
Tony Wong
The local government said yesterday that 

1,716 respondents, comprising individuals 
and associations, submitted their opinions 
during the 40-day public consultation held 
earlier this year on the drafting of Macau’s 
3rd Five-Year Plan. These respondents raised 
a total of 8,230 opinions.

The Policy Research and Regional 
Development Bureau (DSEPDR), the public 
entity tasked with drafting Macau’s 3rd Five-
Year Plan, made the announcement in a 
statement yesterday.

The public consultation ran from May 20 
to June 28. The bureau yesterday published 

a report summarising the opinions gathered 
during the process, with yesterday’s statement 
outlining key statistics from the report.

The Macao Special Administrative 
Region’s (MSAR) 3rd Five-Year Plan, 
officially known as the 3rd Five-Year Plan for 
Economic and Social Development, covers the 
period between 2026 and 2030. The Macau 
government has underlined its commitment to 
aligning Macau’s third five-year socioeconomic 
development plan with the nation’s 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026–2030), the full version of 
which was published by the Central People’s 
Government in March this year.

After assessing the opinions gathered 

during the 40-day public consultation, the 
local government will draw up and publish 
the final version of Macau’s 3rd Five-Year 
Plan. Afterwards, the government will begin 
implementing the plan.

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai told law-
makers last month that the local government 
was aiming to publish the final version of the 
plan in August and then start implementing it.

Yesterday’s statement noted that the 
Macau government held a total of 14 sessions 
to gather views and suggestions on the 
plan. These comprised three sessions for 
members of the general public, 10 sessions 
for representatives from various sectors of 

Macau’s civil society, and one session held in 
the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation 
Zone in Hengqin.

The local government had initially 
scheduled 11 sessions.

The statement noted that about 500 people 
attended the various sessions, 180 of whom 
spoke.

In addition to attending the sessions, 
individuals and associations submitted 
opinions through various other channels, 
including the consultation’s dedicated website, 
the Macao One Account e-government app, 
email, phone, and physical documents.

Continued on p.6
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China combines TCM with 
Western medicine in !ght 
against hepatitis

After living with hepatitis B for years, a 50-year-old 
man surnamed Zhao was rushed to the hospital with 
liver failure following a period of overwork.

– Story on p. 6

Xi urges pooling strength of overseas 
Chinese to build strong country, 
advance national rejuvenation

President Xi Jinping has urged pooling the strength of overseas 
Chinese and those who have returned to China to contribute to 
building China into a strong country and advancing national 
rejuvenation.                 –  Story on p. 7

TCM wins wider recognition in 
Portugal

Inês Ramos, a licensed acupuncturist, was once 
plagued by persistent joint pain, fever and fatigue when 
she was 13. Doctors were unable to determine the cause, 
and conventional treatments provided little relief. 

– Story on p. 12 

Macau’s 3Macau’s 3rdrd Five-Year Plan  Five-Year Plan 
consultation draws 8,230 opinions, consultation draws 8,230 opinions, 

92 pct positive: govt92 pct positive: govt

Premier Li Qiang (center), 

also a member of the 

Standing Committee of 

the Political Bureau of the 

Communist Party of China 

(CPC) Central Committee, 

visits a paraplegic 

rehabilitation center and 

talks with people left 

paraplegic by the Tangshan 

earthquake, during an 

inspection tour in Tangshan, 

Hebei Province, yesterday.

This year marks the 50th 

anniversary of the Tangshan 

earthquake, a 7.8-magnitude 

quake that struck the city 

on July 28, 1976, taking the 

lives of more than 240,000 

people and destroying 

virtually all buildings in the 

city.                  – Xinhua 

This photo taken from Small Taipa Hill earlier this year shows part of the Macau peninsula’s skyline. – Photo: Tony Wong

GENEVA – The World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) has ruled against 
Turkey in a dispute involving duties on 
imported Chinese electric cars, a report 
said yesterday.

In October 2024, Beijing lodged a complaint against 
Turkey over the imposition of an additional 40 per cent in 
customs duties on electric vehicles imported from China.

The WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) concluded 
in its report that the additional duties “are inconsistent” 
with various trade agreements dating back to 1994.

Both sides can appeal, but the appeals process has been 
jammed since late 2019 because the United States has 
blocked the nomination of judges.              – AFP

WTO sides with China 
over Turkey in electric 

car trade case



currently has no cure. Although 
many infected people have no 
obvious symptoms, the virus can 
progressively damage the liver 
and eventually lead to serious 
complications such as cirrhosis* 
and liver cancer, the statement 
underlined, advising people living 
with chronic hepatitis B to undergo 
regular medical check-ups, receive 
treatment when necessary and 
maintain healthy habits, including 
adequate sleep, a balanced diet, 
regular exercise, avoiding alcohol 
and smoking, and refraining from 
taking health supplements or 
traditional medicines of unknown 
ingredients. 

Hepatitis B testing and treatment 
services are available at health 
centres and the public Conde de 
São Januário Hospital Centre, the 
statement said, urging residents who 
require screening or follow-up care 
to visit the health centre serving 
their residential area. 

* Cirrhosis is severe scarring of 
the liver caused by long-term damage, 
leading to chronic inflammation, 
loss of normal liver function, 
and potentially life-threatening 
complications. – Gemini

Khalel Vallo
The Health Bureau (SSM) 

said in a statement on Monday 
that it held a series of community 
activities ahead of World Hepatitis 
Day, which was held yesterday, 
promoting hepatitis B prevention, 
testing and public awareness while 
encouraging residents to adopt 
healthier lifestyles. 

According to the statement, 
the activities form part of the 
government’s Healthy Macau 
Blueprint and Healthy Community 
Programme, which promotes public 
health through cross-departmental 
collaboration and partnerships with 
community organisations. 

Hepatitis B is a serious liver 
infection caused by the hepatitis 
B virus, transmitted through 
infected blood and body fluids, and 
preventable by a safe vaccine.

The campaign included a 
“Healthy Community Pop-up 
Station” programme featuring five 
routes covering 18 locations across 
the peninsula, the statement said, 
adding that consultation booths 
and interactive games were set up 
to educate residents about hepatitis 
B prevention, dispel common 
misconceptions and remind infected 
individuals of the importance of 
regular medical follow-up.

The programme also incorporated 
mental health promotion through 
a game encouraging participants 
to recognise their emotions and 
use the “Emotional Self-Check” 
self-assessment tool available 
on the Macao One Account app, 

while providing information on 
psychological support services, 
the statement noted, adding that 
more than 1,400 people took part 
in the pop-up activities, which were 
organised in conjunction with the 
Young Men’s Christian Association 
of Macau (YMCA Macau), Caritas 
Macau, the Macau Baptist Oi Kwan 
Social Service, and the Richmond 
Fellowship of Macau. 

With support from the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM), the Health 
Bureau also partnered with the 
Macau Medical Association to hold 
a World Hepatitis Day event at the 
Rotunda de Carlos da Maia Activity 
Centre, the statement said, adding 
that the event featured educational 
booth games and offered free 
anonymous hepatitis B surface 
antigen (HBsAg) rapid tests for 
Macau residents aged 18 or above 
who were unsure of their infection 
status. 

Around 200 people participated 
in the interactive activities, while 
more than 70 residents underwent 
hepatitis B screening, the statement 
highlighted. According to the 2016 
Macau Health Survey, 7.6 percent 
of Macau’s adult population tested 
positive for hepatitis B surface 
antigen, meaning approximately 
seven to eight out of every 100 
adults are infected with the hepatitis 
B virus. 

The statement said that hepatitis 
B is primarily transmitted from 
mother to child, followed by 
sexual contact and blood exposure, 
adding that chronic hepatitis B 
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Tony Wong
A 73-year-old local man suffering from chronic 

diseases is in a critical condition after being infected with 
influenza A, the Health Bureau (SSM) has announced.

According to an SSM statement on Monday night, 
the man came down with a fever, cough, runny nose, and 
muscle pain on Sunday, and self-medicated to relieve the 
symptoms.

He sought treatment at the private Kiang Wu Hospital 
on Monday as his condition worsened with shortness of 
breath. While being diagnosed and treated, he suddenly 
collapsed. He was subsequently diagnosed with influenza A 
accompanied by cardiac and respiratory arrest.

The patient was put on a ventilator and transferred to 
the intensive care unit (ICU).

He remained in a critical condition at the time of 
Monday’s statement.

The man did not travel outside Macau during the 
incubation period. He had received a seasonal influenza 
vaccination, the statement said.

A family member who lives with him had previously 
been diagnosed with influenza A. 

Man, 73, critical with in!uenza A

Image courtesy of US California’s Universal Primary Care 
Clinics

Armindo Neves
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

busted a gang of five for drug-
taking, drug trafficking and 
money laundering on Monday, 
PJ spokesman Ho Wai Lok said 
during a special press conference 
yesterday.

Ho identified the suspects as 
three Indonesians and two Filipinos 
aged between 33 and 44, surnamed 
Aditya, Suryowati, Dina, Obra 
and Gutierrez. Ho added that only 
Suryowati is unemployed, whilst 
the other four are all non-resident 
workers (NRWs).

According to Ho, the Judiciary 
Police, building on an in-depth 
investigation into a drug-taking case 
solved earlier this year, identified the 
gang’s involvement in drug-related 
criminal activities. On Monday 
morning, PJ officers arrested the 
five at three residential units on 
the peninsula and a hotel guest 
room in Cotai. Officers seized 0.35 
grams of cocaine, 108.24 grams of 
methamphetamine (“ice”), drug-
taking and packaging paraphernalia, 
ATM cards, bank passbooks, and 
2,200 patacas in cash.

Ho noted that the seized drugs 
have an estimated street value of 

around 325,000 patacas.
The investigation revealed that 

Dina and Obra were employed by 
a criminal syndicate and had been 
selling drugs to fellow nationals in 
Macau since February. Together 
with Aditya, they also assisted 
in receiving proceeds from drug 
transactions and cashing them out, 
before transferring the illicit funds 
to higher-level syndicate members 
through ATMs or by purchasing 
cryptocurrency to launder the 
money.

Furthermore, Ho said that 
Aditya, Suryowati, Dina and 
Gutierrez are drug users who had 
purchased drugs from the criminal 
syndicate. All four underwent 
urine tests, with three testing 
positive for drugs.

The Judiciary Police are 
continuing to investigate the 
specific proceeds from the drug 
sales, the payments received, 
the source of the drugs, and the 
whereabouts of accomplices who 
remain at large, Ho added.

The quintet were transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) yesterday, facing charges of 
drug taking, drug trafficking and 
money laundering. 

Police nab 5 for 
drug-taking, tra"cking & 

money laundering

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the five hooded drug suspects to a PJ van 
outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.            – Photo: Armindo Neves

SSM marks ‘World Hepatitis 
Day’ with community campaign 

promoting hepatitis B prevention 

This undated handout photo provided by the Health Bureau (SSM) on Monday shows participants being tested for hepatitis B 
during one of the community activities ahead of yesterday’s World Hepatitis Day.   
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Khalel Vallo
The “Jiuxiao Team”* from the 

Macao Polytechnic University 
(MPU) has been recommended to 
represent Macau at the upcoming 
ABU Robocon 2026 contest, 
becoming the city’s first robotics 
research team to compete in the 
event, according to a statement by 
the public university yesterday.

The statement said that the 
team was recommended by public 
broadcaster TDM to participate 
in the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting 
Union Robot Contest (ABU 
Robocon 2026), which will be held 
in Hong Kong next month.

The statement added that the 
competition will bring together 
leading university robotics teams 
from across the Asia-Pacific region 
to compete while promoting techno-
logical innovation and exchanges.

According to the statement, the 
Jiuxiao Team comprises undergrad-
uate students from the Computer 
Science and AI programmes under 
the Faculty of Applied Sciences. 
The team is supervised by lecturer 

Lyu Erli and Associate Prof. Wang 
Yapeng, the statement said, adding 
that the students were preparing 
for the competition by combining 
hardware design with AI technolo-
gies, including deep learning and 
reinforcement learning, developed 
through their coursework and 
research.

The team previously competed 
in the RoboMaster 2026 University 

League (Northeast Station) held 
in Shenyang, Liaoning Province, 
where it won second prize in the 
3V3 Combat category for non-
top-tier teams and third prize in 
the Infantry Combat event, the 
statement said, adding that it has 
also passed the mid-term evaluation 
for the bipedal robotic category 
of the National University Robot 
Contest and travelled to Jiangyin, 

Jiangsu Province earlier this month 
to compete.

The statement noted that the 
team will also undergo training at 
Shenzhen Polytechnic University 
ahead of ABU Robocon, adding 
that the contest is one of the 
most influential and largest-
scale university student robotics 
competition platforms in the Asia-
Pacific region.

As a member of the Asia-Pacific 
Broadcasting Union (ABU), TDM 
is authorised to nominate a local 
university team to represent the 
city at the international finals, the 
statement said, adding that the 
recommendation recognises the 
university’s research capabilities 
and talent development efforts.

The statement underlined that 
participation in the competition 
will strengthen technical exchanges 
with universities from other 
regions while showcasing Macau’s 
technological innovation on the 
international stage. 

* “Jiuxiao” (九霄) is a poetic 
Chinese term that translates 
literally to the “Nine Heavens” or 
the “highest reaches of the sky”. In 
Chinese mythology and classical 
cosmology, the heavens were 
believed to consist of nine distinct 
vertical layers, with “Jiuxiao” 
being the ninth and highest level. 
When used as a name for a team, it 
carries powerful symbolic meaning: 
Aiming High & Ambition; Striving 
for Excellence. – Gemini

MPU robotics team to debut at Asia-Paci!c contest

This undated handout photo provided by Macau Polytechnic University (MPU) yesterday shows the “Jiuxiao Team” and TDM 
representatives posing for a group photo at the TV station. 

Ida Cheong
The Macau Productivity and 

Technology Transfer Centre 
(CPTTM) and the Industrial 
Association of Macau co-hosted an 
“M-Mark” certification conference 
and food innovation exchange 
seminar at CPTTM headquarters in 
Zape yesterday, aiming to further 
quality enhancement and innovation 
across local industries.

The one-day event, which 
attracted representatives from 
more than 20 enterprises that either 
hold “M-Mark” certification or are 
looking to apply for it, focused 
on practical experiences with 
“M-Mark” quality certification, 
technological innovation in the 
food industry, and corporate 
transformation and upgrading.

Considering that only 208 
local enterprises have applied 
since the “M-Mark” programme 
was launched in 2018, reporters 
covering the seminar raised the 
question whether enthusiasm across 
the sector remains insufficient. 
Industrial Association of Macau 
(AIM) President Lei Si Tai replied 
that some manufacturers encounter 
operational hurdles when applying, 
while a significant number of 
businesses continue to adopt a wait-
and-see approach.

In addition, Lei acknowledged 
that public outreach remains limited. 
Existing promotional channels, 
such as bus advertisements and 
print media, have restricted 
coverage, leading to low awareness 
of the “M-Mark” logo among 
residents, Lei said, adding that 
certification organisers aim to scale 
up promotional campaigns to boost 
public recognition and acceptance 
of the mark.

He added that the domestic 
manufacturing sector requires a 

long cultivation cycle, making it 
unrealistic to rapidly expand the 
number of certified businesses in a 
short period.

