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78 pct confident in Macau

Ida Cheong

The Alliance for Common People
Building Up Macau (API) held a presentation
yesterday on its survey to optimise community
policing® in Macau. The findings indicate that
residents rated community security at 78.66
percent, reflecting strong overall confidence
in the city’s public safety.

The survey, conducted by the University
of Macau (UM) on behalf of the community
association, collected a total of 150 valid
questionnaires, with the aim of improving
local community policing and serving as
a reference for policy formulation by the
government’s security-related entities.

According to the survey, 78.66 percent of
respondents held a positive evaluation (“Very
Safe” + “Fairly Safe”) regarding community
security, with an average score of 4.01
points out of 5.0, demonstrating high overall
confidence among residents.

For measures tackling modern offences
like telecom and online fraud, positive
evaluations stood at 52.00 percent, with an
average score of 3.43 points, ranking in the
upper-middle level.

Overall satisfaction with community
policing among respondents was positive
(“Very Satisfied” + “Fairly Satisfied”) at
59.33 percent, with an average score of 3.64
points, making it generally positive.

Positive approval for tech-empowered
policing reached 63.09 percent, with zero
respondents choosing “Strongly Disapprove,”
showing a solid foundation for public
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promotion. However, high-level understanding
was only at 45.33 percent, revealing a gap
between approval and actual understanding.

Among respondents who participated in
security-related youth groups, 78.38 percent
felt they gained sufficient community policing
knowledge. However, the overall participation
rate of the sample was only 24.67 percent,
with 75.33 percent having never participated,
indicating that coverage remains limited.

The survey also noted that up to 68.00
percent of respondents were unfamiliar with
the “Lotus Police” (GHALEEE)** service
concept, with only 6.66 percent having a
high level of understanding. High awareness
of various community policing mechanisms

World Organization for Science
Literacy to be established in Beijing

BEINING - The 2026 World
Conference on Science Literary will be
held in Beijing from September 19 to
21, and the conference will officially
announce the establishment of the World
Organization for Science Literacy, the
China Association for Science and
Technology (CAST) said yesterday.

The CAST noted at a press conference
that September will again serve as national
science  popularization month. The
conference in Beijing will invite experts
and scholars from both China and abroad
to jointly discuss solutions, strategies and
pathways for enhancing public science
literacy.

The World Organization for Science
Literacy aims to build a global platform
for shared discussion, joint development
and mutual benefit in public science
literacy efforts. It will also seek to promote
exchanges and cooperation, deepen
collaborative innovation, and foster a
positive interaction between science,
technology and society.

It will, additionally, strive to improve
public science literacy to jointly address
global challenges and to contribute to
the realization of global sustainable
development and the building of a
community with a shared future for
mankind. — Xinhua
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public security: survey

such as “Friends of Crime Prevention in

Residential ~ Buildings”  (CKJEFiFEZ K)
stood at just 18.66 percent.

Among respondents who had attended
police-community events, only 36.58
percent gave positive evaluations of their
effectiveness, signalling that event appeal and
interactivity need enhancement.

The findings suggested seven specific
policy measures, such as establishing a regular
publicity mechanism for community policing
concepts; pushing for targeted, scenario-based
crime prevention and anti-fraud campaigns;
optimising the format of community police-
public events to enhance interactivity and
appeal; as well as establishing an evaluation

Lawmaker Lei Leong
Wong (second from
right), Research
Supervisor Wen Bo
(second from left)
and two research
assistants look on
during yesterday’s
presentation about
the findings of

a survey about
community policing
in Macau, at the
Alliance for Common
People Building

Up Macau (API)
headquarters in
Areia Preta.

- Photo : Ida Cheong

and continuous improvement mechanism for
community policing effectiveness.

*Community policing is a strategy of
law enforcement that focuses on building
tie-ins and working relationships between
police officers and local residents to prevent
crime and address public safety concerns
collaboratively. Rather than responding solely
to incidents after they occur, officers integrate
into the neighbourhood to identify and resolve
the root causes of crime and public disorder.
— Gemini

**“Lotus Police” is an official cultural
identity concept and public image brand
introduced by the Public Security Police
Force (PSP). — Gemini

A robot delivers a bottle of electrolyte water to a young customer at an embodied intelligence robot
store at Leijie Street in Hefei, Anhui Province, yesterday. Four embodied intelligence robot stores
equipped with wheeled humanoid robot shop assistants have officially opened in several cultural,
tourism and commercial blocks in Hefei. The robot shop assistants are able to automatically

recognize, grab and deliver merchandise to customers.

- Xinhua

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views

Guinea-Bissau votes on handing
more powers to president

Military-run Guinea-Bissau will hold a referendum
on Sunday on a constitutional change that would give the
president more powers ahead of a general election meant
to restore civilian rule later this year.

Xi urges all-out rescue, relief efforts
after mudslide hits border port in Xizang

President Xi Jinping has ordered all-out efforts to search and rescue
people who are missing after a mudslide in Nepal caused casualties
at Gyirong border port in the Xizang Autonomous Region yesterday

morning.
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e0ccc0000cc000000000000

— Storyonp. 17

(f) The Macau Post Daily

Dolly Parton dies at 80

Dolly Parton, the country music star who rose
from grinding poverty in Tennessee to become
a rhinestone-studded cultural icon with hits like
“Jolene” and “9 to 5,” has died at 80, her family said
on Tuesday.

— Story on p. 19



MACAU

Tour aims to present historical knowledge in livel

Armindo Neves

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
President Deland Leong Wai Man
announced yesterday that the
government is about to launch a
cultural tour aimed at presenting
historical knowledge in a lively and
engaging way.

Leong made the remarks
during a press briefing following a
closed-door meeting of the Cultural
Development Consultative Council
at the Macao Cultural Centre
(CCM) in Nape.

The government-appointed com-
mittee held its fourth plenary meeting
of the year yesterday at the centre,
chaired by Leong in her capacity as
acting president of the advisory body.

Leong explained that the
“Discovering the History of Macao”
cultural tourism experience follows a

The Macau Post Daily

“history + performing arts + cultural
and creative” model. It links three
historically significant sites: the site
of the 1844 signing of the unequal
US—China Treaty of Wangxia (also
known as the Treaty of Mong Ha) at
Kun Iam Temple, the Xian Xinghai
Memorial Museum, and General Ye
Ting’s Former Residence. Through
interactive formats such as theatrical
guided tours and stamp-collecting
activities, historical knowledge
will be presented in a lively and
engaging manner, she said.

Free shuttle buses will be
provided, with pick-up points at
Rua de D. Belchior Carneiro near
the Ruins of St. Paul’s and at Rua
do Cunha in Taipa.

It is planned that the buses will
operate every weekend, running
two trips on Saturdays and two on

Cultural Development Consultative Council Acting President and Cultural Aasffairs

Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man (right) and fellow councillor leng Weng
Fat look on after the government-appointed council’s regular closed-door meeting at

the Macao Cultural Centre (CCM) yesterday.

Sundays. No prior registration is
required, allowing residents and
tourists to join at any of the three
sites. Leong added that participants

Macau bowlers clinch silver at Asian
bowling contest

Armindo Neves

The 10-day 25" Asian Junior
Bowling Championships is currently
underway at the Jaya Ancol Bowling
Centre in Jakarta where athletes
Vong Cheng Hong and Lucio

Marcello Chiu (#5 F) clinched a
silver medal in the Men’s Doubles,
according to an online report by
Macau Sports Weekly yesterday
Vong and Chiu scored 2,585
points in the competition, finishing

Macau’s Vong Cheng Hong (left) and Lucio Marcello Chiu (second from left) pose
with their medal-winning competitors for a group photo during the awards ceremony
at the Jaya Ancol Bowling Center in Jakarta during the ongoing 25" Asian Junior
Bowling Championships. - Photo courtesy of Asian Bowling Federation

Macau taekwondists posing with their medal at Hunan Normal University in
Changsha, Hunan Province, during the 2026 China Open International Taekwondo
Championships which concluded on Monday.
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Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.

SHOWERS, HEAVY AT FIRST.
SHOWERS WILL EASE OFF LATER.
A FEW THUNDERSTORMS AT
FIRST.

FORCE 3 TO 4 SOUTH TO
SOUTHWESTERLY WINDS WITH

GUSTS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY
U
1447
75% AND 98%. m
Source: SMG

WILL RANGE BETWEEN

22 points ahead of the third-ranked
Kuwaiti team to secure the runner-
up position. The Qatari group won
the championship with a total score
0f 2,613 points.

Macau taekwondists clinch
6 gold, 2 silver, 5 bronze

Meanwhile, the three-day 2026
China Open International Tackwondo
Championships concluded at Hunan
Normal University in Changsha City,
Hunan Province, on Monday.

According to a report in Macau
Sports Weekly yesterday, Macau
tackwondists clinched six gold, two
silver, and five bronze medals at the
contest.

Macau’s tackwondists won one
bronze medal each in the Women’s
Individual U30 and Women’s
Individual 12-14 age groups in
the General Poomsae* events,
while clinching a gold medal in
the Women’s Team event for ages
12-14.

They also won one silver medal
each in the Women’s Individual
O17 and Men’s Individual O17
events in the Freestyle Poomsae
category. In the same category, they
took home one gold medal each in
the Women'’s Individual O17, Men’s
Individual U17, Mixed Doubles
U17, and Mixed Team U17 events,
as well as one bronze medal each in
the Women’s Individual Ul7 and
Mixed Doubles U17 events.

In combat sports, Macau tae-
kwondists won a bronze medal in the
Men’s Youth -51kg event and a gold
medal in the Men’s Junior -57kg
event, according to the report. B

* In  Taekwondo, Poomsae
refers to a set pattern of defensive
and offensive movements practised
against an imaginary opponent.

- Photo: Armindo Neves

who complete the stamp collection
across all three sites will receive a
souvenir.

Leong noted first

that the
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phase of the initiative will run as a
two-month trial with a budget of
approximately 1.6 million patacas.
Participation in all activities is free of
charge. The Cultural Affairs Bureau
will adjust the number of sessions
and route arrangements based on the
effectiveness of the trial.

Committee member Ieng Weng
Fat noted that the councillors support
the plan, believing it would help
promote patriotic education and
encourage younger tourists to learn
about Macau’s history and culture.

Leong said that the official
launch date would be announced
in due course, as preparations are
currently in full swing. She added
that the bureau hopes to revitalise
Macau’s historical resources through
innovative approaches and fulfil its
role in cultural dissemination. m

IC launches summer stamp
collection activity in Nape

Khalel Vallo

The Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC) said in a statement yesterday
that it will launch a three-day
summer stamp collection activity
in the Macao Cultural Centre
(CCM) Plaza and Anim’Arte
NAM VAN, encouraging families
to participate in cultural activities
and enter a lucky draw for prizes
including round-trip air tickets,
electronic consumption vouchers
and limited-edition merchandise.

The “MICAF, MICAF, Where
Are You?” stamp collection
activity will run from tomorrow
through Sunday, alongside the
“MICAF Fun Day” Arts Carnival
and the “Art Everywhere -
Cultural Vibes at the Weekend”
event, the statement said.

MICAF stands for “Macao
International ~ Children’s  Arts
Festival”.

Stamp  collection  points

are located at the information
counter in CCM Plaza and the
“10 minutes of Reading” activity
area at Anim’Arte NAM VAN,
the statement said, adding that
participants can take photos with
MICAF decorations at the venues,
check in and upload the photos to
social media to receive a stamp on
their collection cards. Those who
collect two stamps from different
venues can enter the lucky draw,
the statement said, noting that the
draw will be held at 9:00 p.m. on
Sunday during the “MICAF Fun
Day” Arts Carnival.

According to the statement,
prizes include round-trip tickets
sponsored by Air Macau, electronic
consumption vouchers sponsored
by Bank of China (BOC), limited-

Correction

This note is to clarify that the author of yesterday’s commentary headlined “Growth and Presence”
on page 2 was erroneously identified in a footnote as Prof. Lin Guangzhi, director of the Institute for
Social and Cultural Research (ISCR) at the Macau University of Science and Technology (MUST). In
fact, the author, Lam Kong Chuen, is a contemporary artist, architect, art critic, film director, writer,
and poet born in Guangdong in 1985. He currently serves as Partner at L&C Architecture. We regret the
error, which occurred in the editing process.

edition skateboards sponsored by
Fanta, and “Wandering in a Parallel
World” plush toys co-presented by
MGM and the bureau.

The list of winners will
be announced on the “IC Art”
Facebook page, the statement
underlined.

