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The new Court of Final Appeal
(TUI) building was inaugurated
by Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
yesterday, according to a TUI
statement yesterday evening.

The Court of Final Appeal was
relocated from its previous premises
in the Nam Van Lake district to the
Old Courthouse in the city centre
yesterday.

The media were not invited
to cover yesterday’s inauguration
ceremony.

The Court of Final Appeal had
shared a building with the Court
of Second Instance (TSI) in the
Nam Van Lake district since the
establishment of the Macao Special
Administrative Region (MSAR) on
December 20, 1999. The building
is situated next to the Legislative
Assembly (AL) building.

Following the top court’s
relocation to the Old Courthouse
in the city centre yesterday, the
building in the Nam Van Lake
district is now used by the Court of
Second Instance only.

The government launched
a project to convert the Old
Courthouse and the adjacent
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Old Courthouse

) President Song Man Lei unveil the inaugural plaque of the

newly named Court of Final Appeal Building, previously known as the Old Courthouse, on Avenida da Praia Grande yesterday.

former Judiciary Police (PJ)
headquarters into the new premises
for the Court of Final Appeal. The
project, which began in October
2022, was completed in February
this year.

The three-judge Court of Final
Appeal has now been relocated to

the new complex in the city centre,
consisting of the Old Courthouse on
Avenida da Praia Grande, and a new
building on Rua Central constructed
on the site where the former PJ
headquarters was demolished.

The new building on Rua Central
is used for the Office of the President

US envoy quits UN Security Council
meeting to protest France comments

NEW YORK — The United
States walked out of a UN Security
Council meeting yesterday when
France’s ambassador took the
floor, protesting French comments
comparing the US to North Korea
and other authoritarian states
regarding votes on human rights.

Dan Negrea, an alternate repre-
sentative to the General Assembly
and a senior US delegation official,
slammed what he called “disingen-
uous grandstanding” by Paris.

“There is a member of this
council that will feign moral
outrage and pretend to lecture
the rest of us about every topic,
whether it’s about the very
conflict we’re discussing yet again
today, or even those unrelated to
international peace and security,

like human rights,” Negrea said.

“That is why we walked out
during France’s intervention” at
the meeting, which focused on the
war in Ukraine.

Such a walkout from the
Security Council, the UN’s highest
decision-making body where both
France and the United States
are  veto-wielding  permanent
members, is very rare.

On Friday the United States
was one of 10 countries to vote
in the General Assembly against
extending Volker Tiirk’s term as
UN high commissioner for human
rights, joining the ranks of North
Korea, Russia and Nicaragua,
among others.

“The US used to be a beacon
of human rights. Not anymore,”

France’s mission to the United
Nations in Geneva posted in
English after Friday’s vote.

“Today, it stands alongside
North Korea, Nicaragua, Mali &
Russia, isolated. And the world no
longer listens to it.”

In his remarks yesterday,
Negrea said: “I remind them that
it is the United States that remains
the beacon of liberty for the world.
As such, we will not be affording
them the benefit of listening to
their politicized drivel.”

French Ambassador Jerome
Bonnafont responded to the US
walkout, saying: “This year we are
celebrating the 250™ anniversary
of the United States. And everyone
knows the role France has played
in that.” —AFP

- Photo: TUI

of the Court of Final Appeal.

The Court of Final Appeal is
currently headed by Song Man
Lei. Since the establishment of
the MSAR, the top court had been
headed for nearly 25 years by Sam
Hou Fai until late August 2024
when he resigned as the MSAR’s
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chief judge so that he could run in
the chief executive election. Sam
took office as the MSAR’s chief
executive on December 20, 2024.
Song was appointed as the president
of the Court of Final Appeal in early
December 2024, filling the vacancy
of the MSAR’s top judge left by
Sam’s resignation.

According to yesterday’s TUI
statement, Sam and Song unveiled
the inaugural plaque of the new
TUI  building yesterday. The
new premises for the top court is
officially named the Court of Final
Appeal Building.

The Old Courthouse built in
1951 initially housed various
entities by  Macau’s  then
Portuguese administration and later
its courts. After the establishment
of the MSAR, the building was
used for the Court of First Instance
(TJB) until 2003. The three-storey
building in Portugal’s “Estado
Novo” (“New State”) style was
subsequently used for temporary
exhibitions and other cultural
activities, before the launch of the
project for the new Court of Final
Appeal premises a few years ago.

Continued on p.6

Yingge and lion dance performances are jointly presented at an event to promote
tourism for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA), in East
Rutherford, New Jersey, the United States, on Sunday. Guangdong Province on
Sunday showcased its vast cultural and tourism resources in New Jersey, inviting
American visitors to experience the region’s diverse attractions. Yingge
Dance (95K %), often dubbed the “Chinese Warrior Dance,” is a traditional folk

performance originating from Guangdong’s Chaoshan region.

- Xinhua
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Xi says China ready to further
strengthen bilateral, multilateral

strategic coordination with Brazil
President Xi Jinping said yesterday that China stands
ready to further strengthen bilateral and multilateral strategic

coordination with Brazil.
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—Storyon p. 7

New Al tools let readers talk to
books

Imagine a world where you could ask a book a
question as you read it. That’s the pitch from a wave of
new Al tools letting readers do exactly that.
— Story on p. 11
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Colombia’s president-elect vows
to break ties with Cuba, Nicaragua

Colombia’s hard-right president-elect Abelardo de la
Espriella vowed on Sunday to break off diplomatic relations
with Cuba and Nicaragua when he takes office on August 7.

— Story on p. 12
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Sport Ends, Legacy Remains

Commentary by Manuel Silvério
Independent Sports Analyst and Regional
Development Consultant
(Former senior public official with
extensive international experience and a
long-standing commitment to public policy
and sports development)

The return of the Volleyball Nations
League (VNL) Finals to Macau last week was
a momentous occasion.For many, it simply
marked the return of some of the world’s
finest national teams. For others, myself
included, it was an opportunity to reflect on
how a major international sporting event can
help shape the development of a city.

For around three decades, international
volleyball has brought Macau far more than
outstanding matches. It has helped educate
generations of young people, trained sports
administrators and technical professionals,
fostered new forms of cooperation with the
private sector, projected Macau onto the
international stage, and laid the foundations
for a culture of organising major international
events that continues to benefit the city today.

Long before the establishment of the
Macao SAR, the territory had already
begun to establish its international sporting
reputation through the FIVB* World Grand
Prix. In 1994, thanks to the decisive support
of my friend and mentor Wei Zizhong — a
prominent FIVB leader and one of the most
respected figures in international sports
diplomacy —Macau succeeded in bringing this
prestigious competition to the territory. At the
time, few could have imagined that it would
become one of the longest-running and most
significant international sporting projects in
Macau’s history.

Over the following three decades, Macau
regularly hosted FIVB World Grand Prix
tournaments, staged the World Finals on
two occasions, and naturally accompanied
the evolution of the competition into today’s
Volleyball Nations League. Yet its greatest
legacy was never confined to what happened
on the court.

Every edition became a learning
experience.
Macau learned how to negotiate

international television broadcasting and
commercial rights, attract private sponsorship,
combine public and private investment, work
with international media organisations, and
meet the demanding technical standards
required by one of the world’s leading sports
federations.

The medal and trophy presentation
ceremonies, conducted in accordance with
the FIVB’s rigorous protocol, also became
a valuable learning platform. Many of the
procedures later adopted during the 2005 East
Asian Games, the 2006 Lusofonia Games, and

the 2007 Asian Indoor Games were first tested
and refined through international volleyball.

The event also marked the beginning of
a new relationship between Macau and the
private sector. For the first time, systematic
negotiations were conducted for both financial
sponsorship and in-kind support, bringing
together local and international companies in
a genuine, city-wide project.

At the same time, thousands of hours of
international television coverage brought
Macau into millions of homes across the
world — long before international promotion
became an explicit public policy objective.

The greatest investment was never
financial; it was an investment in people.

Hundreds of secondary school students
volunteered at the event, many experiencing
a major international sporting competition
for the first time. Some formed the national
flags during the opening ceremonies using
traditional card displays. Others served as
ball retrievers, line judges, electronic scorers,
interpreters, team assistants, hospitality staff,
and protocol assistants.

Without realising it, they were acquiring
skills that would remain with them throughout
their lives.

The same was true of many officials from
what was then the Macau Sports Development
Board. For an entire generation of
professionals, international volleyball became
a genuine school of event organisation,
protocol, logistics, international relations, and
teamwork.

Today, many of those former volunteers
and technical staff continue to serve Macau
in public administration, sports associations,
private companies, and numerous areas of
community life. The experience they gained
through volleyball remains embedded in the
city’s development.

Perhaps that is the true meaning of legacy.

A sporting event comes to an end.

Its human impact remains.

Looking back over this journey, it becomes
clear that the FIVB World Grand Prix was far
more than an annual sporting competition.
It became a long-term rehearsal for much
greater challenges, laying the foundations for
Macau to organise major multi-sport events in
the years that followed.

The experience accumulated over those
years enabled Macau, after the establishment
ofthe Macao SAR, to host the 2005 East Asian
Games, the 2006 Lusofonia Games, and the
2007 Asian Indoor Games successfully. What
today may appear natural was built patiently
over time through continuous learning,
constant refinement of procedures, and, above
all, the development of people.

None of this happened by chance. It was
the result of the combined efforts of local
Portuguese administration, the Macao SAR

Government, sports associations, Sponsors,
volunteers, and thousands of residents who
believed that sport could play a vital role in
projecting Macau onto the international stage.

The benefits were also felt across the local
economy.

Over the years, the event -created
opportunities for companies involved in
staging, production, transport, hospitality,
catering, translation, media, advertising,
security, and many other specialised services.
For numerous small and medium-sized local
enterprises, international volleyball provided
valuable commercial opportunities while
helping them acquire expertise in servicing
major international events.

For that very reason, I believe it is now
appropriate to reflect on how this collective
legacy should be managed.

As society evolves, it is only natural
that new organisational models emerge
and that the private sector assumes greater
responsibility in delivering major events.
Such developments can be positive and
should, in many respects, be welcomed.

However, when an international event that
has helped shape Macau’s global image over
more than three decades begins operating
under a different model, public authorities
must maintain a clear, long-term strategy to
preserve, support, and maximise the value of
that collective legacy.

This is not about questioning who
organises the event today, nor does it
diminish the important contribution made by
the Volleyball Association of Macao, China,
together with its partners, in delivering the
competition.

Rather, it is about ensuring that an
international sporting product built over more
than thirty years through public investment,
accumulated expertise, and the dedication
of successive generations remains integrated
into Macau’s broader development strategy.

A major sporting event is never simply
a few days of competition. It represents
international  relationships,  specialised
knowledge,  professional  development,
employment opportunities, economic value,
and a reputation that takes decades to build.

For that reason, the management of this
collective legacy should not depend solely
on the success of each individual edition. It
should form part of an overarching strategy
capable of continuing to benefit the whole
community.

A few days ago, I came across a simple
but meaningful example of that legacy.
My son Daniel shared several photographs
on social media taken when he was still
a teenager alongside some of the world’s
greatest volleyball players who had competed
in Macau. He wrote that it was through those
experiences that he fell in love with the sport,

began training and competing, met people
from many different countries, and formed
friendships that remain strong today.

I believe he is far from being the only
one. Like many young people in Macau, he
found in volleyball much more than a sport.
He found a school of life where he learned the
values of respect, teamwork, discipline, and
fair play.

Perhaps that is the greatest legacy
international volleyball has left to Macau.

The arenas empty.

The matches end.

Champions change.

Yet the people shaped by those experiences
remain. So do the technical professionals
whose careers began there, the volunteers
who discovered new vocations, and a city that
gained the confidence to organise some of the
most significant international sporting events
in its history.

That is why major sporting events should
never be judged solely by spectator numbers,
television audiences, or their immediate
economic impact. Their true value lies in
their ability to develop people, accumulate
knowledge, strengthen institutions, and create
opportunities that continue to benefit society
long after the final whistle.

Now, as the Volleyball Nations League
(VNL) has returned once again to Macau, it
is worth remembering that this remarkable
journey began more than 30 years ago.

Sport ends.

Legacy remains.

It is now the responsibility of today’s
institutions, public leaders and future
generations to preserve and build upon this
collective legacy. Only then can Macau
continue to establish itself as an open, globally
connected hub capable of transforming major
sporting events into lasting opportunities for
human, social and economic development

End
The  Fédération  Internationale  de
Volleyball (FIVB) is the international

governing body for all forms of volleyball,
including indoor volleyball and beach
volleyball.

Established in 1947 in Paris by 14
founding nations, the federation has grown
significantly and now represents 222 National
Federations across five continents. Its
headquarters have been located in Lausanne,
Switzerland since 1984, placing it close to the
International Olympic Committee (I0C).

The FIVB's mission is to promote and
develop the sport globally, positioning it as
a major media and entertainment attraction.
In 2024, the FIVB launched the Volleyball
Foundation to support community and social
development projects through the sport. —
DeepSeek, MPD

Gongbei Customs seizes 85 geckos at HZMB

Armindo Neves

Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs issued a
statement on its WeChat official account on
Saturday that its officers seized 85 geckos at
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB)
checkpoint on July 1.

According to the statement, on that day,
customs officers at the mega bridge’s Zhuhai
checkpoint noticed an anomaly during a
routine X-ray inspection of a Hong Kong-
Guangdong dual plate vehicle.

Upon further inspection, customs officers
discovered three backpacks in the boot of
the vehicle, inside of which were multiple
transparent plastic boxes wrapped in plastic

film, the statement said, adding that each
box contained a live animal and was labelled
with its hatching date, totalling 85.

On July 9, the statement said, the batch of
live reptiles was identified by the Technical
Centre of Gongbei Customs as crested
geckos (Correlophus ciliatus), adding that
this species has no natural distribution in
China and is classified as an alien species.

Gongbei  Customs reminded the
public that under the Chinese mainland’s
Biosecurity Law and other relevant laws and
regulations, the unauthorised introduction of
alien species is prohibited. The unauthorised
carrying or sending of live animals and plants

This undated
handout photo
provided by
Zhuhai’s Gongbei
Customs on
Saturday shows
one of its officers
holding a crested
gecko.

into the Chinese mainland is also forbidden.
Those who violate these regulations will be

held legally accountable by the authorities in
accordance with the law. B
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Macao Union Hospital
performs 1 emergency heart
procedure to save tourist

Khalel Vallo

The Islands Healthcare
Complex — Macao Medical Centre
of Peking Union Medical College
Hospital (PUMCH), colloquially
known as Macao Union Hospital*,
said in a statement yesterday that
it has successfully performed its
first emergency  percutaneous
coronary intervention**  (PCI),
saving a Chinese mainland tourist
who suffered cardiac arrest and
cardiogenic shock.

According to the Chinese-
language statement, the middle-
aged male tourist from the Chinese
mainland suffered a sudden cardiac
and respiratory arrest last Tuesday
after collapsing outside the hospital.
Upon arriving at the Emergency
Department, the patient experienced
recurrent  ventricular fibrillation
and was in a critical condition,
the statement said, adding that an
emergency medical team, led by
a consultant emergency physician
from PUMCH, immediately
initiated Advanced Cardiac Life
Support (ACLS) and successfully
achieved the return of spontaneous
circulation (ROSC) within a critical
20-minute window.

A ventricular fibrillation (V-fib)
is a fatal heart rhythm where the
lower heart chambers quiver instead
of pumping blood, causing sudden
cardiac arrest.

The Emergency Department
then consulted two resident chief
cardiologists from PUMCH, who
determined the patient required
emergency interventional treatment
because of a malignant arrhythmia
associated with multivessel
coronary artery disease, the
statement noted.

