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Despair, anger in Conakry after 
deadly land!ll collapse

Rescuers operating giant excavators searched for victims of 
a deadly landfill collapse in Guinea yesterday in torrential rain, 
after residents said they had warned of the precarious situation 
that has now wiped out almost entire families.   – Story on p. 10

Trump says to double tari"s on 
Canada autos as trade !ght heats up

US President Donald Trump said yesterday that he would 
double tariffs on Canadian vehicles beginning next year, as 
the neighbouring countries spiral towards an escalating trade 
war.                   –  Story on p. 11

Panama Canal to reduce shipping 
over El Niño-fuelled drought

The Panama Canal will cut the number of ships passing 
through it starting next month because of drought caused 
by the El Niño phenomenon, the operator of the strategic 
waterway has said.               –  Story on p. 12

US Treasury chief vows to cut every 
‘economic lifeline’ of Iran

WASHINGTON, DC – US Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent yesterday laid out 
plans for the “economic asphyxiation” of 
Iran, expanding Washington’s secondary 
sanctions threats and warning of dire 
consequences for countries that decline to 
join the pressure campaign.

Bessent’s address comes almost six 
months into a war on Tehran that has ground 
to a stalemate, with stalled peace talks and 
Iran preventing most traffic through the 
crucial Strait of Hormuz.

“Around the globe, our objective is to 
sever every economic lifeline that sustains 
this tyrannical regime until Tehran stands 

alone,” Bessent told a press conference.
“We are going to hold everyone 

accountable, and this is economic 
asphyxiation of this regime.”

He added that countries not joining US 
sanctions would “share in the isolation” of 
Iran, and noted that Trump is making phone 
calls to world leaders with requests to stop 
their interactions with Tehran.

The US Treasury Department said 
yesterday that it has “issued determinations 
against five critical sectors – digital assets, 
technology, gold, aviation, and shipping – 
that the Iranian regime uses to try to prop up 
its failing economy.”   – AFP

Tony Wong
The government held a meeting yesterday 

to brief association representatives about 
Macau’s 3rd Five-Year Plan, during which 
Secretary for Administration and Justice Wong 
Sio Chak underlined that the government will 
draw up the 2027 Policy Address in alignment 
with the tasks and goals scheduled for next 
year as listed in its 3rd Five-Year Plan.

The meeting, which was attended by about 
60 representatives from 40 associations, was 
held at the Service Platform Complex for 
Commercial and Trade Cooperation between 
China and Portuguese-speaking Countries 
(aka Forum Macao Complex) in Sai Van.

The meeting was open to the media when 
Wong delivered his opening speech and officials 
under his portfolio gave presentations about the 
3rd Five-Year Plan regarding the government’s 
administration and justice portfolio. Afterwards, 
the meeting was held behind closed doors while 
attendees gave their opinions and officials 
answered their questions.

The Macau government announced and 
published the final version of the 3rd Five-Year 
Plan on Tuesday last week.

The Macao Special Administrative 
Region’s (MSAR) 3rd Five-Year Plan, 
officially known as the 3rd Five-Year Plan for 
Economic and Social Development, covers 
the period between 2026 and 2030.

Delivering his speech, Wong noted 
that when hearing a work report from 
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai in Beijing in 
December last year, President Xi Jinping 
raised clear requirements for the MSAR to 

proactively align with the nation’s 15th Five-
Year Plan, ensure the effective implementation 
of its 3rd Five-Year Plan, uphold and improve 
its executive-led governance system, and 
enhance its governance effectiveness.

Wong underlined that the 3rd Five-Year 
Plan, which was announced last Tuesday, 
is a programmatic document and a master 
blueprint guiding the MSAR’s development 
over the next five years, directly bearing on 
residents’ well-being, industrial development, 
and Macau’s long-term prosperity and stability.

Wong said that the implementation of 
the 3rd Five-Year Plan requires the joint 

participation of all segments of Macau’s 
civil society. As an indispensable social force 
for the MSAR’s good governance, patriotic 
associations rooted at the grassroots level 
have long served as a vital bridge and link for 
the government to connect with Macau’s civil 
society and gather public opinion, he said.

Wong said that the government expects 
association representatives to offer constructive 
opinions by drawing upon their practical 
experience in serving the community, with the 
aim of helping the government accomplish the 
various key tasks listed in the 3rd Five-Year Plan.

Wong also said that Sam has required him 

and the other four policy secretaries to include 
the necessary initiatives and measures in their 
respective portfolios’ 2027 policy guidelines, 
aiming to ensure the effective implementation 
of the 3rd Five-Year Plan’s tasks and goals 
scheduled for next year.

Sam is slated to deliver his 2027 Policy 
Address in the Legislative Assembly’s (AL) 
hemicycle in November.

After Sam delivers his policy address 
for next year, his five policy secretaries 
are scheduled to present their respective 
portfolios’ policy guidelines to the legislature.

Continued on p.6

Govt to align 2027 Policy Address 
with 3rd 5-Year Plan: Wong

A robot of Beijing AGIbot Team competes in the Floor Exercise of Gymnastics event of the 

2nd World Humanoid Robot Games in Beijing yesterday. (More on page 6)  – Xinhua 

Secretary for Administration and Justice Wong Sio Chak (centre) addresses yesterday’s meeting with association representatives about Macau’s 3rd Five-Year 

Plan at the Forum Macao Complex, flanked by officials comprising (from left to right) Secretariat for Administration and Justice advisor Wong Hong, Secretariat 
for Administration and Justice chief-of-cabinet Chang Cheong, Legal Affairs Bureau (DSAJ) Acting Director Ng Chi Kin, and Public Administration and Civil 

Service Bureau (SAFP) Deputy Director Chan Chi Kin.                 – Photo: GCS
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Commentary by Manuel Silvério
Independent Analyst on Public Policy and 

Regional Development

(Former public-sector official with 

international experience and a long-standing 

involvement in public policy and sports 

development)

In my previous two articles on the 
proposed reform of Macau’s Legal Regime for 
Associations, I looked at two closely connected 
issues. The first was Macau’s associative 
landscape, which has grown from fewer than 
2,000 associations in the past few decades to 
more than 12,000. The second concerned the 
longstanding links many local associations 
maintain with organisations in the Chinese 
mainland, Hong Kong and overseas.

There is now a third issue to consider, 
perhaps the most sensitive of the three: security.

Macau is a Special Administrative Region 
(SAR) of the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC). Its stability, development and future 
are necessarily linked to the country’s consti-
tutional framework and to the safeguarding of 
the State’s fundamental interests.

The world, meanwhile, has changed. 
International relations have become more 
complex, geopolitical competition has intensified 
and new forms of external interference have 
emerged. National security has consequently 
become an increasingly important concern for 
countries around the world.

Macau cannot stand apart from that reality.

State security and associations
An important part of the proposed reform 

should be understood in this context.
Edmund Ho Hau Wah, Macau’s first Chief 

Executive and currently Vice-Chairman of the 
National Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), 
has also publicly highlighted this dimension. 
He said that the revision of the Legal Regime 
for Associations is intended to safeguard 
the security of the State and the Macau 
SAR, optimise the allocation of resources 
and promote the healthy and sustainable 
development of associations.

These three elements – security, the 
responsible use of resources and the sustainable 
development of the associative sector – 
show that the reform goes beyond a simple 
adjustment of administrative procedures.

The consultation proposal provides for the 
involvement of the Committee for Safeguarding 
National Security in certain circumstances 

relating to the establishment or dissolution of 
associations. Mechanisms are also envisaged for 
existing associations where situations may arise 
that could endanger State security.

I believe this is understandable.
Freedom of association is a right 

recognised by law in Macau* but, like any 
right, it is exercised within the legal order 
in force. The same principle applies to 
associations’ external relations.

There is therefore no reason to place the 
safeguarding of State security and legitimate 
external relations on opposing sides.

Security is a principle that must be upheld. 
Within that framework, openness, cooperation 
and legitimate international relations can 
continue to develop.

The world changes, and Macau must 
change with it.

Macau has a distinctive history. For 
centuries, it has been a meeting place for 
different cultures and communities. That 
openness remains one of Macau’s defining 
characteristics and one of its strengths.

But openness does not mean an absence 
of rules.

The constitutional and political position 
of the Macao SAR is clear today. Different 
historical periods had their own circumstances, 
which should not simply be carried over into 
the present.

There is an old saying that captures the 
point rather well:

“When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”
An association in Macau that belongs to 

an international organisation must naturally 
respect that organisation’s rules. But it must 
first and foremost comply with Macau’s laws 
and accept the responsibilities arising from its 
existence and activities in the SAR.

There is no contradiction between the two.
Whether in sport, scouting, the media, 

social welfare, youth affairs, or professional 
and business associations, participation in 
international networks inevitably involves 
different sets of rules and responsibilities. What 
matters is that the boundaries are clear and that 
everyone knows how to comply with them.

Security and proportionality
State security must be safeguarded firmly. 

But the application of the rules should also 
distinguish between different circumstances.

An association that has openly and 
regularly participated in the activities of an 
international organisation for decades and 
fulfilled its obligations cannot simply be 

placed in the same category as an organisation 
used for unlawful purposes.

Distinguishing between differnt levels 
of risk can, in fact, make supervision more 
effective. The clearer the rules are, the easier 
it becomes for associations acting in good 
faith to comply with them, while allowing 
the authorities to focus their attention where 
genuine risks exist.

Security and proportionality are not 
incompatible. On the contrary, they can 
reinforce one another.

Protecting volunteers too
Behind many of Macau’s associations 

are office-holders and volunteers who have 
devoted years of their lives to serving the 
community.

They are not necessarily specialists in law, 
security, accounting or international relations. 
A reform that makes their responsibilities 
clearer can therefore also help protect them.

Knowing what must be reported, 
which external relations require particular 
procedures, what documents need to be 
retained and where guidance can be obtained 
reduces the risk of mistakes arising simply 
from a lack of knowledge.

That, too, is good governance.
The purpose should not simply be to create 

obligations. People who genuinely want to 
comply with the rules should also be able to 
understand clearly what is required of them 
and how to do it.

Preparing Macau for the future
Perhaps this is where the discussion 

begins to extend beyond the reform of the 
associations regime itself.

Active associations, clear rules, responsible 
office-holders, prudent use of public resources, 
external relations conducted within the law and 
appropriate mechanisms for safeguarding State 
security all contribute to a more organised and 
institutionally stronger society.

This takes on particular significance at a 
time when Macau is defining its economic 
and social development priorities for the 
2026–2030 period.

Strong institutions are not only there to 
address the problems of today. They also 
prepare society for what lies ahead.

The year 2049 is sometimes spoken of as 
though it were a distant line on the calendar. 
I do not believe there is any need now to 
anticipate legal or political interpretations of 
what the circumstances may be then. There is 

something far more practical that can be done 
today: establish good practices.

The stronger Macau’s institutions, the 
clearer its rules and the greater the trust 
between the Administration and society, the 
better prepared the SAR will be for whatever 
stages of development lie ahead.

The best preparation for the future begins 
in the present.

Reforming to strengthen trust
That has been the thread running through 

these three articles.
Reforming the Legal Regime for 

Associations seems necessary in light of a 
reality that has changed profoundly. But reform 
should not simply mean more supervision. It 
should also mean understanding the sector 
better, distinguishing between different 
situations, providing guidance, protecting 
those who act in good faith and ensuring that 
public resources are used responsibly.

It also means recognising that Macau 
remains connected both to the country and to 
the wider world, while that openness operates 
within the SAR’s constitutional and legal 
framework and with the safeguarding of State 
security as a fundamental principle.

A society can be both open and secure. 
It can maintain international links while 
requiring transparency. It can protect freedom 
of association while demanding responsibility. 
It can strengthen supervision while also 
protecting the many volunteers who give life 
to Macau’s associations.

Perhaps the real value of a good reform 
lies precisely in turning principles into 
good everyday practices and, through them, 
strengthening public confidence in the way 
institutions operate.

Strong institutions, responsibility, security 
and trust also provide a foundation for 
continuing to consolidate “One Country, Two 
Systems” in practice in Macau.

Macau’s future cannot be prepared only 
when the future arrives.

It begins today.

(End)
*Article 27 of the Basic Law of the Macao 

Special Administrative Region (MSAR) 

of the PRC states that “Macao residents 

shall have freedom of speech, of the press 

and publication; freedom of association, of 

assembly, of procession and of demonstration; 

and the right and freedom to form and join 

trade unions, and to strike”. – MPD 

Macau’s Associations and the Future: 
Security and Responsibility

Khalel Vallo
The probability of tropical 

cyclones directly affecting Macau 
this week remains low, but an active 
southwest monsoon and a low-
pressure trough is expected to bring 
more frequent thunderstorms from 
today to Thursday, according to a 
statement by the Meteorological 
and Geophysical Bureau (SMG) 
yesterday.

The statement said that a low-
pressure area within the South China 
Sea developed into two tropical 
cyclones last week – “Narra”, which 
was lingering near the Beibu Gulf 
close to China’s Hainan Province, 
and “Gaenari”, which formed near 
Japan’s Ryukyu Islands.

Due to weak steering currents 

and interactions between tropical 
systems within the broad low-
pressure trough, their development 
and movement remained uncertain, 
the statement said. Forecasts 
indicate that Narra will continue 
moving slowly near the Beibu 
Gulf before heading inland, while 
Gaenari is expected to weaken and 
dissipate near the Taiwan Strait, the 
statement noted.

Although both systems were 
forecast to have a low chance of 
directly affecting Macau, the broad 
low-pressure trough combined 
with an active southwest monsoon 
will bring abundant moisture to 
the coast of southern China, the 
statement said.

The local observatory forecast 

that Macau will experience a 
significant increase in thunderstorms 
from today to Thursday, with 
heavier rainfall possible over the 
weekend, the statement added. 
Residents are advised to take an 
umbrella when going outdoors and 
pay attention to the latest weather 
updates, according to the statement.

The observatory reminded the 
public that summer convective 
weather can change rapidly, with 
rain clouds developing quickly. 
Residents are encouraged to use 
the “Macau Weather” mobile 
app (Trial Version) or follow the 
official WeChat account “Macau 
Weather” for the latest forecasts, 
weather information and warning 
signals. 

Tropical cyclones unlikely to impact Macau this week: SMG 

This infographic provided by the local observatory (SMG) yesterday shows 
satellite images and forecast charts detailing the positions and movements 
of tropical cyclones “Narra” and “Gaenari”, alongside surface pressure and 
precipitation forecasts. The translation from Chinese was arranged by the Post.
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Armindo Neves
The Livelihood Affairs 

Bureau of the Guangdong-Macao 
In-Depth Cooperation Zone in 
Hengqin announced in a statement 
yesterday that it is about to host a 
night run next month to promote 
national fitness.

