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Armindo Neves

The Health Bureau (SSM), in
conjunction with the Pharmaceutical
Supervision and Administration Bureau
(ISAF) and the Municipal Affairs
Bureau (IAM), announced in a joint
statement on Saturday that an infant
formula product was found to contain
lead levels exceeding safety limits.

According to the statement, IAM
was notified by ISAF that a batch
of “Frisolac Prestige Stage 1 Infant
Formula” contained lead levels above
Macau’s food safety standards. The
sample was found to have a lead
content of 0.2 mg/kg*, which exceeds
the maximum limit of 0.02 mg/kg for
lead in infant formula as stipulated in
Macau’s Maximum Limits of Heavy
Metal Contaminants in Food.

The affected batch had not been
supplied to hospitals in Macau, the
statement underlined, adding that the
authorities immediately instructed the
trade to remove the product from local
shops’ shelves, initiate a recall, and
cease all sales of the impacted batch.

Inspectors have also been deployed
to carry out spot checks across the
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Infant formula found to contain
excessive lead: govt

local market to ensure the product does
not remain in circulation. In addition,
officials have stepped up random
sampling of infant formula powder on
the market, with no irregularities found
in other batches so far, according to the
joint statement by the three bureaus.
The formula in question has a net
weight of 800 grams, batch number

IWO7KPJ, and an expiry date of
30/09/2027.
Meanwhile, the Health Bureau

announced in a separate statement later
that day that, in response to the case, it
has arranged for the public Conde de
Sdo Januario Hospital Centre (CHCS)J),
public-private  partnership ~ Macao
Union Hospital in Cotai, and the private
Kiang Wu Hospital to establish a green
channel for paediatric emergency care.
The initiative aims to provide medical
examinations and health consultations
for infants and young children who may
require them.

Parents can call the CHCSJ enquiry
hotline on 8390 1177 between 9:00 a.m.
and midnight daily to register details of
potentially affected children and make an
appointment at the public hospital’s special
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paediatric clinic for further assessment.
The Health Bureau urged parents
whose children have consumed infant
formula from the affected batch to
monitor their child’s health closely and
seek medical attention promptly if any
symptoms occur. It added that it will
continue working closely with relevant
authorities to safeguard the health and
safety of infants and young children. m
* A lead level of 0.2 mg/kg in infant
formula is extremely concerning and
substantially  exceeds global food
safety standards. If an infant formula
contains 0.2 mg/kg of lead, it represents
a regulatory non-compliance issue
and a health hazard. Chronic intake of
lead at a concentration of 0.2 mg/kg
via primary nutrition (infant formula)
can lead to:  Neurodevelopmental
Impairment: Reduced 10, learning
difficulties, shortened attention span,
and behavioural changes. Impact on
Growth & Blood: Interference with
haemoglobin  production (anaemia)
and impaired physical growth. Organ
System Stress: Long-term exposure
places undue stress on renal and
cardiovascular health. — Gemini
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This undated handout photo provided by the Health Bureau (SSM)
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on Saturday shows the problematic infant formula product found to
contain excessive lead.

Spain battles largest recorded wildfire as nearly 100,000 affected

MADRID - Wildfires continued to rage
across central Spain yesterday, with the blaze in
Avila province becoming the largest on record
in the country’s history after burning around
50,000 hectares, according to authorities.

Spain’s Third Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for the Ecological Transition Sara
Aagesen said wildfires affecting the Madrid
region and the provinces of Avila and Toledo
had burned more than 77,000 hectares in total.

The Madrid region, Avila and Toledo have
been the hardest-hit areas, with nearly 100,000
people evacuated or ordered to remain indoors
across 46 municipalities. Another wildfire that
broke out over the weekend in the eastern
province of Castellon has affected more than
16,000 people in 18 municipalities.

Thousands of firefighters, supported
by Spain’s Military Emergency Unit
(UME), firefighting aircraft and helicopters,
continued battling the blazes yesterday.

Lieutenant General Francisco Javier
Marcos Izquierdo, the UME commander,
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Spain’s King Felipe VI (centre) shakes hands with people as he and Queen Letizia (second from left)
visit the evacuees from the Madrid wildfire who are sheltered at La Chopera local sports centre in

Villamanta yesterday. - AFP

said the fires in Avila and Madrid remained  Martin de Valdeiglesias. Firefighters believed
separate as they had only connected along a  they had halted the spread of the flames
“very small, discontinuous front” near San between the two fire zones, although the fire

perimeter had yet to be fully secured, he said.

Speaking from the advanced command
center in Navalcarnero, west of Madrid,
Aagesen described the wildfire situation as
“complex,” saying emergency crews were
operating on multiple fronts. She warned
that further evacuations could be ordered
if necessary and said evacuated residents
would only be allowed to return home once
conditions were considered safe.

Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez visited
the affected areas yesterday and said that,
despite the “extremely complex” challenges
facing firefighters, the overall situation was
evolving in a positive direction, with parts of
the fires already under control.

King Felipe VI and Queen Letizia also
visited the disaster zone to receive briefings on
the emergency response and express support
for affected residents and frontline personnel.

According to Spain’s Ministry for the Eco-
logical Transition, wildfires had burned a total of
1,724 km2 nationwide as of July 24.  — Xinhua
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Animated feature grounds Burnham vows to put ‘Britain’s Brazilian right-wing party nominates
legendary immortals in humanity, : interest first’in Trump ties Bolsonaro son to battle Lula

Winning wide audiences New UK Prime Minister Andy Burnham has said he may Brazil’s right-wing Liberal Party (PL) on Saturday for-

A beloved Chinese legend is captivating a new generation : “take a different opinion” from US President Donald Trump mally nominated Flavio Bolsonaro, a 45-year-old senator and
of moviegoers. Animated feature “All Wishes Come True!” : and will “put Britain’s interest first” when dealing with the son of imprisoned ex-president Jair Bolsonaro, as its candi-
has become one of this summer’s biggest hits. —Storyonp. 7 : American leader. — Story on p. 11 date in the October presidential election. —Storyonp. 12
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MPay allows users wire money back to bank accounts

Staff Reporter

MPay, Macau’s first multifunction mobile payment app, .
has announced a new feature allowing users to transfer wallet
balances directly to personal bank accounts.

The update is being launched in phases; it started on
Wednesday and is slated to be concluded on Monday next .
week, requiring the MPay app to be updated to version 6.2.7

or higher.

daily limit of 20,000 patacas.

Grade 3B Quotas: 30,000 patacas yearly free limit, plus
up to 120,000 yearly via paid service (0.25 percent fee
rate). Single transfer ceiling is 20,000 patacas, with a
daily limit of 50,000 patacas.
Promotional Campaign: All users get their first transfer
free of charge through December 31, 2026, without

affecting the annual free quota.

MPay made the announcement in its website last week.

Key Features & Limits

Eligibility: Available only for Grade 3A and Grade 3B

verified users.

e Bank Binding: Transfers are restricted to personal
bank accounts linked to the user’s name, such as Macau
Development Bank or Ant Bank (Macau).

e Grade 3A Quotas: 10,000 patacas yearly free limit, plus
up to 40,000 patacas yearly via paid service (0.3 percent
fee rate). Single transfer ceiling is 8,000 patacas, with a

How to Transfer

1. Open the MPay app and tap “Mine” (FHJ) in the
bottom right corner.

2. Select “Transfer to Bank” (8t £ $8417).

3. Choose your bound personal bank account and enter the
transfer amount.
Developed by Macau Pass*, according to its official
website https://www.macaupass.com/MPay, MPay is Macau’s

Old man sexually
harasses nurse, doctor
in hospital: police

Tony Wong

A 70-year-old local man
groped the breasts of a nurse
and a doctor while receiving
treatment at the public Conde
de Sao Januario Hospital Centre
last week, Public Security Police
(PSP) spokesman Wong Wai
Chon said during a regular press
conference on Friday.

The jobless suspect, surnamed
Tai, was taken by ambulance to the
hospital’s emergency department
at 11:30 a.m. last Wednesday after
feeling unwell with flu symptoms.
About 10 minutes later, while a
female nurse was carrying out
basic examinations and arranging
for him to see a doctor, he groped
her breast, prompting her to call
the police.

While PSP officers were at the
scene attending to the incident,
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a female doctor attempted to
transfer Tai from a wheelchair
to an examination chair. The
officers witnessed him groping
the doctor’s breast and slapping
her on the back.

Police officers immediately
intervened. Once his medical
consultation was complete, Tai
was taken to a police station for
questioning.

Both healthcare workers have
decided to file criminal charges
against the suspect. The doctor
informed the police that she had
sustained a minor back injury
during the incident.

Tai has been transferred to
the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP), where he faces charges of
sexual harassment and causing
bodily harm wunder aggravated
circumstances.ll

Public Security Police (PSP) spokesman Wong Wai Chon speaks during Friday’s

press conference. - Photo courtesy of TDM
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first mobile payment e-wallet that allows its users to link
various bank accounts or credit cards to their e-wallet account.

MPay

i P 5 B

MPay’s features include online and offline payment, P2P

transfer, telecom and utility bills payment, online ticketing,

MPark, transport QR Code for bus ride, etc. B
N.B. Additional reporting by Google Al

*MPay is owned and operated by Macau Pass S.A. At the

corporate parent level, Macau Pass S.A. is an indirect wholly

owned subsidiary of AG

(Stock Code: 8279). AG
Alibaba Group and Ant

Tech Holdings Limited, an investment

holding company listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange

Tech itself is an affiliate/subsidiary of
Group. — Gemini

Typhoon ‘Noul’ spares Macau

Staff Reporter

Typhoon “Noul” spared Macau
over the weekend.

Macau’s Meteorological and
Geophysical ~ Bureau  (SMG)
cancelled all tropical cyclone signals
at 5 o’clock yesterday afternoon.

According to the SMG website,
the bureau hoisted Standby Signal
No. 1 at 10:00 p.m. on Friday and
Strong Wind Signal No. 3 at
6:00 p.m. on Saturday.

As of 5:00 p.m. yesterday,
according to the bureau, Tropical
Storm “Noul” was estimated to be
about 180 km north of Macau and
forecast to move north-northwest at
around 15 km/h, gradually moving
inland and weakening. During
its development, “Noul” was
temporarily classified as a severe
typhoon, because of which the local
weather station had, for a period of
time, considered the probability of
hoisting Typhoon Signal No. 8 as
“low to moderate”.

Early yesterday, the Hong Kong
Observatory hoisted Gale or Storm
Signal No. 9 for six hours.

Both Macau and Hong Kong
follow a 5-level tropical cyclone
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Troptcat Tropical
signal system: 1, 3, 8, 9, and 10. The World Meteorological
Due to “Noul”, over 70 flights Organisation (WMO)  defines
were reportedly cancelled by Macau a typhoon as a tropical cyclone
International Airport. reaching  maximum  sustained

No injuries or major property
damage were reported in Macau
during the storm.

speeds ranging between 118-149
km/h (severe typhoon: 150-184
km/h; super typhoon: >185 km/h). m

Dried lily bulbs found to contain excessive

Ida Cheong

Excessive levels of the heavy
metal cadmium have been detected
in a sample of loose-packed
dried lily bulbs (“bai he” H&)
during routine food sampling, the
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
announced in a statement on Friday.

The sample was collected from
local retailer Agéncia Comercial
Luen Fat (##%17) on Rua da Praia
do Manduco in the Inner Habour
area’s Ha Van district. Tests revealed
the cadmium content in the sample
was 0.536 ppm (parts per million),
exceeding the maximum limits set
under local food safety regulations,
according to the statement.

Cadmium is a heavy metal
contaminant that can cause chronic
poisoning and kidney damage through
long-term ingestion. However, an

cadmium: 1AM

analysis of the levels detected in
this sample indicates that the risk of
adverse health effects under normal
consumption remains low, the
Municipal Affairs Bureau said.

The bureau has urged both
merchants and shoppers who
possess the affected product to
stop supplying or consuming it
immediately. Consumers were also
reminded to maintain a balanced
diet to avoid excessive intake of
contaminants caused by unbalanced
cating habits. B

This undated handout photo provided
by the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) on
Friday shows a sample of bulk-packed
dried lily bulbs (Chinese herb-5 ) from
“Agéncia Comercial Luen Fat “ (i 3517)
on Rua da Praia do Manduco in the Inner
Harbour area found to contain cadmium.
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‘Echo the Wind Wanderer’ exhibition boasts
interactive sections

Ida Cheong

The Macao International Chil-
dren’s Arts Festival exhibition,
“Echo the Wind Wanderer”, created
by Australia-based artist Ekokaxi
Wang, is being held until Octo-
ber 11 at both the Macao Museum
of Art (MAM) and MGM COTALI,
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) Acting
President Mok Chi Hang announced
at yesterday’s opening ceremony.

The ceremony took place at
MAM in Nape. According to an IC
statement, the exhibition features
multiple  interactive  sections,
comprising “Echo’s Cabinet of
Curiosities”, “Re-coding Macau”,
“Aquarium  Adventures”, and
the outdoor installation “Mojo”,
alongside “Wandering in a Parallel
World” at MGM COTAIL The
showcase aims to allow the public

to trace the evolution of the artwork,
experience the city after being
“recoded”, and explore a parallel
universe composed of “Echos”.

Serving as a guide, “Echo”
is a character situated between
the artist’s self-projection and a
fairy-tale figure. “Echo” guides
visitors to touch, learn through
games, interpret the art freely, and
engage their imagination to build
a fantastical realm, the statement
added.

In his speech, Mok noted
that Wang specialises in creating
immersive and interactive artistic
experiences. By using everyday
materials such as clay, paper, yarn,
and sponge, she crafts a colourful,
multi-layered, and poetic world that
encourages visitors to reconnect
with their inner innocence through

her unique creative language, he
said.

Aiming to enhance visitors’
experience, they can participate in
a stamp-collection activity across
both exhibition sites for a chance
to win a “Wandering in a Parallel
World” plush toy or a set of stickers.

The IC statement further
noted that a range of outreach
activities will run from next month
through October. These include
the “Summer Art for Families”
activity series, “Music in the
Macao Museum of Art”, and a new
“Parent-Child Night Tour” designed
to let families explore the museum
after dark. Some activities require
advance registration via the “Macao
One Account” mobile app, while
guided school tours can be arranged
at MAM upon reservation. B

4 care home residents contract
COVID-19 in cluster infection

Khalel Vallo

Four residents of a local care
home have been infected with
COVID-19 in a cluster case,
but all of them remain in stable
condition without severe illness or
complications, the Health Bureau
(SSM) said in a statement yesterday.

According to the bureau, the
cluster involves four residents —
three men and a woman — from
Happy Nursing Home (48 %%
Ft) on Avenida do Almirante Lac-
erda. The patients developed upper
respiratory symptoms, including
fever, cough and sore throat, on
Thursday, the statement said.

All sought medical treatment
and some tested positive through
rapid COVID-19 antigen tests, the

-

statement noted, adding that the
cluster is preliminarily believed to
have been caused by a COVID-19
infection.

