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Police bust protection racket
involving casino security

Tony Wong

The Judiciary Police (PJ)
announced yesterday that they have
busted a criminal protection racket
involving security staff (including
two managers) at a casino in Cotai.

The syndicate had extorted
protection fees from individuals
involved in gaming-related crimes,
engaged in coercion, and harboured
offenders since March last year,
obtaining at least HK$1.4 million in
illicit proceeds.

A total of 14 suspects have been
arrested, comprising nine security
staff members (two managers, one
supervisor, and six security guards)
at the casino and five individuals
acting as “intermediaries”.

The nine security staff members
are all local men, while the five
“intermediaries” comprise a local
man, two local women, and two
female residents from the Chinese
mainland.

Details of the case were disclosed
during a special press conference
at the PJ headquarters in Zape
yesterday. The PJ spokespeople did
not identify the casino where the
syndicate had its operational base.

In July 2025, the police received
intelligence indicating that security
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guards at a casino in Cotai were
acting as a “protection umbrella”
for gaming offenders in exchange
for protection money. Following an
in-depth investigation, the police
identified a criminal organisation
led and structured primarily by the

A misting truck drives down a road in Shenyang, the capital of northeastern Liaoning
Province, yesterday. The mercury is forecast to climb to 37° Celsius in Shenyang

today.

- Xinhua
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Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the 14 hooded suspects to a PJ vehicle outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.

casino’s senior security personnel.
The syndicate’s division of
labour was based on a clearly
defined hierarchy. The gang was led
by a security manager—a 66-year-
old local man surnamed Pang—
who was tasked with directing the

Portugal moves to tax windfall
profits of oil firms

LISBON -The Portuguese
government approved yesterday
a draft law launching a temporary
tax on the windfall profits earned
by oil firms due to soaring prices
following the Middle East war.

“The  corresponding  tax
revenues will be dedicated to
supporting families and sectors
most impacted by fuel price
increases,” the government said in
a statement following a meeting
of the cabinet of ministers.
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syndicate, managing operations,
and distributing the illicit profits.
The other eight security staff
members, aged between 26 and 58,
included another security manager
and a security supervisor.
According to the press confer-

The funds will also serve to
finance investments to decarbonise
the economy, it added.

The draft law must now be
submitted to parliament.

The move comes after Portugal
joined four other EU countries —
Austria, Germany, Italy and Spain
— in calling for the imposition of
a windfall profits tax on oil firms.

They noted that similar taxes
were implemented in 2022 when
energy prices soared following

14 arrested for casino extortion & harbouring
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ence, the syndicate operated using
two major modi operandi: extorting
protection fees from offenders, and
harbouring offenders by “fixing”
cases.

Regarding the first modus
operandi, the syndicate identified
targets through intermediaries, who
secretly photographed individuals
engaging in gaming-related offences
and forwarded the images to the
security staff. The security guards
would then intensify spot-checks on
these targets based on the photographs
and escort them to the security office
for identity verification.

Continued on p.5

Russia’s military operation in
Ukraine.

Finance Minister Joaquim
Miranda Sarmento said in May
he had received the green light
from the European Commission
to introduce a temporary windfall
tax as it had done in 2022.

Portugal has already taken
measures to cushion the impact of
higher oil prices at the pump such
as reducing taxes on diesel and
petrol. —AFP
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20" CPC Central Committee to
hold 5t plenary session in Oct

The fifth plenary session of the 20" Communist Party of
China (CPC) Central Committee will be held in Beijing in
October, according to a decision made at a CPC Central Com-
mittee Political Bureau meeting yesterday.
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— Story on p. 7

Firefighters battle to contain
deadly Crete blaze in Greece

Greece yesterday battled to contain a spate of wildfires,
including on the tourist island of Crete that forced
thousands of locals and holidaymakers to evacuate, and
left three firefighters dead.

— Storyonp. 10
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Chinese e-tricycles boost
livelihoods in Cape Verde

As dawn breaks over a fishing pier in Praia, Cape Verde,
40-year-old Ivanilda da Veiga is already at work, loading fresh
tuna onto a Chinese-made electric tricycle, and driving it toward
a bustling market in the heart of the city.

— Story on p. 12



MACAU

The Macau Post Daily

Your trusted source for real news FRIDAY July 31,2026

Film & TV Industry Service Centre to start trial run next month

Armindo Neves

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
President Deland Leong Wai Man
announced yesterday that the gov-
ernment-initiated Film and Televi-
sion Industry Service Centre will
begin trial operations in mid-August.

The IC hosted its monthly press
conference on cultural and sporting
activities for the upcoming month
alongside the Sports Bureau (ID)
yesterday at the Macao Cultural
Centre (CCM) in Nape. The briefing
was also attended by Sports Bureau
Acting President See Lei Si Leng.

According to Leong, the Film
and Television Industry Service
Centre aims to strengthen exchanges
and cooperation between Macau’s
film and television professionals
and their counterparts in the
Chinese mainland. It will provide
advisory and referral services to
help young industry professionals
connect more effectively with the
Chinesemainland market.

A statement released during
the press conference noted that the
centre will collaborate with the
Guangdong Film and Television
Integrated Service Platform
— established jointly by the
Guangdong Provincial Film Bureau
and the Guangdong Provincial
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Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man (forth from right), Sports Bureau (ID) Acting President See Lei Si Leng
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(forth from left) and other government officials pose during yesterday’s press conference at Macao Cultural Centre (CCM) in Nape.

Radio and Television Bureau — to
tap into the “1+21” provincial-city
filming service network, which
covers all 21 prefecture-level cities
in Guangdong.

Guangdong  comprises s
provincial capital, Guangzhou, and
21 prefecture-level cities, such as
Zhuhai and Shenzhen.

The statement added that the

CCAC busts policeman for
document forgery

Armindo Neves

The Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) announced
in a statement yesterday that it
has uncovered a case in which
a Public Security Police (PSP)
officer is suspected of running
a red light and subsequently
arranging for someone else to
take the blame.

According to the statement,
the suspect was already suspended
from duty due to his involvement
in another criminal case and had
been working as a food delivery
rider for an extended period
without authorisation by the
Public Security Police.

The statement withheld the
suspect’s age, rank, and surname.

accountability, the statement said.

During the investigation, the
individual who was paid admitted
to having accepted the money to
act as a “fall guy” — taking the
blame on behalf of the officer.

The officer and the accomplice
have since been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP),
each facing a charge of document
forgery.

Meanwhile, the Public
Security Police announced in a
separate statement late yesterday
that disciplinary  proceedings
have been initiated against the
officer involved, and that they
will actively cooperate with the
CCAC.m

Subsequently, after being Zhls,:;naze d

cited for running a red light, he fr(:J‘:In t:: ¢
is suspected of arranging for Commission
another person to falsely claim Against
responsibility for the offence Corruption
to the Public Security Police ﬁ H I8 % (CCAC) website
in exchange for a payment of £ yesterday shows
1,000 patacas, in order to evade C C A O itsofficial logo.
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initiative will promote industrial
integration and market expansion
within the sector, helping young
professionals integrate into the na-
tional development strategy. During
the trial period, the centre will carry
out case-based pilot projects, coor-
dinate industry resources, and orga-
nise industry networking events.
Leong did not say where the

- Photo: Armindo Neves

centre will be located.

Meanwhile, the Cultural Affairs
Bureau announced that it will launch
a new themed cultural tourism
route, “Discovering the History of
Macao”. Operating under a “history
+ performing arts + cultural and
creative” model, it links three key
historical sites: the site of the 1844
signing of the unequal US-China

Treaty of Wangxia (aka Treaty of
Mong Ha) at Kun Iam Temple, the
Xian Xinghai Memorial Museum,
and General Ye Ting’s Former
Residence. Tours will take place on
Saturdays and Sundays from mid-
August until the end of September.

The 3" Macao International
Children’s Arts Festival (MICAF)
will continue with several children’s
theatre performances throughout
August, while the “MICAF Fun
Day” arts carnival will feature water
play and foam parties during its
final two weeks. Additionally, the
“Art Everywhere” weekend party
will continue at Anim’Arte NAM
VAN every Friday and Sunday
next month, while the “Lucidity
in a Prosperous Era: Guangdong
Painting of the Qing Dynasty”
exhibition will open next month.

On the sports front, the statement
highlighted that the “Hengqin-Macao
Cup” open badminton tournament
will take place on August 9 at the
Macau East Asian Games Dome.
Tickets for WTT Champions Macao
2026, scheduled for September 9-13,
go on sale today.

Meanwhile, the Sports Bureau
urged people participating in outdoor
activities to take precautions against
heatstroke and keep cool. B

Guangdong to issue offshore provincial
govt bonds in Macau for 6" time

Tony Wong
Guangdong will issue offshore
provincial ~ government  bonds

in Macau next month, marking
the sixth consecutive year the
neighbouring province has done so,
the Monetary Authority of Macao
(AMCM) announced in a statement
yesterday.

As with last year, the renminbi-
denominated issuance will include
green bonds*, blue bonds*,
and specialised bonds aimed at
supporting the development of
the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Henggin.

Renminbi (“people’s currency”)
is the official name of the nation’s
legal tender, commonly known as
the yuan.

Unchanged from 2024 and 2025,
the Guangdong Provincial People’s
Government will issue 2.5 billion
yuan worth of offshore provincial
government bonds in Macau this
year. Previous issuances stood at 2.2
billion yuan in 2021, and 2.0 billion
yuan in both 2022 and 2023.

As in the past five years, the
bonds will be offered exclusively to
institutional investors.

Macau’s quasi-central bank
noted that preparatory work by the
Guangdong provincial government
for the upcoming offering has
been supported by the Ministry of
Finance in Beijing. The issuance
will comprise tranche options with
two-year, three-year, and five-year
maturities.

The statement highlighted that
Guangdong’s sixth consecutive
bond issuance underscores
ongoing support from both the
Central People’s Government and
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This file photo taken in March this year shows the headquarters of the Macau
Monetary Authority (AMCM) on Guia Hill in the peninsula. - Photo: Tony Wong

Guangdong provincial authorities
for Macau to expand its bond
market, foster a financial sector with
“special features”, and advance its
economic diversification strategy.

It added that the continued
offering of  Hengqin-themed
bonds is a key initiative to deepen
Guangdong-Macau cooperation and
integrate the region into national
development plans. Furthermore,
the inclusion of green and blue
bonds will help diversify Macau’s
financial market while connecting
sustainable projects across the
Guangdong-Hong  Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA) with
international capital. ®

*4 green bond is a fixed-income
instrument specifically designed to
raise capital for climate and envi-
ronmental projects, such as renew-
able energy, clean transportation,
and sustainable water management.
Issued by governments, banks, or
corporations, these debt securities
function like traditional bonds but
require the issuer to strictly allo-

cate the proceeds towards verified
eco-friendly initiatives. In return,
investors gain a reliable financial
yield while contributing directly to
sustainability goals and the global
transition to a low-carbon economy.
— Gemini

**4 blue bond is a specialised
fixed-income financial instrument
designed explicitly to raise capital
for projects that protect, restore,
and sustainably manage marine
and ocean ecosystems. Functioning
as a subset of green bonds, these
debt securities require issuers —
such as governments, multilateral
development banks, or corporations
—tostrictly direct the capital towards
“blue” initiatives like sustainable
fisheries, marine conservation,
ocean-based renewable energy,
and coastal pollution control. By
connecting capital markets to
marine health, blue bonds offer
investors reliable financial returns
while accelerating the transition to
a sustainable global blue economy.
— Gemini
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MGM graduates its 1t arts &
culture docent cohort

Khalel Vallo
More than 120 primary and
secondary school students have

completed the inaugural MGM Arts &
Culture Docent Training Programme,
with MGM stating that the initiative
aims to nurture the next generation of
arts and culture ambassadors through
museum-based learning and practical
guiding experience.

MGM held a graduation ceremony
yesterday at MGM MACAU in
Nape for the first cohort of its MGM
Arts & Culture Docent Training
Programme, with nearly 300 guests,
students, school representatives and
parents attending the event.

The programme is organised

by the integrated resort, co-
organised by the Education and
Youth Development Bureau

(DSEDJ) and the Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC), and supported by the
Chinese Education Association of
Macau, the Macao Catholic Schools
Association and the Macao Civil
Service Educational Association.
The programme used the POLY
MGM MUSEUM as a training
platform, providing structured
docent* training for upper primary
and junior secondary students.

Graduates will be able to contin-
ue participating in guided tours and
museum-related activities as ‘Fu-
ture Arts & Cultural Ambassadors’,
according to a statement released by
MGM yesterday.

Addressing the ceremony, MGM
China Holdings Limited Chief
Executive Officer and Executive
Director Kenneth Feng Xiaofeng
said that the museum serves
not only as a cultural landmark
promoting Chinese culture and
cross-cultural exchange, but also as
a platform for talent development.
He added that the programme
provides students with museum-
based learning opportunities that
enhance their cultural awareness,
communication and presentation
skills, while broadening their global

perspectives.

MGM noted that it has been
developing arts and cultural
docents since 2013, having
trained about 1,400 university
student docents and provided
more than 60,000 cumulative

MGM China Holdings Limited Chief
Executive Officer and Executive Director
Kenneth Feng Xiaofeng addresses
yesterday’s “MGM Arts & Culture
Docent Training Programme” graduation
ceremony at MGM MACAU in Nape.

hours of professional training and
internship opportunities. The new
programme extends that training to
younger students through a two-tier
framework, the statement said.

The first stage is a five-day
summer camp for P4 to P6 students,
while the second is a 54-hour training
course for F2 and F3 students
focusing on arts and cultural
knowledge, guiding techniques,
public speaking, stage presence and
hospitality services, the statement
said, noting that the curriculum
also includes museum internship
sessions, allowing  participants
to gain hands-on experience
while building confidence and
communication skills.

Speaking to the media after the
ceremony, junior docent Leong Wai
Teng said that the programme had
helped her become more confident
and organised when speaking. “I
think I’'m more confident in my
speech, I express myself better,
and I am more organised. I think
it’s good for my future”, she said.
When asked how the programme
differed from classroom learning,
Leong said that museum-based
learning allowed students to better
understand what they learned.

“The knowledge obtained in
class is probably just what the
teacher says, but there’s nothing for
us to see. You can learn more here,
and you can see things more clearly
in the museum”, Leong said.

Although she has not yet decided
on her future career, Leong said that
the experience would be beneficial
regardless of the path she chooses.

During the event, participants
also guided guests and parents
through exhibitions to demonstrate
the skills they acquired during the

programme.
MGM said that graduates can
continue serving as volunteer

museum docents in their spare time
while receiving priority access
to the integrated resort’s arts and
cultural activities, enabling them
to further develop their knowledge
and practical experience

through continued training and
participation. ®

*4 docent is a person who works
as a museum tour guide, a college
teacher, or an educational guide.
The word comes from a Latin word
that means “to teach”. — Gemini

Junior docent Leong Wai Teng speaks to
the media after the graduation ceremony
in Nape. - Photos: Khalel Vallo

MACAU

Recalling risky baby formula
aligns with int’l practice: govt

Armindo Neves

The Health Bureau (SSM),
in conjunction with the
Pharmaceutical Supervision and
Administration Bureau (ISAF)
and the Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM), announced in a joint
statement yesterday that removing
infant formula posing a possible
food-safety risk from shelves is an
internationally accepted practice.