A malignant arrhythmia is
a severe, life-threatening heart
rhythm disorder that can cause
sudden cardiac arrest.

The hospital activated its
emergency fast-track protocol and
prepared its cardiac catheterisation
laboratory, where doctors carried
out an emergency PCI with stent
implantation, the statement said,
underlining that the procedure
successfully reopened the blocked
coronary artery and marked the
first emergency PCI performed
since the cardiac catheterisation

laboratory  opened.  Following
surgery, the patient was transferred
to the Intensive Care Unit (ICU)
for monitoring, according to the
statement.

A joint assessment by specialists
in intensive care, cardiology and
cardiothoracic surgery confirmed
the  patient had  developed
cardiogenic shock, a life-threatening
condition in which the heart cannot
pump enough blood to the body, the

statement highlighted.
In order to provide immediate
treatment, the medical centre

coordinated with the public Conde
de Sdo Januario Hospital Centre
to urgently borrow an intra-aortic
balloon pump (IABP) and related
equipment, the statement said,
adding that the balloon pump was
successfully implanted without
delay to improve coronary blood
flow and support the patient’s heart.
The statement said that the
patient was in stable condition and
is continuing to receive treatment as
well as being monitored in the ICU.
The statement said that the
successful rescue demonstrated the
effectiveness of multidisciplinary
collaboration among its emergency,
cardiology, intensive care and
cardiothoracic surgery teams, as
well as its cooperation mechanism
with Conde de Sdo Janudrio
Hospital Centre, adding that it
will continue strengthening its
critical care capabilities to provide
high-quality medical services for
residents and visitors. W
* Macao Union Hospital is
a comprehensive public hospital
established by the local government.
It officially  began  operations
in September 2024. It is jointly
operated and managed by the Macao
SAR Government and the prestigious
Peking Union Medical College
Hospital (PUMCH) in Beijing. In
Cantonese, Macao Union Hospital
is known as “hip woh” (1%#1), or
“harmony”. — DeepSeek, MPD
**Percutaneous coronary
intervention (PCI), also known as
coronary angioplasty, is a minimally
invasive procedure used to open
blocked or narrowed heart arteries.
It involves balloon angioplasty and
the placement of a wire mesh tube
called a stent. — Gemini

Percutaneous Coronary
Intervention

Coronary
arteries

Atherosclerosis

(plaque)

Good blood flow

This 2021 image downloaded courtesy of Ohio’s Care at Cleveland Clinic shows the
structure of a percutaneous coronary intervention (PCl).
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Contest aims to promote Macau'’s
fusion of Chinese & Western cuisine

Armindo Neves

The Macao Catering Industry
Association held the awards
ceremony for its first-ever contest,
the “Morro Style Chicken Rice
Gold Flavour Award Selection”, at
Carmo Hall in Taipa yesterday.

The contest was part of the
group’s event “Molo Takes You on
a Journey Through Macau”, which
was sponsored by the Commercial
Development Fund (FDIC).

According to the statement, the
competition attracted 189 catering
businesses, with four awards
presented based on professional
judging and a public vote: the
“Morro Style Chicken Rice Gold
Flavour Award Selection”, the
“Traditional Flavour Award”, the
“Innovative Flavour Award”, and
the “Online Popularity Award”.

The event commenced in March,
with a citywide public voting phase
held in June that attracted a total of
382,285 votes, the statement said,
adding that during the campaign,
sales of the Moorish Chicken Rice*
(MEMEZE ) dish across Macau rose
by 30 percent.

The following restaurants have
won the “Morro Style Chicken Rice
Gold Flavour Award Selection”
competition, such as San Hong
Café, Ocean Club-Coffee House,
Alves Café, The Lee Jia gourmet
coffee, Good Day, and La Paloma.

Aeson Lei lan Leong, president
of the association, told reporters on
the sidelines thathe hopes to promote
the initiative on an ongoing basis

!

held by the Macao Catering Industry Association yesterday at the Carmel Hall in
Taipa. — Photo: The Macao Catering Industry Association

through an institutionalised annual
competition combined with the
association’s original IP character,
“Molo”. The initiative’s aim is
to preserve Macau’s traditional
culinary craftsmanship, encourage
innovation and improvement within
the industry, and raise quality
standards across the sector, Lei said.
He added that the event also seeks
to attract visitors through food and
retain them through culture, guiding
tourists into local communities for
a deeper, more authentic experience
of Macau’s distinctive character. B

* WEVEERR ("Moorish chicken
rice”, or arroz de mouro in Portu-
guese; pronounced molo-kai-fan
in Cantonese) is a traditional
Macanese fusion dish with deep
historical roots blending Portu-
guese, South Asian (Indian or
Malaccan), and local café cultures.

“WEME " (mo lo) is an old Canton-
ese transliteration derived from
“Moor” (“Mouro” in Portuguese).
Historically, it was used in south-
ern China to refer loosely to people
from South Asia, the Middle East, or
the Islamic world as a whole.

Etymologically,  the  term
“Moors” does not refer to a single
distinct ethnic group or nation.
Instead, it was an exonym — a
name applied by Europeans — to
describe the Muslim inhabitants
of Northwest Africa, the Iberian
Peninsula (modern Spain and
Portugal), Sicily, and Malta
during the Middle Ages. The
term originates from the Latin
word “Mauri”, which the ancient
Romans used to describe the
indigenous Berber-speaking tribes
of Mauretania in north-western
Africa. — Gemini, MPD

Contest to showcase talent of local youngsters
in language & performing arts

Armindo Neves

The 17" Chinese Children’s
Film Dubbing Contest (Macau
section) concluded at Macao
Museum near the Ruins of St.
Paul’s on Saturday.

Speaking to  the  Post
yesterday, Shelly Cai (ZK%4%),
president of the Macau Parent-
Child Toastmasters Club, said
the winners in the children’s and
junior groups will advance to the
national competition in Beijing on
August 14.

The contest was organised by
the club and the China National
Film Museum, in conjunction
with the China Film Association

and the China Children’s Film
Association (CCFA).

Cai said in a speech during
the event that in response to
Macau’s development strategies
and in an effort to promote
the  professionalisation  and
sustainable development of the
local performing arts sector, the
competition focuses on promoting
the nation’s outstanding linguistic
and cultural heritage. The aim
is to enhance young people’s
Putonghua expression skills and
overall artistic literacy, as well as
to inspire the younger generation’s
enthusiasm for language arts
through diverse forms of vocal

Jury members
and contestants
pose for a group
photo during
% the 17 Chinese

s Children’s Film
Dubbing Contest
(Macau section)
hosted by the
Macau Parent-Child
Toastmasters Club
at Macao Museum
near the Ruins
of St. Paul’s on
Saturday. - Photo:
Macau Parent-Child
Toastmasters Club

performance. She added that, in
doing so, the competition seeks to
strengthen cultural confidence and
unleash creative vitality.

According to a statement
released during the contest, the event
was divided into two categories — a
children’s group and a junior group
— attracting a total of 40 participants.
Contestants selected excerpts from
a designated library of film and
television clips for their dubbing
presentations.  Judges  scored
each performance independently
based on four key dimensions:
language control ability, emotional
expression, dubbing technique, and
overall effect. m
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The Travelling Dolls: .

where art and anthropology meet

Interviews by Rui Pastorin

r I Yhe worlds of anthropology and art are coming
together at “Wondersome and Peculiar Voyages:
The Travelling Dolls”, the latest exhibition hosted
at the Rui Cunha Foundation (FRC) gallery.

Presenting their pieces are Macau visual anthropologist
and artist Cheong Kin Man and his wife, Polish artist
Marta Stanistawa Sala. Marking the duo’s first exhibition
in Macau dedicated to their artworks, the event not
only invites viewers to a showcase of their intercultural
cooperation over the years, but might urge one to reflect on
people’s diverse backgrounds, cultures, and stories.

The exhibition’s concept builds on a single guiding
question, which Cheong, who the Post interviewed along
with Sala and curator Sara Neves during last week’s
opening, said was: “How can we tell the bigger picture
through our own stories?”, adding that the exhibition was
about “doing artistic autoethnography* as an innovative
methodology in anthropology”.

Cheong described the social science as a very reflexive
and critical while also being open for discussion. “Now it’s
also a trend to use arts to tell something that conventional
anthropology cannot tell”, he pointed out.

Neves meanwhile added that the exhibition weaves the
artists” personal lives and backgrounds into it, bringing
together the best of both worlds and therefore turning
them into artworks with an anthropology background. The
resulting pieces mainly include textiles and videos, while
the duo’s new “Travelling Dolls” series is the centre point
of the exhibition and was created with Macau in mind.

An emphasis on translinguality

Among the topics they are exploring through these
pieces are cultural exchange, migratory experiences,
and ethnic identity. Another important area the couple
is tackling is the idea of translinguality**, with Cheong
noting that this is inspired by their interactions with art
circles and daily life in the German capital of Berlin, where
the couple is based in addition to Lisbon where Cheong is
pursuing a PhD in anthropology.

The translingual portion also comes from more
personal experiences with cultural interaction, with
Cheong adding: “It is important to foster language equity”,
considering factors such as their marriage and having a
Kurdish-German sister-in-law. “Basically, we encounter
multilingualism every day, but the importance is how we
can really put these languages in an equal position, so this
is one of the main reasons why we started our cooperation”.

With textiles being a large part of the showcase,
Sala noted how they come into play and how they are
metaphorically used to talk about differing backgrounds
and identities.

“These textiles are also metaphorically connected
to movement and to many identities, which we even
cannot count how many stories are in the textile”, from
production to its eventual disposal, in all being a process
akin to tracing and collecting hidden stories and processes,
Sala pointed out. At the same time, these stories travel with

with different people.

“Even when we’re travelling we’re searching for this
translinguality”, Sala said. And Macau is no exception.

Sala observed the city as having a reputation as a
“place of connecting different identities”, while also
noting that public spaces also see other influences aside
from its Eastern and Western mix.

On that note, the curatorial text is not only available
in Chinese, Portuguese, and English, but even in Tagalog,
Vietnamese and Indonesian, citing inspiration from a
multilingual advertisement the couple saw and wanted to
integrate it into their art.

Neves further pointed out that the city includes a “very
large population” of people of different backgrounds,
nationalities, and stories, also wanting to put a spotlight
onto this aspect of the city. “These people also live in
Macau, they are really part of the city, a very important
part. So, it’s also a way for us to call back and to honour
them in the exhibition”, harkening back to what she wrote
in the curatorial text.

“All of us, we are a little bit like these travelling dolls,
right? So, all of us, even if we don’t come from a different
country, we have stories, we have ancestrality, we have maybe
our families’ stories in different countries”, with the exhibition
not only showing something, but a way for exhibitiongoers to
think about themselves and their own history.

The works continue to be on display at the Cunha
gallery, located on Avenida da Praia Grande, until Saturday.
One can visit from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and from
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

*Autoethnography is a qualitative research method
where a writer uses their own personal experiences to
analyse and understand broader cultural, social, or
political issues. - Gemini

** Translinguality is the state, quality, or capacity of
operating across and fluidly mixing multiple languages. -
Gemini

Read more on: https://www.macaupostdaily.com/
news/28861

Macau visual anthropologist and artist Cheong Kin Man (from left to right), Polish artist Marta Stanistawa Sala,
and exhibition curator Sara Neves pose with one of the pieces being exhibited at the “Wondersome and Peculiar
Voyages: The Travelling Dolls” exhibition in the Rui Cunha Foundation (FRC) gallery. — Photos: Rui Pastorin

textiles, with more narratives and layers continuing to be
added and organising each event to create new languages
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‘2026 Sands Shopping Carnival’
draws nearly 160,000 visits

Rui Pastorin

The “2026 Sands Shopping
Carnival” concluded its four-day
run on Sunday, with its seventh
edition garnering a record high of
nearly 160,000 visits, according to a
statement from the integrated resort
operator yesterday.

This brings the total visits across
the seven editions to 800,000, the
statement said, adding that 4,000
complimentary booths have been
provided for local businesses to
date, being “highly received among
both Macau residents and Greater
Bay Area [GBA] visitors™.

This year’s carnival, which ran
from Thursday through Sunday,
was on an expanded scale, featuring
more than 580 booths, according to
the statement.

There were also eight themed
zones, among which was the new
Sports Experience Zone that featured
a pickleball area and a basketball
shooting challenge with October’s
NBA China Games at The Venetian
Arena. The statement added that
the carnival’s Cultural and Creative
Zone meanwhile drew a raft of
brands from the GBA for the first
time, while this year also saw the
event’s largest food court, with 58
popular local eateries featured.

Meanwhile, the ICBC ePay
Presents: Greater Bay Area Karaoke

This photo provided by Sands China last night shows an overhead view of the
packed food court at the 2026 Sands Shopping Carnival at four-day The Venetian
Macao’s Cotai Expo which concluded on Sunday.

King Singing Competition had
nearly 150 singers from the GBA,
with over half of the applicants from
Hong Kong, the statement said.

The cooking activity “BOC
Smart Kids Presents: Little Master
Chef Workshop” has meanwhile
drawn nearly 3,000 participants
over the past seven years.

Sands China Executive Vice
Chairman Wilfred Wong Ying Wai
was quoted by the statement as saying:
“Over the years, the event has helped
local SMEs expand their business
opportunities while providing trainees
from social service organisations with

a valuable platform to apply their
skills, showcase their talents and
unleash their potential”.

He added: “By uniting the
strength of the business, commercial
and social service sectors, the
event fully demonstrates Macau’s
vibrancy and diversity. We are
especially encouraged that the
carnival is drawing an increasing
number of visitors from across the
Greater Bay Area to Macau, further
cementing its position as one of the
region’s most influential consumer
events, attracting 800,000 visits
over the past seven years”.

Police nab man for defrauding gambler
of 26,000 yuan with hell banknotes

The hell banknotes seized from the suspect are displayed at
the pressroom of the PJ headquarters yesterday.

Tony Wong

Aman from the Chinese mainland
has been arrested for scamming a
gambler out of 26,000 yuan (31,015
patacas) using hundreds of hell
banknotes* intended for traditional
ancestral worship.

The case was announced by
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman
Ho Wai Lok during a special press
conference yesterday.

The suspect is a 36-year-
old unemployed mainland man
surnamed Dong. His accomplice was
still at large at the time of yesterday
afternoon’s press conference.

The incident occurred on
Saturday last week. The male
victim had sought to exchange yuan
for Hong Kong dollars to gamble.
He arranged via a WeChat group to
meet the illicit money exchanger,
agreeing to swap 76,000 yuan for

()

HK$90,000 in cash.

After arriving at a hotel room
in Cotai where Dong and his
accomplice were waiting, the victim

transferred an initial instalment of
26,000 yuan via Alipay to one of

the duo’s accounts. However, as
the victim attempted to send the
remaining 50,000 yuan via WeChat
Pay, the duo claimed that their
accounts could not receive any
more money as they had reached
their transfer limit.

Atthat point, Dong’s accomplice
left the room. Dong then unzipped
a black bag and handed over a
bundle of “banknotes”. Upon closer
inspection, the victim discovered
the stack consisted entirely of joss
paper — hell banknotes meant to
be burned for the deceased — and
immediately called the police.

PJ officers seized 963 hell

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded “hell
banknote” fraud suspect to a PJ vehicle outside the PJ
- Photo: PJ  headquarters in Zape yesterday.

2

- Photo: Tony Wong

banknotes at the scene. Under
police questioning, Dong admitted
to carrying the hell banknotes to
Macau from the mainland.