The bureau underlined that
the four patients were in stable
condition yesterday, with no
severe cases or other serious
complications reported, pointing
out that it is closely monitoring
the health of infected and non-
infected residents at the facility.

Thecarehomehasstrengthened
infection  control  measures,
including enhanced cleaning and
disinfection, improved indoor
ventilation and the isolation of
infected residents in accordance
with  official guidelines, the
statement said, adding that it

PREVENT RESPIRATORY INFECTIOUS DISEASES
PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO
PERSONAL HYGIENE

€ CLEAN HANDS

When sneezing or coughing,
cover mouth and nose with

tissue.

6 ENSURE VENTILATION

Maintain good indoor air
circulation and avoid crowded

places.

9 WEAR A MASK

Wear a mask when

experiencing cold symptoms or

caring for the sick.

@

PROMPTLY

If you feel unwell, seek medical
advice in a timely manner and

stay home to rest.

SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION g

This infographic provided by the Health Bureau (SSM) yesterday shows its guide
to preventing infectious respiratory diseases. The infographic was translated by

the Post.

will arrange appropriate medical
support for residential care
homes when necessary, including
telemedicine services or outreach
medical teams, to provide timely
treatment for residents at high risk
of developing severe illness.

The statement noted that
antiviral medication can inhibit
virus replication, and that elderly
people along with those with serious
chronic illnesses are at greater risk
of severe COVID-19, urging high-
risk individuals who develop fever
or respiratory symptoms to take a
rapid antigen test and seek medical
attention promptly if the result
is positive, as antiviral treatment
within five days of infection can
significantly reduce the risk of
severe disease and death.

The bureau also urged elderly
people, those with chronic illnesses
and immunocompromised® indi-
viduals who have not yet received
the LP.8.1 COVID-19 vaccine**
to get vaccinated, saying that the
vaccine provides good protection
against currently circulating vari-
ants and effectively reduces the
risk of severe illness and death.

The Health Bureau reminded
residents to maintain good personal
hygiene, keep indoor areas well
ventilated, wear facemasks when
experiencing respiratory symptoms
or visiting healthcare facilities,
seek medical attention promptly if
unwell, and receive both seasonal
influenza and  recommended
COVID-19 vaccinations to reduce
the risk of infection. B

* Immunocompromised means
having a weakened immune
system with a reduced ability to

fight off infections, viruses, and

diseases — Gemini

** The LP8.1 COVID-19
vaccine is an updated shot
designed to target the LP.8.1 virus
strain, protect against severe
illness, and update your bodys
immune memory. - Gemini

Australia-based artist Ekokaxi Wang addresses yesterday’s opening ceremony for
“Echo the Wind Wanderer” exhibition at the Macao Museum of Art (MAM) in Nape.

This photo taken during last night’s opening ceremony for “Echo the Wind
Wanderer” exhibition shows a set of works by Australia-based artist Ekokaxi Wang
being showcased at the Macao Museum of Art (MAM) in Nape. — Photos: Ida Cheong
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@@@@ The Young Post

The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published

every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may

interest not only the younger but also all the other generations.
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Pui Va ceremonies aim to make every student

protagonist: vice-principal

Armindo Neves

closing ceremonies for its kindergarten, primary and
secondary sections earlier this month.

Demonstrating its commitment to student-based learning,
the two-campus school in Taipa held individual ceremonies
for each of its 15 grade levels, from kindergarten to Form 6.

Addressing the two-day event, Pui Va Principal Lei Chao
Lam congratulated the graduating students on successfully
completing their studies. He expressed his deep gratitude to
the teachers for their dedication and to the students’ parents for
their unwavering support. Encouraging the students to carry
forward the “indomitable spirit” of the Pui Va community,
Lei urged them to grow into “confident, courageous, and
responsible” young people. He noted his joy in witnessing
the students’ transformation — from shyness to self-assurance,
and from dependence to independence — reassuring them that
their alma mater would always remain a warm and welcoming
home for them.

Grade 4 students Mo Chon Ian, Lei Hei U, and Sin Hoeng
Ying shared their reflections on the ceremony with the Post
recently.

Mo admitted feeling a mix of nervousness and excitement,
noting that the dance performances were his favourite part
of the day. Inspired by the occasion, he resolved to pay
closer attention in class next year and improve his academic
performance.

Lei, who participated in a cowboy dance performance
that earned second prize, expressed her hope to achieve even
greater success in the future.

Sin served as a student representative, delivering a speech
in which she reflected on her personal growth journey — from
forgetting her lines during early rehearsals to eventually
speaking with confidence and fluency.

All three students voiced their eagerness to promote
to Grade 5 and they are looking forward to meeting new
classmates, embracing new learning experiences, and setting
fresh goals for the upcoming school year.

The director of the kindergarten section, Lei Lai San, told
the Post that each ceremony is tailored to the developmental
needs of students at different age levels. For younger learners,
the focus was on creating a joyful campus environment,
while the primary school years shift towards fostering peer
relationships and developing core learning skills.

“As Grade 6 students prepare for the next step in their
academic journey, this transitional milestone serves to
celebrate their accomplishments and look ahead to secondary
education,” Director Lei said.

Director Lei also noted that all the teachers worked
tirelessly to prepare and organise the ceremonies. In response,
the school’s students expressed their appreciation through
heartfelt drawings and warm embraces —creating moments
of a genuine bond between educators and pupils. Following
the events, the students demonstrated a stronger sense of

Pui Va Middle School* hosted separate school-year

belonging, while home-school trust and communication were
significantly strengthened, according to Director Lei.

Parents gave positive feedback to the director and teachers
after the event. A parent surnamed Ng observed significant
growth in her child’s confidence, communication skills, and
sense of responsibility over the past year. Expressing gratitude
to the school for allowing parents to witness this progress, Ng
said he hoped that Pui Va would continue balancing strong
academic standards with personal potential.

Another parent, surnamed Chon, highlighted the importance
of respecting her child’s interests by consulting him before
enrolling him in extracurricular activities, emphasising that
genuine learning must come from within. Chon commended
Pui Va’s decision to hold separate ceremonies for each grade
level, calling the arrangement a true reflection of a student-
centred philosophy. She added that her daughter will also be
enrolling in Pui Va, reaffirming her strong endorsement of the
school’s educational values.

Vice Principal Mary Sun emphasised that the core
philosophy behind the individual ceremonies is to “give the
stage back to every child”, ensuring that every student gets
the opportunity to shine. By inviting parents to participate,
the school reinforces the principle that “education requires
companionship” while promoting diverse methods of student
assessment. Although organising separate ceremonies
presented a considerable logistical challenge for the school’s
administrative and teaching teams, Sun noted that seeing every
child perform confidently — and watching shy students find the
courage to speak up — made the effort deeply rewarding.

She concluded that the 15 separate ceremonies aimed to
make every student a protagonist at the school.

Pui Va Middle School Principal Lei Chao Lam (right) and
Vice Principal Mary Sun pose with two students during one
of the school’s academic-year closing ceremonies on its
kindergarten and primary section’s campus on Rua de Viseu
in Taipa earlier this month. - Photos: Pui Va Middle School

* Pui Va Middle School (F5¥HE: — “Cultivating
Excellence”) is a well-established private, non-profit, Chinese-
medium school located in Macau. Founded in 1995 under the
umbrella of the Macau Chinese Education Association (EDUM),
it operates within the Education and Youth Development Bureau
(DSEDJ) free education network. — Gemini
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Italy beat China for bronze, Tiirkiye win gold,

Rui Pastorin

Italy took home bronze after
a four-set win over China during
yesterday’s Women’s Volleyball
Nations League (VNL) finals at the
Macau East Asia Games Dome.

Despite the damp weather and
amidst Saturday’s looming typhoon
that caused a degree of uncertainty,
many fans turned up at the dome
to show their support for the home
team, with the stadium echoing the
collective cheers for the host team.
The event website noted that 3,600
spectators were present in the main
hall of the stadium that seats 7,000.

Kicking off with the first set, the
Italians led on the scoreboard, while
the Chinese mainland team put up a
valiant effort. However, Italy ended
the set at 25 to 16.

The host team pushed even
harder on the second set, initially
taking the lead. Although the Italian
team went on to catch up, China

won the close battle at 23 to 25.

Another closely fought battle
ensued in the third set, with China
initially leading, but ending with
Italy again catching up and winning
yet another set at 25 to 22. By the
fourth set, Italy continued their
momentum, this time finishing
the set with a dominant 25 to 13.
This landed them the tournament’s
bronze medal at 3-1.

The win marks the Italian
team’s, which won the previous two
editions, first bronze medal in their
collection, according to a statement
on the VNL website, adding that
this includes three gold.

Following the match, some
members of the Italian team told
reporters how elated they were to
win. Among those interviewed,

captain Anna Danesi noted that
while they were initially aiming for
gold, they were still honoured to
have won third place. “I’'m really

Turkiye celebrate their gold medal at the Macau East Asian Games Dome.

- Photo: VNL

happy because it’s not always
easy”, remarking on their “good
performance” in Macau overall.
“We played a really good match but
we won and it’s a really important
medal for us”.

Teammate Ekaterina Antropova,
who was chosen player of the
match, added: “It feels nice to finish
this journey with a win. She also
pointed out: “For myself, it was
really important to remember the
player that I am. After yesterday
[Italy’s semi-final loss to Brazil],
it wasn’t easy to come back during
and after that game. We didn’t even
have 24 hours to rest, so I'm really
happy and proud of the girls, and
also everyone who came in from the
bench. It was really important for
us and I’m happy to be wearing this
medal right now”.

Tiirkiye takes home gold

Meanwhile, Tirkiye emerged
with a 3-1 victory against Brazil
during last night’s final match.

According to the VNL website,
the win marks the team’s second
gold in the tournament since 2023.

The team had initially lost the
first set with the score of 23-25.
However, in the three closely fought
sets that followed, Tiirkiye came out
on top, with the scores of 25-23, 26-
24, and 25-21. Brazil meanwhile
ended their match with their fifth
silver medal.

According to the event website,
the final match saw a total of 4,000
spectators and lasted a total of 126
minutes. B

Brazil garner S|Iver
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China and Italy vie for the bronze medal during the finals of the Women’s Volleyball
Nations League (VNL) at the Macau East Asian Games Dome yesterday.

- Photos: Rui Pastorin

‘Ani-Com & Games Hong Kong’ returns W|th record S|ze, draws local fans

Khalel Vallo in Hong Kong

The five-day “27™ Ani-Com &
Games Hong Kong” (ACGHK 2026)
has returned with its largest edition
to date, featuring more than 200
exhibitors, an expanded exhibition
space and international guests, while
local visitors praised the convention’s
size, exclusive merchandise and
cosplay community.

Running from Friday until
tomorrow night at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre
in Wan Chai, this year’s event
expanded into the centre’s Hall 5
for the first time, increasing its
exhibition area by 10 percent to
38,417 square metres and raising
its maximum capacity to 38,000
visitors, according to a statement
by the organisers.

The convention features 201
exhibitors and 689 participants,
including art toy designers, comic
artists and content creators, the
statement said. Among this year’s
highlights are the debut Dig Dig
Island toy collectors’ fair and
ComixPop, a new zone dedicated
to nearly 40 Hong Kong comic
artists.

Other attractions include a
4.5-metre  Spider-Man  display
at the Hot Toys booth, Sanrio’s
Egyptian-themed  Hello  Kitty
installation, Pokémon Trading Card

This photo taken at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre in Wan Chai
yesterday shows exhibitiongoers exploring the fair during the five-day “27" Ani-

Com & Games Hong Kong” (ACGHK 2026).

Game activities, and appearances
by Japanese voice actors.

Speaking with the Post at
the venue yesterday, Marco,
24, a student from Hong Kong
University (HKU), said that the
expanded venue significantly
improved the experience. “It’s
massive! Expanding into Hall 5
actually made a huge difference. It
feels like the event is truly back to
its peak pre-pandemic energy, but
amplified”. Marco also encouraged
newcomers to enjoy cosplay
without worrying about perfection.
“Don’t stress too much about your
first build, just wear something you

- Photos: Khalel Vallo

can move and smile in”, he said
Another Hong Kong student,
Chica, 21, said that the local
cosplay community has evolved
considerably in recent years. “The
craftsmanship has  skyrocketed
because everyone has access to better
tutorials, 3D printing, and overseas
materials now”, Chica said, adding
that ACG stands out because of its
large-scale commercial presence
and energetic atmosphere.
Meanwhile, people from Macau
also travelled to Hong Kong
specifically for the event. Gao,
23, a local student from the public
Macao Polytechnic  University

A cosplayer and a young visitor pose at
the fair in Wan Chai.

(MPU), attended ACGHK for
the first time after following the
convention online for years. “It’s
on a completely different planet
scale-wise. The number of halls, the
roaring crowds, the international
exclusive merch, and the sheer
volume of professional-grade
cosplayers here are overwhelming
in the best way possible”, Gao said.

Returning visitor surnamed
Wong, 26, a part-time worker, said
he travelled mainly for gaming
merchandise  and  collectibles
unavailable in Macau. “I’d love to
see larger-scale conventions hosted
in Macau and have a dedicated

annual convention matching the
commercial density of ACGHK
and Comic Con [Hong Kong
Comic Con] would give local
fans and creators a huge regional
platform”, he said.

Moreover, 17-year-old high
school student Hiro said that
attending the convention for

the first time marked a personal
milestone. “I decided to step
out of my comfort zone for this
one convention here in Hong
Kong”, she said. When comparing
the event with Macau’s anime
gatherings, Hiro said Hong Kong
offers a wider range of fandoms,
particularly Western franchises.
“Hong Kong has more diversity
in its interest in fandoms, which is
why I prefer coming to Hong Kong
[for other conventions], because
most of my interests are based on
Western media”, she noted.

The convention concludes
tomorrow, with organisers con-
tinuing to host cosplay activi-
ties, artist meet-and-greets, toy
exhibitions and stage events as
thousands of anime, comic and
gaming fans from Hong Kong,
Macau, the Chinese mainland and
beyond gather for one of Asia’s
largest pop culture events.

The fair closes its doors at
8:00 p.m. tomorrow. B
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Traffic accidents dip 5.3 pctin H1

Tony Wong

Macau recorded a total of 6,941
traffic accidents in the first half of
this year, a year-on-year drop of 5.3
percent compared with the same
period last year, according to the
latest traffic statistics released by
the Public Security Police (PSP) on
their website yesterday.

In the first six months of this
year, two people died in traffic
accidents, a driver and a pedestrian.

In the first six months of last
year, no one died in traffic accidents,
while in the second half of last year,
seven died in traffic accidents.

In the first half of this year, nine
people were hospitalised after being
injured in traffic accidents, a year-
on-year decrease of 65.4 percent
from 26 people in the same period
last year.

In the first six months of
this year, 2,613 people received
outpatient hospital treatment for
traffic accident injuries, up 0.7
percent from 2,594 people in the
same period last year.

