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PJ youth training aims to foster
patriotism, legal knowledge: Sit

Ida Cheong

Judiciary Police (PJ) Director Sit Chong
Meng announced yesterday that a total of
255 participants have graduated from their
two training programmes, titled “Community
Safety Youth Leader Programme” and “Youth
Crime Fighter”, each of which lasted a year,
with the aim of taking advantage of peer
influence to convey patriotism and legal
knowledge.

The Community Safety Youth Leader
Programme is for college students, while
Youth Crime Fighter is aimed at secondary
students. Both are held annually.

Meanwhile, the launch ceremony for
the two new programmes was held on the
University of Macau’s (UM) campus. The
programmes have attracted 100 university
students from eight local higher education
institutions and 300 secondary students from
43 local middle schools.

Sit said in his speech during the ceremony
that since the programmes’ inception, both
initiatives have cultivated nearly 3,400 young
participants, with recruitment scales steadily
expanding and training quality improving
year after year.

Through  continuous  reforms  and
enhancements to the curriculum, the two
programmes now also cover national affairs
and national security education, criminal law,

Student representatives from the “Community Safety
Youth Leader Programme” and “Youth Crime Fighters’
vow to comply with the law, serve society and promote

crime prevention and law-abiding awareness, as

Judiciary Police (PJ) Director Sit Chong Meng (third
from right) and two senior officers witness yesterday’

launch ceremony for the two schemes on the

University of Macau (UM) campus. - Photo: Ida Cheong

crisis response, and leadership skills, aiming to
comprehensively elevate participants’ overall
literacy and practical capabilities, Sit said.

A university student surnamed Choi
told reporters on the sidelines of event that
he participated in both schemes over the
past three years, adding that trainees can
systematically learn to identify various types

Air France-KLM and Lufthansa
bid for Portugal’s TAP

PARIS — Both Air France-KLM and
Lufthansa said yesterday they had submitted
bids to acquire a controlling stake in TAP Air
Portugal that is being re-privatised.

The Portuguese government announced
last September that it was seeking a major
international airline to buy most of the 49.9
percent stake that it plans to sell.

The two airline groups had both
submitted non-binding offers in April and
had three months to submit binding offers.

Air France-KLM said it was bidding for
a44.9 to 49.9 percent stake in the airline and
pledged to “position Lisbon as its unique
southern European hub”.

The group stressed that the move would
strengthen its position in the Americas and
Africa.

Lufthansa did not say how much of a

stake it hoped to acquire, but also emphasised
making Lisbon a southern European hub.

“We want to strengthen Portugal’s
national airline as part of the Lufthansa
Group and as the leading airline for the
South Atlantic, with Lisbon as a strategic
hub,” said Lufthansa, which also owns the
Swiss, Austrian and ITA carriers.

Neither group mentioned how much
money they were offering for the stake in TAP.

Portuguese officials have indicated they
hope to conclude the privatisation in late
August or early September.

TAP, which was renationalised in 2020 to
stem losses from the COVID-19 pandemic,
is among the few remaining state-owned
carriers in Europe.

The airline has around 7,700 employees
and a fleet of around 100 Airbus planes. — AFP
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of telecom fraud and gain key drug prevention
knowledge, as well as master practical security
skills, including crime recognition, preventive
measures, and reporting protocols. He noted
that this knowledge allows youngsters to
protect family members and peers from
criminal harm while helping others in the
community.
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Choi added that the schemes also provided
opportunities to participate in community
outreach schemes, enabling youths to raise
anti-fraud and anti-drug awareness among
the population, explain prevention methods
and reporting channels, and effectively
translate classroom knowledge into practical
community service. B

Tourists from Egypt take selfies in front of the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests at the Temple of Heaven
Park in Beijing on Tuesday. Thanks to its visa-free entry policies, China has witnessed an increasing
number of foreign tourists visiting the country this summer. According to the official data, 77.7 percent

of foreign visitors entering China in the first half of the year enjoyed visa-free entry policies.

- Xinhua

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views (f)The Macau Post Daily

China‘gravely concerned’ over use of Al
to distort Japan’s history of aggression

China is gravely concerned over the reportedly large-scale use of
Al by Japan’s right-wing forces to distort the history of aggression
against China, a foreign ministry spokesperson said yesterday.
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—Storyonp. 7

US-Saudi strikes in Iraq kill 20

US-Saudi strikes on Iraq killed at least 20
militants, including several Iranians, yesterday,
according to the Hashed al-Shaabi, an armed Iraqi
alliance that includes pro-Iran groups.

— Storyonp. 10

OpenAl says rogue Al agent attack
hit other companies

ChatGPT maker OpenAl has revealed that an autonomous
¢ Al agent which hacked a popular platform for computer
¢ programmers also attempted to breach four other companies
; during the incident.

—Storyonp. 11
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This undated handout photo provided by the Lands and Urban Construction

Services Bureau (DSSCU) yesterday shows
the Praia Grande area.

Khalel Vallo

The Lands and Urban Construc-
tion Bureau (DSSCU) said in a
statement yesterday that voluntary
removals of illegal structures have
more than doubled in the first half
of this year compared with the same
period of last year, as the bureau
continued to streamline demolition
procedures while stepping up inspec-
tions and enforcement.

The bureau opened 433 cases
involving illegal structures during
the first six months of the year, the
statement said, adding that it also
recorded 533 voluntary demolition
cases, more than double the 241
cases registered throughout 2025.

The bureau attributed the
increase to regular inspections,
stronger public awareness
campaigns and improvements to
administrative procedures aimed
at encouraging compliance, the
statement noted, adding that during
the same period, 59 cases resulted in
fines for illegal structures, with total
penalties amounting to around 2.87
million patacas.

Another nine cases remained
unpaid after the deadline and will
be subject to compulsory recovery

procedures, according to the
statement.
The statement noted that

enforcement efforts will continue
to prioritise newly built, renovated
or dilapidated structures, as well as
buildings that have recently been
issued occupancy permits, reminding
residents not to carry out unauthorised
construction works, pointing out that
illegal structures could pose safety
risks and affect the community.

the demolition of an illegal rooftop hut in

Following amendments to the
Urban Construction Legal Regime*,
certain categories of voluntary
demolition no longer require prior
notification to the bureau, the
statement noted, underlining that
the exemption applies to demolition
work lasting no more than five days
involving non-structural internal
additions, facade structures with a
maximum height of less than nine
metres above ground, as well as
ground-level walls, fences or illegal
structures covering no more than 10
square metres.

According to the statement,
residents are required to notify the
bureau in writing after completing
demolition so the bureau can verify
the work and close the case. The
amended legislation also includes
incentives that reduce penalties for
offenders who voluntarily remove
illegal structures, the statement said.

The bureau said that residents
can find information on demolition
procedures and illegal structure
statistics on its website and
encouraged the public to comply
with building regulations to help
create a safer and more comfortable
living environment. B

*The Urban Construction Legal
Regime (Law No. 14/2021 / (#RT
EYEERIEY ) is Macau's pri-
mary statutory framework govern-
ing building construction, licensing,
property maintenance, and illegal
structures. It replaced the outdated
General Regulation of Urban Con-
struction (Decree-Law No. 79/85/M)
to address modern urban develop-
ment, building safety, and adminis-
trative efficiency. — Gemini
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Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.
SHOWERS, HEAVY AT FIRST,

A FEW THUNDERSTORMS.
FORCE 3 TO 4 EAST TO
SOUTHEASTERLY WINDS WITH
GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
WILL RANGE BETWEEN
80% AND 99%. /70
217

24°C~29°C
Source: SMG
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USJ opens urban biodiversity art,

Rui Pastorin

The private Catholic
University of Saint Joseph is
hosting yet another edition of its
nature themed competitions, this
time exploring urban biodiversity.

According to its website, the
competition, “Our Living Cities:
Discovering Urban Biodiversity”,
highlights urban biodiversity,
noting that nature is not separate
from urban life — wildlife and
micro-ecosystems thrive right
alongside us in the city every day.

The statement meanwhile

defined the setting, urban space,
as “human-built and human-domi-
nated environments”, encouraging
participants to “reveal the hidden
biodiversity that surrounds us and

photo contest

celebrate the nature that makes our
urban environments vibrant and
resilient”.

Among the suggested sub-
themes for the contest are “The
lives of urban wildlife in and
around our cities”; “The role of
common species in urban ecosys-
tems”; and “Urban microhabitats
(home gardens, balconies, gardens,
drains, walls, trees, rooftops)”, as
noted in the statement.

The contest is open to submis-
sions until October 15 and features
two categories. The first is for stu-
dents in primary and secondary
school, calling on the submission of
one artwork created through medi-
ums such as drawing and painting.

The second is an open category
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ARTWORK COMPETITION

for photography, for which all
photos must have been taken within
the Greater Bay Area (GBA). Up to
two submissions can be made.

The top prize per category is
1,000 patacas, while 800 patacas
and 500 patacas are up for
grabs for second and third place
respectively. There will also be
five honourable mentions and two
special awards.

Moreover, selected works will
also be exhibited at The Venetian
Macao in Cotai.

The full contest details, alongside
the themes and guidelines, can be
found by visiting https:/www.usj.
edu.mo/en/event/photography-
art-competition-our-living-cities-

discovering-urban-biodiversity/ B
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Banned driver rides motorbike on pavement

Tony Wong

The police discovered that
a local man was driving despite
being under a driving ban after
catching him riding his motorcycle
on the pavement on Monday,
a Public Security Police (PSP)
spokesperson said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

The motorcyclist, aged in his
thirties, told police he works as a
casino pit supervisor.

Driving whilst subject to a
driving ban is a criminal offence,
and the suspect faces a charge of
aggravated disobedience.

On Monday night, traffic
police officers patrolling Rua 1°
de Maio (% #E)Hi4) in the Areia
Preta district spotted a motorcycle
being ridden along the pavement
and immediately pulled it over for
investigation. Under questioning,
the motorcyclist, surnamed Leong,
admitted he had driven on the
pavement “purely for convenience
to buy dinner”.

Police checks revealed that
Leong had been sentenced by the
court to a three-month driving ban
between June 30 and September 29
for a repeat offence of jumping a
red light earlier this year.

Leong has been transferred
to the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP), where he faces an aggravated
disobedience charge.

Under Article 92 of the Road
Traffic Law, anyone who drives
whilst disqualified from driving
commits a criminal offence, specifi-
cally an aggravated disobedience

charge under Article 312 of the
Macau Penal Code.

The police have also fined
Leong for riding on the pavement.

Man picks up camera
left behind on bench

Meanwhile, yesterday’s press
conference also revealed that a man in
his thirties from the Chinese mainland
has been arrested after pocketing a
camera left behind on a street bench
by a female tourist in April.

The suspect, surnamed Wang,
told police he is unemployed.

The female tourist, also from
the mainland, inadvertently left
her camera on a bench near Rua
do Cunha in Taipa Village on April
12. She later realised and returned
to the bench, but the camera
had vanished. She subsequently
reported the incident to the police.

She stated to police that the

camera was worth 3,000 yuan
(3,580 patacas).

Rua do Cunha, a pedestrianised
street lined with restaurants and
shops selling local snacks and
delicacies, is one of Macau’s most
popular tourist attractions.

After reviewing the citywide
CCTV surveillance system, police
confirmed that shortly after the
woman left her camera, Wang
picked it up.

He was arrested last Friday
when re-entering Macau via the
Henggqin joint border checkpoint.

Under questioning, Wang
admitted to taking and keeping the
camera out of a moment of greed,
confessing that he had taken it back
to his home on the mainland for
personal use.

Wang has been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office, facing a
charge of theft-by-finding. B

This undated handout photo provided by the Public Security Police (PSP)
yesterday shows a traffic police officer escorting the suspect to the headquarters

of the PSP Traffic Department.
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Govt finds no issues in 13 ‘Frisolac Prestige’ formula samples

Armindo Neves

The Health Bureau (SSM), in conjunction
with the Pharmaceutical Supervision and
Administration Bureau (ISAF) and the
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM), announced
in a joint statement that 13 infant formula
samples from Dutch brand “Frisolac Prestige”
were found to have no abnormalities.

Monday’s joint statement came after the
three bureaus had announced in another joint
statement on Saturday last week that a batch
of “Frisolac Prestige Stage 1 Infant Formula”,
imported by FrieslandCampina (Hong Kong)
Ltd, was found to have a lead content of 0.2
mg/kg, exceeding the maximum limit of 0.02
mg/kg for lead in infant formula as stipulated
in Macau’s Maximum Limits of Heavy Metal
Contaminants in Food.

The formula in question has a net weight
of 800 grams, batch number 1W07KPJ, and
an expiry date of September, 30 2027.

The Health Bureau also announced in
a separate statement on Saturday that, in
response to the case, it had arranged for
the public Conde de Sdo Januario Hospital
Centre (CHCSJ), the public Macao Union
Hospital in Cotai, and the private Kiang Wu
Hospital to establish a green channel for

paediatric emergency care.

On Tuesday, FrieslandCampina (Hong
Kong) Ltd issued a statement on its official
website stating that it had met with the relevant
Macau authorities on Monday. During the
meeting, the statement said, the company
strongly requested a fresh round of sampling
and testing on products from the same batch,
and insisted on further clarification of the
facts, adding that it expressed reservations
about the Macau authorities’ practice of using
“a single can” as a sample for testing.

The statement also said that the company
submitted testing reports on three samples
to the Macau authorities, conducted by
two ISO-certified independent third-party
laboratories. The lead content in all three
samples was found to comply with both

Macau and Hong Kong standards, the
company’s statement noted.
Meanwhile, according to Monday’s

joint statement, the local authorities had
deployed inspectors to carry out checks at
64 retail outlets, including pharmacies and
supermarkets across Macau. A total of 48 tins
from the affected batch had been recalled by
that time.

The statement also noted that the enquiry

Macau now has 370 breastfeeding
rooms: Health Bureau
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This undated handout photo provided by the Health Bureau (SSM) on Tuesday shows participants who
continuously breastfed their infants for six months receiving certificates of commendation during the
“2026 Breastfeeding Promotion Commendation Ceremony” on Saturday.

Ida Cheong

Macau now has 370 breastfeeding rooms
across public and private organisations, with
the city’s “breastfeeding initiation rate”*
rising above 90 percent, a milestone reflecting
years of concerted community-wide efforts,
according to a statement from the Health
Bureau (SSM) on Tuesday.

The Health Bureau held its “2026 Breast-
feeding Promotion Commendation Cer-
emony”’ on Saturday in celebration of World
Breastfeeding Week, the statement added.

Addressing the ceremony, SSM Deputy
Director Cheang Seng Ip highlighted that
breastfeeding provides a vital foundation
for maternal and infant health, adding
that enabling mothers to comfortably start
and sustain breastfeeding requires a joint
effort across families, healthcare providers,
workplaces, schools, and local communities,
according to the statement.