During the session, CPTTM 
Senior Manager Helena Lei Hoi Lun 
introduced the scope and application 
process of the “M-Mark” product 
quality certification scheme, aiming 
to provide participating companies 
with a clearer understanding of 
eligibility requirements and official 
support measures.

The seminar featured two main 
thematic sessions: “Benchmarking 
Reference” and “Forward-Looking 
Vision”, focusing on practical experi-
ence and industry innovation trends.

In the “Benchmarking Refer-
ence” segment, representatives 
from three certified enterprises 
shared practical insights from their 
own growth journeys. They detailed 

concrete steps in applying for certi-
fication, implementing quality con-
trol, standardising production, bol-
stering brand value, and expanding 
market reach, providing actionable 
lessons for industry peers.

The “Forward-Looking Vision” 
session centred on five core concepts, 
including utilising institutional 
management to tackle workforce 
mobility challenges and exploring 
the complementary positioning 
between ISO* management systems 
and “M-Mark” certification. 

* Note: ISO is an independent, 
non-governmental international 
organisation with a membership of 
over 170 national standards bodies. 
It develops and publishes voluntary, 
consensus-based international stan-
dards across technology, manufac-
turing, business management, and 
services. – Gemini

Industrial Association of Macau President Lei Si Tai (front, right) Macau Productivity 
and Technology Transfer Centre (CPTTM) Senior Manager Helena Lei Hoi Lun 
(second from right, second row), and representatives from participating enterprises 
pose for a group photo during yesterday’s “M-Mark” certification conference and food 
innovation exchange seminar at CPTTM headquarters in Zape.   – Photo: Ida Cheong

‘M-Mark’ seminar aims to promote 
local industries’ development

Ida Cheong
Aiming to utilise land 

resources and further improve 
outdoor public parking facilities 
in the Zape district, the Transport 
Bureau (DSAT) announced in 
a statement on Monday that a 
plot near Macao Polytechnic 
University (MPU) has been 
converted into a temporary 
outdoor public carpark named the 
“Rua de Luís Gonzaga Gomes 
Public Carpark” (高美士街公共
停車場). The facility will provide 
a total of 145 parking spaces, 
comprising 42 for light vehicles 
and 103 for motorcycles.

In the first phase, the 42 light 
vehicle spaces will open to the 
public at 10:00 a.m. next Wednes-
day to help ease outdoor parking 
demand in the area. The motorcy-
cle parking zone will open imme-
diately after construction work is 
completed, the statement said.

The carpark will comprise a 
light vehicle parking zone at the 
junction of Rua de Luís Gonzaga 
Gomes and Rua de Xiamen, and 
a motorcycle parking zone located 
near MPU along Rua de Luís 
Gonzaga Gomes. Entrances and 

exits for both zones are located on 
Rua de Luís Gonzaga Gomes.

The carpark will implement 
a “free for the first 15 minutes” 
policy, followed by half-hourly 
charging increments, the statement 
said, adding that parking fees are 
split into day and night rates per 
30 minutes. For light vehicles, the 
fee is set at 3.0 patacas per half 
hour during daytime hours and 1.5 
patacas at night. For motorcycles, 
the rate is 1.0 pataca per half hour 
during the day and 50 avos at night.

The statement noted that the 
facility will rely on an electronic 
payment system supporting options 
such as MPark automatic payment, 
Macau Pass, MPay, and UnionPay 
QuickPass. Payments via cash or 
manual electronic transfer at the 
service counter will only be accepted 
during system malfunctions, and 
drivers must exit the carpark within 
15 minutes of payment.

The bureau pledged that it will 
closely monitor the operation of 
the carpark and the progress of 
remaining construction work to 
open the remaining spaces to the 
public as soon as possible, the 
statement added. 

Zape’s new temporary 
outdoor carpark provides 

145 spaces

This undated handout photo released by the Transport Bureau (DSAT) on 
Monday shows the “Rua de Luís Gonzaga Gomes Public Carpark” (高美士街公
共停車場) slated to open on August 5.
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Interview by William Chan

The Macau Tower Convention & Entertainment 
Centre is hosting “Alice’s Kitchen War,” the latest 
instalment of the “Curiouser & Curiouser” exhibition 

series. Running from July 8 to September 3 on the centre’s 
LG Floor, the exhibition reimagines the chaotic “Pig and 
Pepper” chapter from Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland.

Mel Cheong Hoi I, a featured artist in previous editions 
of the Post,* has stepped into the role of curator. She 
invited Macau installation artist Lee Chon In to transform 
the physical space. In an interview with the Post at the 
site, Cheong discussed her transition from artist to curator, 
emphasising her commitment to creating opportunities for 
local talent.

“We aim to offer more opportunities to local artists, 
uncovering their talents and presenting them to the 
public,” Cheong noted. Her background as an artist heavily 
influences her curatorial style, allowing her to approach the 
creative process with a dual perspective. Cheong explained 
that she prefers giving artists the freedom to interpret themes 
independently, stepping in with guidance only to align 
individual ideas with the broader vision.

At the centre of the installation stands a prominent three-
metre by three-metre cauldron. Suspended directly above it 
is an array of clouds and flying kitchen utensils, capturing 
the specific moment from Carroll’s story when the cook 
hurls cooking utensils and crockery across the Duchess’s 
kitchen.

Cheong emphasised that installation art allows for 
greater visitor engagement than traditional two-dimensional 
media. While print exhibitions often draw only brief visual 

passes from visitors, interactive installations encourage 
audiences to linger, explore different physical angles, and 
spend extended time experiencing the space.

Balancing Sound, Space, and Scarcity
Audioscapes present another layer of artistic 

collaboration. Unlike previous iterations that featured 
bright, child-friendly tunes, this installation incorporates a 
classical score composed by musician Kelvin Wong. Cheong 
admitted she initially hesitated, fearing the calm tempo 
might conflict with the dynamic energy of the kitchen scene. 
“I almost fell asleep listening to it during early reviews,” she 
laughed. Ultimately, she embraced the composition, viewing 
the contrast as a valuable artistic collision.

The exhibition integrates live performance alongside 
static elements. The local Route Arts Association contributes 
mime performances, featuring a cast that includes deaf and 
mute actors. Cheong noted that directing the troupe required 
minimal intervention due to their established history of 
collaboration across past projects.

Achieving a balanced presentation requires continuous 
compromise among creative elements. Cheong aimed for an 
egalitarian dynamic where no single discipline dominates 
the installation. For instance, after the team constructed 
the central cauldron, the performing artists requested that 

it remain hollow so they could step inside during routines, 
prompting adjustments to the structural design.

Financial constraints also shaped the production 
process. “As local artists, we have to balance time and 
effort constantly,” Cheong reflected. “While some parts of 
the process might not feel entirely artistic, we must take 
the time to handle them directly because budget limitations 
prevent us from outsourcing to external teams.” Despite 
these financial boundaries, Cheong expressed gratitude to 
the Macau Tower management for supporting and extending 
the exhibition series since 2019.

The exhibition is open daily with free admission. 
The Route Arts Association artistes will present mime 
performances on select Sundays –August 2 and  August 9 – 
with two sessions daily at 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Additionally, the venue hosts weekly interactive 
workshops designed for parents and children aged five to 13. 
Held on four consecutive Sundays from  July 26 to August 
9 between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on the LG Floor, these 
sessions focus on object play, narrative adaptation, physical 
exploration, and movement creation. Registration fees range 
from 150 patacas for a single parent-child session to 560 
patacas for a four-session package covering two children 
and a parent, with online registration required.

*www.macaupostdaily.com/news/18639

Macau Tower turns 
up the heat with 
‘Alice’s Kitchen War’ 
exhibition

This undated file photo shows Mel Cheong posing in front of her art 
piece, Escape from the Torrent.

Curator Mel Cheong Hoi I (third from right, standing) and artist Lee Chon In (left) pose with guests and performers 
earlier this month at the Macau Tower Convention & Entertainment Centre. – Photos provided by Cheong

The cauldron is on display on the LG floor at the 
Macau Tower Convention & Entertainment Centre.
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Armindo Neves
Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs 

announced in a statement yesterday that 
its officers seized 15 kg of bird’s nest 
at the Hengqin checkpoint on July 8.

According to the statement, on 
that day, customs officers at the 
checkpoint noticed an anomaly 
during a routine X-ray inspection of 
a single-plate vehicle from Macau 
en route to Hengqin.

Upon inspection, customs 
officers discovered a batch of 
bird’s nest concealed in a modified 
compartment behind the second 
row of the vehicle’s seats, weighing 
a net total of nearly 15 kilograms.

Zhuhai’s Customs reminded the 
public that transporting or carrying 
goods or items into the Chinese 
mainland that are prohibited, 

restricted, or subject to import 
duties – by concealing them or 
otherwise evading Customs control 
– constitutes a smuggling offence. 

Serious cases that constitute a 
criminal offence will be subject to 
criminal liability in accordance with 
the law, Customs said. 

This undated handout provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs yesterday shows 15 kg 
of bird’s nest seized by its officers at the Hengqin border checkpoint on July 8.

Gongbei Customs seizes 15 kg of bird’s nest

Review by Rui Pastorin
Every now and then, I like to 

pass by Cinematheque•Passion on 
Travessa da Paixão (戀愛巷) to see 
what’s being shown.

The cinematheque is a place 
that, in my opinion, has delivered 
many pleasant surprises in terms of 
its programming, the most recent 
of which includes the current 
screening of Hong Kong filmmaker 
Wong Kar Wai’s 1990 film “Days of 
Being Wild” until Friday.

During another quick visit 
yesterday, however, I came to 
appreciate a different aspect beyond 
watching movies there: the “Film 
Information Room”.

While it does not house a 
large collection, I found myself 
perusing the decent selection of 
books, available in both Chinese 
and English, that might not only 
be useful to those involved in or 
studying film, but people wanting 
an introduction to or with a general 
interest in movies.

There are books about 
cinematography, along with those 
related to household names such as 
Stanley Kubrick, Steven Spielberg, 
Tim Burton, Quentin Tarantino, 
and Clint Eastwood.  I also spotted 
film encyclopaedias tackling 
specific genres, with interesting 
titles like “Gun And Sword – An 
Encyclopaedia of Japanese Gangster 
Films 1955-1980”, while periodicals 
and magazines were also displayed.

While one unfortunately won’t 
be able to borrow any of the books, 
the small area is a quiet, clean and 
comfortable place that can allow for 
some deep reading. In addition to 
browsing the publications on offer, 
there is also a dedicated area to watch 
a selection of short films created by 
Macau’s very own filmmakers.

As someone with a deep love for 
films, this entire space is definitely 
something I do appreciate as it offers 
something not just for cinephiles* 
and film lovers, but also for those 
curious about films and hoping to 
garner behind the scenes knowledge.

This might be further supple-
mented through three exhibition 

areas outside the Film Information 
Room. One section, the “Behind the 
Scenes, Beyond the Frame: Exhibi-
tion of Product Design on Macao 
Film” gives a behind-the-scenes 
look through related exhibits about 
three local films: “Our Seventeen”, 
“Kissing the Ground You Walked 
On”, and “I Want to Be a Plastic 
Chair”, with the showcase ending 
its near year-long run on Friday. 
The other sections are meanwhile 
dedicated to filmmaking and still 

photography.
Altogether, the public doesn’t 

only have a chance to watch a film, 
but learn about the craft behind it 
through books and exhibits, going 
beyond the movies.

One can visit both the film 
information room and the exhibition 
areas from Tuesday to Sunday from 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

*A cinephile is a person with a 
deep, passionate love for cinema 
and the art of filmmaking. - Gemini

This photo shows part of a collection of books displayed in the “Film Information 
Room” of Cinematheque•Passion on Travessa da Paixão (戀愛巷).    
       – Photos: Rui Pastorin

The “Behind the Scenes, Beyond the Frame: Exhibition of Product Design on Macao 
Film” is on display on the ground floor of Cinematheque•Passion

Cinematheque•Passion: looking 
beyond movies

Tony Wong
Prof. Zhang Jianguo’s 

orthopaedic specialist team from 
Peking Union Medical College 
Hospital (PUMCH) in Beijing 
recently visited Macau. Partnering 
with the medical team at the Macao 
Union Hospital, they successfully 
performed highly complex spinal 
deformity correction surgeries on 
two patients with severe scoliosis, 
the Macao Union Hospital said in 
a statement yesterday.

Scoliosis is a medical condition 
characterised by an abnormal 
lateral (sideways) curvature of the 
spine, most often forming an “S” 
or “C” shape.

The statement said that this 
marks a new milestone in Macau’s 
medical service capabilities in the 
fields of complex spinal deformity 
correction and high-risk surgical 
procedures.

The large-scale healthcare 
complex in south Cotai is officially 
known as Islands Healthcare 
Complex – Macao Medical Centre 
of Peking Union Medical College 
Hospital (CMM-PUMCH). Infor-
mally, it is known as “Hip Woh” 
(“Harmony”). It is jointly operated 
by the internationally renowned 
Peking Union Medical College 
Hospital in Beijing and the Macau 
government thanks to the Central 
People’s Government’s support.

“Islands” is the official term 
referring to Taipa, Coloane and 
Cotai.

The statement said that both 
patients presented with complex 
and severe deformities. The first 
was a 22-year-old female with 
adult idiopathic scoliosis featuring 
a spinal curvature angle as high 
as 60 degrees. Due to a lack of 
standardised treatment over a 
prolonged period, the scoliosis 
had caused noticeable lower back 
pain and affected her physical 
appearance, severely impacting her 
daily life. The second patient was a 
16-year-old female with adolescent 
idiopathic scoliosis, whose spinal 
curvature angle reached 50 degrees, 
accompanied by marked dorsal 
deformity and pain symptoms.

“Idiopathic” means “of 
unknown course”. 

According to the statement, 
Prof. Zhang, the lead orthopaedic 

specialist from PUMCH, pointed 
out that a spinal curvature angle 
exceeding 40 degrees meets 
the criteria for surgery. In adult 
patients, because the skeleton is 
already fully mature, the scoliotic 
tissue becomes extremely rigid 
with poor flexibility. Unplanned or 
forced correction carries a high risk 
of overstretching the spinal cord 
nerves, which can lead to paralysis 
of the lower limbs. Furthermore, a 
larger curvature angle increases 
the risk of complications, making 
an experienced surgical team 
essential for corrective treatment.

The statement underlined that 
in terms of equipment and material 
support, the Macao Union Hospital 
strictly adhered to PUMCH’s 
clinical standards. Extremely 
thorough preparations were made 
for everything from implantable 
corrective screws and bone graft 
materials to orthopaedic instruments, 
haemostatic consumables, sutures, 
and dressings.

During the operations, the 
team utilised neurophysiological 
monitoring technology to track real-
time changes in the patients’ spinal 
nerve signals. If any abnormal 
signal fluctuations occurred, the 
team could immediately identify the 
cause and make timely adjustments 
to avoid nerve damage, ensuring 
surgical precision and safety.

The statement said that both 
patients were able to get out of 
bed and walk on the day following 
their operations, making good 
progress. They were expected to 
be discharged within a week and 
be able to fully resume normal 
physical activities and sport after 
six months. The success of these 
surgeries relied not only on an 
experienced interdisciplinary 
medical team, but also on the 
seamless coordination and close 
synergy of medical resources 
between Macau and Beijing.

