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Sam Hou Fai, Singapore PM Lawrence Wong

Tony Wong

Macao Special Administrative Region
(MSAR) Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai,
who yesterday was on the last day of his
three-day working visit to Singapore, paid a
courtesy call to Prime Minister and Minister
for Finance Lawrence Wong Shyun Tsai
yesterday morning, where they agreed to
strengthen high-level, practical cooperation
between Macau and Singapore, leverage
their respective strengths, and jointly create
new opportunities for mutually beneficial
outcomes, according to a statement by the
Macao Government Information Bureau
(GCS) last night.

Sam departed from Macau on Saturday for
an eight-day working visit to three Southeast
Asian countries — Singapore, Indonesia,
and Malaysia. He is leading a delegation
comprising local officials and about 120
business representatives on his visit to the
three countries.

Sam’s delegation arrived in Jakarta from
Singapore last night. They are scheduled to
return to Macau this coming Saturday.

During his meeting with Wong, according
to the statement, Sam noted that the friendship
between China and Singapore has a long and
solid foundation, and in recent years, under
the strategic guidance of the leadership in both
countries, the comprehensive, high-quality,
and forward-looking partnership between the
two nations has continued to deepen, yielding
positive results.

vow to expand high-level coop

Singapore’s Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Lawrence Wong Shyun Tsai (left) shakes hands with

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai on the sidelines of their meeting yesterday.

Sam underlined that as a special
administrative region of China, Macau’s
successful implementation of the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle is a
significant example. It fully demonstrates the
values of peace, inclusiveness, openness, and
shared development embedded in the principle,

- Photo: GCS

Sam said, adding that these values closely
align with Singapore’s own highly inclusive
and internationally connected society.

Sam said that the MSAR Government
attaches great importance to fostering friendly
relations with Singapore and looks forward to
deepening bilateral exchanges and cooperation.

eration

Sam said that in recent years, close
interactions between the two sides in the
fields of tourism, conventions and exhibitions,
trade, education, and culture have laid a solid
foundation for deeper practical collaboration.
Macau is currently committed to optimising
its industrial structure to enhance its economic
resilience and overall competitiveness. As a
globally recognised success story in economic
transformation and industrial upgrading,
Singapore offers valuable lessons for Macau
to study and draw upon, Sam said.

Sam also noted that his government has
recently published the MSAR’s 3% Five-
Year Plan, with an emphasis on the city’s
alignment with the nation’s 15" Five-Year
Plan, while advancing appropriate economic
diversification through four major projects.

Sam said that with the new development
positioning of “Macao + Hengqin”, the
MSAR Government is committed to
deepening integrated development between
Macau and Hengqin, opening up significant
new opportunities for all stakeholders. Sam
said he expects the Singaporean government
to continue to support and encourage local
enterprises to make full use of the Macau-
Hengqin platform, strengthen regional
economic and trade cooperation, and jointly
connect the vast markets of the Chinese
mainland and Southeast Asia, sharing in
the benefits of regional collaboration and
sustainable growth.

Continued on p.6

SMG says ‘medium’ probability of |
Strong Wind Signal No.3
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Rui Pastorin

Meteorological and Geophysi-
cal Bureau (SMG) hoisted the
Standby Signal No. 1 last night
in response to Tropical Cyclone
“Saudel”, with the local obser-
vatory noting on its website that
the probability of hoisting Strong
Wind Signal No.3 is “medium”
during the day time today.

The Standby Signal No.1
is a precautionary warning
hoisted when a tropical cyclone
is centred within 800 km of
Macau and may affect the city,
according to its website, which

noted that it will remain in force
at least until 10:00 a.m. today.

The website statement said
that Tropical Cyclone “Saudel”
was located late last night off
Hainan Island and was expected
to pass around 300 km to the
south of Macau early today
before moving eastward towards
the northeastern South China Sea,
“where its intensity is expected to
increase”.

Due to the joint influence of this
tropical cyclone and a northeastern
monsoon, the statement said,
Macau was expected to experience

relatively strong winds alongside
occasional showers and isolated
thunderstorms today.

As rain bands pass through,
winds will periodically hit force 6
with strong gusts, the observatory
forecast. As a result, there is a
moderate likelihood that Strong
Wind Signal No.3 will be issued
during the daytime, the statement
added.

Meanwhile, the station’s
assessment late last  night
indicated that the probability
of issuing a Blue Storm Surge
Warning remains low. B

Students pose for photos with an installation marking the start of a new term at a
primary school in Chongqing Municipality yesterday. Primary and secondary schools
in parts of the Chinese mainland welcomed the first day of the new semester. — Xinhua
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Xi expects stronger foundation,
brighter future for China-Russia ties

President Xi Jinping said yesterday that, under his and
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s strategic guidance and
through the joint efforts of both sides, the foundation of China-
—Story onp. 7

Russia relations will become ever stronger.
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committee said yesterday.

UN committee presents legal case
for broad slavery reparations

Countries are legally obliged to provide broad reparations
for harms resulting from both direct and indirect involvement
in the transatlantic African slave trade, a United Nations
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— Story on p. 11

TAP Air Portugal flies into red
before privatisation

TAP Air Portugal suffered a second-quarter loss due to
high fuel prices, the airline said yesterday, with the airline’s
privatisation to Air France-KLM or Lufthansa expected to be
wrapped up soon.

—Storyonp. 12
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Better Associations After the Reform

Commentary by Manuel Silvério
Independent Analyst on Public Policy
and Regional Development
(Former public-sector official with
international experience and a long-
standing involvement in public policy
and sports development)

After three articles on the proposed
reform of Macau’s Legal Regime for
Associations, a more practical question now
arises: what should this reform ultimately
bring to Macau’s associative sector?

The reform responds to two fundamental
requirements: safeguarding State security,
while also bringing greater order,
coordination, and responsibility to an
associative landscape that has expanded
enormously over several decades.

Macau now has more than 12,000
associations. Many  remain  active
and provide important services to the
community. Others depended for years
almost entirely on one person who handled
the paperwork, maintained contacts, and
kept the organisation functioning. When
those individuals passed away or ceased to
be involved, some associations were left
without any real continuity.

This is not necessarily a story of abuse.
It is also the consequence of decades of
rapid associative growth during which the
mechanisms for oversight and follow-up did
not always evolve at the same pace.

Freedom of association is one of Macau’s
strengths. I hope society can understand
the purpose of this reform and, while the
public consultation is still under way, use
the opportunity to raise practical questions,
clarify doubts, and help improve the way
associations operate.

Clearer requirements, better
coordination

Those who establish an association,
or agree to serve on its governing bodies,
should understand the responsibilities they
are assuming and the obligations they will
have to meet.

Drafting statutes, defining objectives,
identifying  those  responsible,  and
understanding basic rules on governance,
accounts, funding, and external relations are
all part of that responsibility. Establishing an
association also means learning how to run
it properly.

The assistance of lawyers or other
professionals can naturally help, but it
cannot replace the responsibility of founders
and office-holders themselves.

The issue is not whether there should be
requirements, but whether those requirements
are necessary, clear, proportionate, and
understood from the outset.

The proposed central role of the
Identification Services Bureau (DSI) may
therefore offer an opportunity to improve
procedures. Its role need not be limited to
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supervision; it can also include information,
guidance, and coordination between public
bodies.

Macau’s small size may actually be
an advantage in achieving more effective
administrative coordination.

Demanding, but not exceptional

Comparisons with other jurisdictions can
help place Macau’s reform in perspective,
provided that differences in population,
territory, and administrative structure are
taken into account.

In the Chinese mainland, the establishment
of social organisations is subject to more
demanding conditions, including requirements
concerning membership, premises, personnel,
lawful sources of funding, and organisational
capacity, as well as approval and registration
by the competent authorities.

Hong Kong follows a different and
more administratively concentrated model.
Societies are subject to registration or
exemption from registration and must also
notify subsequent changes to their name,
objects, office-holders, or premises. The law
likewise allows the authorities to intervene
where national security, public safety, or
public order are at stake.

Macau does not need to copy either Hong
Kong or the Chinese mainland. It can learn
from both while developing an approach
suited to its own size, history, and legal
framework.

Is Macau asking too much? In
several respects, other systems are just as
demanding, or more so. What matters is that
whatever Macau ultimately requires should
be necessary, clear, and proportionate.

A lesson from Macau’s sporting
history

Macau’s sporting development offers an
example of how associative autonomy and
institutional responsibility can coexist.

Legislative Enactment No. 1470 of
5 November 1960 regulated what were
then known as gymnastic and sporting ac-
tivities within a framework of strong admin-
istrative intervention. Compared with Hong
Kong, the autonomy of Macau’s sporting
movement developed relatively late.

After 1974, the situation gradually
changed. Sporting associations gained greater
autonomy and Macau progressively built up
its own international sporting presence.

Decree-Law No. 67/93/M of 20 Decem-
ber repealed the 1960 legislation and estab-
lished a new framework for sporting activities,
while retaining an important principle: par-
ticipation in sporting competitions represent-
ing Macau remained subject to the relevant
authorisation.

I know this procedure well. Over many
years, | prepared numerous reports and
proposals seeking authorisation to participate
as an official representative of Macau.

Authorisation and the granting of

a subsidy were two separate decisions.
Participation could be authorised without the
requested subsidy being granted, or with only
part of it approved. The absence of a subsidy
did not mean that participation had not been
authorised. The reverse would not make
sense: public resources should not finance
participation as an official representative of
Macau where that participation had not been
authorised as such.

Authorisation came before subsidy.
Responsibility for representing Macau came
before funding. That principle should be
clear.

There were also occasions when political
or institutional considerations, or concerns
relating to the safety of athletes and
delegations, could make participation in a
particular event inadvisable.

Today, within the framework of the Macao
SAR, the same underlying logic remains
relevant. An association may legitimately
maintain relations with international organ-
isations and take part in activities overseas.
Presenting itself as an official representative
of Macao, China, is a different matter.

Freedom  of  association  allows
organisations to engage with the world.
Official representation carries a different
level of responsibility.

Better knowledge, better support

This is precisely where the reform
presents an opportunity that should not be
missed.

Knowing more about Macau’s associa-
tions should not merely help determine which
ones need supervision. It can also help the
Government understand who deserves sup-
port, why, and for what purpose.

Public resources are limited. Knowing
which associations are genuinely active,
what work they undertake, whom they serve,
and what capacity they have to deliver can
help ensure that those resources are used
more effectively.

This does not mean favouring larger
associations. A small cultural, youth, social,
recreational, or sporting association may do
work of considerable value.

What should matter is genuine activity,
continuity, responsible use of resources, and
benefit to the community.

An Administration that understands the
associative sector better does not necessarily
have to supervise it more. It can supervise
where necessary, simplify where possible,
and provide better support where the work
deserves it.

State security as a fundamental

principle
All these considerations must be
understood  within one  fundamental

principle: safeguarding State security.

In the present international environment,
it is understandable that the Macao SAR
should seek a clearer picture of who

establishes and runs associations, their
links with entities outside Macau, and the
financial flows they receive from abroad or,
where applicable, send outside the SAR.

Such transfers may involve international
membership  fees, registration  fees,
cooperation projects, donations, or other
entirely legitimate purposes. Precisely for that
reason, clear rules on the origin, purpose, and
destination of funds protect both the public
interest and the associations themselves.

Knowing more does not mean suspecting
more. It can also help build trust.

What matters is having sufficient
information to distinguish normal and
legitimate activity from circumstances that,
by their nature, may require a different
degree of attention.

Security as the priority, coordination as
the method, and a stronger associative sector
as the result.

After the consultation

The public consultation is still under way.
This is precisely the time for these questions
to be raised.

Expressing an opinion does not mean
opposing the reform. A public consultation
exists to clarify doubts, identify practical
problems, and improve what can still be
improved.

Once the views received have been
considered, it would be desirable for the
Government to finalise the new framework in
due course, without prolonging uncertainty
unnecessarily. Associations need to know the
new rules, the transitional arrangements, and
the procedures for regularisation.

I am not particularly comfortable with
the word “clean-up” to describe what may
follow. I would rather speak of a serious
updating of Macau’s associative landscape.
It is somewhat like updating the contacts list
on a phone: identifying which associations
are still genuinely active, which need to
regularise or update their position, and which
have in fact ceased operating.

After decades of rapid associative
growth, Macau may need less additional
control and more effective coordination.

The priority is clear: safeguarding State
security.

But there is also an opportunity that
should not be missed: using public resources
more intelligently and providing better
support to associations that genuinely work
for and serve Macau.

Perhaps that is the balance to seek:
security where indispensable, rigour where
necessary, simplicity where possible, and
support where it is deserved.

The purpose of the reform should
not simply be to reduce the number of
associations, but to help Macau develop a
stronger, more responsible, and healthier
associative sector.

Macao SAR, August 31, 2026
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Hotel guests dip 1.4 pct to
8.3 million in Jan-July

FORCE 4 TO 5 NORTHERLY WINDS,
OCCASIONALLY FORCE 6 WITH

Staff Reporter

Macau’s 148 hotels, including 44 budget hotels,
recorded 8.36 million guests in the first seven
months of the year, a year-on-year decline of 1.4
percent, the Statistics and Census Bureau (DSEC)
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According to a DSEC statement, the average
occupancy rate of guestrooms stood at 90.6 percent in
the seven-month period, up by 1.2 percentage points
year-on-year.

