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Govt starts gathering views on drafting

Tony Wong

The government starts a one-month period
today to gather opinions from members of the
public concerning the drafting of its 2027
Policy Address, according to a statement by
the Macao Government Information Bureau
(GCS) yesterday.

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai is slated
to deliver his 2027 Policy Address in the
Legislative Assembly’s (AL) hemicycle in
November.

During the feedback-gathering period,
which runs until September 23, residents can
submit their opinions through various channels:

The Macao One Account e-government
service, via either the smartphone app or
website version (https:/Www.mo.gov.mo);

Phone: 2883 9919;

Fax: 2882 3426;

Email: comment@dsepdr.gov.mo;

Mail: Policy Research and Regional
Development Bureau (DSEPDR), 185-195
Rua do Desporto.

The statement underlined that residents’
extensive participation in offering views on
the government’s policy guidelines for next
year is of significant importance for Macau’s
sustained development.

The statement said that the government
is “sincerely inviting” residents from various
segments of civil society to offer constructive
opinions and suggestions concerning the
drafting of its 2027 Policy Address.

Sam has been gathering opinions
concerning the drafting of his 2027 Policy
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2027 Policy Address today

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (front, centre) poses for a group photo with some of the business representatives on the sidelines of Friday’s meeting at Government

Headquarters about the drafting of his 2027 Policy Address.

Address from various segments of civil society
since earlier this month. He started this process
on August 14 when he held a meeting with all
members of the Legislative Assembly.

For this purpose, according to separate
GCS statements, Sam had a meeting on
Thursday with Macau’s 12 deputies to the

National People’s Congress (NPC), and
another meeting on that day with some of the
Macau members of the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC), as well as some of the
Macau members of provincial-level CPPCC
committees.

- Photo: GCS

Sam also had a meeting on Friday
with senior members of 16 associations
representing the city’s business sector,
including the influential Macau Chamber of
Commerce (ACM), colloquially known in
Cantonese as “Chung Chung”.

Continuedon page 7

Humanoids break records at Beijing Robot Games

00-meter race
orld Humanoid
- AFP

Iranian president admits country

facing ‘many problems’

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian acknowledged
yesterday that his country’s citizens face “many problems”,
after the United States launched a new wave of sanctions
— Story on p. 10

seeking to further isolate its economy.

BEIJING — Faceless humanoids
exceeded human records and delighted
hundreds of spectators at the World Robot
Games over the weekend in Beijing as China
showcased its dominance in the industry.

Dozens of humanoids and their human
operators descended on Beijing’s Olympic
speed skating arena yesterday to compete in
events from athletics and boxing to football
and martial arts.

During Saturday’s opening ceremony, a Chi-
nese robot broke Jamaican legend Usain Bolt’s
record for the 100-metre dash, a feat splashed
across headlines in Chinese state media.

The white and headless humanoid called
Tiangong Ultra finished the sprint in 9.39
seconds according to state broadcaster

northern neighbour.
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US govt predicts US trade war
‘devastating’ for Canada

The Trump administration yesterday warned that Canada
would be “foolish” to think it could win a trade war with
the United States, predicting a “devastating” impact on its

CCTV - surpassing Bolt’s best of 9.58
seconds, set in 2009.

Yesterday, robot-makers scored another
win, with the same humanoid model
shattering the 400-metre world record by
nearly five seconds.

Developed by a local government-backed
research centre in Beijing, it finished in 38.16
seconds — with its time later revised to 38.15.

In one 400-metre heat, a white-shelled
robot thrashed its arms side to side as it
propelled itself around the track, leaning
dangerously forward as fans wondered out
loud if it would fall.

The robot wobbled as it stormed towards
the finish but managed to remain upright.

Fans were just as pleased to watch

— Story on p. 11
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the robo-athletes flop, as multiple robotic
runners failed to start.

Others made their way around the track
at the pace of a brisk walk or crumbled
immediately after the gun start.

Children and their parents giggled as a
toddler-sized robot kicked a football off the
pitch over knee-high barricades.

‘It’s not a test of intelligence’

Each clunky, barely defended goal
earned the waddling humanoids roars of
applause from the stands.

Spectators erupted into laughter as a
humanoid in a boxing ring stumbled off to the
side and folded over the ropes where it stayed
motionless until humans lifted it away. —AFP

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views (f)The Macau Post Daily

Lula urges tariffs resolution in call
with Trump

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva urged
US counterpart Donald Trump in a phone call on Friday to
resolve their countries’ trade dispute, saying US tariffs were
imposed on “baseless” grounds.

—Storyonp. 12



MACAU

The Macau Post Daily

Police arrest 4 mainlanders for
blackmailing 5 sex workers

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested
four men from the Chinese mainland
between Thursday and Friday for
blackmailing five sex workers, PJ
spokesman Ho Ka Weng said during
a special press conference at PJ
headquarters on Saturday.

According to Ho, the quartet,
aged between 29 and 33, were
acquainted with each other. They
entered Macau on August 16
and August 17 respectively, and
committed the crimes in hotels
across Zape and Cotai.

The four men divided their
roles, identifying and arranging
to meet women in hotel rooms
for paid sexual services, Ho said.
He added that after the acts, they
refused to pay the agreed fee on
the pretext of poor service and
threatened to report the women to
the police, using this as leverage
to extort money from them.

Three of the women were
successfully extorted, surrender-
ing HK$200, HK$1,000, and
HK$3,000 respectively. The other
two women took a firm stance,
rendering the suspects’ further
extortion attempts unsuccessful,
according to Ho.

Because  those  extortion
attempts failed, Ho said, two

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the four hooded suspects to a PJ van

outside the PJ headquarters in Zape on Saturday.

members of the quartet called the
Judiciary Police on Thursday to
file a false report.

However, the subsequent PJ
investigation uncovered their
extortion of the prostitutes,
leading to the immediate arrest of
the two suspects. Ho added that,
with the assistance of the Public
Security Police Force (PSP), the
remaining two accomplices were

- Photo: MPDG

intercepted and arrested on Friday
while attempting to leave Macau
via the Hengqin Port (checkpoint).

The quartet were transferred
to the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP) on Saturday, each facing an
extortion charge.

According to Article 215 of
the Macau Penal Code, extortion
is punishable by imprisonment
from two to eight years. B
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Macau records 10"
Legionnaires’ casein
82-year-old

Ida Cheong

The Health Bureau (SSM)
announced in a statement on
Saturday that it was notified by
the Macao Union Hospital (CMM-
PUMCH) that an 82-year-old male
resident with a medical history of
chronic illness has tested positive
for Legionnaires’ disease*.

The statement did not mention
how many cases of Legionnaires’
disease Macau have so far recorded
this year.

Before the latest case was
announced yesterday, the Health
Bureau had previously announced
nine cases of Legionnaires’ disease
this year. This indicates that Macau
has so far recorded 10 cases this
year.

As of the issuance of the
statement, the patient was in stable
condition.

According to the statement, the
patient developed a fever and cough
on August 11 and sought medical
treatment at the public Conde S.
Januario Hospital Centre, where he
tested positive for Influenza A and
was prescribed Tamiflu.

Due to persistent symptoms, he
visited the Macao Union Hospital
on August 16 and was admitted
for treatment, the statement said,

adding that on Thursday, testing on
a sputum sample returned positive
for  Legionella  pneumophila,
confirming a  diagnosis  of
Legionnaires’ disease. His family
members have not reported any
discomfort, the statement said.

The Health Bureau will dispatch
officials to collect environmental
samples from the patient’s home
and surrounding areas to further
investigate the source of infection
and implement targeted corrective
measures based on the findings, the
statement added.

The statement noted that
people can be infected with
Legionnaires’ disease after inhaling
mist contaminated with Legionella
bacteria released by artificial
water systems such as central air-
conditioning systems’ cooling towers,
jacuzzis, fountains, and housechold
respiratory medical devices. B

*Legionella  pneumophila  is
a type of bacteria that can cause
a serious lung infection known
as Legionnaires’ disease. People
usually catch it by breathing in
tiny water droplets (mist) from
contaminated sources like hot
tubs, air conditioning systems,
or plumbing, not from person-to-
person contact. — DeepSeek

New Yaohan hosts G2 Beyblade X tournament for

)4

B

Kids prepare their Beyblades to face off during yesterday’s “New Yaohan BEYBLADE
X G2 Kingdom Battle” at New Yaohan in Nam Van.

- Photos: Khalel Vallo
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Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.

A FEW THUNDERY SHOWERS.
FORCE 2 TO 4 SOUTH TO
SOUTHWESTERLY WINDS WITH
GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE
BETWEEN 70% AND 95%.
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Khalel Vallo

The first “New  Yaohan
BEYBLADE X G2 Kingdom
Battle” was held at New Yaohan
in Nam Van yesterday, bringing
together local Beyblade* X players
across three categories in a local
G2-level** competition.

The one-day tournament was
limited to Macau ID card (BIR)
holders.

The opening ceremony was
attended by representatives from
the retail, gaming, and animation
sectors, including New Yaohan
Executive Polly Yeung (15 #i).

The competition featured three
categories: the New Yaohan Cup
Children’s Division, for players
aged 6 to 12; the Strongest Female
Blader Division, open to female
players aged 6 and above; and
the Macau Ultimate Champion
Division, open to players aged 6 and
above regardless of gender.

The Children’s Division held its
preliminary round from 11:00 a.m.
to noon, with the top four players
advancing to the finals at 4:00 p.m.

The Strongest Female Blader
Division conducted its preliminary
round from noon to 1:00 p.m., also
sending four players through to the
finals.

The Macau Ultimate Champion
Division held two preliminary
sessions from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
and 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., with the
top four players from each session
advancing to an eight-player final
beginning at 5:00 p.m.

All three categories used a
standard single-elimination format

for the final stages.

According to the organisers,
competitors were required to
bring their own BEYBLADE X
equipment and could only use
official Hong Kong and Macau
distributor versions. Modified parts,
3D-printed components, Japanese,
US and other overseas versions
were prohibited, with violations
resulting in disqualification.

The tournament concluded
with a unified awards ceremony
at 6:00 p.m., where a total of nine
winners — the top three finishers
from each category — were
presented with trophies.

According to the statement,
Chan Hou Him (B /E5) took first
place in the Children’s Division,
followed by Cheong Hoi Chon
(5R L) in second and Kwong Yan
Hei (& #) in third.

The statement noted that in the
Strongest Female Blader Division,
Yip Suet Ying (%55 #) claimed the
title, with Lei Wai Nga (Z= 2 #f) and

————
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locals

Lei Ka Wa (52 %) taking second
and third places, respectively.

The Macau Ultimate Champion
title went to Chan Chun Yeung
(Bf3%4%), while Lao Chi Fong
(2% %) secured second place
and Kuan Hou Yeung (F#i#)
finished third, the statement said.

About 300 to 400 competitors
and spectators attended the event.

*The name Beyblade is a
linguistic blend (a portmanteau)
that combines elements from both
English and Japanese, reflecting
the toy’s mechanics and cultural
heritage. The first part of the
name comes from “beigoma”, a
traditional Japanese spinning top
that dates back centuries. — Gemini

**G2 refers to official tournament
tiers managed by organisations
like the Beyblade Battle Base. The
lower the number, the larger, more
prestigious, and more competitive
the event is, featuring higher player
caps, stricter part checks, and
exclusive rare prize Beys. - Gemini

A close-up of Beyblades clashing inside a “Beystadium”
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Macau residents may rent farmland in Hengqin starting today

Armindo Neves

The Urban Planning and Construction
Bureau of the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin announced in a
statement yesterday that Macau residents may
rent farmland in the adjacent island starting
today.

According to the statement, in order to
further deepen the integrated development
of “Macau + Hengqin” and to improve
municipal and leisure facilities shared by
residents of both places, as well as to expand
diversified recreational spaces, the authorities
will officially open the “Peach Blossom
Spring Farm™ at the end of September.

The farm is designed to combine
agricultural cultivation, fruit and vegetable
picking, nature education, and family-friendly
entertainment into one integrated experience,
the statement said.

The farm is located approximately three
kilometres from the Hengqin Port (checkpoint)
and covers an area of about 20,000 square
metres, the statement said, adding that the site
is divided into several zones, including areas
for agricultural cultivation, fruit and vegetable
picking, interactive sandpits, ecological
leisure, and educational study tours.

It is also equipped with supporting
facilities such as a carpark, an indoor multi-
purpose hall, a shared tool room, showers,
and toilets, catering to the diverse needs of

Area
Land Type | (Square Tenricy ot
Period CNY
Metres) ( )
Small 4 months | 200 Yuan
Land Plot | 5:3-6.2
1 year 600 Yuan
Large 4 months | 400 Yuan
Land Plot | 9-11-2
1 year 1200 Yuan
Notes: Short-term tenancy: 10 October 2026
to 10 February 2027; Long-term tenancy: 10
October 2026 to 10 October 2027.

This undated handout photo provided by the Urban Planning and Construction Bureau of the
Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin yesterday shows an aerial view of the farm.

families with children, group study tours,
and residents’ daily leisure activities, the
statement added.

Macau residents interested in renting
farmland for cultivation can register through
the activity registration section of the Macao
One Account platform during the priority
application period from today to next Tuesday
(September 1), the statement said, adding that
the registration process follows a “register

Macau visitor arrivals rise 8 pct

Tourists walk past a pharmacy in the city centre on Friday evening. Pharmacies are particularly

popular with shoppers from the Chinese mainland.

Staff Reporter

Macau recorded 24.48 million visitor
arrivals in the first seven months of the
year, a year-on-year increase of 8.0 percent,
the Statistics and Census Bureau (DSEC)
announced on Friday.