The statement underlined that 
the Macao Union Hospital will 
continue to leverage the brand and 
technical strengths of PUMCH 
to provide higher-quality, top-tier 
medical services for Macau residents 
and those from surrounding regions, 
fulfilling its vision of “ensuring 
serious illnesses are treated without 
leaving Macau”. 

This undated handout photo released yesterday shows Professor Zhang Jianguo 
(left) from Peking Union Medical College Hospital performing a spinal deformity 
correction surgery at the Macao Union Hospital.    – Photo: Macao Union Hospital.

Macao Union Hospital 
perform 2 ‘complex’ 

spinal surgeries
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Analysis
BEIJING – After living with 

hepatitis B for years, a 50-year-old 
man surnamed Zhao was rushed 
to the hospital with liver failure 
following a period of overwork.

Through a combination of 
Chinese and Western medicine, 
the patient received treatments to 
protect the liver, fight the virus, 
and improve blood clotting. After a 
month, Zhao was discharged from 
the hospital and resumed regular 
physical activities.

Zhao’s recovery reflects a 
growing trend in China, where 
hospitals are increasingly combining 
traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) 
with Western medicine to treat viral 
hepatitis and prevent its progression.

The integrated approach has gained 
renewed attention as China marked 
World Hepatitis Day yesterday.

Viral hepatitis, especially 
hepatitis B and C, remains a major 
public health concern worldwide. 
Without timely antiviral treatment, 
chronic hepatitis may advance 
progressively to cirrhosis or liver 
cancer. To address the challenge, 
the World Health Organization 
aims to eliminate viral hepatitis as 
a public health threat by 2030.

The latest official data show 
that China is estimated to have 
about 75 million people living with 
chronic hepatitis B virus infection. 
In response, China has made 
steady progress through expanding 
vaccination coverage, controlling 
new hepatitis B virus infections 
and preventing and treating 
hepatitis B-related liver cancer.

Amid the country’s fight 
against viral hepatitis, TCM has 
been playing an increasingly 
significant role, with relevant 
clinical guidelines addressing the 

value of traditional therapies.
“Western medicine is highly 

effective at suppressing viral 
replication, while TCM offers 
unique advantages in relieving 
symptoms, protecting liver function 
and slowing liver fibrosis,” said 
Wang Yichen, an attending physician 
with the department of hepatology 
at Xiyuan Hospital under the China 
Academy of Chinese Medical 
Sciences (CACMS).

Zhang Yinqiang, chief physician 
of the same department, said TCM’s 
strengths lie in its holistic approach 
and individualized treatment based 
on patients’ overall conditions.

According to Zhang, TCM 
therapies can help alleviate 
symptoms such as fatigue, abdominal 
distension, and discomfort in the rib 
area, while also assisting in managing 
complications such as ascites.

Besides, TCM stresses the 
role of lifestyle adjustments in 
improving liver health, ranging 
from ensuring high-quality sleep 
to relieving emotional stress. 
Practices such as dietary therapy 
and moderate exercise are also 
common in TCM therapies.

This complementary approach 
has resulted in steady gains in 
curbing the major transmission 
routes in China. The transmission 
of hepatitis A and E through 
contaminated food and water 
has been effectively controlled, 
while transmission of hepatitis B 
and C through blood transfusions 
has been largely eliminated. The 
country is also making headway 
toward eliminating mother-to-
child transmission of hepatitis B.

In addition, an action plan for 
preventing and controlling viral 
hepatitis from 2025 to 2030 calls 
for further improving integrated 

diagnosis and treatment, refining 
TCM clinical protocols and exploring 
TCM-based health management.

Currently, many medical 
institutions have launched free 
hepatitis B and C screening 
programs, public consultations and 
health education campaigns.

At the Xiyuan Hospital under the 
CACMS in Beijing, doctors have 
introduced auricular acupressure 
– a TCM therapy that stimulates 
specific points on the ear – to help 
patients with hepatitis relieve 
insomnia during a free consultation 
event. Meanwhile, in Jiangxi 
Province, a hospital is providing 
free hepatitis screening, along with 
TCM constitution assessments and 
personalized wellness guidance.

“Preventing and treating viral 
hepatitis is a shared responsibility 
across society,” said Li Minghui, 
director of the liver disease center 
at Beijing Ditan Hospital affiliated 
with Capital Medical University.

Coordinated prevention and 
treatment will help lay a solid 
foundation for eliminating viral 
hepatitis as a public health threat, 
Li added.

Beyond hepatitis, China has 
promoted further integration of TCM 
and Western medicine in more fields. 
For example, guidelines for cancer 
prevention and control issued in 2023 
advocate establishing an integrative 
cancer care network combining these 
two types of medicine.

Further efforts are also 
underway. In a new five-year plan 
for TCM development issued last 
week, the country has vowed to build 
more flagship hospitals in TCM and 
Western medicine integration and 
develop collaborative approaches to 
disease treatment and rehabilitation.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – China aims to 
ensure that all residents can access 
high-quality traditional Chinese 
medicine (TCM) services within 
a 15-minute journey from their 
homes over the next five years, a 
senior health official said yesterday.

China recently issued an action 
plan to strengthen TCM services 
at the grassroots level, aiming to 
improve service accessibility to 
meet people’s needs for TCM care.

“The plan is not only a 
foundational step in advancing 
the Healthy China initiative and 
revitalizing TCM at the grassroots 
level, but also a concrete measure 
to accelerate the development of a 
tiered healthcare delivery system,” 
said Meng Qingbin, an official of 
the National Administration of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine.

He noted that the implementation 
of the plan will channel more high-
quality medical resources to primary 
healthcare institutions, strengthen 
their capacity to diagnose and treat 
common, frequently occurring and 
chronic diseases, and enable residents 
to access comprehensive, life-cycle 
healthcare services close to home.

The plan outlines seven key 
initiatives and 25 major tasks, covering 
areas such as optimizing grassroots 

TCM service networks, improving 
service capacity, and expanding the 
grassroots TCM workforce.

By 2030, the plan aims to 
ensure broader access to TCM 
services, with a focus on improving 
the service capacity of county-
level TCM hospitals. It also seeks 
to promote the application of 
TCM techniques and raise public 
awareness of TCM health culture.

The plan also specifies measures 
to strengthen TCM clinical 
departments in non-TCM medical 
institutions and encourage and 
regulate the participation of private 
sectors in delivering TCM services 
at the primary level.

It calls for each county-level 
TCM hospital to establish at least 
two specialty departments with 
distinctive TCM strengths. It 
supports the development of smart, 
county-level shared service centers 
for Chinese herbal medicine and 
outlines measures to expand the 
grassroots TCM workforce.

The document was jointly issued 
by 11 government departments, 
including the National Administration 
of Traditional Chinese Medicine, the 
National Health Commission and the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission.                 – Xinhua

China combines TCM with Western medicine 
in !ght against hepatitis

China aims to bring quality TCM 
services within 15-minute reach

Rui Pastorin
Macau can expect rain and 

unstable weather today and 
tomorrow, the Macao Meteorological 
and Geophysical Bureau (SMG) 
announced in a statement yesterday, 
citing the influence of an active low-
pressure trough.

According to the statement, 
showers and thunderstorms are 
expected today and early tomorrow, 
noting that they might be “heavy 
at times”. The bureau warned 
members of the public to be on the 
lookout for abrupt weather changes, 
as well as to “beware of flooding 
caused by continuous rainfall”.

Looking at the bureau’s seven-
day forecast, thundery showers 
are forecast to continue from this 
Friday through next Monday, 
along with showers next Tuesday.

Macau also experienced 
inclement weather over the 
weekend. Heavy showers hit Macau 
early on Monday morning, with a 
statement by the bureau noting that 
the sixth “Red Rainstorm Warning 

Signal” of the year was issued on 
that day as the residual circulation 
of the weakened Typhoon Noul 
brought strong, persistent “train-
effect” rainbands to the area.

On Monday, the bureau 
successively issued the Yellow 

Rainstorm Warning and Red 
Rainstorm Warning within 25 minutes 
of the storm’s arrival, with Taipa 
recording the heaviest rain at 57.6 mm 
in an hour. All rainstorm warnings 
were lifted at 9:45 a.m. after four 
hours and 35 minutes on Monday. 

Tourists walk up and down the steps of the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Ruins of 
St. Paul’s after a recent downpour.    – Photo taken earlier this month by Rui Pastorin

Thunderstorms, showers forecast 
for today & tomorrow 

Macau’s 3rd Five-Year Plan 
consultation draws 8,230 

opinions, 92 pct positive: govt
Continued from p.1

According to the bureau, these 
participation numbers represent 2.2 
times the number of respondents and 
2.6 times the total opinions recorded 
during the public consultation for 
the drafting of Macau’s 2nd Five-
Year Plan (2021–2025).

Of the 1,716 sets of feedback, 
1,191 were raised by individuals and 
associations during the consultation 
sessions and through the official 
channels; 277 were submitted by 
individuals on social media platforms 
and online forums, which were 
subsequently gathered by the bureau 
through web mining*; and 248 came 
from commentaries and articles 
published in news media outlets.

The statement noted that 
positive views accounted for 92.1 
percent of the total feedback, 

while neutral and negative views 
accounted for 6.9 percent and 1.0 
percent, respectively.

Regarding topics of interest, 
21.6 percent of opinions focused on 
safeguarding and improving residents’ 
well-being, 16.0 percent addressed 
Macau’s appropriate economic 
diversification drive, and 13.3 percent 
pertained to the development of 
the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth 
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin. 

* Web mining is the application 
of data mining techniques to 
automatically discover, extract, 
and analyse information from web 
documents, structures, and user 
services. It enables organisations to 
uncover hidden patterns, evaluate 
website usage, and extract useful 
insights from vast amounts of online 
content. – Gemini

Attendees of the 2026 APEC Ministerial Meeting on Forestry examine a drone in a 
robotics zone in Shenzhen yesterday, the final day of the two-day event.        – Xinhua
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BEIJING – President Xi Jinping held talks 
with Slovak President Peter Pellegrini in Beijing 
yesterday.

China stands ready to join hands with 
Slovakia in forging a strategic partnership that 
features mutual respect and trust, equality and 
mutual benefit, as well as stability and resilience, 
Xi told Pellegrini, who is on a state visit to China.

Xi stressed that mutual respect for each other’s 
development paths and a firm commitment 
to friendship and cooperation have been the 
foundation for the sound and rapid growth of 
China-Slovakia relations.

China commends Slovakia for upholding the 
one-China principle and will continue to work 
with Slovakia to accommodate each other’s core 
interests and major concerns, he said.

He called on the two countries to tap the 
potential for collaboration in emerging sectors 
and frontier fields, including clean energy, 
digital economy, robotics and AI, to create new 
highlights in bilateral cooperation.

The two sides should broaden cooperation in 
culture, sports, tourism, youth and subnational 
exchanges, and make it easier for people to travel 
between the two countries, he said.

Xi said China and Slovakia should safeguard 
the UN-centered international system and the 
international order underpinned by international 
law, jointly promote an equal and orderly 

multipolar world and a universally beneficial and 
inclusive economic globalization, and contribute 
to building a community with a shared future for 
humanity.

China has always viewed the EU as a partner 
and develops its ties with the EU with sincerity 
and goodwill, Xi said, calling on Slovakia to play 
a constructive role in promoting the sound and 
steady growth of China-EU relations.

Noting that Slovakia values the strategic 
partnership with China, Pellegrini expressed the 
expectation for more outcomes in cooperation in 
economy and trade, AI, digital economy, robotics 
and new energy. He added that Slovakia welcomes 
more Chinese enterprises to invest there.

As an EU member state, Slovakia is willing 
to actively promote cooperation between the 
EU and China and the proper settlement of 
differences through dialogue and consultation, 
said Pellegrini.

Slovakia is willing to work with China to 
uphold multilateralism, safeguard the purposes 
of the UN Charter and international law, and 
promote regional and world peace and stability, 
he said, adding that his country is willing to 
closely coordinate with China to strengthen 
global governance of AI.

Prior to the talks, Xi held a welcome ceremony 
for Pellegrini. A welcome banquet was also held 
for him around noon.          – Xinhua

BEIJING – President Xi 
Jinping has urged pooling the 
strength of overseas Chinese and 
those who have returned to China 
to contribute to building China into 
a strong country and advancing 
national rejuvenation.

Xi, also general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) Central Committee and 
chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, made the remarks in 
an instruction on work related to 
Chinese nationals overseas.

Xi called for fully implementing 
the Party’s policies on work related 
to Chinese nationals overseas and 
encouraging overseas Chinese, as 
well as returned overseas Chinese 
and their families, to leverage their 
unique strengths in support of the 
cause of national reunification.

The national conference on work 
related to Chinese nationals overseas 
was held in Beijing between Monday 
and yesterday, during which Xi’s 
instruction was conveyed.

Wang Huning, a member of 
the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee and chairman of the 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC), attended the 
conference and delivered a speech.

Xi’s instruction sets the 
direction and provides important 
guidance for work related to 
Chinese nationals overseas on the 
new journey in the new era, Wang 
said, urging efforts to promote the 
high-quality development in the 
field in the new era.

More than 60 million Chinese 
residing in nearly 200 countries and 

regions, together with over 40 million 
returned overseas Chinese and their 
family members in China, have 
helped drive China’s development 
while promoting Chinese culture and 
deepening international exchanges 
and cooperation.

CONSISTENT CARE 
AND SUPPORT

Xi has placed great importance 
on work related to Chinese 
nationals overseas.

During an inspection tour of 
the city of Shantou in October 
2020, he visited a museum 
dedicated to qiaopi – letters and 
remittance documents sent home 
by overseas Chinese. The city 
in Guangdong Province is one 
of the country’s most important 
hometowns of overseas Chinese, 
with about 15 million people and 
their descendants tracing their 
roots there.

“China’s reform, opening up 
and development would not have 
been possible without the many 
overseas Chinese who have always 
cared deeply about their homeland 
and motherland,” Xi said after 
hearing the curator’s introduction.

Patriotism and attachment 
to their homeland are defining 
characteristics of overseas Chinese, 
Xi said. Despite enduring hardship 
and struggling to build new lives 
abroad, they have continued 
to care about their hometowns 
and families after establishing 
themselves in their countries of 
residence.

Recognizing overseas Chinese 
as an important force in national 
rejuvenation, the CPC Central 

Committee has, over the years, 
strengthened and improved work 
related to Chinese nationals 
overseas. Through institutional 
reforms, a mechanism for 
collaboration on work related to 
Chinese nationals overseas has 
been improved.

Authorities across China 
have integrated support for 
overseas Chinese with major 
national strategies in areas such as 
education, science and technology, 
talent development, innovation-
driven growth and coordinated 
regional development, while 
encouraging greater contributions 
of overseas Chinese capital, 
expertise and talent.

Concrete measures include 
providing stronger services and 
support for overseas Chinese-
invested businesses, developing 
industrial clusters, and establishing 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
bases for overseas Chinese.

Overseas Chinese entrepreneurs 
have also been encouraged to 
contribute to China’s high-quality 
economic development, while 
overseas Chinese communities 
have been mobilized to take an 
active part in high-quality Belt and 
Road cooperation.

“Overseas Chinese should draw 
on their strengths and resources 
to help facilitate exchanges and 
cooperation between their countries 
of residence and China in various 
fields,” Xi once said, calling on 
them to better integrate into and 
contribute to local communities 
and make new contributions to 
world peace and development.

