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Macau sweltering in heat, Health
Bureau warns against heatstroke

Rui Pastorin

Amidst clear skies, continuously high
temperatures are again set to be observed
across Macau over the next few days, with
the Meteorological Bureau (SMG) yesterday
issuing its Yellow hot weather alert.

Temperatures are expected to go up to 33
degrees Celsius or higher, the bureau said,
with members of the public reminded to be
wary of heatstroke.

With the issuance of the Yellow hot weather
alert, the government’s heat shelter is open
once again, as noted on the Social Welfare
Bureau (IAS) website yesterday, adding that it
opens its doors free of charge when a Yellow or
Orange hot weather alert is up.

The Health Bureau (SSM) meanwhile
reminded the public that extreme heat
combined with high humidity, and poor
ventilation can affect the body’s natural
ability to effectively cool itself, with heat-
related illnesses possibly setting in.

Among these are heat syncope, where
dilated blood vessels reduce blood flow to
the brain and other parts of the body, causing
fainting, weak pulse, and moist/cool skin.
Sweat-driven salt loss meanwhile leads to
heat cramps and muscle spasms.

Continued fluid and salt loss causes
heat exhaustion, which includes symptoms
like extreme thirst, fatigue, limb weakness,
nausea, headache, dizziness, temporary
clouding of consciousness, cool and clammy
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Pedestrians queue for a cold treat at LemonCello Gelato on Rua do Monte (<} £ 1£). - Photo: Rui Pastorin

skin, pale complexion, and a rapid yet weak
pulse, according to the statement.

The statement added that heatstroke, upon
prolonged exposure to high temperatures,
affects the central nervous system, causing
the body to lose its temperature-regulating
capability. The statement said that sweating
either fails or stops; body temperatures can

FM Commission in MSAR hosts
delegation of PSCs’ cultural officials

The Office of the Commissioner of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China in the
Macao Special Administrative Region (MSAR)
hosted a reception yesterday for a delegation
of cultural officials from Portuguese-speaking
countries (PSCs) visiting Macao.

Apart from Macao, the delegation is
scheduled to visit Guangzhou and the
Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation
Zone in Hengqin for exchanges.

According to the co-organizers, the
itinerary includes visits to intangible
cultural heritage projects and tourist
destinations, allowing delegates to gain
a deeper understanding of achievements
in cultural preservation, inheritance, and
innovation across the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Bian Lixin, commissioner of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of China in the Macao
SAR, welcomed the delegates and said that
exchanges between Chinese civilization and
those of Portuguese-speaking countries date
back centuries, producing vivid examples
of mutual learning among civilizations.

She added that the Commissioner’s
Office will, as always, support Macao in
developing itself into an important gateway
for exchanges and mutual learning between
Chinese and Western civilizations, creating
more bridges and opportunities for dialogue
between China and Portuguese-speaking
countries.

The visit has been jointly organized by
the Commissioner’s Office and the MSAR
Government. — Xinhua

hit 41°C and, if victims are unable to cool
down and receive emergency care, it leads to
irreversible brain damage or death.

Among the bureau’s reminders are
avoiding outdoor activities in sweltering
heat; steering clear of strenuous activities
in hot and humid environments or ensuring
good ventilation in these types of areas;

replenishing fluids lost through sweating by
drinking electrolyte-containing beverages
rather than caffeinated drinks or alcoholic
beverages.

Other reminders included using sun
protection gear or sun safe attire while
engaging in outdoor activities and not staying
in cars parked outdoors for long periods.
Lastly, the statement emphasised that the
obese, elderly, young children, pregnant and
postpartum women, or those suffering from
illnesses “should pay special attention to
keeping their environment well-ventilated and
at a suitable temperature, avoiding prolonged
exposure to direct sunlight”.

Anyone feeling unwell is remind to seek
immediate medical attention, the statement
pointed out, and, in severe cases, one should
call 999 to be taken by ambulance to hospital.

Meanwhile, as noted in a Post article
yesterday, a low-pressure system located east
of the Philippines may develop into a tropical
cyclone, being expected to move towards the
northern South China Sea in the next few days.
It might intensify into a typhoon. Consequently,
Macau may experience significantly stronger
winds, heavy showers, and occasional
thunderstorms over the weekend.

At 1 a.m. today, the mercury stood at
28°C, with relative humidity at 91 percent,
according to the local observatory, which
warned that the apparent temperature “feels
hot”. m
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The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy hospital ship Auspicious Ark departs from Qingdao,
Shandong Province, yesterday for a humanitarian medical service mission to Africa and South Asia.

- Xinhua

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views (f)The Macau Post Daily

Wang Yi urges US to properly
manage differences, address
China’s legitimate concerns

Pushing back against a series of recent negative US remarks
and actions, Foreign Minister Wang Yi yesterday urged the US
—Storyon p. 7

side to respect China’s core interests.
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Trump threatens to bomb Iran’s
bridges, power plants as payback

for Hormuz attacks

US President Donald Trump threatened yesterday to
knock out one Iranian bridge or power plant in return for each
attack on shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. — Story on p. 10
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Al boom lifts Mexico tech exports,
complicating Trump trade goals

The United States’ frenzied rush to build out Al infra-
structure has boosted exports of Mexican technology, com-
plicating President Donald Trump’s hand heading into trade
negotiations.

— Story on p. 12
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Notifiable disease cases rise to 2,755 ®
in June, flu tops the list

2 Saae

PREVENT RESPIRATORY
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Khalel Vallo commonly cause hand, foot and mouth to reduce the risk of influenza and
Macau recorded 2,755 notifiable disease and herpangina*, particularly other infectious diseases. B PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO
infectious disease cases last month, among children under the age of five, * Herpangina is a contagious viral PERSONAL HYGIENE

with influenza remaining the most
commonly reported disease, while
enterovirus infections, norovirus and
scarlet fever registered the largest
month-on-month increases, according
to a statement by the Health Bureau
(SSM) yesterday.

The bureau noted that it publishes
monthly surveillance data to help moni-
tor infectious disease trends and strength-

although severe complications such as
myocarditis** and viral meningitis***
may also occur.

Norovirus infections increased
from six cases in May to 13 in June,
while scarlet fever cases climbed
from 18 to 31 over the same period,
the statement said, pointing out that
norovirus is a common cause of viral
gastroenteritis and food poisoning and

illness — most commonly caused by
coxsackievirus — that causes sudden
high fever and small, painful blisters
in the back of the throat and mouth.
It typically affects young children
and is highly transmissible through
respiratory droplets and saliva. The
infection usually resolves on its own
within seven to 10 days. — Gemini

** Myocarditis is an inflammation

€D CLEAN HANDS

When sneezing or coughing,
cover mouth and nose
with a tissue.

e KEEP VENTILATION

Ensure indoor air circulation,
avoid crowded places.

en disease prevention. Under Macau’s
mechanism,
healthcare institutions and laboratories
are required to report 45 categories of
infectious diseases within the legally pre-
scribed timeframe, the statement noted.
According to the statement, influenza
accounted for the highest number of
reported cases in June, with 2,154 cases,
followed by 454 enterovirus infections

mandatory  notification

and 33 tuberculosis (TB) cases.

Enterovirus infections rose month-
on-month by about 130 percent from 199
cases in May to 454 cases last month, and
nearly tripled compared with 153 cases
recorded in June last year, the statement
enteroviruses

noted, adding that

and residential care homes.
Although scarlet

were recorded last month.

can easily trigger outbreaks in schools

fever
increased by 72.2 percent month-on-
month, last month’s total remained
46.6 percent lower than the 58
cases recorded in June last year, the
statement said, adding that the bacterial
disease mainly affects children aged
between two and eight and can lead to
complications if left untreated.

The bureau also reported that no
dengue fever or chikungunya cases

The Health Bureau urged residents
to maintain good personal hygiene and
adopt appropriate protective measures

of the heart muscle (myocardium) that

can reduce the heart’s ability to pump

cases

drug reactions. — Gemini

blood and cause irregular rhythms. It is
most often caused by a viral infection,
but can also result from bacterial
infections, autoimmune diseases, or

*** Viral meningitis is the most
common type of meningitis, causing
inflammation of the brain and spinal

sick.

SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION

PROMPTLY

home.

cord linings. It is generally less severe

than bacterial meningitis. While most
cases resolve on their own within

seven to 10 days with supportive care,

Kids showcase traditional music skills after
Chinese orchestra camp

Khalel Vallo
Thirty-eight children showcased
what they had learnt at the “Little
Chinese Music Troupe” music
camp during a session held after the
four-day programme, part of the 3™
Macao International Children’s Arts
Festival (MICAF), according to a
statement by the Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) on Tuesday.
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Organised by the bureau, the
camp was jointly presented by
the Macao Chinese Orchestra and
the Water Singers, the statement
said, adding that the programme
concluded with a performance on
Sunday, where participants aged
five to 10 demonstrated the skills
they had acquired during the camp.

According to a statement, this
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This undated and unlocated handout photo provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC) on Tuesday shows young students learning how to play the erhu during the four-
day “Little Chinese Music Troupe” music camp as part of the 3 Macao International

Children’s Arts Festival (MICAF).
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Macau Weather

VERY HOT.

FINE APART FROM CLOUDY
PERIODS.

FORCE 2 TO 3 SOUTHERLY WINDS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE
BETWEEN 65% AND 95%.

Source: SMG |

year’s edition expanded its capacity
by introducing both morning and
afternoon sessions following strong
demand last year. All available
places were fully subscribed, the
statement noted, adding that during
the session at the Macao Cultural
Centre (CCM) in Nape, the children
performed the traditional pieces
“Jasmine Flower” and the Cantonese
nursery rhyme “Moonlight”, and
sang the newly commissioned work
“A Colourful Chinese Orchestra”,
composed for the Macao Chinese
Orchestra.

The four-day programme, held
from last Thursday to Sunday,
introduced participants to Chinese
music through lessons in basic
music theory, rhythm, ensemble
performance and hands-on experience
with traditional instruments, including
the guzheng (a kind of zither),
yangqin (a hammered dulcimer), erhu
(a bowed spike fiddle), sheng (a free-
reed mouth organ), dizi (a side-blown
bamboo flute), and percussion, the
statement said.

In addition to music training,
participants visited the Sir Robert Ho
Tung Library, St. Augustine’s Church
and the Dom Pedro V Theatre, where
they attended a Chinese Orchestra
performance while learning about
Macau’s cultural heritage, the
statement highlighted.