Jumping red lights up 74
pct, failing to give way on
zebra crossings up 97 pct
According to the traffic statistics
released yesterday, the police fined
4,401 drivers and motorcyclists for
jumping red lights in the first half
of this year, up 74.0 percent from
2,530 in the same period last year.
In the first six months of this
year, the police fined 646 drivers

Pedestrians wait to walk across a traffic light-controlled crossing on Avenida do
General Castelo Branco outside the construction site of the ongoing sports park

project in Fai Chi Kei earlier this month.

and motorcyclists for failing to
give way to pedestrians on zebra
crossings, up 97.0 percent from 328
in the same period last year.

The police fined 2,759
pedestrians for jaywalking in the
first half of this year, down 41.0
percent from 4,680 in the same
period last year.

In the first six months of this
year, the police fined 322,419
drivers and motorcyclists for illegal
parking (up 0.1 percent year-on-
year), comprising 63,952 for failing
to pay for street parking meters
(up 96.8 percent year-on-year) and
258,467 for all other types of illegal
parking (down 10.7 percent year-
on-year).

- Photo: Tony Wong

Moreover, the police recorded
906 violations by cabbies in the first
half of this year, down 21.5 percent
from 1,154 in the same period last
year.

Over half of the 906 violations,
numbering 462, were cases of
jumping the queue to pick up
passengers at taxi ranks.

The 906 violations also
included 84 cases of refusing to
pick up passengers, 53 cases of
long-hauling, and 16 cases of
overcharging passengers.

Long-hauling refers to the act
of a cabbie taking passengers on
a long detour to the destination
without consent in order to ramp
up the fare. m

Govt assists Macau passengers stranded in
Nanning following Osaka-Macau flight diversion

Tony Wong

The Macau government is pro-
viding assistance to local passen-
gers stranded in Nanning, capital
of the Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region, after an Air Macau
flight originally scheduled to arrive
in Macau from Osaka on Saturday
afternoon was diverted to Nanning
for a precautionary landing due to
severe weather, according to a state-
ment by the Macao Government
Tourism Office (MGTO) yesterday.

The statement noted that the
MGTO 24/7 tourism hotline, (853)
2833 3000, received calls for
assistance yesterday from several
Macau residents on board the flight.

“MGTO maintained contact with
affected passengers to understand
their situation. Together with the
Civil Aviation Authority of Macao
(AACM), the Public Security Police
(PSP), and Air Macau, MGTO
immediately activated a liaison
mechanism to coordinate follow-up
arrangements for the travellers,” the
statement read.

According to the statement, Air
Macau flight NX855 was carrying
166 passengers, including 93
Macau residents. It was originally
scheduled to land in Macau on
Saturday afternoon; however, owing
to typhoon conditions affecting the
territory, the aircraft was diverted
to Nanning - whose airport serves
both civil and military aviation - for
a precautionary landing.
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July 2016 file photo of Nanning Wuxu International Airport.

The statement said Chinese
mainland border control authorities
had “provided appropriate assistance
to enable the passengers to enter”
the mainland, while Air Macau had
arranged hotel accommodation for
them.

The MGTO statement quoted
Air Macau as saying it was
arranging a special flight from
Nanning to Macau yesterday for the
affected passengers.

The statement added that the
MGTO tourism hotline had received
nine requests for assistance or
complaints from Macau passengers
on the flightt The complaints
have been referred to the relevant
authorities for follow-up, the

- Photo: Wikimedia Commons

statement said.

According to reports on social
media, some Macau passengers on
flight NX855 were initially unable
to enter the mainland as they were
not carrying their Home Return
Permits (the identity card required
for Macau residents to travel to
and from the mainland), leaving
them briefly stranded on board the
aircraft or inside the terminal.

The affected passengers were
subsequently granted entry by
border control authorities under
special arrangements and provided
with hotel accommodation by Air
Macau after several passengers
sought assistance from MGTO,
according to social media posts. B

MONDAY July 27, 2026

LRT stations to host
beyblade event next month

Rui Pastorin

Macao Light Rapid Transit
Corporation (MLM) announced
in a statement on its website that it
will be hosting its “Speeding on the
Rails — Beyblade* Tournament”
on August 9, with the main venue
being at Barra Station while
several ‘“challenge checkpoints”
and activities will also be set up
along the Taipa Line.

The announcement was made
on Thursday.

The tournament will feature
an Open Category and a Pairs
Category, with six sessions to
determine winners, the statement
said. An “ultimate showdown” for
a championship title will be held
between winners of each Open
Category session, with beyblade
prizes up for grabs.

The event is overall geared not
only towards enthusiasts, but also
parent-child teams.

The statement added that the

event also features challenge events
and activities including “Line
Exploration” and “Stamp Rally
Challenge”, while the main venue
also includes a “Free Battle Zone”.
Other booths and activities will
also be set up at the main venue.

The event’s overall objective is
to “provide new leisure and travel
experiences and to invigorate
community vitality during the
summer holidays”, the statement
said.

Registration, which includes
a fee of 80 patacas, is open from
today until August 5.

One can find more details by
visiting  https:/www.mlm.com.
mo/en/barracompetition.html. m

*4 Beyblade is a spinning top
toy designed for battling other tops
inside a shallow dish or plastic
stadium. It was developed and
released by Japanese toy company
Takara (now Takara Tomy) in
1999. - Gemini

Cooperation with Chinain Al,
emerging technologies boosts
Ethiopia’s tech capabilities

Interview

ADDIS ABABA — Cooperation
with  China in  emerging
technologies, including artificial
intelligence (Al), is fostering
Ethiopia’s institutional and
workforce capabilities, enabling
the rapid adoption of advanced
technologies across the country’s

critical development sectors, senior

officials and experts have said.

These critical development
sectors include meteorology as
well as the space science and
geospatial sector, areas where the
two countries have forged strong
collaborative  frameworks and
initiatives in recent years.

Sino-Ethiopian  cooperation
in the meteorological domain
is empowering local experts to
deploy cutting-edge technological
models, including Al and machine
learning  algorithms.  Officials
at the Ethiopian Meteorological
Institute (EMI) underscored that
cooperation with Chinese partners
is injecting a much-needed
impetus to enhance the institute’s
capabilities in ensuring data
accuracy and providing refined
climate information for various
socioeconomic sectors.

Recognizing the demands of the
modern technological era, EMI’s
deputy director general Asaminew
Teshome emphasized that
deploying innovative technological
systems has become essential to
significantly enhance the accuracy
and reliability of contemporary
meteorological information.

“We are closely working
with the China Meteorological
Administration (CMA) in different
aspects, focusing on weather and
the climate services,” Teshome
told Xinhua in a recent interview.

To bridge technical gaps, Ethio-

pian meteorological professionals
have received short- and long-term
academic training from Chinese
partners, including the CMA. These
joint capacity-building initiatives
focus on satellite data analysis,
climate forecasting models, atmo-
spheric research, and modern di-
saster risk management platforms
tailored to local requirements.

“Most of the institute’s experts
are trained in different Chinese
institutions, including the China
Meteorological ~ Administration,
from short-term to long-term
capacity building,” Teshome said,
emphasizing that human resource
development forms a key pillar of the
two countries’ bilateral partnership.

By leveraging Al, machine
learning and complex data
analytics, the two sides seek to
generate highly downscaled and
localized weather data and climate
information models.

A central milestone in this
collaboration is the deployment of
the advanced MAZU early warning
system. MAZU (Multi-hazard,
Alert, Zero-gap, and Universal),
China’s intelligent meteorological
early warning solution, is an
advanced platform capable of
providing tailored services to
specific application scenarios. It
also integrates state-of-the-art Al
and physical forecasting models
with monitoring technologies,
such as meteorological satellites,
to deliver more precise weather
forecasts, according to the CMA.

With targeted training and
capacity-building support provid-
ed by visiting Chinese scientists,
Ethiopian meteorological profes-
sionals are now capable of operat-
ing the system to issue real-time
alerts against weather hazards like
droughts and flash floods. — Xinhua
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Animated feature grounds legendary immortals
in humanity, winning wide audiences

Analysis

BEIJING — A beloved Chinese legend is
captivating a new generation of moviegoers.
Animated feature “All Wishes Come True!”
has become one of this summer’s biggest hits,
reimagining the ancient Taoist myth of the
Eight Immortals through an original coming-
of-age adventure.

Rooted in the classic Taoist tale of the
Eight Immortals crossing the sea, the film
departs from tradition. Rather than depicting
all-powerful deities, it envisions them as
ordinary mortals before their ascension. In the
reimagined Penglai fairyland, celestial beings
are assigned temples, ranked by incense
offerings, and evaluated by KPIs.

The narrative ignites when the mortal
world faces impending catastrophe. Lyu
Dongbin journeys to Penglai, where eight
unlikely companions are united by a scheme
to impersonate immortals and infiltrate a
treasure vault.

Far from their celebrated folklore
counterparts, these protagonists are portrayed
with imperfections. Yet, confronted by chaos
and innocent lives in peril, they gradually
elevate justice over self-interest, ultimately
saving the populace and earning their
immortality.

Director and  screenwriter ~ Mou
Zhengyang explained that redefining these
figures as youthful, imperfect mortals rather
than omnipotent gods was a deliberate choice
to forge a deeper emotional connection with
audiences.

He believes true immortality in the film
stems not from supernatural powers, but from

inner transformation, personal growth, and
the awakening of responsibility.

Such a subversive narrative has resonated
profoundly with domestic viewers. The film
grossed 400 million yuan within five days of
release on July 18 and secured an opening score
of 8.3 out of 10 on the review platform Douban.
By yesterday morning, the film brought in 668
million yuan in box office revenue, according
to film data platform Maoyan.

This subversive take has also sparked lively
discussions online. On Douban, a netizen under
the username “Zhipang” drew a compelling
parallel to the Marvel Cinematic Universe,
noting that the film’s mythological world is as
expansive as the Avengers’ franchise.

Song Lei from the China Animation
Comic Game Group praised the film’s modern
innovation. By reimagining Penglai as a
workplace bureaucracy, the story transforms
a timeless legend into a light comedy
about treasure hunting and self-discovery,
lending ancient folklore fresh contemporary
resonance, he said.

Market data reveals that the film has
performed exceptionally well in smaller cities
and counties, and its demographic profile is
remarkably comprehensive.

Weng Yang, an associate professor at
Beijing Film Academy, attributed this broad
appeal to the film’s innovative cross-border
marketing. She noted that offering blind boxes
during ticket purchases and showcasing local
intangible cultural heritage crafts successfully
achieved a cultural crossover.

Visually, the feature seamlessly blends
authentic Eastern aesthetics with modern
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A guide briefs primary students on the nation’s revolutionary history at an ancestral hall in Zhongfu
Village of Changting County, Fujian Province, on Friday. In 1934, a Red Army troop set out on the
Long March from Zhongfu Village of Changting County. Today, its revolutionary heritage continues to
attract visitors and study groups. The village has also integrated heritage preservation with tourism

and local industries, injecting new vitality into rural revitalization.

Central govt sends work team to
guide relief efforts following flash
flood in Gansu

BEIJING — The office of the State Flood
Control and Drought Relief Headquarters
and the Ministry of Emergency Management
(MEM) dispatched a work team to Gansu
Province yesterday to guide local relief
efforts after a flash flood caused casualties.

The headquarters has activated a Level-
IV flood prevention emergency response for
the province, the MEM said.

The flash flood, triggered by sudden
heavy rainfall, hit a scenic area in Weiyuan
County, Dingxi City, yesterday afternoon,

- Xinhua

leaving 10 people dead and 23 injured as of
6:00 p.m.

Some tourists were camping in the
scenic area and were trapped after the flood
burst out, local authorities said.

A total of 305 rescue personnel with 68
vehicles from the national comprehensive
fire and rescue teams are conducting rescue
operations at the site, according to the MEM.

The Chinese mainland has a four-tier
emergency response system, with level I
being the most severe response.  — Xinhua

animation technology. Producer Cao Linlin
noted that the crew conducted extensive
field research across cultural landmarks
nationwide, including Shanxi’s Yongle Palace
and Sichuan’s Qingcheng Mountain.

The animation incorporates ancient mural-
inspired fish-drawn chariots, and draws color
palettes from traditional Chinese New Year
paintings and folk art to showcase the unique
charm of Chinese culture to global audiences.

Additionally, abundant local cultural cues
embedded in the film highlight its Sichuan
origins. As the birthplace of the film, Chengdu
Hi-tech Industrial Development Zone is a
leading hub for China’s digital cultural and
creative industries. It is also the cradle of
global hits like the Ne Zha film franchise and
the Honor of Kings game, now hosting over
6,000 digital cultural enterprises.

Scaling up to the provincial Ievel,
Sichuan’s core digital cultural and creative
industry revenue reached 413.97 billion yuan
in 2025. Cementing its position in the national
first tier, the province has formed a multi-track
industrial landscape spanning Chinese-style
animation, gaming and esports, and creative
design.

Experts argue that Sichuan’s support for
the audiovisual industry goes far beyond
hosting projects and producing content,
fostering a profound integration between
urban culture and the creative industries.

Industry insiders attribute the film’s
success to the maturation of China’s animation
sector. Fueled by a decade of folklore-themed
hits, the domestic market and original
cultural IP system have grown increasingly

P A ]

i

9

v

Al \Vishes Come True
7H I8 TT B 7=kt
I S A

FHIAIT-16 1 4188 5 WS E i com

Poster courtesy of Sichuan TV/allwishesfan.com

sophisticated.

Scheduled for an August overseas rollout,
the film will screen in Australia, New Zealand,
North America, the UK, and several other
European countries.

Mou asserts that technology is no longer a
barrier for Chinese animation. The gap between
Chinese and Western animation has evolved
into a distinction in cultural expression.

“We share similar narrative logic but
possess unique cultural expressions,” he
noted. “Only local creators can tell authentic
Chinese stories well.” — AFP

China starts building commercial
space debris monitoring
constellation

Analysis

BEIJING — China has begun deploying
its first commercial constellation dedicated
to space debris monitoring, a 120-satellite
network that aims for round-the-clock all-
orbit target detection.

The first satellite of the Gande Constellation
lifted off on Friday aboard a Lijian-1
commercial rocket from northwest China.

The successful launch fills a gap in China’s
commercial space-based debris monitoring
capabilities and marks “a key step in space
traffic management,” according to Fan Wei,
chief engineer of the constellation.

Developed by ATmoto Technology, a
Beijing-based private aerospace company, the
constellation is planned in three phases, with
full deployment targeted before 2030.

The first phase, designated LX630,
will consist of 14 satellites. Jointly built by
Liangxi Aerospace Technology Group in
east China’s Wuxi and ATmoto Technology,
these satellites are designed to support
comprehensive monitoring and cataloging of
targets across low, medium and high orbits.

The developers highlighted that the first
satellite is equipped with an onboard artificial
intelligence-aided computer, which enables
the satellite to flexibly carry out routine
surveillance, emergency response and rapid
tracking missions, without frequent ground
intervention.

