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Xi calls for deepening China-Egypt 
cooperation, raises Mideast proposal

President Xi Jinping yesterday called on China and 
Egypt to continue advancing the building of a China-Egypt 
community with a shared future amid a turbulent international 
and regional landscape.     – Story on p. 7

Uber says laying o! ‘about 10 pct’ 
of workforce worldwide

Ride-hailing giant Uber will be laying off around 10 
percent of its staff as part of “significant organizational 
changes,” CEO Dara Khosrowshahi said in a message to 
employees released yesterday.                  –  Story on p. 11

Brazilian top court judge faces scrutiny 
over disgraced banker’s texts

Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes 
came under fresh scrutiny on Tuesday after the release of text 
messages sent to him by a disgraced banker at the centre of a 
major corruption probe.     – Story on p. 12 

Tony Wong
On the last day of his two-day official visit 

to Indonesia, Macao Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) Chief Executive Sam Hou 
Fai paid a courtesy call on ASEAN Secretary-
General Kao Kim Hourn yesterday morning, 
where they exchanged views on deepening 
“pragmatic” cooperation between Macau 
and ASEAN across various fields, according 
to a statement by the Macao Government 
Information Bureau (GCS) yesterday.

ASEAN is the abbreviation of the 
11-member Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. It is headquartered in Jakarta.

Sam departed from Macau on Saturday 
last week for an eight-day working visit to 
three Southeast Asian countries – Singapore, 
Indonesia, and Malaysia. He is leading a 
delegation comprising local officials and 
about 120 business representatives on his visit 
to the three countries.

Sam’s delegation arrived in Kuala Lumpur 
from Jakarta last night. They are scheduled to 
return to Macau on Saturday.

During his meeting with Kao at the ASEAN 
Secretariat, according to the statement, Sam 
expressed his gratitude to ASEAN for its 
continuous support in helping member states 
strengthen cooperation with the MSAR. He 
noted that under the strategic guidance of the 
leaders of China and ASEAN countries, mutual 
strategic trust has continued to grow and 
cooperation in all sectors has deepened, with 

the China-ASEAN Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership maintaining strong momentum.

Sam said that the central authorities are 
strongly supporting the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) in 
becoming a new growth engine for cooperation 
with ASEAN. As a key member of the GBA, he 
said, Macau will vigorously strengthen close 
ties and pragmatic cooperation with ASEAN 
nations to jointly contribute to sustained 

regional development, prosperity, and stability.
Sam also highlighted the latest developments 

in Macau and the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth 
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, as well as the 
major opportunities presented by Macau’s 3rd 
Five-Year Plan’s alignment with the nation’s 
15th Five-Year Plan. He said that Macau 
welcomes ASEAN nations to encourage their 
enterprises to leverage the Macau-Hengqin 
platform to connect the two vast markets of 

Southeast Asia and the Chinese mainland, 
sharing the fruits of regional synergy.

Sam noted that Macau and ASEAN countries 
have long maintained close interactions, with a 
large community of returned overseas Chinese 
from Southeast Asia living in Macau, serving 
as a cultural and commercial bridge between 
Macau and Southeast Asia.

Sam said that ASEAN countries are also 
a primary source of Macau’s international 
visitors, accounting for a high percentage of 
its foreign visitor arrivals. He said he expects 
the ASEAN Secretariat to support its member 
states in utilising their historical and cultural 
ties with Macau, the resources and network of 
returned overseas Chinese and their relatives, 
and commercial association channels. This 
will foster a cooperative pattern featuring 
mutual source market development, economic 
and trade connectivity, industrial alignment, 
cultural integration, and mutual learning 
among civilisations.

Sam noted that Macau possesses 
institutional advantages for participating 
in multilateral international cooperation, 
adding he hopes that in the future, under the 
authorisation from the central authorities and 
with the support and assistance of the ASEAN 
Secretariat, Macau can join relevant China-
ASEAN cooperation mechanisms in an 
appropriate capacity and participate in events 
hosted by ASEAN.

Continued on p.6

Sam vows to enhance ‘pragmatic’ 
cooperation with ASEAN

ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn (right) shakes hands with Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai on the 

sidelines of their meeting at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta yesterday.     – Photo: GCS

An intelligent device empowered 

by the Chemical Engineering Large 

Language Model (ChemELLM) 3.0 

Pro carries out testing tasks at the 

Dalian Institute of Chemical Physics 

(DICP) under the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences in Dalian, Liaoning 

Province, yesterday. The latest 

version of China’s first large language 
model dedicated to the chemical 

industry was released yesterday 

marking a significant leap from 
knowledge acquisition to intelligent 

execution of chemical tasks, and 

providing new support for managing 

complex chemical operations, said 

the DICP under the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences. The ChemELLM 3.0 

Pro was jointly developed by DICP, 

iFlytek, Alibaba Cloud Computing, 

and other institutions and 

enterprises.              – Xinhua 

PARIS – The United Nations 
said yesterday the 1.5C target 
would be missed and outlined 
how global temperatures might be 
brought back down in a first-of-its-
kind assessment met with dismay 
in climate-vulnerable nations.

UN Secretary General António 
Guterres last year acknowledged 
the inevitability of overshooting 
1.5C in the next few years but this 
assessment is the first by a UN 
agency to unambiguously state 
the target would be breached.

Scientists agree that warming 
above 1.5C relative to pre-
industrial times poses grave risks 

and nearly 200 nations committed 
a decade ago to try and keep 
global temperature rises to this 
safer threshold.

But in a much-anticipated 
report involving dozens of 
scientists, the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) said the 
best remaining option had shifted 
“from avoiding overshoot to 
navigating it”.

“It’s a reality check. We have 
to live with this warmer world... 
but there’s still a lot we can do 
to limit warming,” said report 
co-author Richard Betts from the 
University of Exeter. – AFP

World must prepare for ‘reality’ 
of missing 1.5C goal: UN
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v  Macau  Weather
CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY 
INTERVALS. 
ONE OR TWO SHOWERS. 
FORCE 3 TO 4 NORTHWESTERLY 
WINDS, OCCASIONALLY FORCE 5 
WITH GUSTS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE 
BETWEEN 60% 
AND 90%.

24ºC~31ºC
Source: SMG
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Commentary by Calvin Tinlop Chui*

With over 12,400 registered associations 
and a deeply rooted tradition of civic 
engagement, Macau’s associative sector is 
one of the most vibrant in Asia relative to its 
population. Associations in Macau span the 
full range of civic life – from social welfare, 
education and sports to business, culture and 
community mutual aid – and have played a 
constructive role in public governance since 
long before the establishment of the Macao 
Special Administrative Region (MSAR) in 
1999.

Yet the legal framework that governs 
these organisations has not kept pace with 
Macau’s development. The current regime, 
scattered across Law 2/99/M and the Civil 
Code, was enacted more than a quarter 
of a century ago and contains significant 
overlaps, inconsistencies and regulatory 
gaps. It is against this background that 
the MSAR Government has launched a 
45-day public consultation, running from 
August 10 to September 23, on a proposed 
unified Legal Regime for Associations. The 
proposed reform deserves careful attention 
because it addresses real and practical 
challenges that have accumulated over more 
than two decades.

The case for reform: practical 
realities

The numbers speak for themselves. Of 
the more than 12,400 associations registered 
in Macau today, only approximately 60 
percent maintain any level of activity. Nearly 
40 percent have either ceased operations 
entirely or never began functioning after 
their establishment. Some 8,500 associations 
have submitted their board members’ 
information to the Identification Services 
Bureau (DSI).

The proliferation of dormant entities 
creates an opaque landscape that obscures 
the true state of civil society. This is not 
merely an administrative inconvenience, but 
it may complicate public accountability and, 

in the absence of effective exit mechanisms, 
makes it difficult to distinguish genuinely 
active organisations from shells that exist 
only on paper.

Addressing such structural challenges 
is the stated objective of the current reform 
initiative.

Consolidation of regulatory 
authorities

One of the most significant proposals 
is the consolidation of regulatory 
authorities under a single public entity – the 
Identification Services Bureau. At present, 
establishing an association in Macau 
involves navigating procedures across 
three separate departments: the DSI, the 
Notary Office and the Legal Affairs Bureau 
(DSAJ), with the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) subsequently reviewing the legality 
of the published statutes. The consultation 
document describes this arrangement as 
inconvenient for citizens and costly for the 
administration.

The proposed single-window model is 
neither novel nor radical. As the consultation 
document notes, centralised registration 
models are widely adopted across the Asia-
Pacific region and beyond.

The proposal to have the DSI publish 
association statutes on its official website, 
replacing the current requirement for 
publication in the Official Gazette, is a 
welcome modernisation that will reduce both 
processing time and costs for associations.

Governance standards: 
aligning with common practice

The proposed law would introduce clearer 
requirements regarding the qualifications of 
founders and office-bearers, the minimum 
number of founding members (seven), 
the content of association statutes, and the 
procedures for electing or appointing board 
members. These are the types of provisions 
intended to promote transparency, internal 
accountability and sound governance.

A comparison with peer jurisdictions 
is instructive. The consultation document 
draws on a range of comparative examples, 
noting that disqualification provisions 
for office-bearers convicted of certain 
offences, mandatory notification of changes 
in leadership, and minimum governance 
standards are common features of association 
laws in the region. Viewed in that context, 
the Macau proposals appear measured.

The introduction of a formal rectification 
mechanism deserves particular note. Under 
the proposed system, associations that fail to 

meet statutory requirements – such as holding 
annual general meetings or appointing 
board members within prescribed periods 
– would be notified and given a defined 
period (for example, one year) to remedy 
the situation. Only if an association fails 
to comply within that period could the DSI 
proceed toward dissolution. This approach 
is graduated, proportionate and designed to 
support organisations that wish to operate 
with regularity. It reflects the principle that 
regulation should guide and correct before 
it sanctions.

International compliance and 
the non-profit sector

Like many jurisdictions worldwide, 
Macau is also responding to evolving 
international standards on the oversight 
of non-profit organisations. The Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF), the global 
standard-setter for anti-money laundering 
and counter-terrorism financing, has 
consistently called on jurisdictions to 
ensure that non-profit organisations possess 
adequate transparency and are subject 
to risk-based supervisory measures. The 
consultation document expressly cites FATF 
recommendations as part of the rationale 
for enhanced reporting and monitoring 
obligations.

These obligations – such as requiring 
associations to disclose foreign funding 
sources and report affiliations with overseas 
organisations – are standard features 
of non-profit regulation in jurisdictions 
from Singapore to Portugal. The proposal 
establishes a general framework of 
compliance obligations while providing 
tailored arrangements – such as those for 
branches of overseas associations – that 
reflect the diverse nature of Macau’s 
associative landscape.

Preserving openness within a 
framework of accountability

Macau has always been a place where 
different cultures, communities and 
perspectives meet. Its associations reflect 
this diversity, and the consultation document 
expressly recognises the importance of 
associations’ international engagement. The 
proposed provisions for overseas association 
branches – including the requirement that 
the parent entity be legally established for 
at least three years, with the possibility of 
exemptions where justified – are designed 
to maintain that openness while ensuring a 
degree of institutional accountability.

The broader principle is straightforward. 

Freedom of association, enshrined in Article 
27 of the Basic Law, is a fundamental right. 
The challenge for any jurisdiction is to 
design a regulatory framework that supports 
the exercise of this right while maintaining 
appropriate standards of transparency 
and accountability. If implemented with 
care, a framework that clarifies the rules, 
streamlines procedures and establishes fair 
oversight mechanisms can strengthen the 
environment in which associations operate.

Looking ahead
The consultation period remains open 

until September 23. The government has 
indicated its intention to submit the final 
bill to the Legislative Assembly within this 
year. For associations and members of the 
public alike, this is an opportunity to engage 
constructively with a reform that has the 
potential to place Macau’s associative sector 
on a stronger institutional footing.

As with any significant reform, the 
value of the final legislation will depend 
not only on the quality of its provisions, but 
also on the manner of its implementation. 
Clear guidance, accessible procedures 
and a commitment to proportionality in 
enforcement will be essential to ensuring 
that the new framework achieves its stated 
objectives while preserving the trust and 
confidence of those who dedicate their time 
and energy to Macau’s civic life.

A well-designed legal framework, applied 
with transparency and proportionality, can 
serve as a foundation for a vibrant and 
confident civil society.

END

*Calvin Tinlop Chui (崔天立) is a 
prominent Macau-born legal professional 
specialising in banking, financial law, and 
capital markets. He is a Co-Managing 
Partner at the law firm Lektou (Rato, Ling, 
Lei & Cortés – Advogados). He joined 
the firm in 2015 and became a partner in 
2021, admitted to practise law in Macau, 
New York State, and as a Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) cross-border lawyer. He serves as 
President of the Board of Directors of the 
Macau Financial Law Association. His 
educational background includes an LL.M. 
from the University of Chicago Law School 
and a law degree (Licenciatura em Direito) 
from the Catholic University of Portugal 
(Lisbon). He is a part-time lecturer at local 
universities and a mediator at the World 
Trade Center Macau Arbitration Center 
(WTCMAC). – Gemini, MPD

Editor’s note:  Footnote added by the Post

Modernising the Legal Framework for 
Associations in Macau

Undated file photo of Calvin 
Tinlop Chui – Source: Chui’s 
LinkedIn account 
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Armindo Neves
The Public Security Police 

Force (PSP) arrested a local man 
for sexually harassing a female 
secondary school student on 
Saturday, PSP spokesman Lei Chan 
Hong said during a regular press 
conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect, who is 
in his 30s, as a professional driver 
surnamed Cheong.

According to Lei, at around 
10:00 p.m. on Friday, while the 
local victim was on a bus heading 
home from the Barrier Gate, the 
suspect, Cheong, suddenly moved 
closer, put his head on the victim’s 
shoulder, and at the same time 
touched her thigh with his hand. 

The underage victim 
immediately shouted at him to stop 
touching her, Lei said, adding that 
she later told her father about the 

incident when she got home, and 
her father reported the matter to PSP 
at around midnight on Saturday.

After receiving the report, Lei 
said, PSP officers identified Cheong 
through the city’s CCTV system 
and the bus surveillance footage. 

PSP officers intercepted Cheong 
later that day on Avenida do Parque 
Industrial (工業園大馬路) in the 
northern district, according to Lei. 

Under questioning, Cheong 
claimed that he had been drinking 
that evening and said his memory of 
the incident was hazy, Lei said.

Cheong has been transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP), facing a sexual harassment 
charge.

According to Article 164-A 
of the Macau Penal Code, sexual 
harassment is punishable by a 
prison term of up to one year. 

Police arrest local man for sexually 
harassing female student

This undated handout photo provided by 
the Public Security Police Force (PSP) 
yesterday shows PSP officers escorting 
the sexual harassment suspect to a 
police station.

High-school student seriously injures teacher 
with drain cleaner: police

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the aggravated bodily harm suspect, surnamed 
Tou, from the PJ headquarters to a vehicle parked outside in Zape yesterday. 