Registration ~ for  selected
activities for “MICAF Fun Day”
Arts Carnival, including “Backstage
Adventures”,  “Water  Party”,
“Water Fun Park”, “Foam Party”
and “Kid’s Reading Fun Share”,
opened at 3:00 p.m. yesterday on
the MICAF website (https:/www.
icm.gov.mo/micaf), the statement
said, adding that limited on-site
registration will also be available
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Meanwhile, “Art Everywhere
— Cultural Vibes at the Weekend”
at Anim’Arte NAM VAN will
also run tomorrow, Saturday
and Sunday evenings, featuring
cultural performances and cultural
and creative product stalls. m
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This poster provided by the Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC) yesterday
promotes the “MICAF, MICAF, Where
Are You?” stamp collection slated
to start tomorrow in Macao Cultural
Centre (CCM) Plaza and Anim’Arte
NAM VAN.
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Discovering Macau’s colours:
Julia Lam’s Hua of Casa

Interview by Rui Pastorin

Macau is a very special place to local contemporary
artist Julia Lam Tsz Kwan. And in her latest

exhibition “Hua of Casa” at the Mandarin Oriental lobby,
she hopes to tell Macau’s story through not only its places,
but the city’s colours.

This is all done using her signature art style employing
the superflat* aesthetic, with the resulting works blending
imagination, history and memory.

Marking the second in Lam’s “Superflat” series, the
exhibition features pieces created between 2025 and 2026,
Lam told the Post in a recent interview at the hotel.

Breaking down its title, Lam noted that “Hua” is
derived from the word “hue”, or colour spectrum, as well
as the Chinese words % (Hu4) and f£ (Hua). Directly
translated, the former carries definitions like “splendid”,
“flower” and “China”, while the latter refers to “flower”
or “blooming plant. “Casa”, meanwhile, is the Portuguese
word for home.

Aside from depicting gates and local landmarks, the
works also incorporate nature to point out how it is not
separate from architecture and culture, along with noting
changes in the city’s greenery. Hoping to highlight aspects
that make Macau unique, she also includes what she called
“hidden gems”, particularly local gates, that she believes
are worth visiting.

This stems back to how the Superflat series began:

“I started searching for hidden gems in Macau, like doors,
gates, the Red Market, which really brings me good
memories” while also being silent witnesses to history and
change, perhaps even over hundreds of years.

“They have stories and I think we need someone to tell
them. And I wish my colours can tell their stories. Since
starting the first piece, the Red Market, I’ve had a mission
to accomplish: I have to tell people what the colour of
Macau is”, she pointed out.

The gems are still there

In finding inspiration, Lam set off by doing one of the
things she loves doing in her hometown: going for a walk.

During these excursions, Lam said that her route often
included places that she grew up seeing, and she started
noticing a few things: “I went across the alleys and I could
start counting how many changes there were”, wanting
to bring attention to what has changed or even what is
already gone.

One of the places that stood out to her the most was
the Suzhou style moon gate at Lou Lim leoc Garden,
which, aside from appreciating its aesthetics and history,
was place she loved going around when she was little.
Nowadays however, Lam thinks that not many people
walk around the garden or appreciate its beautiful moon
gate, wanting to bring attention to it. As she continued on
her walks, Lam also began connecting other areas within
walking distance.

THURSDAY August 27, 2026

Julia Lam Tsz Kwan
poses in front of some

of her works displayed

at the Mandarin Oriental,
Macau lobby in Nape after
a recent Post interview.

- Photos: Rui Pastorin
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The arch at the Barrier Gate checkpoint is also another
area that makes an appearance in Lam’s artwork, noting that
while it is now in yellow, she remembers a time when it was
pink, suddenly just noticing the change while crossing the
border as an adult.

Once she knew what she wanted to paint and feature, she
started conducting research, studying aspects ranging from
the architects behind these designs to when it was built down
to the building methods and history behind it, as well as how
the story continues to unfold today.

Sketching, the colours and their combinations came next.
And beyond pieces depicted from memory or history, Lam
also mixes in imagination in some pieces, noting that this is
evident in the blues of the piece showing the moon gate at Lou
Lim Ieoc Garden.

Knowing Macau ‘in a different way’

Through the exhibition, Lam said she hopes that people in
Macau can also be encouraged to explore Macau’s hidden gems
and start to talk about, protect and make good use of them, also
wishing for tourists and locals to “know Macau in a different
way”. This means also acknowledging not only the city’s lively
entertainment aspect, but that culture and the most valuable
things can also be found within its streets and alleys.

Moreover, she noted that art is a great way to tell a story,
while culture is a strong language to engage in dialogue with
others, hoping to encourage others to learn more about Macau
and its many hidden gems.

This also ties into what Lam said is the biggest lesson
she’s learnt throughout making this series, which is having an
appreciation for one’s homeland. And as an artist, she hopes
to be able to make something that the next generation can see
and be proud of.

*The “superflat” concept and postmodern art movement
was introduced by Japanese artist Takashi Murakami in 2000,
who critiqued Japanese consumer culture through flattened
Sforms: https://www.macaupostdaily.com/news/23092 .
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Govt to merge & streamline several entities from next week

S
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Secretary for Administration and Justice Wong Sio Chak (right)
speaks during yesterday’s press conference at Government
Headquarters as Economic and Technological Development
Bureau (DSEDT) Director Yau Yun Wah looks on.

Tony Wong

The government yesterday announced the
mergers and restructuring of several public
entities, which will take effect on Tuesday
next week.

The Consumer Council (CC) and the
Science and Technology Development Fund
(FDCT) will be merged into the Economic
and Technological Development Bureau
(DSEDT).

Both the council and the fund are currently
bureau-level public entities.

The administrative, financial, and IT
duties of four bureaus directly overseen by
the chief executive will be performed by a
single entity — the Government Headquarters
Affairs Bureau (DSASG). These four bureaus
comprise the Policy Research and Regional
Development Bureau (DSEPDR), the
Government Information Bureau (GCS), the
Public Assets Supervision and Management
Bureau (DSGAP), and the Personal Data
Protection Bureau (DSPDP).

The Macao Conservatory, currently
operated under the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC), will be moved to the Education and
Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ).

Secretary for Administration and Justice
Wong Sio Chak, who is also the spokesman
for the government’s top advisory body — the
Executive Council, made the announcement
during a press conference at Government
Headquarters yesterday.

The mergers and restructuring of public
entities are among the major initiatives under
the local government’s current campaign to
deepen public administration reform.

DSEDT-CC-FDCT merger
Currently, the Economic and
Technological Development Bureau, headed
by a director and two deputy directors,
comprises six departments and 13 divisions,

conference.

while the Consumer Council, headed by a
president and a vice-president, comprises one
department and three divisions.

Including its president, the board of the
Science and Technology Development Fund
currently has three members. The president
receives a bureau-director salary, while the
other two members each receive a bureau-
deputy-director salary. The fund currently
comprises four departments.

During yesterday’s press conference,
Wong noted that these three bureau-level
public entities currently comprise three
bureau-director-level positions, five deputy-
director-level positions, 11 departments, and
16 divisions in total.

After the council and the fund merge into
the bureau on Tuesday next week, Wong
said, the restructured bureau will comprise
seven departments and 11 divisions. It will,
as currently, be headed by a director and two
deputy directors.

More specifically, the restructured bureau’s
seven department-level subunits will comprise
six departments and a Consumer Council
— which will perform the same duties and
functions as the current Consumer Council.

The other six departments will be
respectively tasked with external trade,
industrial and commercial development,
cooperation and planning for sci-tech research,
sci-tech industry, intellectual property, and
business activity licensing and inspection.

The restructured Economic and Techno-
logical Development Bureau will be regulated
by a new administrative regulation governing
its organisational structure and operation,
which will take effect on September 1. Gov-
ernment-drafted administrative regulations,
aka bylaws, do not require the legislature’s
approval.

The current administrative regulation of
the Consumer Council will be abolished on

Wong Sio Chak and Government Headquarters Affairs Bureau
(DSASG) Director Derek Loi Chi San address yesterday’s press

Tuesday next week.

Despite being merged into the Economic
and Technological Development Bureau, the
Science and Technology Development Fund
will continue to have its own administrative
regulation — regulated by a new one from
Tuesday next week. No longer operating as
a bureau-level public entity, the fund will
instead be operated by the bureau.

The fund will have a board consisting of
five members, all of whom will each receive
a salary equivalent to 50 points for public
servants — 4,700 patacas currently.

DSASG restructuring

Meanwhile, according to Wong, the
organisational structure of the Government
Headquarters Affairs Bureau (DSASG) will
also be streamlined.

Wong noted that the bureau currently
comprises a director, two deputy directors,
three departments, and eight divisions. After
its restructuring on Tuesday next week, it will
comprise a director, a deputy director, three
departments, and six divisions.

The new administrative regulation
governing its organisational structure and
operation will also enable the bureau to
perform the administrative, financial, and IT
duties of four bureaus directly overseen by
the chief executive: the Policy Research and
Regional Development Bureau (DSEPDR),
the Government Information Bureau
(GCS), the Public Assets Supervision and
Management Bureau (DSGAP), and the
Personal Data Protection Bureau (DSPDP).

Consequently, Wong noted, the respective
administrative regulations governing these
four bureaus’ organisational structures will
also be amended. Specifically, the number of
deputy-director-level positions, departments,
and divisions in the four bureaus combined will
be reduced by one, one, and four, respectively.

Wong Sio Chak, Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man (left),
and Education and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) Deputy Director Wong Ka Ki
address yesterday’s press conference.

- Photos: Tony Wong

The Policy Research and Regional
Development Bureau will have only one
deputy director, a change from two currently.

The other three bureaus will each, as
currently, have one deputy director.

Macao Conservatory

Meanwhile, Wong also elaborated on the
government’s decision to move the Macao
Conservatory from the Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) to the Education and Youth
Development Bureau (DSED)J).

After the relocation, the Macao
Conservatory will become a public school
operated by the Education and Youth
Development Bureau. Moreover, the Macao
Conservatory will run an affiliated education
centre — operated as a continuing education
institution for members of the general public.

Wong said that the relocation aims to
create higher-quality, forward-looking arts
education for young local people while
fostering the integration of arts education into
Macau’s overall education policies.

The culture bureau’s current administrative
regulation will be amended — removing the
Macao Conservatory from its organisational
structure — while the current regulation
governing the education bureau’s structure
will be kept intact. Instead, the operation of
the Macao Conservatory under the education
bureau will merely be formalised by an
executive order published in the Official
Gazette (BO).

Wong underlined that the academic
certificates and qualifications of the students
enrolled in the Macao Conservatory will not
be affected.

Meanwhile, Wong also said that the merger
of the Cultural Affairs Bureau, the Sports
Bureau (ID), and the Cultural Development
Fund will get off the ground in October or
November. B

World’s first ‘embodied Al'’ theme park to open in Hengqin

Ida Cheong

The Work Office of the People’s
Government of Guangdong Province for the
Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation
Zone in Hengqin announced in a statement
on Monday that it will launch the world’s
first immersive embodied AI* theme park
in the Hengqin Chimelong International
Ocean Resort, with the aims of exploring
a new paradigm of industry integration
and establishing a full-chain ecosystem for
embodied Al in culture and tourism.

The statement noted that the project is
jointly developed by Chimelong Group (4=

FE£EH) and Agibot (Shanghai) Technology
Co., Ltd., which officially signed a strategic
cooperation agreement in Hengqin on Sunday.
Operating under a deep “Tourism
+ Technology” integration model, the
embodied Al-themed park will feature
smart-themed hotels and embodied Al
circus performances in Hengqin Chimelong
Spaceship Park, according to the statement. It
added that smart interactive experiences will
be integrated across all scenarios, including
science pop-up lectures, park parades, and
hotel services, providing visitors with a
fresh, immersive entertainment experience.

Additionally, a joint Al laboratory will
be established within the park to tackle key
technological bottlenecks, conduct real-
world scenario validation, and drive the
large-scale application of humanoid robots
in the culture and tourism consumer sector,
the statement said.

Currently, no large-scale embodied Al-
themed theme park exists globally, as most
overseas parks limit robot uses to localised
pilot projects, the statement said, adding
that by leveraging China’s mature, modern
infrastructure, this initiative aims to fill a
market void and establish a global competitive

edge in tech-empowered tourism. m

*Embodied Intelligence (or embodied
Al) refers to artificial intelligence systems
that learn, reason, and act directly within a
physical or simulated physical environment
through a physical agent — such as a
humanoid robot, autonomous vehicle, or
robotic arm. Unlike disembodied Al (like
standard Large Language Models/LLMs or
image generators that process static text
or images in isolation), embodied Al relies
on a continuous feedback loop between
perception, action, and physical interaction.
— Gemini
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34* Macao Int’l Fireworks Dlsplay Contest to start Sept 12

Khalel Vallo

The Macao Government Tourism Office
(MGTO) announced in a press conference
at the Forum for Economic and Trade
Cooperation between China and Portuguese-
speaking Countries (Macao) — also known as
Forum Macao — yesterday that the 34" Macao
International Fireworks Display Contest will
take place from September 12 to October 4,
featuring 10 international fireworks teams and
large-scale drone shows for the first time.

Organised by MGTO, this year’s contest
is themed “Set Sail for Macao, where the Silk
Road Sparkles” and will combine fireworks,
drone shows, and community activities to
create a series of nighttime events during
the Mid-Autumn Festival and National Day
periods.

