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China, India hold special rep talks 
on boundary question in Beijing

China and India yesterday held the 25th round of talks 
between the two countries’ special representatives on the 
boundary question in Beijing, conducting comprehensive, 
in-depth, friendly and candid communication. – Story on p. 7

Trump threatens to rename Lake 
Ontario as ‘Lake America’

US President Donald Trump said yesterday he was 
considering renaming Lake Ontario as “Lake America” as 
his trade war with Canada escalated.

–  Story on p. 11

Spain moves to speed up return of 
migrants stranded in Ceuta

Spain took steps yesterday to speed up the return of 
thousands of migrants still in the Spanish exclave of Ceuta 
following a mass influx from Morocco in July. 

  – Story on p. 12 

The Macao Special Administra-
tive Region (MSAR) Government 
recently released its Third Five-Year 
Plan for Economic and Social Devel-
opment of the MSAR (2026–2030). 
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai sat 
down for an exclusive interview 
with Xinhua journalists at the MSAR 
Government Headquarters by Nam 
Van Lake to discuss the contents and 
key priorities of the plan.

Upon entering Sam’s office, two 
small calligraphy works reading 
“Macao” and “Moving Ahead” were 
placed on the left and right sides of 
his desk. “I bought these calligraphy 
pieces by college students at a 
cultural market in Taipa,” Sam said.

“Macao is a pearl in the palm of 
the motherland, a blessed land, and a 
home where hundreds of thousands 
of residents strive, live, and entrust 
their dreams. As Chief Executive, 
I must always keep Macao in my 
heart,” he said.

Sam explained that displaying 
these words serves as a constant 
reminder to himself and his 
governance team to uphold their 
shared goals. “27 years after 
returning to the motherland, Macao 
cannot stand still; it must keep 
moving forward.”

“Macao Moving Ahead” is the 
goal, and the new five-year plan 
– spanning approximately 86,000 
Chinese characters and 35 core 

development indicators – serves as 
the roadmap. 

Vertically, it aligns upward with 
the top-level design of the nation’s 
15th Five-Year Plan while connect-
ing downward with everyday com-
munity life; historically, it extends 
Macao’s planning trajectory through 
time while expanding horizontally 
to engage Hengqin and the broader 

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA) hinterland.

Deeply Aligning with the 
Nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan

The year 2026 marks the start of 
both the nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan 
and Macao’s Third Five-Year Plan.

Sam noted that the national 
15th Five-Year Plan outlines new 

arrangements for Macao, offering 
major new opportunities. “The core 
requirement is to integrate into and 
serve the overall development of 
the country. We must serve the 15th 
Five-Year Plan and even longer-
term national development.”

He underlined that the MSAR 
Government has established a special 
task force adhering to the principle 

of “serving the country’s needs with 
Macao’s strengths.” Taking national 
arrangements regarding Macao as 
the fundamental guidance for formu-
lation, the government conducted 40 
research trips and 36 special studies 
to fully align Macao’s development 
with national strategies.

From Macao’s strategic posi-
tioning as “One Center, One Plat-
form, One Base” to key areas like 
appropriate economic diversifica-
tion and Macao-Hengqin integra-
tion, and further to assisting the 
country in joint construction of 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
“the Third Five-Year Plan fully 
reflects Macao’s actual conditions, 
development strategies, and the 
national positioning for Macao,” 
Sam explained. All 35 core eco-
nomic and social development indi-
cators in the plan are fully linked 
to the target indicators of the coun-
try’s 15th Five-Year Plan.

Sam highlighted that Macao’s 
five-year planning achieves an organ-
ic integration of a highly open mar-
ket economy and scientifically coor-
dinated governance. It has carved out 
a unique development path featuring 
a “capable government” paired with 
an “efficient market,” fully demon-
strating its scientific rigor, superior-
ity, and the institutional strengths of 
“One Country, Two Systems.”

Continued on p.3

Moving ahead vertically & horizontally: 
Sam decodes Macao’s 3rd Five-Year Plan

MSAR Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai gestures during an exclusive Xinhua interview at Government Headquarters in Nam Van on 

August 17.                       – Xinhua

HAVANA – The United States 
yesterday extended its decades-
long trade embargo on Cuba by 
another year, drawing ire from the 
island’s government.

US president John F. Kennedy 
first established the embargo in 
1962 by invoking the “Trading 
with the Enemy Act,” which 
allows Washington to restrict trade 
with countries it considers foes.

Since 1978, every single US 
leader has renewed the provision 
annually.

Yesterday’s extension therefore 

did not come as a surprise, but 
does coincide with one of the 
most difficult moments in Cuba’s 
modern history.

Cubans  endure regular rolling 
blackouts and face chronic food 
and fuel shortages on a daily basis.

The government blames the 
crisis on a US energy blockade 
imposed on Cuba in January, among 
other punitive measures, while 
Washington attributes the hardship 
to poor internal management.

Havana condemned the extension 
“in the strongest terms,” Foreign 

Minister Bruno Rodríguez wrote on X.
He called the embargo “a 

genocidal policy” and accused 
Washington of being “intent on 
suffocating an entire nation.”

“This extension comes at 
the cruellest moment of the US 
offensive against Cuba in recent 
years,” he said.

US President Donald Trump, 
who has openly mused about 
seizing control of the island, has 
piled on more measures against 
Havana since taking office for the 
second time.   – AFP

Cuba slams US extension of trade embargo on the island

Robots from the Tiangong Team (right) compete against the Beijing Humanoid-Hust 

Joint Team during the heavyweight tug-of-war competition at the 2nd World Humanoid 

Robot Games in Beijing yesterday.            – Xinhua
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Growth and Presence
Commentary by Lam Kong Chuen*

Place, Culture, Time – Design for 
High-quality Development in China, 
Selected Architectural Works by He 
Jingtang and his team

From July 15 to August 16, 2026, the A2 
Gallery of Albergue SCM in Macau hosted the 
exhibition “Place, Culture, Time - Design for 
High-quality Development in China, Selected 
Architectural Works by He Jingtang** and his 
team”. 

This marked the first time that the 
representative works of Academician He 
Jingtang’s team were collectively presented 
in Macau, and also the first time the team 
was invited to exhibit in the city. At Albergue 
SCM – a cultural space steeped in the 
architectural memory of Macau’s historic 
quarter –the exhibited works unfolded 
through models, images, and graphic panels: 
from the Guangzhou Branch of the China 
National Archives of Publications and Culture 
to the Bai’etan Greater Bay Area Art Center, 
from the Haixin Bridge to the Nanyue King 
Museum, from the China Pavilion at Expo 
2010 Shanghai to the Wenchuan Earthquake 
Epicenter Memorial Hall. Together, they 
compose a visual epic of contemporary 
Chinese architecture.

The choice of venue itself constitutes 
a significant dialogue. Albergue SCM, as 
a landmark cultural space in Macau’s St. 
Lazarus District, carries an architectural 
memory woven from Portuguese and Lingnan 
influences. The works of He Jingtang’s 
team, in turn, are defined by the harmonious 
integration of regionality, culture, and 
contemporaneity. Their encounter feels like a 
trans-temporal inquiry into the very essence 
of architecture.

1
He Jingtang has distilled from extensive 

architectural practice the theory of Two 
Concepts and Three Features (兩觀三性): 
architectural design must establish a holistic 
view and a sustainable development view, while 
embodying the harmonious unity of regionality, 
culture, and contemporaneity. Regionality is the 
foundation upon which architecture subsists; 
culture determines the content and quality of 
architecture; and contemporaneity manifests the 
spirit and evolution of architecture.

This theory appears succinct yet 
carries profound Eastern philosophical 
underpinnings. The holistic view resonates 
with the traditional Chinese cosmological 
concept of “Tian Ren He Yi” (“Unity of 
Heaven and Humanity”) – architecture is not 
an isolated object, but an organism shaped by 
environment, climate, and human culture. The 
sustainable development view transcends the 
modernist dogma of “form follows function” 
by situating architecture within the continuum 
of time, contemplating its relationship with 
the future. The dialectical synthesis of 
the three characteristics offers a distinctly 
Chinese response to the global question of 
how architecture can maintain its cultural 
identity amid the tides of globalisation.

He Jingtang once remarked: “Architecture 
must be grounded. A good building is one that 
can simultaneously integrate place, culture, 
and time.” This emphasis on being grounded 
precisely highlights the fundamental 
difference between his theory and Western 
architectural discourse – it is not a top-down 
philosophical deduction, but a bottom-up 
crystallisation of practice.

2
Every work in the exhibition materialises 

the theory of Two Concepts and Three Features.
The China Pavilion at Expo 2010 

Shanghai is undoubtedly the most dazzling 

chapter. Conceived as the Crown of the East, 
its layered “dougong” (interlocking wooden 
brackets; literally: “cap and arch”) symbolise 
the granary of the world, showcasing the 
grandeur of a great nation. Yet its deeper 
value extends far beyond visual impact – the 
elevated, layered dougong structure provides 
shade for queuing visitors in summer while 
allowing sunlight to filter in during winter; 
the three-metre elevated void enables natural 
ventilation, making the building remarkably 
energy-efficient. Regionality (the cultural 
symbol of Chinese dougong), culture (the 
historical metaphor of the “granary of the 
world”), and contemporaneity (the integration 
of modern energy-saving technologies) are 
fused into a seamless whole.

The Guangzhou Branch of the China 
National Archives of Publications and 
Culture offers another interpretation of 
the Two Concepts and Three Features in 
cultural architecture. Located at the foot of 
Fenghuang Mountain in Conghua, a northern 
district of Guangzhou, it synthesises Chinese 
canonical forms with Lingnan characteristics, 
translating traditional Lingnan construction 
techniques into a modern idiom from 
perspectives of ritual-music spatial order, 
national grandeur, and regional climate 
response. The building deftly handles the 
spatial narrative of the traditional Chinese 
central axis while addressing the ventilation 
and shading demands of Lingnan’s humid and 
hot climate – here, regionality is no longer a 
stylistic appropriation but a deep engagement 
with spatial logic.

The Haixin (“Heart of the Sea”) Bridge in 
Guangzhou – the world’s longest and widest 
curved-beam, inclined-arch pedestrian bridge 
–responds to the call of contemporaneity 
through extreme engineering exploration. 
Meanwhile, the Nanyue King Museum 
demonstrates the reverence for time inherent 
in the sustainable development view through 
its respectful preservation of a historic 
archaeological site. From the Shenzhen 
Science Museum at the forefront of China’s 
reform and opening-up to the new University 
of Macau (UM) Hengqin campus; from the 
National Archives safeguarding the seeds of 
Chinese civilisation to the Bai’etan Greater 
Bay Area Art Centre hailed as a “cultural 
giant ship” – these works together trace a clear 
intellectual trajectory: He Jingtang’s team 
does not merely design buildings; they grow 
them –growing from the soil of place, from 
the roots of culture, and from the conditions 
of the times.

3
Placing He Jingtang within the global 

coordinate system of architectural theory 

renders his unique value more distinct.
Álvaro Siza’s Modern Regionalism 

pursues an architectural grammar grounded 
in environment, climate, and human culture, 
while opposing a culture of decorative image-
reproduction. Together with Eduardo Souto 
de Moura, Siza emphasizes the integration of 
human history, landscape, and architectural 
form. This resonates profoundly with He 
Jingtang’s principle that “regionality is the 
foundation upon which architecture subsists” 
– both reject reducing region to a stylistic label, 
instead understanding it as a deep relational 
network. Yet the differences are equally 
notable: Siza’s regionalism tends to manifest 
as a poetic, individualized response to the site, 
whereas He Jingtang’s regionalism carries a 
stronger collective narrative dimension – his 
architecture not only belongs to a place but 
also tells the story of that place, carrying 
collective memory and national identity.

Rem Koolhaas represents another 
extreme. His concern has never been 
regionalism, but globalization. Koolhaas uses 
the concept of the Generic City to describe an 
urban landscape that is increasingly losing its 
identity and becoming homogenized. In his 
view, regionalism tends to emerge for personal 
reasons and lacks durability. He Jingtang and 
Koolhaas form an intriguing counterpoint – 
the former believes that region, culture, and 
time can be harmoniously unified, while the 
latter contends that globalization is erasing 
these differences. Yet He Jingtang’s practice 
proves precisely that, in an age of irreversible 
globalization, regionality need not passively 
retreat, but can become an active, creative 
strategy of response. The Guangzhou 
Branch of the China National Archives of 
Publications and Culture deploys the most 
modern construction technologies while 
being deeply rooted in the land and cultural 
context of Lingnan – this stands as a powerful 
rebuttal to Koolhaas’s Generic City thesis.

Herzog & de Meuron open yet another 
path. They eschew complex meanings 
and return to the ontological essence of 
architecture, focusing on material and 
tectonics. Rooted in European tradition while 
integrating contemporary technologies, their 
return-to-essence approach contrasts sharply 
with He Jingtang’s emphasis on cultural 
symbolism and historical narrative. If Herzog 
& de Meuron’s architecture is a subtraction 
– stripping away meaning to let material and 
construction speak for themselves – then 
He Jingtang’s architecture is an addition 
– allowing multiple layers of regional, 
cultural, and contemporary significance 
to superimpose, interweave, and resonate 
within the building. Neither is superior; they 

represent two distinct value orientations 
within the discipline.

4
An architectural exhibition can itself be 

a spatialization of theory. This exhibition, 
in its own right, constituted a performative 
enactment of architectural theory. In its 
curatorial approach, 3D-printed models were 
juxtaposed with photographs and drawings, 
presenting not only the object dimension of 
architecture (form, space, material) but also 
the intellectual dimension (design process, 
theoretical reasoning). 

Albergue SCM, with its richly textured 
historical setting, formed a homologous 
relationship with He Jingtang’s works 
that respond to history and context – the 
exhibition space itself became a metaphor 
for the Two Concepts and Three Features: 
region (Macau’s historic quarter), culture 
(the cultural memory of Albergue SCM), and 
contemporaneity (the curatorial language of a 
contemporary exhibition) converged here.

He Jingtang once said: “When one’s 
personal development keeps pace with the 
times, and when one persists with relentless 
effort, success will follow.” This statement is 
not only a summary of his own fate, but also a 
portrait of Chinese architecture over the past 
four decades.

The Two Concepts and Three Features is 
not a closed theoretical system, but an open 
mode of thinking. It invites architects to 
engage with the specific conditions of each 
project – studying local history, customs, 
climate, and developmental circumstances 
– and to tailor designs to local conditions, 
guided by the situation, and “custom-
made” to suit diverse design contexts and 
backgrounds. In the context of China’s pursuit 
of high-quality development, the value of 
this theory lies not only in its guidance of 
a body of outstanding architectural works, 
but also in its provision of a possibility for 
architecture to simultaneously respond to 
land, culture, and time.

From Guangzhou to Macau, from Yuexiu 
Park in Guangzhou to Albergue SCM, the 
exhibition of He Jingtang’s team crossed 
geographic boundaries and cultural frontiers 
alike. It allowed the Macau audience – 
residents of this city where East and West meet 
– to witness up close how a Chinese master 
architect uses stone and concrete to inscribe 
the spirit of a nation’s time. This is perhaps 
architecture’s most fundamental power: it is not 
about stylistic debates, not about technological 
competitions, but about how humanity dwells 
poetically upon this Earth.