 – Photo: MPD

Staff Reporter
A Judiciary Police (PJ) 

spokesman said during a special 
press conference yesterday that 
eight residents have collectively 
lost around 150,000 patacas in 
suspected waterproofing scams, 
with individual losses ranging 
between 8,500 patacas and 41,000 
patacas.

The cases stem from contracts 
made via online advertisements 
for leak-proofing services reported 
since July. Although the Judiciary 
Police successfully dismantled 
a criminal syndicate involved in 
similar scams between 2024 and 
2025, a new wave of incidents has 
recently emerged, the spokesman 
underlined. 

Scammers are targeting social 
media platforms, promoting low-
cost waterproofing services with 
claims of quick, “no-chipping” 
repairs, according to the spokesman. 

The fraudsters request photos 
of the leak via WhatsApp and 

promise immediate fixes using 
specialised materials, the cost 
of which is vastly exaggerated. 
During the fake repairs, workers 
manipulate the quantity of 
materials used before demanding 
exorbitant fees, ultimately leaving 
victims with unresolved leaks and 
no way to recover their funds, 
according to the spokesman. 

The spokesman urged residents 
to exercise caution with online 
advertisements and recommended 
hiring only reputable local firms 
or consulting qualified engineers 
for waterproofing services. It 
is essential to secure written 
agreements detailing agreed 
prices and material usage prior 
to any work taking place, the PJ 
spokesman said. 

Anyone who suspects a scam 
should refuse unreasonable 
payment demands and report the 
incident to the police via the 993 
hotline or the Anti-Fraud Enquiry 
Hotline on 8800 7777. 

Residents fall victim to 
waterproo!ng scams, 

incurring big losses: police

This image provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday shows the 
waterproofing scammers’ Facebook page.  

Staff Reporter
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested an 18-year-old male high-
school student for throwing drain 
cleaner at his female teacher on 
campus on Monday, the start of 
the new school year, PJ spokesman 
Leong Sok Man said during a 
special press conference held at PJ 
headquarters in Zape yesterday.

Leong identified the suspect, 
surnamed Tou, as a local resident 
and a student at the school.

Local media have identified the 
school as São João de Brito School 
(Saint John de Brito School), which 
is owned by the local Catholic 
diocese and run by Caritas Macau. 

According to PJ spokesman 
Wong Yiu Man, the victim had 
previously taught the suspect when 
he was in Form 2 and had criticised 
him over his academic performance. 
After his Form 5 end-of-school-year 
ceremony before the school summer 
holidays, the suspect learnt that she 
would again be his class teacher in 
Form 6. 

Believing that the teacher would 
target him again, as she allegedly 
did four years ago, he became upset 
and uneasy, Wong said. About 
a week before the incident, the 
suspect decided to attack her with 
drain cleaner so that she could no 
longer teach him, or that he would 
be suspended from school. 

At around 8:00 a.m. on Monday, 
the suspect bought a bottle of drain 
cleaner from a supermarket near the 
school and placed it in his backpack. 
At about 8:10 a.m., he waited in 
the hallway outside his classroom. 
When the teacher walked along 
the corridor, he approached her 
and threw the drain cleaner at her, 
according to Wong. 

The teacher fled and called for 
help. Other teachers restrained the 
suspect and called the emergency 
services. Officers from the Public 
Security Police Force (PSP), the 
Fire Services Bureau, and the PJ 
subsequently arrived at the scene.

The teacher suffered third-
degree chemical burns covering 

approximately 18 percent of the skin 
on the left side of her face and body, 
with her left eye at risk of blindness, 
Wong said, adding that her injuries 
and recovery period were still being 

assessed by a forensic medical 
examiner.

According to Wong, the suspect 
also suffered mild chemical burns 
to both forearms and hands, and is 

expected to recover within 15 days.
Wong also said that the suspect 

has no previous criminal record 
but had been under emotional 
stress. There is no evidence that 
other students were involved, 
Wong pointed out, adding that his 
psychological condition and the 
reasons behind his stress remain 
under investigation. 

He is suspected of committing 
the offence of aggravated bodily 
harm, Wong said. 

The suspect was transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) yesterday for further 
questioning and the probable 
laying of charges. 

Wong reminded the public not 
to resort to violence when facing 
conflict, and advised individuals 
experiencing difficulties to seek help 
from teachers or parents. Parents are 
also urged to pay greater attention to 
their children’s well-being. 

For support, Wong underlined, 
the public can contact the PJ Youth 
Concern Hotline on 8800 5500. 

Khalel Vallo
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

warned in a statement yesterday 
that scammers are using WhatsApp 
Business accounts to send fraudulent 
messages designed to steal users’ 
accounts.

The messages falsely claim 
that users have logged in through 
different IP networks frequently 
or that their accounts have been 
flagged as high risk, the statement 
said, urging recipients to click 
a “START” button to verify 
their accounts, with scammers 
claiming that the accounts will 
be automatically logged out if 
verification is not completed within 

a specified period.
After clicking the button, users 

are redirected to a fake “WhatsApp 
Security Detection Centre” website, 
which provides an eight-digit code 
and instructs users to enter it in 
WhatsApp on their phones, the 
statement underlined, adding that 
entering the code allows scammers 
to log into the account elsewhere 
and subsequently use it to defraud 
the victim’s contacts or for other 
illicit purposes.

The police noted that the latest 
tactic uses WhatsApp Business’s 
button function instead of the 
phishing links commonly seen in 
previous scams, making it easier for 

users to fall victim.
The PJ Anti-Fraud Coordination 

Centre reminded the public that 
WhatsApp will not ask users to 
click unknown buttons or links 
due to security risks or claim 
that their accounts will be logged 
out, the statement said, adding 
that users should verify official 
WhatsApp accounts by looking for 
the blue verification badge, and 
never scan unknown QR codes or 
enter verification codes at another 
person’s request.

Users should also independently 
verify any financial requests 
supposedly made by friends or 
relatives. 

Police warn of upgraded WhatsApp 
Business account theft scam
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Khalel Vallo
CREATIVE MACAU is celebrating 

its 23 years of existence with the ongoing 
“‘PRESENT’ 23rd Anniversary Members 
Collective Exhibition” at its gallery in Nape, 
bringing together works by its members that 
explore creative freedom, surrealism and the 
dual meaning of the word “present” as both a 
gift and the current moment.

Launched last Friday, the exhibition 
provides a platform for CREATIVE MACAU 
members to express their individual artistic 
visions through surreal visual art. The 
works use symbolic metaphors, distorted 
perspectives and irrational collages across 
different media to explore ideas beyond 
everyday reality.

According to a recent statement by the 
gallery, “PRESENT” carries two meanings: 
an artistic gift through which creators convey 
their emotions and ideas, and a fleeting 
moment captured and transformed into 
lasting artwork. Through this concept, the 
exhibition seeks to connect creators, their 
works and audiences while reflecting on the 
significance of the present.

Addressing the opening ceremony last 
Friday, Paulo Canelas de Castro, president 
of the Centre for Creative Industries (CCI) 
and the Institute of European Studies of 
Macau (IEEM), described the anniversary as 
a celebration rather than a formal ceremony, 

noting that the gathering marked 23 years 
since the launch of the space as a platform 
for the creative community.

 He said that the venue allows artists to 
present their “artwork” and express their 
“ingenuity” in different ways, adding that 
the anniversary was an opportunity to share 
the joy of participating in the community. 
Canelas de Castro also highlighted Menn 
Chow (周萬生), the gallery’s marketing 
and communication manager, for his 
interpretation of the exhibition’s “PRESENT” 
theme. He said that it represents the artists’ 
creativity and artwork, while also serving as 
a gift to the wider community.

He also expressed gratitude for the artists’ 
contributions both to the current exhibition 
and over the years, while looking forward to 
the community’s continued development in 
the future.    

 The exhibition celebrates CREATIVE 
MACAU’s 23 years as a space for the local 
creative community, with “PRESENT” 
bringing together members’ artistic 
interpretations of creativity, time and the 
present moment, according to the statement. 

Running through September 25, the 
exhibits are on display in the gallery on the 
ground floor of the Macao Cultural Centre 
(CCM) in Nape with free admission between 
Monday and Saturday, from 2:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 

CREATIVE MACAU CREATIVE MACAU celebrates 23 years celebrates 23 years 
with ‘PRESENT’ exhibitionwith ‘PRESENT’ exhibition

Photos taken at the CREATIVE MACAU gallery in Nape last Friday by Khalel Vallo
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Armindo Neves
Anhui-based NIO Inc. held 

a launch ceremony yesterday at 
Crowne Plaza Macau for its first-
ever NIO House centre in Macau.

Qin Lihong, co-founder and 
president of NIO, said during the 
ceremony that NIO is grateful to 
Macau users for their continued trust 
and support, which has enabled the 
brand to consistently rank among 
the top three in Macau’s new energy 
vehicle (NEV) market.

“Macau is a key market for 
NIO as we continue to deepen our 
presence in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
(GBA),” Qin said, adding that the 
company will further enhance its 
products, services, and charging and 
battery-swapping infrastructure.

NIO will bring groundbreaking 
technologies, continuously upgraded 
products, and an even more 
comprehensive, worry-free service 
experience to users in Macau, 
according to Qin.

Guangdong Hongyue Automobile 
Sales Group Co., Ltd. (Hongyue 
Group) Director Chen Bintong said 
that his firm has been deeply rooted 
in the GBA for nearly three decades, 
always placing service and value first.

Since becoming NIO’s 
authorised partner in Macau, Chen 
noted, the group has continuously 
improved local sales, charging, 
battery-swapping, and service 
systems, aiming to deeply embed 
NIO’s products, services, and 
community experience in Macau.

Hongyue Group will continue to 
leverage the resource advantages of 

the GBA, working alongside NIO 
to enhance the local user experience 
and contribute to the development 
of smart electric vehicles in the 
region, Chen added.

According to a press statement 
released during the ceremony, NIO’s 
flagship SUV, the NIO es9, was 
presented yesterday at the opening 
of the centre, further enriching the 
local product line-up.

NIO offers three brands in 
the local market: NIO, Onvo, and 
Firefly. These form a sales and 
service network comprising one 
NIO House and one NIO Space, the 
statement pointed out noting that 
two battery-swapping stations are 
already in operation, with planning 
for a third underway.

The statement added that NIO 
is a global smart electric vehicle 
company founded in November 
2014, dedicated to delivering 
high-performance smart electric 
vehicles and an unparalleled user 
experience. NIO is the world’s first 
automotive company listed on three 
stock exchanges – Hong Kong, 
Singapore and the United States. 
With over a decade of development, 
the company has established itself 
as one of the world’s leading smart 
electric vehicle manufacturers.

According to DeepSeek, 
the carmaker’s English name is 
pronounced “nee-oh”. Its Chinese 
name is “蔚来”, pronounced 
“wèi lái” in Putonghua. Literally 
translated the name means “azure 
coming”, but the company’s official 
brand interpretation in English is 
“Blue Ski Coming”. 

Qin Lihong, co-founder and president of NIO, addresses yesterday’s launch 
ceremony at Crowne Plaza Macau.                 – Photos: Armindo Neves

Interior of the NIO es9 displayed at Crowne Plaza Macau yesterday. 

Ida Cheong
Transportation Bureau (DSAT) 

officials noted at a closed-door 
meeting yesterday that nearly 80 
percent of local schools began the 
new academic year on Tuesday, 
leading to an increase in traffic 
pressure on roads and public 
transit. 

Public buses saw about 120,000 
to 130,000 passenger trips daily 
between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
both on Tuesday and yesterday, 
with students accounting for 10 to 
13 percent of the total volume.

The DSAT officials made the 
remarks during a closed-door 
meeting with members of the 
government-appointed Northern 
District Community Service 
Consultative Council at the Patane 
Municipal Market Complex (沙梨
頭街市市政綜合大樓).

Briefing reporters after 
yesterday’s meeting, Wu Hang 
San, deputy convenor of the 
government-appointed council, 
noted that in order to address the 
surge, public bus capacity has 
been boosted during the back-to-
school week, increasing peak-hour 
departures by 10 to 15 percent 
compared to regular days.

Wu added that during peak 
hours, special bus services have 
been deployed and passenger 
diversion measures have been 
implemented at high-traffic stops to 
accelerate vehicle turnover. Extra 

field personnel and inspectors have 
been stationed at bus stops to assist 
students and guide passengers, Wu 
said, adding that standby bus tow 
trucks were deployed to quickly 
respond to emergencies, traffic 
accidents, and severe congestion.

Moreover, fellow council 
member Wong Chi Choi noted 
that Macau has launched the 
system of Modular Safety Islands. 
These temporary “islands” can be 
assembled and dismantled quickly, 
allowing flexible deployment 
based on real-time road conditions 
to enhance pedestrian safety when 

crossing streets while curbing 
illegal vehicle parking. The are 
also known as Portable Pedestrian 
Refuge Islands.

He pointed out that a total of 
18 diagonal pedestrian crossings 
(commonly known as pedestrian 
scramble) have now been installed 
across Macau.

Wong added that the authorities 
continue to review existing 
pedestrian infrastructure, including 
zebra crossings and permanent 
Pedestrian Refuge Islands, while 
advancing the implementation of 
diagonal pedestrian crossings. 

Central District Community Service Consultative Council Deputy Convenor Wu 
Hang San (right) and fellow councillor Wong Chi Choi pose during yesterday’s 
press briefing after the government-appointed council’s closed-door meeting at 
the Patane Municipal Market Complex (沙梨頭街市市政綜合大樓).    
       – Photo: Ida Cheong

Ida Cheong
Aiming to further enhance Guangdong–Macao 

cross-border social security services and facilitate 
local residents’ receipt of social security payments in 
Guangdong Province, the Social Security Fund (FSS) 
announced in a statement yesterday that it has upgraded 
the “Guangdong–Macao Pension Link+” service this 
month, introducing a new online application channel 
via “Macao One Account” to establish a dual-track 
system for online and offline processing.

From this month, when residents apply for an 
old-age pension, disability pension, or sickness 
allowance via “Macao One Account”, they need 
only select a designated bank in the Chinese 
mainland during the application process and upload 
the relevant bank account details alongside the 
“Guangdong–Macao Pension Link+” application 
form. Upon FSS approval, payments will be directly 
credited to the designated bank account, with cross-
border remittance fees being waived, making life in 
the Chinese mainland more convenient for residents, 
the statement added.

The statement noted that those already receiving 
social security payments can continue to submit 
“Guangdong–Macao Pension Link+” applications 
at FSS service points, an expanded network of 29 
service counters established under the “Guangdong–
Macao Social Insurance One-Stop Service”, and 
local associations operating in Guangdong, enabling 
applications to be lodged near their place of residence.

Residents wishing to receive the “Two Pensions 
and Five Allowances” and Central Provident Fund 
payments disbursed by the FSS in Guangdong must 
first open a personal bank account with Bank of China 
(BOC) or the Industrial and Commercial Bank of 
China (ICBC) in the Chinese mainland.