According to the statement, 
on the occasion of the fifth anni-
versary of the zone, the Fluores-
cence Run 2026 Hengqin, organ-
ised by the bureau, is set to kick 
off on Sunday, September 13, in 
the Hengqin Sumlodol Camping 
Park*.

The event will incorporate 
trendy glow-in-the-dark elements, 
creating a platform for sports 
exchange among residents 

of Hengqin and Macau, and 
promoting fitness for all, the 
statement said.

The run offers two distances: 
a four-kilometre fun category 
and an eight-kilometre challenge 
category. The route is entirely 
free of interference from public 
traffic, featuring flat and safe 
road conditions, according to the 
statement.

LED glow-in-the-dark signage 
will be placed every 500 metres 
along the course, and eight 
professional pace-setters will be 
positioned throughout the running 
group. This year’s medal features 
the event theme as its core design 
element and is made from eco-
friendly materials; the event also 

provides custom-made fluorescent 
sports T-shirts and glow-in-the-
dark gear for participants.

The statement noted that the 
registration fee is  30 yuan 
(36 patacas) per person, with a cap 
of 2,000 participants. Registration 
will close once the quota is filled. 
On the day of the event, in addition 
to the run, there will be a carnival 
and a lucky draw. 

*Hengqin Sumlodol Camping 
Park (橫琴星樂度·露營小鎮) 
is the standard English name used 
officially for the outdoor leisure 
resort. If includes recreational 
vehicle (RV) staycations, safari-
style tents, wooden cabins, and the 
outdoor adventure facility Sumlodol 
Adventure Park. – Gemini 

Night run in Hengqin aims to 
promote !tness

This poster 
provided by 
the Livelihood 
Affairs 
Bureau of the 
Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth 
Cooperation 
Zone in Hengqin 
yesterday 
shows the 
upcoming night 
run event, 
which includes 
a carnival and a 
lucky draw. 

Rui Pastorin
Power utility CEM held an e-kart-

ing event at Fun Fun Kart at Lisboeta 
Macau on Saturday, with the event 
gathering a total of 90 competitors 
and featuring a variety of prizes.

The competition at the Macau-
themed integrated resort builds up 
on the success of last year’s event 
and drew racers from a variety of 
age groups, according to a CEM 
statement that day.

The highlight among them 
was the “Parent/Child” category, 
which had kids aged eight to 12 
participating with their parents for 
the first time, the statement said, 
while the other two categories were 
“Youth” and “Open Group”, which 
had racers aged between 13 to 17 
and 18 to 50.

Prizes were given to the fastest 
racers across the three categories, 
along with the “most stylish 
participants”, the statement said.

The statement noted that 
Saturday’s event was among 
the activities hosted by CEM 
encouraging public interest in 
the electricity sector, as well as to 
promote “healthier, environmentally 
conscious lifestyles”.

Held free of charge for Macau 
ID card (BIR) holders, the event 
was “a fun and engaging way to 
experience the possibilities of 
electric power in a family-friendly 
setting”, the statement said.

Last year’s edition drew a total 
of 87 participants chosen from 500 
enrolees, according to a previous 
CEM statement. 

CEM indoor e-karting event 
draws 90 contestants

This handout photo taken and provided on Saturday shows parent-child prize 
winners posing after the recent “CEM Indoor E-karting Experience” held at Lisboeta 
Macau in Cotai. 
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Rui Pastorin
The bond between a parent and child is among the 

central themes of Guangdong-born artist Lego Liang’s (梁賀) 
exhibition “ANGEL’s Promise” (天使之約 ANGEL), which 
is being held as one of the main exhibitions of 10 Fantasia’s 
ongoing Picture Book Festival.

Displayed across the second floor of the gallery, the 
exhibition features bald, round-headed figures whose stories 
are told through watercolours as well as a series of panels 
from Liang’s picture books.

Altogether, the exhibits present something deeper upon 
further inspection. It is not only for young visitors, but also 
adults and the children they once were. It also particularly 
highlights a bond between father and son, with information 

displayed at the gallery highlighting the importance of a 
father’s love during Liang’s upbringing and in becoming a 
parent himself and its subsequent stages, citing the former’s 
impact. The statement pointed out that the bond between 
father and son is therefore not only highlighted, but amplified 
in this exhibition.

Picture books are an important part of Liang’s works, 
the statement added, noting that he believes that “only when 
one is mature enough are they qualified to write stories for 
children.”  His stories are easily understood by children while 
inspiring introspection in adults, offering humour and child-
like spirit alongside a “gentle philosophy” that encourages 
reflection on life, emotion, and growth, according to the 
statement.

Liang also believes that “a good picture book is not about 
teaching people what to think, but rather about thinking 
along with them”, as noted in the exhibition statement.

The title work showcased in the exhibition is “ANGEL”, 
which features four interconnected panels reflecting a core 
truth: though we ultimately navigate life alone, the people 
who support us through hardships leave us with an enduring 
inner strength. We carry this strength to make our own path, 
and we turn every encounter and farewell into a lasting part 
of who we are, the statement highlighted.

One can visit the free-admission exhibition until 
September 15, being open from Tuesdays to Sundays from 
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. It is closed on Mondays. The gallery 
is located at 10 Calçada da Igreja de São Lázaro.

Lego Liang highlights parent-child bond at 10 Fantasia exhibition

-Photos taken on Thursday by Rui Pastorin
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Armindo Neves 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokes-

man Cheong Un Hong announced 
during yesterday’s regular press 
conference that a local woman fell 
victim to a “fake police” scam, los-
ing around 1.9 million patacas.

According to Cheong, on the 
morning of April 23 this year, the 
victim received a call while in the 
mainland from someone claiming 
to be an officer from the Pac On 
Immigration Department.

The caller mentioned 
the victim’s full name and 
informed her that a mobile 
number registered in her name 
in Kunming, Yunnan Province, 
was suspected of sending a large 
volume of fraudulent messages. 
She was instructed to cooperate 
with an investigation, download 
the “SaveX” and “Telegram” apps, 
rent a hotel room for a “recorded 
statement”, and keep the matter 
strictly confidential.

Cheong added that the scammer 
later claimed he could arrange for 
the victim to be released on bail 
pending trial, demanding a deposit 

of 1.6 million yuan (1.9 million 
patacas). The victim transferred 
the money in two instalments 
between May and June. It was not 
until Friday, when she returned to 
Macau and saw an anti-fraud public 
awareness video about “Mainland 
authority impersonation scams” at 
a bank, that she realised she had 
been deceived. She subsequently 
reported the case to the PJ.

Young local man targeted 
in porn blackmail scam

Meanwhile, Cheong also 
announced that a young local man 
fell into a pornographic trap and 
was blackmailed on Saturday.

On Saturday evening, while 
browsing a social media platform, 
the victim clicked a link that 
automatically redirected him to a 
Telegram chat with an unknown 
individual. The person claimed 
that by becoming a member, the 
young man could access adult 
content. Following the individual’s 
instructions, he downloaded a 
specific mobile app and granted it 
system permissions.

The scammer then claimed that 
he or she had accessed the victim’s 
contacts, text messages, photos, 
and other personal data stored on 
his phone, demanding a transfer 
of 8,000 yuan (9,625 patacas) to 
prevent them from forwarding 
them to his relatives and friends.

The victim refused to transfer 
any money and reported the 
incident directly to the police. 

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong looks on during 
yesterday’s regular press conference.   
         – Photo: Armindo Neves

Young local woman loses around 1.9 million 
patacas in ‘fake police’ scam: PJ

Khalel Vallo
The Macau Productivity and 

Technology Transfer Centre 
(CPTTM) held the “Food Innovation 
Series Seminar” (食品創新系列研
討會) at its headquarters in Zape 
yesterday, bringing together more 
than 60 industry representatives to 
explore new product development 
strategies and ways to transform 
culinary ideas into market-ready 
products.

The seminar adopted a dual 
format of thematic presentations 
and a discussion with chefs, 
guiding participants through the 
decision-making and strategies 
involved in the 10 major stages of 
new product development (NPD), 
while addressing challenges in 
transforming culinary innovation 
into industrial-scale production.

CPTTM Senior Manager 
Helena Lei Hoi Lun said in a 
speech at the opening ceremony 
that as a World Centre of Tourism 
and Leisure, Macau’s diverse blend 
of Chinese and Western cuisines 
has long been a key attraction. 
She noted that changing consumer 
preferences have increased demand 
for distinctive food products, 
souvenirs, and innovative goods, 
meaning industry competitiveness 
now depends not only on culinary 
creativity but also on product 
standardisation, commercialisation, 
and large-scale production 
capabilities.

Lei also said that the one-day 
seminar aimed to help the industry 
master the transition “from creativity 
to products, and from products to 
markets”, supporting continued 
innovation and development in 
Macau’s food and catering sectors.

The seminar invited two 
experienced industry professionals 
to give practical insights. Hong 
Kong’s Teal Belt Consultants Ltd. 
Managing Director  Ngan Lei-Tjen 
analysed the 10 key steps of new 
product development, covering 
the process from idea generation 
and product positioning to testing, 
optimisation, and market launch.

Meanwhile, Kwan Shun-fat, con-
sultant and former senior executive 
chef of Maxim’s Group Hong Kong, 
spoke about practical experience in 
flavour reproduction, process stan-
dardisation, production stability, and 
quality consistency, offering solu-
tions to the challenges of combining 
refined culinary techniques with 
industrial production.

Speaking to the media, Kwan 
emphasised that food firms transi-
tioning to commercial production 
must first establish standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) – including 
standardised recipes, raw material 

specifications, and precise process-
ing controls. Using “siu mai” pro-
duction as an example, he noted 
that mass-producing up to 300,000 
units per day requires around eight 
to ten specialised machines running 
around the clock, alongside strict 
quality checks across raw material 
sourcing like pork and shrimp.

Siu mai is a type of traditional 
Chinese dumpling made with a 
minced pork and shrimp filling. 
In Cantonese cuisine, it is usually 
served as dim sum during “yum 
cha” and is served with an additional 
serving of soy sauce.

Kwan added that adapting 
recipes for automated machinery – 
whether imported or domestically 
sourced – demands rigorous trial 
runs, recalling a separate project 
where he spent three months 
testing 30 types of flour from 
five suppliers just to standardise 
a single bread formula for 
automated production.

Food innovation seminar aims to help industry 
strengthen product sales

Macau Productivity and Technology Transfer Centre (CPTTM) 
Senior Manager Helena Lei Hoi Lun addresses yesterday’s 
“Food Innovation Series Seminar” (食品創新系列研討會) at 
CPTTM’s headquarters in Zape.                 – Photos: Khalel Vallo 

Maxim’s Group Consultant and former senior executive chef 
Kwan Shun-fat speaks to the media during yesterday’s seminar 
in Zape.

v  Macau  Weather
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65% AND 95%.
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Comparing local operations 
to the Chinese mainland, Kwan 
advised that Macau’s limited space 
and smaller market mean local 
enterprises should focus on quality 
over quantity rather than competing 
on scale. He encouraged businesses 
to concentrate on developing 
one or two signature products, 
building brand recognition and 
long-term market differentiation 
through specialised expertise and 
uncompromised quality.

Speaking to the Post, Lei 
said that the seminar series was 
launched in response to industry 
feedback, as local food enterprises 
are increasingly looking beyond 
serving local consumers and tourists 
and considering expansion into 
nearby overseas markets.

Lei said that when entering 
different markets, enterprises need 
to understand changing consumer 
preferences and explore new 
technologies to improve food 
formulas, develop innovative 
products, and strengthen research 
and development capabilities. She 
added that CPTTM previously 
focused mainly on food safety and 
international standard certification, 
but the industry’s evolving ambitions 
prompted the centre to expand its 
support towards food innovation.

Lei noted that the monthly 
seminar series launched in 
July, with the inaugural session 
covering food labelling and 
nutritional development. Following 
yesterday’s focus on new product 
development, upcoming seminars 
will focus on food technology to 
help local enterprises enhance their 
capabilities throughout the product 
development process. 
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BEIJING – Xi Jinping, general 
secretary of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central Committee, 
has emphasized the importance 
of consolidating and expanding 
the progress made in a Party-wide 
study and education campaign for 
establishing and practicing a correct 
understanding of governance 
performance.

Xi, also Chinese president and 
chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, made the remarks 
in a recent instruction, which was 
studied at a meeting of the CPC 
Central Leading Group for Party 
Building held yesterday.

Xi stressed that establishing 
and putting into practice a correct 
view of governance performance 
is a long-term task that requires 
sustained efforts.

Since the 18th CPC National 
Congress, the organization of study 
and education campaigns across the 
Party to address major and pressing 

issues in Party building has become an 
important institutional arrangement, 
Xi said, lauding the notable results 
achieved in the latest campaign.

Xi emphasized the need to 
regularly conduct education on 
the correct view of governance 
performance, guiding Party 
members and officials to always 
take responsibility, perform their 
duties and fulfill their obligations in 
accordance with such a view.

Efforts should also be made to 
improve differentiated assessment 
and evaluation systems, and establish 
a personnel selection and appointment 
orientation that values solid work and 
concrete results, Xi said.

During the meeting, participants 
thoroughly studied and implemented 
Xi’s instruction, reviewed the 
campaign, and made arrangements 
for consolidating and expanding 
the campaign’s outcomes and 
establishing a long-term mechanism 
accordingly.

The meeting was chaired by 
Cai Qi, who is head of the CPC 
Central Leading Group for Party 
Building, and was also attended by 
Li Xi, the group’s deputy head. Cai 
and Li, both of whom are members 
of the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee, also delivered speeches.

The meeting noted that the 
campaign has resolved prominent 
issues related to deviations in view of 
governance performance, regulated 
the official conduct of leading 
officials at all levels, and given a 
strong boost to all work aimed at 
ensuring a good start to the 15th Five-
Year Plan period (2026-2030).

The campaign, which started 
in late February, has basically 
concluded and aimed to correct 
misguided views on governance 
that often breed vanity projects, 
hidden risks, heavy burdens on local 
communities, and public discontent.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – China has proposed 
formulating at least 100 key 
standards for the humanoid robot 
industry by 2028, according to a 
draft guideline from the Ministry 
of Industry and Information 
Technology (MIIT).

The draft guideline for develop-
ing a national standard system for 
the humanoid robot industry will 
be open for public comment from 
today to September 23.

The proposed standards would 
cover areas including methods for 
capability testing and evaluation, 
key technologies, platforms and 
systems, application scenarios and 
safety governance. By 2028, the draft 
also aims to establish a systematic, 
science-based and coordinated 
standard system, with more than 
200 enterprises promoting and 
implementing these standards.