* Lam Kong Chuen (林廣志; Lin 
Guangzhi in Pinyin) is a prominent historian, 
academic, and expert on Macau’s history, 
urban development, and cultural heritage. 
He heads the Institute for Social and Cultural 
Research at the Macau University of Science 
and Technology (MUST). – Gemini 

** He Jingtang (born 1938, Dongguan, 
Guangdong) is a highly influential architect 
and a Fellow of the Chinese Academy of En-
gineering. He serves as the Honorary Dean of 
the School of Architecture at the South China 
University of Technology. His most famous 
works include the China Pavilion at the 2010 
Shanghai World Expo, the expansion of the 
Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing 
Massacre, and venues for the 2008 Beijing 
Olympic. – DeepSeek 

N.B. Article edited and footnotes added by 
the Post

P.S. The Post published an article on the 
exhibition on July 16, 2026, headlined New 
Albergue SCM exhibition spotlights He Jing-
tang & team - https://www.macaupostdaily.
com/news/28799

Architect and academician He Jingtang (centre) introduces one of the exhibits ahead of the opening 

ceremony of his exhibition “Place, Culture, Time – Design for High-quality Development in China, Selected 

Architectural Works by He Jingtang and his team” at Algergue SCM on July 15.           – Photo: Rui Pastorin
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Khalel Vallo
The 2026 Chinese Peking Opera Art Troupe Macao 

Performance and Exchange Event (2026年 “中國京劇藝術
團”赴澳門演出交流活動) will present the classic Peking 
Opera production “Han Ming Fei” (“漢明妃”) at Teatro Alegria 
(Wing Lok) on September 5, with free tickets available to the 
public starting Friday, according to a statement by the Macao 
Foundation (FM) yesterday. 

“Han Ming Fei” stands for “Concubine Ming of the Han 
Dynasty”.

Co-organised by the Macao Foundation and the China Peking 
Opera Arts Foundation, the cultural exchange programme has 
been held annually since 2009, the statement noted, adding that 
by bringing prominent Chinese mainland youth and professional 
troupes to Macau, the initiative aims to deepen local appreciation 
of the nation’s heritage while aiming to enrich residents’ lives.

According to the statement, this year’s production will be 
performed by the Inner Mongolia Art Theatre Peking Opera 
Troupe (內蒙古藝術劇院京劇團). Formed by graduates of top 
Beijing performing arts academies and designated a National 
Key Provincial Peking Opera Troupe in 2005, the multi-ethnic 
ensemble aims to bring deep cultural resonance to the story of 
Wang Zhaojun – having previously won an Outstanding Play 
Award at the 5th China Peking Opera Festival for their 2008 
production “The Great Desert Zhaojun” (“大漠昭君”), the 
statement said. 

“Han Ming Fei” tells the story of Wang Zhaojun, a court beauty 
during the Han Dynasty (202 BCE – 9 CE, 25–220 CE) – because 
she refuses to bribe court painter Mao Yanshou, he intentionally 
paints an unflattering portrait of her, causing Emperor Yuan to 
ignore her. Upon later discovering her true beauty, the emperor 
confers upon her the title of Concubine Ming and orders Mao’s 
execution. Mao flees to the Xiongnu* and presents them with 
Zhaojun’s portrait, prompting the Xiongnu to demand her hand 
under threat of military force – forcing the emperor to reluctantly 
send her away to seal a peace alliance.

Free admission tickets will be distributed starting on Friday 
at Teatro Alegria, the UNESCO Historic Centre of Macau in 
Nape, and the Macao Foundation’s office on the 7th floor of 
the Government Office Building in Estrada do Dique Oeste, 
Coloane, the statement said, underlining that each person may 
collect up to two tickets on a first-come, first-served basis while 
supplies last.  

*The Xiongnu (匈奴) were a powerful confederation of 
nomadic tribes that dominated the Asian Steppe from the 3rd 
century BCE to the 1st century CE, frequently clashing and 
trading with Han Dynasty China. Their heartland was centred 
directly in modern-day Mongolia, though at their peak their 
empire stretched across Inner Mongolia, southern Siberia, 
northern China, and parts of Central Asia. – Gemini

Chinese Peking Opera 
Art Troupe to stage 

‘Han Ming Fei’ at Wing 
Lok on Sept 5 

This poster provided by the Macao Foundation (FM) yesterday promotes 
the classic Peking Opera production “Han Ming Fei” to be staged at 
Teatro Alegria (Wing Lok) on Saturday, September 5. 

Moving ahead vertically & horizontally: 
Sam decodes Macao’s 3rd Five-Year Plan

Continued from p.1

Reaching directly into 
community life and public 
wellbeing

“The starting point and ultimate 
goal of formulating the Third Five-
Year Plan are social security and public 
wellbeing – focusing on our citizens’ 
sense of happiness, fulfillment, and 
security,” Sam emphasized.

Through 40 days of public 
consultation, the government received 
1,716 submission forms and 8,230 specific 
suggestions, reflecting active participation 
across all sectors of Macao society. 
Many recommendations originated from 
neighborhood communities – covering 
area revitalization, structural inspections 
of aging buildings, and improved public 
transit connections. These seemingly 
minor demands occupy a significant 
portion of the plan.

Sam stated that the MSAR 
Government will adhere to the principle 
of “doing our utmost within our 
capabilities, providing targeted support, 
and directing resources downward.” 
A series of policy measures will be 
introduced in key sectors including 
social security, healthcare, youth 
development, and housing security.

He also pointed out that urban 
renewal remains an urgent task and a 
key area for improvement in Macao. 
Although Macao performs well in 
per capita GDP, challenges persist 
regarding urban aesthetics and a 
large inventory of aging buildings. 
Additionally, with various cultural 
heritage sites scattered across urban 
districts, preservation efforts must be 
advanced in a coordinated manner.

To address this, a dedicated chapter 
in the Plan is devoted to urban renewal. 
Sam noted that over the next five years, 
the construction of a “Happy Macao” 

will proceed through tangible, clear, 
and perceptible projects and measures.

Carrying the blueprint 
through to completion

From the First Five-Year Plan in 
2016 to the Second in 2021, and now to 
the Third, Macao’s five-year planning 
framework has steadily matured.

Taking the overarching theme of 
“appropriate economic diversification” 
as an example: the progression from 
“promoting” in the First Plan, to 
“accelerating” in the Second, and now 
“solidly advancing” in the Third clearly 
illustrates the trajectory of Macao’s 
economic transformation – from building 
foundations to accelerating progress, and 
now emphasizing quality and efficiency.

“The continuity of this planning 
extends far beyond a five-year horizon,” 
Sam said. Breaking free from short-term 
constraints, the Third Five-Year Plan 
lays out strategic, cross-cycle major 
projects such as a technology research 
and development industrial park and 
the Macao-Hengqin International 
Education (University) Town. With 
construction timelines spanning five to 
10 years, these initiatives demonstrate 
the MSAR Government’s commitment 
to sustained, long-term effort.

Moving forward, Sam explained 
that the MSAR Government will im-
plement the plan’s main tasks through 
three key lists: key projects, key task 
responsibilities, and major reform 
measures. “Each list contains concrete 
projects, clear goals, designated respon-
sible departments, and implementation 
timelines,” he said.

Advancing GBA synergy via 
Macao-Hengqin integration

A core highlight of this long-term, 
problem-solving plan is the dedicated 
chapter on “Deepening Integrated 

Development of ‘Macao + Hengqin’.”
Sam stated that the Third Five-

Year Plan aligns closely with the new 
“Macao + Hengqin” positioning. 
Driven by technology and education, it 
aims to deepen the “soft connectivity” 
of rules and mechanisms alongside the 
“hard connectivity” of infrastructure to 
create landmark projects and industrial 
space carriers. By 2030, the added 
value of the four key characteristic 
industries in the Guangdong-Macao In-
Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin is 
targeted to reach 65 percent or more 
of its GDP, with substantial growth 
in the number of Macao residents and 
enterprises operating there, alongside 
a more comprehensive public service 
and social security system.

The horizontal dimension extends 
beyond Hengqin. “As a member of the 
Greater Bay Area, we must benchmark 
against Guangdong’s overall planning 
when formulating our own plan,” Sam 
noted, adding that from the start of 
the drafting process, he emphasized 
aligning plans with Guangdong, 
particularly Zhuhai. Furthermore, 
Macao and Hong Kong have maintained 
communication, with planning teams 
conducting reciprocal visits to reference 
each other’s planning visions.

“Therefore, in terms of task 
setting, project layouts, and supporting 
measures, this plan effectively 
promotes regional coordination and 
synergy,” Sam concluded.

Blending vertical alignment with 
horizontal reach, the Plan captures national 
strategic heights, local community 
warmth, historical depth, and Greater Bay 
Area width. Ultimately, every element 
points toward the same target: Macao 
moving forward, step by step.    – Xinhua 

N.B. The translation of the unabridged 
statement from Chinese was arranged, 
reviewed and edited by the Post. 

Khalel Vallo
The inaugural 2026 OCBC Cycle 

Macau, a road cycling event within 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA), will take 
place this Sunday at the “Cotai 
Circuit” (“金光賽道”) around the 
Macau East Asian Games Dome in 
Cotai, according to a recent statement 
from OCBC Bank’s Facebook page. 

Organised as the first GBA road 
cycling race held in Macau, the event 
will bring together cyclists from 
Macau, Hong Kong and the Chinese 
mainland.

Sponsored by OCBC Bank (Macau), 
the event will feature multiple categories 
for cyclists of different ages and skill 
levels, including the Elite category and 
the Open category, the statement noted.

The deadline of the registration 
ended on Sunday.

The race course will be set on a 
flat circuit, focusing on speed and 
pacing competition, the statement 
said, underlining that the Men’s Elite 
category will include five intermediate 
sprint points during the race, while 

champions of each category will 
receive exclusive champion jerseys.

The event will also introduce new 
categories such as an Open category, 
a Charity Family division and a 
4–6-year-old children’s division, 
allowing more cycling enthusiasts and 
families to participate, the statement 
said, adding that all participants will 
receive a race package including a 

cycling bag, sports towel, finisher 
medal, and local souvenirs.

The Charity Family division’s 
registration fees will be fully donated 
to Caritas Macau, the statement said, 
noting that in addition, OCBC will 
donate 50 patacas to Caritas Macau 
for every successful registration, 
supporting community charity 
initiatives through cycling. 

2026 OCBC Cycle Macau to debut Sunday 
with GBA cycling challenge

This poster released by OCBC Bank’s Facebook page recently promotes the upcoming 
“2026 OCBC Cycle Macau” slated to make its debut this Sunday in Cotai.  



“Once Upon a Time in the Middle East” (Its Chinese title 歡迎來龍餐館 meaning “Welcome to 
the Dragon Restaurant”), directed by Wen Muye and starring comedic actor Shen Teng, is a masterpiece 
in depicting the intricate realities of wartime. The 2026 film shines in its remarkably accurate and nuanced 
portrayal of different factions – from foreign armies to local factions and neutral civilians – providing 
a grounded look at how each group realistically reacts when thrust into a complex geopolitical conflict.

The film follows Xu Fu (Shen Teng), a pragmatic Chinese chef who moves to a Middle Eastern city to 
open a restaurant and pay off his debts. When war suddenly breaks out, his diner becomes an accidental 
sanctuary for local orphans, forcing him to navigate the surrounding chaos purely to survive.

While most online commentaries focus on the film’s touching emotional beats and Shen Teng’s 
impressive range beyond comedy, few highlight its brilliant commitment to portraying war as it truly is 
while threading together a complex narrative.

Living in Macau, I am constantly exposed to Western (primarily US) media and information. There 
is a noticeable gap in how the West and China project information in favour of their respective national 
interests. The West is arguably far better at subtle propaganda, using cinema effectively as soft power. In 
contrast, many Chinese films I have seen treat foreign characters and dynamics with a naive, cliché-ridden, 
hands-off approach that often makes me cringe.

“Once Upon a Time in the Middle East” is a much-needed step forward. Instead of routinely reducing 
the US to an evil force bent on world domination or “hunting for oil,” the film leaves the war’s origins 
unsaid; one day the city is bombed, and lives are altered forever. The US soldiers are portrayed humanely and 
tragically – struggling with combat trauma, facing constant lethal threats, longing for home, and grappling 
with the pointlessness of their deployment. Even the more sadistic interrogator is given a backstory that 
allows for empathy.

Crucially, the film does not shy away from the atrocities committed by local extremist factions. One might 
expect a standard narrative where Western forces terrorise the land while local fighters are framed purely as 
heroic freedom fighters. Instead, the film depicts how radicalised fundamentalists exploit innocent children, 
brainwashing them into suicide missions in the name of vengeance with complete disregard for human life. 
This makes the yearning for a peace narrative much more powerful.

What I appreciated most was the accurate, if uncomfortable, portrayal of the Chinese protagonist. In 
traditional Chinese culture, pragmatism, intelligence, comradeship, order, and family take precedence over 
abstract notions of universal altruism. Rather than painting him with unrealistic, saintly heroism, the film 
grounds his motivations in self-preservation and practical duty.

We see his quick wit and sharp negotiating skills, his devotion to providing for his family back home, 
his solidarity with fellow countrymen, and his quiet pride in his heritage. Yet the film doesn’t hide his blind 
spots. While enjoying reliable food, water and electricity supply, he turns a blind eye to the suffering outside 
his doors. Even his aid to local orphans is driven by practical utility – they help run the shop. This nuanced, 
unglamorised portrayal makes his character journey feel far more genuine and compelling than standard 
Hollywood or patriotic tropes.

Ultimately, “Once Upon a Time in the Middle 
East” succeeds because it trusts its audience with 
complexity. By discarding simple morality tales 
in favour of sharp cultural observation, nuanced 
human tragedy, and unvarnished pragmatism, 
it sets a compelling new standard for Chinese 
international cinema – one that values authentic 
human nature far above convenient heroic tropes 
and patriotism.

The reviewer saw the film in Zhuhai last week.
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Protagonist Xu Fu (played by Shen Teng) seen cooking in a movie still. – Images courtesy of Douban Movie

Stills from the film show Xu Fu (Shen Teng) feeding and being fed by other characters—a recurring visual motif contrasting helplessness and vulnerability with acts of comfort.

War without saints: the brutal pragmatism of 
‘Once Upon a Time in the Middle East’

Review by William Chan
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Ida Cheong
The Macao Populace Mental 

Health Promotion Association 
(MPMHPA), in collaboration with the 
Alliance for Common People Building 
Up Macau (API), held a screening 
session for the micro-film “Facing 
Light” yesterday, with the aim of 
delivering information about mental 
illness to the public and eliminating 
societal misunderstandings.

The micro-film “Facing 
Light” is produced by the Macao 
Populace Mental Health Promotion 
Association. It depicts the community 
issues faced by people recovering 
from mental illness and their families. 
The screening took place at API 
headquarters in Areia Preta, attracting 
over 150 participants.

MPMHPA Chairman Lo Io Chou 
told reporters on the sidelines of 
the screening that while traditional 
misconceptions previously fuelled 
stigma surrounding mental illness, 
public friendliness toward individuals 
with mental health conditions has 
continued to improve in recent years, 
adding that the micro-film aims to 
enhance public understanding, reduce 
prejudice, and help build an inclusive 
society.

Meanwhile, local psychiatric out-
patient visits have kept rising in recent 
years. Lo attributed this increase to 
heightened public awareness of 

psychological well-being, driven by 
promotional efforts from relevant gov-
ernment entities and local rehabilita-
tion organisations advocating early 
treatment, adding that consequently, 
individuals who previously hesitated 
to seek psychiatric therapy are now 
more willing to do so voluntarily.

With the rapid development 
of social media and online gaming, 
youngsters facing academic or rela-
tional difficulties often struggle emo-
tionally, making them more vulnerable 
to psychological and mental health is-
sues. Lo suggested long-term collabo-
rations between social service agencies 

and schools to promote mental health 
education and prevention concepts.

Lo pointed out that as Macau 
undergoes appropriate economic 
diversification, vacant commercial 
properties, closures of long-standing 
businesses, and rising unemployment 
have adversely affected the mental 
well-being of affected residents. 
He urged the government and 
local organisations to host more 
positive community events, such as 
carnivals and inspirational theatrical 
performances, to spread optimism and 
promote mental health literacy across 
neighbourhoods. 