The statement noted that this approach aims to 
meet residents’ varied needs and comprehensively 
improve the convenience of cross-border transactions.

For enquiries, please call 2853 2850 during office 
hours. 

This poster provided by the Social Security Fund (FSS) 
yesterday informs Macau residents living in Guangdong 
province how to apply for an old-age pension, disability 
pension, or sickness allowance via “Macao One Account”. 
– Translation arranged by Post

Buses carry up to 130,000 
passengers on back-to-school day

3 social security bene!ts now available 
in Guangdong via ‘Macao One Account’

NIO arrives in Macau to 
provide comprehensive 

services, says chief



MACAU
THURSDAY September 3, 2026The Macau Post Daily6 Your trusted source for real news 

Rui Pastorin
The Oxfam TowerRun is again challenging 

participants to take on the climb to Macau 
Tower’s 61st floor, with registration for its 
various categories open until October 23.

Celebrating its 13th year since launching in 
2014, this edition is themed “You Fund I Run 
Oxfam TowerRun” and is slated to take place 
on November 15.

During his speech at yesterday’s press 
conference, Oxfam Hong Kong Director 
General Henry Tang Chi Fai highlighted that 
the event will support the NGO’s “poverty 
alleviation and development programmes, 
including projects that promote the educational 
and psychological development of left-behind 
children in the Chinese mainland”.

Tackling the 1,298-step climb for the sixth 
time is Malaysian tower runner and world 
champion Soh Wai Ching, who is also an 
Oxfam TowerRun Event Ambassador.

Soh has been engaging in the stair-
climbing sport for around nine years, he told 
the Post in a joint interview yesterday, and 
believes that it is “the best workout in the 
world”, incorporating not only the lower, 
but upper body strength. This is in addition 
to being a low cost and accessible sport. 
“I don’t even need shoes”, said Soh, who 
mainly competes either barefoot or in socks 
depending on the conditions.

In Macau, he has won the Oxfam event 
three times, namely when he first took part in 
2019, and from 2022 to 2023.

After coming second in last year’s event, 
which drew over 400 participants*, Soh told 
reporters that he hopes to come back strong. 

“I hope this year, I’ll come back to redeem 
myself”. But more than that, Soh also places 
great importance on supporting the tower 
run’s aim, pointing out that the runners don’t 
only compete, but support the cause behind it.

Left-behind children refers to children 
in rural areas who live with grandparents or 
other relatives while their parents work in 
distant cities to earn money. Soh, himself 
a parent, pointed out the difficulty in the 
situation, highlighting Oxfam’s support for 
families through the initiative from education 
to funding to help in child care.

Soh also told reporters about his passion 

for the sport and encourages others to pick 
it up, noting its accessibility from being 
found in most places to being done under all 
weather conditions. He also provided tips 
for first-timers, particularly emphasising the 
importance of pacing oneself.  “Don’t chase 
the time. Aim to finish and come back next 
year to improve”.

The mindset of a world champion
Being the world champion in tower 

climbing, Soh also told the Post about what 
helps him finish each race, which is thinking 
about his loved ones from his parents to his 

wife and child, hoping to be a role model 
for the latter. “I want to be the best version 
[of myself] and show that to my boy, maybe 
become his first hero. I have to make sure I 
give my best”.

Soh added that this is a general mindset. 
“It’s not about ourselves, but it’s about the 
people we care about”, treating each event 
like their last as “you never know what’s 
going to happen tomorrow”.

For more details, registration, and fees, one 
can visit http://www.oxfam.org.hk/towerrun.  

*https:/ /www.macaupostdaily.com/
news/26332 . 

Guests and representatives including Oxfam Hong Kong Director General Henry Tang Chi Fai (front, fifth from right) and Oxfam TowerRun Event Ambassador Soh 
Wai Ching (front, second from right) pose for a group photo at Macau Tower after yesterday’s press conference. – Photo: Rui Pastorin

13th Oxfam TowerRun set for Nov 15

Sam vows to enhance ‘pragmatic’ cooperation with ASEAN
Continued from p.1

During the meeting, according to the 
statement, Kao noted that this year marks 
the 5th anniversary of the China-ASEAN 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, 
making Sam’s visit to ASEAN nations 
particularly meaningful. He said that China’s 
central government has assigned Macau’s 
role as a “One Centre, One Platform, One 
Base”, demonstrating its strong support for 
deepening cooperation between Macau and 
ASEAN.

The Macau government’s “One Centre, 
One Platform, One Base” concept refers to 
Macau developing itself into a World Centre 
of Tourism and Leisure, a commercial and 
trade cooperation service platform between 
China and Portuguese-speaking countries, 
and an exchange and cooperation base with 
Chinese culture as its mainstream and the 
co-existence of different cultures.

Kao noted that in recent years, Macau 
has recorded encouraging visitor arrival 
figures, while ASEAN countries have 
collectively recorded a yearly average of 
120 million visitors during the period, 
highlighting the huge potential for further 
tourism collaboration.

Kao said that ASEAN is currently promoting 
the development of e-commerce, expressing 
confidence that member states and Macau 
can fully complement each other’s strengths, 
boosting connectivity and collaboration in 
investment, trade, tourism, and culture.

Kao underlined that the ASEAN 
Secretariat is willing to maintain close 
contact with the MSAR Government to 
discuss further exchange and cooperation.

Sam meets Chinese ambassador 
to Indonesia

Meanwhile, Sam met with Chinese 
Ambassador to Indonesia Wang Lutong 

at noon yesterday, where they exchanged 
views on pragmatically expanding economic 
and trade cooperation, and strengthening 
people-to-people exchanges between Macau 
and Indonesia, according to a separate GCS 
statement last night.

Sam said that Macau and Indonesia share 
strong cultural ties, with many Indonesian 
citizens working in Macau, serving as a bridge 
to deepen connections. Furthermore, Macau is 
currently committed to expanding its Muslim 
visitor base, offering vast potential for tourism 
collaboration with Indonesia. He expects the 
Embassy to assist Macau in strengthening local 
tourism promotion to attract more Indonesian 
citizens to visit Macau.

Sam also expressed hope that the Embassy 
will assist Macau enterprises in connecting 
with relevant Indonesian Halal certification 
bodies and industry associations, providing 
information on certification standards and 
policies so that Macau businesses can 
accurately grasp and cater to the needs of the 
Muslim market.

Sam also said that the MSAR Government 
is pushing for the resumption of direct flights 
between Macau and Jakarta, for which he 
hopes to receive stronger support from the 
Embassy.

During the meeting, Wang pointed out 
that Sam is the first MSAR Chief Executive 
to visit Indonesia, reflecting the MSAR 
Government’s strategic direction and the 
importance it attaches to deepening ties with 
Indonesia.

Wang also noted that Indonesia boasts 
the world’s largest overseas Chinese 
population, and Chinese entrepreneurs have 
made immense contributions to Indonesia’s 
socioeconomic development.

Wang said that the MSAR Government’s 
organising Macau, Hengqin, and other Chi-
nese mainland enterprises to visit Indonesia 

will certainly inject strong new momentum 
into bilateral trade and economic exchanges.

Sam meets with Indonesia’s 
economy minister

Meanwhile, Sam met with Indonesia’s 
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs 
Airlangga Hartarto on Tuesday night, according 
to a GCS statement yesterday morning.

The meeting was also attended by about 
20 business representatives from Macau, 
Hengqin, and other places in the Chinese 
mainland.

Sam noted that Indonesia is a vital node 
along the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road 
– the second component of the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) – and a key partner for 
Macau in expanding its cooperation across 
Southeast Asia. Both Macau and Indonesia 
boast rich tourism resources and deep cultural 
heritage, enjoying frequent people-to-people 
exchanges and close economic and trade ties.

Sam said that with the Indonesian 
government recently restoring visa-
free entry for MSAR passport holders, 
bilateral exchanges will further increase. 
He expressed confidence that there is vast 
room for growth across various fields of 
cooperation, including tourism, trade, and 
the big health industry.

Sam added that Indonesia has the world’s 
largest Muslim population and immense 
market potential, meaning that economic 
and trade cooperation with Macau still 
has significant room for expansion. Many 
Macau enterprises are seeking Halal product 
certification to focus on tapping into the 
Indonesian market, he said.

Sam also said he expects both Macau and 
Indonesia to work together to promote the 
early resumption of direct flights.

Airlangga Hartarto said that Indonesia 
can fully leverage Macau’s highly 

internationalised platform to explore further 
cooperation opportunities in fields such as 
economy and trade, tourism, healthcare, AI, 
and green technology. He highlighted that 
the number of Indonesian visitors to Macau 
ranks among the highest within Macau’s 
Southeast Asian source markets, reflecting 
a solid foundation and broad potential for 
tourism collaboration. He looks forward 
to both sides vigorously exploring the 
resumption of direct flights between Jakarta 
and Macau to enhance connectivity and boost 
bilateral trade and economic exchanges.

Sam meets with Indonesia’s 
tourism minister

Meanwhile, Sam also met with 
Indonesia’s Minister of Tourism Widiyanti 
Putri on Tuesday night, where they 
exchanged views on deepening tourism 
cooperation between Macau and Indonesia.

Sam expressed his gratitude on behalf 
of the MSAR Government to Widiyanti 
Putri for promoting the restoration of visa-
free access to Indonesia for MSAR passport 
holders, noting that this measure will inject 
new momentum into deepening tourism 
cooperation between the two regions.

Sam said that in the future, Macau will 
further strengthen connections between the 
tourism authorities and aviation sectors of 
both sides, innovate tourism products, and 
expand visitor source markets. He expressed 
hope for strong support from Indonesia’s 
Ministry of Tourism to jointly advance 
relevant work.

During the meeting, both sides agreed that 
under the guidance of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) and the China-Indonesia Com-
prehensive Strategic Dialogue Mechanism, 
Macau and Indonesia will continue to expand 
tourism cooperation and promote the imple-
mentation of more specific projects. 
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The Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau 

(SMG) said on its website yesterday that the 
probability of issuing Strong Wind Signal No.3 
remains “relatively low”, but also noted that there is 
still “significant uncertainty” in the track of Tropical 
Cyclone “Saudel” for later this week.

Standby Signal No. 1 remains hoisted through 
this morning, the observatory said.

According to the bureau’s website, Tropical 
Cyclone “Saudel” was yesterday located at the 
north-eastern part of the South China Sea and was 
“moving slowly”, and is expected to linger in that 
area today.

“The chances of Macau being directly affected by 

its circulation is relatively low”, the bureau said.
However, the bureau added that the path of 

“Saudel” remains uncertain later this week and 
could shift westwards over eastern Guangdong and 
head back towards the Pearl River Estuary, which 
could strengthen winds and increase showers in 
Macau.

The bureau said that it is closely monitoring the 
situation.

Meanwhile, the Tropical Cyclone Track on 
its website noted that as of 11:00 p.m. yesterday, 
“Tropical Storm Saudel was estimated to be about 
450 kilometres east of Macau and was forecast to 
move northeast at around 10km/h”, edging closer to 
the eastern coast of Guangdong. 

This image downloaded last night from the Macao Meteorological and Geophysical 
Bureau’s (SMG) shows the actual tropical cyclone track for Tropical Storm “Saudel”.

Chance of Signal No.3 is low but Saudel’s 
track uncertain: SMG

CAIRO – President Xi Jinping yesterday 
called on China and Egypt to support each 
other, deepen cooperation, and continue 
advancing the building of a China-Egypt 
community with a shared future amid a 
turbulent international and regional landscape.

Xi made the remarks during his talks 
with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi, while emphasizing China’s support for 
regional countries in building a new security 
architecture in the Middle East via upholding 
a vision of common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security.

ENHANCING BILATERAL 
EXCHANGES, 
COOPERATION

Noting that Egypt was the first Arab and 
African nation to establish diplomatic ties 
with the People’s Republic of China in 1956, 
Xi said that the older-generation leaders of 
the two countries led their peoples in striving 
side by side for national independence and 
against imperialism and colonialism, forging 
an unbreakable bond of friendship.

Over the past seven decades, China-Egypt 
relations have weathered challenges and 
developed distinctive features of equality and 
mutual trust, friendship and mutual learning, 
solidarity and mutual support, as well as win-
win cooperation, he said.

Xi said the China-Egypt comprehensive 
strategic partnership has achieved leapfrog 
development in recent years under the 
guidance of the two heads of state. The two 
sides share similar views and have closely 
aligned strategies in pursuing development 
and revitalization, improving people’s well-
being, and upholding international fairness 
and justice, he added.

Xi emphasized that China and Egypt 
should firmly support each other, maintain the 
momentum of high-level exchanges, enhance 
exchanges and cooperation in all fields and 
at all levels, and strengthen exchanges and 
mutual learning on governance experience.

Xi said the two sides should promote 
mutually beneficial cooperation, better 
align their development strategies, tap the 
potential for cooperation in traditional fields 
such as infrastructure development, power, 
agriculture and communications technology, 
and foster new highlights of cooperation in 
green energy, electric vehicles, aerospace, 
the digital economy and modern agricultural 
technology.

The two sides should promote people-
to-people exchanges, comprehensively 
expand exchanges and cooperation in 
culture, education, science and technology, 

health, sports and other fields, and facilitate 
personnel exchanges and enhance people-to-
people bonds, Xi said.

The two sides should strengthen security 
cooperation, jointly combat transnational 
crime, deepen international cooperation in 
anti-corruption, firmly support each other’s 
anti-terror efforts, and safeguard their 
common security, Xi said.

The two sides should strengthen 
multilateral collaboration, further enhance 
coordination and cooperation on multilateral 
platforms such as the United Nations and the 
BRICS, jointly promote the development of 
the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum 
and the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, 
jointly oppose unilateralism and acts of 
bullying, and promote a more just and 
equitable global governance system, Xi said.

For his part, Sisi welcomed Xi’s historic 
state visit to Egypt on the occasion of the 70th 
anniversary of diplomatic ties between the 
two countries.

Sisi said that since the establishment 
of diplomatic relations, bilateral ties have 
developed in a sound and steady manner, and 
cooperation across various fields has yielded 
fruitful results.

Egypt firmly adheres to the one-China 
principle and is committed to further 
advancing the Egypt-China comprehensive 
strategic partnership, Sisi added.

Egypt is ready to work with China to 

deepen cooperation in trade and investment, 
manufacturing, infrastructure development, 
finance, science and technology, and new 
energy, strengthen military and security 
exchanges, and promote closer people-
to-people exchanges, so as to benefit the 
two peoples and contribute to regional 
development and prosperity, Sisi said.

Sisi said China, as a permanent member of 
the UN Security Council, plays an important 
and constructive role in international affairs. 
Egypt is ready to strengthen coordination 
with China at multilateral platforms, jointly 
address global challenges, and work together 
to uphold international fairness and justice, he 
added.