Completion certificates were
presented to the children during
the session, the statement said,
adding that the programme aimed
to encourage young participants
to develop a lasting interest in
Chinese music while deepening
their appreciation of Macau’s blend
of Chinese and Western cultural
traditions. B

prompt medical evaluation is always
necessary to rule out more serious, life-
threatening infections. — Gemini

€ WEAR A MASK

Wear a mask if you have cold
symptoms or are caring for the

If you feel unwell, seek medical
care promptly and rest at

This infographic provided by the Health Bureau (SSM) yesterday
shows preventions of infectious respiratory diseases. The translation

of the Chinese-language infographic was arranged by the Post.

Applications open for
MIF’s ‘Macao Local
Enterprise Sales Area’
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This photo provided by the Commerce and Investment Promotion Institute (IPIM)
yesterday shows fairgoers visiting booths during a previous edition of the Macao
International Trade & Investment Fair (MIF).

Rui Pastorin

The Macao Commerce and
Investment Promotion Institute
(IPIM) announced in a statement
yesterday that applications are open
for the “Macao Local Enterprise
Sales Area” for the upcoming
31% Macao International Trade
& Investment Fair (31% MIF),
providing a reduced exhibition fee.

This year taking on the theme
“Macao: The Global Hub of
Business Convergence”, the fair
will be held from October 21 to
24 at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai
Expo alongside the 2026 Portuguese
Speaking  Countries  Products
and Services Exhibition (Macao)
(2026PLPEX) and the Macao
Franchise Expo 2026 (2026MFE).

According to the statement,
the “Macao Local Enterprise
Sales Area” area will comprise

four categories, namely, smart
home devices, daily necessities,
food and beverages, and creative
cultural products.

The statement said that those
eligible can apply for one standard
booth at a reduced exhibition fee
of 2,700 patacas (20 percent of the
standard price).

The statement added that pri-
ority will be given to “M-Mark”
product quality certification hold-
ers, “Made in Macao” product sell-
ers, Portuguese-speaking countries
(PSCs) product agents, and exhibit-
ing enterprises at the Macao Ideas or
the Portuguese-speaking Countries
Products Exhibition Centre.

Applications are open until
August 5. Should applications
exceed the limit, entry will
be decided by random draw,
according to the statement. B
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Concert review by William Chan

n Friday night, Cantate Chorus delivered a
Ospellbinding concert titled “How can I keep from

singing?” at Our Lady of Fatima Church, in the
northern district. The evening celebrated nearly a year since
the ensemble’s establishment. Their enthusiastic, energetic,
and unapologetically vibrant performance left a full house —
myself included — smiling and deeply moved by the end of
the night.

Having known the choir’s director, Vivian Ng Wai Hang,
for more than a decade as a former orchestral mate at the
Macau Youth Symphony Orchestra, I only had my first real
conversation with her earlier this year when she introduced
me to her choir during an interview.*

Despite her youth, Ng is incredibly charismatic,
passionate, and musically talented. She possesses a rare
blend of generosity and social etiquette that makes her
presence in Macau’s music scene feel almost miraculous.

It is entirely due to her dedication that, within less than
a year, she has assembled a 40-member chorus. The group
comprises both seasoned musical professionals and first-time
singers, all performing by choice. It is almost unthinkable
for a new artistic community to grow this rapidly, a feat
that speaks volumes about Ng’s exceptional rapport and
leadership. The group also spans a wide range of ages.

The concert opened with Franz Schubert’s Mass No. 2 in
G Major (D 167), a staple of the classical choral repertoire
celebrated for its accessible brilliance. Accompanied by a
string ensemble of violins, violas, cellos, and double basses,
its sheer familiarity leaves no room for error — performing it
is akin to walking on thin ice.

Yet, the chorus navigated the challenge flawlessly. The
soloists delivered beautiful performances, and the vocal

sections resonated with a deeply moving, sacred atmosphere.
Sitting in the front row, the performers’ energy was palpable.
Enhanced by the church’s natural acoustics, the instruments
and voices blended into a singular, breathtaking harmony under
Ng’s baton, making it the undisputed highlight of the evening.

Gratitude must be extended to the Catholic Diocese of
Macau for hosting these performances for our community.
Although Cantate Chorus (“Sing, Choir!”) is a secular group,
the rich tradition of sacred music allowed a deeply spiritual
energy to transfer seamlessly to the audience. On a broader
note, this effortless connection shows a sharp contrast to the
wider local art scene, where genuine resonance is too often
replaced by heavy-handed, mandated themes that fail to
strike a chord with the community.

A breath of fresh air in Macau

What truly set this concert apart was the palpable energy
of the performers. For the first time in a long time, I could
feel that the performers were truly singing for themselves,
embodying the spirit of the city’s dwellers.

The intermission did not feel like a typical break. Instead
of a formal pause, the performers immediately mingled
with the audience to chat and take pictures. Everyone was
genuinely happy to be there — an infectious, light hearted

Your trusted source for real news THURSDAY July 23,2026

Cardate Chowss voices cant keep me jfrom smiling

energy that made the evening feel less like a rigid concert
and more like a warm community gathering.

In the second half, the chorus challenged themselves
with a cappella pieces. As Ng had noted in our interview,
she intentionally split the repertoire to match differing
experience levels. Separate stages were set: the seasoned
veterans tackled the most technically demanding pieces,
the less-experienced singers were given their own dedicated
moments to shine, and the entire 40-member group united
for the full-ensemble numbers.

Despite the demanding two-hour repertoire, there was not
a single hint of fatigue from the singers. Everyone on stage
genuinely wanted to keep singing, perfectly capturing the
spirit of Sarah Quartel’s** “How can I keep from singing?”
It is not just a song title for them; it is exactly who they are.

Readers who are interested in joining the choir can visit its
Instagram page for more information: www.instagram.com/
macaocantatechorus or contact via cantatechorusmacao@

gmail.com
* www.macaupostdaily.com/news/27279

** Sarah Quartel is a prominent Canadian choral
composer and music educator. She is widely celebrated for
her chorister-centred compositions, sweeping melodies, and
rhythmic vitality. — Gemini
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Vivian Ng conducts at Our Lady of Fatima Church.
- Photos: Bob Wong
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Fiscal reserves hit record
0.7 trillion patacas,
up 5.3 pct from end-2025

Tony Wong
The fiscal reserves of the Macao
Special ~ Administrative ~ Region

(MSAR) reached a record high of
702.26 billion patacas at the end of
May, breaking the 700-billion-pataca
benchmark for the first time, according
to a notice published by the Macau
Monetary Authority (AMCM) in the
Official Gazette (BO) yesterday.

The fiscal reserves of 702.26 billion
patacas (about 0.7 trillion patacas)
consisted of basic reserves of 163.60
billion patacas and extraordinary
reserves of 538.66 billion patacas.

The 702.26 billion patacas
represented an increase of 0.7 percent
from the 697.27 billion patacas at the
end of April, an increase of 5.3 percent
from the 666.74 billion patacas at

the end of 2025, and an increase of
14.0 percent from the 616.21 billion
patacas at the end of 2024.

The continuous growth in the
government’s fiscal reserves over
recent years has not only been
attributed to a budget surplus (revenue
exceeding expenditure) but also to
the fact that the government has been
able to earn an annual positive return
from investing its fiscal reserves over
recent years. For instance, according
to previous AMCM announcements,
the government recorded an annual
return of 5.2 percent, 5.3 percent, and
6.9 percent from investing its fiscal
reserves in 2023, 2024, and 2025.

Macau’s  quasi-central  bank
updates the MSAR’s fiscal reserves
in the gazette on a monthly basis. B

This file photo taken earlier this year shows vehicles driving past the headquarters of the

Macau Monetary Authority (AMCM) on Guia Hill on the peninsula.

- Photo: Tony Wong
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‘Echo the Wind Wanderer’
exhibition start on Sunday

Rui Pastorin

Australia-based artist Ekokaxi
Wang will be presenting her
interactive  exhibition  “Echo
the Wind Wanderer” across two
venues: the Macao Museum of
Art (MAM) and the Lion Lobby
of MGM COTAL

The exhibition, jointly organised
by the bureau and integrated resort
operator, is part of the ongoing 3™
Macao International Children’s
Arts Festival, with an opening
ceremony set for this Sunday on the
museum’s third floor.

Central to the exhibition is the
artist’s creation “Echo”, while the
Cultural Affairs Bureau’s website
noting that the exhibition serves
as “an invitation to let your inner
child run free”.

Open to both youngsters
and adults, a statement from the
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) on
Tuesday noted that Ekokaxi’s
exhibition uses clay, paper, yarn
and sponge, allowing for not
only exploration, but touch and
interaction.

It features several highlights,
among which are a giant human-
shaped installation occupying
a space for visitors to stroll and
rest, a large-scale block creation
area featuring Macau elements,
the statement said.

FREAD  ORGANIZA

¢ Sench L'§

FROM
PARALLEL UNIVERSE

This image provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) on Tuesday shows some
of the creations to be featured at the upcoming “Echo the Wind Wanderer”

exhibition.

“Here in Macau, I have
created three portals into ‘parallel
worlds’. In each, I have completed
only half the journey; the rest
awaits your discovery, your touch,
and your feelings”, the artist,
who has held major exhibitions
in Australia, Shanghai and UK
pointed out in her exhibition
statement on the Macao Museum
of Art (MAM) website.

Meanwhile, the bureau will
also launch the “Summer Art
for Families — Activity Series”,
featuring highlights such as

“Parent-Child Night Tour” and
“Parent-Child Art Exploration
Journey”, incorporating  “the
stories of Echo’s  growth,
adventures and creation of the
world into guided tours and role-
play activities”.

Registration can be done via
the Macao One Account

The exhibition will be on
until October 11. One can find
more details on www.MAM.
govmo and www.mgm.mo/en/
art/happening/echo-the-wind-
wanderer. B
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Govt green-lights Wynn Palace
expansion

This file photo taken from Big Taipa Hill late last year shows the Wynn Palace resort (centre) in Cotai.

Tony Wong
The government has given
the green light to gaming

concessionaire Wynn’s expansion
plan for its Wynn Palace casino-
hotel resort in Cotai, according to
an executive order published in the
Official Gazette (BO) yesterday.

The order, signed by Secretary
for Transport and Public Works
Raymond Tam Vai Man on
Thursday last week, amends the
land concession for the plot where
the Wynn Palace resort is located.

According to the order, the
plot covers a total area of 205,797
square metres.

Currently, the plot includes a
casino-hotel complex comprising
a podium and a hotel tower,
alongside a performance lake and
open-air green spaces.