Dong has been referred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) to
face a charge of fraud. m

*Hell banknotes (also known as
hell money, or joss paper currency)
are form of ceremonial paper
money burned in traditional East

Asian ancestral worship rituals,
particularly in Chinese, Vietnamese,

and Korean cultures. Despite the
harsh-sounding name, they are
not associated with punishment
or damnation. Instead, they are
burnt as ancestral offerings so
that deceased relatives have funds
to ensure a comfortable afterlife,

pay off spiritual debts, or pay the

guardians of the underworld. —
Gemini, MPD
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Local team to compete
in Guangdong-HK-Macau
Cantonese cuisine skills
contest

Khalel Vallo

A local five-member team
organised by the Macao Federation
of Trade Unions’ (FAOM aka
Gung Luen) Culinary and Catering
Services Training Centre will
compete in the 7" Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area “Cantonese Cuisine Chef”
Vocational Skills Competition
in Heyuan next month, as the
three regions aim to strengthen
cooperation in skills training and
talent development, according to
a Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL)
statement yesterday.

The four-day competition
will be held from August 6 to 9
in Heyuan, a Hakka-speaking

city in the northeastern region of

Guangdong Province, the statement
said, adding that it will be jointly
organised for the first time by the
bureau, Guangdong’s Department
of Human Resources and Social
Security, Hong Kong’s Vocational
Training Council, and the People’s
Government of Heyuan,

The bureau said that the joint
organisation aims to mark an
important milestone in promoting
vocational skills development and
industrial cooperation across the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Held under the theme “Taste the
Green, Fresh Cantonese Cuisine
Competition”, this year’s event
features two main competition
categories — Chinese Cooking and
Chinese Dim Sum, showcasing
skills across the Guangzhou,

Chaoshan, and Hakka* culinary
traditions, the statement said,
noting that more than 180 finalists
representing  Guangdong’s 21
prefecture-level cities, as well as
Hong Kong and Macau, are set
to compete, making it the largest
edition of the event to date.

Macau’s delegates will vie for
honours across the “Cantonese
Cuisine Master Group” and
“Cantonese Cuisine Newcomer
Group” categories, with a local
culinary expert also serving as
an official competition judge, the
statement added.

In addition to the contests,
organisers  will  host  online
public competitions, master chef
demonstrations, culinary showcases,
talent recruitment activities and
cultural exchange programmes,
the statement said, adding that the
event will also include exhibitions
highlighting the three major
Cantonese cuisine traditions, Hakka
intangible cultural heritage food
experiences, and displays of local
agricultural products.

The bureau said that it will
continue strengthening cooperation
with Guangdong and Hong Kong
through regional vocational skills
competitions, with the aim of
promoting skills training, talent
development and GBA integration
while supporting Macau’s
economic diversification. B

* The Hakka are a Han Chinese
sub-ethnic group whose name
translates to “guest families”. —
Gemini

This undated handout photo provided by the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL)
yesterday shows a culinary demonstration by a chef about Cantonese cuisine in
Heyuan City.
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Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.

A FEW SHOWERS.

POSSIBLE THUNDERSTORMS.
FORCE 3 TO 4 EASTTO
SOUTHEASTERLY WINDS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE
BETWEEN 75%

AND 95%.

924/
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Source: SMG |
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Sam opens top court in Old Courthouse

Continued from p.1

The government was
previously planning to convert
the Old Courthouse into the city’s
new central library, but eventually
axed the proposal in 2020 when it
decided to turn the heritage-listed
building and the adjacent former PJ
headquarters into the new premises
for the Court of Final Appeal.
The city’s new central library is
currently being constructed on the
site where the former Hotel Estoril,
opposite Praga do Tap Siac, was
demolished.

Chief judge’s speech

Delivering a speech during
yesterday’s inauguration ceremony,
according to the statement, Song
noted that the newly named
Court of Final Appeal Building,
previously known as the Old
Courthouse, was constructed in
1951 and was previously used as
offices for wvarious government
entities and courts.

Song said that the building
holds deep historical memories of
Macau’s judicial organs, silently
bearing witness to the smooth
transition of the judicial system
and judicial organs during the early
stages of Macau’s return to the
motherland and their subsequent
sustained  development. = The
building has also recorded
the dedication and efforts that
numerous judges, prosecutors,
and other judicial personnel have
poured into building the rule of law
in the MSAR, she said.

Song said that the relocation of
the Court of Final Appeal to its new
premises has enabled facilities and
equipment of the MSAR’s judicial
organs to reach a new level, while
demonstrating the great importance
attached by the government to
judicial independence and the rule
of law and reflecting the strong
expectations across all segments
of civil society for judicial fairness
and efficient adjudication.

Song said that the new building
provides the Court of Final Appeal
with a better working and judicial
environment, enabling all court
staff to better fulfil their legal
duties and deliver higher-quality
services to the public.

[ e
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Vehicles drive past the newly named Court of Final Appeal Building in Nam Van

yesterday.

Song said that the opening of
the new Court of Final Appeal
Building is a major historical
milestone in the top court’s
development. This represents not
only a fresh starting point, but also
brings new responsibilities, she
said.

The chief judge pledged
that the Court of Final Appeal
will continue to firmly uphold
the constitutional order of the
MSAR established by the nation’s
Constitution and the local Basic
Law, faithfully implement the
“One Country, Two Systems”
principle, resolutely safeguard
the nation’s sovereignty, security,
and development interests, and
independently exercise judicial
power and final adjudication in
accordance with the law.

The top court will ensure
that all cases are tried fairly and
promptly, serving as the ultimate
safeguard of social fairness and
justice, she said.

Song underlined that the Court
of Final Appeal will continue to
promote judicial transparency and
accessibility, enhance the quality
of judicial decisions, strengthen
communication with all sectors of
society, and align its work more
closely with the public to better
serve them.

Moreover, Song said, the
court will make full use of the
new building’s facilities to further
advance  court  digitalisation,
streamline  case  management

- Photo: Tony Wong

processes, boost judicial efficiency,
and contribute to the rule of law and
a harmonious society in Macau.

According to the statement,
yesterday’s inauguration ceremony
was also attended by Legislative
Assembly (AL) President André
Cheong Weng Chon, Secretary for
Administration and Justice Wong
Sio Chak, Secretary for Security
Chan Tsz King, and Secretary
for Transport and Public Works
Raymond Tam Vai Man.

The ceremony was also
attended by Tong Hio Fong,
the  prosecutor-general  (chief
public prosecutor) of the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP), as well
as judges, prosecutors, and other
senior representatives of Macau’s
legal sector.

Following the ceremony, the
dignitaries toured facilities in
the new Court of Final Appeal
Building, including courtrooms,
meeting rooms, and the library.

The statement noted that the
site where the new Court of Final
Appeal complex is located covers
3,524 square metres.

The renovated edifice covers
a gross floor area of 4,855 square
metres, with three storeys plus a
one-floor basement, while the new
building on Rua Central covers
a gross floor area of 6,538 square
metres, with three storeys plus a
two-floor basement. Consequently,
the whole complex covers a gross
floor area of 11,393 square metres,
the statement said. m

Beijing says US firms train Al models
on Chinese examples

BEIJING — Beijing accused US
Al companies yesterday of using
Chinese examples to train their
models, days after Washington
threatened sanctions on Chinese
firms for allegedly stealing US
technology.

“It is understood that many
American artificial intelligence
enterprises have distilled Chinese
models during their research,
development and training
processes,” the Ministry of
Commerce (MOC) said in a
statement.

Distillation is a process in
which an Al model is trained to

mimic the output of a larger, more
capable one.

The method is widely used
across the industry, but US officials
say Chinese firms have deployed it
at scale to illicitly copy proprietary
American systems.

The Ministry of Commerce said
the US accusations “lack factual
basis and legal grounds, adopt
double standards in practice, and
constitute typical acts of artificial
intelligence hegemonism”.

“China will take all necessary
measures to firmly safeguard its
legitimate and lawful rights and
interests,” it added.

Last week, a senior White
House official accused Chinese
startup Moonshot Al of covertly
copying Anthropic’s most advanced
model to build its Kimi K3.

The latest Moonshot model
stunned the US tech industry
upon its release, setting off a fresh
discussion over the Al rivalry with
China.

US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent last week threatened
sanctions against China, amid
reports the US is also weighing a
ban or curbs on foreign-made open
source models that are often built
through distillation. —AFP
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Chinese chipmaker CXMT
soars 500 pct on debut as Al
fuels shortages

SHANGHAI - Leading
memory chipmaker CXMT became
the most valuable company in the
Chinese mainland after soaring
more than 500 percent on its market
debut  yesterday, underscoring
how AI demand is boosting the
semiconductor sector.

The race to build data centres
that power Al has fuelled a global
memory chip shortage while
causing business to boom for the
companies that produce them.

ChangXin Memory
Technologies (CXMT) is the
world’s fourth-largest maker of
DRAM memory chips, with around
eight percent market share.

It wants to rival South Korea’s
Samsung Electronics and SK hynix,
and US giant Micron, companies
that have also seen profits and share
prices skyrocket in recent months.

The firm’s shares rocketed 530
percent yesterday, taking its market
capitalisation to 3.65 trillion yuan
(US$540 billion) — surpassing
megabank ICBC as the Chinese
mainland’s most valuable company.

The interest “reflects investors’
overwhelmingly bullish sentiment
towards China’s flagship domestic
memory chip firm”, Larry Yang,
chief economist of First Seafront
Fund Management, told AFP.

The Central People’s Govern-
ment is increasingly counting on
homegrown hardware to boost its
position in the Al race with the
United States.

Going public allows CXMT
to secure capital that will “lay a
solid foundation” for expanding
production capacity and spending
on chip development, Yang said.

“Meanwhile, it will boost the
company’s global influence and
help lift its market share in the
worldwide memory chip sector.”

That view was shared by
Zhang Guobin, founder of Chinese
specialist website eetrend.com.

He called the initial public
offering (IPO) a “turning point in the
global storage industry landscape
and the development trajectory of
China’s semiconductor sector”.

Memory shortage
CXMT, founded in 2016 and
based in the eastern region of

R e

factory on the outskirts of Beijing.

This photo taking yesterday shows the ChangXin Memory Technologies (CXMT)

Anhui, had raised 66.6 billion yuan
in a blockbuster IPO, Bloomberg
News reported.

That marked the Chinese
mainland’s biggest ever tech share
sale — beating the 46.3 billion
yuan raised by Semiconductor
Manufacturing International Corp
(SMIC) in 2020.

Advanced memory chips are in
huge demand for their key role in Al
servers, alongside other powerful
data-crunching semiconductors
made by the likes of Nvidia.

That has created a major
shortage of the less flashy DRAM
chips used in laptops, phones and
other electronics, pushing up prices.

US giant Apple, feeling the
pinch of shortages, is reportedly
testing CXMT’s DRAM chips for
use in its products.

CXMT is on the Pentagon’s list
of Chinese companies with alleged
military ties, although that does not
prohibit US firms from doing deals
with them.

“Broadly speaking”, CXMT
is a viable challenger to the top
three memory chipmakers, said
Ellie Wang, an analyst at Taiwan-
based market intelligence firm
TrendForce.

“As customers diversify their
supplier base amid the shortage,
CXMT  should gain further
opportunities”, she told AFP.

Although the IPO should
support CXMT’s long-term capacity
investments, “it is unlikely to ease
the current shortage immediately,”
as such expansion typically takes
around a year or longer, Wang
added.

CXMT is not the only memory
chipmaker ~whose shares have
benefited massively from the Al boom.

This month, SK hynix soared
13 percent on its first day of trading
on Wall Street, capping one of the
world’s biggest ever stock sales.

Its market capitalisation on
Seoul’s Kospi index soared past
USS$1 trillion in May.

That milestone was also recently
hit by Samsung Electronics and
US chipmaker Micron — with Al
thrusting the three memory chip
firms into a previously exclusive
club of around a dozen companies,
nearly all American. —AFP
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Xi says China ready to further strengthen bilateral,
multilateral strategic coordination with Brazil

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping said
yesterday that China stands ready to further
strengthen bilateral and multilateral strategic
coordination with Brazil.

Xi made the remarks during a phone call
with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva.

Xi said in recent years, the building of
a China-Brazil community with a shared
future and the alignment of the two countries’
development strategies have made positive
progress, which has played an important role
in advancing the development of both nations
and improving the well-being of the two
peoples, while contributing valuable stability
to a volatile international landscape.

Noting that this year marks the 105®
founding anniversary of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) and the beginning
of China’s 15" Five-Year Plan, and that
Brazil will usher in a key domestic political

agenda, Xi said China stands ready to further
strengthen bilateral and multilateral strategic
coordination with Brazil, thus maintaining
the positive momentum in building a China-
Brazil community with a shared future.

Xi said that, in the face of new
circumstances and challenges, China and
Brazil, both important members of the
Global South, should firmly stand on the
right side of history, as well as the side of the
progress of civilization, and play a greater
constructive role in reforming and improving
the global governance system, and upholding
international fairness and justice.

The two sides should jointly promote
the high-quality development of greater
BRICS cooperation, chart the right course
for cooperation, maintain the momentum of
unity, deliver more outcomes, and write a new
chapter of solidarity and self-reliance for the
Global South, he said.

China, Xi said, highly values Brazil’s
international status and important influence,
and supports Brazil in safeguarding its
sovereignty and independence, opposing
external interference, and contributing to
maintaining regional and world peace and
stability.

Lula said Brazil and China have made
positive progress in building a community
with a shared future for a more just world and
a more sustainable planet, with cooperation
across various fields advancing rapidly.
Bilateral trade has reached a new record high,
while the series of events under the Brazil-
China Cultural Year has further strengthened
the public foundation for friendship between
the two peoples.

He said Brazil looks forward to
strengthening cooperation with China in
such areas as artificial intelligence, energy
and mineral resources, and welcomes more

Chinese enterprises to invest in Brazil to
diversify bilateral cooperation and deliver
more fruitful outcomes.

Brazil congratulates China on the
successful hosting of the 2026 World
Artificial  Intelligence Conference and

highly appreciates President Xi’s vision of
promoting open and inclusive international
cooperation and global governance in artificial
intelligence, he said.

Brazil stands ready to enhance multilateral
coordination with China, uphold the authority
of the United Nations, strengthen solidarity
and cooperation within BRICS, firmly
safeguard multilateralism, resolutely oppose
power politics, adhere to resolving hotspot
issues through dialogue and consultation,
and jointly uphold international fairness and
justice as well as world peace and stability,
Lula added.

— Xinhua

China’s rising global favorability

reflects the appeal of cooperation

and openness
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This photo taken yesterday shows an XR device at the Yongjiang Laboratory (Y-LAB), in
Ningbo, Zhejiang Province. Focusing on new materials and related areas, the Yongjiang
Laboratory (Y-LAB), launched by Zhejiang Province and Ningbo City, is committed to
delivering cutting-edge basic research and leveraging technological innovations to

support economic development. An XR device (Extended Reality device) is any piece of
hardware designed to combine real and digital environments, or to create fully immersive
virtual experiences. XR serves as an umbrella term encompassing three main immersive
technologies: Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented Reality (AR), and Mixed Reality (MR). - Xinhua

China supports Brazil
in opposing ‘interference’:
Xi tells Lula

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping told
his Brazilian counterpart yesterday that
he supports the country in “opposing
external interference”, Beijing’s state
media said, reporting a call between the
leaders.

The conversation between Xi and
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
came less than three months before an
election in Brazil pitting the incumbent
against right-wing candidate Flavio
Bolsonaro.

“China highly values Brazil’s
international status and important
influence,” Xi told Lula, according t0
Xinhua.

Beijing  “supports  Brazil in
safeguarding its sovereignty and
independence,  opposing  external
interference, and contributing to

maintaining regional and world peace
and stability”, Xi added.