Macao Populace Mental Health Promotion Association (MPMHPA) Chairman Lo Io Chou 

speaks to reporters on the sidelines of “Facing Light” micro-film screening yesterday at 
the Alliance for Common People Building Up Macau (API) headquarters in Areia Preta. 

– Photo: Ida Cheong

Local micro-!lm aims to promote 
mental health awareness

Armindo Neves
The multimedia theatre production Chi Lam Vai 

(茨林圍), presented by the Chung Chi Drama Club, 
directed by Michael Chung (鍾志業), and written by 
Chung and Steven U (余志雲), will be performed at the 
Macao Cultural Centre (CCM) from September 11 to 13.

According to a statement released by the club on 
Saturday, the production – funded by the Cultural 
Development Fund – aims to explore the moving stories 
of a centuries-old village in Macau, tapping into the 
collective memory and cultural heritage shared by the 
local community.

Chi Lam Vai (aka Chi Lam Chuen – 茨林村), known 
in Portuguese as Pátio do Espinho, is a 400-year-old 
former walled village. It is situated just a street away 
from the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Na Tcha 
Temple – one of Macau’s two temples dedicated to the 
deity known in Putonghua as Nezha – and close to the 
Ruins of St Paul’s.

The statement noted that the story centres on a 
protagonist named Chi Lam, who grew up in the village. 
Her childhood was filled with the bustle of the traditional 
Na Tcha birthday parades and the warmth of living with 
her grandfather. However, after her grandfather passed 
away, relatives fighting over the family property tore her 
once-happy home apart. Forced to leave, she left with deep 
emotional scars and built a wall around her heart.

Years later, she returns to her old neighbourhood 
to fulfil her grandfather’s dying wish “to make a film 
about the village”. Facing the familiar surroundings and 
neighbours who had once cared for her, she expects to 
find that people’s hearts have grown cold. Instead, as she 
reconnects with the community, she gradually realises her 
grandfather’s protection never truly left her. The genuine 
warmth and her sense of belonging in Pátio do Espinho 
had always been there, waiting for her return.

Anyone interested in purchasing tickets may visit the 
Na Tcha-themed café Amigos do Espinho (茨林) at Chi 
Lam Vai or the cultural and creative concept store A Fat 
Cat on Estrada da Bela Vista (新雅馬路).

Tickets are priced at 180 patacas per person, or 150 
patacas per person for presale purchases and group 
bookings of two or more. 

Theatre production aims to explore 
moving stories of Chi Lam Vai

This poster released by Chung Chi Drama Club promotes its 

upcoming multimedia theatre play “茨林圍” (Chi Lam Vai).

Ida Cheong
Private Kiang Wu Hospital announced in a statement 

yesterday that it successfully performed Macau’s first intrathecal 
baclofen (ITB) pump implantation this month on a patient who 
suffers from long-term spastic dystonia following a severe 
traumatic brain injury.

Following the surgery, muscle tone in the patient’s lower 
limbs was significantly reduced and spastic pain was completely 
relieved, leading to significant improvements in both sleep and 
overall quality of life, according to the statement.

The statement pointed out that the patient had previously 
relied on high oral doses of baclofen, a common muscle 
relaxant. However, due to the drug’s poor permeability across 
the blood-brain barrier, these high doses triggered pronounced 
side effects such as dizziness, fatigue, and drowsiness without 
effectively alleviating the symptoms.

The ITB procedure is a minimally invasive surgery that 
delivers medication directly to the body’s target area. Guided 
by C-arm fluoroscopy, surgeons insert a drug-infusion 
catheter into the patient’s subarachnoid space* through a 
spinal puncture, positioning the catheter’s tip at the spinal 
segment corresponding to the most severely affected limbs, the 
statement said.

According to DeepSeek, C-arm fluoroscopy is a real-time 
X-ray imaging machine shaped like a large “C” that slides 
around the patient.

Because the ITB pump enables medication to be delivered 
directly to the central nervous system, it achieves strong 
therapeutic efficacy at a fraction of the standard oral dosage 
while drastically reducing systemic side effects, the statement 
said, adding that the procedure is also fully reversible, meaning 
the entire system can be surgically removed if necessary.

The statement underscored that the procedure enables 
treatment for patients with cerebral palsy (CP), hereditary 
spastic paraplegia*** (HSP), and severe post-trauma or post-
tumour limb spasticity (stiffness), as well as patients who 
experience side effects from oral anti-spasticity drugs.

Dr Liao Ting, from the Department of Neurosurgery at 
Kiang Wu Hospital, said in the statement that candidates for ITB 
pump implantation must undergo a thorough evaluation prior to 
surgery. Because the procedure involves implanting a foreign 
medical device, strict aseptic protocols are required to prevent 
infection.

Following the operation, patients typically undergo a period 
of routine device programming and parameter adjustments 
managed by the medical team to optimise dosages, Dr Liao 
added. 

* The subarachnoid space is the fluid-filled compartment 
surrounding the brain and spinal cord. - Gemini

**Cerebral Palsy is a group of permanent neurological 
disorders that affect movement, muscle tone, and posture. It 
is caused by damage to or abnormal development in the parts 
of the brain that control motor function, typically occurring 
before, during, or shortly after birth. - Gemini

***Hereditary Spastic Paraplegia refers to a large group 
of rare, inherited neurological disorders characterised by 
progressive stiffness and weakness in the legs. It is caused by 
the gradual degeneration of the long nerve fibres (corticospinal 
tracts) running down the spinal cord that convey signals to the 
lower limbs. - Gemini

This undated handout photo provided by the private Kiang Wu 

Hospital yesterday shows a physician preparing to insert an 

intrathecal baclofen (ITB) pump into the patient’s subarachnoid space.

Kiang Wu completes 
!rst local ITB 

pump implantation
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Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded suspect to a PJ van outside the 
PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.             – Photo: Armindo Neves

Armindo Neves
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested a mainland fruit shop 
owner on Sunday for robbing a sex 
worker last Friday, PJ spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong announced 
during a special press conference at 
PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect 
as a 37-year-old man surnamed 
Sun. He added that the victim 
is a middle-aged female tourist 
suspected of working as a prostitute.

According to Cheong, the 
victim met Sun in a Cotai hotel 
lobby last Thursday, where they 
exchanged contact details.

At around 6:00 p.m. last Friday, 
Sun arranged to meet the victim in 
a hotel room for transactional sex. 
Cheong stated that after the act, 
Sun suddenly strangled the victim, 
threatened her with a fruit knife, 
bound her hands and feet with 
tape, and demanded HK$100,000 
(102,936 patacas).

Fearing for her life, the 
victim complied. Sun then took 
her to a casino and, using an 
illegal currency exchange dealer, 
converted 80,000 yuan (96,020 
patacas) from her mobile banking 

account into HK$90,000 worth of 
casino chips for gambling.

After losing the entire amount, 
Sun forced the victim to hand over 
another HK$10,000, which he also 
gambled away. Sun subsequently 
claimed the money was merely a 
loan and warned the victim against 
reporting the incident.

The victim later confided in a 
friend, who assisted her in filing 
a report with the Judiciary Police. 
Investigations revealed that Sun 
had purchased the fruit knife and 
tape at a supermarket several 
hours prior to the case, pointing 
to a premeditated crime. Officers 
recovered the knife – measuring 
20 cm in length including a 9 cm 
blade – from the hotel room.

Sun was transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
yesterday to face charges of robbery 
and possession of an illegal weapon.

Meanwhile, Cheong also said 
that as the victim is suspected of 
being involved in prostitution, the 
matter will be investigated further.

While prostitution per se is 
not illegal in Macau, tourists are 
now allowed to engage in gainful 
employment during their stay here. 

Police nab fruit shop owner 
for robbing sex worker
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Interviews by Rui Pastorin
How are bookshops affected 

as fewer people read books? Two 
interviewees gave their perspectives 
to the Post in separate interviews, 
discussing how this shift has 
impacted them while highlighting 
the importance of not only books, but 
bookshops as important platforms.

An independent 
bookshop’s perspective

At 31 Rua de S. Roque, 
independent bookshop Júbilo 31 
Books continues to sell a variety 
of publications, including picture 
books and local works, all while 
aiming to promote and encourage 
local creativity.

Book designer CK Chiwai 
Cheang, one of the owners, has a 
strong interest in art, picture books, 
and, most importantly, promoting 
Macau’s culture and its creatives. 
“I just want a space to continue 
promoting the city,” CK said, 
adding that he runs the bookshop 
through a mix of fun and passion.

However, as noted on its website, 
the business strives to survive despite 
average sales, with CK further noting 
during the interview that it mainly 
just breaks even. 

He highlighted that money is one 
of the primary challenges in running 
an independent bookshop. Even 
though the district where the shop is 
located is seeing more tourists and 
locals, he noted: “Macau people 
don’t read. Just a few people visit,” 
all the while noting the small size of 
the market.

Regarding support, CK noted 
that a clear focus needs to be 
established on what should be 
targeted in the first place. While 
funding is important, emphasis 
must also be placed on fostering 
readers. From the independent 
local bookshop perspective, this 
also extends to supporting local 
creativity by giving attention to the 
publishing industry and supporting 
more local writers, he said. 

If there are more writers, artists, 
and publishers alongside an interested 
market, bookshops will naturally 
have more local works to offer.

Nevertheless, CK acknowledged 
the reality that Macau has a “very 
small market.” Despite this truth, he 
believes it is vital to simply do what 
can be done and do it well. “I think 
that’s more important,” he said.

He also emphasised the value 
of independent bookshops: “Every 

city needs a kind of independent 
bookstore.” For him, such a venue 
serves as a platform for self-
expression, encouraging people to 
read, create, and find inspiration. 
In his shop’s case, it provides a 
dedicated space to learn about Macau 
and its local culture – where creative 
works can convey vital messages 
and bring attention to key topics.

Books have their own 
‘charisma’

Thomas is a book designer 
who also works at a separate local 
bookshop, a place where he still 
regularly sees local customers and 
tourists alike. While he noted that 
the shop continues to serve local 
readers, Thomas – who preferred 
not to give his full name – believes 
there has been a noticeable shift in 
how many people read for leisure. 
He pointed out that this might also 
be seen in the bookshop’s number 
of staff, which might have been 
double 20 years ago.

This shift might also have to 
do with the rise of technology and 
social media. However, Thomas 
said that there are people who still 
use the latter to promote books and 
reading. “I’m still glad to see that 
there are some people on social 
media who use the platform to talk 
about and recommend books, even 
some about local things”, noting 
that it helps garner interest.  

In Macau, he acknowledged 
government efforts to promote a 
reading culture, particularly through 
initiatives like the “Books and the 
City” magazine and school events. 
“I can feel that the government has 
tried hard to do this… But I still 

Rui Pastorin
The Health Bureau (SSM) 

announced in a statement yesterday 
that it had received a report of one 
imported mpox* case involving a 
young male local resident.

According to the statement, the 
patient had developed symptoms 
including fever, headache, and muscle 
pain on August 18 while travelling 
abroad, developing a skin rash the 
following day and self-medicating 
without seeking medical attention.

When he returned to Macau, 
the statement said he visited the 
private Kiang Wu Hospital for 
consultation and sample collection 
on Monday, testing positive for 
mpox. As his symptoms persisted, 
he subsequently sought care at the 
public Conde S. Januário Hospital 
Centre and is currently receiving 
inpatient treatment.  The statement 
noted that he was in stable condition.

The statement added that the 
patient’s cohabitants have not 
shown symptoms, though the 
bureau will still arrange for them 
to receive the mpox vaccine.

The statement pointed out 
that the patient had, according to 

epidemiological investigations, 
engaged in “high-risk sexual 
behaviour in the Chinese mainland 
during the incubation period”. He 
had no high-risk sexual behaviour 
in Macau or after symptom onset, 
and denied contact with rodents 
or primates. He had not been 
vaccinated for the disease.

Mpox, according to the statement, 
spreads primarily through high-risk 
sexual behavior – especially among 
individuals with multiple partners 
or men who have sex with men—as 
well as through direct contact with 
infected skin lesions, contaminated 
objects, prolonged face-to-face 
respiratory droplets, or infected 
animals like rodents and primates.

The Health Bureau urged the 
public to practise safe sex and 
avoid casual or multiple partners, as 
well as avoid contact with people, 
animals, or contaminated items 
suspected to be infected. Moreover, 
the bureau said that if symptoms 
appear, one should immediately 
seek medical attention, disclose 
relevant exposure history, and avoid 
sexual activity or close contact with 
others, the statement said.

The statement added that 
“high-risk individuals aged 18 
or above (including men who 
have sex with men) may consider 
getting vaccinated against mpox”.

The bureau emphasised that, 
according to information from the 
WHO and other regions, general 
public risk remains low and mass 
vaccination is unnecessary. The 
statement said it carries a low 
global fatality rate of around 0.1 
percent in non-endemic areas.

Pre-exposure vaccination is 
available for high-risk individuals 
via local health centres. Macau 
residents assessed as high risk can 
receive the vaccine free of charge, 
while non-resident workers or 
those legally permitted to stay in 
Macau may receive paid shots, 
while tourists remain ineligible. 

*In late 2022, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) recommended 
transitioning from “monkeypox” 
to “mpox” to mitigate racist and 
stigmatising language online, 
as well as to prevent inaccurate 
associations with monkeys (rodents 
are actually the main primary 
reservoir). – Gemini

Highlighting the importance 
of books and bookshops

Owner of Júbilo 31 Books and book designer CK Chiwai Cheang, one of the 
interviewees, looks at some of the titles at his bookshop at 31 Rua de S. Roque.   
           – Photo taken last week by Rui Pastorin

SSM con!rms Macau imported mpox case

think it’s a tough case. It’s really 
hard to push people to read books 
when you already have a phone in 
your hands.”

Looking ahead, Thomas said 
that there is a tough road ahead 
“especially in this economy”. He also 
highlighted how bookshops such as 
Eslite Bookstore chain in Hong Kong 
are still “very good”, noting a mix of 
the environment and reading culture 
where, despite not buying anything, 
people continue to read and browse. 
He said that the environment might be 
difficult to replicate in Macau given 
its small number of bookshops, along 
with limited events and networks, 
highlighting the importance of having 
a connection between bookshops and 
publishers, which the city lacks.  “I 
think we still have a lot to do if we 
want the culture to be stronger”. 

But while not being optimistic, 
Thomas still believes that books 
have their own “charisma” and have 
an important place in the world. 
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BEIJING – China and India yesterday 
held the 25th round of talks between the two 
countries’ special representatives on the 
boundary question in Beijing, conducting 
comprehensive, in-depth, friendly and 
candid communication on issues such as the 
boundary question and bilateral ties.

Wang, a member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, director of the Office 
of the Central Commission for Foreign 
Affairs and China’s Special Representative 
on the Boundary Question between China 
and India, said that the sound and stable 
development of China-India relations 
serves the fundamental interests of the two 
peoples and carries global and strategic 
significance.

China is ready to work with India to 
develop bilateral relations from a strategic and 
long-term perspective, be good neighbors and 
friends as well as partners that help each other 
succeed, and realize the “Dragon-Elephant 
Tango,” Wang said.

Noting that both sides are implementing 
the consensus reached at the special 
representatives’ meeting in an orderly 
manner, Wang said both sides should place the 
border question in an appropriate position in 
bilateral ties, press ahead without stagnation, 

regression or deviation, and gradually build 
a positive narrative for China-India border 
affairs, making dialogue, peace, consultation 
and cooperation the mainstream.

India’s Special Representative and 
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval said 
the Indian side is willing to further enhance 
strategic communication with the Chinese 
side, effectively manage the border areas, 
explore solutions to the border question, and 
promote the accelerated improvement and 
development of India-China relations.