The expansion plan, according
to yesterday’s order, includes the
construction of a new hotel tower,
a theatre, and an entertainment
centre to be built on the open-air
areas of the plot.

Wynn is one of the city’s six
gaming concessionaires.

In addition to Wynn Palace, the
operator runs another casino-hotel
resort — Wynn Macau in Nape.

According to the executive
order, Wynn submitted a plan to
the Lands and Urban Construction
Bureau (DSSCU) in 2023 for the
construction of a theatre and an
entertainment centre on the open-
air areas of the Wynn Palace plot.
Wynn subsequently submitted a
follow-up proposal in 2025 for the
construction of a new hotel tower.

The order noted that Wynn
Palace’s expansion plan was also
submitted to the Financial Services
Bureau (DSF) and the Gaming
Inspection and Coordination Bureau
(DICJ) for review. Neither bureau
raised any objections to the expansion
plan, provided that the resort’s gaming

area remains unchanged.
Taking into account the
opinions of the Financial

Services Bureau and the Gaming
Inspection and  Coordination
Bureau, and considering that the
expansion could contribute to the
diversification of Macau’s tourism
offerings, the Lands and Urban

-
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- Photo: Tony Wong

Construction Bureau concluded
that the expansion plan met the
necessary conditions and official
requirements for approval.

According to the revised land
concession agreement attached to
the executive order, hotel facilities
will cover a gross floor area of
534,105 square metres following
the expansion — a 17 per cent
increase from the current 454,800
square metres.

The new theatre will cover a gross
construction area of 8,787 square
metres, while the new entertainment
centre will have a gross construction
area of 23,738 square metres.

After the expansion, gross
construction areas for carpark
purposes will decrease to 69,467
square metres from the current
80,000 square metres, while open-
air areas will drop to 93,904 square
metres from the current 101,937
square metres.

According to the order, the
amendments to the land concession
require Wynn to pay a one-off
contract premium of 652 million
patacas to the government. B

Woman falsely accuses man of rape
over ‘extra sex fee’

Staff Reporter

A 27-year-old woman from
the Chinese mainland has been
arrested for falsely reporting a
rape after her client refused to pay
a last-minute price hike following
a consensual sexual encounter,
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman
Lei Chi Hou said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

The suspect, surnamed Xiao,
turned to the police in revenge
after the victim, also a resident
of the mainland, blocked her on
social media to avoid paying the
extra money.

The victim, a middle-aged man,
met Xiao at a casino in Macau on
Saturday last week and agreed to
pay her 1,000 yuan (1,193 patacas)
for sex.

The man transferred the money
to Xiao before they engaged in sex in
a residential flat in Taipa. However,
after having sex, Xiao suddenly
demanded an additional 1,300 yuan.
Although the man verbally agreed
at the time, he did not transfer the
money and subsequently blocked

her on WeChat.

Furious at being brushed off,
Xiao called the police to report
that she had been raped in the flat.
The Public Security Police (PSP)
transferred the case to the Judiciary
Police in the early hours of Sunday
for a follow-up investigation.

A forensic medical examination
revealed that Xiao had only a
single minor bruise on her arm,
which was determined not to have
been caused by a sexual assault.

Furthermore, CCTV footage
and messaging logs revealed that
the pair had acted consensually
throughout the encounter, even
displaying affection towards each
other as they left the flat. There
were no signs of coercion, physical
struggle, or sexual assault.

PJ officers established that Xiao
had fabricated the rape allegation
out of resentment after the victim
broke his promise to pay the extra
money.

Xiao has been transferred to
the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP) and faces a charge of falsely
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Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman Lei
Chi Hou speaks during yesterday’s
press conference.

- Photo courtesy of TDM

reporting a crime.

The case announced yesterday
comes shortly after the Judiciary
Police reported a similar incident
last week. In that instance, a
35-year-old mainland woman
was arrested for falsely accusing
a client of rape after her attempt
to blackmail him for 80,000 yuan
failed when a condom slipped off
during commercial sex. B
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Philippines must make
correct decisions as
bilateral relations reach
crossroads: Wang Yi

Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, shakes with with Philippine Foreign Affairs

Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro in Manila yesterday.

MANILA - The China-
Philippines relations now stand
at a crossroads, and it falls to the
Philippine side to make correct,
rational decisions about the path
ahead, Foreign Minister Wang Yi
said yesterday.

Wang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee,
made the remarks during his
meeting with Philippine Foreign
Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa
Lazaro in Manila, the Philippines.

The Chinese foreign minister
elaborated on China’s stern position
to the Philippine side and lodged a
strong protest against the reckless
conduct of Philippine personnel
ramming Chinese law-enforcement
vessels at Ren’ai Jiao.

Wang stated that China-
Philippines relations have been
beset by persistent difficulties
and challenges over the past few
years, which is clearly in neither
side’s interest and impedes the
Philippines’ own development. Both
sides ought to jointly uphold the
hard-won peace and development
in the region, yet the Philippines
is moving in the opposite direction
to other regional countries, turning
itself into a source of disruption to
regional peace and stability.

Facts have proven that allowing
external forces to meddle in
regional affairs and deliberately
hyping up maritime disputes will
only reduce the Philippines to a
pawn manipulated by others, Wang
said, adding that any attempt at
provocation backed by external
countries will ultimately leave
the Philippines bearing the bitter
consequences of its own making.

It is unfortunate that whenever
China and the Philippines prepare
to launch dialogue, certain forces
within the Philippines, particularly
those from the military and law
enforcement, deliberately stir up
trouble to derail dialogue progress.
These parties harbor malicious

- Xinhua

intentions: rather than prioritising
the well-being of the Filipino
people, they act on the instructions
of external forces to advance
personal interests, Wang said.

He emphasized that to develop
China-Philippines relations, it is
crucial to grasp the right direction.
China has never constituted a
security threat to the Philippines,
nor has it ever invaded or colonized
the country throughout history.

It is an objective reality that
the two sides have disputes over
territorial claims and maritime
delimitation, Wang noted, saying that
China has consistently committed to
managing differences and stabilizing

the situation through bilateral
dialogue and consultation. The
Philippines, however, abandoned

bilateral negotiation mechanisms,
assembled an ad hoc “arbitral
tribunal” urged by extraterritorial
forces, and manufactured and hyped
up the so-called award, which is

illegal and void.
China has never accepted,
participated, or recognized this

“award” from the very outset,
he said. The Philippines should
immediately stop its provocative
actions on maritime issues, abide
by the commitments it has made
to China to date, and take tangible
steps to stabilize bilateral ties, Wang
said.

Lazaro remarked that the
Philippines and China share a
long history of exchanges, and are
and will always be each other’s
neighbor. The Philippines remains
committed to the one-China policy
and its diplomatic commitments
established upon the normalization
of bilateral relations. There is but
one China in the world, and Taiwan
is an inalienable part of China’s
territory. She said the Philippine
side hopes to work out proper
solutions to maritime issues via
dialogue and achieve progress in the
improvement of bilateral ties.

— Xinhua
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Necessary for China, Brazil
to maintain strategic
communication, strengthen
strategic coordination: Wang Yi

MANILA - Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said in Manila yesterday
said that it is necessary for China
and Brazil to maintain strategic
communication, strengthen
strategic coordination, and deepen
strategic cooperation.

Wang said during a meeting with
his Brazilian counterpart Mauro
Vieira that under the strategic
guidance of the two heads of
state, China and Brazil have made
positive progress in jointly building
a community with a shared future
for a more just world and a more
sustainable planet.

Wang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee,
said the strategic partnership between
the two countries has always been at
the forefront internationally, noting
Brazil is an emerging economy with
global influence and a representative
force of the Global South.

China is pleased to see Brazil
play a greater role in international
affairs and appreciates Brazil’s
efforts to uphold justice and stand
up for the rights of developing
countries, he said, adding that China
will continue to support Brazil
in safeguarding its sovereignty,
security, and development interests,
and trusts that Brazil will, as
always, respect and support China
in upholding its core interests.

China is ready to work with
Brazil to implement the important
consensus reached by the two heads
of state, strengthen cooperation in
areas such as aerospace, connectivity,
and artificial intelligence, and
provide greater impetus for each
other’s development, Wang said.

He said that China welcomes
Brazil to join the World Artificial
Intelligence Cooperation Organization,
so as to safeguard common interests
and deepen mutually beneficial
cooperation in the new round of
technological revolution.

Vieira noted that the leaders
of both countries have maintained
close communication, established
a high level of mutual trust, and
jointly guided bilateral relations to
a high level. The two sides have
maintained frequent exchanges at
all levels, and bilateral trade volume
reached a new high last year.

Brazil looks forward to working
with China to further deepen
cooperation in finance, trade, and other
areas, and strengthen coordination
on multilateral platforms such as the
United Nations and BRICS, said Vieira.

He said Brazil is very pleased to
join the World Artificial Intelligence
Cooperation Organization initiated
by China and looks forward to
taking this as an opportunity to
advance scientific and technological
innovation cooperation.  — Xinhua
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Wang Yi urges US to properly
manage differences, address
China’s legitimate concerns

US Secretary
of State Marco

MANILA — Pushing back against
aseries of recent negative US remarks
and actions, Foreign Minister Wang
Yi yesterday urged the US side to
respect China’s core interests, uphold
the one-China principle, properly
manage differences, and address
China’s legitimate concerns.

Wang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee, made the remarks
when meeting with US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio in Manila,
the Philippines.

Wang said this year marks a
pivotal moment for China-US
relations, following a historic
summit in Beijing where the

Rubio (right)

two heads of state set the course

for a constructive China-US
relationship of strategic stability.
This, he said, represents

important progress in the two major
powers’ exploration of peaceful
coexistence, serving the fundamental
interests of both peoples and
meeting the shared expectations of
the international community.

The task of both sides now is
to stay on the track laid out by the
two heads of state by overcoming
distractions and obstacles to turn
their consensus into understanding
and concrete action  across
government and sectors, Wang said.

Wang called for joint efforts to
promote world peace and security

takes partin a
bilateral meeting
with his Chinese
counterpart
Wang Yi (left) on
the sidelines of
the Association
of Southeast
Asian Nations
(ASEAN)
Foreign
Ministers’
Meeting in
Pasay, Metro
Manila,
yesterday.

- Xinhua

through bilateral strategic stability
and provide a strong impetus for
international cooperation through
constructive interactions between
China and the United States.

The two sides also exchanged
views on international and regional
hotspot issues.