The two heads of state jointly witnessed 
the signing of multiple cooperation 
documents on Belt and Road cooperation, 
artificial intelligence, economic and trade, 
and industrial and supply chain cooperation.

The two sides also issued a joint statement 
on further deepening their comprehensive 
strategic partnership, and signed more than 20 
cooperation documents covering such areas 
as digital economy, science and technology, 
education, and transportation.

NEW REGIONAL SECURITY 
ARCHITECTURE

In the talks, Xi raised a four-point proposal 
on building a new security architecture in 
the Middle East, saying that China supports 

countries in the region in developing good-
neighborly and friendly relations.

To promote common security in the 
region, Xi said that efforts should be made to 
foster the internal driving force for common 
security in the region.

People in the Middle East should remain 
masters of their own affairs, and external 
interference should be rejected, Xi said, 
noting that China supports regional countries 
in strengthening dialogue on peace and 
security, exploring the building of a new 
security architecture for the Middle East, and 
taking their future into their own hands.

Xi said that a comprehensive approach 
should be adopted to advance common 
security in the region and that given the 
multiple hotspots in the Middle East and 
their close interconnections, comprehensive 
solutions should be pursued.

The Palestinian issue remains at the core 
of the Middle East question and should never 
be overlooked or marginalized, he added.

The foundation for common security 
should be strengthened through development, 
Xi said, noting that lasting peace and stability 
in the Middle East fundamentally depend on 
development.

China stands ready to work with Middle 
East countries to safeguard the security 
of international shipping lanes, advance 
development cooperation, promote the 
convergence of interests of regional countries, 
gradually enhance mutual trust, and eliminate 
the root causes of the conflict, he said.

Xi urged that international coordination 
for common security in the region should 
be strengthened, and the UN Charter and 
international law should serve as the fundamental 
principles for handling Middle East affairs.

The international community, especially 
external powers, should abandon double 
standards in the Middle East, respect the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of regional 
countries, and safeguard regional peace and 
stability, Xi added.

He also urged support for the United 
Nations’ effective role in Middle East affairs.

Sisi said that Egypt highly appreciates 
China’s consistent, objective, and impartial 
stance on the Middle East question, noting that 
Egypt is committed to promoting de-escalation 
in the region, resolving conflicts and differences 
through political means, and advancing regional 
security and development.

Egypt stands ready to continue 
strengthening coordination with China to 
ease tensions in the Middle East, safeguard 
regional stability, and explore a regional 
security architecture, Sisi said.  – Xinhua

Xi calls for deepening China-Egypt cooperation, raises 
Mideast proposal

President Xi Jinping shakes hands with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi (right) in Cairo yesterday.  
– Xinhua 
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HANOI – Vietnamese police 
arrested a deputy health minister 
yesterday for allegedly accepting 
huge bribes, part of a probe into a 
company accused of smuggling 
medical equipment, authorities said.

Communist Vietnam has 
pursued a high-profile anti-
corruption campaign in recent years 
that has netted dozens of business 
leaders and senior government 
figures.

Deputy Health Minister Tran 
Van Thuan, a leading oncologist in 
Vietnam, was taken into custody 
“due to his acceptance of bribes 
involving a large sum of money”, 
the public security ministry said in 
a statement, without specifying the 
amount.

Thuan, 56, was appointed 
deputy health minister in 2020 and 
chairman of the National Medical 
Council in 2024.

His arrest came as part of a police 
investigation involving “smuggling” 
and “violations of accounting 
regulations causing serious 
consequences” at Viet My Medical 
Investment Joint Stock Company, 
the ministry’s statement said.

Police have arrested two 
executives and an accountant at 
the firm, which was allegedly set 
up to trade, resell and inflate the 
prices of medical equipment and 

pharmaceuticals before importing 
them from Singapore and Hong 
Kong into Vietnam, state media said.

Police also accuse company 
leaders of attempting to illegally 
import medical equipment.

AFP was unable to contact the 
company for comment.

Vietnam’s sweeping anti-
corruption drive, accelerated by 
President To Lam, has removed 
many of his opponents, according to 

analysts, leaving him as the country’s 
most dominant leader in decades.

In May, former health minister 
Nguyen Thi Kim Tien was 
imprisoned for six years over 
her mismanagement of hospital 
projects, state media said.

Nguyen was rocked by 
corruption scandals in previous 
years, and was once voted the least 
popular official by lawmakers in the 
one-party state.      – AFP

PHNOM PENH – Cambodia 
has frozen a total of more than 
300 million US dollars linked to 
cyber-fraud crimes, according to a 
press release from the Secretariat 
of the Ad-Hoc Commission for 
Combating Online Scams (CCOS) 
issued yesterday.

“Spanning more than a year, 
the nationwide crackdown has 
enabled Cambodian authorities 
to freeze over US$300 million in 
bank accounts linked to online 
scam crimes,” the press release 
said.

Authorities have forwarded 
446 case files to the court involving 
3,927 suspects, including 
ringleaders and accomplices, 
across 29 nationalities, the press 
release added.

According to the press release, 
law enforcement forces suppressed 
663 online scam operations 

between July 2025 and August 
2026, leading to the apprehension 
of nearly 30,000 suspects 
representing 39 nationalities. 
Furthermore, regulatory actions 
against 27 casinos resulted in 18 
permanent license revocations and 
nine suspensions.

To date, over 22,000 
individuals of 38 different 
nationalities have been deported 
for direct involvement in these 
illegal operations.

“At present, there are no 
remaining large-scale online scam 
sites operating within Cambodia,” 
the press release said.

“While some fraudulent 
activities persist, they have 
shifted to small-scale, covert 
operations hidden in rental rooms, 
guesthouses, private homes, 
vehicles, or coffee shops,” it 
added.              – Xinhua

SEOUL – A South Korean 
police officer lied in order to close 
over two dozen missing persons 
cases, including two people later 
found dead, so as to avoid additional 
work, authorities said Tuesday.

Two of the missing people 
were among four bodies found 
over several days in August on 
Jeju, shaking the resort island and 
prompting calls for answers from 
the police.

One case involved 37-year-
old Jang Mi-ran, whose body was 
discovered on August 24, months after 
her boyfriend reported her missing.

The resulting scandal prompted 
President Lee Jae Myung to order 
an investigation into the handling of 
Jang’s case and to call for reforms 

within the police force.
Another case involved a man in 

his 60s who had also been reported 
missing.

The officer, surnamed Bu, was 
arrested last week, accused of 
recording Jang’s death as a “traffic 
accident”, while telling her family 
he had contacted her and she did not 
wish to be found.

Bu falsely closed the cases 
because he “was driven primarily 
by work-related negligence arising 
from accumulated workload 
pressures and fatigue associated 
with increased responsibilities”, 
Jeju Police Agency detective Jung 
Tae-woon told reporters on Tuesday.

“The suspect’s evasive and 
irresponsible attitude is believed to 

have contributed to the offence,” he 
added.

Police said they could not 
determine the cause of Jang’s 
death because of the advanced 
decomposition of her body, a departure 
from their earlier assessment that 
there were no signs of foul play.

Police conducted a comprehensive 
review of around 300 missing persons 
cases handled by Bu over about 16 
months.

They found that Bu falsely 
closed a further 25 cases without 
verifying the whereabouts of the 
missing or by deleting records after 
reporting the person dead.

All 25 individuals involved in 
those cases were eventually found 
safe, authorities said.     – AFP

TOKYO – The Japanese author 
of globally popular manga series 
“Saint Seiya”, Masami Kurumada, 
said yesterday he was suing a former 
business associate for allegedly 
embezzling US$29 million.

Kurumada, 72, said that the 
former manager responsible for the 
accounting of the artist’s businesses 
siphoned off the sum over more 
than 10 years.

“I trusted this man with all of our 
monetary inflows and outflows. But 
he had been embezzling (from the 
firms) for over a decade,” Kurumada 
told a news conference in Tokyo.

“You hear about these types of 
embezzlement crimes in the news. 

Yet I myself, in my over-50-year 
career, have never encountered a 
bad man like this in the world of 
anime and comic books. I couldn’t 
believe it. I was like, ‘Why?’”

The former manager has 
returned 1.8 billion yen (US$11.3 
million) of the 4.68 billion yen 
he is alleged to have embezzled, 
according to local media.

Kurumada has filed a damage 
claim with the Tokyo District Court 
against the former staff member and 
his businesses to recover the remaining 
2.89 billion yen, local media said.

The author reportedly said that 
his business Kurumada Production 
“could have gone bankrupt” and that 

the company’s accounts had limited 
funds at the time the embezzlement 
was discovered, “making it 
impossible to pay significant taxes”.

Kurumada began writing “Saint 
Seiya” in the 1980s for the weekly 
Shonen Jump, an influential manga 
publication that has produced global 
hits like “One Piece,” “Dragon 
Ball” and “Naruto”.

“Saint Seiya” has sold more 
than 50 million copies worldwide, 
according to the specialist site 
Mangazenkan.

Drawing heavily on Greek 
mythology, it has been adapted into an 
animated series, animated films, video 
games and trading cards.            – AFP

SYDNEY – Researchers in 
Australia have developed a new 
tool to explore the mysterious 
workings of the vast region of the 
human genome once dismissed as 
“junk DNA,” identifying thousands 
of potential targets for precision 
cancer treatments.

The breakthrough marks a major 
advance for the pioneering field of 
RNA-based medicine by providing a 
way to detect the hidden molecules, 
known as long non-coding RNA 
(lncRNA), and determine the likely 
role each is playing in the growth 
of different cancers, according 
to a statement released yesterday 
by Australia’s QIMR Berghofer 
Medical Research Institute.

The QIMR Berghofer-led team 
used single-cell and spatial tissue 
analysis, combined with computational 
and mathematical modelling, to 
develop the new tool, with the findings 
published in Nature Methods.

Using tissue samples from 13 
types of cancer, including breast, brain, 
bowel and skin cancers, researchers 
identified 219,442 potential lncRNA 
molecules, including 94,795 that had 
never been documented before, many 
of which emerged as top potential 
functional candidates.

The team mapped the precise 
three-dimensional location of each 
lncRNA in cancer tissue and cells, as 
well as its interactions with other cells, 
genes and molecules and where that 

activity was occurring in the tumor.
The findings have been combined 

into a publicly accessible interactive 
atlas called SPanC-Lnc, described 
by the researchers as the most 
comprehensive resource of its kind.

The study’s lead author, QIMR 
Berghofer Associate Professor 
Quan Nguyen, said the atlas and 
the tool are being shared with the 
global research community to help 
accelerate the discovery of new 
cancer biomarkers and therapeutics.

The next step is to validate 
each lncRNA discovery through 
functional experiments to identify 
the most promising candidates for 
potential diagnostics and treatments, 
according to the study.       – Xinhua

De-Suups, members of Bhutan’s prominent national volunteer programme 
De-suung (Guardians of Peace) stand guard during the Global Conscious Food 
Systems Summit in Paro, Bhutan on Tuesday.        – AFP

Commanding Officer Dan Keeler (centre) of the US nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) speaks to the press during their port call 
at the Hard Rock Hotel in Pattaya yesterday.          – AFP

S Korean cop closed missing persons cases to avoid work: police

‘Saint Seiya’ anime author claims former aide embezzled 
US$29 million

Vietnam arrests deputy minister on bribery charge

New tool uncovers thousands of potential cancer targets 
in ‘junk DNA’

Cambodia freezes over US$300 million 
linked to online scam networks
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Arun Sankar
BIDUR, Nepal – High above the swollen Trishuli river, 

flood survivors gripped a makeshift cable as Nepali soldiers and 
residents pulled them to safety yesterday, a week after one of the 
country’s worst disasters.

The Nepal Army installed a roughly 250-metre temporary 
cable crossing in Bidur, offering a precarious lifeline across the 
river after devastating floods swept away roads and bridges.

Desperate people gathered on the riverbank, waiting for 
their turn to be hauled across.

Those needing urgent treatment, medicines, food and other 
essentials were ferried over the waters.

“My home was taken by the floods, and my family is in a 
shelter,” said Sujan, 44, a chef from Amsterdam who returned 
to Nepal after the disaster struck on August 26, giving only one 
name.

Unable to secure a helicopter, he came to the river crossing 
hoping to reach his wife, two children and elderly mother.

The catastrophic flooding has killed more than 1,200 people 
and left nearly 4,800 missing in Nepal and China’s Tibet region.

Rescuers are still searching for survivors and victims, with 
helicopters flying food, temporary shelters and medicine to 
those left with almost nothing.

Devi Maji, 31, arrived at the zipline with her three-year-old 
son after becoming stranded in Trishuli.

“I want to get back to my village to see my husband and my 
other two children,” said the daily wage worker.

For Bhishma Bhatta, 40, there was no time to wait.
His mother Tulkumaari developed severe breathing 

difficulties overnight, and the family ran out of oxygen.
“We somehow managed to get her on the zipline... and take 

her to hospital,” he said.
The army said the crossing was the first of five temporary 

cable links planned along the flood-hit Trishuli River.      – AFP

Residents commute across the Trishuli river via a newly installed zip 
line in the aftermath of flash floods at Bidur in Nepal’s Nuwakot district 
yesterday.             – AFP

COLOMBO – Anti-narcotics agents from the 
United States and Sri Lanka seized almost half a 
tonne of crystal methamphetamine following a joint 
operation targeting a Pakistani drug network, police 
said yesterday.

Some 463 kilos of the synthetic drug were seized 
from a shipping container that arrived in Colombo over 
the weekend and two Pakistani men were arrested, 
police deputy inspector-general Ashoka Dharmasena 
told reporters.

The US embassy in Colombo said the narcotics, 
valued at US$21 million and concealed in bath towels, 
were meant to be smuggled to international markets 
via Sri Lanka.

The US Drug Enforcement Administration’s office 
and Sri Lanka Police Narcotics Bureau conducted the 
joint operation, the embassy said in a statement, after 
tracking shipping containers from Pakistan between 
August 14–29.

“This operation underscores the strength of the 
US–Sri Lanka partnership in dismantling transnational 
criminal organisations that fund terrorism and threaten 
communities in both our countries,” it said.

Dharmasena said they had also arrested a local man 
in connection with the latest methamphetamine seizure 
and confirmed the operation followed a “tip-off”.

Sri Lanka’s ongoing anti-narcotics drive since 
October has resulted in the seizure of nearly 14 tonnes 
of illegal drugs, he added.

The haul includes methamphetamine, also known 
as ice, heroin and cocaine.

Sri Lanka’s Public Security Minister Ananda 
Wijepala told parliament that most of the illegal drugs 
originated in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and were being 
smuggled into the island by sea.

He said there were an estimated 400,000 drug users 
in the island nation of 22 million people.

In October 2024, a Sri Lankan court sentenced 10 
Iranian men to life imprisonment after they pleaded 
guilty to heroin smuggling.

