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Xi calls on SCO to work toward more 
just, equitable global governance

President Xi Jinping yesterday called on the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) to shoulder the responsibility 
of the times.

– Story on p. 7

Musk defends AI data centres, 
slams EU rules at G20

Elon Musk yesterday urged the G20 to tread softly on 
regulating tech and AI, saying European-style rules inhibit 
innovation.  

–  Story on p. 11

Lisbon funicular to be replaced 
after deadly accident

One year after an accident that left 16 dead, Portuguese 
authorities announced on Monday that Lisbon’s emblematic 
funicular hit by the disaster would be replaced. 

  – Story on p. 12 

Tony Wong
On the first day of his official visit to 

Indonesia, Macao Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) Chief Executive Sam Hou 
Fai addressed a reception hosted by the MSAR 
Government in Jakarta yesterday evening, 
where he underlined that the implementation 
of China’s 15th Five-Year Plan and Macau’s 
3rd Five-Year Plan will certainly create new 
opportunities for cooperation between Macau 
and Indonesia, according to a statement by 
the Macao Government Information Bureau 
(GCS) last night.

Sam noted that Indonesia is the birthplace 
of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road – 
the second component of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) – and that both Macau and 
Indonesia are vital nodes along it. He said that 
under the guidance of the BRI and the China-
Indonesia Comprehensive Strategic Dialogue 
Mechanism, the friendly and cooperative 
relationship between Macau and Indonesia 
will certainly deepen.

Sam departed from Macau on Saturday 
last week for an eight-day working visit to 
three Southeast Asian countries – Singapore, 
Indonesia, and Malaysia. He is leading a 
delegation comprising local officials and 
about 120 business representatives on his visit 
to the three countries.

Sam’s delegation arrived in Jakarta 
from Singapore on Monday night. They are 
scheduled to return to Macau on Saturday.

Yesterday’s reception was attended by 
about 350 people, including officials and 
business representatives of the MSAR 

delegation visiting Indonesia, representatives 
from the Chinese Embassy in Indonesia, 
and members from various segments of 
Indonesia’s civil society.

At the beginning of the reception, 
according to the statement, Sam, on behalf 
of the MSAR Government and all Macau 
residents, expressed his condolences for the 
victims of last month’s severe earthquake in 
Indonesia, extended sincere sympathies to 
the bereaved families and the injured, and 

expressed confidence that under the leadership 
of the Indonesian government, the Indonesian 
people will overcome the difficulties and 
rebuild their homes soon.

Sam pointed out in his speech that 
in September last year, marking the 75th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations between 
China and Indonesia, Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto visited China and, together 
with President Xi Jinping, mapped out 
the direction for advancing the high-level 

construction of a China-Indonesia community 
with a shared future of regional and global 
influence.

Sam said that the MSAR delegation’s visit 
to Indonesia serves both to implement the 
important consensus reached by the leaders 
of the two countries and to consolidate the 
traditional friendship between the MSAR 
and Indonesia, opening a new chapter of 
cooperation.

Continued on p.6

Macau’s 3rd 5-Year Plan sparks new 
opportunities with Indonesia: Sam

A Dengshikou Primary School student tries out VR equipment during a back-to-school activity in Beijing yesterday. Students 

across the Chinese mainland are returning to class this week for the new school year.            – Xinhua 

CAIRO – President Xi Jinping yesterday called on China 
and Egypt to safeguard the common interests of developing 
countries and make new contributions to world peace, 
stability, development and prosperity.

In a written speech delivered upon his arrival in Cairo for a state 
visit to Egypt, Xi said that China and Egypt, both as important members 
of the Global South, should practice true multilateralism and jointly 
uphold international fairness and justice.  

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and his wife welcomed 
yesterday Xi and his wife, Peng Liyuan, at the Cairo International Airport.

Xi landed in Cairo for a state visit to Egypt. – Xinhua 

Dignitaries offer a toast during yesterday’s reception hosted by the MSAR Government in Jakarta comprising (from left to right) Secretary for Economy and 

Finance Dora Ng Wai Han, Indonesia’s Secretary of the Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs Susiwijono Moegiarso, Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai, Chinese 

Ambassador to Indonesia Wang Lutong, and Sam’s chief-of-cabinet Chan Kak.               – Photo: GCS

Xi urges China, Egypt to 
safeguard developing 

countries’ common interests
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v  Macau  Weather
MAINLY CLOUDY. 
A FEW SHOWERS. 
FORCE 4 TO 5 NORTH TO 
NORTHWESTERLY WINDS, 
OCCASIONALLY FORCE 6 WITH 
GUSTS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
WILL RANGE BETWEEN 
65% AND 95%.

25ºC~29ºC
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Armindo Neves
Public Security Police Force 

(PSP) spokesman Lei Chan 
Hong said during a regular press 
conference yesterday that a male 
student splashed his female teacher 
with drain cleaner that morning.

According to Lei, at around 
8:00 a.m. yesterday, the incident 
occurred at a school on Rua de 
Pedro Coutinho (高地烏街).

The 18-year-old male student 
at the school used a bottle of drain 
cleaner to splash the teacher in her 
sixties inside a classroom, causing 
burns to multiple parts of her body, 
Lei said, adding that the student 
also sustained burns to his hands. 
Neither was in a life-threatening 
condition, and both were taken to 
the public Conde de São Januário 
Hospital Centre (CHCSJ) for 
treatment, according to Lei.

The teacher suffered burns 
to her face, left eye, left side of 
her neck, left side of her chest, 

and both forearms, with burns 
covering 17 percent of her body, 
Lei said, adding that there was no 
immediate danger to her life, but 
further examination was needed 
to determine whether her vision is 
affected.

The case has been handed over 
to the Judiciary Police (PJ) for 
follow-up.

After the PSP press conference, 
the Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ) 
issued a statement confirming that 
the school involved in the case is 
Saint John de Brito School.

The school is run by Caritas 
Macau.

Upon learning of the incident, 
the bureau immediately coordinated 
with the school to initiate crisis 
management measures and, 
together with the school, provided 
care for the injured and support to 
their families, the statement said, 
adding that the specific details of 

the incident are currently under 
investigation by the relevant 
entities.

PJ spokeswoman Leong Sok 
Man also said that PJ officers have 
taken over the case. As at the time of 
the press conference both were still 
receiving treatment in the hospital, 
the information available for the 
investigation was limited and further 
investigation was required, Leong 
said, adding that the information 
and evidence will be released to the 
public in due course. 

Student splashes teacher with 
drain cleaner: police

The official logo of the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP)

Staff Reporter 
The Public Security Police 

Force (PSP) arrested a Macao 
Customs Service officer on July 16 
for repeatedly vandalising a private 
car between April and May, PSP 
spokesman Lei Chan Hong said 
during a regular press conference 
yesterday.

Lei said the suspect, who is in 
his 50s, is surnamed Hui.

According to Lei, the victim 
reported the case to police twice 
after finding his car damaged when 
returning to it in different parking 
spaces around the neighbourhood 
between April and May.

The car was found with scratches 
to its bodywork and all four tyres 
deflated. The victim estimated 
the total repair cost at about 6,000 
patacas, with around 4,000 patacas 
incurred in the first incident and 
about 2,000 patacas in the second.

PSP officers identified Hui 
through the city’s CCTV footage 

and summoned him for questioning 
on July 16. However, he refused 
to answer any questions about the 
case, Lei said. 

The footage did not directly 
show Hui damaging the vehicle, but 
showed him crouching or making 
other movements near the car, 
according to Lei. 

The victim also suspected that 
the perpetrator was a neighbour but 
was unable to identify him, Lei said.

Lei said that as the Public 
Security Police Force suspect Hui 
of committing the crime of property 
damage under Article 206 of the 
Macao Penal Code, the case has 
since been transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP) for further 
investigation. Hui faces up to three 
years behind bars. 

Meanwhile, the Macao Customs 
Service released a statement 
yesterday emphasising that its 
officers are expected to uphold 
the highest standards of discipline 

and integrity, warning that any 
breaches of the law will face strict 
disciplinary proceedings and legal 
liability. 

Customs o!cer repeatedly vandalises 
parked car: police 

Public Security Police Force (PSP) 
spokesman Lei Chan Hong looks 
on during yesterday’s regular press 
conference.               – Photo: MPD

Staff Reporter
Macau’s 20 casinos generated 

gross gaming revenue (GGR) of 
21.89 billion patacas (US$2.71 
billion) last month, marking a year-
on-year decline of 1.2 percent, the 
Gaming Inspection and Coordination 
Bureau (DICJ) announced yesterday.

Month-on-month, August’s GGR 
rose by 8.05 percent from July’s 
20.26 billion patacas.

August was the gaming 
industry’s third month this year 
to generate negative year-on-year 
GGR growth. In July, GGR fell by 
8.4 percent. In June, it was down by 
12.1 percent.  

Last month generated the 
sector’s fourth-highest GGR this 
year.

In the first eight months of the 
year, GGR rose year-on-year by 3.7 
percent to 169.05 billion patacas.

Since January, accumulated 
GGR growth has fallen from this 

year’s high of 24.0 percent year-on-
year to its lowest last month.  

The Macau government-
concessioned gaming industry is 
operated by six rival integrated 
resort (IR) operators: Sands, 
Galaxy, SJM, Melco, Wynn, and 
MGM. Under their concession 
agreements with the government, 
they are required to enhance their 
non-gaming attractions and support 
the promotion of Macau’s cultural 
heritage and old-quarter renewal 
projects. The concessionaires pay 
35 percent of their GGR as a direct 
gaming tax to the government, 
along with an additional 5.0 percent 
in levies to fund a raft of public 
causes.

Currently, the six operators 
own a total of 20 casinos, a 52.4 
percent decrease from the peak of 
42 casinos in 2021. This decline 
is primarily due to a government-
ordered consolidation of the gaming 

Macau casino takings drop 1.2 pct to 
21.89 billion patacas in August

industry, which included an official 
ban on so-called “satellite casinos” 
operated by third-party enterprises 
– informally known as junkets 
– in collaboration with gaming 
concessionaires.

During the gaming industry’s 
three-year consolidation process, 
which officially ended on 
December 31, 2025, the gaming 
tables and slot machines from 
shuttered satellite (third-party 
operated) casinos, along with their 
local employees, were transferred 
to casinos directly run by the six 
gaming concessionaires.

At present, SJM and Sands own 
five casinos each, Galaxy and Melco 

operate three each, while Wynn and 
MGM run two each.

According to the latest available 
DICJ statistics, baccarat accounted 
for 84.4 percent of local casinos’ 
GGR across their 16 games of 
chance, including slot machines, at 
the end of the first half of the year. 
In comparison, roulette, Europe’s 
classic game of chance, generated a 
mere 0.75 percent of GGR.

At the end of the first half, 
Macau’s casinos operated 6,000 gam-
ing tables and 12,000 slot machines, 
according to the inspectorate.

Macau’s government-conces-
sioned casino industry was estab-
lished in 1849.

Meanwhile, according to the 
latest data from the Statistics and 
Census Bureau (DSEC), full-time 
gaming sector employees totalled 
52,772 at the end of the second 
quarter, accounting for 10.7 percent of 
Macau’s total labour force of 495,800 
between May and July 2026.

Figures released by the DSEC on 
Friday show that full-time gaming 
employees earned an average 
monthly salary of 28,660 patacas in 
June, a year-on-year increase of 4.6 
percent. Dealers, who made up 41.9 
percent of the sector’s total full-
time workforce, saw their average 
monthly salaries rise 1.5 percent to 
22,130 patacas. 
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Armindo Neves
The “Working Group for 

Urban Renewal Techniques and 
Coordination” and the “Specialised 
Working Group for the Renewal and 
Revitalisation of Pátio do Espinho”, 
headed by Secretary for Transport and 
Public Works Raymond Tam Wai Man, 
held their inaugural meeting yesterday.

According to a statement released 
yesterday by the Lands and Urban Con-
struction Bureau (DSSCU), the working 
groups have been established under the 
“Leadership Group for the Promotion 
of Urban Renewal”, which is chaired by 
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai.

During the meeting, according 
to the statement, Tam said that urban 
renewal is a key livelihood project in 
building a “Happy Macao” and also a 

priority under the 3rd Five-Year Plan. 
He urged all public entities to maintain 
close communication and proactive 
coordination so that the benefits of 
development can reach all residents.

The statement noted that Pátio do 
Espinho is located near the Ruins of St 
Paul’s, within the core area of the city’s 
UNESCO World Heritage buffer zone.

It is one of the few remaining 
traditional walled-village settlements in 
Macau and holds significant conservation 
and revitalisation value, the statement 
said, adding that the specialised group 
will conduct preliminary studies, using 
a district-wide coordinated planning 
approach to optimise the environmental 
space and improve street conditions, 
explore revitalisation options, and, at 
the same time, eliminate public safety 

hazards in the area, such as fire and 
sanitation risks.