Addressing the press conference, in Sai
Van, MGTO Director Maria Helena de Senna
Fernandes said that the contest remains one of
Macao’s iconic annual events, adding that the
event has continued to embrace innovation
and diversity since its inception, aiming to
showcase Macao’s appeal as a destination
through “tourism + events”.

Senna Fernandes added that this year’s
introduction of large-scale drone shows will
create a new experience for spectators, with

6,000 works to be showcased at inmate,
juvenile delinquent exhibition

of renewal and rebirth”, the statement said.

Aside from the exhibition, the statement said that
booth games by the bureau, co-organisers and non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) will also be set
up in the Heart-shaped Tree Square, where Shiny, the
care buddy” will also be present, altogether
encouraging community support and participation.

The free-admission exhibition will be open from
1:00 p.m. to 6 p.m. on September 4, and from
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on September 5 and 6. m

Rui Pastorin

An exhibition featuring over 6,000 hand-crafted
items will be showcased at the Macao Science Centre

(MSC) from next Friday through Sunday.

Held by the Correctional Services Bureau (DSC)
from September 4-6 at the centre’s Convention
Hall, the exhibition is titled “Inmates and Juvenile
Delinquents’ Handicraft Exhibition”, with organisers
noting in a recent statement that there will be a variety
of works to be showcased. These also contain “stories

fireworks, light formations, and music coming
together to present stories in the sky, adding
that the budget for this year’s edition is 18.9
million patacas. Last year’s budget stood at
18.06 million patacas.

By chronological order, pyrotechnic
enterprises from Brazil, Canada, China,
Switzerland, Italy, Portugal, the Philippines,
South Korea, Thailand, and the United
Kingdom will stage shows over the waters off
Macau Tower at 9:00 p.m. and 9:40 p.m. on
September 12, 19, and 25, as well as October
1 and 4, two companies each night.

According to a statement by MGTO
yesterday, each display will last about 18
minutes.

Companies from Brazil, Italy, Portugal
and Switzerland will make their local debuts,
while six returning teams include British,
Philippine, and Chinese firms that placed first,
second, and third respectively in last year’s
contest.

The contest will be divided into three

chapters “Encounter with History”,
“Encounter  with Civilisation”, and
“Encounter with the Future” — with more

than 3,400 drones forming large-scale aerial
displays, the statement said, adding that the
drone shows will serve as opening and closing

9. &6

bureau’s

Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO) Director
Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes addresses
yesterday’s 34" Macao International Fireworks
Display Contest press conference at Forum Macao
in Sai Van. - Photo: Khalel Vallo

highlights for the first and final nights.

The September 25 displays by the
Portuguese and South Korean teams will
coincide with the Mid-Autumn Festival, while
the Thai and Chinese teams will perform on
October 1 for National Day. Following the

KMYY
RY”

two final displays on October 4, a prize-giving
ceremony will announce the contest winners.

Meanwhile, a series of parallel activities
will accompany the contest — the Photo
Contest, Student Drawing Contest, and Al
Generative Art Contest. According to the
statement, the Photo Contest will introduce a
new category for Hengqin residents this year.

The Fireworks Carnival, co-hosted
by MGTO and the General Union of
Neighbourhood Associations of Macau (Kai
Fong), will be held beside the Macao Science
Centre waterfront in Nam Van from 5:30 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m. on each fireworks night.

Temporary traffic and parking
arrangements will be implemented during the
firework displays, including the suspension of
some metered and motorcycle parking spaces
and temporary traffic restrictions around Sai
Van Lake and parts of Taipa.

As the contest takes place during the
typhoon season, MGTO will monitor weather
conditions through an interdepartmental
mechanism and assess their impact on the
event schedule and operational safety, the
statement said, adding that contingency plans
will be implemented according to typhoon
conditions, with any changes announced to
the public as soon as possible. B
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This poster downloaded from the Correctional Services Bureau (DSC) website last night
promotes the upcoming Inmates and Juvenile Delinquents’ Handicraft Exhibition 2026.

Macao int’l alrport pilots cargo operatlons in Henggqin

ZHUHAI — Macao International Airport
(MIA) yesterday launched pilot cargo
palletization on neighboring Henggqin island
in Zhuhai as part of its upstream cargo
terminal project currently under construction.

This means that security screening and
palletization, which is the stacking of goods
for transportation, for cargo shipped from the
Chinese mainland to overseas destinations via
Macao will be gradually expanded from MIA
to Henggqin.

Construction of the Hengqin cargo
terminal, located about 13 kilometers from
MIA, began in October 2025, with a planned
gross floor area of approximately 97,600
square meters. It is scheduled to be completed
by the end of 2026 and become officially
operational in the first half of 2027, serving
as an extension of MIA for security screening
and palletization to facilitate cargo transport
between the mainland and Macao.

The pilot palletization took place at a
logistics center near the Hengqin terminal
project site. Later yesterday, the cargo,
comprising e-commerce goods and daily-
use items such as toys and watches, was
transported via Hengqin Port to MIA, bound
for Malaysia and the Philippines.

Sam Hou Fai, chief executive of the Macao
Special Administrative Region (MSAR),
Guangdong Vice Governor Zhang Guozhi,
and several other officials from Macao and
Guangdong attended a launch ceremony for
the pilot palletization initiative.

Ng Wai Han, secretary for economy and
finance of the Macao SAR government, said

51 35 345 595

Two trucks loaded with goods are about to depart from the logistics center near Hengqin terminal project

site to Macao International Airport yesterday.

at the ceremony that the launch of the pilot
palletization marked an important milestone
in the project, adding that Macao and Hengqin
will seize this opportunity to further improve
their trade and logistics ecosystems.

The construction of the Hengqin cargo
terminal has been listed as one of the tasks
aimed at supporting Hong Kong and Macao
SARs in better integrating into and serving
the country’s overall development under
China’s 15" Five-Year Plan (2026-2030). It is
also included in Macao’s third five-year plan
for economic and social development for the
same period, released by the SAR government
last week.

According to the SAR’s plan, the terminal
is expected to be capable of handling 300,000
tonnes of cargo per year, three times MIA’s

- Photo: GCS

current annual air cargo processing capacity
of roughly 100,000 tonnes.

Customs checks were conducted in
advance to reduce time spent at the border
during the pilot operations. After passing
these checks, containers carrying the pilot
cargo were sealed with smart locks recognized
by both mainland and Macao customs in
Hengqin. This allowed customs officers
at Hengqin Port to inspect only the locks,
instead of screening the containers, thereby
facilitating the border-crossing process.

Once put into regular operation, the
Hengqin cargo terminal project is expected
to help enterprises reduce not only transport
time but also logistics costs.

“Traditionally, outbound e-commerce
cargo has to be transported by trucks with

cross-border license plates from collection
points to destinations, meaning a rather high
logistics cost,” said Zhang Lifen, deputy
commissioner of Hengqin Customs.

“If the cargo is to be processed at the
upstream terminal, it can first be transported
by trucks with regular mainland license plates
to the terminal, before being transferred to
trucks designated for cross-border transport,
which will efficiently cut operating costs for
companies,” she explained.

“The new cross-border land-air transport
model will make exports more efficient and
less burdensome for enterprises,” said Luo
Rui, who works for a Guangdong-based
logistics-related company.

Earlier this week, the Guangdong-Macao
In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin,
where the new cargo terminal is located,
launched a package of favorable policies to
support the building of an international air
transport hub across Macao and Guangdong,
including subsidies for international freight
forwarders using the Hengqin upstream cargo
terminal for inbound and outbound business.

Wu Chuangwei, director of the economic
development bureau of the cooperation zone,
said yesterday that the zone will continue to
improve cross-border air cargo supervision and
customs clearance coordination, facilitating
the efficient flow of cross-border logistics
resources. Such efforts, he added, will
further promote the appropriately diversified
development of Macao’s economy and market
integration in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area. — Xinhua
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Xi urges all-out rescue, relief efforts after mudslide
hits border port in Xizang

BEIJING - President Xi Jinping has
ordered all-out efforts to search and rescue
people who are missing after a mudslide in
Nepal caused casualties at Gyirong border port
in southwest China’s Xizang Autonomous
Region yesterday morning.

Xi, also general secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee and chairman of the Central
Military Commission, called for efforts to
evacuate residents at risk and provide timely
medical treatment to the injured to minimize
casualties.

He issued the instructions after the
mudslide struck the port in Gyirong County,
causing severe casualties.

As of 8:00 p.m., it had killed three people
and left 265 others missing, according to
the on-site headquarters. Authorities are still
verifying the casualties.

In the instructions, Xi stressed the need
to strengthen monitoring and early warning,
ensure scientific rescue operations and guard

Surveillance camera footage posted on Chinese mainland social media platforms shows flash floods
hitting Gyirong Port (checkpoint) in the Xizang Autonomous Region yesterday.

against secondary disasters.

Noting that China is currently in a
critical period of flood control, he urged
local authorities and relevant departments to
prepare for worst-case scenarios and extreme

- AFP

situations, fully implement measures for flood
and typhoon prevention, and step up efforts
to identify and address potential risks and
hazards.

He demanded resolute action to prevent

Li stresses efforts to secure bumper

autumn grain harvest

major and catastrophic disasters and accidents
and safeguard people’s lives and property.

Premier Li Qiang also issued instructions,
calling for an immediate verification of the
number of the missing and affected people
and for all-out rescue and relief efforts.

Li, also a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee, instructed the Foreign
Ministry to strengthen communication
and coordination with relevant countries,
promptly share information and work together
to properly handle rescue and relief efforts.

Vice Premier Zhang Guoqing, also a
member of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee, led officials from relevant
departments to the site to guide rescue and
disaster-response operations.

Authorities in Xizang have mobilized
forces to carry out search and rescue
operations. All relevant operations are
underway. — (More about the mudslide on
p-14) — Xinhua

Rescuers rush to mudslide-hit

border checkpoint in Xizang

LHASA — Rescue teams

are 5,000 moisture-proof mats to the

CHANGCHUN — Premier Li Qiang has called
for multiple measures to stabilize and boost grain
production and all-out efforts to secure a bumper
autumn grain harvest.

Li, also a member of the Standing Committee
of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central Committee, made the
remarks during an investigation and research
tour to northeast China’s Heilongjiang and Jilin
provinces from Monday to Wednesday.

He also called for continued efforts to
enhance the country’s comprehensive agricultural
production capacity and ensure a stable and secure
supply of grain and other important agricultural
products.

During a visit to a farm in Heilongjiang, Li
inspected the growth of soybeans, corn and
rice. Noting that the crops are currently in a
critical period for yield formation, he called for
strengthened field management and efforts to
ensure adequate supplies and stable prices of
agricultural production materials.

At an agricultural science and technology park
and a rice research institute, Li said that science

provinces from Monday to yesterday.

and technology hold the key to increasing grain
yields. He called for accelerating the application
of artificial intelligence and the development of
smart agriculture.

After inspecting the construction progress of
a major water conservancy project, Li called for
efforts to enhance agricultural disaster prevention
and mitigation capacity to help ensure stable
harvests despite droughts or floods.

During a visit to an agricultural cooperative
in Jilin, Li called for improving the system of
convenient and efficient agricultural services
and promoting better integration of smallholder
farmers with modern agricultural practices.

Li also inspected a corn oil production line and
called for efforts to advance the deep processing
of agricultural products, extend industrial chains,
enhance value chains, and boost the capacity to
create jobs.

During a visit to Chagan Lake, Li was briefed
on ecological fishery development. He called
for developing modern ecological aquaculture
and promoting diversified businesses, including
ecological tourism. — Xinhua
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Premier Li Qlang (second from Ieft), also a member of the Standmg Commlttee of the Political Bureau of the

Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, inspects the growth of rice at a farm in Jiamusi, Heilongjiang
Province, on Tuesday. Li paid an investigation and research visit to the nation’s northeastern Heilongjiang and Jilin
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- Xinhua

racing to a mudslide-stricken border
port in southwest China’s Xizang
Autonomous Region after the disaster
caused significant casualties across the
China-Nepal border yesterday.

The mudslide occurred yesterday
morning in Nepal, resulting in three
people dead and 265 missing at Gyirong
Port in Gyirong County of Xizang as of
8 p.m., according to initial estimates.

President Xi Jinping has ordered
all-out efforts to search and rescue
people who are missing, evacuate
residents at risk and provide timely
medical treatment to the injured to
minimize casualties.

Xi, also general secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee and chairman of the
Central Military Commission, stressed
the need to strengthen monitoring and
early warning, ensure scientific rescue
operations and guard against secondary
disasters.

Vice Premier Zhang Guogqing, a
member of the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee, is leading
officials from relevant departments to
the site to guide rescue and disaster-
response operations.

Xizang has activated its highest-
level relief and emergency response
for natural disasters. The region’s
emergency management authority has
dispatched 792 personnel and 152
vehicles for the rescue effort, while
the regional fire and rescue authority
has mobilized 72 vehicles and 431
firefighting and rescue personnel with
rescue dogs, life scanners and speed
boats to aid the effort. Troops and
armed police officers have also been
sent to help with the rescue.