The two sides had in-depth communication 
on advancing boundary negotiations, 
properly managing and controlling the 
border, improving mechanism building and 
promoting cross-border cooperation.

Both sides reaffirmed that they will, 
in the spirit of mutual respect and mutual 
understanding, seek a fair, reasonable and 
mutually acceptable package solution to the 
boundary question.

The two sides will continue to properly 
handle the boundary question through 
dialogue and consultation and jointly maintain 
peace and tranquility in the border areas.

The two sides agreed to hold the 26th round 
of talks between the two countries’ special 
representatives on the boundary question in 
India in 2027.     – Xinhua

BEIJING – China and the United States 
held the third Track 1.5 Dialogue in Beijing 
yesterday. The two sides engaged in candid, 
in-depth and constructive exchanges, and 
underscored that the China-US relationship 
is of vital importance and is currently at a 
critical juncture.

Both sides expressed the need to jointly 
implement the important consensus reached 
by the two heads of state, build on the new 
positioning of the China-US constructive 
relationship of strategic stability, strengthen 
communication and dialogue, and enhance 
mutual political trust.

Representatives also called for promoting 
exchanges and cooperation in such areas 
as economy and trade, people-to-people 
and cultural ties, subnational cooperation, 
healthcare, artificial intelligence and food 

security, to properly handle differences and 
jointly address global challenges.

The dialogue was co-hosted by the 
International Department of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee 
and the Asia Society of the United States. 
Liu Haixing, head of the International 
Department of the CPC Central Committee, 
attended the event and delivered a keynote 
speech.

Approximately 40 Chinese and US 
representatives participated in the dialogue, 
including personnel from relevant Chinese 
government departments, local governments, 
think tanks and universities, as well as US 
strategic and business community figures 
like John L. Thornton, co-chair of the Board 
of Trustees of the Asia Society.

– Xinhua

HANGZHOU – China stands ready 
to work with all Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) economies to build 
a more stable food security system, Vice 
Premier Liu Guozhong said yesterday.

Liu, also a member of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) Central Committee, made the 
remarks in a keynote speech at the opening 
ceremony of the 11th APEC Food Security 
Ministerial Meeting in Hangzhou, capital of 
Zhejiang Province.

Stressing the vital role APEC plays in 
safeguarding global food security, Liu called 
on APEC economies to jointly strengthen the 
foundation for food security by leveraging 
their own resource endowments.

Liu proposed strengthening innovation-
driven development and deepening 
cooperation in agricultural science and 
technology, while keeping trade flows 
smooth to safeguard the security and 
stability of food supply chains. He also 
called for stronger policy synergy to ensure 
food security.

As a flagship event of the APEC “China 
Year,” the meeting brought together around 
200 delegates from the 21 APEC economies, 
the APEC Secretariat and other international 
organizations. It featured policy dialogues 
on agricultural and rural development, 
technological innovation and digital 
agriculture for food security.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – Chinese lawmakers convened 
yesterday to review a raft of bills, including 
draft revisions to the Road Traffic Safety 
Law, a draft law on combating cross-
border corruption and a draft healthcare 
security law.

The bills were submitted for deliberation 
at the 24th session of the Standing Committee 
of the 14th National People’s Congress (NPC), 
the country’s top legislature.

Zhao Leji, chairman of the NPC Standing 
Committee, presided over the first plenary 
meeting of the session.

In the meeting, lawmakers deliberated a 
draft healthcare security law. Submitted for 
a third reading, the draft includes provisions 
on long-term care insurance, aiming to further 
protect the rights and interests of insured 
people.

A draft law on farmland protection and 
quality improvement was submitted for its 
third reading, adding provisions on talent 
cultivation and strengthening oversight 
of funds for high-standard farmland 
development.

Lawmakers also reviewed a revised draft 
of the Agriculture Law, which improves 
support for agricultural and rural economic 
development, enhances protection for 
farmers’ rights and interests, and strengthens 
rural development and governance.

A draft revision to the National Defense 
Mobilization Law was submitted for its 
second reading. The revisions clarify the 
concept of national defense mobilization 
and rules on the collection, use and security 
management of relevant data.

Lawmakers reviewed a draft amendment 
to the lawyers law that improves the provisions 
to boost foreign-related legal services.

A revised draft of the Enterprise 
Bankruptcy Law, submitted for its second 
reading, refines rules on the bankruptcy of 
individual debtors bearing joint and several 
liability, improves the reorganization system, 

and adjusts the priority order for distributions 
from the bankruptcy estate.

Also under review was a revised draft 
of the banking supervision and regulation 
law, which introduces classified and tiered 
supervision of banking institutions, improves 
the system for protecting banking consumers’ 
rights and interests, and adds a separate 
chapter on risk resolution.

Lawmakers also reviewed a revised draft 
of the Water Law. The second-reading draft 
strengthens provisions on the protection of 
water resources and water ecology, national 
water network development, and water 
conservation and recycling.

Draft revisions to the Road Traffic Safety 
Law were submitted for review, seeking to 
improve the road traffic safety management 
system and strengthen the legal framework 
for maintaining traffic order. The draft 
includes a dedicated chapter on autonomous 
vehicles.

A draft law on combating cross-border 
corruption was submitted for the first reading, 
aiming to prevent and punish transnational 
corruption, deepen international cooperation 
and safeguard national sovereignty, security, 
and development interests.

Lawmakers also heard a series of reports, 
including a report on the implementation of 
the 2026 plan for national economic and social 
development, a report on budget execution, a 
report on government debt management in 
2025, and a supervisory research report on 
government debt management in 2025.

A report on improving the quality 
of cultural products and services and a 
report on efforts to consolidate and expand 
achievements in poverty alleviation and 
advance all-around rural revitalization were 
also on the agenda of the lawmakers.

Lawmakers also deliberated an extradition 
treaty between China and Hungary, a deputy 
qualification report and personnel-related 
bills.     – Xinhua

China, India hold special rep talks 
on boundary question in Beijing

China, US hold 3rd Track 
1.5 Dialogue in Beijing

Vice Premier Liu calls for joint 
e!orts from APEC members to 

bolster food security

China mulls road safety law revisions, 
law against cross-border corruption

Vice President Han Zheng (right) shakes hands with Ajit Doval, India’s National Security Advisor and 

Special Representative on the China-India boundary question, in Beijing yesterday.            – Xinhua
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Hiroshi Hiyama
HIGASHIOSAKA, Japan – 

Feeling dizzy and unwell after cycling 
to work in Japan’s punishing summer 
heat, warehouse worker Isao Tabuchi 
headed for his company’s newest 
acquisition: a refrigerator for humans.

The phonebooth-sized machine, 
where jets of chilled air ensure ice-
cold comfort, only launched this 
year but has proved popular in a 
country that seems to be getting 
inexorably warmer.

“I was really able to recover thanks 
to that. Once you use it, it’s very, very 
cool,” Tabuchi, 51, told AFP in the 
western industrial city of Higashiosaka.

Tokyo-based industrial equipment 
distributor Trusco Nakayama said it 
has sold more than 300 units of the 
“Do Hiemon Box” since April, priced 
at 1.5 million yen (US$9,400).

Customers include construction 
sites, factories and warehouses, 
and will expand in the future to 
golf courses, said company sales 
agent China Yamamoto. Baseball 
stadiums may also be interested.

Some within the company had 
been sceptical, she added.

“It’s large, it’s expensive, and 
it’s not the kind of product where 
you can just explain it in words and 
have customers say, ‘Okay, let’s 
buy one.’ So there were a lot of 
uncertainties,” she told AFP.

‘Cruelly hot’
Scientists say human-induced 

climate change is increasing the 
frequency and intensity of extreme 
heat events around the world.

In 2025, Japan saw its hottest 
summer on record.

This year, the weather office began 
using a new word –“kokushobi” or 
“cruelly hot day” – when temperatures 
hit 40C, urging the public to treat 
extreme heat like a natural disaster.

Tokyo alone recorded almost 
120 heat-related deaths in the 
month to mid-August, while close 
to 63,000 people nationwide this 
summer needed emergency care.

Since last year, Japanese businesses 
have faced tougher legal requirements 
to help employees toiling in the heat.

Building sites, for example, 
must provide workers with suitable 
clothing such as jackets with built-in 
fans, as well as air-conditioned break 
rooms and canopies to ensure shade.

A new initiative introduced 
this year allows bureaucrats in 
Tokyo to come to work in shorts – 
a groundbreaking move in a country 
where formal business attire still rules.

The impact of rising temperatures 
on businesses in the world’s fourth-
biggest economy is real.

A survey in July by Teikoku 
Databank found that 50 percent of 
companies said intense heat had 
disrupted their operations.

Almost 88 percent said they had 
upgraded efforts to help workers 
cope with the heat.

Vital investment
The Do Hiemon Box can 

provide one line of defence.
It operates from a regular power 

socket, can be wheeled around and 
doesn’t use much power, according 
to its maker.

To prevent overuse, it automatically 
shuts off after 20 minutes.

Investing in heat-countering 

measures has become essential to 
maintain the existing workforce 
and attract new recruits, said Yutaka 
Kono from Konoe, the specialist 
wholesaler of screws and surveying 
equipment where Tabuchi works.

Conventional air conditioners 
and spot coolers offer relief, but 
Kono’s firm has many open areas to 
allow trucks and heavy equipment 
to operate.

“I was really surprised by this 
new concept of putting people into 
a kind of refrigerator, and I found it 
very appealing that by going inside 
that refrigerator, a person’s body 
can be cooled in an instant to a safe 
temperature,” Kono told AFP.

“That made me think, ‘We 
definitely want to install one of 
these’,” he said.

Worker Taichi Konishi, 24, says 
he uses it about three times a day.

After moving heavy boxes 
of metal tools and parts by hand 
between cargo pallets, he strolls 
over, steps into the box, sits down 
and smiles, running his fingers 
through his hair like in the shower.

“This feels really good,” he told 
AFP.

“I’ve only been in for about two 
minutes, but even that was enough 
for all my sweat to dry up.”   – AFP

Konoe employee Taichi Konishi takes a break in a cooling box for workers also 
known as a “human fridge” at the company’s warehouse, a specialist wholesaler of 
screws and surveying equipment, on a hot day in Higashiosaka, Osaka Prefecture 
last Friday.                    – AFP

MANILA – Prosecutors have 
recommended filing criminal 
charges against a Philippine police 
staff sergeant whose service-issued 
pistol was taken by her 14-year-
old nephew and used in a deadly 
school shooting that killed three 
and wounded about 20 others, local 
media reported yesterday.

Staff Sergeant Arla Ray 
Pacencia has been charged over 
the June 22 attack at San Jose 
National High School in Tacloban 
City, in the central Philippines, 

according to local media outlet 
Manila Bulletin.

The teenage gunman took the 
9mm pistol from his aunt’s home. 
Investigators recovered at least 40 
spent shells, indicating he fired 
most of the rounds, according to 
the Department of Justice (DOJ).

“The DOJ trusts that the criminal 
process will proceed in accordance 
with due process,” DOJ spokesman 
Polo Martinez said. The sergeant 
also faces possible dismissal from 
the police service.              – Xinhua

MANILA – The Philippine 
government has released 1 billion 
pesos (about US$16.4 million) to 
the University of the Philippines 
System to enhance AI-powered 
flood forecasting and disaster 
prevention, the Department of 
Budget and Management (DBM) 
said on Monday.

The funding will support 
Project NOAH, which uses AI and 
data analytics to provide real-time 
hazard assessments and predictive 
flood scenarios, and the goal is to 
help authorities act before disasters 
strike, according to DBM Acting 
Secretary Kim Robert De Leon.

“We do not need to wait for 
floodwaters to rise before we act. 
The goal is to know where the 
danger is, who is at risk, and what 
needs to be done before disaster 
strikes,” he said.

The Philippines is highly 
prone to flooding, with annual 
monsoon rains and typhoons 
frequently inundating large parts 
of the country. Flood control 
infrastructure has long been a 
priority for the government as 
it seeks to protect communities 
and reduce economic losses from 
recurring natural disasters.

– Xinhua

MANILA – Two Philippine 
surgeons performed the country’s first 
telesurgery yesterday in Shanghai 
by operating a surgical robot on a 
53-year-old Filipino patient in Quezon 
City, the Philippines, according to 
local media reports.

The procedure was carried 
out at the Urology Center of the 

Philippines, using high-speed 
internet and robotic technology 
for real-time coordination between 
Shanghai and Manila. The surgeons 
operated from Shanghai, with a 
local team on standby at the Quezon 
City site, according to GMA News.

The surgery marked a new 
step in China-Philippines medical 

cooperation, following previous 
collaborations in liver transplants, 
physician training, and cloud-based 
medical platforms.

The Philippines, an archipelago 
with unevenly distributed medical 
resources, could benefit from 
remote surgery as a new option for 
patients in remote areas.    – Xinhua

MANILA – A majority of adult 
Filipinos, or 72 percent, feel safe 
in their homes and communities, 
according to a survey released 
yesterday.

The survey by OCTA 
Research, conducted from July 
4 to 11 with 1,200 respondents, 
found that 68 percent are not 
afraid to walk alone at night, 
while 54 percent are not worried 
about robbers breaking into their 
homes.

However, confidence varied 
by region. The Visayas recorded 
the highest sense of neighborhood 
safety at 84 percent, while Metro 

Manila recorded the lowest at 58 
percent.

Confidence in walking alone at 
night was highest in Balance Luzon 
at 72 percent and lowest in Metro 
Manila at 48 percent. Home security 
confidence was also lowest in Metro 
Manila at 44 percent, according to 
OCTA, a renowned independent 
private research and consulting 
institution in the Philippines.

OCTA said general perceptions 
of safety remain positive, but 
respondents showed more caution 
when considering specific personal 
and household security risks.

– Xinhua

BANGKOK – Thailand’s Depart-
ment of Medical Sciences yesterday 
issued a warning to e-cigarette users 
after finding methamphetamine and 
the anesthetic etomidate mixed 
together in seized vape liquid, the first 
such detection by the department.

The department’s Bureau of 
Drug and Narcotic received seized 
pod cartridges containing a clear 
orange liquid in June. Analysis found 

methamphetamine hydrochloride 
at 3.56 percent purity alongside 
etomidate, a Category 2 psychotropic 
substance under Thai law, already 
being illicitly added to vape liquids 
sold as “K-Pods” or “zombie vapes.”

In a statement, Sarawut Boonsuk, 
director-general of the department, 
warned that inhaling the two drugs 
together can be rapidly fatal.

Sarawut said etomidate sup-

presses breathing and brain function 
and can cause unconsciousness, 
while methamphetamine stimulates 
the nervous system and heart, rais-
ing the risk of arrhythmia and sud-
den cardiac arrest.

The department said it has 
reported the findings to relevant 
agencies to support monitoring of 
emerging drug trends and protect 
public health and safety.    – Xinhua

Men prepare traditional curry dishes for residents to mark the birthday of the 
Prophet Mohammad, in Banda Aceh, Indonesia yesterday.          – AFP

Cool Japan: Human fridge chills 
workers in extreme heat

Philippine police sergeant 
recommended for criminal charges 

over school shooting

Philippine govt boosts AI !ood 
forecasting with 1billion peso funding

Filipino surgeons perform 1st Philippine telesurgery in Shanghai

72 pct Filipinos keep positive 
perception of safety: survey

Thailand detects new meth-sedative mix in vape pods



ASIA
WEDNESDAY August 26, 2026 The Macau Post Daily 9Your trusted source for real news 

Robin Millard
GENEVA – One million children 

in Afghanistan are suffering from 
life-threatening malnutrition in a 
worsening crisis sweeping the country, 
the United Nations warned yesterday.

Across Afghanistan, 3.7 
million children suffer from 
wasting, meaning they are acutely 
malnourished, the UN children’s 
agency UNICEF said.