Over the years, Cheang noted that his bureau
has focused on three core pillars: breastfeeding-
friendly workplaces, breastfeeding-friendly
campuses, and family-supported breastfeeding.
He added that by leveraging health centres,
medical institutions, and community partners,
these entities provide pregnant women
and families with education, guidance, and
continuous care to build a comprehensive

support network, the statement said.

In active alignment with the national
15" Five-Year Plan, the local government
continues to implement its “Healthy Macao
Blueprint”, focusing on resident health and
driving child, maternal, and family-friendly
policies, Cheang pointed out, adding that his
bureau, through its “Healthy Community”
initiative, is collaborating with various sectors
to promote a supportive breastfeeding culture,
aiming to strengthen the city’s maternal
and child health support network, offering
comprehensive health safeguards for women,
children, and families, the statement added.

The ceremony featured two breastfeeding
mothers speaking of their personal experience,
the statement noted, adding that certificates
of commendation were presented to recog-
nise participants and organisations across the
community, including 314 public and private
entities for promoting breastfeeding-friendly
workplaces, 10 schools for supporting breast-
feeding-friendly campuses, and 175 mothers
who continuously breastfed their infants for six
months, one year, or two years and beyond. B

*The breastfeeding initiation rate is a key
public health and epidemiological metric. It
measures the percentage of infants who are
put to the breast or fed breast milk at least
once after birth. — Gemini

hotline for paediatric emergency care had
received a total of 125 telephone enquiries.
Of those, 38 callers had made appointments
at the special paediatric clinic, and five
callers had used the paediatric emergency
fast-track channel. Among all those who
sought medical attention, no cases of lead
poisoning emergencies were identified, the
joint statement said, adding that some of those
who attended had also undergone blood tests
and were being followed up by paediatric
specialists.

According to a front-page report by the
Post on Monday, a lead level of 0.2 mg/kg
in infant formula is extremely concerning
and substantially exceeds global food safety
standards. If an infant formula contains 0.2
mg/kg of lead, it represents a regulatory non-
compliance issue and a health hazard. Chronic
intake of lead at a concentration of 0.2 mg/
kg via primary nutrition (infant formula) can
lead to:

* Neurodevelopmental Impairment: Reduced
1Q, learning difficulties, shortened attention
span, and behavioural changes.

* Impact on Growth & Blood: Interference
with haemoglobin production (anaemia)
and impaired physical growth.
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Undated file photo of a tin of Frisolac Prestige
Stage 1 Infant Formula 800g - Photo courtesy of
foodpanda
* Organ System Stress: Long-term
exposure places undue stress on renal and
cardiovascular health. m

lec Long Factory to host month
of summer fun: Kai Fong

Armindo Neves
The General Union of Neighbourhood
Associations of Macau (UGAMM,

commonly known as Kai Fong) announced
in a statement yesterday that its subsidiary,
the Kai Fong District Development Centre,
will host an almost month-long event at the
Iec Long Firecracker Factory site in Taipa
from August 8 to 31.

According to the statement, the event,
titled “Iec Long Summer Vacation”, will
be co-hosted with the Women’s General
Association of Macau (Fu Luen). Over
70 leisure activities aimed at families and
children have been arranged, covering a
wide range of areas including handicrafts,
musical instruments, and sport.

At weekends, stage performances such
as children’s dance, singing, and fashion
shows will be arranged to make full use of
both the indoor and outdoor recreational
spaces at the former firecracker factory, the
statement said. It added that the event aims
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to create an all-in-one summer experience
for residents and tourists alike by combining
leisure, culture, and tourism, while further
revitalising the community atmosphere and
driving development in the precinct.

The statement also noted that the event
has partnered with ICBC (Macau) and local
online platform Aomi to launch a series of
exclusive consumer offers. The aim is to
encourage both residents and tourists to
explore the local neighbourhood, visit the
venue, and discover distinctive commercial
offerings in the surrounding area to boost
local spending.

Residents who spend 50 patacas or more
in a single transaction at any of over 100
participating outlets around the firecracker
factory area can present their original
receipt at the event site to exchange it for
game tokens. Upon completing designated
challenges, participants can redeem
limited-edition commemorative gifts from
the area, the statement added. m
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This poster provided by the Macau General Union of Neighbourhood Associations (Kai Fong)
yesterday promotes next month’s “lec Long Summer Vacation” activity.
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Learning to embrace onesell:
an exhibition by 3 students

Rui Pastorin

Self-acceptance is not always easy. Doubts and anxiety can make it difficult for individuals to accept
themselves as they are, or even prevent them from recognising their own potential.

Confidence becomes affected, while one might even be led to believe that it would be better to be anyone
else but themselves. Three students, however, hope to show the importance of embracing oneself, tackling
this idea through art.

The students, who are all from Sheng Kung Hui Choi Kou School (Macau), are presenting their artworks
in an exhibition titled “True Me” (JLERZFK) at the Pavilion of Exhibitions and Artistic Shows for Young
People (/04 £ £46F) in Praga do Tap Siac, all following the theme of embracing oneself amidst doubt and
feelings of being lost.

The three exhibitors have each had a deep love for drawing since they were younger, with a statement by
the organisers pointing out that art is a way for them to show how they feel, alongside their true selves.

The joint illustration exhibition is now in its final four days, ending this Sunday. Aside from the drawings,
one will also find works of mixed media, messages and even related diary excerpts accompanied by drawings
by one of the artists.

One might also notice a running theme throughout the venue, which is the use of butterflies. Referring to
the exhibition statement by the organisers, it notes that one can “break through the cocoon and transform like
a butterfly to grow”.

In presenting their works at the exhibition, organisers pointed out that they hoped to achieve not only
a showcase of talent and creativity, but to boost youths’ self confidence. The artists, meanwhile, hope that
exhibitiongoers can find acceptance within themselves and shine through their own merits, all the while
appreciating the artworks on offer and feeling the growth of each artist, the statement said.

Exhibitiongoers may view the works until Sunday, with the gallery being open from 12 noon through
8:00 p.m. from today through Sunday.
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Proposed relaxation of karaoke
bars’ entry aims to promote
family activities: govt

Tony Wong

Attending yesterday’s current
affairs phone-in programme hosted
by Ou Mun Tin Toi — the Chinese-
language radio channel of public
broadcaster TDM — officials from
several public entities elaborated on
the government’s proposal to relax
patron entry restrictions for various
businesses.

Yesterday’s programme focused
on the government’s public
consultation regarding its proposal
to streamline administrative systems
for licensing and issuing permits to
various types of businesses.

The public consultation, which
began early this month, runs until
August 19.

The government proposes to
establish a new legal framework to
replace the existing decree-law on
the matter, which was promulgated
in 1998 when Macau was still under
Portuguese administration.

Under the proposal, regulations
will be eased for certain businesses
that currently require a permit or
licence. Entities such as beauty
salons, gyms, and snooker halls
would only need to obtain a
registration certificate to operate.

However, the government pro-
poses that certain venues will remain
subject to formal licensing proce-
dures, including cinemas, massage
parlours, karaoke bars, amusement
arcades, and internet cafés.

Furthermore, the consultation
document proposes relaxing entry
restrictions for patrons at venues
including karaoke bars and snooker
halls.

Currently, two groups of individ-
uals are barred from entering kara-
oke bars: minors aged under 16, and

students wearing school uniform.

The ongoing  consultation
proposes that students in school
uniform will remain banned from
karaoke bars. However, minors aged
under 16 would be allowed entry
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.,
provided they are accompanied by
a parent or guardian.

Regarding snooker halls, entry
is currently barred for two groups —
minors aged under 16 and students
in school uniform — unless they
are accompanied by a parent or
guardian.

The consultation proposes that
students in school uniform and
children under the age of eight will
remain banned from snooker halls.
Meanwhile, minors aged between
8 and 12 will be allowed entry
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. if
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Youths aged between 12 and 16 will
be permitted to enter between 8:00 a.m.
and 8:00 p.m. without needing an
accompanying adult.

During yesterday’s TDM pro-
gramme, officials noted that current
entry restrictions for karaoke bars
have been in place for nearly 30 years.

The officials highlighted that
karaoke venues are increasingly
viewed as family-orientated
entertainment spaces. The proposed
relaxation aims to strike a balance
between safeguarding minors,
supporting family activities, and
encouraging healthy development
within the sector.

According to the officials,
between 2010 and mid-July this
year, the government recorded 26
violations involving students in
school uniform or minors aged
under 16 entering karaoke bars. B
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UM hosts cancer vaccine lecture
marking 45" anniversary

Khalel Vallo

The public University of
Macau (UM) hosted the 2026 Dr
Stanley Ho Memorial Lecture
last Friday as part of its 45%
anniversary celebrations, featuring
a leading cancer immunology
expert from the University of
Oxford who discussed the potential
of personalised vaccines to
prevent cancer, according to a UM
statement yesterday.

The lecture was jointly organised
by the university’s Faculty of Health
Sciences (FHS), the Dr Stanley Ho
Medical Development Founda-
tion (SHMDF), the Centre for Per-
sonalised Medicine (CPM) and St
Anne’s College of the University of
Oxford, the statement said.

The keynote lecture, titled
“Personalising Vaccines for Cancer
Prevention”, was delivered by
Tim Elliott, Kidani professor of
Immuno-Oncology* and director of
the Centre for Immuno-Oncology
at the University of Oxford, the
statement said, adding that the event
attracted faculty members, students,
researchers, healthcare professionals
and members of the public.

UM Vice Rector Ge Wei thanked
SHMDF for its long-standing
support of the university, highlighting
UM’s recent achievements and
future development plans, the
statement said. Ge said that the
lecture would promote international
academic  exchange, strengthen
research collaboration and
contribute to medical innovation
and the cultivation of healthcare
professionals, the statement noted,
adding that Jan Huen Chung
Yuen, vice-chairman of SHMDEF’s
Board of Trustees, said that the
foundation remains committed to

This handout photo provided by the University of Macau (UM) yesterday shows
Prof. Tom Elliot addressing last Friday’s “Personalising Vaccines for Cancer
Prevention” lecture on the public university’s campus in Hengqin.

advancing healthcare innovation and
international collaboration.

Huen noted that this year’s
memorial lecture was held at UM
for the first time after previously
being hosted at the University of
Oxford, providing a new platform
for academic exchange between
Macau and the international
medical research community, the
statement said.

During the lecture, Elliott
elaborated on how advances in
immunology are creating new
opportunities for personalised
cancer prevention, the statement
said. Drawing on more than three
decades of research into antigen
processing and presentation, he
used coloured chocolate balls and
chocolate beans to demonstrate how
T cells distinguish abnormal cells
from healthy ones, the statement
noted, adding that this immune
mechanism could be applied to
develop personalised vaccines for
individuals with specific cancer
risks or pre-cancerous lesions.

Elliott also discussed recent
progress in identifying tumour-

specific antigens and outlined
strategies for developing vaccine
targets that avoid triggering
harmful autoimmune responses,
the statement noted, underlining
that he examined the potential of
preventive cancer vaccines to stop
cancer at its earliest stages while
addressing the scientific, clinical
and ethical challenges of bringing
personalised cancer prevention
into clinical practice.

According to the statement, the
lecture was moderated by Vinay
Tergaonkar, chair professor in FHS.
The statement said that the event
formed part of its efforts to strengthen
international ~ collaboration  in
biomedical research and promote
knowledge exchange in cancer
immunology and  personalised
medicine as the university celebrates
its 45" anniversary. B

*The Kidani Professorship is an
endowed academic chair in Immuno-
Oncology and Immunotherapy at the
University of Oxford, established
through the Kidani Memorial Trust
honouring cancer researcher Profes-
sor Yoshinori Kidani. - Gemini

AMCM Statement International Monetary Fund (IMF) I

IMF Conducts In-Person Consultation with Macao and Releases
Preliminary Findings on Macroeconomic and Financial Conditions

Article IV Consultation with the Macao SAR

Preliminary Conclusion

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) Mission
conducted its Article IV Consultation with the Macao
Special Administrative Region (MSAR) from July 14
to 23, 2026, concluding its preliminary assessment of
the MSAR’s macroeconomic and financial conditions.

In the Staff Concluding Statement of the 2026 Article
IV Mission, the IMF highlighted that Macao’s economy
has demonstrated resilience despite heightened global
uncertainty. The IMF Mission envisages that Macao’s
economy will expand by 3.3 percent this year, with
the medium-term growth rate stabilising at around
3.0 percent. Meanwhile, the IMF affirmed the MSAR
Government’s fiscal strength and assessed that the
local financial system remains broadly resilient, with
financial services becoming increasingly diversified.

The IMF Mission acknowledged the orderly
progress Macao has achieved in advancing appropriate
economic diversification. It underscored that harnessing
the manufacturing strengths of the Guangdong-Macao
In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, combined
with the MSAR’s close ties with Portuguese-speaking
countries, will open up new opportunities for Macao’s
development. Furthermore, the IMF concurred that the
MSAR Government’s Guidance Fund is poised to play
a catalytic role in supporting the diversification efforts
of local enterprises.

Regarding policy recommendations to achieve
the objectives set out in the Third Five-Year Plan for
Economic and Social Development of the Macao
Special Administrative Region (2026-2030), the IMF
Mission outlined several directions to foster sustainable
economic growth. These include optimising the
business environment, enhancing public administration
efficiency, advancing fiscal management, attracting and
cultivating skilled talent, and leveraging digitalisation
and artificial intelligence to boost productivity and
expedite industrial transformation. The IMF Mission
also recommended that the MSAR Government
further strengthen investment in climate-adaptation
infrastructure to enhance Macao’s climate resilience.

Following the release of the Concluding Statement,
the IMF will publish a detailed Staff Report on the
2026 Article IV Consultation within two months. The
MSAR Government expressed its sincere gratitude to
the IMF Mission for its visit and thorough assessment,
reaffirming its commitment to consolidating Macao’s
sound fiscal and financial foundation to pursue
appropriate economic diversification and high-quality
development.

End Item

N.B. Minor edits to AMCM's statement by
The Macau Post Daily
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China reshapes global Al
landscape with trillion-
parameter open-weight models

BEIJING — China is making
significant strides in reshaping
the global AI landscape, as a
new generation of frontier open-
weight models is poised to
bridge the global “intelligence
gap” by providing advanced
and affordable computing tools
for less developed nations and
grassroots innovators.

Moonshot Al a Beijing-based
startup, on Monday unveiled the
full suite of its flagship Kimi
K3 system, including the model
weights, technical report, and the
key infrastructure that powered its
training.

The landmark model features
2.8 trillion parameters, built on
a  Mixture-of-Experts  (MoE)
framework, and is equipped with
native image comprehension
capabilities and an unprecedented
1-million-token context
window to process lengthy texts
seamlessly.