Same-day visitors grew by 13.9 percent
to 14.99 million, while overnight visitors
dipped by 0.3 percent to 9.49 million.

Foreign visitors rose by 5.1 percent to
1.59 million, accounting for 6.5 percent of
the total number of visitor arrivals. Overnight
visitors stayed, on average, for 2.3 days (55
hours), unchanged from a year earlier.

In July, visitor arrivals rose by 2.4 percent
to 3.54 million. On average, Macau recorded
114,265 visitor arrivals per day last month.

At the end of the first half of the year,
Macau’s population stood at 686,500,
according to official demographics.

In July, visitors from the Chinese
mainland rose by 5.4 percent year-on-year
to 2.70 million, accounting for 76.2 percent
of the total number of visitor arrivals.
Visitor arrivals from China’s Taiwan
region rose by 13.9 percent to 104,833
in July, when those from the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)

to 24.4 million
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dropped by 10.2 percent.

Foreign visitors dipped by 1.9 percent
to 174,469 in July, or 4.9 percent of the total
number of visitor arrivals. The Philippines
(32,865), South Korea (27,531) and the
US (15,859) made up Macau’s top three
foreign visitor segments.

Retail sales rise 17.2 pct in H1

Meanwhile, according to a separate
DSEC statement on Friday, Macau’s
retail sales rose by 17.2 percent year-
on-year to 39.4 billion patacas. Sales of
communication equipment, smartphones
in particular, rose by 88.6 percent year-on-
year. However, sales in department stores
and supermarkets fell by 8.5 percent and
6.5 percent respectively.

GDP up 3.7 pct in H1

The bureau also announced on Friday that
the revised figure for Macau’s gross domestic
product (GDP) stood at 209.9 billion patacas
in the first half of the year, an increase in real
terms of 3.7 percent year-on-year.

For the second quarter, the revised GDP
figure grew by 0.3 percent year-on-year in
real terms to 102.35 billion patacas. B

first, ballot later, then pay” procedure. Ballot
results and payment instructions will be
announced from next Thursday onwards via
the Macao One Account and by email.
Successful applicants must complete the
online payment within the specified timeframe;
those who fail to pay by the deadline will be
considered to have automatically forfeited
their place, according to the statement.
Depending on the size and duration,

This table of specific farmland tenancy specifications
and fees provided by the Urban Planning and
Construction Bureau of the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin yesterday.

the tenancy fees range from 200 yuan
(250 patacas) to 1,200 yuan (see attached

infographic).

Successful tenants will be notified
individually regarding the start of cultivation
and plot selection arrangements, the
statement said.

Interested individuals can visit the

following website: https://www.gcs.gov.mo/
news/detail/zh-hant/N26HW6Bevm

Qing Dynasty Guangdong paintings
exhibition opens at MAM

Khalel Vallo

The “Lucidity in a Prosperous Era:
Guangdong Paintings of the Qing Dynasty”
exhibition opened at the Macao Museum
of Art (MAM) in Nape on Friday, bringing
together 136 works from four museums to
showcase the development of Guangdong
painting and its fusion of Chinese and Western
artistic influences.

Co-organised by MAM, the Guangdong
Museum (Guangzhou Lu Xun Museum) and
the Guangzhou Museum of Art, with support
from the Hong Kong Museum of Art, the
exhibition features works from the collections
of the participating institutions.

The exhibition highlights the
transformation of Guangdong painting during
the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912), from the
artistic periphery to the mainstream and from
traditional approaches to innovation. The
works demonstrate Guangdong artists’ diverse
exploration of brushwork and subject matter,
while reflecting the region’s natural landscape,
cultural life and interactions between Chinese
and Western artistic traditions.
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Addressing the opening ceremony,
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland
Leong Wai Man said that the exhibition
provides visual evidence for further research
into the artistic and cultural heritage of the
Greater Bay Area (GBA). She also highlighted
the ongoing collaboration among cultural
institutions in Guangdong, Hong Kong and
Macau in collection management, research
and exhibitions.

Public guided tours will begin on
September 5, with Cantonese tours on
Saturdays and Putonghua tours on Sundays
and public holidays. Group tours are also
available by prior reservation, while talks,
workshops and concerts will be held
throughout the exhibition period.

“Lucidity in a Prosperous Era: Guangdong
Paintings of the Qing Dynasty” will run
through November 2 at MAM. With free
admission, the museum is open from 10:00
a.m. to 7:00 p.m., with last entry at 6:30 p.m.,
and is closed on Mondays.

Stay tuned for an upcoming p4. ®
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This handout photo provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) on Friday shows IC President Deland
Leong Wai Man addressing the “Lucidity in a Prosperous Era: Guangdong Paintings of the Qing Dynasty”
exhibition opening ceremony at the Macao Museum of Art (MAM) in Nape that day.
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The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published

every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may

interest not only the younger but also all the other generations.

Artist relives youth marching band
memoties at 10 Fantasia exhibition

Rui Pastorin

Memories from joining a youth marching band in Macau are being translated to oil paintings and mixed
media displayed in the exhibition by local artist Kubi (/)MJEl) titled “Voices of Youth” at the 10 Fantasia gallery.

Kubi, who is now pursuing a master’s degree in calligraphy and fine art at Huagiao University, reminisces on
her youth by painting moments into various frames.

From posing for a mirror photo with schoolmates clad in their marching band uniforms, playful depictions of
bandmates and equipment, and performances, Kubi highlights it all through works that have both a more realistic
style along with those that lean towards the imaginative.

The free-admission exhibition also creatively interprets other fragments from the artist’s marching band
life. These include the more abstract piece “Night Melody”, the mixed media work “Interstellar Parade”, which
employs materials like ring pulls from canned drinks in a work that is almost 3D in nature, and “Fish at the Pier”.

The exhibition kicked off just last week and while the works present the artist’s
own memories at specific points in her life, a statement from the gallery noted that
some visitors might also be able to find glimpses of moments in their younger days
through exploring the artworks, which number at around 20.

“By preserving fading memories through a warm visual language, the exhibition
invites viewers to pause and resonate, rediscovering subtle tenderness hidden in
daily life and their own touching moments of youth”, the statement said.

Highlighting the artist, the statement noted that Kubi has dedicated over
10 years to oil painting, pointing out a constant and deep passion. She uses the
discipline to capture “fleecting moments of daily life and expresses life’s joys and
sorrows on canvas’.

The statement added that her works carry personal memories, but also aims to
offer a place of inner peace and healing, hoping that those exploring her works can
also escape from the fast paced and busy nature of life, explore everyday moments
and discover the beauty around them.

Members of the public can view the works until August 31, with one able to
visit from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. It is closed on Mondays. The gallery is located
near Calcada da Igreja de S. Lazaro (Ji & #1E).

Photos taken on Thursday by Rui Pastorin
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3" Five-Year Plan: Dora Ng says promoting appropriate
economic diversification is key

Interview

Dora Ng Wai Han, secretary for
Economy and Finance of the Macao
Special Administrative Region (MSAR)
Government, has told Xinhua that promoting
appropriate economic diversification is a
pivotal task for the MSAR Government
during the 3" Five-Year Plan period.

The Third Five-Year Plan for Economic
and Social Development of the MSAR
(2026-2030) was released last Tuesday. Ng

provided an in-depth interpretation during a
recent media interview, focusing on the key
economic and financial aspects of the Plan.
She noted that the MSAR Government
will focus on the “1+4” industrial framework.
It aims to consolidate the advantages of the
comprehensive tourism and leisure industry
while boosting the competitiveness of
traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) and
health, modern finance, high technology,
MICE (meetings, incentives, conventions,
and exhibitions), trade, culture, and sports.

Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han speaks during a media interview about Macao’s

3 Five-Year Plan on August 14.

- Xinhua

The government will also fully leverage the
role of government guidance funds to step
up external investment attraction.

According to the Plan, Macao targets
raising the non-gaming sector’s share of added
value to around 60 percent of GDP by 2030.

The MSAR Government aims to
establish the government guidance fund
within this year. Ng explained that the fund
will utilize public finance to create a leverage
effect, pooling social resources to invest in
key sectors and projects. This initiative will
enhance Macao’s overall competitiveness
and drive economic momentum.

She emphasised that project sourcing
and selection must support Macao’s long-
term development, align with the industrial
layout, and possess core competitiveness in
innovation and technology.

Regarding technological innovation, Ng
highlighted the Macao International Science
and Technology Innovation Center as a
pioneering project for the development of
the Macao R&D Industrial Park. Under the
3" Five-Year Plan, the government will rely
on this center to connect with leading global
technology firms and top R&D institutions,
aiming to secure flagship projects early to
lay a solid foundation for the R&D park.

To promote the commercialization of
scientific research achievements, Macao will
leverage online industry-university-research
matching platforms, guide universities to meet

enterprise needs, encourage joint laboratories,
and accelerate technology transfer.

Ng added that economic momentum
comes from both frontier industries and
local community vitality. The government
will support the high-quality, sustainable
development of small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) by boosting their
competitiveness and revitalizing the local
community economy.

Specifically, the MSAR Government
will drive full digital transformation for
SMEs, offer targeted financial support
and training, help them leverage cross-
border e-commerce, and advance district
revitalization to encourage tourists to
explore and spend in local neighborhoods.

Addressing  opportunities in  the
Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation
Zone in Hengqin, Ng stated that during
the 3™ Five-Year Plan period, the SAR
Government will focus on the “Macao +
Hengqin” positioning. Targeting “Macao-
Hengqin Integration,” Macao will fully
advance Phase II high-level construction of
the zone to achieve strong economic synergy,
deep rule alignment, and the efficient cross-
border flow of key production factors.

— Xinhua

N.B. The translation of the unabridged
statement from Chinese was arranged,
reviewed and edited by The Macau Post
Daily

3" Five-Year Plan: Chan Tsz King says MSAR Government will
steadily implement overall national security concept

Interview

MACAO - Speaking recently in a joint
media interview on the core principles and
implementation measures regarding national
security in Macao’s “3" Five-Year Plan,”
Secretary for Security of the Macao Special
Administrative Region (MSAR) Chan Tsz
King provided an in-depth interpretation of
the blueprint.

On August 18, the MSAR Government
officially published the Third Five-Year
Plan for Economic and Social Development
of the Macao Special Administrative Region
(2026-2030) (2026-2030).

Chan said that as a programmatic
document guiding the MSAR’s development
over the next five years, the Plan places
national security at a prominent position
in overall governance. By establishing
dedicated  standalone  chapters  and
systematically deploying security measures
across multiple specialized areas, the
plan highlights the priority status and
foundational role of national security in
MSAR governance.

Chan noted that the MSAR Government
has always considered safeguarding national

sovereignty, security, and development
interests as its primary fundamental
principle.

The plan explicitly designates the “full
implementation of the Overall National
Security Concept” as the top objective and
task the MSAR Government must advance.
The MSAR Government will steadfastly
implement this concept, refine the top-

level national security architecture, and
continuously promote the enactment and
revision ofkey laws and regulations related to
national security. The public security sector
will actively strengthen law enforcement
capabilities, lead various national security
education initiatives, continuously reinforce
the security barrier, and unswervingly fortify
the security foundation for the steady and
sustained implementation of “One Country,
Two Systems.”

Addressing new security risks and
challenges facing Macao, Chan emphasized
that during the 3™ Five-Year Plan period, the
security sector will adhere to “coordinating
development and security” as a major
principle and action outline. Efforts will
focus on improving inter-departmental
national security coordination mechanisms,
deepening regional police cooperation,
resolutely opposing external interference
in Macao’s affairs, and enhancing security
capabilities in emerging domains.

Regarding cross-border collaborative
governance and the efficient flow of
production factors between Hengqin and
Macao, Chan outlined plans to strengthen
exchanges and cooperation between police,
customs, and border inspection authorities
across the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, Zhuhai,
and Guangdong Province. The security
sector will actively establish police liaison
mechanisms to jointly combat cross-border
crime. Simultaneously, it will advance
refined “soft connectivity” alongside
technological ~“hard connectivity” to

boost clearance efficiency, ensuring the
convenient flow of people, vehicles, and
goods to support integrated Hengqin-Macao
development.

On talent development and succession
planning, Chan said that the public security
sector will enhance its cultivation system
over the next five years across four areas:
recruitment, training, promotion, and staff
welfare. Focus will be placed on specialized
training in cutting-edge fields — such as
national security, cybersecurity, big data
analytics, Al applications, and drone
operations — mto elevate law enforcement
expertise. The sector will also broaden career

advancement channels while strengthening
humanistic care through psychological
support and recreational activities.

Chan emphasized that the security sector
is dedicated to building a team characterized
by “safeguarding the nation and Macao,
loyalty, integrity, and pragmatic execution,”
ensuring that all security measures in the 3™
Five-Year Plan are effectively implemented
and produce practical results.

— Xinhua

N.B. The translation of the unabridged

statement from Chinese was arranged,

reviewed and edited by The Macau Post
Daily.

Secretary for Security of the MSAR Government Chan Tsz King speaks on August 10 during a joint

media interview on Macao’s 3 Five-Year Plan.

- Xinhua
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3" Five-Year Plan: Wallis O Lam says Macao Int’l Integrated Tourism &
Culture Zone to serve as city’s ‘cultural name card’

Interview

MACAO — Wallis O Lam, Secretary
for Social Affairs and Culture of the Macao
Special Administrative Region (MSAR)
Government, says that efforts will be
focused on the planning, construction, and
operation of the Macao Int’l Integrated
Tourism & Culture Zone. The goal is to

build it into a genuinely world-class cultural-
tourism landmark and a “cultural name
card” driving Macau’s appropriate economic
diversification.