Last Saturday, the three bureaus
ordered the withdrawal of a Dutch
infant formula, “Frisolac Prestige
Stage 1 Infant Formula” (imported
by FrieslandCampina (Hong Kong)
Ltd), after a sample was found to
contain 0.2 mg/kg of lead. This
exceeded the maximum legal limit
of 0.02 mg/kg for lead in infant
formula as stipulated in Macau’s
Maximum Limits of Heavy Metal
Contaminants in Food.

In response to the case, the
Health Bureau has also arranged
for the public Conde de Sao
Januario Hospital Centre (CHCS)J),
the public Macao Union Hospital
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Undated file photo of a can of Frisolac
Prestige Stage 1 Infant Formula 800g -
Photo courtesy of foodpanda

(informally known as Hip Woh) in
Cotai, and the private Kiang Wu
Hospital to set up a green channel
for paediatric emergency care.
According to  yesterday’s
statement, 48 cans of the affected
product had been recalled as of
Wednesday. In addition, expanded

random testing of 28 other samples
from the same brand revealed no
irregularities.

Between July 25 and 29, a total
of 156 telephone enquiries were
received, among which 43 callers
made appointments for outpatient
consultations, and nine callers
attended paediatric  emergency
services. The statement added that
among all those who sought medical
attention, no cases of lead poisoning
emergencies were identified.

The three bureaus emphasised
that because long-term excessive
lead intake in infants and young
children can affect neurological
development, even a single sample
exceeding the limit necessitates
preventive removal of the risky
products from shelves in accordance
with the law — an approach that
aligns with standard international
practice. Local officials have
already met with the brand’s
general distributor, manufacturer,
and importer for follow-up action,
yesterday’s statement said. W

Creative Macau unveils Cheang Chi-Tat’s
‘Dark Shards’ solo exhibition

Khalel Vallo

Creative Macau — Centre for
Creative Industries (CCI) in Nape
has launched “Dark Shards”, a solo
exhibition by local multidisciplinary
artist Vincent Cheang Chi-Tat,
showcasing a new series of visual
artworks and original design
products inspired by everyday life,
music and personal reflection.

The exhibition, which opened
yesterday, features a collection of
visual artworks alongside original
design products created by the
artist.

According to a statement
by the gallery yesterday, ‘“Dark
Shards” explores how fragments of
everyday experiences and fleeting
inspirations can be transformed
into artistic expression. The
statement describes the works as
“unspoken thoughts from busy
days and inspirations stirred by
radio tunes”, with Cheang acting
as “acollector and conductor of the
night” who reorganises scattered
moments into meaningful visual

narratives, adding that the concept
of “shards” symbolises renewal,
suggesting that fragmentation
can become the starting point for
rebirth and new perspectives.

Cheang, who is also a musician,
balances commercial design work
with personal artistic practice,
according to the statement.

The statement noted that
Cheang’s experience in hosting a
five-day-a-week radio programme
has influenced his visual art,
giving it a distinctive sense of
rhythm and musicality. The artist
has previously participated in
exhibitions such as Highway
Star (2018), Parallel Universe
(2022), When Tat Chi Meets
Chi Tat (2023), and Art Macao:
Synchronicity (2023).

Running through August 22,
the exhibits are on display at the
gallery on the ground floor of the
Macao Cultural Centre (CCM)
in Nape with free admission
between Monday and Saturday,
from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.,
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Local multidisciplinary artist Vincent
Cheang Chi-Tat addresses yesterday’s
“Dark Shards” opening ceremony at
Creative Macau gallery in Nape.

- Photo: Khalel Vallo

offering visitors the opportunity
to explore Cheang’s latest works
that combine visual art, music
and design through a personal
and multidisciplinary creative
approach. m

Stay tuned for an upcoming p4.

Tickets for WTT Champions Macao 2026
available from today

Rui Pastorin

The WTT (World Table Tennis)
Champions Macao 2026 presented
by Galaxy Entertainment Group
(GEQG) is slated to take place at
the Macao East Asia Games Dome
from September 8 to 13, with the
first round of tickets to be sold
from 7 p.m. today.

According to a statement by
the Sports Bureau (ID) yesterday, a
total of 64 competitors comprising
32 male and 32 female players will

by vying for top prizes in the men’s
and women’s singles respectively.
The statement said that the round
of 32 matches will be played on
September 8 and 9, as well as during
the first session on September 10.
The second session on
September 10 will see the round
of 16 matches, as well as on
September 11. The quarter finals
will take place on 12 September,
while the semi-finals and the finals
will be played on 13 September,

according to the statement.

The event is organised by the
bureau, WTT, GEG and the Macau
Table Tennis General Association.

Tickets are priced between
210 patacas and 1,520 patacas, the
statement said, with each person
able to purchase up to six tickets
per transaction. More details can
be found on wttmacao.sport.gov.
mo and worldtabletennis.com,
along with the bureau’s related
social media pages. B
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Sands China packs, distributes
1,500 emergency Kkits
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This photo provided by Sands China shows Sands Cares Ambassadors posing for a recent group photo at the Macau

2026

Red Cross headquarters after assembling 1,500 emergency kits.

Rui Pastorin

Integrated resort operator Sands China recently
partnered with Macau Red Cross to promote the
“Sands Cares Disaster Preparation & Emergency
Response Kit Programme”, with Sands Cares
Ambassador community volunteers assembling
and distributing 1,500 emergency Kkits to four local
schools as well as held related on-site workshops.

Marking eight years of collaboration, Sands
China and Macau Red Cross have organised the
kit programme since 2019 to local schools. The
programme has been extended to local schools
since 2024, according to a recent statement by the
integrated resort operator, promoting “relevant
knowledge and distributing emergency kits have
been promoted to primary students through disaster
preparation workshops, benefiting nearly 9,000
households to date”.

The kits were assembled at the Macau Red
Cross headquarters, while the recent workshops
at the four schools were held between June 17 and
July 7, adding that since 2024, 19 schools have
been covered in Areia Preta, Patane, Fai Chi Kei,
Ilha Verde, Toi San, and Taipa, the statement said.

Meanwhile, the statement added that Sands
China included a fire evacuation mask to this year’s
kits. A First Aid and Disaster Preparation Workshop,

along with the distribution of emergency kits to
Sands China team members on property, was also
featured in the programme for the first time this year.

Sands China Executive Vice Chairman Wilfred
Wong Ying Wai was quoted by the statement
as saying that the initiative “has demonstrated
our company’s commitment to caring for and
serving the community, and has brought together
community forces to promote the spirit of mutual
support and assistance. This year, not only have we
optimised the emergency kits and supplemented
them with additional disaster preparedness items,
but we have also extended the disaster preparation
workshops to our team members for the first time,
further expanding the impact of the programme.”

Macau Red Cross deputy director of disaster
relief affairs Owen Wong was quoted as saying that
with Sands China, they have “consistently advanced
community disaster preparation workshops and
the emergency kit initiative, sharing emergency
response and evacuation skills in low-lying areas,
at schools, and with households”. He added that a
fire prevention and response workshop was added
to the existing workshop “in view of the severe
fire incident in a neighbouring region” and “to
strengthen the public’s ability to protect themselves
in the event of a fire or smoke emergency”.

GEG hosts volleyball outreach
series for community

Rui Pastorin

Ahead of the recently concluded “Women’s Volleyball Nations
League [VNL] — Finals Macao 2026”, Galaxy Entertainment Group
(GEG) launched a raft of activities as a part of its “GEG Sports for Good
Community Program: ‘V Together’ Volleyball Outreach Series”.

According to a recent statement by the integrated resort operator, the
initiative aimed to “extend the tournament experience to different sectors
of the community and encourage participation”.

Among the activities held were inviting nearly 200 members from local
social service organizations and youth groups including Fuhong Society
of Macau, Macau Special Olympics (“MSO”), Macau Deaf Association,
Association of Parents of People with Intellectual Disabilities of Macau,
Caritas Macau, GEG Youth Achievement Program and Young Men’s
Christian Association of Macau, to matches, the statement noted.

The statement added that GEG supported MSO and Fuhong Society
of Macau in operating charity sales booths at the venue, while bouquets
for participating teams were also prepared by members of Hong Kong
Hin affiliated with the Association of Parents of People with Intellectual
Disabilities of Macau.

Meanwhile, at the “Volleyball Experience” at Galaxy Macau’s East
Square, GEG arranged for MSO and the Macau Deaf Association to join
its themed activities.

The statement added that GEG and other organisers also invited
several members of the Chinese Women’s National Volleyball Team
to interact with participants from local youth training teams under the
Volleyball Association of Macao, China, and the GEG Staff Social Club’s
Volleyball Team.

Among the other activities that the company also supported were a
series of autograph sessions, the statement added.

The VNL finals took place on Sunday, with Turkiye winning gold,
followed by Brazil and Italy taking silver and bronze respectively.
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This photo recently provided by Galaxy Entertainment Group (GEG) shows
members of the Macau Special Olympics (MSO), with GEG staff, waving to the camera
at the “Volleyball Experience” event at the East Square of Galaxy Macau in Cotai.

Wynn hosts Asia’s 50 Best Bars for 2" year

Rui Pastorin

The awards ceremony, along with related
activities, for Asia’s 50 Best Bars 2026 was
recently hosted at Wynn Palace, marking the
second consecutive year of integrated resort
operator Wynn being the official host partner.

According to a statement yesterday,
the awards ceremony* took place at Wynn
Palace’s Grand Theatre on Tuesday, with the
event attended by over 1,000 guests.

Meanwhile, six days of official gatherings,
bar takeovers**, collaborative dinners and
late-night celebrations had also taken place
from July 24 to 29.

Aside from the official events, the
statement said that the integrated resort
operator’s signature restaurants and bars
welcomed more than 50 bartenders and chefs
from Asia, Europe and North America.

Moreover, through an expanded edition
of “Wing Lei Bar & Friends”, the celebration
“unfolded across a dynamic program of
guided tastings, guest shifts, collaborative
meals and spirited late-night takeovers”.

Among the highlights were the launch
of UNITY 2.0, the second chapter of Wing
Lei Bar’s signature cocktail menu, while

signature events included the “Bartenders’
Bartender Takeover” and “Behind Her Bar”,
the statement said.

The event concluded with the “Closing
Brunch” held at Drunken Fish at Wynn Macau
on Wednesday, the statement said, adding that
the event gathered Wing Lei Bar, Bangkok’s

“Dry Wave Cocktail Studio” and Jakarta’s
“Carrots” for a final round of cocktails.

*According to the World's 50 Best website,
“Hope & Sesame” in Guangzhou topped the
list. In terms of Macau, The St. Regis Bar
(Macau) was featured, ranking at number 45
and being a re-entry.

* A bar takeover (also known as a guest shift
or guest bar tender takeover) is a hospitality
event where a visiting bartender, mixologist, or
entire team temporarily takes over operations
behind the counter at another venue — often
in a different city or country — typically for a
single night or weekend. Gemini

This photo provided by integrated resort operator Wynn shows a group photo from Asia’s 50 Best Bars 2026 held earlier this week at Wynn Palace.
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Police bust protection racket
involving casino security

Continued from p.1

Afterwards, the intermediaries
approached  these  individuals,
claiming thatifthey wished to continue
engaging in illegal activities in the
casino without being intercepted or
handed over to the police, they would
need to pay a monthly “protection
fee” of HK$10,000.

If an offender refused to pay,
the security guards applied further
pressure — threatening to hand them
over to the police or have them
deported —whilst raising the fee to
HK$20,000 per month. To avoid
police involvement or deportation,
many of the gaming-related
offenders ultimately acquiesced.

Regarding the second modus
operandi, when gaming offenders were
taken to the security office following
complaints of theft or fraud from
gamblers, the security guards involved
contacted intermediaries to negotiate
a “settlement fee” with the offenders.
Sums ranged from HK$5,000 to
HK$40,000 per incident, depending
on the severity of the case.

Upon receiving payment, the
security guards falsely claimed to
have negotiated an agreement with
the police that the offenders would
not be subject to law-enforcement
action. They then persuaded
the victims not to file criminal
complaints, framing the incidents as
mere “misunderstandings”.

Finally, the security guards

nEENe® i

failed to report the matters to the
police and released the offenders.

The gang also maintained a strict
hierarchy for profit distribution.
The kingpin (the security manager
surnamed Pang) and two of the security
guards each received 15 per cent of the
illicit proceeds, while the other security
staff members each received eight per
cent. The intermediaries received 10
per cent each.

The police estimated that since
beginning operations in March last
year, the syndicate had amassed at
least HK$ 1.4 million in illicit gains.

The Judiciary Police launched an
operation on Tuesday, apprehending
the 14 suspects in separate raids
at the casino and across several
residential flats. Simultaneously, the
police traced seven individuals who
had previously been extorted due to
their illicit activities in the casino;
all seven agreed to testify regarding
the syndicate’s criminal activities.

During the operation, the
police seized 24 smartphones,
HK$203,000 in cash, and gaming
chips worth HK$132,000.

Senior officers addressing the
press conference underlined that
gaming concessionaires bear a
statutory responsibility to ensure that
gaming activities remain free from
criminal influence, to cooperate fully
with law-enforcement agencies and
supervisory entities, and to curb any
illicit activities on their premises. B

Hume

Evidence seized the casino protection racket is displayed at the pressroom of the PJ

headquarters yesterday.

- Photo: MPDG
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Macao SAR inks deal with
Ministry of Industry &

Information Technology

—=

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (back, right) and Liaison Office Deputy Director Lyu Yuyin (back, left) applaud as Vice Minister
of Industry and Information Technology Xiong Jijun (front, left) and Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han

pose for a photo after signing the cooperation agreement at Government Headquarters in Nam Van.

Tony Wong

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
yesterday met with Vice Minister of
Industry and Information Technology
Xiong Jijun at Macao Government
Headquarters. After their meeting,
the Macao Special Administrative
Region (MSAR) Government and the

Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology (MIIT) signed a
cooperation  agreement,  aiming

to support Macau in developing
new quality productive forces and
advancing new-type industrialisation,
according to a statement by the
Macao Government Information
Bureau (GCS) yesterday.

Witnessed by Sam and Lyu
Yuyin, a deputy director of the
Liaison Office of the Central
People’s Government in the MSAR,
the agreement was signed by Xiong
and MSAR Secretary for Economy
and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han at
Government Headquarters.

During his meeting with

Xiong, according to the statement,
Sam noted that this year marks
the beginning of the nation’s
15th Five-Year Plan and Macau’s
3rd Five-Year Plan. At this
significant juncture, the signing
of a cooperation agreement
between the MSAR government
and the MIIT represented an
important and substantial step
forward in Macau’s integration
into the nation’s technological
development framework.

Sam  highlighted that the
ongoing planning of the Macao
Science and Technology Research
and Development Industrial Park
is a key initiative in advancing
the city’s appropriate economic
diversification. He said he expected
the ministry to continue providing
professional guidance to help
Macau translate scientific research
outcomes into practical applications.