Fleets of rescue vehicles can be
seen on the way from Lhasa to Gyirong,
according to Xinhua reporters who are
racing to the site.

As of 5:35 p.m. central and
regional authorities had dispatched
relief supplies including 8,000 cotton
coats, 2,000 tents, 3,000 quilts and

affected area, officials said.

The mudslide has cut off roads
leading to the port, as well as
communications and power supplies,
officials revealed, adding that the
first batch of power grid repairers had
arrived at the site.

On the national level, the Ministry
of Natural Resources activated a Level-
IT emergency response for geological
disasters, the second-highest in China’s
four-tier emergency response system,
and dispatched a working team to the
stricken site to guide rescue operations
and prevent secondary disasters, the
ministry said.

The National Commission for
Disaster Prevention, Reduction and
Relief, together with the Ministry of
Emergency Management (MEM),
helped allocate 30,000 central relief
supplies including tents, stoves,
clothing, quilts, folding beds and
moisture-proof mats to support the
evacuation, resettlement and relief
work.

The Ministry of Finance and the
MEM also allocated 120 million yuan
in central natural disaster relief funds
to support Xizang in carrying out
emergency rescue and disaster relief
operations.

Meanwhile, the National
Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC) earmarked 100 million yuan
in central budget investment to support
post-disaster emergency recovery and
reconstruction efforts.

China Anneng, a state-owned
engineering and rescue enterprise, has
sent a first batch of 200 rescue personnel
to the site, carrying equipment
including multi-functional drones, 3D
laser scanners and life detectors.

The local meteorological
observatory  forecasts  continued
rainfall across Gyirong County

through Sunday, warning of possible
floods, landslides and other secondary
disasters in low-lying areas.

— Xinhua, MPD
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S Korean police find 4 bodies
on Jeju Island, sparking review

SEOUL — South Korean police
have found the bodies of four people
reported missing on a popular resort
island, as investigators probe local
police’s handling of the missing
persons cases.

The discovery of the bodies over
three days through Monday has sent
shockwaves through Jeju Island,
a resort destination that draws
more than 13 million domestic and
foreign visitors each year.

The missing persons cases appear
unrelated, but two were reportedly
closed by the same officer.

One case involved 37-year-
old Jang Mi-ran, whose body
was found on Monday after her
boyfriend reported her missing in
May. The other involved a missing
man in his 60s.

Authorities Tuesday
detained the investigator,
surnamed Bu, who closed both
cases, accusing him of falsifying
records and neglecting his duties.

Bu allegedly closed Jang’s
case by falsely recording her death
as a “traffic accident casualty”.

He had reportedly told Jang’s
family that he had made contact
with the woman and that she was
safe but did not wish to be found.

on

“The arrest warrant against
the defendant was issued over
concerns of flight risk and evidence
tampering,” detective Jung Tae-won
said at a news conference yesterday.

The government launched a
task force to “swiftly examine all
missing cases the defendant had
handled,” he added.

The scandal prompted President
Lee Jae Myung to order a probe
into the handling of Jang’s case. He
instructed his cabinet to present a
reform plan for the police force.

“Recently, serious concerns
have emerged over a lack of
discipline within the police and
irresponsibility in  maintaining
public safety,” Lee said at a
cabinet meeting on Tuesday.

“Please give some thought to
how the police should be reformed
going forward, including the
establishment of a body tasked
with overseeing police reform,”
he added.

Police have also launched
a comprehensive review of all
missing persons cases closed
over the past three years — some
310,000 cases — in response to
the scrutiny, Yonhap news agency
reported yesterday. —AFP

Thailand’s constitutional court to rule
on validity of Feb election ballots

BANGKOK - Thailand’s
Constitutional Court is set to rule
on September 28 whether barcodes
and QR codes printed on ballots
violated the charter’s guarantee
of voting secrecy, in a case that
could lead to the February general
election being annulled.

In a statement yesterday, the
court set the ruling date after
hearing testimonies from five
witnesses, noting that the fact-
finding phase has now closed
and ordered associated parties to
submit written closing statements
by September 11.

The court found it necessary
to conduct an on-site evidence
inspection today, assigning two
judges and court officials to inspect
the ballot storage sites, ballot

stubs, unused ballots, voter rolls,
and election materials used in the
February 8 election in Bangkok.

In March, the court accepted
a petition filed by the country’s
Ombudsman arguing that the
barcodes and QR codes printed on
ballot papers could potentially be
used to trace and identify individual
voters and their selections.

The Ombudsman said it
had received 22 complaints
urging it to refer the matter to
the Constitutional Court against
the Election Commission and
associated parties, arguing that
the design of the ballots made it
possible to trace a voter’s identity
and cross-check it against how
they voted, implying that ballots
were not cast in secret. — Xinhua

Polish charge d’Affaires in Manila Katarzyna Wilkowiecka (right) and Philippine
Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Arthur Cordura pour champagne
during the acceptance ceremony of the seven and last batch of S-70i Black Hawk
helicopters manufactured by PZL Mielec of Poland, a Lockheed Martin Company
under licence from Sikorsky aircraft of the US, at Villamor air force base in Manila

yesterday.

-AFP
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With ropes and chants, thousands

Mathias Cena
HIROSAKI - Chanting in
unison, hundreds of volunteers in
northern Japan heaved on ropes
yesterday to pull a 400-tonne castle
back towards its original position.

The imposing fortified tower of
Hirosaki Castle was shifted 80 metres
in 2015 to allow for essential repairs
to the stone walls that support it.

Engineers at the time opted to
reposition the three-storey wooden
structure without dismantling it,
hoisting it in one piece on metal
rails to a temporary platform.

Since last Saturday, groups of
about 80 people have been taking
turns moving the tower a few
precious centimetres at a time.

Local officials estimate that
around 4,000 people in total — some
from overseas — have participated,
advancing the structure by nearly
five metres.

“It’s like trying to move a
mountain,” Takahiro Kogawa, a
56-year-old Hirosaki resident, told
AFP, his forehead beaded with sweat
after a few minutes of intense effort.

Azusa Nimiya, a 46-year-
old history and castle enthusiast,
travelled from Shimane, almost
on the other side of Japan’s main
island, to do her bit.

“It’s the experience of a lifetime,
a precious and unique memory,” she
said.

The municipality will deploy
heavy machinery in September to
complete the journey, aiming for a
permanent installation in November.

Following further restoration
work on the copper roof and facades,
the full reopening to the public of

move Japanese castle

Participants pull Hirosaki Castle using ropes to its original position following repair

works in Hirosaki, Aomori Prefecture, Japan yesterday.

this masterpiece from the Edo period
(1603-1868) is scheduled for 2033.

Physical history

By involving the public, “we
wanted everyone to be able to
experience history physically,” said
Kensuke Hayasaka, the head of the
restoration project.

“It’s extremely significant for
passing on the history of Hirosaki
to future generations,” he told AFP.

Lighting destroyed the tower in
the 17th century, and it was rebuilt
in the early 19th century.

But a few decades later, the
stone foundations threatened to
collapse, forcing the tower to be
moved for the first time — again
thanks to muscle power.

It was finally returned to its
original position in 1915.

This  large-scale,  human-
powered operation, known as
“hikiya”, “is a traditional technique

- AFP

for moving structures that has
existed in Japan since ancient
times,” explained Hayasaka.

“Our goal is to preserve this
unique heritage, while ensuring that
the main tower is securely fixed to
its base before the first snowfall,”
which is abundant in winter in this
northern region.

“Seeing all these discussions
and the methods devised by our
predecessors and our teams finally
come to fruition this year is extremely
moving. We feel a profound sense of
accomplishment,” he added.

Among the most enthusiastic
pullers was Katsumi Terada, 82,
who tucked two Japanese flags into
his headband.

Herecounted having participated
11 years earlier.

“I wondered then, with some
anxiety, if I would still be around to
see it return to its base. But look, I
persevered. I’'m alive and well.” — AFP

Fire haze threatens health of millions in
Indonesia, ministry warns

PEKANBARU, Indonesia —
Millions of Indonesians risk health
complications from exposure to
thick haze covering several cities and
towns, officials said yesterday, as El
Niflo-fuelled wildfires wreak havoc
on Borneo and Sumatra islands.

Indonesia, a vast archipelago,
has for weeks battled wildfires
that have led to school closures
and thousands of people requiring
medical treatment, with smoke also
reaching neighbouring Malaysia
and Singapore.

The health ministry said 3.4
million people living in seven
provinces on Borneo and Sumatra
were at risk of respiratory infections
due to exposure.

In Pekanbaru, the capital of
Sumatra’s Riau province, thick
smog forced the government to
shutter dozens of schools as it urged
residents to stay indoors.

“The smog gets thicker at night,
making Pekanbaru almost like a
dead city. A lot of people don’t dare
go out. And if they do, they wear
masks,” Abdullah, a 38-year-old
entrepreneur, told AFP.

“My eyes sting so badly.
When I go outside, it really feels

like breathing in the smoke from
freshly burned trash,” added the
Pekanbaru resident who, like many
Indonesians, has one name.

In Jambi, also on Sumatra,
31-year-old homemaker Farida said
the haze had already affected her
family’s health.

“My four-year-old child and
I have begun coughing so much,
especially when we stay outdoors
too long,” she told AFP. “I have
trouble breathing.”

The Jambi local government
has ordered home schooling for
children in kindergarten and
elementary school for the remainder
of the week.

The health ministry said it had
distributed more than 260,000 face
masks to residents of the hardest-hit
areas.

On Tuesday, President Prabowo
Subianto said the government has
deployed dozens of helicopters,
aircraft, water pumps, and thousands
of personnel to battle the blazes.

“Now I think it has begun to be
brought under control, mitigated.
In several places, I believe, and 1
hope that within the next one to two
weeks everything can be resolved,”

Prabowo said.

Most wildfires are blamed on
slash-and-burn practices to clear
land for farming.

Police said over the weekend
they had arrested 72 people on
suspicion of starting fires.

Fires between January and July
burned more than 200,000 hectares
of land — an area three times the
size of the capital Jakarta, the
government said last week.

That is already larger than
during previous El Nifio seasons in
2019 and 2023.

The El Niflo weather pattern
triggers worldwide changes in winds,
atmospheric pressure and rainfall.

Muslims in Indonesia, celebrating
the birth of Prophet Mohammed on
Tuesday, prayed for rain.

Malaysia said it stood ready to
help put out fires.

Poor air quality in Malaysia’s
Sarawak state, on Borneo island
which it shares with Indonesia and
Brunei, led to nearly 600 schools
being closed last week.

At one point yesterday morning,
tracker IQ Air ranked the Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur second-most
polluted city globally. —AFP
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Hundreds missing after Nepal-Tibet flood kills 98

Anup Ojha
NUWAKOT, Nepal - A massive
flood and landslide disaster

unleashed on the Nepal-Tibet border
killed nearly 100 yesterday and left
several hundred people missing,
many of whom are foreign tourists.

Surveillance footage verified
by AFP shows dozens of people
running away as a stories-tall surge
of debris slams into the Chinese
side of a border area, tossing lorries
and buses aside as it strikes.

BRiw Se S0y 19

This frame grab from a UGC footage
courtesy of Nepal Police shows
floodwaters sweeping through houses
along the Bhote Koshi River after flash
floods in Rasuwa district yesterday.
A massive flood swept through
Nepal’s northern Rasuwa district
yesterday, damaging roads and power
infrastructure as authorities scrambled
to assess the scale of the destruction.
-AFP

‘Black smoke’ chokes Pakistan maternity ward

Shrouq Tarig

ISLAMABAD — A fire erupted in
ahospital maternity ward in Islamabad
yesterday killing 14 infants, Pakistan
authorities said, blaming a faulty air
conditioner for the blaze.

The dawn fire broke out on the
third floor of the Mother and Child
Health Ward at the capital’s premier
public hospital Pakistan Institute
of Medical Sciences (PIMS), the
Islamabad district office said in a
statement.

The statement gave a death toll
of 14, all of whom were infants,
according to Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. Nineteen people, including
seven children, were rescued, Deputy
Interior Minister Talal Chaudhry said.

Health Minister Mustafa Kamal
told reporters outside the hospital
that CCTV footage showed that a
“spark from the air conditioner fell,
and the fire spread within a minute”.

He said 26 fire extinguishers
were used to try to extinguish the
flames but that there were no water
sprinklers in the ward.

Witnesses described chaotic and
harrowing scenes, including intense
smoke and broken glass, a slow
response from emergency services
and guards reportedly preventing
people from leaving the building.

Khurram Mehmood, 40, told
AFP he lost his three-day-old

Chinese state media reported
“major casualties” from a mudslide
at a Tibet border hub, reporting three
dead and another 265 people missing.

Nepal’s Prime Minister Balendra
Shah vowed a maximum response,
writing on social media: “The pain
and loss you have suffered is not
small. But I want to assure you that
you are not alone in this difficult
time - the state is with you with all
its means and resources.”