– Xinhua

Xi holds talks with Slovak president in Beijing

Xi urges pooling strength of overseas 
Chinese to build strong country, advance 

national rejuvenation
BEIJING – The Ministry of 

Commerce (MOC) yesterday 
released a document titled “China’s 
Position on the So-called Excess 
Capacity Issue.”

This document was issued to 
clarify relevant facts and elaborate 
on China’s policy stance on the 
so-called excess capacity issue, 
according to the ministry.

The document said that the rapid 
development of China’s modern 
industries is driven by innovation. 
The stable and healthy operation 
of Chinese industries relies on the 
continuous deepening of reforms.

In recent years, the international 
economic and trade landscape has 
undergone profound changes, with 
intensified competition among 
major countries, the document said. 
Certain countries and economies 
have rising concerns about their 
industrial competitiveness and 
market positions, politicizing 
economic and trade issues by hyping 
the so-called “excess capacity” 
problem in China, accusing Chinese 
production capacity of disrupting 
global markets, and using this as 
a pretext to escalate restrictive 
measures against China, thereby 
intensifying protectionism.

Engaging in protectionism only 
disrupts the global economic and 
trade order, undermines the security 
and stability of global industrial 
and supply chains, hampers the 
healthy and orderly development 
of industrial cooperation, and poses 
long-term risks to world economic 
growth, it said.

The document pointed out that 
there is no inherent connection 
between industrial subsidies and excess 
capacity, and that major countries 

should set an example by ensuring 
compliance with subsidy rules; large 
export volumes and trade surpluses do 
not equate to excess capacity.

China’s export growth stems not 
only from economies of scale and 
improved innovation capabilities 
but also from the green transition 
and industrialization needs of 
various countries.

Global economic imbalance is a 
historical norm with complex causes, 
involving market factors such 
as savings-investment structures 
and the industrial and supply-
chain division of labor, as well as 
institutional factors, including the 
international financial system and 
macro-policy interactions.

The notion that “China’s 
insufficient domestic demand 
causes excess capacity” does not 
accord with the facts – China is not 
only a manufacturing powerhouse 
but also a major consumer, and not 
only the “world factory” but also a 
“world market.”

China’s modernization of 
industrial development represents 
not “China Shock 2.0” but “China 
Opportunity 2.0” for the world, 
according to the document.

All parties should adhere to the 
principle of mutual benefit and win-
win cooperation, promote common 
development, respect market rules, 
strengthen policy coordination, 
expand market openness, create 
cooperative opportunities, uphold 
multilateralism, and work together 
to build a more just and reasonable 
international economic order, jointly 
fostering an open and inclusive 
global industrial and supply chain 
cooperation framework, it added.

– Xinhua

China releases 
document on so-called 

excess capacity issue

President Xi Jinping (right) poses with Slovak President Peter Pellegrini, who is on a state visit to 
China, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.                  – Xinhua 
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TOKYO – Dozens of people 
were feared trapped in a shopping 
mall in Japan yesterday after a major 
earthquake toppled buildings, sparked 
fires and reportedly killed one person 
and injured more than 100.

Private broadcaster TBS 
reported that a “considerable 
number” of people were feared 
dead inside the mall in the town of 
Kashima after the fire brigade said 
that the second floor collapsed in 
the 7.1-magnitude tremor.

Emergency services earlier said 
“many people” were trapped inside 
the building.

Public broadcaster NHK cited 
police sources as saying that 
between 20 and 30 employees could 
not be contacted, showing footage 
of emergency vehicles with flashing 
red lights outside.

Police told AFP they could not 
confirm any fatalities inside the 
building. Kyodo News reported 
that four people had been taken to 
hospital, all of them conscious.

Multiple people were also 
believed to be unaccounted for at a 
factory in Yatsushiro city where the 
top of a chimney fell down, NHK 
reported, citing sources.

One person was killed when a 
house collapsed during the quake, 
Kyodo reported.

NHK aired footage from elsewhere 
in the southwestern Kumamoto region 
on Kyushu island showing several 
blazes, damaged bridges, a derailed 
cargo train and a number of houses 
threatening to topple over.

Chiharu Hara, a 35-year-old 
recruitment agent who was in 
Kumamoto, told AFP that she was 
“terrified” when the quake struck.

“The office swayed violently side-
to-side. I was afraid it would collapse. 
Everyone panicked,” Hara said.

The tremor at 4:27 p.m. [local 
time] had a magnitude of 7.1, the 
Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) 
said, but reached the highest level of 
seven on Japan’s Shindo scale.

The US Geological Survey put 
the magnitude at 6.8.

A succession of aftershocks 
followed, including one with a 
magnitude of 6.1 at 5:08 p.m.

Hundreds of earthquakes strike 
Japan every year, but the vast 
majority cause little damage.

Power outages, fires
Many roads were closed and 

high-speed shinkansen train services 
were suspended in the region affected 
by yesterday’s quake. Kumamoto 
airport was closed for several hours 
before re-opening in the evening.

Two hospitals reported taking 
in at least 50 injured patients each, 
NHK said.

“People are coming in with burns 
and fractures from being trapped under 
objects due to the earthquake, and 
ambulances are constantly bringing 
in injured people,” NHK quoted one 
hospital employee as saying.

“Inside the hospital, there are water 
leaks and electrical system failures.”

The broadcaster also said that 
around 10 people were hurt at a 
nursing home for the elderly.

“Human casualties, building 
collapses, road damage, fires... have 
been confirmed so far,” Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi said on X, adding there 
were also “water and power outages”.

The Japanese military has 
mobilised 3,600 personnel for 
disaster relief operations and sent 20 

aircraft to assess the damage from 
the air, the defence minister said.

The JMA initially issued a 
tsunami alert, but withdrew it at 
around 6:10 p.m.

Unverified footage shared on 
social media showed parts of a wall 
at the centuries-old Kumamoto 
Castle collapsing.

No immediate abnormalities were 
recorded at nuclear power plants, the 
Nuclear Regulation Authority said.

About 45,000 households 
and facilities had no power in the 
Kumamoto region, according to 
local utility Kyushu Electric Power.

The firm said three nuclear 
reactors operating in the region at 
the time were functioning normally.

‘Ring of Fire’
A local NHK staffer wearing a 

helmet reported live on air that the 
shaking was continuing around half 
an hour after the quake, with the 
newsroom rocking so violently that 
it was difficult to remain standing.

“Including myself, there may be 
some people who feel their hearts 
racing,” the staffer said.

Kumamoto was hit by two 
devastating earthquakes in 2016 - 
one of magnitude 6.5, followed two 
days later by one of magnitude 7.3 - 
which killed 273 people and injured 
more than 2,800.

Japan is one of the world’s most 
seismically active countries, sitting 
on top of four major tectonic plates 
along the western edge of the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire”.

The archipelago, home to 
around 125 million people, typically 
experiences hundreds of jolts every 
year and accounts for about 18 
percent of the world’s earthquakes.

The vast majority are mild, 
although the damage they cause 
varies according to their location 
and the depth below the Earth’s 
surface at which they strike.

Japan is haunted by the memory 
of a massive 9.0-magnitude undersea 
quake in 2011, which triggered a 
tsunami that killed or left missing 
around 18,500 people and wrecked 
the Fukushima nuclear plant.  – AFP

The collapsed stone walls of Kumamoto Castle are seen after an earthquake, in 
Kumamoto City, Japan yesterday.                 – AFP

TOKYO – An overly 
enthusiastic Japanese musician has 
been arrested after allegedly giving 
his elderly neighbours insomnia for 
more than seven years with his loud 
guitar playing, police said yesterday.

Kyoto resident Kazunori 
Yokoi, 61, has allegedly been 
rocking out on his dozens of 
guitars and playing his radio at 
loud volume day and night since 
2019, a local police officer told 
AFP, declining to be named.

This caused three neighbours 
in their 60s to their 80s to 
suffer from sleep deprivation 
and depression, while a fourth 
developed a constant ringing in 
the ears known as tinnitus.

A string of official warnings 
failed to change his behaviour, but the 
four neighbours finally gave police 
sufficient grounds to arrest him on 
assault charges, the official said.

Police seized over 40 guitars 
– many electric – from Yokoi’s 
residence, along with CD and radio 
cassette players and amplifiers.

Investigators measured noise 
levels of over 80 decibels in the 
neighbourhood, which the city 
says is roughly as loud as being 
inside a moving train.

“It was awful because all kinds 
of sounds were jumbled together 
all day,” Kyodo News quoted one 
long-suffering neighbour in his 
60s as saying.    – AFP

MELBOURNE – Researchers 
in Australia have launched a major 
upgrade to an online platform that 
allows scientists, marine managers and 
the public to track the health of reefs 
inside marine protected areas (MPAs).

The major upgrade to the 
immersive Reef Life Explorer 
platform allows users to explore 
decades of ecological change across 
protected reefs in Australia and 
worldwide, according to a statement 
released yesterday by Australia’s 
University of Tasmania (UTAS).

The upgrade, developed by 
the UTAS Institute for Marine and 
Antarctic Studies, Parks Australia 

and Reef Life Survey, brings together 
one of the world’s largest collections 
of independent underwater reef 
monitoring data into a single 
interactive tool, the statement said.

The new platform enables users 
to directly compare ecological trends 
inside and outside protected areas using 
a standardized approach, showing how 
reef ecosystems respond to protection 
over time, it said, adding that Australia 
has designated more than half of its 
Exclusive Economic Zone as MPAs.

“These insights help us make more 
informed management decisions 
and evaluate whether conservation 
measures are delivering positive 

outcomes for reef communities,” said 
Shaun Barclay, who heads marine 
and island parks at Parks Australia.

The launch comes as countries, 
including Australia, work toward the 
global goal of protecting 30 percent 
of the world’s oceans by 2030 under 
the Global Biodiversity Framework.

Researchers said the platform 
draws on more than 36,000 
underwater surveys conducted across 
4,800 shallow reef sites worldwide, 
and provides data on 21 ecological 
indicators, including populations of 
sharks and rays, crown-of-thorns 
starfish, sea urchins and other species 
of conservation concern.      – Xinhua

KUALA LUMPUR – Rights 
group Amnesty International voiced 
concern yesterday after Malaysian 
police detained more than 100 
Rohingya asylum seekers at a UN 
facility in Kuala Lumpur.

The group had travelled by bus 
to the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) compound in 
the capital early Monday, after being 
threatened with eviction from their 
informal settlement in northern Penang 
state the previous day, according to 
local media reports and UNHCR.

Police rounded up 110 men, 
women and children and transported 
them by truck to national police 
headquarters on Monday night, before 
moving them yesterday to a “location 
designated by a non-governmental 

organisation” elsewhere in the capital, 
authorities said.

“Malaysia cannot build a credible 
refugee protection system while 
simultaneously treating refugees as 
people to be rounded up, detained, and 
removed,” Amnesty International’s 
Malaysia branch said.

“Refugees and asylum seekers 
should be treated with dignity and in 
accordance with their human rights, 
as people who need protection,” it 
added.

UNHCR said it supported 
dialogue among stakeholders to find 
longer-term solutions to Malaysia’s 
refugee challenges.

The Rohingya, Myanmar’s 
mostly Muslim persecuted minority, 
face mounting pressure in Malaysia, 

including an online campaign that 
rights advocates say is fuelling 
xenophobia and intimidation.

Malaysia currently hosts more 
than 215,000 refugees and asylum 
seekers registered with UNHCR.

Of these, more than 126,000 are 
Rohingya who fled persecution in 
Myanmar, making them Malaysia’s 
largest refugee community.

Despite sheltering one of Southeast 
Asia’s biggest refugee populations, 
Malaysia has not signed the 1951 
Refugee Convention and does not 
formally recognise refugee status.

According to the UNHCR, this 
leaves Rohingyas in Malaysia exposed 
to arrest, detention and deportation, 
and with limited access to work, 
schooling and healthcare.      – AFP

This picture taken on Monday and released by North Korea’s official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) via KNS yesterday North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un (centre) salutes during a march-past commemorating the 73rd anniversary 
of the Korean War armistice in Pyongyang on Monday.      – AFP

Dozens feared trapped in quake-hit Japan mall

Australia launches upgraded reef platform 
to track reef health worldwide

Amnesty condemns Malaysia for detaining 
Rohingya asylum seekers ZZ Stop: Japanese man arrested 

for years of guitar noise
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JAKARTA – ASEAN foreign 
ministers have expressed concern 
over escalating tensions in the Middle 
East and the growing threat posed by 
transnational online scams, calling 
for stronger regional cooperation, 
ASEAN Secretary-General Kao 
Kim Hourn said yesterday.

Speaking at the ASEAN 
Secretariat in South Jakarta, Kao said 
the ministers held frank discussions on 
geopolitical rivalry, regional security 
and developments in the Middle East 
during their annual retreat in Manila.

The ministers later issued a 
joint statement calling for dialogue, 
expressing concern over the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and 
reaffirming the need to protect civilians 
in accordance with international law.

Kao said the ministers also agreed 
to strengthen coordination through 
ASEAN-led security mechanisms 
to mitigate the impact of the conflict 
on Southeast Asia, particularly on 
energy and food security, supply 
chains and the safety of ASEAN 
nationals in the region.

The ministers also identified 
online scams and transnational 
organized crime as pressing regional 
challenges, warning that increasingly 
sophisticated criminal networks had 
fueled human trafficking, money 
laundering and the misuse of digital 
technologies across borders.

“This is an issue that is affecting 
all of us now, and there is a need 
to strengthen regional cooperation, 
both within ASEAN and between 
ASEAN and its external partners,” 
Kao said.  – Xinhua

COLOMBO – Sri Lanka 
announced yesterday it was pressing 
ahead with plans to raise judges’ 
retirement age, a move opposed 
by the country’s powerful bar 
association fearing it was designed 
to benefit the chief justice.

The government says the 
proposed changes, which still require 
a vote in parliament where the 
administration commands a majority, 
are meant to clear a backlog of 1.1 
million pending cases, denying any 
link to the top judge.

Government spokesman Nalinda 
Jayatissa said the cabinet decided on 
Monday to amend the constitution 
to raise the mandatory retirement 
age of Supreme Court judges by two 
years to 67.

Judges of the Court of Appeal 
would see their retirement age 
increased from 63 to 65, while lower 
court judges would also receive a 

two-year extension beyond their 
current retirement age of 60.

Jayatissa said the reforms also 
included increasing the number of 
courthouses.

He added that the recruitment 
of judges had also fallen below 
expectations, with only 35 magistrates 
recently appointed to fill 50 vacancies.

Official records show that cases 
in primary courts often drag on for 
decades.

The influential Bar Association 
of Sri Lanka has opposed the 
reforms, describing them as a covert 
attempt to extend the tenure of Chief 
Justice Preethi Padman Surasena, 
who is due to retire in November.

Critics argue Surasena has been 
friendly to the administration of 
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, 
a claim the government denies.

The proposed reforms require a 
two-thirds majority in parliament, 

which the government currently 
commands. The process could take 
about two months.

A former president of the bar 
association, Saliya Peiris, warned that 
the proposed move would backfire 
on the government, which came to 
power on a pledge to end corruption 
and restore the rule of law.

“This will taint the legacy of 
President Dissanayake, who will 
then join the list of other presidents 
who unashamedly attempted to 
tamper with the independence of 
the judiciary, only to find that their 
actions led to their own downfall,” 
Peiris told reporters in Colombo on 
Monday.