Chi Lam Vai (aka Chi Lam Chuen 
– 茨林村), known in Portuguese as 
Pátio do Espinho (“Courtyard of the 
Thorn”), is a 400-year-old former 
walled village. It is situated just a 
street away from the UNESCO World 
Heritage-listed Na Tcha Temple – one 
of Macau’s two temples dedicated to 
the tutelary deity known in Mandarin 
as Nezha – and close to the Ruins of 
St Paul’s. 

One of the main tourist attractions 
of Chi Lam Vai is a café dedicated to 
Na Tcha. 

A play about Chi Lam Vai will be 
staged for three nights at the Macao 
Cultural Centre (CCM) in Nape from 
next Friday to Sunday. 

Working group aims to promote 
conservation & revitalisation of Chi Lam Vai

Secretary for Transport and Public Works Raymond Tam Wai Man (centre) chairs the inaugural meeting with members of the “Working 
Group for Urban Renewal Techniques and Coordination” and the “Specialised Working Group for the Renewal and Revitalization of Pátio 
do Espinho”. – Photo: Lands and Urban Construction Bureau (DSSCU)

Khalel Vallo
The Shenzhen Municipal People’s Government will issue 

1 billion yuan (1.2 billion patacas) in offshore renminbi-
denominated municipal government bonds in Macau early 
this month, marking the second consecutive year of such 
an issuance in the Macao Special Administrative Region 
(MSAR), according to a statement by the Monetary 
Authority of Macao (AMCM) yesterday.

“Renminbi” (“people’s currency”) is the official name of 
the nation’s legal tender, informally known as “yuan”.

With the support of the Ministry of Finance (MOF), the 
three-year bonds will be sustainable bonds* themed around 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) and offered exclusively to professional investors, the 
statement said.

Macau’s monetary regulator welcomed the issuance, 
saying it demonstrates support from the Central People’s 
Government and Shenzhen for Macau’s efforts to develop 
its bond market and promote the high-quality development 
of its financial sector, the statement noted, adding that 
the issuance would inject new momentum into Macau’s 
appropriate economic diversification.

Against the backdrop of the nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan 
and GBA development, the successive bond issuances are 
expected by AMCM to deepen financial cooperation between 
Shenzhen and Macau, and to broaden Macau’s range of green 
and sustainable finance products, the statement underlined.

According to the statement, the local government will 
continue strengthening the competitiveness of Macau’s 
bond market, aiming to attract more high-quality issuers and 
international investors, and supporting the development of 
the city’s bond market. 

* It functions as an umbrella term for fixed-income 
instruments designed to raise capital for projects with 
positive environmental or social impacts. – Gemini  

Shenzhen to issue 
1 billion yuan in 
municipal bonds 



Tony Wong in Hengqin

A one-day fact-finding tour of Hengqin 
was organised for Macau media 
workers last week, where they visited 

three facilities covering education and youth 
startups, and representatives from the three 
facilities briefed the local journalists about 
their operations and latest developments.

The three facilities visited on Thursday 
last week comprised the Macao Youth Startup 
Community Living Room, the Hengqin 
School Affiliated to Hou Kong Middle 
School, and the Macao-Hengqin International 
Education (University) Town First Phase.

The first facility was visited in the 
morning. After lunch, the media delegation 
visited the other two.

The tour, which the Post joined, aimed to 
enable Macau media workers to gain a better 
understanding of the latest achievements in 
Macau-Hengqin integrated development in 
the fields of education and youth startups.

The 106-square-kilometre island of 
Hengqin (“Horizontal Zither”) in Zhuhai City 
has been officially known as the Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin 
following its inauguration in September 2021. 
The adjacent island is three times the size of 
the Macao Special Administrative Region 
(MSAR).

The in-depth cooperation zone’s gover-
nance consists of a management committee 
and an executive committee.

The management committee is the zone’s 
top decision-making body, run under a dual-
director system jointly led by the governor 
of Guangdong Province and the chief 
executive of the MSAR. The zone’s executive 
committee is the body tasked with the zone’s 
daily functioning and execution of tasks.

There are nine bureaux administered 
under the zone’s executive committee.

Last week’s media trip was jointly 
organised by the Macao Government 
Information Bureau (GCS), the zone’s 
Administration and Legal Bureau, and the 
Publicity, Culture and Sports Department of 
the Central People’s Government Liaison 
Office in the MSAR.

The zone’s executive committee was 
restructured in June this year, when the 
former Legal Affairs Bureau and the former 
Administrative Affairs Bureau were merged into 
the current Administration and Legal Bureau.

Community living room offers 
young startups ‘low-cost, low-
threshold’ startup platform

During the visit to the Macao Youth 
Startup Community Living Room, Chinese 
Youth Advancement Association Executive 
President Xu Zhiwei briefed the journalists 
about the facility’s establishment and current 
operations.

The community living room is run by the 
Chinese Youth Advancement Association 
(Macao China) Guangdong Office. The 
facility is located in the podium of a residential 
estate in the northeastern area of Hengqin.

Macau’s Chinese Youth Advancement 

Association, which was established in 2005, 
set up its Guangdong office in July 2024.

The facility aims to help young people 
from Macau engage in business startups in 
Hengqin “without incurring cost”, providing 
comprehensive, full-cycle support services 
including mentoring, financing, and assistance 
with government administrative procedures.

Xu pointed out that young people 
engaging in business startups need to incur 
various types of operating costs while facing 
uncertainty about whether their business 
will become profitable. Consequently, his 
association set up the community living room 
aiming to provide them with a “low-cost, low-
threshold” startup platform.

Xu noted that the first phase of the 
community living room opened in July last 
year, while the second phase came into service 
in July this year. The two phases together cover 
a gross floor area of 2,000 square metres.

The community living room accepts 
Macau entrepreneurs aged between 18 and 
45. Those who have been accepted to settle 
in can use all its facilities free of charge 24/7, 
without having to pay any rent, electricity, 
water, or internet fees, Xu said.

The young entrepreneurs will have their 
own office space and can use various communal 
facilities, including living rooms and meeting 
rooms. Drinks, including coffee, are provided. 
The facility aims to provide young entrepreneurs 
with an environment “similar to a home living 
room” while they prepare for and pursue 
business startups, Xu said.

According to Xu, 42 startups have settled 
into the facility since its launch in July last 
year, 38 of which are still operating. The 
facility can accommodate up to 100 startups.

Hou Kong Hengqin school 
adopts IB education system

During the visit to the Hengqin School 
Affiliated to Hou Kong Middle School, 
Chan Hong, the affiliated school’s executive 
principal, gave the visiting media workers a 
briefing.

The school, located next to the Macau New 
Neighbourhood (MNN) residential estate 
in Hengqin, is run by Macau’s Hou Kong 
Middle School. The campus for kindergarten 
and primary school education, which is 
connected to the MNN estate via a corridor, 
started operating in September 2024, while 
the campus for secondary school education, 
construction of which was completed early 
this year, started operating yesterday. Last 
week’s media tour covered both campuses.

The secondary school campus is 
connected to the kindergarten and primary 
school campus via a footbridge.

Chan, a former member of the Macau 
Legislative Assembly (AL), is also a vice-
principal of Macau’s Hou Kong Middle School.

Chan noted that the Hengqin affiliated 
school accepts students who are Macau, Hong 
Kong, or Taiwan residents, as well as those 
holding foreign nationality.

Currently, she said, 99 percent of the 
students are Macau residents, while the 
remainder are the children of foreign teachers 
at the school.

Chan said that the Hengqin affiliated 
school adopts a student-centred philosophy. 
Its curriculum integrates school-based 
strengths with the IB international system, 
implementing enquiry-based learning from 
early childhood education onwards and 
highlighting strengths in languages, sport, and 
the arts. It has built a curriculum framework 
that complies with Macau’s educational 
framework while retaining school-based 
characteristics and aligning with international 
standards, Chan said.

According to Gemini, the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) fosters critical thinking 
and global understanding in students aged 
3 to 19. Its enquiry-based curriculum 
connects academic subjects directly to real-
world challenges. Ultimately, the system 
prepares well-rounded learners to thrive in an 
interconnected world.

The school has operated K1, K2, K3, P1, 
P2, and P3 classes since it opened. P4 classes 
were newly launched yesterday.

Following yesterday’s operational start, 
the secondary school will only run F1 classes 
during its first year.

Chan said that the entire Hengqin affiliated 
school has 970 students in total for the new 
2026/27 academic year. The school can 
ultimately accommodate up to 2,300 students 
once all classes are launched.

Hengqin university town
During the visit to the Macao-Hengqin 

International Education (University) Town 

First Phase, Macau Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ) Director 
Kong Chi Meng briefed the media delegation 
about the town.

The university town’s first phase, which 
started operating last month, consists of 
transitional teaching and research facilities 
in Hengqin used by three Macau public 
universities—namely the University of 
Macau (UM), the Macao Polytechnic 
University (MPU), and the Macao University 
of Tourism (UTM)—before the completion of 
their respective new campuses in Hengqin.

Dezhi Plaza (德智廣場) in Hengqin, a 
property development project consisting 
of about a dozen high-rise and low-rise 
buildings, was initially slated to operate as a 
“German City” commercial complex, but it 
has been converted into the university town’s 
first phase.

Kong noted that the university town’s first 
phase will only run postgraduate programmes, 
underlining that the second phase (UM’s 
new campus) and the third phase (the new 
campuses of MPU and UTM) will run both 
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes.

Kong said that the town’s first phase 
is currently running 39 postgraduate 
programmes, with about 1,400 students 
enrolled.

The first phase can accommodate up to 
2,000 students, Kong said, adding that the 
town’s three phases can accommodate 20,000 
students in total.

WEDNESDAY September 2, 2026The Macau Post Daily
GBA-OUR FUTURE
4 Your trusted source for real news 

Macau media explores Hengqin schools, start-ups

Media workers visit the secondary school of the Hengqin School Affiliated to Hou Kong Middle School.

Chan Hong briefs journalists about an AI classroom 
in the school.

Kong Chi Meng gives reporters a briefing at the 
university town.

Reporters visit the Macao-Hengqin International Education (University) Town First Phase.

Journalists enter the Macao Youth Startup 
Community Living Room in Hengqin during last 
Thursday’s tour. – Photos taken by Tony Wong

Xu Zhiwei briefs reporters in the community living 
room’s meeting room.
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Rui Pastorin 
Wynn Macau this year celebrates its 

20th anniversary, with the integrated resort 
operator to host two 15-minute drone shows 
this weekend to commemorate its two-
decade history.

Both shows are slated to start at 8:00 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday, with the events to 
feature 3,000 drones, Wynn Resorts said in a 
statement yesterday.

The first drone show will take place on 
Saturday at Wynn Macau’s Performance 
Lake in Nape, the statement noted. The 
second, meanwhile, will take place at Nam 
Van Lake on Sunday.  

The statement highlighted that the 
celebratory event is in line with the 
company’s 20th anniversary theme: “Two 
Decades of Shared Success, Committed 
to Partnership for a Sustainable Future” 

and embraces “Technology and Art” as its 
creative concept.

“Guided by the signature Wynn 
Butterfly, spectators will embark on a visual 
journey through two decades of growth and 
progress, celebrating the remarkable story 
Wynn and Macau have written together”, 
the integrated resort highlighted in the 
statement, encouraging members of the 
public to join in the celebration. 

Wynn Macau, the first of Wynn Resorts’ 
two properties in the city, opened on 
September 6, 2006. Together with its second 
tower Encore, which opened in 2010, the 
five-star luxury hotel boasts a total of 1,014 
rooms and suites. 

Meanwhile, Wynn Resorts’ second 
integrated property in Macau, the 28-storey 
Wynn Palace located in Cotai, opened on 
August 22, 2016. 

This photo downloaded from the Wynn Resorts website last night shows Wynn Macau in Nape. 

Khalel Vallo
The Macao Film and Television Industry 

Service Centre began its trial operation 
yesterday, providing consultation and referral 
services to help the city’s film and television 
industry connect with the Chinese mainland 
and expand market opportunities, according to 
a statement by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC). 

Established by the bureau, the centre is 
located at the IC headquarters in Praça do Tap 
Siac, the statement said, adding that its services 
include employment information and job 
referrals in the mainland, guidance on company 
registration procedures, and information on 
policies, regulations and copyright protection 
for film and television projects seeking to 
operate, film or distribute in the mainland.

The centre will also assist local film 
makers and television producers seeking to 
participate in mainland film festivals, the 

statement said, while providing information 
on filming permit applications, public 
screening classification and assessment, and 
the organisation of related activities in Macau. 

The statement underlined that briefings 
on mainland policies and industry exchange 
activities will also be organised. In order to 
facilitate access to resources in the mainland, 
the centre will establish a cooperation 
mechanism with the Guangdong Film and 
Television Comprehensive Service Platform, 
offering in-person and online enquiries as 
well as industry activities.

Industry members must make an 
appointment by email or telephone and 
provide preliminary details of their project, 
the statement noted, adding that enquiries or 
appointments can be made by contacting the 
bureau on 8399 6356 during office hours or 
by emailing isc.info@icm.gov.mo. 