Both sides viewed yesterday’s
meeting as practical, positive and
constructive. They agreed to give
play to the role of political and
diplomatic channels, make good
preparations for the next stage of
China-US high-level exchanges,
and advance substantive progress
in building a constructive China-
US relationship of strategic
stability. — Xinhua

China stands with ASEAN in reinforcing unity against new challenges, uncertainties: Wang Yi

MANILA - China stands ready
to work with the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
in forging closer cooperation for the
well-being of the region’s peoples
and in reinforcing unity to tackle
new challenges and uncertainties,
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said in
Manila yesterday.

Wang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee,
made the remarks when attending the
China-ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in Manila, the Philippines.

While lauding the fruitful
outcomes of China-ASEAN
cooperation, Wang expressed China’s
readiness to work with ASEAN to
ensure their partnership continues
to serve as an engine for Asia’s
development and revitalization,
a model for Asia-Pacific regional
cooperation, and a benchmark for
the solidarity and self-strengthening
of the Global South.

China’s 4 proposals

Wang put forward four proposals
during the meeting:

First, to safeguard the regional
environment  for peace  and
development. Wang said all sides
should champion the Asian values

of peace, cooperation, openness
and inclusiveness, firmly reject
unjustified  external interference,

i

Representatives attending the China-ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting pose for a group photo in Manila, the Philippines,
yesterday. Foreign Minister Wang Yi (fifth from left), also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee, co-hosted the meeting, which was attended by foreign ministers of ASEAN members as well as the secretary-

general of the ASEAN.

oppose patching up exclusive small
groupings, refuse to be drawn into
camp-based confrontation, and never
allow militarism to stage a comeback.
Second, to bolster the resilience
of regional development. Wang
said that all sides should stay
committed to open cooperation,
deepen development integration,
advance the China-ASEAN Free
Trade Area 3.0, and implement the
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership at a high standard, while
enhancing food, energy security, and
supply chain stability in the region.
Third, to advance green and
innovation-driven development.

Wang said that all sides should
expand cooperation in emerging areas
such as the digital economy, artificial
intelligence, and submarine cables.

Efforts should be made to explore
synergy with the ASEAN Digital
Economy Framework Agreement,
and step up collaboration in climate
response, clean energy, green
agriculture, and the blue economy,
he added.

Fourth, to remain people-
centered. Wang said that all sides
should promote inclusive and
equitable development to ensure
that the outcomes of China-
ASEAN cooperation are tangible

- Xinhua

and accessible and deliver greater
benefits to the people of all countries.

China stands ready to enhance
exchanges and cooperation with
ASEAN in poverty reduction,
public health, education, youth,
think tanks, tourism, media, culture,
and other fields, he noted.

On the South China Sea, Wang
urged regional states to strictly honor
the Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea.

He called on regional countries
to resist external attempts to stoke
tensions, reject any nation’s efforts
to stir trouble in the South China
Sea, and keep the initiative for

safeguarding regional peace and
stability firmly in their own hands.

Stressing that a critical window
for finalizing the Code of Conduct
in the South China Sea is now open,
Wang called on all parties to seize the
opportunity, fend off interference,
and deliver on that objective.

All parties concurred that China
is one of ASEAN’s most important
neighbors and dialogue partners, as
well as its largest trading partner.

In the face of a turbulent
international landscape, ASEAN
countries look forward to closer
strategic coordination with China
to bolster their own development
resilience and advance high-quality
connectivity.

They also seek to deepen
cooperation in trade and investment,
the digital economy, artificial
intelligence,  climate  change,
clean energy, and the fight against
transnational crime.

All sides expressed the hope of
reaching a Code of Conduct in the
South China Sea as early as possible
this year, in a joint effort to uphold
peace and stability in the region.

The meeting adopted the joint
statement of the China-ASEAN
foreign ministers on addressing the
impact of the evolving situation
in the Middle East on the region
and strengthening regional energy
cooperation. — Xinhua
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Indian student protests keep
pressure on Mod

Julie Fraysse

NEW DELHI - Crowds
of supporters of India’s online
“cockroach”  movement  grew
yesterday at a New Delhi protest
site, while their demands for
accountability and reform following
examination scandals echoed in
rallies across the country.

The protests, led by the social
media-driven Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) movement, have emerged as
one of the biggest challenges to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government
since his re-election in 2024.

The campaign also got a boost
yesterday inside parliament from
opposition lawmakers including
Rahul Gandhi of the Congress party
who demanded the government
apologise for a police crackdown on
a major rally on Monday.

Protesters ~ demanding  the
resignation of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan have refused
to leave the Jantar Mantar site in
the heart of the Indian capital, with
crowds swelling to several thousand
people yesterday, according to AFP
correspondents.

“The government is ruining
our future,” said Pooja Kushi, a
19-year-old student who came from
the northern state of Haryana with
her brother and two friends.

The movement has spread
beyond the capital, with smaller
demonstrations springing up across
the country yesterday including
in major cities like Mumbai and
Bengaluru.

In eastern Patna city, police used
tear gas and water cannons at a rally
demanding Pradhan’s resignation,
according to the Press Trust of India
news agency.

The protesters, most of them
young students, got a major boost
on Tuesday after opposition parties
threw their weight behind the
movement, staging a sit-in outside
the prime minister’s residence.

Gandhi, 56, who was briefly
detained on Tuesday, appeared in
parliament yesterday dressed in
black, demanding accountability
from the government.

He later told reporters students
had his full support, “and we are
going to ensure that you are protected
and your future is protected”.

Demonstrators gather beside posters during a protest at Freedom Park in Bengaluru
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yesterday in solidarity with the ongoing protest at New Delhi’s Jantar Mantar
demanding the resignation of India’s Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over

alleged NEET exam irregularities.

‘Keep going’

The CJP movement, which has
millions of followers on social
media, emerged in May initially as
a satirical response to Chief Justice
Surya Kant reportedly likening
young people to “cockroaches” and
“parasites” during a court hearing.

The movement has broadened
its agenda to include concerns over
unemployment, opportunities for
young people and what it describes
as Modi’s increasingly authoritarian
style of governance.

On Monday, police fired tear gas
and baton-charged tens of thousands
of demonstrators as they tried to march
to parliament on the opening day of
the monsoon session, in the capital’s
largest street rally in five years.

As tensions escalated, protesters
responded by hurling stones.

Rights groups have accused
police of using excessive force, with
Amnesty International questioning

the “legality, necessity, and
proportionality” of their actions.
At the Jantar Mantar site,

where a group of activists has been
camping for nearly a month, one
protester yesterday said it was the
first time the country’s youth had an
opportunity to raise their voice.

“I am scared because on Monday
I saw the police beating people and
using force, but we have no choice
but to keep our movement going,”
Kavya, a 20-year-old student who
gave only his first name, told AFP.

“If we stop, it will be hard to get
the movement going again,” he said,
adding it was difficult to imagine a

- AFP

future in India.

“As soon as you raise your voice,
you’re silenced,” he said. “Who
wants to stay in this country when
you see what’s happening here?”

“The whole system has to
change” and political leaders must
be “held accountable for their
actions”, Kavya added.

Minister promises
‘solutions’

The protests follow several exam
irregularities, including the leak of
India’s medical entrance examination
paper that forced more than two
million candidates to retake the test.

Another dispute involving the
online marking of examinations taken
by nearly two million high school
students has also fuelled public anger.

Pradhan, the education
minister facing growing pressure
particularly over the medical school
examination, said the government
remained committed to reform and
discussing the issue in parliament.

“We owethem (students) answers,
reforms and accountability,” he said
in a social media post late Tuesday,
in his first public comments since
Monday’s protests.

“They deserve certainty over
chaos, solutions over slogans and
responsibility over disruption.”

At the Jantar Mantar protest
site, where police set up yellow
barricades, 25-year-old  activist
Aakash said he will keep going
“until a new government is in place”.

“I want to build a new India... we
have the support of all of India.” — AF/P

S Korean restaurant owner faces jail for ant sorbet

SEOUL — The owner of a South
Korean Michelin-starred restaurant
is facing one year in jail for
garnishing a palate-cleansing sorbet
with black ants “to add a sour taste”,
local media said.

Seoul prosecutors requested the
prison term for the anonymous owner
of the unnamed eatery at a Monday
court hearing for violating food safety
regulations, the reports said.

Under South Korean law, only 10
insect species are approved for human
consumption, including grasshoppers
and brown mealworm larvae.

But the restaurant, which
holds two prized Michelin stars, is

accused of serving the forbidden
insects imported from Thailand
and the US, a food safety ministry
statement said.

Local media said the ants were
served atop a sorbet.

Authorities  launched  their
probe last year, according to a food
ministry statement, claiming the chef
topped the icy desserts with “three to
five” ants “to add a sour taste”.

He made around 12,000 sales
worth 120 million won ($81,000)
over nearly four years until January
2025, the statement said.

One evidence photograph released
by the ministry showed a can labelled

“Cuisine Black Ants” in a round tin.

In addition to the prison term,
prosecutors asked the Seoul Western
District Court to issue a 20 million
won fine, local outlet Newsis news
agency reported.

The defendant’s lawyers argued
the ant-topped confections were
served only to customers who had
consented in advance, the outlet said.

“I apologise for this incident,
which arose from my failure to fully
understand the relevant regulations,”
the defendant reportedly said in his
closing statement.

The court is due to deliver its
ruling in early September.  — AFP
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Indonesia cuts more than
US$2 billion in free meal budget

JAKARTA - Indonesia has
further cut the budget of President
Prabowo Subianto’s flagship free
meal programme by more than
USS$2 billion, officials said, in a
move expected to reduce access to
the scheme.

The multi-billion dollar meal
programme is one of Prabowo’s
signature policies, but its imple-
mentation has been marred with
mass poisonings and corruption.

The budget for the programme
for this year has been cut from
268 trillion rupiah (US$14.9
billion) to 229 trillion rupiah,
the National Nutrition Agency
secretary Lili Khamiliyah told a
news conference on Tuesday.

Indonesia originally allocated
335 trillion rupiah for the
programme this year, but it had
been reduced following several
budget-saving measures.

Spokeswoman Agustina
Arumsari said the figure was
provisional, adding further cuts
could come as the agency reviewed
the programme’s implementation.

“We were given a month by the
president to improve the management
(of the programme),” she said.

“What is clear is that there will
be a reduction in beneficiaries. The
president said he no longer targets
certain numbers but (wants) to
improve quality, ensure it’s on target
and prevent further poisonings.”