Foreign guests rose by 12.2 percent to 753,000,
accounting for nearly 9.0 percent of the total.

In July, hotel guests dropped by 4.3 percent to 1.23
million. Guests from the Chinese mainland and Hong
Kong accounted for 75.1 percent and 11.8 percent of
the total. South Koreans continued to be the number-
one segment among foreign guests, at 25,000, but
dipped by 3.0 percent year-on-year.

In July, 5-star hotels recorded an average room
occupancy rate of 94.2 percent. B
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Govt to start Senior

~

Sports Bureau (ID)
Sports Development
Department Chief
Chao Kuok Wai
speaks to reporters
on the sidelines. of
yesterday’s press

conference held"at
the ID headquarters
in Zape. — Photo:
Armindo Neves

Armindo Neves

The Sports Bureau (ID) held a
press conference yesterday at its
headquarters in Zape alongside the
Macau Elderly Sports Association
to announce that the Macau Senior
Sports Games will be held next
Sunday, September 13, at the Tap
Seac Multisport Pavilion (&£
HH).

According to ID  Sports
Development Department Chief
Chao Kuok Wai, the event will
feature a number of prize-winning
recreational and physical activities
designed to address the specific
health needs of older people.

The aim is to guide seniors in
using everyday household items to
exercise through games, helping
them develop an awareness of self-
directed home workouts, Chao said.
He added that the activities include
exercises targeting upper and lower

limb  strength, cardiovascular
fitness, mobility, and physical
coordination.

Chao noted that the event will also
feature a lucky draw alongside sport
and health performances, offer-

Sports Games Sept 13
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ing participants several surprises.
Through these interactive games, the
initiative aims to raise seniors’ aware-
ness of physical activity, enabling
them to better understand their own
physical condition and the impor-
tance of exercise for overall health.

This, in turn, will help them
foster a positive attitude towards
physical activity and adopt a
healthy, lifelong sporting lifestyle,
Chao noted.

Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of the press conference,
Chao said that this year’s event
is being held for the first time
in collaboration with multiple
government entities, including the
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC), the
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS), and
the Health Bureau (SSM).

In addition to sports activities,
the event will offer new services
such as Chinese and Western medical
consultations, disease screenings,
and psychological assessments,
alongside cultural aspects to enrich
the experience. Chao added that the
event is expected to attract around
1,000 participants. B

Pre-packed rice noodles from Taiwan
contain formaldehyde: IAM

Armindo Neves

The Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM) announced in a statement on
Sunday that a brand of pre-packed
rice noodles has been found to
contain formaldehyde.

According to the statement,
the bureau was informed by Hong
Kong’s Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) recently that the product in
question is “Hsin Tung Yang Rice
Noodles”, imported from China’s
Taiwan region, with a net weight
of 300 grammes with a best-before

Undated file photo of a pack of Hsin
Tung Yang Rice Noodles — Photo
courtesy of foodpanda

date of April 10, 2029.

A sample of the product was
found to contain formaldehyde at a
level of 12 parts per million (ppm),
the statement said.

The  bureau  noted  that
formaldehyde is an industrial
chemical improperly used in some
food processing as a preservative
and bleaching agent.

Although the International
Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) has classified formaldehyde
as a Group 1 human carcinogen,
this classification applies primarily
to inhaled formaldehyde, the bureau
noted. It added that, at the level
detected in the rice noodles, normal
consumption of the product is not
expected to cause adverse health
effects.

IAM urged consumers who have
purchased products from the affected
batch through online shopping or
other channels to stop consuming
them immediately. Traders must
also cease the supply and sale of the
problematic product without delay,
according to the statement. B
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MGM Int’l Lion Dance Championship
returns to Barra with record 25 teams

Khalel Vallo

The “13™ International Lion
Dance Championship 2026 —
MGM Cup” will return to Largo
do Pagode da Barra on October
10 and 11, featuring a record 25
lion dance teams and more than
280 athletes from 14 countries
and regions, making it the largest
edition in the event’s history,
according to a press conference at
MGM COTALI yesterday.

The championship will feature
36 matches across youth, junior
and adult divisions, with Canada
making its debut alongside teams
from Singapore, Malaysia and other

Catarina Lio (2 55¥3), senior vice
president of Brand Marketing at MGM,
speaks to the media after yesterday’s
presser in Cotai. — Photos: Khalel Vallo
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countries and regions. The grow-
ing participation also highlights the
development of lion dance among
young people in Macau through
school outreach, training and inter-
national competition.

Addressing the press confer-
ence, MGM China Holdings Lim-
ited CEO and Executive Director
Kenneth Feng Xiaofeng noted that
the championship has evolved
beyond a sporting competition into
a platform combining culture, edu-
cation, community engagement and
tourism, adding that MGM would
continue promoting lion dance cul-
ture, broadening participation and

fostering international exchange.

Speaking to the media,
Catarina Lio (B5H¥), senior vice
president of Brand Marketing at
MGM, underlined the record scale
and broader cultural focus of this
year’s championship, which will
feature 36 competitions over two
days and teams from more overseas
countries and associations.

Lio also highlighted the
participation of more than 12 local
teams across different age groups,
describing the rising number of
children and teenagers competing
in the championship as “a very
good sign”. ®

Lion dancers perform during the “13" International Lion Dance Championship
2026 — MGM Cup” press conference at MGM COTAI yesterday.
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MAS turns 70, celebrates milestone with large-scale exhibition

Rui Pastorin

Art lovers and other members of the public can immerse
themselves in art in a large-scale exhibition at Sands Macao
that celebrates the platinum jubilee of one of the city’s oldest
and largest art organisations: the Macau Artist Society (MAS).

Located at the casino-hotel’s Level 4 ballroom, the
free-admission “Art in the New Era — The 70" Anniversary
Invitational Exhibition of the Macau Artist Society”* presents
a variety of artworks. Upon entering, exhibitiongoers are
immediately met by works such as “Ascending” by MAS
President Lok Hei and “A century of storms” by watercolour
master Lio Man Cheong, along with other artworks of various
disciplines such as calligraphy.

Exploring the venue further, one will find oneself
surrounded by works created through a variety of mediums
ranging from watercolours and oils to Chinese ink paintings

Photos: Rui Pastorin

that depict various scenes. One can also find mixed media
pieces, alongside statues and sculptures. The total number of
works on display number at close to 200, or 198 art pieces to
be exact, highlighting a variety of themes.

The exhibiting artists not only include those who are
from Macau, but also those invited from the Chinese
mainland, Hong Kong, China’s Taiwan region, France,
Japan, South Korea and the US. In all, the showcase gathers
“diverse perspectives and showcases the vibrant vitality
of contemporary art”, according to an MAS statement on
Saturday.

The association was founded in 1956, with senior artists
Lok Cheong, Kuan Man Lei, and Tam Chi Sang bringing
together art enthusiasts to establish it, according to a welcome
message by Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland
Leong Wai Man displayed at the venue.

“The flourishing development of Macau’s cultural sector
would not be possible without the perseverance and concerted
efforts of civil art organisations. As one of the oldest and
most representative art associations in Macau, the Macau
Artist Society has always advanced in step with the cultural
development of the Macao SAR”, Leong said.

Leong added: “It is our hope that the Society [MAS] will
remain true to its founding mission, continue to cultivate
artistic creation and arts education, produce more works that
embody both the spirit of the times and distinctive Macau
characteristics, nurture young artistic, and actively contribute
to the building of a Cultural Macau”.

Members of the public can continue to visit the ongoing
event until September 15, being open daily from 11:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m.

*https://www.macaupostdaily.com/news/29223




TUESDAY September 1, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

MCF22 brings anime, cosplay &
fan creativity to Macau Tower

Khalel Vallo

The 22" Macau Comic
Festival (MCF22) was held over
the weekend at the Macau Tower
Convention & Entertainment Centre
in Sai Van, bringing together nearly
100 anime and fan organisations
from Macau, Hong Kong, and the
Chinese mainland for two days
of exhibitions, performances and
creative exchange.

Organised by the local Maple
Studio and supported by the
Cultural ~ Development  Fund
(FDC), MCF22 is one of Macau’s
representative doujin* events and
aims to support creative work while
serving as a platform for exchange
among the local anime and creative
industries, according to a recent
statement by the organisers.

This year’s exhibition
covered 1,853 square metres and
featured nearly 100 participating
organisations. Activities included
a doujinshi market, cosplay**,
band and dance performances.

Japanese anime singer Chihiro
Yonekura was among the overseas
guests. Known for songs including
“Shining in the Storm”, the opening
theme of Mobile Suit Gundam: The
08th MS Team, and “WILL”, the
opening theme of Sou! Hunter, she
performed at the festival.

Hong Kong comic artist,
illustrator, character designer and
animation creator Fung Chin-pang
(%5 2 M), known professionally as
FCP, also took part in the event.
Known for his understanding
of human anatomy, cinematic
storyboarding and dynamic action
sequences, FCP has worked on
titles such as Running Sive (HI
#¥K), and illustrated the personal
computer (PC) game “Soul Origin”
by Valhalla Entertainment.

Attendees share their
MCF22 highlights
Seventeen-year-old high school
student Evan said he attended
this year’s festival to cosplay and
spend time with friends, describing
the atmosphere of the Macau
Comic Festival as more “homey”
than other conventions because of
the city’s close-knit community.
He also said that events such
as MCF could help Macau’s

Cosplayers pose during the 22 Macau Comic Festival (MCF22) at the Macau

4

Tower Convention & Entertainment Centre in Sai Van on Sunday.

cosplay culture grow by bringing
greater exposure to lesser-known
cosplayers, while also creating
more opportunities for interaction
within the established community.
Evan also noted a growing
variety of Western-related
merchandise at MCF, including
works from Marvel, DC, Call of
Duty and Devil May Cry, which he
welcomed as part of the festival’s
changing culture. “I just love
cosplaying in general,” he said.
Dilan, 28, who is a full-time
worker and has attended the
festival annually, said that the
spacious layout was one of this
year’s highlights. He said that
the atmosphere remained similar
to previous editions but found
the stalls less cramped, making it
easier for visitors to move around.
Dilan said he believes the
festival provides valuable
exposure for people interested in
cosplay who may not otherwise
have the opportunity to participate.
His favourite part of the event was
interacting with fellow cosplayers,
photographers and visitors, while
he hopes future editions can reach
the scale of conventions such as
the Hong Kong Comic Con, with
larger venues, more showcases and
appearances by notable actors and
influencers.
Meanwhile, 21-year-old local
exhibitor Liana, who was attending

Festivalgoers engage with vendors during the festival in Sai Van yesterday.

her third local convention with her
friends, said their booth featured
original artwork and handmade
merchandise inspired by Resident
Evil and Pokémon, including
crocheted items, key rings, posters,
and acrylic standees.

Liana said that the group
deliberately developed a different
concept this year after selling older
anime merchandise at the previous
edition. While Resident Evil and
Pokémon attracted more attention,
she felt Western-orientated works
remain relatively limited at Macau
conventions, where Japanese
anime continues to dominate the
merchandise on offer. m

*4 doujin event is a gathering
where  independent  creators
and fans sell and trade creative
works, including self-published
ones. These gatherings are known
in Japanese as ‘“sokubaikai”
(“instant sale events”). Unlike
mainstream comic conventions that
focus on corporate merchandise,
panels, or celebrity guests, doujin
events function primarily as
massive artist alleys. — Gemini

**Cosplay is a portmanteau of
the words “costume” and “role-
play”. It is a performance art and
hobby where participants, called
cosplayers, wear costumes and
fashion accessories to represent a
specific character from a work of
fiction. — DeepSeek
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Macau meets Chengdu at
Artyzen Grand Lapa four-
hands dinner

Rui Pastorin

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau will
be presenting the “Four Hands, One
Feast: Macau Meets Chengdu” this
Friday and Saturday at the Kam
Lai Heen restaurant, with the eight-
course dinner themed “Grace from
Macau, Fire from Chengdu”.

According to a Thursday statement
by the hotel operator, the event, which
starts at 7:00 p.m. on both days, will
feature Kam Lai Heen Executive
Chinese Chef Johnny Sin, and guest
chef Ares Shi, the chef and founder of
restaurants “Enco” and “‘Chaleur”.

“Chef Johnny grounds the menu
in Cantonese craftsmanship, while
Chef Ares answers with the bold
flavours and aromatic intensity of his
Sichuan roots. Across the evening,
delicacy meets fire, with each course
offering a different expression
of their culinary perspectives”,

according to the statement.

The statement said that Chef
Johnny has over 25 years of culinary
experience and developed a style
“rooted in Cantonese tradition while
remaining open to new ideas and

techniques”, highlighting this through
“Handcrafted Blue Lobster Siu Mai
with Huadiao Wine Cream Sauce”,
one of the dishes to be presented.

Chef Ares, meanwhile, brings
together influences from Sichuan,
Guangdong, and Western cuisine.
Of his two restaurants, Chaleur
earned this year’s Michelin Guide
Selected Restaurant and Sommelier
Award, the statement highlighted.