Humanoid robots are defined 
in the draft as a new generation of 
artificial intelligence (AI)-driven 
intelligent terminals with human-
like forms and capabilities that can 
autonomously perform complex 
tasks.

Rapid development of the 
sector has created an urgent need 
for common standards covering 
terminology, interfaces, testing and 
evaluation to guide technological 
innovation, product development and 
large-scale application, according to 
the draft. More than 100 humanoid 
robot-related standards are already 
under development or preliminary 
research in China and abroad.

The draft calls for standardizing 
methodologies for grading 
humanoid robot capabilities. It 
also proposes standardizing the 
definition of unique identifiers, 
coding rules and identification 
mechanisms for humanoid robots.

For industrial applications, 
the draft proposes requirements 
covering operational capabilities 
and environmental adaptability 
for humanoid robots working in 
structured and semi-structured 
industrial environments.

The push for standards 
comes as China steps up efforts 
to deploy humanoid robots in 
real-world settings. In June, the 
MIIT and China’s state assets 
regulator launched a training 
initiative targeting application 
validation and regular deployment 
in representative scenarios by the 
end of 2026, as well as deployment 
capacity at the 10,000-unit scale.

At a July 20 press briefing, the 
MIIT said China had developed 
more than 400 humanoid robot 
models, over half of the global total.

Common interfaces and safety 
standards are also emerging as 
practical issues in industrial 
deployment. Industrial production 
leaves little room for error. 
Reflections and dust can disrupt 
perception, while continuous 
operation places heavy demands 
on durability, heat management 
and component life.

Beyond technical and industrial 
specifications, the draft calls 
for standards governing ethical 
requirements and social-impact 
assessments in the development 
and application of humanoid robot 
technologies, placing safety and 
ethics alongside performance and 
commercialization in the proposed 
standards system.

The framework will be 
developed under the principles of 
being systematic and comprehensive, 
prioritizing urgent needs, and 
allowing for dynamic updates, 
according to the draft.          – Xinhua

Govt to align 2027 Policy Address 
with 3rd 5-Year Plan: Wong

Continued from p.1

7 aspects of public admin 
reform

During yesterday’s meeting, 
Public Administration and Civil 
Service Bureau (SAFP) Deputy 
Director Chan Chi Kin gave a 
presentation about the 3rd Five-Year 
Plan regarding the government’s 
initiative to deepen its public 
administration reform. The 
government will place a strong 
emphasis on seven major aspects, 
Chan said in his presentation.

The seven aspects comprise 
strengthening coordination between 
different public entities, advancing 
the restructuring of public entities, 
expanding and upgrading e-govern-
ment platforms, reforming the civil 
service management system, foster-
ing positive interaction between the 
government and civil society, im-
proving the grassroots governance 
system, and optimising Macau’s 
oversight systems, including those 
for clean governance and audits.

Chan also pointed out that a 
new system will take effect in early 
October this year to standardise 
the practices for all public entities 
handling and replying to opinions 

and complaints from members of 
the public. He noted that under the 
system, public entities’ methods 
of handling public opinion will 
be linked with the results of their 
regular performance evaluations.

Chan noted that the new system 
will be equipped with a single 
platform for the public to give their 
opinions and make any complaints 
related to all public entities. 
Members of the public can use the 
new platform via their Macao One 
Account app, Chan noted, adding 
that the new system will enable the 
government to reply to residents’ 
enquiries more quickly and gather 
public opinion more effectively.

6 aspects of legal reform
During yesterday’s meeting, 

Legal Affairs Bureau (DSAJ) 
Acting Director Ng Chi Kin gave a 
presentation about the 3rd Five-Year 
Plan regarding the government’s legal 
reform initiative. The government 
will place a strong emphasis on six 
major aspects, Ng said.

The six aspects comprise 
improving the legal system for 
safeguarding national security, 
facilitating the growth and expan-
sion of local forces promoting 

patriotism and love for Macau, 
enhancing governance effective-
ness, building a modern Macau 
based on the rule of law, strength-
ening the alignment of rules and 
mechanisms between Macau and 
Hengqin, and participating in the 
high-quality development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Ng also said that the government 
plans to submit a bill amending the 
Administrative Procedures Code to 
the legislature within this year for 
debate and vote.

Ng underlined that the 
government is also working on 
drafting amendments to four other 
major codes: namely the Civil 
Litigation Code, Administrative 
Litigation Code, Penal Code, and 
Penal Litigation Code.

Sam hears views from 
more groups for 2027 
Policy Address

Meanwhile, Sam held a meeting 
yesterday to listen to opinions 
concerning the drafting of his 
2027 Policy Address from senior 
members of 16 think tanks and 
professional associations. He also 
held another meeting yesterday with 
representatives from associations in 
the fields of labour, social services, 
and those representing different 
Chinese communities in Macau, 
according to separate statements by 
the Macao Government Information 
Bureau (GCS).

During the two meetings, Sam 
underlined that the government will 
carefully assess the opinions of the 
representatives and incorporate the 
feasible and practical ones into his 
2027 Policy Address.

Sam also vowed closer 
cooperation with various segments 
of civil society in jointly tackling 
the various challenges and risks 
affecting Macau. 

Xi stresses consolidating, expanding campaign 
on correct view of governance performance

China proposes formulating 
at least 100 key standards for 

humanoid robots by 2028

BEIJING – China and India 
will hold the 25th round of talks 
between the two countries’ special 
representatives on the boundary 
question in Beijing today, a Chinese 
foreign ministry spokesperson 
announced yesterday.

As agreed between the two 
sides, Wang Yi, a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, 
director of the Office of the 
Central Commission for Foreign 
Affairs and China’s Special 
Representative on the Boundary 
Question between China and 
India, will co-chair the talks with 
India’s Special Representative and 
National Security Advisor Ajit 
Doval, said the spokesperson.

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian told a regular 
press conference when asked to brief 
on the major topics of the upcoming 
talks. He noted that the Talks 
Between the Special Representatives 

of China and India on the Boundary 
Question are the main channel for 
negotiations between China and 
India on the boundary question, 
and also an important platform for 
communication between the two 
sides on issues of mutual interest.

In August last year, China and 
India successfully held the 24th 

round of talks, during which the 
two sides had candid and in-depth 
exchanges of views on the boundary 
question and reached a number of 
common understandings, Lin said, 
adding that during this round of 
talks, the two sides will continue 
the in-depth communication on 
the boundary question in the spirit 
of the common understandings 
between leaders of the two 
countries to jointly keep the border 
areas peaceful and tranquil.

The two sides will also 
exchange views on bilateral 
relations and international and 
regional issues, Lin said.  – Xinhua

China, India to hold 25th 
round of talks on boundary 

question in Beijing

About 60 representatives from 40 associations attend yesterday’s meeting at the 
Forum Macao Complex near Macau Tower.        – Photo: Tony Wong
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BEIJING – China and Jordan should 
further deepen the alignment of development 
strategies, President Xi Jinping said yesterday.

Both sides should enhance cooperation in 
traditional fields including economy and trade, 
infrastructure construction, transportation and 
mining, expand new drivers of cooperation 
in digital economy, artificial intelligence 
(AI) and green energy, and comprehensively 
deepen exchanges in education, culture, 
science and technology, tourism and other 
areas, Xi said when holding talks with King of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Abdullah 
II ibn Al Hussein in Beijing.

Xi noted that in 2015, the two heads of state 
jointly announced the establishment of China-
Jordan strategic partnership, opening a new 
chapter in the development of bilateral relations.

Facing an international and regional 
situation characterized by intertwined changes 
and chaos, building a more substantive and 
dynamic China-Jordan relationship is in line 
with the common expectations of the two 
peoples and also conforms to the general 
trend of the pursuit of the Global South for 
strength through unity, he said.

Xi emphasized that China attaches great 
importance to Jordan’s unique and significant 
role in the region, firmly supports Jordan in 

safeguarding its national sovereignty, security 
and development interests, and is willing to 
maintain close exchanges with Jordan at all 
levels including the governments, political 
parties, legislative bodies and localities, and 
enhance exchanges of experience in governance.

China is willing to work with Jordan to 
implement the four major global initiatives, 

enhance coordination and cooperation in 
multilateral institutions including the United 
Nations, jointly safeguard the international 
system with the United Nations at its core and the 
international order underpinned by international 
law, and promote the building of a community 
with a shared future for humanity, Xi said.

King Abdullah II said Jordan and China have 

established a strong strategic partnership, with 
fruitful cooperation across various fields. He said 
Jordan firmly upholds the one-China policy and 
regards Taiwan as part of China’s territory.

Jordan places high priority on its relations 
with China and is dedicated to expanding 
cooperation and exchanges in economy and 
trade, manufacturing, agriculture, science 
and technology, pharmaceuticals, culture and 
education, King Abdullah II said, adding that 
Jordan welcomes more Chinese enterprises to 
invest there to achieve common development 
and prosperity.

Jordan speaks highly of the four global 
initiatives put forward by President Xi and 
looks forward to China’s greater leading role 
on the global stage, King Abdullah II said.

After the talks, the two heads of state 
jointly attended a signing ceremony for 
multiple cooperation documents in areas such 
as diplomacy, economy and trade, industrial 
and supply chains, and justice.

The two sides also issued a joint statement 
on deepening the strategic partnership 
between China and Jordan.

Prior to the talks in the Great Hall of the 
People, Xi held a welcome ceremony for 
King Abdullah II. Xi also hosted a welcome 
banquet for him in the evening.      – AFP

BEIJING – President Xi Jinping stressed 
yesterday that four principles should be 
followed to push for the resolution of the 
Palestinian question, which is at the heart of 
the Middle East issue.

Xi made the remarks in talks with King of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Abdullah 
II ibn Al Hussein in Beijing.

First, a political settlement should be 
upheld. The two-state solution is the right 
direction, and efforts should be made to restart 
peace talks between Palestine and Israel, 
with a view to establishing an independent 
Palestinian state at an early date, Xi said.

Second, the principle of “Palestinians 
governing Palestine” should be followed in 
advancing the governance of the West Bank and 
the post-war reconstruction of Gaza, he said.

Third, humanitarian principles must 
be upheld. The international community, 
and the UN Security Council in particular, 
should shoulder its responsibility effectively 
to protect civilian safety, ensure the flow of 

humanitarian assistance, and put an end to 
humanitarian disasters, Xi said.

Fourth, fairness and justice must be 
upheld. This means following international 
law, addressing both symptoms and root 
causes, and taking practical actions so that 
the Palestinian question can be resolved in 
a comprehensive, just and lasting way at an 
early date, he said.

On the Middle East situation, Xi said 
China has always advocated a comprehensive 
ceasefire and end of hostilities, and resolving 
disputes through political and diplomatic 
means, adding that the sovereignty and 
security of Jordan and all other countries in 
the region should be respected.

Noting Jordan appreciates China’s 
impartial stance on Middle East affairs and its 
support for the just cause of Arab countries, 
King Abdullah II said Jordan is ready to 
maintain close communication with China 
and continue to make active efforts for de-
escalation.    – Xinhua

BEIJING – China’s top political advisor 
Wang Huning met with US delegates 
attending the third China-US Track 1.5 
Dialogue in Beijing yesterday.

Wang, a member of the Standing Committee 
of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee and chairman of 
the National Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, noted that in 
May this year, President Xi Jinping and visiting 
US President Donald Trump had held in-depth 
communications on major issues bearing on 
China-US relations as well as world peace and 
development.

China is ready to work with the United 
States to fully and faithfully implement the 
important consensus reached by the two heads 
of state, foster correct mutual understanding, 

respect each other’s core interests, strengthen 
practical cooperation across various fields, 
properly manage differences, and actively 
build a constructive China-US relationship of 
strategic stability, Wang said.

The US side said that the US-China 
relationship is at a special juncture, adding that 
the sound rapport between the two heads of state 
constitutes the most valuable and important 
part of bilateral ties. The US side agrees that 
both sides should act on the consensus of 
building a constructive US-China relationship 
of strategic stability, advance corporate 
cooperation, expand people-to-people and 
cultural exchanges, guard against risks such 
as those posed by artificial intelligence, and 
deliver benefits to both countries and the rest 
of the world.                – Xinhua

BEIJING – Hong Kong affairs are purely 
China’s internal affairs and China urges 
relevant parties to earnestly respect China’s 
sovereignty and the rule of law in Hong 
Kong, and stop the political manipulation 
and interference in the Hong Kong affairs and 
China’s internal affairs in any form, a foreign 
ministry spokesperson said yesterday.

Spokesperson Lin Jian made the remarks 
after the EU and certain countries including 
the United States have expressed their 
concerns in their statements and remarks 
regarding the case that Hong Kong’s High 
Court convicted the “Hong Kong Alliance” 
and its former leaders Lee Cheuk-yan, Ho 
Chun-yan and Chow Hang-tung of inciting 
subversion.

Certain countries and institutions used 
the judicial case to make malicious smears 

against Hong Kong and its rule of law, and 
interfered in China’s internal affair, Lin 
said, adding China firmly opposes it and has 
lodged serious protests.

Pointing out that the platform of “Hong 
Kong Alliance” is aimed at subverting state 
power at its core, and the facts concerning 
the defendants’ crimes are clear and the 
offense has caused serious harm, Lin said 
it’s legitimate and lawful for the government 
of Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR) to combat the activities 
endangering national security.

“Hong Kong upholds rule of law. The 
central government firmly supports the 
Hong Kong SAR in safeguarding national 
security and combating activities that 
endanger national security in accordance 
with the law,” he said.               – Xinhua

Xi calls on China, Jordan to further deepen alignment of 
development strategies

Xi puts forward 4 principles 
on Palestinian question

China’s top political advisor meets 
US delegates attending 3rd China-US 

Track 1.5 Dialogue

China urges relevant parties to stop 
political manipulation, interference 

in HK a!airs: spokesperson

President Xi Jinping (right) shakes hands with King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Abdullah II ibn Al 
Hussein, who is on a state visit to China, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.           – Xinhua 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) Central Committee, shakes hands with Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Kuwait, in Beijing, yesterday.                – Xinhua 
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Ben Strang
WELLINGTON – New 

Zealand’s government introduced 
legislation yesterday to ban under 
16s from using social media, 
joining a number of countries 
seeking to keep youngsters off sites 
such as Instagram and TikTok.

Australia implemented world-
first legislation banning children from 
social media in December, with the 
UK, France and others following suit.

Under New Zealand’s proposed 
law, firms like Meta could be fined 
up to 10 percent of their global 
revenue if they fail to comply.

“We simply cannot accept the 
harm being done to a generation 
of New Zealand children,” Prime 
Minister Christopher Luxon said.

“One in three children aged 
between 13 and 17 are now 
spending at least five hours on 
social media a day,” he said.