This undated 

handout photo 

provided by 

the Cultural 

Affairs Bureau 

(IC) yesterday 

shows its 

Macao Film 

and Television 

Industry Service 

Centre at the IC 

headquarters 

on Praça do Tap 

Siac.

3,000 drones to take to sky for 
Wynn’s 20th anniversary light show

Macao Film & Television 
Industry Service Centre 

starts trial operation
Rui Pastorin

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) has 
issued the 43rd edition of its “Books and 
the City” newsletter, this time taking on the 
theme “Joyful Reading Community”.

There are again 3,000 free copies 
available at IC’s libraries, along with several 
bookshops and other art facilities, while one 
can also read the trilingual newsletter online.

Among this issues’ highlights are 
reflecting on the “Mobile Library” outreach 
service, along with other services provided 
by the Public Library such as its “10-Minute 
Reading” initiative that took books to public 
settings from hospitals to sports venues to 
encourage reading. It also highlights the 
“Book Delivery Service”.

This edition’s “Library Handbook” 
section meanwhile reviews the “Macao Just 

Read · National Reading Campaign Week 
2026” in April, along with venue reservation 
information, while the “Magnifying 
Glass” looks at the newly added electronic 
resources and themed book exhibitions to be 
held in the second half of the year.

One will also get a glimpse of life in 
Macau according to Macanese* writer 
Henrique de Senna Fernandes’ (1923-2010) 
1998 work “Mong-Há”, as introduced by the 
book’s translator Iok Lan Fu Barreto.

Meanwhile, trilingual book reviews, along 
with new book and magazine recommenda-
tions, are featured in the “New Launch”. 

* Customarily, the term “Macanese” 
refers to Macau’s community of mixed 
Portuguese and Asian descent, as well as 
their diaspora, accounting for   about 2.0 
percent of the population. – MPD

Children read books in front of the Mobile Library while it was parked at the Macao Science Centre 

(MSC). – Photo provided yesterday by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 

IC’s 43rd ‘Books and the City’ tackles 
‘Joyful Reading Community’
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Staff Reporter
A local male teenager lost 

HK$7,000 (7,210 patacas) from a 
nude chat scam on Sunday, Judiciary 
Police (PJ) spokeswoman Leong 
Sok Man said during a regular press 
conference yesterday.

According to Leong, the victim 
initiated a conversation with a 
person on social media at around 
4:00 a.m. on Sunday. The two 
continued chatting until about 
8:00 p.m., while they switched to 
the messaging app Telegram.

The person claimed to be a 
woman, Leong said.

Then at around 11:00 p.m., the 
victim engaged in a nude video 
chat with the “woman” for about a 
minute, Leong said. He did not see 
“her”.

Shortly afterwards, the “woman” 
sent the victim screenshots taken 
during the video chat and demanded 
HK$7,000, threatening to send the 
video to the victim’s social media 
contacts if he refused to comply.

Following “her” instructions, 
the victim purchased prepaid gift 
cards worth about HK$7,000 and 
provided the serial numbers and 
password to “her”.

“She” later instructed the victim 
to travel to Hong Kong, claiming 
that this was to delete the video and 
related data in front of him.

The victim subsequently grew 
suspicious and, after considering 
the situation, reported the case to 
the PJ on Monday, Leong said.

Leong added that the 
blackmailer used an English female 

name. However, the victim had 
never seen “her” face. During their 
social media exchanges, the person 
had repeatedly identified herself as 
female. 

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokeswoman 

Leong Sok Man looks on during yesterday’s 

regular press conference. – Photo: MPD

Teenager loses HK$7,000 
in ‘nude chat’ scam

Macau’s 3rd 5-Year Plan 
sparks new opportunities 

with Indonesia: Sam
Continued from p.1

Sam said that on the 
foundation of their existing 
sound cooperation, Macau and 
Indonesia will tap deeper into 
their potential, vigorously expand 
into new areas of collaboration, 
and raise bilateral relations to 
a higher level. This will better 
assist and promote all-round 
cooperation between China and 
ASEAN, working together to 
foster regional peace, prosperity, 
and stable development, he said.

Sam underlined that the 
MSAR Government is committed 
to promoting exchanges between 
Macau and Indonesia across all 
official and non-governmental 
levels. Macau will better le-
verage its role as an important 
bridgehead for China’s high-level 
opening-up and as a “precise con-
nector”, strengthening all-round 
pragmatic cooperation in trade 
and investment, conventions and 
exhibitions, tourism, and cultural 
exchanges.

Sam also said that as Indonesia 
is a major ASEAN nation and home 
to the ASEAN Secretariat, Macau 
expects to take the opportunity 
of enhancing cooperation with 
Indonesia to further raise the level 
of mutually beneficial cooperation 
between Macau and all ASEAN 
countries.

Indonesia, which has nearly 
290 million inhabitants, is Asia’s 
third most populous nation after 
India and China, and the world’s 
most populous Muslim-majority 
(87 percent) country.

Meanwhile, Sam met with 
Chinese Ambassador to ASEAN 
Wang Qing yesterday morning, 
where they exchanged views on 
deepening mutually-beneficial 
cooperation between Macau and 
ASEAN.

Sam said that the motherland 
has been supporting the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA) in the 
leveraging of its geographical 
and policy advantages to become 
a new pivot for growth in terms 
of cooperation with ASEAN. 
As an important member of the 
GBA, Macau is willing to utilise 
fully its strengths, in order to 
align with ASEAN, enhance 
shared development momentum, 
and make greater contributions 
to the nation’s ongoing efforts 
in comprehensive external 
cooperation.

Wang said he expects Macau 
to further enhance its cooperation 
with ASEAN in areas including 
trade and tourism by leveraging its 
unique advantage of being backed 
by the motherland and connected 
to the world. 

GYIRONG, Xizang – Restoring road 
access to the mudslide-hit Gyirong Port remains 
the top priority as rescue efforts continue 
in southwest China’s Xizang Autonomous 
Region, a local official said yesterday.

Nearly 700 personnel are involved in the 
effort to repair the G216 national highway 
leading to the port on the China-Nepal border, 
according to Norbu Tsering, deputy head of 
the emergency rescue headquarters and acting 
mayor of Xigaze City.

Drone footage seen by Xinhua reporters 
showed that by around 6:00 p.m. yesterday, 
crews had repaired the highway on a limited 
basis, allowing search and rescue vehicles 
access to within some 700 meters of the port.

The final stretch of the highway to Gyirong 
Port was severely damaged by the mudslide, 
cutting off road access and hampering rescue 
operations in the disaster area.

While road repairs continue, rescuers 
have spent four consecutive days searching a 
0.7-square-kilometer area around the border 
gate using life detectors and other equipment, 
Norbu Tsering said.

Heavy rainfall is expected over the next 
two days, while supplies and additional 
personnel are being airlifted into the core 
disaster area to sustain rescue operations.

The mudslide, caused by an ice-rock avalanche 
in Nepal, hit Gyirong Port on August 26, claiming 
16 lives and leaving 546 others missing at the 
border port as of 6:00 p.m. Saturday, accord-
ing to the regional government’s latest update.

More than 2,000 personnel have joined 
the search and rescue operations, including 
those from the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA), the People’s Armed Police Force and 
China Anneng, a state-owned engineering and 
rescue enterprise.

The PLA Western Theater Command’s 
air force deployed drones yesterday to 
monitor changes in high-risk areas, providing 
information to support disaster response and 
coordination of rescue operations.

A unit of the People’s Armed Police Force 
used machinery in coordinated operations 
to level an open work area covering several 
hundred square meters, creating space for 
emergency support personnel and resources 
to be positioned closer to the disaster zone.

A medical and epidemic prevention team 

provided medical and psychological support 
and disinfected affected areas. The team is 
also working to meet the basic medical and 
epidemic prevention needs of rescue workers 
and disaster-affected residents.

Following the mudslide, China’s 
meteorological authorities have launched 
coordinated sky-ground observation for 
Gyirong Port, employing satellites, weather 
radars and ground-based stations to support 
weather monitoring and forecasting services 
in the affected areas, according to the China 

Meteorological Administration yesterday.
To address challenges posed for 

meteorological monitoring and forecasting 
due to complex terrain in the areas, the 
administration has coordinated the use of 
observation equipment, including Fengyun 
meteorological satellites, in key areas such as 
the disaster zone, barrier lake areas, upstream 
catchment zones and downstream river banks.

As of 5:00 p.m. yesterday, telecom 
operators in Xizang had restored one base 
station and added 12 emergency base stations 
in areas affected by the mudslide, ensuring 
uninterrupted communications for emergency 
command, rescue operations and supply 
coordination.

After the disaster, telecom operators 
dispatched repair teams and activated all-
operator emergency mode and 5G roaming 
services to improve coverage in the border area.

The barrier lake above the Gyirong Port 
has been fully drained and risks associated 
with it are now under control, according to an 
assessment by a team of experts yesterday.

Earlier radar surveys put the barrier lake’s 
area at about 0.1 square kilometers with up 
to 2.2 million cubic meters of water. Rescue 
workers closely monitored water inflows 
and changes in the dam through on-site 
observation, video surveillance and slope-
monitoring radar.

The charity federation of Xigaze has 
issued a public notice on donation channels 
for disaster relief, accepting bank transfers 
and on-site donations.

Meanwhile, China has dispatched the 
second batch of emergency humanitarian aid 
for Nepal, including water purification and 
lighting equipment, genetic testing devices 
and drones.    – Xinhua

KATHMANDU – Another 
batch of Chinese relief supplies 
and experts arrived in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, by air yesterday, as part of 
Chinese aid efforts following the 
deadly mudslide last Wednesday.

Tailored to Nepal’s on-the-
ground needs, the aid package 
includes urgently required items 
such as drones, DNA testing devices 

and reagents, water-purification 
equipment, and lighting gear.

The aid came after China sent its 
first batch of relief supplies to Nepal 
on Sunday.

Five DNA identification 
specialists, forming the third 
team of Chinese aid experts for 
Nepal, were on the same flight. 
Upon their arrival, the Chinese 

DNA identification experts headed 
straight to the disaster-hit areas to 
assist Nepalese authorities with 
relief operations.

Nepalese authorities said 
yesterday that the death toll from 
the massive mudslide had risen 
to 1,068, with 4,606 people still 
missing. (More on p.9) 

– Xinhua

Restoring road access to mudslide-hit border port remains top priority

An aerial drone photo taken yesterday shows a road emergency repair site in Gyirong County, southwest 

China’s Xizang Autonomous Region. The damaged section of G216 national highway leading to the 

Gyirong Port in Gyirong County was reduced to only 700 meters by around 6 p.m. yesterday. Restoring 

road access to the mudslide-hit Gyirong Port remains the top priority as rescue efforts continue, according 

to Norbu Tsering, deputy head of the emergency rescue headquarters and acting mayor of Xigaze City, 

where Gyirong County is located.                 – Xinhua

China sends new relief supplies, DNA 
experts to Nepal after deadly mudslide
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BISHKEK – President Xi Jinping yester-
day called on the Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SCO) to shoulder the responsibility 
of the times and work together to advance a 
more just and equitable global governance.

Xi made the remarks in his speech at the 
“SCO Plus” meeting in the Kyrgyz capital of 
Bishkek.

“The meeting today focuses on 
strengthening the role of the United 
Nations and building a multipolar world, 
and it demonstrates SCO’s commitment to 
reforming and improving global governance 
as required by our times,” Xi said

“Currently, major changes unseen in a 
century are accelerating across the globe. 
Hegemonism, unilateralism and protectionism 
are resurging against historical trends. 
Nevertheless, the overwhelming majority 
of the world do not condone power politics, 
conflict and confrontation, or isolation and 
backwardness,” he added.

What they want instead, Xi said, is to hold 
a place on the world stage through national 
development and international cooperation.

Xi noted that in recent years, the rise of 
the Global South is driving a profound shift 
in the international balance of power, adding 
that the trend toward a multipolar world is 
irreversible.

“What kind of multipolarity does the world 
need? How are countries going to take part in 
and promote it? The international community 
should build consensus and make the right 
choice that can stand the test of practice and 
history,” Xi said.

Noting that as a responsible major country, 
China advocates for an equal and orderly 
multipolar world, Xi said sovereign equality 
and mutual respect are fundamental principles; 
balance, order and the rule of law are inherent 
requirements; multilateralism, dialogue and 
consultation are essential pathways; mutual 
benefit, win-win and inclusiveness are the 
way forward for development.

“We should ensure equal rights, equal 
opportunities and equal rules for all countries, 

regardless of their size, strength and wealth,” 
Xi said, adding that “as an important part of 
a multipolar world and a key driving force 
behind it, the Global South countries ought 
to have greater representation and voice in 
international affairs.”

He called on various parties to promote 
the common values of humanity, reject 
double standards, exceptionalism, foreign 
interference, bullying and the law of the 
jungle, and advance the rule of law in 
international relations.

“Major countries in particular should take 
the lead in observing international norms and 
honoring the rule of law, and work together to 
tackle global challenges,” he added.

