European podium in 
Birmingham last month.

Sweden’s world and Olympic pole vault 
champion Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplantis, who 
registered 7.15m in the long jump as a 17-year-
old and 10.37sec in a one-off 100m race in 
2024, dubbed Broeders-Bol “amazing”.

“If there’s anybody that’s going to do 
that transition as well as somebody could 
do it, it would be her, just based on her 
professionalism, really,” Duplantis said.

“She’s such a student of the sport and 
the event, and she never leaves anything to 
chance. She’s so on top of everything that it’s 
really an inspiration.”

Triple world sprint gold medallist 
Melissa Jefferson-Wooden added that “what 
Femke has done is something that should be 
talked about a little more”.

“It’s really impressive what she’s been 
able to do this year, and I’m excited to see 
what she does going forward.”     – AFP

Just the beginning of the journey, Broeders-
Bol says of 800m adventure

F1

Nicolas Revise
MONZA, Italy – In his eight years at 

Ferrari, Charles Leclerc has established 
himself as a popular and talented Monegasque 
prince of the Formula One grid, yet being 
crowned his sport’s king remains just a dream.

The 28-year-old said in an interview in 
August that it “is still possible” for him to 
become world champion in 2027, although 
it will be “surely a difficult goal to achieve”.

He has flashed his talent again this 
season, winning at Silverstone and stepping 
onto the podium after three other races.

Yet, ahead of the Italian Grand Prix at 
Monza, a race he has won twice, he sits fifth 
in the drivers’ standings, 87 points behind 
leader Kimi Antonelli and also trailing team-
mate Lewis Hamilton.

Ferrari signed Leclerc, fresh from an 
impressive rookie F1 campaign with Sauber, 
ahead of the 2019 season.

He has since racked up nine victories, 
including one on home soil in Monaco and 
two at Monza and finished a distant second 
behind Max Verstappen in the 2022 world 

championship and third in 2024.
In June, Leclerc signed a contract 

extension with Ferrari until the end of 2028.
At the Dutch Grand Prix in Zandvoort in 

August, he talked of his love for the team.
Leclerc - a wealthy driver and a star of the 

press and social media who has released pop 
records – presents himself as a mature and 
clear-headed leader of the Scuderia, despite 
the pressure this year from Hamilton, who, at 
41, is aiming for an eighth world title.

“I’ve changed a lot, because through 
experiences - good and bad - you mature 
enormously as a driver and as a person,” said 
the recently-married Leclerc, who is smiling but 
often reserved in front of the press, in contrast to 
his aggressive approach on the track.

“I grew up in Italy with karting and absorbed 
a lot of Italian passion and emotion. But over the 
years, I’ve managed to handle those emotions 
better when things are going very well or very 
badly,” says Leclerc, who recently admitted to 
being affected by what he calls “negative stories” 
surrounding his inconsistent performances.

Ferrari frustration
Leclerc’s inability to turn pace and 

potential into domination mirrors the 
frustrating recent history of the Scuderia.

Ferrari, historically the sport’s most 
successful team, won their last constructors’ 
title in 2008. The last driver crowned world 
champion in a red single-seater was Finn 
Kimi Raikkonen the year before.

“The passion within Ferrari is an 
incredible force, and when things aren’t 
going as they should, we work tirelessly to 
turn the tide,” said Leclerc.

“But it can hurt too. When things aren’t 
going well, people feel it very deeply.”

He says the arrival of Frenchman Fred 
Vasseur as team principal ahead of the 2023 
season improved Ferrari’s team culture.

“Fred has really brought that calm, 
that cool-headedness needed to make 
the environment less prone to emotional 
outbursts,” said Leclerc.

This weekend, Leclerc said he expects to 
be swept up by the “immense enthusiasm” 
that grips the tifosi, the Monza circuit and 
nearby Milan the week before the Grand Prix.

“My love for Ferrari and for this sport is 
the same as it was on the very first day,” said 
Leclerc.       – AFP

Weng Hongyang, Wang Zhiyi 
storm into quarters at BWF 
China Masters

Badminton
SHENZHEN – Weng Hongyang and Wang 

Zhiyi advanced to the men’s and women’s 
singles quarterfinals respectively at the 2026 
BWF China Masters yesterday.

Weng battled past Singapore’s Loh Kean 
Yew 21-18, 11-21, 21-17 in a three-game 
thriller, but compatriot Lu Guangzu fell to 
Thailand’s Kunlavut Vitidsarn 21-17, 21-12.