Following the publication of the Third
Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social
Development of the MSAR ( (2026-2030)
on August 18, O Lam granted recently an
in-depth joint media interview focusing on

Wallis O Lam, Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture of the MSAR Government, speaks in Macao

during a joint media interview about Macao’s 3 Five-Year Plan last Monday.

- Xinhua

key initiatives under the social and cultural
portfolio.

O Lam noted that the Macao Int’l
Integrated Tourism & Culture Zone is one
of the four major landmark projects of the
current MSAR Government. Breaking away
from traditional single-plot boundaries,
its design integrates three core facilities —
the Macao National Museum of Culture,
Macao International Centre for Performing
Arts, and the International Museum of
Contemporary Art — forming Macao’s first
large-scale integrated cultural cluster. The
Macao National Museum of Culture, for
instance, is planned with a floor area of
roughly 80,000 to 100,000 square meters.
Developed in close partnership with the
National Museum of China, it will become
Macao’s largest comprehensive museum
upon completion.

Regarding content, O Lam noted that the
zone will adhere to the strategic positioning
of “a center where Chinese culture is the
mainstream and diverse cultures coexist.” It
will reflect Macao’s historical role as a node
on the Maritime Silk Road and highlight
more than 400 years of harmonious
co-existence and integration between
Western and Chinese civilizations.

Additionally, O Lam highlighted progress
on the Macao-Hengqin International

Education (University) Town —another
major MSAR project. Phase I of the campus
recently opened on schedule, welcoming
over 1,400 master’s and doctoral students.

She emphasized that the project enables
Macao higher education institutions to
partner with renowned universities from the
UK, Australia, Switzerland, and Portugal. By
bringing dual-degree/joint training programs
and research laboratories directly to
Hengqin, it delivers “study-abroad education
at one’s doorstep” while internationalizing
talent development, scientific research, and
academic exchange.

Moving forward, the MSAR Government
will leverage the Education City to support
local universities in extending educational
resources, key laboratories, and research
platforms into Hengqin. This initiative aims
to draw international resources and top-tier
scientific talent, creating a virtuous cycle
where education builds the foundation,
technology empowers growth, and talent
provides support—ultimately positioning
Macao-Hengqin as a vital engine for talent
aggregation, tech innovation, and industrial
upgrading in the Greater Bay Area.

— Xinhua

N.B. The translation of the unabridged
statement from Chinese was arranged,
reviewed and edited by The Macau Post Daily.

3" Five-Year Plan: Raymond Tam: Multi-layered cross-border transport
network Drives Macao-Hengqin Integration

Interview

MACAO — Raymond Tam Vai Man,
Secretary for Transport and Public Works of
the Macao Special Administrative Region
(MSAR) Government, says that over the
next five years, the transport and public
works portfolio will take rail transit as the
backbone, land transport as the main body,
and water transport as a supplement to build
a multi-layered cross-border transportation
network, driving the integrated development
of “Macao + Hengqin.”

The 3 Five-Year Plan for Economic
and Social Development of the MSAR
(2026-2030) was released on August 18.
Surrounding the key content of the 3™ Five-
Year Plan within the transport and public
works portfolio, Tam gave an in-depth
interview to the media recently.

The 3" Five-Year Plan proposes closely
aligning with the new positioning of
“Macao + Hengqin,” taking major project
construction as the engine to continuously
deepen the “soft connectivity” of rules and
mechanisms, and steadily advance the “hard
connectivity” of infrastructure.

Tam underlined that regarding rail transit
interconnections, the government will push
for seamless connections between the Macao
Light Rapid Transit (LRT) and Hengqin
Port, coordinate with the construction of
the Guangzhou-Zhuhai (Macao) High-
Speed Railway, and study the connection
between the Macao LRT and Hengqin’s rail
network. Regarding land passages, efforts
will focus on enhancing the capacity of the

Lotus Bridge and the University of Macau
Undersea Tunnel, while advancing location
feasibility studies for a new cross-border
channel between “Hengqin Financial Island”
and Macao.

The Macau International  Airport
Hengqgin Upstream Cargo Terminal is a
key project under the transport and public
works portfolio. Tam noted that the terminal
aims to build an efficient, high-value-added
air logistics chain, enabling Macao to
better serve the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA), serving
as an important manifestation of Macao’s
proactive integration into the overall national
development.

On accelerating urban renewal, Tam
said that urban renewal is a key livelihood
initiative to build a “Happy Macao,” as well
as a vital measure to implement the 3% Five-
Year Plan, enhance the city’s image, improve
residents’ quality of life, and eliminate
community safety hazards. Over the next
five years, Macao will advance the repair and
renovation of old buildings, the revitalization
and beautification of the city’s old quarters,
and the redevelopment of entire areas or
individual structures across multiple levels.

Addressing how limited land resources
constrain Macao’s urban development, Tam
said that the MSAR Government is adopting
a model of “planned utilization + temporary
usage” to flexibly utilize suitable land to
meet residents’ needs while advancing
urban planning and major construction. He
mentioned that his team recently visited the
Chinese mainland to study urban renewal,

providing valuable reference points for the
redevelopment of Macao’s old quarters.

Regarding residents’ daily travel, Tam
emphasized that the MSAR Government
will adhere to the principle of “Public
Transport Priority,” focusing on improving
the rail, pedestrian, and road networks, while
enhancing smart transportation development.
The LRT East Line is expected to be
completed in 2029 and further extended to
the area near Qingmao Port. Simultaneously,
research on the West Line and South Line
will be launched, with the ultimate goal of
creating a loop rail network covering the
Macao Peninsula.
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He also mentioned that Macao will
restructure its public bus management
system, adjust bus service routing, and
improve traffic management and emergency
handling efficiency. By releasing real-
time traffic information through mobile
applications and new bus shelters, and
continuing to deepen traffic data integration
between Macao and Hengqin, residents in
both places will enjoy more convenient
cross-border travel services.

— Xinhua

N.B. The translation of the unabridged
statement from Chinese was arranged,
reviewed and edited by The Macau Post Daily.

Secretary for Transport and Public Works Raymond Tam Vai Man speaks in Macau during a joint media

interview about Macao’s 3 Five-Year Plan on August 13.

- Xinhua
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Govt starts gathering views
on drafting 2027 Policy
Address today

Continued from p.1

Sam hears views from NPC
deputies

During his meeting with the 12
Macau deputies to the NPC, Sam said
that the government will draft the 2027
Policy Address based on two key pillars.
The first one aims to enhance residents’
well-being across various fields such
as business and employment, social
welfare, social services, transport
infrastructure, and urban renewal.

The second aims to enhance
Macau’s ability to tackle internal and
external challenges and risks, and
to ensure its sustainable economic
development. Sam pledged the
government’s commitment  to
advancing Macau’s appropriate
economic diversification, deepening
Macau-Hengqin integration, and
strengthening Macau’s capacity to
withstand various risks, including
those related to national security
and natural disasters.

Meeting with CPPCC
members

During his meeting with the Macau
members of the CPPCC National
Committee and the Macau members of
provincial-level CPPCC committees,
Sam underlined the government’s
commitment to raising Macau’s
ability to tackle internal and external

challenges and risks, strengthening the
city’s competitiveness, and enhancing
residents’ sense of happiness and
security.

Sam also reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s dedicated efforts to advance
Macau’s appropriate economic
diversification, with its four future
large-scale projects and a govern-
ment guidance fund as key drivers.

Meeting with business sector

During his meeting with the
business  representatives,  Sam
acknowledged the business
sector’s important role in Macau’s
socioeconomic development. Sam
said that views from various business
sectors can help the government
better plan Macau’s sustainable
development and enhance its ability
to tackle various risks and challenges.

Sam said that the Macau
government’s  drawing-up  of
Macau’s 3" Five-Year Plan, which
outlines Macau’s positions and
roles assigned by the nation, is an
important innovative initiative to
integrate Macau’s development into
the nation’s overall development.

Sam also urged Macau’s
different  business sectors to
make greater contributions to the
government’s implementation of
the various tasks and targets listed
by the 3" Five-Year Plan. m

Macao Union Medical Center to
host 2"? anniversary open day

Rui Pastorin

The Islands Healthcare Complex
— Macao Medical Center of Peking
Union Medical College Hospital
(Macao Union Medical Center) will
be celebrating its 2™ anniversary
with an open day slated to take
place on September 5.

Colloquially, the hospital is
known in Cantonese as “Hip Woh”
(“Harmony”).

To be held from 10:00 a.m.
through 4:00 p.m. that day, a
statement by the centre on Friday
noted that the “2™ Anniversary
Celebration of the Macao Union
Medical Center and Public Open
Day” will feature various highlights.

Among them is a visit to the
International ~ Medical ~ Centre

that features an introduction by
professionals to international health
services such as health management

and medical aesthetics, the
statement said.

The statement added that the
event will feature health consulta-
tions, with specialists from 18 disci-
plines including dietetics, otolaryn-
gology, obstetrics and gynaecology,
rehabilitation, and rheumatology and
immunology, providing individu-
alised medical and health consulta-
tion services. On-site tickets will be
available that day on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Meanwhile, the statement added
that there will be five lectures on
topics such as nutrition, general
surgery and women'’s health.

The medical centre will arrange
three free shuttle bus routes.

One can find more details are
available on https:/www.cmm-
pumch.gov.mo/. Participation for
the event is free. m

This undated handout photo provided by The Islands Healthcare Complex - Macao

Medical Center of Peking Union Medical College Hospital in July last year shows the

medical centre in Cotai.
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Sands China extends lec Long
Firecracker showcase to Nov 29

Rui Pastorin

Sands China is extending “A
Century of lec Long Firecracker
Factory in Radiance — An Exhibition
on the Resonant History and
Aesthetic Memory of Macao
Firecrackers” until November 29,
due to an enthusiastic response by the
public, the integrated resort operator
said in a statement yesterday.

The exhibition at Sands Gallery
opened in March and was slated to
end next Monday.

With over 400 exhibits, the
statement highlighted that the show-
case has received “high acclaim”,
and has drawn “residents, schools,
associations, and travellers from
the Chinese mainland, Hong Kong,
India, Japan, Russia, South Korea,
the United States, and Europe”.
It also facilitated exchanges with
descendants of firecracker factory
families, international collectors,
and cultural enthusiasts.

The extended run introduces
several new exhibits and interactive
additions. Curator Prof. Guilherme
Ung Vai Meng has added
firecracker-making tools gathered
during field trips to major firecracker
production sites in the provinces of
Hunan and Jiangxi, alongside rare
original promotional posters from
the Po Sing Firecracker Factory, the
statement said.

Visitors can also view “semi-
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A variety of messages are displayed at the ongoing “A Century of lec Long

Firecracker Factory in Radiance”.

finished products crafted according
to traditional Macau techniques”,
including firecracker cakes*, awls,
and firecrackers in red, white, and
blue wrappers, along with process
diagrams, the statement said.

Interactive upgrades include
the “Radiance Message Wall”
featuring reflections from global
guests while inviting new ones,
and the “Radiance Label Collage
Wall” for creating designs using
traditional label patterns.

Public guided tour services
also continue to be available on
Wednesdays and Fridays from
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., alongside
private group bookings for schools

- Photo provided yesterday by Sands China

and community associations, with
the statement highlighting a posi-
tive reception.

Meanwhile, the parallel exhibition
“Legacy of Time — An Exhibition of
Historical Documents on Macao’s
Firecracker Industry” also continues
to be on display at the MUST (Macau
University of Science and Technology)
Library until November 29.

One can find more details on
https://en.sandsresortsmacao.com/
sands-lifestyle/sands-

art-gallery/iec-long-
exhibition-2026.html. m

*4 bundled, hexagonal array of
unlit firecrackers grouped together
before fuse attachment. - Gemini

Palace Museum youth programme aims

to

Ida Cheong

The achievement briefing for the
“2026 Hong Kong-Macao Youth
Internship Programme at Palace
Museum” was held at the Macao
Museum of Art (MAM) yesterday,
with the aim of conveying
youngsters’ deep appreciation for
their nation’s cultural heritage and
the history of the Palace Museum in
Beijing, the Macao Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) said yesterday.

During the one-day session,
interns presented photos and
videos highlighting their time at the
Palace Museum and talked about
their insights across three main
areas: cultural heritage restoration
and protection, museum curation
and design, as well as museum
marketing and public services.

IC President Deland Leong Wai
Man pointed out that the Central
People’s Government has designated
Macau as a “base for exchange and

cooperation where Chinese culture is
the mainstream and diverse cultures
coexist”. With steady progress on
the development of the Macao
International Integrated Tourism
and Culture Zone of various cultural
projects, demand for arts and
cultural talent was expected to grow
significantly, she said.

Leong encouraged the interns
to align their personal ambitions
with the broader development
of the country and contribute to
the development of the “Cultural
Macau” concept, adding that her
bureau plans to launch more high-
quality programmes to deepen
cultural exchanges between Macau
and the Chinese mainland, and help
young locals elevate their cultural
literacy and professional skills,
actively participate in developing
the “Cultural Bay Area”, and jointly
promote traditional Chinese culture.

Leong pointed out that since

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
President Deland Leong
Wai Man (centre, first row),
interns from the “2026
Hong Kong-Macao Youth
Internship Programme
at Palace Museum”
and others pose for a
group photo during the
achievement briefing for
the internship programme,
at the Macao Museum of
Art (MAM) yesterday.