Police in Nepal reported the death
toll hit at least 95, with rescuers wading
through mud and sludge to look for
survivors in a flood that buried lower
floors of multi-story buildings.

Some 403 tourists — 341 of them
foreigners — were unaccounted
for several hours after the disaster
struck, according to the ministry of
culture tourism and civil aviation.

Nepal’s tourism board said
Americans, Indians, Malaysians,
Britons and an Australian were
among those unaccounted for, as
well as 62 Nepali travellers.

Locals were left traumatised
by the calamity, while experts
cautioned that a lingering blockage
in a river could produce an
additional disastrous flood.

“I got a call from (my brother-
in-law) this morning, and they
were crying and said their entire
house had been swept away. Three
family members were rescued, but
his brother is still missing,” said
56-year-old local Raju Bhadel.

The cause of the flooding was
not immediately clear but Nepal’s
foreign minister Shishir Khanal said an
earthquake likely triggered a landslide,
which in turn blocked a river, sending
water gushing downstream.
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The National Disaster Risk
Reduction and  Management
Authority said satellite data from
Planet Labs indicated a “snow-
rock landslide” on the Nepal-China
border may have caused the flood.

Images shared by Nepali police
showed floodwater surging through
a river, sweeping away houses in its
path, while AFP images depicted
the top floor of a house sticking out
from muddy soil.

The Nepali Army was carrying
out flights and had rescued 114
people from one of the worst-
affected Rasuwa district, according
to the prime minister’s secretariat.

A police spokesman told AFP
earlier that authorities had “alerted
people who are staying near the
riverside to relocate”.

The Nepal Electricity Authority
said about 430 megawatts of production
capacity, including from hydropower
and solar facilities, has been damaged.

“The disaster has damaged
the  production,  transmission
and distribution facilities of the
Authority... resulting in disruption
of electricity supply,” it said.

Sarthak Shrestha, a remote sensing
and geo information analyst at the
Kathmandu-based International Centre
for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), said a preliminary
assessment showed “no anomalies”
from China’s side of the border.

“We believe arock-ice avalanche
occurred in Nepal, blocking the
Lhende river and causing the
cascading flood event,” he told AFP.

Mudslide risk

Several highways were also
closed, Nepali authorities said.
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A father reacts after the death of his child following a fire incident outside the
Mother and Child Health (MCH) ward at the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences

(PIMS) Hospital in Islamabad yesterday.

daughter in the blaze and that
rescuers took hours to arrive.

“My wife was in the ward. They
took everyone out. We were sitting
on the road waiting for help,” he said.

The door to the neonatal
intensive care unit was locked,
according to Jaweria, a woman
who said she also lost her infant.

“I do not believe this. Give
me my child back... Why did the
doctors leave the children there?”

Witness Abdul Ghafoor told
AFP that he went into the hospital
to save patients but could not reach
the maternity ward.

“The fire spread very quickly.

- AFP

There were babies as young as one
day old,” he said.

“There was thick black smoke
inside and patients were trapped...
Rescue teams arrived after almost
two hours (after the fire started).”

Another witness, who did not
give her name, said hospital security
“were not letting them out and the
guards were stopping them”.

“People had to break the door
down and rescue teams had to
break the windows to control the
fire,” she added.

The Islamabad chief commissioner,
Sohail Ashraf, said the emergency call
was made just before 7:00 a.m. (local

Rescue personnel use an excavator to carry a person affected by flash floods at
Devghat in Nepal’s Nuwakot district yesterday.

Massive flooding killed eight people in Nepal yesterday, as Chinese state media
reported “major casualties” from a mudslide at a Tibet trade hub on China’s side of

the nations’ shared border.

Chinese  state  broadcaster
CCTV reported yesterday that “a
mudslide disaster on the Nepalese
side resulted in major casualties and
missing people at the Gyirong Port”
in Tibet.

Footage  shared by  the
broadcaster, which AFP was unable
to immediately verify, showed
rushing water carrying tree branches
and debris, as well as a flooded road.

China’s leader said that “the
most urgent task is doing everything
possible to search for and rescue
the missing people... quickly
treat injured people and minimise
casualties to the greatest extent
possible”, according to CCTV.

Traffic authorities in Tibet’s
Shigatse said roads in the area were
“at risk of mudslides and unsafe for

- AFP

passage” in a post to social media
yesterday.

In July last year, 17 people went
missing after a mudslide near the
Gyirong Port, Xinhua reported at
the time.

Monsoon rains from June to
September regularly trigger deadly
floods and landslides across South Asia.

Scientists say climate change
is increasing the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather events
in the region.

Qianggong Zhang, head of
climate and environmental risks at
ICIMOD, said a second flood may
be imminent.

“With a blockage still lodged
upstream on the Nepal-China border
river, authorities warn a second flood
may occur,” he told AFP. —AFP

as hospital fire kills 14 infants

time), and emergency responders
reached the scene “immediately”
and brought the fire under control.

‘Ran for our lives’

AFP reporters saw a nurse call
out the names of babies who had
perished in the fire as families
gathered outside.

Other patients streamed outside,
their faces covered in soot, with one
man holding a newborn in his arms.

A mother with black residue from
the smoke on her hands stood crying
outside the hospital as she held her
10-day-old baby in her arms.

“People were screaming. There
was black smoke. We ran for our lives.
Thank God my baby is safe,” Shagufta
Parveen, the mother, told AFP.

Funerals already started to
take place yesterday afternoon,
as Islamic burials usually happen
within 24 hours of death.

AFP journalists saw a tiny body
shrouded in white being carried
through the streets of the nearby city of
Rawalpindi, followed by a solemn line
of mourners, before a funeral prayer.

Prime Minister Sharif called for
an investigation and said the “strictest
possible action” should be taken
against those found to be responsible.

He sacked Health Secretary
Aslam Ghori, the country’s top
civil servant for the department, a

statement from his office said.

Chaudhry, the deputy interior
minister, told media outside the
hospital that authorities would launch a
probe, and the bodies of the 14 babies
were handed over to their parents.

But he denied that rescuers did
not arrive quickly enough on the
public holiday, as multiple parents
and witnesses said.

“What happened is sad, but
there was no negligence when it
came to the rescue operations,” he
said, adding that teams reached the
hospital in six minutes.

“What happened is to be inquired,
where the hospital lacked facilities.”

The UN children’s agency
UNICEF said it was “deeply
saddened” by the deaths, and called for
an “urgent review and strengthening
of fire prevention and safety standards
across health facilities”.

Fires in large buildings are
frequent in Pakistan, often due to
poor safety laws and building codes
as well as lax enforcement.

In January, more than 65 people
were killed in a shopping centre fire
in the port city of Karachi.

At least 11 people were killed
in another shopping mall fire in
Karachi in 2023.

In 2012, at least 250 labourers
died at a garment factory in
Karachi. —AFP
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Meta, US states agree US$16.7 billion settlement
in landmark teen safety case

Sara Bloomberg and Alex Pigman

WASHINGTON, DC —Meta agreed to pay
a coalition of US states as much as US$16.7
billion and to impose sweeping new limits on
how teenagers use Facebook and Instagram,
according to a court filing yesterday that ends
a landmark trial in California.

The proposed settlement, filed in federal
court, would resolve claims by 29 states that
Meta deliberately engineered its platforms to
hook young users, misled the public about
the risks and unlawfully collected data from
children under 13.

The changes to how young people use
its apps go further than anything Meta has
accepted before, and follow years of criticism
from parents and experts over the effects of
the world’s biggest social media platforms on
children.

Anger over the impact of Instagram and
Facebook — as well as rival apps like Snapchat
and TikTok -- has driven the spread of age
limits and school phone bans around the world.

In the United States, Meta still faces

thousands of personal injury claims and
litigation from school districts, none of which
the agreement covers.

The case by the 29 states was among the
most far-reaching, with Meta warning that a
courtroom loss could have exposed it to more
than US$1 trillion in penalties.

“Meta has agreed to make massive
transformations that will reduce the risk of
harm from its platforms — and will do it within
months,” California Attorney General Rob
Bonta said in a statement.

He called the outcome “real change, real
transparency, and real enforceable protections
for children.”

The filing states that the agreement does
not amount to an admission of liability or
wrongdoing by Meta, which has consistently
denied the allegations. It requires court
approval to take effect.

The most far-reaching provisions are not
financial. Meta has agreed to a long list of
new safeguards that will substantially change
how the apps work for young people.

Norway arrests 16-year-old
for preparing terror attack
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One change is an automatic nighttime
block that locks teenagers out of Facebook
and Instagram between midnight and 6:00
a.m. local time.

Teenage accounts will also be capped
by default at two hours of cumulative daily
use across Meta’s apps, though time spent
messaging or watching long-form video does
not count toward the limit.

Both restrictions tighten if the rest of the
industry follows suit.

‘Right away’

Meta framed the deal as a template for the
rest of the industry and pressed its competitors
to match it.

“Because teens move fluidly across dozens
of apps, we need an industry-wide solution,”
said C.J. Mahoney, Meta’s chief legal officer.

“We therefore call on our industry peers,
TikTok and YouTube, to implement this new
framework, right away.”

Should competing platforms adopt
equivalent commitments, the overnight
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lockout would widen to 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. and
the daily allowance would fall to 60 minutes
per app, capped at two hours in total.

Compliance would be policed for 10 years
by an independent auditor chosen jointly by
Meta and the states, and paid for by the company.

The settlement payment schedule provides
for 10 annual instalments. California, the
largest recipient, is due US$1.5 billion to
US$2.1 billion over the decade, followed by
New York with up to US$1.13 billion.

The settlement ends the trial in its second
week.

Instagram boss Adam Mosseri took the
stand on Tuesday and admitted he touted
newly launched safety tools for teens without
disclosing low adoption rates from early
testing several years ago.

Other witnesses testified over the past week
that Meta knew the tools were not effective and
even that they were “designed to fail.”

Meta founder and chief executive Mark
Zuckerberg had been expected to testify as
well. —AFP

STOCKHOLM — Norwegian police
said yesterday they had arrested a
16-year-old boy suspected of preparing
a terrorist act, with media reporting he
was preparing to attack a pre-school.

Police prosecutor Lise Dalhaug
told AFP the boy had been arrested
after police received a tip from an
“anonymous person abroad” who had
“become aware of disturbing threats on
various social media platforms.”

Dalhaug said the boy had then been
identified and arrested, and the case
was being investigated as “preparation
for a terrorist act”.

Although the arrest took place in
early June, it has not been made public
until now.

Norwegian newspaper Aftenposten
reported that the boy had plans to

attack a preschool carrying axes and
knives, but Dalhaug would not confirm
the reports.

“He has talked about several
targets,” Dalhaug said, but she did not
wish to say what they had been at this
point.

Dalhaug said the boy had made the
threat on different social platforms and
that the investigation so far indicated
“that he was alone in the planning”.

The boy was a resident of the
Vestfold region south of Oslo, she
added. They hoped to complete the
investigation by the end of September.

Asked about what kind of sentence
the boy could face, Dalhaug said that “it
is a very serious offense”, meaning he
would risk a “harsh prison sentence.”

—AFP

US designates UK-based
Palestine Action as foreign
‘terrorist group’

WASHINGTON, DC — The United
States yesterday named the UK-based
Palestine Action group, which has been
banned by the British government, as a
“specially designated global terrorist”
organisation.

The US also issued sanctions
against the group, saying the move was
for supporting “an act of terrorism.”

Set up in 2020, Palestine Action is
appealing against the UK government
ban which has led to thousands of
arrests. Rights groups have decried
the ban, saying it was aimed at
criminalising dissent.

Palestine Action’s stated goal on its
website is to end “global participation in
Israel’s genocidal and apartheid regime.”

It gained visibility after Israel
launched a devastating military
campaign in Gaza following the
October 7, 2023, attack by fighters
from Palestinian group Hamas in

southern Israel.

Since coming to power for his second
term, US President Donald Trump has
issued orders for his government to
designate what it terms “far-left” groups
as terrorist organizations.

Wednesday’s US action also
designated  Italy-based  Autistici/
Inventati (also known as A/I Collective)
and pro-Palestinian group Masar Badil
as “terrorist” organisations.

US State Department spokesperson
Tommy Piggot declared all three
groups, including Palestine Action, as
being “violent far-left terrorist groups.”

US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent said Washington would bring
“the full weight of our economic tools
to bear” against far-left groups.

“Political terrorism has no place in
our society, and we will continue to cut
the financial lifelines of these groups
until they are eliminated.” —AFP
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Demonstrators hold portraits of Palestinians as they show their solidarity towards Palestmlans detained in Israeli
jails and demanding the release of the bodies of Palestinians withheld by Israel, in Ramallah in the occupied West
Bank yesterday. Violence has surged in the West Bank, which Israel has occupied since 1967, since the start of the

war in Gaza sparked by Hamas’s October 2023 attack on Israel.