“Social media is exposing 
them to harmful content, addictive 
technology and pressures they are 
not equipped to deal with, and it’s 
affecting their family life, mental 
health, sleep and education.”

Luxon specifically called out 

platforms Instagram, TikTok, 
Snapchat and Facebook, saying 
they would be required to take 
“reasonable steps to check users 
are over the age of 16”.

They would have to use “existing 
account information, facial age 
estimation, digital ID services and 
formal ID” to verify age.

Platforms would also be 
required to assess the risks they 
pose as well as report on how those 
dangers are being reduced, with 
penalties slapped on companies 
that fail to comply.

Education Minister Erica 
Stanford said the Bill “places legal 
obligations on platforms”.

“No penalties are proposed 
for children, their parents or 
caregivers,” Stanford said.

‘Safety of young people at stake’
It’s unclear whether the bill 

will pass, as both National Party’s 
coalition partners – the libertarian 
ACT party and populist NZ First – 
have said they oppose it.

In a statement, the populist NZ 
First said they could not support the 
law given the “colossal failure” of 
the legislation in Australia, while 

ACT said they believed the law 
“won’t work” and that teenagers 
would easily get around the ban.

The main opposition party 
Labour has submitted a list of 
dozens of questions it wanted 
answered before deciding whether 
it would offer support – including 
how age verification will work and 
which platforms will be affected.

“We take this legislation very 
seriously,” spokesman Reuben 
Davidson said.

“The safety of young people in 
Aotearoa New Zealand is at stake 
and the risks they face in increasingly 
complex online environments are 
significant,” he added, using the 
Māori-language name for the country.

Australia banned under 
16s last year from the likes of 
Facebook, Instagram and TikTok, 
in a crackdown designed to protect 
children from online bullying and 
“predatory algorithms”.

A team of Australia-based 
researchers in a peer-reviewed 
study published in June found little 
evidence to suggest teenagers have 
turned away from social media as a 
consequence, however.    – AFP

SYDNEY – Australia’s Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese will 
seek to ban large data centres being 
built near schools, homes and farms 
when he meets with state leaders 
this week, according to plans seen 
by AFP yesterday.

Albanese’s government has pledged 
to rush through a national artificial 
intelligence law, likening its response 
to the data centre boom to Australia’s 
world-first teen social media ban.

The national AI law will also set 
rules for AI training, from copyright 
to security and safety, AFP was told 
ahead of Albanese’s meeting with 
state leaders tomorrow to agree on 
the nationwide legislation.

Australia’s largest state of New 
South Wales has said it is assessing 
26 new data centre projects worth 
AU$100 billion (US$71.7 billion).

The state already has 90 data 
centres operating after construction 
grew 65 percent annually over the 
past three years.

But a proposal to build a data 
centre in the World Heritage-listed 
Blue Mountains in close proximity 
to a school was withdrawn in June 
after community outcry.

Albanese is expected to outline 
national minimum standards for 
water and energy use by data centres 
and rules to minimise community 
impact by locating data centres 
away from homes, schools, prime 
farm land or potential housing sites.

At a business dinner today, he will 
argue that the data centre boom needs 
to maintain the support of communities.

“Hosting large-scale AI training 
data centres and unlocking frontier 
AI model training will help Australia 
capture a larger share of the economic 
value, technical capability and 
strategic influence of AI,” Albanese 
is expected to say, according to an 
excerpt of his speech.

“We must establish conditions 
to attract investment in frontier AI 
training, ensuring AI is developed 
safely, securely, and in ways that 
respect copyright and provide 
control and payment to the creative 
sector,” he will add.

US startup Anthropic has 
lobbied Australian officials to 
change copyright laws to assist the 
training of AI models – prompting 
a backlash from media companies, 
musicians and other creators. – AFP

PHNOM PENH – A herd 
of six wild Asian elephants, 
including a young calf, has been 
spotted wandering near a village 
in Cambodia’s northwestern Preah 
Vihear province, an environment 
spokesperson said yesterday.

Khvay Atitya, also an undersec-
retary of state for the Ministry of 
Environment, said the rare mam-
mals have been roaming adjacent 
to a forest within the Chheb-Preah 
Roka Wildlife Sanctuary in Tbeng 
Meanchey district since August 12.

Asian elephants are listed as 
endangered on the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Red List.

“Our team conducted a field 
survey and deployed drones to 
monitor the herd, which is currently 
about 3 km away from the village,” 
Atitya told Xinhua. “The elephants 
have been traveling and foraging 

without causing any conflicts or 
disruptions to the local community.”

To ensure the herd’s safety, 
conservationists have educated 
nearby villagers on elephant 
protection, he said, adding that 
residents are urged to avoid hunting 
and minimize conflicts with the herd.

Atitya emphasized that the ongoing 
presence of elephant herds brings hope 
to environmental groups, signaling the 
effectiveness of local forest protection 
and habitat conservation efforts.

According to ministry data, 
between 15 and 20 wild elephants 
live within the Chheb-Preah Roka 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Research by the Ministry of 
Environment and its conservation 
partners shows that the country’s 
protected areas provide a sustainable 
sanctuary for an estimated 400 to 600 
of these majestic animals, he said.

– Xinhua

JAKARTA – Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto yesterday ordered 
stronger measures to prevent forest 
and land fires, calling for tougher 
action against illegal burning and 
companies suspected of involvement.

Speaking at a meeting in 
Pekanbaru, Riau province, Prabowo 
reiterated that land clearing by 

burning is strictly prohibited 
and urged officials to educate 
communities about the risks.

Residents who need to clear land 
should report to local authorities so the 
government can assist them, he said.

Prabowo also instructed police, 
prosecutors and intelligence 
authorities to investigate companies 

suspected of involvement in land 
burning, warning that their business 
permits could be revoked.

Indonesia’s police authorities 
said Sunday that 72 individuals had 
been named suspects in 89 forest and 
land fire cases handled across nine 
provincial police jurisdictions from 
January 1 to August 21.       – Xinhua

MANILA – Students in San 
Antonio, a town in Zambales 
province north of Manila in the 
Philippines, were sent home 
yesterday morning after the mayor 
received a warning about an alleged 
plan to carry out a mass shooting.

Mayor Arvin Antipolo suspended 
classes at all 20 schools, alerted 
police and set up a command post, 
according to local media reports.

A self-described whistleblower 
sent the warning, saying unidentified 
individuals planned to attack schools. 

“This is no joke. Many people could 
be at risk,” he said.

Authorities are investigating 
the credibility of the threat and 
have yet to identify any suspects. 
Security measures remain in place.

– Xinhua

A cruise ship is docked at the Overseas Passenger Terminal in Sydney Harbour on a 
sunny winter day yesterday.                   – AFP

People wave Philippine flags before the arrival of Pope Leo XIV before a holy mass in the port of Rimini, Italy during a 
pastoral visit on Saturday.                  – AFP

NZ moves to ban social media 
for under-16s

Philippine town sends students home over 
reported shooting threat

Prabowo orders tougher action against 
land burning

Rare herd of wild Asian 
elephants spotted roaming 

near village in NW Cambodia

Australian PM wants to ban 
data centres near schools
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Paavan Mathema
KATHMANDU – Every 

morning Harka Man Gharti slices 
into the blue water of a swimming 
pool in Nepal’s capital Kathmandu, 
chasing a dream that stretches far 
beyond its 25 metres.

Unlike the swimmers around 
him who rely on long strokes of 
their arms, Gharti powers through 
his legs and torso because he does 
not have arms.

The 21-year-old is training with 
three other disabled swimmers who 
will represent Nepal in the Asian 
Para Games in Japan in October, 
chasing medals despite limited 
resources in the Himalayan country.

“It is not my hope, it is my 
target,” Gharti told AFP after 
finishing a gruelling session. 
“Just for a medal, I am giving 
everything... every possible thing.”

A decade ago an electrocution 
accident near a hydroelectric project 
in his native Baglung district in 
western Nepal changed his life 
forever, costing him both arms.

The tragedy that could have ended 
his ambitions instead helped forge his 
extraordinary determination.

What began as an experiment 
with competitive swimming in 
2020 soon became a passion and a 
career pathway.

“I love everything about 
swimming, whether competitive or 
just for enjoying,” he said.

At the hostel where he lives 
in Kathmandu a row of medals 
hangs above his bed, proof of a 
remarkable journey.

During training he concentrates 
on his technique and body position 
in the water. On race days a 
different instinct takes over.

“I don’t really think about the 
techniques or my body alignment,” 
he said. “I just go hard. I just push 
fast and I just want to push power. 
That’s it. I just think about speed 
and for speed I just kick harder and 
harder.”

Leg power
At last year’s Para Swimming 

World Series in Japan, Gharti’s 
times met the minimum qualifying 
standards for the Asian Para Games, 
earning him a chance to compete on 
one of the biggest sporting stages.

He will participate in the 
S5 classification, including the 
50-metre freestyle.

China’s Guo Jincheng holds 
the men’s 50m freestyle record at 
29.33 seconds in the category.

Sports facilities in Nepal are 
modest by international standards.

Para athletes in the country 
often face limited funding, scarce 
specialised infrastructure and a 
lack of competitive opportunities.

His coach, Subha Shrestha, 
believes Gharti’s greatest strength 
lies not in what he has lost, but in 
what he has built.

“When we don’t have even a 
single finger we feel the impact,” 
Shrestha said. “But he is working 
so hard with no hands.

“His feet are his pillars, his legs 
are very powerful.”

The wider significance of 
Gharti’s quest is not lost on Nepal’s 
para swimming community.

The nation has had only one Asian 
Para Games medallist, taekwondo 

athlete Palesha Goverdhan, who 
won bronze last time out before also 
claiming a medal in Paralympics.

For many years Nepali athletes 
have arrived at major competitions 
with modest expectations.

“In Nepal they often say 
that we go only for the sake of 
participation,” said Saroj Shrestha, 
president of the National Para 
Swimming Association of Nepal.

“But Harka and we both dream 
to do something in swimming that 
even able-bodied athletes have not 
been able to achieve.”

Inspiring others
Back on the pool deck, Gharti’s 

ambitions extend beyond sport.
Having recently completed 

high school, he plans to study 
computer science.

He navigates a computer with 
his toes, displaying the same 
determination that has become 
central to his swimming.

“Swimming is a platform for 
me where it is on me whether I can 
make my life better or not.

“Because if I hit a world record 
then of course my life will be 
better,” he said.

“Only then can I speak of 
inspiring anyone else.”   – AFP

This photograph taken on July 22 shows Nepalese para-swimmer Harka Man 
Gharti (left) swimming during a training session in Kathmandu.                        – AFP

ISLAMABAD – A group of 21 
former international cricket captains, 
including India’s Sunil Gavaskar 
and Kapil Dev, signed a letter to 
Pakistan’s government Sunday 
regarding the health care of jailed 
former prime minister Imran Khan.

Khan has been in jail since 2023 
and was sentenced late last year 
along with his wife to 17 years on 
corruption charges they both deny.

The 73-year-old, who was also a 
former Pakistan cricket captain, was 
transferred back to jail on Friday 
hours after he was taken to hospital 
for court-ordered medical checks.

The Supreme Court had ordered 
earlier in the week that Khan be taken 
to the private Shifa International 
Hospital in the capital Islamabad for 
treatment after his lawyers filed a 
petition over health concerns.

The cricket captains’ statement, 

which followed an earlier letter in 
February about Khan’s medical 
treatment, laid out three requests.

Firstly, they asked that the 
medical board directed by the 
Supreme Court “be permitted to 
complete a full and independent 
assessment” of Khan’s health, 
“particularly the reported loss of 
vision in his right eye”.

Secondly, they requested 
that the weekly visits by Khan’s 
family reinstated by the court “be 
honoured without interruption or 
administrative delay”.

Their final request was that 
the treatment mandated after the 
medical assessment “be provided 
without delay”.

Signatories also included 
Dilip Vengsarkar (India), Michael 
Atherton, Michael Brearley, Nasser 
Hussain, Andrew Strauss and David 

Gower (England), Allan Border, Ian 
Chappell, Belinda Clark, Adam 
Gilchrist, Steve Waugh and Kim 
Hughes (Australia), Clive Lloyd 
(West Indies) and John Wright 
(New Zealand).

Khan was prime minister from 
2018 to 2022 before being removed 
in a no-confidence vote during a 
political crisis over tensions between 
his government and Pakistan’s 
powerful military establishment.

He has since faced multiple 
legal cases on corruption and other 
charges.

Khan and his party, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf, maintain that the 
cases against him are politically 
motivated.

His arrest triggered nationwide 
protests in May 2023, some of 
which turned violent and led to 
hundreds of arrests.    – AFP

NEW DELHI – Indian police used 
excessive force, including electric 
shock devices and pellet guns, against 
youth-led protests that forced the 
education minister to resign last month, 
Amnesty International said yesterday.

A report from the rights’ group 
clashes with the police account that 
force was used only after protesters 
turned violent, and comes after 
India’s Supreme Court set up a panel 
on Thursday to investigate violence 
by both police and demonstrators.

Demonstrations in the capital 
New Delhi, triggered by the leak 
of the national medical entrance 
test, turned violent on July 20 when 
thousands of protesters attempted to 
march towards parliament.

Amnesty said witness testimony 
and visual evidence it had verified 
confirmed the use of “pellet-firing 
shotguns, tear gas launchers, 
grenades, batons and electric shock 
devices against protesters” in Delhi 
and the eastern state of Bihar.

Amnesty said it had also verified 
two instances of a police officer 
“unlawfully using lethal force 
against a crowd” in Bihar’s Siwan 
district. No one was killed.

“The weapons were deployed in 
a manner that breached international 
law and standards and domestic 
policing guidelines,” it added.

Amnesty said that there were 
“isolated incidents of protesters 
throwing stones”, but that the “heavy-
handed response was state-sanctioned 
violence masked as crowd control.”

Delhi Police said in a Supreme 
Court hearing last week they had 
used force only after protesters 
“resorted to violence”.

They said anti-social elements 
“masquerading as aggrieved students” 
caused “grievous injuries” to security 
forces.

On Friday, opposition leader 
Rahul Gandhi staged a sit-in 
outside a Delhi police station with 
a 19-year-old protester who said he 
was injured by pellets during the 
July 20 demonstration.

Gandhi demanded a police 
investigation into the shooting, and 
officers later registered a case over 
the complaint.

Led by the online Cockroach Janta 
Party, the protests broadened from 
anger over exam irregularities into a 
wider movement over unemployment, 
opportunities for young people and 
what critics describe as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s increasingly 
authoritarian rule.

The protests proved to be the 
biggest challenge that Modi has 
faced after winning a third term in 
2024.        – AFP

DHAKA – A Bangladesh appeals 
court upheld yesterday the death 
sentence for an ex-headteacher 
convicted of murdering a teenage 
student, who was burned alive after 
she accused him of sexual harassment, 
in a case that shocked the country.