Among them are “one million 
children who are suffering from 
life-threatening severe acute 
malnutrition” – the worst form, said 
UNICEF’s Afghanistan country 
representative Tajudeen Oyewale.

“If there is no treatment, and 
we are not able to act fast, that 
one million number are at risk of 
dying,” he told reporters in Geneva, 
speaking from Kabul.

Afghanistan has endured repeated 
hunger emergencies in recent decades 
as it has struggled through civil 
war and other crises. An economic 
collapse followed the Taliban 
government’s return to power after 
US-led forces withdrew in 2021.

“Malnutrition plays a central 
role” in the growing numbers of 
deaths of very young children, 
Oyewale said.

Nearly 40 percent of children 
admitted to hospitals with severe 
wasting and medical complications 
were babies under six months old, 
he said.

Meanwhile children under two 
years old make up more than 80 
percent of severe acute malnutrition 
cases in Afghanistan.

He described a “worsening 
nutrition crisis” across the country, 
with more than half a million 
children admitted to hospital so far 
this year for high-risk moderate and 
severe wasting.

In July 2025, around 6,000 
severe acute malnutrition cases 
were admitted; in July this year, the 
numbers went above 8,000 - a third 
higher.

“In parts of southern 
Afghanistan, some hospitals are 
now seeing three or four severely 
malnourished children for every 
available bed,” he warned.

‘Vicious cycle’
Oyewale said an “increasingly 

alarming picture” was developing, 
with families cutting back on 
nutritious food and meals becoming 
smaller.

Children’s first food beyond 
breast milk may be little more than 
bread with tea, or watered-down 
yoghurt, “and for a growing child, 
this is simply not enough”.

He said children could get 
trapped in a “vicious cycle”: being 
poorly nourished, developing severe 
diarrhoea or respiratory infections, 
and then in turn becoming more 
malnourished.

These problems are compounded 
by Afghanistan’s other troubles, 
such as successive years of drought, 
flash floods, regional instability and 
cross-border trade disruptions.

The return of six million 
Afghans from abroad since 2023 - 
more than half of whom are children 
- is also exacerbating the pressures 
on stretched resources.

While treatment for malnutrition 
can save lives, if survivors return 
home to the same conditions, 
“we frequently see those kinds of 
children relapse and come back”.

Oyewale said that while the 
needs were increasing, services for 
children were being slashed due to 
international aid cuts.

He said more than 100 sites 
treating children for severe wasting 
had closed since 2025.

UNICEF’s nutrition programme 
in Afghanistan is estimated at 
US$180 million this year but is only 
22 percent funded.

“We should not wait until a 
child is dangerously thin and lying 
in a hospital bed before we act,” 
Oyewale said.      – AFP

PHNOM PENH – Legislators 
and experts yesterday called on 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to boost 
agricultural resilience against climate 
threats to protect food security for its 
rapidly growing population.

Cheam Yeap, first vice-president 
of Cambodia’s National Assembly, 
said the world is currently facing 
multiple crises, including the 
climate crisis and food insecurity.

“Our Southeast Asian region 
is not immune from these risks. 
Indeed, it is no longer a mere 
climate change but an acute climate 
crisis our global community 
needs to address together,” he 
said at the opening ceremony of 
a parliamentary multi-stakeholder 
dialogue on responsible investment 
for food and climate security in the 
ASEAN region.

The senior lawmaker said 
climate unpredictability, extreme 
weather events, and environmental 
degradation are directly disrupting 
regional agricultural production 
and straining food systems.

“Climate resilience is 
fundamental to food security, 
and it demands a holistic and 
coherent legal, policy, and societal 
response,” Yeap said.

“Strengthening the resilience of 
our agricultural and food systems 
is essential. It is the only way we 

can ensure a stable food supply 
for our fast-growing populations, 
protect the livelihoods of our 
communities, and sustain our 
long-term economic and social 
development,” he added.

Farmers across Southeast 
Asia face severe vulnerabilities 
from volatile weather patterns, 
including intensified droughts and 
devastating floods. To mitigate 
these threats, Yeap called for a 
strategic shift in regional funding.

“It is necessary to invest more 
in developing climate-resilient 
agriculture, climate adaptation, water 
resource management, and smart 
early warning systems,” he said.

Yeap highlighted that the 
ASEAN Guidelines on Promoting 
Responsible Investment in Food, 
Agriculture, and Forestry (ASEAN 
RAI), adopted in 2018, serve as a 
visionary framework.

“Crucially, the ASEAN RAI 
identifies food security, as well 
as climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, as central pillars of 
responsible investment,” he said.

Yeap urged members of 
parliament across the region 
to actively monitor executive 
branches and relevant agencies to 
ensure that national agricultural 
strategies and investment 
promotion policies actually deliver 
on food and climate security.

Rebekah Bell, representative 
of the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization to Cambodia, warned 
that extreme heat, droughts, floods, and 
shifting rainfall patterns are pressuring 
Southeast Asia’s agriculture, 
livelihoods, and food security.

“With El Niño conditions now 
present, the risks of extreme heat, 
water shortages, and reduced 
agricultural production could 
increase further in parts of the 
region,” she said at the dialogue.

She added that building climate 
resilience is particularly critical for 
Cambodia, where farming remains 
heavily dependent on rainfall.

Echoing her concerns, ASEAN 
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly 
(AIPA) Secretary-General Chem 
Widhya noted that with a combined 
population of over 693 million, 
ASEAN is highly vulnerable to 
climate change.

In a pre-recorded video address, 
Widhya highlighted how rising 
temperatures and erratic weather 
disrupt regional food systems.

“Building a climate-resilient 
agriculture sector is therefore urgent, 
whereby adequate investment is 
profoundly needed,” he said.

He noted that directing 
funds responsibly would foster 
sustainable agrifood systems that 
protect both livelihoods and the 
environment.              – Xinhua

Robin Millard
GENEVA – India must 

better protect tribal peoples and 
disadvantaged castes subject to 
extrajudicial killings, torture and 
violence by law enforcement, a United 
Nations watchdog said yesterday.

The UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD) also said the world’s most 
populous country urgently needs to 
address hate crimes against Bengali-
speaking Muslims.

“The committee was gravely 
concerned about reports of large-
scale violations perpetrated by 
law enforcement officials against 
ethnic and ethno-religious groups, 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, 
including Scheduled Tribes, 
Scheduled Castes, particularly 
Dalits, and non-citizens,” it said in 
a statement on its findings.

“These included racially 
motivated violence, excessive use 
of force, extrajudicial killings, 
arbitrary and prolonged detention 
without due process, torture, ill-
treatment and sexual violence.”

The committee called on India to 
investigate all such allegations and 
bring those responsible to justice.

CERD’s opinions and 
recommendations are non-binding 
but carry reputational weight.

Caste remains a powerful 
determinant of social status in 
India, shaping access to resources, 
education and opportunity.

The millennia-old social 
hierarchy divides Hindus by 
function and social standing.

“For Dalits, it’s important 
to have indicators showing that 
segregation was effectively and 
substantively reduced”, based on the 

committee’s previous observations, 
said committee member Stamatia 
Stavrinaki.

CERD, a committee of 18 
independent rights experts, monitors 
adherence to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination by its 182 member 
countries.

Under the convention, which 
came into force in 1969, countries 
must eliminate racial discrimination, 
eradicate practices of segregation and 
guarantee equality before the law.

Rohingya and asylum 
seekers

India appeared for review before 
CERD earlier this month, for the 
first time since 2007, with Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta leading its 
delegation.

The committee highlighted 

an increase in law enforcement 
operations targeting Rohingya, 
Bengali-speaking Muslims, 
migrants and asylum-seekers.

It said police stops and identity 
checks involving racial profiling 
had reportedly resulted in arbitrary 
arrest and detention without due 
process, as well as torture and 
mistreatment.

The committee also voiced 
concerns about deportations and 
forced returns of people needing 
international protection.

It urged India to “urgently 
address discrimination, hate speech 
and hate crimes” against such 
groups, protect their rights, and 
refrain from collective expulsions.

Stavrinaki told a press 
conference that the perceived lack 
of accountability was important, 
because if a law exists but is not 

implemented “hate crimes cannot 
be effectively combated”.

Another major gap for India 
is that “racial discrimination in 
the private sphere is not clearly 
prohibited by law”, she added.

During the dialogue, India 
insisted that it respects human rights 
defenders, said Stavrinaki.

However, “in practice, threats, 
hate crimes, hate speech and the 
negative environment faced by 
human rights defenders are not fully 
prevented or addressed”, she said.

Following the review, India’s 
mission said in a statement that 
its delegation had “highlighted 
our pluralism; diversity; scale and 
complexity; constitutional and legal 
framework and safeguards... as 
we continue our journey towards 
ensuring equality, dignity and 
opportunity for all Indians”.  – AFP

Rohingya refugees take 
part in the ‘Genocide 
Remembrance Day’ rally 
to mark the anniversary 
of their mass exodus from 
Myanmar following a military 
crackdown, at a refugee 
camp in Bangladesh’s Cox’s 
Bazar yesterday.
Tens of thousands of 
Rohingya refugees in 
Bangladesh’s sprawling 
camps protested against dire 
conditions yesterday, as they 
marked nine years since a 
military crackdown drove 
them out of neighbouring 
Myanmar.       – AFP

1 million Afghan children 
su!er ‘life-threatening’ 

malnutrition: UN

India rebuked by UN discrimination watchdog

Legislators, experts call on ASEAN to 
boost climate-resilient agriculture
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KAFR AQAB, Palestinian Territories 
– Israeli forces began evicting a vocational 
training centre run by the UN agency for 
Palestinian refugees in an east Jerusalem 
suburb yesterday, in its latest move targeting 
the beleaguered organisation.

It follows repeated warnings by UNRWA 
that Israeli authorities were threatening its 
Qalandia training centre, located between the 
east Jerusalem neighbourhood of Kafr Aqab 
and the Qalandia refugee camp.

The centre was established in 1952 and 
offers vocational training to around 340 
Palestinians from the occupied West Bank 
every year, according to UNRWA.

“In accordance with my directive and 
following the law we passed, today the 
evacuation of the UNRWA compound in Kafr 
Aqab in Jerusalem has begun,” a statement 
from Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office said.

“The State of Israel will not allow an 
organisation whose employees were involved 
in terrorism and in the October 7 massacre to 
operate within its territory and will act against 
it with all available means,” it added.

Israel has repeatedly accused UNRWA 
of providing cover for Hamas militants, 
claiming that some of its employees took part 
in the group’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel 
that sparked the war in Gaza.

Legislation severing ties with the agency 
and banning it from operating on Israeli 
territory took effect in January 2025.

A series of investigations, including 
one led by France’s former foreign minister 
Catherine Colonna, found some “neutrality-
related issues” at UNRWA but stressed Israel 
had not provided conclusive evidence for its 
headline allegation.

‘UNRWA in our hands’
UNRWA said that Israeli forces 

“forcibly entered” the training centre 
at around 10 a.m. (local time) with at 
least four armoured vehicles entering the 
premises, accompanied by more than 50 
Israeli security personnel.

Around 20 UNRWA staff were on site at 
the time, it said.

“UNRWA unequivocally condemns 
this unauthorised and deeply concerning 
incursion,” it added, saying the “entry of 
armed security forces into a United Nations 

facility, without the authorisation or consent 
of the United Nations, is unacceptable.”

Israel’s far-right national security minister, 
Itamar Ben Gvir, yesterday celebrated 
“making history!”

“Large forces of the Israel police are 
operating together with the relevant bodies to 
implement the law and remove UNRWA from 
the site,” he said on Telegram.

He later posted a photo of the Israeli flag 
hoisted above the entrance to the training 
centre with the caption: “UNRWA in our 
hands.”

An AFP journalist at the scene yesterday 
said Israeli forces had closed the main road 
near the entrance to the Qalandia Training 
Centre, while forces inside the institute were 
moving from one building to another.

The journalist reported seeing a convoy 
of three civilian vehicles leaving the institute, 
escorted by Israeli forces.

‘Renovation’
Israel occupied and annexed east 

Jerusalem in 1967, in a move not recognised 
by much of the international community.

Israel’s foreign ministry yesterday 
announced that the Jerusalem municipality 
had begun “renovation work” on a “new 
educational and community complex in 
Jerusalem’s Kafr Aqab neighbourhood, 
for the benefit of thousands of its Arab 
residents”.

“Despite holding no property rights to 
the plot, UNRWA has walled off the land 
for decades,” it said in a statement, adding 
that “while UNRWA is playing politics, the 
Jerusalem Municipality is improving daily 
life for all its residents, Jews and Arabs alike”.

The raid on the Qalandia training centre 
comes a day after representatives from more 
than 25 diplomatic missions and international 
organisations visited the site.

The Palestinian foreign ministry 
condemned yesterday’s actions by Israel, 
saying they reflected “an official determination 
to challenge the status and immunities of the 
United Nations and to impose facts on the 
ground by force”.

In January, Israel began demolitions at 
UNRWA’s headquarters in east Jerusalem, 
in what the organisation called an 
“unprecedented attack”.        – AFP

Journalists and a civilian react after tear gas inhalation during a raid by Israeli forces on the UNRWA 

Vocational Training Centre, located between the Kafr Aqab neighbourhood and the Qalandia refugee camp, 

south of the West Bank city of Ramallah, yesterday.                    – AFP 

RAMALLAH, Palestinian Territories 
– A far-right Israeli lawmaker took a 
sledgehammer to a Palestinian memorial 
in the occupied West Bank yesterday while 
under military escort, a move that was later 
condemned both by the army and Israeli 
politicians.

Footage circulating online showed Zvi 
Sukkot, who is also a settler and activist, 
smashing a monument commemorating 
“martyrs” in the Palestinian village of 
Madama in the northern West Bank, while 
soldiers stood nearby.

“A few days ago, I demanded that the 
military take action to remove the monuments 
commemorating terrorists in the murderers’ 
villages of Madama and Burin. Unfortunately, 
they remained in place. So I went there myself 
and took action to remove them,” Sukkot 
posted on Facebook, along with a video of the 
act.

When contacted by AFP, the Israeli military 
said Sukkot and his aides had conducted a 
“tour” of the area “with security provided by 
IDF [Israel Defence Forces] soldiers who had 
been diverted from their operational activities 
for this purpose”.

“Contrary to the agreed-upon coordination, 
the participants acted deceptively and 
manipulatively, without authorisation, 
departing entirely from the approved 
framework, and began demolishing one of the 
monuments in Madama,” it added.

It said soldiers reported the incident to 
their commanders, who told them to stop the 
activity and “the participants were quickly 
escorted out of the village”.

The military said it viewed Sukkot’s 

actions “with the utmost severity”, adding 
they “constituted a misuse of the protection 
provided by security forces to act entirely 
outside the scope of the approved framework”.

In a statement, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said the military “is the sovereign 
authority in Judea and Samaria”, using the 
Biblical term for the West Bank.

“Taking the law into one’s own hands, 
especially when it involves public figures, is 
a reprehensible practice that prevents the IDF 
from focusing on its missions of combatting 
terrorism and incitement to violence,” he 
added.

The filmed act took place as Israel 
prepares for elections on October 27, and also 
drew condemnation from Gadi Eisenkot, who 
has emerged as the principal challenger to 
Netanyahu.

“Zvi Sukkot’s behaviour is a disgrace to 
anyone who presumes to represent the public 
and be a leader,” he wrote on X.

“Netanyahu... is allowing anarchists like 
Zvi Sukkot and his ilk to do as they please, 
endangering security in the settlements and 
damaging Israel’s standing in the world,” he 
added.

Rami Nassar, the head of Madama’s 
village council, told AFP the memorial at 
the centre of the village included the names 
of those killed in a 1968 battle, the first and 
second intifadas, and up until the present day.

Israel often accuses the Palestinians of 
glorifying attacks on Israelis.