It also features orbital transfer capability,
allowing it to conduct close-range observation
and other sophisticated in-orbit operations,
the developer added.

As the number of rocket launches, planetary
missions and satellite activities continues to
grow, so does the junkyard in space.

Last year, China’s Shenzhou-20 crewed
spaceship experienced an extended stay at
the Tiangong space station due to its return
capsule viewport window having suffered an
impact from space debris during its mission.

In 2024, meanwhile, the Shenzhou-17
crew carried out two spacewalks to repair the
core module’s solar wings, which had also
been damaged by orbital debris.

According to media reports, the number of
space debris pieces larger than one centimeter,
which is big enough to pose a potential threat
to spacecraft, was estimated to have surpassed
one million. These fragments are hurtling at
a speed of approximately 7.9 km per second,
carrying immense kinetic energy upon impact.

While scientists are working to enhance
spacecraft shielding against debris strikes,
they are also stepping up monitoring efforts,
and the planned Gande Constellation is the
latest such endeavor.

Interestingly, the constellation shares its
name with Gande, a Chinese astronomer from
the Warring States period (475-221 BC), who
is credited with some of the earliest known
star catalogs.

Its developer has noted that the second
phase of the project will add 36 satellites
equipped with high-resolution imaging and
electromagnetic environment sensors, while
the third phase will add 70 Al-enabled satellites
for object recognition, behavioral analysis and
autonomous decision-making. — Xinhua
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Baby monkey Punch celebrates 1* birthday

Caroline Gardin

ICHIKAWA, Japan — Punch,
a plush-clutching Japanese baby
monkey that has become a global
online sensation, celebrated his first
birthday yesterday as his zoo is flooded
with fan letters from around the world.

Abandoned by his mother and
spurned by some peers, the young
macaque shot to stardom after he was
seen clinging to a plush orangutan
toy from IKEA for comfort at
Ichikawa City Zoo outside Tokyo.

In February, the zoo started
releasing social media video posts
about Punch’s clumsy efforts
to join his troop, spawning a
dedicated fanbase under the hashtag
#HangInTherePunch.

He is growing well, in good
health and is now playing with
others, zoo official Takashi
Yasunaga told AFP on Friday.

“He is less and less turning to the
orangutan doll. He is communicating
with other animals and playing with
other baby monkeys,” he said.

“He is building his position as a
member of the group.”

The zoo, which previously saw
at most a few hundred visitors a day,
became a hotspot for thousands of
local and international fans.

The facility has also been
inundated with calls and emails -
some praising its efforts but many
others criticising how Punch is kept.

Ahead of yesterday, some 2,500
birthday cards from around the
world were put on display.
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A visitor stands in front of a wall birthday messages for the almost one-year-old male
Japanese macaque monkey named ‘Punch’, who was abandoned by his mother shortly

after birth, at Ichikawa City Zoo and Botanical Gardens in Ichikawa on Friday.

“Punch was all over TikTok.
Videos just kept coming up. He’s
just so cute. And my girlfriend loves
him. I love him,” American tourist
Sarren Eilers said on Friday.

“I’ve seen him on videos, I
figured, gotta come see him in
person. You know?”

Punch’s celebrity at times drew
the wrong kind of attention, with
American YouTubers breaking into
the monkey enclosure in May and
an unidentified person aiming a laser
pointer at the animals last month.

Meanwhile, the zoo has used
Punch’s celebrity to solicit donations,
raising 58 million yen (US$350,000)
by mid-July, which paid for a new
air-conditioning system.

- AFP

“Thanks to Punch’s popularity,
the entire group (of monkeys) and
the entire zoo have benefitted from
improved conditions,” Yasunaga said.

Punch now spends his day
resting under the shade, becoming
more active in the cooler, early
evening hours.

Local fan Junko Hara, 38, said
Punch is “very strong and resilient”.

“He just doesn’t get discouraged.
I support that resilience of his and
watching him really cheers me up
too,” Hara told AFP.

Another fan, 66-year-old Yukie
Mibayashi, said, “People all around
the world are supporting Punch,
so I want to tell him, ‘Everyone’s
watching you. Keep going!”” — AFP

Italian embassy, teen apologise after
viral Bangkok train dispute

BANGKOK - A viral video of
a Thai woman confronting a group
of noisy Italian teenagers who
exchange vulgar words and gestures
on a Bangkok train prompted online
backlash and an apology from
Italy’s embassy on Saturday.

The TikTok video, posted on
Friday, was shared more than 28,000
times with the caption: “What
nationality are they?? Is it time for
Thailand to stop free visas yet?”

In the clip, a Thai woman off-
camera is heard repeatedly telling
the Italian group to be quiet.

“In Thailand, we don’t scream,”
she says, before a woman from the
group replies: “Sorry for bringing
money to your country.”

One boy was filmed waving and
then gesturing to the camera with
only his middle finger raised.

The dispute escalated as the
Thai woman accused the Italians of
having “no manners” - and then also

used vulgar language and gestures.

The incident has divided
opinion online, with some internet
users criticising the teenagers for
impropriety and disrespecting local
customs, while others said the Thai
woman reacted too harshly.

The Italian Embassy in Bangkok
said it condemned the “inappropriate
behaviour of a group of Italian
underage tourists” on a school trip
and apologised “to the people of
Thailand and to everyone affected”.

“Italians  deeply understand
and appreciate the values that
Thai society places on respect for
others, courtesy, and harmonious
coexistence,” the embassy said in a
statement posted on Facebook.

The embassy also shared a
video featuring three adults, who
identified themselves as “leaders” of
the Italian group, and the boy filmed
raising his middle finger, with each
apologising to Thai people.

One woman said the teen would
be “returning to Italy as soon as
possible” on account of his behaviour.

The TikTok user who posted the
video did not immediately respond
to AFP’s request for comment.

Thailand cut the length of visa-
free stays for tourists in May as part
of efforts to curb crimes committed
by foreign nationals.

The move followed a series of
high-profile arrests of foreigners
over drug offences, sex trafficking,
public indecency and operating
unlicensed businesses.

Thailand’s economy relies heavily
on tourism, but foreign arrivals have
yet to return to pre-COVID-19 levels.

Total tourist arrivals dropped
more than three percent in the first
half of this year compared to the
same period in 2025, with visitors
from Italy down around 9.6 percent,
according to the latest tourism
ministry figures. — AFP

Myanmar’s education ministry bans mobile
phone use during school hours

YANGON - Myanmar’s
Ministry of Education has banned
students at basic education schools
from using mobile phones during
school hours, the state-owned daily
The Global New Light of Myanmar
reported yesterday.

The ministry said the ban aims

to prevent excessive mobile phone
use and protect students from the
harmful effects of using social media
platforms that are inappropriate for
their age, the report said.

It has issued guidelines for schools
to ensure that students use mobile
phones and online platforms safely and

effectively as educational tools, it said.
In addition, the ministry will
work with relevant ministries and
organizations to conduct awareness
programs for parents, teachers and
students, as well as digital safety
education initiatives, it added.
— Xinhua
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Ancient monastery in Thailand added
to UNESCO heritage list

BANGKOK — A centuries-old
monastery insouthern Thailand is the
country’s latest cultural landmark to
be inscribed on UNESCO’s World
Heritage List, which will aid in the
site’s conservation, the government
said yesterday.

Wat Phra Mabhathat
Woramahawihan in Nakhon Si
Thammarat province is Thailand’s
ninth World Heritage site, but
its first in the nation’s southern
region, the Thai foreign ministry
said in a statement.

“Its inscription will further
strengthen cooperation at both
the national and local levels in
the conservation, protection and
sustainable management of the World
Heritage Site,” the ministry said.

Officials and monks marked
the recognition by UNESCO at
the monastery on Saturday by
chanting blessings and banging a
gong, local media reported.

Also known as the Phra
Mahathat monastery, the site has
“served as a major regional Buddhist
centre since its founding in the 8®
century”, according to UNESCO,
the United Nations’ cultural agency.

The temple property includes
towering grey stupas, a massive
reclining Buddha statue, and rows

of standing and seated gilded
Buddha monuments, as well as
various ornate representations of
guardian deities.

Located in peninsular Thailand
between the Pacific and Indian
oceans, the monastery was influenced
by diverse religions and architectural
styles including Brahmanism,
Hinduism, Mahayana Buddhism
and Theravada Buddhism from parts
of India, Sri Lanka and Myanmar,
UNESCO said on its website.

“These influences have been
integrated into its religious
buildings, rituals and cultural
traditions,” the agency added.

UNESCO heritage listings
are thought to boost countries’
tourism, a key economic sector for
Thailand which has yet to return to
pre-COVID-19 visitor levels.

Total tourist arrivals dropped
more than three percent in the first
half of this year compared to the
same period in 2025, according to
the latest tourism ministry figures.

The Historic City of Ayutthaya,
the Thungyai-Huai Kha Khaeng
Wildlife Sanctuaries, and the
Ancient Town of Si Thep and its
Associated Dvaravati Monuments
are among Thailand’s eight other
UNESCO heritage sites. —AFP

Indonesia arrests ex-prosecutor after
seizing US$19 million and gold

JAKARTA - Indonesian
authorities arrested a former anti-
graft prosecutor after secizing
millions of dollars and more than
70 kilograms of gold bars from
his home and other properties, an
official said on Friday.

Southeast  Asia’s  biggest
economy has long struggled with
corruption and has arrested scores
of public officials in recent years.

Febrie  Adriansyah stands
accused of money laundering while
serving as the country’s top anti-
corruption prosecutor, Assistant
Attorney General for Oversight Rudi
Margono told reporters late Friday.

Febrie stepped down on July
11 after serving in the role for

more than four years, following
the raids on properties, including
his house outside Jakarta.

Investigators seized US$19
million in various currencies and
74 kilograms of gold bars worth
millions more.

After hours of questioning,
Febrie denied any wrongdoing late
Friday and said he was a victim of
“criminalisation” in comments to
local TV.

His lawyer Febri Diansyah
said his client hoped that “the
legal process can proceed fairly.”

The investigation against Febrie
was started by police, then handed
over to anti-corruption specialists
in his former office. —AFP

Philippines veteran of the Korean War Rodrigo Cruz Erenio listens to a guide
during a visit to the Korean War Memorial in Seoul yesterday.

Seventy-four participants from 21 countries, including 13 UN Korean War
veterans and bereaved family members are visiting Seoul as part of the Revisit

Korea Programme for UN Korean War Veterans.

- AFP
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Killer whales: orcas blow
fish to bits ‘for fun/,
study finds

SYDNEY — A group of killer
whales have been documented
blowing a sunfish to bits in an
unusual  underwater  escapade
offering never-before-seen insights
into orca behaviour, according to
research released Thursday.

Video released by the US-
based NGO Beneath The Waves
shows one orca holding the tail
of a sunfish, with its fellow whale
then charging with full force into
the rotund mola, which explodes
into pieces.

The sunfish is already dead
— this isn’t an elaborate murder
ritual.

Instead, it might be an attempt
to turn the fish into smaller bite-
sized chunks, researcher Kathryn
Ayres said.

“Or it could also just be for
fun. Orcas are known for playing
with their food,” she explained.

“Orcas often tear apart prey
and share it with other members
of the group, including calves and
juveniles.”

The antics were documented
on two occasions in 2024 and
2025 off the Gulf of California,
according to the research
published in the peer-reviewed
Frontiers in Ethology.

Mark Peter Simmonds, director
of science at OceanCare, likened
it to “human formal meals where
socialising as well as nutrition are
in play”.

“Perhaps it is similar to the
time when the lead human at a

formal meal would carve up the
roast,” he told AFP.

Killer whales are highly
intelligent apex predators and have
been known to play with their prey
and deploy sophisticated tactics to
ensnare them.

They have been documented
engaging in “wave washing” —
cooperating to create choppy
waters that knock seals off sheets
of ice so they can be more easily
captured and eaten.

They have also been seen
wearing dead salmon as hats for
reasons that remain a mystery.

And they use tools —research last
year showed a critically endangered
population of orcas in the Salish Sea
breaking off pieces of seaweed to
rub and groom each other.

“It just really shows us how
intelligent orca are,” Rebecca
Wellard, a scientist at Western
Australia’s Curtin University who
was not involved in the research,
told AFP.

“I think T hope that gives
people more respect for complex
creatures that are great predators
in their environment.”

The hapless sunfish can
weigh up to 2,000 kilograms and
is distinct for both its size and
peculiar shape featuring a flattened
body and fins.

They don’t commonly explode,
the research points out.

“They’re a heavy, bony fish, so
it must be some severe ramming,”
Wellard said. —AFP
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A roadside clothes vendor sets up his stall in Karachi, Pakistan yesterday. - AFP

ASIA

Modi to reform exam system, as
education minister resigns

NEW DELHI - India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced
yesterday a special task force to
reform the country’s exam system,
a day after his administration’s
education minister resigned.

The social media-driven
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) had
drawn thousands of demonstrators,
mainly students, to the capital’s
Jantar Mantar site in New Delhi,
forming one of India’s largest anti-
government protests in recent years.

Modi said in a video posted to X
his administration “decided to set up
a high-powered task force” led by
Nandan Nilekani — the co-founder
of India’s IT giant Infosys — “which
will focus on examination reform”.

Weeks of protests over exam
irregularities and other issues affecting
young Indians culminated on Saturday
with the resignation of the education
minister and the government accepting
other key demands.

Yesterday, dozens of municipal
workers were washing the pavements
along the road leading to the site,

Students celebrate the resignation of India’s Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, in Amritsar on Saturday amid an ongoing protest by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) at New Delhi’s jantar Mantar over alleged NEET examination
irregularities.
Pradhan resigned on Saturday after mass youth-led protests demanded his ouster in

anger over a string of irregularities in potentially life-changing exams.

where activists had camped for weeks
and where just hours earlier the crowd
sang protest songs, chanted slogans
and painted acerbic graffiti.

“Our  examination  system
must be reliable. Our examination
system must be transparent. Our

- AFP

examination system must make
maximum use of technology,” Modi
added in the video statement.

Modi said the government “will
work to ensure the credibility of
upcoming examinations as quickly
as possible.” —AFP

2 dead in fireworks factory blast in S India

NEW DELHI — At least two
people died and several others were
injured when a massive blast occurred
in a fireworks-making unit in India’s
southern state of Tamil Nadu yesterday,
confirmed a local official.

The blast was reported from the

state’s Virudhnagar area. Those injured
were admitted to a local hospital.

All the victims were factory
workers.

According to the latest reports,
rescue and relief work was being
carried out to find if there were any

people trapped inside the unit.

The fireworks factory was
being illegally operated, said the
local official. An investigation was
underway to ascertain the validity
of licences or official permissions
with the factory owner.  — Xinhua

Australian pub manager’s licence revoked
after patron’s boozy binge

SYDNEY — The manager of
a pub in Australia has had his
licence to sell revoked after a patron
consumed 21 drinks in five hours
and collapsed in the street.