Xi also said that world affairs should be 
discussed by all, and international norms 

should be set by all.
“The authority and vitality of the United 

Nations need to be restored. Multilateral 
mechanisms, global and regional, should 
enhance their coordination and improve their 
efficiency,” he said.

“We should focus on the development 
agenda, uphold openness and cooperation, 
and bridge the digital and AI divides, so that 
technological revolution and development 
achievements can benefit all nations,” Xi added.

Xi noted that after a 25-year journey, the 
SCO has successfully set a stellar example 
in conducting relations among big countries, 
among neighbors, and among countries of 
different sizes.

The SCO, Xi said, has successfully brought 
together half of the world’s population and 

a quarter of the global economy, generating 
strong driving forces for development, adding 
that a more united and vibrant SCO is fully 
capable of making greater contributions to a 
multipolar world.

“It is important that SCO member states 
and partners ride the trend of history and 
shoulder the responsibility of our times. 
Let us take the people-centered and action-
oriented approach, jointly advocate an equal 
and orderly multipolar world, make global 
governance more just and equitable, and 
build a community with a shared future for 
humanity,” Xi said.

To further enhance the SCO’s role, Xi 
called for advancing common prosperity in 
the vast continent straddling Asia and Europe 
with the SCO Strength.

“We should continue to leverage our 
strengths, unlock our potential, and connect 
the multiple growth poles across the 
continent through high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation. We should empower each other, 
help each other succeed, and work together to 
create new opportunities and promote shared 
prosperity,” Xi said.

“We should promote the development and 
rise of the Global South through the SCO 
Wisdom,” Xi said, calling on various parties to 
“carry forward the Shanghai Spirit, strengthen 
and expand the SCO Plus partnerships, and 
jointly speak up for peace, foster synergy for 
development, build bridges for cooperation, 
and pave the way for win-win outcomes.”

Xi also proposed that the SCO countries 
should guide the reform and improvement of 
global governance through the SCO Action.

“We should stay committed to 
building partnerships rather than alliances, 
and engaging in dialogue rather than 
confrontation,” he said.

Xi also called for sticking to the principle 
of “planning together, building together and 
benefiting together” to encourage equal 
participation in global governance by all 
countries and ensure all will benefit from it.

– Xinhua

President Xi Jinping delivers an important speech during the “Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

Plus” meeting in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, yesterday. 

Interview by Xinhua writers Shao Haijun 
and Li Hong

AMSTERDAM – Chinese literary 
classics carry profound reflections on 
philosophy, culture and human life, offering 
Dutch readers a different perspective on the 
modern world. Bringing these works to Dutch 
readers through high-quality translation can 
help build a cultural bridge between China 
and the Netherlands, a Dutch publisher said.

“We believe that having knowledge of your 
deeper cultural traditions is still important for 
understanding who you are today,” Sander van 
Vlerken, publisher of Athenaeum Publishing 
House, told Xinhua in a recent interview.

Founded in September 1962, Athenaeum 
has focused on publishing classical literature 
and non-fiction from different periods and 
culture. For many years, its list was dominated 
by the classics of ancient Greece and Rome. 
About 15 years ago, the publishing house 
broadened its scope to include classics from 
other parts of the world.

“Culture is more than just ancient 
Europe,” van Vlerken said. “We expanded 
our list, and Asian literature, including 
literature from China and other countries, 
also became important to us.”

Chinese literature subsequently became 
part of this broader effort to introduce 
different cultural traditions to Dutch readers. 
One of the publishing house’s most ambitious 
projects was its Dutch edition of Dream of 
the Red Chamber, one of China’s four great 
classical novels. The translation, produced 
by three sinologists, took around 13 years to 
complete.

“Dream of the Red Chamber was a huge 
success in every aspect, not only in terms of 
sales, but also in terms of reviews and the 
feedback we received from booksellers, 
press and readers,” van Vlerken said.

The response also extended beyond the 
conventional book market. Cultural events 
were organized around the novel, including a 
gathering at a Chinese teahouse in Amsterdam 
that explored the role of music in the work.

For van Vlerken, the experience 
demonstrated that a Chinese classic can reach 
Dutch readers not only as a literary work, but 
also as a gateway to the country’s history, 
philosophy, art and cultural traditions.

Athenaeum has also published a Dutch 
translation of Sunzi’s The Art of War last 
year, translated directly from Chinese by 
Dutch translator Mark Leenhouts. Van 

Vlerken said the decision to publish the work 
was particularly relevant at a time when 
armed conflicts have once again emerged in 
different parts of the world.

“One reason we decided to translate 
something from Chinese at this particular 
moment is that, in an age when there are 
wars again in the world, we can go back to 
the classics and see how people in ancient 
times thought about war,” he said.

In Athenaeum’s introduction to The Art of 
War, the work is described as one of the most 
famous texts in the Chinese literary tradition 
and one of the world’s best-known classical 
treatises on warfare. Its emphasis on avoiding 
warfare and minimizing the waste of lives and 
resources offers a perspective that can still 
resonate with contemporary readers.

The choice of which Chinese classics to 
translate, however, is not simply a matter 
of selecting famous works. Van Vlerken 
said Athenaeum considers both the cultural 
significance and literary quality of a book.

“It has to be deeply grounded in the 
literary, philosophical or cultural tradition of 
the country it comes from, and it also has to 
have the literary quality that goes with that,” 
he said.

Translation itself is central to this process. 
Translating a Chinese classic into Dutch 
involves far more than transferring words 
from one language to another. Historical 
references, philosophical concepts, poetry, 
symbolism and cultural assumptions often 
require interpretation and contextualization.

“We work very closely with many of 
our translators,” van Vlerken said. “In some 
cases, we treat them almost as authors-as real 
creators-because they are so familiar with the 
work.”

The translator therefore becomes more 
than a linguistic intermediary. By making 
a work understandable and meaningful to 
readers from another cultural background, 
the translator helps build a bridge between 
two literary traditions.

Looking ahead, Athenaeum plans to 
continue publishing Chinese literature on 
a small but sustained scale. Future projects 
include Chinese poetry featuring works by 
Li Bai and Du Fu, as well as an anthology of 
Chinese poetry.

“We take small, but significant steps,” 
van Vlerken said, “as I think these are the 
most durable ones, so will have a more long-
lasting effect.”                 – Xinhua

Chinese literary classics can help build cultural bridge between China, 
the Netherlands: Dutch publisher

Xi calls on SCO to work toward more just, equitable 
global governance
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Kuching, Malaysia
KUCHING, Malaysia – Air 

quality in Malaysia’s Sarawak state 
deteriorated further yesterday as smoke 
from Indonesian forest fires drove up 
respiratory complaints and sent residents 
scrambling for protective masks.

Six districts in Sarawak, on 
Borneo, recorded hazardous Air 
Pollutant Index (API) readings, 
including the state capital, Kuching, 
where the API hit 407.

Under national guidelines, levels 
above 300 are classed as hazardous, 
while readings beyond 500 could prompt 
consideration of a local emergency.

Schools in Kuching shut two 
weeks ago, and the state has seen 
supplies of haze-rated masks dwindle.

Resident Ivana Mason, 37, said 
five pharmacies she visited had sold 
out of respirators designed to filter 
fine particles.

“The only ones available were 
standard medical masks, which aren’t 
effective at protecting against fine 
haze particles,” she told AFP.

Mason said the worsening air had 
also affected her health, causing a sore 
throat and aggravating her asthma.

“I’ve been sneezing non-stop, and 
my eyes are constantly watery,” she 
said, adding that the haze had forced 
her to stop going to her usual non-
air-conditioned gym and limit trips 
outside.

“If I do, I can literally taste the 
smoke in my mouth.”

Local pharmacist Dawi Bakri, 
31, said demand for masks had risen 
significantly since the haze worsened, 
making it difficult to maintain 
sufficient stocks.

“All types of masks have been 
selling faster than usual,” he said.

Md Khairulanwar Asri, 33, an 
occupational therapist at Sarawak 
Heart Centre, warned that poor air 
could hit people with existing heart 
or respiratory conditions, as well 
as elderly patients with multiple 
ailments.

“People exposed to poor air quality 
could experience coughing, throat and 
eye irritation, and shortness of breath.

“These symptoms can also affect 

a person’s endurance and ability to 
comfortably carry out daily activities, 
particularly activities that require 
physical exertion,” Khairulanwar 
said.

Sarawak has been among the 
worst-affected areas in the latest haze 
episode, as smoke from Indonesian 
forest and land fires drifts across the 
border.

Malaysia’s health ministry has 
reported rising cases of asthma and 
conjunctivitis nationwide as air 
quality worsens.

Sarawak authorities said cloud-
seeding operations could begin as 
early as tomorrow if the weather 
allows.           – AFP

An aerial view shows haze shrouding the area around the Sarawak Legislative Assembly 

building (top) in Kuching, the capital city of Sarawak state on the island of Borneo 

yesterday.           – AFP

MANILA – A Philippine couple 
tied the knot yesterday at a Catholic 
church swamped in hip-deep waters, 
as heavy rains have pummelled large 
parts of the country for a month.

Clutching a bouquet of white 
blooms and clad in an off-shoulder 
white gown, Leian Lieza Galang 
gingerly waded into the murky brown 
floodwaters inside the Saint John the 
Baptist church in Hagonoy town, 
north of Manila, to wed Gilbert Chico.

“We were in complete uniform. 
We did not mind that our gown and 
coat got soaked,” the groom told AFP.

The parish priest declared the 
couple, both in their 30s, husband and 
wife at an abbreviated late-morning 
ceremony, said wedding photographer 
Mikko Rey Alfonso.

“The parish had advised them 
to postpone the wedding due to the 
rising floodwaters from upstream. 
It was their decision to proceed,” 
Alfonso told AFP, adding the church 
had been partially underwater for 
nearly a month.

“Since they wanted to see it 
through, we the servants of the parish 
did the best we could to make this a 

special day for them.”
Heavier-than-usual seasonal mon-

soon rains pounded the northern third 
of the mainly Catholic archipelago in 
August, with resulting landslides and 
flash floods killing 34 people, accord-
ing to the latest official tally.

“They love each other. Nothing 
could stop their union,” Alfonso said.

A video clip of the wedding posted 
on the parish’s Facebook page showed 
the bride being hugged by her parents 
in front of empty pews adorned with 
plastic flower bouquets.

One photo showed a boy holding 
the wedding rings walking down 
the aisle – with floodwater up to his 
waist.

The bride and groom arrived 
together aboard a rickshaw with an 
elevated chassis, keeping their clothes 
pristine before they got off at the 
church courtyard, Chico said.

To allow the bride to safely 
navigate the floodwaters, she had to 
“have her wedding gown altered to 
shorten the train”, Alfonso said.

Fewer than 15 people were in 
attendance, he added.

Chico, who works as a rigger in 
the Middle East, said the wedding was 
originally planned for December.

An ankle injury during a 
recreational game of basketball 
however forced him to come home for 
vacation earlier than planned. He used 
the downtime to hold the wedding 
before returning to work.         – AFP

This handout photo taken and received yesterday from Ang Tinig – St. John the Baptist 

Parish Hagonoy, Bulacan, Philippines shows couple Leian Lieza Galang and Gilbert 

Chico facing the altar during their wedding ceremony in a flooded church in Hagonoy 
town.            – AFP

BANGKOK – A Thai court has sentenced a 25-year-old 
activist to two years in prison for violating the country’s strict 
royal insult law, a rights group said, with her lawyer yesterday 
vowing to appeal.

A criminal court convicted Tantawan Tuatulanon on Monday 
over a livestream she aired near a royal motorcade in March 2022, 
legal advocacy group Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR) 
said in a statement.

The court found Tantawan intended to defame Thailand’s 
highly revered monarchy when she questioned the conduct of 
police who dispersed farmers protesting along the route of King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn’s motorcade in the capital Bangkok.

The court said she had insulted the monarchy on multiple 
occasions, showing her conduct was “not a good-faith exercise of 
rights”, the group said.

Tantawan denied charges of breaching Thailand’s strict lese-
majeste law.

Her lawyer Khumklao Songsomboon told AFP that she would 
file an appeal, insisting on her client’s innocence.

“This is simply an exercise of freedom of speech questioning 
the police’s work and right to assembly,” said Khumklao.

“We have fought this far and will definitely continue to do so.”
Tantawan was granted bail pending her appeal, with a condition 

barring her from travelling abroad.
The court also fined her 600 baht (US$18) for disobeying an 

official’s order, according to TLHR.
Tantawan was previously detained over the same incident, on 

both occasions going on a hunger strike, the group said.
Tantawan and another activist were also arrested in 2024 for 

allegedly chasing the royal motorcade of the king’s sister, Princess 
Sirindhorn, and were charged with sedition and computer crimes, 
with court proceedings still pending, lawyer Khumklao said.

Under Section 112 of Thailand’s criminal code, anyone 
convicted of insulting, defaming or threatening the king or his 
family can face a prison sentence of up to 15 years per offence.

Legal observers and rights campaigners say the legislation is 
interpreted so broadly that it has become a tool to target dissent.

Nearly 300 people have been charged under lese-majeste since 
pro-democracy protests in 2020, according to TLHR.