According to a statement from the
Brazilian presidency, Lula and Xi also
“agreed on the importance of speeding
up negotiations for a Mercosur-China
agreement”, referring to the 5-member
Southern Common Market

During the call, which lasted “more
than one hour”, Lula said he was
“committed to diversifying markets
and trade partners”, amid tariff pressure
on Brazil from the United States, its
second-largest trading partner.

Washington imposed two rounds of
tariffs this month on various Brazilian
products, after an initial major tariff
hike in 2025 as retaliation for a coup-
plot trial that sent former president Jair
Bolsonaro to prison.

Lula has denounced Washington’s
tariff pressure as an attempt to exert
political influence in an election year.

—AFP, MPD

Commentary

BEIJING — A new survey from the Pew
Research Center found that China is now seen
more positively than the United States in most of
36 countries surveyed. In many places, positive
perceptions of China have reached their highest
levels since records began.

The findings add to a growing body of
international surveys pointing to the same conclusion:
a China committed to peaceful development, shared
prosperity, innovation and openness is earning
increasing trust and goodwill around the world.

The details are particularly revealing. Among
the 20 economies with comparable data, mostly
high-income countries, the median share of
respondents expressing favorable views of China
reached 46 percent, compared with 36 percent
for the United States. In many middle-income
countries, respondents are also more likely to
regard China as a reliable partner and a contributor
to global peace and stability.

These findings are far from an isolated case.
Earlier this year, Gallup reported that global
approval of China’s leadership had surpassed
that of the United States by the widest margin
in nearly two decades. Similar conclusions have
also emerged from surveys conducted by ASEAN
think tanks, Brand Finance’s Global Soft Power
Index and other international institutions.

Numbers tell only part of the story. Behind the
changing figures lies a broader recognition of what
China has contributed to the world.

China has become an increasingly important
source of global stability and growth. By
expanding high-level opening up, China continues
to share development opportunities with the rest
of the world. More importantly, it is increasingly
making innovation a global public good rather
than an exclusive privilege.

The recently concluded 2026 World
Artificial Intelligence Conference in Shanghai
illustrated this commitment. Beyond showcasing
breakthroughs in frontier technologies, China
proposed the establishment of a World Al
Cooperation Organization to help developing
countries bridge the digital divide. As artificial
intelligence reshapes the global economy, China
is advocating that technological progress should
benefit all rather than deepen inequality.

China’sappealisequallyrootedinits philosophy
of mutually beneficial cooperation. Through high-
quality Belt and Road cooperation, China has

helped expand connectivity and development
across the world. From the China-Laos Railway
and the Jakarta-Bandung High-Speed Railway to
Peru’s Chancay Port, major infrastructure projects
have created new opportunities for growth.

Meanwhile, development initiatives such
as Juncao technology, Luban Workshops and
medical assistance programs have delivered
tangible benefits to local communities. Behind
growing goodwill are not political slogans, but
real development and shared prosperity.

China’s growing international standing also
reflects its consistent commitment to safeguarding
peace and improving global governance.

Through the Global Development Initiative,
the Global Security Initiative, the Global
Civilization Initiative and the Global Governance
Initiative, China continues to provide public
goods for addressing shared global challenges.
In an increasingly turbulent world, China has
demonstrated that it is a force for stability rather
than confrontation.

China’s growing international goodwill is also
fostered by the appeal of its culture.

Chinese cultural products are reaching wider
global audiences than ever before. The phenomenal
international success of the animated film Ne
Zha 2 and the video game Black Myth: Wukong
has sparked renewed global interest in Chinese
mythology and traditional culture. Following the
inscription of the Spring Festival on UNESCO’s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity, celebrations of the Chinese
New Year have become increasingly global.

With the largest number of UNESCO
intangible cultural heritage elements in the world,
China continues to present an ancient civilization
through a modern, open and confident lens. More
young people are discovering a China that is
creative, diverse and welcoming.

Ultimately, rising global favorability toward
China is the natural response to a country that
pursues development through openness, advances
cooperation through mutual benefit, promotes
peace through dialogue and enriches the world
through cultural exchange.

China has long believed that when the world
prospers, China prospers, and when China
prospers, the world benefits. As more countries
experience China’s development firsthand, that
conviction is increasingly shared by people around
the world. — Xinhua
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Marcos says ‘perhaps time to
reV|S|t nuclear energy

MANILA — Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos, who declared a
national energy emergency this year,
said yesterday that nuclear power
might hold answers for a country
paying the highest electricity prices
in the region.

Marcos made the suggestion in
a wide-ranging State of the Nation
speech that placed spiralling energy
costs and inflation, driven by the war
in the Middle East, centre-stage.

“Perhaps it is time for us to
revisit nuclear energy production,”
Marcos told the joint session of
Congress.

“We will ensure it is safe. We
will ensure the good benefits of
nuclear energy will be explained
properly to the public.”

The Bataan Nuclear Power Plant
— the only nuclear power plant in
the Philippines — was completed in
the 1980s but never launched due to
corruption issues and safety concerns.

The Philippines has conducted
exploratory talks about nuclear
energy with numerous countries
including Japan, France, Russia
and the United States.

Marcos offered no specifics
about his atomic energy plans, the
Philippines announced a deal with
the United States in May 2024 to
train Filipinos how to build and
operate nuclear power plants.

Carlo Arcilla, former director
of the Philippine Nuclear Research
Institute, told AFP reintroducing
nuclear energy into the
conversation was a “no-brainer”.

“While it’s true that we have
hydro and geothermal, these are
not enough. We’ve experienced a
lot of brownouts, especially in the
Visayas,” he said, referencing a
region of the central Philippines that
is home to more than 20 million.
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Protesters carry banners during a demonstration that coincides with Ph:hppmes
President Ferdinand Marcos’ State of the Nation Address (SONA) in the House of

Representatives, in Quezon City suburban Manila yesterday.

“I hope the president follows this
up with concrete action,” Arcilla said.

Energy Secretary Sharon Garin
said in March that the import-
dependent archipelago planned to
boost the output of its coal-fired
power plants to keep electricity
costs down as the war wreaked
havoc with gas shipments.

Marcos separately unveiled a
raft of measures aimed at providing
relief for the country’s embattled
middle class, including exempting
those earning up to 350,000 pesos
(US$5,670) from income tax
entirely. The previous threshold
had been 250,000 pesos.

‘No big fish’

Three kilometres away, a
crowd of about 3,000 protesters
unable to approach the House of
Representatives waved banners
and called for accountability over a
corruption scandal tied to bogus flood
control projects believed to have cost
taxpayers billions of dollars.

A year removed from a speech

- AFP

that first put the issue in the
spotlight, Marcos —whose approval
rating sits at 38 percent according
to recent polling — insisted that
the wheels of justice were turning,
confirming that his own cousin
would soon face charges.

“Even though this is painful for
me, we need to do what is right,”
he said of charges the country’s
ombudsman is preparing against
former House of Representatives
speaker Martin Romualdez.

But critics have bemoaned the
lack of arrests over the past year.

To date, the scandal has seen
just one sitting politician arrested
on charges tied to the scandal.
A second was charged after first
resigning his position, then fleeing
the country.

IyaTrinidad, a 25-year-old activist
among the protesters, slammed the
pace of investigations, saying “no big
fish have been caught”.

“Last year, Marcos said, ‘Have
some shame,” but up to now, no
one is ashamed,” she said. — AFP

Explosion, ‘suspected bomb’in Manila before Marcos speech

MANILA — A homemade bomb
detonated near the entrance of the
Philippine justice ministry early
yesterday, officials said, hours before
a suspected unexploded device was
found near the country’s Senate.

The explosion just after midnight,
which resulted in no casualties, and
the discovery of the second suspected
bomb came hours before Philippine
President Ferdinand Marcos was due
to give an annual State of the Nation
address.

National police chief Jose
Melencio Nartatez Jr told reporters
yesterday there was a “big
possibility or probability that the
two (incidents) are related”.

He said that, while police had
contingency plans for “bomb

threats, actual bombings and other
(things)... something got past
us and exploded in front of the
Department of Justice”.

It was not immediately clear
how large the early morning blast
had been.

“We are still investigating, so
we cannot give you details on how
massive or small the explosion
was,” Manila police spokesman
Philipp Ines told AFP.

Images posted by Philippine
media showed what appeared to be
a vehicle windscreen cracked by the
blast and a small amount of debris.

Police said in one report that
the device at the Senate had been
spotted on a street abutting the
building just before 8:30 a.m.

[local time] by a tow truck driver,
who alerted security staff.

Personnel trained in handling
explosive  ordnance  removed
material from the scene that
included a blasting cap, clock and
a jar containing a “brown powder”
for testing.

Regional police spokeswoman
Hazel Asilo declined to estimate
the size of the explosion the device
could have produced.

Marcos’s speech yesterday
comes at a time of heightened
political tensions, with Vice
President Sara Duterte in the
middle of an impeachment trial,
while voters have also been roiled
by a corruption scandal tied to
bogus flood control projects. — AFP

Typhoon Noul death toll rises to 3 in Philippines

MANILA - Typhoon Noul
has left three people dead and one
missing in the southern Philippines’
Mindanao, said the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council (NDRRMC)
yesterday.

The NDRRMC said the storm
has affected 63,606 families, or
295,066 people, in the Philippines.
Atotal of 7,550 people remain in 31
evacuation centers, while the storm
damaged 671 houses, including
246 that were destroyed and 425

that sustained partial damage.
Government agencies have
provided more than 10 million
pesos (about US$162,000) in relief
assistance as damage assessment
and validation of casualties
continue. — Xinhua
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Singapore detains 3 ‘self-radicalised’
teens over planned attacks

SINGAPORE -  Singapore
authorities said yesterday they
had arrested three teenagers over
separate plots to carry out shooting,
stabbing and bomb attacks, warning
ofthethreat of “youthradicalisation”
in the security-conscious city-state.

The three boys, detained between
April and June, had been “self-
radicalised” online, adopting violent
extremist ideologies, the Internal
Security Department (ISD) said.

They are held under the Internal
Security Act, which allows for
detention without trial.

One of them, a 14-year-old student,
is accused of planning a stabbing
attack at his school, the ISD said.

Drawn to the jihadist ideology
of the Islamic State group, he
allegedly intended to target “non-
Muslim teachers and schoolmates”
and livestream the attack.

He had initially tried to acquire
a gun but dropped the plan because
of Singapore’s strict firearm laws,
and considered making a bomb but
lacked the funds for it, the ISD said.

The boy idolised mass shooters,
and was a fan of first-person shooter

games on online platform Roblox,
according to the security agency.

In another case, a 19-year-old
tertiary student allegedly planned knife
attacks against soldiers at an air base
and LGBTQ students at his school.

The third suspect, a 15-year-old
boy, was in the “early stages” of
planning a bomb attack, the ISD said.

“Though their cases are not
related, all three were self-radicalised
online by violent extremist ideologies,
and had made preparations to conduct
local attacks,” it said.

“These three cases drive
home the severity of the youth
radicalisation threat in Singapore.”

Last year police detained an
18-year-old who allegedly planned
to livestream an attack on a mosque
in Singapore with homemade guns,
knives and Molotov cocktails.

A 2024 government report on
terrorism threats flagged youth
radicalisation as “a particular
concern”, with 13 of the 52 cases
of “self-radicalised” individuals
identified at the time by the security
agency involving people aged 20 or
younger. —AFP

‘Grumpy’ Pallas kittens on display
at Japan zoo

KOBE — Five young Pallas’s cats,
dubbed the world’s grumpiest feline for
their sullen facial expressions, went on
display at a zoo in Japan on Thursday.

Kobe Animal Kingdom put the
four males and one female, all born
in May at the facility, on public
viewing last week.

The animals are believed to be
one of the oldest living cat species
and are native to the dry, rocky
areas of Central Asia.

They are not commonly

displayed at zoos as they are
relatively more sensitive  to
infections, the Kobe zoo said in a
written statement to AFP yesterday.

The Kobe kittens weighed around
150 grams when they were born but
now weigh more than one kilo and are
starting to eat solid food like chicken
and horse meat, the zoo said.

“We hope people would come
and see how healthy they are, playing
wholeheartedly and sleeping soundly
like kids,” the zoo said. —AFP

Pallas’s cat kittens, a
species considered to be the
world’s oldest living feline,
are seen in their enclosure
at Kobe Animal Kingdom in
Kobe, Japan yesterday.
Pallas’s cat Azu gave birth
to five kittens on May 12.
-AFP

Indonesia closes over 800 free meal
kitchens over hygiene violations

JAKARTA - Indonesia has
permanently closed 833 kitchens
participating in President Prabowo
Subianto’s flagship free nutritious
meal program for failing to meet
hygiene, sanitation and food quality
standards, the National Nutrition
Agency said yesterday.

Agency chief Sudaryono told a
press conference that the kitchens
had been given time to address
deficiencies  identified  during
inspections, but were shut down
permanently after failing to comply
within the prescribed period.

“The suspended kitchens were
linked to hygiene problems, food
poisoning and poor food quality,
and failed to meet the standards we
require,” he said.

The closures involved 98 kitchens
in Sumatra, 311 in Java and Madura,
and 424 in other parts of the country.

Sudaryono said the permanently
closed kitchens would no longer
receive  government payments,
unlike facilities placed under
temporary suspension.

He added that beneficiaries
would continue to receive meals,
with distribution redirected to
nearby operational kitchens to
prevent disruption to the program.

The free nutritious meal
program, one of Prabowo’s flagship
policies, provides daily meals to
schoolchildren and other vulnerable
groups across Indonesia. It has
faced scrutiny over food safety
incidents since its launch. — Xinhua
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Flooding forces residents to flee homes by boat in Pakistan

MURIDKE, Pakistan — Flooding
from heavy monsoon rains inundated
villages in eastern Pakistan, pushing
residents to flee their homes by boat
over fields turned into vast swathes
of water yesterday.

AFP journalists witnessed small
motor boats chartered by volunteers
ferrying residents to safety, but
many more were left stranded in
Muridke district in Pakistan’s most
populous province of Punjab.

“It has been four days, and no
rescue team has reached us,” said
32-year-old Igra Salman.

“We have no electricity, no clean
water, and now we have completely
run out of food supplies,” she said.
“We are surrounded by floodwater
on all sides.”

Flood-related incidents, including

by drowning and from house

collapses, have killed 109 people in
Pakistan since June 26, according to
official disaster agency figures.

Around a third of the deaths are
in Punjab.

Volunteer rescuers said they had
launched an effort to rescue people
and recover their belongings from
around a dozen villages.

“Four rescue boats... are actively
conducting  rescue  operations,
evacuating people stranded by
the flooding,” said Haris Dar, a
volunteer rescuer, standing by a
huge lake-like body of brown water.

‘We have lost everything’

But even when brought to safety,
residents faced difficult conditions,
sleeping in small tents in humid
heat, nestled between the huge body
of water and the road.

Ex-president Yoon found guilty
of election disinformation

SEOUL — A South Korean court
handed jailed ex-president Yoon
Suk Yeol an 18-month suspended
sentence yesterday for spreading
disinformation in his 2022 election
campaign before his martial law bid.

The Seoul Central District Court
ruling could see South Korea’s main
opposition People Power Party
(PPP), which Yoon represented,
forced to pay 39.7 billion won
(US$29 million) to the election
commission if it is upheld on appeal.

It could also see Yoon’s 2022
electoral win nullified, a largely
symbolic blow for the disgraced ex-
leader who is already serving a life
sentence for insurrection.

Yoon declared martial law in
December 2024, ordering troops to
shut parliament, before MPs rallied
to vote it down after just six hours
and oust him.

The 65-year-old and his close
cohorts have since been prosecuted
in a hail of criminal cases.

Yesterday’s sentence, suspended
for three years, was handed down
by judges who found Yoon guilty of
twin violations of polling legislation
by making false statements on the
2022 election trail.