Chef Ares was also one of the
100 contestants in Tencent Video’s
“The Divine Dish”, bringing one of
his signature dishes presented during
the contest: ‘“Roasted Wagyu Beef
with Sichuan Chopped Chili”.

The menu also features joint
creations like “Poached Fish Maw
in Chaozhou Style Fish Broth”, and
“Braised Mindong Yellow Croaker
with Yibin Preserved Vegetables”.

The statement said that the
dinner is priced at 1,288 patacas and
is wine pairing inclusive. For more
details, visit: https://www.artyzen.
com/en/hotels/artyzen-grand-lapa-
macau/offers/four-hands-one-feast-
macau-meets-chengdu/. m

This poster provided by Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau promotes the upcoming “Four
Hands, One Feast: Macau Meets Chengdu” set to take place on Friday and Saturday

at the hotel’s Kam Lai Heen restaurant.
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Govt sets up operating system
for guidance fund

Tony Wong

Thelocal governmentannounced
yesterday that it has established a
system governing the operation of
a so-called “guidance fund” aimed
at channelling different types of
private capital towards investments
in Macau’s key emerging industries.

The guidance fund is one of
the government’s major initiatives
to advance Macau’s appropriate
economic diversification.

The government said yesterday
that following the establishment
of the system, it is now aiming
to complete the setting up of the
guidance fund within this year.

The government also reaffirmed
yesterday that it is planning to
allocate 11 billion patacas to the
guidance fund from the returns that
it has earned from investing its fiscal
reserves over the years, with the
size of the fund expected to reach
20 billion patacas after including
the first tranche of private capital.

Secretary for Administration and
Justice Wong Sio Chak, who is also
the spokesman for the government’s
top advisory body — the Executive
Council, made the announcement
during a press conference at
Government Headquarters yesterday.

The government first announced
the guidance fund proposal in
February this year.

The government set up a public
enterprise in May tasked with the
fund’s day-to-day operation and
management.

Wong yesterday announced
details of a newly drawn-up
administrative regulation governing
the fund’s operation.

The regulation will take effect
on the day after its promulgation in
the Official Gazette (BO).

Government-drafted  adminis-
trative regulations, a.k.a. by-laws,
do not require the legislature’s
approval.

Secretary for Administration and Justice Wong Sio Chak (centre), Tam Chi Neng
(left), an advisor to the Secretariat for Economy and Finance, and Carmen Tong Ka
Man, deputy chief of the Macao Monetary Authority’s (AMCM) Monetary and Reserve
Management Department, address yesterday’s press conference at Government

Headquarters.

Wong noted yesterday that the
guidance fund ultimately aims
to advance Macau’s appropriate
economic diversification and its
industrial upgrading, foster the
development of emerging industries,
support the transformation of
technological achievements and their
industrialisation, create more quality
jobs for local residents, and promote
the diversification of employment
opportunities in the city.

The administrative regulation,
which clearly defines the guidance
fund’s core concepts, stipulates
that the fund is a policy-driven
investment vehicle, setting out its
objective to guide private capital
towards supporting the development
of emerging industries based on the
principles of a long-term perspective
and “patient capital”, a synonym for
long-term capital.

The government will play a
leading role in guiding the fund, but
its operation will be mainly driven
by market forces, Wong said.

According to DeepSeek, patient
capital is a long-term investment
approach that prioritises sustainable
growth and significant future
impact over immediate, short-term
financial gains. It involves providing
funding with the expectation of
returns over an extended period,
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allowing investments in areas
like infrastructure or pioneering
technologies to mature and deliver
substantial long-term economic or
social benefits.

Wong said that the newly drawn-
up administrative regulation governs
the guidance fund’s establishment
procedures and  organisational
structure, according to which the
public enterprise running the fund
will be required to prepare a plan for
setting up the fund, covering details
— such as business planning and
shareholding structures — subject
to approval by the Secretary for
Economy and Finance.

The regulation establishes a
multi-tier governance structure for the
guidance fund, according to which
a top advisory committee, chaired
by the Chief Executive, will be set
up. It will be tasked with providing
opinions on the fund’s major policies,
strategic planning, annual plans, and
other important matters.

Under the governance structure,
the Secretary for Economy and
Finance has the power to make key
decisions on the guidance fund’s
daily operation and management,
such as approving annual plans,
major investment projects, and
proposals for  establishment,
dissolution, and liquidation.

The public enterprise established
in May this year is tasked with
the fund’s day-to-day operation
and implementing its investment
decisions. ®
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Sam Hou Fai, Singapore PM
Lawrence Wong vow to expand
high-level cooperation

Continued from p.1

During the meeting, according
to the statement, Wong thanked
Sam for making Singapore the
first stop of his second overseas
working visit since he took office.
Wong noted that both Singapore
and Macau are open economies
with similar population densities
and development trajectories,
and that bilateral exchanges
have been growing increasingly
close.

Wong noted that Macau, as a
key member of the Guangdong-
Hong  Kong-Macao  Greater
Bay Area (GBA), is vigorously
advancing  the  high-quality
development of the Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone
in Hengqin, presenting abundant
development opportunities.

Wong said that the visit by the
MSAR delegation, accompanied
by entrepreneurs from Macau,
Henggqin, and other places in the
Chinese mainland, is conducive
to enhancing connections and
cooperation with  Singaporean
investors. Wong added that
while Singaporean investors are
attentive to Macau’s market, they
also seek to leverage the Macau
platform to access Hengqin and
the broader GBA, seizing valuable
investment opportunities.

Wong said that he looks
forward to deepening coordination,
achieving full alignment, and
promoting synergistic development
between Singapore and Macau,
whether through official visits or
business exchanges.

During the meeting, according
to the statement, both sides
acknowledged the broad scope
for cooperation between Macau
and Singapore. Building on
the existing strong foundation,
they agreed to further tap into
cooperation  potential, explore
new areas of collaboration,
strengthen industrial partnerships,
promote  exchanges between
higher education institutions, and
deepen joint development in the

fields of tourism, conventions, and
exhibitions.

Meanwhile, Sam also paid a
courtesy call on Singapore’s Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for
Trade and Industry Gan Kim Yong
yesterday morning, where they
exchanged views on enhancing
economic and trade exchanges
between Macau and Singapore,
and deepening cooperation in
areas including higher education,
the digital economy, and industrial
transformation.

Gan said that the visit by the
MSAR delegation will encourage
more Singaporean enterprises
to explore the possibility of
launching their businesses in
Macau and Hengqin, according to
a separate GCS statement.

Meanwhile, Sam also met
with Singapore’s Minister of
State in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of Trade
and Industry Gan Siow Huang
yesterday morning. The meeting
was also attended by about 20
business representatives from
Macau, Hengqin, and other places
in the Chinese mainland.

Meanwhile, during a reception
hosted by the MSAR government
in Singapore at noon yesterday,
Samdelivered aspeechunderlining
that the implementation of China’s
15" Five-Year Plan and Macau’s
3 Five-Year Plan will create
new opportunities for cooperation
between Macau and Singapore.

The reception was attended by
about350people, including officials
and business representatives of
the MSAR delegation visiting
Singapore, representatives from the
Chinese Embassy in Singapore, and
members from various segments of
Singapore’s civil society.

Meanwhile, Sam also
visited the National University
of Singapore (NUS) yesterday
afternoon, where he delivered a
speech on the topic of cooperation
opportunities between Macau
and Southeast Asian countries,
including Singapore. m

Public display of Francois’ langur suspended: IAM

Armindo Neves

The Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM) announced in a statement
yesterday that a female Francois’
langur (MR, “black  leaf
monkey”)* in Seac Pai Van Park is
unwell, and the public display of her
has been suspended.

According to the statement,
the primate recently showed signs
of decreased appetite and reduced
activity.

Following an examination by
veterinary staff, the animal was
provisionally  diagnosed  with
a respiratory and urinary tract
infection, and is taking prescribed
medication under an active
treatment plan, the bureau said.

To provide a quiet, comfortable
environment for recovery and allow
closer monitoring by the care team,

the monkey has been temporarily
moved to the veterinary enclosure
and removed from public view.

The bureau noted that the
species is listed as endangered
on the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List and is a national Grade I
key protected wild animal in China.

The female langur is around
22 years old, which is equivalent
to over 80 years in human age,
the bureau said. She was born in
Flora Park in 2004, relocated to the
Primate Pavilion at Seac Pai Van
Park following its opening in 2014,
and moved to the park’s Pavilion of
Rare Animals in 2025. m

*The Frangois’ langur is native
to the limestone karst forests of
southwestern China and northern
Vietnam. Threatened by habitat

fragmentation and poaching, with wild
populations are estimated at fewer
than 2,000 individuals. — Gemini
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This undated handout photo provided
by the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
yesterday shows the Frangois’ langur
which is currently unwell.
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China ready to advance hand in hand along
path of modernization with Mongolia: Xi

BISHKEK - President Xi
Jinping said yesterday that China
is ready to work with Mongolia
to foster more areas of growth for
mutually beneficial cooperation
and advance hand in hand along the
respective paths of modernization.

Ximade the remarks in ameeting
with Mongolian President Ukhnaa
Khurelsukh on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Summit 2026 in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan.

Noting that China and Mongolia
are close neighbors connected by
mountains and rivers, Xi said that
peaceful coexistence, mutual support
and solidarity as well as mutually
beneficial cooperation have always
been the mainstream and defining
feature of bilateral relations.

China will continue to place
China-Mongolia relations in an
importantpositioninitsneighborhood
diplomacy, and work together with
Mongolia to consolidate strategic
mutual trust, deepen mutually
beneficial cooperation and promote
people-to-people  connectivity, so

1

as to inject greater vitality into the
comprehensive strategic partnership
and promote the building of the
China-Mongolia community with a
shared future, Xi said.

Both sides should consolidate the
political foundation for the development
of  China-Mongolia  relations,
respect each other’s independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity,
and respect each other’s core interests
and major concerns, Xi said.

Xi voiced China’s readiness to
strengthen alignment of develop-
ment strategies with Mongolia,
promote traditional cooperation in
trade, connectivity as well as energy
and mineral resources, and explore
the potential for cooperation in
emerging fields such as green min-
erals, artificial intelligence and the
digital economy.

China hopes that Mongolia will
effectively protect the legitimate rights
and interests of Chinese enterprises,
said Xi, urging both sides to strengthen
coordination and cooperation in

multilateral affairs and jointly address
global challenges.

— Xinhua
|

President Xi Jinping (right) shakes hands with Mongolian President Ukhnaa
Khurelsukh on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

Summit 2026 in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, yesterday.

- Xinhua

China rejects
malicious speculation
with no factual basis

regarding mudslide

disaster

BEIJING —In the face of tragic
disasters, the Chinese side rejects
malicious speculation that has no
factual basis, a foreign ministry
spokesperson said yesterday.

Spokesperson Guo Jiakun
made the remarks at a daily news
briefing in response to some
foreign media’s inappropriate
remarks regarding the causes
of the severe mudslide disaster,
which occurred recently at the
Gyirong-Rasuwa border crossing
between China and Nepal.

“We noted that experts and
official institutions of China
and Nepal have made some
assessment on the cause of the
disaster,” Guo said.

“According to their analysis,
the mudslide was triggered by a
collapse of a high-altitude glacier
in Nepal,” he added.  — Xinhua
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Xi expects stronger foundation, brighter
future for China-Russia ties

BISHKEK — President Xi
Jinping said yesterday that, under
his and Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s strategic guidance and
through the joint efforts of both
sides, the foundation of China-
Russia relations will become ever
stronger, their progress ever steadier,
and their future ever brighter.

Xi made the remarks in a
meeting with Putin on the sidelines
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Summit 2026
in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

Xisaidthatduringthesuccessful
state visit of Putin to China in May,
he and Putin made arrangements
to steer bilateral relations toward
higher-quality and higher-level
development from a strategic
and long-term perspective, and
reached consensus on deepening
cooperation between China and
Russia across various sectors
under the new circumstances.

The competent authorities
of the two countries are actively
implementing the consensus, with
substantial results already made,
Xi said, adding that exchanges and
cooperation between the two sides
have maintained a strong momentum.

Xi noted that the international
landscape is  witnessing a
notable increase in uncertain and
unpredictable factors, against the
backdrop of accelerating profound
changes unseen in a century. But
the pursuit of people across the
world of peace, development,
cooperation and win-win outcomes
remains unchanged, he added.

The SCO shoulders the important
responsibility for safeguarding
regional stability and promoting
regional development, he said.

China, he said, stands ready to
work with Russia and other parties
to jointly chart the course for the

_
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President Xi Jinping (right) shakes hands with Russian President Vladimir Putin
on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit 2026 in

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, yesterday.

development of the SCO, help
ensure its steady and sustained
progress, and strengthen the
driving force for reform of global
governance and the advancement
of an equal and orderly multipolar
world.

Amid a turbulent and complex
international landscape, Russia
and China have continuously
deepened their comprehensive
strategic coordination, upholding
equality, mutual trust, and mutual
support, while cooperation and
development across various fields
have advanced rapidly, and Russia-
China relations have become
a model for relations between
countries, Putin said.