During the meeting, Xiong
expressed the ministry’s firm support

- Photo: GCS

for the decisions and deployments of
the central authorities, as well as for
Macau’s economic development and
the improvement of residents’ well-
being. He also expressed support
for Macau better integrating into
and serving the nation’s overall

development.
Following the signing of the
cooperation agreement, Xiong

added that both sides will take the
agreement as an opportunity to
plan further, implement follow-
up measures, and strengthen
exchanges and  cooperation
between the Chinese mainland and
Macau in the fields of industry and
information technology.

Xiong said that the two
sides will also jointly contribute
expertise and  strength  to
developing new quality productive
forces, advancing  new-type
industrialisation, and promoting
the building of a strong nation
through Chinese modernisation.

5 years on, GDI drives shared and sustainable development worldwide

Commentary

BEIJING — While a handful of
powers are still busy suppressing
the development of others through
protectionism  and  geopolitical
confrontation, China has been
steadfastly pushing forward shared
development through advancing the
Global Development Initiative (GDI).

Five years on, this initiative has
evolved from a Chinese proposal
into a major global public good,
drawing wide participation from
the international community and
delivering practical benefits to
ordinary people worldwide.

To date, over 130 countries and
international organizations have
endorsed the GDI and participated
in relevant cooperation programs,
resulting in the implementation of
1,800 livelihood-oriented projects
and the training of 200,000 people
in different professions, involving

over 23 billion U.S. dollars of
mobilized funds.

These include China’s sharing of
Juncao technology, which uses grass
to cultivate edible fungi and help
alleviate poverty, the Sustainable
Development Science Satellite 1 that
enables synchronized data sharing,
and the MAZU platform, a disaster
monitoring and  early-warning
system to help countries in the Global
South improve disaster prevention
and mitigation capabilities.

The GDI advocates people-
centered, inclusive, innovation-
driven and eco-friendly development
principles and promotes results-
oriented actions. The initiative has
served as a beacon of hope for
common development and building a
more beautiful world for all humanity.

As time goes by, the significance
of this initiative is being felt by
more and more countries in the

world, especially Global South
countries that aspire to catch up in
development.

The principles of the GDI, which
advocates inclusive and sustainable
development, partnership, mutual
respect and win-win cooperation,
are much different from ideologies
that push geopolitical rivalry and
seek unilateral gains.

Over the years, China has
launched more than 30 cooperation
mechanisms and platforms to
support Global South countries
in enhancing their development
capability. As a result, there has
been a notable increase in positive
feelings toward China worldwide.

According to the latest survey
by the Pew Research Center, more
people have a favorable view of
China than of the United States in
most of the 36 countries surveyed.
People in many of the 17 middle-

income countries surveyed see
China as a more reliable partner than
the United States and are more likely
to say that China contributes to peace
and stability around the world.

As its economy maintains high-
quality growth driven by innovation
and greateropenness, Chinacontinues
to share significant opportunities for
global development.

Its innovations, such as open-
source large language models,
make new technologies affordable
and drive shared development. Its
cost-effective new energy products
enrich global supply and promote
green and low-carbon development.

Chinese manufacturing equipment
exports and outbound investment
help  advance  industrialization
in developing countries, while
cooperation under the Belt and Road
Initiative improves infrastructure in
many partner countries and expands

their potential for development.

The implementation of the
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development has been behind
schedule. With less than five years
left for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), only
36 percent of assessable SDG targets
are on target or making moderate
progress, nearly half are moving too
slowly, while 15 percent have even
gone into reverse.

The urgent need for common
development among  humanity
underscores the pressing relevance
of the GDI. As a member of the
Global South and a major country,
China has promised to align its
growth with the common good of
the world, and steadily advance the
implementation of the GDI together
with other countries for new
progress in shared and sustainable
development. — Xinhua
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Vice-Premier He holds
video call with US treasury
secretary, trade rep

BEIJING — Vice Premier He Lifeng,
also China’s lead person for China-US
economic and trade affairs, held a video
call yesterday with US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer.

The two sides held candid, in-depth and
constructive exchanges on implementing
the important consensus reached between
the two heads of state at their meeting
in Beijing, and on maintaining stable
economic and trade relations, expanding
practical  cooperation, and properly
addressing each other’s concerns in the
next stage.

concern over the recent economic and
trade restrictions imposed by the United
States on China.

strategic guidance of the two heads of state,
they would further leverage the role of the
China-US economic and trade consultation
mechanism to enhance communication,
build mutual trust and dispel doubts, expand
cooperation, promote the stable and positive
development of China-US economic and
trade relations, and contribute to building
a constructive China-US relationship of
strategic stability.
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The Chinese side expressed serious

Both sides agreed that under the

— Xinhua

protection efforts to safeguard autumn grain yields using modern agricultural technology.

An agricultural plane carries out aerial crop protection operations over a cornfield of the Beidahuang
Group in Heilongjiang Province on Tuesday. Production units across the group have launched similar aerial

- Xinhua

Al, broadband and drones: How Chinese digital technologies
reshape daily life in Africa

Analysis by Xinhua writers Hua Hongli,
Lin Guangyao and Liu Fangqiang

DAR ES SALAAM - Artificial
intelligence is increasingly part of daily life
across Africa, thanks to growing China-Africa
digital cooperation.

In Ethiopia, forecasters use a China-
developed platform to issue drought and flash
flood warnings. In South Africa, Al-assisted
tools are helping doctors improve traditional
Chinese medicine diagnosis. Across the
country’s sugarcane belt, Chinese-made
drones now spray fields that once relied on
manual labor.

Behind these applications lies years of
digital infrastructure development. From
4G towers serving remote communities
in northern Namibia to fiber backbones
stretching across Zimbabwe, from a base
station perched on Mount Kilimanjaro to
community broadband in Kenya’s Kibera
neighborhood, connectivity has steadily
expanded across the continent.

Taken together, these developments point
to a broader shift in the digital cooperation
between China and Africa. Beyond bringing
people online, it is helping deliver practical
services — from disaster preparedness and
healthcare to agriculture — while enabling local
professionals to operate, adapt and increasingly
innovate with these technologies themselves.

CONNECTING THE
UNCONNECTED

Across much of Africa, rugged terrain,
dispersed populations and the high cost
of infrastructure deployment have long
constrained access to reliable digital services.

Chinese telecommunications company
Huawei has worked with Namibia’s Mobile
Telecommunications Limited since 2025 on
Project Buffalo, a rural network expansion
and optimization initiative aimed at
improving 4G connectivity in underserved
communities in northern Namibia. The
company is also supporting the second phase
of the Universal Service Fund program run
by the Communications Regulatory Authority
of Namibia, helping to extend broadband to
schools, health facilities and other public
institutions.

For residents already connected, the
impact is tangible.

“We used to go to the main road to make a
phone call or drive to Eenhana to send emails,”
said Toivo Shilumbu, the principal at Shimbode
Primary School in Epinga village. “Now we
can send messages, make calls and access the

internet in the comfort of our homes.”

Xu Jianxi, board director of Huawei
Namibia, said improved connectivity is
giving rural communities greater access to
online education, digital health services,
entrepreneurial opportunities and agricultural
information, helping narrow the digital divide.

In  Zimbabwe, national internet
penetration reached 87.39 percent in the
first quarter of 2026, with 4.44 million
subscriptions, according to the Postal and
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority of
Zimbabwe, while the national fiber backbone
now stretches beyond 19,000 kilometers.

Huawei and ZTE, another Chinese firm,
have supported the country’s information and
communications technology development for
years through network equipment, technical
expertise and financing, helping local operators
reach previously underserved communities.

Elsewhere, connectivity is reaching places
that were once considered beyond its reach.
For example, far above the plains of Tanzania,
a Huawei base station stands on Mount
Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in Africa.

Yet communication towers, fiber and
bandwidth are only the beginning, said
Humphrey Moshi, an economics professor at
the University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania.

The true value of digital connectivity
emerges when it improves how people learn,
receive medical care, and earn a living and
experience the world, he added.

THE IMPACT

With a tap on her tablet, teacher Dorice
Nereah brings colorful images of fruits,
animals and faraway places to life for dozens
of children.

“Children understand much better
when they can see real images,” Nereah
said from Kibera, Kenya’s largest informal
neighborhood, where reliable internet access
was once a luxury. “The internet has made my
lessons more interesting and has also helped
me improve my own teaching.”

Today, affordable community broadband
is opening opportunities for learning,
employment and small businesses.

Benard Ochieng, who grew up in
Kibera, once relied on occasional manual
jobs to support his family. After joining the
community broadband project, he received
training in fiber-optic installation and network
maintenance, turning a temporary opportunity
into a stable profession.

“The income has changed my life,” he
said, enabling him to move his family into a

larger brick house while supporting both his
children and younger siblings.

Across  the  continent,  Al-powered
technologies are also strengthening public
services, from weather forecasting to healthcare.

In Ethiopia, the China-developed MAZU
(Multi-hazard, Alert, Zero-gap and Universal)
early warning system is helping improve
weather forecasting and disaster preparedness.

The system integrates Al and physical
forecasting models with satellite observations
and local meteorological data to deliver
more precise weather forecasts, according
to the China Meteorological Administration.
After targeted training from visiting Chinese
scientists, Ethiopian meteorologists now operate
the platform, issuing real-time alerts against
hazards including droughts and flash floods.

Receiving MAZU has made the Ethiopian
Meteorological Institute (EMI) a pioneer
on the continent, according to Asaminew
Teshome, the institute’s deputy director
general, adding that the institute aims to
serve as a regional knowledge hub by sharing
its hands-on experience with other African
meteorological centers.

In July, Ethiopia also became one of
29 founding members of the Shanghai-
headquartered World Artificial Intelligence
Cooperation Organization, which is tasked
with promoting international cooperation and
global governance on Al.

In Zanzibar, Tanzania, members of the 35"
Chinese medical team have established regular
remote multidisciplinary consultations with
specialists at the First People’s Hospital of
Lianyungang in east China’s Jiangsu Province.

The platform has supported the treatment
of complex neurosurgical, hepatobiliary
and oncology cases, allowing patients to
receive multidisciplinary expertise without
traveling abroad while giving local doctors
direct access to the experience of Chinese
specialists, said Yuan Gang, a medical team
member and radiologist.

“l had never seen a consultation like
this, with so many experts working together
for one patient,” said Haisam, one of the
attending doctors.

Digital innovation is also finding new
applications in traditional Chinese medicine.
At the African Center of Chinese Medicine and
Acupuncture in Johannesburg, South Africa,
Al-assisted assessment tools are combined
with clinical diagnosis and online consultations
with Chinese specialists to improve efficiency
and support practitioner training.

“Al could support doctors by making

traditional Chinese medicine diagnosis more
standardized, visualized and efficient,” said
Hu Zijing, head of the center and an associate
professor at the University of Johannesburg.

BUILDING LOCAL
CAPACITY

Alongside the platforms themselves, training
has been a consistent feature of the collaborative
relationship between China and Africa.

Most of the EMI’s experts have been
trained at Chinese institutions including the
China Meteorological Administration, in
programs ranging from short courses to long-
term academic study, Teshome said. Training
has covered satellite data analysis, climate
forecasting models, atmospheric research and
disaster risk management systems adapted to
local conditions.

Digital  technologies
reshaping agriculture.

At Fountainhill Estate in South Africa’s
KwaZulu-Natal Province, Chinese-made
agricultural drones are helping farmers
spray pesticides and fertilizer across dense
sugarcane fields more efficiently than
traditional manual methods.

Contractor John Prinsloo, who now provides
drone services to 26 nearby farms, said the
technology has significantly improved efficiency.

“Chinese drone technology has helped us
manage crops more precisely,” he said.

Since entering the South African market
in 2020, agricultural drones produced by
Chinese company XAG have served more than
66,000 hectares. Similar technologies are now
operating in rice fields in Mozambique, wheat
fields in Ethiopia and vegetable farms in Ghana.

Digital cooperation is increasingly being
measured not simply by faster networks
or more advanced technologies, but by the
opportunities they create for ordinary people.

For teacher Dorice Nereah, those benefits
are already visible in her classroom. For
meteorologists in Addis Ababa, they are
reflected in the flood alerts they have been
trained to issue. For farmers in South Africa,
they are measured in healthier crops and more
efficient harvests.

“Across  Africa, Chinese  digital
technologies are doing more than connecting
places,” said Moshi, the economics professor.
“They are connecting people to knowledge,
healthcare, markets and one another, which
is a transformation that will ultimately be
measured not by infrastructure alone, but
by the opportunities it creates for ordinary
people.” — Xinhua
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20 CPC Central Committee to hold
5% plenary session in Oct

Analysis

BEIJING — The fifth plenary session of
the 20" Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee will be held in Beijing
in October, according to a decision made at
a CPC Central Committee Political Bureau
meeting yesterday.

The Political Bureau will report its work
to the CPC Central Committee, and the
session will study major issues on advancing
the Party’s full and rigorous self-governance,
according to the main agenda of the session.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC
Central Committee, chaired yesterday’s
meeting.

Despite the significant progress made
since the 18" CPC National Congress, the
Party’s full and rigorous self-governance
faces new circumstances and challenges
amid profound changes in the international
and domestic environments and in the
conditions the Party faces, according to the
meeting.

The meeting called for fully recognizing
the significance of unswervingly advancing
full and rigorous Party self-governance,
adopting higher standards and taking
more concrete measures to address the
prominent issues facing Party building, while
consolidating and building on the sound
political environment fostered through the
Party’s self-governance.

The meeting stressed the importance of
upholding and strengthening the centralized,
unified leadership of the Party Central
Committee, focusing on efforts to strengthen
the Party’s long-term governance capacity,
preserve its advanced nature and purity, and
maintain the Party’s close ties with the people,
unswervingly adhering to rigorous principles,
and improving the systems for exercising full
and rigorous self-governance.

It is important to ensure that the Party
remains a vibrant Marxist governing party
that stays at the forefront of the times, enjoys
the wholehearted support of the people,
withstands all tests, and serves as the strong
leadership core for building socialism with
Chinese characteristics, the meeting said.

The meeting also analyzed and studied
the current economic situation and made
arrangements for economic work in the
second half of this year.

The meeting noted that since the beginning
of this year, China’s economy has shown a
trend characterized by new growth drivers
and improving economic structure.

It emphasized the need to attach great
importance to the challenges in economic
operations, maintain confidence, meet
difficulties head-on, and make good use
of various opportunities and advantages to
promote steady and sustained high-quality
development.

To do a good job in economic work in
the second half of the year, it is imperative
to adhere to the general principle of pursuing
progress while ensuring stability, the meeting
emphasized, urging efforts to accelerate
the transition from old growth drivers to
new ones and effectively implement a more
proactive fiscal policy and an appropriately
accommodative monetary policy.

Pragmatic and effective incremental
policies will be timely introduced, the
meeting said, urging intensified efforts to
step up counter-cyclical adjustments, expand
domestic demand and optimize supply,
effectively safeguard and improve people’s
wellbeing, and enhance development
momentum and boost social vitality, so as to
promote sustained innovation-driven, high-
quality and sound economic development,

ensuring a good start to the 15" Five-Year
Plan period (2026-2030).