Yoon won the vote with a margin
of just 0.7 per cent.

However, the court found he had
been dishonest about his ties to a
shaman and lied during an interview
at a Buddhist conference to cover
up a 2019 meeting with the mystic
in a bid to skirt controversy.

Yoon wore a neutral expression
as judges also ruled he had lied

about introducing a lawyer to a tax
official who was investigated for

alleged bribery.
“The defendant, a leading
candidate in the presidential

election — a procedure for selecting
the nation’s highest public official
— publicised false information
regarding his specific actions to his
advantage,” said the ruling, read
aloud on a livestream.

“There are sufficient grounds to
determine that the voters’ ability to
make informed decisions — a value
the offence of disseminating false
information seeks to protect — was
compromised by these incidents.”

Yoon’s legal team said in
a statement to AFP there were
“significant errors” in the judgment
and said they would lodge an appeal.

Under South Korean law, the
election commission reimburses
parties for all their campaigning costs
if they win more than 15 percent of
the vote — legislation designed to limit
the influence of money in politics.

Candidates sentenced to prison
for election offences — including
airing false information — are
mandated to be removed from office,
with their campaign funds returned to
the National Election Commission.

The PPP spent 39.7 billion
won contesting 2022’s presidential
election, a spokeswoman told AFP,
and expects to be forced to pay back
the cash if the ruling is upheld.

That amount would total roughly
one-third of the beleaguered party’s
assets, according to election
commission filings. —AFP

Shopkeepers and workers stand outside their closed shops in Amritsar, India
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yesterday during a state-wide strike called to protest the alleged lathi-charge on

sanitation workers in Barnala.

-AFP

Muhammad  Ramzan, 45,

recalled water rushing in during the
early hours of the morning shortly
before his family’s house collapsed.

An aerial view shows makeshift camps built for flood-affected people after heavy
monsoon rains induced a rise in the water level of the river Ravi in Pakistan’s
Muridke yesterday.

- AFP

“The water rose so rapidly that we

had no opportunity to save or remove
any of our belongings,” he said.

“We have lost everything and

have nothing,” he added.

Pakistan is vulnerable to the
effects of climate change, with
limited resources for adaptation.

While South Asia’s seasonal
monsoon  brings rainfall that
farmers depend on, climate change
is making the phenomenon more
erratic, unpredictable and deadly
across the region.

In neighbouring Afghanistan,
flash floods and heavy rainfall
killed 34 people between July 20-
26, according to disaster authorities,
including a deluge in eastern Nuristan
province that left around 100 missing.

In 2022, what UN chief Antonio
Guterres called a “monsoon on
steroids” caused havoc across
Pakistan, killing around 1,700
people and submerging huge areas
of the country. —AFP

Indian activists demand release of detained ‘cockroach’ protesters

NEW DELHI — India’s youth-
led “cockroach”  movement,
whose nationwide protests forced
the resignation of the education
minister, urged authorities
yesterday to release all detained
demonstrators.

The online Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), which organised
protests over exam paper leaks and
other irregularities, said they had
received reports of students held in
detention, particularly in the states
of Assam, West Bengal and Bihar.

The CJP  accused the
government of backtracking after
authorities had assured them that
no punitive action would be taken
against protesters.

“If the government does not
honour the agreement and release
everyone detained or arrested,
we will be compelled to resume
the protest,” Ashutosh Ranka,
a spokesperson of the CJP told
reporters.

The Indian government have
not issued an official statement on

the issue.
It comes two days after
Dharmendra Pradhan resigned

as education minister over
repeated failures in the conduct
of competitive exams that have
fuelled anger among millions of
young Indians.

At least 100 people have been

arrested, many of them on stringent
non-bailable charges, across the
country, according to the group.
The CJP has set up a legal
fund to help meet the expenses of
protesters implicated in criminal
cases by the police, Saurav Das,

another spokesperson for the
youth-led movement, said.
The movement has won

millions of followers on social
media since it was launched in May
by 30-year-old public relations
graduate Abhijeet Dipke.

Tens of thousands of protesters,
mainly students, rallied last week
in New Delhi and other cities,
demanding Pradhan’s resignation
and broader reforms of the
examination system.

‘One of the gravest
assaults on democracy’

Demonstrations in the Indian
capital turned violent on July 20
when huge crowds attempted to
march towards parliament from the
Jantar Mantar protest site.

Police fired tear gas and used
batons to disperse the protest,
triggering clashes and a wave of
detentions.

In the eastern state of Bihar, a
police official was suspended for
using an assault rifle to disperse
student protesters in Siwan district
on Saturday.

“Hehasbeen suspended, and the
three people injured in the incident
are undergoing treatment,” police
superintendent Puran Kumar Jha

told AFP yesterday.
The Chief Justice of India
called for an independent

investigation after a petition was
filed in the Supreme Court alleging
police brutality.

The “right to peaceful, lawful
protest is absolutely guaranteed”
under the Indian constitution,”
local media reports quoted Surya
Kant as saying.

“If there is excess committed,
it should be independently
examined... discipline is integral to
democratic process.”

The issue also reverberated
in parliament yesterday, with
repeated disruptions as opposition
lawmakers demanded a response
from the government over last
week’s police crackdown.

“It is one of the gravest assaults
on democracy in our history,”
opposition Congress party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge said on X.

“Never before have students been
beaten, dragged, and treated like
criminals for raising their voices.”

Despite the disruptions, the
government introduced legislation
in the lower house seeking tougher
penalties for examination paper
leaks. —AFP

Top N Korea official blasts ASEAN for urging denuclearisation

SEOUL — The powerful sister
of North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un attacked the bloc of Southeast
Asian nations yesterday for seeking
a denuclearised Korean peninsula,
blasting the position as “stupid and
foolish.”

At its annual regional forum
last week, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
expressed “grave concern” over
Pyongyang’s ongoing nuclear
weapons development and stressed
the importance of dialogue “to
realise lasting peace and stability
in a denuclearised Korean
Peninsula.”

North Korea has long insisted
on its right to nuclear weapon

and ballistic missile programmes,
although they are forbidden under
the terms of UN Security Council
sanctions. It enshrined its nuclear
status in its constitution in 2023.

Kim’s sister Kim Yo Jong
said in a statement carried by
state news outlet KCNA that she
expressed “strong dissatisfaction
with the forum’s undisguised
hostile attitude of going along
with the US trumpeting about
‘denuclearisation’” and ignoring
North Korea’s constitution.

“It is a failure in strategic
thinking and logic and a
manifestation of a stupid and
foolish wild dream to still adhere to
the ‘denuclearisation of the Korean

peninsula’ which had already lost
its meaning conceptually and
practically,” she said.

ASEAN should guard against
“being misused as a hired
mouthpiece for the US,” she added.

In June, Kim Yo Jong — a key
playerin the North’s communications
and foreign policy — said in a
statement that North Korea’s nuclear
weapons programme is “the line of
no retreat”.

Pyongyang has repeatedly
declared itself an “irreversible”
nuclear state since Kim Jong Un’s
2019 summit with US President
Donald Trump collapsed over
the scope of denuclearisation and
sanctions relief. —AFP
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Iran, US hold fire as Saudi Arabia intercepts drones

TEHRAN - Iran and the United States
held their fire for a third consecutive day
yesterday, though American ally Saudi Arabia
said it had intercepted a drone attack launched
by Tehran-backed groups in Iraq.

Fighting between the longtime foes has
paused since Saturday after 13 nights of
renewed US strikes on the Islamic republic
sparked by a breakdown in diplomacy over
Iran’s blockade of the Strait of Hormuz.

President Donald Trump’s UN envoy had
suggested the pause was to give negotiations
a chance, but Tehran said there were no direct
talks with the US to end the conflict, which
began in late February with a wave of US-
Israeli strikes and has rocked both the region
and the global economy.

“Mediators may convey messages from
the American side to us regarding current
developments in the region. But at present, we
are not engaged in any negotiations with the
United States,” said Iranian foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei.

Trump told US media outlet Axios that
mediating countries had asked him to hold fire,
adding: “We are in very deep talks with Iran”.

“If they don’t work out, we will go back
to very strong military action,” Trump said,
warning he would not wait long for diplomacy
to succeed.

Despite the lull, Saudi Arabia came under
attack yesterday, with its defence ministry
saying it had intercepted several drones fired by
Iran-linked groups in Iraq targeting oil facilities.

No group claimed responsibility, but
Riyadh called on Baghdad to prevent such
attacks from being launched from its territory.

A woman walks past a large billboard pledging revenge against US President Donald Trump along

Jomhouri Street in central Tehran yesterday. Iran’s foreign ministry said on July 27 that the US was not
involved in recent talks with Oman over the administration of the strategic Strait of Hormuz. Traffic through
the vital global shipping route has been under Iranian control since the outbreak of war with Israel and the

United States on February 28.

Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels also
said they launched drone attacks on Saudi
Arabian oil infrastructure in response to
incursions by the kingdom’s drones. Riyadh
is yet to comment on the claim.

Saudi Arabia and other Gulf nations
accused pro-Iran militias in Iraq of launching
waves of attacks on their territory during the
conflict’s earlier phase, but the groups haven’t
claimed any attacks in the region since the

- AFP

resumption of hostilities.

Elsewhere, the Israeli military, which
has not joined the recent fighting, said it had
intercepted two drones near the Jordanian
border and was investigating where they had
been launched from.

‘Mafia gang’
Global stock markets rallied and oil prices
tumbled yesterday after the pause in strikes

Wildlife face ‘catastrophic’ losses as France’s forests burn

Ali Bekhtaoui

PARIS — Deer trapped by walls of flame,
lizards unable to escape the heat, habitats
reduced to charred wood and ash: wildlife
are paying a steep price as France’s forests
burn.

Some 42,000 hectares (420 square
kilometres) west of Bordeaux have burned
since Wednesday and authorities fear a
heatwave forecast this week could breath
fresh fury into the blaze.

Homes, farmland and vehicles have
been incinerated in Gironde but wildlife has
suffered “extremely significant losses” too,
said France’s ecology minister Monique
Barbut yesterday.

It is too ecarly to determine a precise
toll “but it is clear that the figures will be
catastrophic”, Barbut warned.

In hard-hit communes like Le Porge on

the Atlantic coastline almost “nothing could
have survived” the intensity of the fires,
Laurent Tillon from the state-run forestry
department told AFP.

“The power and energy released were
far too great,” said the engineer from the
National Forestry Office.

Nature rendered uninhabitable

Threatened species like the Western
spadefoot burrowing toad would have been
among the local animals unable to withstand
the extreme heat, smoke and flames, ecology
experts told AFP.

Creatures big and small would not have
been spared — from the large and striking
ocellated lizard to the tiny Etruscan shrew,
one of the smallest mammals on Earth.

Insects would have perished en masse
with lasting knock-on effects for the animals

Firefighters use counterfires to remove vegetation ahead of a wildfire, creating a fuel-free buffer zone
in Marcheprime, west of Bordeaux, on Sunday, as a wildfire has been ravaging the forest north of the

Arcachon Basin (Gironde) since last Wednesday.

- AFP

that feed on them, said Gregoire Lois, an
ornithologist at the National Museum of
Natural History in Paris.

Birds that frequent the forested region —
particularly passerines which feast mainly on
insects — would suffer long after the flames
have subsided.

“Thatarea will be completely inhospitable
next year,” Lois told AFP.

Enormous volumes of ash pollute rivers
and streams and harm marine life, Céline
Sissler-Bienvenu, an animal protection and
crisis management expert, told AFP.

She singled out the European pond turtle,
a long-living species which was greatly
impacted by major fires in the same region
in 2022.

No safe haven

Faster-moving wildlife like deer can
flee the immediate threat of flames but
face secondary danger when driven into
unfamiliar terrain, experts said.

Some get disoriented and trapped by
shifting fire fronts while others run onto roads
and train lines, risking deadly collisions.

Inhalation of smoke and toxic fumes
also poses immediate and long-term health
problems especially for smaller creatures
like birds, said Sissler-Bienvenu.

The loss of habitat and feeding grounds
poses its own challenges for survivors.

“They have to find a place for themselves
among territories already occupied by others,
with limited resources,” said Lois.

The impact on wildlife by the fires — and
the question of what to do next — will be
discussed by the prime minister’s office today.

Barbut said reintroducing species driven
out by fire was tricky “when there are no
longer any forests”.

“Wildlife needs a habitat,” she said.

—AFP

between Washington and Tehran.

It came as respite for Gulf shipping and
the oil industry, with international benchmark
Brent dropping more than four percent to
US$87 a barrel.

Control of the Strait of Hormuz remains
a hurdle to any peaceful resolution, and Iran
insists on managing the crucial conduit for oil
and gas.

Its powerful Revolutionary Guards have
been stopping vessels trying to transit the
trade route in recent days, including six that
state television yesterday said had sailed
outside Iran’s designated route.

Tehran says it has held talks in recent
days with Oman, which also borders the
strait, on “common principles and operational
mechanisms” to ensure the safe passage of
shipping.

In June, Muscat and Tehran said they
would discuss imposing service fees, a move
Washington opposes.

But Muscat also angered Iran after saying
vessels could transit the Hormuz strait via its
waters, with Tehran responding by attacking
ships.

Iran’s foreign ministry yesterday said the
United States was not involved in the recent
discussions with Oman.

Instead Baqaei criticised Washington,
saying its conduct in recent years has
“resembled that of a mafia gang that adheres
to no rules or laws”.

“So long as such behaviour by the United
States continues, we cannot be hopeful about
the emergence of a reasonable process,” he
said. —AFP

UN lists S Sudan
antelope route as
heritage in danger

PARIS — The United Nations has fast-
tracked a vast antelope migration path in South
Sudan onto its list of World Heritage in Danger,
in the young nation’s first such listing.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) added
the so-called Boma-Badingilo migratory
landscape to its list on Sunday.

The grassland and woodland savannahs
that cover some 37,500 square kilometres — an
area larger than Belgium — are viewed as under
threat from both war and climate change.

One million animals — including antelopes
and gazelles —migrate through the wvast
wilderness located between the White Nile and
the Ethiopian border every year, leaving scars
on the grasslands that are visible from the sky.

South Sudan has been the scene of a
series of deadly conflicts since gaining its
independence in 2011.

“The Boma-Badingilo migratory
landscape is home to one of the greatest
wildlife migrations on Earth and stands as a
powerful symbol of our country’s resilience,
beauty and potential,” Tourism Minister
Denay Jock Chagor told AFP.

Its listing “as South Sudan’s first UNESCO
World Heritage Site is a proud and historic
moment for our nation”, he added.

Paulino Warnyang, a representative of
communities living in the area, said it honoured
“not only the animals and the land, but also
the people whose lives, traditions and cultures
have always been connected to them”.

Making the UNESCO heritage list often
sparks a lucrative tourism drive and can
unlock funding for the preservation of sites
that can face threats including pollution, war
and negligence. — AFP
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Merz completes chaotic
cabinet reshuffle

German Chancellor and Christian Democratic Union (CDU) Chairman Friedrich Merz
addresses a press conference on changes in the German federal government and within

the party, at the CDU headquarters in Berlin yesterday.

BERLIN — German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz yesterday named a
new transport minister, completing a
chaotic cabinet reshuffle sparked by a
senior party member resigning over a
surrogacy scandal.

Steffen Bilger, 47, of Merz’s
conservative Christian Democratic
Union (CDU) party, will be formally
appointed tomorrow  to replace
Transport Minister Patrick Schnieder,
Merz told a press conference after a
meeting of the party leadership.

Merz’s  intention to  sack
Schnieder leaked last week but
according to German media no
formal announcement was made
because Merz’s original pick for his
replacement pulled out at the last
minute.