Russia is willing to maintain
high-level exchanges with China,
strengthen cooperation in areas
such as trade, energy, industry,
transportation, and science and
technology, enhance people-to-
people and cultural exchanges,
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and promote bilateral relations to
achieve new results, he said.

Through the joint efforts of
all parties, the SCO has evolved
into a dynamic and efficient
regional cooperation platform with
significant international influence,
said Putin, noting that Russia
and China should continuously
strengthen their solidarity and
cooperation within the organization
and play a guiding role.

Russia is willing to strengthen
coordination and cooperation
with China within multilateral
mechanisms such as the United
Nations, the BRICS mechanism
and the G20, support China in
hosting the APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting, and jointly
uphold world peace, stability and
prosperity, he said.

The two heads of state also
exchanged views on international
and regional issues of common
concern. — Xinhua
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S Korean court gives Unification

Kang Jin-kyu

SEOUL — A South Korean court
sentenced the leader of the secretive
and powerful Unification Church
yesterday to two years in prison
on charges of bribing officials,
including the then president’s wife.

Han Hak-ja, 83, was accused of
providing luxury items, including a
designer handbag, to former first lady
Kim Keon Hee while her husband,
Yoon Suk Yeol, was president, in an
attempt to secure policy favours.

She arrived yesterday for sentenc-
ing — at which prosecutors had sought
a 13-year term — in a wheelchair,
wearing hospital pyjamas and a surgi-
cal mask, surrounded by aides.

The Unification Church has
a range of significant business
interests, including media, education
and food distribution, and has long
drawn scrutiny over its political ties
in South Korea.

In a statement to AFP, the church
vowed to appeal, saying it disagreed
with the court’s ruling.

“We cannot accept the court’s
finding today that Han instructed the
acts in question or was aware of and
approved their unlawful purpose,” it
said yesterday.

Other allegations against Han
include providing illegal funds to
a once prominent ex-lawmaker
Kweon Seon-dong, who is now in
prison for receiving bribes.

“We have confirmed that she
has been sentenced to two years”

Church leader 2 years prison

by the Seoul Central District Court,
a spokesman for the Unification
Church told AFP.

“Given that she stands at the
apex of the Unification Church, and
considering her position and role...
a prison sentence is unavoidable,”
the court said in its ruling, Yonhap
news agency reported.

Suspension

Founded in 1954 by Han’s late
husband, Moon Sun-myung, the
Unification Church has long drawn
controversy over teachings that
regard Moon as the Second Coming
of Jesus Christ.

Han, revered by church members
as the “True Mother”, took the helm
of the church after Moon’s death in
2012. She was arrested in September
2025 in connection with a bribery
case involving the former first lady.

The Unification Church is
best known for its mass wedding
ceremonies, in which couples of

Unification Church
leader Han Hak-ja
(in wheelchair)
arrives for the
sentencing
hearing on
allegations of
bribery and
political funding,
at the Seoul
Central District
Court in Seoul
yesterday. —-AFP

different nationalities are matched,
held at its headquarters in South Korea.

Han’s arrest rocked the church,
which claims to have 10 million
followers worldwide.

Since her arrest, Han has
repeatedly been transferred between
a detention centre and hospital for
medical treatment.

After the verdict, the church
leader returned to hospital, where as
court has ruled said she can remain
until tomorrow due to medical issues
including a heart condition, pain
from a fall, and glaucoma treatment.

“Whether she will seek a further
suspension remains a matter for
discussion among her attorneys in
consideration of her health conditions,”
the church spokesman told AFP.

The church came under renewed
scrutiny in Japan after the 2022
assassination of former prime minister
Shinzo Abe, with the suspected
gunman blaming the organisation for
his family’s financial ruin. —AFP

Marine heatwaves leave coral reefs less time to recover: report

SYDNEY — The world’s coral
reefs are losing the time they need
to recover between increasingly
frequent marine heatwaves and
global bleaching events driven by
human-induced climate change, a
report said yesterday.

The Status of Coral Reefs of
the World: 2025, published by the
Global Coral Reef Monitoring
Network (GCRMN), is the most
comprehensive assessment of coral
reefs to date, drawing on more than
40 years of global data from 21.1
million observations, 87,299 surveys,
representing 36,886 sites across 124
countries, territories and economies,
according to a GCRMN statement.

“Climate change is driving
more frequent and severe marine
heatwaves, but local pressures such
as poor water quality, overfishing and
coastal development are making reefs
even less able to withstand them,”
said the report’s lead author Manuel
Gonzalez Rivero from the Australian
Institute of Marine Science.

Global hard coral cover declined
by about 9.5 percent, from an
average of 30.2 percent during 1980-
2009 to 27.3 percent in 2020-2024,
with climate change-driven heat
stress identified as the primary cause.

Four major global bleaching
events since 1998 have reduced
hard coral cover, with reefs only

partially recovering between events.

Major bleaching events
previously occurred about once
a decade. Since 2010, they have
occurred approximately every five
to six years. However, many corals
need at least five years just to mature
and begin reproducing.

“Coral reefs once had decades to
recover after major bleaching events.
Today, they’re lucky to get five or six
years,” said Gonzalez Rivero.

The report said ambitious
reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions, combined with effective
management of local pressures,
offer the strongest pathway to
maintain hard coral cover. — Xinhua

Delaying children’s first use of social media may protect

SYDNEY - Delaying the age
at which children first use social
media may help protect adolescent
mental health, new research from
Australia’s  University of New
South Wales (UNSW) suggests.

The study found that those
who began using social media
at a younger age reported
more symptoms of anxiety and
depression. Simply having a social
media account showed a weaker
relationship with those symptoms,
according to a UNSW statement
released yesterday.

The study, conducted among

mental health: study

Australian adolescents aged 10 to
15 and one of their parents in the
six weeks before Australia’s social
media ban for under-16s took effect
in December 2025, found 70 percent
of participants had used social
media, while about half already had
a social media account. The average
age at which they first started using
social media was 11.

“What surprised us was that the
age children first started using social
media appeared to matter more for
their mental health than simply
whether they had an account,”
said UNSW Associate Professor

Susanne Schweizer, the study’s
chief investigator.

The study showed that only a
quarter of 10-to-15-year-olds said
they planned to stop using social
media after the ban, while 34 percent
intended to use it without an account
and 35 percent intended to find a way
around the restrictions to continue
using their accounts, rather than
simply waiting until they turn 16.

The findings suggest that delaying
children’s first exposure may be
a promising policy, particularly if
combined with education on healthy
digital habits. — Xinhua
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Malaysia’s Sarawak eyes cloud seeding
as haze worsens

KUCHING, Malaysia —
Malaysia’s Sarawak state plans
cloud seeding operations in
early September, officials said
yesterday, as smoke from fires in
neighbouring Indonesia pushes air
quality to hazardous levels.

Indonesia, a vast archipelago, has
for weeks battled wildfires that have
led to school closures and thousands
of people requiring medical
treatment, with smoke also drifting
across to Malaysia and Singapore.

Sarawak, which shares a border
with  Indonesia’s  Kalimantan
province on Borneo island, has
been the most affected by the haze.

Sarawak Disaster Management
Committee  chairman  Douglas
Uggah Embas said yesterday cloud
seeding could be carried out between
September 3 and 5, if weather and
atmospheric conditions permit.

“Cloud seeding can only be
carried out when suitable cloud
formations  and  atmospheric
conditions are present — it cannot
create rain in the absence of suitable
clouds,” Uggah told reporters.

Air  quality  deteriorated
sharply across Sarawak yesterday,
with seven locations recording
hazardous Air Pollutant Index
(AP]) readings above 300, led by
Serian district at 475.

Under national guidelines, API
readings above 300 are considered
hazardous, while levels exceeding
500 trigger consideration of a
local emergency.

“If an emergency is declared,

it will strictly be enforced within
that specific locality, not for the
entire state,” Uggah said.

The cloud-seeding also aims to
replenish critically depleted reservoirs
and dams after a prolonged dry spell.

State  satellite = monitoring
detected nine active hotspots in
Sarawak, compared with 1,180 in
Indonesia’s Kalimantan region.

Kalimantan recorded 15,587
hotspots between January and
late August, including more than
13,000 in August alone.

“This issue is a diplomatic issue,”
Uggah said, adding that the state
authorities had urged the federal
government to raise the matter with
Jakarta under the ASEAN Agreement
on Transboundary Haze Pollution.

Authorities  have  deployed
firefighters to the hotspots in Sarawak
and urged residents to limit outdoor
activities and wear N95 masks.

The Indonesian fires take
place every year during the dry
season and this year’s fires will
be turbocharged by a powerful
El Nifo-- a naturally occurring
climate phenomenon that brings
worldwide changes in winds, air
pressure and rainfall patterns.

It typically causes drier
conditions in Indonesia and is
associated with severe fires.

Fires in 2015 were also among
the deadliest on record, cloaking
Southeast Asia in toxic smoke for
weeks and causing many people to
become ill, schools to close, and
flights to be cancelled. —AFP

Indonesia’s Mount Sinabung erupts,
volcanic ash blankets Berastagi

JAKARTA — Mount Sinabung
in Indonesia’s North Sumatra
province  erupted  yesterday
morning, sending volcanic ash
over the nearby city of Berastagi,
a local monitoring official said.

Armen Putra, head of the
Sinabung Volcano Observation Post,
said a thick, dark ash column rose
about 3,500 meters above the summit
and drifted east and southeast.

The eruption was recorded on
a seismogram with a maximum
amplitude of 120 millimeters and
lasted about one hour. Volcanic
ash blanketed roads and vehicles

in Berastagi, reducing visibility in
the area.

Authorities urged residents to
wear masks and remain vigilant,
while schools in affected areas
advised students and teachers to
wear masks when outdoors.

Mount Sinabung remains at
Level 11, or Alert status. Activities
are prohibited within a three-
kilometer radius of the summit
and within 4.5 kilometers in the
southeast sector. Residents near
rivers originating from the volcano
have also been warned of potential
lahar flows. — Xinhua

A woman carrying cats in a cage wades through a flooded street after heavy rains
brought by the southwest monsoon in Pampanga, Philippines yesterday.

- AFP
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Nepal toll surges as rescuers struggle
through ‘unimaginable’ disaster

Arunabh Saikia with Paavan Mathema in
Kathmandu

NUWAKOT, Nepal — Rescuers struggled
yesterday through mud and debris for a sixth
day, as the number of missing people soared
to nearly 4,500 since tsunami-like glacial
floods roared down from the China-Nepal
border, creating an “unimaginable” disaster.

The latest confirmed death toll surged
above 900, with unidentified bodies buried
in mass graves after DNA sampling.

The huge wave of freezing water, rocks
and debris that smashed into villages and
towns on Wednesday killed at least 939
people in Nepal and in Tibet, in China, with
at least 17 bodies also pulled from rivers
downstream in India.

Nepali Prime Minster Balendra Shah in
a statement on Sunday called the disaster
“unimaginable and heartbreaking”.

Rescue teams are in a race against time
in treacherous conditions to free around
100 hydropower workers believed trapped
in multiple tunnels — digging, drilling and
blasting through debris.

So far, three dead bodies have been
pulled out of two tunnels, and the teams
have found routes blocked with mud.

An Indian army officer deployed as part
of a specialised tunnel rescue team said
rescuers were digging through “sludge”. He
told AFP he was “still hopeful” there were
survivors inside.

Amid the horror, there has been some
hope; a six-year-old pulled out of the mud
on Friday was reunited with her parents after
police found her crying for her mother.

“Her body was trapped in mud, but her
head was outside,” Nepali Armed Police
spokesman Netra Bahadur Karki told AFP.

“She is out of danger and recovering at
a hospital and has reunited with her family.”

‘Changing climate’

The disaster was sparked by a glacial
collapse, the US Geological Survey said.

While the exact cause of that collapse is
unclear, climate change is causing glaciers to
melt worldwide, raising the risk of such disasters.

Nepali Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal said:
“The people of Nepal are one of the major
victims of the changing climate and its impact.”

Scientists say the Himalayas, the world’s
highest mountain range, are melting faster
as global temperatures rise.

Aid needs are enormous. Entire
communities have been swept away, leaving
families homeless in heavy rain or sheltering
in temporary facilities.

“This is an unfolding disaster,” UN
children’s fund official Abiodun Banire

told AFP, saying the needs of the tens of
thousands impacted were vast.

Roads have been washed away, power
plants destroyed and dozens of bridges
smashed.

“There are too many challenges,” said E.
Hawadi, a police officer coordinating rescue
efforts in the badly-affected Nuwakot district.

“There are no roads, they have all been
washed away, and many areas are just not
accessible,” he told AFP yesterday.

Overflowing mortuaries

With mortuaries overflowing with the
dead, Nepal has begun burying some of the
hundreds of bodies recovered after taking
DNA samples so families can later retrieve
them.

Kathmandu has appealed for international
support, saying Nepal needed “more than a
thousand” freezer units to store bodies.

Distraught families, desperate for news
of missing relatives, are watching images of
bodies on screens at community centres in a
bid to identify the dead.