In 2013, then president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa impeached his chief 
justice Shirani Bandaranayake under 
controversial circumstances and went 
on to lose an election two years later.

– AFP

NEW DELHI – India’s 
government proposed yesterday 
longer jail terms and heftier fines for 
examination paper leaks, seeking 
to restore confidence after youth-
led protests focused on education 
reforms rocked the country.

Under the proposed legal 
change submitted to parliament, 
the maximum prison term for those 
involved in paper leaks would be 
doubled to 10 years, while fines 
could exceed US$1 million and court 
proceedings would be fast-tracked.

The legislative push follows 
weeks of protests over exam paper 
leaks and other irregularities, which 
culminated in the resignation of 
education minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan last week.

The protests, spearhead by 
the online Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) movement, drew massive 
support from young students 
across the country and presented a 
major challenge to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government.

The proposed amendments 
reaffirm “this government’s deep 
commitment to safeguard the 
welfare of the students and the youth 
of this country”, senior minister 
Jitendra Singh told the lower house 

of the parliament.
The changes that will be put to 

vote seek to make the law “more 
stringent and to ensure speedy 
justice”, Singh said, “so that the 
credibility of all these exams gets 
enhanced and gets reinstated”.

During the heated debate in 
the lower house of parliament, the 
opposition accused the government 
of involvement in repeated paper 
leaks and failure to effectively apply 
the existing law to curb it.

“We refuse to let the government 
convert its involvement into a 
certificate of innocence” by passing 
the amendments, opposition 
lawmaker Abhishek Banerjee said.

The parliament reconvened 
last week for its monsoon session, 
with the first few days repeatedly 
disrupted by opposition lawmakers 
seeking accountability over a police 
crackdown on the student-led protests.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court 
ordered the release of all detained 
protesters who are under the age of 
18 and have no prior criminal record.

The CJP said the court’s interim 
order still allows authorities to 
proceed with cases and investigations 
against some protesters.

This “stands in direct 

contradiction to the solemn 
assurance and guarantee extended 
by the Government of India to the 
youth of this nation”, the group said 
in a statement.

The CJP warned that it “will 
have no option but to resume 
its nationwide protest” if the 
government failed to uphold its 
commitment not to try anyone over 
the protests.

Examination paper leaks 
have long plagued India’s highly 
competitive education system.

The intense pressure to succeed 
has fuelled a vast network of coaching 
centres and created opportunities for 
criminal groups to profit by selling 
leaked question papers.

Despite repeated government 
crackdowns, paper leaks have 
remained a recurring problem 
in both national and state-level 
examinations.

Demonstrations in New Delhi 
turned violent on July 20 when huge 
crowds attempted to march towards 
parliament from the Jantar Mantar 
protest site.

Police fired tear gas and used 
batons to disperse the protest, 
triggering clashes and a wave of 
detentions.      – AFP

DAKHA – Bangladesh 
has detained an active army 
brigadier general over the alleged 
extrajudicial killing of a local 
politician during an anti-narcotics 
crackdown that left hundreds 
dead, officials said yesterday.

At least 466 people were 
killed during the nationwide 
anti-drug campaign launched in 
2018, according to rights groups, 
with many deaths alleged to have 
occurred in staged gunfights 
involving security forces.

Bangladesh’s International 
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) last week 
accepted a complaint against 11 
officials, including former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, a former 
police chief and six serving and 
retired military officers, over 
the killing of Akramul Haque, 
a councillor in the southeastern 
district of Cox’s Bazar.

The officer’s detention marks 
one of the most significant moves 
yet by the ICT against those linked 
to actions taken during the rule of 
Hasina, who was ousted in 2024.

“Brigadier General Miftah 
Uddin Ahmed was taken into 
custody for further judicial 
proceedings,” army officer Sami-
Ud-Dowla Chowdhury told AFP.

ICT chief prosecutor Aminul 
Islam said investigators had 
submitted a report detailing the 
alleged involvement of the accused.

The case centres on the 
killing of Haque, whom Hasina’s 
government had described as a 
“meth kingpin”.

The incident sparked outrage 

after Haque’s wife, Ayesha Akhter, 
released an audio recording that she 
said captured her husband’s final 
moments and contradicted official 
claims that he had died in a shootout.

In the recording, Haque can be 
heard speaking with his wife and 
children shortly before his death, 
while his young daughter asks: 
“Dad, why are you crying?”

Critics alleged at the time that 
authorities sought to suppress 
reporting on the case.

“We have been waiting for 
this day to come for the last eight 
years,” Akhter told AFP.

“My family and I suffered 
immense pain, slander, neglect 
and mental distress, but we never 
lost hope,” she said. “We want to 
keep faith in our judicial system.”

The United States imposed 
sanctions in 2021 on Bangladesh’s 
elite Rapid Action Battalion 
(RAB) and several of its current 
and former commanders over 
allegations of extrajudicial killings 
and enforced disappearances.

Rights activists welcomed 
yesterday’s arrest announcement 
as a test case for accountability 
over alleged abuses committed 
during the anti-drug campaign.

“It is good news that a textbook 
case of grave human rights abuse 
is finally going to trial,” prominent 
rights activist Abu Ahmed Faijul 
Kabir told AFP.

He added that campaigners 
would closely monitor the court 
proceedings and hoped other 
suspects would also be taken into 
custody.     – AFP

People along with a herd of goats wade through a flooded area after heavy 
monsoon rains induced a rise in the water level of the Ravi river in Pakistan’s 
Muridke yesterday.             – AFP

Firefighters try to rescue a resident from the rubble of a collapsed building 
following torrential rain in Ahmedabad, India yesterday.          – AFP

India mulls tougher punishment for 
exam paper leaks after protests

Sri Lanka to extend judges’ tenure despite judicial 
independence concerns

ASEAN ministers voice concern over Mid East 
tensions, online scams

Bangladesh detains senior army 
o!cer in staged killing case
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DUBLIN, Ireland – German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz said 
yesterday the EU needs to save 
hundreds of billions of euros 
and show more “ambition” on 
competitiveness as haggling starts 
over the bloc’s 2028-2034 budget.

The European Commission 
has proposed a two-trillion-euro 
(US$2.3 trillion) spending plan for 
that period but Germany and other 
members of the so-called “frugal” 
bloc within the EU have made 
clear this is too high.

“We need a budget proposal 
with cuts in all areas adding up 
to several hundred billion euros,” 
Merz said at a press conference 
alongside Micheal Martin, prime 
minister of current EU presidency 
holder Ireland.

Merz said “we cannot afford 
exorbitant increases in spending” 
at a time when budgets are being 
consolidated at a national level.

Brussels had proposed funding 
new spending with a tax on big 
businesses but Merz said that while 
he was prepared to discuss “new 
resources” for the EU, “an additional 
tax on business at a European level 
is not something we can consider”.

Merz also said that the bloc’s 
efforts to increase competitiveness 
had not yet gone far enough.

“I am worried that the zeal 
in the European Union and the 
level of ambition have noticeably 
declined,” he said.

“We must do more,” Merz said, 
adding that authorisation procedures 
for investments were still “too long” 
and calling for a “thoroughgoing 

reduction in bureaucracy” at the 
European level.

The European Commission 
recently drew the ire of green 
activists by proposing a softening 
of its carbon pricing mechanism, a 
scheme criticised by big European 
businesses.

Merz said on Monday that 
competitiveness and climate protection 
had to “go hand in hand”.     – AFP

Germany’s Chancellor Friedrich Merz (right) speaks during a joint press 
conference with Ireland’s Prime Minister Micheal Martin yesterday at the latter’s 
official residence in Dublin.               – AFP 

CONAKRY – The gang rape of 
two teenage girls in eastern Guinea 
has sparked an unprecedented 
campaign against sexual violence 
and calls for justice in the west 
African nation in recent days.

The April rapes, which were 
filmed and shared on social media, 
led to the arrest of four men in 
Mandiana in the country’s east, while 
another suspect remains at large.

The footage recently resurfaced 
on social media, triggering a 
nationwide movement against 
sexual violence and reviving debate 
on violence against women, the 
protection of minors and social 
media users’ responsibility when 
sharing violent content.

For several days, citizens, human 
rights groups, artists, journalists, 
religious leaders and political 
figures have called for the alleged 
perpetrators to be tried and convicted.

According to the Mandiana 

prosecutor’s office, the trial will get 
under way in the coming days.

Thousands of internet users 
have meanwhile shown solidarity 
with the victims, using the hashtag 
#JeudiNoir (#BlackThursday) and 
often wearing black to denounce 
gender-based violence and demand 
an end to impunity.

“Nothing can justify such 
criminal acts against minors, and 
indeed, nothing justifies sexual 
assault,” Fatima Camara, a member 
of an NGO fighting violence against 
women and girls, told AFP.

“The trial, which needs to happen 
quickly, must serve as an example 
for other offenders,” she said.

A delegation led by Patricia 
Lamah, minister for women, 
children and solidarity until a 
government reshuffle, travelled 
to Mandiana last week to meet 
the victims, their family and local 
authorities.      – AFP

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia 
– Gabon and Equatorial Guinea 
signed an agreement yesterday 
ending a decades-long dispute over 
three tiny islands in potentially oil-
rich waters after the top UN court 
backed Equatorial Guinea.

The two west African nations 
had been squabbling over the 
30-hectare island of Mbanie 
(Mbañe in Spanish) and two 
smaller low-lying islets, Cocotiers 
and Conga, since the early 1970s.

In May last year, the 
International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) in The Hague, which rules in 
disputes between states, found in 
favour of Equatorial Guinea.

At a ceremony at the African 
Union’s headquarters in Addis Ababa, 

Equatorial Guinean Foreign Minister 
Simeon Oyono Esono Angue and 
Gabon’s head of the Constitutional 
Council Dieudonne Aba’a Owono 
signed the accord committing both 
countries to respect the ICJ’s decision.

“This matter has been settled 
once and for all,” the Equatorial 
Guinean minister said, adding the two 
countries must now “move forward”.

Aba’a Owono said the agreement 
opened “a new era of cooperation 
with Equatorial Guinea”.

AU Commission chairperson 
Mahmoud Ali Youssouf, who also 
signed the agreement, welcomed the 
resolution of a border dispute that he 
said had gone on for too long.

The spat dated back to 1900, 
when then colonial powers France 

and Spain signed a treaty in Paris 
setting out the borders between the 
two countries.

Gabon argued that a later treaty, 
the 1974 Bata Convention, then fixed 
the islands’ sovereignty in its favour.

The two countries asked the ICJ 
to decide which legal texts were 
valid – the Paris Treaty of 1900 or 
the Bata Convention of 1974.

The court ruled that the Bata 
Convention did not constitute a 
legal title to the islands, which 
was held by Spain and had 
passed to Equatorial Guinea upon 
independence in 1968.

The islands themselves are tiny 
and virtually uninhabited but lie in 
an area potentially rich in oil and 
gas.         – AFP, MPD

LONDON – A British member of 
Parliament (MP) yesterday accused 
a French warship of firing “warning 
shots” as he was interviewed on a 
boat in the Channel, while French 
authorities told AFP it was a 
“training exercise”.

Chris Philp, an opposition MP 
from London, was giving an interview 
to the BBC yesterday on board a 
fishing boat and wrote on X that a 
“French warship approached close and 
fired 17 live rounds behind us.”

In a video posted by the BBC, a 
series of shots can be heard as the 
Conservative Party member speaks 
on camera with the French boat in 
the background.

A Times photographer captured 

an image of a uniformed sailor 
firing towards the sea.

Philp said this appeared to 
be “warning shots or attempted 
intimidation”.

France’s Maritime Prefecture 
for the Channel told AFP that sailors 
on the naval patrol vessel Flamant 
“carried out a handgun firing exercise 
off Cap Gris-Nez (Pas-de-Calais).”

The agency said “individual 
combat training is part of the normal 
activity of a vessel on operations”.

It said the “signals required 
by international standards were 
displayed” and the “safety 
perimeter was respected”.

The “exercise was unrelated 
to the presence of a British vessel, 

which was outside the firing 
range”, it said.

The Flamant was not 
monitoring migrant boats at the 
time, the French authorities said.

Philp, who was at sea to watch 
migrant boats leaving the French 
coast, called France’s explanation 
“not credible” on X, insisting “there 
were no warnings in place about 
live firing training exercises”.

A Russian naval ship carried 
out a live-fire weapons exercise in 
international waters off southern 
England last week after informing 
a nearby British naval patrol vessel.

In June, a Russian warship fired 
warning shots at a yacht in the 
Channel.      – AFP

NEW YORK – A senior UN 
official expressed alarm yesterday 
at the “rapidly deteriorating” 
situation in the occupied West 
Bank, denouncing the escalation 
of violence, particularly by Israeli 
settlers against Palestinians.

“In the past week, the escalating 
violence in the West Bank has 
resulted in civilian casualties, 
displacement, damage to property, 
and growing insecurity across affected 
communities,” Ramiz Alakbarov, the 
UN’s deputy special coordinator for 
the Middle East peace process, told 
the Security Council.

“Israeli settler attacks against 
Palestinian communities, homes, 
places of worship and civilian 
infrastructure have persisted at 
alarming levels,” he said.

Violence has exploded in the 
West Bank since the Hamas attack in 
Israel on October 7, 2023, with near-
daily attacks by Israeli settlers and 
regular raids on Palestinian villages.

Last Friday, deadly clashes broke 
out last between Israeli settlers and 
Palestinians in the village of Tell 

that left four Palestinians and two 
Israelis dead.

The Israeli military subsequently 
raided the city of Nablus and several 
nearby towns, announcing the arrest of 
dozens of Palestinians as it launched 
what it described as a “counter-
terrorism” operation in the West Bank.

Overnight Sunday, Palestinian 
officials said Israeli settlers set fire to two 
mosques in the occupied West Bank.

Alakbarov urged the Israeli 
government “to take immediate 
and effective measures to prevent 
settler violence, protect Palestinian 
communities, and ensure that all 
perpetrators are held accountable.”

He also condemned Palestinian 
attacks against Israelis and called 
on Palestinians to “unequivocally 
reject violence.”

The “rapidly deteriorating” 
the situation in the West Bank “is 
compounding the already alarming 
conditions across the rest of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, with 
a wider escalation increasingly likely 
unless immediate steps are taken to 
reverse course,” he said.     – AFP

A young Palestinian boy walks through a mosque allegedly burned by Israeli 
settlers in the village of Qusra, south of Nablus in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
on Sunday. Palestinian officials said Israeli settlers set fire to two mosques in the 
occupied West Bank overnight on Sunday, after last week’s clashes in the territory 
left six people dead. Violence in the Israeli-occupied West Bank has surged since the 
Gaza war began with Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel.               – AFP
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SARAJEVO, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina – Bosnian police 
yesterday arrested a man suspected 
of vandalising a Catholic 
pilgrimage site, days before tens 
of thousands are to gather at the 
shrine, an official statement said.

The Medjugorje shrine, about 
140 kilometres southwest of 
Sarajevo, rose to fame in the 1980s 
after purported apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary there.

It has become one of the most 
popular Catholic pilgrimage sites, 
with more than a million people 
visiting “Apparition Hill” every 
year.

Local media published 
images showing black spray paint 
covering the central statue of the 
Virgin Mary’s face and the words 
“devil in a skirt” scrawled across 
the pedestal.