Having been left in post for
several days regardless, Schnieder
then asked to be released from the job
on Sunday.

Merz told reporters yesterdayu
he was “sorry for the situation that
resulted” from Schnieder’s botched
dismissal and said that he has “no
problem” with him.

Schnieder had faced months of
criticism over his lack of effectiveness

- AFP

in improving Germany’s ailing rail
infrastructure, despite the country
loosening its its traditional aversion
to debt to make way for a defence and
infrastructure spending boost worth
hundreds of billions of euros.

Merz yesterday said he expected
Bilger to “demonstrate that this
enormous borrowing is justified by
swift implementation — in transport
projects, rail, roads, the entire
infrastructure”.

The cabinet reshuffle was set
in motion last week when Jens
Spahn, the chairman of the CDU
parliamentary group, resigned amid
controversy over contracting a
surrogate mother to have a child.

Spahn and his partner had the
child via a surrogate in the United
States, despite surrogacy being illegal
in Germany and vehemently opposed
by the CDU.

Spahn will be replaced by Merz’s
chief of staff Thorsten Frei, who
in turn will be replaced by current
Health Minister Nina Warken.

CDU General Secretary Carsten
Linnemann will be the new health
minister.

— AFP

Shots fired near US consulate
in Toronto

TORONTO — Shots were
fired early yesterday near the US
consulate in Toronto but no one was
injured, Canadian police said, the
second shooting near the diplomatic
compound in four months.

“Officers heard a firearm being
discharged in the area,” and ““a white
sedan was seen fleeing the scene,”
Toronto police said on X.

The area was cordoned off and
shell casings were found. No one was
injured and no suspects have been
identified, police said.

The US consulate thanked
the police for “their response” to
yesterday’s shooting.

On March 10, two men fired

multiple shots at the consulate in
what police described as a “national
security incident,” prompting beefed-
up protection for US and Israeli
diplomatic buildings in the Canadian
city, as war gripped the Middle East.

Two men, aged 18 and 19,
were arrested in June as part of the
investigation into that shooting.
Police said the men were recruited
to carry out violent acts but did not
provide further details.

Police also said they were
investigating  shootings with a
recurring and  similar  modus

operandi, such as the shooting at a
Toronto synagogue on March 2.
—AFP
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New Al tools let readers
talk to books

Thomas Urbain

NEW YORK - Imagine a
world where you could ask a book
a question as you read it.

That’s the pitch from a wave
of new Al tools letting readers do
exactly that.

“You are dealing with a book
as if it is a living object — it’s
totally different,” says Ahmed
Kamel, CEO of Sinai.ai, a
platform now in testing.

With these tools, users get
access to an e-book or audiobook
alongside an Al chatbot. Confused
about a character’s motives or the
historical setting? Just ask.

Readers can dig into a
character’s psychology, historical

context, or a philosophical
concept — no separate research
required.

French startup My Smart

Book launched something similar
in mid-April. Like Sinai, its
chatbot draws only on the actual
text of the book — no outside
information.

Even book-selling behemoth
Amazon is in on it. Its audiobook
company, Audible, launched a
feature called “Ask a Question”
last fall.

Mid-listen, you can tap a
button, ask your question, hear
the answer, and then pick up the
story right where you left off.

“We’re excited about the
potential for Al-powered
features to enhance the customer
experience,” an Audible
spokesperson told AFP, adding
the tool is “designed to answer
questions specifically about the
audiobook the listener is currently
engaged with.”

The company thinks it could
pull in new fans too, making
books “more accessible and
appetising to a broader range of
listeners.”

Amazon’s Kindle has its
own version: “Ask this Book,”
described as an “expert reading
assistant” that answers questions
about plot and characters “without
disrupting your reading flow.”

ElevenLabs —arising star in Al
voice tech — built “ElevenReader
Voice Chat,” which it says
“turns any book into a two-way
conversation.”

Who gets paid?

But the question of who gets
paid or has permission to develop
this new reading superpower is a
thorny one.

Sinai.ai says it only offers
books that are either in the public
domain or ones where the author,
their estate, or the publisher
signed off first.

Another company, iChatbook,
does things differently.

“Our chat book is not a library
of' books —it’s a library of concepts
and ideas and facts,” says founder
Brian Yang.

Instead of handing over the
actual text, the AI pulls out
key ideas and explains them in
simpler language — something
Yang thinks could be huge for
students.

And since it never quotes the
book directly, it sidesteps a lot of

copyright headaches.
Not every platform is as
careful, though. Some, like

Myreader, let users upload any
book, whether or not it’s under

copyright, and then connect it to
an Al interface.

Google’s  wildly  popular
NotebookLM —recently rebranded
as Gemini Notebook — doesn’t
screen for copyright either, and
neither does BookWorm Al, a
ChatGPT-based tool that calls
itself a “book companion.”

Sinai.ai says it has built
something it calls “Al rights”
— a system that pays authors and
publishers when their work gets
used by a chatbot.

The company also claims it’s
in talks with several of the “Big
Five” US publishers: Hachette,
Penguin Random House, Simon
& Schuster, HarperCollins, and
Macmillan.

“I can clearly say at least that
we are in active communications
with almost four of the top five,”
Kamel said.

“We signed with many
publishers in the US, big names
in the Middle East. Things are
moving very rapidly.”

He even thinks the tech could
get people to reread old favourites:
“Now is the time to maybe dive
into areas where it was really hard
to do in the past.”

None of the Big Five
publishers responded to AFP’s
questions about their Al plans.

Not everyone’s thrilled about
the technology.

In December, the Authors
Guild slammed Amazon’s “Ask
this Book™ tool, saying it “is not
licensed, brings in no new income,
and does not allow publishers and
authors to opt out, much less opt
in,” adding that it set “a dangerous

Tech giants launch open-source Al
security alliance after attack

SAN FRANCISCO — Nvidia
and more than 30 tech companies
yesterday launched an alliance
to develop open-source Al tools
for cyber defence, wading into
a fight over the safety of freely
available AI models.

The Open Secure Al Alliance
— whose founding members
include Microsoft, IBM, Palantir,
CrowdStrike, Cisco, Dell and
the Hugging Face model-sharing
platform —will build and share
tools that security teams can
inspect, modify and run on their
own systems, the group said in a
statement.

The alliance was spurred
by a breach this month at
Hugging Face that OpenAl has
acknowledged was the first
publicly disclosed case of an Al
model autonomously carrying
out a real-world cyberattack.

Calling it “unprecedented,”
OpenAl said two of its models
escaped a sandboxed testing
environment during an internal
evaluation, reached the open

internet and  compromised
Hugging Face’s infrastructure.

Hugging Face first tried to
investigate and halt the attack
using leading US commercial Al
models, but their built-in safety
guardrails blocked the work,
Nvidia said.

The company instead turned
to GLM 5.2, an open model from
Chinese firm Zhipu Al (also
known as Z.ai), to contain the
intrusion.

That a Chinese model
succeeded where American ones
balked has sharpened a debate in
Silicon Valley and Washington,
where lawmakers are weighing
curbs on the use of Chinese Al
systems amid an intensifying
technology rivalry with Beijing.

Silicon Valley is broadly
opposed to any such limits, with
many industry figures seeing
curbs on open-source Al as an
effort to unfairly shield OpenAl
and Anthropic, the juggernauts
that sell the world’s most
powerful models.

precedent.” —AFP
Anthropic, maker of the
Claude chatbot, is under

particular pressure, having been
the most visible holdout from
voicing support for the open-
source cause since the Hugging
Face incident.

The alliance used its launch
to urge regulators to treat open
models as “defensive assets, not
liabilities,” warning that blanket
restrictions ~ would  weaken
cyber defences and concentrate
power in a handful of closed Al
providers.

Members pledged to share
tools for a stronger common
defence.

Nvidia said it would release
open models, data and new
research on Al agent software,
while Microsoft offered
technology that helps Al agents
to find software bugs.

Elon Musk’s SpaceXAlI said
it had open-sourced its Grok
coding agent and pledged to
release the source data of its
Grok models. —AFP
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Brazil recalls ambassador
to Argentina over Milei’s
Bolsonaro rally speech

SAO PAULO - Brazil recalled
its ambassador to Argentina for
consultations on Sunday following
“insults” levelled by President
Javier Milei against his Brazilian
counterpart Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
and others at a Sdo Paulo political
event, the foreign ministry said.

The libertarian leader of Argentina
referred to Brazil’s leftist incumbent
president as a “convict” and a “thief,”
without naming him explicitly,
during an event on Saturday formally
nominating right-wing presidential
candidate Flavio Bolsonaro to run in
upcoming elections.

Milei also referred to — without
naming him directly — Brazilian
Supreme Court Justice Alexandre
de Moraes as “bald trash.”

Milei “insulted two branches of
government, the Brazilian people and
Brazilian democracy,” a Brazilian
diplomatic source told AFP.

Brazil’s government on Sunday
also summoned Argentina’s
ambassador to discuss those
“insults,” the source told AFP.

Speaking at a trade union
event Sunday, Lula said he will
continue to lead “without anyone’s
interference,” because “in Brazil,
we do not accept anyone sticking
their nose where it doesn’t belong.”

The Brazilian leader did not
specify a target for the comments.

World Cup drama

Later Sunday, Milei told
Argentina’s Radio Mitre that the
country was the subject of a negative

This combination of file photos shows Brazil’s leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva (left) during the signing of a law setting a line of credit for companies affected
by the new tariffs imposed by the Trump administration, at the Planalto Palace in
Brasilia last Wednesday; and Argentina’s rightwing President Javier Milei at the
ruling party’s “La Libertad Avanza” (“Freedom Advances”) headquarters following
the results of the national midterm legislative election in Buenos Aires on October

26, 2025.

“campaign” financed by Brazil
and Mexico — Latin American
countries with leftist leaders — and the
Democratic Party in the United States.

“They’re the progressive leaders
who don’t want the ideas of freedom
to work,” Milei said.

Milei, who provided no concrete
evidence of such a campaign or its
alleged funding, appeared to be
referring in part to criticism directed
at Argentina’s national team during
the World Cup.

Spain beat Argentina 1-0 in the
tournament final, in a foul-heavy
match that ended with a brawl on
the pitch and the Argentine squad
turning its back during the trophy
ceremony.

Critics dinged the Argentine
squad for poor sportsmanship in the
wake of the loss.

- AFP

The Argentine president had
flown to Brazil for Saturday’s event
with Bolsonaro and warned in a
speech against a supposed “Lula
risk” hanging over the country,
urging Brazil to break free from
“subjugation to the left.”

Milei also said that Moraes had
prevented him from visiting his
“unjustly imprisoned friend” Jair
Bolsonaro — Flavio’s father and the
former president (2019-2022), who
was convicted of plotting a coup in
2022.

Moraes, who oversaw the
conviction of Bolsonaro, had
previously denied Milei permission
to visit the former president while
he is under house arrest in Brasilia.

Brazil’s ambassador, Julio Bitelli,
has meanwhile arrived back home, a
diplomatic source said. —AFP

Venezuelan opposition leader Machado
says won'’t take part in US-backed talks

CARACAS - Venezuelan Nobel
Peace Prize laureate and opposition
leader Maria Corina Machado said
on Sunday she will not participate
in US-backed talks with the de facto
government of Delcy Rodriguez
that are scheduled for next month.

In a statement co-signed by
Edmundo Gonzilez Urrutia, who
ran for president in Venezuela’s
2024 elections, Machado said the
opposition would “not participate”
in the “design, development and
operation” of the talks.

In mid-July, Rodriguez’s interim
government and a group of former
opposition members of parliament

from the 2015-2020 term announced
a work plan for “strengthening
democracy” in the country.

“It is not our place to explain
its scope and decisions. Those
promoting it must inform the country
of its objectives, its method, and its
timeline,” reads Machado’s statement,
which was shared on social media.

Washington — which ousted
former president Nicolas Maduro
in a midnight military raid in
January — had hailed the initiative
as an important step toward political
reconciliation in Venezuela.

With  US  support, exiled
opposition figure Dinorah Figuera

made a quick visit to Venezuela in
June and met with National Assembly
President Jorge Rodriguez.
Machado defended Gonzélez
Urrutia’s victory in the disputed
2024 presidential elections, in
which Maduro was declared the
winner amid allegations of fraud.
But she said on Sunday she would
not stand in the way “of any initiative
that would produce real progress,” and
vowed: “We will return to Venezuela.”
Rodriguez has accused the interim
government of blocking her return to
Venezuela following devastating twin
carthquakes last month that left more
than 5,000 dead. — AFP

Italy announces seizure of 2.6 tonnes
of cocaine in Atlantic by Portugal

ROME - Italy’s financial police
said yesterday that their Portuguese
counterparts had intercepted a
speedboat carrying more than 2.6
tonnes of cocaine with a street value
of more than US$550 million.

Four suspects — two Spaniards,
one Albanian and one man from
Gibraltar — were arrested, it said.

“The boat was intercepted off the
coast of Lisbon by the Portuguese
Maritime Police,” said the financial
police, which had conducted the
investigation.

Italian police said the cargo had
a street value of approximately 500
million euros (US$570 million).

The interception took place

on Thursday about 90 kilometres
southwest of Cape Espichel,
Portuguese police said.

Italian police said that organised
crime gangs were increasingly
using “go fast” boats, which
measure between 10-16 metres, and
can travel at more than 70 knots, to
collect their illegal cargos. —AFP
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Fugitive in murder
of Chilean singer Victor
Jara captured

SANTIAGO DE CHILE -
Police have captured a fugitive who
was convicted of kidnapping and
murdering singer-songwriter Victor
Jara in 1973, during Chile’s military
dictatorship, a Justice Department
statement said on Sunday.

Author of songs such as “El
derecho de vivir en paz” (“The
Right to Live in Peace”), Jara was
a major figure of New Chilean
Song, a musical and social
movement of the 1960s.

Former military officer Nelson
Haase was convicted in the death
of Jara, who was tortured and
murdered with 44 bullets on
September 16, 1973, five days
after Augusto Pinochet’s coup
against then-President Salvador
Allende. He was 40 years old.

“He was subjected to physical
torture, the most severe blows
being those he received to his face
and hands,” according to court
documents from 2023.

On August 28, 2023, weeks
before the 50" anniversary of the

coup and the assassination of Jara,
seven retired military officers
were sentenced for his death to
prison terms ranging from eight to
25 years.

Haase, 80, fled when his
25-year sentence was announced.

“An order has been issued
for the imprisonment of retired
military officer Nelson Haase
Mazzei,” said the  Justice
Department statement sent to AFP.

According to local media, the
former officer was found in the
Los Lagos region, 950 km south
of the capital.

Another of the seven men
convicted, General Hernan
Chacon, 85, committed suicide
when police went to arrest him in
2023. The other five are in prison.

The murder of Jara is
considered one of the most
heinous crimes committed by
the Pinochet dictatorship (1973-
1990), which left a toll of 3,200
victims, including both those
killed and disappeared. —AFP

Colombia’s president-elect
vows to break ties with
Cuba, Nicaragua

Colombia’s president-elect Abelardo de la Espriella delivers a speech during
a military parade commemorating Colombia’s Independence Day in Medellin,

Colombia, last Monday.

BOGOTA — Colombia’s hard-
right president-elect Abelardo
de la Espriella vowed on Sunday
to break off diplomatic relations
with Cuba and Nicaragua when he
takes office on August 7.

De la Espriclla said he will
also close 15 consulates and 14
embassies in countries including
Algeria, Barbados, Ethiopia, Haiti,
Hungary, Senegal, and South Africa.

“In my government, there
will be no ties with tyrannies,”
De la Espriella said in a social
media post, referring to the
leftist governments of Cuba and
Nicaragua.