Shobha Adhikary, in the southern Nepali
city of Bharatpur, told a local coordinator she
believed one image showed her childhood
best friend.

“It looks like him, for sure,” she said,
showing a photograph of a smiling, middle-
aged man.

Among Nepal’s list of the missing are
592 foreigners, including tourists who had
come for trekking in its mountains, as well
as Hindu pilgrims seeking spiritual peace at
Tibet’s sacred Mount Kailash.

‘Billions of dollars’

In China, Tibet is largely inaccessible to
foreign journalists, and Chinese authorities
are the only source of information.

More than 2,000 personnel are part of
rescue operations there, but they have faced
intense challenges, and are slowly advancing
towards the epicentre of the disaster.

China has said 16 people died in Tibet,
with 546 people missing.

Beijing’s foreign ministry said yesterday
that the “release of information has been
open, transparent and timely”, and rejected
international reports it is underreporting deaths.

In Nepal, the disaster agency recorded
the total number of people missing on its
side of the border at 3,925 — revising an
earlier number — with 939 bodies recovered.

Nepal’s economy is already under pressure,
and foreign governments have pledged
millions of dollars in humanitarian aid.

Kathmandu warns that the reconstruction
bill could run into “billions of dollars”. — AFP

People salvage belongings following flash floods at Devighat in Nepal’s Nuwakot district yesterday. — AFP
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Sri Lanka’s ex-finance minister
arrested over alleged corruption
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Sri Lanka’s former finance minister Ravi Karunanayake (centre) detained over bribery and corruption

charges is taken to a court in Colombo yesterday.

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka’s former finance
minister Ravi Karunanayake was arrested
yesterday for allegedly using state funds to
pay his private employees, the country’s main
anti-corruption body said.

The former cabinet minister was taken
into custody by the Commission to Investigate
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption
(CIABOC) following a lengthy interrogation.

“The former minister was behind the
payment of salaries to three people from the
National Lotteries Board, but they did private
work for him,” a CIABOC official told AFP,
requesting anonymity.

The arrest of Karunanayake, a member
of former president Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
administration, comes amid a widespread

- AFP

crackdown on corruption by President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, who took office in 2024.

Another ex-minister, Keheliya
Rambukwella, was arrested earlier this month
for allegedly aiding the theft of a centuries-
old sacred rock from the palace of the island’s
last Sinhala king.

Rambukwella was health minister when
Sri Lanka faced an acute shortage of medicines
after defaulting on its US$46 billion foreign
debt in April 2022.

All the immediate family members of
former president Mahinda Rajapaksa are
also facing investigation or prosecution over
money laundering, bribery and murder.

The Rajapaksas have denied all
allegations. —AFP
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Historic Opportunity, Daunting Task - A Woman
at the Helm? The Race to Lead the United Nations
at a Critical Moment

Commentary by Francisco José Leandro*

August 2026

More than three decades ago, I had the
privilege of working within the United
Nations during the tenure of Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali. It was
an experience that profoundly shaped
my understanding of global governance,
diplomacy, and the complexities of
international cooperation. From those years,
I remember not only the immense scale and
diversity of the UN’s work, but also its
unique significance for millions of people
around the world. For many, the United
Nations remains the last glimmer of hope in
times of conflict, humanitarian catastrophe,
or political paralysis. Yet I also learned an
enduring lesson: the UN is only as effective
as its Member States allow it to be.

There is no other organization quite like
the United Nations. As Anténio Guterres
prepares to conclude his second term on
December 31, 2026, the world stands at
a critical crossroads. The next Secretary-
General, who will take office on Januaryl,
2027 for a five-year term, will inherit what
may be the most demanding leadership
portfolio in the organization’s history.

The challenges are staggering.

Profound image crisis

First, the UN faces a profound crisis of
reputation and credibility. Many question its
effectiveness in preventing wars, enforcing
international law, and responding to
geopolitical tensions. It is often criticized for
the growing distance between its decision-
making processes and the realities faced
by people on the ground. Equally, many
perceive the organization as lacking the
authority and political leverage necessary to
ensure that its resolutions and decisions are
effectively implemented. As geopolitical
rivalries intensify and divisions among
major powers deepen, the gap between
the UN’s aspirations and its capacity to act
has become increasingly visible, fuelling
public scepticism about the organization’s
relevance and effectiveness in addressing
the pressing challenges of our time.

Int’] order

Overburdened UNSC

Second, the post-1945 international
order is under increasing strain. The UN
Security Council, designed for a different era,
struggles to reflect contemporary realities
and urgently requires reform. Yet despite its
shortcomings, the Security Council remains
the world’s most important mechanism
for the maintenance of international peace
and security. No other international body
possesses its unique authority, legitimacy,
and capacity to mobilize collective action
in response to conflicts and threats to global
stability. Reform should therefore not
seek to weaken the Council, but rather to
strengthen and modernize it. This includes
expanding its membership to better reflect
today’s geopolitical realities, enhancing its
representativeness and transparency, and
improving its ability to act decisively in
moments of crisis. Empowering the Security
Council to respond more effectively to
contemporary challenges will be essential
if it is to preserve its central role as the

cornerstone of the international peace and
security architecture in the decades ahead.

China’s rise, Global South’s
growing clout

Third, the rise of China and the growing
influence of the Global South are reshaping
global power dynamics. Institutions founded
on Global North leadership must adapt to
a more multipolar world. The geopolitical
landscape of the twenty-first century differs
profoundly from that of 1945, when the
United Nations was created under the
leadership of victorious Western powers at
the end of the Second World War. Today,
China has emerged as a major economic,
technological, diplomatic, and strategic
actor with global reach, while countries
across Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the
Middle East are increasingly demanding a
greater voice in international governance.
At the same time, the world is witnessing
the relative decline of the only truly
global hegemonic power of the post-Cold
War era, the United States. Although the
United States remains the world’s foremost
military, technological, and financial
power, its ability to shape global outcomes
unilaterally has diminished as alternative
centres of influence gain prominence and
nations pursue more autonomous foreign
policies.

BRICS, South-South
collaboration

This transformation is reflected in the
growing relevance of organizations and
platforms such as BRICS, the expansion of
South-South cooperation, and the increasing
willingness of developing countries to
advocate for reforms to the institutions
of global governance. The emergence
of a more multipolar international order
presents both opportunities and risks. On
one hand, it offers the possibility of a more
representative and inclusive system in which
diverse voices and perspectives are better
reflected. On the other, it risks intensifying
geopolitical competition and fragmenting
international cooperation at a moment when
collective action is urgently needed.

ThenextSecretary-General willtherefore
face the delicate task of managing a historic
redistribution of power while preserving the
principles of multilateralism that underpin
the United Nations. Success will require
building bridges between established and
emerging powers, fostering trust between
the Global North and the Global South,
and ensuring that the United Nations
remains a credible platform for dialogue,
cooperation, and consensus-building. The
future legitimacy of the organization may
well depend on its capacity to adapt to this
new geopolitical reality without abandoning
the universal values enshrined in its Charter.
In many respects, the challenge is not
simply to accommodate the rise of new
powers, but to manage the transition from
a predominantly Western-led international
order to a genuinely global one.

Rapid AI growth

Fourth, the rapid development of
artificial intelligence (AI) and emerging
technologies raises difficult questions
regarding governance, ethics, security,

and employment. Humanity is entering
an era in which technological innovation
is advancing faster than governments and
international institutions can regulate it.
Al is already transforming economies,
labour markets, education, healthcare, and
military capabilities, offering enormous
opportunities while also creating significant
risks. The spread of disinformation, the
emergence of autonomous weapons
systems, cyber threats, and the potential
displacement of millions of jobs illustrate
the scale of the challenge. At the same time,
unequal access to technological innovation
risks widening the gap between developed
and developing countries. The next
Secretary-General will need to promote
international cooperation on Al governance,
ensuring that technological progress
remains guided by ethical principles, human
rights, transparency, and inclusiveness. In an
increasingly digital world, the ability of the
United Nations to help shape global norms
for emerging technologies may become as
important as its historic role in advancing
human rights, sustainable development, and
international security.

Int’l law strains

Fifth, international public law faces
unprecedented  pressures as  conflicts
increasingly challenge established norms
and institutions. For decades, international
law has served as one of the central pillars
of global stability, providing the legal
framework through which states manage
disputes, resolve conflicts, protect human
rights, and promote cooperation. The
principles enshrined in the UN Charter,
respect for sovereignty, the peaceful
settlement of disputes, and the prohibition
of the use of force, have helped prevent
countless confrontations from escalating
into wider conflicts. Yet these foundations
are increasingly being tested by geopolitical
rivalries, regional  wars, unilateral
actions, and growing disagreements
over the interpretation and application of
international norms.

The credibility of international law
depends not only on its existence but also on
its consistent enforcement. When violations
go unpunished or legal principles are applied
selectively, confidence in the international
system is weakened. At a time when armed
conflicts, territorial disputes, cyberattacks,
and transnational security threats are
becoming more complex, the strengthening
of international legal mechanisms is more
important than ever. The next Secretary-
General will face the difficult task of
defending the integrity of international law
while encouraging dialogue and peaceful
conflict resolution among increasingly
polarized actors. Preserving a rules-based
international order is not simply a legal
necessity; it is an essential condition for
international peace, security, and sustainable
global development in the twenty-first
century.

Antarctica — last great global
commons

Added to these are rising migration
flows, persistent concerns over disarmament
and arms control, climate change, hunger,
environmental degradation, and widening

inequalities. The next Secretary-General
will also need to address the sustainability
crisis facing humanity, from biodiversity
loss to pollution and resource scarcity.
Antarctica, often viewed as the planet’s
last great global commons, will become
increasingly significant as discussions
approach the 2048 review provisions of the
Madrid Protocol. Importantly, neither the
Antarctic Treaty nor the Protocol expires
in 2048, but the review process is likely to
intensify geopolitical competition and test
international cooperation.

Beyond addressing these global
challenges, the next Secretary-General
must champion institutional reform. The
United Nations needs to become more
efficient, transparent, and responsive.
Serious discussion is required regarding
the enlargement of the Security Council to
better represent contemporary geopolitical
realities. Equally important is strengthening
the relationship between the Secretary-
General and the General Assembly,
ensuring that the voices of all Member
States, particularly smaller and developing
nations, are more effectively reflected in
global decision-making.

Female UNSG candidates

In this context, the possibility of
electing the first woman Secretary-General
carries profound symbolic and practical
significance. In more than eighty years of
UN history, no woman has ever occupied
the organization’s highest office. The
2026 selection process has brought several
distinguished female candidates to the
forefront, including Michelle Bachelet of
Chile, Chile’s ex-president and former UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights;
Rebeca Grynspan of Costa Rica, current
Secretary-General of UNCTAD; and Maria
Fernanda Espinosa of Ecuador, former
president of the UN General Assembly.

Among them, Grynspan appears
particularly well positioned. Her extensive
experience in both national government
and multilateral institutions, coupled with
her strong focus on development, economic
transformation,  digital  technologies,
and UN reform, aligns closely with
the challenges facing the organization.
Bachelet’s distinguished record in human
rights and governance also makes her a
formidable contender.

The question, however, is not merely
whether the next Secretary-General should
be a woman. Rather, it is whether the
international community is prepared to
empower a leader capable of restoring
confidence in multilateralism at a moment
of profound global uncertainty. The world’s
next Secretary-General, whether female
or male, will inherit not only the toughest
job in international diplomacy, but also the
responsibility of helping to redefine the role
of the United Nations for the twenty-first
century. A woman at the helm would be
historic. Effective leadership, however, will
be indispensable.

End

* Associate Professor, University of
Macau (UM)

N.B.: Minor edits to the unabridged
article and subheadings by the Post
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Trump vows to hit back ‘hard’ after first exchange of fire with Iran in weeks

TEHRAN — Donald Trump threatened to
hit Iran “hard” after the two foes traded fire
for the first time in over a month, while Iran’s
president warned that more fighting with the
US was not in his country’s interest.

After six months of war, the foes remain
at an impasse, with Iran keeping the strategic
Strait of Hormuz closed and the US persisting
with a naval counter-blockade of Iran.

On Sunday, the United States said it had
carried out strikes on an Iranian island in
the Strait of Hormuz, with Tehran quickly
retaliating by attacking US military targets in
the Middle East.

The exchange raised fears of a return
to major hostilities, with the US president
vowing to respond.

“We’re going to hit them hard,” Trump said,
according to a Fox News reporter who spoke to
him briefly. “There will be a response.”

The United States said it attacked Iranian
rocket launchers on the island of Larak to prevent
Tehran planting mines in the key shipping lane.

Iran responded by with missile and drone
attacks aimed at Jordan and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), saying they targeted US
forces there, but President Masoud Pezeshkian
later yesterday called for dialogue.

“We continue to strive for a path of agreement
and understanding, and we believe that continuing
the war is neither in our interest, nor in the interest

of the region,” he said at a summit in Kyrgyzstan,
adding “the solution to the existing problems is
dialogue and cooperation”.

State media reported that two people were
killed in the US attack on Larak, with several
others wounded.