It does not rely on parameter
expansion alone. Through a self-
developed computing architecture
and training optimization, the
team  increased  computing
efficiency by 250 percent despite
constrained hardware resources,
generating far more intelligent
output per unit of computational
power, according to a statement
on the company’s official WeChat
account.

From now on, developers
across the globe are permitted to
freely download, run and adapt
the model locally for internal
research or end-user product
creation, the statement said.

Classified as the world’s
largest open-weight Al model
to date, Kimi K3 ranks third in
overall intelligence on benchmark
tests conducted by the independent
evaluator  Artificial ~Analysis,
trailing  behind  Anthropic’s
Claude Fable 5 and OpenAl’s
GPT-5.6 Sol, two leading closed-
source models. Its application
programming interface pricing

is just one-third of Claude Fable
5’s, while delivering comparable
coding performance.

Hot on Moonshot AI’s heels,
Alibaba’s Qwen team unveiled
a preview edition of its next-
generation large language model,
Qwen3.8, and announced that it
will soon fully launch and open-
weight the 2.4-trillion-parameter

system.

The development of Chinese
large  models has directly
challenged the “closed” path

championed by Western industry
leaders. The latter’s traditional
approach  keeps  cutting-edge
technology proprietary, creating
an oligopoly in which a few
companies and nations monopolize
Al’s benefits and risks, widening
the global governance gap.

The proliferation of China’s
open-weight Al ecosystems has
yielded tangible results worldwide.
Data from Hugging Face, a
New York-based open-source
Al platform, showed that in the
past year Chinese models quickly
accounted for the plurality, or 41
percent of downloads.

Cumulative worldwide
downloads of Chinese open-
weight large language models
have surpassed 10 billion, while
domestic  platforms such as
AtomGit have attracted over 11
million registered users, according
to the People’s Daily on July 24.

Hugging Face data also
showed that Alibaba’s models,
including its Qwen family, had
the most user-generated variants,
more than models from Google
and Meta combined this March,
according to an MIT Technology
Review report.

Countries across Southeast
Asia and beyond are embracing
Chinese open-weight systems.
Singapore’s government-backed
Al Singapore program chose
Qwen to build its latest regional
model. In 2025, Malaysia
announced that its sovereign

Al ecosystem would run on
DeepSeek, another prominent
Chinese large model.

China’s push for open-source
Al aligns with its broader vision
for global AI governance. At
the recently concluded World
Artificial Intelligence Conference
(WAIC) 2026, China proposed
building a fair and reasonable
global Al governance system.

A statement issued at the
conference  enshrined  “open
source” as a vital pathway to
inclusive Al development,
calling for responsible -efforts
to build an open ecosystem and
foster an inclusive international

community.
To support this vision, China
announced several initiatives

over the next five years, including
providing 5,000 AI training
slots for developing countries,
establishing  international Al
application cooperation centers
with the Association of Southeast
Asian  Nations, the League
of Arab States, the African
Union, the Community of Latin
American and Caribbean States,
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and BRICS, as well
as promoting the deployment of
its “Mazu” intelligent weather
warning system in 30 countries.
This  collaborative  spirit
was formalized as 29 nations
signed an agreement in Shanghai
to establish the World Al
Cooperation Organization, aimed
at supporting Global South
nations in keeping pace with the
technological revolution and
bridging the intelligence divide.
“The vitality of technology lies
in openness and flow,” said Liu
Tieyan, president of Zhongguancun
Academy. “A number of Chinese
open-weight large language models
have evolved from isolated debuts to
collective breakthroughs, offering
new solutions and pathways for the
global development of AL
— Xinhua

China unveils postal industry plan
for 2026-2030 period

BEIJING — China has released
its 15" Five-Year Plan for the
postal industry, outlining 10
major tasks including improving
services and accelerating the
development of a modern delivery
and logistics network.

Jointly issued by the State
Post Bureau and several other
government agencies, the
blueprint also sets specific
quantitative targets for 2030.

In 2030, the postal industry’s
total business revenue is expected
to reach 2.4 trillion yuan, with
overall delivery volume hitting
290 billion pieces. Express
delivery alone is projected to

generate 2 trillion yuan from 270
billion parcels.

The targets reflect a strong
push to bridge urban-rural gaps,
with mail delivery reaching 90
percent of administrative villages
at least five times a week by 2030.

In  terms of  service
performance, the plan calls for a
72-hour on-time delivery rate of
88 percent in key regions.

In line with  broader
environmental goals, the plan
expects that 80 percent of packaging
used by express delivery companies
shall meet green standards by 2030.

Over the next five years, the
country will intensify efforts to curb

involution-style competition in the
postal sector, foster innovation,
and upgrade services to improve
quality, diversify offerings, and
enhance public convenience,
according to the plan.

The plan also outlines a long-
term vision for 2035, aiming
for the emergence of more
world-class logistics companies
with global reach and strong
international competitiveness.
The industry is expected to see
substantial improvements in both
scale and quality and its role in
supporting economic and social
development will become even
more prominent. — Xinhua
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Shanghai-gifted red pandas
win hearts in Taipei despite DPP
curbs on cross-Strait exchanges

-
7

DM 2 A N

Wl

A it

Male red panda Le Le, gifted by Shanghai Zoo, explores his new enclosure at Taipei Zoo,

Taiwan, yesterday.

TAIPEI — Two red pandas gifted
by Shanghai Zoo made their public
debut at Taipei Zoo this week, drawing
enthusiastic crowds even though the
island’s authorities rejected a Shanghai
delegation’s applications to attend the
welcoming ceremony.

The three-year-old male, Le Le,
was the first of the pair to meet the
public yesterday, while the two-year-
old female, Tian Tian, is scheduled to
make her debut today.

The pair arrived in Taipei on
June 6 under an exchange program
launched through the Shanghai-
Taipei City Forum. After completing
more than a month of quarantine and
acclimatization, both animals are in
good health and are settling in to their
new home, zoo officials said.

At a welcoming ceremony, Taipei
Zoo introduced the red pandas’
Chinese names, saying they reflected
the public’s wish that the animals
would bring “tian” (sweetness) and
“le” (joy) to visitors.

Le Le quickly charmed onlookers
with his reddish-brown coat, round
face and bushy, ringed tail. At ease
in his outdoor enclosure, he climbed
elevated platforms, wandered through
the vegetation and eagerly explored a
bamboo enrichment toy prepared by
his keepers.

Zoo officials described Le Le
as lively and outgoing, saying he
adapted quickly during quarantine
and displayed a healthy appetite from
the outset. Tian Tian, by contrast, was
more cautious as she explored her
new surroundings but has remained
active and in good condition.

To welcome the newcomers, Taipei
Zoo upgraded the red panda enclosure
to better replicate the animals’ natural
habitat, adding interconnected climbing
structures, rope ladders, shaded shelters
and additional hiding spaces. Viewing
areas were also redesigned with floor-to-
ceiling glass panels and lower sightlines
to improve visibility for children.

“We upgraded the enclosure to
provide them with a richer environment
for climbing and hiding, while also
improving the viewing experience for
visitors,” said Chen Hui-lun, head of
the zoo’s temperate animal area.

Among yesterday’s visitors was a
man surnamed He, who, after learning
about Le Le’s debut upon entering the
700, brought his granddaughter to see
the panda.

“I saw giant pandas Tuan Tuan
and Yuan Yuan when they first

- Xinhua

arrived in Taipei, and I’ve also seen
red pandas up close in Sichuan,” He
said. “Their adorable appearance has
always left a deep impression on me.”

Interest in the pair has continued
to grow online since their arrival.
During a brief'trial appearance several
days earlier, local enthusiasts flocked
to the zoo, and social media users
shared videos of their first encounters
with the animals. Some commenters
from Shanghai posted messages
wishing them well in Taipei.

Red pandas are listed as
endangered on the International
Union for Conservation of Nature’s
Red List of Threatened Species.

The exchange stems from
a memorandum on red panda
conservation and species exchange
signed by Shanghai Zoo and Taipei Zoo
during the 2024 Shanghai-Taipei City
Forum. Taipei Zoo specialists visited
Shanghai twice in 2025 to prepare for
the transfer, and staff from both zoos
have remained in close contact over the
past month to help the animals settle
into their new environment.

Chen said the zoo had also
adapted the red pandas’ diet to local
conditions while retaining some
familiar foods from Shanghai, such
as boiled eggs.

Shanghai Zoo and Taipei Zoo have
conducted more than 10 exchange
visits since 2010, cooperating
in animal husbandry, veterinary
medicine and scientific research.

Speaking at the welcoming
ceremony, Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-
an noted that the latest cooperation
extends beyond animal exchanges
to include professional training,
scientific research, and conservation
education, reflecting both cities’
shared commitment to protecting
endangered species.

However, a Shanghai delegation
scheduled to attend yesterday’s event
was unable to make the trip after the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
authorities rejected its members’
entry applications, the latest of their
restrictive measures on cross-Strait
exchanges.

Zoo officials said the newly
arrived red pandas are expected to
be paired with the zoo’s resident
red pandas during the next breeding
season to help improve the genetic
diversity of the captive population.

“We hope they will find their
‘perfect match’ in Taiwan,” Chen said
with a smile. — Xinhua




THURSDAY July 30, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

NATION

The Macau Post Daily

China says gravely concerned over use of Al to distort
Japan’s history of aggression by right-wing forces

BEIJING — China is gravely concerned
overthe large-scale use of artificial intelligence
(AI) reportedly by Japan’s right-wing forces
to distort the history of aggression against
China, a foreign ministry spokesperson said
in Beijing yesterday.

Spokesperson Mao Ning made the
remarks at a daily press briefing, adding
the relevant attempts constitute a blatant

provocation to the international fairness and
justice and the postwar international order,
and the international community must stay on
high alert and firmly reject this.

Mao noted after WWII, instead of doing
serious soul-searching on its history of
aggression against China, Japan’s right-wing
forces have resorted to every means to distort the
facts and whitewash Japan’s historical crimes.

China’s high-tech transformation fuels
global investors’ bullish outlook

Analysis

BEIJING — China’s technology-driven
industrial transformation is drawing increasing
attention from international investors as the
global Al boom fuels demand for computing
hardware.

Investor enthusiasm for China’s high-tech
sector was on display on Monday, when shares
of memory chipmaker ChangXin Memory
Technologies (CXMT) surged 465.82 percent
on their Shanghai STAR Market debut,
closing at 49 yuan per share and giving the
company a market capitalization of more than
3.2 trillion yuan, making it the most valuable
listed company on the A-share market.

Interest in the company has extended far
beyond the domestic market, as US-based
Tema ETFs added CXMT to its Tema Memory
ETF as a top holding with a 10.56-percent
portfolio weight.

Broader overseas interest in China’s chip
sector was evident in the VanEck China
Semiconductor ETF, launched last month to
provide direct exposure to 25 of the largest
and most liquid Chinese companies across the
semiconductor value chain, with the fund’s
total net assets reaching US$154.68 million
as of Tuesday.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
earlier this month raised its 2026 growth
forecast for China’s economy to 4.6 percent
from 4.4 percent in April. This reflects
stronger-than-expected first-quarter growth
despite the drag from higher global oil prices
and weaker demand from trading partners.

The IMF’s forecast upgrade is more than
a response to short-term data. It represents a
broader reassessment of China’s industrial
upgrading and the structural resilience of
its foreign trade, said Yu Song, chief China
economist at UBS Securities.

Over the longer term, Song said, China’s
complete industrial chain is positioned
to meet global demand for computing
hardware amid the global Al boom, while
new quality productive forces are emerging
as a sustainable pillar of growth, prompting
international markets to reassess the country’s
growth potential and resilience.

In the first half of the year, the value-
added output of China’s major high-tech
manufacturers rose 13.3 percent year on year,
outpacing the 5.4-percent growth in the value-
added output of all major industrial firms,
according to data from the National Bureau
of Statistics.

New growth drivers represented by
high-tech manufacturing and digital product
manufacturing contributed 47.9 percent to the
growth in the value-added output of major
industrial firms during the period, the data
showed.

Standard Chartered said in a recent report
that an Al-driven technology cycle was
supporting both industrial production and
exports, citing customs data that exports of
electronic components and computer parts

together contributed 6.9 percentage points to
China’s export growth in the first half of the
year.

These structural changes are reshaping
how global financial institutions assess
Chinese assets.

James Wang, head of China strategy at
UBS Investment Bank Research, wrote in a
recent note following meetings with European
investors that Al remained a key topic in
discussions about Chinese equities.

Wang noted that European investors
remained confident in China’s Al technology
sector, and their interest in Chinese
biotechnology is stronger than expected,
possibly reflecting a search for less-explored
areas of Chinese innovation and a desire to

diversify beyond Al
The reassessment, however, remains
selective, with investor interest so far

concentrated mainly in sectors where China’s
structural transformation is most visible.

“The most underappreciated aspect of
China’s economy is the increasing divergence
between cyclical weakness and structural
strength,” said Jacky Tang, chief investment
officer for emerging markets at Deutsche
Bank Private Bank.

Tang said the valuations of Chinese
equities remained relevant, but the more
important  development was  growing
investor recognition that earnings growth
was increasingly concentrated in sectors
benefiting from Al investment, manufacturing
upgrading and export competitiveness.

The scope of that reassessment will
depend partly on whether growth momentum
in emerging industries extends to the wider
economy.

Feng Zhu, China chief economist and
head of Greater China economic research at
J.P. Morgan, said China’s shift toward higher-
end manufacturing was progressing well and
would provide an important source of future
growth, though emerging industries remained
relatively small.

Zhu added that stronger confidence among
micro, small and medium-sized enterprises,
including private enterprises, would help
support employment and incomes, thereby
contributing to consumption and the broader
economic transition.

China is seeking to reinforce new growth
drivers and further tap domestic demand
through targeted policy measures.

The country has rolled out a plan for
expanding consumption during the 15
Five-Year Plan period (2026-2030), calling
for efforts to expand services consumption,
upgrade goods consumption and enhance
residents’ consumption capacity.

Taken together, the rapid growth of
China’s innovation-driven industries is
prompting international investors to reassess
the country’s growth prospects, as China
works to turn sectoral strength into broader
economic momentum. — Xinhua

Today, the right-wing forces even use the
new technology to poison the public opinion
for accelerating their remilitarization agenda.
Such moves are even more egregious and
pose even greater risks, said Mao.

Noting this year marks the 80th
anniversary of the opening of the Tokyo
Trials, Mao said the truth of history shall not
be denied, and the verdict of history shall

not be challenged. There are solid evidence
of Japan’s crimes on its war of aggression
against China. A growing body of new
evidence has further brought to light the
crimes of the Japanese militarism.

China will stand with all peace-loving
people around the world to defend historical
truth and justice, Mao added.