However, he said the decisions
“do not mean breaking off
diplomatic relations” with the
other countries.

“With the rest of the countries
and organiSations, Colombia will

- AFP

maintain its international relations
and will guarantee attention
for its nationals through other
embassies,” he said.

The president-elect, whose
election campaign centred on
“iron fist” security policies, said
closing embassies would allow the
government to redirect money to
security.

De la Espriella announced
plans to open an embassy in
Jerusalem in July as he seeks to
restore ties with Israel.

Outgoing President Gustavo
Petro severed ties with Israel in
2024 over its Gaza offensive.

De la Espriella said he also
plans to open an embassy in
Nigeria, which “will make it
possible to reorganise and make
more  efficient”  Colombia’s
presence in Africa. —AFP
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Algeria win WAFCON opener
as blunder seals Senegal’s fate

JOHANNESBURG,
South Africa - A blunder
by Senegal goalkeeper
Khady Faye gifted Melissa Bethi a
goal which clinched a 2-0 victory
for Algeria on Sunday in the 2026
Women’s Africa Cup of Nations
(WAFCON) opener.

Bethi struck on 88 minutes
and Algeria also scored late in the
opening half in Rabat with captain
Marine Dafeur converting a 42m-
minute penalty.

Morocco, hosts and runners-up
in the last two editions beat Kenya
4-0 in the other Group A match.

Senegal created ecarly pressure
without seriously threatening to
score and Algeria gradually took
control with some neat passing to
achieve a deserved victory.

Algeria began the match as
slight favourites as they are ranked
one place above Senegal in Africa
and five places higher in the world.

WOMEN'S
AFRICA CUP|
OF NATIONS|

The penalty awarded to
Algeria late in the opening half
by the South African referee was
debatable as there was minimal
contact between Senegal captain
Korka Fall and Amira Braham.

After a VAR review backed
the match official, Bristol City
midfielder Dafeur struck a left-foot
shot into the right corner of the net.

Algerian Lana Smits seemed to
commit a similar penalty-area foul
on Tall Pene just before the hour
mark, but play continued.

Any hopes Senegal had of
snatching a draw disappeared when
a weak clearance by Faye was
intercepted and a quick pass set up
Bethi to score with a low shot.

Record 10-time champions
Nigeria debut today in Group C
against Malawi, who boast star
forwards in the Chawinga sisters.
Tabitha plays for Lyon and Temwa
for Kansas City Connect. —AFP

Pirlo bitter over debate that
cost him Italy coaching job

Football

ROME — Former Italy playmaker
Andrea Pirlo, who was favoured
for the national coaching post,
expressed his bitterness yesterday
over the debate which has led to him
no longer being a candidate.

The 47-year-old had, to many
Italian fans’ surprise, become the
favourite to be tasked with reviving
the national side’s fortunes after
they failed for the third successive
time to qualify for the World Cup.

He had benefitted from
Spanish great Pep Guardiola
declining an offer.

Despite the latest setback,
Giovanni Malago, president of the
Italian Football Federation (FIGC),
said later yesterday that the new
coach would be named “soon”.

Whilst Pirlo had a stellar
playing career - including being
a key member of the 2006 World
Cup-winning side - his coaching
CV is short on success.

A contract with a Russian
betting firm had only added
fuel to misgivings, with several
Italian politicians saying over the
weekend that his appointment
would be inappropriate.

“(I) learned yesterday [Sunday]
evening that I am no longer a
candidate to be coach of the
national side,” Pirlo wrote in a post
on Instagram, adding that he felt the
need to “clarify certain points”.

‘Great bitterness’
According to Italian media, he
was due to be named this week
despite his only trophy success
since turning to coaching in 2020
being a single Italian Cup.
Presently coach of United
Arab Emirates side Dubai United,
he failed to deliver when in charge
of Juventus - for whom he had
sparkled as a player - Sampdoria
and Turkish outfit Karagumruk.
Pirlo said in his post that he

was angry at being judged not on
his sporting record but on the wider
issue over his links to Russia.

He and fellow 2006 World Cup
winner Marco Materazzi had taken
part in May at an event held by the
betting firm in the Luzhniki Stadium
in Moscow, signing autographs.

“I have followed with great
bitterness the debate surrounding
my candidacy,” he wrote, whilst
thanking Italy’s technical director
and former AC Milan teammate
Paolo Maldini and his advisor
Leonardo for their “esteem and
confidence (in him)”.

“I regret that a decision which
is based on sporting criteria rapidly
became a public controversy, in
which intentions and ideas which
do not reflect my personality were
attributed to me.”

According to Italian media,
whilst Leonardo and Maldini pre-
ferred Pirlo to the prickly but sig-
nificantly more successful Antonio
Conte, newly-installed federation
chief Malago had been against the
appointment from the start.

Conte - who has won the Serie
A title with three different clubs
and also the Premier League with
Chelsea --is back in the frame
for the job of coaching the Euro
2020 champions, according to la
Gazzetta dello Sport.

Conte, who turns 57 on Friday,
previously coached Italy from
2014-16, guiding the Italians to
the Euro 2016 quarter-finals where
they lost to Germany on penalties.

Maldini is apparently threat-
ening to resign, after just three
weeks in the job, if either Conte or
another former national coach Ro-
berto Mancini, who coached them
to Euro 2020 success, is appointed.

The former AC Milan and
Italy legend’s preferred choice
now is Brazil-born former Italy
international Thiago Motta, who
has coached Bologna and Juventus,
amongst other clubs. —AFP
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Infantino slams World Cup critics
for‘spreading hate’

PARIS — FIFA presi-

!:Q!E"A“ dent Gianni Infantino

has hit back at World

Cup critics, claiming they were

“spreading hate and false rumours”

and arguing the tournament deliv-
ered “only joy and happiness”.

In a long open letter published
yesterday, Infantino urged detractors
to “take a moment to reflect,
meditate, pray” after a tournament
marked by controversies ranging
from ticket pricing to visa issues.

“Sorry that you were so
consumed by hate and criticism that
you missed it all,” Infantino wrote
in a post shared on his Instagram
account and FIFA’s  official
channels.

“To those behind their pens
and papers, behind their screens,
spreading hate and false rumours,
I want to say that while you are
sitting behind, we at FIFA are on
the front lines organising, working
hard, and delivering the best show
in the world.

“We experienced no violence, no
incidents, 100% safety and security,
only joy and happiness!”

The build-up to the World Cup
in Canada, Mexico and the United
States was dominated by fears
over sky-high prices, geopolitical
tension, the shadow of conflict and
the threat of brutal summer heat

across the three host nations.

Iran’s participation against the
backdrop of war with the United
States, along with concerns over
Haiti’s domestic crisis and the Ebola
outbreak in the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, brought renewed scru-
tiny to visa and travel restrictions.

Somali referee Omar Artan
became arguably the highest-
profile casualty of President Donald
Trump’s  hardline immigration
crackdown, when he was denied
entry to the United States.

Infantino, however, defended
FIFA’s handling of the tournament.

“While you spread hatred,
we worked tirelessly to unite two
countries at war. Iran entered the
United States without incident or
conflict,” he said.

“The Iranian team received
visas to enter because football is
about peace. It’s not about politics.”

“Countries facing serious health
issues or other challenges were
granted visas,” Infantino added.

“You mentioned the few people
denied visas and overlooked the
millions who were approved, from
all parts of the world.”

‘Most oppressed’

His remarks contrasted sharply
with those of Iran coach Amir
Ghalenoei, who said his side had

been the “most oppressed” team at
the World Cup. Star striker Mehdi
Taremi called his team’s treatment
at the tournament a “disaster”.

Infantino also addressed
criticism of officiating at the World
Cup after it emerged Trump had
personally asked the FIFA president
to review a one-match suspension
handed to US striker Folarin
Balogun, allowing him to face
Belgium in the last 16.

European football’s governing
body UEFA were among those
who were critical of the Balogun
affair terming it “unprecedented,
incomprehensible and unjustifiable”
and said it “crossed a red line”.

“Your dissatisfaction with a few
decisions made by the competent
authorities is understandable, but
please refer to public records: such
decisions are common in some of
the most important leagues,” said
Infantino addressing his critics.

“Indeed, ‘arguable’ referees’
decisions or ‘strange’ disciplinary
rulings such as for instance
potentially mistaken red or yellow
cards or subsequent decisions not to
ban players in certain situations are
routine and widely accepted in some
of the biggest leagues worldwide.

“It’s curious that the same
countries employing these practices
are the ones criticising.” —AFP

English Premier League
football club Tottenham
Hotspur’s Micky van
de Ven (second left)
and Chelsea’s Robert
Sanchez (second right)
pose with Australian
A-League players
Sydney FC’s Jordan
Courtney-Perkins
(left) and Western
Sydney Wanderers
FC’s Brandon Borrello
during an official event
in front of the Sydney
Opera House yesterday.
- AFP

6 Premier
League

De Zerbi wants ‘soul and passion’

from new-look Tottenham

SYDNEY — Tottenham manager
Roberto De Zerbi urged his team
yesterday to play with “soul and
passion” as the London club rebuild
after narrowly avoiding relegation
from the Premier League.

Spurs have embarked on an ag-
gressive summer of spending to boost
their fortunes after avoiding the drop
by coming 17", but it was a nail-biting
outcome that went down to the wire.

Big-money signings include
midfielders Mateus Fernandes from
West Ham and Sandro Tonali from
Newcastle. De Zerbi also raided his
old club Brighton for centre-back
Jan Paul van Hecke.

Full-back Andy Robertson,
centre-back Marcos Senesi and
goalkeeper Martin Dubravka have
all arrived on free transfers as the

squad takes on a new look.

De Zerbi, in Sydney on a pre-
season tour, said he expected more
when the new campaign begins on
August 22 and outlined that he wanted
to “build a new team with the qualities,
with big players, but with soul, with
passion, with all the values we have”.

The Italian added: “Football
now is not just on the pitch, it’s not

just with the ball, it’s before, it’s in

life. It’s how many hours during the
day you think about your job.”

Spurs opened their pre-season
tour with an entertaining 2-0 win over
A-League champions Auckland FC
in New Zealand on Sunday with goals
from Dane Scarlett and Richarlison.

They face Sydney FC tomorrow
then meet London rivals Chelsea in
Sydney three days later.

De Zerbi started with a host of
younger players in Auckland, before
more of a first team feel in the final 30
minutes when the likes of Fernandes,
Richarlison, Conor Gallagher and
Ben Davies all got a run.

“We didn’t concede, we didn’t
suffer any injuries and this is big
news, important news, especially
for the beginning of the season,”
said De Zerbi.

He suggested there could be
more signings before the transfer
window closes.

“I think we can be happier at the
end of this transfer market because |
spoke a lot of time with the owner,
with the board and they want to build
a very strong team for this season, to
make the days for the future become
great again,” he said. - AFP
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Just cramp’- Lyles pulls up early
in 200m US title bid

Athletics

NEW YORK — US sprint star Noah
Lyles pulled up with cramp in the 200m
final at the US athletics championships on
Sunday, his bid for a title double undone
as Garrett Kaalund claimed the victory.

Lyles, who won the 100m on Friday
in a world-leading 9.79sec, pulled up as
he came off the turn and jogged to the
line, telling reporters he felt a grabbing
sensation in his right thigh.

“I'm like, yeah, there’s no reason
to keep pushing that,” he said. “I just
decided to cut it off.”

Fans at Icahn Stadium in New York
were stunned, but the 2024 100m Olympic
gold medallist downplayed potential
injury concerns.

“It’s just cramp. I’ve got some
electrolytes here, I’'m going to chug them
down. I’'m going to rest.”

Lyles walked over to give Kaalund a
congratulatory hug after the 22-year-old
captured the title in 20.04sec.

“It’s kind of crazy,” Kaalund said.

Brandon Hicklin was second and
Maximilian Thomas third, both credited
with a time of 20.29sec.

Melissa Jefferson-Wooden, a treble
gold medallist at last September’s world
championships, won the women’s 200m
in 21.69sec - just one-hundredth off her
personal best.

Jefferson-Wooden came off the turn
in front and powered home with Cambrea
Sturgis second in 22.22 and Camryn
Dickson third in 22.58.

Jefferson-Wooden had opted out of
the 100m, which was won by Sha’Carri
Richardson.

In a year with no world championships

Q|

Maximilian Thomas (back) congratulates
Garrett Kaalund after Kaalund won the Men’s
200m final during the 2026 USATF Outdoor
Track & Field Championships at Icahn Stadium
on Sunday in New York City. - AFP

or Olympic team berths on the line, some
well-known names opted out of the
national championships or tweaked their
programmes, but there were still plenty of
familiar winners.

Tara Davis-Woodhall pushed her long
jump winning streak to 19 competitions in
dramatic style, unleashing a leap of 7.16m
on her sixth and final attempt to triumph.

Davis-Woodhall hasn’t lost in the
event since a runner-up finish at the
2023 world championships, a streak that
includes 2024 Olympic gold and last
year’s world title.

Her final jump carried her past Alyssa
Jones, who settled for second on 6.96, and
Monae’ Nichols, who took bronze in 6.92.

“Today I was like, ‘Let’s try to do one
and done, please,” Davis-Woodhall said.
“And of course it never works out that
way. It was a battle for sure.”

Close call

Cordell Tinch, the 110m hurdles
world champion, won his first national
title by the narrowest of margins, edging
Bradley Franklin by four one-thousandths
of a second.

Both were credited with a time of
13.00sec, but when the times were
expanded Tinch got the nod at 12.993 to
Franklin’s 12.997.

Tinch said he knew at the line he’d
bagged the win.

“I knew when we crossed the line it
didn’t matter how close he was,” he said.
“I knew I took first.”

Two-time reigning Olympic champion
and last year’s world champion Valarie
Sion won her eighth straight women’s
discus title with a throw of 69.54m.

She held off Cierra Jackson, who took
second at 67.40 just a week after topping
Sion at the London Diamond League.

And Cooper Lutkenhaus, the 17-year-
old sensation who won the indoor 800m
world title and has bagged two Diamond
League victories this year, won his first
outdoor 800m national title in 1min
43.48sec.

Lutkenhaus made his move with 200m
to go and pulled away for a crushing
victory over Wes Ferguson, who clocked
1:44.55.

“It was amazing,” said Lutkenhaus,
who let out a mighty roar as he broke the
tape to achieve his goal of winning both
the indoor and outdoor US titles this year
in his final race of the season. —AFP

Aussie great McEvoy masters Commonwealth gold

Kieran Canning

NS GLASGOW, United King-
o andom  —Australian  swimming
awteonws great Cameron McEvoy blew
away the field to win his first
individual Commonwealth Games gold
in the 50 metres freestyle as England’s
Adam Ramsay-Peaty bounced back to

reach the final of the 50m breaststroke.

McEvoy smashed the Commonwealth
Games record and led home an Aussie 1-2-3
from Flynn Southham and Jamie Jack.

The 32-year-old had previously won
silver and bronze in the 50m freestyle
back in Glasgow in 2014 and on home
soil in the Gold Coast four years later.

The Olympic champion over 50m
stormed out of the blocks to add a fourth
Commonwealth gold to his three relay
wins, obliterating the Games record in
the process.

Ramsay-Peaty said he has a “battle
plan” for yesterday’s 50m breaststroke
final to ensure there is no repeat of his tears
after finishing third in the 100m final.

The 31-year-old is aiming to become
the first English swimmer to win gold at
four different Commonwealth Games.

But he qualified just third fastest
for the final behind 100m breaststroke
champion Sam Williamson and South
Africa’s Michael Houlie.

“In sport, it’s not really about when
you get beat down because it’s going to
be inevitable,” said Ramsay-Peaty.