Iran’s powerful Revolutionary Guards,
the ideological arm of its military, said the
ballistic missile attack on two US air bases in
Jordan caused “heavy damage”.

Jordan’s army said it had intercepted eight
missiles, without stating their origin. Trump
also told Fox that all the missiles fired at US
forces had been shot down, except for one that
was determined not to pose a threat.

Iran also said it targeted US personnel
at an air base in the UAE and shot down an
American drone over Hormuz.

Abu Dhabi said it intercepted a drone over
the country’s waters, but dismissed claims
that Al Minhad Air Base had been targeted as
“baseless”.

The exchange of fire came after weeks of
relative calm, with the Trump administration
recently pivoting to “economic warfare”.

Earlier yesterday, Trump had called Iran
“a Failed Nation”, saying on social media
that its military was decimated, its finances
were crumbling “and their leadership is
in total disarray and incapable of properly
representing the country”.

UN committee presents legal case
for broad slavery reparations

Nina Larson

LISBON —Countries are legally obliged to
provide broad reparations for harms resulting
from both direct and indirect involvement in
the transatlantic African slave trade, a United
Nations committee said yesterday.

Issuing a fresh interpretation of an
important international rights treaty, the UN
watchdog said the accord obliges countries
to work to redress the harms caused by
slavery and the continuing consequences.

“States  parties must  implement
comprehensive reparatory measures for
people of African descent, covering all aspects
of remedies,” the UN Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)
said in its findings, presented in a document
entitled General Recommendation-40.

It stressed that reparatory justice combined
“a wide range of measures conceived as
monetary, non-monetary and structural”.

The document, which was approved
last week but only published yesterday, is
expected to provide a powerful new tool
supporting reparations claims.

This is “a watershed moment”, committee
member Pela Boker-Wilson told AFP.

The CERD panel is composed of 18
independent rights experts.

Tasked with monitoring implementation
of the 1969 International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination, it provided a new
interpretation of the treaty’s obligations.

‘Paradigm shift’

The convention counts 182 countries as
parties, including the United States, Britain,
France, Portugal and other nations that were
heavily involved in the transatlantic slave
trade, which from the 16" to 19" century
saw millions of African men, women and
children shipped to the Americas to work in
brutal — and often deadly — conditions.

In many of those same countries, black
people continue to face discrimination and
poverty today.

“Confronting historical injustice can not
be separated from the fight against present-day
racial discrimination,” Boker-Wilson said.

The Liberian human rights lawyer
maintained that the committee’s finding
brought about ““a paradigm shift” in the framing
of reparatory justice from a simple historical
responsibility to a present-day legal obligation.

It clarifies that countries are required to
take “active measures that are geared towards
restoring the dignity, the justice, and equality
that people of African descent deserve”.

While the CERD’s findings are not
legally-binding, Boker-Wilson stressed that
they carry “significant authoritative weight”,
and could be used by officials to inform
judicial review, by courts as an interpretative
tool, as well as to support litigation.

The fresh analysis comes after the
UN General Assembly in March adopted
a landmark resolution recognising the
transatlantic slave trade as “the gravest crime
against humanity”, despite opposition from the
United States and some European countries.

Boker-Wilson said the United States and
other countries should “welcome” the new
findings, noting that the last review of US
adherence to the convention on discrimination,
in 2022, had found issues with racial profiling
and disparities in the criminal justice system.

‘Eliminate structural racism’

While the campaign around reparatory
justice has been heavily focused on the
United States, Boker-Wilson stressed that
“it’s a global initiative”.

The transatlantic slave trade “distorted
global economic relations by distributing
unjustly accumulated wealth across societies
and borders, creating shared responsibility for
its enduring effects”, the document points out.

Beyond monetary compensation, the
required reparations encompass everything from
restitution to rehabilitation and memorialisation.

And it pointed to an educational obligation
“to investigate and disclose the full truth
about transatlantic chattel slavery”.  —AFP

Hormuz flashpoint

The two sides are still vying for control of the
Strait of Hormuz, with Tehran having blocked
the passage of commercial ships since the war
began, attacking vessels that seek to cross.

One-fifth of the world’s oil passed through
the strait before the war, which was triggered
by a surprise wave of US and Israeli strikes on
Iran on February 28.

Despite traffic remaining throttled six
months on, Trump has claimed the US navy
has “total control” of the strait and has even
called it US territory, with Washington last
week announcing it had completed clearing
explosives from the waterway.

Iran, however, insists it is in charge of
the sealane. The Revolutionary Guards said
yesterday a “rogue” oil tanker caught fire
near the strait after it hit two mines while
attempting to transit an “illegal route”.

The US military called the claim
“disinformation”, saying: “No ships have hit
mines in the Strait of Hormuz.”

Mediators have tried for months to broker
an end to the war, but an earlier truce and
memorandum of understanding fell apart.

Sporadic attacks resumed, but ultimately
tapered off, with the US last striking Iran
on July 29, after having attacked Iran for 13
consecutive nights earlier that month.

With diplomacy stalled, Iran’s foreign
minister yesterday accused Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of tricking
Washington into going to war.

“In Hebrew, Netanyahu openly crows that
he suckered the US administration into a war
on Iran on behalf of Israel,” Abbas Araghchi
wrote on X. “In English, he praises POTUS’
[President of the United States] leadership.
Serpent.” —AFP

Motorists
ride past a
billboard
depicting US
President
Donald
Trump inside
a catering
container,
installed on
a building
along a street
in downtown
Tehran
yesterday.

- AFP
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Sanchez rules out Moroccan
responsibility in migrant surg

Martin de Montvalon

MADRID - Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez yesterday
ruled out Moroccan responsibility in
last month’s migrant rush to Ceuta,
accusing Israel, Russia and the far
right of spreading disinformation
about the crisis.

More than 70,000 migrants
entered the small Spanish territory in
north Africa on July 30-31, swimming
or crossing on foot from neighbouring
Morocco in an unprecedented rush
that left scores dead.

Some analysts have suggested
the crisis may have been a message
sent to Spain by Morocco over
the disputed Western Sahara after
Sanchez visited Rabat’s historic
enemy Algeria in July.

The Western Sahara is a former
Spanish colony largely controlled
by Morocco but claimed by the
Algerian-backed pro-independence
Polisario Front.

But Séanchez told Cadena
SER radio that “no intelligence
service with which the Spanish
government normally cooperates”
had suggested “any involvement in
one way or another of the Moroccan
authorities”.

“We must be aware that this
crisis can only be resolved through
cooperation and not through distrust
toward Morocco,” he added.

While the National Intelligence
Centre and police shared situation
reports with the government, “no
information made it possible to
gauge the scale, the seriousness
of the crisis we were going to
experience,” Sanchez said.

“We are continuing to investigate”
what happened, he added.

‘Rumours and
disinformation’

Sanchez also singled out
“rumours and disinformation” that
spread on social networks after the
mass entry, which he said were
“linked to Russia and Israel, and
to an ultra-right international that
always uses migration to attack both
Spain and Europe and divide it”.
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A migrant from Morocco lies on the ground as Spain’s National Police officers watch
migrants waiting on the sidewalk before being registered in Ceuta’s Loma Colmenar

district yesterday.

Sanchez is an outspoken critic
of Israel’s devastating war against
Hamas in Gaza and a staunch
supporter of Ukraine since Russia’s
2022 military offensive in the
country.

The Socialist leader said Russian
and Isracli disinformation in the
migration crisis was due to “the
political stances we are maintaining
regarding the genocide in Gaza
or [President Vladimir] Putin’s
invasion in Ukraine”.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon
Saar hit back on X, saying Sanchez
was “lying shamelessly” by
“accusing Israel of disseminating
misleading information”.

“Continuing to spread
defamatory lies will not distract
from Sanchez’s disgraceful failure
to manage his country’s affairs,”
Saar wrote.

Political flashpoint

The crisis triggered fresh
tensions within the European
Union over the sensitive topic of
immigration and dealt a blow to
one of its main achievements, the
Schengen free-travel zone.

Italy’s right-wing government
imposed border checks for one

- AFP

month on travellers from Spain after
the crisis, with Madrid reciprocating
a week later.

Both governments announced
a 15-day extension of the controls
yesterday.

Although the vast majority of
the migrants returned to Morocco
within hours, thousands remain
in the tiny territory of 18 square
kilometres and 84,000 inhabitants,
many living rough on the streets.

Their fate has become a
major political flashpoint, with
the conservative and far-right
opposition demanding that all
those who entered Ceuta, including
minors, be returned to Morocco.

Ceuta residents have held
regular demonstrations over what
they say are security and hygiene
problems linked to the influx.

Sanchez yesterday said that
6,000 spaces at reception centres
would soon be available in the
exclave for migrants, whose status
must be verified by the Spanish
authorities before any possible
return to Morocco.

He also pledged an additional
168 million euros (US$195 million)
in aid for Ceuta to respond to the
Crisis. —AFP

3 minors killed in Colombia strikes
on guerrilla bases: authorities

BOGOTA — Three minors were
killed in a Colombian bombing raid
on cocaine-trafficking guerrillas
in the Amazon last week, forensic
experts said.

The airstrike was the deadliest
against Colombia’s myriad armed
groups since right-wing President
Abelardo de la Espriella came to
power last month vowing to flush out
the rebels with US military support.

Ten people were killed in total in
the August 27 strike, three of them
minors, the National Institute of Legal
Medicine and Forensic Sciences said
in a statement Sunday night.

According to the defense
ministry, two of the victims of
the bombings in the southern
department of Guaviare were 15

years old and another was 16.

Those killed allegedly belonged
to a dissident faction of the defunct
rebel army FARC that rejected a
historic peace agreement between
the state and FARC in 2016.

De la Espriella yesterday
reported another bombing in the
same area against another FARC
dissident group led by Colombia’s
most wanted guerrilla, who goes by
the alias Ivan Mordisco.

Eight members of Mordisco’s
group were killed, according to
the president. It is not yet known
whether any of them were minors.

Colombia’s new leader, a
staunch ally of US President Donald
Trump who succeeded leftist Trump
critic Gustavo Petro, expressed “full

support” for the operations against
what he called ‘“narco-terrorist”
groups.

“The bandits who for decades
have recruited minors to turn them
into combatants or human shields
must pay for these crimes that
violate International Humanitarian
Law,” he wrote on X.

Rights groups warn that children
and teens are increasingly being
recruited by Colombian armed
groups on social media.

US-based Human Rights Watch
(HRW) in a report last month said
that, in some cases, children were
being used as “cannon fodder.”

The Ombudsman’s  Office
reported 428 cases of child recruitment
by armed groups last year. ~ — AFP
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Car bomb outside Mexico
police station injures 7

ZACATECAS — A car bomb
exploded in front of a police
station in Mexico overnight
Sunday, wounding seven people,
authorities said.

The blast happened in
Ojocaliente in the state of
Zacatecas, where Mexico’s two
largest drug cartels are fighting
for control of key drug-trafficking
routes.

It was the third explosive
attack in Zacatecas in less than
a week, according to a tally by
AFP.

“The explosive was placed
in a private vehicle and caused
physical damage to the station and
properties located nearby,” state
government secretary Rodrigo
Reyes said on Facebook.

Six civilians were reported
wounded, Reyes said in an earlier
post, adding that they were
receiving medical care.

One police officer was also
wounded in the blast, which
damaged 13 vehicles including
two police patrol cars, he said.

Local authorities said school
classes were suspended yesterday
and celebrations for the town’s
patron  saint festival  were
cancelled.

Zacatecas is key to the drug
trade because it links central
Mexico with the north and west
of the country and features routes
that are key to smuggling cocaine
and other narcotics to the United
States.

Horrific drug violence plagued
the state for years, with bodies
turning up and people going
missing almost on a daily basis
until relative calm set in.

But in July, five bodies
appeared hanging from a bridge
in the town of Pozos de Gamboa,

about 75 kilometres from
Ojocaliente.
The victims included a

former mayor, civil servants and
businesspeople from other parts of
the state.

The killings drew the attention
of leftist President Claudia
Sheinbaum, who promised to
arrest whoever was behind them.

She has deployed soldiers
in violence-plagued states such
as Sinaloa and Michoacan in
response to threats from US
President Donald Trump to
intervene directly against the
cartels in order to keep drugs from
crossing the border into the US.

— AFP

TAP Air Portugal flies into
red before privatisation

LISBON — TAP Air Portugal
suffered a second-quarter loss
due to high fuel prices, the airline
said yesterday, with the airline’s
privatisation to Air France-KLM
or Lufthansa expected to be
wrapped up soon.

The company recorded a net
loss 0f59.3 million euros (US$68.8
million) in the three months to the
end of June, compared to a profit
of 38.3 million euros in the same
period last year.

While TAP carried a record
8.2 million passengers and took
in record revenue of just over two
billion euros over the first half of
the year, higher fuel costs due to
the war in the Middle East had a
negative impact of 99.2 million

euros, the company said.

Thanks to the “solidity
of demand across our entire
network”, the airline was “able to
mitigate the significant impact of
the sharp increase in fuel prices”,
chief executive Luis Rodrigues
said in a statement.