- AFP

CIA director was on ‘semi-routine’
mission in Moscow: Trump

WASHINGTON, DC — US President Donald
Trump said yesterday that CIA Director John
Ratcliffe’s visit to Moscow was ‘“‘semi-routine,”
while implying that the intelligence chief was in
the Russian capital to discuss the Ukraine war.

“He’s there, very sort of semi-routine. I hate to
disappoint people. We would like to see the war
with Ukraine end,” Trump said in an interview with
conservative radio host Glenn Beck.

Ratcliffe is one of the highest-ranking US
officials to visit Russia since its war with Ukraine
started in 2022.

His Tuesday visit came amid an escalation in
the conflict, with attacks this summer increasing
the civilian death toll, while US-brokered peace
talks have stalled.

The Kremlin said yesterday that Ratcliffe
had “contacts” with Russia’s special services on
his visit to Moscow but did not meet President
Vladimir Putin.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Putin
was briefed on the talks but refused to say whether
the Ukraine war was raised.

“Contacts through the intelligence services are
a positive development in and of themselves. It is
too early to say how this will affect the process of
resolving the crisis in our relations,” Peskov said.

The last time a CIA director visited Moscow
was in November 2021 — when William Burns
warned Russia against sending troops into Ukraine.
Weeks later, the Kremlin launched its offensive
that turned into one of Europe’s worst conflicts
since World War II.

The CIA has also been involved in prisoner
swap deals with Russia, including a major exchange
in mid-2024.

Trump dismissed suggestions that Ratcliffe was
discussing other issues such as Russia testing the
resolve of NATO or the US campaign to ramp up
economic pressure on Iran.

“He is not in there for any of the things that you
said, now something may come out, you know, out
of it,” Trump told Glenn Beck.

“We’re working very hard to get that war ended,
and frankly, they both want to see it ended at this
point,” the US president said. —AFP
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Prince Harry and family arrive
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back in Britain: UK media

The newly married Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex and Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex, leave Windsor Castle in

Windsor on May 19, 2018. after their wedding to attend an evening reception at Frogmore House.

Joe Jackson

LONDON - Prince Harry, his
wife Meghan and their two children
landed yesterday in Britain, UK
media reported, after the shock
news emerged last week they would
be relocating from the United States.

The couple — who quit Britain
for California six years ago amid a
royal feud — landed in a private jet
at Birmingham Airport in central
England, The Telegraph newspaper
and other media said.

Their spokesman declined to
confirm the arrival, telling the BBC
“this is not something we would
comment on”.

The Telegraph reported that the
couple plan to stay for “an extended
period”, living in a home in the
Cotswolds region, in central England,
having enrolled their children at a
school for the coming academic year.

With questions swirling around
whether the stay is permanent,
reports have noted the couple intend
to keep their existing homes in
California and Portugal.

Their two children — Archie,
seven, and Lilibet, five — have
already been signed up to start at a
private school in early September,
according to UK media outlets.

The school is “in or close to” the
Cotswolds, according to the Daily
Mail.

Reconciliation?

Harry, 41, and Meghan, 45 —
whose formal titles are the duke and
duchess of Sussex —swapped Britain
for the United States amid a bitter
falling-out with his family, which

only worsened as Harry published
his tell-all memoir “Spare”.

A no-holds-barred interview
with US talk show hostess Oprah
Winfrey also deepened the rift.

The prince appeared to have
mended relations with his cancer-
battling father, King Charles III,
during more recent UK visits, but
Harry reportedly remains estranged
from his brother, heir-to-the-throne
Prince William and wife Catherine.

Harry and Meghan met the king
in July, during a brief British visit —
the first time in four years the couple’s
children had met their grandfather.

But they did not meet William
and Kate, and whether the feuding
siblings will reconcile has been
among the many questions thrown
up by their return.

“Harry has made clear that he
has a desire to reconcile,” royal
expert Ed Owens told AFP last
week, after news of the Sussex’s
imminent relocation first surfaced.

“But it’s in the interest of both
King Charles and Prince William to
reconcile with Harry.”

Talk of possible reconciliation
could be undercut by reports that
William might remove their Sussex
titles when he eventually becomes
monarch.

Harry’s grandmother, the late
Queen Elizabeth II, stripped them of
their “Royal Highness” titles, police
protection and public funding when
they quit as working monarchy
members in 2020.

Security?

Other questions remain

- AFP

unanswered, including whether
they will receive publicly funded
security.

Harry has said he did not feel safe
bringing his family to Britain after
losing a court battle over the provision
of  government-funded police
protection while he lived overseas.

The couple will not be returning
as working royals, prompting
unease within the monarchy about
what they will do after signing a
string of commercial deals while
in the United States with platforms
like Netflix and Spotify, according
to reports.

“The Palace will want to ensure
that these do not overshadow the
more typical work of the king
and other members of the royal
family,” constitutional academic
Craig Prescott, of Royal Holloway,
University of London, told AFP.

Meanwhile Meghan in particular
faces a tough challenge in re-
assimilating to life in Britain, where
she remains unpopular. Polling
shows a majority of people hold
unfavourable views of her and, to a
lesser extent, Harry.

In bombshell interviews and
tell-all documentaries, the American
former actor has never hidden how
difficult she found things following
her 2018 fairytale wedding to Harry.

She told Winfrey that said she
had contemplated suicide after
joining the royal family.

She and Harry also insinuated
that the monarchy was racist,
claiming a family member raised
a question about the skin colour of
their son before he was born. — AFP

2 German airport workers die of malaria
from mosquito on plane

FRANKFURT AM MAIN -Two
workers at Germany’s Frankfurt
airport who caught malaria from a
mosquito thought to have arrived on
a plane have died, the city’s health
authority said yesterday.

Airport officials had earlier said
one employee had perished, with
six workers infected.

The Robert Koch Institute
(RKI) said an imported Anopheles
mosquito carried over by an aircraft
was the likely cause.

The other four infected

employees were being treated in
hospital, said an airport spokesman.
According to the RKI,
Germany’s last outbreak of airport-
based malaria was in 2023. The
rarity of the condition means
diagnosis can be delayed, increasing
the chances of severe symptoms.
The other five employees were
being treated, the airport spokesman
said, adding that mosquito traps
have been installed at the airport.
The mosquitoes caught will
be transferred to the Institute of

Tropical Medicine in Antwerp,
Belgium for genetic tests to find out
more about their origin.

Caused by parasites spread via
Anopheles mosquitoes, malaria can
cause symptoms including nausea,
headache and intense waves of
fever and chills.

The disease causes hundreds of
thousands of deaths a year, mostly
in sub-Saharan Africa.

Treatments exist and patients
caught early with the disease usually
make a complete recovery. — AFP

King Charles
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1l and Queen

Camilla to visit Caribbean

LONDON - Britain’s King
Charles III, who is being treated
for cancer, will visit the Caribbean
later this year as part of a nine-day
overseas trip, Buckingham Palace
announced yesterday.

The monarch’s planned visit
to Antigua and Barbuda with his
wife Queen Camilla will coincide
with the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting taking
place there in early November, the
palace said.

Charles, who revealed in
February 2024 that he was
receiving treatment for cancer,
will be on tour from October 27
until November 4.

He will first travel to the
Bahamas, where he is also head
of state and last visited in 1973,
without Camilla.

Charles will then undertake a
solo state visit in Guyana “to mark
60 years of bilateral relations”
between the UK and the South

American country, the palace said
in a press release.

The king and queen will then
attend the Commonwealth meeting
in Antigua and Barbuda, which runs
from November 1 and November 4.

The palace said the tour
would “celebrate communities,
cultures and nature within the
Commonwealth family”.

Charles has visited all of the
countries on the trip before, but it
will be Camilla’s first official visit
to Antigua and Barbuda, according
to the palace.

In April, the royals made a state
visit to the United States, where
they were hosted by President
Donald Trump.

Yesterday’s announcement
coincided with the news that
Charles’s younger son Prince
Harry has returned to the UK with
his wife Meghan and their two
children for an unspecified amount
of time. —AFP

Bill Gates warns world
unprepared for Al upheaval

WASHINGTON, DC - Bill
Gates warned yesterday that the
world is dangerously unprepared
for the wupheaval brought by
artificial intelligence (Al), with
the technology destroying jobs and
threatening human connection,
especially for young people.

In a nearly 6,000-word
essay published on his blog, the
Microsoft co-founder said the
shift into the AI era will rank
among the most turbulent periods
in human history and that no one
has produced a credible plan for
managing it.

His  stance  will  draw
significant pushback from many
in Silicon Valley and the Trump
administration who blame
“doomer” attitudes among some
tech leaders for giving the Al
revolution a bad reputation.

“Al will either be the greatest
equalizer ever invented, or the
worst source of injustice,” wrote
Gates, 70, who now chairs the
philanthropic  foundation that
bears his name.

“There is no plan to ease
the entry into the Al era,” Gates
said, adding that he would likely
support one if it existed.

“However, I don’t think that’s
going to happen. The geopolitical
and economic incentives are
pushing too hard to go full speed
ahead,” he warned.

Gates said he saw three
main risks arising from the fast
deployment of Al

The first is permanent job
destruction. Gates insisted
comparisons to the shift from farm
work to office work were misleading,
as that transition unfolded over
generations and created roles that
still required human thinking.

Al can substitute for thinking
itself, he warned, hitting law,

medicine, customer  service,
software and  manufacturing
within roughly a decade.

Entry- and mid-level positions
are the most exposed, Gates said,
leaving young people entering a labor
market with far fewer openings.

Blue-collar work will follow
as robots become cheaper, with
the construction and hospitality
sectors feeling pressure by the end
of the decade.

Gates suggested that some jobs
should be set aside for humans,
even if Al can do them better and
more cheaply.

The second risk is that Al hands
new capabilities to bad actors.

Gates said  cybersecurity
specialists he knows are alarmed
that attackers are gaining ground
faster than defenders can patch
weaknesses.

Hospitals,  banks,  water
systems and power grids are all
exposed, he said.

The third area of risk concerns
children and human relationships.

Citing research, Gates said
Al chatbots that never challenge
or frustrate users risk becoming
addictive and deny people the
chance to build social skills.

Al bots “rob us of the lessons
we learn from connecting with
other people,” he wrote.

Gates  acknowledged  he
retains deep financial ties to
the technology industry, saying
investment profits will flow to his
foundation, which plans to spend
its remaining US$200 billion over
the next two decades.

The essay comes months after
Gates was interviewed by the
House Oversight Committee over
his ties to the late sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein, telling lawmakers
in June that the association was “a
grave error in judgment.” — AFP
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Guinea-Bissau votes on handing more powers to president

Allen Yero Embalo and Lucie
Peytermann

BISSAU — Military-run Guinea-
Bissau will hold a referendum on
Sunday on a constitutional change
that would give the president more
powers ahead of a general election
meant to restore civilian rule later

this year.
It follows a string of other African
countries  including  Zimbabwe

and Chad that have amended their
constitutions in recent years to
extend term lengths, remove age
limits or strengthen powers of the
executive.

The army seized power in
Portuguese-speaking Guinea-
Bissau in November, just days after
apresidential election, overthrowing
the head of state and suspending the
electoral process.

The ruling junta has since
unanimously approved a constitu-
tional amendment for the country to
switch to a presidential system from
a parliamentary one, and now the
public will be asked to back it.

It would allow the head of state to
appoint and dismiss the prime minister
and members of the government, and
to dissolve parliament.

The junta says the change seeks to

stabilise institutions before new presi-
dential and parliamentary elections
designed to hand power back to civil-
ians scheduled for December 6.

But the political climate is
tense in the coup-prone coastal
west African country where the
opposition has urged voters to
boycott the referendum “in a context
of restrictions on public freedoms”.

“Political activities are suspended,
party headquarters are closed and
political groups are banned from
taking part in the campaign,” the
African Party for the Independence of
Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC), the
historic party that led the country to
independence from Portugal in 1974,
said in a statement.

On Sunday, voters will answer
‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the question: Do you
agree with the entry into force of the
new constitution approved by the
National Transitional Council?

‘Dangerous’

The new text proposes
abandoning the old system whereby
the prime minister came from the
parliamentary majority, which has
led to uncomfortable power-sharing.

Following 2023 legislative elec-
tions, then-president Umaro Sissoco

At least 50 injured
after fireworks explode
at Spanish fiesta

MADRID — At least 50 people
were injured, including three taken
to hospital with burns, yesterday
after fireworks exploded at the
start of an annual fiesta in northern
Spain, authorities said.

The incident happened
around noon in Noain when a
rocket was fired from the town
hall balcony to launch the
festival dedicated to St Michael,
the town’s patron saint.

Officials said it appeared that
several rockets due to be launched
were ignited by sparks from the
first firework, causing several
to fire downwards and explode
among the crowd gathered in the
square below.

Three men aged 41, 53 and 54
were treated for burns at hospital,

A worker cuts the grass next to a billboard with slogans against the US economic
blockade in Havana on Tuesday. Once a byword for joyful excess, Havana has
been hollowed by blackouts, departures and deep uncertainty about its future.
-AFP

the regional government’s health
department said.