- Photo: Ida Cheong

2018, her bureau has supported
108 local youths to intern at the
Palace Museum, creating a vital
bridge for cultural practice.

Wang Hoi Sun, representing the
interns, expressed the hope that the
interns will use their newly acquired
knowledge and spirit to give back
to Macau and serve the nation,

becoming outstanding  cultural
communicators, facilitators, and
builders.

According to an IC statement,
during the six-week internship
programme, 20 university students
from Macau and 20 youths from
Hong Kong were assigned various
roles at the Palace Museum. They
visited special exhibitions, the
ancient architectural complex, the
National Museum of China, the
Museum of the War of the Chinese
People’s  Resistance  Against
Japanese Aggression, and other key
historic landmarks in Beijing. m
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Dozens of attacks in Thailand’s restive south
leave 3 wounded

Madaree Tholala

NARATHIWAT, Thailand -
Dozens of coordinated arson and
incendiary attacks across Thailand’s
insurgency-hit south late Saturday
left at least three people wounded
and government property burned,
the military said.

Multiple  local  government
offices and several vehicles were
damaged or destroyed in the 51
attacks, according to an AFP
journalist and the military’s Internal
Security  Operations Command
(ISOCQ).

Firefighters worked to extinguish
burning tyres left in the middle of a
road and flames inside a 7-Eleven
convenience store Saturday night,
while police officers stopped
motorists for security checks,
footage from local broadcaster Thai
PBS showed.

“Multiple coordinated incidents
aimed at creating unrest occurred
in various locations across the
southern border provinces” from
around 8:00 p.m. (local time) to
midnight on Saturday, ISOC said in
a statement.

Most were in Narathiwat
province, where three civilians
were wounded and an overnight
curfew was imposed, while other
attacks occurred in neighbouring
Yala and Pattani provinces,
authorities said.

Since 2004, a low-level conflict
has simmered in the southernmost
provinces of Buddhist-majority
Thailand, killing more than 7,000
people, as rebels in the Muslim-

People gather outside the Bongor Subdistrict Administrative Organisation office in Ra-ngae district in the southern
Thai province of Narathiwat yesterday, following dozens of coordinated arson and incendiary attacks across Thailand’s
insurgency-hit south.

majority region battle for greater
autonomy.

No group has claimed
responsibility for Saturday’s attacks.

Two women, aged 45 and 46,
and a 21-year-old man were hurt in
a roadside bombing in Narathiwat,
provincial officials said in a
statement.

All three were hospitalised and

in stable condition.

The national railway operator
temporarily suspended part of a
route in Narathiwat after officials
found damage on the tracks “caused
by a disruptive bombing incident
last night”, ISOC said.

NarathiwatGovernorBoonchuay
Homyamyen told local media that
authorities were investigating sites

‘Keep up the spirit’: Indonesian teenage
‘Superman’ joins wildfire fight

PALANGKARAYA, Indonesia
— Dressed as his favourite
superhero, Indonesian teenager
Rudiyansah walks along a charred
landscape, helping douse wildfires
that have razed large parts of
Borneo island.

The Southeast Asian country
has been battling infernos that have
left a thick, blanketing smog over
parts of the island that Indonesia
shares with Malaysia and Brunei.

Rudiyansah’s red and blue
Superman costume stood out
against the stark, scorched
landscape surrounding the town of
Palangkaraya, where he has joined
a local volunteer firefighting group
set up by his father to put out
smouldering peatland.

The 17-year-old told AFP he
has been using his free time after
school to help his father douse fires
since 2023.

But this year, he decided to don
the brightly coloured tights when
fighting fires, creating a striking
image that has drawn attention to
the struggle to contain the blazes.

While Rudiyansah said
dressing as the Man of Steel was
“just for fun”, video of him using
a hose to wet foliage has gone

viral, garnering millions of views
and earning him the title of “forest
hero” from the country’s forestry
minister.

“Honestly, I'm really happy
because I can help locals, even though
it feels really tiring,” Rudiyansah,
who like many Indonesians only
uses one name, told AFP yesterday
while still wearing his cape.

He said that he wet his costume
slightly before heading into the
fields to prevent it from burning, and
washed it every night to keep it clean.

‘Normal kid’

His father, Mulyadi, told AFP
the haze from this year’s fire
season was the worst his volunteer
firefighter group had seen since it
was established in 2020.

“In the house, he’s like a normal
kid,” he said when asked about his
cape-clad son.

“But when he saw me going out,
he asked, ‘Are you going to put out
fires? I’ll go with you,”” he said.

The lack of water was the main
challenge for firefighters, Mulyadi
said, with wells and other water
sources drying up during drought.

Fires between January and July
burned more than 200,000 hectares

of land — an area three times the
size of the capital Jakarta, the
government said this week.

That is already larger than
during previous El Nifio seasons
— a weather pattern that triggers
worldwide changes in winds,
atmospheric pressure and rainfall —
in 2019 and 2023.

The government has
ordered more troop and aircraft
deployments to help contain the
spread of the blazes and smog,
which has reached Malaysia.

El Nifio is a naturally occurring
climate phenomenon that typically
brings drought, which increased
the risks of wildfires, in Indonesia.

Human-caused climate change
can amplify its impacts because
a warmer ocean and atmosphere
make more energy and moisture
available to feed extreme weather
events.

Rudiyansah, who dreams of
becoming a forest ranger someday,
called on firefighters to carry on
despite the challenges in putting
out the fires.

“To volunteers and firefighters
across Indonesia, keep up the spirit
in the fight against the flames,” he
said. —AFP

- AFP

of the attacks yesterday, including
a local government office and

telecommunications towers and
electrical poles.
The Narathiwat military

command earlier announced a
curfew from Saturday night until
6:00 a.m. yesterday.

A vehicle was stolen from the
office of a subdistrict administrative

organisation in Narathiwat during
one of the attacks that left the
building in flames, ISOC said.

The burned-out pickup truck
was later found abandoned on a
road.

Expected attacks

At a municipal office in Pattani
province damaged in another
attack, army commander for the
southern region Norathip Poinok
said yesterday that the assailants
had aimed to destroy the building
and undermine public trust in the
state.

“We had intelligence reports
for about two months that there
would be attacks on local offices,”
he told reporters, adding that the
military had issued warnings to
security agencies but did not know
when and where the assaults would
occur.

Insurgents in the deep south
regularly carry out attacks on
security officials and government
property, including ahead of visits
by officials to the region.

Last month, assailants killed
five soldiers in a shooting and
bomb attack at a checkpoint in
Narathiwat.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul and members of his
cabinet are scheduled to make a
two-day visit to the city of Hat Yai
in southern Songkhla province next
week to discuss investment projects,
flooding prevention and security
issues, his office said on Saturday.

— AFP

At least 10 confirmed dead
from leptospirosis in central
Philippines

MANILA — At least 10 people
in Iloilo Province in the central
Philippines have died from
leptospirosis in the past eight
months, local media reported on
Friday.

The death toll in Iloilo Province
is twice the number of people who
died from the disease during the
same period in 2025. Residents
are urged to take prophylaxis or
preventive antibiotics if exposed
to risks, according to local health

authorities.
Leptospirosis is a bacterial
disease spread through animal

urine, mainly from rats, that infects
humans when they come into
contact with contaminated water or
soil.

The province recorded 84 cases
from January 4 to August 8 this
year, 32 of which are “agriculture-
related,” and most cases were
recorded in areas prone to flooding.

— Xinhua

Woman, 2 children found
dead inside vehicle in
northern Philippines

MANILA - A 3l-year-old
woman and her two children, aged
nine and four, were found dead in a
vehicle on the island of Luzon in the
northern Philippines, local media
reported on Friday.

Local officials discovered the
victims inside the vehicle parked
in a secluded area of Barangay

Talacsan, San Rafael in Bulacan
province around 2:00 p.m. on
Thursday after receiving a call,
according to local media outlet
GMA News.

Police have launched an
investigation to determine the cause
of death and gather further details.

— Xinhua




MONDAY August 24, 2026 Your trusted source for real news The Macau Post Daily

Pakistan arrests man, domestic
worker for wife’s murder

KARACHI - Authorities in
Pakistan have arrested a man
suspected of murdering his wife at
his parents’ house with the help of a
domestic worker, police said Saturday,
in a case that sparked outrage online.

Hina Javed, 45, was found dead
at her in-laws’ home in Rawalpindi
on Thursday by her brother, who
filed a report with local police saying
her body bore signs of violence.

The brother, Sail Javed, said his
sister had been beaten and strangled,
and had her hands tied behind her
back when he found her.

“A murder case has been registered
on the complaint of the deceased
woman’s brother,” Rawalpindi police
said in a statement on Saturday, adding
that the woman’s “husband and a
domestic worker have been taken into
custody and are being questioned as
part of the investigation”.

Hina Javed’s family said she had
entered an arranged marriage with
52-year-old Faisal Asghar about nine
months ago. She worked in the media
department of Pakistan’s parliament.

Asghar and his family have not
publicly commented on the case.

Javed’s brother told police he
suspected Asghar’s parents were
also involved in her murder.

The killing has sparked outrage

online, with activists and members
of the public calling for stronger
measures to address gender-based
violence in Pakistan.

“No words can capture what we
have lost as a family,” said Sabah
Bano, 37, Javed’s cousin.

“The family places its full faith
in Pakistan’s justice system and is
confident that justice will prevail,”
said Bano.

It is typical for court cases to
drag on for years in Pakistan.

Violence against ~ women
remains widespread in Pakistan,
with activists frequently calling
for better enforcement of laws and
greater protection for victims.

According to a government
survey nearly 28 percent of Pakistani
women aged 15 to 49 experienced
physical violence between 2017 and
2018. Experts say the actual figure
is likely higher because many cases
go unreported.

“Violence against women in our
homes is not a private matter. It is a
crime and it must be treated as one,”
Javed’s cousin Bano said.

In 2021, the murder of 27-year-
old Noor Mukadam in Islamabad
sparked nationwide outrage. Zahir
Jaffer was convicted and sentenced
to death in the case. — AFP

Japan earthquake injures dozens

TOKYO - A magnitude 5.9
earthquake struck near Tokyo early
yesterday, injuring at least 37 people
and disrupting travel in the bustling
megacity.

The quake caused violent
shaking in the Japanese capital and
its surrounding areas, prompting the
nation’s warning systems to sound
public announcements and sirens in
the streets and lighting up smartphones
with notices in affected areas.

The quake struck the southern
part of the Ibaraki Prefecture near
Tokyo at 2:00 a.m. (local time), the
Japan Meteorological Agency said.

There were no concerns about a
tsunami, the agency said, adding that the
earthquake’s depth was 68 kilometres.

The US Geological Survey
estimated the strength at magnitude 5.8.

Japan’s Fire and Disaster
Management Agency said that at least
37 people had suffered minor injuries.

The worst case was that of a

woman in her 80s in Yokohama,
south of Tokyo, who tried to leave
her bed after the quake but fell and
hurt her hip, according to the local
government and media reports.

The late-night quake disrupted
regional train services in Tokyo
yesterday morning, according to
East Japan Railway Company.

A building in Saitama, north of
Tokyo, also suffered minor damage,
according to the Fire and Disaster
Management Agency.

Authorities are investigating
if a water main that ruptured in a
neighbourhood in the capital was
related to the quake, Kyodo News said.

The weather agency warned of
an increased risk of landslides in the
area as the quake could have loosened
soil in the region, which was lashed
by torrential downpours on Saturday.

The agency also warned of the
possibility of strong aftershocks in
the days ahead. —AFP
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This photo taken on Saturday shows rickshaws on a street in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

s

In 2023, UNESCO announced the inclusion of Bangladesh’s iconic rickshaws and
rickshaw painting in Dhaka on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural

Heritage of Humanity.

- Xinhua
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Japan executes pachinko
parlour arsonist

Natsuko Fukue

TOKYO - Japan hanged on
Friday a man convicted of a 2009
arson attack on an Osaka pachinko
parlour that killed five people, with
the prisoner as usual informed
shortly before his execution.

It was Japan’s first execution
since Takahiro Shiraishi, the
“Twitter killer” who murdered and
dismembered nine people, was put
to death in June 2025.

Sunao Takami doused the
pachinko arcade — a mechanical
game involving thousands of small
steel balls — near his home with
petrol and set it on fire, killing four
customers and one employee.

“This incident resulted in
extremely serious consequences... and
sent shock waves through society and
instilled a deep sense of fear,” Justice
Minister Hiroshi Hiraguchi said.

“As minister of justice, I
ordered the execution of the death
sentence after giving the matter
the most careful consideration
possible,” Hiraguchi told reporters.

He also said that Takami, 58,
was only informed of his impending
execution on Friday morning, as is
the standard practice in Japan.

Broadcaster NHK said he was
hanged in Osaka.

“This 1is because there is
concern that notifying the prisoner
before the execution date could
destabilise their emotional state,

This picture taken on July 8, 2009 shows
prisoner Sunao Takami (right) leaving a

police station in Osaka, Japan. - AFP

and it is believed that doing so
might actually cause them undue
suffering,” Hiraguchi said.

A Japanese government survey
in 2024 found that 83 percent of
respondents considered the death
penalty “unavoidable”.

Support for abolition, however,
rose to 17 percent from nine
percent five years earlier.

The justice ministry told AFP
last year that Japan carried out one
execution in 2022, three in 2021,
three in 2019 and 15 in 2018.

There were around 100 people
on death row.