New South Wales state’s alcohol
licensing said this week the man entered
the Gladstone Hotel in Stockton just
after midday on March 23, 2024.

He proceeded to drink 19 beers, a
shot of tequila and another of Cointreau,
growing progressively more intoxicated
over the course of the afternoon.

The man was seen “stumbling into
furniture” and “being overly friendly
with other patrons”, before leaving the
pub “unable to stand or walk steadily”.

CCTV footageshared by the state’s

hospitality and tourism department
showed the man collapsing on the
street and being helped by a passerby
following the marathon session.

He was then reportedly helped
into a car.

Authorities found the pub manager
had failed in his responsibility to
prevent intoxication on the premises
— and even egged on the man by
bringing him a fresh beer before he
had finished the previous one.

“This patron displayed multiple
signs of intoxication that should have
been identified and acted upon by staff
well before the patron reached such a
dangerous state,” Liquor and Gaming
NSW Executive Director Regulatory

Operations Dimitri Argeres said.

Bar manager Mark Keegan
insisted that the patron had seemed
fine, except for a “slight stumble”.

It is the second time the pub
has been sanctioned for excessive
drinking on its premises — in 2024
the manager’s wife was banned
after the same patron drank 22 beers
and a shot in one sitting.

Beer consumption in Australia
has declined in the past five decades,
but for many the drink remains an
important part of the culture.

Official figures show drinkers in
Australia downed an estimated 82
litres of beer per person in the 2019-
20 financial year. —AFP

Gas facility fire worsens Bangladesh energy crunch

DHAKA —Chronic gas shortages
in Bangladesh, already compounded
by the Middle East war, have
worsened after an industrial accident
disrupted supplies, affecting homes,
businesses and key sectors such as
the textile industry.

Jubaida Anjum Saba, an NGO
worker in the capital Dhaka who
cooks for her extended family of 10
people, told AFP that “we haven’t
been getting cooking gas since
Wednesday™.

That has left her “switching
from one option to another, like

sometimes using an induction stove,
and at other times the clay oven”
which she bought a few years ago
for special occasions but now has to
arrange firewood to use, she said.

Bangladesh has long grappled
with an energy crisis, but the US-
Iran conflict since February has
exacerbated it, dealing a major
blow to the South Asian country’s
economy.

And on Wednesday, things took
a turn for the worse when a fire hit
one of Bangladesh’s two storage and
regasification units in Moheshkhali.

Long queues have returned
at the pump, with a popular ride-
hailing app, Obhai, saying it has
been receiving complaints from
drivers of gas-run auto-rickshaws
about the time it takes to refill.

The interruption is also likely to
hit electricity generation, which is
largely dependent on gas.

Md Rafiqul Islam of state-run
energy firm Petrobangla told AFP
they were “not sure” when gas
supplies would return to normal.

Bangladesh currently imports about
30 percent of its natural gas needs.

According to  Petrobangla
sources, total gas demand is around
3.8 billion cubic feet per day, while
daily supply had stood at 2.7 billion
cubic feet since last year.

Following this week’s accident,
supply has fallen further to 2.15
billion cubic feet a day.

Factories, especially the
country’s flagship export sector of
readymade garment manufacturing,
appear to be among the biggest
losers from the ongoing crisis.

“Dozens of factories are sitting
idle for want of gas,” Mohammad

Hatem, president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear ~ Manufacturers  and
Exporters Association, told AFP.

Factory owners say they mostly
depend on captive electricity
generation, as the grid electricity
they receive is often of poor quality,
with voltage fluctuations frequently
damaging machinery.

“For the last 10 days, the captive
power plants have been almost idle,
and the impact will be disastrous,”
delaying shipments and denting
profits, Hatem said.

—AFP
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Iran says halts Middle East
attacks as US holds fire

<™ g

This screen grab made yesterday from undated handout video footage released by the US Central Command

(CENTCOM) on Saturday shows what CENTCOM says are operations enforcing its naval blockade against Iran.

TEHRAN - Iran said yesterday it has halted
retaliatory attacks against US allies in the Middle
East after Washington stopped its strikes on the
country for the past two nights.

The Iranian declaration came after Washington
paused a war nearing its fifth month and reports
emerged that concerns over dwindling munitions
were restraining plans for further escalation.

“These attacks continued until two nights
ago, but over the past two nights the Americans
have stopped their attacks,” army spokesman
Mohammad Akraminia said yesterday.

“Since... our strategy has essentially been
retaliatory, we have also halted our retaliatory
operations.”

Fighting over the strategic Strait of Hormuz
derailed diplomatic efforts between Washington
and Tehran, but the conflict then expanded beyond
the vital energy corridor to include attacks on US
bases, regional shipping and Gulf allies.

But the recent lull has revived hopes of a
return to negotiations after nearly two weeks of
consecutive nightly US bombardments, although
US media reported the pause could also reflect
pressure on stockpiles of Patriot interceptors and
other defensive weapons.

Meanwhile, US operations against Iran were
“on a hold”, CNN reported, quoting an unidentified
Pentagon source, even as US President Donald
Trump threatened a “much higher level” of strikes
on Friday.

Plans to escalate the campaign have been
shelved in part because of those shrinking supplies,
The New York Times reported, citing two people
briefed on the matter.

Trump also faces the risk of a wider Middle
East war, the estrangement of vulnerable Gulf
allies and further shocks to the global economy,
the newspaper said.

Vice President JD Vance and top US general
Dan Caine both raised concerns about escalation at
a White House meeting on Friday, CNN reported.

Caine told Trump the military could carry
out the options available to him successfully but
warned of the possible implications, according to
the network.

Iran’s army however warned yesterday that the
war would widen even further if the US chose to
restart its attacks, ahead of a visit by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to Washington
tomorrow.

‘Much higher level’
Trump said on Friday he had not decided

- AFP

whether to return to an all-out operation.

“We’re talking to them right now. I think
they’re getting more and more serious,” he told
journalists.

Trump said Iran faced a choice between a deal
and strikes at a “much higher level”.

The war that Trump once predicted would last
four or five weeks is now nearing its fifth month,
and is weighing on the Republican’s approval
ratings ahead of crucial US midterm elections in
November.

The Pentagon had presented Trump with a
plan for a 14th night of strikes but he declined to
authorise it in favour of a push for talks, Axios
reported.

Yesterday, locals in Iranian capital Tehran
carried on with a normal morning, dealing with
heavy traffic jams on their way to work, an AFP
journalist said.

Shops and restaurants were open as usual as the
city suffered a heatwave.

New front

Fighting has meanwhile spread to a new
front.

Iran-backed Houthi rebels yesterday said
they downed a Saudi drone over the northwest of
Yemen, a day after the Yemeni group claimed it
attacked oil facilities in the Gulf kingdom.

A day ecarlier, the Houthis had said they struck
Saudi Aramco sites in Jizan and Yanbu, after
Riyadh bombed Houthi targets on Friday.

A surface-to-air battery operated by Greek
personnel in Saudi Arabia downed two ballistic
missiles and a drone over Yanbu, the Greek air
force media office said.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Iran
could not be blamed for the escalation and offered
to broker talks between the Houthis and Riyadh,
saying “there is no military solution”.

Yesterday, Iran’s armed forces stopped six
vessels attempting to transit the Hormuz strait over
the past 24 hours after warnings, according to state
television.

Tehran’s effective blockade of the waterway
remains the central flashpoint with Washington.

Iran said yesterday it had made progress in talks
with neighbouring Oman on “common principles
and operational mechanisms” for shipping in the
Strait.

In June, Oman and Iran said they would discuss
imposing service fees, a move Washington opposes,
but Muscat also said ships could transit Hormuz
via its waters, angering Tehran. —AFP

Palestinians say Israeli settlers
torch 2 mosques in West Bank

QUSRA — Palestinian officials said
Israeli settlers set fire to two mosques
in the occupied West Bank overnight
yesterday, after last week’s deadly
clashes in the territory left six people
dead.

Violence in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank has surged since the Gaza
war began with Hamas’s October 7,
2023 attack on Israel.

Abdel Azim Wadi, mayor of the
town of Qusra, south of the city of
Nablus, told AFP that settlers torched
a mosque under construction in the
southern part of the town.

“The fire destroyed the mosque’s

entrance and even damaged its
stonework,” Wadi said.
He added that the attackers

spray-painted Hebrew graffiti on the
mosque’s walls, including the word
“revenge”.

The Israeli military said troops
were dispatched to the outskirts of
Qusra after receiving a report that a
mosque had been set ablaze.

“The soldiers searched for suspects
who had fled prior to their arrival and
identified signs of arson and graffiti at
the scene,” it said, adding that Israeli
police would investigate and collect
evidence.

In a separate incident, Israeli
settlers set fire to a mosque in the
village of Kour, near Tulkarem, and
sprayed racist slogans on its walls,
according to the Palestinian ministry of

endowments and religious affairs.

The ministry said that “groups of
settlers burned a mosque in the village
of Kour in Tulkarem governorate and
wrote racist slogans on its walls”.

On Friday, deadly clashes broke
out between Israeli settlers and
Palestinians in the village of Tell that
left four Palestinians and two Israelis
dead.

The Israeli military subsequently
raided the city of Nablus and several
nearby towns, announcing the arrest of
dozens of Palestinians as it launched
what it described as a “counter-
terrorism” operation in the West Bank.

On Saturday, the city had largely
ground to a halt, with long queues of
vehicles forming at petrol stations
as fuel supplies dwindled, an AFP
journalist reported.

Since the start of the Gaza war,
at least 1,097 Palestinians, including
militants, have been killed by Israeli
troops or settlers, according to
Palestinian figures.

Official Israeli data show that at
least 48 Israelis, both civilians and
members of the security forces, have
been killed in attacks by Palestinians
or during Israeli military operations.

Excluding annexed east Jerusalem,
around three million Palestinians live
in the West Bank alongside more than
500,000 Israelis residing in settlements
that are illegal under international law.

— AFP

Syria reports fresh Israeli
incursion, shelling in south

DAMASCUS — Syrian state
media said Israeli forces carried out
an incursion into the country’s south
yesterday, a day after the visiting UN
chief urged an end to Israeli violations
and respect for Syria’s sovereignty.

State news agency SANA said
that “Israeli occupation forces carried
out an incursion early Sunday into the
villages of Maariya and Al-Aarda in
the Yarmuk basin in the west of Daraa
province”.

It said the soldiers, accompanied by
three military vehicles and a bulldozer,
set up a checkpoint in Al-Aarda, and
that forces “dropped leaflets in towns
in the Yarmuk basin warning residents
against closing roads or obstructing the
advance of the vehicles”.

After the December 2024
overthrow of longtime ruler Bashar
al-Assad, Israel sent troops into the
UN-patrolled buffer zone that had
separated Israeli and Syrian forces on
the Israeli-occupied Golan since 1974.

It has carried out strikes and
repeated incursions deeper into Syrian
territory.

Israeli officials have said they
intend to keep forces in a “security
zone” in southern Syria, where they
seek a broader demilitarised zone.

Also yesterday, SANA said
Israeli forces fired artillery shells at
farmland near the Quneitra province
village of Taranja, without reporting
casualties.

Visiting UN chief Antonio Guterres
on Saturday said that “violations of
Syria’s sovereignty and territorial

integrity are unacceptable and must
cease.”

“What is happening in the region
around the Golan Heights is totally
unacceptable,” he said, emphasising
that “the Golan Heights are Syrian
territory.”

During a meeting with Syrian
President ~Ahmed al-Sharaa on
Saturday, Guterres reaffirmed the UN’s
“commitment to Syria’s sovereignty,
independence, unity and territorial
integrity, and expressed deep concern
regarding violations by Israel” of the
1974 disengagement agreement, a UN
statement said.

Israel captured most of the Golan
from Syria in the 1967 Arab-Israeli
War and later annexed the areas under
its control, in a move not recognised by
most of the international community.

Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani
said Saturday that “the continuation of
Israeli military actions and the unlawful
occupation of our land beyond the 1974
line is a direct threat to the security of
the region”, demanding an “immediate
and unconditional withdrawal”.

Last month in the Yarmuk Basin
area, state media and a local official
said residents of the village of Abidin
fled Israeli artillery fire after locals
tried to block a road to stop an Israeli
patrol that was advancing in the area.

Despite tensions between the
neighbours, Israel and Syria’s new
authorities have held several rounds of
direct talks and have agreed to establish
an intelligence-sharing mechanism.

— AFP
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Berlin Pride attack suspect
is IS supporter: media

Mourners place little “Berlin bear” soft toys next to flowers yesterday in front of
the German capital’s landmark Brandenburg Gate prior to a so-called “community
mourning” on the day after the car ramming attack on people on the outskirts

of Berlin’s Christopher Street Day (CSD) parade on Saturday night (local time),
killing one person and injuring 16 in the Tiergarten (“Animal Garden”) park. - AFP

BERLIN — The chief suspect
in a deadly attack near Berlin’s
Pride parade on Saturday night is a
supporter of the Islamic State (IS)
terror group and was previously
convicted for related offences,
German media reported yesterday.

The 21-year-old man named
by police as Abdul B. last year
travelled to the Middle East in a
failed attempt to join IS, according
to German media reports.

This May, he was convicted in
Germany of “preparing a serious
act of subversive violence,” the
papers report, but according to
Der Spiegel magazine he received
a suspended sentence.

According to Bild, he was
arrested in Lebanon while attempting

to join IS and sent back to Germany
as he is a German citizen.

Der Spiegel (“The Mirror”)
reported that a few weeks ago there
was a tip-off that Abdul B. had posted
a photo online posing with a weapon.

However, a search of his
apartment turned up only a toy
replica.

An AFP reporter saw yesterday
that police had been deployed
to the suspect’s alleged address,
around one kilometre south of the
scene of the attack.

Saturday’s attack left one
woman dead and sixteen people
injured, some seriously, and took
place just hundreds of metres from
the end of the Pride parade route.

— AFP

Netanyahu revels
in removal of ‘con job’
ICC prosecutor

WASHINGTON, DC -
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, the subject of an
ICC arrest warrant, yesterday
bashed former prosecutor Karim
Khan as a “con job,” following
his dismissal over allegations of
sexual misconduct.

Khan successfully pushed in
2024 for Netanyahu and other Israceli
officials to be charged with alleged
war crimes over the Gaza war.

The move, which sparked the ire
of Israel’s ally, the United States, has
complicated Netanyahu’s travels to
countries that are members of the
Hague-based International Criminal
Court (ICC).

Netanyahu, speaking on Fox
News’ “Sunday Morning Futures”
programme, claimed that Khan
filed the charges to distract from
his own alleged crimes.

“He thought, if there’s an
indictment, I’m going to have a job.
There was an indictment, and he lost
his job,” the Israeli premier joked.

“He lost his job because he
was removed by a vast majority
of nations who knew that he was
acon job.”

Khan, 56, was suspended last
month by a key governing body

of the ICC and has denied all
accusations of wrongdoing.