The meeting noted that macroeconomic
policies should be more forceful and
effective with a view to better advancing the
implementation of major national strategies
and enhancing security capacity in key areas,
as well as promoting large-scale equipment
upgrades and consumer goods trade-in
programs. Monetary policy tools should
be used comprehensively and adjusted in a
timely manner, and policies to boost domestic
demand via fiscal-monetary coordination
should be optimally implemented.

The meeting called for efforts to advance
the planning and development of six major
infrastructure networks, strengthen long-
term and stable support for basic research,
implement the Al Plus Initiative, foster new
forms of the smart economy, and improve the
governance system for artificial intelligence.

According to the meeting, efforts will be
made to achieve breakthroughs in frontier
technologies and promote the development
of future industries, build emerging pillar
industries, and continuously push the
transformation and upgrading of traditional
industries.

It urged efforts to foster a fair and
orderly market competition environment,
formulate and implement regulations for
building a unified national market, and
curb involution-style competition. It also
called for deepening the reform of state-
owned assets and state-owned enterprises,
improving the development environment
for the private economy, and promoting
the sound and healthy development of the
platform economy.

The meeting called for expanding the
scope of mutually beneficial international
economic and trade cooperation, vigorously
developing trade in services, and promoting
more balanced trade development. It urged

improving the regulatory framework
for outbound investment and overseas
comprehensive  service systems, while

actively attracting and utilizing foreign
investment.

The meeting also stressed the need to
make unwavering efforts in work related to
agriculture, rural areas and farmers, and to
continue consolidating and expanding the
achievements of poverty alleviation.

Multiple measures should be taken
to ensure people’s well-being, scale up
employment support for key groups, and
safeguard the legitimate rights and interests
of workers in flexible employment and new
forms of employment, the meeting stressed.

Regarding ecological and environmental
protection, the meeting demanded efforts to
score new achievements in the crucial stage of
the national shelterbelt program in northwest,
north, and northeast China, and advance
carbon peaking and carbon neutrality in an
active yet prudent manner.

The meeting called for stabilizing the
real estate market, effectively implementing
a package of measures to defuse debt risks,
and making solid progress in reforming and
mitigating risks at local small and medium-
sized financial institutions while reducing
their number and improving their quality.

Comprehensive reforms of investment
and financing in the capital market should be
deepened to enhance its resilience and boost
market confidence, according to the meeting.

The meeting also stressed thorough efforts
to identify and defuse various risks and
hidden dangers to resolutely prevent major
and serious accidents and safeguard people’s
lives and property. —AFP
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CPC leadership holds
symposium to solicit
advice on economic work

BEIJING — The Communist Party of
China (CPC) Central Committee held a
symposium with non-CPC personages to
solicit opinions and suggestions on the
country’s current economic situation and
economic work for the second half of the
year.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the
CPC Central Committee, presided over and
addressed the symposium on July 24.

Stressing the general principle of
pursuing progress while ensuring stability,
Xi said the country’s economic work should
focus on accelerating the transition from
old growth drivers to new ones, effectively
implementing a more proactive fiscal
policy and an appropriately accommodative
monetary policy, and making greater efforts
to expand domestic demand and optimize
supply.

Work should be done to effectively
safeguard and improve people’s livelihoods,
promote sustained economic development
toward new and higher-quality growth with
positive momentum, and strive to ensure a
good start to the 15" Five-Year Plan period
(2026-2030), Xi said.

The symposium was attended by Li
Qiang, Wang Huning, Cai Qi and Ding
Xuexiang, who are all members of the
Standing Committee of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee. Li, premier
of the State Council, briefed the participants
on the performance of economic work in the
first half of 2026 and shared considerations
regarding economic work for the second
half.

Chairpersons of the central committees
of eight non-CPC political parties, the
chairperson of the All-China Federation of

Industry and Commerce (ACFIC), and a
representative of personages without party
affiliation made speeches.

They put forward opinions and
suggestions on issues including fostering
and strengthening new growth drivers and
promoting the integrated development of
innovation and industrial chains.

They also gave advice on improving
standards and systems for industrial
applications of smart economy, boosting
basic research, precisely carrying out plans
to expand consumption, and expanding
effective investment.

After listening to their remarks, Xi noted
that China’s economy pressed ahead under
pressure and advanced toward new and
higher-quality growth in the first half of this
year, demonstrating strong resilience and
vitality.

In the second half of the year, China
should focus on tapping the potential of
domestic demand, promoting the deep
integration of scientific and technological
innovation with industrial innovation,
comprehensively deepening reform,
expanding high-standard opening up,
effectively safeguarding and improving
people’s livelihoods, and continuing to
defuse risks in key areas, Xi said.

Xi expressed the hope that all non-CPC
political parties, the ACFIC and personages
without party affiliation would align their
thinking and actions with the CPC Central
Committee’s analysis on the current
economic situation and arrangements
for economic work, put forward targeted
suggestions, and foster a favorable
atmosphere for advancing high-quality
development. — Xinhua
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This photo taken yesterday shows a view of the shield tunneling machine “Linghang” at the
construction site of the Chongming-Taicang Yangtze River tunnel under Yangtze River. China’s
domestically developed, world’s largest-diameter high-speed-rail shield tunneling machine
“Linghang” completed tunneling of the underwater section of the Chongming-Taicang Yangtze River
tunnel yesterday. The milestone lays the foundation for China’s first high-speed railway crossing

beneath the Yangtze River at 350 km per hour without slowing down.

- Xinhua
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Japan quake toll hits 34 as survivors struggle in heat

Hiroshi Hiyama and Caroline Gardin

KUMAMOTO - Japanese emergency
workers searched tirelessly for survivors at
a wrecked shopping mall yesterday, as the
death toll from a major earthquake hit 34 and
tens of thousands were left without power in
punishing heat.

The Kumamoto disaster management
office issued the new tally for Tuesday’s
quake, with seven bodies now extracted from
the mass of rubble, steel and wires of the Aeon
shopping mall after a suspected gas blast.

Eight people were also confirmed dead
at the Nippon Paper Industries factory in
Yatsushiro city, where part of a red-and-white
smokestack collapsed, according to the office.

Five others were in a critical condition
after the 7.1-magnitude tremor, while almost
9,500 locals were in evacuation centres in the
region of southwestern Japan on the island of

Kyushu.
The quake caused widespread damage,
flattening  homes, damaging  bridges,

triggering fires and leaving tens of thousands
of residents without power and water in
temperatures forecast to hit 38C this weekend.

Some 13,520 households remained
without electricity yesterday.

Hundreds of elderly people — Japan has the
world’s second-oldest population — slumbered
on thin mats on the hard lobby floor at one
community centre in Uki city as they sought
relief from the searing sun.

“Thank God for these shelters,” said one
woman, who declined to give her name, as
people slept between chairs and tables or
gathered around a television.

At home or in the car “it’s too hot and
there are too many mosquitoes,” she told AFP.

“In this heat, if you don’t have electricity
and air conditioning, it’s very tough,” father-
of-four supermarket employee Hiroyuki
Matsushima, 53, told AFP.
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A collapsed house is seen in Hikawa, Kumamoto Prefecture yesterday, after an earthquake struck

southwestern Japan on Tuesday.

‘So strong’

With no power and running water, Retiree
Kenji Ota, 72, has been sleeping inside his car
at night.

“This quake was so strong. It was
horrible... I can only sleep for two hours or so
at night,” he said.

The town of Hikawa was one of the
areas worst hit, where many older structures
crumpled in the quake and where residents
still had no water or power yesterday.

“The biggest problem is that there is no
toilet... I had to go to a nearby school,” said
Kinuko Uemura, 85, who told AFP she and her
husband were lucky to survive the collapse of
their traditional house.

Soshiro Okawa, 59, was at the back of

- AFP

his roadside souvenir shop when the quake
struck.

“It was my first time experiencing an
earthquake that literally made the ground
rise,” he said.

The 59-year-old heard items breaking
inside his store while the ground swelled in
the parking lot, shattering its asphalt surface
and a series of cracks stretched into the
foundation of his shop.

The store will suspend operations, but
Okawa said that “we need to ensure the
livelihood of our growers and job security for
my staff”.

‘Narrowly escaped’
The Aeon shopping mall was evacuated

25 cats escape Japan mall damaged by quake

after the earthquake but around 50 minutes
later the facility was gutted by the massive
blast with an unknown number of employees
still inside.

Businessman Fumihiko Matsuura, 56,
said he had watched the latest “Toy Story”
movie at the mall only a week or so ago.

“I was here. I was just here,” he told AFP.
“It’s like I narrowly escaped the danger.”

Footage from inside showed rescue
workers in orange overalls and white helmets
picking their way through a mass of twisted
steel, dangling cables and chunks of ceiling.

Actotal of 25 felines from a “cat cafe” were
however rescued, triggering widespread relief
on social media.

TV footage showed people queueing for
petrol and drinking water. Authorities have
sent hundreds of air conditioning units to
shelters.

The US Geological Survey measured the
quake at 6.8, lower than Japan’s reading of
7.1.

Japan is one of the world’s most
seismically active countries, sitting on top of
four major tectonic plates along the western
edge of the Pacific “Ring of Fire”.

Kumamoto itself was hit by two
devastating earthquakes in 2016, which killed
273 people and injured more than 2,800.

The archipelago, home to around 125
million people, typically experiences
hundreds of jolts every year and accounts for
about 18 percent of the world’s earthquakes.

The vast majority are mild, although the
damage they cause varies according to their
location and the depth below the Earth’s
surface at which they strike.

Japan is haunted by the memory of a
massive 9.0-magnitude undersea quake in
2011, which triggered a tsunami that killed
or left missing around 18,500 people and
wrecked the Fukushima nuclear plant. — AFP

Japan to slash

KUMAMOTO - Twenty-five cats
stuck inside a shopping mall in Japan
gutted in an explosion after a major
carthquake have been rescued, the
operator said yesterday, triggering huge
relief on social media.

Momo, Kohaku, Tango, Shandy —
a fluffy Norwegian Forest Cat — and
the others were in Cat Cafe MOFF
on the ground floor of the Acon
mall in Kashima when the deadly
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In this handout photo released by MOFF Corporation yesterday, rescued cats are seen at a

7.1-magnitude quake hit on Tuesday.

The mall was evacuated and
employees returned to retrieve the cats
when a huge explosion — likely caused
by gas — ripped through the building,
and staff “hurriedly evacuated”, the
cafe said.

At least 34 people died in the
quake, according to authorities in the
southwestern Kumamoto region.

On Wednesday, with permission

#

MOFF facility in Hiroshima on Wednesday, after they were rescued from a MOFF cat cafe at

Aeon Mall in Kumamoto following the earthquake on Tuesday.

- AFP

from the fire service, the police and the
mall operator, MOFF’s manager entered
the building and safely rescue all 25
cats, which were unharmed.

Around 10:00 pm (9:00 pm Macau
time) the same day, the animals arrived
safely in the city of Hiroshima in
western Japan, where the company has
another cat cafe, it said.

“We were concerned about fatigue
from the long journey from Kumamoto,
but after arriving we provided individual
care for each of them,” it said.

It added that the cats were “spending
their time quietly and calmly”.

An online news article about the
cats’ miraculous escape posted on X
by Livedoor News garnered 7.9 million
views.

“People say human lives come first,
but human lives and cat lives are both
equally precious... I'm glad everyone’s
safe,” said one user on Instagram.

Cat cafes — as well as other similar
establishments in Japan where people
can pet anything from hedgehogs
to miniature pigs — are, however,
controversial.

“If possible, I hope they won’t be
sent back to the cat cafe, but instead find
them adoptive homes where they can
live a safe and secure life surrounded by
love,” said another user on Instagram.

Others criticised people’s focus on
the animals rather than the human toll
at the mall, where seven bodies were
found. —AFP

sales tax on food as
inflation bites

TOKYO — Japan will temporarily slash consumption
tax on food from eight percent to just one percent starting
next April, the prime minister said yesterday, as her
administration seeks to tackle rising inflation.

It will be the first such reduction since the tax was
introduced in 1989, and the rate will return to eight percent
after two years, Sanae Takaichi told reporters.

The move aims to ease cost-of-living pressures in the
world’s fourth-largest economy, which have been rising due
to the war in the Middle East and a weak yen.

But it comes despite worries over Japan’s colossal debts,
which are more than twice the size of its gross domestic
product — the highest ratio among advanced economies.

From April, Japan will implement “the lowering of
our sales tax on food and beverages to one percent for two
years”, Takaichi said.

The current rate will then be reinstated in 2029 to
coincide with the introduction of more “meticulous
subsidies” targeting lower-income workers burdened by
rising social insurance premiums, she said.

The two-year cut is estimated to cost 10 trillion yen
(US$61 billion) in lost tax revenues, according to media
reports.

Takaichi pledged in February to eliminate the sales tax on
food and beverages, a key part of her manifesto that helped
her win a resounding victory in lower house elections.

She said yesterday that the government would explore
steps like reassessing other tax relief measures and subsidy
programmes to make up for the lost revenues.

Her administration would “aim to secure funding
without relying on special government bonds, to gain
market confidence”, she said. — AFP
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US activates

30-year-old

terror court to deport
Afghan woman

WASHINGTON — An Afghan
woman in Texas accused of
supporting a plot by the Islamic State
group to carry out a mass shooting
on election day in 2024 was to face
a US deportation hearing yesterday.

The case was the first ever heard
by a special US terror court since it
was established 30 years ago.

An initial status hearing in
the case of Nazira Haji Zada, a
legal permanent resident with
no criminal history, was set for
yesterday at the United States
Alien Terrorist Removal Court in
Washington, according to court
documents posted online.

Zada’s son, Abdullah Haji
Zada, was sentenced to 15 years
in prison in 2025 for plotting an
attack on US election day.

Abdullah Haji Zada and his co-
conspirator Nasir Ahmad Tawhedi
sought to buy two AK-47 rifles
and 500 rounds of ammunition to
carry out a “mass-casualty attack,”
according to court documents.

An unclassified FBI document
dated July 15 said Nazira Haji Zada
had “formally pledged loyalty to
ISIS, and supported Tawhedi and
Abdullah’s conspiracy.”

“Nazira worked with Tawhedi
to radicalize the family and to
conceal their pro-ISIS teaching and
planned family relocation to ISIS-

controlled territory (in Afghanistan)
from her unsuspecting husband,”
the FBI said, referring to an
alternative acronym for the radical
Islamic State group.

The document did not detail
where the family intended to move to
in Afghanistan, where the authorities
have taken military action against the
Islamic State group’s regional branch.

Such military operations have
put the Islamic State-Khorasan
group under significant pressure,
but it still represents a threat,
according to a UN Security
Council report in February.

This week, the Islamic State
offshoot IS-K claimed a rare
deadly attack on a Taliban official
in  Afghanistan’s  northeastern
Badakhshan province.

The Alien Terrorist Removal
Court was created by Congress
in 1996 but had never received an
application until this month.

It was created “to review
applications for the removal
from the United States of alien
terrorists,” according to the
Federal Judicial Center.