The programme currently
serves some  62.7  million
recipients, said Agustina, who did
not detail how many people would
be impacted by the latest cut.

Tuesday’s announcement was
the latest reduction to the scheme.

The agency said last month
that the free meal scheme was
suspended during school holidays,
which was expected to save more
than three trillion rupiah.

In March, the agency cut the
distribution of meals from six days
a week to five, aiming to save up
to 40 trillion rupiah as the country
sought to cushion the economic
impact from the Middle East war.

The agency’s head Nanik
Sudaryati Deyang announced on
Facebook yesterday that she was
stepping down from her position,
citing health reasons.

Prabowo  previously  fired
Nanik’s  predecessor  Dadan
Hindayana and two deputies, who
have since been accused of “crimes
in management” of the agency.

The free meal scheme had an
original goal of reaching at least
82.9 million children and pregnant
and breastfeeding women —
nearly one-third of the country’s
population.

More than 20 percent of
children in Indonesia are affected
by stunting caused by severe
malnutrition. —AFP

Myanmar leader to meet Thai PM
August 6-7 in Bangkok

MANILA — Myanmar leader
Min Aung Hlaing will meet with
Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul August 6 and 7
in Bangkok, Thailand’s foreign
minister told AFP on Tuesday.

Sihasak Phuangketkeow
confirmed the sit-down after what
he said was a “frank and candid”
discussion with Southeast Asian
foreign ministers in Manila on
how best to pursue Myanmar’s
return to the diplomatic fold.

While still a member of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), Myanmar has
been formally excluded from the
bloc’s major meetings since the

junta’s 2021 coup toppled Aung

San Suu Kyi’s democratically
elected government.

Thailand, which shares a
long border with civil war-torn
Myanmar and hosts millions of its
refugees, has been leading a push
for the pariah state’s reintegration
that has exposed deep divisions
among members.

On Tuesday, Sihasak told AFP
that coup leader turned president
Min Aung Hlaing’s upcoming
visit to Thailand was part of “a
dual-track approach”.

“There are pressing bilateral
issues we have to deal with, issues
of ... transnational crime, scams, or
the issue of drugs,” he said, adding
the approach did not mean an

abandonment of ASEAN’s long-
standing five-point peace plan.

But he also said he had asked
ASEAN counterparts to think
about “how we measure progress”
at a recent meeting in Bangkok
with Myanmar Foreign Minister
Tin Maung Swe.

“If the government in
Myanmar provides access (to Suu
Kyi) to the ASEAN special envoy,
is that a measure of progress? If
there’s some reduction of violence,
let’s say along the Thai-Myanmar
border ... is that progress?”

“Our point was that we have
to be realistic,” he said. “It’s not
going to happen overnight. Some
progress will come incrementally.”

He added that he hoped that
the heavily restricted elections
that saw Min Aung Hlaing
installed as president would open
the door to fresh talks with the
country’s armed ethnic groups and
democratic opposition.

“Maybe we can help facilitate
dialogue with those ethnic groups
along the Thai side of the border,” he
added. “That’s the building block.”

Earlier in the day, Philippine
Foreign Minister Theresa Lazaro
had said the bloc was considering
the appointment of a long-term,
permanent envoy to Myanmar,
conceding the current yearly
rotation system had “not really
been effective”. —AFP
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Cambodia burns US$500 million
worth of illicit drugs: deputy PM

KANDAL -  Cambodia
destroyed 5.62 tonnes of illicit drugs
and precursor chemicals valued
at US$500 million on Tuesday,
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sar Sokha said.

Speaking at a drug-burning
ceremony in southern Kandal
province’s Ponhea Leu district,
Sokha said the event sent a clear
message of zero tolerance to
traffickers. “This clearly reflects
the government’s vision to build
a drug-free Cambodia,” he said.

Sokha also praised law
enforcement for relentlessly
tackling drug crime to maintain
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Staff members arrange seized illicit drugs fora drug-burnlng ceremony in

Kandal province, Cambodia, on Tuesday.

national peace, and
public order.

The substances were con-
fiscated during 2025 operations
in Phnom Penh capital city and
Kampong Chhnang province.

Data from the Anti-Drug
Police Department revealed that
authorities arrested 12,581 drug
suspects, including 225 foreigners,
and seized 2.38 tonnes of narcotics
in the first half of 2026 alone.

The Southeast Asian country has
no death penalty for drug trafficking.
However, trafficking over 80
grams of illicit drugs can result in
imprisonment for life. — Xinhua

security,

- Xinhua

Sri Lanka probes US$715 million
in suspected illicit outward
remittances

COLOMBO - Sri
Lankan police have informed
Parliament’s Committee  on
Public Finance that about
US$715 million may have been
earned through criminal activities
and remitted using false import
documents, local media outlet
Daily Mirror reported yesterday.

Senior  Deputy  Inspector
General of Police Asanga Karawita,
who is leading the investigation,
briefed the committee on the
progress of the inquiry.

The investigation followed
a recent statement by President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake that
nearly US$1 billion had been
transferred out of Sri Lanka

since 2023 as advance payments
for imports. The funds were sent
through telegraphic transfers, but
corresponding goods were not

brought into the country.
The president told the
parliament  that investigators

were examining whether money
generated through drug trafficking,
corruption and organized crime
had been moved overseas through
the transactions. He also alleged
that certain bank branches and
managers had facilitated them.
Following the allegations, the
committee  questioned officials
from the Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
Sri Lanka Customs, the Finance
Ministry and the police. — Xinhua

Over 40 killed by flash floods
in eastern Afghanistan: UN

KABUL - More than 40
people have been killed, dozens
injured and several others remain
missing after torrential rains
triggered flash floods in eastern
Afghanistan, the United Nations
said, local media outlet Tolo
news reported yesterday:.

The floods caused extensive
damage to homes, public infrastruc-
ture and commercial properties,
while search and rescue operations
remain underway in the affected ar-
eas, according to the report.

The United Nations and

its humanitarian partners
are conducting rapid needs
assessments and  mobilizing
emergency  assistance,  with
priority given to temporary shelter,
food, healthcare services, essential
household items and psychosocial
support for affected families.
Humanitarian agencies are
coordinating closely with local
authorities to deliver aid, although
damaged roads and difficult terrain
continue to hamper access to some
of'the worst-affected communities,
the report said. — Xinhua
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Japan suffers heat ‘disaster’ as
cities hit by cruelly hot’days

TOKYO - Japanese cities are
experiencing “cruelly hot days”,
new meteorological term devised this
year to warn people of intense heat
above 40C, with emergency officials
describing the soaring temperatures
yesterday as “a disaster”.

Heatstroke alerts were issued
across almost the whole country and
emergency officials said at least 14
people had died from heat-related
causes in the past week.

Three central cities logged
scorching temperatures on Tuesday
above the new threshold, called
“kokushobi” and which translates to
“cruelly hot day”, according to the
Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA).

Large areas, including the central
hub of Nagoya and communities
near Tokyo in the east, were enduring
temperatures approaching or above
40C yesterday.

The new term was designed to draw
greater public attention to heat-related
warnings, although it does not trigger
any official measures nationwide.

The JMA has issued heatstroke
alerts in 41 out of Japan’s 47
prefectures, urging the public —
especially the country’s many elderly
— to take steps to stay cool.

Almost 11,000 people sought
emergency medical care in Japan in
the past week, according to the Fire
and Disaster Management Agency.

Fourteen ofthose were pronounced
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People sleep in a park on a hot day in Tokyo yesterday.

dead upon arrival, the agency said,
adding that the public must regard the
extreme heat as a “disaster”.

“Temperatures have been rising
since mid-July, and severe heat is
expected to continue nationwide,”
the disaster agency said.

“It is no exaggeration to call this
extreme heat a ‘disaster’ with many
people being rushed to hospitals or even
dying as a result of heatstroke,” it said.

Minoru Kihara, the government’s
top spokesman, said Tokyo was
attempting to ease the impact of the
extreme heat with measures that
include installing air conditioners in
school gyms and pressing businesses
to adhere to sound workplace practices.

Japan experiences about 1,300 heat-
related deaths annually and is aiming to
halve that number by 2030, he said.

“We ask all citizens to check the
status of heatstroke alerts in their local

- AFP

areas, use air conditioners and other
cooling devices appropriately to stay in
a cool environment, and frequently drink
water and take some salt,” Kihara said.

“We urge everyone to take these
life-saving precautions.”

In the rural Tochigi region,
north of Tokyo, an 85-year-old
man was found collapsed inside the
greenhouse of his farm on Tuesday.
He was later confirmed dead, a local
fire spokeswoman told AFP.

“The greenhouse was extremely
hot inside,” she said.

Scientists say human-induced
climate change is increasing the
frequency and intensity of extreme
heat events in Japan and elsewhere.

Japan sweltered through its
hottest summer on record last year.

Its highest recorded temperature
was registered on August 5, 2025, at
41.8C in Isesaki, north of Tokyo. — AFP

Scientists uncover new clues to DNA regulation that
could aid future cancer treatments

MELBOURNE -  Scientists
in Australia have uncovered new
insights into how cells regulate DNA
methylation, a fundamental process
that helps keep potentially harmful viral
elements in our genome under control.

The study, led by Australia’s
Peter MacCallum Cancer Center
and published in Nature Genetics,
focused on understanding how the
enzyme DNMTI, which maintains
DNA methylation, is regulated
within cells, according to a Peter
Mac statement yesterday.

Human DNA contains about
20,000 genes, accounting for only
around 2 percent of the genome,
while more than half of our DNA

consists of ancient viral sequences
that entered the human genome
millions of years ago during
evolution, the statement said.
Researchers said cells keep these
viral elements silent through DNA
methylation, which attaches chemical
tags to DNA that prevent harmful viral
sequences from becoming active.
Scientists have long known
that DNMT1 maintains DNA
methylation, but how its activity is
regulated has remained unclear. Peter
Mac clinician-scientist Jesse Balic,
who co-led the study, said learning
how to precisely manipulate this
enzyme could open new avenues for
treating cancer and other diseases.

The researchers found that
blocking DNMT1 with specific
drugs reduced DNA methylation,
reactivating previously silent viral
regions of the genome.

“Even though there is no real virus
present, the cell acts as if it is under
attack, triggering an internal antiviral
response that can lead to cell death,”
said Peter Mac Professor Mark Dawson,
adding that a better understanding of
the process could help researchers
selectively target cancer cells.