Sri Lanka’s largest single seizure of narcotics was 
in December 2016, when customs officials found 800 
kilos of cocaine in a shipping container of timber 
destined for India.         – AFP

Prabin Ranabhat with Paavan Mathema in 
Kathmandu

RASUWA, Nepal – Distraught families 
gave DNA samples in the search for missing 
relatives as others held symbolic funerals 
yesterday, a week after deadly flash floods 
swept away villages and homes in Nepal’s 
fragile Himalayan region.

Rescue teams have recovered more than 1,200 
bodies, and nearly 4,800 people are missing, after 
the gigantic wave of freezing water, rocks and 
debris triggered by a glacial collapse roared down 
the China-Nepal border on August 26.

In Nepal’s high-altitude Rasuwa district – 
the first and hardest hit – government official 
Dhruba Prasad Adhikari said people were 
confronting an “unimaginable disaster”.

“We have to face the reality: this flood 
is far bigger than anything we could have 
thought of,” he told an AFP journalist, who 
reached the area after a more than 12-hour 
journey by treacherous, mud-covered roads.

In the capital Kathmandu, hundreds 
queued to give DNA samples, seeking to 
identify their relatives among hundreds of 
bodies. With mortuaries overflowing, some of 
the bodies are already buried.

“It’s been a week since my father has been 
out of contact, so now I am here to give a DNA 
sample,” Susmita Lo, 21, told AFP, holding 
her six-year-old nephew, whose father is also 
missing.

“At nighttime, he calls for his father, but 
we have not told him that he is missing. He is 
too young.”

Others had lost hope and were holding 
last-rite ceremonies, burning straw effigies in 
Hindu rituals.

“We had to do this to set his soul free, so 
that he is at peace and happy wherever he is,” 
said Dolma Newar Tamang, flanked by her 
sobbing son, at a funeral for her husband.

Nepali rescuers are still seeking survivors, 
including by digging through packed sludge 
that has entombed multiple tunnels of 
hydropower plants.

So far, rescuers have recovered only 
bodies from tunnels, but teams were still 
digging, drilling and blasting through debris.

Nepal’s Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal 
said he still hoped some of the missing could 
be alive.

“Miracles do happen,” he told AFP. “At this 
point, I do not want to completely give up hope.”

‘Global responsibility’
There is growing anger at the scale of 

destruction to hit Nepal, a largely rural nation 
of 30 million people.

The country has contributed little to the 
greenhouse gas emissions driving global 
warming, but is among those suffering its 
consequences.

Nepal’s Prime Minister Balendra Shah 

warned the catastrophe was “a serious indication” 
of the risks the Himalayan nation faces.

Scientists say the Himalayas, the world’s 
highest mountain range, are warming rapidly 
as global temperatures rise, accelerating 
glacier melt.

Glaciers in the wider Himalayan and 
Hindu Kush ranges are a crucial water 
source for around 240 million people in the 
mountainous regions, as well as for another 
1.65 billion people downstream.

“Climate change is a global contribution, and 
disaster response is also a global responsibility,” 
Shah said in a social media post.

Nepal, which marks a year this month 
since deadly mass protests at rampant 
corruption and a woeful economy overthrew 
the then-government, has limited resources to 
respond to a disaster of this scale.

In a preliminary assessment, the United 
Nations estimated building damage alone at 
US$158 million, warning that total losses 
– including damage to roads and bridges, 
agricultural land and humanitarian costs –
would be far higher.

Kathmandu has warned reconstruction 
could cost billions of dollars.

Shah, a 36-year-old former rapper, called 
the disaster a national “thunderbolt” in an 
emotional speech to parliament yesterday.

“My heart chills when I hear the cries of 
flood victims,” Shah said.

“But we have no time to rest simply because 
our bodies are tired. Even with broken hearts, 
there is no time to sit and mourn together.”

Mass burials
In an illustration of the scale of destruction, 

Chinese state media said road access to hard-
hit Gyirong Port in Tibet had finally been 
restored yesterday after “days of round-the-
clock repair work”.

Nepal said 1,204 bodies had been recovered by 
yesterday, while 4,216 people remained missing.

China’s state media reported 21 dead and 
541 missing yesterday.

That takes the overall number of reported 
dead to 1,225, with 4,757 missing.

More than 800 foreigners from over 30 
nations are among the missing - 583 in Nepal 
and 261 in China.

They include tourists who came to trek in the 
Himalayas, as well as Hindu pilgrims seeking 
spiritual peace at Tibet’s sacred Mount Kailash.

At least 17 bodies have also been pulled 
from rivers downstream in India.

In China, foreign journalists are restricted 
from reporting in Tibet, and Chinese 
authorities have a tight grip on information 
sources in the region.

Tibetan advocacy groups in exile have 
questioned China’s account of the disaster, but 
Beijing insists that the “release of information 
has been open, transparent and timely”. – AFP

KABUL – The Taliban government 
defended yesterday its ban on protests 
that has drawn condemnation from rights 
groups, saying the order complies with 
Islamic law.

Demonstrations in Afghanistan have 
been rare since the Taliban returned to 
power just over five years ago, but the 
government last month introduced a rule 
holding that “all types of protests are 
banned”.

International organisations have 
decried the law as “ruthless” and a move 
to suppress any dissent in the country.

Taliban government spokesman 

Zabihullah Mujahid told AFP during 
a news conference that the “law fully 
complies with Islamic law”, adding that 
“protests don’t exist in Islamic law”.

“Protests belong to societies where 
there are different laws established, for 
example a democracy or a republic,” 
Mujahid said.

Under the Islamic system, he said, 
people can approach the government with 
concerns rather than hold demonstrations.

Mujahid argued the ban “will also 
protect people from wasting time” and 
prevent the destruction of private property.

Human Rights Watch late last month 

slammed the ban as “another step in the 
Taliban’s ruthless effort to suppress all 
dissent”.

Amnesty International described the 
Taliban’s broader series of changes to 
law enforcement as “another sweeping 
assault on human rights in Afghanistan”, 
calling the protest ban “among its most 
egregious provisions”.

While demonstrations are rare, at 
least two people were killed in June when 
security forces reportedly opened fire on 
a women’s rights protest in the western 
city of Herat, a group of UN experts said.

– AFP

DNA tests and funerals in Nepal, a week after deadly !oods

Sri Lankan-US agents 
bust Pakistani drug 

network

Taliban govt defends ban on protest, citing Islamic law

Nepal’s !ood survivors cling to zipline 
to cross treacherous river
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from the US Department of 
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WASHINGTON, DC – The US Treasury yesterday 
issued US$1 coins featuring the face of President 
Donald Trump, the latest move in an unprecedented 
campaign by the Republican billionaire to put his 
personal stamp on national institutions.

The coins were minted to mark the 250th 
anniversary of the founding of the United States 
celebrated this year.

A roll of 25 US$1 coins was available for sale for 
US$61 – a mark-up of 144 percent –with a 100-coin 
bag available for US$154.50.

When the Treasury announced the plan it was 
unclear if the coins would have monetary value or 
would be purely commemorative, but yesterday the 
US Mint said the coins were “also in circulation.”

The move to put Trump’s countenance on a coin 
with monetary value runs counter to federal law that 

says no living president may appear on US currency.
Trump has aggressively defied precedent and 

legal challenges in his push to remake US institutions 
in his second term, putting his name on the Kennedy 
Center for the Arts and demolishing the East Wing of 
the White House to make room for a new ballroom, 

among other moves.
The new coin features Trump’s face on one side, 

with the words “Liberty” and “In God We Trust.” It 
also features the dates 1776-2026, marking 250 years 
of US independence.

The other side of the coin features a version of 
the US presidential seal, depicting an eagle clutching 
arrows and an olive branch while covered by a shield 
that says “250.”

This is just the latest in Trump’s campaign to put 
his face and name on US currency.

In May, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said 
his department was pursuing a plan to issue a new 
US$250 bill with Trump’s face on it.

He conceded that the move would require 
Congress to change the law barring living persons 
from appearing on currency.

The US Treasury did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on whether the new US$1 
coin violates that law.

In March, the Treasury announced that US paper 
money would soon bear Trump’s signature – another 
first for a sitting US president.     – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC –  US President 
Donald Trump yesterday suggested renaming 
the Strait of Hormuz as “Trump Strait” 
despite the fact that the crucial waterway 
remains contested amid the war with Iran.

“Now that we have it under U.S.A. 
control, should we change the name Hormuz 
Strait to TRUMP STRAIT??? Like America 
itself, it would be ‘hotter’ than ever before!” 
Trump said on his Truth Social network.

It is the latest geographical name change 
floated by Trump and comes a week after he 
ordered Lake Ontario to be renamed as “Lake 
America” amid a trade war with Canada.

Trump also renamed the Gulf of Mexico 
as the “Gulf of America” on his first day 
back in office in January 2025.

Neither Mexico nor Canada have 
accepted the changes.

Many of the previous name changes 
started off as apparently jovial remarks by 
the 80-year-old US president before he then 
followed through to make them a reality.

Trump has in recent weeks repeatedly 
pressed a threat to claim sovereignty over 
the Strait of Hormuz, even posting a map 
showing the waterway as a “new US 
territory.”

But Iran has effectively shut down the 
chokepoint, through which a fifth of the 
world’s oil passes, in retaliation for the 
war Trump started along with Israel in late 
February.

Oil prices are rising again after US 
forces launched fresh strikes near the Strait 
of Hormuz on Tuesday in response to what 
Trump said were new minelaying efforts by 
Iran.       – AFP

MONTREAL – Canada’s central bank 
yesterday left its benchmark interest rate 
unchanged at 2.25 percent for the seventh 
straight time, but warned of possible conse-
quences from the trade war with the United 
States.

New tariffs imposed by US President 
Donald Trump make the growth outlook 
more uncertain while the risks of accelerating 
inflation have increased, the Bank of Canada 
said.

The interest rate decision was expected 
by analysts and comes after an economic 
rebound in the April-June period, when gross 
domestic product expanded 3.3 percent on an 
annual basis, after two lackluster quarters.

“Uncertainty is high and new US tariffs 
and threats of further action pose risks to the 
sustainability of the recovery,” the Bank of 
Canada said in a statement.

Trump has instituted new tariffs on Canada 
of up to 50 percent, which went into effect 

after Prime Minister Mark Carney broke off 
trade talks on August 21. Canada has in turn 
retaliated with tariffs on American products, 
set to take effect on September 8.

Both of these measures will raise costs 
for some businesses and could lead to higher 
consumer prices over time, the central bank 
statement warned.

Bank of Canada Governor Tiff Macklem 
said businesses have been “adapting” to the 
new trade relationship.

“They are diversifying their exports,” he 
told reporters yesterday.

However, he noted that inflation, which 
accelerated in July to three percent on the back 
of rising fuel costs, “is running too high.”

TD Bank said in a note that it expects rate 
to “remain unchanged through next year,” 
but the central bank “preserves the flexibility 
should conditions deteriorate or inflation 
prove more persistent than anticipated.” 
        – AFP

KOROR, Palau – France yesterday insisted 
on its sovereignty over two disputed and 
strategically important islands in the Pacific 
Ocean claimed by Vanuatu, which is seeking 
to open a case against Paris at the Hague-based 
International Court of Justice (ICJ).

Eleonore Caroit, a junior minister at 
the French foreign ministry, said Paris had 
taken note of the move by Vanuatu over the 
uninhabited islands of Matthew and Hunter 
and would give its response in due course.

Under the rules of the United Nations’ 
top court, the case can only proceed if France 
agrees international judges have jurisdiction.

The French government in December 
denied it was planning to cede sovereignty 
after far-right figurehead Marine Le Pen 
accused President Emmanuel Macron of 
seeking to give up overseas territories.

The volcanic islands lie several hundred 
kilometres east of the French overseas 
territory of New Caledonia, but are also 
claimed by Vanuatu.

“France’s position is clear and firm,” 
Caroit said at a conference of Pacific islands 
hosted by Palau.

“It is a position of dialogue and openness, 
but above all, it is a reaffirmation of France’s 
sovereignty over these islands,” said Caroit.

The sides must “discuss, negotiate, and 
try to find solutions without relinquishing 

sovereignty – that was never on the table”, 
she added.

Paris acknowledges the request by 
Vanuatu to open the case and will respond 
regarding “jurisdiction” and “the merits of 
the case”, she said.

The tiny islands of less than one square 
kilometre guarantee France an exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ) of 350,000 square 
kilometres.

Vanuatu won independence from joint 
British and French rule in 1980.

“We decided that we had discussed 
this issue long enough and we have now 
submitted a request to the court,” said 
Vanuatu’s environment minister Ralph 
Regenvanu at the forum.

If Paris does not accept the ICJ’s 
jurisdiction, Vanuatu can request an 
advisory opinion via a majority vote in the 
UN General Assembly, he added.

Earlier this year, Vanuatu’s Prime 
Minister Jotham Napat accused France of 
colonialism over the dispute and threatened 
to use “all diplomatic and international legal 
means” if discussions broke down.

France has overseas territories across 
the globe, from the Caribbean to the Indian 
Ocean and Pacific –  legacies of the colonial 
era that are now vital strategic footholds for 
Paris.       – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio urged international 
partners yesterday to “stop business as usual” 
with Nicaragua after its legislature voted to 
ban opposition parties from elections, further 
cementing the autocratic rule of Daniel Ortega 
and his wife, co-president Rosario Murillo.

“Yesterday, Rosario Murillo and Daniel 
Ortega’s captive National Assembly eroded 
the fiction of Nicaragua’s democracy, again 
rewriting the nation’s constitution to entrench 
their illegitimate dynasty and indefinitely 
deprive Nicaraguans of free and fair 
elections,” Rubio said in a statement.

The reforms were given unanimous approval 
on Tuesday during a special outdoor session of 
the Central American nation’s legislature, and 
are set to be formally ratified next year.

Under the measures, any member of the 
opposition involved in planning or carrying 
out a coup d’état would be banned from 
running for office, and the presidential term 

would be further extended from six to seven 
years.

The government describes mass 2018 
protests, which were quelled, as attempts to 
overthrow Ortega.

Following the protests, thousands of 
Nicaraguans were exiled, including opposition 
leaders and activists, journalists, intellectuals 
and priests.

Ortega and Murillo, who became 
co-presidents in 2025 under a previous 
constitutional amendment, have since gained 
effective control of all levers of government.

“Dictatorships that deny the unalienable 
rights of their citizens should not enjoy the same 
economic or political benefits as governments 
committed to defending hemispheric peace 
and security,” Rubio said in the statement.

“The United States urges international 
partners to immediately stop business as usual 
operations with this brutal dictatorship,” he 
said.         – AFP
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WICKLOW, Ireland – European 
Union foreign ministers yesterday 
launched discussions on reforming 
the bloc’s diplomacy as it seeks to 
compete on the global stage in an 
increasingly hostile world.

The 27-nation EU’s foreign 
policy has long been hampered by 
divisions between member states 
and institutional turf wars between 
bureaucrats in Brussels.

Officials say key players France 
and Germany have floated ideas to 
overhaul the bloc’s diplomatic arm 
–potentially merging chunks of it 
into the European Commission, the 
EU’s powerful executive.