TAP, which was renationalised
in 2020 to stem losses from the
COVID-19 pandemic, is in the
final stages of being reprivatised.

Both Air France-KLM and
Lufthansa said in July they
had submitted bids to acquire a
controlling stake in the airline,
with the government expected to
announce the result in the coming
days.

—AFP

Brazil’s right-wing presidential candidate and Senator Flavio Bolsonaro (centre)

speaks during a press conference in Sdo Paulo on Sunday.

- AFP




S Korean women'’s football
body probes ‘period’ insult

Football

SEOUL-SouthKorea’swomen’s
football ~ federation  announced
an investigation yesterday over
allegations a female referee insulted
former Chelsea midfielder Ji So-yun
during a domestic game by saying
she was menstruating.

The incident happened on Friday
in a WK League match between
Ji’s Suwon FC Women and Seoul
City Hall and saw the international
booked after she confronted the
official over the alleged comment.

“The federation’s position is that
once the facts have been established
necessary action should follow
and practical measures should be
introduced to prevent a recurrence,”
said the Korea Women’s Football
Federation (KWFF).

The 35-year-old Ji told South
Korean sports outlet SPORTS-G
that she heard the referee make the
remark over the communication
system used by the officials.

The incident was sparked when

Ji demanded a penalty for her side.

After approaching the referee, Ji
alleged the official said: “She’s been
touchy since the start, she must be
on her period.”

When Ji remonstrated she was
booked.

The Korea Football Associa-
tion’s refereeing department said the
word “period” had not been used in
the radio communication and that the
remarks had not specifically referred
to Ji, according to broadcaster SBS.

The KWFF said the term used
was “girl’s day”, a euphemism
referring to menstruation.

Suwon FC subsequently raised
concerns and on Sunday formally asked
the KWFF and the Korea Football
Association (KFA) to “establish the
facts and take appropriate action”.

The KWFF said: “The federation
considers the issue to be directly
related not only to the dignity and
respect of players, but also to mutual
respect and trust among league
members and the fair operation of
WK League matches.” —AFP

FIFA president Infantino ‘must
go, says ex-UEFA boss Platini

FI FA PARIS — French
football great Michel
Platini said on Sunday FIFA presi-
dent Gianni Infantino “must go” fol-
lowing the scandals that have rocked
world football’s governing body.

The 56-year-old Infantino has
been under fire since his aborted
plan to bring private investment into
FIFA events, such as the World Cup.

He was also lambasted over a
number of controversies during the
recently-ended World Cup in North
America.

“Economic affairs are one thing
but Infantino has failed because he is
the guarantor of the rules of the game
and he didn’t respect them,” former
UEFA president Platini told Canal+.

Platini hit out at the so-called
hydration breaks at the World Cup,
which often lasted as much as four
minutes and were used by the host
broadcaster for advertisements.

He also pointed to the half-time
show during the final which largely
overran the required maximum of
15 minutes, and the furore around
FIFA suspending the red card ban
given to American forward Folarin
Balogun following a phone call
made by US President Donald
Trump to Infantino.

“The ad breaks are not in the
rules, the 30-minute half-time break
in the final is not in the rules, and
the red card, that’s the worst,” said
Platini.

“He’s the guarantor (ofthe rules),
he doesn’t respect them, he must
£0,” added Platini about Infantino,
who was UEFA’s secretary general
under the Frenchman’s leadership.

Since the World Cup, UEFA
threatened to boycott FIFA tourna-
ments until Infantino scrapped the
FIFA Forward Enterprises plan to
bring in private investment.

European football’s governing

body UEFA has also accused Infan-
tino of “criminal mismanagement”
over the private financing.

‘He always loved money’

Other regions, CONCACAF and
Asia, have joined UEFA in putting
pressure on Infantino, who is hoping
to run for re-election in March.

“It won’t be sporting institutions
that sort this out and bring him
down,” Platini said.

“If UEFA wants to bring down In-
fantino, it will be through the courts.”

“I always knew that he loved
money and power,” Platini added
about the Swiss-Italian.

Platini was himself accused of
fraud in 2015 when he was UEFA
president and eyeing the top job at
FIFA to replace Sepp Blatter, who
was likewise accused of giving an
illegal US$2 million payment to the
Frenchman.

Platini was eventually acquitted
of any wrongdoing in 2025 but was
forced to step down at the time, with
Infantino leaping on the opportunity
to be elected FIFA president in his
stead in 2016.

“He didn’t bring me down, he
benefitted from it,” said Platini.

“But now that there are lots of
investigations into him all over the
world, there is some noise about
how he knew about certain things -
let’s see what happens next.”

Platini is suing Infantino, and
former FIFA officials Marco Villiger
and Domenico Scala, in France ‘“to
seek compensation for all the damages
he has suffered as a result of the tactics
used to prevent him from being elected
FIFA President in 2015”.

He accuses the trio of a “criminal
conspiracy to commit false accusa-
tion... influence peddling... and aiding
and abetting influence peddling”.

—AFP
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It ‘hurts’ says Messi as he retires

Football

MIAMI — Lionel Messi said
yesterday he was retiring from
international football after leading
Argentina to a second successive
World Cup final in July.

The 39-year-old forward who
won the World Cup in 2022 and
dragged his nation to the final in the
United States only to lose to Spain,
said the decision had been painful.

“It was a decision that hurt and
still hurts deep in my soul but I
understand that it is the right time,”
Messi wrote on Instagram.

“I swear I always gave every-
thing, not just in the last few years
when we won everything but before
that too, and I always fought and
gave my all for this shirt,” he added.

Messi led Argentina to World
Cup glory four years ago by
winning the final against France
in a penalty shootout in Doha,
but his side lost 1-0 to a superior
Spain side in the 2026 final in East
Rutherford, New Jersey.

Following the death of his
father Jorge in August, Messi had
said he had “serious doubts” about
continuing to play football of any
sort for “much longer”.

“I don’t know what I’'ll do
without you, I don’t know how to
go on. I just played football, and
now I have serious doubts about
continuing to do so for much
longer,” he said then.

Messi’s contract with Major
League Soccer club Inter Miami
runs until the end of the 2028 season.

In this year’s finals, Messi
inspired Argentina to another final
by scoring eight goals and provided
two assists in the dramatic late
comeback against England in the
semi-finals.

But the dream of lifting the
trophy again proved one match too
far as the South Americans lost to
Spain in the MetLife Stadium in a
match that ended in ugly scenes.

Midfielder Leandro Paredes

from int’l football
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Germany’s goalkeeper Manuel Neuer (left) holds his Goldan Glove trophy awarded
to the best goalkeeper of the tournament and Argentina’s forward and captain

Lionel Messi holds his Golden Ball trophy for the best player of the tournament as
they shake hands after Germany won the 2014 FIFA World Cup final football match
between Germany and Argentina 1-0 following extra-time at the Maracana Stadium

in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on July 13, 2014.

and several of his Argentina team-
mates have received bans and fines
for their part in clashes with Spain
players after the final.

Messi, meanwhile, was pictured
in tears after receiving his loser’s
medal. He said afterwards that the
pain of defeat was “immense” and
that it would “take a long time for
this wound to heal”.

‘Thank you for
everything’

In his statement yesterday, the
eight-time Ballon d’Or winner said
it was time for a new generation of
Argentina players to take up the
torch.

“I'love, I loved, and I will always
love being on the national team,”
he wrote. “I gave everything I had,
I have nothing more to give, and
besides, there are some very talented
young players coming up behind me
who deserve to be there.”

First called up in 2005 by Jose
Nestor Pekerman as an 18-year-
old, Messi would go on to play 207

-AFP

times for Argentina and become
the country’s leading scorer, with
125 goals.

Messi also won two Copa
Americas in 2021 and 2024 during
his 21-year international career.

Yet, prior to the trophy-laden
later years, Messi did not hold the
place in Argentine hearts reserved
for other national idols such as
Diego Maradona or Pope Francis.

After moving to Catalonia at
13 to join Barcelona, Messi could
have represented Spain but chose
Argentina.

His  long-time  team-mate
Angel Di Maria, also a 2022 world
champion, yesterday paid homage
to Messi for this choice and his
impact on the national team.

“We will be forever grateful to
you for being Argentinian and for
having taken Argentina to the top
of the world,” Di Maria said.

“For having chosen to be
Argentinian when you could have
chosen something else. Thank you
for everything.” —AFP
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Real Madrid snap
up Racing midfielder
Martinez

MADRID

IILALIGA — Real Madrid

signed Racing Santander mid-
fielder Sergio Martinez yesterday
for a reported three million euros
(US$3.5 million).

“Real Madrid will pay the
full amount set as the footballer’s
contract release clause,” said
Racing on social media.

The 19-year-old scored against
Villarreal in Racing’s La Liga
opener, but is expected to play for
Madrid’s reserve side at first.

Los Blancos have signed
several players this summer,
including record arrival Yan

Diomande, after failing to win a
major trophy for two seasons.

Jose Mourinho’s side have
started the season in perfect

fashion with three wins from three
La Liga matches. — AFP

Munoz reunites with
Glasner after joining
Forest from Palace

LONDON - Colom-
éw bia right-back Daniel
Munoz will be reunited with man-
ager Oliver Glasner at Nottingham
Forest after completing a move
from Premier League rivals Crys-
tal Palace yesterday.

No fee has been disclosed but
the BBC said Forest had spent
around £22 million (US$30 million)
to sign Munoz on a three-year deal.

He joined Palace in January
2024 and, under Glasner, helped
them win the FA Cup - the first
major trophy in the club’s history
- as well as the Community Shield
in 2025 and the Europa Conference
League in May.

Munoz made 46 appearances
in all competitions last season,
scoring four goals in 29 Premier
League games.

“The first thing is that this is a
winning club,” said Munoz.

“I think that when this is the
expectation, the mentality, both for
the management and the technical
team, and for the players, this
makes it special.

“I think that Oliver Glasner
is special, I have a very good
relationship with him and we
did big things together, it was an
incredibly special period. What
he did with our previous club, I
have a lot of respect and a lot of
admiration for him.”

Forest are still searching for
their first Premier League win of
the season following a 1-0 loss
to Leeds and a 2-2 draw with
Liverpool. —AFP
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Djokovic’s Grand Slam future
uncertain after brutal US Open defeat
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Serbia’s Novak Djokovic receives treatment during his match against Argentina’s Mariano Navone during the men’s singles

match at the US Open tennis tournament at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York City on Sunday.

Rebecca Bryan

5 NEW YORK —Arecord-
setting 25" Grand Slam title

looks even further from
Novak Djokovic’s grasp after the
Serb great’s brutal first-round exit
from the US Open.

The 39-year-old was reduced
to tears by an Arthur Ashe Stadium
crowd trying to will him to victory
on Sunday night, but his physical
distress left him powerless against
determined Argentinian Mariano
Navone, who triumphed 7-6 (7/5),
5-7, 4-6, 6-2, 6-1.

Djokovic, knocked out in
the first round of a major for the
first time in 20 years, said the
vomiting, cramping and back pain
that hindered him throughout were
symptoms that had plagued him for
much of the year - and so far he’s
found no solution.

“I'm trying, man, I’m trying,”
he said in comments made available
to media. “I’m just trying to address
really what’s going on and how far |
can go this way.”

It is three years since Djokovic

secured his 24" Grand Slam triumph
at the 2023 US Open.

Since then he’s had 12 chances
to break the record he shares with
Australian Margaret Court, reaching
two finals and half a dozen other
semi-finals.

He’d been tantalizingly close
this year, beating Jannik Sinner on
the way to the Australian Open final,
where he lost to Carlos Alcaraz.

He reached the semi-finals at
Wimbledon, but Djokovic said he’s
battled his body throughout 2026.

“It’s something that I’ve been
carrying, unfortunately, pretty much
every match this year,” he said.
“You know, vomiting, throwing up,
a serious issue there.

“Then my whole body, you
know, starts to collapse, basically
cramping and pain. Yeah, the back
just gave up in the end and shoulder,
and I couldn’t close it out, you
know?”

Djokovic said at Wimbledon
he wanted to play the grass court
classic “at least one more time.”

He turned back the clock there

- AFP

with an epic win over third seed
Felix Auger-Aliassime in the longest
Wimbledon quarter-final ever before
falling to Sinner in straight sets.

But Djokovic has shown little
of his vintage brilliance in his
abbreviated US hardcourt season.

He was sick and slow in an
opening loss in Cincinnati, saying
the early exit had given him more
time to “get my body and mind
into the right state” for Flushing
Meadows.

In his diminished physical state
he still managed to rally from a set
down to seize a two sets to one lead
against 49"-ranked Navone before
it all became too much.

Navone, 25, was aware of the
magnitude of the moment.

“I don’t know what can I say
more because Novak is the GOAT
in this sport. I beat him in US Open,
Arthur Ashe, night session.

“I got up many times so early to
see Novak in Australia, to see Novak
in French Open, to see Novak in US
open and going late before school ...
it means a lot.” —AFP
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COLOMBO - The Asian
Cricket Council has heard concerns
over a lack of five-star hotel
accommodation for players at the
upcoming Asian Games in Japan, a
Sri Lankan official said yesterday.