— Xinhua

A content creator from Myanmar tries an exoskeleton robot at a robotics zone in Shenzhen,
Guangdong Province, yesterday. Over 20 journalists and social media influencers from ASEAN
countries visited Shenzhen yesterday. This year marks the fifth anniversary of the establishment of

the China-ASEAN Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

BEIJING — China will bolster the
open sharing and integrated use of data in
the sci-tech finance sector to better fuel
high-level technological self-reliance and
channel more efficient financial support to
innovative enterprises, according to a joint
notice issued yesterday by nine government
departments, including the People’s Bank of
China (PBOC).

The notice unveils the first version of
a national catalog for sci-tech finance data
development and utilization, covering
26 data indicators across eight major
categories, such as enterprise rosters,
innovation capability assessments, and
enterprise needs. It encourages localities to
craft region-specific data utilization lists and
build supporting information infrastructure.

Authorized institutions are permitted to
use public sci-tech data in a standardized
manner, and local governments are urged
to provide enterprises with authorized

- Xinhua

China moves to unlock sci-tech
finance data to spur

access channels, promote information
query services, and support joint modeling
initiatives.

Pilot programs for trusted data spaces
in sci-tech finance will be rolled out in
eligible regions, where corporate cash-flow
data will be better exploited and industry
research information platforms established.
Market-oriented credit reporting agencies
are encouraged to develop specialized
databases for tech-based firms and diversify
their credit product offerings.

Financial institutions will be guided to use
these databases to build digital credit profiles
for tech companies, develop tailored risk-
control and investment models, and design
financing products that suit the specific needs
of niche industries. They are also encouraged
to team up with relevant authorities to analyze
capital flows along industrial chains, map
out key industry chains, and precisely match
financial resources. — Xinhua

WENCHANG, Hainan — As the Long
March-7A carrier rocket successfully sent the
Tianlian III-01 satellite into its preset orbit
yesterday, China’s Wenchang Spacecraft
Launch Site accomplished its 50" launch
mission since beginning operations in 2016.

It demonstrates that China’s new-
generation high-thrust carrier rockets are
able to deliver stable and high-density
launches on a routine basis.

Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site, on
the coast of the southern island province of
Hainan, is the first modern, environmentally
friendly space launch site independently
designed and constructed by China.

With three multi-azimuth, all-weather,

heavy-lift launch complexes, the launch site

Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site
logs its 50" launch mission

features low-latitude location, broad launch
azimuth range, high launch efficiency, few
transportation constraints, and high-safety
rocket-fall zones.

Over the years, the launch site has seen its
technicians overcome key technical challenges
posed by Hainan’s harsh natural conditions,
including high temperatures, high humidity,
heavy salt spray and frequent typhoons.

Under scheduled plans, the Wenchang
Spacecraft Launch Site will conduct the
Chang’e-7 lunar exploration mission this
year. In the future, it will also undertake major
missions such as China’s manned lunar-landing
programs and the maiden flight of heavy-lift
launch vehicles, providing strong support for
the country’s space programs. — Xinhua
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Search for survivors after powerful Japan quake kills 13

Hiroshi Hiyama and Caroline Gardin
KUMAMOTO, Japan -
Rescuers  battled through the
tangled wreckage of a Japanese
shopping mall yesterday searching
for any trapped survivors after a big
earthquake killed at least 13 people.
A massive explosion ripped
through the mall around 50 minutes
after the 7.1-magnitude tremor
on Tuesday in the southwestern
Kumamoto region, where in 2016
twin quakes killed nearly 300 people.
The tremor on the island of
Kyushu caused widespread damage,
flattening homes, triggering fires
and leaving left tens of thousands of
residents without power and water.
Akio Yoshida, the president
of mall operator Aeon, said three
people died at the facility in the town
of Kashima, with one more fatality
feared and three others missing.
“The cause is still being
investigated, but it’s likely that gas
caused it,” fellow Aeon executive Keiji
Ohno told a news conference where he
and others bowed in apology.

Five  people were also
confirmed killed and four others
were unaccounted for at the
Nippon Paper Industries factory in
Yatsushiro city, where part of a red-
and-white smokestack collapsed, a
government official told AFP.

“Extensive damage has been
confirmed, including casualties,
collapsed buildings, fires and damage to
roads,” Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
said in Tokyo as she announced 13
fatalities, describing a “race against
time” to help those affected.

Government spokesman Minoru
Kihara said that as of early yesterday
more than 9,000 people had sought
refuge in 506 shelters in three regions
of Kyushu island.

Around 130 police, 450 firefighters
and 170 military personnel were
involved in the rescue operation at the
Aeon Mall Kumamoto, he said.

Some stunned locals said the
quake was the biggest they had felt
in their lifetimes, measuring at the
top of Japan’s seven-level shindo
scale of shakiness.

“It was the strongest quake I ever
experienced,” Kanzo Matsumoto,
73, the operator of a luxury onsen hot
spring inn in Yatsushiro, told AFP.

“I’'m not sure if (the region) will
be able to recover from the damage.”

‘Then an explosion’

Tokito Kitagawa, 21, pulled over
at a convenience store when the
quake struck as he was travelling in
Kumamoto on his motorcycle.

“There was a sudden big noise,”
Kitagawa told AFP. “I couldn’t stay
standing. I had to crouch down.
Then all the cup noodles fell all over
me on the floor.”

One user on X who said that they
worked inside the mall recounted
the moments after the quake hit.

The user with the handle Palan
said staff had guided customers
outside and then some employees
went back to get their belongings.

“Since there didn’t seem to be any
smoke inside the premises from what
we could see, we felt reassured,” they

said. “Then an explosion occurred.”

This picture taken on Tuesday and
released by North Korea’s official
Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA) via KNS yesterday

shows North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un welcomed by Korean
War veterans and individuals
recognised for wartime
meritorious service as he attends
celebrations marking the 73
anniversary of the Korean War
armistice in Pyongyang. - AFP

Indonesians file complaint against Netanyahu
for Gaza flotilla arrest ‘abuses’

JAKARTA — Nine Indonesians
among global activists detained
while trying to take aid to Gaza in
May filed a complaint against Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
yesterday alleging crimes against
humanity, their lawyer told AFP.

The men were part of the Global
Sumud Flotilla intercepted by Israel
and detained along with more than
400 other activists, some for days.

The group asked Indonesia’s At-
torney General yesterday to investi-
gate Israel for offences including piracy
at sea and crimes against humanity,

“We are asking the Attorney
General of the Republic of Indonesia
to conduct an investigation into
crimes allegedly committed by
Zionist Israel,” he told AFP.

Indonesia’s criminal code gives
the country’s courts “universal
jurisdiction” over cases that
involve crimes committed beyond
the country’s borders, he said.

The complaint mentioned
Netanyahu by name as Israel’s
commander-in-chief, Kafin said.

It includes testimony from the
volunteers about abuses they claim to

by Israeli authorities, he said.

A spokesman for the Attorney
General’s office did not reply to an
AFP request for comment.

Israel’s treatment of the flotilla
activists sparked an international
outcry after an Israeli minister
posted a video of the volunteers,
who were made to kneel with their
hands tied behind their backs.

Countries including France,
Italy and Australia have opened
judicial investigations.

Israel controls all entry points into
Gaza, under blockade since 2007.

lawyer Kafin Muhammad said. have suffered during their detention —AFP
Researchers in Australia develop Al tool
to predict bowel cancer relapse risk
MELBOURNE - Researchers validated the findings across 1,220 may need closer monitoring

have developed an artificial
intelligence (Al) tool that could help
identify patients at greater risk of
recurrent bowel cancer, potentially
enabling earlier life-saving treatment.
The Al algorithm, called SEMIL
(Semantically-Enhanced Multiple
Instance Learning), analyzes routine
pathology slides using both images
and written descriptions to assess
tumor growth patterns associated
with cancer recurrence, according
to a statement released yesterday by
Australia’s La Trobe University.
Researchers analyzed more
than 1,600 pathology slides and

stage-two bowel cancer patients
in three independent cohorts from
multiple Australian institutions.
Bowel cancer is the third most
common cancer worldwide.

The study, published in the
journal Gastroenterology, found
that when Al-based assessments
and  pathologists’  evaluations
aligned, they produced the most
accurate predictions of relapse risk.

Lead author Francis Magisson
from La Trobe University said the
technology could help identify
which stage-two cancer patients
are at higher risk of relapse and

or additional treatment such as
chemotherapy. Current Australian
clinical guidelines recommend
chemotherapy after surgery only
for patients considered at high risk
of recurrence.

The research highlighted the
growing role of Al in supporting
precision medicine, the researchers
said, adding the tool could be
“integrated into existing digital
pathology =~ workflows  without
requiring expensive new tests or
tissue samples to provide more
consistent and objective assessments
of cancer pathology.” — Xinhua

Footage from inside the mall
showed rescue workers in orange
overalls and white helmets picking
their way through a mass of twisted
steel, dangling cables and chunks of
ceiling.

Initial reports had said that
as many as 20 to 30 people were
trapped inside.

Some 31,200 households
and facilities still had no power
yesterday morning, while 84,000
homes were suffering water
disruptions, officials said.

TV footage showed people
queueing for petrol and drinking water.

Trains suspended

The powerful tremor, which struck
at 4:27 p.m. (local time) on Tuesday,
knocked over a cargo train, flattened a
traditional “torii”” gateway and cracked
roads, making many impassable.

High-speed  shinkansen trains
mostly remained suspended yesterday.

Footage also showed parts of a
wall at the centuries-old Kumamoto
Castle collapsing.

The US Geological Survey
measured the quake at 6.8, lower
than Japan’s reading of 7.1.

Japan is one of the world’s most
seismically active countries, sitting
on top of four major tectonic plates
along the western edge of the Pacific
“Ring of Fire”.

Kumamoto was hit by two
devastating earthquakes in 2016,
which killed 273 people and injured
more than 2,800.

The archipelago, home to
around 125 million people, typically
experiences hundreds of jolts every
year and accounts for about 18
percent of the world’s earthquakes.

The vast majority are mild,
although the damage they cause
varies according to their location
and the depth below the Earth’s
surface at which they strike.

Japan is haunted by the memory
of a massive 9.0-magnitude undersea
quake in 2011, which triggered a
tsunami that killed or left missing
around 18,500 people and wrecked
the Fukushima nuclear plant. —AFP

Malaysia says Myanmar to take back
5,000 Rohingya refugees

KUALA LUMPUR — Myanmar
has agreed to take back 5,000
Rohingya from Malaysia, Kuala
Lumpur said yesterday, in a rare
repatriation push announced days
after Malaysian authorities had
detained dozens of refugees.

Malaysia hosts more than
215,000 refugees and asylum seekers
registered with the UN refugee
agency, including more than 126,000
members of Myanmar’s persecuted
Rohingya minority, making them the
country’s largest refugee community.

“People ask why we do not simply
send them back. Send them where?
Myanmar had refused to accept them
before,” Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
said during a visit to a town east of the
capital, according to local media.

“Now, because of our good relations
with Myanmar, they have agreed to
take back 5,000 from Malaysia,” media
outlets including the daily New Straits
Times quoted Anwar as saying.

His remarks come days after
Malaysian  authorities  detained
more than 100 Rohingya refugees
outside a UN refugee agency facility
in Kuala Lumpur.

A Rohingya rights group in
Malaysia said the group sought
shelter after they were threatened
with eviction from an informal
settlement in northern Penang state.

Officials later  confirmed
that the detainees had valid
documentation issued by the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees,
Bernama news agency said.

A senior police official said
yesterday that the group had
been released and sent to various
locations around Malaysia, after
undergoing final verification.

Despite sheltering one of Southeast
Asia’s biggest refugee populations,
Malaysia is not a signatory to the 1951
Refugee Convention and does not
formally recognise refugee status.

AFP fact-checkers have found
that Rohingya refugees in Malaysia
have been targeted by online
disinformation = campaigns  that
rights advocates say are fuelling
xenophobia and intimidation.

Many of the Rohingya, a mostly
Muslim group, escaped Myanmar
during a brutal military crackdown
in 2017.

The campaign, which saw
Rohingya villages burned and
civilians killed, is the subject of a
genocide case at the United Nations’
top court in The Hague.

Myanmar’s leaders have previ-
ously insisted the Rohingya are ethnic
descendants of immigrants from Ban-
gladesh, and that their 2017 crackdown
targeted a militant uprising. —AFP

Anne Desert, mother of Tiphaine Veron, who disappeared in Nikko, Japan in 2018,
touches the statue made by Japanese sculptor Mana Yokoi in Tiphaine’s honour during
a ceremony in Nikko yesterday, marking a tribute to the missing French woman. - AFP
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Bangladesh ex-premier Hasina vows
to return despite fearing for life

Arunabh Saikia

NEW DELHI — Bangladesh’s
fugitive ex-premier Sheikh Hasina
told AFP she was determined to
return to her country by December
despite fearing for her life.

“I may be killed. I may be
arrested. I may be sent to prison,”
Hasina, 78, said in an emailed
response to questions by AFP.

“l am fully aware of my fate.
Still, I want to go back because my
people are calling me.”

Toppled in August 2024 by a
student-led uprising that ended her
15-year, iron-fisted rule, Hasina fled
by helicopter to India as crowds
stormed her palace.

The United Nations says up to
1,400 people werekilled in crackdowns
as she tried to cling to power.

In November, Hasina was found
guilty by a Dhaka court of crimes
against humanity and sentenced to
be hanged — a verdict she described
as “political vengeance dressed up
as law”.

The former prime minister, who
has been living in a secret location
in India, insisted there was no
pressure for her to return.

Relations between India and
Bangladesh, strained under the
interim administration that took
power after Hasina’s fall, have
stabilised since Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman took
office in February.

Dhaka has formally requested
Hasina’s extradition — a request New
Delhi has said is “under examination”.

Hasina said the issue had “no
connection” with her decision to return.

“I can say that I am staying in
India with due respect and dignity,”
she said.

“Indian authorities have not
discussed extradition with me. I
myself have decided to return to my
country.”

No apology

The Bangladeshi government
has said it will ensure Hasina
receives due legal process in all
cases against her should she return.

Rights groups have long accused
Hasina’s former administration
of abuses including the murder of
rivals, suppression of opposition

parties, rigged courts and one-sided
elections.

But Hasina defended her record,
saying many of the allegations were
“politically constructed campaigns”.

“Every time allegations were
made, investigations were opened
and those involved in crimes were
brought to justice.”

Human Rights Watch said
on Tuesday that Bangladeshi
authorities were failing to uphold
international legal standards.

“Those responsible for the many
abuses committed under the Sheikh
Hasina government should be
appropriately held to account, but
many prosecutions are falling short
of international fair trial standards,”
said its deputy Asia director
Meenakshi Ganguly.

Hasina dismissed allegations
that she sanctioned excessive force
during the student protests that led
to her ouster.