That has spurred fears that 
foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas 
could see her role squeezed further 
by commission boss Ursula von der 
Leyen, who diplomats complain 
has already centralised too much 
control.

“These proposals have sparked 
some controversy, and we will 

debate them, yet I believe the 
objective is shared: for the European 
Union to carry weight and write its 
own history,” said French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Noël Barrot.

But after the talks between 
ministers in Ireland, Kallas appeared 
to pour cold water on the push.

“There is broad support for the 
current institutional setup, so it 
should not be changed, but it should 
be better implemented,” she said.

Kallas said there was a fear 
among smaller EU states that they 
would lose too much control over 
foreign policy if the commission 
was in charge, and took a thinly 
veiled swipe at von der Leyen.

“If we have had issues where 
there is somebody above me that is 
actually deciding – then you know it 
doesn’t work that way. Let’s be very 
frank,” she told reporters.

She said the priority should 
instead be to streamline the EU’s 
notoriously cumbersome decision-

making by looking at how to curb 
the ability of lone member states to 
hold up the rest of the bloc.

But the debate over reforming 
the diplomatic service looks set to 
drag on as the EU negotiates its next 
long-term budget and Germany 
looks to find areas for savings.

The European External Action 
Service has a budget of around one 
billion euros (US$1.2 billion) a year 
and employs around 5,000 people in 
Brussels and at missions around the 
world.

Those advocating reforms argue 
that many of its roles are currently 
duplicated in the commission and 
that by shifting control it would 
better help combine EU foreign 
policy with other areas such as trade 
and international aid.

Italian Foreign Minister Antonio 
Tajani told journalists Germany was 
planning to organise a meeting of 
ministers in Berlin to discuss the 
proposals.      – AFP

Ireland’s Defence and Foreign Minister Helen McEntee (left) and European Commission High Representative and Vice President 
Kaja Kallas take part in a joint press conference following an informal meeting of EU Foreign Affairs ministers, at Druids Glen in 
Wicklow, south of Dublin, Ireland, yesterday.          – AFP

WICKLOCK, Ireland – 
Belgium’s foreign minister 
yesterday pushed back against 
efforts to revive proposals to tap 
frozen Russian central bank assets 
to fund Ukraine.

Opposition from Belgium, 
where most of the roughly 200 
billion euros (US$230 billion) are 
held, last year helped nix an EU 
plan to use the funds.

EU countries instead came up 
with a 90-billion- euro loan for 
Ukraine off their own backs.

But with worries growing that 
the money may not last as long 
as hoped, four EU countries have 
pushed to reopen the debate on the 
Russian assets.

“The proposal has met with 
little enthusiasm or appetite 
among our colleagues,” minister 
Maxime Prevot told AFP in a 
statement after talks with his EU 

counterparts in Ireland.
Prevot said that the Belgian 

government’s position remained 
“unchanged”.

“After all, the reasons for our 
opposition have not magically 
vanished in the interim,” he said.

“Using these assets through 
a process akin to confiscation 
carries significant risk.”

Despite Belgium’s efforts, it 
appears that the renewed push to 
tap the assets is not dead yet.

EU foreign policy chief 
Kaja Kallas said after the talks 
in Ireland that fresh funds for 
Ukraine should ultimately “come 
from Russia”.

“That is why some of the 
Member States were proposing to 
go back to the discussion of the 
frozen assets,” she said.

“And we will continue that 
discussion.”    – AFP

LAGOS – Ride-hailing company 
Uber said yesterday it was shutting 
down its business in Nigeria and 
Uganda, effective immediately.

The US-based firm, founded in 
2009, entered Nigeria, Africa’s most 
populous country in 2014 – first 
in the mega-city of Lagos, before 
expanding throughout the country.

“After a thorough review of our 
business, we have made the tough 
decision to wind down our opera-
tions in Nigeria, effective 2 Septem-
ber 2026,” the company said in a 
statement, without providing further 
details.

The company also said yesterday 
it was halting operations in Uganda. 
It left Tanzania earlier this year.

The exit from Nigeria and 
Uganda came the same day Uber 

CEO Dara Khosrowshahi said 
the company would cut its global 
workforce by 10 percent.

The move is expected to affect 
the livelihood of Nigerian drivers 
who depended on the platform – 
some of whom are already reeling 
from the high cost of fuel.

Nigerians have been living 
through a brutal cost of living crisis 
amid economic overhauls introduced 
by President Bola Tinubu.

Economists and investors have 
supported the measures, citing 
increased macro-economic stability, 
though critics say the benefits of the 
reforms have yet to trickle down to 
ordinary people.

The removal of a fuel subsidy 
sent prices of fuel and goods 
skyrocketing, and motorists were 

squeezed again when the war in Iran 
pinched global oil supplies.

In 2023, Uber Nigeria country 
manager Tope Akinwunmi said 
the company’s operations had 
contributed billions of naira (millions 
of US dollars) to the economy, with 
drivers collectively earning about 
6.1 billion naira annually.

But Uber drivers have long 
complained that the fares on the app 
were too low.

The company said its help centre 
would be available through Septem-
ber 23 to resolve remaining disputes.

Competing apps such as Bolt 
and InDrive also operate in Nigeria.

As of yesterday afternoon (local 
time), users could still book rides 
on the Uber app, an AFP reporter 
observed.      – AFP

Asad Hashim
WASHINGTON, DC – Ride-

hailing giant Uber will be laying 
off around 10 percent of its staff as 
part of “significant organizational 
changes,” CEO Dara Khosrowshahi 
said in a message to employees 
released yesterday.

“Today, we’re making a num-
ber of significant organizational 
changes across Uber,” Khosrow-
shahi said. “As a result, we will be 
reducing the size of our team by 
about 10 percent.”

Uber has a total of roughly 
34,000 employees with operations 
in more than 70 countries, 
according to a recent SEC filing.

The company said the layoffs 
were aimed at making the 
platform “simpler and faster” and 
at reducing coordination delays 
in what has become a sprawling 
operation.

“A leaner organisation will 
mean clearer ownership, faster 
decisions, and more time spent 
building rather than coordinating,” 
the message said.

Founded in 2009, Uber remade 
the urban transportation sector by 
disrupting markets dominated by 
taxi and private car companies, 
allowing people to use their own 
vehicles to give others rides.

The company has since 
expanded massively, including into 
the delivery sector, particularly 
for food and retail items. It also 
offers courier services over short 
distances.

Uber drivers are compensated 
at varying rates in different 
countries, and many have 
complained of not receiving 
adequate compensation for their 
work and the use of their vehicles.

Almost none of Uber’s 
drivers are classified as full-time 
employees, with most treated 
as independent contractors, 
depending on local laws.

Khosrowshahi’s message 
focused on how the changes were 
aimed at operational efficiencies, 
but the company has also shut down 
services entirely in some countries.

Yesterday, Uber said it was 
shutting down its business in 
Nigeria and Uganda, after leaving 
Tanzania earlier this year.

In a note, Wedbush Securities 
said it expected Uber to save 
around US$1.75 billion with the 
layoffs, which it would invest into 
growth areas.

“Uber is aiming to create a 
leaner organization with fewer 
managerial layers and move 
faster in investing into growth,” 
Wedbush said.

It said the managerial changes 
were aimed at cutting smaller 
teams within Uber and to reduce 
employees sitting more than seven 
layers from the CEO.

One key area of reorganization 
was Uber’s delivery business, 
which Khosrowshahi said would 
see restaurant, retail and direct 
delivery units consolidated into 
teams disaggregated at the global, 
regional and country level.

He also said that the company 
would be concentrating jobs in key 
hubs, with global teams mainly in 
New York and San Francisco.

His note said that only around 
one percent of employees would 
be allowed to work remotely 
going forward.

US-listed shares of Uber were 
up over 2.5 percent in midday 
trading.     – AFP
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BRASÍLIA – Brazilian Supreme 
Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes 
came under fresh scrutiny on 
Tuesday after the release of text 
messages sent to him by a disgraced 
banker at the centre of a major 
corruption probe.

A polarising figure in Brazil, 
Moraes oversaw the trial of rightwing 
ex-president Jair Bolsonaro, who was 
convicted of plotting a coup to stay in 
power after losing the 2022 election.

Moraes repeatedly has taken aim 
at the far right and its figurehead 
Bolsonaro, and drawn the wrath 
of US President Donald Trump for 
what the latter saw as a “witch hunt” 
against his loyal ally in Brazil.

The justice had also overseen 
efforts to regulate tech giants and 
temporarily blocked Elon Musk’s X 
platform and accounts popular with 
conservative voices.

As punishment for his role in the 
Bolsonaro trial, the US Treasury last 
year slapped sanctions on Moraes, 
his wife and a company linked to 

their family, although the sanctions 
were lifted in December as ties 
between Washington and Brasilia 
improved.

The texts sent to Moraes were 
released as Brazil gears up for an 
election in which leftist President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is seeking 
another term. His main opponent is 
Bolsonaro’s son, Flávio Bolsonaro.

The texts were sent by Daniel 
Vorcaro, who presided over Banco 
Master, which collapsed last 
November and left some US$7 
billion in debt to thousands of 
investors in one of the biggest 
financial scandals in Brazil’s history.

A Federal Police report seen by 
AFP reveals WhatsApp texts that 
Vorcaro sent to the judge seeking 
help to halt the probe that would 
lead to his arrest.

Days before he was arrested, 
Vorcaro asked Moraes if he should 
flee Brazil, the texts show.

“Do you think I need to be out 
of the country as early as Monday?” 

the banker asked on November 15.
The police report does not say 

how Moraes answered.
It also says Moraes personally 

handled a US$24 million contract 
between Banco Master and the law 
firm of Viviane Barci de Moraes, 
the judge’s wife. It was signed in 
February 2024.

The Supreme Court did not 
respond to AFP queries seeking 
comment from Moraes.

Supreme Court Justice André 
Mendonça, who is overseeing the 
Banco Master case, asked the chief 
public prosecutor to comment on 
these new revelations about Moraes 
in the next five days.

Mendonca also asked that the 
full court examine the police report 
containing the text messages in an 
open, public session.

“These are serious accusations,” 
Flávio Bolsonaro told reporters on 
Tuesday, urging Moraes and his 
wife to explain what is in the police 
report.       – AFP

Brazil’s Federal Supreme 
Court (STF) Judge 
Alexandre de Moraes 
speaks with his wife 
Viviane Barci de Moraes 
during a ceremony 
where Edson Fachin 
took office as Chief 
Justice and Moraes as 
Deputy Chief Justice, in 
Brasília on September 
29, 2025. Brazilian 
Supreme Court justice 
Alexandre de Moraes 
came under pressure 
on September 1, 2026, 
after it was revealed that 
he had been in contact 
with a banker who is 
in prison on suspicion 
of involvement in a 
vast graft scheme in 
the days leading up to 
the banker’s arrest last 
November.              – AFP 

BRASÍLIA – Brazilian 
presidential candidate Flávio 
Bolsonaro was acquitted on 
Tuesday of a possible violation 
of electoral law after he broadcast 
a deepfake video of his father, 
former president Jair Bolsonaro.

A left-wing coalition 
supporting the re-election of 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
had accused Flávio Bolsonaro 
of violating the ban on using AI 
generated replicas of real people 
in political campaigns.

The Superior Electoral Court 
cleared the conservative candidate 
of wrongdoing, ruling that the 
convention where the video was 
shown took place before the 
official start of election season, 
Justice Kassio Nunes Marques 
said, explaining the court’s five to 
two vote.

The deepfake video was 
screened in July as Flávio 
Bolsonaro officially launched his 
candidacy, showing the crowd 
his father was endorsing him in 
October’s elections.

“This is a simulation of my 
image and voice created using 

artificial intelligence. As everyone 
here knows, I am imprisoned and 
silenced by an unjust decision,” 
said the digital replica of the elder 
Bolsonaro.

“I ask you to welcome with 
open arms the person I chose to 
replace me – blood of my blood, 
my son Flávio,” said the avatar.

Jair Bolsonaro’s lawyers said 
he did not authorise use of the AI-
generated video.

The 71-year-old served several 
months in prison for attempting a 
coup before being transferred to 
home confinement in March, for 
health issues.

He is not allowed to use social 
media, mobile phones or make 
public statements.

On July 13, the Supreme Court 
barred Flávio Bolsonaro from 
visiting his father until after the 
first round of the election, after he 
read out a handwritten letter from 
Jair Bolsonaro on social media.

The first round of the 
presidential election will be held 
October 4, and recent polls show 
Lula has a slight lead.

– AFP

JOHANNESBURG – 
Climate-driven drought is pushing 
thousands of Angolans, mainly 
women and children, into Namibia 
where they face harsh treatment 
and forcible return, Amnesty 
International said yesterday.

Several provinces in southern 
Angola have been hit hard by 
recurring drought, worsened by El 
Niño, a weather pattern associated 
with hotter and drier conditions, it 
said.

Between January and July 
2021, more than 7,000 Angolans – 
mainly women, children and older 
people – entered northern Namibia 
after years of severe drought and 
food insecurity, Amnesty said.

Cross-border movement has 
continued since then, including 
during renewed severe drought 
conditions in 2023 and 2024, 
but the scale of drought-related 
displacement had not been 
properly recorded, it said.

The report, entitled “The 
Drier it Gets, the Longer You 
Have to Walk, the Deeper You 
Have to Dig: The Human Rights 
Impacts of Drought-Induced 
Displacement on Angolan Women 
and Children in Namibia”, said 
displaced Angolans lived in poor 
conditions in Namibia, including 
without shelter or in overcrowded 
makeshift structures built from 
branches, plastic and cardboard.

They also feared arrest and 
deportation.

Namibia had returned more 

than 1,000 Angolans this year after 
they were found without regular 
immigration status, said Amnesty 
International.

It had witnessed Namibian 
authorities in June 2025 rounding 
up about 40 Angolan nationals, 
including women and children, 
and transporting them to the 
border.

Angolan children “have also 
been subject to government-
facilitated forcible returns without 
sufficient information being made 
publicly available” on whether 
appropriate safeguards were 
applied, it said.

The situation was a “human 
rights crisis”, said regional 
director Tigere Chagutah, urging 
Namibian authorities to ensure 
“people displaced by drought and 
other natural disasters can access 
basic rights, including registration 
and documentation”.

Angola is one of Africa’s 
top producers of crude oil and 
diamonds, but around a third of its 
population lives below the World 
Bank poverty line.

Amnesty International said 
around 11.1 million Angolans 
depend on largely rain-fed rural 
livelihoods.

Southern Africa is bracing for 
a hotter and drier summer with 
fears that the developing El Niño 
will be particularly powerful and 
raise the risk of drought, severe 
heatwaves and water shortages.

– AFP

MADRID – Spain’s interior 
ministry yesterday denied the 
existence of a police report that 
allegedly concluded Morocco 
orchestrated July’s migrant rush into 
Ceuta, as the government maintains 
delicate relations with Rabat.