The demonstrations saw tens of thousands of mostly young 
people take to the streets of the capital, some of whom openly 
criticised the monarchy.             – AFP

BANGKOK – Thailand will halve the length of visa-free stays 
for tourists from more than 60 countries and territories to 30 days, 
effective September 15, the foreign ministry said yesterday.

Tourism is vital to the Southeast Asian nation’s economy, but 
officials say the move is part of an effort to curb crime involving 
foreign nationals.

A string of recent arrests has included foreigners accused of 
drug offences, sex trafficking and operating businesses such as 
hotels and schools without proper permits.

Under Thailand’s current tourism scheme, travellers from 
more than 90 countries – including Europe’s 29-nation Schengen 
area, China, India, the United States and several South American 
countries – are eligible to visit for up to 60 days without a visa.

The reduction to 30 days visa-free applies to over 60 countries 
and territories, including China, the United States and 27 EU 
countries, the Thai foreign ministry’s consular affairs department 
said yesterday.

The visa-free status for around 20 other countries was unclear, 
with a foreign ministry official declining to comment yesterday.

Visitors from Peru, Brazil and South Korea will be granted 90-
day visa-free stays, up from 60 previously.

Tourists will be able to extend their stays once, at the discretion 
of an immigration officer, a government spokeswoman told AFP 
in May when the cabinet approved the measure.

Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow said that month that the 
plan to trim visa-free visits was part of a crackdown on individuals 
abusing the visa system by committing crimes in the country.

Thailand has attracted 20.9 million foreign tourists since the 
beginning of the year, down three percent on the same period in 
2025, according to the latest official figures.           – AFP

Philippine couple married in hip-deep 
!oodwaters

‘Literally tasting the smoke’: 
Malaysians su"er as haze worsens

Thailand sentences 
activist over royal 

motorcade livestream

Thailand shortens visa-
free stays for dozens of 

nations from Sept 15
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NEW DELHI – India’s 
Supreme Court called off criminal 
investigations yesterday against 
most of the protesters who took 
part in demonstrations over the 
leak of a medical exam paper 
that forced the resignation of the 
education minister.

The court invoked its special 
constitutional powers to provide 
relief to protesters who joined 
demonstrations led by the online 
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) 
movement in July.

The demonstrations turned 
violent when police clashed with 
tens of thousands of protesters in 
New Delhi on July 20 as they tried 
to march towards the parliament.

Clashes also broke out in other 
states, including Bihar and West 
Bengal.

Police filed cases against 
hundreds of students, accusing 
them of rioting, violence and 
damaging public property.

“If both sides show good faith, 
then all issues can be resolved one 
by one,” Chief Justice Surya Kant 
said as he passed the order.

The court also directed 
the government to provide 
compensation within three 
months to the families of students 
who reportedly died by suicide 
following the exam paper leak.

Following the court’s directions 
yesterday, the CJP said it was 

withdrawing its plans for a protest in 
Delhi on Saturday, Ashutosh Ranka, 
a CJP spokesman, said in a statement.

However, investigations would 
continue against 2,873 protesters 
who have prior criminal records, 
the Press Trust of India reported.

The demonstrations were 
sparked by anger over the paper 
leak, but grew into a wider 
movement over unemployment, 
opportunities for young people 
and what critics describe as 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
increasingly authoritarian rule.

The protests proved to be the 
biggest challenge that Modi has 
faced after winning a third term in 
2024.      – AFP

KABUL – Afghanistan has 
slipped from international attention 
despite the “extreme needs” of its 
people, an International Committee 
of the Red Cross senior official said 
Monday, urging the world “not to 
abandon Afghan communities”.

ICRC director of operations 
Yasmine Praz Dessimoz told AFP in 
an interview in Kabul that Afghans 
are “struggling to survive with 
significant humanitarian needs” and 
a collapsing health system.

One million Afghan children 
face life-threatening malnutrition, 
while 3.7 million suffer from acute 

malnutrition, the United Nations 
children’s agency UNICEF warned 
last week.

Owing to the decrease in 
international aid, 100 clinics that 
had treated malnutrition in children 
have closed across the country, the 
UN said recently.

Afghanistan remains among 
the top five ICRC operations 
worldwide, but due to funding 
cuts “we had to make those 
difficult choices in order to remain 
alongside the Afghan population,” 
Praz Dessimoz said.

“Afghan people need national 

and international support,” she 
added.

The ICRC supports 46 clinics 
and seven rehabilitation centres 
across Afghanistan, including 
services for people wounded in 
conflict or by unexploded ordnance.

It has made the Durand Line, 
a colonial-era frontier that Kabul 
has never formally recognised, a 
priority, focusing on communities 
affected by the conflict between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan as it can 
engage with parties on both sides.

Clashes between the 
neighbouring countries intensified 

last October and continued into 
the spring, displacing thousands of 
people in Afghanistan and killing 
and wounding hundreds of civilians.

Praz Dessimoz expressed 
concern over the restrictions 
imposed on women by Taliban 
authorities, including bans on 
education higher than primary 
school and certain professions.

“We could keep our female 
staff in our health support,” but the 
major concern is “what is next? 
Because if the new generation is not 
educated, then there won’t be any 
replacement”.

She stressed the importance of 
women health workers, “in order 
then to deliver (care) and to be close 
to a woman”.

In her week-long visit, she 
met Deputy Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Hanafi and Foreign Minister 
Amir Khan Muttaqi.

“What is important is to be 
able to engage, to be able to have a 
dialogue with them,” Praz Dessimoz 
said.

The Taliban government, which 
returned to power five years ago, 
is officially recognised only by 
Russia.       – AFP

India’s top court drops criminal cases against protesters

Afghan people should ‘not be abandoned’: top Red Cross o!cial

Bhutan’s Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay addresses the Global Conscious Food 

Systems Summit in Paro, Bhutan yesterday.                – AFP
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JERUSALEM – Sara Netanyahu, the wife 
of the Israeli prime minister, has claimed an 
opposition figure was aware of the plan for 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack before it 
happened.

Her remarks, which triggered outrage 
across Israel’s opposition, highlight the 
country’s deep political polarisation ahead of 
close-fought elections on October 27.

In a television interview broadcast on 
Monday evening (local time), Sara Netanyahu 
lashed out at Yair Golan, the former deputy 
military chief of staff who heads Israel’s 
centre-left Democrats party.

On the morning of October 7, upon 
hearing about the Hamas attack, Golan rushed 
to southern Israel to rescue at least six people 
at the site of the Nova music festival, where at 

LONDON – A sell-off of bonds from key 
countries worldwide deepened yesterday, 
sending government borrowing costs soaring 
and equities lower as investors fretted that 
energy-driven inflation would force central 
bankers to hike interest rates.

The latest bout of fighting between the 
United States and Iran pushed oil prices 
higher, stoking fears of tighter monetary 
policy that could weigh on economic growth.

Heavy bond selling sent the interest rate 
on 30-year UK government bonds to the 
highest since 1998, while the 10-year yield 
surged to a level not seen since the global 
financial crisis of 2007-08.

Japan’s 10-year bond yield touched a 
30-year high of three percent, reflecting 
worries about plans for massive government 
spending.

The yield on the 30-year US Treasury 
bond stood at just under 5.3 percent, not 
far from levels last seen in 2007, while the 
10-year yield rose to its highest level since 
January 2025.

“The bond sell-off has... been a global 
affair,” said Deutsche Bank’s Jim Reid.

He said the “main culprit was the weekend 
escalation in the Middle East that saw the US 
and Iran exchange strikes for the first time 
since late July”.

But Patrick O’Hare at Briefing.com 
pointed to underlying fears about inflation 
and government deficits.

“The result has been a steady uplift 
for sovereign bond yields that has stirred 
competition concerns for stocks, as well as 
general growth concerns,” he said.

Wall Street’s main stock indices were 
firmly in the red in late morning trading.

European stocks ended lower, with 
sentiment hit by official data showing that 
eurozone inflation hit a three-year high at 3.3 
percent in August, cementing expectations 
that the European Central Bank (ECB) would 
raise interest rates next week.

Oil prices jumped over two percent 
yesterday as traders continued to react to the 
US and Iran resuming military action for the 
first time in weeks and US President Donald 
Trump threatened to hit Iran “hard”.

After six months of war, the conflict 
remains at an impasse, with Tehran keeping 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz closed and 
Washington maintaining a counter-blockade 
of Iranian ports.

“With Trump now threatening further 
action against Iran, including against Kharg 
Island, Iran’s key oil export hub, supply 
worries are once again front and centre,” said 
Susannah Streeter, chief investment strategist 
at Wealth Club.

Traders are now awaiting key economic 
data ahead of the US Federal Reserve’s policy 
meeting on September 16.

The jobs and consumer price index reports 
could play a major role in whether the bank 
lifts rates, with bets on an increase surging 
after Fed chair Kevin Warsh gave a hawkish 
speech on Friday.

Data released yesterday showed slowing 
US manufacturing growth and jobs openings 
figures came in below expectations.

Asian stock markets were also lower 
yesterday, with Tokyo, Hong Kong and 
Shanghai all falling.

The yen weakened against the US dollar 
despite US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent 
telling CNBC he expected Japan to support 
the currency, which has lost half the gains 
made in a historic joint intervention after it hit 
a 40-year low.

The comments were seen as a signal for 
the Bank of Japan to tighten monetary policy 
when it meets this month.

In company news, shares in the fast-
fashion giant Shein slumped 10 percent at one 
point on its long-awaited Hong Kong trading 
debut, having raised US$1.7 billion in a high-
profile initial public offering (IPO).      

– AFP

In this pool photo distributed by the Russian state agency Sputnik, Russia’s President Vladimir Putin 

(right) and Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian shake hands during a meeting on the sidelines of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, yesterday.       – AFP 

Netanyahu’s wife shares conspiracy theory 
about opposition !gure

Global bond sell-o" deepens 
on in#ation woes

least 370 people were killed.
Netanyahu’s wife claimed that Golan was 

“already dressed and ready” at dawn that day, 
“while others knew nothing, including the 
prime minister”.

Sara Netanyahu’s interview was broadcast 
on Israel’s Channel 14, which is close to the 
government. The comments triggered swift 
outrage from the opposition.

In a post on X, Golan threatened to sue 
the first lady for 2.5 million shekels (around 
US$830,000) unless she issued “an apology 
within 24 hours and compensation to be 
donated to survivors of the Nova” festival.

“Sara Netanyahu spread a false conspiracy 
in an attempt to rewrite October 7, turning 
those who went out to save lives into traitors 
and those who abandoned Israel’s security 
into victims,” he said, in a jab at the prime 
minister.

Netanyahu, Israel’s longest-serving 
prime minister who has billed himself as 
the guarantor of the country’s safety, has 
deflected blame for the attack, saying that 
security officials should have woken him 
from his sleep.

Golan’s party said it strongly condemned 
Sara Netanyahu’s “vile and deceitful” 
remarks.

“Spreading conspiracies against Major 

General Yair Golan, and smearing his heroism 
on October 7, is crossing a red line that 
borders on insanity,” it wrote on X.

Gadi Eisenkot, a former army chief who 
has emerged as the frontrunner to challenge 
Netanyahu, slammed the “mad conspiracy of 
betrayal” spread by the premier’s wife.

In a post on X, he said the comments were 
“intended only to stoke hatred and perpetuate 
Netanyahu’s rule”.

Sara Netanyahu’s accusations reflect 
recurrent conspiracy theories among a part of 
the Israeli political class.

According to a poll conducted for Channel 
13 in August, 40 percent of Israelis, and 63 
percent of voters for the current right-wing 
coalition, believe that internal treason led to 
the October 7 attack – the deadliest day in 
Israel’s history.

Hamas’s attack on Israel resulted in the 
deaths of 1,221 people, according to an AFP 
tally based on official Israeli figures.

Militants also took 251 hostages, 44 of 
them already dead, into Gaza.

Israel responded with a massive offensive 
in Gaza that has killed at least 73,462 people, 
according to the Palestinian territory’s health 
ministry, which operates under Hamas 
authority and whose figures are considered 
reliable by the United Nations.      – AFP
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Alex Pigman
CHAPEL HILL – Elon Musk 

yesterday urged the G20 to tread 
softly on regulating tech and AI, 
saying European-style rules inhibit 
innovation.

Musk also made a defence of 
building data centres to meet the needs 
of the AI revolution, amid a growing 
backlash against their construction in 
the United States ahead of midterm 
elections later this year.

The Tesla and SpaceX chief was 
participating virtually in a tech-fo-
cused G20 meeting in North Carolina 
amid a global debate on how govern-
ments should address the dangers and 
promise of artificial intelligence.

The Trump administration is 
largely committed to a hands-off 
approach that would leave the 
industry to find ways to self-regulate, 
even as companies race furiously to 
stay ahead in AI despite the risks.

In a sign that his administration 
is loath to create any obstacle for 
the AI industry, President Donald 
Trump on Monday attacked 
opponents of AI data centers, saying 
they would end up “backwards and 
poor” and were helping rival China.