Because DNA methylation is also
used by most plants and animals,
the research may have implications
beyond medicine, including
agriculture, Dawson said. — Xinhua

Indian tunnel collapse death toll rises to 20

NEW DELHI — The death toll
from a tunnel collapse at an under-
construction hydroelectric project in
India’s remote northeast has risen to
at least 20, officials said yesterday.

The incident occurred on Monday
in Namchi district in the Himalayan
state of Sikkim, where workers were
constructing a tunnel for a state-run
hydropower project on the Teesta river.

“Out of the 25 who were trapped,
13 bodies have been recovered so
far,” Rajiv Roka, director of the
Sikkim State Disaster Management
Authority, told AFP.

“The rescuers have also seen seven
to eight more bodies inside but they have

not been able to retrieve them so far.”

Water-logging and methane gas
leaking from wunderground rock
formations at the site were hampering
rescue efforts, officials said.

“There was a collection of water...
it was around two-and-a-half feet
(0.76 metres) so it’s been difficult to
retrieve the bodies,” Roka said.

“Looking at the condition, I don’t
think there could be any survivors.”

The region has seen torrential
monsoon rains in recent days.

The collapse was triggered by an
“explosive release of suspected methane
gas trapped/embedded in the rocks,
resulting in the generation of dense

smoke and toxic gases”, the National
Hydroelectric  Power  Corporation
(NHPC) said in a statement.

“A detailed investigation will be
conducted to ascertain the cause of
the incident,” the company added.

Accidents on large infrastructure
construction sites are common in
India, but environmental experts say
excessive development projects have
led to more disasters in the fragile
Himalayan areas.

In 2023, 41 workers were rescued
after 17 days of being trapped under
a Himalayan road tunnel that had
collapsed in northern Uttarakhand
state. —AFP
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Trump threatens to bomb Iran’s bridges, power plants as
payback for Hormuz attacks

TEHRAN - US President
Donald Trump threatened yesterday
to knock out one Iranian bridge or
power plant in return for each attack
on shipping in the Strait of Hormuz,
warning he was “not finished”
with a war that has already cost
Washington US$37.5 billion.

Fighting over the strait led to
the collapse of a preliminary deal
between the United States and
Iran, and Tehran has reimposed its
blockade on the strategic conduit
for oil and gas shipments, firing on
vessels that seek to transit.

The blockade has rattled markets
and sent oil prices climbing, adding
to the pressure on Trump to find an
off-ramp to a conflict that has hit
Americans’ pocketbooks heading
into  closely-fought  midterm
elections.

“Any time the Islamic Republic
of Iran shoots at a ship in the Strait
of Hormuz, whether it be by Missile,
Rocket, Drone, or any other device
or weapon, the United States will
bomb and destroy ONE BRIDGE
OR POWER PLANT,” Trump
wrote on social media, reiterating
his longstanding threat to go after
Iranian infrastructure.

But top US diplomat Marco
Rubio maintained Washington is
still willing to find a negotiated
agreement with Tehran.

“We remain open to working
it out in a negotiated way. But
right now, they don’t seem to be
serious about that,” Rubio said at an
ASEAN meeting in Manila.

Iranian foreign ministry

spokesman Esmaeil Baqgaei had
previously said that diplomatic
exchanges with Washington through
mediators were continuing.

Yesterday afternoon, a US
missile hit Larak island in the strait,
Iran’s Tasnim news agency reported,
saying the extent of the damage was
being investigated.

Trump has faced intense political
pressure to end the conflict, which
is unpopular even with segments of
his political base as it nears its five-
month mark.

Critics have pointed to the
cost, which Pentagon chief Pete
Hegseth said on Tuesday had soared
to US$37.5 billion, defending
a request for tens of billions in
additional funding for the military.

But Trump himself has so far
bucked the pressure, saying on
Tuesday: “We’re not finished at
all... we’re not leaving right now.”

Pickaxe Mountain

The US military said it had
launched an eleventh consecutive
night of strikes against Iran, saying
it targeted military sites to “further
degrade Iran’s ability to threaten
commercial shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz”.

Trump had said earlier that
the next US target could be an
underground complex known as
Pickaxe Mountain, or Kolang in
Persian, a site near Natanz where
Western  intelligence  agencies
suspect Iran is building an
undeclared nuclear enrichment
facility.

US President Donald Trump (left) and Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth (second
from left salute as a US Army carry team carries the flag-draped transfer case
containing the remains of Sgt. Swinton killed in action on Sunday at Erbil Air Base in

Iraq.

Iran threatened reprisals, with
the Khatam Al-Anbiya military
command saying it would “consider
it as an expansion of war” if such an
attack were carried out, threatening
strikes on “all the interests of
America, the allies and supporters”,
the state broadcaster reported.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Baqaei, meanwhile, insisted that
“Washington’s obsessive focus on
Kolang Kouh where no nuclear
activity is taking place is nothing
more than a fabricated pretext

-AFP

saying it was important that the
IAEA check on Iran’s stockpile of
highly enriched uranium.

Missiles intercepted

The threats came as Tehran
pressed its assault on targets in US-
allied Gulf states.

Kuwait’s army said its air
defences were engaging drones
from Iran, while Jordan said it had
shot down four Iranian missiles and
four drones.

Air alert sirens also sounded in

for aggression, destruction, and
sabotage”.

The head of the UN nuclear
watchdog, Rafael Grossi, told the
BBC that inspectors “should be
there already” in reference to Iran,

Yemen'’s Houthis sent radio warning
to ships: Int’l Chamber of Shipping

DUBAI - Yemen’s Iran-
backed Houthis have been
recorded sending radio warnings
to ships, the International
Chamber of Shipping told
AFP yesterday, after the rebels
announced a naval blockade of
Saudi Arabia.

On Monday, the Houthis
announced a maritime embargo of
Saudi Arabia, escalating the US-
Iran war and threatening global
oil markets by trying to hamper
the top petrol exporter’s ability to
bypass the Strait of Hormuz.

“We can confirm that
the Houthis were recorded
transmitting a warning message to
ships in the region,” the ICS said.

Christopher Long, the
intelligence director at
international risk management

and maritime security company
Neptune P2P Group, had earlier
told AFP that the Houthis
broadcast a message via radio to
ships about the blockade.

The message “was recorded...
by a ship in the Bab el Mandeb
Strait” on Monday, he said.

It went as follows: “’Yemeni
naval force calling you on channel
1-6, according to the decision of

e

B
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University students walk over depictions of the Israeli and US flags while
marching in a demonstration to show their support for the Houthi movement
amid escalating tensions with Saudi Arabia, on the Sanaa University campus in

Yemen'’s Houthi-held capital Sanaa yesterday.

Yemeni armed forces in the date
of July 2-0, 2-0-2-6, including
prevent navigation to Saudi ships
because of the constant siege to
Yemeni nation, so we warn all
ships belonging to Saudi enemy
to proceed via the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden, in case of non-
compliance of Yemeni armed
forces decision, those ships will
be in our target, over.”

-AFP

The Houthis did not say how
they would enforce their blockade
and have so far not attacked any
ships.

If enforced, the embargo
could further strain Saudi Arabia’s
economy by cutting off access to
its Red Sea ports, which have been
vital for oil exports as renewed
fighting limits passage through the
Strait of Hormuz. —AFP

Bahrain, with an AFP correspondent
in the capital Manama hearing an
explosion.

The Iranian military said it
targeted US assets in Kuwait and
Bahrain, including air defence

systems, radar installations and
administrative buildings.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
also said they had targeted US bases
in Jordan.

After Tehran’s Houthi allies
in Yemen threatened to blockade
Saudi ports, Trump said he would
“take care of” the rebels if they

followed through.
It remains unclear how the
Houthis would enforce such

a blockade, but it would only
compound the effects of the Hormuz
closure.

Brent Crude, the global
benchmark, briefly topped US$95 a
barrel for the first time in six weeks
on Wednesday, but shed some of the
gains.

The Houthis are yet to resume
their attacks on shipping, but
maritime  intelligence  provider
Vanguard Tech said a Singapore-
flagged tanker and a Liberia-flagged
tanker both “reversed course” in the
Red Sea after loading crude at the
Saudi port of Yanbu.

If the Houthis make good on
the threat, they could endanger
Riyadh’s ability to bypass the Strait
of Hormuz for some oil exports,
with major repercussions for the
global economy.

During the Gaza war that began
in October 2023, the Yemeni rebels
attacked shipping in the Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden, forcing vessels
to make a long detour around Africa
and prompting a US bombing
campaign.

—AFP

Dubai offers discounts to
residents bringing in tourists

DUBAI — Dubai will offer more
than US$800 worth of discounts and
deals to residents who bring friends
and family to visit, the emirate’s
media office said yesterday, as
months of war have battered its
tourism sector.

“The Dubai Department of
Economy and Tourism launches
‘A Dubai Invite’, inviting residents
to become ambassadors of the city
by welcoming their loved ones to
Dubai,” the Dubai media office
said in a post on X, adding that the
programme would run until the end
of October.

Summers are usually a low
season for tourists in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), a mostly desert
country where temperatures can
reach 50C.

The Dubai government website
says residents wishing to invite friends
and family to visit from July 20 to
October 31 can “receive benefits worth
over AED 3,000 (US$816), including
hotel stays, dining experiences,
attraction tickets and more”.

Residents can nominate people
they wish to invite on the website to
enjoy the benefits.

With 19.5 million tourists last
year, Dubai is among the region’s top
destinations and was long seen as a

playground for the world’s rich and
famous.

Although the UAE has so far not
been hit in the latest round of US-Iran
escalation, the war that erupted in
February shattered the Gulf’s image
as a haven of stability, with Tehran
directing its fury at the oil-rich region.

The UAE bore the brunt of Iran’s
missiles and drones, which hit hotels,
including on the Palm, as well as its
landmark Burj Al Arab resort and
sent tourists fleeing during the winter
high season.

Since a shaky ceasefire came into
effect on April 8 some tourists have
trickled in, but hotels are mostly
relying on local guests, people
working in the industry have told AFP.

In May, the Dubai government
approved an economic package worth
more than US$400 million to help
businesses struggling to cope with
the aftermath of the war and Iran’s
blockade in the Strait of Hormuz.

The incentives included
exemptions from municipal fees for
hotels and restaurants, reduced fines
for customs violations and lower fees
for civil aviation permits.

In late March, Dubai authorities
had announced a first package
worth over US$270 million to help
businesses and families. —AFP
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Over 1,000 deaths
recorded in Ebola outbreak
in DRC, Uganda: WHO

GENEVA — The Ebola
outbreak declared in May has
killed more than 1,000 people
in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) and Uganda,
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) said yesterday.