Women’s singles second seed Wang Zhiyi 
beat Malaysia’s Karupathevan Letshanaa 
21-10, 21-8 in just 31 minutes to secure her 
quarterfinal spot. Young Chinese shuttler 
Han Qianxi was eliminated in the round of 
16, losing to top seed An Se-young of South 
Korea in straight games.

In mixed doubles, top seeds Feng 
Yanzhe and Huang Dongping rallied from a 
game down to defeat Thailand’s Pakkapon 
Teeraratsakul and Sapsiree Taerattanachai 
15-21, 23-21, 21-17.

Young Chinese pairs Zhu Yijun/Li 
Qian and Gao Jiaxuan/Wu Mengying also 
progressed to the last eight by defeating their 
respective opponents.

Also yesterday, Chinese men’s doubles 
favorites He Jiting/Ren Xiangyu and women’s 
doubles stars Jia Yifan/Zhang Shuxian booked 
their quarterfinal berths with straight-game 
victories.

Quarterfinal action across all five 
disciplines will take place today.        – Xinhua

Slovenian rookie Omrzel triumphs 
as Mas extends Vuelta lead

Cycling
SPAIN – Slovenian 20-year-old Jakob 

Omrzel climbed to victory on stage 12 of the 
Vuelta a Espana yesterday as Spain’s Enric 
Mas extended his overall lead on a tough 
mountain stage.

In a landmark performance, Omrzel of 
the Bahrain Victorious team also leapt up the 
overall standings, evoking memories of his 
countryman Tadej Pogacar’s showing in his 
first Grand Tour in 2019.

Omrzel jumped to sixth overall, just 30sec 
behind Briton Oscar Onley in the best young 
rider white jersey category.

“I can’t believe what I did, but I felt super 
good, I’m still feeling okay, I’m not tired. So 
I’m just enjoying it at the moment,” Omrzel 
said.

Three major mountain stages remain on 
what is becoming an enthralling 21-day race.

Pogacar was six months older than Omrzel 
when he came third and won three stages in 
the 2019 edition of the Vuelta.

Movistar rider Mas finished 2min 56sec 
adrift of the winner but extended his overnight 
lead of 1:18 on Primoz Roglic by a further 
27sec.

Four-time champion Roglic, another 
Slovenian, crossed the line with Felix Gall, 
who is third overall.

Following the two previous stages where 
the GC rivals played second fiddle to either 
the escape artists or the sprinters, the Vuelta 
returned to the mountains on stage 12 with a 
run of 166km that was contested in searing 
heat over five climbs to Calar Alto.

Mas has won the Vuelta white jersey twice, 
in 2018 and 2020, and is set for his first Grand 
Tour win if he can hold on.

Pogacar had been leading the Vuelta by 
almost four minutes but crashed out on stage 
eight, breaking his collarbone in what may be 
a season-ending injury.

The race ends in Andalusia next weekend 
with stages in the mountains and hills around 
Malaga and Granada’s Sierra Nevada.   – AFP

Heading for Ferrari’s home race, Leclerc still dreams of world title

Sport in brief

Dutch track and field athlete Femke Broeders-Bol holds a press conference ahead of the 50th edition of 
the Memorial Van Damme athletics event in Brussels, yesterday.
The 2026 Allianz Memorial Van Damme Diamond League meeting takes place today and tomorrow. - AFP
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WASHSINGTON, DC – Gloria 
Steinem, the American journalist, 
author and activist who was one of 
the most recognisable and enduring 
faces of the feminist movement, 
has died aged 92, her foundation 
announced yesterday. 

“Yesterday, Gloria Steinem 
passed away peacefully at her home 
in New York City, surrounded 
by some of the many who loved 
her,” Gloria’s Foundation said in a 
statement on Instagram. It did not 
specify the cause of death.

The announcement sparked an 
outpouring of tributes, with former 
US secretary of state Hillary Clinton 
hailing Steinem as a groundbreaker 
for women across many different 
fields.

“Gloria Steinem pushed open 
doors not just for herself, but for liter-
ally millions of women behind her,” 
Clinton, who was the first woman to 
be a major US party’s presidential 
nominee, said in a statement.

Nancy Pelosi, the first woman 
to be US House speaker, called 
Steinem “a fearless trailblazer who 
transformed the fight for equality in 
America and inspired generations 
of women to know their power.”

Before becoming a leading 
figure in the women’s rights 
movement, Steinem cut her teeth in 
journalism in the 1960s, denouncing 
the inequalities women endured at a 
time when many in the US needed 
their husband’s approval to open a 

bank account.
She came to prominence in 1963 

with an expose of the pervasive 
sexism faced by cocktail waitresses 
at New York’s Playboy Club.