More than 70,000 migrants 
crossed into the Spanish north 
African exclave from Morocco on 
July 30 and 31 in an unprecedented 
and deadly surge that unleashed a 
crisis for the government.

Socialist Prime Minister Pedro 
Sánchez ruled out Moroccan 
responsibility on Monday, instead 
highlighting the importance of 
cooperation with Rabat, which has 
since taken back most of the migrants.

But right-leaning online 
newspaper El Español reported 
that the Spanish police’s National 

Centre for Immigration and Borders 
(CENIF) said the incident “was 
guided by Moroccan security 
forces... with an objective other 
than migration”.

Interior Minister Fernando 
Grande-Marlaska wrote to police 
chief Francisco Pardo to check the 
claim, which CENIF reportedly 
sent to a judge  investigating the 
incident, a source from his ministry 
said.

“Any such information should 
have immediately been made 
available to the National Security 
Council... and to other bodies with 
powers in this field,” the minister 
said in his letter, according to the 
source.

Pardo told Marlaska that “there 
exists no police report whatsoever 
that attributes to the Moroccan 

security forces the planning or 
execution of what happened” in 
Ceuta, it said.

Ceuta and Spain’s other north 
African exclave, Melilla, have 
the European Union’s only land 
borders with Africa and their status 
has historically poisoned relations 
between Madrid and Rabat.

Morocco claims sovereignty 
over both territories, while some 
analysts have suggested it used 
the migrant rush to exert political 
pressure on Spain after Sánchez 
visited Rabat’s historic enemy 
Algeria in July.

The disputed Western Sahara is 
a source of tension, with Morocco 
largely controlling the former 
Spanish colony that is claimed by the 
Algerian-backed pro-independence 
Polisario Front.      – AFP
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Football

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - Argentina 
face a testing transition period as they attempt 
to move on from Lionel Messi’s international 
retirement, with question marks also hanging 
over the futures of coach Lionel Scaloni and 
several ageing players.

Messi vacated the famous number 10 
shirt on Monday, after 21 years of carrying 
Argentinian hopes on his shoulders.

It was a burden that weighed heavily initially, 
before a golden era late in his career during 
which the South American giants won three 
major titles, including the 2022 World Cup.

The 39-year-old’s last competitive match 
for Argentina was the 1-0 loss to Spain in the 
World Cup final in July.

Of the 17 players who featured in that 
match for Scaloni’s side, only two will be 
under the age of 30 when the next World Cup 
kicks off in South America in 2030.

Veteran centre-back Nicolas Otamendi, 
38, retired from international duty in the 
wake of the loss to Spain in New Jersey, when 
Argentina were thoroughly outplayed by 
younger, more vibrant opponents.

Goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez has since 
suggested he may follow suit, as has 32-year-
old midfield enforcer Leandro Paredes, who 
was slapped with a 10-match ban by FIFA for 
attacking Spain players after the final whistle.

“If he (Messi) isn’t there, it will be hard 
for everything to keep working the way it used 
to,” Paredes told Argentinian TV channel TN.

Rodrigo De Paul’s international career has 
also been heavily linked with his Inter Miami 
teammate’s.

The biggest question marks surround the 
future of coach Scaloni, who has overseen the 
most successful spell for the Albiceleste since 
the days of Diego Maradona.

The 48-year-old, whose team are known as 
the “Scaloneta” at home, was appointed in 2018 
and ended Argentina’s 28-year wait for a major 
trophy with victory in the 2021 Copa America.

The former Deportivo La Coruna right-
back’s current deal runs out in December.

Scaloni had reportedly agreed a contract 
extension until 2030 before the World Cup, 
but he cast doubt on his future after the poor 
performance in the final.

“I already have an idea of what I want to 
do,” Scaloni said after the loss.

“I’m going to honour my contract, and 
then we’ll see. I need to think, because I don’t 

know if it’s possible to achieve something as 
great as this.”

The next World Cup will be largely held in 
Spain, Portugal and Morocco, but Argentina 
will be one of three South American nations 
hosting one match, thus gaining automatic 
qualification.

First, though, they will be targeting a third 
consecutive Copa America crown in 2028.

Despite Messi’s retirement, there will 
likely still be plenty of familiar faces in a 
squad who will remain title favourites.

Lisandro Martinez and Cristian Romero 
have established themselves as the first-
choice centre-half pairing.

Enzo Fernandez, who moved to 
Manchester City from Chelsea on Monday for 
a fee that equalled the British transfer record, 
and Alexis Mac Allister have made the central 
midfield positions their own, while Messi’s 
departure could give Inter Milan’s Lautaro 
Martinez and Atletico Madrid forward Julian 
Alvarez more space to shine up front.

Alvarez in particular will be expected to 
improve significantly on his ratio of 15 goals 
in 59 caps.

‘Great young players’
Messi himself believes the long-term 

future is bright for his country.
“I’ve given it my all. I have nothing left 

to give, and besides, there are great young 
players coming up who deserve their chance,” 
he said when announcing his retirement.

Exciting Como youngster Nico Paz made 
two appearances at the World Cup and could 
become a more regular starter, while 23-year-
old Giuliano Simeone - son of former Argentina 
stalwart Diego Simeone - impressed as a 
substitute in the semi-final win over England.

Real Madrid winger Franco Mastantuono did 
not make the World Cup squad but has already 
won four international caps at the age of 19.

Argentina’s next generation impressed 
at last year’s Under-20 World Cup in Chile, 
reaching the final for the first time since 2007 
before losing to Morocco.

Argentina currently have no fixtures 
scheduled for the international break later 
this month but the Argentinian football 
association is reportedly planning a possible 
farewell match for Messi, the country’s record 
goalscorer and record appearance maker with 
125 goals in 207 games.

He leaves a huge hole - but a new 
generation will endeavour to fill it.       – AFP

John Weaver
LONDON – Premier 

League clubs smashed their 
spending record for a single 

transfer window for the second straight 
season as Manchester City’s signing of 
Enzo Fernandez took the total outlay close 
to £3.5 billion (US$4.7 billion).

A frantic final two days of the window, 
which closed at 2200 GMT on Tuesday 
(6:00 a.m. yesterday Macau time), 
pushed spending in the summer window 
significantly beyond last season’s record of 
£3.14 billion.

More than half of the clubs in the English 
top flight broke their transfer records, with 
multiple deals topping £100 million.

Chelsea midfielder Fernandez, 25, 
signed for Enzo Maresca’s City late 
Tuesday for £125 million, matching the 
British record fee Liverpool paid 12 months 
ago for forward Alexander Isak.

Argentina’s Fernandez will be part 
of a new-look City midfield alongside 
England’s Elliot Anderson, who arrived 
from Nottingham Forest shortly after the 
World Cup for £116 million.

City also snapped up Senegal forward 
Iliman Ndiaye from Everton on Tuesday 
in a deal worth £65 million, taking their 
summer spending above £450 million.

The club are embarking on a new 
era with a significantly reshaped squad 
following the departure of manager Pep 
Guardiola, who oversaw a decade of 
unprecedented success at the Etihad.

Former Ballon d’Or winner Rodri, who 
captained Spain to World Cup glory in July, 
has joined Barcelona while long-serving 
pair Bernardo Silva and John Stones have 
also left City.

“At Manchester City, we are always 
looking to bring in world-class players and 
Enzo fits the bill,” said City’s director of 
football Hugo Viana.

“He is a complete midfielder - 
technically gifted, hardworking, tenacious 
and a goalscorer.”

Fernandez, sent off during Argentina’s 
defeat by Spain in the World Cup final in 
July, said: “Every player wants to be part of 
a club like this”.

Chelsea miss out on Camara
Chelsea were also busy during a 

summer rebuild under new manager Xabi 
Alonso, bringing in England forward 
Morgan Rogers from Aston Villa for £117 

million as their marquee signing.
A clutch of other arrivals include 

Maxence Lacroix, Emiliano Martinez, 
Jordan Henderson and Danny Welbeck, but 
a deal to sign Monaco midfielder Lamine 
Camara collapsed late on Tuesday.

Premier League champions Arsenal had 
a quiet deadline day after their pursuit of 
Atletico Madrid’s Julian Alvarez fizzled out.

The Gunners had been rivalling 
Barcelona for the Argentina international’s 
signature. The Spanish champions turned 
to Arsenal for a forward with the signing of 
Gabriel Jesus.

“I had a chance 10 years ago and life 
took me in another direction, but now I can 
be here and it’s a dream for me,” said Jesus.

The Gunners, who ended their 22-year 
wait for a Premier League title last season, 
made significant additions earlier in the 
transfer window, bringing in Bruno Guima-
raes and Ezri Konsa.

Liverpool, dethroned as champions by 
Arsenal, signed France winger Bradley Barcola 
from Paris Saint-Germain on Monday for a fee 
potentially rising to around £124 million.

But the Reds’ attempts to further 
strengthen their squad were frustrated 
with bids for Crystal Palace’s Ismaila Sarr 
and Brighton’s Yankuba Minteh rejected, 
meaning Cody Gakpo will stay at Anfield 
despite interest from City and Tottenham.

Liverpool, under new manager Andoni 
Iraola, have lost several senior players, 
including Andrew Robertson, Mohamed 
Salah and Ibrahima Konate.

They have drawn their first two Premier 
League games, adding to fears that they lack 
depth, particularly in defensive positions.

Tottenham have spent more than 
£300 million on new players after finishing 
just one place above the relegation zone last 
season, with Newcastle midfielder Sandro 
Tonali, Mateus Fernandes and Omar Mar-
moush all joining the north London club.

Yet Roberto de Zerbi’s men have still 
started the season poorly, failing to score in 
defeats by Brentford and Newcastle in their 
opening two league matches.

Spurs secured a loan deal for Chelsea 
winger Mykhailo Mudryk on transfer deadline 
day after missing out on Ndiaye and Gakpo.

Europa League winners Aston Villa 
lost several key players during the transfer 
window including Youri Tielemans, Rogers, 
Konsa, Martinez and Ollie Watkins, but 
have brought in Nicolas Jackson, Johan 
Manzambi and Ibrahim Mbaye. – AFP

Messi departure leaves 
Argentina facing rebuild 

after golden era

Premier League clubs splash cash 
to smash transfer record

Napoli’s Frank Anguissa (front left) vies 
with Como’s Alex Valle (front centre) 
during a Serie A match between Napoli and 
Como in Naples, Italy, on Sunday. – Xinhua

Benfica’s Argentine forward Gianluca Prestianni (left) and Estoril’s Cape Verdean forward Fabricio Garcia 
vie for the ball during the Portuguese League match between SL Benfica and GD Estoril Praia at Estadio da 
Luz in Lisbon, on Monday.                       – AFP



THURSDAY September 3, 2026The Macau Post Daily
SPORT
14 Your trusted source for real news 

Badminton

SHENZHEN – Japan’s Kodai 
Naraoka defeated China’s Li 
Shifeng in straight games at the 
2026 BWF China Masters here 
yesterday, advancing to the men’s 
singles last 16.

Li failed to avenge his 
quarterfinal defeat to Naraoka at 
the BWF World Championships 
two weeks ago, where the Japanese 
shuttler went on to finish runner-up.

Li led for much of the opening 
game, but Naraoka fought back to 
take it 21-18. The Japanese quickly 
pulled away in the second game and 
cruised to a 21-7 victory.

“I made some mistakes while 
leading, which allowed him to turn 

the game around. That also affected 
my mindset at the start of the second 
game,” Li said after the match.

The defending Asian Games 
men’s singles champion said he was 
looking forward to the upcoming 
continental event. “I will give it my 
all. The Asian Games will be a fresh 
start, and I hope I can do better,” he 
added.

France’s Popov brothers advanced 
in both the men’s singles and doubles. 
Toma Junior Popov overcame veteran 
Chou Tien-chen of Chinese Taipei 
22-20, 21-15, while second seed 
Christo Popov battled from one game 
down to beat Thailand’s Panitchaphon 
Teeraratsakul 9-21, 23-21, 21-16.

The brothers then teamed up to 
defeat twin brothers Lee Fang-chih 

and Lee Fang-jen of Chinese Taipei 
21-18, 21-7 in the men’s doubles, 
securing spots in the last 16 of two 
events.

However, their French teammates 
Thom Gicquel and Delphine Delrue, 
who had just won the mixed doubles 
title at the World Championships, 
suffered a surprising exit after losing 
23-21, 21-10 to Liu Kuang-heng and 
Hsu Yin-hui of Chinese Taipei.

In the women’s singles, second 
seed Wang Zhiyi of China eased 
past Thailand’s Tonrug Saeheng, 
who ranked No. 71 in the world, 
21-6, 21-14 in 38 minutes.

Thai shuttler Ratchanok Intanon 
won over Tung Ciou-tong of Chinese 
Taipei 21-16, 21-14 to advance.

– Xinhua

Naraoka beats Li to reach last 16 at badminton China Masters

China’s Wang Zhiyi (right) and Thailand’s Tonrug Saeheng pose after their singles 
round of 32 match at the  China Masters 2026 badminton tournament in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong Province, yesterday.             – Xinhua

Cycling

LORCA, Spain – Matthew 
Brennan claimed his third win 
at this year’s Vuelta a Espana 
yesterday by triumphing in a sprint 
to take stage 11.

Visma-Lease a Bike’s Brennan, 
21, was followed by Bryan Coquard 
and Jordi Meeus, while overall leader 
Enric Mas retained the red jersey.

British rider Brennan was led 
out by Wout van Aert and held up 
three fingers after crossing the line 
to celebrate his victories in what 
has been a dream first Grand Tour.

“We took the initiative today 
again, and the boys pulled as hard 
as they could,” said Brennan.

“The boys did a fantastic job 
within that last 10km to really 
keep us in the right place, in the 
right position, out of trouble. And 
we crossed the line first, so we’re 
super happy.”

Lidl-Trek’s Mads Pedersen 
pulled out of the race before the stage 
because of illness, further strength-
ening Brennan’s already high chanc-
es of claiming victory in Lorca.

It was a largely flat stage 
running 153.8 kilometres from 
Cartagena, earmarked as a day for 
the sprinters.

Ethan Hayter was among 
four riders who formed an early 
breakaway, which was caught 
with around 90km remaining.

The peloton began to fragment on 

the day’s one real climb, the Morron 
de Totana 30km from the end.

All of the main sprint contenders 
stayed as part of a reduced bunch, 
along with Mas, with Visma-Lease 
a Bike, Pinarello Q36.5 and Uno-X 
Mobility driving the peloton at a 
fast pace into the final kilometres.

Negotiating the streets of Lorca 
was tricky with a series of tight 
corners and a lot of road furniture, 
but Brennan was well placed 
coming into the final U-turn for the 
dart to the finish line.

Brennan held off French 
cyclist Coquard without fuss 
while Meeus edged Magnus Cort, 
with Van Aert fifth.

Youngster Brennan said he 
was grateful to Van Aert and his 
other team-mates for helping him 
succeed.