Zara’s case is a test of the court,
under which much of the evidence
is classified and presented in
secret, with the defendant unable
to challenge collection methods,
US media said. —AFP

Myanmar repatriation
would risk Rohingya lives:
Malaysia group

KULA LUMPUR — Malaysia’s
main Rohingya rights group urged
the government yesterday to halt
the planned deportation of some
5,000 stateless asylum seckers to
Myanmar, saying their lives would
be at risk.

The appeal came a day after
Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim said Myanmar had agreed
to take back 5,000 Rohingya, in a
rarKe repatriation push announced
days after authorities detained
dozens of refugees.

Malaysia hosts more than
215,000 refugees and asylum
seekers registered with the UN
refugee agency, including more than
126,000 members of Myanmar’s
persecuted Rohingya minority,
making them the country’s largest
refugee community.

The Myanmar Ethnic Rohingya
Human Rights Organisation in
Malaysia asked Anwar and his home
minister to consult the UN refugee
agency and Rohingya representatives
before any repatriation.

Sending Rohingya back to
Myanmar would violate “the core
international law principle of non-
refoulement, which bans returning
people to a place where their lives
are threatened”, the rights group
said in a statement.

“The Rohingya are stateless...

There is no way we can return
home safely when we face ongoing
genocide back home,” it said.

“How can stateless Rohingya
be safe in Myanmar?”’

According to the statement,
repatriated Rohingya could be
forced to join the Myanmar
military without training and be
used as human shields in fighting
with other ethnic groups.

The group also urged the
international ~ community  to
intervene without delay.

Malaysian authorities this week
detained more than 100 Rohingya
refugees who had gathered outside
the UN refugee agency’s office
in Kuala Lumpur after being
threatened with eviction from an
informal settlement in northern
Penang state.

Officials later confirmed that the
detainees had valid documentation
issued by the UN agency.

The group was released on
Wednesday and sent to various
locations around Malaysia after
undergoing final verification, local
media reported.

Malaysia, which shelters one
of Southeast Asia’s biggest refugee
populations, is not a signatory to
the 1951 Refugee Convention
and does not formally recognise
refugee status. —AFP

ASIA

EU sanctions kingpin, Myanmar
armed group over cyberscams

BRUSSELS —The EU yesterday
imposed sanctions on an alleged
head of a crime syndicate that
operated in Cambodia and an armed
Myanmar group over cyberscams
targeting victims worldwide.

Brussels said it was placing
“multi-billion-dollar conglomerate”
Prince Holding Group and its
chairman Chen Zhi on an assets freeze
and visa ban blacklist for allegedly
building “scam centre compounds
in Cambodia and Myanmar through
different front companies”.

“These scam centres perpetrate
cryptocurrency investment scams and
other fraudulent schemes,” the EU said.

“Furthermore,  inside  these
centres, many victims from different

countries are trafficked or lured under
false pretences, held against their will,
and forced to carry out online scams
targeting victims around the world.”

Prince  Group’s China-born
founder Chen Zhi was extradited by
Phnom Penh to China in January,
after his Cambodian conglomerate
was sanctioned by the US and UK
governments months earlier over its
alleged involvement in cyberscams.

Cambodia has emerged as a
hub for crime syndicates running
fake romantic relationship and
cryptocurrency investment schemes
in which scammers — some willing,
others trafficked — defraud internet
users around the world.

But, under pressure from

several countries including the
United States, Britain and China,
Cambodian authorities say they are
cracking down on the industry.

The EU also said it was blacklisting
Myanmar armed group Democratic
Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA) for
“facilitating large-scale scam centres,
by allowing these illegal compounds
to operate under its protection”.

“Soldiers of the Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army have been reported
to participate in violence against
victims of human trafficking trapped
inside the compound,” the EU said.

The DKBA, which controls
territory on the Myanmar-Thailand
border, was sanctioned by
Washington in November. —AFP

Attack on checkpoint kills 9 police
in northern Pakistan

PESHAWAR — Armed militants
killed nine police officers in an
attack on a checkpoint in northern
Pakistan that also left 15 of the
gunmen dead in ensuing fighting,
police said yesterday.

The attack took place in Hangu
district in Pakistan’s northern border
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
where authorities are fighting a
growing insurgency.

“Nine police personnel were killed
and 26 others injured in the attack...
Police killed 15 militants and wounded
dozens more,” Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Police said in a statement.

“An armoured personnel carrier
and several other police vehicles
were also badly damaged during the
clash,” it added.

The Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) group, which has intensified
its insurgency in the region, claimed
responsibility for the attack in a video
statement circulated on social media.

Unidentified militants attacked on
Friday another checkpoint in the Tank
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In Friday’s attack, militants
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A police officer visits an injured policeman at a hospital, after a militant attack on a
checkpoint at Hangu district in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province yesterday. - AFP

rammed an explosives-laden vehicle
into a security checkpoint, killing
15 people, including soldiers, police
officers and government personnel.
Security  forces killed 12
militants, according to the military.
Pakistan has previously blamed
the increase in attacks in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the southern bor-
der province of Balochistan on mili-
tancy emanating from Afghanistan,
whose Taliban government denies

Afghan involvement.

The accusations have sparked
a bitter rift and armed conflict
between the neighbouring countries,
and Pakistan has carried out deadly
air strikes it says target militants on
Afghan soil.

The Taliban government and
the United Nations said dozens
of civilians were Kkilled in the
latest Pakistani strikes on eastern
Afghanistan in June. —AFP

French teen fined in Singapore
‘straw licking’ case

Martin Abbucao

SINGAPORE - A French
teenager was fined in Singapore
yesterday after pleading guilty to a
public nuisance charge for a straw-
licking stunt that landed him in hot
water in the city state.

Didier Gaspard Owen Maximilien,
19, was handed a Sg$600 (US$465)
fine after admitting to posting to social
media a video of himself putting a straw
he had licked back into the dispenser on
an orange juice vending machine.

The clip went viral on Instagram
shortly after the incident on March
12, triggering a backlash that led
to his arrest in Singapore, which is

known for its strict enforcement of

public order and hygiene rules.
Handing down the sentence,
Judge Kelly Ho said given

Maximilien’s “age and nature of the
offence”, alternatives like probation
or a community-based sentence
would not be imposed.

Prosecutors agreed to the
defence’s proposal for a fine, saying
the offence was at the “lower end”
of its seriousness and while hygiene

was compromised, no member of

the public used the straw, so there
“was no evidence of harm”.

They added that Maximilien
“pleaded guilty at the -earliest
possible opportunity.”

Wearing a dark suit and white shirt
without a tie, Maximilien was seen
standing calmly in the dock while the

judge pronounced the sentence. His

parents were seated in the gallery.
They left the court shortly aftwards
and declined to speak to reporters.

His defence counsel Kalidass
Murugaiyan earlier argued for a fine
in mitigation of sentence as opposed
to probation.

Maximilien’s family had trouble
getting a guardian in Singapore and
a community-based sentence was
logistically not possible as he had to
go back to France in September to
continue his studies, the lawyer said.

“He is fully sorry for having
caused all this trouble,” Murugaiyan
told the judge, adding that he had
been counselled by his family.

Singapore is known for its no-
nonsense approach to public stunts.

Last year it deported an Australian
man at the end of a nine-day jail term
for rushing film star Ariana Grande
during the Asian premier of “Wicked:
For Good”. —AFP
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Mediator Pakistan says US-Iran
talks ongoing as foes trade attacks

TEHRAN — Mediator Pakistan
insisted yesterday that negotiations
between Iran and the United States
were ongoing, even as Washington
carried out a “heavy wave of
strikes” on its foe in retaliation for
fresh attacks targeting Jordan.

The last two days have seen
Saudi Arabia join the US in
striking militant groups in Iraq,
and Egypt come under fire for the
first time with a drone attack at a
Mediterranean port.

Yesterday =~ morning,  Jordan
reported  intercepting  incoming
Iranian missiles for a second day
running, while Kuwait said an Iranian
strike that hit a building belonging to
a Chinese company killed one person.

The return to direct hostilities
followed a brief pause in fighting
meant to give talks a boost.

“Negotiations between parties
are ongoing, particularly on
(the) Strait of Hormuz and to de-
escalate,” Pakistani foreign ministry
spokesman Tahir Andrabi told
reporters in Islamabad.

Pakistan had helped to broker a
deal between the warring sides laying
the groundwork for negotiations on a
permanent resolution, and Andrabi
said it was doing its “utmost to bring
all parties back” to technical talks
under the agreement.

Previous talks between the two
parties following an April truce
stalled, with the ceasefire collapsing
earlier this month and Iran again
slamming shut the Strait of Hormuz,
a vital conduit for Middle Eastern
oil and gas.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
said yesterday that two oil tankers
attempting to transit the strait with
US support turned back after one of
them caught fire.

Strikes in Iran

Earlier, the US military said
it had “successfully completed a
heavy wave of strikes against [ran”,
hitting dozens of Revolutionary
Guard targets including military
command centres.

US President Donald Trump
had vowed to hit Iran “hard” after
Tehran’s previous attack on Jordan,
its first in the region in days.

The Guards’ branch in the
northwestern province of Zanjan

This handout photograph taken and released by the Damietta Port Authority

yesterday shows ships docked on the wharf of the Mediterranean sea port of

Damietta.

The Egyptian government said yesterday that a fire the day before at the port of
Damietta was caused by a drone attack, the first to target the country since the

outbreak of the Middle East war.

said three of its members were
killed in a US attack there.

Iran’s state news agency IRNA
also reported hits on several cities
in the southwestern Khuzestan
province, as well as on Qeshm
island in the Gulf.

Areas around the cities of
Abadan, Shadegan, Arvandkenar
and Ahvaz — all in Khuzestan —
were struck, the agency said, citing
provincial authorities.

The Jordanian army reported
a new volley of Iranian missiles
yesterday morning, saying five had
been shot down, causing no casualties.

In a statement, the Guards
confirmed the attack, saying the
US “used the occupied bases in
your country (Jordan) to launch an
airstrike” that killed local residents
in Qeshm.

Kuwait’s  defence  ministry,
meanwhile, denounced a ‘heinous”
Iranian attack that “targeted a building
belonging to a Chinese company in
the north of the country, resulting in
the death of one worker and causing
severe material damage”.

Egypt hit

Since it began in February with
a wave of US-Israeli strikes on Iran,
the Middle East war has touched
every country in the region, and
some outside it.

While energy facilities
elsewhere in the region have been

-AFP

repeatedly targeted by drones and
missiles, Egypt had been spared
until Wednesday, when an attack at
a gas import hub sparked a fire that
damaged two ships.

The government confirmed
yesterday that a drone was to blame
for the blaze, noting that no one had
claimed responsibility.

It added that an inquiry
was ongoing “to determine the
circumstances of the incident and
to take the necessary measures
to preserve Egypt’s interests and
national security”.

Maritime trade tracking firm
Kpler identified the damaged ships
as the Energos Winter storage
and regasification vessel and the
GasLog Salem tanker, saying they
had been moved offshore after the
incident.

A private security monitor, UK-
based Ambrey, reported that the
US-owned-and-operated ~ floating
storage vessel had been hit by at
least one drone.

The authority that manages
the port said it remained fully
operational “with all terminals and
berths experiencing regular vessel
arrivals and departures”.

Though no one has claimed
the attack so far, Yemen’s Iran-
backed Houthi rebels — who recently
announced a maritime blockade of
Saudi ports — denied any involvement,
according to rebel media. —AFP

Syria authorities arrest Kurdish pastor
for alleged incitement

BEIRUT - Syria’s Islamist
authorities have arrested a Syrian
Kurdish Christian pastor over posts
on social media, a church figure and
a local official told AFP yesterday.

The Kurdish Church in Lebanon
had said on its Facebook page that
“Syrian authorities have arrested
Pastor Nihad Hassan, pastor of the
Kurdish Evangelical Church in
Beirut, in connection with certain
social media posts attributed to him”.

It appealed for his release and
said he was in custody in Afrin,
a historically Kurdish-majority

region in northwest Syria.

A local Syrian official told AFP
on condition of anonymity that
Hassan was detained in Afrin over
allegations of “inciting religious
hatred” on social media.

At least one post on what
appeared to be Hassan’s Facebook
account seemed to be directed
against Muslims.

An official from a Kurdish
church in Lebanon told AFP that
Hassan was arrested on July 19.

He had made frequent visits to
northern Syria recently and intended

to re-establish himself there, the
official added, requesting anonymity.

According to the church
statement, Hassan is originally
from the Afrin region and turned to
Christianity in 2008.

Syria’s new authorities have pledged
to protect minorities in the multi-
confessional, multi-ethnic country.

But minorities have expressed
increased safety concerns, particularly
after sectarian bloodshed last year,
while a deadly suicide bombing in a
Damascus church also fuelled fears
among Christians. — AFP

Russia blamed
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for missile that

blasted crater in Polish field

WARSAW - Poland said
yesterday that a missile that blasted
a 10-metre crater inside its territory
was likely fired by Russia in its
latest mass attack on Ukraine.

NATO and European leaders
openly blamed Russia for the 4:00
am explosion in a field that shook
residents of the village of Tarnawa
Kolonia, 80 kilometres from the
border, and the windows of their
homes.

The massive hole and
debris were found in a field two
kilometers away, police said.

“From the analysis of most of
the traces, the recovered fragments
point to a Russian Kh-101 missile,”
Prime Minister Donald Tusk told a
news conference near the crater.

“There is no reason to think
that Poland was the target,” he
said, but added that two “objects”
had violated Poland’s airspace.

“One of them definitely
did, because we have its traces
here, and the other was near the
Polish border, but it was a very
brief signal, so there were no
consequences associated with it.”

Poland — a member of NATO
and the European Union — has
experienced repeat incursions by
missiles and drones during Russia’s
war on Ukraine since 2022.

NATO activation

The latest missile fell as Russia
staged a massive deadly attack on
the Lviv region in western Ukraine,
near the border with Poland.

Tusk chaired a crisis unit meeting
with Defence Minister Wladyslaw
Kosiniak-Kamysz ~ and  Interior
Minister Marcin  Kierwinski in
Lublin, the nearest city to the village.

A military  prosecutor’s
investigation has been opened to
determine the origin and nature of
the explosion.

NATO, Ukraine and European

leaders strongly condemned Russia
for breaching Poland’s airspace.

A NATO spokesman, Martin
O’Donnell, said “In response to
a Russian missile of currently
unknown type that entered Polish
airspace and later crashed into Polish
territory — one of many missiles
fired by Russia at Ukraine overnight
— NATO and Poland activated their
air and ground defences.”

He added that alliance
commanders were “in close contact
with the Polish authorities about
the violation of Poland’s airspace.

This intrusion “reminds us that
there is nothing more urgent for our
two countries than to counter our
common, age-old enemy, which
represents a direct threat to both
our nations,” Ukrainian foreign
minister Andriy Sybiga wrote on
X, referring to Russia’s attacks.

A Polish F-16 fighter jet took
off after the missile was detected
but lost track of it, authorities
initially indicated.

Tusk said Polish air defence
would have shot down the missile
if it had deviated from its trajectory
and headed toward populated areas.

In a message on X addressed
to Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky and Tusk, French President
Emmanuel Macron condemned
“in the strongest possible terms the
Russian strikes that killed civilians
in Ukraine, as well as the violation
of Polish airspace”.