Security camera footage 
published by Jabuka TV showed a 
man setting fire to the outdoor altar 
of the nearby St James Church.

“A person linked to incidents 
was located and arrested” in 

the Medjugorje region, a police 
statement said.

Contacted by AFP regarding 
the nationality of the suspect, a 
police spokeswoman said that the 
“identification is ongoing”.

Police were informed 
around 4:30 a.m. (local time) 
that the statue at Podbrdo hill in 
Medjugorje had been damaged, 
with offensive messages written on 
it, the statement said.

They later received a report of 
a fire at the altar outside St James 
Church, the statement added.

‘Visionaries’ targeted
Some of the graffiti, written in 

Polish and English, appeared to attack 
people who communicate messages 
from the reputed apparitions – known 
locally as “visionaries”.

The incident occurred just 
days before the prayer gathering 
held each year in the first week 
of August, that draws more than 
50,000 young people from around 
the world to Medjugorje.

In September 2024, the Vatican 

recognised the shrine but stopped 
short of ruling on the messages that 
“visionaries” claimed to receive 
from the Virgin Mary.

The decision boosted the 
prominence of the pilgrimage site 
in the village, which has drawn 
followers ever since six young 
people reported seeing the Virgin 
Mary there in 1981.

The Medjugorje parish office 
said in a statement that the planned 
event would go ahead and repairs 
were underway.

“It is with great sadness that 
we learned of the act of vandalism 
targeting our parish’s places of 
prayer,” the parish office said.

The statement also called for 
followers to respond “through 
prayer, fasting, and forgiveness”.

The Inter-religious Council, 
a non-governmental organisation 
promoting dialogue among Bosnia’s 
religions, condemned the incidents 
in a statement labelling them an 
“attack on peace, mutual respect 
and the dignity of all people” in the 
Balkan nation.     – AFP

Marseille, France
MARSEILLE – French police 

have found the bones of five deceased 
infants in cardboard boxes at the 
home of a couple in southeastern 
France, prosecutors said yesterday.

Police opened a murder inquiry 
after they made the discovery in a flat 
in the town of Orange late Monday, 
the local prosecutor’s office said.

The 32-year-old woman had 
given birth to a healthy baby at 
home on Sunday before being taken 
to hospital, it said.

The 32-year-old man she lived 
with had been “troubled after 
discovering once again very late that 
his partner was pregnant” and had 
conducted a search of their home in 
the historic city centre, finding “what 
looked like human remains”.

He told the hospital, which 
informed the prosecutor’s office.

A forensic doctor said the 
remains likely belonged to five 
newborns, with further autopsies to 
be carried out.

Investigators have not yet 
spoken to the mother.

The couple also had two 
children aged eight and nine, the 
prosecutor’s office said.

Neighbour Florent Jean told AFP 
they went to the local primary school.

The mother “would go and pick 
them up from school at lunchtime to 
eat”, and her partner appeared to be 
away at work all day, he said.

Bicycles lay propped against 
stair railings outside their second-
floor flat yesterday, while the door 
was sealed off with red tape.

In March, a French court jailed 
a 44-year-old woman for 25 years 
over the deaths of two of her 
newborn babies, who police found 
in the family freezer.

In 2018, a court sentenced 
a woman with a depressive and 
sometimes violent husband to eight 
years in prison for drowning five of 
her newborn babies and freezing 
their bodies.

In 2015, another court jailed 
a mother for nine years for killing 
eight of her newborns, with the jury 
finding she had impaired judgement.

– AFP

This photograph shows French police seals affixed to the door of a house in 
Orange, southern France, yesterday, after the bodies of five deceased infants were 
discovered there.                    – AFP 

BERLIN – The man blamed 
for the deadly attack near Berlin’s 
Pride parade at the weekend 
pledged allegiance to the Islamic 
State (IS) group in a video, 
prosecutors told AFP yesterday.

The video clip was found 
on the phone of Abdul Rahman 
Ballout, 21, and was recorded on 
Saturday, the day of the attack that 
killed a 65-year-old Polish woman 
and injured 31 people, they said, 
confirming media reports.

A Public Prosecutor’s Office 
spokesperson told AFP that the 
clip shows a masked individual, 
presumed to be Ballout, pledging 
allegiance to IS.

Bild daily reported that 
Ballout’s phone was found inside 

the rented minivan the attacker 
ploughed into a crowd near the 
parade before he crashed it into 
a tree in the Tiergarten (“Animal 
Garden”) park.

Interior Minister Alexander 
Dobrindt then said in televised 
comments that “we assume the 
person in the video is the suspect”.

Investigators were “in the 
process of accessing and analysing 
the mobile phone found in the 
vehicle”, he said, adding that 
“links to IS can also be found” 
on data storage devices found in 
Ballout’s home.

Alongside the phone in the van 
was a sheath for the machete the 
attacker is thought to have used to 
attack more people after leaving 

the crashed vehicle, Bild reported.
Ballout was shot dead on 

Sunday by police, who said he ran 
at them with a bladed weapon.

Ballout, a German citizen 
with Lebanese roots, was known 
to the criminal justice system and 
last year travelled to Lebanon in a 
failed attempt to fight for IS.

A Lebanese judicial source told 
AFP that Ballout was sentenced 
to three months in jail there for 
belonging to IS.

He was detained on his return 
to Germany and in May was 
convicted by a juvenile court 
of “planning a serious act of 
subversive violence” and given a 
suspended jail sentence of one year 
and 10 months.     – AFP

ACCRA, Ghana – The head 
of the Church of England Sarah 
Mullally has visited an Anglican-led 
project in Ghana on the transatlantic 
slave trade and met the country’s 
president as part of an African tour.

Mullally, the archbishop of 
Canterbury, met Ghanaian President 
John Mahama on Monday on her 
first trip to Africa as leader of the 
world’s Anglican Christians in a visit 
that will include stops in Cameroon.

“It was a privilege to be in 
Ghana, here in Accra, to be able 
to break the ground” on a cultural 
heritage site “that will tell the story 
of the transatlantic slave trade”, 
Mullally said.

The project is the Church of 
Ghana’s Heritage Anglican Culture 
Village and Resorts, which aims 
to develop a pilgrimage site and 
cultural programming for members 
from the African diaspora and those 
descended from slaves.

Mullally’s predecessor Justin 
Welby apologised for the Church of 
England’s historic links to slavery, 
calling it a “source of shame”.

Ghana has been at the forefront 
of connecting people in the diaspora 
to Africa, granting Ghanaian 
citizenship to more than 1,000 
people in recent years.

More recently, the west African 
nation has advocated for reparations 
for slavery and successfully pushed 
the United Nations to recognise 
the transatlantic slave trade as “the 
gravest crime against humanity”.

Greeting Mullally in Accra, 
Mahama called her confirmation as 
the first woman to lead the Church 
of England “historic”, in comments 
released late on Monday.

On Sunday, Mullally had 
preached at a three-hour service 
at St Joseph the Worker Anglican 
Church, led entirely by women 
clergy.       – AFP

Firefighters work to extinguish flames during a forest fire outside Lège-Cap-Ferret, southwestern France, yesterday. Firefighters work to extinguish flames during a forest fire outside Lège-Cap-Ferret, southwestern France, yesterday. 
France evacuated 4,000 more people in the face of a giant wildfire yesterday as it braced for worsening conditions, France evacuated 4,000 more people in the face of a giant wildfire yesterday as it braced for worsening conditions, 
while Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez said there was “light at the end of the tunnel” for his country’s own fight. while Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez said there was “light at the end of the tunnel” for his country’s own fight. 
Firefighters in France and Spain have been battling to contain the worst wildfires in living memory before the arrival Firefighters in France and Spain have been battling to contain the worst wildfires in living memory before the arrival 
of a fourth heatwave of the summer brings scorching temperatures.                    – AFPof a fourth heatwave of the summer brings scorching temperatures.                    – AFP

Bosnia shrine desecrated ahead 
of major pilgrimage

Berlin Pride attacker pledged allegiance 
to Islamic State: prosecutors

France police !nd remains 
of !ve babies in a home

Anglican Church leader 
visits slave trade project 

on Africa tour
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LISBON – Inês Ramos, a licensed 
acupuncturist, was once plagued by persistent 
joint pain, fever and fatigue when she was 13. 
Doctors were unable to determine the cause, 
and conventional treatments provided little 
relief.

It was traditional Chinese medicine 
(TCM), she said, that restored her health, a life-
changing experience that ultimately inspired 
her to pursue a career as an acupuncturist.

“Traditional Chinese medicine changed 
my life,” Ramos said. Her story earned first 
prize in the “My Story with Traditional 
Chinese Medicine” short video contest, 
whose awards were presented last week at the 
Chinese Embassy in Portugal.

“By sharing my story, I hope more 
Portuguese people will discover TCM, learn 
about Chinese culture and see it as a bridge 
between our two countries,” the 27-year-old 
acupuncturist said.

Ramos is one of three Portuguese 
whose personal journeys reflect how TCM 
has steadily gained a foothold in Portugal, 
evolving from life-changing treatment for 
individuals into an increasingly recognized 
component of the country’s healthcare system.

Ana Cid’s introduction to TCM also began 
as a patient.

After recurring health problems returned, 
medication, antibiotics and even surgery 
failed to provide a lasting solution. TCM, 
she said, helped her realize that health is not 
only about treating symptoms but also about 
restoring balance among the body, emotions 
and lifestyle.

The experience inspired her to pursue 
formal studies. She went on to study TCM 
theory and Chinese herbal medicine before 
completing clinical training at the Affiliated 
Hospital of Jiangxi University of Chinese 
Medicine in China.

“Although these theories were developed 
thousands of years ago, they remain relevant 
today,” Cid said. “Everyone who has benefited 
from Chinese medicine is proof of its vitality.”

For Isabel Castanheira, a 67-year-old 
practitioner, the development of TCM in 
Portugal has unfolded over more than a 
quarter of a century.

She began studying Chinese medicine 26 
years ago and has since dedicated herself to 
clinical practice while promoting exchanges 
between Portugal and China. More recently, 
she has launched a series of short videos 
introducing TCM, traditional Chinese culture 

and China-Portugal cultural exchanges to 
Portuguese-speaking audiences.

In her view, Portugal’s decision to establish 
a legal framework for TCM and other non-
conventional therapies marked a turning point.

“It was this legislation that enabled me to 
obtain my professional license and practise 
legally,” she said. “It recognizes not only 
practitioners, but also the value of traditional 
Chinese medicine.”

Speaking at the ceremony, Chinese 
Ambassador to Portugal Yang Yirui said 
Portugal was the first, and remains the only, 
European Union member state to establish 
legislation formally recognizing TCM as an 
independent health profession, laying a solid 
foundation for its development in the country.

Today, TCM is included in Portugal’s 
higher education degree system, while 
practitioners are licensed and regulated under 
the national health framework.

Pedro Ribeiro da Silva, a Portuguese 
Health Ministry expert who helped develop 
the country’s TCM legislation, said Chinese 
medicine enjoys broad public acceptance in 
Portugal.

Recalling his own experience as a patient 
several years ago, he said the clinic where he 
received treatment was “almost always full,” 
reflecting growing demand for TCM services.

That popularity has been reinforced by 
expanding cooperation between China and 
Portugal in education, research, clinical 
practice and talent cultivation. Universities 
from both countries have established joint 
laboratories on traditional medicine, while 
specialized training programs have helped 
develop a new generation of locally trained 
practitioners.

Portugal is now home to more than 200 
TCM clinics and over 6,000 practitioners, 
most of them Portuguese. Together, they 
provide more than half a million patient visits 
each year, with acupuncture, tuina massage 
and Chinese herbal medicine becoming 
increasingly familiar healthcare options.

Quoting the ancient Chinese medical 
classic “The Yellow Emperor’s Inner Canon,” 
Castanheira said the best physician is one who 
“treats disease before it arises.”

“For me,” she said, “traditional Chinese 
medicine is much more than a profession. 
It is a path to health and balance, and a way 
to build understanding between different 
cultures through knowledge and mutual 
respect.”     – Xinhua

Chinese Ambassador to Portugal Yang Yirui (center) poses with the winners of the “My Story with 
Traditional Chinese Medicine” short video contest in Lisbon last Wednesday.             – Xinhua 

LISBON – Portugal and Morocco 
agreed last week to build an electricity 
interconnection following talks between 
their energy ministers in Lisbon on 
renewable energy and mining cooperation.

Portuguese Environment and Energy 
Minister Maria da Graça Carvalho described 
the project as “important for Europe and 
also for Africa,” while Moroccan Minister 
of Energy Transition and Sustainable 
Development Leila Benali said it was “very 
important” for her government.

Both countries will apply to the 
European Commission for funding and seek 
to have the interconnection designed as an 
Important Project of Common European 
Interest (IPCEI), a framework that provides 

access to European Union co-financing.
A 2018 estimate put the project’s cost 

at 800 million euros (US$912 million), but 
Carvalho said the figure is outdated given 
changes in construction costs and advances 
in available technologies.

To avoid placing the financial burden 
on consumers and taxpayers, Portugal and 
Morocco are also considering launching a 
call for expressions of interest from private 
sector players, including energy companies 
and distributors, whose investments could 
be combined with EU funding.

Next steps include a meeting in Brussels 
and a Portugal-Morocco summit, slated for 
early next year, both sides said.

– Xinhua

LISBON – Airport operator Aeroportos 
de Portugal (ANA) last week unveiled the 
project for Lisbon’s new airport, to be named 
Aeroporto Luis de Camões, with construction 
costs estimated at between 7.9 billion euros 
(US$9.0 billion) and 8.9 billion euros.

The estimate revises a preliminary 
projection of 8.5 billion euros submitted 
to the government in December 
2024, reflecting inflation and updated 
technological requirements.

Construction is scheduled to begin in 

2029, with completion targeted for 2033. 
The airport is expected to begin operations 
in 2035, two years earlier than the original 
2037 timetable.

The airport, to be built at the Campo de 
Tiro de Alcochete site east of Lisbon, will 
have an initial annual capacity of 56 million 
passengers, expandable to 85 million. The 
first phase will include two runways, 64 
boarding gates, 72 passenger boarding 
bridges, and a terminal covering about 
500,000 square meters.              – Xinhua

ATHENS – Greece and Portugal agreed 
last week to strengthen cooperation in 
firefighting, civil protection and disaster 
response as both countries face growing 
challenges from climate change.

During talks in Athens, Greek Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and visiting 
Portuguese Prime Minister Luis Montenegro 
pledged to enhance cooperation in wildfire 
prevention, monitoring and emergency 
response, the Greek official news agency 
ANA-MPA reported.

They also voiced support for expanding 
cooperation under the European Union’s 
rescEU mechanism, including the joint 
procurement of firefighting aircraft.

Southern Europe has been hit by 
successive heatwaves in recent weeks, with 
temperatures exceeding 40 degrees Celsius 
in parts of the Mediterranean region. Greece, 

Portugal and several other countries have 
faced heightened wildfire risks, prompting 
emergency measures, evacuations and the 
deployment of firefighting resources.

Mitsotakis said Greece and Portugal, 
both frequently affected by wildfires and 
extreme weather, should strengthen their 
capacity to prevent and respond to natural 
disasters through closer coordination and 
European solidarity.

The two leaders also discussed closer 
cooperation in defense, trade and investment. 
Mitsotakis said Europe should strengthen its 
collective security through higher defense 
spending, joint defense production and 
greater operational readiness.