The court also maintained the 
death penalty for a co-conspirator in 
the murder of Nusrat Jahan Rafi, while 
10 other defendants were acquitted.

The murder of the teen, who was 
doused in kerosene and set on fire after 
she made the harassment complaint 
against the head of her rural Islamic 
school, horrified Bangladesh.

Nusrat suffered burns to 80 
percent of her body and died in 
hospital four days later.

The former headteacher, SM Sir-
aj-Ud-Dowlah, is among the two sen-
tenced to hang. Four other defendants 
had their death penalties reduced to 
life terms by the appeals court.

Nusrat’s death triggered outrage 

across the nation, with protesters in 
the capital Dhaka staging days of 
demonstrations seeking “exemplary 
punishment” for the killers.

In 2019, a court sentenced 16 to 
death. But the high court acquitted 
10 yesterday, and reduced four death 
sentences to life imprisonment, 
rebuking the original court for handing 
out “wholesale death sentences”.

“The four tied Nusrat’s hands and 
legs, and doused her with kerosene to 
ensure her death,” Attorney General 
Md Ruhul Quddus Kazal told the court.

Nusrat’s family recorded a 
statement from her while she was 
being taken to Dhaka from the 
southeastern district of Feni with 
burns, and she later gave a dying 
declaration to a doctor.

Her older brother, Mahmudul 
Hasan, said the family was “receiving 
messages threatening retaliation” 
and begged the government “to 
ensure our security”.     – AFP

Sunni Muslim students from an Islamic seminary holding torches participate in a rally 
ahead of Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi celebrations in Islamabad, Pakistan on Sunday.        – AFP
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Mouctar Bah and Lucie Peytermann
CONAKRY – Rescuers operating giant 

excavators searched for victims of a deadly 
landfill collapse in Guinea yesterday in 
torrential rain, after residents said they had 
warned of the precarious situation that has 
now wiped out almost entire families.

Abou Hamza, an outraged resident of 
Conakry’s Dar es Salam neighbourhood 
where the collapse killed 31 people in the 
early hours of Sunday, said that locals had 
tried to alert Guinea’s authorities about the 
danger.

The garbage dump collapse in the capital 
suburb followed heavy rain, injuring more 
than 20 people and wiping away several 
homes.

Resident Cire Kallo told AFP he had lost 
his five children and that “my life stopped 
today, I no longer need life”.

Abdoul Soumah, a young man, said his 
mother, his brothers and his sister were killed.

Instant death, screaming, the wailing of 
those realising their loved ones had died: the 
residents of Dar es Salam were jolted into the 
sudden nightmare on Sunday.

“We young people did everything to 
prevent this. We organised meetings and 
invited officials, but they didn’t take the 
matter seriously,” Hamza, a youth community 
leader, told AFP at the scene.

“The state failed to take steps to close the 
dump,” Hamza said. “Yet they had promised 
us they would a year ago.”

Yesterday the site was completely 
cordoned off by security, and the grounds 
even muddier due to the pounding rain.

Dozens of people including children had 
desperately crowded at the top of the heaps 
alongside excavators on Sunday searching 

for survivors and the dead, while rescue 
teams travelled back and forth, carrying 
people on stretchers, escorted by distraught 
relatives.

Dozens of grieving women in a state 
of shock could be seen crying in anguish, 
comforting each other.

‘Everyone was screaming’
Alhassane Camara, a young neighbourhood 

resident, recounted the moment the landslide 
struck his home in the middle of the night, 
instantly killing his younger brother.

“I was sleeping with my two brothers... 

there were strange noises behind me. Then I 
saw things fall,” he said.

Of his brothers “there were two little ones: 
one died inside and we managed to get the 
other one out”, he said.

His mother, grandmother and sisters all 
got out as well: “It was God who helped us,” 
Camara said.

Another resident, Aboubacar Camara, 
appeared exhausted but said he had managed 
to save his family.

“Around 2 or 3 o’clock in the morning we 
heard a slide, screams outside, everyone was 
screaming,” he said.

Just as he stepped out of his home with his 
wife, a second slide occurred, sweeping away 
several young men from the neighbourhood 
who had gone to rescue victims of the first 
landslide, he said.

“Everyone who went there to help, they all 
ended up buried in it,” he said.

Resident Player Macire’s husband had 
gone to save people after the first collapse 
“and then, suddenly a second disaster buried 
the father of my children”, she said.

‘Tragedy’
More than 400 displaced people have 

been evacuated since Sunday evening and 
are being housed in a primary school set up 
to provide “shelter and emergency support” in 
the capital’s Dixinn neighbourhood, a source 
at the ministry of territorial administration 
told AFP.

Prime Minister Amadou Oury Bah visited 
the scene on Sunday, assuring that measures 
were being taken “to ensure medical care for 
the injured” and “assistance for those affected 
by this tragedy”.

In recent days, the government had 
announced operations to evacuate residents 
and secure the area surrounding the landfill 
due to risk of landslides.

The rainy season is particularly long and 
intense in the region.

Meanwhile, Cellou Dalein Diallo, a 
leading Guinean opposition figure and former 
prime minister currently living in exile, 
described the event as “a tragedy that plunges 
us into dismay”.

Former president Alpha Conde wrote on 
Facebook that “losing a loved one is already 
an immense ordeal. Losing five at once is a 
pain that words struggle to express”.     – AFP

Residents and rescuers use an excavator to search for bodies after a landslide struck the Dar es Salaam 
dumpsite overnight in Conakry on Sunday.                     – AFP 

ROME – A new documentary called “NAZA” from the same 
directors as the Oscar-winning Israeli-Palestinian production 
“No Other Land” will premiere at the Venice Film Festival next 
month, organisers said on Monday.

The film, which will be in competition for the Golden Lion 
award, is about “the systems behind Israel’s calculated mass 
killing of Palestinian civilians in Gaza,” according to a synopsis 
published on the film festival website.

The film is directed by Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor, two 
of the four co-directors of “No Other Land”, which tells the story 
of Palestinian activists trying to protect a cluster of villages in 
the occupied West Bank from demolition by the Israeli military.

NAZA is produced by The Guardian and James Wilson (JW 
Films) and executive-produced by Jonathan Glazer. Wilson and 
Glazer are the team behind the Oscar-winning film “The Zone of 
Interest” set in Auschwitz concentration camp.

The Guardian said NAZA is “an Israeli military acronym used 
euphemistically by Israeli intelligence to indicate the number of 
civilians that it expects will be killed in an airstrike”.

The film will be screened on September 10 in the presence 
of the directors, the producers, The Guardian journalists and the 
official delegation.

It is the only documentary among the 21 films competing for 
the Golden Lion Award at the 83rd Venice International Film 
Festival.

Palestinian militant group Hamas launched an attack on 
Israel on October 7, 2023, which resulted in the deaths of 1,221 
people, according to an AFP tally based on official Israeli figures. 
Militants also took 251 hostages to Gaza.

Israel’s retaliatory military campaign in Gaza has killed more 
than 73,000 people, according to the territory’s health ministry, 
which operates under Hamas authority and whose figures are 
considered reliable by the United Nations.

A ceasefire took hold in October but progress on permanently 
ending the war has stalled, and Israeli forces currently control 
nearly 70 percent of the territory.          – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – Alaskans 
have a choice: vote for Dan Sullivan 
number one or, as Dan Sullivan 
number three advises, Dan Sullivan 
number two?

The convergence of multiple 
people with the same first and last 
name has put a bizarre twist on the 
serious fight for a US Senate seat in 
the midterm elections this November.

On the Democratic side, it’s easy. 
The candidate is named Mary Peltola.

On the Republican side, the 
incumbent candidate is Senator Dan 
S. Sullivan. He has plenty of money 

and President Donald Trump’s 
backing.

But he also has a problem: a man 
called Dan J. Sullivan who also wants 
to run as a Republican.

The party has tried to force Dan 
J. out of the race, claiming the retired 
schoolteacher entered as a spoiler to 
confuse voters and draw support away 
from Dan S., thereby helping Peltola.

Dan J. Sullivan is persisting and 
Alaska’s top court ruled last month 
that he can stay in the race.

Now, Senator Sullivan is getting 
help from a former Republican mayor 

of Anchorage, who is urging voters to 
stay focused and back the right guy.

The mayor’s name?
Dan A. Sullivan – or, as he puts it, 

the original Sullivan.
“As the OG Dan Sullivan, I urge 

Alaskans to vote for Sen. Dan S. 
Sullivan. He’s been great for Alaska,” 
he posted on Facebook.

Only about 740,000 people live 
in Alaska, a gigantic territory more 
than double the size of Texas, and the 
close Senate race will help determine 
which party controls Congress after 
the midterms.           – AFP

MOSCOW – The Kremlin 
said yesterday that  Britain was 
preventing peace in Ukraine by 
giving Kyiv information needed to 
produce SCALP long-range missiles, 
and threatened to destroy plants 
manufacturing them.

The warning came as British Prime 
Minister Andy Burnham pledged 
to keep backing Ukraine militarily 
during a visit to Kyiv.

The British government has 
said it would authorise defence firm 
MBDA to release information on UK 
components used in the Franco-British 
missile, so that Kyiv could produce 
them domestically.

When asked about the SCALP 
blueprints, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told reporters, 
that “Britain is methodically and 
regularly throwing oil on the fire and 
methodically and regularly plotting 
schemes to prevent even the slightest 
progress in the peace process.”

“Our armed forces are carrying 
out work accordingly, gathering the 
relevant intelligence to identify the 
production sites of such missiles and 
other military equipment, and taking 
measures to destroy these facilities,” 
Peskov said.

The SCALP missile is a long-
range, cruise missile capable of hitting 

targets around 250 kilometres away.
France and Britain have supplied 

the weapon to Ukraine since Russia 
launched its full-scale offensive in 
2022, but Kyiv has not yet produced 
them domestically.

Burnham visited Kyiv yesterday 
for Ukraine’s Independence Day 
commemorations and vowed to 
maintain Britain’s military backing for 
the government.

“Despite Russia’s outrageous 
threats to my country, we will continue 
our support for Ukraine’s defence,” 
Burnham said in a speech given ahead 
of a meeting of Ukraine’s Western 
backers.                – AFP, MPD
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Beiyi Seow
WASHINGTON, DC – US 

President Donald Trump said 
yesterday that he would double tariffs 
on Canadian vehicles beginning next 
year, as the neighbouring countries 
spiral towards an escalating trade war.

“On January First, 2027, Tariffs 
on all Cars, Trucks, both large and 
small, Automotive Parts, and Steel, 
will be increased to 50%,” Trump 
wrote on his Truth Social platform.

The current US tariff impacting 
Canadian autos stands at 25 percent 
for non-US content, while imported 
steel to the United States generally 
faces a 50-percent duty.

US automakers did not immedi-
ately respond to queries on the matter.

Trump’s latest threat comes after 
the North American neighbours 
failed on Friday to reach a deal to 

avert new 50-percent US tariffs on 
select Canadian goods. The duties 
took effect on Saturday.

Canadian Prime Minister 
Mark Carney has since announced 
retaliatory tariffs targeting the 
United States after walking away 
from what he called a “bad deal.”

The new Canadian tariffs will 
target US steel and dairy industries, 
while also covering sectors like 
agricultural equipment, pulp and 
paper, as well as electronics.

Canada’s response is set to take 
effect on September 8.

The United States is by far 
Canada’s biggest trading partner, 
with Canadian exports to its 
neighbour representing 70 percent 
of its overall total.

Trump’s tariffs are already 
having a deep impact on key 

Canadian industries such as the 
steel and auto industries.

Canada is the United States’ 
second biggest trading partner in 
goods this year, behind Mexico, 
according to Census Bureau data.

‘We don’t need Canada’
The Angus Reid Institute noted 

that three in four Canadians supported 
the Carney government’s decision to 
walk away from trade talks.

In poll findings released on 
Sunday, the research group added 
however that two in five have some 
fear about their jobs.

The White House had alleged 
“discriminatory treatment” by 
Canada against US alcohol, 
automobile and dairy products in 
rolling out the 50-percent tariffs.

Trump delayed their implemen-

tation by three days last week as 
Washington and Ottawa intensified 
talks towards a deal.

Top Canadian negotiator 
Dominic LeBlanc and his team were 
at US Trade Representative Jamieson 
Greer’s office in Washington for 
hours on Thursday and Friday.

However, both sides failed to 
reach an agreement after talks that 
continued late into Friday night.

The latest duties hit about 5.5 
percent of Canadian goods entering 
the United States, or some US$20 
billion worth of products ranging 
from hockey sticks to cement.

Trump charged yesterday that 
“Canada has been ripping off the 
United States of America for years,” 
adding that “we don’t need Canada, 
they need us.”

Greer told The New York Times on 

Saturday that the Trump administration 
had offered to eliminate a 10-percent 
tariff on softwood lumber, and reduce 
the 25-percent autos tariff.

Washington was also ready to 
cut steel tariffs from 50 percent 
to 25 percent for the majority of 
Canadian steel, according to Greer.

Both sides have yet to schedule 
further negotiations, with Carney 
saying late Friday that he had 
decided to suspend trade talks with 
the United States.

Besides the tariffs fight, the 
United States and Canada also have 
to agree on revisions to the US-
Mexico-Canada free trade agreement 
(USMCA) which Trump has declined 
to renew in its current form.

Trump’s threats to make Canada 
the 51st US state have also antagonised 
many Canadians.      – AFP

PARIS – French hard-left presi-
dential candidate Jean-Luc Mélen-
chon may have the best chance of 
reaching the run-off against far-
right leader Marine Le Pen in next 
spring’s election, a new poll showed 
yesterday, underscoring the increas-
ingly polarised nature of the race.

Mélenchon, the 75-year-old 
party leader of France Unbowed 
(LFI), was more likely to reach 
the second round than centre-right 
former prime minister Edouard 
Philippe, the Harris-Interactive-
Toluna poll commissioned by 
broadcasters M6 and RTL showed.

Philippe had been widely seen 
as the candidate best placed to reach 
the run-off and challenge Le Pen 
in the race to succeed President 
Emmanuel Macron after his second 
term in office.

Instead, the poll showed French 
voters left with a choice between 
the two extremes in the second 
round, with Le Pen still projected to 
ultimately win the presidency.

The findings underscore the 
increasingly polarised race to 
succeed Macron, as candidates from 
across the political spectrum jostle 
for position ahead of the election.

The poll showed that the 
divisive Mélenchon would advance 

to the second round against Le Pen 
in three of five possible first-round 
scenarios, while in a fourth he would 
be neck and neck with Philippe.