“My government showed the
highest level of patience and tried to
guide the student movement towards
a peaceful solution,” she said.

She characterised the uprising
as more than “merely an ordinary
student protest”.

“It had become a planned operation
driven by hidden instructions,
organised violence, propaganda and
the objective of overthrowing the
government,” she said.

She refused to comment about
the nationwide youth-led protests
in India that forced the education
minister to resign last week.

Asked if she planned to resume
political activity upon her return
— with her Awami League party
effectively banned in Bangladesh —
Hasina did not offer a direct answer.

“Power is not my destination.
Service to the people is.”

Hasina said she had “sympathy
for every family that lost a loved
one” but stopped short of offering
an apology.

She also sidestepped questions
about whether she regretted any of
her decisions during the uprising.

“Decisions of state are not made
by one person alone, and they cannot
be judged honestly by isolating one
moment from the whole crisis,” she
said. —AFP
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Transgender community members shout slogans during a protest against inflation

and rising fuel prices in Karachi, Pakistan yesterday.

- AFP
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Nepal’s tiger numbers climb 20
percent to estlmated 429: survey

KATHMANDU — Nepal’s tiger
population has risen by roughly
20 percent in the past four years
to an estimated 429, officials
said yesterday, a conservation
milestone despite challenges from
human-wildlife conflict.

The latest nationwide survey
found tiger numbers had increased
from 355 in 2022, reinforcing the
Himalayan nation’s reputation as a
success story in big-cat conservation.

“The data analysis shows that
the tiger population has increased
by five percent each year, and we
are happy to see this increasing
trend,” Bed Kumar Dhakal,
spokesman for Nepal’s Department
of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation, told AFP.

The survey was conducted
between December and July, and
was announced to coincide with
International Tiger Day. It covered
more than 7,300 square kilometres
of Nepal’s southern plains that are
home to the predators.

Wildlife officials deployed
more than 3,600 motion-sensitive
cameras across five protected areas,
with experts analysing thousands of
images to identify individual tigers
by their distinctive stripe patterns.

“Thereasonbehind the increasing
number of tigers is because we could

keep their habitat secure,” said
conservation department ecologist
Hari Bhadra Acharya.

Deforestation, habitat loss and
poaching have been major challenges
for tiger populations across Asia, and
Nepal has won international praise
for reversing the decline.

In 2010, Nepal joined 12 other
countries in pledging to double
tiger numbers by 2022.

It became the first nation to
meet that goal, boosting its tiger
population to 355 in 2022 from
about 121 in 2009.

Tiger attacks
However, the conservation
success has  also  brought

unintended risks for communities
living near tiger habitats.
Government data shows at
least 38 people were killed in tiger
attacks between 2019 and 2023.
“The local communities played
a crucial role in increasing the tiger
numbers, but the government and
organisations are not taking action
when the tigers are attacking the
same communities,” said Nischal
Neupane, an advocate for tiger
victims in Bardiya district.
The district is home to 112
tigers, up from only 18 in 2009.
WWF Nepal country represen-

A tlger is plctured at the Central Zoo

in Lalitpur, Nepal, yesterday. First

established in 2010, the World Tiger

Day is celebrated annually on July 29 to

raise awareness of tiger conservation.
- Xinhua

tative Ghana Shyam Gurung said
conservation gains must be matched
by efforts to ensure “people and
wildlife can thrive together”.

“By investing in effective co-
existence programmes, Nepal can
continue to offer a powerful model
for other tiger range countries.”

More than 100,000 tigers
roamed the wild at the start of the
20th century, but global numbers
plunged to an estimated 3,200
in 2010 before recovering in
parts of Asia through intensified
conservation efforts. —AFP

More picture on page 16

India’s lawmakers endorse stricter exam leak
penalties after protests

NEW Delhi — India’s lower
house of parliament approved a
bill yesterday that would toughen
penalties for leaking exam papers,
after youth-led protests calling
for sweeping reforms forced the
education minister to resign.

The legislation would double
the maximum jail term for those
involved in leaking exam papers
to 10 years and raise the maximum
fine to more than US$1 million.

Lawmakers approved the bill
by a voice vote after a raucous,
hours-long debate, according to
India’s public broadcaster.

The legislation will next be put
to a vote in the upper house, where
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
ruling alliance holds a majority.

The vote follows weeks of mass
protests over leaked exam papers
and other irregularities, which
culminated in the resignation of
education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Saturday.

The protests, spearheaded by
the online Cockroach Janta Party
movement, drew massive support
from students across the country
and presented a major challenge to
Modi’s government.

Rahul Gandhi of the main
opposition Congress party said
he could relate to the frustration
among India’s youth over the state
of the education system.

“This was not anger... this was
not hatred, this was deep expression
of the youth of this country, of the

future generation of this country,
and I feel that all political parties
must respect this expression,” he
said in a speech in the house.

Senior minister Jitendra Singh
on Tuesday told parliament that
the amendments, which the cabinet
greenlighted last week, reflect a
“deep commitment to safeguard
the welfare of the students and the
youth of this country”.

Following the vote, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh hailed “a
significant step forward towards
further strengthening the integrity
of India’s examination system”.

“The Bill provides for stricter
punishments, Special Fast Track
Courts, time-bound investigations,
Special Public Prosecutors and an
expedited appellate mechanism to
ensure that those involved in paper
leaks and organised examination
fraud are swiftly brought to
justice,” Singh said on X.

Despite rapid economic growth
in the world’s most populous
country, millions of young people
face a shortage of well-paid jobs
and fierce competition for careers.

The intense pressure to succeed
has fuelled a vast network of
coaching centres and created
opportunities for criminal groups
to profit by selling leaked exam
questions.

Despite repeated government
crackdowns, such leaks have
remained a recurring problem in both
national and state-level examinations.

‘Hit the streets’

Demonstrations over the paper
leaks in New Delhi turned violent
on July 20, when huge crowds
attempted to march towards
parliament from the capital’s Jantar
Mantar protest site.

Police fired tear gas and used
batons to disperse the protest,
triggering clashes and a wave of
detentions.

The parliament reconvened
last week for its monsoon session,
with the first few days repeatedly
disrupted by opposition lawmakers
seeking accountability over a police
crackdown on the student-led protests.

On Tuesday, the Supreme
Court ordered the release of all
detained protesters who are under
the age of 18 and have no prior
criminal record.

But the ongoing police
investigations related to the clashes
and street violence have become a
contentious issue.

The Cockroach Janta Party
movement has accused the
government of reneging on one
of the promises it had made when
activists called off street rallies,
not to investigate any protesters.

The “government should stop
with this”, the movement’s founder
Abhijeet Dipke said yesterday.

“Those students were
protesting for their future, not for
fun,” he added. “If the government
doesn’t listen, we will hit the
streets again”. —AFP
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US-Saudi strikes in Iraq kill 20,
including Iranians

BAGHDAD —US-Saudi strikes
on Iraq killed at least 20 militants,
including several Iranians,
yesterday, according to the Hashed
al-Shaabi, an armed Iraqi alliance
that includes pro-Iran groups.

The United States and Saudi
Arabia said they had struck Iran-
backed armed militants in Iraq in
response to attacks on US forces
and Saudi oil facilities.

Washington and Tehran are
Iraq’s main allies, but their enmity
has long turned the country into
a proxy battleground and left
successive governments struggling
to maintain a delicate balance
between the foes.

The Hashed al-Shaabi, also
known as the Popular Mobilisation
Forces (PMF), said that at least
20 fighters “were martyred and
another 32 wounded according to
a preliminary toll”.

Two Hashed officials told AFP
that five Iranian advisors were
among those killed in a strike in
the central province of Diyala.

AFP  correspondents  saw
coffins wrapped in Iranian flags
during a funeral organised by the
Hashed al-Shaabi in Baghdad for
those killed.

The Hashed alliance was
created in 2014 to fight jihadists
before it was formally integrated
into the Iraqi armed forces.

It now includes brigades
belonging to Iran-backed groups
reputed for acting unilaterally.

US President Donald Trump
said the strikes were coordinated
with the [Iraqi government,
according to Fox News.

They follow growing US
pressure on Baghdad to disarm
pro-Iran armed groups, which
have frequently targeted US
facilities in the country and have
long called for the withdrawal of
US troops.

Iraq’s new Prime Minister Ali
al-Zaidi, who came to power this
year with Washington’s blessing,

Mourners carry the bodies of members of Iraq’s Hashed al-Shaabi, or Popular
Mobilisation Forces, (PMF) who were killed earlier in Diyala in central Iraq by US-

Saudi strikes, during their funeral in Baghdad yesterday.

vowed to ensure those groups
would hand over their weapons,
but has faced pushback from some
powerful factions.

Earlier this month, Zaidi visited
both the United States and Iran.

‘Inevitable response’

The strikes came after Riyadh
said its forces had intercepted
drones targeting oil facilities,
blaming the Iran-backed groups in
Iraq.

The most active pro-Iran armed
groups are united under an alliance
known as the Islamic Resistance
in Iraq, which has acted in support
of Tehran during the Middle East
war, claiming hundreds of attacks
against US bases in Iraq and across
the region.

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq
said “our response to the American
enemy is inevitable, and may target
its tools in Saudi Arabia”.

But the group added that it
would only retaliate after the
Arbaeen day of pilgrimage, which
falls on Tuesday.

The Arbacen marks one of the
most significant events in the Shia
Muslim calendar, during which

- AFP

pilgrims, many from Iran, flock to
Iraq to visit the holy shrines.

The pro-Iran groups denied
attacking Saudi Arabia and they
haven’t claimed any attacks since
the US-Iran war resumed earlier
this month.

Violation

Iraq denounced the US-Saudi
strikes and said it rejects “all acts of
aggression, regardless of the party
responsible or the justifications
presented.”

The Ministerial Council for
National Security said it would
“confront any violation of Iraq’s
sovereignty, and prevent any
source from using Iraqi territory to
threaten neighbouring states”.

It reaffirmed its commitment to
ensure the state’s monopoly over
weapons.

Zaidi’s government has given
those groups that Washington
designates as terrorist organisations
until September 30 to disarm.

Oil-rich Iraq has been trying
to move past decades of war and
unrest, but it remains vulnerable to
regional and internal flare-ups.

— AFP

Judge orders Amy Winehouse’s father
to pay US$1.26 million to her friends

JUDGE — The father of British
music sensation Amy Winehouse
was yesterday ordered to pay
£950,000 (US$1.26 million) to
his late daughter’s friends, who he
unsuccessfully sued for auctioning
the singer’s clothes and other
items.

Mitch Winehouse ecarlier this
year lost a case in the high court in
London against two of Winehouse’s
friends who auctioned dozens of
her clothes and other possessions
years after her death.

The late singer-songwriter,
who was famed for her distinctive
husky voice and enjoyed global
meteoric success at a young age,
died in July 2011 from alcohol
poisoning, aged just 27.

The late singer’s former

stylist Naomi Parry and her friend
Catriona Gourlay denied acting
dishonestly in auctioning the items
they said were given or lent to them.

Her father Mitch argued they
had no right to sell the items.

The 155 items, which were
auctioned between 2021 and 2023,
included clothes, ballet slippers,
handbags, earrings and make-up
owned by the late singer, as well as
a dress she wore on her final tour
in 2011.

During the trial, the London
court was told Winehouse’s friends
“took advantage” of her father’s
forgetfulness and pocketed more
than $1.4 million in sales.

The judge found the two
women had not deliberately
concealed any of the items from

Winehouse’s father, who “knew all
along” about the intended sale and
only pursued them for money after
it was completed.

“The claimant chose to bring
an inherently weak claim, pursue
it aggressively and relentlessly
to the end, and make serious and
unfounded allegations against the
defendants,” judge Sarah Clarke
said Wednesday.

“The fact that he knowingly and
deliberately did this to two young
women who had stood faithfully
by Amy... makes his unreasonable
conduct particularly serious.”

In the April ruling, the judge
noted that Amy Winehouse was
known for her “extraordinary
generosity towards her friends and
also those she barely knew”. — AFP
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New US sanctions target
Iran’s Hormuz income

WASHINGTON, DC - The
United States yesterday announced
new sanctions targeting entities
linked to Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards that it accused of extorting
ships transiting the Strait of
Hormuz.

The announcement came as
President Donald Trump warned
the United States would strike Iran
“hard” after a missile attack against
US bases in Jordan, reigniting the
Middle East conflict after a days-
long pause.

An “extortion scheme” backed
by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
“forces commercial vessels to
purchase  mandatory  maritime
‘insurance’ to transit the Strait,” the
US Treasury Department said in a
statement.

“These entities manufacture
risk — including the threat of
vessel seizures — and then charge
commercial vessels for coverage
against dangers created by the
regime itself,” a parallel US State
Department statement said.

The sanctions target the
Persian Gulf Marine Insurance
Company and the HormuzSafe
Marine Services Authority, which,

according to Washington, are linked
to Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps.

Washington also sanctioned
eight companies operating ships that
it accused of transporting Iranian
crude oil and petrochemicals to
China and the United Arab Emirates,
in violation of other US sanctions.

These ships are “part of Iran’s
‘shadow fleet,” which the regime
relies on to evade sanctions,” the
State Department said.

“With its economy in freefall
and inflation in the triple digits,
the regime is desperate for cash,”
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
was quoted as saying.

After hostilities with Washington
resumed on July 7, Iran once again
blocked the Strait of Hormuz — a
crucial shipping lane for the global
energy trade — claiming the right
to impose transit fees on ships and
allowing passage only along the
route hugging its coastline.

The United States, for its part, has
imposed a blockade on Iranian ports.

Approximately 20 percent of the
world’s oil and liquefied natural gas
passed through the Strait of Hormuz
before the war. —AFP

Profits soar at Airbus as it
delivers more planes

PARIS — Airbus said yesterday
its net profit soared 47 percent in
the first half of the year thanks to
increased delivery of aircraft as well
as higher sales by its defence unit.

Net profit came in at 2.2 billion
euros (US$2.5 billion), while
revenues rose 12 percent year-on-
year to 33.2 billion euros.

“Our good first half results
mainly reflect the higher level of
commercial aircraft deliveries and
strong performance in Defence
and Space, against the backdrop
of a complex and fast-changing
environment,” Airbus chief
executive Guillaume Faury said in
a statement.

The company delivered 351
commercial aircraft in the first half

of the year, up from 306 in the first
six months of 2025.

Airbus receives the bulk of
payments for an aircraft when it delivers
them to clients, making it a critical
indicator of overall performance.

The company has been struggling
to pick up the pace of production after
scaling it back during the COVID-19
pandemic, primarily due to problems
with suppliers.

Meanwhile the company said
revenues at Airbus Defence and
Space increased 17 percent year-on-
year to 5.8 billion euros, with higher
volumes across all its business lines.

The war in Ukraine as well as
the Mideast war have prompted
nations to boost defence spending.