But in a vote on Friday at UN
headquarters in New York, 82
of 125 members voted by secret
ballot for him to be removed for
“serious misconduct and a serious
breach of duty.”

His lawyer said he plans to
challenge the decision “through all
available legal mechanisms.”

Netanyahu also took aim
at New York Mayor Zohran
Mamdani — who previously
expressed his desire to arrest the
Israeli premier if he visited the
city, but admitted this week he did
not have such authority.

Khan’s dismissal shows that
Mamdani was basing his pursuit
on “bogus charges,” Netanyahu
claimed, while also accusing
the mayor, who is Muslim, of
“fomenting hate” against Jews.

Netanyahu said he intends
to attend the United Nations
General Assembly in New York in
September.

“I intend to come and speak the
truth, speak for Israel and for the
Israeli-American alliance from the
podium of the United Nations,” he
said. —AFP
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D-Day beaches inscribed on
UNESCO World Heritage List

RENNES — UNESCO yesterday
added the iconic D-Day landing
beaches in Normandy to its
World Heritage List, marking the
culmination of a project launched
nearly two decades ago.

Stretching for more than 80
kilometres of France’s northwestern
coast, Allied forces landed on the
beaches on June 6, 1944 to fight a
decisive battle to liberate Europe
from Nazism and end World War II.

The nomination included the
five D-Day beaches known by their
code names: Utah, Omaha, Gold,
Juno, and Sword. A dwindling
number of veterans visit each year
and world leaders congregate there
on key anniversaries.

“This decision places a respon-

sibility upon us,” said Herve Morin,
president of the Normandy Region.

“It compels us to preserve this
property, to protect it, to cherish
it even more, and to promote its
value,” he added.

The D-Day landings join more than
50 French sites already inscribed on
the list, alongside the spectacular Mont
Saint Michel island in Normandy and
the Palace of Versailles.

Recognition of their “outstanding
universal value” brings international
renown and commits authorities to
work toward their preservation.

Greece meanwhile welcomed
the inclusion of Mount Olympus,
its highest mountain, a protected
nature reserve and, according to
Greek mythology, home to the gods

of antiquity, on UNESCQO’s list. The
mountain is also one of Europe’s
most biodiverse areas and home to
rare wildlife.

“From today, the mythical Mount
Olympus becomes a mountain
belonging to all of humanity,”
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
wrote on Facebook yesterday.

UNESCO also accorded World
Heritage status to 18 historic 18"
and 19®-century condominium-style
theatres in the Italian regions of Emilia
Romagna, Marche and Umbria.

Italian Culture Minister
Alessandro Giuli Rome noted
the decision to mark the theatres’
contribution to their regions’
cultural and social life “with pride
and satisfaction.” —AFP

Burnham vows to put ‘Britain’s interest
first’in Trump ties

LONDON - New UK Prime
Minister Andy Burnham has said he
may “take a different opinion” from
US President Donald Trump and will
“put Britain’s interest first” when
dealing with the American leader.

In excerpts released yesterday
of a BBC interview conducted on
Friday, Burnham said his first call
with Trump held just hours after he
replaced Keir Starmer in Downing
Street on Monday was “warm”.

“Obviously we will continue
to build the relationship as we
go forward” Burnham told the
broadcaster, in his first media
interview since taking power.

“It’s a changing world... and you
just have to obviously call things as
they develop.

“l can’t at any point say that
I won’t take a different opinion
from him, that I will need to voice
a different idea that is right for
Britain. And I will do that.”

Burnham, 56, a veteran figure
within centre-left ruling Labour who
was the mayor of Greater Manchester
in northern England for nine years
from 2017, twice declined to directly
answer whether he trusts Trump.

The UK’s new leader also insisted

UK Prime Minister Andy Burnham speaks to staff members while visiting the newly
opened “No 10 North” in Manchester, north-west England on Friday. Burnham
opened his newly created northern office on Friday, as he bids to launch his flagship
move to reverse decades of centralising power over England in at No.10 om central

London.

he would “of course” be willing to
call the US president out if needed.

“You have to defend your own
national interest before anything
else,” he said.

“That’s what you’re required to do
if you’re to do this job properly. I will
always put Britain’s interest first.”

Following last Monday’s phone
call, Trump said in a post on his
Truth Social platform that Burnham

- AFP

“has got a big job ahead of him, but
he will be able to do it”.

He pledged his country “will be
there to help”.

However, in remarks last month
the US leader had branded him
“extremely liberal”.

Trump had a sometimes
fractious relationship with Starmer,
which soured in particular over the
Iran conflict. —AFP

7" candidate, Uganda’s Olara Otunnu,
joins race to lead UN

UNITED NATIONS, New
York — The race to become the
next leader of the United Nations
on Saturday added a seventh
candidate: Uganda’s Olara Otunnu,
a former opposition presidential
candidate and onetime high-ranking
UN official.

The world body informed
member states of the candidacy of
the 75-year-old Otunnu, which was
presented by his home nation.

Otunnu served as UN under-
secretary general and special
representative for children and
armed conflict from 1997 to 2005
under then UN chief Kofi Annan.

He also served as Uganda’s UN

envoy, and as his country’s foreign
minister for a brief period.

Otunnu stood as the presidential
candidate for the opposition Uganda
People’s Congress in the 2011 election,
losing to longtime leader Yoweri
Museveni, in office since 1986.

Chile’s  Michelle  Bachelet,
Ecuador’s Maria Fernanda Espinosa,
Rafael Grossi of Argentina, Costa
Rican Rebeca Grynspan, Guyana’s
Carolyn  Rodrigues-Birkett and
Senegal’s Macky Sall are all in
the running to succeed outgoing
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
who leaves office on December 31.

The six candidates participated
in a televised debate on Thursday.

On July 30, the 15 members
of the UN Security Council are
due to hold their first closed-
door, anonymous vote on their
preferences among the candidates.

That first “straw poll” will be
followed by an unspecified number of
similar votes until one candidate can
secure the required nine votes without
aveto from any of the five permanent
members — the United States, Britain,
China, France and Russia.

The name of the selected
candidate will then be sent to the
General Assembly for formal
appointment to the position.

He or she will take office on
January 1, 2027. —AFP
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Brazilian right-wing party nominates Cuban president accuses US
Bolsonaro son to battle Lula

Facundo Fernandez Barrio

SAO PAULO - Brazil’s
right-wing Liberal Party (PL) on
Saturday formally nominated Flavio
Bolsonaro, a 45-year-old senator
and son of imprisoned ex-president
Jair Bolsonaro, as its candidate in
the October presidential election.

He is set to face off against
leftist incumbent Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva, 80, who is seeking a fourth
nonconsecutive term and has gained
momentum in recent weeks as the
younger Bolsonaro faced a series of
crises.

Far-right firebrand Jair
Bolsonaro anointed his eldest son
Flavio as his political heir after
being sentenced to 27 years in
prison for plotting a coup following
his 2022 election loss to Lula.

“I may be calmer, more cheerful,
more composed and more moderate,
but Bolsonaro blood flows here!”
Flavio, touching his arm, declared
to a cheering crowd in a Sao Paulo
warehouse.

He warned that Brazil — Latin
America’s largest country in
population, area and economy —
“could take giant strides toward a
dictatorship” if Lula wins reelection.

That alarmist rhetoric was
echoed by Argentina’s libertarian
President Javier Milei, who joined
the convention in person to lend
support to Flavio Bolsonaro.

“I firmly believe there is no one
else capable of putting an end to
the Lula risk hanging over Brazil,”
Milei said in a typically fiery
speech.

Wearing Brazilian national
team jerseys, which have become a
symbol of the Bolsonaro movement,
supporters beat drums and waved
flags inside a warehouse next to Sdo
Paulo’s Pacaembu Stadium.

“We would have liked our
candidate to be Jair Bolsonaro, but
today Flavio is the best choice,”
Fernando Moeno, a 50-year-old
retired military police officer
attending the convention, told AFP.

Flavio Bolsonaro teared up as he
referenced his father, who appeared
in an Al-generated video. Courts
have barred the ex-president from
making political statements while
he serves his sentence under house
arrest.

mEE

Brazil’s right-wing presidential hopeful Flavio Bolsonaro (left) waves with his wife
Fernanda Bolsonaro during the launch of his candidacy at a Liberal Party (PL)

convention in Sdo Paulo on Saturday.

Promising to crack down on
crime and inflation, Flavio was neck-
and-neck with Lula in the polls until
he was hit by a series of scandals:
ties to a disgraced banker, a family
feud, and new tariffs imposed by ally
US President Donald Trump.

Pollster Datafolha published a
survey on Friday showing that in
a runoff election, Lula would win
48 percent of votes to Flavio’s 43
percent.

A wave of scandals

Flavio’s troubles began in May
when an audio recording leaked of
him asking banker Daniel Vorcaro
— accused in a multi-million-US-
dollar fraud case — to finance a film
about his father.

Flavio initially denied any
contact with Vorcaro and told a
reporter that the accusation was “a
lie.” He now says their relationship
was limited to the movie.

On Thursday, a Supreme Court
justice ordered an investigation into

the financing of the film.
Then  Flavio’s  stepmother
Michelle Bolsonaro posted an

Instagram video saying he had
“disrespected me and mistreated
me...he said I didn’t understand
anything about politics.”

The former first lady is key to
the right-wing movement’s appeal
among Brazil’s large female and
evangelical electorate.

Flavio then read out a letter on
social media from Jair Bolsonaro

-AFP

urging unity — contravening the
terms of his father’s house arrest,
prompting a supreme court justice
to deny him visits with Jair until
after the first round of voting.

Last week, Flavio posted a
video apologizing to Michelle, who
quickly accepted the olive branch.

Tariff troubles

Flavio has cast himself as a
more moderate version of his father,
but is a hardliner on crime and last
week echoed the older Bolsonaro
in raising concerns about Brazil’s
electronic voting system.

A Brazilian diplomatic source
said on Saturday that visas had been
denied to US officials seeking talks
on election matters over concerns of
a “risk of political exploitation.”

But a US State Department
spokesperson said: “Any
insinuation of a ‘ploy’ to undermine
a democratic nation’s election is a
baseless lie.”

The senator has struggled to seal
alliances with Brazil’s influential
centrist bloc, with key parties
announcing they will remain neutral
in the October 4 election.

Flavio Bolsonaro has also
faced Dbacklash after Trump’s
administration imposed two new
rounds of tariffs on Brazil this month.

The Bolsonaro family had
backed earlier tariffs imposed in
retaliation for the trial of the former
president, prompting Lula to accuse
them of treason. —AFP

US to resume Mexican cattle imports
after yearlong halt

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
Department of Agriculture said on
Friday it will begin reopening cattle
ports along the Mexican border
next month, more than a year after
a dispute over combating a parasite.

US President Donald Trump’s
administration announced in May
2025 a halt on imports of live cattle,
horses and bison over its southern
border because of an outbreak of the
screwworm fly, whose flesh-eating
larvae can kill cattle.

Beginning on August 24, federal
officials will open the Douglas,

Arizona port of entry to cattle trade
and take steps to later reopen New
Mexican ports in Santa Teresa
and Columbus, according to a
government statement.

“Every animal entering the
United States through these ports
will undergo a full USDA inspection
to ensure it is free of any signs of
New World screwworm (NWS),”
the statement said.

The parasite has been present in
Mexico for years, but reappeared on
US soil in early June.

According to official US data, 42

cases of NWS have been recorded
since then.

The closest active case to
the Arizona port is about 325
miles away, and was detected on
Wednesday, the USDA said.

US Secretary of Agriculture
Brooke Rollins called the closure
of southern ports a “tough but
necessary  action” to  protect
American livestock.

The US successfully eradicated
NWS in 1966, and managed to
eliminate a resurgence in southern
Florida in 2017. — AFP

of seeking to seize island

CUBA - Cuban President
Miguel Diaz-Canel yesterday
denounced Washington’s pressure
campaign against his country as
a “genocidal policy,” accusing
the United States of seeking to
“appropriate” the island.

On top of a decades-long
embargo, the United States under
President Donald Trump has
drastically ramped up pressure in
recent months on its communist
southern neighbour, imposing an
effective oil blockade and biting
sanctions.

The campaign followed the US
military’s toppling of Venezuelan
president Nicolas Maduro in
January — removing a key ally of
Cuba’s leadership and a steady
supply of oil.

The measures have led to a
drastic decline in tourism, the
departure of numerous foreign
companies and a drying up of
foreign currency inflows.

The United States claims that
Cuba, an ally of Russia and China,
poses a security threat to the region
and violates the rights of its citizens.

The most recent US sanctions,
announced  Thursday, target
Cuba’s overseas medical missions
programme, one of the country’s
main sources of revenue.

“Cuba is today waging a

historic battle ... against the walls of

a genocidal policy whose objective
is to suffocate an entire people in
order to appropriate the country,”
the Cuban leader said from the
western province of Pinar del Rio.

Diaz-Canel was attending
celebrations marking the 73rd
anniversary of the 1953 attack on
the Moncada barracks led by Fidel
Castro, which is considered the
beginning of the Cuban Revolution.

“The blockade is a weapon
of war and it causes deaths,”
the president said, arguing that
Washington was seeking to
provoke, in Cuba and in other
countries, a “social explosion
with the sole aim of installing
governments aligned with its
imperial interests.”

The energy crisis on the island
of 9.4 million inhabitants has
caused several nationwide power
outages that have sometimes
lasted 30 hours in the capital and
several days in the provinces.

Faced with growing discontent
over the crisis, Diaz-Canel called
yesterday for “unity” and touted
the “implementation of economic
and social transformations.”

Cuba’s government in June
pushed through a batch of major
free-market reforms but has
repeatedly said its political model is
not up for discussion and vowed to
resist any military invasion. — AFP

Cuban President
Miguel Diaz-
Canel waves
the national flag
while delivering a
speech during the
73 anniversary
celebration of the
guerrilla assault
on the Moncada
Barracks, led by
Fidel Castro and
considered the
start of the Cuban
Revolution, in
Pinar del Rio,
Cuba, yesterday.
-AFP

Spanish PM says ‘difficult
hours’ ahead in battle
against wildfires

MADRID - Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez said
yesterday difficult hours lay
ahead in the fight against the
country’s wildfires, but officials
had seen positive developments
in controlling the blazes around
Madrid.

Around 75,000 people have
been displaced by fires around the
capital and near the eastern coastal
city of Valencia, with strong winds
risking spreading the wildfires
south.

“Difficult hours lie ahead
admittedly, but the update we
received here ... indicates that the
night was very positive regarding the
fire’s progression, its containment,
and the firefighting efforts,” Sanchez

told reporters on a visit to the Avila
area affected by fires.

Firefighting  planes from
Italy and Portugal have been
helping Spanish teams on the
ground battling to control the
blazes. Weather conditions have
complicated their efforts.

Around 60,000 people have
been displaced by the fires around
the capital, while another 15,000
have been evacuated from their
homes by another fire in Castellon
in Valencia region.