Sarin attack-

Among those executed in 2018
included guru Shoko Asahara and
12 former members of the Aum

Shinrikyo doomsday cult, which
orchestrated the 1995 sarin gas
attacks on Tokyo’s subway system
that killed 14 people.

Japanese law stipulates that
executions must be carried out
within six months of a final verdict
after appeals are exhausted.

In practice, however, most
inmates are left on tenterhooks
in solitary confinement for years
— and sometimes decades — with
sometimes severe consequences
for their mental health.

The government is also accused
of alack of transparency, as the justice
ministry only began disclosing the
names of executed inmates in 2007.

There have also been a number
of wrongful convictions.

Most famously, Iwao Hakamada
spent decades on death row over
a 1966 quadruple murder before
being released in 2014 and fully
exonerated in 2024 at the age of 88.

A court ruled that investigators had
tampered with evidence and said he
had suffered “inhumane interrogations
meant to force a statement”.

Hakamada was the fifth death
row inmate granted a retrial in Japan’s
post-war history. All four previous
cases also resulted in exonerations.

Rights groups have also criticised
what they call “hostage justice”
when suspects spend sometimes
years in pre-trial detention under
pressure to confess. —AFP

Top Indian court orders new steps to protect
threatened elephants

Peter Martell

NEW DELHI - India’s top
court has ordered tough new steps
to protect wild elephant herds as
habitat loss and human-elephant
conflict intensify, a move welcomed
by campaigners on Friday.

The world’s most populous
nation is also home to the majority
of Asian elephants, a species listed
as endangered by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
and whose habitat is increasingly
being sliced up by highways and
railways or clawed up by mines.

The Supreme Court has directed
states to prevent the blockage of
elephant corridors — routes used
by herds to move between rapidly
shrinking habitats — and ordered
a survey to identify obstructions
along those routes.

That must include steps to end
the use of any “coercive measure
to divert the natural movement of
the elephants”, it read.

A ban on “hulla parties” —
groups deployed to drive elephants
away using “fireballs” and burning
stakes — is required, it said.

The court ruling, issued last
Monday, said ministry guidelines
were already in place to ensure
“unobstructed” elephant corridors,
but those routes have often been
impeded.

Wildlife conservationist Prerna
Singh Bindra, who led the pro

bono public interest case, told
AFP her petition had challenged
state governments “‘supporting
horrifically cruel practices”.

“It becomes a mob situation
with thousands of people chasing
the elephants using burning
spears,” she said.

“That does nothing to resolve
conflict; science shows it only
exacerbates the conflict.”

‘Intelligent, social animals’
There are fewer than 50,000
Asian elephants in the wild,
according to the World Wildlife
Fund — most in India, with others
in Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia.

Elephants are  protected
by law, are named as India’s
“national heritage animal”, and
many followers of the elephant-
headed Hindu deity Ganesh see the
animals as sacred.

But they face mounting pressure
from habitat loss, fragmentation, and
increasing human-elephant conflict.

Bindra, a former member of
India’s top governing body for
wildlife conservation and policy,
the National Board for Wildlife,
said the court’s order was needed to
ensure the survival of elephants in
one of the most densely populated
areas in the world.

“We know where -elephant
corridors and habitats are — and
they are being destroyed and

fragmented at an unprecedented
pace,” Bindra said.

“The will to protect and preserve
is markedly absent. We hope with
this Supreme Court order, this
survey must lead to action.”

India’s government elephant
survey, released in October 2025,
estimated 22,446 wild elephants
nationwide — but also warned
the herds were found in a “mere
fraction” of their historical range,
occupying only 3.5 percent of the
area they once roamed.

In a separate order, the top court
last Tuesday ordered tighter welfare
safeguards for India’s more than
2,600 captive elephants, including
ensuring medical records for each
animal and regular health checks.

Captive elephants, once used
commonly for logging, are now
used for tourism, entertainment,
and religious ceremonies.

Animal rights campaign group
PETA India said it welcomed
measures to ease their suffering
but maintained that “no elephant
belongs in captivity”.

“Whether captured from the wild
or bred for a lifetime of confinement,
these intelligent, social animals are
denied their forest homes, separated
from their mothers, stripped of
autonomy, enslaved, and controlled
through intimidation and weapons,”
PETA India director Poorva
Joshipura told AFP. —AFP
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Iranian president admits country
facing ‘many problems’

TEHRAN - Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian acknowledged
yesterday that his country’s citizens
face “many problems”, after the
United States launched a new wave
of sanctions seeking to further
isolate its economy.

“I understand we have many
problems in society right now. We
are trying to prevent these as much
as we can,” Pezeshkian said in a
speech broadcast on state television.

His comments came after the
United States vowed last week to
bring about the “collapse” of the
Iranian regime through a newly
announced sanctions campaign,
nearly six months after the start of
their war.

In his response, Pezeshkian said
that, thanks to US President Donald
Trump, Iran was “in a full-scale
economic, military and security war”.

“He says he is imposing the most
crushing and terrifying sanctions on
Iran,” Pezeshkian said.

The Iranian government has faced
several waves of mass protest in recent
years, often triggered by economic
hardships, including inflation and
exchange rate swings leading to
declining purchasing power.

At the end of December last
year, a protest movement initially

NS

This handout photo released by the Iranian Presidential Office shows Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian attending a press conference in the capital Tehran, on August 8.
Pezeshkian said on Friday that it was time to end the months-long Middle East war with
the United States because Tehran was in a position of strength over Washington. “It is
better that we bring the war to an end now as we are in a position of power and dignity,
and the whole world acknowledges our victory and emphasises that America has
attacked our schools, hospitals and infrastructure in violation of all regulations and is

hated around the world,” he said in a meeting with doctors.

sparked by the rising cost of living
turned into mass demonstrations
denouncing those in power.
Authorities reported more than
3,000 deaths during the unrest,
accusing the United States and
Israel of orchestrating the violence.
Foreign-based NGOs, however,
said officials had launched an

-AFP

indiscriminate crackdown that left
thousands dead.

“We are  striving  with
all our hearts to overcome
inflation,  livelihood problems,

unemployment, and to secure the
future of the people, so that they
can live with dignity and pride,”
Pezeshkian said yesterday. —AFP

Israel warns Hamas over kite launches

JERUSALEM - Israel warned
Hamas yesterday that it would step
up operations in Gaza if launches of
kites, drones and balloons towards
Israel continued, after a recent
increase in such incidents.

Israeli media reported that four
kites were found in communities near
the Gaza border on Saturday and one
was shot down by the army yesterday,
bringing the total number recovered
in recent days to around 10.

According to the reports, the
Israeli military believes Hamas
was behind the launches, which
did not carry explosives, and may

from Gaza

have been testing how Israel would
respond.

“Israel warns Hamas that if the
launches toward Israel do not cease
immediately, the IDF will take action
to intensify targeted operations
against those responsible... and
will evacuate the population from
areas from which kites, drones
and balloons are launched,” Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Defence Minister Israel Katz said in
a joint statement.

They said they had held a
security assessment with top
military and security officials

yesterday to discuss the matter.

The recent incidents have
revived memories of waves of
incendiary kites and balloons
launched from Gaza in previous
years, which sparked fires in
agricultural lands in southern Israel.

Uri Epstein, a leader for Gaza
border communities —many of which
were attacked by Hamas on October
7, 2023 — told Channel 12 that “after
October 7, we will no longer tolerate
the words ‘It will be ok™”.

“The writing is in the sky, and
it’s the army’s responsibility to act
in time.” —AFP

Tesla teases imminent launch
of Cybercab ‘robotaxi’

NEW YORK - Electric vehicle-
maker Tesla is teasing the upcoming
debut of its self-driving robotaxi,
dubbed “Cybercab,” to compete
with the likes of Uber and Waymo.

The  Elon  Musk-founded
company shared a promotional
image on social media on Friday
promising “exclusive access” to
Cybercabs at a September 3 event
in Austin, Texas, where Tesla is
headquartered.

“We’re celebrating the launch
of our Cybercab robotaxi with an
exclusive event in Austin — and
you could be there,” the company
said on its website, promoting a
sweepstakes to win a chance to
attend the event.

First unveiled in October 2024,
the gold-colored vehicle can carry
two passengers and marks the first
Tesla car with no steering wheel or
pedals.

At the time, Musk said the
company was planning to begin
production of the self-driving cars
before 2027 and sell them to private
buyers for under US$30,000.

US tech industry publication
The Information reported last
week that Tesla staffers have been
told the rollout will begin with
Cybercab rides for employees
on public roads, followed by the
vehicle being incorporated into
the ranks of its Robotaxi service in
Austin.

Tesla enthusiasts have in recent
weeks reported seeing parking lots
filled with Cybercabs, sparking
rumours of an impending launch.

Last year Tesla debuted its
self-driving cars in Austin using
its Model Y SUV vehicles, with
the “Robotaxi” service gradually
expanding to several other cities in
Texas, Florida and California.

However, state laws require
many of the vehicles to have a
human supervisor or driver ready to
take over control if necessary.

Waymo, the self-driving
vehicle subsidiary of Google
parent company Alphabet, offers its
services in 11 US cities.

— AFP
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Iran says finds new gas,
after war hits
energy sector

TEHRAN —Iran said yesterday
it had discovered more than 200
billion cubic metres of natural gas,
months into the Middle East war
that has hit the country’s energy
infrastructure and production.

“New gas reserves were
discovered in the south of Fars
province,” Petroleum Minister
Mohsen Paknejad told state
television, adding that over 160
billion cubic metres could be
extracted from the field.

He described it as sweet
natural gas, which has very little

of'the toxic gas hydrogen sulphide,
resulting in lower operating and
development costs.

According to Bloomberg,
any new production from the site
would likely be years away.

Iran’s energy sector has taken a
hit since joint US-Israeli strikes on
the Islamic republic launched the
Middle East war in late February.

The countries have struck
Iran’s energy infrastructure such
as gas production facilities or oil
depots, as well as transport routes.

— AFP

Iran warns any country
joining US sanctions
considered ‘enemy’

TEHRAN - Iran on Saturday
warned countries against
participating in  the United
States’ “economic war” against
the Islamic republic, saying they
would be considered enemies.

Washington has pushed its
allies to jump aboard Donald
Trump’s new campaign to isolate
the Iranian economy, as the US
President’s unpopular war drags
toward the six-month mark.

“We declare to all countries...
do not join the economic war
waged by the United States,” said
Mohsen Rezai, the head of Iran’s
supreme national security council,
on state television.

“Any country participating
in the imposition of economic
restrictions againstus is considered
an enemy,” he added.

If the countries concerned
refused to “distance themselves”
from the United States, Iran
would “harm” their interests, he
added.

Rezai also insisted that the
Islamic republic had more cards

to play in the war, claiming that
“we have not yet attacked any
American economic interests”.

“So far, we have only targeted
military bases, but if they want
to impose economic sanctions on
us, the United States has oil and
economic companies around Iran
and elsewhere, and we will strike
them,” Rezai threatened.

Should Trump “take action,
our confrontation will be like an
earthquake”, he added.

Washington has also called
on other governments to join
its efforts to isolate the Iranian
economy, notably Beijing, among
Iran’s top strategic partners.

But China has criticised the
initiative, arguing that American
sanctions would not resolve the
conflict in the Middle East.

One of Iran’s major trading
partners, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), announced on Tuesday
that it was suspending all trade
and financial transactions with
Tehran until further notice.

— AFP

Mohamed (right), brother of 14-year-old Palestinian Islam Ajouri, grieves with

his relatives over the body of his sibling at Rafidia Hospital in Nablus in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank, yesterday, after he was allegedly killed earlier in the
day by Israeli army gunfire at the nearby Askar refugee camp, according to the
Palestinian health ministry. - AFP
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US govt predicts US trade war ‘devastating’ for Canada

Matthew Pennington and Mathieu Gorse

WASHINGTON/MONTREAL — The
Trump administration yesterday warned
that Canada would be “foolish” to think it
could win a trade war with the United States,
predicting a “devastating” impact on its
northern neighbour.

Negotiations between Washington and
Ottawa broke down late Friday, putting into
force new 50-percent US tariffs impacting
about US$20 billion worth of Canadian
goods, or 5.5 percent of Canadian exports to
the United States.

Canada in retaliation said it would match
US tariffs, with new levies notably targeting
the US steel and dairy industries to take effect
on September 8.

US Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy
said Canada would come out worse from
tussling with President Donald Trump in a
trade war.

The United States currently accounts for
roughly 70 percent of Canadian exports.

“We’re great trading partners, right? But
Canada gets the benefit of trading with the
US way more than the US gets the benefit of
trading with Canada,” he told the “Fox News
Sunday” talk show.

“To think that they’re going to go to war
with Donald Trump and actually win that war
with the US, I think it’s foolish on their part.”

He predicted that Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney would return to negotiations
“very very quickly, because it’s going to be
devastating for his country.”

Carney was defiant on Saturday,
announcing retaliatory tariffs on the US after

This combination of pictures shows US President Donald Trump in Washington, DC, on July 13, and
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney in Ottawa on Saturday.

walking away from a “bad deal” on trade as
the rift between the longtime allies deepened.

“You’re at war when you get attacked. We
got attacked,” Carney said.

Carney cited last-minute US demands that
would restrict Canadian trade deals with other
countries and unacceptable “threats” to the
French language and Quebec culture.

Trump hit back yesterday, saying,
“Canada wants the benefits of being a [US]
State, without being one!!!”

Zelensky rejects wartime

elections, says would ‘split’

- AFP

“They have also charged our great
farmers, for many years, massive amounts of
Tariffs. No more!!!” Trump added in a post on
Truth Social.