—AFP, MPD
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A volunteer runs to fill a water bucket to help battling the fire in Lanton, west of

5

Bordeaux, yesterday during wildfires in the Gironde region, southwestern France.
The Gironde and neighbouring Landes departments are under an orange-level
warning, with temperatures of 41C forecast. Firefighters fear strengthening winds

could fan embers and reignite the blaze.

- AFP
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Fauci declines to answer
Senate questioning

WASHINGTON, DC — The former top US infectious disease
official yesterday faced adversarial questioning from Republican
senators about the origins of COVID-19, and on the advice of
lawyers invoked his constitutional right not to answer, casting the
hearing as a character assassination.

It was the latest twist in the long-running feud between
Anthony Fauci, who spent decades as the nation’s top expert in
infectious disease, and Republican Senator Rand Paul, who insists
on unsubstantiated claims that the origins of the pandemic began
in a lab and were covered up.

Paul, who chairs the Senate Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, had subpoenaed the now-retired Fauci
to testify, and prior to the hearing released thousands of pages of
the immunologist’s unredacted personal diary.

Citing Paul’s “obsession” with him, Fauci said he would
invoke the Fifth Amendment, refraining from answering questions
to avoid self-incrimination, adding that it “pains me to do so.”

Fauci indicated his legal team believed Paul intended to entrap
him in a slip-up that could result in perjury charges.

“The only conclusion I can reach is that the sole reason he is
calling me before this committee is to get me to say something,
anything, that could vindicate his repeated public pledges that I
end up, in his words, quote ‘behind bars,’”” Fauci said.

Fauci, 85, noted in his opening statement that he had testified
before Congress more than 200 times over nearly four decades,
saying “I proved that I believe in and respect the value of legitimate
congressional oversight.”

‘Show trial’

Paul began the hearing with a tirade against Fauci, repeating
his accusations that the doctor directed the funding of research in
China that triggered the spread of COVID-19 while the official was
running the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.

The senator has said Fauci lied about that to Congress, a claim
without evidence that the public health expert has repeatedly
denied.

Former president Joe Biden had given Fauci a preemptive
pardon on January 19, 2025, but that applies only to actions taken
prior to that date.

US President Donald Trump weighed in on Truth Social, saying
Fauci’s “ideas were CRAZY!” in the pandemic’s early days.

Some lawmakers on the panel stated their disapproval with
the proceedings, including Democratic Senator Gary Peters,
who accused Paul of relitigation to “legitimise a predetermined
conclusion that was reached years ago.”

Senator Maggie Hassan, also a Democrat, said the hearing was
designed to “entrap” Fauci.

Paul told Fauci that “there will be repercussions” for his use
of the Fifth Amendment. When Fauci’s lawyer, David Schertler,
attempted to speak on his client’s behalf, Paul ordered him
removed from the room.

Democratic Senator Richard Blumenthal called the proceedings
the result of a “vendetta” and a “show trial.”

He also emphasised that invoking the Fifth Amendment was a
protected right that must be “respected.”

— AFP. MPD

A .
Dr Anthony Fauci testifies during a Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington,

DC, yesterday. - AFP
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Pro-Kremlin TV commentator
ordered to leave France, under

PARIS — France has ordered
Russian commentator Xenia
Fedorova to leave the country, the
interior ministry said yesterday,
after accusations she was churning
out Kremlin propaganda on French
television and radio.

Since being notified of the order,
Fedorova, who works for a conservative
billionaire’s media empire, has been
placed under house arrest, according to
a source close to the case.

She is required to report daily to a
police station.

Fedorova is a former journalist
for Russia’s state-run channel RT.

France heads for a presidential
election next year.

Fedorova’s  employers  said
they were astonished to learn of
the expulsion order, which they
said amounted to ‘“a particularly
serious infringement of freedom of
expression”.

The former head of the French
arm of RT, which was banned in
France after Russia launched its
military operation in Ukraine in
2022, is a commentator for outlets
within French billionaire Vincent
Bollore’s broadcasting powerhouse.

French daily Le Monde has
described Fedorova as a “protégée”
of Bollore, 74.

She regularly appears on the
CNews television channel and
Europe 1 radio, and writes for Le
Journal du Dimanche newspaper,
writing about Kremlin talking points
about Ukraine and the West.

French newspaper Libération
cited the expulsion order as accusing
Fedorova of acting “as a conduit for
disinformationcampaigns orchestrated
by the Russian authorities” with the
aim of “destabilising public order” in
France.

The order accused Fedorova of
contributing to the dissemination
of  disinformation  aimed  at
“manipulating public opinion” and

house arrest

Russian journalist Xenia Fedorova is pictured at the Grand Palais in Paris on April 12,

2025.

“undermining the confidence of
European citizens, and particularly
French citizens, in their institutions”.

‘Defamatory falsehoods’

In 2017, President Emmanuel
Macron implied that Fedorova was
not a journalist.

“When media outlets
defamatory falsehoods, they are
no longer journalists. They are
instruments of influence,” he said.

Asked about Fedorova in June,
Macron said his opinion of her
remained unchanged.

Fedorova’s lawyer Emmanuel
Piwnica told AFP yesterday his client
would “immediately” file an appeal.

“Xenia Fedorova is a journalist,”
he said.

“This decision is a serious
infringement of the freedom of
expression of a journalist who has
always carried out her work in the
most proper manner possible.”

Inajointstatement, Canal+, owner
of the CNews television channel,
and Lagardere, which owns Europe
1 radio, said a diversity of opinions
was important for democratic debate.

“Freedom of expression is not

spread

- AFP

defended only when the opinions
expressed are widely shared,” they
said.

“It 1s defended precisely when
those opinions disturb or provoke
disagreement, provided that they
form part of democratic debate, as
is the case across all of our media
outlets.”

French officials had previously
expressed frustration with the
commentator’s pro-Kremlin line, but
said there was little they could do.

The authorities extended
Fedorova’s residence permit by 10
years in 2024.

Foreign  Minister  Jean-Noél

Barrot said in May that opening up
airwaves and columns to Fedorova
was “simply doing Vladimir Putin’s
bidding”.

Members of the centrist Renew
group in the European Parliament
have called on the European Union
to impose sanctions on Fedorova,
describing her as a “well-known
Russian propagandist”.

In her book, “Bannie” (“Banned”)

published last year, Fedorova
portrays herself as a victim of state
censorship. — AFP, MPD

OpenAl says rogue Al agent attack hit
other companies

SAN FRANCISCO — ChatGPT
maker OpenAl has revealed that an
autonomous Al agent which hacked
a popular platform for computer
programmers also attempted to
breach four other companies during
the incident.

In an update late Tuesday to a
blog post detailing its probe into
the incident, OpenAl said its Al
agent also got into accounts on four
“publicly-available services,” though
it did not name the companies.

The revelation broadens a cyber
incident that OpenAl described as
unprecedented and that began when
two of its models hacked Hugging
Face, a site developers use to store
and share Al models and code.

OpenAl admitted last week that
during testing, the models powering
the agent broke out of their confined

environment and connected to the
internet to find ways to infiltrate
Hugging Face.

In the company’s update of the
events leading to the hack, OpenAl
said it found a handful of instances
where the Al models came across
login details that other companies
had left exposed online, and used
them to get into accounts on outside
services.

In the Hugging Face episode,
the models broke into four accounts
across four different services,
OpenAl said.

One served as a “staging path” —a
kind of pit stop to route the agent’s
activity and cover its tracks — and
another as a place to store data.

The remaining two were only
looked at in a “read-only manner”
and did not use them to help break

into Hugging Face, OpenAl said.

The company said it was
contacting the owners of the affected
accounts and had “not seen evidence
of broader impact to these providers
or other accounts on their services”.

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman said
in an interview published on Tuesday
that the company had “paused” its
own testing after the incident while
it improved the security around
its “sandboxing” — the process of
isolating safety testing in a controlled
environment.

The incident also triggered
a petition signed by over 1,000
employees at cutting-edge Al
companies, including Anthropic
CEO Dario Amodei, calling on the
US government to help slow down
the release of the most advanced Al
models. —AFP
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50 years on, China-Mozambique health
cooperation carries forward life-saving mission

Interview

MAPUTO — On April 15, 1976,
the first batch of 29 Chinese medical
experts arrived in Mozambique,
planting the seed for an enduring
partnership that has since blossomed
beyond clinical care to include
medical training, technology transfer,
emergency response, and healthcare
infrastructure development.

In a recent interview with Xinhua,
Mozambican Minister of Health
Ussene Isse said that bilateral health
cooperation has achieved positive
results over the past five decades.

The dispatch of Chinese medical
teams, in his eyes, is “not merely a
medical cooperation project, but a
history of solidarity and a partnership
that has remained steadfast across
generations despite changes in the
international environment.”

Over the past 50 years, China
has sent 383 medical professionals
in 26 teams to Mozambique, where
they have treated approximately 1.4
million patients.

Alongside their routine clinical
work, Chinese doctors have
successfully performed a wide
range of complex surgeries. In
1986, the fifth Chinese medical
team successfully performed a
replantation surgery on a patient
with a severed upper arm. In 2019,
the 22nd team carried out the

resection of a giant liver tumor.

Among the beneficiaries is
Inacio César, a journalist for
Television of Mozambique.

In 1987, at age six, César suffered
a serious injury after his fingers were
caught in a flour mixer. He was
rushed to Maputo Central Hospital,
where Chinese doctors treated him.

“Iam deeply grateful to the Chinese
medical team for treating me with their
professional skills,” César said. “Over
the past 50 years of Mozambique-
China medical cooperation, many
people like me have received help
from Chinese doctors.”

Chinese medical teams have
also actively contributed to
emergency responses following
natural disasters and other crises in
Mozambique. Medical supplies and
relief assistance from the Chinese
side reached affected communities
after Cyclone Idai struck the African
country in 2019 and during severe
flooding in 2026.

According to the Mozambican
health minister, bilateral cooperation has
played an important role in addressing
public health challenges and protecting
people’s lives and health.

Apart from providing medical
services, Isse noted that Chinese
medicalteamshavehelpedbuildlocal
capacity by training Mozambican
healthcare professionals in fields

including surgery, anesthesiology,
and traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM), while introducing advanced
technologies such as telemedicine
and laparoscopic surgery at Maputo
Central Hospital.

In 2023, an intelligent laparoscopic
training and assessment system was
inaugurated at Maputo Central Hospital
to enhance local doctors’ capacity to
perform abdominal surgeries.

In recent years, China and
Mozambique have continued to

join hands in strengthening medical

institutions and specialist healthcare
capacity. The China-Africa Joint
Medical Center (Mozambique)
was established at Maputo Central
Hospital, where the two sides also
plan to build a national surgical center.
According to Isse, the joint medical
center will focus on improving trauma
care, particularly for victims of road
traffic accidents, and is expected
to further enhance Mozambique’s
surgical capabilities and strengthen
regional healthcare services.
Looking ahead, Isse expressed
hope that the two countries will
continue expanding cooperation in
the health sector to further strengthen
Mozambique’s healthcare system
and enable more Mozambicans
to access high-quality medical
services within their own country.
— Xinhua

Mozambique eyes regional energy hub status
to drive industrialization: president

MAPUTO-Mozambican President
Daniel Chapo said last week that the
country aims to become a regional
energy hub by leveraging its abundant
resources to drive industrialization,
economic diversification, and
regional integration.

Speaking at the Mozambique
CEO Summit in Maputo last
Wednesday, Chapo said Mozam-
bique should not simply export en-
ergy and raw materials but instead
use them to increase production,
processing, employment, and com-
petitiveness.

He said the government is
combining investment in power
generation, transport infrastructure,

and development corridors to
support industrial growth.

Mozambique plans to develop
hydropower projects in the Zambezi
Valley, including Cahora Bassa,
Mphanda Nkuwa, Lupata, and
Boroma, while pursuing universal
electricity access by 2030.

Chapo said liquefied natural
gas (LNG) projects in the Rovuma
Basin, including Coral Sul and
Coral Norte, represent a combined
investment of about US$50 billion.

“The abundance of energy
in Mozambique creates the ideal
foundation to transform the country
into a regional energy hub and
a regional digital hub,” he said,

citing opportunities to develop data
centers and Al infrastructure.

The president also highlighted
investment in the Nacala, Beira, and
Maputo development corridors to
improve ports, logistics, and cross-
border trade.

He said major projects must
create  opportunities for local
companies, generate jobs, transfer
knowledge, benefit communities,
and protect the environment.

Chapo also pledged to improve
the business environment by
simplifying procedures, reducing

bureaucracy, fighting corruption,
and strengthening public
institutions. — Xinhua

Portuguese researchers find 148-million-year-old

LISBON — Researchers from the
Lisbon-based Center for Research
in Paleobiology and Paleoecology
announced last Friday the excavation
of what could be the most complete
dinosaur fossil ever found in Portugal.

The specimen, of “extreme
importance and rarity,” belonged to
the Ankylosauria family, a group of
armored dinosaurs characterized by
bony dorsal plates and lateral spines.

It dated approximately 148 million
years ago and, at around 2.5 meters in
length, was believed to represent a
juvenile or sub-adult individual.

dinosaur fossil

Full excavation began in June
this year, with the skeleton found
articulated from parts of the skull to
the tip of the tail, lying face down —
a rare preservation posture, as most
dinosaur fossils were found on their
sides.

“We believe the specimen may
be between 80 and 85 percent
complete,” said Bruno Camilo,
director of the center, which is part of
the Natural History Society (SHN).
“We cannot yet see the front limbs,
but we believe they are underneath
the body. Only later, in the laboratory,

when we clean the block, will we be
able to access that part.”

Camilo described the find as
surprising on multiple grounds,
noting that ankylosaurs are rare
worldwide and are thought to have
lived in small populations even
during the Jurassic period.

He added that while some
primitive examples of the family are
known from England, specimens
from continental Europe are known
only from the Upper Jurassic and, at
present, exclusively from Portugal.

— Xinhua
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China, PSCs deepen business ties
at Maputo entrepreneurs meeting

MAPUTO-The “Entrepreneurs
Meeting for Commercial and
Economic Cooperation between
China and Portuguese-speaking
Countries” was held last Friday in
Maputo, bringing together more
than 350 government and business
representatives from the Chinese
mainland, Macao, Mozambique
and other Portuguese-speaking
countries (PSCs) to promote
economic and trade cooperation.

The conference was co-
organized by the Agency for the
Promotion of Investment and
Exports of Mozambique (APIEX),
the China Council for the Promotion
of International Trade (CCPIT),
and Commerce and Investment
Promotion Institute of the Macao
Special ~ Administrative  Region
(IPIM), under the theme “Investment
in Logistics Infrastructure as an
Engine for Development.” The event
featured investment opportunity
roundtables, keynote speeches and
business matchmaking sessions.