In all, 2,473 cases of the deadly
virus, including 999 deaths (40.4
percent of the total number of
cases), have been confirmed in the
DRC, while 20 cases, including
two deaths have been registered in
neighbouring Uganda, according to
a WHO overview based on official
data from the two countries.

The DRC’s 17th  Ebola
outbreak was declared on May 15
after several deaths in Ituri, and
has remained concentrated in the
mineral-rich northeastern province,
plagued by armed groups.

Efforts to control the outbreak
through contact tracing requires
“enormous resources” because
of Tturi’s poverty and violence,
said Trish Newport, director
of emergency programmes for
Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
in Bunia, the provincial capital.

Some of the deceased are
buried without protective measures
by their families, accelerating the
spread of infection.

“A single death can lead to up
to 17 cases of transmission,” said
Newport.

A semblance of normality still
prevails on the streets of Bunia,

but many of its population of
nearly one million are anxious.

“I'saw three members of the same
family die in the space of a week. It
scared me so much,” says Heritier
Bomengo, a motorbike taxi driver,
who, like many of his colleagues, has
stocked up on hand sanitiser.

Cases of Ebola, which spreads
through close contact and infected
bodily fluids, have also been found
in four other DRC provinces.

The cases found in Uganda
were mostly DRC citizens who
crossed the border, and the country
says it has gone three weeks
without registering any new cases.

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus warned last week
that the outbreak had over the past
month “expanded faster than any
previous outbreak™ of Ebola.

Despite a ramping up of the
response, “the outbreak remains
ahead of us and we are still in a
phase of catching up”, Thierno
Balde, WHO’s incident manager
for Bundibugyo virus in the DRC,
told reporters on Tuesday.

There is currently no approved
vaccine or treatment for the
Bundibugyo strain behind this
outbreak.

But the WHO has reported
“encouraging  progress”, with
trials for two potential treatments,
a vaccine and a post-exposure
prophylaxis underway on the
ground. —AFP

Ex-UK water boss charged
in plot to ‘manipulate’
test results

LONDON — The former boss
of a British water company has
been charged with conspiring to
“manipulate” water quality tests
and risks up to 10 years in prison,
the government said yesterday.

The case concerns the former
head of Southern Water, which
provides water and sewage
services to millions across
southern England and has been
under fire over pollution.

The Environment Agency
public body announced the charge
yesterday after bringing the case
against the company’s former
CEO, Matthew Wright.

The country’s water firms have
drawn public ire for years due to
the discharge of large amounts of
sewage into rivers and the sea.

In response, the government has
begun to overhaul the water regulation
system, including tightening sanctions
against sector executives.

Wright and three others have
been charged over measures to
“manipulate” compulsory tests of
water quality over five years in a
conspiracy to defraud the Environ-
ment Agency and regulator Ofwat.

The charges relate to incidents
in the years between 2012 and 2017.

The accusations were made
public yesterday after the men lost
a High Court legal bid to block the
charges, in what the Environment
Agency hailed as a “significant
judgement”.

In the written ruling, Judge
Andrew Popplewell said the
allegations involved “carefully
planned and extensive fraud and
dishonesty at a high level”.

Wright faced “very
serious allegations of criminal
misconduct,” he said.

Itis an offence ifa water company
deliberately manipulates flows of
wastewater when a team comes to
take samples to test the quality.

The Environment Agency
alleges that former company
employees deliberately ensured
there was no flow when it was
believed the site might fail a test,
the judgement said.

Southern Water faces separate
charges of breaching environmental
permits over the same allegations.

In November the company
apologised after plastic pellets
washed up en masse on beaches
in southern England, saying it was
“highly likely” it was behind the
polluting incident. —AFP
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Happy birthday, George! UK
prince becomes a teenager

Akshata Kapoor

LONDON - The UK’s Prince
George, second in line to the throne,
turned 13 yesterday as he readied to
follow in his father Prince William’s
footsteps and start at the prestigious
Eton College.

Kensington = Palace  shared
a picture of the prince, as his
grandfather King Charles III and
his wife Queen Camilla wished him
“happy birthday”.

As the eldest child of the heir to
the British throne, Prince William,
and Princess Catherine, George is
set to succeed his father as king one
day.

But first, he will face another
daunting challenge: the terrible
teens and starting at Eton boarding
school in September.

According to royal commentator
Richard Fitzwilliams, the young
prince was being “inducted into
things very gradually” and as he
grows older, he would increase his
public appearances.

The prince was born on July
22, 2013, at St Mary’s Hospital in
London to a global media frenzy
and public celebrations. His full
name is George Alexander Louis.

He was quickly whisked away
on his first royal tour in April 2014,
when his parents visited New
Zealand and Australia, where the
eight-month-old was seen excitedly
interacting with the wildlife.

William, Kate and George
initially lived in a rented farmhouse
in rural Anglesey off the coast of
northwest Wales.

Shielded from cameras from an
early age, the prince’s rare public
appearances as a toddler were
exhaustively reported in the British
media, who called him “Gorgeous
George”.

Since then, his birthday
celebrations have been kept private
as well, with the family occasionally
sharing official photographs.

“William and Catherine have
done extremely well in trying to
bring him up in, in a simple way,
sort of, as normally as possible,”
Fitzwilliams told AFP.

In 2017, the family moved to an
apartment in London’s Kensington
Palace, and George had his first day
of'school at a private school in south
London.

They later moved to their long-
term home on the Windsor estate,
southwest of London, where George
has attended the private Lambrook
school since 2022, alongside his
siblings, Charlotte, 11, and Louis,
the youngest at eight.

Football and helicopters

He has already been part of
high-profile  events, appearing
alongside his family on the balcony
of Buckingham Palace for the
Trooping of the Colour ceremony,
and helping carry the train of his
grandfather’s robes during Charles’s
coronation in 2023.

Unlike Louis, who has been
pictured comically pulling faces
at events, George has appeared to
be more serious and composed in
public engagements.

“He was a bit shy in early years”,
said Fitzwilliams, pointing out he
has been seen being “helpful to
Charlotte and Louis on occasions”.

“If you look at him in the formal
occasions, I think you can see him
assuming a role reasonably easily,”
said the royal pundit.

Beyond the royal title, William
has also passed onto George his
love for football and his team Aston
Villa.

-

This new, undated and unlocated photo
of Prince George was released by

Kensington Palace yesterday. - AFP

The prince often accompanies
William to Villa games, and his
mother to the Wimbledon tennis
tournament.

He is also said to have an interest
in helicopters and could follow
in the steps of William, who has
worked as an air ambulance pilot.

In September, George will begin
boarding at Eton, but his family will
be close by in Windsor.

“This is where he’ll be, as
it were, inducted into statecraft,
history,” said Fitzwilliams.

Like his father and uncle
Harry, George will have security
at the famous secondary school,
which charges more than £63,000
(US$85,000) in annual fees.

“Now he’s a teenager, Eton
beckons,” said Fitzwilliams. “Eton
is the big step towards maturity.”

— AFP

Germany approves French-Russian

BERLIN — German authorities
said yesterday they were giving
the green light to a French-Russian
nuclear project.

The planned joint venture by
a subsidiary of French company
Framatome and Russia’s state-owned
nuclear power agency Rosatom is

nuclear project

aimed at producing fuel rods used in
Russian-designed reactors.

The project would be based at
Framatome’s fuel rod assembly
facility in the town of Lingen in the
state of Lower Saxony.

The state’s environment ministry
said in a statement yesterday it had

“decided to approve” the project.
Rosatom has been exempted
from the successive rounds of EU
sanctions imposed against Russia
after it launched its military operation
in Ukraine in February 2022.
Germany itself closed the last of its
nuclear reactors in 2023. — AFP, MPD

Rome cinema, libraries
to offer climate shelter

Rome, Italy

ROME -  Air-conditioned
cinemas in Rome will offer free
entry to help residents of the Italian
capital struggling with intense
summer heatwave, city officials
said yesterday.

Running from July 23 to August
4, the scheme will turn 11 cinemas
and 11 libraries into climate refuges.

The libraries in the scheme will
also offer visitors water.

“Climate change is unfortunately

a reality. It affects people’s lives,
their health, their social interactions
and their ability to do things during
those hours and days,” Massimiliano
Smeriglio, Rome’s Councillor for
Culture, told reporters.

He added that the project aims
to create places “where people can
also overcome the isolation caused
by not being able to stay outdoors”.

Organisers will screen 10
Italian films, with each film shown
twice a day.

Entry will be granted on a first-
come, first-served basis, subject to
venue capacity.

Rome Mayor Roberto Gualtieri
welcomed the scheme as a way of
“enjoying a film and also finding
relief from the heat”.

Rome’s average temperatures
have risen by 3C since the 1980s,
compared with around 2C in other
European capitals, according to an
ISTAT report published last month.

—AFP
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Evacuees from Spain’s wildfire
struggle with scale of devastation

Margaux Bergey

HUMANES — You can smell
the fire dozens of kilometres away,
and its smoke has partly blocked
out the sun: the huge wildfire north
of Madrid has unnerved officials
and evacuees alike.

Over the past seven days
through yesterday, hundreds of
firefighters backed by dozens of
aircraft have been battling the
blaze in Guadalajara province, 100
kilometres north of the capital.

It has forced local officials to
evacuate 1,200 people from 34 villages
in the sparsely populated area.

Among them was Lorenza
Benitez, who said she had never
before been confronted with a fire.
Now, however, she has seen the
region she loves reduced to ashes.

She was among the villagers in
Bustares who had to evacuate on
Saturday as the flames closed in.

“My Bustares, everything outside
it, all of the nature... everything has
burned,” she said. “It’s very hard,
very painful,” said the 77-year-old.

She and 74 others were given
shelter in a gym at Humanes,
further south.

‘Now it’s my turn’

Maria Isabel Benito also had to
flee.

The 57-year-old cleaning lady
said the mayor of Zarzuela de
Jadraque gave her just seconds
to retrieve her papers and the
medicines she needed before
fleeing her village home.

“It’s the first time I’ve been
through that,” she told AFP.

“Before, I watched it on the
television and thought ‘My God!
Those poor people!’. And now it’s
my turn to live through it,” she added.

She hopes her house will be intact
when she is finally allowed home.

Smoke from a wildfire rises near the town of Albendiego, in Guadalajara province,

north of Madrid, yesterday.

But the nature park of Sierra
Norte de Guadalajara “has been
entirely lost”, she said. “T’ll never
see it green again.”