‘Bully in Washington’

The acrimony underscored the deepening
rift between the close allies since Trump
began his second term in January 2025 —
including his repeated threats to make Canada
the 515 US state.

Carney has said bilateral relations have
been forever changed, and that Canada must
reduce its reliance on the United States.
Despite the economic fallout, he has won
political support at home for his willingness
to stand up to Washington since taking office
two months after Trump returned to the
presidency.

“We have a bully in Washington,”
Canadian retired teacher Stuart Edwards told
AFP on Saturday in Fort Erie, Ontario in the
shadow of the Peace Bridge, a conduit for
billions of US dollars in annual trade with the
United States.

“We’re not going to put up with it, Canada
isn’t. We’ll fight back,” he said.

In the recent talks in Washington, Canada
was seeking relief from Trump’s tariffs on
autos, steel and aluminium, which have
battered the country’s economy, forced job
losses and strained what was once an iron-
clad trade relationship.

The  White House had alleged
“discriminatory treatment” by Canada against
US alcohol, automobile and dairy products in
introducing the duties.

US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer
told The New York Times on Saturday that the
US had offered to reduce its tariffs on steel,
aluminium and autos, as well as eliminate a
recently imposed tariff on Canadian lumber.

Greer said those measures would have
given Canada “the most preferential treatment
of any trading partner,” according to 7he New
York Times.

He also said no new talks were planned
with Canadian negotiators. —AFP

Pope calls for more efforts to stop

Ukraine

KYIV — President Volodymyr
Zelensky said in remarks made
public yesterday that it would be
too dangerous for Ukraine to hold a
wartime election , after a call by his
former defence minister to organise
a ballot.

Ukraine has suspended elections
under martial law.

“I believe that in a war like this,
elections as such are a huge risk.
Elections right now are a tsunami
for the country that will split
Ukraine,” Zelensky said.

“If we want to destroy the
country, then we can move in the
direction of elections during these
times of war,” added the 48-year-
old, who became president in 2019.

He made the comments
on Saturday in a briefing with
journalists including AFP, the first
in months amid several political
crises.

The latest upheaval saw
thousands of people take to
the streets after Zelensky fired
popular defence minister Mykhailo
Fedorov.

The ousted Fedorov last week
made a surprise call to find a way
to organise elections — but without
offering a roadmap.

The election call also came as
Ukraine struggles to fend off daily
Russian missile and drone strikes on
Kyiv and other cities.

Zelensky made numerous jabs at
Fedorov during the briefing, which

came ahead of events to mark the
country’s Independence Day today,
when several international leaders
will be present. Allies are also
to hold talks on how to bolster
Ukraine’s air defences amid the
intense Russian strikes.

“I believe he is going himself —
or is being pushed — toward wrong
things,” Zelensky said of Fedorov.

The former minister was a
prominent backer of the drone
warfare strategy that has come
to dominate the war with Russia,
and had pushed for army reforms.
But he clashed with the military’s
command and their traditionally
stiff approach.

Much of the Ukrainian public
initially took Fedorov’s side
and pushed for the dismissal of
commander-in-chief Oleksandr
Syrsky.

Zelensky said people had the
right to protest, but warned against

“disrespectful” attitudes toward
armed service members.
“Since when has marketing

started to outweigh the people who
are giving their lives?” he said.

Zelensky sought to cast himself
as a rampart against division.

“I believe that society and
soldiers must not be divided,” he
said. “We must acknowledge that
there is this risk — that there may be
movement in that direction, toward
dangerous developments.”

—AFP

Ebola in DR Congo

This handout photo, taken and released by the Vatican Media yesterday, shows Pope Leo XIV waving to the crowd from the

window of the apostolic palace overlooking St. Peter’s square at Vatican City during the traditional Angelus prayer.

VATICAN CITY — Pope Leo
XIV called on the international
community yesterday to help
contain the Ebola virus in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), which health officials
warn is spreading exponentially.

“In my prayers 1 often
remember  the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, especially
because of the spread of the Ebola
epidemic, which unfortunately
is causing many victims,” said
the pope following his Angelus
prayer in St Peter’s Square.

“I encourage a response from
the international community that
also involves local communities

in efforts to save many human
lives,” added the pope, who
visited Africa in April.

The deadliest Ebola outbreak
in the DRC’s history has already
killed thousands of people, hitting
regions in the north and east
where the presence of the state
is weak, health infrastructure is
largely lacking and numerous
armed groups have sown decades
of violence.

Leo also expressed his
closeness to those in the Central
African Republic “who mourn
the victims of the collapse that
occurred in a mine in Zamboye”.

The landslide on Tuesday at a

- AFP

gold mine near the Cameroonian
border killed dozens of people,
with many still missing and likely
buried beneath the rubble.

“May the Lord welcome all
those who lost their lives, and
support efforts to guarantee the
safety and legality of mining
sites,” said the pope.

Closer to home, Pope Leo also
cited the 10" anniversary today of
a major earthquake in central Italy
that killed around 300 people and
devastated the city of Amatrice.

“I pray for the deceased and
for their families, and for all the
communities involved,” he said.

— AFP
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Lula urges tariffs resolution
in call with Trump

N

BRASILIA -  Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva urged US counterpart Donald
Trump in a phone call on Friday
to resolve their countries’ trade
dispute, saying US tariffs were
imposed on “baseless” grounds.

Washington  imposed  two
new sets of tariffs on the Latin
American giant in July, a move
that has become a key campaign
issue ahead of Brazil’s presidential
election in October.

Lula—seeking a fourth and final
term — told Trump that the tariffs
“negatively affect both Brazil and
the United States,” according to a
statement from his office.

“To remain at the negotiating
table is the best option for both
countries,” he said.

Relations between Trump and
the leftist Lula have blown hot
and cold in recent months, but
diplomatic tensions have flared as
the election approaches.

Trump has backed several
victorious right-wing candidates
in recent Latin American elections.
He is an ally of Brazil’s jailed
far-right former president Jair
Bolsonaro, whose son Flavio is
Lula’s main election rival.

The Brazilian presidency
statement said the conversation
between Trump and Lula lasted
an hour and 20 minutes and “took
place in a friendly and cordial
tone.”

During a campaign event in the
southeastern state of Minas Gerais,
Lula said Trump asked Commerce

Secretary Howard Lutnick to
contact his Brazilian counterpart
Marcio Elias Rosa “and they
already scheduled a meeting.”

He added that Trump
acknowledged during their call
that the tariffs on Brazil are “based
on a lie.”

Lula, who like Trump is 80, has
made national sovereignty a key
theme of his campaign.

In an interview last week, he
warned Trump: “Don’t meddle
in Brazil’s affairs, especially
regarding the election. If you do
meddle, you’ll lose.”

“I said, ‘Hey Trump, if you
want to fight organised crime,
let’s fight organised crime,”” Lula
told the crowd in Minas Gerais.
“We want to work together. What
we don’t want is interference in
Brazil.”

‘Daily terror’

The two leaders have often
appeared to get on well one-on-
one, with Trump last year hailing
an “excellent chemistry” with
Lula.

The US last year dropped
punitive tariffs it imposed over the
trial against Jair Bolsonaro, which
Trump labelled a “witch hunt,”
after diplomatic efforts by Lula’s
government.

However, Lula then suffered a
blow after a May visit to the White
House by Flavio Bolsonaro.

Two days later, the US
designated Brazil’s two largest drug
cartels as terrorist organisations

This combination of
pictures shows Brazil’s
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva (left) during a
meeting of the Council
for Sustainable Economic
and Social Development
at the Itamaraty Palace in
Brasilia on June 10, 2026;
and US President Donald
Trump greeting Prime
Minister of Iraq Ali al-Zaidi
outside the West wing

of the White House in
Washington, DC, on July
14, 2026. Lula da Silva
spoke by phone with
Trump on Friday, calling
for dialogue over tariffs
imposed by Washington
on Brazil. - AFP

— which Flavio has said was a
personal request.

“These criminal groups inflict
daily terror on the most vulnerable
populations, but they are not the
same as terrorist organisations,”
Lula told Trump.

Security is the main concern of
Brazilians heading into this year’s
elections, polls have shown.

Flavio Bolsonaro is pushing
for a tough-on-crime model like
that of El Salvador’s President
Nayib Bukele, whose sweeping
crackdown on gangs and mass
detentions have drawn controversy.

Deforestation and PIX

The United States imposed
a 25-percent tariff on a range of
Brazilian goods over policies it
argued harm US commerce —
such as deforestation and a free
electronic payments system known
as PIX.

Brazilian data shows
deforestation in the Amazon fell
last year to its lowest point since
2016.

Brazil was also impacted
under a separate global tariff
regime against US trading partners
accused of using forced labour.

Lula has repeatedly said he
believes it was US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and not Trump
who was behind the tariffs against
Brazil.

“Trump is the best of the
lot, and the one who talks most
seriously with me,” he said last
week. —AFP

Guinea-Bissau exports about 200,000
tonnes of cashew nuts

BISSAU — Guinea-Bissau has
exported about 200,000 tonnes
of cashew nuts so far during this
year’s marketing season, according
to Minister of Commerce and
Industry Jaimentino Cé.

C6 made the remarks on
Wednesday during a visit to three
warehouses in the Bolola industrial
zone of the capital, Bissau, where
he inspected the handling and
export of cashew nuts.

The minister gave a positive

assessment of the export process,
describing the cashew sector as
vital to the country’s economy
and the livelihoods of its
population.

He said the visit also came
ahead of dredging work at the
country’s ports scheduled for
October, which was expected
to significantly reduce the time
needed for the transport and
shipment of goods.

According to Co, six companies

have yet to declare their exports,
although they have already
completed customs clearance
procedures and vessels are ready
for further shipments.

Cashew nuts are the backbone
of Guinea-Bissau’s export sector.
According to the World Bank, raw
cashew nuts account for around
90 percent of the country’s export
value and provide income to a
large share of its population.

— Xinhua
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Bolivian president forced
to fire economy minister
in mid-crisis

LA PAZ — Bolivian President
Rodrigo Paz was forced to fire his
economy minister on Friday after
legislators voted to remove him for
ducking questions about his handling
of a severe economic crisis.

The removal of José Gabriel
Espinoza comes as the South American
nation suffers through its worst
economic turbulence in four decades,
which the centre-right Paz, elected last
year, is under pressure to fix.

Paz named the current environment
minister, Oscar Mario Justiniano Pinto,
to replace Espinoza until the outcome
of a Constitutional Court challenge
launched by the government against
the vote to oust the minister.

Congress last Tuesday voted
to remove Espinoza after he failed
to appear before lawmakers for
questions about his handling of the
economy.

Espinoza said he could not
attend the hearing because he was
due to visit the eastern city of Santa
Cruz and then Brazil.

The  government initially
baulked at firing him, claiming that
Congress had not garnered enough

votes to push him out.

Paz eventually bowed to pressure
from parliament to sideline him.

His ouster comes at a critical
moment for Paz’s nine-month-
old administration, which was on
the ropes for weeks during mass
protests earlier this year.

Paz’s decision to scrap decades-
old fuel subsidies that had drained
the Treasury’s international US
dollar reserves caused prices to
double, triggering widespread anger.

Demonstrations over worsening
living conditions escalated into a
revolt, marked by roadblocks that
cut off major cities and calls for the
president’s resignation.

Paz, whose election ended two
decades of socialism, succeeded in
quelling the unrest by declaring a
state of emergency in June.

To extricate Bolivia from its fuel
and currency crisis he has turned to
international lenders, including the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
which has consented on a US$1.9
billion bailout.

Espinoza was central to those
negotiations. —AFP

After days adrift,
Cuban migrants rescued
by Mexico navy

This pixelated handout picture released by the Mexican Naval Infantry Corps
shows the rescue of 16 Cuban migrants who had been missing for about a week
at sea since last week near, off Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula, on Thursday last
week. According to Cuban and US media reports, the boat had set sail from Cuba’s
province of Pinar del Rio, west of Havana, on August 11. Its whereabouts had been

unknown since then.

HAVANA — The Mexican
navy told AFP on Thursday it had
rescued a group of Cuban migrants,
including several minors, who went
missing at sea last week.

The migrants set sail from the
western Cuban province of Pinar
del Rio on August 11, according to
Cuban and US media.

Their whereabouts had been
unknown since.

Fears for their safety had grown
amid reports they were running
short of supplies.

“We rescued the Cubans,”
the navy source said, putting the
number of passengers found at 15,
including four minors.

A Cuban man living in Mexico,
whose two children were travelling
on the boat with their mother, told

- AFP

Univision last Monday that the boat
was low on fuel.

Cubans seeking to leave the
island have for decades risked
their lives in flimsy boats crossing
the treacherous Florida Straits to
the United States or across the
Caribbean to Mexico.

Their journeys often end in
tragedy or disappointment, with
hundreds of migrants drowning
over the past decade or being sent
back by the coast guard.

Since  Washington  imposed
an energy blockade on the island
in January, already grim living
conditions on the island have become
calamitous, with most areas subsisting
on just a few hours of electricity per
day and food, water and medicine all
in critically short supply. —AFP
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Brighton start Premier League
season with rout of 10-man Villa

i BRIGHTON -
League Brighton launched
their Premier

League campaign with a dominant
4-0 win over 10-man Aston Villa at
the Amex Stadium yesterday.

It took the Seagulls just eight
minutes to open the scoring as
Maxim de Cuyper forced an own
goal from Victor Lindelof before the
Belgian made it 2-0 10 minutes later.

Europa League champions
Villa, who finished fourth in
England’s top-flight last season,
then capitulated completely as
Jack Hinshelwood struck two
goals in as many minutes to put
Brighton 4-0 up.