Violence in the West Bank, occupied by 
Israel since 1967, has surged since the Gaza 
war began with Hamas’s October 7, 2023 
attack on Israel.        – AFP

JERUSALEM – Israel’s army 
chief yesterday vowed to push on with 
demilitarising Gaza and disarming Hamas, 
despite efforts by the United States to 
advance the ceasefire in the Palestinian 
territory.

The comments, made during a visit by 
Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir to the Gaza 
Strip, follow intermittent Israeli strikes 
there in recent days, which the military says 
were targeting militants.

“In Gaza, we are not giving up on the 
overarching objective – demilitarising the 
Gaza Strip and disarming Hamas, using all 
necessary means,” Zamir said, according to 
a military statement.

The Israeli military has said that it 
will keep pursuing alleged perpetrators of 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack.

“We continue to act systematically to 
strike Hamas and its leaders wherever they 
are, including through ongoing activities to 
prevent it from rebuilding,” he added.

“The pursuit of the terrorists who 
participated in the October 7 massacre 
continues – everyone who took part in the 
massacre will live on the run until they are 
eliminated,” Zamir said, calling it a “long-
term mission to which... the entire IDF 
[Israel Defence Force] are committed.”

Despite a US-backed ceasefire which 
came into effect in October 2025, bloodshed 
has continued in the war-shattered territory.

On Monday, Gazan authorities said at 
least five people were killed by Israeli fire, 
including two children.

“There will be no containment of threats. 

We will not allow the enemy to rebuild itself, 
we will not allow terrorist infrastructure to 
become entrenched, and we will act at every 
opportunity to eliminate threats while they 
are still taking shape,” Zamir was quoted as 
saying yesterday.

The United States has sought to advance 
the fragile Gaza ceasefire plan in recent 
weeks.

Hamas has endorsed a roadmap 
published by President Donald Trump’s 
“Board of Peace” under which the militant 
group would hand over its weapons to a 
nascent Palestinian technocratic committee.

But Israel has refused to start 
withdrawing its forces until Palestinian 
Islamist movement Hamas is fully disarmed.

According to Israeli media reports, the 
Israeli army has curbed its operations in the 
Gaza Strip in recent days under US pressure, 
and has only been carrying out strikes to 
remove imminent threats to its troops, or 
to eliminate those who participated in the 
October 7, 2023 attack.

The devastating war in Gaza was 
triggered by Hamas’s October 7, 2023 
attack on Israel, which resulted in the deaths 
of 1,221 people, according to an AFP tally 
based on official Israeli figures. Militants 
also took 251 hostages to Gaza.

Israel responded with a massive 
offensive in Gaza that has killed at least 
73,431 people, according to the Palestinian 
territory’s health ministry, which operates 
under Hamas authority and whose figures 
are considered reliable by the United 
Nations.       – AFP

Israeli lawmaker under army escort 
smashes Palestinian memorial

Israel army chief vows to 
demilitarise Gaza despite cease"re

Israel begins evicting UN training centre for Palestinians
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OTTAWA – Canada yesterday 
announced counter-tariffs on US 
goods ranging between 15 and 50 
percent, intensifying the trade war 
between the historically close allies.

Ottawa’s retaliation will take effect 
September 8, a timeframe earlier 
outlined by Prime Minister Mark 
Carney after US President Donald 
Trump’s 50-percent duties came into 
place Saturday.

Canadian officials said yesterday 
that the retaliatory tariffs will match 
US levels, with impacts on industries 
including steel, dairy and electronics.

Canada’s government also 
announced a US$5.4 billion (C$7.5 
billion) aid package for impacted 
firms and workers.

“This is an unprecedented 
challenge imposed on Canada. But 
Canada will meet the moment,” 
Finance Minister Francois-Philippe 
Champagne said.

“I think what Canadians can 
see this morning is that we stand 
united,” he added yesterday. “Canada 
must respond and today we are, in a 
proportionate, targeted and strategic 
way.”

Industry Minister Melanie 
Joly echoed Champagne’s call for 
Canadians to support local businesses, 
while vowing to work with new allies 
and trading partners.

“We cannot wait for Washington to 
decide our future,” she said.

Tit-for-tat?
The steep US tariffs hit about 

US$20 billion in Canadian goods – 
about 5.5 percent of its exports to the 
United States – after trade negotiations 
collapsed at the eleventh hour.

Under Canada’s planned 
response, US steel and aluminium 
products previously subject to a 
25-percent duty will soon face 
50-percent tariffs.

Goods facing 25-percent tariffs 
will include appliances, dairy products 
like cheese, as well as certain steel and 
aluminium derivative products.

A small category will see a 
15-percent duty, including electric 
equipment and tools.

Overall, these form about 7.3 
percent of Canada’s imports from the 
United States.

But analysts warn of tit-for-tat 
escalation.

Already on Monday, Trump 
pledged to double tariffs on Canadian 
autos starting next year, up to 50 
percent from the current 25 percent for 
non-US content.

Trump’s latest tariffs do not 
exempt products covered by the US-
Mexico-Canada free trade agreement 
(USMCA). They raise the US effective 
tariff rate on Canadian exports to 
6.9 percent from 5.1 percent, Oxford 
Economics estimates.

Tariffs on plastics, electrical 
machinery, and wood and paper 
products contribute most to the 
increase.

“Manufacturers in Quebec, New 
Brunswick, and Ontario will be 
affected the most,” Oxford Economics 
said.

Threats to culture
Over the weekend, Carney said 

US negotiators sought restrictions 
on Canadian trade deals with other 
countries at the last minute.

US officials made unacceptable 
“threats” to the French language 
and “Quebec culture” too, he added, 
referring to eastern Canada’s French-
speaking province.

Trump pushed back yesterday, 
saying on Truth Social that he would 

“never interfere with Canadians 
speaking French” and accusing Carney 
of lying to “gain political support.”

The United States is Canada’s 
biggest trading partner, with Canadian 
exports to its neighbour representing 
70 percent of its overall total.

Canada is the second biggest US 
trading partner in goods this year, 
behind Mexico.

Polling released on Sunday by 
the Angus Reid Institute showed 
Canadians broadly support Carney’s 
move to walk away from talks, but 
some fear economic repercussions.

The White House had alleged 
“discriminatory treatment” by Canada 
against US alcohol, automobile and 
dairy products in rolling out new 
tariffs.

Trump delayed their implementation, 
but both sides failed to reach an 
agreement after hours of talks.

Beyond tariffs, Washington 
and Ottawa also have to agree on 
revisions to the USMCA*, which 
Trump declined to renew in its 
current form.

– AFP
*The Agreement between the 

United States of America, the 
United Mexican States, and Canada 
(USMCA) is a free trade deal among 
the three countries, in effect from July 
1, 2020. – MPD

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney speaks about the trade dispute with the US at the 
Davie Shipyard in Levis, Quebec, Canada, on Monday. The poodium’s slogan calls for 
“Building a Strong Canada”.           – AFP
 

WASHINGTON – US President Donald Trump said yesterday 
he was considering renaming Lake Ontario as “Lake America” as 
his trade war with Canada escalated.

The threat – which Trump backed up with a map featuring the 
new name – mirrored his move to rename the Gulf of Mexico as 
the Gulf of America last year.

Trump stepped up his rhetoric as Canada announced a volley 
of tit-for-tat tariffs on US goods after trade talks between the 
historically close allies broke down on Friday.

“The United States is giving serious consideration to changing 
the name of Lake Ontario to Lake America in that we don’t expect 
to be doing much business with Ontario any longer,” Trump said 
on his Truth Social network.

Lake Ontario is one of the five Great Lakes located on the 
border between Canada and the United States.

It shares a name with the Canadian province of Ontario, which 
borders the lake along with the US state of New York. Toronto, 
Canada’s largest city, sits on the northwestern shore of the lake.

Trump later posted a map with the words “Lake Ontario” 
crossed out and replaced with “Lake America” in large gold font 
with a US flag, which was boosted by pro-Trump social media 
accounts.

The lake threat comes as Trump reups his push for Canada 
to become the 51st US state and the trade war between the two 
countries escalates.

But it also reflects a peculiarly personal spat with Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford, who said on Monday that the US president 
could “kiss my ass” and threatened a surcharge on exported 
electricity.

During his second presidency, Trump has irked a series of 
allies with his outlandish territorial claims.

Mexico has refused to accept his executive order renaming of 
the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America on his first day back in 
office on January 20.           – AFP

MOSCOW – US Central 
Intelligence Agency Director John 
Ratcliffe visited Moscow yesterday 
for meetings, in what would be his 
first known visit to Russia as CIA 
head, US media reported.

The purpose of the reported visit 
was not immediately clear, and there 
was no immediate comment from 
the CIA or the White House when 
contacted by AFP.

CBS News quoted sources 
familiar with the matter as 
confirming Ratcliffe’s trip, while 
Axios separately reported on the 

visit quoting two US officials.
Data from tracking site 

Flightradar24 had earlier shown a 
US military C-17 travelling from the 
United States to Latvia and then on to 
Moscow’s Vnukovo airport.

The data showed the same plane 
leaving Moscow several hours later.

When asked earlier yesterday 
about the arrival of a US military 
plane in Moscow, the Kremlin’s 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he 
did “not have such information”.

The alleged visit comes amid 
escalating tensions in the Ukraine 

war, and as US-brokered talks aimed 
at ending the four-and-a-half year 
conflict remain at a standstill.

Civilian casualties in Ukraine 
soared to their highest since 2022 
last month, according to UN data, 
while Kyiv has ramped up retaliatory 
strikes deep inside Russia killing 
civilians.

The United States and Russia have 
also reached an impasse on nuclear 
arms control – their last nuclear 
arms limitation treaty, New START, 
expired in February.

– AFP, MPD

BRUSSELS – A brothel owner nicknamed “Dodo the Pimp”, 
who stood trial in a high-profile prostitution case alongside 
disgraced French politician Dominique Strauss-Kahn (DSK), has 
died aged 77, his former lawyer said yesterday.

A French national who ran multiple brothels in Belgium, 
where he was convicted as a pimp, Dominique Alderweireld was 
thrust into the media spotlight for his alleged links to Strauss-
Kahn.

Alderweireld was accused of procuring prostitutes for sex 
parties involving prominent figures at the upmarket Carlton hotel 
in Lille, in northern France.

Both men were ultimately acquitted in the 2015 case.
Strauss-Kahn, head of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

at the time, saw his career implode when he was accused of 
sexually assaulting a New York hotel maid in 2011 – dashing his 
hopes of becoming president of France.

The Carlton case was the last in a series of sex and corruption 
scandals that landed him in the dock, only to fizzle out.

Alderweireld maintained throughout the trial that the women 
working in his “hostess bars” in Belgium were freelancers and 
that he did not make any money from their participation in sex 
parties with Strauss-Kahn.

Born in Annoeullin in northern France, Alderweireld wrote 
a book recounting a “difficult childhood” growing up in various 
down-and-out towns in northern France.

Around the turn of the 2000s, he entered the hostess bar 
business in Belgium – coming to view his home region around 
Lille as “a reservoir of one million people who only have to cross 
the border to let off steam”.

He always maintained he never met Strauss-Kahn – but did 
not shy away from the publicity the connection brought, even 
naming one of his clubs “DSK” – he maintained the initials stood 
for either “Dodo Sex Klub” or “Dodo Saumure Klub”.

Alderweireld spent his final years in poverty, declaring on 
social media in June that he was homeless.

Suffering from heart failure, he died overnight Monday to 
Tuesday in the Belgian city of Tournai, according to his former 
lawyer Sorin Margulis.           – AFP
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MADRID – Spain’s 
government took steps yesterday 
to speed up the return of thousands 
of migrants still in the Spanish 
exclave of Ceuta following a mass 
influx from Morocco in July.

More than 70,000 migrants 
entered the small territory in North 
Africa in late July, swimming or 
crossing on foot from neighbouring 
Morocco in a chaotic influx that 
left scores dead and fuelled fresh 
tensions in the European Union 
over migration.

Most have since returned 
to Morocco, but between five 
percent and 10 percent of those 
who entered –  between 3,500 and 
7,000 people – remain in Ceuta, 
including unaccompanied children 
who cannot simply be deported.

Local residents have 
complained about insecurity 
and hygiene problems linked to 
homeless migrants sleeping or 
roaming in the streets, accusing the 
left-wing central government of 
neglecting Ceuta.

Spanish authorities must 
identify those remaining in Ceuta 

to establish whether they are 
entitled to international protection 
or, if not, begin procedures for 
their return.

The process has been criticised 
as too slow by Ceuta’s regional 
government, which is controlled by 
the conservative People’s Party (PP).

To speed up the response, 
Spain’s cabinet yesterday approved 
the creation of a “single command” 
for Ceuta, to be led by Territorial 
Policy Minister Angel Víctor Torres.

The priority is “the return and 
repatriation of the greatest possible 
number of people, adults and 
minors”, while respecting Spanish 
law and human rights, Torres told 
reporters after the cabinet approved 
the measure.

Temporary 
accommodation

While return procedures are 
accelerated, the government will 
continue to provide humanitarian 
assistance to those who seek 
asylum or are unaccompanied 
minors and therefore cannot be 
returned, he added.

The government announced last 
week that reception centres would 
be created for 1,800 migrants.

More temporary accommodation 
will be made available “in order 
to restore normality in Ceuta”, 
government spokeswoman Elma 
Saiz said.

Ceuta, together with Spain’s 
other North African exclave of 
Melilla, has the European Union’s 
only land borders with Africa.

The territories have a special 
arrangement within the free-travel 
Schengen zone, meaning people 
cannot travel onwards to mainland 
Spain without border checks.

The fate of the migrants has 
become a major political flashpoint, 
with Spain’s government facing 
demands from the conservative 
opposition and far-right parties for 
all those who entered, including 
minors, to be returned to Morocco.

But Torres said Spain had 
to abide by international law, 
warning that those advocating such 
a solution  “out of populism or to 
scrape together a few votes are 
mistaken”.     – AFP

Red Cross volunteers distribute food to migrants living on the street at Trampolín beach in Ceuta, Spain, on Saturday.    – AFP 

MEXICO CITY –  A US 
consulate in Mexico issued a security 
alert yesterday for the border city of 
Mexicali, where authorities recently 
conducted a large seizure from drug-
trafficking groups.

Mexicali and nearby Tijuana 
serve as entry points for drugs 
flowing from Mexico into the 
United States.

The US consulate in Tijuana 
warned its citizens of a “potential 
threat” in Mexicali, the capital of 
Baja California state, and said it was 
suspending all its activities there.

The consulate warned US 
citizens in the city to avoid 
government buildings, take cover 
if an incident occurred and monitor 
local media for updates.

“Prevention, patrolling and 
surveillance measures” were in 
force across Mexicali, state governor 
Marina del Pilar wrote on X.

The alert comes just days after 
Mexican security forces seized 
120 kilogrammes of fentanyl from 
a local gang linked to Mexico’s 
notorious Sinaloa cartel.

Mexican Security Minister Omar 
García Harfuch, in a post on X, said 
the operation had been conducted 
as a result of information sharing 
with the US Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA).

Baja California features among 
Mexico’s top five most violent 
states due to the presence of drug 
cartels, according to official figures.

– AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO – Brazilian 
petrochemical giant Braskem 
– in which Petrobras is a major 
shareholder – announced on 
Monday that it would restructure 
US$10.9 billion in debt amid severe 
financial difficulties.

In a statement to shareholders, 
the company said its board of 
directors had approved a “court-
supervised restructuring plan” in 
agreement with its creditors.

Braskem added that the plan 
in no way affects its “obligations 
to suppliers, customers, and other 
stakeholders.”

Last week, its Mexican 
subsidiary, Braskem Idesa, filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection 
in the United States after reaching 
a debt restructuring agreement with 
its creditors.