“Our support for Ukraine and our
allies will not weaken,” he wrote.

“The Polish people are
famously unafraid.. and our
thoughts are with them,” EU
Commission president Ursula
von der Leyen wrote on X as she
condemned the Russian attack.

“To put an end to this, we are
helping Ukraine win this war in
every way we can,” she added.

— AFP

UN slams Uganda crackdown
on dissent

GENEVA — The United
Nations yesterday slammed the
crackdown on dissent in Uganda,
saying a climate of fear was
spreading throughout the country.

UN rights chief Volker Turk said
the crackdown was twinned with a
gradual erosion of the rule of law,
increased military involvement in
civilian institutions, and shrinking
civic space.

“I am appalled that the
authorities  are  increasingly
targeting any form of dissent,
and deepening restrictions on the
fundamental freedoms of all those
living in Uganda,” he said in a
statement.

“Those who dare to speak out
are silenced.”

Uganda has imposed a
widening crackdown on opposition
figures, lawyers and independent
media in recent months.

President Yoweri Museveni,
81, who has been in charge since

1986, was re-elected for a seventh
term in January.

Since the election, repression
has  increased  against all
those perceived to oppose the
government, the statement from
Turk’s office said.

According to their information,
at least at least 50 opposition leaders
and supporters, five human rights
defenders and five journalists have
been subjected to human rights
violations since then, including
“enforced disappearance, torture
and ill-treatment, and arbitrary
arrest or detention”.

Uganda ranks a lowly 143 out
of 180 countries worldwide on the
media watchdog Reporters without
Borders’ press freedom index.

“I call on the government to
abide by its obligations... to ensure
a vibrant civil society where
everyone can freely express their
views and participate in public
affairs,” Turk said. —AFP




FRIDAY July 31,2026 Your trusted source for real news

WORLD

The Macau Post Daily

Firefighters battle to contain deadly Crete blaze in Greece

John Hadoulis and Fulya Ozerkan

ATHENS - Greece yesterday
battled to contain a spate of wildfires,
including on the tourist island of
Crete that forced thousands of locals
and holidaymakers to evacuate, and
left three firefighters dead.

The Crete fire, south of the city
of Rethymno, had forced officials
to evacuate some 8,000 people
overnight as it threatened the village
resort of Agia Galini.

Although the situation was
improving yesterday, Prime
Minister ~ Kyriakos  Mitsotakis
warned of “difficult days” ahead as
the summer heat persists.

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen expressed her
condolences over the fatalities and
said the EU “stands by Greece”.

“The EU is preparing additional
support,” she added.

Hotelier Michalis Christoforakis,
told AFP that holidaymakers forced
to leave were now returning to
resorts in Agia Galini on the island’s
south coast.

“Some people were worried”
during the evacuations, he said in a
phone interview, “but there was no

panic”.
The National Observatory’s
weather website meteo.gr said

wind shears in the Rethymno area

had been recorded at up to 120
kilometres per hour, creating a fire
front of over 12 kilometres.

“We evacuated (some) 8,000
people” from the resort village of
Agia Galini, Maria Lioni, deputy
governor of the Rethymno area, told
state TV ERT earlier.

The evacuations were decided as
the fire, which broke out Wednesday,
got to within a kilometre of the
village before changing direction in
the evening.

The fire is believed to have
burned down homes, agricultural
facilities and farm animals, but the
toll is unclear as the fire is ongoing,
Lioni said.

Two firefighters were trapped on
a mountain road near the village of
Krya Vrysi and died as the winds
kept changing direction.

“It was a dark day,” Lioni said.

A third firefighter collapsed
and died during efforts to put out
a separate fire near Gytheio in the
Peloponnese peninsula.

‘Scared’

Daniela Schmidt, an Austrian
tourist, said she was “quite scared”
as wildfires swept parts of the island.

“All evening and throughout the
night, we watched the fire,” she told
AFP by phone.

Firefighters in eastern

England battle ‘dangerous’
wildfire

DUNWICH - Firefighters in
eastern England were battling a
“difficult and dangerous” wildfire
which has devastated around 100
hectares of heathland and prompted
the evacuation of some residents
and visitors.

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service
said 18 fire engines and more than
100 firefighters faced “challenging
conditions” tackling the blaze at
Dunwich Heath, near England’s
east coast.

It declared a major incident late
Wednesday after the fire erupted
earlier in the day and spread to
threaten local properties including
a holiday park for caravans, leading
to evacuations.

The wildfire follows a period of
exceptionally dry and hot weather,
which has left Wales and more than
half of England in drought and
contributed to wildfires breaking
out in different places.

Jon Lacey, the chief fire officer
for Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service,
said this blaze was one of the largest
he could remember in the sprawling
rural county northeast of London.

“It is a difficult fire because (it’s)
so widespread and the resources are
so widespread,” he told the press
conference.

“You can understand that that is
difficult and dangerous for firefighters.”

Some residents who have been
evacuated were being supported at
a rest centre, while many more had
self-evacuated, the fire service said.

Westleton resident Lesley Abery

told AFP she had woken up in the
night worried about the fires and
looked out of the window.

“It was a sea of red. It was all red
along the horizon ... it’s just horrific”.

The wildfire site is less than 10
miles (16 kilometres) away from
nuclear power station Sizewell B
and the construction site for new
power station Sizewell C.

Although the Sizewell B was
an area of concern the fire was not
currently expected to spread to the
area, according to Lacey.

PM’s support

“We’re not expecting the wind
direction to change to push the fire
towards Sizewell C or B,” he said,
adding the fire service was working
with other agencies to monitor
weather conditions.

Prime Minister Andy Burnham
said he was receiving regular updates
about the “very serious incident”.

“I will make sure that Suffolk
Fire and Rescue Service have all of
the support, the mutual aid, the other
services that they need,” he vowed.

In Scotland, firefighters have
remained at the scene of a wildfire
in the Cairngorms National Park
which has been burning for more
than two weeks and destroyed
about 10 square miles (25 square
kilometres) of moorland.

Between July 16 and 28 more
than 200 fires broke out in England
and Wales, according to a tally
published Tuesday by the National
Fire Chiefs Council body. —AFP

Tourists and local residents from the resort village of Agia Galini gather in an indoor
stadium where they are temporarily accommodated during a wildfire in Rethymno

area, in the southwest of the Greek island of Crete yesterday.

Schmidt, who was holidaying
on the picturesque island with her
family, said they were unable to
return to their hotel and instead
spent the night in a safer area
following an evacuation order.

“We called the hotel and asked
them to pick us up. We were scared.
We had no luggage, no documents,
just our bathing suits,” she said.

“We wanted to go back to get
our passports and money, but there
were firefighters everywhere. About

- AFP

one kilometre from the hotel, we
had to turn around.”

She said the family was able to
return to the hotel the following day.

Yesterday afternoon, a second
fire broke out near the village of
Asomatos, about 60 kilometres from
the site of the first blaze, the fire
service said, prompting authorities
to order precautionary evacuations.

‘Difficult days’
The fire department dedicated

a force of over 200 firefighters and
53 fire engines to the Crete blaze,
but the violent wind had prevented
aircraft from taking on seawater.

A coastguard spokesman told
AFP there were four patrol boats
at Agia Galini ready to help with
additional evacuations, including
one from EU border agency Frontex.

The prime minister paid tribute
to the fallen firefighters, and warned
that “difficult days” lay ahead.

“August... is traditionally a
difficult month,” Mitsotakis told a
cabinet meeting, urging people to
take “the greatest care possible” as
many fires broke out due to “gross
negligence”.

Greece faces destructive
wildfires almost every summer
as prolonged drought, high
temperatures and strong winds
create ideal conditions for blazes to
spread rapidly.

Nearly 100 firefighters were
separately tackling a fire near the
village of Plomari on the island of
Lesbos.

The civil protection ministry
placed several arecas on near-
maximum fire alert for Thursday,
including Crete, the greater Athens
area, the eastern Peloponnese and
most of the Aegean islands.

— AFP

Hundreds of migrants enter Spain’s Ceuta
territory from Morocco

Lucia Diaz

CEUTA - Hundreds of migrants
entered the Spanish north African
exclave of Ceuta yesterday, AFP
reporters saw, many of them
having swum by sea around the
frontier fence.

Migration  from  Morocco
into Spain’s two north African
territories, Ceuta and Melilla, has
long been a politically sensitive
issue between the two countries, as
thousands cross the border at times.

AFP reporters saw a stream
of adults and children, most of
them wet, entering the town,
plus discarded flotation rings and
clothes on the shore near where the
frontier barrier meets the sea.

The president of Ceuta, Juan
Vivas, said Wednesday that 1,500
migrants had come to Ceuta by sea
in the past few days.

“We are in a situation of
total humanitarian and social
emergency,” he said in comments
broadcast yesterday by Spanish
television.

“The reception centres are
saturated — there is no more room
for anyone in them and according to
yesterday’s[Wednesday’s] figures
the number of people entering is
more than 200 a day.”

Officials could not immediately
be reached yesterday to give more
recent figures.

Gathering in Morocco
Migrants walked cheerfully
through the streets of Ceuta, thanking
the Spanish police and calling out:
“Bye bye, Morocco, hello Spain.”

Police and Civil Guards in
Ceuta appeared to do little to
intervene, though some officers
attempted to direct the arrivals to
the local migrant reception centre.

On the Moroccan side of the
border, an AFP reporter yesterday
afternoon saw hundreds of people
including children gathered near
the border between Ceuta and the
local town of Fnideq, waiting to
cross into the Spanish territory.

Some of them said they had
come after hearing rumours that
the border was going to be opened
yesterday morning.

Moroccan authorities did not
comment.

The crossings coincided with
Morocco’s Throne Day, a national
festival.

‘Immediate response’
promised

Spain’s Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez said on X that his
government was “focussed on
providing an immediate response
to the crisis in Ceuta”.

“We are mobilising all
necessary  resources, working
with Moroccan and international
authorities, and preparing the
necessary measures to restore
normality as soon as possible.”

Sanchez spoke with Vivas, who
described “with complete clarity
and starkness the seriousness of
the situation”, Ceuta’s regional
government said in a statement.

Interior Minister Fernando
Grande-Marlaska  will  travel
to Ceuta today “to monitor the

situation”,
statement.

The ministry vaunted “Spain’s
exemplary  cooperation  with
Morocco in all areas, including on
migration”, pointing the finger at
human trafficking networks.

It said the two countries would
implement “measures for the
transfer” to Morocco “as soon as
possible, of all the people who
have entered Ceuta illegally”.

It said the government had
increased its  resources  “to
guarantee security and control of
migration as well as the necessary
humanitarian aid, so that no lives
are put in danger at sea”.

A foreign ministry source
speaking to AFP moved to play
down the impact of Sanchez’s
recent visit to Algeria, with which
Morocco has a long-standing
dispute over the territory of
Western Sahara.

The source insisted relations
were “not at all affected” by the trip.

Sanchez’s right-wing political
rivals immediately pressured him
yesterday over the migrant arrivals.

“The government cannot look
the other way regarding its duties
because we are facing a national
security crisis,” said opposition
People’s Party leader Alberto
Nunez Feijoo on X.

Far-right Vox party leader
Santiago Abascal on X blamed
Sanchez personally for the migrant
influx in Ceuta.

Ceuta and Melilla have
Europe’s only two land borders
with Africa. —AFP

the ministry said in a
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Chinese e-tricycles boost livelihoods in Cape Verde

BEIJING/DAKAR — As dawn
breaks over a fishing pier in Praia,
Cape Verde, 40-year-old Ivanilda
da Veiga is already at work, loading
fresh tuna onto a Chinese-made
electric tricycle, and driving it
toward a bustling market in the
heart of the city.

A mother of five, Veiga lost the
sight in one eye after an accident.
About a year ago, her husband spent
145,000 Cape Verdean escudos
(US$1,493) on the Chinese-made
vehicle to make her work easier.

With no fuel costs, the electric
three-wheeler has become her
affordable and dependable work
companion. All morning, Veiga
shuttles back and forth between the
pier and markets across the city.

Across Cape Verde, more and
more households like Veiga’s are
turning to Chinese-made electric
tricycles to support their daily life
and work.

Approximately 500 km off
Africa’s west coast, Cape Verde
is an archipelago of 10 islands
with a population of 520,000. In

a country with a small population
and a fragmented market, Chinese-
made cargo tricycles are playing a
growing role in small businesses, as
they are easy to handle and nimble
enough to navigate narrow streets.

“The wvehicle is much more
practical. It can slip into alleys and
makes deliveries easier,” said Odair,
a 35-year-old local resident who
delivers goods to small grocery stores
across Praia’s neighborhoods on his
Chinese electric tricycle. “With this
job, I can feed my whole family.”

As Chinese electric tricycles
become increasingly common on
Cape Verde’s streets, one place name
keeps emerging: Fengxian County in
east China’s Jiangsu Province.

Just over two decades ago,
Fengxian was still an agricultural
area known mainly for fruit
cultivation. Today, it boasts around
60 percent of China’s electric
tricycle market, and is home to
more than 1,400 manufacturers of
vehicles and components.

As China’s electric tricycle hub,
Fengxian is seeing strong overseas

demand, with electric tricycle
exports reaching 390 million yuan in
the first five months of 2026, surging
by 99.3 percent year on year.

Meizida, based in Fengxian,
offers a vivid example. The company
began selling electric tricycles
to Cape Verde in 2020 through
distributors. It said that shipments
have grown from one or two
containers a year to about five, with
annual sales exceeding 200 vehicles.

“Low costs and versatility are
the main reasons African customers
choose Chinese electric tricycles,”
said Yu Baishun, Meizida’s general
manager. Compared with fuel-
powered vehicles, he said, the
tricycles stand out for lower energy
costs, fewer breakdowns and easier
repairs. “Compared with ordinary
motorcycles, they offer greater
carrying capacity and can be used
for a wider range of tasks.”

The company is seeing robust
demand from small and micro
African businesses, Yunoted, adding
that electric tricycles are well suited
to this market because they can be

New fire in Spain forces evacuation
of 800 near Portuguese border

B

Pelayos de la Presa, 65 kilometres west of Madrid, yesterday.

MADRID — A new wildfire in
western Spain near the Portuguese
border has burned 11,000 hectares
(110 km2) in 24 hours and forced
800 people to evacuate, officials

said yesterday.
The mayor of Fermoselle,
where the fire started on

Wednesday, told AFP the village
faced “hell” and a “tunnel of flame”
in the blaze, which follows days of
larger wildfires west of Madrid.
Emergency services for the

Portuguese exports grow 10 pct in Q2 after
year-long decline

LISBON - Portuguese goods
exports rose 10 percent year-on-year
in the second quarter of this year,
reversing four consecutive quarters
of decline, the National Statistics
Institute (INE) said on Wednesday.

Export growth also outpaced
the 8.2-percent increase in imports
during the same period, the first time
this had occurred in more than a year.

The rebound followed a

Castilla y Leén region said 800
people were evacuated from the
path of the new blaze.

Spain’s Military Emergency Unit
(UME) was deployed to the Level 2
fire—a classification that triggers extra
support from the central government.