But she credited her awakening 
to activism to a 1969 meeting where 
women described the ordeal of 
having an abortion.

“It made some sense of my own 
experience. I had had an abortion 
and had never told anyone,” she 
later recounted in an article in New 
York Magazine.

The London doctor who gave her 
an abortion in 1957, when it was still 

illegal, made her promise two things: 
“First, you will not tell anyone my 
name. Second, you will do what you 
want to do with your life.”

In the 1970s, she founded Ms 
Magazine and the National Women’s 
Political Caucus and organised the 
first National Women’s Conference 
in Houston.

For decades, Steinem travelled 
across the United States and the 
world, headlining conferences and 
protests. She remained an outspoken 
defender of women’s rights well 
into old age.

When in 2022 the US Supreme 

Court overturned the Roe v Wade 
decision of 1973, which had 
enshrined the right to abortion, she 
pointed out: “Banning abortions 
does not stop the need for them. It 
just bans their safety.

“Don’t agonise. Organise,” she 
urged fellow American women on 
social media.

After a lifetime battling 
injustice, she told AFP in 2019: “I 
think the role of older people like 
me is to have hope, because we 
remember when it was worse.”

Public scrutiny 
Born in Ohio on March 25, 1934, 

Steinem had a nomadic early life 
with a travelling salesman father.

Her parents divorced when she 
was 10, forcing her to care for her 
mother who had mental health issues.

As a frontline feminist, she came 
under intense public scrutiny.

Her good looks, miniskirts and 
brief experience as a Playboy Bunny 
were used against her in an attempt 
to undermine her credibility.

The fact that she remained single 
and childless was also weaponised.

At 66, she married businessman 
David Bale, the father of actor 
Christian Bale.

Asked by a reporter why she had 
changed her position on single life, 
she said: “I didn’t change. Marriage 
changed.”

Bale died three years later of 
brain cancer, aged 62. Steinem 

herself underwent surgery for breast 
cancer in the 1980s.

‘Have hope’ 
Some younger activists saw 

Steinem as a representative of an 
outdated type of feminism.

She was criticised for defending 
Bill Clinton in 1989 when the then-
governor of Arkansas was accused 
of sexual harassment.

In 2016, when Clinton’s wife 
Hillary was vying to become the first 
female president in US history but 
struggling to garner support among 
women voters, Steinem suggested 
that young women preferred her 
rival for the Democratic nomination, 
Bernie Sanders, because young men 
liked him.

“When you’re young, you’re 
thinking: ‘Where are the boys? The 
boys are with Bernie,’” she told TV 
talk show host Bill Maher. She later 
apologised.

Steinem was given numerous 
awards and honours for her work, 
including the US Presidential Medal 
of Freedom in 2013.

“Gloria’s near-century on Earth 
were years well-lived, and she 
continued working for equality until 
the very end,” her foundation said.

“Gloria’s greatest gift was her 
ability to listen to others, to make 
others feel seen and heard.”

She “lived true to her indepen-
dent spirit, always with curiosity 
and a great sense of humour.” – AFP

US feminist icon Gloria Steinem dies aged 92

US activist Gloria Steinem arrives for the Ms. Foundation for Women 2023 Women of 
Vision Awards at Ziegfeld Ballroom in New York City on May 16, 2023. US journalist 
and feminist icon Gloria Steinem has died, her foundation said in a statement 
yesterday. She was 92.                  – AFP 

LOS ANGELES – Late country 
music legend Dolly Parton will get a 
new star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame today, after the original one was 
vandalized, officials have announced.

The United States has been in 
mourning since the death of the beloved 
singer last week at the age of 80.

Fans flocked to her home state 
of Tennessee to pay homage to 
the musician, philanthropist and 
entrepreneur, as US President Donald 
Trump ordered flags on government 
buildings be flown at half-staff.

They also laid flowers and left 
candles on the star  in the heart of 
Hollywood that commemorates her 
decades-long career.

But on Monday, vandals 
scratched the star, which was 
dedicated in 1984, leaving Parton’s 

name badly defaced, with video on 
social media showing the damage.

Ana Martinez of the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce said the 
tribute items left on the star had 
been cleared in anticipation of 
already-scheduled work to repair 
cracks when it was vandalised.

The Hollywood Historic Trust, 
which maintains the thousands of 
stars along Hollywood Boulevard, 
said a replacement star would be 
ready within days.

“The Hollywood Historic 
Trust and Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce are proud to honour 
the legacy of Dolly Parton with 
a replacement of her star,” the 
organisation wrote on Instagram.