Forty-seven people were
treated at Noain’s health centre,
mainly for ear pain, burns and
other injuries. None required
hospital treatment.

Images broadcast on Spanish
television showed revellers,
many dressed in traditional white
clothing with red scarves, moving
away from the town hall as the
fireworks exploded.

The annual fiesta in the town
near Pamplona lasts five days
and feature events including a
procession, communal meals
and concerts. The celebrations
continued as planned despite the
injuries.
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A pedestrian walks past a mural that reads “I love Bissau” in Bissau, on November 27

2025.

Embal6é dissolved the opposition-
dominated parliament that Decem-
ber in response to what he described
as an attempted coup.

He then ruled by decree until he
was ousted by the army in November
2025, a day before provisional
results of national elections were to
be announced.

Nelson Moreira, a member of the
National Transitional Council (CNT),
the interim legislative body whose
65 members were appointed by the

- AFP

junta, told AFP that the proposed
constitution would prevent such
conflicts between the presidency and
the prime minister’s office, which
have undermined stability in the past.

“This  popular  consultation
serves as a tool to rewrite the
fundamental law, riddled with
loopholes,” he said.

Political analyst Malam Fati
said “the transitional leaders believe
that this reform will put an end to
the frequent institutional deadlocks

that have marked Guinea-Bissau’s
political life.”

But others within the political
class and civil society fiercely
dispute such a thorough rewriting
of the constitution by an unelected
transitional authority.

Abubacar Ture, head of the
Human Rights League, warned
that the proposed change was
“dangerous for our democracy”.

“The presidential system that
the junta wants to impose will
concentrate all powers in the hands
of a single man,” Ture recently told

reporters.
Lisbon-based  lawyer  and
political analyst Fransual Dias

questioned “how can people who
have no legitimacy to revise the
constitution ask the people to
approve it through a referendum?”

“It’s a circus they’re staging,” he
told a Portuguese radio station.

The timing of the vote — during
the rainy season —has also drawn
scrutiny, as some regions risk being
cut off by the bad weather.

Among the world’s poorest coun-
tries, Guinea-Bissau has experienced
five coups and a string of attempted
putsches since independence from
Portugal in 1974. —AFP

Brazilian narco violence spills over into tranquil Bolivia

William Wroblewski

GUAYARAMERIN,  Bolivia
— A river port in the Amazon has
emerged as a new battleground
in the Latin American drug trade
as Brazilian gangs cross into
neighbouring Bolivia to battle for
control of cocaine supply routes.

The Mamoré river, one of the
largest tributaries of the mighty Ama-
zon, forms a border between Bolivia,
the world’s third-largest cocaine pro-
ducer, and Brazil, a key exit point for
drug shipments to Europe.

Travellers pour off boats
crossing from the Brazilian border
city of Guajara-Mirim to the
Bolivian town of Guayaramerin and
stream past an immigration office in
the port terminal without so much
as giving it a second glance.

“Nobody ever checks [papers],”
Donald Somoza, a 75-year-old
retired bricklayer, mused as he
relaxed in a nearby park.

Guayaramerin, a town of 40,000
people with dusty streets of red
earth that contrast sharply with the
vivid green of the jungle, survives
off trade with Brazil.

It appears peaceful during the
intense heat of the day, but residents
say they are living in fear.

Shot 80 times

Guayaramerin, like other towns
along Bolivia’s  3,423-kilometre
border with Brazil, has been
infiltrated by Brazil’s two most
powerful organised crime groups: the
Primeiro Comando da Capital (PCC)
and Comando Vermelho (CV).

A dozen murders on the Bolivian
side of the border have been
linked in recent weeks to the two
groups, both designated terrorist
organisations by the United States.

The massacre of a family, the

discovery of decapitated bodies and
the murder of a police officer have
shocked Bolivia, a country largely
spared from mafia violence.

Somoza, the retiree, said he was
a witness to the recent killing of a
Brazilian man in Guayaramerin’s
main square.

The man was shot more than 80
times, in what appeared to be score-set-
tling between Brazilian drug traffickers.

Thisis “afairly new phenomenon
in Bolivia,” a “very safe country
until a few years ago,” Joaquin
Chacin, an investigator specialising
in organised crime, told AFP.

In the past, the state largely turned
ablind eye to drug trafficking, worried
that by confronting them it could
provoke an outbreak of violence.

A “mafia peace” prevailed, said
Chacin.

“And this has somehow been
broken.”

Hunting Kingpins

Between January and September
2025, 774 homicides were reported
in Bolivia, compared to 325 during
the same period of the previous
year, according to official data — an
increase of 138 percent.

Guayaramerin residents also
report an increase in armed robberies,
kidnappings, and other crimes.

Currency  trader  Adhemar
Zapata, who changes money on the
sidewalk near the port, was attacked
recently on the street by two men,
one of them Brazilian.

“They pointed their gun at me
to subdue me and to take the money
I have for my work, along with my
motorcycle, my cell phone, and all
of that,” he said.

The government of centre-right
President Rodrigo Paz accuses
the socialists — who ruled for two

decades before being voted out last
year — of allowing crime to flourish.

Since Paz took office in
November 2025, 17 international
crime bosses have been captured,
his administration said.

They include Uruguayan drug traf-
ficker Sebastian Marset, one of South
America’s most-wanted men and a top
PCC commander, Gérson Palermo.

Bridge project divides

Onarecent visitto Guayaramerin,
Paz announced plans to deploy more
police to the border and boost intel-
ligence sharing with Brazil.

Chacin said the expanded police
presence could help stem violence,
but that tackling organised crime
required, above all, following the
money — investigating how the
proceeds are laundered and who is
benefitting most.

“A serious plan is needed, but
we don’t hear of anything like that
being worked on,” he said.

Paz, on his Amazon visit, also
announced plans to build a bridge
across the river in Guayaramerin, as
part of a planned road corridor that
would extend from Brazil all the
way to the Pacific coast in Peru.

Many locals, like money changer
Zapata, have mixed feelings about
the project.

They know that a bridge would
boost cross-border trade, but they
also worry it will act as a criminal
thoroughfare.

Yestin Duran, a 31-year-old
beverage vendor, said she feared
that “gangsters and robbers can
cross over” more easily from Brazil.

Guayaramerin’s  police  chief
Johnny Rivas acknowledged the risks.

Violence “will increase” and
“will require us to increase our
personnel,” he predicted.  — AFP
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Italian FA withdraws support
for FIFA chief Infantino

Football

ROME - Italy’s national football
federation (FIGC) said yesterday
it has withdrawn its support for
embattled FIFA president Gianni
Infantino over his failed attempt to
sell off stakes in the World Cup.

The move comes as a host of
European  national  associations,
including England, Ireland and Wales,
already scrapped their backing of
Infantino who is seeking re-election
at next year’s FIFA Congress.

“This decision is intended to

the FIGC’s position... regarding
the recent initiatives promoted by
the FIFA president concerning the
governance and development of
international competitions,” FIGC
wrote in a statement.

Infantino has come under increas-
ing pressure to step down as head of
world football’s governing body over
his now-abandoned plan to secure
private investment in FIFA tourna-
ments, including the World Cup.

UEFA, which oversees European
football, has threatened a boycott of
FIFA competitions.

alongside UEFA and the other
European federations to promote a
vision of football based on merit,
solidarity, sustainability and the
central role of the fans,” said FIGC
head Giovanni Malago.

“We identify with a model of dia-
logue, listening and shared responsibil-
ity which has, to date, enabled football
to grow, innovate and, at the same time,
defend its founding principles.”

Infantino, 56, a former UEFA
secretary general, had the broad
backing of European nations when
he succeeded Sepp Blatter as FIFA

clearly and transparently express “We will continue to work president in 2016. — AFP
o o [

¢/ Asian Games chiefs hold talks as
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=== participant numbers balloon
TOKYO -Japanese AsianGames on a cruise ship, wooden containers Organisers have opted for

organisers said yesterday they were
holding “regular discussions” with
Asian Olympic chiefs after a report
claimed they had asked for the
ballooning number of participants
to be scaled back.

About 15,000 athletes and
officials were initially expected at
the Games, which are being held
in Nagoya and the wider Aichi area
from September 19 to October 4.

But an Olympic Council of Asia
(OCA) press release last week put the
number at 17,000 - 11,000 athletes
and 6,000 officials - potentially
putting a strain on accommodation.

There is no dedicated athletes’
village, organisers instead relying

and hotels.

Japan’s Kyodo news agency
said the local organising committee
has asked the OCA to address the
surge in numbers.

The organising committee told
AFP that they would “prefer not
to comment on the details of our
discussions with the OCA”.

“We are sharing information with
the OCA, the event organiser, regard-
ing the registration status of the various
national teams, and are holding regular
discussions with them regarding
arrangements such as accommodation
for the teams,” a spokesperson said.

AFP has contacted the OCA for
comment.

temporary athlete accommodation
to cut costs, hiring the Italian cruise
ship Costa Serena for the event.

Between 4,000 and 5,000 athletes
will stay on the ship, which features
571 cabins, seven swimming pools,
eight restaurants and nine bars.

Officials are confident that the
plan will not be disrupted by Japan’s
typhoon season, which is usually in
full swing in September-October.

A further 2,000 athletes and officials
will stay in wooden shipping container-
style huts in Nagoya’s Garden Pier area
while the rest will stay in hotels.

That includes in Tokyo, where
swimming, diving and equestrian
events will take place. —AFP

Williams sisters granted US Open doubles wildcard

— NEW YORK - Venus
and Serena Williams are
slated to compete in women’s

doubles at the 2026 US Open after
being granted a wildcard, tournament
officials announced yesterday.

The announcement by the US
Tennis Association follows Serena
Williams® dramatic return to Arthur
Ashe stadium Tuesday when she and
mixed double partner Carlos Alcaraz
of Spain won their first match before

usopen

losing in the quarterfinals.

Venus Williams had earlier been
granted a USTA wildcard to compete
in women’s singles, an event Serena
Williams is not participating in.

The sisters together have
combined for 14 women’s doubles
Grand Slam titles, including two US
Opens. They have also won three
gold medals together at Olympics in
women’s doubles.

The sisters

last competed

together in New York in 2022 when
they lost their opening match to the
Czech team of Lucie Hradecka and
Linda Noskova.

They dropped their opening
match at the Cincinnati Open earlier
this month.

The pair had been entered in
Wimbledon earlier this summer, but
withdrew after Serena suffered an
injury in an opening round singles
loss. —AFP

Brennan blasts to Vuelta stage 5 victory,

Cycling

ROQUETES, Spain — Matthew
Brennan powered to victory in stage
five of the Vuelta a Espana yesterday,
comfortably holding off Jordi Meeus
in a bunch sprint finish to claim his
second stage win of the race.

General classification leader
Tadej Pogacar, the overwhelming
favourite to win the race, stayed in
the red jersey and maintained his
solid overall lead.

On Tuesday, Slovenian UAE
Team Emirates rider Pogacar
produced a sensational 50-kilometre
solo effort to stun his rivals and take
control of La Vuelta.

Pogacar, aiming for a Grand
Tour grand slam, holds a 3min
21sec lead on compatriot and four-
time Vuelta winner Primoz Roglic,

in second place.

“You can see throughout the day
everyone just went full, I'm very
thankful to finish it off again,” said
Visma-Lease a bike’s Brennan, who
also won stage two.

“Last corner I lost my wheel a
bit but glad I could stay safe,” added
the 21-year-old. “Glad we could
finish with our arms in the air.”

After starting in Monaco and
heading to France and Andorra, the
race finally entered Spain with a
173.3km run from Falset - south west
of Barcelona - to Roquetes, with a
profile inviting the sprint finish.

A small group got up the road near
the start of the stage and established a
gap of more than two minutes.

However, on a windy day the
pace was high and the peloton
caught the breakaway with nearly

Pogacar holds lead

100km remaining.

Brennan was given a perfect
lead-out from his high-calibre
Visma team-mates Wout van Aert
and Christophe Laporte.

Belgian cyclist Meeus was on
Brennan’s wheel but did not come
close to threatening the Briton.

“When you have Matthew
Brennan there in a group like that, it’s
the best card to play,” said Van Aert.

“It comes close,” he added with
a grin, when asked if helping guide
Brennan to victory was a good as
winning a stage himself.

Italian rider Vincenzo Albanese
completed the stage five podium ahead
of compatriot Alessandro Romele.

Today’s stage six runs 177.5km
from Alcossebre to Castello with
four categorised climbs, including a
dirt road in the final ascent. —AFP
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Gold medal winner US’ athlete Hana Moll competes in the women’s Pole Vault
event of the 2026 Wanda Diamond League - Weltklasse Zurich as part of the
World Athletics IAAF Diamond League athletics meeting at the Wanner Hall of

the Zurich Main Railway Station in Zurich yesterday.

- AFP

Werro basks in new status,
shelves world record talk

Athletics

Luke Phillips

ZURICH - Audrey Werro’s
astronomical rise to the top of the
pole of the women’s 800m has
brought predictable talk of a tilt at a
legendary 43-year-old world record.