Braskem, which is 47.03-percent 
owned by the state-run oil company 

Petrobras and 50.11 percent by 
an IG4 Capital investment fund, 
has been grappling with financial 
problems for years.

Last year, the petrochemical group 
posted a loss of nearly US$2 billion.

Braskem’s financial woes 
have been further compounded 
by compensation payments made 
to residents of Maceio, a city in 
northeastern Brazil where the 
company’s salt mining operations 
over four decades created large 
underground cavities which caused 
the ground to deform and sink 
dramatically.

Entire neighbourhoods were 
devastated and tens of thousands 
had to flee their homes.

Last year, the company also 
reached an agreement to pay 
compensation to local authorities 
in the state of Alagoas, of which 
Maceio is the capital.     – AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO – Brazil’s 
National Data Protection Agency 
(ANPD) said yesterday it had 
imposed a fine of nearly US$30 
million on TikTok for “irregularities 
in the processing of data belonging 
to children and adolescents.”

In addition to the fine of 
153.7 million reais (US$29.9 
million), the agency ordered parent 
company ByteDance to “delete 
the data collected in violation of 
regulations.”

TikTok has committed to 
“implementing a compliance plan to 
improve the protection of children 
and adolescents,” the ANPD said.

The platform will be required to 
automatically apply stricter privacy 
settings to accounts belonging 
to children under the age of 16, 
strengthen parental supervision 
systems, and implement stricter 
content filters.

The ANPD this month also 
ordered popular streaming platform 
Discord to suspend livestreams and 
video calls after a teenage girl was 
allegedly encouraged to take her 
own life during a broadcast.

The agency told AFP that an 
appeal filed by Discord on Monday 
against the suspension was currently 
under review.

In recent years, Brazil has 
adopted a tougher approach to 
regulating social media platforms.

A recent law requires platforms 
to link the accounts of users under 
age 16 to their parents’ accounts, 
and verify user age.

In 2024, the platform X was 
blocked for 40 days in Brazil, until 
the social media network owned 
by the world’s richest man Elon 
Musk complied with the Supreme 
Court’s orders to remove accounts 
spreading disinformation.      – AFP

CARACAS – Relatives of 
Venezuelan deportees from the 
United States who died in the 
earthquakes that struck their 
country demanded an apology from 
Venezuela’s interim government 
on Monday.

The 146 deported people were 
detained in La Guaira state hours 
before the twin tremors decimated 
the coastal region on June 24.

Upon their return to Venezuela, 
they were stripped of their cell 
phones and belongings and placed 
in an old building controlled by 
intelligence agents.

“My son did not have a criminal 
record either in the United States 
or in Venezuela... What were they 
doing carrying out an unlawful 
arrest?” said Oswadelis Nuñez, 
the mother of deceased Daniel 
Alejandro Nuñez Ramírez.

Her son would have turned 29 
today.

“We know that the earthquake 
was a chance event, but why 
were they there without their 
belongings?” Nuñez, 58, asked in 
front of reporters.

When the quakes hit, she 
alleged, authorities blocked the 
detainees from leaving the building 
and had not prepared an evacuation 
plan.

“We want moral compensation, 
an apology, [to know] why they 
did that, why that happened to our 
children,” the bereaved mother 
said, adding that affected families 
intended to file domestic and 
international complaints.

She also called for better 
deportation protocols, criticising 
the lack of information provided 
about how many people were 

returned to Venezuela, how many 
survived the quake and how many 
died.

According to an Instagram post 
by the government, the detained 
group was made up of 120 men, 19 
women and seven children.

“I will love you forever, 
my little boy,” read a sign held 
by Nuñez, who said she had 
found his body in an improvised 
morgue after a five-day search in 
hospitals across La Guaira and 
Caracas.

The government “failed in its 
duty of care. They must be held 
accountable,” said Luz Maris 
Meléndez, whose detained son 
Ángelo David Mejía Meléndez 
also died.

June’s 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude 
quakes killed some 6,500 people.

– AFP

US issues security alert for 
Mexican border city

Brazil’s petrochemical giant 
Braskem to restructure debt

Brazil !nes TikTok 
US$30 million over child 

data management
Families of Venezuelans deported from US 

who died in quakes ask for apology

Spain moves to speed up return 
of migrants stranded in Ceuta



WEDNESDAY August 26, 2026 The Macau Post Daily 13
SPORT

Your trusted source for real news 

LONDON – Tottenham signed 
Brazilian winger Savinho from 
Manchester City yesterday for a 
reported initial fee of £75 million 
(US$102 million) to take their 
overall outlay in the transfer market 
beyond £300 million this window.

The 22-year-old failed to 
establish himself as a first-team 
regular during two seasons at City.

But Spurs are hoping he can add 
pace and creativity to their attack 
after narrowly escaping relegation 
from the Premier League last season.

“It’s taken a while but I’m very 
happy to be here,” Savinho said in a 
Tottenham statement.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity at 
a brilliant club with one of the best 
managers in the world.

“As soon as I spoke to the head 
coach I knew I had to come. He told 
me he wants to help me reach the 
highest level and I believe we can 
do that together, as a team.”

Roberto De Zerbi’s impact at 
the end of last season helped Spurs 
avoid dropping into the second tier 
of English football for the first time 
in 49 years.

But the Italian’s big spending 
revolution of the Tottenham squad got 
off to a miserable start in a 3-0 defeat 
to Brentford on the opening weekend 
of the Premier League season.

Savinho adds to the expensive 
arrivals of Mateus Fernandes, 
Sandro Tonali and Jan Paul van 
Hecke, while Marcos Senesi, Andy 
Robertson and Martin Dubravka 

have also joined on free transfers.
“Savio is a player who brings 

energy, imagination and quality in 
wide positions. He has the courage 
to attack defenders and the ability to 
change a game with his creativity,” 
said De Zerbi.

“We’re very pleased to have him 
with us, and I’m looking forward 
to working with him, helping him 
continue to grow and seeing him 
bring his personality to the team.”

City could reportedly receive up 
to an extra £10 million in add-ons.

There is also likely to be further 
business between the two clubs with 
Egyptian forward Omar Marmoush 

also set to depart Manchester for 
north London before the end of the 
window next week.

Savinho joined from Troyes, one 
of a group of clubs controlled by City’s 
owners, for £30 million in 2024.

He rose to prominence during a 
blistering loan spell at another City 
Football Group club Girona, but has 
failed to recreate that form so far in 
England.

In 84 appearances, Savinho 
scored just seven times as City 
missed out on Premier League or 
Champions League glory in Pep 
Guardiola’s final two seasons in 
charge.      – AFP

Spurs splash out £75 million 
for Man City’s Savinho

Manchester City’s Brazilian midfielder Savinho controls the ball during the English 
Premier League match against Tottenham Hotspur at the Etihad Stadium in 
Manchester, north west England, on November 23, 2024.             – AFP

ADDIS ABABA, Ethio-
pia – Ethiopia has formally 

submitted its bid to host the Africa 
Cup of Nations (AFCON) in 2028, 
which would be its first in more than 
half a century.

The Ethiopian Football 
Federation confirmed its bid in a 
post on X late Monday. It last hosted 
the continental tournament in 1976.

Ethiopia has the second biggest 
population in Africa, with around 130 
million people, and its capital serves 
as the headquarters of the African 
Union (AU). It has the highest altitude 
of any African capital at 2,300 metres.

The bid faces numerous obstacles, 
including ongoing insurgencies in 
the country’s two most populous 
states, Amhara and Oromia, as 
well as threats of renewed civil war 
between the federal government and 
the northern Tigray region.

The Ethiopian team ranks 143rd 
out of 211 by FIFA, and it last played 
in the biennial AFCON tournament 
in 2022, when it was eliminated in 
the group stage.

“Ethiopia has formally submit-
ted its bid to CAF to host AFCON 
2028,” its federation said on X, 
“reaffirming the nation’s full readi-

ness to host Africa’s biggest foot-
balling event.”

The biennial AFCON was last 
hosted by Morocco, while next 
year’s tournament will be co-hosted 
by Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania.

The tournament will shift to a 
new schedule - to be held every four 
years from 2028, to align with other 
FIFA competitions.

Mali, Niger, and Burkina 
Faso, which are facing deadly 
violence from jihadist groups, have 
expressed their desire to co-host 
AFCON 2032, according to their 
football federations.     – AFP

LAUSANNE - Several ex-
footballers, including Premier 
League winners Emmanuel Petit 
and Mikael Silvestre, have called 
for “change” in FIFA’s leadership 
following the failed plan to open the 
World Cup to private investors.

“Change is necessary. Power 
has blurred the current leadership’s 
ability to distinguish between its 
own interests and what is best for 
football,” Frenchmen Silvestre, 
Petit and Olivier Dacourt said in 
social media posts.

The ex players did not directly 
mention FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino, who earlier in the day was 

backed by former Barcelona star 
Samuel Eto’o, but they criticised his 
leadership.

“We share exactly the same 
concerns as millions of supporters 
around the world. Like them, we 
have watched the sport we love drift 
away from its core values under 
FIFA’s current leadership,” the 
former players said.

They also did not directly 
refer to the behind-the-scenes 
negotiations conducted by Infantino 
to place World Cup revenues into 
a commercial company open to 
private investors – a plan that was 
abandoned this summer under 

pressure from the European, North 
American and Asian confederations.

Petit won the World Cup with 
France in 1998 and also won French 
and English titles with Monaco and 
Arsenal.

Silvestre, who sits on a FIFA 
anti-racism panel, was a five-
time Premier League winner with 
Manchester United and part of the 
French squad that reached the 2006 
World Cup final.

Under-fire Infantino remains 
determined to seek another 
term when FIFA holds its next 
presidential election in Rabat next 
March.      – AFP

MADRID - Real 
Madrid coach Jose 

Mourinho said yesterday he is 
“very happy” with his squad, which 
he considers complete despite 
missing out on midfielder Rodri, 
later signed by rivals Barcelona.

Los Blancos revamped their 
squad this summer, signing six 
players including record arrival 
Yan Diomande, Bernardo Silva 
and Marc Cucurella.

However Madrid’s approach 
for Rodri broke down, meaning 
beyond former Man City 
playmaker Silva, they have not 
strengthened in midfield.

“For me the squad is closed, 
but the market is still open - you 
never know if a player will come 
and say ‘I’ve been benched twice 
and I want to leave’,” Mourinho 
told reporters.

“In theory no (more deals)... 
but something could always 
happen... In my head the squad 
is closed closed, and I have not 
asked for anyone. I am very happy 
with the players I have.”

With midfield maestros Luka 
Modric and Toni Kroos departing 
in 2024 and 2025, Madrid have 
struggled to control matches.

Mourinho’s side snatched 
a late 2-1 win at Espanyol on 
Saturday in their La Liga opener, 
starting with Silva and Federico 
Valverde together in midfield.

Mourinho said French 
defensive midfielder Aurelien 
Tchouameni was not ready to play 
against Real Sociedad today.

“He’s got a problem, the 
holiday time wasn’t enough (for 
him to recover), seeing the games 
approaching the player wanted to 
try... but we’ve decided that you 
can’t start a season in suffering,” 
explained the coach.

“You can finish a season 
suffering, the last couple of 
months, but you can’t start in 
August not at 100 percent.

“So we decided with him, the 
staff, the medical department, to 
get him to return at 100 percent.”

Mourinho said he had faith in 
Uruguay international Valverde 
as a midfielder, despite previous 
coaches using him in a variety of 
different roles, including right-
back and right winger.

“For me he is a player for 
the centre of the pitch,” added 
Mourinho.

“Depending on the opponent 
and our objectives, he might be more 
set in his position or more mobile.”

Mourinho said in modern 
football, players’ positions were 
less relevant.

“I don’t want to identify 
Tchouameni as the No. 6, 
Camavinga No. 6, Fede No. 8, 
Bernardo No. 10... things dilute 
during games.”                – AFP

World Cup-winner Petit joins call for 
change in FIFA leadership

Real Madrid’s Mourinho 
happy with squad despite 

losing out on Rodri

Ethiopia bids to host 2028 AFCON

Chelsea’s English midfielder Morgan Rogers scores their second goal during the 
English Premier League match against Fulham at Craven Cottage in London on 
Monday. Chelsea won the game 3-2.           – AFP

Newly appointed Netherlands head coach Xavi Hernández poses for a picture 
during his presentation at the Royal Dutch Football Association (KNVB) 
headquarters in Zeist, Netherlands, yesterday.          – AFP
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American football

Issam Ahmed
WASHINGTON – At least 

a quarter of National Football 
League players may end up with 
a degenerative brain disease, 
according to a new study published 
yesterday that lays bare the extreme 
toll of America’s favourite sport.

Chronic traumatic encephalopa-
thy (CTE) is caused by repeated 
head impacts and its symptoms 
include trouble with thinking and 
memory loss, difficulty walking, 
emotional instability and suicidal 
thoughts.

It has previously been linked to 
contact sports including American 
football and boxing, and found 
in military members exposed to 
explosive blasts.

But since CTE can only be 
confirmed in a post-mortem brain 
exam, the true extent among NFL 
players has remained unclear.

In the new study, led by Daniel 
Daneshvar, a professor at Harvard 
Medical School, and published in the 
British Medical Journal, researchers 
looked at the brains of dead players 
who had played at least one NFL 
game in the mandatory plastic 
helmet era that began in 1949.

The main finding comes from 
players who died between 2016-
2021, when brain donations were 
most frequent. Of the 878 deaths 
during this period, 235 had their 
brains donated and examined, and 
215 had confirmed CTE.

That means, at minimum, the 
rate of CTE was 24.5 percent if 
none of the brains that weren’t 
examined would have shown CTE. 
The maximum estimate was 97.7 
percent, and the true figure likely 
lies somewhere in the middle.

The researchers also assessed 
severity of CTE and found a 
connection between high grade CTE 
and dementia before death, with the 
latter ascertained by the players’ 
medical notes and interviews with 
family members.

“Together, these findings indicate 

that NFL players have a higher preva-
lence of CTE at death than has been 
previously shown in multiple commu-
nity based studies,” wrote the authors.

‘Sobering reminder’ of risks
“These data indicate that CTE 

severity at death is significantly 
associated with dementia in NFL 
player brain donors, and that dementia 
is common in these donors.”

But they also acknowledge 
several limitations, including that 
not all former NFL players who 
died during the study window were 
included, and that some family 
members may have inaccurately 
recalled or over-stated symptoms.

Writing in an editorial, professors 
Tobias Kurth of the University Medical 
Center Berlin and Richard Riley of the 
National Institute for Health and Care 
Research in Birmingham praised the 
study design.

No single study can fully define 
the rate of CTE among NFL players, 
but “Daneshvar and colleagues 
provide one of the most informative 
estimates to date,” they said.

Above all, they argued, it is 
essential to regularly communicate 
the scientific evidence to past, 
present and prospective NFL players.

The players’ union, the NFL 
Players Association (NFLPA), said the 
study was a “sobering reminder that 

football carries real risks, and those 
risks can have lasting consequences 
for players and their families.”

The NFL, which in 2016 
announced a US$1 billion legal 
settlement to provide financial 
assistance to players suffering from 
dementia and other neurological 
conditions linked to concussions, 
said it had taken steps to reduce 
concussions and head impacts.

“The NFL remains committed to 
ensuring that the NFL community 
has access to a robust - and 
expanding - set of resources to 
enhance their physical and mental 
well-being,” the league added in a 
statement to US media.

CTE has been cited in a number 
of violent deaths involving former 
NFL players.

In 2021, former NFL player 
Phillip Adams, 32, shot dead six 
people before killing himself. A post-
mortem examination of Adams’s 
brain found that he had been suffering 
from CTE, citing “unusually severe” 
damage to his brain.