Only one scenario would see 
Philippe overtake Mélenchon party 
to reach the runoff.

Mélenchon is polling at between 
16 and 17 percent, up from 12 percent 
in April, according to the survey of 
more than 1,700 French adults.

Le Pen remains comfortably ahead, 
with between 35 and 38 percent of 
voting intentions, according to the poll.

She was projected to win 
regardless of her second-round 
opponent, securing 68 percent against 
Mélenchon’s 32 percent and 55 
percent against Philippe’s 45 percent.

Philippe’s support has fallen three 
points over the past month to 17 
percent in a scenario where he is the 
sole candidate from the centrist bloc.

A member of the team of another 
centrist candidate, former prime 
minister Gabriel Attal, told reporters 
the results showed Philippe was falling 
short “in his bid to act as a bulwark” 
against Mélenchon and Le Pen.

Mélenchon has previously run 
for France’s top job three times, 
coming in fourth in the 2012 and 
2017 elections, and third in the last 
polls in 2022.      – AFP

LONDON – British police 
said yesterday they had arrested 
12 people after a car pursued by 
police crashed while driving the 
wrong way on a major road, killing 
five youths and two officers.

The deaths on Saturday came 
as officials warned of a trend 
for young people to carry out 
dangerous driving stunts to post on 
social media. However, police on 
Monday denied the collision was 
linked to filming for the TikTok 
online platform.

Police in the Cleveland area 
of northeast England said there 
was “no evidence to indicate that 
filming of the activities on Friday 
night and Saturday morning has 
taken place for the purposes of 
TikTok”.

The police revealed that 
officers were chasing two cars 
with cloned plates when the deadly 
accident occurred. It added that 12 
people have since been arrested 
on suspicion of participating in an 

organised crime group and weapon 
possession.

The crash came days after five 
teenagers were killed in Ireland 
while their car drove the wrong 
way on a motorway.

Irish police chief Justin Kelly 
commented that “what makes this 
reckless behaviour even more 
appalling is that in some cases it is 
being done for social media”.

British Prime Minister Andy 
Burnham said yesterday – while 
visiting Kyiv – that “anybody 
who glorifies dangerous driving 
is doing something that’s truly 
reprehensible and unacceptable”.

Downing Street said the 
government had “raised the issue 
of this appalling content with social 
media companies”, including 
TikTok.

Britain’s communications reg-
ulator Ofcom last month launched 
an investigation into whether Tik-
Tok, owned by Chinese company 
ByteDance, is doing enough under 

UK law to protect children from 
harmful content, focusing on its 
age checks.

According to TikTok, it strictly 
prohibits content that could cause 
significant physical harm including 
dangerous driving and proactively 
removes such content.

Ofcom said in a statement 
sent to AFP yesterday that under 
the Online Safety Act, “platforms 
must minimise children’s exposure 
to violent material and content 
promoting dangerous challenges”.

The watchdog said it had 
shown it would “take action if 
evidence suggests companies are 
falling short”.

National Highways for England 
told AFP that there were 947 
reports of wrong-way driving in 
the year ending May 2026, slightly 
down on the previous year.

Irish police told AFP there 
have been 62 such incidents so far 
this year with no marked recent 
increase.      – AFP

BRUSSELS – Belgian 
comedian Noël Godin, who made 
a name throwing custard pies at 
celebrities from French film legend 
Jean-Luc Godard to tech titan Bill 
Gates, has died at the age of 80, his 
partner told AFP yesterday.

Nicknamed “the Glooper” for 
his cries of “Gloop! Gloop!” after 
each strike, Godin spent more than 
three decades lobbing pies at rich 
and famous targets he felt needed 
bringing down a notch.

He died on Sunday morning, 
his partner Sylvie Broodthaers told 
AFP.

Describing himself as an 
“anarcho-confectioner,” Godin 
began his campaign with a pie 
in the face of author Marguerite 
Duras in 1969.

His high-profile targets went 
on to include the future French 
president Nicolas Sarkozy in 1997 

– although in that case he had an 
accomplice lob the actual pie for 
fear of being recognised.

Godin’s pie-throwing movement 
hit global headlines the following 
year after a successful hit on 
Microsoft boss Gates – inspiring 
successors including the Taart 
movement in The Netherlands, the 
Biotic Baking Brigade in the United 
States or the “Entartistes” in Canada.

But he once told AFP he 
systematically refused contract pie 
attacks, even when offered “a lot of 
money” to target A-listers Sharon 
Stone and Catherine Deneuve at 
the Cannes Film Festival.

“We’re not mercenaries,” he 
said in a 2021 interview, describing 
himself as pursuing “a burlesque 
form of pacifism.”

“An aggressive pacifism, 
obviously, but we only bruise our 
victims’ egos,” he said.

A 2002 hit on the French 
presidential candidate Jean-Pierre 
Chevènement – with a pineapple-
flavoured missile at the Paris 
book fair – would lead custard-pie 
throwing to be ruled a criminal 
offence.

Convicted and fined after the 
Chevènement strike, Godin’s case 
went all the way to France’s top 
court, where he lost his final appeal 
– with more than 1,000 supporters 
throwing a raucous fundraising 
party to cover his legal costs.

Godin’s target of choice over 
the years was the flamboyant 
French philosopher Bernard 
Henri-Lévy, hit no fewer than eight 
times between 1985 and 2015, not 
counting copycat attacks by others 
around the world.

“To be honest, when he is no 
longer around, I’ll be at a loss,” 
Godin quipped to AFP.   – AFP

Trump says to double tari!s on Canada autos 
as trade "ght heats up

UK police arrest 12 after deadly wrong-way crash

Belgian pie-thrower, scourge of celebrities, 
dies at 80

French poll shows Le Pen’s 
biggest challenger may be hard 

left’s Mélenchon

Hard-left French presidential election candidate Jean-Luc Mélenchon delivers a 
speech at a summer conference hosted by this “France Unbowed” (LFI) party in 
Chateauneuf-sur-Isere, near Valence, southeastern France on Sunday.               – AFP
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CARACAS – The head of Venezuela’s 
legislature on Saturday announced the 
launch of an investigation into opposition 
lawmaker Antonio Ecarri after he proposed 
dollarising the country’s economy – a 
plan recommended by a prominent US 
economist.

National Assembly President Jorge 
Rodríguez said in a statement that he had 
launched the probe “to determine the 
offences committed” by Ecarri.

He also announced that Ecarri had been 
removed from his position as leader of the 
Venezuela-US Parliamentary Friendship 
Group.

Although the US dollar is widely used 
in Venezuela, abandoning the bolívar could 
be viewed by nationalists as an erosion 
of sovereignty and a symbol of increased 
dependence on the United States.

Rodríguez, who is the brother of 
Venezuela’s interim president Delcy 
Rodríguez, called the dollarisation proposal 
“stupid” during a Friday assembly session. 
Ecarri was not present.

Delcy Rodríguez assumed power in 
January after US forces captured then-
president Nicolás Maduro.

In the months since, the government 
in Caracas has actively cooperated with 
the administration of US President Donald 
Trump, particularly on the opening of 
Venezuela’s energy sector to private and 
foreign capital.

Ecarri, who heads the centrist opposition 
Lápiz  (“Pencil”) party, said on Friday on 
X that he was working on a proposal to 
“move toward the formal dollarisation of 
the Venezuelan economy,” on the advice 
of economist Steve Hanke, a professor at 

Johns Hopkins University.
Hanke is a leading expert on 

hyperinflation and has advised troubled 
economies contending with inflationary 
pressure and black-market exchange rates.

Ecarri has said that “dollarisation would 
help curb inflation and close the exchange 
rate gap that is eroding Venezuelans’ 
purchasing power.”

Hanke had already proposed dollarisation 
away from the bolívar in the 1990s shortly 
before leftist leader Hugo Chávez came to 
power in 1999 and promoted socialism.

On Friday, Hanke took to X to 
promote his proposal, saying he measured 
Venezuela’s current inflation at a “crushing” 
354.1 percent per year.

“To crush inflation, Venezuela must 
ditch the bolívar and dollarise,” he wrote in 
all caps.      – AFP

Venezuelan presidential candidate Antonio Ecarri delivers 
a speech on June 20, 2024. Ecarri has been under 
investigation since Saturday by the National Assembly 
(parliament) for proposing the dollarisation of Venezuela’s 
economy. He made the proposal on Friday.    – AFP 

CARACAS – American embassy officials 
said last week that the US State Department 
plans to work with Congress to provide US$57 
million in funding to a renowned Venezuelan 
music institution.

The funds will help Fundación Musical 
Simón Bolívar, better known as El Sistema, 
complete a teacher training centre and support 
associated cultural educational programming, 
an US embassy statement said.

El Sistema, founded in 1975, is a hub 
for music and arts education in the Latin 
American nation which has declined in recent 
years due to a lack of investment.

The US State Department “is proud to help 
revitalise and reinvigorate this key cultural 
institution,” the statement said, as part of 

the Trump administration’s “commitment to 
Venezuela’s long-term recovery and economic 
stabilisation.”

After years of hostility and tough economic 
sanctions, the US is working with Venezuela’s 
interim president Delcy Rodríguez, who assumed 
power in January after the capture of former 
leader Nicolás Maduro in a US military operation.

Rodríguez runs Venezuela under strong 
pressure from Washington which has pushed 
the government to undertake economic 
reforms and open up the oil industry.

Venezuela was recently rocked by 
twin earthquakes that flattened entire 
neighbourhoods, killing more than 2,000 
people – after which the US pledged US$300 
million in aid.        – AFP

PANAMA CITY – The Panama Canal 
will cut the number of ships passing through 
it starting next month because of drought 
caused by the El Niño phenomenon, the 
operator of the strategic waterway linking the 
Atlantic and Pacific said last week.

From September 3, the number of vessels 
allowed through each day will fall from 36 
to 34 due to low water levels in two artificial 
lakes that feed the canal, the Panama Canal 
Authority said on Thursday.

It will drop to 32 from September 15 on, 
the agency said.

Central America is in the throes of a 
severe drought driven by El Niño, a weather 
pattern that warms surface temperatures in the 
central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, 
triggering worldwide changes in winds, 
atmospheric pressure and rainfall.

In the area of the canal rainfall from May 
to August is down by 34 percent from its 
historical average, the authority said, adding 
that El Nino could cut it even more.

The Panama Canal handles five percent of 
global maritime trade and around 40 percent 
of US container traffic.

The canal operator said that “lower than 
forecast rainfall in the canal’s watershed” 
called for measures to bolster the “long-term 
sustainability” of the waterway.

It has already implemented other water 
conservation measures, such as lowering the 

maximum draft – the vessel’s depth in the 
water – for the largest ships.

In 2023 the water level in the lakes feeding 
the canal was so low the waterway’s operators 
cut the daily ship transit number from 38 to 22.

It said on Thursday that with the upcoming 
reduction, waiting times for ships trying to 
get through without making a reservation 
beforehand will increase.

Nine of 10 ships using the canal do so 
with a reservation, and the remaining slots are 
auctioned off.

Before the Iran war the average winning 
bid in these auctions was US$135,000. But in 
April one shipping company eager to use the 
canal paid a whopping US$4 million.

The operator said it does not rule out 
further restrictions on shipping depending on 
how much it rains in the coming weeks.

The US-built canal’s main users are the 
United States, China, Japan, Chile and South 
Korea.

Water is a touchy issue in Panama because 
the lakes that feed the canal also provide water 
for half the population of 4.2 million people.

El Niño occurs on average every two to 
seven years.

This year’s El Niño is shaping up as one of 
the strongest on record.

On Wednesday, the government of 
Honduras placed 80 percent of that Central 
American country on drought alert.      – AFP

MEXICO CITY – A Mexican state 
governor, who is wanted by the United States 
on drug trafficking charges, announced on 
Saturday that he was stepping down again, 
one day after returning to office.

Sinaloa governor Rubén Rocha Moya 
shared a document on X asking the state 
congress to authorise “a temporary leave of 
absence of indefinite duration, exceeding 30 
days.”

Rocha had said on Friday on the same 
platform that he was resuming leadership of 
Sinaloa state, a role he stepped away from 
in May to face an investigation by Mexican 
prosecutors.

His announcement drew criticism from 
President Claudia Sheinbaum who said on 
Saturday that “no personal interest can ever 
be placed above the interests of the people” 
and of Mexico, without explicitly naming 
anyone in her X post.

“Power without principles becomes 
arrogance; power without limits, abuse.”

When questioned by journalists about 
Rocha, the leftist leader referred them to her 
post.

“I found out through his tweet,” 
Sheinbaum told reporters of his return to his 
job. “I just put out a post on X; that’s all I 
have to say.”

The US Justice Department charged 
Rocha and nine other officials of the ruling 
Morena party in April and demanded their 
extraditions for allegedly colluding with the 
infamous Sinaloa Cartel to distribute drugs 
inside the United States.

It was the first time the US had publicly 
charged a sitting Mexican politician.

Rocha on Friday insisted he had “committed 
no crime” and was returning to office “with 
a clear conscience and head held high.”

The 77-year-old is an ally of Sheinbaum 
and very close to her mentor, former 
president Andrés Manuel López Obrador.

Using the threat of tariffs, US President 
Donald Trump is demanding that Mexico 
redouble its efforts in the war on drugs.

The Republican frequently claims 
Mexico is governed by politicians linked 
to drug trafficking and has offered military 
support to Sheinbaum, who has rejected any 
such intervention.      – AFP

Panama Canal to reduce shipping 
over El Niño-fuelled drought

Mexican governor facing US drug 
charges says leaving o!ce again

Venezuela probes lawmaker who proposed 
dollarising economy

US pledges US$57 million to 
Venezuelan music institute
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LONDON – UEFA 
chief Aleksander Ceferin 
says he is “not interested” 
in replacing Gianni 

Infantino but warned the under-fire 
FIFA president must quit or face a 
leadership challenge.

Infantino has come under increas-
ing pressure to step down as head of 
world football’s governing body over 
his now-abandoned plan to secure 
private investment in FIFA tourna-
ments, including the World Cup.

UEFA, which oversees 
European football, has threatened a 
boycott of FIFA competitions with 
several continental and national 
federations also withdrawing their 
support for Infantino.

But Ceferin ruled himself out of 
a bid to take Infantino’s place, the 
58-year-old Slovenian yesterday 
telling The Rest is Politics podcast: 
“I’m not interested because of two 
reasons.

“One reason is that I love UEFA 
and I love working here, and I think 
that at a certain point... it’s time to 
also enjoy life a bit.

“And the second point is, my 
credibility is much, much higher if 
I’m not interested in the position.”

Ceferin has been vocal in his 
criticism since Infantino revealed 
his controversial plans to seek 
private investment in a company to 
run FIFA tournaments.