“The new star will be available 
for viewing this Friday.”        – AFP

Adam Plowright 
VENICE, Italy – Australian-

born media mogul Rupert 
Murdoch is “very happy” to see 
compatriot Guy Pearce play him 
in a new, largely sympathetic 
movie about his early business 
life, the actor said on Wednesday.

Pearce, known for his role 
as a dashing detective in “L.A. 
Confidential” and lately in “The 
Brutalist”, was cast by Oscar-
winning British director Danny 
Boyle to play Murdoch in his 
upcoming film, “Ink”.

“I had some messaging 
with Elisabeth, his [Murdoch’s] 
daughter, and she did say to 
me, ‘Dad’s very happy that 
you’re playing him,’” Pearce 
told reporters at the Venice Film 
Festival, where “Ink” is the 
opening film.

“But he hadn’t seen the film 
at that point, so we’ll see,” Pearce 
added.

Hit HBO series “Succession” 
was inspired by the Murdoch 
family, with the ruthless and cruel 
patriarch Logan Roy providing a 
hugely unflattering portrait of the 
real-life billionaire.

Boyle, despite his own left-
wing politics, said he had not set 
out to make a negative film about 
Murdoch, now aged 95.

The tycoon’s right-wing 
media empire is still a major 

political force in Britain, the 
United States and his native 
Australia, backing a string 
of conservative nationalist 
politicians and their agendas.

In “Ink”, Boyle focuses on 
Murdoch’s move into Britain in 
the late 1960s, when he bought 
the struggling tabloid The Sun 
and transformed it into a runaway 
success with a daily diet of sex, 
sport and scandal.

It is an adaptation of a play by 
British playwright James Graham, 
which ran in the West End and 
Broadway between 2017 and 
2019.

“The stage play doesn’t... 
monsterise Rupert Murdoch, 
which, of course, a lot of people 
do now,” Boyle said.

“I think it’s because he 
represented at the time... a breath 
of fresh air in what was a very 
rigid British society. And he’s 
dealing with a lot of prejudice 
against him as an Australian, 
which I can understand,” the 
“Trainspotting” and “Slumdog 
Millionaire” director added.

“He particularly had a loathing 
for the British establishment, 
which I personally share as well.”

“Ink” follows the relationship 
between Murdoch and his first 
editor of The Sun, Larry Lamb, 
with the latter the main character 
in the film, Boyle told reporters.

Media magnet 
Murdoch, his business empire 

and his feuds with his six children 
have become rich pickings for 
authors, screenwriters and directors.

As well as “Succession”, 
the five-times married tycoon 
has been the subject of a spate 
of biographies, as well as a new 
Netflix documentary, “Dynasty: 
The Murdochs” which was 
released in March this year.

The latter focused on 
Murdoch’s fight with his children 
over efforts to install his eldest son 
Lachlan as his chosen successor 
to run an empire comprising Fox 
News, The Wall Street Journal, The 
Sun and publisher HarperCollins.

That ended with a multi-
billion-US-dollar settlement and 
court case that spilled some of the 
family’s secrets into the public 
domain.

Murdoch has transformed 
tabloid newspapers, cable TV 
and satellite broadcasting over 
the last few decades while facing 
accusations of stoking nationalist 
populism across the English-
speaking world.

Britain’s exit from the 
European Union and the rise of 
Donald Trump are credited at least 
partly to Murdoch, while his media 
have long carried a pro-business 
agenda and have been sceptical 
about climate change. – AFP 

Dolly Parton to get new 
Hollywood star after vandalism

Murdoch ‘very happy’ to be played by 
Guy Pearce in new film
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Horse ride & hike 
away
A general view of the Tiger’s Nest 
monastery atop a hill in Paro, 
Bhutan on Wednesday.        – AFP

Balloon jam
Hot-air balloons are seen during the 
hot air balloon Fiesta on Wednesday 
in Hradec Kralove city, Czech 
Republic.        – AFP

Not a good beach 
day!
General view of Ipanema beach 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on 
Wednesday.      – AFP

Decent cup to start 
the day!
A woman walks with a pushchair 
past an oversized coffee cup to 
promote tomorrow’s barista event at 
Museum Quartier on a sunny day in 
Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday.        

– AFP

Extremely 
important guest
A squirrel runs across a red carpet 
outside 10 Downing Street, the 
official residence of Britain’s Prime 
Minister, ahead of the departure 
of France’s President Emmanuel 
Macron and his wife Brigitte Macron, 
following their meeting, in central 
London yesterday.       – AFP
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6. World of fantasy 
People visit the Magical Moon Trail flower park at the 
Sabarmati riverfront in Ahmedabad, India yesterday.  – AFP
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