They also exchanged views on 
migration, the European Union’s long-term 
budget, and support for cohesion policy and 
the Common Agricultural Policy.    – Xinhua

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis (left) shakes hands with visiting Portuguese Prime Minister 
Luis Montenegro in Athens, Greece, last Wednesday.              – AFP

TCM wins wider recognition 
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PARIS – FIFA said yesterday it plans 
to sell a stake in the business operations 
of the World Cup and its other competi-

tions through the creation of a semi-private subsidiary.
World football’s governing body said it would 

retain a majority share in FIFA Forward Enterprise 
(FFE) but hoped to raise US$4.2 billion later this year 
by “carefully selecting long-term investors who will 
purchase minority, non-controlling interests”.

FIFA’s statement was a rapid response to a story in 
British newspaper The Times based on leaks of the plan 
from two sources.

The Times reported that FIFA president Gianni Infantino, 
56, stood to profit from the scheme by becoming commissioner 
of the FFE after his expected next term expires in 2031.

The article also said discussion had started with 
potential investors.

It named Joshua Kushner, brother of US President 
Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared, as well as an arm of 
JP Morgan Chase, the US bank that attempted to finance 
the failed breakaway European Super League.

European football’s governing body UEFA, which has been 
critical of Infantino, was also quick to respond to the article.

“This crosses a line that football’s governing 
institutions should never cross. UEFA takes it extremely 
seriously,” said UEFA’s statement.

“The soul and governance of football are not assets 
to trade - especially with zero transparency as to who 
gains financially. None of us are the owners of football. 
It is not FIFA’s to sell.”

FIFA said in its statement that it “would retain sole 
control of FFE and exclusive authority over football 
governance, competitions, match calendar, and all 
regulatory and sporting decisions”.

It said it believed FFE would achieve an “initial 
equity valuation of US$20bn”.

FIFA said each its 211 member associations (MAs) 
would be given the chance to take a one-off stake of 
US$20 million dollars in FFE.

That represents only 0.1 percent of the total, but 
would be a significant sum for the leaderships of FIFA’s 
poorer or smaller members.

“Together with other existing FIFA programmes, 
these investments could bring FIFA’s total planned 
development funding to more than US$10 billion over 
the next four years,” FIFA said.

 ‘Expanding to 64 teams’ 
In June, ahead of the World Cup, FIFA, which folds 

competition income into revenue for the whole year, 
anticipated record revenues exceeding seven billion 
euros (US$8 billion) for 2026.

It was the first World Cup with 48 teams. At the 
start, Infantino said “we have had discussions about 
expanding to 64 teams” for 2030.

The Times quoted an unnamed “senior football 
figure” calling the plan “potentially much worse than the 
European Super League”, as it would have an impact on 
all levels of football across the globe.

Another anonymous source told the British paper 
that the plan would create “unacceptable” conflicts of 
interest for FIFA and Infantino.

In 2019, a FIFA stakeholders’ committee rejected 
an Infantino-backed plan for a US$25 billion private 
investment in an expanded Club World Cup. Reported 
backers included SoftBank of Japan and Saudi Arabia’s 
sovereign wealth fund. FIFA did expand that competition 
from seven teams to 32 clubs in 2025.

The Times speculated that the creation of FFE could 
have an impact on the World Cup and the Club World Cup.

“It could lead to pressure for both events to be further 
expanded or played more regularly than the present once 
every four years,” it wrote.

FIFA has previously found itself in trouble with deals 
spinning off commercial activities to private partners.

Estimates for its losses when ISL, which negotiated 
World Cup rights deals, went bust in 2001 were anywhere 
between US$30 million and US$115 million.

FIFA, which as a not-for-profit organisation effectively 
owned by the MAs, enjoys tax-free status in Switzerland.

– AFP
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Football

Laurie Veyrier
PARIS – Cometh the hour, cometh 

the man: Zinedine Zidane did not let 
down the 100 or so French football 
fans waiting outside the federation 
headquarters as he came outside to greet 
them moments after being unveiled as 
national coach yesterday.

The French football icon’s smile was 
as warm as the sun beating down on the 
supporters - some of whom saw in the 
flesh for the first time a man whose name 
they had previously associated with their 
pet cat or even goldfish.

The 54-year-old popularly known as 
“Zizou” wandered along the line of fans, 
pressed against metal barriers outside the 
federation offices in Paris, obliging them 
with selfies and signing autographs.

“Papa is a huge fan,” purred 10-year-
old Milya, who has a goldfish nicknamed 
Zizou and a cat “OM”.

The latter is a reference to the 
Olympique de Marseille football club in 
the city where Zidane was born in 1972 
to Algerian parents - though he never 
played for them.

Milya’s mother Cindy said they had 
extended their stay in the capital once 
they heard the new French coach was 
going to be unveiled.

It was one of the worst kept secrets that 
Zidane would succeed his fellow 1998 
World Cup winner and former Marseille 
captain Didier Deschamps, who stepped 
down after 14 years in charge following 
the recently-concluded World Cup.

“We came for the weekend, but we 
said we had to be here,” Cindy told AFP.

“All the family are football fans, and 
of Marseille, therefore also Zidane, it 
makes sense.”

‘Zidane is France’
Hugo, seven, had become acquainted 

with Zidane after the family’s cat was 
named Zizou by his father Xavier.

It was a reminder to the youngster 
that there was an era when France were a 
footballing power before his modern-day 
idols, like Kylian Mbappe, won the 2018 
World Cup.

“Just like Didier Deschamps, Zidane 
is a winner,” said 34-year-old Xavier.

“Although the team played a bit more 
football in the last World Cup we hope 
he injects even more style to their game.

“I just hope to see them win,” added 
the accountant.

France had fallen just short of 
successfully defending their title in 2022 
- losing to Argentina on penalties in 
the final - and were beaten by eventual 
champions Spain in the semi-finals in the 
latest edition.

“When we see how well-structured 
Spain are, the challenge lies there,” said 

Fabrice, who was at the Stade de France 
in 1998 when Zidane scored a double in 
the 3-0 win over Brazil to deliver France 
their first World Cup.

Zidane’s dramatic final appearance 
on the pitch saw him sent off for 
headbutting Italy’s Marco Materazzi in 
the 2006 final.

As arguably Marseille’s most famous 
son revelled in the acclaim yesterday, riot 
police kept a watchful eye on the crowd.

Members of the “Irresistible French” 
association - an official supporters club 
of the national side - launched into a 
rendition of the rousing French national 
anthem “La Marseillaise”.

“Zidane is France, but also more than 
that,” said Romain.

“I grew up with him, the first football 
matches I watched were with him in the 
team.”

Now Romain and other fans will get 
to watch Zidane call the shots from the 
sidelines.             – AFP

Fan favourite ‘Zizou’ soaks up acclaim 
after being named France coach

Former French international football player Zinedine Zidane poses for selfies with fans as 
he leaves after a press conference to present him as the new head coach of France national 
football team at the French Football Federation headquarters (FFF) in Paris yesterday.      – AFP

Football

ROME – Roberto Mancini has been 
named the head coach of Italy’s national 
team for a second time, tasked with 
revitalising the Azzurri who have missed 
out on the last three World Cups, FIGC 
president Giovanni Malago said yesterday.

Technical director Paolo Maldini, 
who reportedly threatened to resign 
if Mancini was appointed, has been 
replaced by Claudio Ranieri.

“Today we have a new coach and a new 
technical director,” Malago told reporters, 
announcing another press conference with 
Mancini and Ranieri today.

“I felt that the person who should be 
and become the Italian national football 
team’s head coach was Roberto Mancini, 
for a whole series of considerations 
for which, as always, I honestly take 
responsibility.”

Gennaro Gattuso resigned as Italy 
coach after their World Cup qualification 
play-off final defeat by Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in March.

The 61-year-old Mancini was 
previously Italy boss from 2018 until 
2023, leading them to the Euro 2020 title.

He has been preferred to another ex-
national team coach in Antonio Conte.

Maldini had also apparently said 
he would resign if Conte was chosen, 
reportedly wanting Brazil-born former Italy 
midfielder Thiago Motta to be given the job.

Andrea Pirlo, who had been tipped to 
take charge, announced on Monday that 
he was no longer a candidate.

The former midfielder had come 
under heavy criticism over his 
controversial ties with a Russian sports-
betting company and what detractors 
viewed as a limited coaching resume.

Mancini’s first match in charge will 
be a Nations League match against 
Belgium on September 25 in a group 
which also includes Turkey and France.

“The new coach will have two 
training sessions to prepare for the first 
game,” Malago said when asked about 
journalists saying Italy would have to 
change coach again if they are relegated 
in the Nations League.

“Since Italy lost the play-off to Bosnia, 
I don’t think we gave passports to Lamine 
Yamal, (Kylian) Mbappe and (Harry) 
Kane... So are we being serious here?

“(We) must try to do the best with 
what we have, also safeguard our 
European ranking in a group against 
teams that were all at the World Cup, 
Turkey, Belgium and France.

“If you want to be objective and 
serious, finishing fourth in that group is 
logical.”

Divisive choice
Mancini’s appointment, however, 

remains divisive despite leading Italy 
to the Euro 2020 title and a 37-match 

unbeaten streak.
His abrupt resignation as Italy coach 

in the summer of 2023 to take charge 
of Saudi Arabia reportedly damaged 
his standing with many senior FIGC 
officials, particularly as the Azzurri were 
struggling in their qualifying campaign 
for Euro 2024.

Mancini left his job with the Saudi 
side just 14 months later.

He was most recently coach of Qatari 
club Al-Sadd, with whom he signed a 
two-year deal last November.

Now he will turn his attentions to the 
job of taking Italy back to the top of the 
international game.

The four-time world champions have 
not reached a World Cup since 2014, and 
have not even played a knock-out stage 
match at the tournament since winning 
the 2006 final against France on penalties.

The one success in that time was the 
European Championship victory, also 
secured in a shoot-out against England 
five years ago.

Their title defence, with Luciano 
Spalletti at the helm, ended with a last-
16 loss to Switzerland in 2024.

Mancini also won three consecutive 
Serie A titles as Inter Milan boss between 
2005 and 2008.

He then led Manchester City to their 
first English league title since 1968 with a 
famous last-day victory over QPR in the 
2011-12 Premier League season.   – AFP

FIFA says it hopes to 
sell US$4.2bn stake in 

its tournaments

Mancini returns as coach of crisis-hit Italy
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Kieran Canning
GLASGOW – Adam Ramsay-

Peaty fell short of gold at a fourth Com-
monwealth Games as he was beaten 
into bronze once more in the 50m 
breaststroke on another dominant night 
for Australia in the Glasgow pool.

Three-time Olympic champion 
Ramsay-Peaty was reduced to tears 
after finishing third in the 100m 
breaststroke on Saturday and could not 
hide his disappointment, even if this 
time he kept his emotions in check.

Australia’s Sam Williamson 
completed a double of 50 and 100m 
breaststroke gold, shocking pre-race 
favourite Michael Houlie of South 
Africa, who had to settle for silver.

Williamson’s was one of six 
Australian golds from seven 
finals on the night, with only New 
Zealand’s Lewis Clareburt in the 
200m butterfly preventing a clean 
sweep at the top of the podium.

All of England’s four golds 
in the pool so far have come in 
the para-swimming events, with 
Ramsay-Peaty failing to add another 
Commonwealth title.

The 31-year-old hinted he will 
keep going to try and compete at 
a fourth Olympic Games in Los 
Angeles in two years’ time but 
struggled to pinpoint the reasons for 
a disappointing meet.

“I am working way too hard. If 
those results were how much I am 
working then they would be a lot 
better,” said Ramsay-Peaty.

“I need to look at that and adjust 
course because we are sailing in 
some rough seas right now and it is 
not sustainable.”

Williamson’s double gold is 
all the more remarkable after he 
suffered a ruptured patella in April 
2025 which put his career at risk.

“Just having the opportunity to 
put the green and gold on again was 
something I didn’t think I’d ever 
have the opportunity to do,” said 
Williamson.

“To come home with two of these 
little medals in my back pocket, it 
just makes it even more special.”

Jenna Forrester won her second 
gold of the meet in the 400m 
Individual Medley to back up her 
200m backstroke victory.

Meg Harris led home an 
Aussie 1-2-3 in the women’s 100m 
freestyle, while Alex Perkins took 
gold in the women’s 100m butterfly.

Olympic 800m champion 
Daniel Wiffin missed out on the 
podium as the Northern Irishman 
finished fourth to another Australia 
clean sweep of the medals.

Sam Short added the 800m crown 
to his 400m gold ahead of Benjamin 
Goedemans and Matthew Galea.

Only a strong finish by Clareburt 
prevented Australia taking every 
gold of the night as he pipped 
Aussie duo Harrison Turner and 
Matthew Temple to the wall.

After four days of competition, 
Australia dominate the medals table 
with 26 golds to 38 between the 
other 73 nations combined.

Games just ‘a training day’
There was more Australian joy 

on the first night of athletics action 
as Rose Davies won the 10,000 
metres in the absence of injured 
home favourite Eilish McColgan.

Jamaica’s Demario Prince won 
the 110m hurdles.

Romaine Beckford added a 
second Jamaican gold in the high 
jump on fewer failed attempts after 
both he and India’s Sarvesh Anil 
Kushare cleared 2.25m.

Canada’s Ethan Katzberg set a new 
Games record to win the Hammer.

Edmund Serem claimed Kenya’s 
first gold of the Games in the men’s 
3,000m steeplechase.

Olympic gymnastics champion 
Rhys McClenaghan dismissed 
the Commonwealth Games as a 
“training day” after he finished a 
shock sixth in the men’s pommel 
final as Canada’s Jordan Carroll 
secured gold.

England’s Luke Whitehouse 
made up for the disappointing 
performance in the men’s all-around 
competition by taking gold in the 
men’s floor final.

The 24-year-old admitted he 
had been distracted since teammate 
Gabriel Langton crashed off the 
high bar midway through the 
team final on Friday, requiring an 
overnight stay in hospital.

“You’ve just got to try and 
ignore the noise and focus on 
your routines,” said Whitehouse. 
“Gabriel’s my room-mate here and 
to know that he’s fine and doing 
well, I couldn’t be happier.”   – AFP

Ramsay-Peaty beaten again as Australia 
reign supreme in Commonwealth pool

Third-placed England’s Kimani Jack, (from left to right) first-placed Jamaica’s 
Romaine Beckford and second-placed India’s Sarvesh Anil Kushare celebrate after 
competing in the men’s high jump final during the athletics event at the Scotstoun 
Stadium in Glasgow, on day four of the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland, 
on Monday.                   –  AFP

NEW YORK – LeBron 
James has signed a contract 
to play for the Philadelphia 
76ers, the team announced 

Monday, with managing owner 
Josh Harris “thrilled” about chances 
for their first NBA title since 1983.

James announced on Friday 
he would play for the Sixers on a 
two-year deal worth US$8 million, 
ending a weeks-long mystery over 
the 41-year-old superstar’s future, 
but the 76ers had no comment 
throughout the weekend.

“I am thrilled to welcome 
LeBron James to the Philadelphia 
76ers,” ownership managing partner 
Harris said in a statement. “One of 
the greatest players in NBA history 
and one of the best athletes ever, his 
accomplishments are iconic.”

James, the NBA’s all-time 
scoring leader set to begin his record 
24th campaign in October, is a four-
time NBA champion and four-time 
NBA Most Valuable Player.