He now believes Infantino’s 
previously impregnable position is 
under threat, with Ceferin forecasting 
the Swiss will have to stand down 
or face a leadership challenge if he 
seeks re-election at the next FIFA 

Congress, in Morocco in March.
Infantino, a former UEFA 

secretary general, had the broad 
backing of European nations when 
he succeeded Sepp Blatter as FIFA 
president in 2016.

But Ceferin, who revealed he 
has not spoken to Infantino since the 
start of the controversy, insisted the 
current situation was very different.

“There are two options,” he said.
“One option is that he (Infantino) 

realises that he doesn’t have the 
support, and that’s not only a political 
support of the ones who vote, but 
the political support of the football 
community, the political support 
of fans, the political support of the 
players, former players, coaches.

“And the second option, that he 
goes to the elections in March, but in 
that case I think he will have a candidate 
against him. I don’t know yet who.”

CONCACAF president Victor 
Montagliani and AFC boss Sheikh 

Salman bin Ebrahim al-Khalifa are 
considered two of the most likely 
challengers for Infantino’s position.

Infantino ‘support’
Infantino was in the Dominican 

Republic over the weekend for 
meetings with local and regional 
football officials, despite Montagliani 
reportedly asking him to stay away 
from a youth tournament there.

In video remarks released by 
FIFA on Sunday, the 56-year-old 
Infantino appeared to reference the 
furore surrounding him.

“It’s important to engage, to 
have a dialogue, to express views 
and opinions,” he said.

“A lot has been happening the last 
few weeks and it’s important that you 
hear, you listen, and you’re able to also 
express what your feelings are.

“So I think overall positive, very, 
very happy with all the support I get 
here.”       – AFP

UEFA’s Ceferin tells Infantino to go, but 
‘not interested’ in replacing him

FIFA President Gianni Infantino (left) speaks with UEFA President Aleksander Ceferin 
after addressing the 50th UEFA Ordinary Congress in Brussels on February 12. – AFP

PARIS – Former 
Cameroon star Sam-
uel Eto’o has thrown 

his support behind beleaguered 
FIFA president Gianni Infantino, 
saying he “hasn’t done anything 
wrong” despite facing mounting 
pressure to step down over a con-
troversial World Cup sell-off plan.

Infantino has come under 
intense scrutiny since the collapse 
of a proposal to secure private 
investment in FIFA tournaments, 
including the World Cup.

UEFA, which oversees 
European football, has threatened a 
boycott of FIFA competitions with 
several continental and national 
federations also withdrawing their 
support for Infantino.

However, Eto’o, president of the 
Cameroonian football federation, 
dismissed criticism of Infantino’s 
leadership, suggesting the backlash 
was driven largely by political 
manoeuvring ahead of FIFA’s 
presidential election next year.

“I don’t think that President 
Gianni Infantino has done anything 
wrong,” the former Barcelona, Inter 
Milan and Chelsea striker told CNN.

“I think the timing of all of 
that is because there’s an election 
coming out.”

Infantino’s plan, which would 
reportedly have distributed substantial 

funding to FIFA’s 211 member 
associations, faced strong opposition 
from several confederations and was 
ultimately abandoned.

The FIFA president remains 
under pressure, with the possibility 
of a no-confidence vote being 
triggered. UEFA, the Asian Football 
Confederation and CONCACAF - 
which governs North and Central 
America and the Caribbean - have 
all voiced concerns over FIFA’s 
direction in recent weeks.

But the Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) earlier this 
month “unanimously reconfirmed 
its support” for Infantino, and 
Eto’o’s backing is aligned with 
that position.

“President Gianni Infantino 
has changed football,” said Eto’o, 
urging fellow African countries to 
support the Swiss official.

“He’s given opportunities to 
nations that didn’t have those 
opportunities to take part in the most 
beautiful tournament, the World 
Cup. He enabled smaller nations to 
get seats at these competitions.

“He has helped our continent. 
He’s helped our federations to develop 
much more quickly, and we need to 
acknowledge that. We need to accept 
and recognise what he’s done, and 
we should support him for everything 
he’s done up to now.”     – AFP

WASHINGTON – Swiss 
striker Breel Embolo has 
signed for Atlanta United, 

the Major League Soccer club 
announced Sunday, in a deal 
reportedly worth US$18 million.

The Switzerland international 
joins Atlanta from French Ligue 1 
side Rennes on a deal running until 
2030, in one of the most expensive 
transfers in MLS history.

Cameroon-born Embolo starred 
for Switzerland at this summer’s 
World Cup, starting every game and 
scoring twice as his nation reached 
the quarter-finals.

Embolo was controversially sent 
off in Switzerland’s loss to eventual 
finalists Argentina, receiving a 

second yellow card on video review 
for simulation.

Sporting director Chris 
Henderson said Atlanta was “pleased 
to bring a player with Breel’s 
combination of talent and experience 
at the highest levels of world soccer.”

The MLS has a host of 
international stars, but many like 
Lionel Messi and Son Heung-min 
are in the latter stages of their careers.

“At age 29, he’s coming off a 
strong performance at the World Cup 
with Switzerland and has a proven 
track record of goal contributions 
in multiple top European leagues,” 
Henderson said of Embolo.

Atlanta currently sit rock-bottom 
15th in the MLS Eastern Conference, and 

have struggled badly in front of goal.
Last year the club splashed 

US$22 million on Ivory Coast striker 
Emmanuel Latte Lath from English 
Championship side Middlesbrough.

He failed to fire, netting just twice 
this year, and has been loaned to Ger-
man Bundesliga side Union Berlin.

Embolo - who has also played 
for AS Monaco and Borussia 
Mönchengladbach - was nearly 
deprived of the chance to participate 
in this summer’s World Cup.

He was initially denied boarding 
to the co-host United States over a 
conviction years earlier, but received 
a visa days later once authorities 
had verified the altercation was non-
violent.       – AFP

Eto’o urges support for embattled 
FIFA president Infantino

Swiss forward Embolo joins Atlanta United

LIVERPOOL – 
Virgil van Dijk said 

Liverpool “need to show a reaction” 
from a bitterly disappointing 
season that cost Arne Slot his job 
as manager, but called for patience 
with new boss Andoni Iraola.

The Reds needed a 99th-minute 
equaliser from the penalty spot by 
Dominik Szoboszlai to rescue a 2-2 
draw at Newcastle on the opening 
weekend of the Premier League 
season.

Slot guided Liverpool to glory 
and a 20th league title in his debut 
campaign in 2024/25, but paid the 
price for finishing fifth last season 
when he was dismissed in May.

Many of the same flaws were in 
evidence in Iraola’s first outing at 
St James’ Park as Newcastle sliced 
open the Liverpool defence on the 
counter-attack.

But they twice came from 
behind to avoid a losing start to the 
new season.

“It’s absolutely normal in any 
type of profession, work, whatever 
you do, if you come in new and 
you have new plans and new ideas, 
then it takes a bit of time with new 
players,” said Van Dijk.

“It’s down to us to do it as soon as 
we can, as soon as possible, because 
we want to improve, we want to win, 
we want to be better. That’s what we 
are going to try to do.

“We need to show a reaction 
from last year, that we are much 

better than last year, because this 
was very unacceptable.”

Iraola has not been aided by a 
lack of new arrivals in the transfer 
market.

Despite the departure of 
club legend Mohamed Salah 
and a long-term injury to Hugo 
Ekitike, Liverpool have only 
added Spanish winger Victor 
Munoz in attacking areas as well 
as defenders Jeremy Jacquet and 
Ronald Araujo.

Paris Saint-Germain’s two-time 
Champions League winner Bradley 
Barcola has been linked with a 
move to Anfield, while two bids for 
Brighton winger Yankuba Minteh 
have reportedly been turned down.

“Everyone wants to see quality 
arrive regardless and I fully trust the 
club and the board to make the right 
decisions,” Van Dijk added.

“That’s the only thing I can say, 
so let’s see what we are going to 
do.”       – AFP

Liverpool must improve on ‘unacceptable’ season, says Van Dijk

Liverpool players line up in front of a giant tifo honouring their and Newcastle 
United’s former player Kevin Keegan ahead of the English Premier League 
match against Newcastle United at St James’ Park in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
north east England on Sunday.
Former Newcastle United, Liverpool and England star Keegan died in the 
summer, aged 75 after battling cancer. He was regarded as one of the greatest 
players of his generation.                                          – AFP



India’s Dhruv Jurel (centre) 
shakes hands with Sri 
Lankan players at the end of 
the first innings during the 
second day of the second 
Test cricket match between 
Sri Lanka and India at the 
Sinhalese Sports Club 
Ground in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka yesterday.
India took control on the 
second day of the second 
Test against Sri Lanka 
yesterday, posting 503-9 
declared before claiming 
two quick wickets to leave 
the hosts reeling at 8–2.
The day belonged to Dhruv 
Jurel (115 not out), whose second Test hundred helped India tighten their grip on the contest.
Sri Lanka trail by 495 runs, having lost opener Lahiru Udara (one) to a brilliant diving catch by Yashasvi 
Jaiswal at third slip on a rain-hit day at Colombo’s Sinhalese Sports Club ground. – AFP

South African Zolani Tete 
celebrates his win over 
Japan’s Teiru Kinoshita 
after their IBF super-
flyweight title match in 
Kobe on July 18, 2014.
South African police 
said yesterday they had 
arrested four people 
in connection with the 
murder of two-time boxing 
world champion Tete, who 
was gunned down last 
week.
Tete, 38, was attacked on 
the evening of August 21 as 
he returned to his home in 
Mdantsane in the Eastern 
Cape province, South 
Africa.                        – AFP
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Cycling

FONT-ROMEU, France – Stage three of 
the Vuelta a Espana was abandoned inside the 
final few kilometres because of a dangerous 
hailstorm yesterday.

Riders, including red jersey-wearing race 
leader Tadej Pogacar, pulled off the road to 
take shelter in a hotel amid the severe weather 
conditions in the Pyrenees.

Mats Wenzel and Lorenzo Fortunato had 
been leading ahead of the peloton when the 
decision was made.

Riders were reaching the top of the pen-
ultimate climb on the way to the Font Romeu 
finish line at the end of the 174-kilometre 

course from Gruissan.
Conditions had been fine at the start, with 

six riders attacking early on, including Soudal 
Quick-Step’s Ethan Hayter, who was pipped 
by Pogacar in the opening stage individual 
time-trial.

The breakaway extended their advantage 
to more than two-and-a-half minutes but the 
peloton gradually reeled the escapees back in, 
with Pogacar’s UAE Team Emirates-XRG squad 
working hard to keep the gap under control.

Crosswinds split the peloton on the 
exposed roads, with general classification 
contender Felix Gall suffering, but the 
Austrian managed to recover.

With around 60km remaining, riders 

could see the dark clouds and rainy conditions 
awaiting them ahead, and which ultimately 
forced the stage to be abandoned.

Rain and then hail lashed down with around 
25km remaining as UAE picked up the pace to 
close down three riders still out in front.

Wenzel was soon the last man standing 
from the breakaway as he kept plugging away 
despite the inclement weather, and he was 
joined by Fortunato.

Some riders in the bunch pulled to the side 
of the road to take shelter from the hailstones, 
while Pogacar called for the peloton to turn 
off route and head into a nearby hotel.

Race organisers then confirmed the stage 
had been abandoned because of the weather.

Stage four starts and finishes in Andorra 
today, running 104.8km in the mountains 
with several categorised climbs, which 
should provide a solid indication of which 
riders expect to finish high in the general 
classification.

Slovenian cycling superstar Pogacar, 
a five-time Tour de France winner, is the 
overwhelming favourite to win the race and 
complete the set of Grand Tour victories, 
having won the Giro d’Italia in 2024.

Only a major upset will prevent him fin-
ishing the race in Granada on September 13 
as the ninth rider to complete the feat and only 
the fourth to do a Tour-Vuelta double in the 
same season.        – AFP

Tennis

CINCINNATI - Arthur Fils surged past 
Frances Tiafoe 6-3, 1-6, 6-0 to win his first 
ATP Masters 1000 title in Cincinnati on 
Sunday.

The 22-year-old bagged his biggest career 
title and, with the US Open starting in one 
week, he is projected to jump from 21st in the 
world rankings to a career-high 11th.

Fils was on his phone to his parents only 
seconds after securing the victory, calling 
his father back home after becoming the first 
French player to win a Masters 1000 since 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga in Toronto in 2014.

“That was my dad on the phone, now I 
need to call my mom,” the delighted winner 
said at the trophy ceremony, lamenting only 
that his father missed one of his tournaments 
for the first time this year.

“Wow, that feels good, that feels good,” 
Fils said. “It’s a lot of training, a lot of things, 
a lot of sacrifice.

“Injury,” added Fils, who missed much of 
2025 with a back injury and months this year 
with a hip ailment. “To be able to win one title 
like this means a lot to me.”

Fils was also cognizant of the fact that it 
was the first time two black players have met in 
an ATP Masters 1000 final, and he told Tennis 
Channel he hoped it could inspire others.

“If they can watch us playing some great 
final like this and they can dream about it, it’s 
nice,” he said.

Fils swept through the opening set, 
dropping just three points behind his serve. 
Tiafoe turned the tables as Fils’s errors 
mounted in the second, but after receiving 
treatment before the third set Tiafoe was no 
match for the surging Frenchman in the third.

Tiafoe saved two match points in the final 
game, but Fils set up another with a lob and 

was able to celebrate as Tiafoe sent a forehand 
over the baseline to end it after 98 minutes.

Fils had blazed through the opening 
games, breaking Tiafoe on the way to a 3-0 
lead and dropping just one point in the first 
three games.

He dictated the rallies from the baseline 
and even as Tiafoe began to find his range the 
American was unable to apply any pressure 
on Fils’s serve, Fils finishing off the opening 
set in 29 minutes with his eighth ace.

Fils suffered his first setback in the second 
set, saving three break points in the second 
game but firing a forehand long on a fourth as 
Tiafoe roared to a 3-0 lead.

The American grabbed all of his chances 
to level the match after just 54 minutes, but 
he then called for the trainer for a massage on 
his right hip which has bothered him in recent 
weeks.

Fils regrouped to dominate again, breaking 
Tiafoe twice for a 4-0 lead in a storming finish.

Fils said some quick reflection after the 
second set proved valuable to him in the third.

Hell of a week
“I started the first set very, very strong,” 

Fils said. “In the second set I lost a bit of 
focus, he put me under pressure.

“But I had a small talk with myself in front 
of the mirror after the second set. I said ‘if you 
are going to lose, it cannot get worse than this. 
You need to fight.

“I don’t have any words to describe this 
win,” added Fils, who admitted that after the 
injuries that slowed his rise “There is a bit of 
relief.