Nearly 250,000 people have
also been evacuated by fires in
southwest France, where the
government warned yesterday
that the situation remains very
unfavourable. —AFP
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Spurs beat Auckland FC
before record NZ crowd

Football

AUCKLAND, NZ - Strikers
Dane Scarlett and Richarlison
scored goals as an under-strength
Tottenham opened their pre-
season tour with an entertaining
2-0 win over A-League champions
Auckland FC yesterday.

Spurs coach Roberto De Zerbi
rested most of his top players as
the English Premier League side
dominated a match played in damp
conditions in front of a record
Eden Park crowd.

The 40,112 who packed into
New Zealand’s famed rugby ground
was the biggest to watch a men’s
football match in New Zealand.

It surpassed the previous best
0f 37,034 for a New Zealand World
Cup qualifying match against Peru
in 2017.

They were treated to a fast-
paced contest, even if both sides
were missing several of their best
players.

Tottenham have embarked on
an aggressive summer of spending
after narrowly avoiding relegation
last season, when they finished 17%.

However, the only notable new
signing to take the field was for-
mer West Ham midfielder Mateus
Fernandes, who scored in the 1-0
win over MK Dons in London on
Wednesday.

De Zerbi said he would ease
others into the tour, with Tottenham
to play games in Sydney next week
against A-League side Sydney FC
and London rivals Chelsea.

“It’s a chance for the young
players,” De Zerbi told TVNZ
before kickoff, declaring Brighton
signing Jan Paul van Hecke and
former Liverpool stalwart Andy
Robertson not yet up to speed.

“After a very long trip, we
can’t take a risk with the players
who are not ready to play yet.”

Record club signing Sandro
Tonali wasn’t considered because
the former Newcastle United
midfielder had suffered an
unspecified injury - “one small
problem” - before the team left
London, De Zerbi added.

Fernandes entered the game
with half an hour remaining and
Spurs bagged their second goal
shortly afterwards through the
work of two other substitutes.

Mathys Tel burst into the box
and set up a tap-in for seasoned
forward Richarlison, who was
omitted from Brazil’s World Cup
squad.

Scarlett, one of several Spurs
Academy players in action,
opened the scoring in the 12%
minute, pouncing after Auckland
goalkeeper Michael Woud parried
Manor Solomon’s shot. —AFP

Modric extends contract
with AC Milan

PARIS - Croatian

veteran Luka Modric has

_seriEA_ extended his contract with

AC Milan by one season,

the Serie A club announced on
Thursday.

The midfielder will turn 41
in less than two months’ time
but has committed to Milan until
June 30, 2027.

Modric joined the Italian
heavyweights in 2025, scoring two
goals in 37 matches last season.

“One of the finest and most
iconic players in world football,
the Croatian will continue his
journey in the Rossoneri shirt,”
AC Milan said in a statement.

Modric was a finalist at the
2018 World Cup with Croatia,
also picking up that year’s Ballon
d’Or, and won six Champions
League titles while playing for

Real Madrid between 2012 to
2025.

At this summer’s World Cup,
he led Croatia to the round of 32,
where they suffered a dramatic
elimination at the hands of
Portugal.

Having finished fifth in Serie A
following a disappointing season,
AC Milan have changed their
coach, with former Manchester
United boss Ruben Amorim
taking over from Massimiliano
Allegri.

They have also signed Por-
tuguese centre-forward Goncalo
Ramos from Paris Saint-Germain
for over 70 million euros (US$80
million), as well as Spanish
defender Mario Gila from Lazio
for 30 million euros, according to
specialist football website Trans-
fermarkt. — AFP
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Messi-less Miami win on Casemiro
debut, Berterame suffers head blow

MIAMI — Inter Miami,
with superstar Lionel Messi
still resting after his World

Cup exploits, won 1-0 at
Montreal on Saturday on Casemiro’s
Major League Soccer debut.

Luis Suarez converted a penalty
in the 815 minute to secure the victory
after Miami’s Mexico international
German Berterame was injured in a
sickening clash of heads.

Berterame crashed to the turf
and lay motionless after Efrain
Morales made contact as they
jumped for the ball.

Players from both teams
immediately signalled for help and,
after treatment by medics and a long
delay, Berterame was taken from
the pitch in an ambulance.

Miami coach Guillermo Hoyos
said later that Berterame was “OK
and conscious”.

“His family has been informed
of everything. We didn’t know
what to do - it was a very desperate
situation.”

Suarez converted the ensuing
penalty and held up Berterame’s
jersey to mark the goal.

The Uruguayan former Liverpool
and Barcelona forward extended his
scoring streak to six goals in his last
three matches, taking his total for the
season to nine.

Casemiro, who has 91 caps for
Brazil and won five Champions
League titles with Real Madrid,
made his first appearance for Miami
since arriving this week from
Manchester United.

The 34-year-old controlled the
tempo in midfield throughout the
match, but both teams struggled
with poor finishing.

Messi and his Argentina teammate
Rodrigo De Paul both missed a
second straight game in the wake of
Argentina’s defeat to Spain in the
World Cup final last weekend.

MLS officials said Saturday that
Messi would not be required to play
in next week’s All-Star game.

Miami have won both their
matches since MLS resumed after
the World Cup, taking their win
streak to six and leaving them two
points behind Eastern Conference
leaders Nashville, who lost 1-0 at
Orlando City.

Chicago Fire, beaten by Miami
on Wednesday, lost 3-1 to New York
City FC at Yankee Stadium to leave
Robert Lewandowski still in search
of a first victory since signing from
Barcelona.

Agustin Ojeda, Nicolas Fernan-
dez and Malachi Jones scored for
New York with Joel Waterman on
target for Chicago. — AFP
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Casemiro of Inter Miami CF controls

the ball during warmups ahead of the

MLS match between CF Montréal and

Inter Miami CF at Saputo Stadium on

Saturday in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
-AFP

I0C reject complaint against FIFA chief
Infantino over ‘political neutrality’

O PARIS -  The
Q@Intemational Olympic

Committee has rejected
a complaint filed by the human
rights NGO FairSquare against
FIFA president Gianni Infantino for
alleged breaches of rules on political
neutrality, an IOC spokesperson

told AFP on Friday.
The  FairSquare  complaint
alleges  that Infantino  has

“repeatedly breached IOC’s rules on
political neutrality by offering his
political support for US president
Donald Trump”.

“The I0C Ethics Commission
thoroughly analysed the complaint
by FairSquare,” the spokesperson
told AFP.

“The commission noticed that,
pursuant to the Olympic Charter,
each International Federation (IF)
maintains its independence and
autonomy in its governance.

“The complaint falls outside
the IOC Ethics Commission’s
jurisdiction”.

The oath taken by the Olympic
body’s roughly one hundred
members — including Infantino —
requires them to act “independently
of commercial and political
interests,” an obligation also
enshrined in the Olympic Charter.

In February, the IOC also
dismissed an earlier controversy
regarding Infantino’s attendance
at the first meeting of the Board of
Peace convened by Trump, where
he wore a red cap emblazoned with
“USA” and “45-47” - a reference to
Trump’s two terms in office.

“The 10C has been in contact
with FIFA,” an I0C spokesperson
told AFP in February.

“We understand that FIFA is
supporting, through football, a
comprehensive  sport  recovery

investment programme in Gaza,
Palestine, by providing sporting
infrastructure, education and elite
development proposals.

“This is entirely in keeping
with the role of an International
Sport Federation. The IOC, through
Olympic Solidarity, which is our
development vehicle, has been
and continues to support sport
development in the region.”

FIFA awarded Trump its
inaugural peace prize in December,
with Infantino saying at the time
it was in recognition of the US
president’s  “exceptional  and
extraordinary” actions to promote
peace and unity around the world.

During the World Cup in North
America, Trump boasted of calling
Infantino before FIFA lifted the
suspension imposed on US striker
Folarin Balogun following a red
card. — AFP

Varane concussions motivate Como to ban heading in academy teams

PARIS - Italian Serie A
club Como have announced
_SeREA_ they are banning heading
until the under-11 team after
consultation from board member the
former France star Raphael Varane.
Varane retired in 2024 after a
glittering career with Les Bleus,
Real Madrid and Manchester United
but suffered head injuries during his
time as a player.
Heading will be banned in
training and games with throw-ins

taken by passing the ball on the
floor with feet for youngsters in the
under-8, under-9 and under 10 set-
ups.

“From my experience, when I
was 16 I had two big concussions
so I was aware of the risk,” Varane
said in a video posted by Como on
Friday.

“I had the luck during my career
to meet some very specific staff;
some medical professionals.

“I learnt a lot from them. I learnt

a lot from them about the effect of
concussion,” the 33-year-old added
having finished his career with the
side based on the famous lake in the
Alps.

Governing bodies across Europe
have introduced similar rules due to
a worry about brain development.

England’s FA is phasing out
all heading in youth football up to
under-11 level and in France it is
prohibited until under-10.

“At a young age when

everything is developing it’s really
important to delay the amount of
heading and the amount of impact
there is,” Como’s head of player and
coaches’ development said.

“By delaying it, bringing it in
gradually over a number of years,
we can help protect the players,” the
former Wales assistant coach added.

Earlier this month, a court ruled
England 1966 World Cup winner
Nobby Stiles died with a brain
condition caused by repeatedly

heading a football.

Expert analysis of his brain
showed his severe dementia was as
a result of Alzheimer’s disease but
also the condition, chronic traumatic
encephalopathy (CTE), which has
been associated with head trauma
from heading a ball.

Other sports such as American
football and rugby union have
been linked with brain injuries for
decades due to the contact nature of
the disciplines. — AFP
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Malaysia steps in to host Bahrain F1 GP in October

F1

BUDAPEST, Hungary — The
Bahrain Grand Prix, which was
cancelled in April due to the Middle
East war, will be held in Malaysia
in early October, Formula One
organisers announced yesterday.

“Formula 1 and the FIA can
confirm that Malaysia will host the...
Bahrain Grand Prix at the Sepang
International Circuit from October
2-42026,” F1 and motorsport’s world
governing body said in a statement.

The original F1 calendar fea-
tured 24 races but those in Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia were cancelled
because of the war. Upcoming
events in neighbouring Qatar and
Abu Dhabi also remain in doubt.

While F1 chief executive Ste-
fano Domenicali spoke in early July
of the possibility of holding a Grand
Prix in the Gulf on October 4, the

resumption of hostilities between
Iran and the United States in recent
weeks has effectively ruled out that
option.

Sepang circuit, near Kuala
Lumpur’s international airport,
returns to the calendar for the first
time since 2017 to host what will be
called the “Gulf Air Bahrain Grand
Prix in Malaysia”.

The track has also been the venue
for a MotoGP race since 1999.

F1 indicated that Bahrain would
cover a large part of the costs
involved in rescheduling the race.

It will slot in between the
Azerbaijan  Grand  Prix  on
September 26 and the Singapore
Grand Prix on October 11, restoring
the championship to 23 races.

“This is fantastic news for our
fans. They will continue to enjoy a
full and exciting Formula 1 calendar,
while also seeing the sport return to

practice session of the Formula One Malaysia Grand Prix in Sepang on September

30, 2017.

a great venue,” said Domenicali.
“Malaysia is an incredible
country, and Sepang holds a special

Norris heaps praise on McLaren for updated

F1

BUDAPEST, Hungary — World
champion Lando Norris heaped
praise on the McLaren team
yesterday after driving his updated
car to a first win this year in the
Hungarian Grand Prix.

The 26-year-old Briton repeated
his 2025 victory at the Hungaroring
where McLaren have won for the
last three years and became the first
winner there from pole position since
seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton
triumphed for Mercedes in 2020.

“Wooohh!” he cried on team

radio.
“Beautiful. The car was
unbelievable today. Well done,

guys. Incredible. We’re flying!

“Thank you so much for the car.
So nice to be able to do it all for you
again. It feels like it’s been a while.
Congrats! Hard work pays off!”

Norris recovered from losing
his pole advantage on the opening
lap, when team-mate Oscar Piastri
passed him.

The Briton produced impressive
stunning laps of consistent pace
to regain the lead and finish 15
seconds clear of Max Verstappen of
Red Bull.

car and victory

Piastri was forced to retire with
gearbox problems after a clash with
Williams’ Carlos Sainz for which
the Spaniard was handed a five-
second penalty.

‘A lot to unpack’

World championship leader
Kimi Antonelli finished third for
Mercedes to increase his lead in
the title race to 50 points ahead
of seven-time champion Lewis
Hamilton of Ferrari, who finished
fifth after taking a five-second
penalty for speeding in the pit lane,
to 50 points.

“I don’t know what happened at
the start,” Norris said. “I just kept
losing the rear. 1 had two or three
big snaps which felt horrible and of
course Oscar did a good job to get
the cutback and go past me.

“I think I was just a bit wide in
the dirt so it was game over for the
first lap!

“Then I was pushing like hell
to try and force him into a mistake.
My pace was probably some of the
best pace I have ever had. The car
was beautiful to drive and I had
confidence.

“It was a great race and to get
it back in terms of going long,

which is certainly not what I was
expecting! The pace was so good.
I could always extend the stint and
then my fresh tyres won me the
race. So, I’'m just happy to be back
and be number one again!”

Team-mate Piastri said he was
uncertain how his gearbox broke
before his retirement on lap 56 of the
70, 17 laps after his clash with Sainz.

“When it broke, I was just taking
my normal line so I’m not sure what
it was. It was the highlight of my
race, when I was leading, and it
went downhill from there.

“There’s a lot to unpack: firstly the
pace on hard tyres was just nowhere
and then obviously getting taken out
by a backmarker is never really one
of the things you think can go wrong,
but I was proved wrong!

“And then, the gearbox...”

Team boss Andrea Stella said it
had been a positive surprise to see
McLaren’s updated package win
the race and added that Piastri’s
clash with Sainz had “caused quite
a bit of loss of time. We know
Carlos is such a fair, correct driver,
so if this is happening then that
means something was not working
correctly.”

—AFP

Sooryavanshi’s 81 steers India to Zimbabwe T20 series sweep

Cricket

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Teenage
cricket sensation Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi scored his second half century in
four days for India, who beat Zimba-
bwe by 35 runs yesterday for a 3-0
Twenty20 international series sweep.

India won the toss and posted
192-5 at Harare Sports Club, led by
a quickfire 81 from Sooryavanshi.
He faced 49 balls and his innings
included four sixes and eight fours.

Zimbabwe, 10 places below
second-placed India in the world
T20I rankings, reached 157-7 in reply
thanks mainly to an unbeaten 54 from
lower-order batter Ryan Burl.

Victory marked an Indian

turnaround after a 2-0 T20I series
loss in Ireland, then a 4-0 drubbing
in England. It was the second
straight series loss for Zimbabwe
after going down 2-1 to Bangladesh.

At 15, Sooryavanshi is the young-
est cricketer to represent India. He
has sparkled in southern Africa after
debuting in the England series and
amassing 42 runs over three innings.