Raul de la Fuente, a senior
fire official in the Castilla y Le6n
regional government, said the
fire was burning through a ravine
and threatening to reach another
village, with strong winds forecast.

6.5-percent year-on-year drop in
exports in the first quarter of 2026,
the steepest decline in the series,
while imports rose 2.7 percent.
The institute attributed the
recovery mainly to transactions
involving processing work
for foreign clients, known in
Portuguese as “Transagdes sem
Transferéncia de Propriedade”
(TTE - Transactions Without

=
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This aerial picture taken with a drone shows a herd of goats on the scorched ground of a farm damaged by a wildfire near

- AFP

“We are focusing our efforts in
stopping that from happening,” he
told reporters.

Two other Level 2 fires — at Val
de la Loba and San Cipriano del
Condado —were active in the same
Zamora province, in the Castile and
Leon region which has already been
hit by the largest fire in Spanish
history since record-keeping began.

That fire in the Avila area has
burned approximately 50,000
hectares of land. —AFP

Transfer of Ownership*. Under
such arrangements, goods are
sent to Portugal for processing
and later returned to their original
owner without a formal transfer of

ownership. — Xinhua, MPD
*Goods  are  temporarily
imported  for  processing  or

transforming in Portugal and re-
exported back to the client or to a
third country. — Gemini

used to haul goods, commute and
even serve as street stalls. “They
have built irreplaceable advantages
in local markets,” he said.
Manufacturers like Meizida
are also developing customized
models, such as those with solar
charging systems and audio-video
entertainment units, to better adapt
to local needs in everyday life.
“Nearly every type of global
demand for short-distance travel
can be met in China, because the
domestic market is so diverse
and covers almost all application
scenarios,” said Zhao Chen, an
industry mentor at Beijing Foreign
Studies  University, explaining
why Chinese electric tricycles are
gaining popularity worldwide.
China has a complete industrial
chain  for  electric tricycle
manufacturing, and the advantage
not only helps reduce costs, but also
drives upgrading and innovation
endeavors, Zhao said.
However, sustaining the
industry’s overseas momentum
will not be without challenges.

Zhao pointed out that regulatory
requirements vary widely across
countries, creating hurdles that
smaller manufacturers may struggle
to overcome. Localized operations
often require higher standards of
after-sales service, and Chinese
companies will need to further
strengthen their service capabilities.

Despite the challenges, industry
observers remain broadly optimistic
about this sector’s growth prospects.
They note that as global energy
supplies tighten and oil prices
rise, Chinese electric tricycles are
expected to gain further traction in
markets worldwide.

The growing overseas presence
of Chinese electric tricycles also
reflects the global competitiveness
of China’s new energy industry,
said Han Jian, a business professor
at Nanjing University in east China.

“Chinese  manufacturing is
increasingly demonstrating integrated
capabilities in technology, products
and services, showing strong
potential for innovation and brand
development,” Han added. — Xinhua

Brazil accuses US of extending
emergency trade powers
based on‘baseless’ claims

SAO PAULO - Brazil on
Wednesday denounced the United
States for using “baseless and false”
claims to extend its emergency
trade powers against the South
American country for another year,
a move that justifies the continued
imposition of punitive tariffs on
Brazilian exports.

In a statement, the Brazilian
government condemned the US
decision. It slammed the repetition
of “baseless and false arguments,”
which alleged that Brazil is an
“unusual and extraordinary threat to
US national security, foreign policy
and the economy.”

Designating Brazil as a threat
requiring emergency economic
measures has allowed Washington
to impose tariffs of up to 35 percent
on a range of Brazilian industrial
goods as part of the tariff policy

launched by US President Donald
Trump in 2025.

According to  Washington,
the emergency measures are
necessary due to alleged human
rights violations, the suppression
of free speech for US individuals
and companies, and the political
persecution of former President Jair
Bolsonaro. Bolsonaro was recently
found guilty of attempting a coup
after losing his reelection bid.

Categorically  rejecting  these
accusations, Brazil said the allegations
had already been thoroughly refuted
in multiple bilateral meetings.

The statement further
emphasized that “it is entirely
inappropriate to characterize Brazil
as a threat to the United States,
especially in light of the historic
diplomatic ties and friendship that
unite both peoples.” —AFP

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s special envoy Yin Hejun, also China’s minister of

science and technology, shakes hands with Peruvian President-elect Keiko Fujimori
in Lima, Peru, on Monday. Yin attended Peru’s presidential handover ceremony of
in Lima on Tuesday at the invitation of the Peruvian government. An estimated 5 to
10 percent of Peru’s about 35 million inhabitants are estimated to be of partial or full
Chinese descent. Fujimori is a member of Peru’s 200,000 inhabitants of Japanese

ancestry.

-AFP
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S Korea coach Hong grilled
by MPs over World Cup flop

p= SEOUL — Former South
ymm Korea football coach Hong
Myung-bo told lawmakers
yesterday that he took “full
responsibility” for his team’s failure
to advance from their group at the
World Cup.

Hong resigned after the
elimination, but appeared yesterday
at a hearing for parliament’s sports
and culture committee probe into
the actions of the Korea Football
Association (KFA).

Hong, a former South Korea
defender who played in the 2002
World Cup athome, has been pilloried
by fans, pundits and politicians since
his side were eliminated by a shock
1-0 defeat to South Africa.

Hong was jeered at the airport on
his return by fans dismayed over the
decision to drop veteran skipper Son
Heung-min to the bench for a South
Africa match they only needed to
draw to secure qualification for the
knockout stages.

President Lee Jac Myung
blamed the failure on “incompetent
people” promoted to leadership in
a statement which did not name
Hong, but alluded to “loyalty and
factionalism” tainting recruitment
at the sport’s top level.

The 57-year-old was quastioned

over allegations of preferential
treatment leading to his appointment
in 2024, citing claims KFA recruiters
travelled to his neighbourhood to
conduct opaque interviews.

“I believe the proper procedures
had been followed,” Hong told
lawmakers, denying asking “for any
special favours or benefits”.

MPs also raised claims he had
enjoyed a salary of 3.8 billion
won (US$2.6 million) — a figure
reportedly at the high end for
national coaches. Hong said the
figure was wrong, but declined to
disclose the correct one.

He apologised for the team’s
failure to reach the last 32 at the
48-team tournament in Mexico, the
United States and Canada.

“I was the head coach, and that’s
a position that is ultimately judged
by results,” he said.

“Because our performance at
this World Cup fell short, I take full
responsibility for everything.”

South Korea’s media had
labelled the 2026 squad a “golden
generation” and there were high
hopes for a team featuring former
Tottenham  Hotspur star Son,
Bayern Munich defender Kim Min-
jae and former Paris Saint-Germain
midfielder Lee Kang-in. — AFP

Former South Korean men’s national team head coach Hong Myung-bo (right)
and former KFA President Chung Mong-gyu (left) attend the hearing on the Korea
Football Association (KFA) over a controversy surrounding its management at the

National Assembly in Seoul yesterday.

-AFP

Atletico complain to FIFA over
Barca’s Alvarez approach

BARCELONA -

Barcelona have received

LALIGA® , complaint from Atletico

Madrid filed with FIFA over

allegedly tapping up Julian Alvarez,

a source from the Catalan club told
AFP yesterday.

Argentina striker Alvarez said
during the World Cup it would
be “the best thing for everyone”
for Atletico to let him leave, amid
strong Barca transfer interest.

Atletico believe Barcelona made
prohibited contact with the 26-year-
old attacker to encourage him to
force his departure.

Barca president Joan Laporta
said at the start of July his side
had made an offer to Atletico for
Alvarez which they would leave on
the table for as long as they see fit.

Spanish media reported Atletico
have also filed a complaint to the
Spanish football federation (RFEF),
but the RFEF did not respond to an
AFP request for comment.

Atletico rejected an offer of 150
million euros (US$172 million)
from Real Madrid for Alvarez in
June, widely viewed as a gambit by
Los Blancos chief Florentino Perez
to complicate a potential deal for
Barca and fulfil a pledge made in
his election campaign.

Barcelona are hoping to
replace veteran striker Robert
Lewandowski, who left at the end
of last season, by adding Alvarez to
their squad.

Alvarez joined Atletico from
City in 2024 for a deal worth up to
85 million euros. —AFP
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Howe set to leave Newcastle, with
Al-Ahli’s Jaissle to take over: reports

4

Newcastle United’s English head coach Eddie Howe applauds the fans at the end of the English Premier League football

match between Newcastle United and Sunderland at St James’ Park in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, north-east England on March 22.
- AFP

Premier LONDON -

League Newcastle manager

Eddie Howe is report-

edly set to make a shock exit from St

James’ Park, with Al-Ahli boss Mat-

thias Jaissle expected to take charge
of the Premier League club.

Jaissle would be a surprise
choice to replace Howe, given his
lack of experience at the top level.

The 38-year-old, a former
Germany Under-21 international,
was forced to end his playing career
due to injury at the age of 25.

Jaissle’s first managerial job
came with Austrian side Liefering,
whom he led to a second-placed
finish in the second tier, the club’s
joint best-ever position.

He took charge at Red Bull
Salzburg in 2021, winning
successive Austrian titles as well
as the Austrian Cup.

Jaissle joined Al-Ahli in 2023
and led the Saudi club to AFC
Champions League titles in 2025
and 2026.

In his five years at Newcastle,
Howe revitalised a club that had
struggled for decades.

He replaced Steve Bruce in

November 2021 and won the
League Cup in March 2025 —
beating Liverpool in the final to
clinch the club’s first major trophy
since 1969.

The former Bournemouth boss
also led Newcastle to Champions
League qualification in 2023 and
2025.

But hampered by star striker
Alexander Isak’s protracted move
to Liverpool, Howe came under
pressure as the Magpies finished
12" in the Premier League last
season, with 17 defeats in their 38
games.

Newecastle reached the Cham-
pions League last 16 but were ham-
mered 8-3 on aggregate by Barcelona.

The club have since been
depleted by the close-season
departures of Italy midfielder
Sandro Tonali to Tottenham and
England forward Anthony Gordon
to Barcelona.

Speculation continues over the
future of Newcastle captain Bruno
Guimaraes, who has been linked
with a move to Premier League
champions Arsenal.

Howe’s final match in charge

was a 4-1 defeat to Championship
side Bristol City in a pre-season
friendly on Wednesday.

The Englishman took charge at
Newcastle after they were bought
by a Saudi-led consortium, ending
the turbulent reign of former owner
Mike Ashley and propelling the
club into the ranks of the super-
rich.

The Magpies were second from
bottom of the Premier League, five
points from safety, but finished the
season in mid-table.

The new owners were not shy of
stating their long-term ambitions,
targeting the Premier League title
within 10 years.

Howe was not able to achieve
that lofty goal, buthe departs widely
admired for lifting Newcastle out
of their decades-long malaise.

Former Newcastle striker Alan
Shearer paid tribute to Howe on X,
posting a picture of the outgoing
Magpies boss holding up the League
Cup with the caption: “Thanks
Eddie. You gave us this day.”

Newcastle start their Premier
League campaign at home to
Liverpool on August 23.  — AFP

Adidas apologises for plethora
of pink boots at World Cup

FRANKFURT -  Adidas
yestreday apologised for a surfeit
of pink boots at the World Cup,
saying that it was a coincidence
that they were sported by a
striking number of players.

Asked by AFP about the
unusual uniformity of boot colours
during a press conference on
the company’s quarterly results,
Adidas CEO Bjorn Gulden said
“it was an accident”.

“I think it’s a coincidence, and
I hope it will not happen again,”
he added.

It was not the colour itself but
different brands all opting for the

same hue that had surprised him,
Gulden said.

“Pink is a good colour, no
doubt. But that we all ended up
with the same is strange,” he said.

Various theories have been
advanced for the prevalence of pink
boots at this year’s World Cup.

Some have suggested that pink
boots are more visible against a
green pitch, helping boot makers’
products stand out to fans.

Nike football footwear product
manager Odinga Nimako told
sports publication The Athletic
that pink was preferred by some
players as it was seen as an

expression of confidence.
Boot makers usually had little
knowledge of their rivals’ precise

colour schemes before new
collections are launched, Gulden
said.

“We don’t have information on
what Nike or Puma or New Balance
is doing,” he said, adding that
retailers could have stepped in.

“Retailers normally would tell
you: ‘Hang on a minute, you’re all
doing the same colour’,” Gulden
said.

“But we didn’t hear anything.
And shame on us, I think no one
liked it.” — AFP
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UEFA says will boycott World Cup if
FIFA pushes private investor proposal

FI FA PARIS - Euro-

pean football’s gov-
erning body UEFA said yesterday
it would boycott the World Cup
should FIFA press ahead with its
private investor plan.

“No UEFA national teams will
participate in any FIFA competition
for so long as these proposals
remain alive, unless this proposal
has been abandoned in its entirety
and binding assurances have been
given that FIFA will never again
open its governance or competitions
to private ownership,” UEFA said in
a statement.

“The World Cup cannot be
treated as an investment product...
No part of it should ever be
surrendered to private investors.
The World Cup is not for sale.”

FIFA, football’s world governing
body, on Tuesday announced plans
to create a commercial subsidiary
to run its biggest events, such as the
World Cup and Club World Cup.

Under the proposal, private
investors would be allowed to
acquire stakes in the company
but would remain  minority
shareholders, FIFA said. The
governing body hopes to raise up to
US$4.2 billion based on a valuation
of US$20 billion for the FIFA
Forward Enterprise (FFE) initiative.

If approved, the project could
provide each of FIFA’s 211 member
associations with a one-off payment
of US$20 million in early 2027 and
increase their funding allocation for
the 2027-2030 cycle from US$8
million to US$20 million.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino
on Wednesday described the

initiative as a “golden opportunity
to turbocharge the development of

the game globally”.
But UEFA, whose president
Aleksander  Ceferin  boycotted

the World Cup final to show
unhappiness with FIFA, argued that
“this model has no place in world
football”.

“Football’s future cannot be
dictated by the expectations of those
whose first duty is to maximise
financial return. Nor can the interests
of national associations, leagues,
clubs, players and supporters
become subordinate to investor
returns. Football cannot mortgage
its future for financial gain.

“Europe’s position is clear.
We will never lend this model our
legitimacy. No one has the moral
authority to sell what they merely
hold in trust for the next generation.”

The FIFA proposal has drawn
criticism from not only UEFA
but also several leading European
federations and European Union
officials, who view it as another
step in the commercialisation of
sport and have raised concerns over
potential conflicts of interest.

The Confederation of
North, Central America and
Caribbean Association Football
(CONCACAF) and the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) have
also expressed concern that the
proposal was made public before
FIFA’s 211 member associations
were fully consulted.

The Confederation of African
Football (CAF) has called on
its members to review FIFA’s
controversial plan.

Never for sale

UEFA, in its statement yesterday,
said that the World Cup was “one of
football’s greatest sporting legacies.
It has been built over generations
by players, national teams and
supporters across every continent”.

“It is both irresponsible and
indefensible that a proposal of
such significance for football was
conceived in secret and brought
to the brink of approval without
any meaningful consultation with
those entrusted with stewarding the
game,” UEFA said.

“This is not merely a profound
failure of leadership, but an
abdication of FIFA’s duty as the
custodian of world football.