“I’m with a team full of 
massive champions. You’ve got 
guys who have been on podiums 
in Grand Tours and won them as 
well, and you’ve also got guys 
who have won big classics in 
some huge races,” he continued.

“The fact that they go for me 
each time is an amazing opportunity, 
and I’m really thankful that they go 
full gas for me.”

In today’s 12th stage riders 
travel 166.6km in the mountains 
from Vera, facing five categorised 
climbs, including the double 
climb of Velefique and the Calar 
Alto summit finish.  – AFP

TOKYO – Cricketers 
at this month’s Asian 
Games in Japan will have 
better accommodation than 

athletes from many other sports, 
the head of Japanese cricket said 
yesterday, after concerns were 
raised about a lack of five-star 
hotels for players.

A Sri Lankan official said this 
week that some of Asia’s top teams 
had raised doubts over facilities 
and accommodation at the Games, 
which are taking place in Nagoya 
and the wider Aichi area from 
September 19.

Cricket is a minor sport in Japan 
and games will be played at a new 
purpose-built ground with reports 
of tents serving as dressing rooms 
and distant washroom facilities.

There is no dedicated athletes’ 
village at the Games, with organisers 
instead relying on cabins in a cruise 
ship, rooms in temporary wooden 
containers and hotels.

Organisers said last week 
that accommodation was already 

stretched to the limit after the 
number of Asian Games athletes 
ballooned to 17,000.

By comparison there were 
around 11,000 at the 2024 Paris 
Olympics.

The cricket tournament is being 
run by the Asian Games organising 
committee in collaboration with the 
Asian Cricket Council (ACC).

Naoki Alex Miyaji, the CEO of 
the Japan Cricket Association, told 
AFP that the two bodies had been 
discussing accommodation options 
“for a long time”.

“The participating teams in 
cricket are being offered hotel 
accommodation,” Miyaji said 
yesterday.

“Many other sports are being 
accommodated in much more 
limited facilities such as a cruise 
ship or container hotels.”

Matches will be played at Korogi 
Sports Park, a converted baseball 
field that is a 40-minute train ride 
away from central Nagoya.

Media reports in India said 

the country’s cricket board was 
unhappy with arrangements and 
might send a second-string squad 
after originally naming 15 players 
led by Shreyas Iyer and including 
15-year-old rising star Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi.

Miyaji said that Japanese 
organisers “only had 17 months 
to prepare and had to start from 
scratch” for cricket at the Games.

He said they had been working 
“to ensure that the best facilities are 
provided within the limited timeline 
and facility restrictions”.

“Despite being temporary, the 
facilities will provide as comfortable 
a space as possible for the players 
and officials,” he said.

Miyaji said the pitch, which 
is being prepared by the curator 
of the 35,000-capacity Pallekele 
International Cricket Stadium in Sri 
Lanka, would be of a high standard.

“From what I have seen, the 
playing surface and field will be the 
best seen in cricket’s inclusion in 
the Asian Games,” he added. – AFP

Lawson fills in again for 
injured Hadjar at Monza
F1
PARIS – French driver Isack 

Hadjar, who missed the last Grand 
Prix in the Netherlands because of 
an injured wrist, will again be absent 
from the grid for this weekend’s 
Italian GP at Monza, his Red Bull 
team announced yesterday.

He will be replaced by New 
Zealander Liam Lawson who 
covered for him at Zandvoort, 
finishing seventh.

“Liam will drive alongside 
Max (Verstappen) at the Italian 
Grand Prix in Monza, while Isack 
continues to make encouraging 
progress following the wrist injury 
sustained during the summer break,” 
Red Bull said in a statement.

“The team is closely monitoring 
his rehabilitation and will take no 
unnecessary risks with his return 
to competition and wishes him a 
speedy recovery.”

Lawson’s seat in the Racing 

Bulls team, also part of the Red Bull 
stable, will again go to Yuki Tsunoda.

The Japanese driver, who last 
season partnered Verstappen in the 
Red Bull livery, did the job at the 
Dutch GP where he finished eleventh.

Mercedes driver Kimi Antonelli, 
who turned 20 last week, leads the 
championship standings, 59 points 
ahead of teammate George Russell 
and seven-time champion Lewis 
Hamilton.      – AFP

Jubilant Monfils 
celebrates birthday with 
US Open win

NEW YORK – France’s 
Gael Monfils turned back 
the clock Tuesday, making 

the most of a US Open wild card 
and an adoring New York crowd to 
advance to the second round.

Playing on his 40th birthday, 
Monfils opened shakily against 
Adolfo Daniel Vallejo of Paraguay, 
but decisively turned the tables after 
the first set for a 2-6, 6-1, 6-2, 6-0 win.

Monfils, who will retire after this 
season, played with his trademark 
showmanship, offering exaggerated 
bows after embellishing a putaway 
shot in the fourth set with a leap in 
the air.

Evidence of approval came when 
the crowd joined an impromptu 
performance of “Happy Birthday” 
after the match.

“You guys always make it 
electric, amazing,” Monfils said in 
an on-court interview. “Let’s keep it 
going for the second one.”

This is Monfils’ 18th appearance at 
the US Open. His best showing came 
in 2016 when he reached the semi-
finals and lost to Novak Djokovic.

Monfils, who reached a career 
peak ranking of sixth in 2016, is 
down to 311th, having only played a 
handful of tournaments in 2026.

In contrast to Monfils, who 
is playing in his 70th Grand Slam 
tournament, Tuesday marked just 
the third of the 22-year-old Vallejo.

– AFP

Brennan claims 3rd Vuelta 
victory in stage 11 sprint

Cricketers to get best rooms at Asian 
Games, says Japan chief

Sport in brief

Philippines’ Alexandra Eala hits a return to USA’s Mary Stoiana during the 
women’s singles first round at the US Open tennis tournament at the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis Center in New York City on Tuesday. Eala won the 
match 6-1, 6-2.                 – AFP
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VENICE – The Venice Film Festival’s artistic director stressed 
the creative potential of artificial intelligence (AI) on Tuesday ahead 
of the premiere of a documentary made entirely with the technology 
at the Italian event.

In an AFP interview on the eve of the festival, Alberto Barbera 
acknowledged the danger but also the capabilities of the emerging 
technology that has caused panic as well as excitement across a wide 
swathe of industries.

“There’s both danger and advantage. The fact is that up to now 
we’ve seen a great many interventions on artificial intelligence 
driven by fear, by concern over the negative impact AI might have on 
the whole of humankind, on professional aspects, on copyright, on 
artists’ image and so on and so forth,” he said.

Besides understanding how to control the powerful technology, 
people need to ask how it can “begin to harness the extraordinary 
potential of this unprecedented technology,” he said.

The technology enables artists and directors “to achieve things 
that until now were not possible,” he added.

The prestigious festival on the Venice Lido has programmed 
a documentary made entirely with AI – “Be Brave” from Italian 
director Francesco Carrozzini, which centres on the founder of jeans 
brand Diesel, Renzo Rosso.

Barbera called it “a very interesting experience.”
In the film’s line notes, Carrozzini said that the choice to use AI 

for his documentary about the fashion “provocateur” made sense.
“It does so through an experimental and provocative encounter 

with the ultimate frontier of our time: Artificial Intelligence.”
The festival, which began yesterday, will also host an international 

symposium – with George Clooney on the panel – to 
discuss what the technology means for the industry.

Movie industry workers remain on the whole 
opposed to artificial intelligence, fearful of its 
potential to kill off jobs for animators, scriptwriters 
and eventually actors.

The director of the Cannes Film Festival, 
Thierry Frémaux, came out against AI at this year’s 
festival in May, saying it stood with movie industry 
personnel whose jobs were at risk.

But the festival also programmed a documentary 
by Oscar-winning “Traffic” director Steven 
Soderbergh about John Lennon and Yoko Ono which 
included some visually jarring AI-generated graphics.

“Lord of the Rings” director Peter Jackson, a 
special effects specialist, told festival goers there that 
he thought AI was “going to destroy the world” but 
when it came to film, “I don’t dislike it at all”. – AFP

Venice Film Festival head 
stresses AI potential

Alexandria Sage and Adam Plowright
VENICE, Italy – The Venice Film Festival kicked 

off yesterday with a customary dose of controversy, as 
honouree George Clooney slammed the US government, 
while jury president Maggie Gyllenhaal questioned the 
dearth of women directors.

The glamorous cinema showcase on the sun-
splashed Lido handed the 65-year-old Clooney a 
lifetime achievement award during yesterday’s opening 
ceremony.

But Clooney first weighed in on the state of US 
politics, telling a press conference the country was 
living through an “unfortunate” time in its history.

“There’s a great word, a kakistocracy, which is a 
country run by the least qualified people. I think maybe 
we have a kakistocracy right now, but we’ll get through 
it,” Clooney told journalists.

Gyllenhaal, meanwhile, questioned the fact that 
only two women directors were in the festival’s main 
competition, calling the shortfall a “systemic problem”.

Clooney’s presence receiving an award provides 
a shot of A-list adrenaline to the world’s oldest film 
festival despite Hollywood studios mostly staying away 
this year.

“Look, careers are really funny. It’s so many 
different accidents that get you here. So many different 
lefts and rights and things that could have gone wrong 
or right,” Clooney said.

“It really requires luck all the way through.”

‘Totalitarian evil’
Although this year’s festival may lack mass-market 

blockbusters, there is no shortage of larger-than-life 
subjects, with films about Elon Musk, Rupert Murdoch 
and the volatile Gallagher brothers from the Britpop 
band Oasis.

Running through September 12, the festival offers a 
strong lineup of independent films, including the main 
competition’s only documentary – “Naza”, about the 
Israeli forces’ killing of civilians in Gaza, from Israeli 
directors Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor.

The directors won an Oscar for 2024’s “No Other 
Land”, which documented Israel’s displacement of a 
Palestinian community in the West Bank.

The festival started with “Ink” about the ruthless 
rise of Rupert Murdoch to the top of the British media, 
from “Trainspotting” director Danny Boyle.

“Wild Horse Nine”, from the director of “In Bruges”, 
Martin McDonagh, sees John Malkovich and Sam 
Rockwell as eccentric CIA agents, while Florian Zeller’s 
psychological thriller “Bunker” features real-life Spanish 
power couple Penélope Cruz and Javier Bardem.

Ilya Khrzhanovsky’s “DAU”, a multi-year film 
project about Soviet physicists, has been accused by 
Ukraine’s government of having links “to the Russian 
state and its influence networks”.

In a detailed rebuttal, Khrzhanovsky noted he 
renounced his Russian citizenship to protest the Ukraine 
war and said the film “is not an instrument of Russian 
state cultural policy.

“It is an artistic statement about the nature of 
totalitarian evil,” he wrote on Facebook.

Also competing for the top Golden Lion prize 
is Venice veteran Werner Herzog, with his feature 
“Bucking Fastard” starring sisters Kate Mara and 
Rooney Mara, and US director Lance Oppenheim, 
whose “Primetime” about a reality TV show to catch 
criminals involves Robert Pattinson.

Comeback couple
Absent this year are the big Hollywood premieres 

that have been a Venice hallmark in recent years – with 
many films often going on to snare Oscar awards – a 
pattern seen at other European festivals from Cannes 
to Berlin.

Risk-aversion on the part of budget-conscious 
studio executives means many studios have preferred 
to launch films through their own tightly controlled 
premieres instead of at festivals, which provide no 
guarantee of rave reviews from critics.

An exception is the Disney-produced out-of-
competition documentary “Don’t Look Back in Anger”, 
covering last year’s comeback tour of Manchester 
rock band Oasis and the reconciliation of long-feuding 

brothers Liam and Noel Gallagher.
Festival organisers have promised that the Gallaghers 

will be on the red carpet for Saturday’s premiere.
One big name likely to stay far from the Venice 

limelight is Elon Musk, the central figure in a 
documentary from US filmmaker Alex Gibney.

The world’s richest man, Musk has called the four-
hour out-of-competition film from the Oscar-winning 
documentarian a “hit piece”.

Gibney, best known for “Enron: The Smartest Guys 
in the Room” and “Taxi to the Dark Side”, has called his 
latest film an “unvarnished” look at the powerful and 
culturally influential entrepreneur.

Art and war
Venice’s focus this year on mostly small, art-house 

films appears to fit the bill for Susan Sarandon, who is 
appearing in the Italian film “The Echo Chamber” from 
director Andrea Pallaoro.

The “Thelma and Louise” star revealed in February 
that she was fired from her Hollywood talent agency 
UTA in 2023 after speaking at a pro-Palestine rally, 
saying she is now working on small projects in Europe 
and the UK.

Still unknown is whether the war in Gaza will be a 
focal point of the festival, as it was last year, when “The 
Voice of Hind Rajab”, about a five-year-old Palestinian 
girl killed by Israeli troops, received a 23-minute 
standing ovation.

The artistic director of the festival, Alberto Barbera, 
told AFP there were “no fewer than four films that deal 
with the Palestinian issue and the current situation in 
Iran” included this year.

“There can be no doubt about where we stand on 
this matter,” he said in an interview on Tuesday.

Documentaries at Venice include “Citizen Osama”, 
about a photojournalist in Gaza, and “Road to Jericho”, 
about the Israeli-occupied West Bank from Israeli 
director Amos Gitai.         – AFP

Venice film-fest starts with Clooney slamming US govt

US actor and filmmaker George Clooney poses with a picture taken by Biennale’s 
photographer Andrea Avezzù, given to him as a gift from all the photographers, 
during a photocall at the 83rd International Venice Film Festival, at Venice Lido 
yesterday. Clooney received the Golden Lion award for Lifetime Achievement during 
yesterday’s opening ceremony of the film-fest.                – AFP 
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Test tube babies
This picture taken on Monday 
shows fish swimming in an 
aquarium among the coral 
to test the survival under 
different temperatures at Palau 
International Coral Reef Centre 
in Koror, Palau.               – AFP
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Keeping everything cool
A picker snips grape bunches during a night harvest at the Laudes 
winery in Cenlle, within the Ribeiro appellation, northwestern 
Spain, late on Monday.                   – AFP

Under the sea we go
Guests view light installations during the opening ceremony of the 
Glow in the Wild show at the Toronto Zoo in Toronto, Canada, on 
Monday.             – Xinhua

Built for speed
Clippers are pictured during a 
parade of sails in Vladivostok, 
Russia, on Tuesday. A parade 
of sails was held during the 11th 
Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 
on Tuesday, with more than 1,000 
sailing enthusiasts participating.

– Xinhua

Under the rainbow
An Airbus A320-214 aircraft of 
German airline Lufthansa flies past 
a rainbow in Frankfurt am Main, 
western Germany, last Friday. 

    – AFP

In the raw state
Cocoa pods and cocoa beans are 
displayed at an exhibition booth 
of the 10th National Cocoa and 
Chocolate Days in Abidjan, Cote 
d’Ivoire, on Tuesday.        – Xinhua
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