At the meeting in Chapel Hill, 
home to the University of North 
Carolina, a leading US research 
hub, Musk said the AI data centres 
were badly needed to fill a “power 
shortfall” in meeting AI needs.

He insisted that data centre 
builders should be paying their fair 
share of tax, but that the technology 
world was in urgent need of the AI 
capacity the data centres provide.

With ministers from EU members 
France, Italy and Germany sitting in 
the room – as well as EU tech chief 
Henna Virkkunen – Musk slammed 
EU policies for inhibiting technology.

“You have to have an 
environment that’s relatively free of 
regulation, meaning that new things 
must be default legal as opposed to 
default illegal,” Musk said.

“In the EU, for example, we 
find that the regulation level is 
extraordinarily high, and things 
are generally default illegal, and 

this inhibits progress with new 
technologies,” he added.

“It doesn’t ultimately stop it, but 
it slows it down quite considerably,” 
he said, in arguments that EU 
officials in Brussels firmly reject.

The United States holds the 
rotating G20 presidency this year 
and is hosting a series of ministerial 
meetings ahead of a leaders’ 
summit that Trump will convene 
on December 14-15 at his Trump 
National Doral resort in Miami.

Washington has framed its host year 
around limiting regulatory burdens 
and promoting new technologies.

The Chapel Hill meeting is 
organised by White House Office 
of Science and Technology Policy 
Director Michael Kratsios and 
Commerce Secretary Howard 
Lutnick, who want attendees to 
commit to light-touch AI regulation.

The meeting is spread over 
two days, with Nvidia’s Jensen 
Huang and OpenAI’s Sam Altman 
expected in person today for fireside 
chats with Lutnick.

Google DeepMind boss Demis 
Hassabis and Meta chief Mark 
Zuckerberg will also participate virtually.

At the meeting, Kratsios is 
defending something called the 
Carolina Principles, a policy under 
which governments commit to 
avoid creating too many rules for 
the deployment of AI.

‘Disaster’
The meeting takes place just 

weeks after OpenAI revealed 
that testing of its AI models went 
seriously awry, when automonous 
AI programs – known as AI 
agents – operating without human 
supervision went onto the internet 
and broke into a website.

The incident is still causing 
major ructions in Silicon Valley, 
with some, including Microsoft 
founder Bill Gates, calling for the 
industry and officials to urgently 
come up with ways to govern the 
development of the sector.

In the fallout, Hassabis in July 
called for the United States to create 
an organisation that would test the 
most powerful AI systems before 
they can be released to the public.

Speaking at the G20, Trump’s 
former AI czar David Sacks – who 
still holds considerable sway with 
the White House – said he was 
against the creation of any such 
bodies, as they would stifle AI’s 
development.

“There’s already, I think, a 
thicket of laws that apply to AI,” 
Sacks said during his own virtual 
address to the G20 ministers.

Having AI’s cutting-edge 
models regulated as closely as the 
manufacturing of airplanes or drugs 
“would be a disaster,” he said. 

– AFP

Elon Musk is seen on a screen as he virtually attends the G20 Innovation Ministerial 

summit next to the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy Director 
Michael Kratsios in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, yesterday.                – AFP 

BRUSSELS – The European 
Union said yesterday it had begun 
to use new powers to regulate 
artificial intelligence (AI) by 
sending information requests 
to dozens of companies after 
incidents this summer highlighted 
the risks the technology poses.

The European Commission 
gained new regulatory powers 
last month under the AI Act, the 
world’s most far-reaching rules to 
curb potentially dangerous uses 
of the technology. It entered into 
force in 2024, with obligations 
kicking in over several years.

The Commission said 
yesterday it had sent requests 
for information to more than 30 
companies operating in the AI 
sector.

The requests are a preliminary 
step before the possible launch 
of a formal investigation into 
whether companies are respecting 
European laws.

“Our goal is to ensure that 
AI in Europe is developed, 
released and used safely and 
transparently,” Henna Virkkunen, 
the Commission’s vice president 
for tech sovereignty and security 
said in a LinkedIn post over the 
weekend.

“And we are ready to take 
all necessary steps to ensure that 
companies comply with their 

obligations under the AI Act,” she 
added.

The Commission did not 
identify the companies to which 
it sent letters, although Virkkunen 
said in her post they are located 
across the world.

Commission spokesman 
Thomas Regnier said the 
questionnaires concerned mostly 
safety and respect of copyright.

A series of incidents in recent 
months highlighted the risks the 
most advanced AI models now 
pose.

ChatGPT maker OpenAI 
acknowledged in July that its 
advanced artificial intelligence 
models had gone rogue during 
security testing, hacking on their 
own into a popular platform for 
programmers.

Rival Anthropic also said 
in July that its AI models had 
“gained unauthorised access” to 
three outside organisations during 
testing that was supposed to keep 
them away from “real-world” 
systems.

When questioned about 
the incidents, Regnier said the 
Commission takes such events 
very seriously and maintains close 
contacts with the companies, but 
did not provide any details about 
their discussions.

– AFP

THE HAGUE – Dutch authori-
ties said yesterday they had arrested 
34 people, including French, Bel-
gian and Algerian nationals, after 
a pre-dawn shootout reportedly 
linked to a notorious drug lord that 
claimed one life.

Police urged residents in the 
eastern Dutch town of Overasselt 
near the German border to stay 
indoors with doors and windows 
shut in case further suspects 
remained on the loose.

At around 4:00 a.m. (local 
time), a group of heavily armed 
men with balaclavas approached 
a house in Overasselt and shots 
were fired, resulting in the death 
of a 51-year-old, reportedly a 
security guard.

Officers responding to the 
scene immediately came under 
fire, with two sustaining injuries 
that were not life-threatening, 
police spokeswoman Jolanda 
Aalbers told reporters.

Several weapons, data storage 
devices, and vehicles were also 
seized, Aalbers said.

According to local media, the 
shootout was likely connected to 
the criminal underworld of Dutch 
drug lord Jos Leijdekkers, also 
known as “Bolle Jos” (“Fat Jos”).

Leijdekkers is one of the 
Netherlands’ most wanted 
criminals and has previously 
been convicted for his role in 
international cocaine trafficking.

He is believed to be in Sierra 
Leone and is reportedly in a 
relationship with President Julius 
Maada Bio’s daughter.

The Het Parool daily said the 
gunfight resulted from a conflict 
over several hundred kilos of 
cocaine thought to have been 
trafficked by Leijdekkers’ gang.

Deputy Chief Prosecutor 
Monique Vinkesteijn told reporters 
there had been a shooting at the 
same house last year related to a 
“longstanding conflict” but did not 
reveal further details, citing the 
ongoing investigation.

“We know that the group 
currently in custody is international 
in nature,” Vinkesteijn added.

“It includes French and 
Belgian nationals, people from 
Algeria, and also individuals from 
the Netherlands,” she said.

The prosecutor said the 
suspects faced a variety of 
charges ranging from murder 
to manslaughter to preparing a 
kidnapping.

“It is possible that further 
arrests will follow,” she said.

Local mayor Joerie Minses 
said the whole community was 
shocked by the violent events.

“What happened in Overasselt 
crosses all boundaries. This 
is un-Dutch... Overasselt has 
been shocked by a form of 
extreme violence that is totally 
unacceptable,” said Minses. – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – The 
US Army’s top civilian leader 
Dan Driscoll has submitted his 
resignation, the White House 
confirmed on Monday, following 
reports of tensions with Defence 
Secretary Pete Hegseth.

Asked about a Wall Street 
Journal report that Driscoll had 
resigned, White House Principal 
Deputy Press Secretary Anna Kelly 
did not deny it.

“Driscoll has been highly 
effective in advancing President 
Trump’s agenda to Make America 
Strong Again at the Department of 
the Army,” Kelly said.

She cited his “outstanding 
leadership” during US military 
operations, “restoring an emphasis 

on readiness and lethality, assisting 
with negotiations between Russia 
and Ukraine, and more.”

She added: “The United States 
Army is more powerful than ever thanks 
to his work alongside the Commander-
in-Chief and Secretary of War.”

If accepted, Driscoll’s 
resignation would mark the latest 
departure of a senior leader in the 
US military under President Donald 
Trump’s administration.

A former law school classmate 
of Vice President JD Vance, Driscoll 
had reportedly benefited from their 
friendship within the administration, 
but clashed with Hegseth.

The most senior Democrat on the 
Senate’s Armed Services Committee, 
Jack Reed, laid the departure’s 

blame at the defence secretary’s 
feet, saying, “I do not welcome 
Secretary Driscoll’s resignation... It 
is far past time for President Trump 
to recognise the lasting harm that 
Pete Hegseth is inflicting on the 
Department of Defence.”

An Army veteran who served in 
Iraq, Driscoll ran unsuccessfully for 
Congress in 2020 and later advised 
Trump’s 2024 reelection campaign.

With the Iran war entering its 
seventh month, the resignation 
could effectively leave the Army 
without permanent civilian or 
uniformed leadership.

Hegseth fired Army Chief of 
Staff General Randy George in 
April and has yet to nominate a 
permanent successor.     – AFP

Musk defends AI data centres, 
slams EU rules at G20

US Army Secretary Driscoll submits 
resignation: White House

EU questions dozens of 
!rms using new AI powers

Dutch police arrest 34 
after deadly shootout
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Léa Nkamleun Fosso
SÃO TOMÉ AND PRÍNCIPE – Conceição 

Moreno is a descendant of agricultural 
workers, of whom many were brought by 
force from other African nations to São Tomé 
and Príncipe (STP) to labour on colonial-era 
plantations.

“My grandmother lived here, my father 
was born here and I was born here too. It’s 
our heritage, in a way,” Moreno said, pointing 
to the crumbling walls of the former Sundy 
plantation on the island of Príncipe.

It is one of six “roças”*, or plantation 
estates, that were built on slavery and forced 
labour and added to UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List last month.

Most of the “roças” have been 
abandoned, presenting a major preservation 
challenge for the small archipelago in the 
Gulf of Guinea.

However, they have drawn interest from 
private investors keen to develop the tourism 
potential of the buildings steeped in history.

Established by Portuguese colonists 
in the second half of the 19th century, the 
plantations intensively cultivated sugar cane 
and later cocoa and coffee.

They initially used slaves who were later 
replaced by contracted labourers forced to 
live and work in harsh conditions.

São Tomé, off Africa’s west coast, had a 
steady supply of slaves passing through as 
the last staging post on the trade route before 
ships left for the Americas.

After Portugal abolished slavery in 1869, 
workers became “contract” employees, 
brought, often by force, from other Portuguese 
colonies – Angola, Mozambique and Cape 

Verde – as well as Gabon and the Congo.
The “roças” had agricultural land, 

industrial infrastructure, residential areas and 
social facilities, UNESCO said.

They illustrate “the operation of a large-
scale colonial agro-industrial system, based 
on forced migration and labour” from the late 
19th century to the mid-20th century, the UN 
culture agency added.

‘Collective memory’
Sundy plantation still has its old stables 

with their fortress-like appearance, a 
Portuguese colonial-style manor house, small 
white-stone chapel and a row of “sanzalas” 
(also known as “senzalas”) where plantation 
workers lived.

They bear witness to a darker past when 
the estate was a nearly self-sufficient system 
of booming agricultural production.

The buildings “preserve the collective 
memory of São Tomé and Príncipe and 
from the colonial era to the present day”, 
the two-island nation’s culture chief Emir 
Boa Morte said.

“Some have already disappeared since 
colonial times, others have been merged, 
there has been a decrease. But despite all that, 
there are still around a hundred of them,” he 
added.

Nationalised by the country’s Marxist-
Leninist rulers in the late 1970s, the “roças” 
were privatised in the 1990s but failed to 
survive the economic decline of the world’s 
former leading cocoa producer.

The vast majority of the “roças” – some 
still inhabited by former workers and their 
descendants – are little more than run-down 

buildings, often unsanitary and overgrown 
with weeds.

The forebears of Moreno, a 46-year-old 
member of the National Assembly, were 
“serviçais”, or contracted workers, shipped 
from Cape Verde to Sundy plantation in the 
highlands of Príncipe island.

He is one of a few who stayed at the 
sprawling site after it was bought a few 
years ago by HBD (Here Be Dragons), an 
investment fund founded by South African 
entrepreneur Mark Shuttleworth.

“I’ve never lived anywhere else, so I like 
being here. There’s a very strong cultural 
connection,” said Moreno, whose home 
is now separated from the plantation by a 
guardhouse and barrier.

New impetus
The old plantation owner’s mansion has 

already been turned into a five-star hotel 
and the workers’ houses will become extra 
bedrooms once the renovation is complete.

“We are creating beautiful hotels where 
hundreds of people can work. Nobody was 
using the old ‘roças’ in the way they were 
supposed to be used in the old days; the new 
use of these ‘roças’ is so important,” said 
Egbert Bloemsma, CEO of HBD Hotels.

“It’s important we do our part, renovate 
the ‘roças’, preserve the old building, preserve 
the culture that was here.”