To make matters worse for the
visitors, Unai Emery’s side were
reduced to 10 men following a red
card for Joao Gomes, whose night-
mare debut only lasted 40 minutes.

Villa had in fact made a
promising start and Emiliano
Buendia almost gave them visitors
the lead inside five minutes after
he stole possession only for his
shot to miss but the bottom corner
of the net by a matter of inches.

Brighton, however, made the
most of the first chance that came
their way after Villa defender Pau
Torres’s blind pass into his own

box found De Cuyper, whose shot
struck the post before going in off
the unfortunate Lindelof.

The Seagulls soon doubled
their lead, with Georginio Rutter
making a well-timed run to get
behind the Villa defence, with his
cut back turned in by De Cuyper
from six yards out.

Fabian Hurzeler’s side were 3-0
up come the half-hour mark when
Hinshelwood tapped in from close
range after De Cuyper’s cross from
the left was knocked back across the
goal by Diego Gomez.

And just a minute later, Yasin
Ayari robbed Gomes of possession in
the Villa box to set-up Hinshelwood
for his second goal as south coast
side Brighton went 4-0 up to the
delight of their home crowd.

Villa’s afternoon deteriorated still
further shortly before half time when
Gomes, already on a yellow card,
kicked out at Rutter and received
a straight red following a video
assistant referee (VAR) review.

Birmingham club Villa did at
least manage to prevent Brighton
from scoring again in a goalless
second half, but by then the damage
had long been done in what was an
emphatic success for the Seagulls.

—AFP

Kane voted player of the
year in Germany

Bayern Munich’s English forward Harry Kane (centre) holds the trophy as

<~

he celebrates with his teammates winning the Franz Beckenbauer Supercup
football match against Borussia Dortmund on Saturday in Dortmund, western

Germany.

A MUNICH - Bayern
}~ Munich striker Harry
BunoestiGA K ane was voted the 2026
player of the year in Germany by
an association of sports journalists
yesterday, finishing ahead of
teammate Michael Olise.

The England captain won the
award after a stellar season, winning
the Bundesliga and German Cup
while Bayern also reached the
Champions League semi-finals.

Kane scored 61 goals for the
club last season in all competitions.

He then scored six goals
as England reached the World
Cup semi-finals before losing to
Argentina.

Bayern boss Vincent Kompany
was named coach of the year,
while their women’s captain Giulia
Gwinn won the award for best
female player.

- AFP

The 695 members of the
German sports  journalists
association vote on the award,
with Bundesliga players or
German  footballers  playing
abroad eligible for the honour.

Kane, 33, is the first
Englishman to win the award
while Olise also finished second
in 2025, behind Florian Wirtz.

“It’s almost impossible to find
the right superlatives to describe
Harry Kane — sometimes I’'m at a
loss for words,” Bayern sporting
director Max Eberl said in a
statement.

“He’s already been named
England’s Footballer of the Year, and
now he’s also won it in Germany.”

The England captain is among
the favourites for the Ballon
d’Or, which will be handed out in
London in October. — AFP

The Macau Post Daily

SPORT

‘Unbelievable’ Cherki proves his
point to Man City boss Maresca

Premier ~ MANCHESTER
League _  Enzo Maresca
revealed Rayan

Cherki was frustrated to be left on
the bench before the “unbelievable”
Manchester City playmaker
inspired a dramatic 2-1 win against
Bournemouth yesterday.

Maresca opted to select Phil
Foden and Antoine Semenyo
instead of Cherki for his first
Premier League game as City boss.

But with City trailing to Marcus
Tavernier’s first half goal at the
Etihad Stadium, the Italian was
forced into a chance of plan in the
62" minute.

Maresca sent on Cherki, who is
short of full fitness after the World
Cup, and the French star responded
by showing why he should have
started in the first place.

Cherki’s corner was headed
in by Marc Guehi for City’s 84"
minute equaliser and then played
a deft pass to Josko Gvardiol, who
slotted the winner two minutes into
stoppage-time.

“The impact was unbelievable, he
is that kind of player,” Maresca said.

“I like Rayan, I told him also
after the game, but sometimes when
you plan a game and you already
have (picked) four out of 11 players
who arrived late (from holidays), if
you go with one more maybe the
difference is too big.”

Cherki sometimes frustrated
Maresca’s predecessor Pep Guar-
diola with his volatile personality
and habit of unfurling flamboyant
tricks instead of simple passes last
season.

o

Bournemouth’s German head coach Marco Rose (right) speaks with Manchester
City’s, newly shorn, Norwegian striker Erling Haaland after the English Premier
League match between Manchester City and AFC Bournemouth at the Etihad
Stadium in Manchester, north west England, yesterday.

City won the game 2-1.

But Maresca insisted he had no
problem with Cherki’s character or
ability.

“Rayan is quite a nice and clear
boy. If he is not happy he wants to
show it and I know that he was not
happy today, but at the end I had to
take a decision,” Maresca said.

After last week’s thrashing by
Arsenal in the Community Shield,
former Chelsea boss Maresca was
able to celebrate his first win since
replacing Guardiola.

“It is the perfect day. I was very
pleased when the game started to
see the banner and we gave the fans
the joy of the three points at the end.
It was quite emotional,” he said.

“The spirit was fantastic. It’s a

- AFP

game we deserved to win early with
the amount of chances we had.”
Guehi was deployed in an
unfamiliar midfield role by Maresca
alongside new signing Elliot Anderson,
who failed to impress on his debut.
With City closing in on a deal
for Morocco midfielder Ayyoub
Bouaddi from Lille, it was likely

just a short-term option.

But Maresca had no regrets about
using Guehi out of position despite
his team’s tepid performance.

“I know Marc from (Crystal)
Palace and always thought he could
be a good midfielder. It was a good
performance from him,” he said.

“The good thing is he now gives
us a solution for the future.” — AFP

Szoboszlai’s last-gasp leveller rescues

Premier
League
NEWCASTLE - Liverpool mid-
fielder Dominik Szoboszlai scored a
penalty with the last kick of the game
to rescue a dramatic 2-2 draw against
Newcastle in Andoni Iraola’s first
match in charge of the Reds.
Iraola is the figurehead of a new
era for Liverpool after Arne Slot’s

close-season sacking and Mohamed
Salah’s departure to Trabzonspor.

Liverpool’s first steps into the
future were uncomfortable, with
Newcastle exposing the defensive
flaws that proved fatal for Slot last
season.

Anthony Elanga put Newcastle

Liverpool in Newcastle draw

ahead in the first half before Cody Gak-
po equalised soon after the interval.

Joe Willock’s first Premier
League goal since 2024 restored
Newcastle’s advantage, but Szo-
boszlai held his nerve to net with a
stoppage-time penalty after Lewis
Hall fouled Victor Munoz. —AFP

10-man Atletico snatch Villarreal draw as Alvarez returns

¢/ LALGA | MADRD -~
Atletico  Madrid
salvaged a 2-2 draw against

Villarreal in La Liga yesterday
despite having defender Robin Le
Normand sent off.

Giuliano Simeone grabbed his
team a draw after Gerard Moreno
and Georges Mikautadze’s penalties
put Villarreal in front following
Marc Pubill’s 59" minute opener.

Atletico coach Diego Simeone
brought Julian Alvarez on as a
second-half substitute to a chorus of
boos from home supporters.

Simeone began with Alvarez
on the bench, and fans jeered as his
name was read aloud by the stadium
announcer at the Metropolitano
stadium, after his attempt to leave
the club this summer amid interest

from Barcelona and Real Madrid.

Villarreal had  the  better
opportunities in the first half, with
Pubill blocking Mikautadze’s shot
well from close range.

The Georgian forward played
in Ayoze Perez brilliantly before
the break but Atletico stopper Jan
Oblak thwarted the Spaniard.

Atletico took the lead just
before the hour mark when Spain
defender Pubill scored from long
range, curling powerfully into the
top corner.

Atletico’s lead did not last long,
with Moreno levelling from the
penalty spot after Morten Hjulmand
clumsily felled Tajon Buchanan.

Simeone sent on Alvarez for his
first appearance of the season, with
Atletico fans showing their anger at

the Argentina international.

With 12 minutes remaining,
Villarreal took the lead with another
penalty, after Mikautadze had been
shoved over by Le Normand, who
was sent off following a VAR
review of the incident.

Mikautadze took the spot kick
himself and calmly slotted home.

However, Baena, who won the
World Cup with Spain, played in
Simeone’s son Giuliano to finish
with five minutes remaining.

Oblak  saved well from
Buchanan as Inigo Perez’s Yellow
Submarine, who pipped Atletico to
third place last season, came close
to claiming the three points.

Atletico players applauded their
fans at full-time but Alvarez walked
down the tunnel by himself. — AFP
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McLaren’s Norris wins Dutch GP after Verstappen crash

F1

Richard Carter

ZANDVOORT, Netherlands — Formula
One world champion Lando Norris stormed
to victory in a thrilling Dutch Grand Prix
yesterday, sealing back-to-back wins in a race
marred by a huge crash for local hero Max
Verstappen.

The Briton started on pole and managed
to come out on top of a sensational three-way
battle with current title leader Kimi Antonelli
and seven-time world champion Lewis
Hamilton.

Norris crossed the line 11.54 seconds
ahead of Antonelli in second place and
claimed a memorable hat-trick for McLaren at
the Dutch Grand Prix after wins for teammate
Oscar Piastri last year and the Briton himself
the year before.

“I made it tough for myself today, but a
good race. Well fought. Probably one of my
better wins. We had to fight for it well, but the
pace was very strong,” said Norris.

“I managed things incredibly well today.
So over the moon, very, very happy and nice to
win the final race here in Zandvoort,” added the
26-year-old, who also won the previous Grand
Prix in Hungary before the summer break.

Mercedes  driver  George  Russell
completed the podium after holding off a
determined challenge from Hamilton in the
closing stages of the race.

A hefty downpour an hour before lights
out meant drivers had to deal with a drying
track and the conditions created a dramatic
start to the race.

P2 Mercedes’ Italian driver Kimi Antonelli (left), P1 McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris (centre) and P3

Mercedes’ British driver George Russell celebrate on the podium after the Formula One Dutch Grand Prix

at The Circuit Zandvoort, western Netherlands, yesterday.

Coming into the last corner of the first lap,
Verstappen lost control of his Red Bull, smashed
into the wall and careered across the track,
forcing several rivals to swerve out of the way.

To the relief of the tens of thousands
of orange-clad Dutch fans, Verstappen
immediately told his team he was unhurt and
he walked free from the car.

When the race restarted after a delay of more
than 30 minutes, Antonelli reacted faster off the
grid than Norris, passing him in the first turn.

Antonelli was ahead until the 54" lap
when Norris pulled off a spectacular overtake
on the Italian.

- AFP

Norris then cruised towards the chequered
flag while behind him Hamilton engaged in a
nailbiting scrap with George Russell, which
the Mercedes man won.

The second Ferrari of Charles Leclerc
came in fifth while the other McLaren driven
by Oscar Piastri took sixth place.

‘A big party’

Antonelli still enjoys a 59-point lead over
rivals Hamilton and Russell, but he will start
the next race in Monza with a 10-place grid
penalty after Mercedes have been forced into
an engine change.

“Just didn’t have the feeling with the car
that was sliding a lot overall,” said Antonelli,
who turns 20 next week.

The teenage sensation set the pace in the
first half of the season, winning six races,
including a stunning run of five consecutive
Grand Prix.

But the chasing pack has closed in fast,
with McLaren in particular bringing upgrades
to their car that have brought them into
contention.

“Now as a team, we need to find a little bit of
time because McLaren have done a huge step.
So yeah, we’ve got to keep pushing,” he said.

It was the last edition of the Dutch Grand
Prix, with promoters pulling the plug this year
for financial reasons.

Drivers and fans alike regret the loss of
the track, whose unusual lay-out with steep
banked corners provides a unique challenge
for the drivers.

Many drivers also hailed the raucous
atmosphere at the event, with packed crowds
— most dressed from head to toe in Dutch
orange — ensuring a party spirit.

“It’s a shame to have the last race here.
The track is amazing, the fans are amazing.
Hopefully we can come back to Zandvoort
because this race needs to be in the calendar,”
said Antonelli before the Grand Prix.

Zandvoort resident Erik Romijn, 54,
told AFP he was very proud “a small city of
15,000 people can make a party for 100,000
people every year.”

“The whole world saw that we can create
a big party,” said the engineer.

—AFP

Lanier clinches badminton world title
in France’s golden double

Badminton

Faisal Kamal

NEW DELHI - Alex Lanier on
Saturday became the first singles
badminton player from France to clinch
the world championship title, moments
after the French took gold in the mixed
doubles.

In the women’s final, South Korea’s
world number one An Se-young beat
Japan’s Akane Yamaguchi 21-17, 21-14
for her second world crown.

But it was history for French
badminton, after the 21-year-old Lanier
beat Japan’s Kodai Naraoka 21-11, 21-11
in a lop-sided men’s final at New Delhi’s

Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium.

World number 10 Lanier smashed
the winner as he jumped in delight and
hugged his coach before standing on the
podium for his gold medal.

“I think definitely today (Saturday)
was a day for French badminton and it
was a day for the whole staff also,” Lanier
said after the triumph.

“Today it was the day for France,
and when the mixed won, everyone was
happy, and I just thought that I needed
to give them a double smile, double
moments, and I needed to make history
again.”