A total of 24 cooperation
agreements were signed during the
conference, with a combined value
of about US$150 million, covering
infrastructure, trade, professional
services and academic cooperation.

Mozambique’s  Minister  of
Transport and Logistics Jodo

Matlombe noted in a speech that
Mozambique is endowed with
abundant natural resources and
energy potential, while the Chinese
market’s growing openness to
African products has created historic
opportunities for the country.

Luis José Machava, director
general of APIEX, pointed out that
China and Mozambique have long
enjoyed friendly relations, and that
infrastructure  development and
investment will serve as key drivers
of Mozambique’s future growth.

Sam Lei Chong Sam, executive
director of IPIM, underlined
that this year marks the 10%
anniversary of the establishment
of the comprehensive strategic
cooperative partnership between
China and Mozambique. He noted
that the conference represents
both a concrete step in elevating
China-Mozambique relations and
a continued deepening of economic
and trade cooperation between China
and Portuguese-speaking countries.

As an important mechanism for
economic and trade cooperation
between China and Portuguese-
speaking countries, the meeting
has been held on a rotating basis
in different Portuguese-speaking
countries and regions since 2005.

— Xinhua, MPD
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Participants network during the Entrepreneurs Meeting for Commercial and
Economic Cooperation between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries in

Maputo last Friday.

- Xinhua

Portugal advances Al infrastructure
with new university data centers

LISBON — The University of

Lisbon announced last week that
it will invest more than 20 million
euros (US$22.8 million) in two
new data centers dedicated to
artificial intelligence (Al), advanced
computing and scientific research.

The project, one of the largest
digital infrastructure projects in
Portuguese higher education, is
designed to strengthen Portugal’s
scientific computing capacity and
data sovereignty by enabling the
university to securely store and
processresearch dataoninfrastructure
under its own management.

The sovereign cloud platform
will support sensitive data in fields
including health, biotechnology
and precision medicine while
meeting high standards of security,
availability =~ and  governance,
according to the university.

“These data centers represent
a decisive step to reinforce the
scientific and technological capacity
of the University of Lisbon, and
to place artificial intelligence,
advanced computing and the
sovereign cloud at the service of
research, innovation and society,”
university rector Luis Ferreira said.

The infrastructure will provide
high-performance computing
resources, Al applications and
secure scientific data storage for
research in areas such as clinical
studies, drug discovery and
epidemiological surveillance.

The investment comes as
Portugal and other European
countries step up efforts to expand Al
computing capacity and strengthen
digital sovereignty through domestic
cloud infrastructure and advanced
research facilities. — Xinhua
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PARIS — FIFA’s plans to sell a stake in the
business operations of the World Cup and its
other competitions through the creation of a

semi-private subsidiary has sparked disbelief

and outrage globally.
AFP Sport highlights the pick of the
reaction:

Sporting

“The soul and governance of football
are not assets to trade - especially with zero
transparency as to who gains financially.
None of us are the owners of football. It is
not FIFA’s to sell.”

—European football’s governing body UEFA.

“FIFA cannot continue to use our sport
to enrich themselves and their friends.
We can grow the game correctly. It’s time
to prioritise associations, clubs, leagues,
players and fans.”

— UEFA statement yesterday after learning
of a letter FIFA president Gianni Infantino
sent to member associations telling them they
had until September 19 to accept the deal.

“We are deeply concerned by the lack of

due process.”

— CONCACAF, which governs North
and Central American football and three
of whose members, the USA, Canada and
Mexico, co-hosted the World Cup.

“Many in European football see FIFA’s
plans as an absolute attack on football. I
share this view. A line has been crossed here.

“At the World Cup, six European teams
reached the quarter-finals and three the semi-
finals. If European football stands united
against these plans, that carries a great deal
of weight.”

— Hans-Joachim Watzke, vice-president
of the German football Association (DFB)
and Borussia Dortmund president, to
magazine Kicker.

“Right now, I get the feeling that FIFA
exists solely to make a profit. It feels like
the only goal is to rake in money from every
possible avenue. I consider myself a child of
football I’ve been involved in the sport for
decades — and even I find this disgusting.”

— Bayern Munich sporting director
Max Eberl.

“The AFC was not consulted on the
proposal and is disappointed that a matter of
such significance entered the public domain
before the AFC family had been afforded
the opportunity to examine and discuss it
through the appropriate and established
governance channels.”

— Asian Football Confederation.

“As an institution that represents over 850
football clubs — whose member clubs, their
players and communities are fundamental
participants in football worldwide, not least
in FIFA’s competitions including all the
international club competitions — it would
be wholly appropriate for EFC to be fully
consulted on a proposal of such magnitude.

“EFC learned about this proposal in the
same way as most global football stakeholders
— without warning and through the media.”

— European Football Clubs.

“Infantino is not the solution to FIFA’s
governance. He is the problem. We are
venturing deeper into the iceberg and what
remains to surface.”

— Javier Tebas, president of the Spanish
football league.

“Based on the limited information, we are
deeply concerned about the lack of process
and governance to get to this point, and the
apparent substance and principles involved.”

— English football’s governing body the
Football Association (FA).

“It raises a lot of question marks for the
federations, who have not been involved in
the talks and do not have to hand the specific
details to be able to comment on these topics
which are fundamental to the future of
football.”

—French Football Federation president
Philippe Diallo.

“The close relationship between the FIFA
president and the US President (Donald
Trump) has reached a financial dimension
that is deeply damaging football. No one has
the right to sell our game.”

— Sepp Blatter, Infantino’s disgraced
predecessor, referring to the claim that one
of the potential investors could be Thrive
capital, an investment company founded

profound questions
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Principal reaction to FIFA’s private investor plan

and led by Joshua Kushner, brother of US
President Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared.

Political

“Hands off our game.”

= European Union Sports
Commissioner Glenn Micallef on X.

“Particular concern arises when FIFA’s
regulatory powers become aligned with
the financial interests of private entities.
When the value of investments depends
on decisions made by FIFA. That raises
about governance,
independence and conflicts of interest.”

— Micallef fires a warning shot across
FIFA’s bows.

“Football does not belong to investors. It

belongs to the people who fill the stands and
who stand on the touchline week in, week

out, rain or shine.”
— UK Prime Minister and Everton supporter
Andy Burnham, who worked tirelessly for

justice for the families of the Liverpool fans

killed in the Hillsborough tragedy.
“Apparently the fake Peace Prize and giant

lease with Trump Tower weren’t enough, now

Infantino performs a kickback hat trick by

pursuing a multibillion-dollar deal with Jared

Kushner’s brother to sell ownership stakes in
the World Cup to private investors.”

— Democrat members on the United
States’ congressional House Judiciary
Committee. — AFP

FIFA hit by furious backlash over plans to sell stake in competitions

PARIS - There was a
ious backlash yesterday to

FIFA’s controversial plans to
sell a stake in the business operations of the
World Cup and its other competitions through
the creation of a private subsidiary.

World football’s governing body had
said Tuesday it would retain a majority
share in FIFA Forward Enterprise (FFE) but
hoped to raise US$4.2 billion later this year
by “carefully selecting long-term investors
who will purchase minority, non-controlling
interests”.

Various media outlets reported yesterday
that FIFA president Gianni Infantino had sent
a letter to the associations saying they will
each receive US$40 million if they back the
plan - but they must sign up by September 19.

“In total for the upcoming cycle starting as
of January 1, 2027, each member association
will have the possibility of access up to
US$40 million per member association under
this proposal,” said Infantino.

The Times —which broke the original story
on Tuesday — said sources opposed to the plan
had labelled it “pure bribery”.

UEFA had issued a blunt statement
regarding the plan and was due to hold an
emergency meeting later yesterday according
to France’s sports minister.

“Many in European football see FIFA’s
plans as an outright attack on football. I share
this view. A line has been crossed here,” Hans-
Joachim Watzke, a vice-president of UEFA’s
executive committee, told Germany’s Kicker.

The Times reported Infantino, 56, stood
to profit from the scheme by becoming
commissioner of the FFE after his expected
next term expires in 2031. FIFA denied that
this had been discussed.

The article also said discussion had started
with financial advisors and potential investors.

Those include Thrive capital, an
investment company founded and led by
Joshua Kushner, brother of US President
Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared, as well
as an arm of JP Morgan Chase, the US bank

FIFA

For the Game. For the wovld,

that attempted to finance the failed breakaway
European Super League.

UEFA, which has regularly criticised
Infantino, said the plan “crosses a line”.

“The soul and governance of football are not
assets to trade - especially with zero transparency
as to who gains financially. None of us are the
owners of football. It is not FIFA’s to sell.”

The European Union made no bones about
their disdain for the plan.

“Hands off our game,” Glenn Micallef,
the EU commissioner for Sport, posted on X.

CONCACAF, which governs North and
Central American football, said it was “deeply
concerned by the lack of due process”.

The Asian Football Confederation said it
was “disappointed” it had not been consulted.

The plan would still have to be approved
by the 38-member FIFA council and the
majority of its 211 member associations
(MAs). FIFA said it intends to present the
plans to the council soon.

‘Further expanded’

FIFA said in its statement that it “would
retain sole control of FFE and exclusive
authority ~ over  football  governance,
competitions, match calendar, and all
regulatory and sporting decisions”.

It said it believed FFE would achieve an
“initial equity valuation of US$20bn”.

FIFA said each of its MAs would be given
the chance to take a one-off stake of US$20mn
in FFE.

That represents only 0.1 percent of the total,
but would be a significant sum for the leaderships
of FIFA’s poorer or smaller members.

UK Prime Minister and avid football fan
Andy Burnham decried the plan.

“Football does not belong to investors. It
belongs to the people who fill the stands and
who stand on the touchline week in, week out,
rain or shine,” he wrote on social media.

In June, ahead of the World Cup, FIFA,
which folds competition income into revenue for
the whole year, anticipated record revenues ex-
ceeding seven billion euros (US$8bn) for 2026.

This combination of files pictures created yesterday shows the FIFA logo during a press conference held

by the president of the football’s governing body at the FIFA Executive Football Summit on February 15,
2019 in Istanbul and European flags fluttering outside the EU Council headquarters in Brussels on March 18.
EU sports chief yesterday hit out at FIFA’s plans to sell a stake in its competitions including the World

Cup, warning international football’s governing body: “Hands off our game.”

It was the first World Cup with 48 teams
and there is talk of further expanding it to 64.

The Times quoted an unnamed “senior
football figure” calling the plan “potentially
much worse than the European Super
League”, as it would have an impact on all
levels of football across the globe.

In 2019, a FIFA stakeholders’ committee
rejected an Infantino-backed plan for a
US$25bn private investment in an expanded
Club World Cup. Reported backers included

-AFP

SoftBank of Japan and Saudi Arabia’s
sovereign wealth fund.

FIFA did expand that competition from
seven teams to 32 clubs in 2025.

The Times speculated that the creation of
FFE could have an impact on the World Cup
and the Club World Cup.

“It could lead to pressure for both events to
be further expanded or played more regularly
than the present once every four years,” it
wrote. —AFP
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F1 boss says season to finish in
Europe if Gulf races cancelled

F1

PARIS - The Formula One
season will finish in Europe if the
planned races in Qatar and Abu
Dhabi are cancelled due to the
Middle East war, the sport’s CEO
Stefano Domenicali said yesterday.

The Bahrain and Saudi Arabia
grands prix were scrapped earlier
this season due to the start of Israel
and the United States’ war with Iran.

The Bahrain Grand Prix was
eventually rescheduled and will now
be held in Malaysia on October 4.

Domenicali said F1 would
decide whether or not to go ahead
with the race in Qatar, scheduled for
November 29, and the season finale
in Abu Dhabi on December 6, by
mid-September.

“That moment will be not be before
the middle of September. For us today,
the races in Qatar and Abu Dhabi are
confirmed,” he told reporters.

“But of course, if the situation
will not be cleared the way that
we believe it should be, before the
middle of September, we will take
the decision.

“And in that respect, I just want
confirm to you that if this will not be
possible, that the end of the season
would be in Europe.”

There have been persistent
rumours in the paddock suggesting
an extra Grand Prix could be held
at the Circuit of the Americas in
Texas, or that a second successive
race may be staged in Las Vegas,
the week after the one already slated
for November 21.

But Domenicali said that idea
had been shelved.

“There was a possibility of
having two races in Las Vegas but
we don’t want to ruin a jewel that is
growing by undervaluing what we
are doing there,” he said.

“And of course, we don’t have to
forget that in that period of the year, we
are fighting in the US against the NFL.”

Domenicali did not say which
tracks in Europe could step in if
needed, although the Imola circuit
is reportedly the front-runner to host
the finale if the Middle East conflict
is still ongoing.

The World Endurance Champi-
onship announced Tuesday it would
conclude its season in Spain and
Italy after cancelling planned events
in Qatar and Bahrain. —AFP

QQ9 Ukraine appeals against Russian
return to Olympics

KYIV — Ukraine said yesterday
that it had appealed against the
International Olympic Committee’s
decision to ease restrictions on
Russian athletes, arguing the move
was premature and violated the
Olympic Charter.

The IOC lifted its suspension
of the Russian Olympic Committee
earlier this month, while
simultaneously scrapping a range
of restrictions on Russian athletes
introduced over Moscow’s 2022
invasion of Ukraine.

The decision paved the way for
Russian athletes to compete in team
events and qualifying competitions
for the 2028 Summer Olympics in

Los Angeles, although the I0C did
not say whether it would lift a ban
on Russia’s flag and anthem.

“On 28 July 2026, the NOC of
Ukraine filed a Statement of Appeal
with CAS (the Court of Arbitration
for Sport) requesting that the 10C
decision be annulled,” Ukraine’s
National Olympic Committee said
in a statement on its website.

It said the IOC’s decision
contradicted the provisions of
the Olympic Charter, was taken
prematurely and failed to “take into
account the factual circumstances
that served as the basis for the
suspension.”

Neither the IOC or Russia imme-

diately commented on the appeal.

Several sporting bodies have
approved the return of Russian
athletes in recent months, after
imposing restrictions on them in
the wake of Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine four years ago.

World Gymnastics lifted all
its restrictions on Russian and
Belarusian athletes in May, while
the European Fencing Federation
reinstated Russia in June.

On Monday, Russian Pavel
Graudyn won gold at the World
Fencing Championships in Hong
Kong, the first since the country was
allowed to compete again under its
own flag in the sport. —AFP
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Shelton fends off Damm
at Washington as veteran
Venus ousted

Tennis

WASHINGTON — Second
seed Ben Shelton dug deep to hold
off qualifier Martin Damm in a
rain-interrupted first-round match
on Tuesday at the ATP and WTA
Washington Open, while veteran
Venus Williams was eliminated.

Shelton struggled when the
match resumed after a delay of more
than two hours, but came through
6-4, 4-6, 6-4 against his American
compatriot in his first hardcourt
match ahead of the US Open.