The hotel group owns two former “roças” 
on Príncipe.

UNESCO recognition is expected to 
breathe new life into efforts to preserve the 
historical heritage.

“We are in the process of mobilising 

almost the entire population of São Tomé,” 
said Boa Morte, from the culture ministry.

“Whoever visits the ‘roças’ will see that 
there has been a change since they were 
elevated to the status of World Heritage of 
Humanity,” he added.

“In five to 10 years, 10 more ‘roças’ could 
join the UNESCO list.”

São Tomé and Príncipe has launched a 10-
year plan to restore the buildings from their 
state of disrepair and find new uses for them.

But new investment will not “erase the 
history”, insisted Boa Morte.

“The story of these ‘roças’ must be told. 
There will be a combination, a union between 
the past and the present.”       – AFP

* In São Tomé and Príncipe, the term 
refers to large colonial-era cocoa or coffee 
plantations, such as Roça Água Izé and Roça 
Sundy, which functioned as self-contained 
agricultural and residential complexes. 
The term is historically tied to slavery and 
forced labor, primarily in the context of 
Portuguese colonial expansion in São Tomé 
and Príncipe and Brazil. Between the 16th 
and 19th Century, Portuguese colonists ran 
a chattel slavery system at the “roças” for 
sugar cane, coffee, and cocoa using enslaved 
Africans forcibly brought from continental 
Africa. The “serviçais” contract system was 
in force between the 19th and 20th Century: 
After Portugal formally abolished slavery 
in its overseas territories (1869–1875), 
the colonial authorities replaced it with a 
contract labour scheme. Indentured laborers 
(“serviçais”) were forcibly recruited or 
coerced from Angola, Mozambique, and Cape 
Verde to work at the roças.– Gemini/MPD

LISBON – One year after an accident 
that left 16 dead, Portuguese authorities 
announced on Monday that the emblematic 
funicular hit by the disaster would be 
replaced.

Eleven foreigners were among the dead 
when the cable on the 140-year-old Glória 
funicular broke and a carriage hurtled into a 

building on September 3 last year. The Glória 
and the city’s two other funiculars have been 
shut down since.

Investigators highlighted a series of 
failures but said that an underground cable 
linking the two carriages on the funicular had 
broken.

The Carris transport company, owned by 

Lisbon city governmentg, said a tender for a 
new system would be launched in early 2027 
aiming to have a new funicular running by 
2029.

Carris president Rui Pedro Gáspar 
Lopo said the line would be new and “not 
a reconstruction” of the long-time tourism 
favourite.

“The future lift will be new, but the site 
will remain historic,” he said.

“Carris must develop a robust and 
technically advanced solution. We want 
a modern project, but one that enhances 
the historic identity” of the old lift, added 
Gonçalo Reis, deputy head of the city 
council.        – AFP

From forced labour to living heritage: 
São Tomé’s colonial plantations

Lisbon funicular to be replaced after deadly accident

Joaquim Gom Tavarch (right) chats with neighbours and family members in front of his house at Roça 

Sundy on Príncipe Island in São Tome and Príncipe, on August 6, 2026.                   – AFP 

Holidaymakers walk at the Belo Monte Hotel near Santo António, on Príncipe Island on August 5, 2026. The 

Belo Monte Hotel is situated on the site of the former Roça Belo Monte.                   – AFP 



London – Manchester City 
have agreed to sign Chelsea 
midfielder Enzo Fernandez in 

a blockbuster £125 million deal (US$167 
million) that would equal the British transfer 
record, according to reports yesterday.

City have been chasing Fernandez 
for several months and the Argentina 
international is on the verge of moving to the 
Etihad Stadium on deadline day.

Fernandez’s switch would equal the fee 
paid by Liverpool to Newcastle for Sweden 
striker Alexander Isak last year.

Enzo Maresca worked with Fernandez 
at Chelsea before taking charge of City in 
the close-season after his January exit from 
Stamford Bridge.

Maresca was keen to land Fernandez after 
the recent sale of influential World Cup winner 
Rodri to Barcelona, as well as the departures 
of fellow midfielders Bernardo Silva, Nico 
Gonzalez and Tijjani Reijnders.

The 25-year-old would partner England’s 
Elliot Anderson and Moroccan Ayyoub 
Bouaddi in City’s revamped central midfield.

Anderson joined for £116 million from 
Nottingham Forest, while Bouaddi cost 
£86 million to become the most expensive 
teenager in Premier League history.

Chelsea manager Xabi Alonso had left 
Fernandez out of his squad for the last 
two games as speculation swirled over his 
potential switch to City.

Fernandez, who signed for Chelsea from 
Benfica for £106 million in 2023, angered the 
Blues last season by expressing interest in 
joining Real Madrid and was dropped for two 
matches as a result.

The polarising star was sent off in 
Argentina’s World Cup final defeat against 
Spain in July.

He also angered England fans with his 
provocative celebration of his country’s World 
Cup semi-final over Thomas Tuchel’s men.

Fernandez has won the UEFA Conference 
League and the Club World Cup in his time 
at Chelsea.

Who else is moving?
City are also expected to announce the 

signing of Senegal midfielder Iliman Ndiaye 
from Everton in a deal worth £65 million.

Tottenham had been linked with Ndiaye, 
but City appear to have won the race for the 
26-year-old’s signature.

Champions Arsenal allowed Brazil striker 
Gabriel Jesus to join Barcelona in an £8.4 
million switch.

“I have the chance to be here at Barcelona, 
I had a chance 10 years ago and life took me 
in another direction, but now I can be here and 
it’s a dream for me,” the 29-year-old said.

The Gunners had been battling with 
Barcelona for Atletico Madrid striker Julian 
Alvarez as they looked to bolster their bid to 
win the club’s first back-to-back English titles 
since the 1930s.

But Alvarez has opted to stay at Atletico, 
leaving Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta with little 
time to add a marquee forward.

Newcastle swoop
Liverpool splashed out on France forward 

Bradley Barcola on Monday, spending £123 
million to lure him from Paris Saint-Germain.

But Reds boss Andoni Iraola still 

wants another winger as the club adjusts to 
life without Mohamed Salah, who joined 
Trabzonspor in August after ending his iconic 
Liverpool career.

Crystal Palace’s Ismaila Sarr and Brighton’s 
Yankuba Minteh are on Iraola’s wanted list.

If Liverpool sign either of those targets, it 
could clear the way for Dutch forward Cody 
Gakpo to leave Anfield amid interest from 
City and Tottenham.

Harvey Elliott is due to leave Liverpool, 
with a loan at Valencia lined up for the 
playmaker after his disappointing stint at 
Aston Villa last term.

Villa signed Senegal winger Ibrahim 
Mbaye from Paris Saint-Germain in a deal 
worth a reported £47 million.

Mbaye played 31 times in all competitions 
for PSG last season as the French club won 
the Champions League and the Ligue 1 title.

The 18-year-old appeared four times for 
Senegal at the recent World Cup, netting 
against France to become the youngest African 
player to score in the men’s tournament.

Emery also bolstered Villa’s defence by 
signing Southampton centre-back Taylor 
Harwood-Bellis in a £29 million deal.

Tottenham are keen on a loan move for 
Chelsea winger Mykhailo Mudryk after 
missing out on Ndiaye, with a £7 million swoop 
for his Blues team-mate Tosin Adarabioyo also 
lined up by the north Londoners.

Chelsea agreed a £40 million deal to sign 
18-year-old Honest Ahanor from Atalanta 
from 2027, with the Italy defender spending 
this season on loan at Crystal Palace.

City winger Jack Grealish is set to rejoin 
Everton on loan after his spell with David 

Moyes’s men last season.
Everton are also on the verge of signing 

United States forward Folarin Balogun from 
Monaco for £40 million.

Newcastle landed Belgium forward 
Matias Fernandez-Pardo from Lille in a £51 
million swoop.

Newcastle, who are rebuilding following 
the close-season departures of Anthony 
Gordon, Bruno Guimaraes and Sandro Tonali, 
are ready to send German striker Nicolas 
Woltemade on loan to Juventus.

After an error-prone spell with Chelsea, 
goalkeeper Robert Sanchez is due to join 
Italian side Como on loan.       – AFP
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Man City agree blockbuster deal to sign Chelsea star Fernandez: reports
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Brazilian forward Gabriel Jesus poses with his 
jersey during his official presentation as FC 
Barcelona’s new player yesterday in Barcelona.

– AFP
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Badminton

SHENZHEN – China’s Shi 
Yuqi suffered a straight-game 
defeat to Singapore’s Loh Kean 
Yew at the 2026 BWF China 
Masters here yesterday, making 
an early exit for the second 
consecutive tournament following 
the World Championships.

The clash between sixth 
seed Shi and Loh was one of the 
highlights of the opening day, with 
the pair having won the world title 
in 2025 and 2021 respectively. 
However, Shi struggled throughout 
the match and was beaten 21-11, 
21-10 in just 30 minutes.

After suffering first-round exits 
at both the World Championships 
and China Masters, Shi admitted 
that he was not in his best 
condition.

“I had a low fever for a week 
after the World Championships 
and felt quite unwell. I’m fully 
recovered now. I really gave it my 
all in this match,” Shi said.

Another Chinese player, Hu 
Zhean, put up a strong fight but 
was eliminated by fifth seed 
Anders Antonsen of Denmark, 
who came from behind to win 19-
21, 21-11, 21-16.

In women’s singles, China’s 
Han Qianxi cruised past Pai 
Yu-po of Chinese Taipei 21-10, 

21-9 and will face top seed An 
Se-young of South Korea in the 
next round. An advanced with a 
comfortable 21-11, 21-3 victory 
over Lin Hsiang-ti of Chinese 
Taipei.

Thailand’s Pornpawee Chochu-
wong was beaten 21-14, 21-15 by 
Chiu Pin-chian of Chinese Taipei.

Men’s doubles top seeds Kim 
Won-ho and Seo Seung-jae of 
South Korea were also knocked 
out in the first round, losing 21-19, 
21-19 to Indonesia’s Leo Rolly 
Karnando and Daniel Marthin.

Kim said the pair would 
immediately turn their attention 
to preparations for the upcoming 
Asian Games. “First, we need 
to adjust our physical condition 
and ensure that we can train 
systematically without injuries. 
We also need to focus on 
maintaining our concentration and 
executing our planned tactics,” he 
added.

In mixed doubles, top 
seeds Feng Yanzhe and Huang 
Dongping of China survived a 
thrilling encounter with Japan’s 
Yuta Watanabe and Maya Taguchi. 
The two pairs battled into a 
deciding game, where Feng and 
Huang missed six match points 
before finally holding their nerve 
to prevail 27-25 and book a place 
in the last 16.             – Xinhua

Shi Yuqi su!ers "rst-round exit 
at badminton China Masters

Shi Yuqi hits a return during the men’s 
singles round of 32 match against and 
Loh Kean Yew of Singapore at China 
Masters 2026 badminton tournament 
in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, 
yesterday.       – AFP

Cycling

ELCHE DE LA SIERRA, Spain 
– French rider Bastien Tronchon 
claimed Vuelta a Espana stage 10 
victory as he edged a thrilling bunch 
sprint yesterday.

The Groupama rider was 
followed over the line by Magnus 
Cort Nielsen and Thibau Nys, who 
edged Wout van Aert to complete 
the day’s podium.

Spaniard Enric Mas retained 
the red jersey ahead of Primoz 
Roglic and Felix Gall in the general 
classification.

Five-time Tour de France winner 
Tadej Pogacar was firm favourite to 
win the race until he crashed heavily 
on Saturday, breaking his collarbone 
and withdrew from the race.

Tronchon was a surprise stage 
winner and could barely believe it 
himself after emerging triumphant 
from the chaotic sprint.

“I finished on the line but I wasn’t 

sure if there was some guys in front 
or not, so I didn’t put my hands in the 
air,” said a delighted Tronchon.

Seven riders established a lead 
on the 184.7 kilometre route from 
Alcaraz to Elche de la Sierra, but 
Visma-Lease a Bike and Cofidis 
controlled the peloton to keep them 
within reach.

With 10 kilometres to go, 
Michael Gogl and Fredrik Dversnes 
were the only riders left ahead of the 
bunch, but their lead of just a few 
seconds was soon swallowed.

Yevgeniy Fedorov and Xabier 
Azparren attacked with a kilometre 
to go but the bunch caught them 
just before the line, with Tronchon 
timing his burst to perfection to 
claim victory.

Today, a largely flat stage 11 runs 
153.8km from Cartagena to Lorca, 
ideal for the sprinters, although a 
category three climb up Morron de 
Totana offers a challenge before the 
end.       – AFP

Team Groupama-FDJ’s French rider Bastien Tronchon celebrates on the podium 
after winning the 10th stage of the Vuelta a Espana 2026 cycling tour, a 184,7 km race 
between Alcaraz and Elche de la Sierra, Spain yesterday.               – AFP

F1

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina – 
Argentine President Javier Milei on 
Monday appealed to the International 
Automobile Federation (FIA) for 
Formula One to return to Argentina 
after nearly 30 years away.