After winning two titles with 
Miami, another with hometown 
club Cleveland and his most recent 
with the Los Angeles Lakers in 
2020, James could become the 
first NBA player to win crowns 
with four different teams.

James, a three-time Olympic 
champion and 22-time NBA 
All-Star, joins a Sixers roster 
filled with NBA stars in hopes 
of bringing Philadelphia an NBA 
title for the first time since Julius 
Erving led the club to the crown 
43 years ago.

“I cannot wait to see LeBron 
alongside Jaylen Brown, VJ 
Edgecombe, Joel Embiid, Tyrese 
Maxey, and our talented roster as 
we work to deliver a championship 
for Philly,” Harris said.

“To LeBron and his family: we 
are grateful you chose the 76ers, 
and look forward to this next 
chapter of your legendary career. 
Welcome to the 76ers!”

James has career averages of 
26.8 points, 7.5 rebounds, 7.4 assists 
and 1.5 steals over 1,622 games.

‘Ultimate competitor’
Philadelphia 76ers president 

of basketball operations Mike 
Gansey, an Ohio high school rival 

of James on the court, expects the 
legend will boost the club and the 
community.

“There’s no doubt LeBron is 
one of the greatest players to ever 
play the game of basketball and 
there are no words to measure 
the impact he’ll have on this 
organisation,” Gansey said.

“I’ve had the pleasure of 
knowing LeBron since high school 
and have seen the high-level 
impact he has produced at every 
stop of his basketball journey. He 
is a consummate professional, the 
ultimate competitor, and a tireless 
worker.

“But he’s also an incredible 
person with natural leadership 
traits, a family man, and someone 
who possesses unwavering 
commitment to community and 
those around him. We couldn’t be 
happier that he’s officially here.”

The 76ers posted a photo on 
social media of a James jersey, 
keeping his tradition number 23 
with his new club, hanging in a 
locker with a crown on a shelf 
inside it, a nod toward “King 
James” being with the Sixers.

James has taken teams into the 
NBA playoffs 19 times, matching 
a league record, with post-season 
averages of 28.2 points, 8.9 
rebounds, 7.2 assists, 1.7 steals and 
1.0 blocked shots over 302 games.

In June, James announced 
he was leaving the Lakers and 
numerous clubs were seen 
as contenders to become his 
new home, including Miami, 
Cleveland, Golden State and 
Minnesota as well as the 76ers.

Philadelphia swung a deal 
with Boston three weeks ago for 
Brown, sending Paul George to 
the Celtics, and together with 
centre Embiid and top guards 
Maxey and Edgecombe they 
provided a lineup too good for 
James to pass up in his quest for a 
fifth NBA title.

“I believe I can help make the 
Philadelphia 76ers a champion-
ship team and I am so excited to 
energise a new fan base and start 
this incredible journey one last 
time,” James posted on X Friday. 
                 – AFP

PARIS – Serbian 
tennis legend Novak 
Djokovic and women’s 

number one Aryna Sabalenka top 
the list of pairings entered for the 
US Open mixed doubles.

However, both men’s world 
number one Jannik Sinner and 
second-ranked Carlos Alcaraz have 
not entered the competition which 
was heavily revamped last year.

Reforms featured a shorter 
scoring format in the earlier rounds 
and a new scheduling slot - played 
over two days - before the singles 
draws in an attempt to encourage 
the top players to enter.

Italian doubles specialists Sara 
Errani and Andrea Vavassori, who 
criticised the changes, will defend 
the title they won last year, which 

came with a US$1 million winners’ 
cheque.

Djokovic, 39, and 28-year-old 
Sabalenka are certain to feature 
among the initial six pairings 
selected according to world rankings 
when the deadline for entries closes 
on August 17.

“Anytime you can bring women 
and men together on the same team, 
you showcase tennis at its best,” 
said US Tennis Association CEO 
Craig Tiley.

“This is exactly what the mixed 
doubles championship does.

“We are proud to again bring 
the world’s top players together in 
a format that will provide exciting 
entertainment for our fans.”

Wimbledon champion Sinner - 
who did not enter last year’s mixed 

doubles - is “prioritising” his health 
ahead of the final Grand Slam of 
the year and is also bypassing the 
Canadian Open, which runs from 
August 2-13.

Alcaraz, who did play last year 
with Emma Raducanu, is recovering 
from a wrist injury that ruled him 
out of both the French Open and 
Wimbledon.

Eight teams will be determined 
via wild card and announced on a 
date to follow. Two teams will earn 
a main draw spot by advancing 
through the eight-team qualifying 
draw played on August 24.

The two-day tournament gets 
underway on August 25, five days 
before the men’s and women’s 
singles competitions begin.

– AFP

‘Thrilled’ 76ers sign James 
with eyes on NBA title run

Djokovic & Sabalenka team up for all-
star US Open mixed doubles pairing

The WTA (Women’s Tennis Association) Foundation hosts a unified tennis clinic 
for Special Olympics athletes ahead of day two of the Mubadala Citi DC Open 2026 
at William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center yesterday in Washington, DC.         – AFP



which his lawyer reportedly took.
Marvel films, including the highly 

successful “Avengers” movies, went 
on to become some of the highest 
grossing blockbusters of all time.

Bolerjack said that Lee “knew 
that he made a bad deal, and he never 
tried to blame Disney for that.”

He also “didn’t have any 
animosity towards Marvel.”

“He loved being the mascot. He 
loved doing the cameos.”

Allies
In his final days, Lee was 

actually visited by Marvel Studios 
chief Kevin Feige, according to 
Bolerjack.

“Kevin was very gracious and 
very nice and took the time. And 
Stan, I know appreciated it – made 

him feel, you know, special that he 
came all the way out like that.”

Bolerjack insisted that the 
documentary is not about a famous 
person who was swindled, but rather 
about a situation that can happen to 
anyone.

“The story is that anything 
can happen to you. Anything can 
happen to your parents. You should 
pay attention.”

He said that right down the hall at 
Comic-Con – where Lee was a frequent 
guest-of-honour – someone could be 
making a bad deal, if they didn’t have 
the right people in their corner.

“If I took you right now... 
down to the floor and I pointed at 
someone, and I said, ‘That guy is 
the next Stan Lee.’ What would you 
do about it?”         – AFP
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SAN DIEGO – Comic book 

enthusiast Jon Bolerjack began 
filming with Stan Lee around 
2014, intending to document 
how the legendary creator behind 
some of the world’s most beloved 
superheroes was spending his 90s.

But along with Lee’s superstar-
dom – fans clamouring for photos 
and autographs – the filmmaker 
documented worrying instances of 
alleged exploitation that he warns 
could happen to anyone.

“Stan Lee: The Final Years” 
hits streaming platforms yesterday, 
despite what Bolerjack described as 
opposition from some in the industry.

The documentary includes 
allegations from people close to 
Lee of exploitation by two former 
managers, one of whom was charged 

in 2019 – a year after Lee’s death at 
the age of 95 – with fraud, theft, and 
the unlawful deprivation of liberty.

Bolerjack, who said he was with 
Lee in the days before his death, told 
AFP in an interview at Comic-Con 
in San Diego that he faced pressure 
not to release the film, including 
from one of Lee’s former managers 
and several companies – which he 
would not identify.

“There are companies that did 
things that feel guilty,” he said.

“But then the other side of that 
is – if you want Stan’s face on a 
lunchbox, do you want people to 
think happy thoughts about Stan, 
or do you want them to know that it 
wasn’t so happy?”

Bad deal
Born in 1922 in New York, 

Stanley Martin Lieber began 

working as a teenager at Marvel’s 
predecessor, Timely Comics, where 
he adopted the pen name Stan Lee 
and co-created some of the most 
famous superheroes, including 
Spider-Man and Black Panther.

His characters were flawed men 
– endowed with superpowers but 
also plagued by mundane problems 
– which captivated audiences and 
created legions of fans.

Bolerjack’s documentary 
portrays Lee as an affable artist but 
terrible dealmaker.

“Nobody has made more bad 
business decisions than I have,” Lee 
admits in one scene.

He describes how Disney, as it 
sought to acquire Marvel, offered 
him a percentage of future profits. 
But on the advice of a lawyer, 
he instead accepted a one-time 
payment of US$6 million, half of 

Documentary on Stan Lee’s final years faced industry 
opposition, filmmaker says

US director Jon Bolerjack (“Stan Lee: The Final Chapter”) poses during Comic Con 
International in San Diego last Thursday.                 – AFP 

Poster for US director Jonathan 
Bolerjack’s “Stan Lee: The Final 
Chapter” – Image courtesy of IMDb  

LOS ANGELES – US singer 
D4vd will stand trial on charges 
of killing and dismembering a 
14-year-old girl who prosecutors 
say threatened to reveal their illegal 
sexual relationship, a judge ordered 
on Monday.

Judge Charlaine Olmedo ruled 
there was enough incriminating 
evidence to proceed after a five-day 
hearing, during which prosecutors 
presented text messages from the 
teen victim – whose body was 
discovered in the trunk of D4vd’s 
car – threatening to end his career.

The 21-year-old singer, whose 
real name is David Anthony Burke, 
allegedly began a sexual relationship 
with Celeste Rivas Hernandez when 
she was 13 and he was 18.

Burke has denied one count 
each of murder, continuous sexual 
abuse of a child under the age of 
14, and unlawful mutilation of 
human remains. He could face life 
imprisonment or the death penalty 
if convicted.

Prosecutors say Hernandez was 
jealous of another woman and threat-
ened to reveal their relationship in 
April 2025, about 24 hours before 
her death and three days before his 
first album was released.

“I swear to GOD I will kill u she 
was in my dam seat i will strangle 
u...i will end ur career and ur life I 
will damage anything,” Hernandez 

wrote in profanity-laced texts 
presented by prosecutors.

The singer then allegedly paid for 
an Uber to bring her to his home and 
subsequently stabbed her to death.

According to prosecutors, Burke’s 
Amazon receipts show he purchased 
chainsaws and an inflatable pool, 
as well as a portable “burn box” 
incinerator that turned out to be too 
small to destroy her body.

Hernandez’s decomposing body 
was found in September 2025 in 
the trunk of a Tesla registered in 
the singer’s name, which had been 
towed to a Hollywood impound lot.

‘Abhorrent’
The singer rose to fame in 

2022 when his song “Romantic 
Homicide” became a viral sensation 
on TikTok. He performed at 
Coachella music festival last year.

The hearing was told that 
Hernandez’s family was aware of 
her relationship with the singer 
and had given written consent for 
her to travel to London with him in 
September 2024.

She became pregnant by Burke 
and had an abortion, according to text 
messages presented at the hearing.

They broke up in November 
2024 but remained in contact.

Burke’s defence said Hernandez 
had been violent toward the singer, 
and that she had bipolar disorder 

and had expressed suicidal ideation.
Defence lawyer Blair Berk said 

“there was no evidence of deliberate 
intention to kill.”

Prosecutor Beth Silverman in 
turn said “there’s nothing in this 
case that sounds like an accident” 
and accused the defence of “dirtying 
up the victim.”

Patrick Steinfeld, an attorney 
representing Hernandez’s family, 
said: “I find it abhorrent that 
defence attorneys are trying to put 
any blame on this young child.”

The next hearing, to discuss the 
trial schedule, will take place on 
Friday.       – AFP

US singer D4vd to stand trial in killing of teenage girl

D4vd pictured during an interview with 
POV JOV on  May 27, 2025 – Photo 
courtesy of Narasi/Wikimedia Commons 

LOS ANGELES – Christopher 
Nolan’s latest blockbuster, “The 
Odyssey,” retained the top spot 
at the North American box office 
in its second week, taking in an 
additional US$87 million, industry 
estimates showed on Sunday.

The film from Universal 
had an “outstanding hold” for 
its second weekend, industry 
analyst David A. Gross said, after 
it dropped only about 30 percent 
from its US$124 million debut.

“Once or twice a year a movie 
opens big and then plays for 
weeks and weeks... ‘The Odyssey’ 
is showing that kind of holding 
power, and Christopher Nolan has 
done it before,” said Gross.

With an additional US$353 
million overseas, the film has already 
grossed US$640 million worldwide.

Based on Homer’s ancient 
epic poem, the star-studded film 
tracks hero Odysseus as he faces 
obstacle after obstacle on his way 
home from the Trojan War.

It is the first film ever to be shot 
entirely on IMAX film cameras, 
as Nolan leaned into filmmaking 
heritage for this modern adaption 
of one of humanity’s oldest stories.

Matt Damon and Anne 
Hathaway lead the cast as Odysseus 
and Penelope, with Tom Holland 
portraying their son Telemachus.

Second place went to “Moana,” 
Disney’s latest live-action remake 
of one of its animated hits.

It took in an additional 
US$10.5 million in its third week 
out, for a total domestic haul of 
US$102 million and US$125 
million more overseas.

“Disney spent US$250 million 
to reimagine the oceanic-set movie, 
so ‘Moana’ will struggle to swim to 
profitability in its theatrical run,” 
commented Variety.

Third place also went to 
Disney and its fifth instalment 
of the animated “Toy Story” 
franchise.

It took in US$10 million in 
its sixth week, breaking the US$1 
billion-mark at the global box office.

It is the highest grossing film 
of the year so far, Variety reported.

Fourth place went to Bleecker 
Street’s “Hadestown: The 
Musical,” with US$9.7 million.

The adaptation of the Tony-
award-winning musical blends 
two ancient Greek myths with 
themes of love and class struggle, 
set in the Depression-era world.

Gross called the opening “very 
good for the genre.”

Fifth place went Universal’s 
“Minions & Monsters,” with 
US$9.6 million, for a total global 
haul of US$381 million.       – AFP

Nolan’s ‘Odyssey’ shows staying 
power at N American box office
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A blessing
A burnt-out Buddha statue sits on a scorched garden following a wildfire in 
Pelayos de la Presa, 65 kilometres south-west of Madrid, yesterday.
Firefighters in Spain made progress after a “positive night” against wildfires 
raging west of Madrid that have forced the evacuation of tens of thousands of 
people, Interior Minister Fernando Grande-Marlaska said yesterday.  – AFP

Not shepherd’s delight
Firefighters drive around a burning forest while monitoring a wildfire close to a 
residential area near Lege-Cap-Ferret, southwestern France, on Thursday. – AFP

Purple haze
People watch the 
Moonlight Rainbow 
Fountain on Banpo 
Bridge, over the Han River 
in Seoul yesterday.  – AFP

Keeping an eye on the ball!
Nigeria’s Oyesade Olatoye competes in the women’s hammer throw qualifying rounds 
during the athletics event at the Scotstoun Stadium in Glasgow, on day four of the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland, on Monday.    – AFP

Rainbowland
Participants pose nude and with their body painted as US photographer Spencer 
Tunick takes photographs upon his collective art action “Grand Spectrum” in Santa Ana 
square, in the Vegueta district of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain on Sunday.   – AFP

Posing for the Lionesses
This photo taken on January 8 shows an African elephant in southern Amboseli in 
Kajiado County, Kenya. Members of Team Lioness, an all-female community ranger 
unit operating in Ole Narika conservancy, a corridor that connects Amboseli National 
Park with the Tsavo ecosystem and serves as a vital migratory route for elephants 
and other wildlife that would otherwise face increasing pressure from human 
encroachment.               – Xinhua