The men’s and women’s T20
cricket will be played at Japan’s
newly built cricket ground in
Nisshin starting September 17.

But reports of tents serving as
dressing rooms for players, distant
washroom facilities and lack of top-
class accommodation for cricketers
have raised eyebrows.

“There are some concerns
with regard to the quality of
accommodation being provided and
also with regard to the logistics,”
Sri Lanka Cricket secretary Prakash
Schaffter told reporters in Colombo.

He said the ACC executive
committee had discussed the Asian
Games with “some degree of detail”
at its recently concluded meeting in
Bangkok.

Member states had agreed to
send representatives to examine the
grounds and other logistical arrange-
ments, but hoped the tournament
would still go ahead, he said.

“There is a lack of available
five-star rooms. Cricketers are
generally provided with five-star
accommodation,” he said, adding
that the host city did not have luxury
hotels to accommodate all athletes
and spectators.

However, he said the ground
prepared for the T20 series was
suitable for play.

Media reports in India said the

¢/ 5-star room shortage hits Asian
Games cricket: official

country’s cricket board was unhappy
with the Asian Games’ arrangements
for the tournament and looking to
send a second-string team.

India have named a 15-member
squad led by Shreyas Iyer and
including teenage sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi for the Asiad.

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
said the member boards of the ACC
are looking at the concerns regarding
player facilities at the Asian Games.

“The cricket part of the Asian
Games will be looked after by
the Asian Cricket Council,” BCB
cricket operations manager Shahriar
Nafees said.

“The individual boards have
already discussed it at the ACC
forum, and they will take a collective
decision on the issue.” —AFP
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Venus Williams falls at
first hurdle in US Open

NEW YORK - Venus

Williams tumbled out of

the US Open first round

early yesterday, the veteran US

tennis icon losing in straight sets
to compatriot Sofia Kenin.

The 46-year-old Williams -
handed a wild card into the singles
in New York some 29 years after
reaching the final at Flushing
Meadows as a teenager in 1997 -
exited 6-2, 7-6 (8/6).

Williams, though, left with
her head held high after a battling
performance on the Arthur Ashe
Stadium court that finished at just
after 2:00 a.m. local time.

Kenin appeared to be cruising
to a straightforward win after
racing through the opening set
and then taking a 4-2 lead in the
second.

The 27-year-old American
had a break point for what would
have been a 5-2 lead but was then
rocked by a ferocious fightback
from Williams, who recovered to
force a tie-break to the delight of
the late-night crowd.

An improbable comeback
appeared to be beckoning when
Williams sprinted into a 6-2
lead in the tie-break, but Kenin
regrouped impressively to rattle
off six straight points to clinch
victory.

Williams and Kenin’s match
got under way just after midnight
local time following Novak
Djokovic’s marathon five-set loss
earlier in the night session.

Williams, who saluted fans
as she left the court, has given no
indication of when she plans to
call time on her singles career.

Her last victory in a Grand
Slam singles game came at
Wimbledon in 2021, where she
reached the second round. Since
then Williams has made six Grand
Slam singles appearances and
exited in the first round on each
occasion.

She will extend her US Open
campaign when she plays in the
women’s doubles alongside sister
Serena later in the tournament.

— AFP

USA’s Venus Williams reacts during the match against USA’s Sofia Kenin during
the women'’s singles first round match at the US Open tennis tournament at the
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York City on Sunday. - AFP

French Top 14 boss offers
‘no guarantees’ for first
Club World Cup

Rugby
PARIS — French Top 14
president Yann Roubert said

yesterday rugby union’s inaugural
Club World Cup is not guaranteed
unless southern hemisphere teams
work to accommodate the wishes
of their European counterparts.

The tournament is set to be
held in 2029 with clubs from
the Champions Cup, organised
by European Professional Club
Rugby (EPCR), facing sides from
Australia and New Zealand in
Super Rugby as well as one from
Japan in a 16-team set-up.

The competition originally
planned to begin in 2028 is to be held
every four years from June 2029,
which would clash with the end of
the domestic French campaign.

“We would obviously be keen
for the Club World Cup (to happen)
but without it affecting our season

schedule,” French National League
(LNR) boss Roubert told AFP at the
launch of the new Top 14 season.

“We need it to finish in June
and the last weekend of June.

“We would like our partners,
particularly in the southern hemi-
sphere, to stick to that position.

“That is not guaranteed right
now, so discussions are ongoing
to see if we can wrap things up by
2029 at the latest.

“It’s under the authority
of EPCR, who will make
announcement in due course when
it’s ready,” he added.

Bordeaux-Begles and France
fly-half Matthieu Jalibert is
just one France-based player to
welcome the idea of a Club World
Cup after he said he would love
to face Super Rugby champions
the Hurricanes after he helped his
side to a second Champions Cup in
May. — AFP
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Spidey keeps
spinning gold for
N Americabox office

LOS ANGELES - The latest “Spider-
Man” epic held the North American box
office in its web on Sunday for a fifth
consecutive week, displaying major staying
power for a summer blockbuster that faced
fierce competition from “The Odyssey.”

With its modest first-place haul
of US$22 million as students began
returning to school, Sony’s “Spider-
Man: Brand New Day,” has now brought
in US$891.5 million in the United States
and Canada — and an additional US$1.44
billion internationally — according to
industry watcher Exhibitor Relations.

The latest movie chapter in the
Marvel comic book adventure starring
Tom Holland and real-life wife Zendaya,
and directed by Destin Daniel Cretton,
follows Peter Parker as he struggles
with changes to his powers and lives in
isolation after erasing his identity.

Debuting in second place with
US$15.5 million was “Coyote vs
ACME,” a family-friendly animation-
live action hybrid from Warner Bros.
that explores the connection between
children’s entertainment and the financial
interests of corporate America.

The third Looney Tunes feature film
stars professional wrestler-turned-actor John
Cena, Will Forte and Lana Condor, along
with several animated characters of yore.

“The BO [box office] numbers are fair,
but the reception is excellent and the release
should set up good ancillary business
for kids’ viewing, where the film should
recoup its investment,” analyst David A.
Gross wrote in his industry newsletter.

Holding steady in third spot was
Christopher Nolan’s “The Odyssey,” the
Universal film based on Homer’s ancient
poem that spent its first two weeks at number
one before it was bounced by Spidey.

The modern adaption of one of
humanity’s oldest stories added US$14.3
million in its seventh week out, bringing
its domestic total to US$564 million with
nearly US$1 billion more in international
ticket sales.

Slipping from second to fourth
place was the Sony Pictures-distributed
“Insidious: Out of the Further,” which
earned US$10.1 million in its second
week for the sixth instalment of the
horror franchise.

The movie, starring Amelia Eve and
Brandon Perea, follows the story of a
young woman who can bring spirits into
the mortal world but is herself haunted.

Entering at fifth was 20" Century’s
“The Dog Stars,” a post-apocalyptic drama
directed by Ridley Scott adapted from
Peter Heller’s 2021 novel and starring
Jacob Elordi and Josh Brolin. — AFP

Turkish comic rearrested on separate charges

Chinese guitar capital’s stairway to export heaven
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This photo taken on July 27 shows an employee working on a guitar
production line at the factory of a musical instrument manufacturer in
Zheng’an, Guizhou Province.

Rita Qian

ZHENG’AN, Guizhou — It doesn’t take
long to guess the main industry of the Chinese
mainland’s county of Zheng’an. A giant guitar
sculpture dominates the central square, guitar
murals adorn walls and pavements and even
the rubbish bins are shaped like guitars.

This corner of the southwest province of
Guizhou produces one in every seven of the
instruments sold worldwide. A decade ago, it
had no guitar-making industry to speak of at all.

There are hundreds of specialised manu-
facturing towns in the Chinese mainland, pro-
ducing items ranging from bicycles to socks.

But the speed and scale of Zheng’an’s rise
make it an example of the impact of China’s
industrial strategy when a combination of local
and central government investment is deployed
to maximise favourable local conditions.

For years, the town’s working-age
residents left to find employment in factories
in Guangdong Province, the nation’s southern
manufacturing hub.

Among them was Zheng Chuanjiu, who
eventually started his own guitar-making
business in the provincial capital Guangzhou.

“The company was doing pretty well at that
time and most of our staff in Guangzhou were
also our fellow villagers from Zheng’an,” the
founder of Shenqu Guitar told AFP.

In 2012, Zheng’an local authorities rolled
out an initiative called “return the phoenix
to the nest”, to encourage skilled migrant
workers to return home and start businesses.

“The county officials reached out to us.
They wanted us to come back and develop the
industry,” Zheng said.

Shenqu became the first guitar manufacturer
to settle in Zheng’an’s new economic zone.

“After I’d been working here for a few
years, many friends saw how well I was
doing and came here to join me to develop the
industry,” he said.

When AFP visited Shenqu in July, rows
upon rows of finished guitars sat neatly on racks,
awaiting final tuning checks before shipment.

“Why go far away to work when home is
the best place?”” a banner in the factory read.

Natural advantages
Within around 10 years, 87 home-grown
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- AFP

brands had emerged from the industrial cluster.

Authorities  enticed companies  with
comprehensive financial, tax and employment
support packages —some were offered three-year
tax exemptions and 10 years of free rent.

Importantly though, Zheng’an has natural
advantages in its favour.

The area’s climate is perfect for guitar-
making, according to master luthier Zhang
Weiyi, who relocated his business from
Guangzhou in 2019.

“Whether the industry is big or small,
whether it’s making an impact, that doesn’t
really matter to me,” the 50-year-old said as he
carefully sanded down a piece of ox bone to fit
into the custom guitar he was making by hand.

“My clients are all longstanding clients...
Plus, as artisans, we don’t really care much
about those things.”

Zhang only produces around 150 guitars
a year.

However, according to local authorities,
Zheng’an as a whole manufactures 2.5 million
guitars a year, living up to the name plastered
on banners across town: “Capital of Guitars,
City of Music”.

‘Nice atmosphere’
Zheng’an is now an export hub — sending
248 million yuan worth of guitars to more

The Macau Post Daily

This photo taken on July 27 shows various guitars displayed at a guitar
manufacturing company in Zheng’an.

- AFP

than 40 countries in 2025.

Streamlining export-rebate procedures is
another perk local authorities offer to local firms.

From January to July 2025, for example,
registered local enterprises received 147
million yuan in tax reductions and exemptions.

Chinese state subsidies and other
assistance have been criticised as unfair by
the United States and European Union in
recent years, especially in industries such as
electric vehicles and solar panels.

But pursuing specialised regional industries
is important to stop population loss to big
cities, and to boost development in previously
neglected areas, Zhejiang University economist
Dong Xuebing has argued.

More counties should leverage their
unique advantages and industrial foundations
to pursue “distinctive, differentiated develop-
ment”, he has written.

The benefits are beyond just economic for
locals.

“I think there’s a really nice atmosphere
around it,” said master luthier Zhang,

describing how music now often filled the
main square.

“All over the streets and alleys, you see
quite a few people — both adults and kids —
carrying guitar cases, probably on their way
to guitar lessons.”

—AFP
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This photo taken on July 26 shows pedestrians walking past a giant installation of guitars at the Guitar

Cultural Plaza in Zheng’an.

after release order

Istanbul, Turkey

A Turkish comedian was
rearrested on Friday after a court
ordered his release in a separate
case in which he was accused
of insulting Islam and President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkish
media reported over the weekend.

Deniz Goktas, 32, whose stand-
up performances have attracted
millions of views online, was

detained at Istanbul airport in July.

His arrest came amid a widening
crackdown by Turkish authorities a
on critics of Erdogan’s government,
with musicians, artists, journalists
and politicians among those facing
legal investigations.

A court on Friday ordered his
release following an appeal against
his July detention, the private NTV
broadcaster reported.

separate

NTV.

But before the ruling could be
implemented, prosecutors launched
investigation
Goktas, who is being held in the
northwestern town of Corlu.

He was rearrested on charges of
“praising a crime and a criminal”
over remarks made during one of
his performances, preventing his
release from prison, according to
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Celebrating history

A woman dressed in traditional attire dances during the ‘Casco Peatonal’
celebrations in the Casco Antiguo historic district of Panama City on Sunday.
The performance is part of a series of cultural events aimed at promoting
Panama'’s traditions and cultural diversity. - AFP

Wangdue Phodrang Dzong, a 17" -century historic
Buddhist monastery and fortress sits on a hilltop in
Bhutan’s Wangdue Phodrang district yesterday.

- AFP
Lush islands
An aerial view shows a boat navigating past
islands in Koror, Palau on Sunday. - AFP

How high can you go?

A dog leaps to catch a flying disc during a dog
frisbee competition in Warsaw, Poland, on
Sunday. The event was held from Friday to
Sunday at Wilanow Beach in Warsaw. — Xinhua
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Diamond jubilee Adrenaline descent

A performer participates in the Notting Hill Revellers compete in a downhill makeshift
Carnival in London, yesterday. Originating car fun race during the “Festival de

in the 1960s, the carnival is a way for Descenso y Adrenalina” in Medellin,
Afro-Caribbean communities to celebrate Colombia on Sunday. - AFP

their cultures and traditions.  — Xinhua