The finalists went toe-to-toe until the
mid-game interval of the opening game

France’s Delphine Delrue (right) and Thom Gicquel hit a return to China’s Feng Yan Zhe and
Huang Dong Ping during the BWF World Championships mixed doubles final badminton match at

the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi yesterday.

- AFP

with former European champion Lanier
leading 11-9.

The brawny Lanier, whose parents
are professional sailors, then hit the gas
to open the gap and take the opener in
23 minutes with a lethal combination of
attack and defence.

Lanier kept up the momentum in the
second game to take five straight points
in an 8-3 lead.

World number 11 Naraoka fought back
with his power game but soon lost steam to
a fitter and inspired Lanier, who beat world
number two Kunlavut Vitidsarn and Victor
Lai en route to the final.

The women’s title clash was much
closer with last year’s winner Yamaguchi
giving it her all in a fast-paced battle
between number one and two.

Yamaguchi’sreturnsand jumpsmashes
entertained a large crowd yesterday, but
An had answers to everything with her
attacking and baseline play.

Reigning Olympic champion An,
who won her previous world title in
2023, secured the win in 49 minutes and
let out a scream and raised her hands to
celebrate.

Yamaguchi, with a silver, became the
first women’s singles player to achieve
six medals at the showpiece event.

Earlier in the mixed doubles, French
pair of Thom Gicquel and Delphine
Delrue beat Chinese top seeds Feng
Yan Zhe and Huang Dong Ping 22-20
19-21 21-15 to get a first-ever world
championship gold for France.

In women’s doubles final, South
Korea’s Baek Ha-na and Lee So-hee
beat the top-ranked Chinese pair of Liu
Shengshu and Tan Ning 21-15, 21-15.

—AFP

No singles for
Serena, but she joins
Alcaraz for US Open

NEW YORK - Serena Williams, a 23-time

u:oﬁ," Grand Slam singles champion, and second-
ranked Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz, a seven-time

Slam singles winner, will compete together in

US Open mixed doubles, organisers announced Saturday.

The US Tennis Association announced mixed
doubles pairings topped by 44-year-old American
Williams making her return to the US Open for the first
time since 2022.

But she won’t be playing singles at the US Open.

The USTA also announced the last women’s wildcard
berth into the main draw was issued to American Sofia
Kenin, the 2020 Australian Open winner.

When other wildcard spots were revealed last
Tuesday, including one for Serena’s 46-year-old sister
Venus, there had been one berth not announced.

Serena Williams, a six-time US Open singles
champion, captured the 1998 US Open mixed doubles
title with Max Mirnyi.

She and Alcaraz received one of the last three
wildcard entries into the main draw for mixed doubles,
with other spots going to Czechs Karolina Muchova
and Jakub Mensik and Americans Emma Navarro and
Tommy Paul.

Williams played women’s doubles with Venus for
the first time since 2022 at Cincinnati but lost in the
first round.

Mixed doubles will begin tomorrow and conclude
on Wednesday at the National Tennis Center, where the
regular US Open begins on August 30.

With Britain’s Jack Draper and Elena Rybakina
of Kazakhstan withdrawing from the US Open mixed
doubles, their former partners - Americans Jessica
Pegula and Taylor Fritz - re-paired together as a team
and were given direct entry into the main draw.

Diana Shnaider, left without a partner when fellow
Russian Daniil Medvedev withdrew, will have the chance
to find a new partner and play before the draw was made
yesterday ahead of today’s start of qualifying. —AFP
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Odyssey effect: stars sell Greece
to anew wave of US tourists

Marina Rafenberg

ATHENS — The idyllic beaches
of the Greek islands have long been
adraw for European holidaymakers,
but now a new wave of US tourists
is waking up to their charms, driven
by stars like Madonna, Katy Perry
and Justin Bieber.

Madonna celebrated her 68
birthday on Corfu, sharing a whirl
of parties and boat trips against the
backdrop of the island’s landscape
with her 20 million Instagram
followers — earning her rapturous
thanks from Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

And experts say the huge
popularity of Christopher Nolan
blockbuster “The Odyssey” will
only fuel the trend — though
holidaymakers will be hoping
for an easier trip home than the
one endured by Matt Damon’s
eponymous hero.

While Madonna partied in
Corfu, singer Bieber took his
family to the Peloponnese. Perry
and her partner, Canada’s former
prime minister Justin Trudeau,
sampled the delights of Mykonos.

All of them chronicled their
holidays on social media, giving
the Greek tourism industry a
massive hit of free advertising.

“Celebrities are voting for
the Greek summer!” public
broadcaster ERT said on Friday,
devoting a report to these stars
from across the Atlantic.

The Greek newspaper 7o Vima
(“The Tribune”) hailed this “new
wave” which “helps raise the coun-
try’s international profile”. It cited
British singer and actress Rita Ora,
who shared her holidays with “her
millions of followers” on social media.

Paris Tsartas, professor of
tourism development at Harokopio
University in Athens, told AFP the
deluge of celebrity endorsements
gave Greece a powerful boost as a
summer destination — particularly
with the lucrative American market.

After a decade of financial
woes following the debt crisis of
2009, and the devastation of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Greece has
pumped money into the sector,
which accounts for nearly 30
percent of GDP, according to the

Association of Greek Tourism
Enterprises (SETE).

Around 1.55 million Americans
visited Greece in 2025. They
represent the third-largest source of
tourism income, behind Germans
and Britons, according to SETE,
with an average spending per
tourist of 1,120 euros (US$1,300).

To answer growing demand, the
main US airlines have significantly
stepped up services, American
Airlines increasing its total available
seat capacity by 30 percent compared
with last year’s summer.

And this year Greece has had its
highest-ever number of direct flights,
with 103 connections a week between
Athens and the United States.

Set-jetting

Some of the new enthusiasm
is driven by the phenomenon of
“set-jetting” — people travelling
to a destination after seeing it in a
movie or TV series.

In a study for online travel giant
Expedia, 13 percent of American
travellers said they had booked a trip
after seeing a destination on screen.

Greece is well acquainted
with the trend, after hit musical
“Mamma Mia”, filmed on the
island of Skopelos, triggered a
jump in American visitors.

Prof. Tsartas predicted “The Od-
yssey” would have a similar impact.

Key parts of Nolan’s film,
recounting the travails of Damon’s
Odysseus as he seeks to return
home from the Trojan war to
his wife Penclope, played by
Anne Hathaway, were shot in the
Peloponnese region of Greece.

According to Easylet Holidays,
cited by the Greek newspaper
Kathimerini (“The Daily”), bookings
to Greece increased by 18 percent
in the weeks following the film’s
international release in mid-July.

And there is more small-screen
exposure for Greece’s charms
to come: Netflix had chosen the
country for the sixth season of hit
series “Emily in Paris”.

Lead actress Lily Collins
and the rest of the production
team were spotted this spring in
Mykonos, Paros and Santorini.

—AFP
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‘Aura’ battles leap from social media
to LatAm streets

Lucero Méndez

MEXICO CITY — In the middle of
a cheering crowd in Mexico City, two
teenagers are limbering up for battle.

Staring at each other intently,
they look as if they could come to
blows.

Instead, they take turns to
silently perform a series of moves
and poses that look, to the untrained
eye, as if they are playing charades
or, as they writhe on the ground,
breakdancing.

Welcome to an “aura farming”
battle, a phenomenon born on social
media that has spilled over onto the
streets of Latin America.

Carlos Irving Quintana, a
slim 14-year-old with purple hair,
wins cheers of approval with his
enactment of the iconic “Siuuu” leap
of Portuguese football star Cristiano
Ronaldo when he scores a goal.

He continues by “mewing,” a
TikTok trend where people suck
in their cheeks and point a finger
at their jawline to emphasise their
chiseled features.

His opponent responds by
juggling his outstretched palms in a
“6-7,” a viral youth meme that has
no fixed meaning but has become so
ubiquitous that even Pope Leo has
taken to performing it.

Confidence test

On TikTok and Instagram, a
person’s “aura” alludes to their style
or attitude, with “100% aura” high
praise for the most effortlessly cool
persona.

“Farming” refers to repetitive
tactics used to gain points in video
games.

These rare real-life gatherings
of young people in the social media
era are also gaining popularity in
Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and Bolivia.

Most of the participants were
between 14 and 20 years old.

They are judged on their ability
to reference as many viral memes
and videos as possible.

Young people gather around,
recording the action on their
smartphones as tinny, video game-
like music emanates from a speaker.

The winner of the recent Mexico
City edition was a fresh-faced Kaled

Kanye West planned concerts trigger frenzy in Russia

MOSCOW — Rapper Kanye
West’s announcement of two stadium
concerts in Russia later this year has
sent the local media and political
scene into a frenzy — with President
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman even
asked on Thursday if a planned
meeting was on the cards.

US star West, who also goes by
the stage name Ye, will perform at the
Gazprom Arena in Saint Petersburg
on October 10 and 11 in what will
the biggest show by a Western artist
since Moscow launched its offensive
on Ukraine in February 2022.

Most American and European
artists have shunned Russia, which
was hit by huge sanctions after it
launched the war.

West has a cult following in
Russia and more than 100,000
tickets to the shows have already
been sold, Russian media reported
citing the concert promoters.

In a daily briefing on Thursday,
Kremlin  spokesman  Dmitry
Peskov was asked if there were
any plans for Putin to meet West.

“This is not our area. This is
not ‘Mosconcert’”, Peskov told
the reporter, referring to a Russian
cultural agency.

“This is the presidential admin-
istration,” he added — without
explicitly ruling out a meeting.

Lawmakers and officials have
also jumped into the frenzy.

While one thanked him for

not giving into “anti-Russian
hysteria”, MP Nikolai Novichkov
has been critical of the rapper’s
statements glorifying Nazi leader
Adolf Hitler.

West  sparked  widespread
outrage with comments praising
Hitler, a song titled “Heil Hitler”
and the sale of T-shirts bearing a
swastika on his website.

Under Russia’s “law against
rehabilitation of Nazism”, Holocaust
denial and the spreading of false
information about the Third Reich is
punishable by years in prison.

Several countries — including
the United Kingdom, France and
Poland — have this year banned
West from performing. —AFP

Two young men take part in an “Aura Battle” face-off in Mexico City on Thursday last
week. The so-called “Aura Battle” is a new viral trend among young people in which
two individuals face off in public spaces without speaking, using poses or dance
moves to demonstrate who projects more charisma and style.

City on Thursday last week.

Rosales Salazar, who mimicked
lassoing and leading his opponent,
Quintana, like a horse, with a giant
white sandal as a prop.

A jury member said he
recognised the youngster’s potential
from the moment he clapped eyes
on his red Cars-themed Lightning
McQueen shorts and clogs.

“Whoever looks the best, shows
it off, gets the most laughs and has the
most confidence wins,” said 22-year-
old Aldhir Gonzalez, organiser of the
bout, which took place in front of the
Palace of Fine Arts.

In Argentina, the contests have
fuelled numerous memes that have
even been seized on by top-flight
football clubs.

Boca Juniors posted a photo
on X of its midfielder Santiago
Ascacibar celebrating a goal and

A young woman gestures to her opponent during an “Aura Battle” face-off in Mexico

- AFP

- AFP

‘Getting out of the house’
“Aura is a lifestyle” that “almost
no one understands,” said the organiser
of an upcoming battle in Buenos Aires.
Older audiences, however, are
mystified by what some see as a
dumbing down of popular culture.

“If it were up to me, there would
be mandatory military service,” said
a mayor in Honduras who banned
the battles.

Venezuelan psychologist Maria
Eugenia Tovar defended the battles,
arguing they “can lead to in-person
encounters” for teens.

Rosales came away with 3,000
pesos (U$177) in prize money. In
Argentina, the reward is the mantle
of having “infinite aura.”

“I plan to go to more battles,” he
told AFP. “More than for a prize, |
do it to have fun and get out of the

joking that his aura was unbeatable. house.” —AFP
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Please come for me...

Dogs rescued from destroyed buildings after the 7.2 and 7.5 earthquakes
remain in the Mision Nevado temporary shelter in La Guaira, Venezuela on
Saturday.

Venezuela was struck by two 7.2 and 7.5 earthquakes on June 24,

which have left at least 6,438 people dead. Nearly two months later, pets
rescued from the rubble after the twin earthquakes remain in temporary
shelters, waiting to be reunited with their former owners or their new

adoptive families. - AFP
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Arecently added
painting of the late
country singer Toby
Keith raising a red solo
cup is seen on the
famous Legends Corner
Mural In Nashville last
Tuesday in Nashville,
Tennessee. - AFP

<

Douhle
celebration

Panda twins Lotti

(left) and Leni feed

on vegetables of their
birthday cake, on Friday
at the Zoological Garden
(Berlin’s zoo) as Berlin’s
Panda twins celebrate
their second birthday.

- AFP
Mirror images =
A couple visits the recently e b
opened Space and Time Cube — 1.8 3 ;
Surabaya immersive digital art 1 T L , -
space, in Surabaya, Indonesia - W"'i‘hﬁ’- - 4 v
yesterday. - AFP | n I
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A cosplayer dressed as Black Rock Shooter attends Anime NYC 2026 at
the Jacob Javits Center in New York on Saturday.

Anime NYC 2026, the largest anime convention on the East Coast, brings
together fans from around the world for four days showcasing the best of
Japanese pop culture. - AFP

<
More wings, more power

Cosplayer Yvonne Chockey creates content with a friend for her social
media accounts while cosplaying as Angewomon, a character from the
popular Digimon anime series, ahead of the Otamatsuri convention at the
rooftop of her home in Kutus, Kenya last Monday. - AFP