“It’s actually how long it takes you to
look at it, respect it, and turn it around for
tonight, and I’m really happy with that.
I’ve got a great trajectory for tomorrow
[yesterday].”

Lani Pallister secured her second
gold of the meet with a dominant display
to win the women’s 1500m.

There was a shock in the women’s
100m  backstroke as  20-year-old
Australian Iona Anderson edged out hot
favourite Kylie Masse of Canada.

Australia also extended their clean
sweep of the relays so far in the men’s
4x200m freestyle.

But there was more variety on the top
of the podium at the pool than in recent
days as the Aussies did not have things
all their own way.

South Africa’s Pieter Coetze added
gold in the 200m backstroke to his 50m
gold on Saturday.

Canada’s Josh Liendo edged out
Australia’s Matthew Temple by just one
hundredth of a second to win the men’s
100m butterfly.

And there was more joy for hosts
Scotland as Angharad Evans produced a
late fightback to win gold in the women’s
100m breaststroke.

Gymnastics joy for Scotland,
Canada

Reuben Ward also struck gold for hosts
in the men’s gymnastics all-around final.

The 21-year-old held off a charge
from Canada’s Felix Dolci to secure gold
by just 0.200 of a point with Australia’s
Jesse Moore in third.

“I knew I could do it, but to actually
do it. When the score came through, it is
just jubilation and joy,” said Ward.

“Incredible! I’'m so lucky to be in this
position. I would’ve have been in this
position without my family and my team-
mates. It is like climbing a mountain.”

Dolci, who was part of Canada’s team
gold, twice fell of the pommel horse on
his opening apparatus before roaring
back with five near flawless displays to
nearly snatch victory.

“I wanted to show that it’s never
done until it’s done. That’s something I
deeply value and I’m glad I was able to
showcase that,” said Dolci.

There was a Canadian gold in the wom-
en’s all-around final as Ellie Black beat
Breanna Scott of Australia and 16-year-old
teammate Lia-Monica Fontaine.

“I’'m so proud. My goal was not to come
in and win. It was to come in and compete
again,” said 30-year-old Black. “To come
out on top, is the cherry on top. I love the
Commonwealths, it’s so fun to be here.”

In the biggest clash of the netball pool
stages Australia produced a dominant
66-47 win over England.

New Zealand edged Jamaica 53-48
in the other big showdown of the day in
Pool B. — AFP

‘Fresh’ Evenepoel answers
Tour de France questions

Barnaby Chesterman
e PARIS — Olympic champion Remco
é{?‘(& Evenepoel said he had answered a lot of
questions with his impressive Tour de
France showing.

The 26-year-old Belgian has become the world’s
best time-triallist since bursting onto the professional
scene as a precocious teenager in 2019.

He also enjoyed early success in week-long stage
races and punchy one-day classics.

But despite winning the 2022 Vuelta a Espana, and
finishing third at the Tour in 2024, many experts felt
that Evenepoel lacked the climbing endurance to be a
consistent challenger to the very best at the Tour de France.

Having won two stages and finished second overall
to five-time winner Tadej Pogacar at the Tour, Evenepoel
said he had proved that he belonged amongst the sport’s
elite climbers.

“We learned a lot about my physique, about my
mentality, my weight and the watts per kilo,” said the
three-time world time-trial champion.

“We learned a lot in this Tour de France without
really having to go over the limit.

“So, for the future, we have a lot of answers to
questions.”

One of those answers was whether or not he could
maintain his form into the third week of the most
arduous of Grand Tours.

If anything, he actually improved.

“I showed to myself and also towards the team that
I was on a very good level and a high level for three
weeks,” he said after Sunday’s final stage.

“Now, I feel still really fresh, no real fatigue in the body.

“That’s good and we will take that towards the future.”

‘A step up’

During the first half of the race, Evenepoel had lost
contact with other contenders for a podium finish - such
as Jonas Vingegaard, Paul Seixas, Isaac del Toro and
even his own Red Bull-Bora Hansgrohe team-mate
Florian Lipowitz - on the longer, tougher climbs.

But in most cases, he managed to catch up with
those rivals on a subsequent descent, allowing him to
even gain time on occasions rather than losing it.

But in the final week, after Vingegaard and Lipowitz
had crashed out of the race, he was the one distancing
his podium rivals when the race headed uphill.

He finished more than three minutes ahead of Del
Toro and five and a half minutes ahead of Seixas in the
final standings.

Evenepoel won a stage with a mountain top finish
for the first time at the Tour and was also second on two
other such stages.

On the back-to-back stages finishing on the iconic
Alpe d’Huez climb, he proved stronger than all of his
podium rivals - except Pogacar, of course.

“What we achieved is what we were aiming for, to
get the stage win and then finishing on the podium, like
in 2024,” he said.

“But now it was two stage wins, two very nice
second places as well in very hard stages.

“That really shows that I’ve gone up a step in terms
of climbing level and in performance on the hardest
stages.”

He had said earlier this year that his overall goal
was still to win the Tour de France one day - something
which seemed like a pipe dream given the competition.

Pogacar is only one year older than Evenepoel and
continues to look unbeatable at the Tour.

And even when he retires, the next generation are
already performing at an elite level.

Del Toro is 22 and Seixas is 19, and both have a
greater scope for improvement than Evenepoel.

Seixas, in particular, was riding a three-week Grand
Tour for the first time and visibly ran out of steam in
the latter stages.

He will likely be an altogether different proposition
next year.

But Evenepoel is now convinced that his ultimate
goal is an attainable one.

“After this result, I think I’ve shown towards
myself, my team and also to the outside world that I
deserve to dream and aim for that,” he said. —AFP
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UK TYV comedy star and

naturalist Bill Oddie dies at 85

LONDON - UK television
personality Bill Oddie, best known
for his role in the TV comedy series
“The Goodies” and presenter of
nature programmes, has died aged
85, his agent said yesterday.

“Bill was a multi-talented celeb-
rity — wildlife presenter, broadcaster,
comedian, writer, songwriter, musi-
cian and conservationist,” his agent
David Foster said in a statement.

“Yet it was never fame that he
valued. Instead, he encouraged us to
respect and protect the environment.

“He taught us the wonder
of it. He protested, lobbied and
campaigned for it,” Foster added,
hailing Oddie as “the country’s best
loved birder”.

Oddie, who grew up in Birming-
ham, came to fame as one of the
trio in “The Goodies”, starring with
Graeme Garden and Tim Brooke-
Taylor in the comedy sketch show
which ran from 1970 to 1982.

The three met as students at
Cambridge University, and joined
the Footlights Club, where their
contemporaries included British
comedians John Cleese and Eric
Idle, who were later to create
“Monty Python’s Flying Circus”.

Several of the songs written for
“The Goodies” were UK chart hits, in-
cluding “The Funky Gibbon” in 1975.

Oddie was a passionate bird-
watcher and conservationist, and
presented various shows across the
BBC and Channel 4, including the
nature programme “Springwatch”.

He later led a vocal campaign
against a government-backed cull
of badgers, blamed for spreading
tuberculosis to cattle.

A

February 5, 2007 unlocated photo of
English actor, artist, birder, comedian,
conservationist, musician, songwriter,

television presenter and writer Bill
Oddie. - Photo courtesy of Bryan
Ledgard/Wikimedia Commons

“It’s quite clearly a travesty,”
Oddie told AFP in 2013 as he joined

a patrol to save the badgers.

“This is one of the most con-
unreasonable,
ing, unnecessary conflicts I’ve ever

troversial,

known.”

He spoke movingly of suffering
from depression when he was
dropped from “Springwatch” in
2008. He was later diagnosed with
bipolar disorder.

Oddie also urged people to go out
and experience the natural world.

“My plea to people would be to
‘g0 naked’ occasionally — take off
those earpieces so you hear nature
and, of course, birdsong. You may
not realise how precious it is until it’s
gone,” he told The Daily Telegraph.
—AFP
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A cosplayer walks outside the venue of Comic-Con International in San Diego,

California, on Sunday.

- AFP
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Lucas Museum to display unseen
“Star Wars’ pieces, curator says

Paula Ramon

SAN DIEGO - The Lucas
Museum of Narrative Art — founded
by legendary “Star Wars” creator
George Lucas and his wife — will
show previously undisplayed items
from the hit sci-fi series after it opens
later this year, its curator told AFP.

“We are the home of the Lucas
Archives, the Lucasfilm production
materials,” Ryan Linkof said. “So
we’ll have an exhibition on ‘Star
Wars’ that includes some really
special pieces that have never been
exhibited before.”

More than 1,300 objects will be
displayed across 33 galleries covering
over 9,200 square meters in the
futuristically designed building that
will open its doors on September 22.

The museum, spearheaded
by the filmmaker and his wife,
business executive Mellody Hobson,
promises to house some of the
objects, artifacts and works Lucas
has collected over decades.

The collection includes illustra-
tions by Norman Rockwell, Jessie
Willcox Smith and N.C. Wyeth;
works by Frida Kahlo, Jacob Law-
rence, Charles White and Robert
Colescott; and pieces by cartoon-
ists including Winsor McCay, Jack
Kirby and Frank Frazetta.

“This is a kind of art that
doesn’t often have an institutional

home — not a lot of art museums
collect or exhibit it,” Linkof said.
“It will be a series of exhibitions
organised around material that is
really quite rare.”

But the crown jewel, at least
for some fans, will be production
materials from Lucasfilm.

Linkof said the “incredibly
ambitious project,” which Lucas
has worked on for decades, had
faced a series of challenges,
including those stemming from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

But for the curator, it represents
something of a culmination of the
acclaimed filmmaker’s career.

“Mellody has said before that

. everyone gets two songs. He
had his first song that was Star
Wars, and the second song is the
museum,” Linkoff said. “And it
really is an offering for the world
that will really last.”

Lucas, 82, remains actively
involved in the project, the curator said.

“As far as I can tell, he’s very
happy with it,” he said.

Last year, Lucas visited
Comic-Con’s famous Hall H —
the pop culture convention’s most
important venue — for the first time,
specifically to discuss his museum.

Linkof spoke with AFP on the
sidelines of the convention in San
Diego this year, before leading a

Ryan Linkof, senior curator and head
of Film Programmes for the Lucas
Museum of Narrative Art poses during a
photo call at Comic Con International in

San Diego last Thursday. -AFP

panel about the institution featuring
stars including Keke Palmer and
DC Comics President Jim Lee.

“I think that if you go to this
museum, you will see art that you will
recognise and have seen your entire
life, through commercials, through
comics books, but you will see it in
a different way that will hopefully
enlighten and inspire you,” Lee said.

“This is amazing art, we have it
all around us, how lucky are we?”

—AFP

“The Odyssey’ sparks IMAX stampede - and a backlash

Adam Plowright

ODISSEY - Box office
phenomenon “The Odyssey” by
Christopher Nolan has been a
powerful promotional tool for
IMAX cinema technology, but
it has also provoked a backlash
online about its perceived elitism.

Nolan became the first director
ever to use the highest resolution
70mm IMAX film with a specially
designed camera to shoot the
whole of his epic movie about
ancient Greek hero Odysseus.

With demand high for the best
possible viewing experience, some
IMAX cinemas have been booked
out weeks in advance, with screen
owners putting on extra showings
in late or even midnight slots.

The catch? Only 41 cinemas
worldwide can actually project
Nolan’s special 70mm film print
— while tickets for the standard
digital IMAX screens are
premium-priced at usually double
the cost of a regular cinema place.

Over half of all 70mm IMAX
theatres are in the United States,
while a country as large as India,
with its population of around 1.5
billion, doesn’t have a single one.

“Creating a film in a format that
most people can never experience
as intended is not how an auteur
of world cinema should work,”
journalist Harsh Tiwari argued in
The Print, an Indian online news
and opinion site.

Also, because Nolan optimised
his film for the larger, immersive
IMAX screens, the vast majority

of viewers watching at their local
cinemas are seeing an adapted,
more tightly cropped version of
what he intended.

IMAX confirmed that its
screens revealed “‘substantially
more image than standard
theatrical presentations” in a
statement emailed to AFP.

“This isn’t fair. Only a few
people will get to experience
Nolan’s true vision,” social
media user (@CinemaRythmes
complained on X.

On TikTok and Instagram,
jokers have been posting videos
poking fun at Nolan’s supposed
format snobbery by showing
themselves watching the movie on
a small screen or while distracted
— noting sarcastically how that
was “as Nolan intended”.

‘Difficult film’

IMAX, a Canada-headquar-
tered company, produces high-
resolution cameras, large-format
screens and top-end sound systems
that are designed to give theatre-
goers the best possible experience.

Nolan, the British-American
director of  “Oppenheimer”,
“Interstellar” and “The Dark
Knight”, has been using IMAX
cameras for some scenes in his
films for nearly 20 years.

For “The Odyssey”, IMAX
developed a new camera called
the Keighley Film Camera, a
200-kilogramme behemoth with
sound-proofing to make it as quiet
as possible.

“Itwas a difficult film. It should

be difficult: it’s the Odyssey, it
should be hard, and that’s fine,”

Nolan told a select group of media
including AFP earlier this month.

The New York-listed company
told AFP that audience response to
the film had been “extraordinary,
and with it we’ve seen tremendous
interest in IMAX technology across
the entire filmmaking process”.

The group added 11 new 70mm
theatres worldwide in anticipation
of demand, each capable of
projecting the film reel, which is
18 kilometre long when unspooled
and weighs 270 kilogrammes.

Ticket revenues at IMAX
theatres broke a record at US$52
million on the first weekend.

The move into the premium
IMAX format is part of a broader
industry trend in which cinema
owners are seeking to make a night
out at the movies as comfortable
and luxurious as possible.

Improving the user experience
is seen as necessary in order to
tempt people off their sofas and
away from their home cinema
systems and streaming sites.

“The Odyssey” has already
grossed an estimated US$320 mil-
lion worldwide since its release on
July 15 — more than its blockbuster
budget of US$250 million.

The two biggest movies of
2026 so far, “The Super Mario
Galaxy Movie” and Michael
Jackson biopic “Michael”, have
each grossed just over a billion US
dollars. —AFP
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1. Under the rainhow 2. Lost 4 metres of ice!

A drag queen wears a colourful This aerial photograph shows the melting Rhone Glacier,
headdress with the lettering ‘Pride’ above Gletsch, in the Swiss Alps, on Friday. - AFP
prior to the start of the Christopher
Street Day (CSD) parade in Berlin
on Saturday. - AFP 3. snadﬂw 0“ “Iﬂ SIIII
A picture taken on Sunday from San Martin de
Valdeiglesias, about 70km west of Madrid, shows the red
sun amid a wildfire in Burgohondo. - AFP

4. Extreme opposite...

A car is pictured parked in front of a house
affected by heavy snowfall in Puente del
Inca, Mendoza province, Argentina on
Sunday. — AFP

32— 9. Hand crafted

Residents apply mud to the minaret
during the replastering of the Sankore
Mosque, as part of an event marking its
600" anniversary, in Timbuktu, on Sunday.
Hundreds gathered in the historic city
; of Timbuktu to replaster the Sankore
2 - Mosque as part of celebrations marking
L‘ its 600" anniversary. Built in the 14"
....-~.§E= century, it is one of Timbuktu’s three
Tl y great mosques, alongside Djingareyber
i, and Sidi Yahia. Together, they are unique
- - ! examples of earthen architecture and
played an important role in the early
spread of Islam in Africa. The Sankore
Mosque, along with the other historic
mosques of Timbuktu, was inscribed on
UNESCOQO’s World Heritage List in 1988.

— AFP
6. Kicking off...

Moulin Rouge dancers perform the Can-
Can along the race route before the 215t
stage of the 113" Tour de France cycling
race, 88,7 km starting and finishing in
Paris, on Sunday. — AFP