“National associations around
the world are now presented with an
ultimatum: accept the irreversible
capture of football’s greatest com-
petitions or bear the consequences.

“This is not a ‘democratic deci-
sion’, but governance by intimida-
tion — an act of coercion unworthy
of an institution entrusted with the
stewardship of the global game.”

UEFA added: “Nobody should be
in any doubt: UEFA and its national
associations will oppose these plans
with absolute determination.

“There are moments when
institutions are judged not by what
they are prepared to accept, but by
what they refuse to compromise.
This is one of those moments.

“Some things are simply too
important to sell. The FIFA World
Cup belongs to football. It always
will. And so long as Europe has a
voice, it will never be for sale.”

— AFP

Australia ask for more information
on FIFA sell-off plan

FI FA SYDNEY - Football
Australia yesterday said
they had asked for more details
from FIFA on the proposal to sell a
stake in the business operations of
the World Cup so they can better
understand the implications.

The world governing body
announced on Tuesday a plan to create
a semi-private subsidiary which would
sell part of its business operations in
the World Cup and other competitions,
hoping to raise US$4.2 billion.

It sparked a furious backlash,
but Football Australia said they had
been contacted by but needed more

information before formulating a
response.

“Football Australia can confirm
it has received correspondence from
FIFA regarding its latest commercial
proposal,” said a statement.

“As this is the first time we have
been made aware of the initiative,
we are now working to understand
the proposal in full.

“We have requested further
information from FIFA to properly
assess the strategic, commercial,
and governance implications of
such a significant step.

“We will only be able to form

a position after receiving this
information and engaging in further
dialogue with our peer member
associations and our confederation.”

The plan would have to be
approved by FIFA’s 38-member
council and the majority of its 211
member associations.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino
championed the proposal as “a
golden opportunity to turbocharge the
development of the game globally”.

But critics, led by UEFA, said
it “crosses a line” and the “soul
and governance of football are not
assets to trade”. —AFP

Djokovic to make return at Cincinnati Masters

Tennis

PARIS - Former world
number one Novak Djokovic said
yesterday he would make his return
to competition at the Cincinnati
Masters next month, almost a
month after he crashed out of the
Wimbledon semi-finals at the hands
of Jannik Sinner.

The August 13-23 tournament in
Cincinnati marks the 39-year-old’s

first appearance there since his 2023
title.

“I am very happy to announce that
I will be in Cincinnati this year, for the
first time since 2023,” Djokovic said
on the tournament’s social media.

“That year I played one of the
top three Masters 1000 finals of my
career.

“I really look forward to coming
back, playing in front of you again,
and seeing all the fans from around

the world. See you soon!”

The Serb, currently ranked fifth
in the world, joins a dream line-up
ahead of the US Open including
Wimbledon winner Sinner, world
number two Alexander Zverev and
no.3 Carlos Alcaraz, who has been
nursing a wrist injury since April.

After Cincinnati, Djokovic is
expected at the August 30-Septem-
ber 13 US Open, where he will bid
for a 25" major title. —AFP
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Players guilty of
discrimination face minimum
10-match ban: English FA

Football

LONDON - Players found
guilty of discrimination will face
a minimum 10-match suspension
under new English Football
Association rules.

The FA have increased the
punishment for discrimination
after bans ranged from six to 12
games in previous seasons.

Discrimination is defined by
the FA as including an express or
implied reference to ethnic origin,
colour, race, nationality, religion,
sex, gender, gender reassignment,
sexual orientation or disability.

The revamped rules also apply
to managers and other officials.

“The FA is committed to deliv-
ering a game free from discrimi-
nation. While significant progress
has been made in recent years,
discriminatory conduct continues

to be a challenge across the game,”
the FA said yesterday.

“Enhanced measures are nec-
essary to tackle this abhorrent con-
duct, and the FA’s updated sanc-
tion guidelines will now require
regulatory commissions to impose
a standard suspension of at least 10
matches in these circumstances.”

Bans of more than 10 matches
for offences involving discrimina-
tion can now be imposed if sig-
nificant aggravating factors are
involved.

Any player or official
committing a second aggravated
breach will face a longer sanction
than for their first offence.

Shorter bans, at a minimum
of six matches, can be considered
when there are  mitigating
circumstances or an individual
admits the breach at the first
opportunity. —AFP

History-chasing Ryu sets pace
at women’s British Open

South Korea’s Ryu Hae-ran lines up a putt on the 5% green on the first day of
the 2026 Women'’s British Open Golf Championships at Royal Lytham & St.

Annes Golf Club, north-west England, yesterday.

Golf

ONDON — Ryu Hae-ran sank
six birdies in an opening round
of 66 as she made a strong start
to her bid to win a third straight
major at the women’s British
Open yesterday.

The South Korean, 25, has
enjoyed a whirlwind few weeks,
winning the PGA Championship
at Hazeltine National Golf Club
in Minnesota in June before
adding the Evian Championship
in France earlier this month.

She made a seamless switch to
links golf at Royal Lytham & St
Annes, on the coast of northwest
England, making four birdies in
her first seven holes.

After a bogey on the par-four
15" she recovered to birdie two
of the final three holes to wrestle
the early clubhouse lead from

- AFP

American Yealimi Noh, who
carded a 67.

US world number one Nelly
Korda, who was grouped with
Ryu and 2024 British Open
champion Lydia Ko, finished at
two-over par.

Korda, 28, is also seeking
her third major of the year
after claiming the Chevron
Championship and the US Open.

Thailand’s world number two
Jeeno Thitikul, 23, was four under
after her first nine holes as she
hunts a first major.

The 2026 season is the first
in golf history in which two
players, male or female, have won
multiple majors.

Only six golfers have won
three of the game’s biggest prizes
in a single year, with South
Korea’s Park In-bee the most
recent in 2013. —AFP
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Nolan’s “The Odyssey’ boosts sales of mythology tales in UK

Joe Jackson

LONDON - Christopher Nolan’s adap-
tation of “The Odyssey” has not only lured
legions of fans to cinemas, but sparked huge
interest in the UK in Homer’s epic poem and
other Greek and Roman mythology works.

Some involved in Classics academia hope
the blockbuster’s box office success and
wider cultural impact will also prompt more
young people to study the subject.

The movie’s mid-month release has helped
hike UK print edition sales of “The Odyssey”
by 1,400 percent in the four weeks to July
25 compared to the same period last year,
according to market researchers NielsenlQ.

A 2017 translation by British-American
classicist Emily Wilson of the millennia-old
mythological tale has been flying off the
shelves at a similarly increased rate.

Britain’s  biggest  bookstore  chain
Waterstones saw sales of Wilson’s work rise
over 1,000 percent compared to 2025 and
were “increasing every week” alongside
purchases of “all other available translations,”
a spokeswoman said.

Meanwhile, NielsenlQ noted many related
works — including “The Iliad”, Madeline
Miller’s “Circe” and Margaret Atwood’s “The
Penelopiad” — had also seen “significant”
sales uplifts.

Actor and writer Stephen Fry’s “The
Odyssey” currently tops the history bestsellers
on Amazon’s UK website. Two of his other
Classics books — “Mythos” and “Troy” —

Claire Lee

SEOUL — Global K-pop sensation BTS
said on Wednesday they will not submit their
music for next year’s Grammy Awards, after
the Recording Academy introduced a new
Asian pop category criticised for restricting
the success of regional artists.

The South Korean megastars were widely
tipped in the running for several of the
Grammys’ top honours, including Album of the
Year, after their comeback album, ARIRANG,
became one of this year’s best-selling hits.

But the seven-member group said
they would not enter the contest after the
introduction of five new categories, including
Best Asian Pop Music Performance.

“We have decided not to enter the
Grammys this year,” BTS members said
in coordinated posts on their individual
Instagram accounts.

“We hope that music is heard and loved
for what it is, rather than being defined by
region or language,” they said.

BTS is the first all-South Korean act to reign
over Billboard’s US top singles chart, which
they achieved with their 2020 track “Dynamite”,
their first hit sung completely in English.

Despite performing at the Grammys and
earning several nominations, including for

Jared Leto denies latest sexual assault claims

LOS ANGELES - US actor and
singer Jared Leto on Wednesday
denied allegations of sexual assault
and harassment levelled against him
by 10 women in a new documentary
aired by the BBC.

The women said they were
victimised by Leto between 2002
and 2016.

Two of them accused him of
sexual assault when they were 17
years old, while another said the
actor threatened her with sexual
assault when she was 19.

A fourth woman
receiving multiple sexually explicit
phone calls from the actor when she
was 16, who allegedly propositioned
her for sex.

Four other women described
sexual harassment during phone
calls from the lead singer of the rock
band Thirty Seconds to Mars.

“I have never sexually assaulted
anyone in my entire life,” the
54-year-old actor said in a statement.
“These claims are absolutely and
categorically false.”

occupy the second and fifth spots respectively
on the online giant’s list.

Audiobooks are also sharing in the boom,
with Spotify reporting that searches for “The
Odyssey” translations have skyrocketed by
310 percent.

‘Buzz’

“People are drawn to these stories,”
University of Exeter Classics lecturer Richard
Kendall told AFP, hailing the sales spike as
“fantastic”.

“And that’s not just writers who continually
return to the Greeks and Romans — the history,
the myths, the characters, the events — that’s
also readers. These are ripping good yarns.”

Kendall, the first expert-in-residence earlier
this year at Britain’s The Classical Association,
cautioned against viewing the renewed literary
interest just in cinema-related isolation.

“If this is a gimmick, it’s been a gimmick
that’s been lasting for over 2,000 years at this
point,” he said.

“It’s wonderful that this has created so
much popularity. People are reading more,
but this is just this iteration ... People will
always return to these stories.”

Nonetheless, at University College
London (UCL) — where British-American
director Nolan reportedly studied Homer as
an English undergraduate — there are hopes
for an increase in enrolments.

“The buzz around the film has been
tremendous, and we’re hoping to see a bounce

BTS pulls out of Grammys after Asian pop categoryi

in student numbers in the next few years,”
Phiroze Vasunia, head of its Greek and Latin
Department, told AFP.

He noted there had been “an exceptional
level of interest in Classics and in ancient
studies” in recent years, coinciding with the
growing fanfare around Nolan’s movie.

Critics

Based on Homer’s poem written originally
in Greek around the 7% or 8th century BC,
the film tracks hero Odysseus as he faces
obstacle after obstacle on his trek home from
the Trojan War.

It stars Matt Damon and Anne Hathaway
as Odysseus and his wife Penelope, with Tom
Holland portraying their son Telemachus.

Nolan’s first movie since 2023 Oscar-
winner “Oppenheimer”, it has wowed
audiences and critics, topping the US box
office for two straight weeks and already
taking US$640 million worldwide.

But not everyone has been won over by
the modern adaptation of one of humanity’s
oldest stories.

Wilson — behind an acclaimed translation
which Nolan has praised — generated headlines
this week after penning a scathing critique of
his screenplay.

She argued it “lacks psychological,
emotional, political and ethical depth”.

“I would be ashamed to have written any
part of this,” Wilson argued in the London
Review of Books, adding it “lacks many of the

South Korean boy band BTS appear on stage during the American Music Awards at the MGM Grand

Garden Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada on May 25, 2026.

Best Music Video, the group has never won.

Grammy CEO Harvey Mason Jr said
in a statement he was “saddened” by the
band’s decision and that success in the Asian
category did not rule out wins for other
headline awards.

“The Asian Pop category was created
to celebrate the depth, diversity and
extraordinary growth of pop artistry coming
out of Asia,” he said.

“The spirit of this new category is to shine a
dedicated spotlight on these important artists.”

recounted

conduct.

Leto: Hollywood’s Dark Secret.”

such accusations before.

-AFP

ARIRANG, named after a South Korean
folk song, includes mostly English lyrics but
explores themes including Korean identity after
the band’s hiatus for mandatory military service.

It would not have qualified for
the Grammys’ Best Asian Pop Music
Performance, announced last month, because
it requires entries make “meaningful use” of
at least one Asian language.

‘Turned its back’
The Recording Academy said the new

2026 theatrical release poster for Christoper
Nolan’s “The Odissey” — Image courtesy of IMDb

elements that make the poem great”.
High-profile British historian Mary Beard
was similarly unconvinced, though like
Wilson she welcomed the interest in Homer.
Writing in The Times, Beard bemoaned
that the poem’s “erotic puzzles, the teasing
ironies, the intriguing questions about truth
and falsehood” had been replaced with “a
rather ponderous Hollywood message about
civilisational decline”. —AFP

ntroduction

award aims to honour “artistic excellence in
Asian pop music performances originating
from or widely recognised within Asian
markets, including but not limited to K-pop,
J-pop and C-pop”.

But some critics say it boxes Asian
artists into a separate category instead of
recognising them alongside global peers.

Lee Ji-young, a BTS fan and a professor
at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, said
“by any objective measure, it is the Grammys
that need BTS, not the other way around”.

“The fact that BTS turned its back on the
Recording Academy first is also a sign that
the authority the Grammys have long wielded
as the gatekeeper — the one extending the
invitation — is beginning to erode,” she told
AFP.

Beyond music, BTS has championed
UNICEF campaigns and donated US$1
million to Black Lives Matter (BLM) in
2020 — inspiring fans to match the amount.

They have also spoken at the White House
in 2022 about anti-Asian hate and inclusivity,
and been open about mental health.

The group recently completed their
European tour and headlined a Super Bowl-
style halftime show at the World Cup final in

the United States. —AFP
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A lifeguard from the Finistére Departmental Fire and Rescue Service wades amid seaweed washed ashore

by a green tide on a beach in Douarnenez, western France, on Wednesday. Finistére is a department of
northwestern France in the extreme west of Brittany. - AFP
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Polar bears cool down on ice in their enclosure at Prague Zoo yesterday during the current heatwave in the
Central European Czech Republic. At 11:00 a.m. (local time), the mercury in the Central European city stood
at 33°C. —AFP

This aerial image shows All
Saints Church surrounded
by scorched grass on
Blackheath in south-east
London, with the Canary
Wharf business district

in the background, on
Wednesday. Just over
half of England has been
declared in drought
following “record-low
rainfall and exceptionally
high temperatures”, the
UK government said on
Wednesday. Blackheath is
an affluent residential area

The “Buck Moon” rises behind San Sebastiano Church in the village of Serralunga d’Alba, in the Langhe
countryside, north-western Italy, on Wednesday. A “Buck Moon” is the primary, widely recognised
traditional name for the full moon in July. It is also known as “Elk Month”. The name stems from the time of

year when male deer and elk rapidly grow new velvet-covered antlers. - AFP

surrounding the heath,

known for its Georgian

and Victorian architecture,

shops, and landmark parish

church - All Saints Church.
- AFP

BURQA-CLAD WOMEN
Afghan burqa-clad women travel on a mini truck along a road on the outskirts of Talogan in Afghanistan’s
Takhar province on Wednesday. A burqa is an outer garment worn by some Muslim women in public or in
the presence of men outside their inmediate family to cover the entire body and face. In its most traditional
form (commonly associated with Afghanistan and parts of South Asia), visibility is maintained through a
mesh or grille panel over the eyes. - AFP