It is the oldest world record
in track and field: Jarmila
Kratochvilova of the then-
Czechoslovakia stormed to 1min
53.28sec over two laps of the
Munich track back in 1983.

The mark remains highly con-
tested, having come during a period
when systemic doping of athletes
was prevalent. Kratochvilova, how-
ever, never failed a doping test.

Nadezhda Olizarenko, of the
then-Soviet Union, is second in
the all-time list, 0.15sec slower
when winning gold in the 1980
Olympic final in Moscow.

Next up in that list is Werro,
whose 1:53.80 clocked at the Paris
Diamond League in June bettered
by 0.18sec her previous best set in
Stockholm just days beforehand.

The 22-year-old Swiss
sensation, basking in her role as one
of the star attractions for today’s
Diamond League in Zurich, now
owns three of the 10 fastest times
ever run in the gruelling event.

It is an astonishing rise for an
athlete whose career has bloomed
since ending her studies and
concentrating full-time on her
track activities.

“The biggest difference this
year was that I finished school
like one year ago,” said Werro,
who outgunned Britain’s Olympic
champion Keely Hodgkinson
for European 800m gold in
Birmingham earlier this month.

“Now I’m just focused on
athletics and I just have more time
for the competition, the training,
the recovery, everything.

“So it’s just easier, also
mentally, to just be focused on
one thing.”

Werro won her first Diamond
League event at last year’s meet
in Zurich, something not lost on
the Swiss athlete given what that
victory heralded.

“It’s clear that my status has

changed from last year, and some
crazy things happened this year,”
she said.

“I won the Diamond League in
Lausanne last week, so this is my
goal tomorrow: to win another Dia-
mond League. And it’s in Switzer-
land. There’s a lot of Swiss fans in
the public, so it will just be a great
performance for them to watch.”

Strong field to go faster

Hodgkinson was a late
withdrawal from today’s meet in
Zurich, stating that her body had
not recovered from the European
champs.

But her training partner Geor-
gia Hunter Bell, the Common-
wealth 800m champion who also
won European 1,500m gold, will
be in the field, along with the fast-
improving Femke Broeders-Bol,
who won European bronze as
she continued her transformation
from the 400m hurdles.

“For me it’s really exciting
because I really like when there
is a lot of strong athletes,” Werro
said of Hunter Bell’s presence.

“It really pushes us to go faster
and faster. So for me it’s really cool
to have her there tomorrow.”

Werro said she “had no
reaction” to Hodgkinson’s absence.

“It’s life,” she said. “I know
some athletes are really tired after
the year and it’s always hard to go
back to running.

“It would be a little bit more
exciting if she was there, but it’s
not a problem.”

Werro played down talk of a tilt
at Kratochvilova’s world record,
saying she had already exceeded
expectations for the season.

“My goal for the season was
the European championships, so
now it’s just fun, and I will just
run more for that,” she said.

“It has all happened really fast
and I was not prepared for a world
record this year. It’s just crazy, but
really great.

“I just want to focus on running
fast, winning some races.”

Werro added: “With this
mentality, the world record will
fall one day. I just don’t know
when.” —AFP
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America unites in mourning for Dolly Parton

LOS ANGELES — Americans of
all stripes united to grieve the death
of country music legend Dolly
Parton, offering a rare moment of
agreement as presidents of both
parties joined entertainment and
business giants in paying her tribute.

The singer, who was 80, was
long heralded as one of the few
celebrities that everybody loved.

President Donald Trump
announced the lowering of flags
across the United States for a week,
calling Parton’s death a “true loss
for millions of people.”

“Very sad to report that Dolly
Parton, one of the greatest Country
singers, and far beyond, EVER, has
just passed away,” Trump posted on
his Truth Social network. “There
has never been anyone like her, and
never will.”

His predecessor Joe Biden called
Parton “an American original” who
“treated everyone with kindness
and respect.”

Republican George W. Bush

praised “her work to promote
literacy, advance health, and
strengthen communities,” while

Democratic former president Bill
Clinton called her “one of a kind.”
New York’s mayor, Zohran
Mamdani, praised Parton as “an
irreplaceable champion of the
working class.”
“We are a better country because

of her,” he said.

‘Devastating day for
humanity’

Singer Miley Cyrus took to X to
mourn the passing of Parton, who
was her godmother.

“So many evil people in this
world and we had to lose a pure

: “THREADS

heart like Dolly Parton,” Cyrus said.
“Devastating day for humanity.”

Popstar Taylor Swift, who got
her start in country music, said a
world without Parton “doesn’t feel
possible, real, or right.”

“Her legacy will be an
everlasting one,” Swift said in a
statement shared with JVariety and
The Hollywood Reporter.

Beyoncé, who collaborated with
Parton for her Grammy-winning
album “Cowboy Carter,” also paid
tribute to the star.

“Bold and brilliant. Talented and
tenacious. You taught so many lessons
on how to be uniquely oneself,”
Beyoncé said on her website.

Rocker Jack White, who covered
one of Parton’s most famous hits
“Jolene,” called for her “instant
sainthood” on Instagram.

Rapper Kid Rock, who worked

with Parton, called her “quite
simply” the greatest of all time.
“Thanks for the songs, the

laughs, the humility and grace.
Without a doubt a woman who God
truly has his hands on.”

‘Magical and joyous’
Across the world of
entertainment there was a palpable
sense of loss, but also one of
gratefulness for a person whose life
was filled with joy and compassion.
Country music star Carrie Under-
wood said Parton “was probably the
one person on planet Earth that every-
one loved and could agree on”.
Popstar Sabrina Carpenter, who
collaborated with Parton in 2024,
recalled meeting Parton for the first
time, describing her as “an angel
walking the Earth.”
“Your light will be something the

Symphony World Premiere at Schermerhorn Symphony Center on March 20, 2025 in

Nashville, Tennessee. - AFP
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Flowers are laid beside the Dolly
Parton statue on the front lawn of the
Sevier County Courthouse at 125 Court
Avenue on Tuesday in Sevierville,

Tennessee. - AFP

world will search forever to find
again,” Carpenter said on Instagram.

Actress Jane Fonda, who
performed opposite Parton in “9 to
5” mourned Parton’s loss.

“Dolly will always be with us
because she was so present, so
powerful, so generous and playful
that she is woven into all our lives
and hearts forever,” Fonda said on
Instagram.

Parton’s “Steel Magnolias”
co-star Julia Roberts called her “a
magical and joyous human.”

Country music star Jason
Aldean said he was grateful to
have been in Parton’s company a
few times over the years.

“She was truly a bright light
that shined just a little brighter
than anyone else in the room,” he
wrote on X.

Apple, Amazon and a
Beatle

Beatle Paul McCartney posted
on Instagram about meeting
Parton early in her career, adding
“she was so bubbly and full of life
it is difficult to take in the news
that she has passed.”

Even rapper Eminem praised
Parton, sharing a letter she had
written him after he was inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

“She definitely didn’t have to
take the time to do it. Even for a
kid who mostly listened to rap
music, she was an icon. A superstar
in every sense,” he wrote on X.

Business titans also paid
tribute to the Grammy winner.

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos
said he and wife Lauren Sanchez
Bezos were “so grateful to have
known her.”

Apple’s Tim Cook said called
Parton a “brilliant songwriter,
cultural icon and dedicated phi-
lanthropist” whose music “helped
light up the world.” —AFP
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Dolly Parton dies at 80

Dolly Parton perfarms
onstage during the 61°
Annual Grammy Awards
on February 10, 2019, in
Los Angeles. - AFP

John Falchetto / Michael Mathes
NASHVILLE — Dolly Parton,
the country music star who
rose from grinding poverty in
Tennessee to become a rhinestone-
studded cultural icon with hits like
“Jolene” and “9 to 5,” has died at
80, her family said on Tuesday.

Parton was more than a singer
— she wrote 3,000 songs, acted in
major Hollywood films and donated
millions of US dollars to charities in
her home state and beyond.

She was also an accomplished
businesswoman, with her interests
spanning from her popular Dolly-
wood theme park to cosmetics, pet
apparel, baking mixes and even a
truck stop.

“Dolly has lived in the light and
is in the arms of Jesus,” her nephew
Bryan Seaver said in a video announc-
ing her death on social media.

He said the multiple award-
winning artist — known for her
glittering style, curvy figure and
larger-than-life blonde wigs — had
“opened doors for generations of
singers, songwriters, musicians, and
dreamers from every walk of life.”

Parton died after a brief battle
with cancer, her third cousin Brent
Allen confirmed to AFP.

“I feel like she’s one of the last
of the salt of the earth. She brought
people together,” Allen told AFP
in Sevierville, Tennessee, the
singer’s home town.

Parton had recently spoken about
unspecified health challenges. Her
husband Carl Dean died last year.

A small private funeral service
will be held, People magazine said,
citing the singer’s representatives.

President Donald Trump ordered
flags lowered across the United
States, and New York’s Empire
State Building was lit in pink at 9:25
p-m. (local time) — a nod to Parton’s
hit song and movie “9 to 5”

‘Devastated’

The news sparked a rare
moment of unity in a country
often bitterly at odds over Trump’s
presidency, the war against Iran
and cultural issues.

“May her legacy live on through
her songs, the lives she touched, and
the countless artists she inspired.
There will never, ever be another
one like her,” the Grand Ole Opry,
America’s temple of country music,
said on social media.

Her co-stars from “9 to S5,”
which sparked her soundtrack
smash when it came out in 1980,
expressed shock.

Oscar winner Jane Fonda said

she was “devastated” while Lily
Tomlin said only: “No words.”
Trump called Parton’s passing
a “true loss for millions of people.”
“There has never been anyone
like her, and never will,” he posted
on his Truth Social network.

A world ‘less sparkly’

Born in 1946 as one of 12
children in rural Tennessee,
Parton headed for the country
music capital Nashville right after
graduating from high school.

By 1967, at age 21, she was
among the most recognised figures
in American music, having joined
Porter =~ Wagoner’s  syndicated
country music television show that
broadcast her voice and face into
millions of US homes.

During a prolific career that
spanned six decades, Parton
penned some 3,000 tunes.

They included “Jolene,” “Coat
of Many Colors” and the iconic
ballad “T Will Always Love You,”
which became an international
success for Whitney Houston.

Releasing 49 studio albums
and more than 100 compilation
and collaboration albums, she
earned the title of “queen of
country music.”

Never one to downplay her
striking looks, Parton essentially
wrote the book on how a woman
can rule the airwaves in a male-
dominated industry, ultimately
becoming an American treasure with
songs covered by everyone from
Shania Twain to Sinead O’Connor.

Pop artist Taylor Swift, who
also got her start in country music,
called Parton “eternally generous”,
while rockstar Jack White — who
covered “Jolene” with the White
Stripes — wrote on Instagram:
“Instant Sainthood.”

Last year, Parton postponed a
series of Las Vegas concerts, citing
ongoing health concerns. In May,
she cancelled them altogether,
sparking new fears.

In videos posted to her social
media accounts, she said that
while treatment for an unnamed
illness was going well, she was not
ready to perform.

Just last week, she said in a
statement to People magazine: “I
still have so many things I want
to achieve, so I’'m gonna keep on
working as long as I can to see
everything come to life.”

“She brought so many people
together, we will all miss her
so much,” said Rolling Stones
frontman Mick Jagger. — AFP




POST-SCRIPT

The Macau Post Daily

Your trusted source for real news THURSDAY August 27, 2026

Whirling dervishes

Dancers perform Tanoura, a traditional
Egyptian folk dance, during the second
= ,-*'M edition of Heritage Revival Week in

3 "'_‘ Cairo, Egypt, on Tuesday.  — Xinhua

What happened??

Allama is pictured after an
unusual snowfall at the Northern
Summit of La Paz, along the

road to the Yungas, in La Paz
department, Bolivia on Tuesday.
Unusual heavy snowfall in
Bolivia’s Andes and valleys has
left thousands of families affected
in different regions of the country.
- AFP

A piece of heaven

A woman visits a sinkhole-turned
library in Wuyuan County, Jiangxi
Province yesterday. A special
sinkhole-turned library opened
to the public recently in Wuyuan
County, Jiangxi Province. It
incorporates a natural sinkhole
and surrounding rock walls into its
architecture. The library features
a carved spiral staircase and
warm lighting, offering visitors a
distinctive reading experience.

— Xinhua

Keeping watch

A statue is left amid the remains of a home burned by the
Hawk Fire in Reno, Nevada on Monday. - AFP

2 ancients

Aloggerhead sea turtle (Caretta
caretta) glides through the waters
off Monemvasia, Greece, with the
medieval castle town rising above
the sea, on Tuesday. - AFP

A metal sheet is wrapped around a tree following a tornado in Pomas,
southwestern France on Tuesday.

Atornado of rare intensity devastated a village in southern France, causing
widespread destruction and leaving residents in shock on Tuesday, with the
mayor describing the aftermath as resembling “wartime”. - AFP