“The Argentine passion for 
racing is timeless... We have the 
tradition. We have the drivers. And 
now we are once again developing 
the institutional seriousness” 
required to host F1 races, Milei said 
during the FIA’s American Congress, 
which is being held in Buenos Aires.

The last Argentine Grand Prix 
was held in 1998 in Buenos Aires, 
where some 20 F1 Grand Prix races 
had been held since the 1950s.

The country has a strong tradi-
tion in motorsports, with Argentine 
legend Juan Manuel Fangio win-
ning five world championships be-
tween 1951 and 1957.

Argentina’s enduring passion 
for F1 was evident last April, when 
the young Argentine Alpine driver 
Franco Colapinto drew a crowd 
of nearly half-a-million people, 
according to organisers, during an 
exhibition race on a 4-kilometre 

circuit laid out in the capital.
“We want to see Colapinto 

(race) in this country,” Milei added 
on Monday.

The Oscar and Juan Galvez 
Circuit in Buenos Aires, named 
after two racers from the 1940s 
and 1950s, is currently undergoing 
renovations.

The US$100 million project 
includes a new track and new 
grandstands to accommodate 
motorcycle Grand Prix races and 
F1 races, according to city officials.

The renovations are expected 
to go on until early 2027.     – AFP

Messi legacy will ‘live 
forever’, says Beckham

LONDON – David Beckham 
said Lionel Messi’s “legacy will 
live forever” after the Argentina 
legend announced his retirement 
from international football.

Messi on Monday revealed he 
had called time on his remarkable 
career with Argentina after 207 caps 
and 125 goals.

The 39-year-old won the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar and 
his last game for his country was 
Argentina’s World Cup final defeat 
against Spain in July.

Messi’s brilliance for Argentina 
and Barcelona made him one of the 
world’s greatest ever players.

Former England captain 
Beckham has had a close-up view of 
Messi’s career as an opponent and 
now as co-owner of the forward’s 
current side Inter Miami.

“This is the moment we get 
to look back on and realise how 
grateful we were to witness the 
greatness of a young kid with 
a dream,” Beckham wrote on 
Instagram yesterday.

“Leo, you have been a credit to 
yourself, your family, your friends and 
your country. Leading by example 
and creating inspiration for millions 

of children not just in Argentina but 
around the whole world.

“Leo, you delivered the greatest 
gift to your country and, for that, 
your legacy will live forever. 
Congratulations on all you achieved 
for Argentina.”     – AFP

McTominay to undergo 
heart procedure

ROME – Scotland midfielder 
Scott McTominay will be out until 
after the international break at the 
end of the month due to a minor heart 
issue, his club Napoli said yesterday.

The 29-year-old former Man-
chester United player has recently 
experienced a heart rhythm disorder, 
something which is not considered 
serious but does require surgery.

“Due to the onset of a mild benign 
arrhythmia, Scott McTominay will 
undergo PFA (pulsed field ablation) 
surgery in the next few days,” said 
Napoli in a statement.

“He will be available again after 
the international break.”

McTominay is set to miss Napoli’s 
Champions League clash with 
Premier League champions Arsenal 
next week, as well as Scotland’s 
upcoming Nations League fixtures 
against Slovenia (twice), Switzerland 
and North Macedonia.     – AFP

NEW YORK – Rain 
delayed the start play on the 
outside courts yesterday at 

the US Open, where top-seeded 
Alexander Zverev and women’s 
fourth seed Coco Gauff headlined 
first-round action.

The weather won’t be a factor 
for Zverev and Gauff, who are 
scheduled to play the night session 
on the covered Arthur Ashe Stadium.

Germany’s Zverev, who 
followed up his maiden Grand 
Slam title with a runner-up finish 
to Jannik Sinner at Wimbledon, 
will take on 89th ranked Italian 
Lorenzo Sonego while two-time 
Grand Slam champion Gauff faces 
Turkey’s Zeynep Sonmez.

Play started on Ashe with 

former Australian Open champion 
Madison Keys taking on Alina 
Korneeva who she beat 7-5, 6-4.

Under the roof on Louis 
Armstrong fifth-seeded French Open 
men’s finalist Flavio Cobolli took on 
Argentine Francisco Comesana and 
women’s fifth seed Mirra Andreeva - 
the Roland Garros champion - faced 
Indonesia’s Janice Tjen.

But reigning Australian Open 
champion Elena Rybakina’s 
opener against 17-year-old wild 
card Thea Frodin, scheduled on 
the roof-less Grandstand court, 
was among the delayed matches.

World number two Rybakina 
is chasing Aryna Sabalenka’s 
number one ranking as well as a 
third Grand Slam title, having won 

her second in Australia in January.
She reached the final of the 

WTA 1000 in Toronto this month 
before retiring from her quarter-
final in Cincinnati with a painful 
heel injury that left her unable to 
walk without pain for several days.

Frodin, ranked 585th, is 
making her Grand Slam debut. 
Although her competitive career 
is just beginning, her tennis talents 
were seen in “King Richard” the 
Oscar-winning film depicting 
Richard Williams and the rise of 
his daughters Serena and Venus 
Williams.

A 12-year-old Frodin was the 
stunt and body double for Demi 
Singleton, the actress who played 
young Serena.    – AFP

Milei calls for F1 to return to Argentina

Rain delays start of play on US Open

Football shorts

Tronchon sprints to Vuelta stage 
10 win, Mas keeps red jersey
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LAS VEGAS – Duane “Keffe 
D” Davis, a former Los Angeles 
gang leader, was found guilty on 
Monday by a Las Vegas court of 
the 1996 murder of chart-topping 
rapper Tupac Shakur.

Thirty years after the rap 
legend’s death, the jury found 
Davis, 63, guilty of murder after 
just a few hours of deliberation.

“Count one, murder with use 
of a deadly weapon, guilty of first-
degree murder with use of a deadly 
weapon,” the foreperson of the jury 
announced to the court.

Davis, who faces possible life 
in prison without parole, addressed 
Judge Carli Kierny after the verdict 
was announced and stated his 
intention to appeal.

The one-time leader of the South 
Side Compton Crips was accused 
of ordering the September 7, 1996 
killing of the hip-hop artist after his 
own nephew had been beaten by 
members of Shakur’s entourage at a 
Las Vegas casino.

“Duane Davis, in the culture 
of gangs, could not let that stand,” 
prosecutor Binu Palal said during 
closing arguments. “So what did he 
do? He acquired a firearm, got his 
group together, and went hunting 
for Mr Shakur.”

Shakur, who was in Las Vegas 
for a Mike Tyson heavyweight fight, 
was shot about two hours after the 

casino confrontation by a gunman 
in a white Cadillac that pulled up 
at a red light alongside the BMW in 
which the rapper was riding in the 
front passenger seat.

According to prosecutors, Davis 
handed the gun to someone sitting 
in the back seat of the Cadillac and 
ordered that person to shoot Shakur, 
who died six days later.

Davis is the only person who 
was in the Cadillac that evening 
who is still alive.

The driver of the BMW, Death 
Row Records co-founder Marion 
“Suge” Knight, was wounded.

The killing of Shakur, also 

known as 2Pac, has been one of 
America’s most famous cold cases, 
prompting endless debate among 
music fans over who did it, and why.

Davis, whose Crips were one 
of a patchwork of rival gangs that 
ran parts of Los Angeles in the 
1990s, is the only person to have 
been charged in connection with the 
shooting of Shakur.

Sentencing is scheduled for 
October 13.

Confession
The investigation into Shakur’s 

murder sputtered for decades 
because of a lack of evidence, but 

Ex-gang member found guilty of murdering US rapper Shakur

Duane Davis (right) and his attorney Michael Sanft sit in a courtroom after a jury 
found Davis guilty in the 1996 killing of US rapper Tupac Shakur, at Clark County 
District Court at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Nevada, on Monday. – AFP 

BARCELONA – Hollywood 
star actor and producer Naomi 
Watts will receive a lifetime 
achievement award at Spain’s 
top film festival next month, 
organisers announced on Monday.

The San Sebastián Film Festival 
said the British-born Australian, a 
two-time Oscar nominee, would 
take the “Donostia” prize as “one 
of the most talented and recognised 
actresses of her generation”.

Watts, 57, first made a name 
for herself in David Lynch’s 2001 
movie “Mulholland Drive” and has 
played versatile roles in both auteur 
cinema and big productions.

She earned Oscar nomina-
tions for her performances in “21 
Grams” (2003) by Mexican direc-
tor Alejandro González Iñarritu 
and “The Impossible” (2012) un-
der Spain’s Juan Antonio Bayona.

Iñarritu’s “Birdman” (2014), 
“You Will Meet a Tall Dark 
Stranger” (2010) by Woody Allen 
and Michael Haneke’s “Funny 
Games” (1997) feature among her 
other standout roles.

Watts was nominated for an 
Emmy Award for her work in 
Ryan Murphy’s mini-series “Feud: 
Capote vs. The Swans”, where she 
was also an executive producer.

Watts has also stood out in recent 
times for raising awareness about 
women’s health and menopause.

The prize ceremony will 
take place on September 19 in 
the northern coastal city of San 
Sebastián, where the Spanish-
speaking world’s most prestigious 
film festival will run from 
September 18-26.

A showing of the new film 
“The Housewife” will follow, 
where Watts stars as the enigmatic 
wife of a suspected former Nazi 
official living in 1960s New York.

German director, scriptwriter, 
producer and actor Werner Herzog 
is also due to take home a Donostia 
award this year.

The illustrious list of previous 
winners includes Gregory Peck, 
Bette Davis, Lauren Bacall, 
Francis Ford Coppola, Woody 
Allen, Oliver Stone, Agnes Varda, 
Catherine Deneuve, and Pedro 
Almodóvar.  – AFP

Naomi Watts to receive lifetime 
award at top Spain film fest

British actress Naomi Watts poses 
during a photocall for the premiere 
of “All’s Fair” TV series in Paris on 
October 21, 2025.    – AFP 

the case was revived when Davis’s 
memoirs were published in 2019.

In that book, Davis recounted 
that he was in the front seat of the 
Cadillac and that he handed a pistol 
to those in the back seat. But he does 
not say who opened fire on Shakur.

Davis has repeatedly boasted 
over the years of involvement in 
Shakur’s murder – in interviews 
with law enforcement and media 
and ultimately in his autobiography, 
“Compton Street Legend.”

He has since backtracked and 
pleaded not guilty to the murder charge.

Palal, the prosecutor, played clips 
from Davis’s various alleged confes-
sions as part of his closing arguments.

Michael Sanft, Davis’s defence 
attorney, characterised his client’s 
confessions as fiction and lies partly 
designed to promote his book.

“You’re reading a book that 
is fiction and not fact,” Sanft told 

the jury. “But the state wants you 
to believe that this is somehow a 
confession, that he was there and 
present at the time of the shooting.”

Sanft said there was no evidence 
implicating Davis in Shakur’s murder 
other than his own statements.

In the run-up to the trial, Davis’s 
lawyers tried in vain to keep the book 
from being introduced as evidence, 
along with remarks he made in an 
interview with police in 2008.

Shakur, who was 25 when he 
died, was a key figure in a hip-hop 
rivalry pitting the US East Coast 
against the West Coast.

Known for hits such as 
“California Love” and “All Eyez on 
Me,” Shakur – the son of a Black 
Panther – was raised in Harlem and 
Baltimore, but quickly became the 
epitome of California hip hop when 
he signed with Los Angeles-based 
Death Row Records.      – AFP
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4th edition
This photograph shows the “Moulin 
de Valmy” (Valmy windmill) at 
sunset in Valmy, northeastern 
France, on Monday.
The windmill was restored after 
being damaged by a storm in 2022. 
The “Moulin de Valmy” is a symbol 
of the French Republic following 
the Battle of Valmy on September 
20, 1792, which was the first 
victory of the French army against 
the Prussian army and led to the 
creation of the French Republic. 

– AFP

Too much time
A vendor is seen at the Hong Kong Watch and Clock Fair yesterday.  – AFP

Don’t try this at 
home!
A reveller plays with a fireball 
during the traditional “Fireball 
Festival” in Nejapa, El 
Salvador, on Monday.
The annual festival, dating 
back to 1922, is held in 
honour of Saint Jerome and 
commemorates the 1658 
eruption of the San Salvador 
volcano that destroyed the 
town of Nejapa.            – AFP

Save me!!
A dog stands 
on a motorcycle 
on a flooded 
street after heavy 
rains brought by 
the southwest 
monsoon in 
Pampanga, 
Philippines on 
Monday. – AFP

Got my eye 
on you!
Artists perform 
during the opening 
ceremony of the 
World Nomad 
Games at the 
Bishkek Arena in 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
on Monday. – AFP

Over optimistic!
A mechanic works to repair a van that suffered significant damage following 
a Big Van Bangers race during an afternoon of banger auto racing entitled 
‘Vandemonium’, promoted by Trackstar Racing at the Adrian Flux Arena, in King’s 
Lynn, eastern England, on Monday.             – AFP