“It was a hell of a week,” Fils said. “We 
made a hell of a job and it is not done yet.”

The result marked the second time that 
Tiafoe has lost a final in Cincinnati. He fell to 
Jannik Sinner in 2024.      – AFP

Tennis

CINCINNATI – Coco Gauff made 
a statement Sunday with the US Open 
approaching, dominating Jessica Pegula 
6-2, 6-4 to win her first title of 2026 at the 
WTA 1000 in Cincinnati.

World number four Gauff claimed her 
first WTA title since last October in Wuhan, 
having come up short in finals in Miami 
and Rome this year.

Her victory over third-ranked Pegula 
gave her a second Cincinnati crown. Gauff 
earned her first in 2023, going on to claim 
the first of her two Grand Slam titles at the 
US Open that year.

The first all-American WTA final in 
Cincinnati since Rosie Casals beat Nancy 
Richey in 1970 was a lopsided affair.

Gauff insisted it shouldn’t be considered 
a barometer for the US Open, but admitted 
it was a welcome confidence boost.

“I don’t think that this is an indicator 
that I’m going to do well in New York or 
anything like that to be honest,” Gauff said, 
but added: “(I’m going in) knowing that I 
can figure out these matches (even if) I’m 
not playing my best, but also knowing that 
I can play that great tennis that I felt I was 
playing this week.

“Hopefully I can use the experience 
here in New York.”

Gauff polished off an impressive 
tournament with victory in 75 minutes and will 
head to New York riding a wave of confidence 
for the start of the US Open next Sunday.

It’s a far cry from an early exit in 
Cincinnati last year, which Gauff said left 
her “in the parking lot in tears” after she 
coughed up 16 double-faults in defeat.

“It’s a big difference, what a year can 
make,” added Gauff, who was so bothered 

by her service struggles this time last year 
that she hired a new coach days before the 
US Open.

“Last year I was just frustrated with 
my game, and I felt like I was declining,” 
she said. “It’s not something any player 
wants to feel. You always want to feel like 
you’re getting better, at the worst, like just 
plateauing.”

‘Amazing momentum’
This time around Gauff was rock-solid 

on serve and Pegula, coming off a hard-
fought win over defending champion Iga 
Swiatek, had no answer for Gauff’s speed 
and aggression.

Gauff broke Pegula twice for a 4-0 
lead and was up 5-0 before Pegula got on 
the scoreboard, holding serve and clawing 
back a break.

It was a brief reprieve as Gauff broke again 
to pocket the opening set after 34 minutes.

The second set was more of the same, 
Gauff breaking on the way to a 3-0 lead and 
Pegula playing catch-up.

Gauff sealed victory on her first match 
point to conclude 12 days of tennis at the 
sprawling Midwest venue.

Gauff’s win squared the career series 
between the two at five wins each. Gauff 
won her second match this season against 
Pegula after defeating her compatriot in a 
Wimbledon quarter-final.

Pegula was not displeased with her own 
performance heading into the final Grand 
Slam of the season.

“I don’t think I played bad but you 
played a very high level, it was not fun to 
play against,” she told Gauff during the 
trophy ceremony.

“You have amazing momentum heading 
into the US Open.”   – AFP

Vuelta stage 3 abandoned in dangerous weather conditions

Fils tops Tiafoe to claim 1st ATP 
Masters title in Cincinnati

Gau" powers past Pegula to win 
US Open warm-up in Cincinnati
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LONDON – By relocating back 

to Britain with his family Prince 
Harry will shortly open a new 
chapter in his ever-eventful life 
which once seemed improbable amid 
royal feuds, battles over security and 
lawsuits against the UK tabloids.

The 41-year-old royal misfit has 
long struggled with the monarchy’s 
strictures, shaking off the angry 
young man and “playboy prince” tags 
only to find himself at loggerheads 
with his closest relatives.

After swapping Britain for 
California six years ago, he and 
wife Meghan Markle return still 
estranged from Harry’s heir-to-the-
throne brother Prince William and 
wife Catherine.

Whether their ties can be 
repaired – as Harry appears to have 
done with his cancer-battling father, 
King Charles III – is just one of 
many questions swirling as their self-
imposed United States exile ends.

“I think one of the motivating 
factors for this return ... is recon-
ciliation with the king and with the 
wider family,” Ed Owens, a histo-
rian of Britain’s royals, told AFP.

“If those wounds are not healed 
it can have a really detrimental 
impact, not only on the people 
concerned but also on the reputation 
of the institution.”

‘Lack of trust’
Meghan faces a particularly 

tough challenge in re-assimilating 
to life in the UK, where she remains 
deeply unpopular, while managing 
uneasy ties with the royal family, 
currently gathered at their Scottish 
retreat Balmoral for their annual 
summer holiday.

Just days after it was reported 

she was in talks to join Netflix’s UK-
filmed series “The Gentlemen”, a 
commentator on the royals wrote on 
X that the offer had been cancelled.

“Public backlash was too 
fierce. This does not bode well for 
Meghan’s acting comeback in the 
UK,” Tina Brown wrote.

The feud between Harry and his 
family has tarnished the family’s 
image.

The monarchy has faced allegations 
of racism and bullying, among others, 
potentially alienating younger, more 
diverse British generations.

Yet Harry and mixed-raced 
Meghan are highly divisive in 
Britain. According to polls, they 
attract more negative opinions than 
any other royals, barring his scandal-
plagued Jeffrey Epstein-associate 
uncle, the ex-prince Andrew.

“They’ve got to come to 
terms with the lack of trust in 
Britain,” Richard Fitzwilliams, a 
commentator on the royal family, 
told AFP. “They’ve said some very 
unkind things about Britain, and 
also about the monarchy.”

As a military and charity trailblazer 
with the fiery red hair and rebellious 
streak, Harry was at one time among 

Britain’s most popular royals.
But the boyhood trauma of 

losing his mother Diana, Princess of 
Wales, has dogged much of his life.

Diana’s death in a Paris car 
crash, caused by her intoxicated 
driver who broke speed limits while 
being chased by paparazzi, also 
instilled in him a life-long hostility 
towards the press.

In recent years, Harry has sued 
three different UK newspapers, 
becoming the first senior royal in 
more than a century to enter the 
witness box as he won settlements 
from two.

‘Traumatised’
Henry Charles Albert David was 

born third in line to the throne, on 
September 15, 1984.

The 1997 image of the 12-year-old 
prince walking stony-faced and head 
bowed behind his mother’s coffin 
earnt enduring global sympathy.

He attended the elite Eton 
boarding school, later revealing 
his hurt over William allegedly 
ignoring him while also there.

Harry then spent a sabbatical 
year in Australia and Africa, caring 
for orphans in Lesotho, where he 

Prince Harry: royal misfit making unlikely UK return

THE HAGUE – The Nether-
lands will not participate in next 
year’s Eurovision Song Contest, 
its broadcaster said yesterday, 
saying the event can “no longer 
be considered neutral” given divi-
sions over the Gaza war.

“It is undeniable that interna-
tional conflicts are increasingly 
affecting the Contest, undermining 
its neutral character. The Eurovi-
sion Song Contest has therefore 
become a platform for division,” 
said Taco Zimmerman, Director-
General of AVROTROS in a state-
ment from the broadcaster.

The contest has recently been 
hit by a wave of boycotts over 
Israel’s participation.

Earlier this month, organisers 
announced they were excluding 
any country involved in an 
armed conflict from hosting the 
competition.

“However, the recently 
announced changes... do not 
provide sufficient confidence 
that the independent and neutral 
character of the Eurovision Song 
Contest has been restored,” said 
the AVROTROS statement.

Israel came close to winning 
the competition in both 2025 and 
2026, ultimately finishing second 
on each occasion.

Next year’s event, the world’s 
biggest live televised music event, 
will take place on May 15 in 
Bulgaria’s Black Sea city of Burgas.

It will be the first time that the 
Balkan nation hosts the contest, 
coming after Bulgarian singer 
Darina Yotova, known as Dara, 

won this year’s contest in the 
Austrian capital Vienna with the 
catchy floor-filler “Bangaranga”.

Since its launch in 1955, 
Eurovision has become the ultimate 
pop platform, catapulting Swedish 
icons ABBA to worldwide fame, as 
well as boosting the likes of Céline 
Dion, Cliff Richard and Olivia 
Newton-John.

The 2026 competition was 
watched by 131 million viewers, 
down 35 million on the year before 
after five countries boycotted it 
over Israel’s participation.

The Netherlands, Iceland, 
Spain, Ireland and Slovenia all 
pulled out of the contest – with the 
latter three refusing to broadcast 
the show at all.

The Dutch took part in the 
very first Eurovision Song 
Contest back in 1956, and have 
won on five occasions.

The most recent winner was 
Duncan Laurence whose song 
Arcade won the contest in 2019, 
going on to top charts globally.

It became the first Eurovision 
entry to reach one billion streams 
on Spotify, according to the 
Eurovision website.

The withdrawal is “painful as 
we would have very much liked 
to be part of the Contest again 
next year,” said Zimmerman.

“As a public broadcaster, we 
remain committed to our values. 
They guide us in everything we 
do, even when that means stepping 
away from an event that is very 
close to our hearts,” he added.

– AFP

LOS ANGELES – “Spider-Man: 
Brand New Day” is still riding high 
in the North American box office, 
topping ticket sales for the fourth 
consecutive weekend in cinemas, 
but sharply down from the previous 
week’s performance.

The superhero film fronted by Tom 
Holland and real-life wife Zendaya 
brought in US$39 million, down 45 
percent on last weekend’s take.

The latest Marvel blockbuster, 
which had the biggest debut weekend 

of all time at the domestic box office, 
has now brought in US$854.9 million 
in the United States and Canada since 
its July 31 release – and an additional 
US$1.37 billion internationally 
– according to industry watcher 
Exhibitor Relations.

Coming in second and also 
distributed by Sony Pictures was 
“Insidious: Out of the Further,” which 
scared up a solid opening weekend 
of US$25.3 million for the sixth 
instalment of the horror franchise.

Latest ‘Spider-Man’ tops N American box office 
for 4th weekend

Dutch say won’t participate in 
‘no longer’ neutral Eurovision

Britain’s Prince 
Harry, Duke of 
Sussex, speaks 
during the 
“Responsible 
Digital Future” 
forum in Bogotá, 
Colombia, on 
August 15, 2024. 

– AFP 

The movie, starring Amelia 
Eve, Brandon Perea and Maisie 
Richardson-Sellers, follows the 
story of a young woman who can 
bring spirits into the mortal world 
but is herself haunted.

“This is a solid opening for the 
6th episode of a horror series,” wrote 
David Gross in the FranchiseRe 
movie industry newsletter. “The 
drop from number five’s opening in 
July 2023 is substantial but typical 
of these sequels.”

Christopher Nolan’s epic “The 
Odyssey” slipped to third, bringing 
in US$19.5 million, down 17 
percent in its sixth weekend, for a 
current domestic total of US$539.1 
million.

At fourth, Paramount Pictures’ 
“Paw Patrol: The Dino Movie” took 
in US$9.1 million, down 55 percent 
on last weekend’s opening.

Warner Bros.’s sci-fi thriller 
“The End of Oak Street,” starring 
Anne Hathaway and Ewan 
McGregor as a couple battling to 
survive when their neighbourhood 
is transported back to prehistoric 
times, brought in US$9 million, 
down 57 percent.      – AFP

founded a charity in Diana’s memory.
Youthful scandals – dressing as 

a Nazi for a fancy dress bash, being 
pictured partying naked in Las Vegas 
– fed endless tabloid coverage.

“He had a very difficult 
childhood,” trauma expert Gabor 
Mate told the BBC this week.

“He was traumatised,” he added, 
noting “the lack of emotional 
closeness in the family”.

The tall, athletic rugby and polo 
fan embarked on a decade-long 
military career that included two 
Afghanistan deployments, one as a 
helicopter pilot. He resigned in 2015.

The previous year, Harry 
founded the international Invictus 
Games for wounded soldiers, which 
still holds annual events.

After his 2018 fairytale Windsor 
Castle wedding – watched around 
the world – he and Meghan 
were touted as future monarchy 
rejuvenators, branded the “fab four” 
alongside William and Kate.

The couple’s son, Archie, was 
born a year later.

‘Arch-nemesis’ William
But by early 2020, growing 

tensions surfaced, with the pair 
quitting the UK and as working 
royals. They were allowed to keep 
their titles as duke and duchess of 

Sussex, but lost other privileges of 
the monarchy.

Harry waged a years-long, 
ultimately unsuccessful legal battle 
with the government to re-instate 
his publicly funded security.

The prince’s six years in America 
were marked by his apparent 
eagerness to settle scores – in a 
tell-all documentary, TV interviews 
and explosive memoir – in a public 
fashion previously unseen by 
typically tight-lipped British royals.

The unprecedented access the 
couple granted in multimillion 
US dollar deals with Netflix 
and Spotify, among others, also 
prompted criticism of monetising 
their monarchy links.

Harry’s 2023 autobiography, 
“Spare”, lifted the veil on his royal 
rifts, describing William as his 
“arch-nemesis” and alleging his 
brother physically attacked him in 
a blazing 2019 row about Meghan.

His daughter Lilibet was born in 
the US in 2021.

“He misses his family... but also 
his friends, his country of birth,” 
Owens explained.

“Whilst America has offered 
them a more peaceful retreat ... 
they’ve struggled to reinvent 
themselves in a dynamic way.”

– AFP
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Brightening the railings
This aerial view shows volunteer Joselyn Valladares, painting the US-Mexico 
border wall in tribute to the mothers of disappeared persons as part of an Amnesty 
International campaign to raise awareness of missing people and the families 
searching for them, in Playas de Tijuana, Baja California, Mexico, on Saturday.   – AFP

Spectacular cake
Giant panda Katyusha is seen next to a birthday cake at Moscow Zoo in Moscow, Russia, yesterday. Katyusha, the 
first giant panda ever born in Russia, celebrated her third birthday yesterday at Moscow Zoo.           – Xinhua

Well mannered gulls!
Seagulls wait for scraps of food from tourists in front of the 
Sydney Opera House in Sydney yesterday.             – AFP

Cooling puppuccino
A dog enjoys a treat during the Pet-A-Palooza event in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, on Sunday. Known 
as the Day of the Dog, the annual Pet-A-Palooza returned 
here on Sunday, featuring various dog-related activities and 
entertainment and attracting thousands of dogs and their 
owners.                – Xinhua

Picture perfect
People stand on the jetty as they fish at sunset, in Le Havre, northwestern France on Sunday.   – AFP

Not quite the same
A participant competes in the 2026 French Open Hobby Horse Championship organised by 
the France Hobby Horse Association in Saint-Chef, central-eastern France on Saturday. 

  – AFP