“Happy that I was mentally
stable and tough enough to get
through that match,” said the
23-year-old left-hander, who is
seeking his fourth ATP tour title
of the year after triumphing in
Dallas, Munich and Stuttgart.

Shelton, the world number
eight, next faces French left-
hander Ugo Humbert for a quarter-
final berth.

Shelton led 6-4, 4-3 when play
was halted, then saw Damm hold,
break on a long forehand and hold
again to force a third set.

After trading breaks in the
third and fourth games, Shelton
broke on a backhand crosscourt
volley winner at 5-4 to settle
matters after 2hr 9min.

“A tricky match to be in
command, in the driver’s seat of the
match and feel like playing really
well, then have a rain delay and the
guy come out on fire,” Shelton said.

“That was tough to swallow
losing that second set the way I did,
but happy with the way I fought.”

Seven-time Grand Slam singles

champion Williams, 46, suffered
her 12* consecutive defeat, 6-3, 6-3
to Austria’s Anastasia Potapova in
a first-round match.

Williams has not won a WTA
match since a first-round triumph
over American Peyton Stearns in
Washington last year.

Cruz Hewitt, the 17-year-old
son of former world number one
Lleyton Hewitt, captured his first
ATP Tour victory.

The Aussie teen, ranked 612
in the world, ousted fellow quali-
fier Marcos Giron of the United
States 6-3, 6-4 in 74 minutes in
his ATP main draw debut.

Among his father’s 30
career ATP titles was the 2004
Washington crown.

“It’s a pretty special moment,”
Hewitt said.

“Seeing my dad play this
tournament and to get my first tour
win, it feels really cool.”

Hewitt will next play the
winner of a match postponed
to yesterday between Greek
Stefanos Tsitsipas and Australian
newlywed Alex de Minaur, the top
seed and defending champion.

AlexandraFEala, whomade global
headlines when beating Iga Swiatek
at Wimbledon and becoming the first
Philippines player to reach the last
16 of a Grand Slam, rallied to defeat
China’s Zheng Qinwen 4-6, 6-4, 6-1
after 2hr 26min.

Eala, 21, will face defending
champion and seventh seed
Leylah Fernandez of Canada
11:00 a.m. on Wednesday (local
time) for a place in the last eight.

— AFP

Eseme, Hobbs shine in Glasgow rain to win 100m Commonwealth gold

Kieran Canning

GLASGOW - Camer-
oon’s Emmanuel Eseme
defied the torrential rain in
Glasgow to win the men’s
100 metres in a Commonwealth
Games record time on Tuesday as
New Zealand’s Zoe Hobbs surged
to a surprise victory in the women’s
100m.

Persistent downpours throughout
the evening session at the Scoutstoun
track made for hazardous conditions,
with the conclusion to the women’s
high jump even delayed until after
the action on the track was done for
the night.

Eseme made light of the weather to
storm through the field and win in 9.83
seconds, surpassing the Games record
set by Trinidadian great Ato Boldon in
Kuala Lumpur 28 years ago.

“That was a crazy race! I'm
surprised at the time,” said the
32-year-old, who only took up track
and field eight years ago.

“The weather I didn’t want to
be a setback, you know, because
we’re all competing in the same
environment, so I can’t have a
complaint.”

Hobbs
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took the pre-race

favourites by surprise in the
women’s 100m as she surged clear
out of the blocks and just had the
staying power to hold off England’s
Amy Hunt and Australia’s Torrie
Lewis as all three women ran under
11 seconds.

“I mean it’s a dream scenario
to walk away with a PB (personal
best) and a gold medal. It was just
surreal,” said Hobbs.

“You can see it in my eyes. [’ve
probably got mascara all over my
face but I just need time to process
what’s happened.”

The rainy conditions appeared
to have a bigger influence on the
men’s 10,000 metres as Australia’s
Ky Robinson took gold from India’s
Gulveer Singh and the Isle of Man’s
David Mullarkey as Kenya and
Ethiopia’s hopes failed to make the
podium.

Canada’s Olympic champion
Camryn Rogers was dominant in
the women’s hammer as he eased to
gold with over five metres to spare.

Eleanor Patterson edged
out Australia teammate Nicola
Olyslagers in the high jump, which
lasted over three hours due to the
weather delay.

First-placed Australia’s Ky Robinson (right) celebrates with second-placed India’s
Gulveer Singh after competing in the men’s 10,000 final during the athletics event
at the Scotstoun Stadium in Glasgow, on day five of the Commonwealth Games in

Glasgow, Scotland, on Tuesday.

‘Depth and dominance’

In the pool, Australia’s Lani
Pallister added 800m gold to her
400m and 1,500m titles by blowing
away the field in a Games record.

There were another three
Australian golds on the night to
take their tally already for the meet
to 28, matching their number of
gold medals from Birmingham four

- AFP

years ago with one day to spare.

“It’s been incredible. 1 think
we’ve really shown our depth and
dominance this week in Australian
swimming,” said Pallister.

Jenna Forrester won her third
gold of the Games in the 200m
individual medley, while Flynn
Southam was victorious in the
men’s 100m freestyle.

Australia also set a Games record
in the 4x100m men’s medley relay.

But the performance of the night
arguably came from Filip Nowacki,
who secured Jersey’s first ever
swimming Commonwealth gold
medal in the 200m breaststroke.

“Coming from an island like
Jersey and competing against
athletes from Australia, Canada,
England and the other home nations
is very special,” said Nowacki,
who also finished ahead of Adam
Ramsay-Peaty to secure silver in the
100m breaststroke.

Canada’s Felix Dolci secured
two more gold medals and a bronze
in the final day of the gymnastics to
take his tally for the Games to six,
including four golds.

The 24-year-old added to his
golds in the team and rings finals
with more joy in the vault and
horizontal bar.

“Definitely a couple of beers,
some great food and maybe a little
dessert, why not?”” Dolci said on his
plans for a celebration in Glasgow.

Ruby Evans said she came out
fighting after ending a tumultuous
Games with gold for Wales in the
floor final. —AFP
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Japanese mystery author Keigo
Higashino dies aged 68

Tomohiro Osaki

TOKYO - Japanese mystery
fiction author Keigo Higashino has
died aged 68, his publisher said on
Monday, triggering an outpouring
of grief among fans across Asia.

Since his 1985 debut, Higashino
wrote more than 100 books, with
his works translated and published
in over 40 countries and territories,
and widely adapted for film and
television.

“Author Keigo Higashino passed
away due to colon cancer in the early
morning of July 23. He was 68,” pub-
lisher Kodansha said in a statement.

A statement posted on
Higashino’s X account said that the
author’s “published works, from his
debut novel ‘After School’, released
in September 1985, to his latest
book ‘Eternal Memory’, scheduled
for release on August 5, 2026, total
106 books”.

“The stories he created will
continue to captivate many readers,”
the statement said.

Known for his versatility, the
award-winning novelist had worked
as an engineer before switching to
writing full-time.

His books merge science and
detective fiction alongside acute
observations on human nature and
heartwarming tearjerkers, according
to major bookstore chain Maruzen
Junkudo.

Higashino, whose books include
“The Devotion of Suspect X” and
“Malice”, enjoyed a loyal following
around Asia, including in China
where thousands of people took to
social media to mourn the writer.

This undated file picture provided by
Japan’s Jiji Press news agency on
Monday shows Japanese mystery fiction

His “The Keeper of the Camphor
Tree” was turned into an animated
film, and the “Galileo” series of
detective novels became a live-
action TV series.

According to  Higashino’s
publisher, his books have topped
100 million copies in domestic
circulation.

“Thank you very much. Your
‘Detective Galileo’ series was the
first novel I bought. Thank you very
much for giving me the best reading
experience ever,” said one Japanese
user on X.

“Ever since I took up Mr
Higashino’s novel as a teen, my life
as a book lover started. His novels
stunned me, influenced me and
made me experience a whole range
of emotions. These are all treasures
of mine,” said another user.

‘Truly talented’

Former novelist turned
ultraconservative politician Naoki
Hyakuta described Higashino on X
as a “truly talented writer”.

“He understood what a story is, and
what excellent writing is,” he wrote.

In China, the passing of the
Japanese novelist quickly became
one of the top trending topics on
social media platform Weibo.

Despite the volatile diplomatic
ties between Beijing and Tokyo, his
works have long been massively
popular among readers in China.

“The Miracles of the Namiya
General Store” sold more than 10
million copies within its first four
years in the mainland Chinese
market, according to news portal
ifeng.com.

“His works accompanied me
throughout my high school years.
Rest in peace,” one Weibo user said.

“I got through the darkest period
of my life by reading his novels,”
another wrote.

He was also popular in South
Korea.

“I’ve read so many of Keigo
Higashino’s books, and this feels so
surreal. There are still so many of
his books I haven’t gotten around to
reading yet,” said one Threads user
in Korea.

“Higashino had always been
there ever since I was a little kid, and
thanks to him, I was able to become
a mystery novelist in South Korea.
May he rest in peace,” author Park
Ha-ru said on his Threads account.

writher Keigo Higashino in Tokyo. - AFP _ AFP
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On London streets, homeless wary at
PM’s vow to end rough sleeping
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A man sleeps on the pavement along a street in
London on Tuesday. — AFP

i

Theodore Griffin

LONDON - In a small square
in central London, Kevin was
hawking copies of the Big Issue,
a charitable magazine sold by
homeless street vendors.

“It keeps me going,” he said. “I
don’t need to go to handouts and
ask for free food.”

Kevin, 60, has been homeless
since being released from prison
in 2010 and is sceptical about new
Prime Minister Andy Burnham’s
pledge to “end rough sleeping”.

“I'think it’s meaningless because
he’s come from Manchester and
he hasn’t solved it there,” he said,
referring to Burnham’s same goal
as mayor of Greater Manchester.

Kevin now lives in a tent, so is
officially classed as a rough sleeper.

Asking not to give his full name,
he said indoors is not always better.

“I’ve been in three different
hostels in central London and
I wouldn’t put my dog in one of
them. It was disgusting. You’d see
needles all about.”

Record highs

The number of rough sleepers
in England reached a record 4,793
in 2025, according to government
figures.

It shows little sign of budging,
with the Institute for Public Policy
Research (IPPR) think tank warning
earlier this year the figure could
increase by 25 percent by 2030.

Rough sleepers — those sleeping
outdoors—are aminority of England’s
total homelessness, estimated at
382,000 in 2025 by leading charity
Shelter. This larger figure includes
those lacking a permanent residence
or security of tenure, and includes
families and children.

Local governments, legally
responsible for rough sleepers, have
struggled under strained budgets and
debts, leading to cuts in services.

Pedestrians walk past a beggar holding a sign asking for help
at the entrance to a Tube station in London on Tuesday. - AFP

Pedestrians walk past a man lying on a makeshift bed
along an underpass in central London on Tuesday. — AFP
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Charities such as the Hackney
Night Shelter are stepping in. They
provide some 20 people a bed
without charge for up to two weeks.

Grey strip blinds in the
dormitories recall the building’s
past as offices, but the charity has
made the space seem more homely.

Director Mark Palframan, 61,
who has worked in the sector since
the 1980s, thinks Burnham’s plan
is feasible.

“It’s a realistic target,” he said,
adding resources remain key.

Homeless workers

But there is a worrying new trend:
many homeless people have jobs.

“Some of these folks really
shouldn’t be homeless,” he said.
Previous guests at the shelter
include teaching assistants and
those working in the film industry.

Work “used to be a route out of
homelessness”, Palframan said.

Addressing the cost of living,
changing rent rights and speeding
up asylum processes could help,
he argued.

Lithuanian Eddie, 46, has
worked for half of the 20 years he
spent in Britain. Yet he still found
himself sleeping rough.

Dressed in military fatigues, he
readied for another night outdoors
in London borough Hackney.

“l worked for a removal
company. When they didn’t pay ...
I couldn’t [afford] rent, so I lived
in the same truck I was using [for
work],” he said.

Disabled and receiving welfare
payments, Eddie lived in a squat
which was closed after squatting
in abandoned residential buildings
became illegal in 2012.

Now Eddie is “sleeping rough
in the bushes”.

“There are empty buildings ...
why not let people live there?” he
asked.

Pedestrians walk past a man lying on the pavement along
a street in London on Tuesday. — AFP

Squatting

London charity Street Storage
provides storage space for people
experiencing homelessness, with
many of their clients having full-
time jobs.

There was even a chef who
used the service.

“He stored his chef whites here
and his chef knives here, slept
outside during the day, collected
them in the evening, did a night
shift ... then dropped them back
here in the morning,” said CEO
Rachel Woolf.

Jordan Forbes, also at Street Stor-
age, welcomed Burnham’s vision,
but warned it would not be easy.

“It’s all very well getting
people off the streets ... but they
might not be ready for it.”

Reducing homelessness s
central to ex-Greater Manchester
mayor Burnham’s brand.

In 2017, he announced the
“A Bed Every Night” scheme in
Manchester which reduced the
number of rough sleepers from 268
that year to 90 in 2021, according
to local authorities. But the figure
rose again to 197 in 2025.

On his first day as prime
minister, Burnham pledged £340
million (US$453 million) to get
people off British streets, without
setting a timeline or making any
concrete proposals.

“Will that £340 million alone
solve rough sleeping?” IPPR re-
searcher Maya Singer Hobbs asked.
“No. It is undeniably going to be
expensive in the short term to solve
this,” she said. But “it is possible”.

Building more social housing
is essential, requiring a big
“upfront investment” that would
“save money” long-term.

This could cost “billions” so
don’t expect announcements until
the government produces a budget
later this year, Hobbs warned. — AFP
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Low on fish

Storks perch on dry logs that have
surfaced as water levels drop in
Jakarta yesterday, due to the impact of
El Nifio, which has brought a prolonged
dry season and triggered extreme
drought, threatening food security in
various regions of Indonesia. — AFP

mvigorating experience

Tourists experience waterfall rappelling under the guidance

of staff members at a scenic area in Huangping County,
Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture, Guizhou
Province, yesterday. The waterfall rappelling here has attracted

tourists for cool relief and exhilarating experience.

W,

International Tiger Day

Tiger cubs play at the Siberian Tiger Park in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, yesterday.
A series of events, which marks the International Tiger Day, was held here yesterday. — Xinhua

— Xinhua

Alms giving festival

squatters’ rights!

A coyote is seen on the second
floor of an unfinished construction
project in West Hollywood,
California, on Tuesday.

Coyotes have taken over the
abandoned unfinished building in
the residential area. - AFP

This aerial photo shows people cooling
off at a water park amid hot weather

in Nanjing, in Jiangsu Province on
Tuesday. - AFP

Buddhist devotees worship Buddha statues to celebrate Samyak Daan festival in

Kathmandu yesterday.

— AFP