Sooryavanshi has had a
memorable tour of Zimbabwe. He
scored his maiden T20 half-century
off just 18 balls in the first match
and followed it up with 20 off nine
deliveries in the second.

He made his intentions clear
from the first ball of final tour
match. He launched the Indian

innings with a four off Zimbabwe
captain and all-rounder Sikandar
Raza and reached 50 from 31 balls.

The teen fell off the final ball of
the 14" over. Sooryavanshi was out
off a Wessly Madhevere delivery
when Brad Evans dashed from the
ropes to long off and caught the ball.

Wicketkeeper Ishan Kishan
(29), a half centurion on Saturday,
did best among the other Indian
batters, slamming four fours before
being bowled by Raza.

Zimbabwe slumped to 65-4 in
reply with opener Brian Bennett and
Raza both dismissed for golden ducks.
The highlight of the innings was a
60-run fifth-wicket stand between
Burl and Madhevere (28). —AFP

- AFP

place in Formula 1 history.
“It will provide a spectacular
setting forracing and an unforgettable

experience for fans at the circuit and
watching around the world.”

Uncertainty still hangs over the
end of the season, as the last two
rounds are supposed to take place in
Qatar and Abu Dhabi on November
29 and December 6.

These two races could be
cancelled, and several options are
on the table to replace them, such
as staging two consecutive Grands
Prix in Las Vegas at the end of
November, or even holding one or
two final races in Europe.

In that case, the Imola (Italy)
and Portimao (Portugal) circuits are
the most likely candidates, several
sources within the paddock told AFP.

No final decision on the last two
rounds in the Gulf'is expected before
late September or early October,
with authorities opting to wait and
see how the situation develops.

— AFP

Chinese Taipei’s
Chou Tien-chen snatches
China Open title at age 36

E LA 17 T

“HEFERR BTRITEE

Men's Singles Champion

US$140,000

Chinese Taipei’s Chou Tien-chen poses on the podium after defeating
France’s Toma Junior Popov after the men’s singles final match at China Open

badminton tournament in Changzhou, Jiangsu Province yesterday.

Badminton

CHANGZHOU - Chinese Tai-
pei’s Chou Tien-chen overpowered
his opponent in the China Open
men’s singles final yesterday, becom-
ing the oldest tournament champion
in the category at age 36.

World number six Chou van-
quished 27-year-old Toma Junior
Popov of France in three games,
21-15,7-21, 21-13, to claim his first
Super 1000 title since winning the
Indonesia Open in 2019.

The veteran needed just over
an hour to seal the outcome in
the championship matchup in
Changzhou, eastern China.

When an official video review
showed that a final return from
Popov had dropped out of bounds,
an exhausted and emotional Chou
knelt face-down on the court,
hands outstretched in victory.

Popov, ranked 16™ worldwide,
had been chasing his first victory
at a Super 1000 tournament.

His younger brother Christo,
ranked fifth, was eliminated in the
round of 16 at this year’s China
Open.

Earlier

yesterday, Japan’s

-AFP

Akane Yamaguchi defeated host-
country hope Chen Yufei to win
the top prize in the women’s
singles final with an efficient
21-18, 21-16 performance.

The final pairing represented
a rematch of last year’s World
Championship in Paris, which
was also won by Yamaguchi.

26-year-old Yamaguchi is a
three-time world champion and
current world number three.

In women’s doubles, hosts Liu
Shengshu and Tan Ning of China
defeated Yuki Fukushima and
Mayu Matsumoto of Japan in two
games, 21-14, 21-19.

Themen’sdoublescompetition
saw reigning champions Fajar
Alfian and Muhammad Shohibul
Fikri of Indonesia defend their
title, beating South Korea’s Kim
Won-ho and Seo Seung-jae in
come-from-behind fashion 16-21,
21-19, 21-19.

In the mixed doubles final, an
all-China matchup saw Guo Xin-
wa and Chen Fanghui take down
compatriots Feng Yanzhe and
Huang Dongping in a closely con-
tested 25-23, 20-22, 21-15 mara-
thon lasting 88 minutes.  —AFP




MONDAY July 27,2026

Your trusted source for real news

LIFESTYLE /| ENTERTAINMENT

The Macau Post Daily

“The Odyssey’ sparks IMAX ~ Marvel announces ‘Black Panther I
stampede - and a backlash

Adam Plowright

ODISSEY - Box office
phenomenon “The Odyssey” by
Christopher Nolan has been a
powerful promotional tool for
IMAX cinema technology, but
it has also provoked a backlash
online about its perceived elitism.

Nolan became the first
director ever to use the highest
resolution 70mm IMAX film
with a specially designed camera
to shoot the whole of his epic
movie about ancient Greek hero
Odysseus.

With demand high for the
best possible viewing experience,
some IMAX cinemas have been
booked out weeks in advance,
with screen owners putting on
extra showings in late or even
midnight slots.

The catch? Only 41 cinemas
worldwide can actually project
Nolan’s special 70mm film print
— while tickets for the standard
digital IMAX screens are
premium-priced at usually double
the cost of a regular cinema place.

Over half of all 70mm IMAX
theatres are in the United States,
while a country as large as India,
with its population of around 1.5
billion, doesn’t have a single one.

“Creating a film in a format
that most people can never
experience as intended is not how
an auteur of world cinema should
work,” journalist Harsh Tiwari
argued in The Print, an Indian
online news and opinion site.

Also, because Nolan
optimised his film for the larger,
immersive IMAX screens, the
vast majority of viewers watching
at their local cinemas are seeing
an adapted, more tightly cropped
version of what he intended.

IMAX confirmed that its
screens revealed “substantially
more image than standard
theatrical presentations” in a
statement emailed to AFP.

“This isn’t fair. Only a few
people will get to experience
Nolan’s true vision,” social
media user @CinemaRythmes
complained on X.

On TikTok and Instagram,
jokers have been posting videos
poking fun at Nolan’s supposed
format snobbery by showing
themselves watching the movie on

— noting sarcastically how that
was “as Nolan intended”.

‘Difficult film’

IMAX, a Canada-headquar-
tered company, produces high-
resolution cameras, large-format
screens and top-end sound systems
that are designed to give theatre-
goers the best possible experience.

Nolan, the British-Ameri-
can director of “Oppenheimer”,
“Interstellar” and “The Dark
Knight”, has been using IMAX
cameras for some scenes in his
films for nearly 20 years.

For “The Odyssey”, IMAX
developed a new camera called
the Keighley Film Camera, a
200-kilogramme behemoth with
sound-proofing to make it as
quiet as possible.

“It was a difficult film. It should
be difficult: it’s the Odyssey, it
should be hard, and that’s fine,”
Nolan told a select group of media
including AFP earlier this month.

The New York-listed
company told AFP that audience
response to the film had been
“extraordinary, and with it
we’ve seen tremendous interest
in IMAX technology across the
entire filmmaking process”.

The group added 11 new 70mm
theatres worldwide in anticipation
of demand, each capable of
projecting the film reel, which is
18 kilometre long when unspooled
and weighs 270 kilogrammes.

Ticket revenues at IMAX
theatres broke a record at US$52
million on the first weekend.

The move into the premium
IMAX format is part of a broader
industry trend in which cinema
owners are seeking to make a night
out at the movies as comfortable
and luxurious as possible.

Improving the user experience
is seen as necessary in order to
tempt people off their sofas and
away from their home cinema
systems and streaming sites.

“The Odyssey” has already
grossed an estimated US$320 mil-
lion worldwide since its release on
July 15 — more than its blockbuster
budget of US$250 million.

The two biggest movies of 2026
so far, “The Super Mario Galaxy
Movie” and Michael Jackson biopic
“Michael”, have each grossed just

a small screen or while distracted  over a billion US dollars.  —AFP
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SAN DIEGO - Superhero
movie fans will officially return to
the world of Wakanda in “Black
Panther III,” the newest entry in
the Marvel film franchise, the
studio announced at Comic-Con on
Saturday.

British actor David Jonsson will
play the lead role in the film, due
out on December 15, 2028.

Known for his performances
in the HBO television series
“Industry” and the 2025 film “The
Long Walk,” Jonsson steps into the
Marvel Cinematic Universe as the
son of T’Challa, the original Black
Panther superhero played by actor
Chadwick Boseman.

Boseman, who rocketed to fame
in 2018’s “Black Panther,” died in
2020 at the age of 43 as a result of
colon cancer.

Marvel announced the Black
Panther three-quel with Jonsson
appearing in front of thousands of
fans at Comic-Con’s famous Hall H.

“Thank you to this amazing
family that I have the honour and
the privilege and the blessing to
join,” Jonsson told the crowd.

“l actually don’t want to say
too much because I want to let this
screen do the talk,” he said.

Oscar-winning filmmaker Ryan
Coogler, who directed the first two
“Black Panther” films, will return to
helm the third.

“Today is extra special,”
Coogler said, joining Jonsson and
Marvel executive producer Kevin
Feige on stage.

Coogler told the audience “Black
Panther III” will follow T’Challa’s
son as he comes of age and follows in
his father’s superhero-sized footsteps.

The first “Black Panther” film
grossed US$1.3 billion when it was

at Comic-Con

Blade (left) and Black Panther cosplayers from Marvel pose at 2026 Comic-Con

International: San Diego on Saturday in San Diego, California.

released in 2018, starring Boseman
alongside a cast including Michael
B. Jordan — who won this year’s
Best Actor Oscar — Angela Bassett,
Lupita Nyong’o, Forest Whitaker,
Danai Gurira, and Letitia Wright,
many of whom reprised their
appearances in “Black Panther 2.”

‘Ghost Rider’ rides again

Another bombshell reveal was
the welcome of Ryan Gosling to the
Marvel Cinematic Universe, where
he will take on the role of Johnny
Blaze in “Ghost Rider,” slated to hit
cinemas in 2028.

“Is this really happening?” Gos-
ling said onstage alongside Feige.

Marvel Studios returned to Hall
H after skipping last year’s event,
less than five months before the
release of its highly anticipated
“Avengers: Doomsday.”

The studio brought to the
stage Anthony and Joe Russo, the
directors of the film, as well as
several of its stars including Robert

- AFP

Downey Jr, who will play the
villain Victor Von Doom.

The latest superhero film will
pick up where 2019’s “Endgame”
left off, bringing together heroes and
villains from X-Men, the Avengers,
Black Panther and the Fantastic
Four to duke it out once more.

Capes and masks of the nefarious
Victor Von Doom were handed
out before Marvel’s presentation,
transforming the audience into a
green army.

Some fans had waited several
nights to get into the venue to hear
from their favourite studio.

“We’re all here for the same
reason we love it, we love the feeling
we get when we come to Hall H,”
Wally, a man from neighbouring
Orange County who slept outside
the venue for two nights, told AFP.

“It was worth it, it was better
than expected... I’'m speechless,” he
said after the presentation.

Comic-Con ended yesterday.

— AFP

“Star Trek’ marks 60" anniversary at Comic-Con

Paula Ramon

SAN DIEGO - “Star Trek”
legend George Takei on Saturday
headlined a 60" anniversary
celebration of the groundbreaking
sci-fi series at Comic-Con, which
featured stars from across the
Starship  Enterprise’s expanded
universe of films and shows.

The 89-year-old Takei — who
played the helmsman Hikaru Sulu
on the original series and in multiple
movies — earned a standing ovation
from fans in a packed Hall H at the
four-day pop culture extravaganza
in San Diego, California.

The actor joked about how young
he felt marking such a milestone in
television history, before turning
more serious in talking about
what he called an “extraordinary
phenomenon” — from its initial low
ratings to its near-mythical status.

He said that the franchise’s
longevity was due to “all the people
like you and your parents and your
grandparents, because of their
intelligence and their sensitivity and
their vision” in supporting Gene
Roddenberry’s concept.

“We have lived long and

endured for 60 years and going,” he
said, evoking the famous motto of
Leonard Nimoy’s Mr Spock.

The first episode of “Star Trek”
aired in September 1966. It depicted
the voyages of the Enterprise cap-
tained by James T. Kirk (William
Shatner) and his multiracial crew, tak-
ing on major moral and social issues
against the backdrop of outer space.

Shatner and Nichelle Nichols, a
black actress who played Lieutenant
Uhura, made history in 1968 with
one of the first interracial kisses
ever seen on US television.

Since then, the original series and
its more than a dozen spin-offs have
generated nearly 1,000 episodes.

It has a major presence at
Comic-Con, both with panels
devoted to the series and the many
fans who roam the halls dressed as
their favourite characters.

The panel also featured Michael
Dorn (“Star Trek: The Next
Generation”), Jerry O’Connell (the
animated “Star Trek: Lower Decks”),
Robert Picardo (““Star Trek: Voyager”)
and Karim Diane, who plays the
franchise’s first openly gay Klingon
in “Star Trek: Starfleet Academy.”

The tribute began  with
comments from Roddenberry’s son
Rod, who heads the production and
distribution company Roddenberry
Entertainment.

“It had spaceships. It had a laser
gun, had strange planets, even had
weird-looking aliens. But that was
never really the point, was it? This
show wasn’t about science fiction.
This show was about us,” he told
the audience.

“’Star Trek’ is not just science fic-
tion entertainment. It’s a show that
makes people believe in a better future.”

Comic-Con ended yesterday.

—AFP

1l
George Takei attends the 2026 Comic-
Con International: San Diego - “Star
Trek” 60" Anniversary Celebration Press
Line at Hilton Bayfront on Saturday in
San Diego, California. - AFP
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On the red eye!

A made-up participant attends the Drag Queen March in Berlin on
Friday.

' Ahead of the Christopher Street Day (CSD) parade, Berlin hosts
“ﬂ“ 0|| [al'lll. its first-ever Drag March bringing a tradition known from New York
An Indonesian performer dressed in a HEAL (Humanity, Earth, and Life)-themed costume takes to Berlin. — AFP

part in parade during the Jember Fashion Carnival in Jember, East Java island, yesterday. — AFP

A Tezutsu-shu, a traditional arm-held firework performer, is
showered with sparks from tezutsu hanabi, hand-crafted bamboo
tubes packed with gunpowder that erupt in a towering column of
sparks and flame, during the Tatebayashi Arm-Held Fireworks
Festival in Tatebayashi, Gunma Prefecture, Japan on Saturday.
Originating in present-day Aichi Prefecture more than 450 years
ago, tezutsu hanabi were traditionally offered at Shinto shrines in
prayers for good harvests, health and prosperity and remain one
of Japan’s most distinctive firework traditions. — AFP

An Indonesian performer dressed in a HEAL (Humanity, Earth, and Life)-themed
costume takes part in parade during the Jember Fashion Carnival in Jember, East Java
island, yesterday. — AFP

Not much protection -
A model presents a creation by Indian designer Anamika Khannna during the Ke“va“ cownovs & glrls

opening show of the Hyundai India Couture week 2026 at the Falaknuma Palace in Revellers in cowboy attire dance to country music during International Cowboy Day
Hyderabad, India on Thursday. —AFP celebrations at Ngong Racecourse in Nairobi, Kenya on Saturday. —AFP