Last year, Shane Tamura, who 
played American football through 
childhood to college but did not 
play in the NFL, killed four people 
and then himself in a shooting at 
the building that houses the NFL’s 
headquarters. He was posthumously 
diagnosed with CTE.     – AFP

Jatavis Brown (top) of the Los Angeles Chargers loses his helmet while tackling 
Austin Walter of the San Francisco 49ers during the first quarter of an NFL football 
game at Levi’s Stadium on August 29, 2019 in Santa Clara, California.              – AFP

Cricket

COLOMBO – Sri Lanka were 
fighting hard to avoid the follow-on 
when rain brought an early end to 
play on day three of the second Test 
against India yesterday, with the 
hosts on 265-8.

Sri Lanka need a further 39 runs 
to avoid being asked to bat again, 
still 238 runs behind India’s first-
innings total of 503-9 declared.

Only 80.4 of the 98 overs 
scheduled for the day were possible 
due to rain.

India’s fast-bowling coach 
Morne Morkel said the team 
intended to wrap up Sri Lanka’s 
innings quickly on day four and 
enforce the follow-on.

“With the amount of rain that is 
around, it takes (a) lot of time to put 

the covers on and take covers off,” he 
told reporters. “So given the lead we 
have, we want to ask them to follow 
on and put them under pressure.”

Wicketkeeper Niroshan Dickwella 
was dismissed for a third-ball duck, 
reducing Sri Lanka to 173-7.

However, Sonal Dinusha added 
57 runs for the eighth wicket with 
Keshara Nuwantha (18) to frustrate 
India.

Nuwantha was dismissed soon 
after tea but Dinusha found another 
able ally in fast bowler Lahiru 
Kumara, who batted for more than 
an hour as the pair added another 35 
runs for the ninth wicket.

Dinusha, Sri Lanka’s standout 
performer in the first Test, continued 
to impress.

The all-rounder, who scored 
100 and 84 last week in Galle, 

ended the day on 85 not out.
Sri Lanka resumed on their 

overnight score of 8-2 but lost two 
wickets in the morning session. India 
made further inroads after lunch, 
picking up another three wickets.

Pasindu Sooriyabandara, who 
replaced Dinesh Chandimal as a 
concussion substitute in the second 
innings of the Galle Test, is in the 
starting side for the first time.

Sooriyabandara was the next-
best Sri Lankan batsman with 80, 
but said he regretted not going on to 
score “a big one”.

Prasidh Krishna was the pick 
of India’s bowlers, claiming three 
wickets, often troubling the batters 
with extra bounce.

India lead the two-match series 
1-0, having won the opening Test in 
Galle by 165 runs.    – AFP

Tennis

LAUSANNE – Former 
Wimbledon champion Marketa 
Vondrousova has appealed against 
her four-year doping suspension 
to the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport, the international body said 
on Monday.

“CAS can confirm an appeal,” 
a spokeswoman told AFP when 
asked about the Czech 2023 
Wimbledon champion, who was 
sanctioned by the International 
Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA) 
for refusing to take an out-
of-competition doping test in 
December 2025.

A hearing date has not 
yet been set, but proceedings 
typically take place in the months 
following the appeal.

It would be held behind 
closed doors unless Vondrousova 
requests a public hearing - a very 
rare occurrence - with the final 
ruling issued several months later.

The ITIA said that 
Vondrousova had failed to open 
the door to an anti-doping officer.

Her suspension is due to run 
until June 21, 2030, and she has 
not played on the WTA Tour 
since January.

Vondrousova has slipped 
from inside the world’s top 50 to 
number 153 in her absence.

Vondrousova initially 
responded to the ban by saying 
she had “never doped”.

The 27-year-old claimed in 
April that she was scared when 
the officer rang the bell “without 
properly identifying themselves 
or following protocol”.

Players are required to log 
their whereabouts for an allotted 
hour each day so that authorities 
can conduct anti-doping tests 
outside of competition.

She has said that her fear was 
partly due to the knife attack on 
her compatriot and fellow former 
Wimbledon winner Petra Kvitova 
at her home in 2016.

“In that moment, fear clouded 
my judgement and I just couldn’t 

process the situation rationally,” 
Vondrousova said.

“After what happened to 
Petra, we don’t take strangers at 
our door lightly.”

Last month, an independent 
tribunal ruled she had provided 
“no compelling justification” 
for refusing a test, noting she 
had taken her dog for a walk 10 
minutes later.

“This is a very unfortunate 
manner in which the player made 
a decision in the heat of the 
moment to refuse doping control, 
in a state of stress and anxiety, 
with significant consequences,” 
the tribunal said.

‘Harsh’ punishment
American world number three 

Jessica Pegula called the suspension 
“harsh”, comparing it to the far 
lighter punishments handed out to 
Jannik Sinner and Iga Swiatek.

“I just don’t think that’s fair. I 
think the sentencing is so harsh,” 
Pegula said at Wimbledon in June.

Sinner accepted a three-
month ban last year after reaching 
an agreement with the World 
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) in 
2024.

The Italian men’s world number 
one had tested positive for the 
anabolic steroid clostebol, before 
being cleared by an independent 
tribunal who determined he was 
not to blame.

Six-time Grand Slam 
champion Swiatek took a one-
month ban in 2024 after testing 
positive for a banned substance.

“So I don’t quite understand 
the difference between that and 
then obviously what happened 
with Sinner and Iga. They justified 
what the rules were and why it 
was the way it was,” Pegula said.

Vondrousova has a career 
high ranking of sixth, two months 
after her Wimbledon triumph 
three years ago.

She also reached the 2019 
French Open final and won a 
singles silver medal at the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2021. – AFP

At least a quarter of NFL players 
may get brain disease: study

Sri Lanka trail India by 238 runs in 2nd Test

Banned Vondrousova appeals 
doping suspension to CAS

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic and Belarus’s Aryna Sabalenka speak with each other 
during their mixed doubles tennis match against Czech Republic’s Katerina 
Siniakova and Britain’s Henry Patten during Fan Week as part of the 2026 US 
Open tennis tournament at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in 
New York, yesterday. Djokovic and Sabalenka lost the match 1:4, 4:2, 2:10.   – AFP
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BAMAKO, Mali – At the age of 88, 
barefoot and cinched into a belt of cowrie 
shells, renowned singer Mariam Bagayoko 
still sweeps across the stage with infectious 
energy, dazzling wide-eyed fans with the 
rhythms of a bygone Mali.

Beloved at home and abroad, the 
“Nightingale of Beledougou” has spent a 
lifetime carrying the traditional music far 
beyond her homeland, fighting to keep it 
alive in the modern world.

At Bamako’s Palace of Culture, Bagayoko 
spun like a top, her knees bending and body 
dipping low before springing back up again 
as she threw her head back and forth.

In her right hand, she gripped a yabara, 
a percussion instrument made from a large 
calabash filled with dried seeds that rattled 
sharply as it struck her left palm.

The sound blended with the deep notes 
of the n’goussoumbala, a large xylophone-
like balafon unique to the Beledougou region 
of central-western Mali, long known for its 
rural musical traditions.

Moments before, she had clasped her 
hands behind her back in a show of respect 
to protective spirits and griots, the guardians 
of the spoken word, before launching into 
powerful Bambara songs that evoke moonlit 
village gatherings.

A towering figure in Mali’s music scene, 
Bagayoko has spent decades bringing little-
known local traditions to audiences around 
the world.

In late 2025, she received a lifetime 
achievement honour at the Aga Khan Music 
Awards in London, emerging as one of 11 
final laureates selected from more than 400 
candidates across Africa, Asia, the Middle 
East and Europe.

The jury, which included Malian star 
Oumou Sangare and renowned Catalan 
early-music master Jordi Savall, praised her 
“passionate and unwavering dedication” to 
preserving and passing on Mali’s musical 
heritage, especially to women and girls.

Sang before she spoke
Born in Kolokani, north of the capital 

Bamako, in Beledougou, where music and 
dance follow every stage of life from farm 
work to ceremonies, Bagayoko said she 
learned to “sing before I could speak”.

As a child, she would trail village women 
as they pounded shea nuts for butter, labour 
that was always accompanied by song.

“I joined them with my little calabash 
and sang along,” she told AFP.

“At first, nobody paid attention to me. 
But little by little, my presence became 
indispensable.”

Those simple melodies would eventually 
make her one of Mali’s best-known 
ambassadors of traditional music.

Yet her father, a musician and performer 
in traditional local koteba theatre troupes, 
was against her musical ambitions.

“He was afraid that if I became successful 

too quickly, I would not live long, that I might 
be poisoned out of jealousy,” she recalled.

‘Future in good hands’
Drawing on old songs from her country, 

Bagayoko’s music comments on social issues 
and offers advice inspired by current events.

“It is the artist’s privilege to be able to 
speak out,” she said.

“Through song, we give lessons 
without hurting people, even when they see 
themselves in what we’re saying.”

One of her most famous performances is 

of the song “Ciwara”, a tribute to the courage 
of farmers and the value of hard work.

She is also known for dancing atop the 
wooden keys of the n’goussoumbala, turning 
the instrument into a stage of its own.

Much of her reputation rests on her efforts 
to keep Bambara music and dances alive.

“I have trained many young people who 
have gone on to forge their own paths and 
are still grateful to me,” she said.

“The idea is to make sure none of this 
disappears.”

Bagayoko worries that traditional music 
is losing its “intrinsic value” as technology 
and foreign influences reshape local sounds.

“Today, the n’goussoumbala and the 
yabara are still present in our music,” she said.

“But you no longer hear the rhythms 
of our homeland. The younger generation 
has modernised them and adapted them to 
rhythms from other countries.”

Through her cultural project “Tiebilentie”, 
she has helped revive an acrobatic masked 
dance once reserved for ritual ceremonies, 
bringing it to weddings and celebrations in 
Mali and abroad.

Bagayoko now takes comfort knowing 
that, through her children and younger 
people, her legacy will outlive her.

At her concert in Bamako, “my daughter 
sang and danced for the audience just like 
me”, she said with a smile.

“She even got up on the balafon... the 
future is in good hands.”     – AFP

Malian songbird keeps age-old sounds alive at 88

Undated file photo of Malian singer Mariam 
Bagayokom, known as “Nightingale of 

Beledougou”.                  – Courtesy of Yahoo 

Marie Heuclin
LONDON – Prince Harry’s 

wife, Meghan, faces a tough 
challenge in re-assimilating to 
life in the UK, where she remains 
deeply unpopular, while managing 
uneasy ties with the royal family.

Through bombshell interviews 
and tell-all documentaries, the 
45-year-old former US actor has 
never hidden how difficult she 
found things after her fairytale 
wedding to Harry in 2018.

And both she and Harry have 
complained about her treatment by 
the British media, which Harry told 
a court this year made her life “an 
absolute misery”.

“I think there’s more questions 
sort of over her and how she re-
adapts to the life back in the United 
Kingdom” than about Harry, said 
historian Ed Owens.

How she will cope “is difficult 
to answer at this stage because 
you know she’s tried successively 
over the last six years to reinvent 
her public image to relaunch her 
brand”, he added.

Deeply attached to his charitable 
work and keen for his children to 
build closer ties with his family, 
King Charles III’s younger son has 
retained strong ties to Britain.

But for Meghan, things appear 
more complicated. What will she do 
away from her sunny Californian base 
where she is clearly more at home?

Their surprise move back to the 
UK – six years after quitting their 
royal duties – has in part come 
about because Meghan, who starred 
in the US show “Suits”, is in talks 
to join Netflix’s UK-filmed series 
“The Gentlemen”, according to 
British media.

The comedy-drama, whose 
second season is due to be released 
in September, follows a duke who 
becomes a drug baron.

Experts believe Meghan is likely 
to focus primarily on family life, 
particularly her children Archie, 
seven, and Lilibet, five.

In past interviews, she has 
acknowledged that she enjoys doing 
the daily school run.

The two kids have already been 
enrolled at a British school and the 
couple have reportedly chosen a 
new home.

‘Destroy me’
In the United States however, her 

prospects appeared to have dimmed 
following the end of her Netflix 
deal for her lifestyle and cookery 
show “With Love, Meghan”.

A film made late last year is set 
to be released soon in which she has 
a brief cameo appearance playing 
herself.

And during a trip to Australia 
she made a guest appearance on an 
episode of “MasterChef Australia”.

“If Meghan decided tomorrow 
that she seriously wanted to act 
again, directors and producers 
would absolutely want to meet her 
and audition her,” talent manager 
Jonathan Shalit, chairman of 
InterTalent Rights Group, told the 
Press Association news agency.

But in Britain, Meghan remains 
deeply unpopular. According to a 
YouGov poll released in late July, 
65 percent of the public hold an 
unfavourable view of her.

Following their bombshell 
departure, Harry and Meghan 
publicly denounced her treatment at 
the hands of Britain’s powerful press.

“Truth be told, no matter how 
hard I tried, no matter how good I 
was, no matter what I did, they were 
still going to find a way to destroy 
me,” Meghan said in a 2022 Netflix 
documentary.

The media had initially 
welcomed her arrival as a breath 
of fresh air for the royal family, 
sometimes known as the “Firm”, 
steeped in centuries of tradition.

But she swiftly fell out of 
favour, with the tabloid press 
carrying reports portraying her as 
demanding and unwilling to accept 
the constraints that came with the 
privileges of royal life.

Her ventures are still regularly 
mocked, including her lifestyle and 
food products brand, As Ever.

Lingering tensions
Since leaving Britain, Meghan 

has barely returned, notably for 
Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum 
Jubilee in June 2022 and for the late 
monarch’s funeral later that year.

Last month she joined Harry and 
their two children for a short holiday 
during which they met Charles 
and Queen Camilla, a visit widely 
viewed as a sign that relations may 
be thawing.

Yet her return risks bringing back 
into focus “the conflicts and issues 
that originally caused their departure”, 
including accusations of racism, said 
Nathalie Weidhase, a media specialist 
at the University of Surrey.

There are also lingering family 
tensions exacerbated by Harry’s 
2023 memoir “Spare”.

In the book, Harry accused his 
brother William and William’s wife 
Catherine of being unwelcoming 
towards Meghan complicating her 

Meghan faces difficult return to the UK

integration into the royal family.
In an interview with US 

television host Oprah Winfrey, 
Meghan also alleged that a member 
of the royal family had raised 
questions about the skin colour of 
her unborn child.

But royal expert Owens said the 
family was “not coming back for 
another fight with the wider royal 
family, that’s not their purpose here.

“They want stability for their 
family... stability for their children”.

– AFP

Britain’s Prince Harry (centre, right) Duke of Sussex, and his wife Meghan (centre, 

left), Duchess of Sussex, pose with dancers during a visit to the National Centre for 

the Arts in Bogotá, Colombia, on August 15, 2024.                – AFP 
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Life saver
A staff member puts a vest with detection equipment on an African giant pouched rat 
at the Apopo Detection Rat Training and Research Center at Sokoine University of 
Agriculture in Morogoro, Tanzania, last week.         – Xinhua

Crowded skies
Tourists ride hot air balloons near the ancient city of Hierapolis in Denizli, 
Türkiye, yesterday.                – Xinhua

Mind boggling
The screen is displayed during ONE PIECE Fest 2026 by Toei Animation at 
Cosm Los Angeles on Monday in Inglewood, California.   – AFP

Hero of the flames
In this photo taken on August 17 Indonesian student Rudiansyah dressed in a 
Superman costume helps to extinguish a forest and land fire at Petuk Katimpun 
in Palangkaraya, Central Kalimantan, Indonesia.     – AFP

Hole in the sky
Lightning strikes in the arcus cloud over the Bay of Angels in the French Riviera city 
of Nice, southeastern France, on Monday.                       – AFP

Certainly a herbivore 
This photograph shows a plant shaped as a dinosaur in Villers-sur-Mer, northwestern 
France, on Monday.               – AFP