The villagers have camp beds
in the gym hall and are served three
meals every day, said local Red Cross
coordinator Felipe Argémaniz.

But residents were on edge
after their ordeal,

“Imagine that your houses,
your villages were burning,” he
said. “That would hit anyone hard.”

More than the shelter, more
than the food, “being with them
and keeping them company is what
matters”, he said.

Sanchez blames climate
change
After visiting the region

Wednesday, Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez told journalists Spain had
already faced 22 major fires this
year — four times more than over the
same period last year. He blamed
climate change for the increase.
Another evacuee, 77-year-old
Pedro Llorente, needs no convincing.
“This climate change thing is

- AFP

real, even if there are some people
who won’t admit it or believe,” he
said.

He and his wife were forced
to flee Bustares with his wife and
their two chihuahuas.

“There have always been fires
— but not this fierce, not as wild as
the ones we see now,” he insisted.

Castilla-La Mancha regional
president Emiliano Garcia-Page
told reporters the fire had already
consumed around 320 km2 -
nearly a quarter of the land burned
in Spanish fires so far this year.

Strong winds and a tinder-
dry landscape meant that the fire
advanced at frightening speed,

devouring large amounts of
territory in very little time.
Yesterday, AFP journalists

recorded winds of more than
50 kilometres an hour using the
“Windy” app.

And since Tuesday, Spain has
been caught in another crushing
heatwave, with temperatures in
Guadalajara province forecast to
rise as high as 39 Celsius yesterday.

— Xinhua

Maduro back in US court

NEW YORK - Venezuela’s
ousted president Nicolds Maduro
was slated to appear before a
New York court yesterday, his
third public hearing since the US
military captured him in a stunning
nighttime raid in January.

The former leader, 63, and wife
Cilia Flores have been held in a
Brooklyn jail since the US military
operation, awaiting trial on drug

trafficking, firearms and other
charges.

US commandos snatched the pair
from their compound in Caracas on
January 3. The lightning operation
combined naval, air and ground
forces, deposing the strongman who
had led Venezuela since 2013.

In a court filing onTuesday,
prosecutors and defense lawyers

proposed a June 2027 trial date,

Demonstrators hold signs in support of ousted Venezuelan president Nicholas
Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores, outside the Daniel Patrick Moynihan Federal

Courthouse in New York City, yesterday.

- AFP

which Judge Alvin Hellerstein
could confirm at yesterday’s hearing
focused on procedural matters.

The United States in April
allowed Venezuela to pay for
Maduro’s and Flores’s legal
defence, something previously
barred by US sanctions.

The couple had sought to have
their cases dismissed on grounds
that blocking the funding violated
the US Constitution’s right to
counsel of one’s choice.

Maduro has declared himself a
“prisoner of war” and pleaded not
guilty to the four counts he faces:
“narco-terrorism” conspiracy, cocaine
importation conspiracy, possession of
machine guns and destructive devices
and conspiracy to possess machine
guns and destructive devices.

Venezuela is now led by
Maduro’s former vice president,
Delcy Rodriguez, while the United
States effectively controls the
country’s oil exports, with proceeds
going into special accounts overseen
by Washington. —AFP
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Al boom lifts Mexico tech
exports, complicating Trump
trade goals

MEXICO CITY — The United
States’ frenzied rush to build out Al
infrastructure has boosted exports of
Mexican technology, complicating
President Donald Trump’s hand
heading into trade negotiations.

Trump, who campaigned on
boosting US manufacturing, hopes to
narrow the trade deficit with Mexico
during talks to update the USMCA
free trade agreement (FTA), which
kicked off on Tuesday in Mexico City.

The Agreement between the
United States of America, the
United Mexican States, and Canada
(USMCA) was signed by the
three nations in Mexico City on
September 20, 2018. Its revised
version was signed by the trio on
December 10, 2019. It has been
affective since January 1, 2020.

But the dizzying rise in computer
equipment exports from Mexico —
the largest US trading partner — is
doing the opposite.

Between January and April,
Mexico tripled its sales of computer
equipment to the United States
compared to the same period last year,
with exports topping US$50 billion
versus just US$2.2 billion in imports,
according to AFP calculations.

The sector now makes up 30
percent of all Mexican products
shipped to the United States,
overtaking the automotive industry
as the largest component of exports.

“It’s a milestone largely driven by
demand for advanced Al electronics,”
Diego Flores, head of electronic
and digital industries at Mexico’s
Economy Ministry, told AFP.

The sector, which includes
processing units and data centrer
hardware, is not officially on the
agenda for this round of negotiations.

Explosive demand

The most in-demand products
are server racks that house Al
processing cards — a key component
for the data centres multiplying
across the United States.

The main export hub is the Pacific
state of Jalisco, dubbed the “Mexican
Silicon Valley,” where an ecosystem
of global industry giants and tech
startups have set up shop, Flores said.

Taiwanese  giant  Foxconn
assembles server racks in Jalisco,
and serves as a strategic partner to

US chip designer Nvidia.

In March, Foxconn announced
US$137 million in investments
across two Mexican subsidiaries
after estimating its production could
double this year.

“The United States and Mexico
will remain our primary production
hubs,” Chief Executive Michael
Chiang said, announcing the company
would invest 30 percent more than in
2025 to expand its Al-related capacity.

Faced with booming demand,
Flextronics, another tech manufacturer
in Jalisco, even had to repurpose its
parking lots to expand manufacturing
capacity, Flores said.

Yet the boom comes amid a
volatile political climate.

The Trump  administration
rejected a 16-year extension of the
USMCA, opting instead for annual
reviews with Mexico and Canada.

Washington is also continuing
to push for more goods to be
manufactured domestically, even
as US reliance on imports from
Mexico and China (including
Taiwan) to fuel its Al boom grows.

‘In the line of fire’

Could the thriving sector
become Trump’s next tariff target?

“Nobody can say for sure,”
Flores admitted. However, he
expressed confidence that the sector
might escape protectionist policies
due to its immense strategic value
to the United States.

Washington is also seeking to limit
the use of Asian technology within
North America, according to William
Jackson, a chief emerging markets
economist at Capital Economics.

“The Trump  administration
has to weigh the demand for these
technologies and the need to stay at
the forefront of Al development,” he
told AFP, noting that “tariffs could
prove counterproductive to that goal.”

But balancing the preservation of
abooming industry with protectionist
rhetoric puts the sector “very easily
in the line of fire,” he warned.

That risk is heightened by the
fact that Mexican manufacturers
use components sourced from the
Chinese mainland and Taiwan, which
Trump could view as a “backdoor”
or Trojan horse for Asian technology
entering the United States. — AFP

Italy seizes cocaine worth
US$286 million in banana
shipment from Ecuador

ROME - TItalian police on
Tuesday said they had seized pure
cocaine with an estimated street
value of 250 million euros (US$286
million) at a port in northwest Italy.

Some 770 kg of cocaine was
concealed in a refrigerated container
from Ecuador among dozens of pallets
of bananas found at the port of Vado
Ligure, police said in a statement.

Following a previous drug
seizure at the same port, authorities

have increased monitoring of Vado
Ligure as a potential transit point
for international trafficking.

Investigators said the port’s role
as a growing European trade hub
also makes it an attractive target for
criminal networks involved in illicit
activities.

Police earlier this month seized
340 kg of cocaine with an estimated
street value of 120 million euros in
the same port. — AFP
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CAF chief Motsepe backs
Infantino despite criticism

Football

JOHANNESBURG - African
football boss Patrice Motsepe
offered an emphatic defence of
FIFA president Gianni Infantino
yesterday, portraying him as a
devoted steward of the game and
friend of the continent.

Infantino has faced growing
criticism over FIFA’s decision
to delay a suspension for United
States striker Folarin Balogun at the
recently concluded World Cup, as
well as the introduction of hydration
breaks and the prospect of expanding
the men’s tournament to 64 teams.

“I like his deep love for
football, deep commitment
for football in the world and
support for Africa,” Motsepe told
journalists in Johannesburg.

Motsepe said the Swiss adminis-
trator “had remained loyal” to Africa
and played a key role in advancing
football across the continent.

“Gianni has played a pivotal
role in expanding opportunities
for African national teams on the
global stage,” he said, referring to
the increase in Africa’s allocation
by four direct places and an
additional playoff berth. The
continent was represented by a
record 10 teams at this year’s
tournament co-hosted by the US,
Mexico and Canada.

Infantino, who replaced Sepp
Blatter as FIFA president in 2016, is
set to stand for re-election in 2027
as he secks a fourth term leading
world football’s governing body.

Africa carries considerable
influence in FIFA politics, with
CAF’s 54 member associations
forming the largest unified voting
bloc among the game’s six
continental confederations.

In April, South American gov-
erning body CONMEBOL became
the first continental confederation to
publicly back Infantino’s re-election
bid, with CAF quickly joining the
growing chorus of support.

But discontent has been
simmering among some European
football associations and allied
bodies, with reports that a Europe-
backed candidate could emerge to
challenge Infantino.

The president of the Spanish
football league, Javier Tebas, this
week said Infantino’s time was
“over”, telling La Gazzetta dello
Sport that there is a “system that
is fundamentally flawed”, which
has allowed him to lead football’s
global governing body for a decade.

“They are destroying the
football industry - which generates
tens of thousands of jobs - for
an event that lasts 40 days and
involves only a minority of
players,” Tebas said. — AFP

Celtic, Rangers charged after
Scottish Cup mayhem

Football

LONDON-_Celticand Rangers
have been hit with disciplinary
charges after an independent
review of the shocking incidents
that marred a violent Scottish Cup
clash between the bitter Glasgow
rivals last season.

A report commissioned by
the Scottish Football Association
concluded that “crushing” and
“life-threatening violence” were
narrowly avoided in the chaotic
Old Firm derby at Ibrox.

Police and stewards were
injured after Scottish champions
Celtic won the quarter-final in a
penalty shoot-out on March 8.

Celtic fans spilt on to the pitch
to celebrate and Rangers support-
ers charged towards them, with
fireworks thrown back and forth.

At least 37 people were
arrested and one steward is still
receiving treatment for an inner
ear injury after being struck by a
masked Rangers fan.

The report said it was a “minor
miracle” no-one suffered more
serious injuries.

Lead author of the report Mark
Blackbourne detailed two “near-
misses” when Celtic ‘Green Bri-
gade’ultras “overwhelmed” police
and stewards outside the stadium
in an “already overcrowding area”
and “created real and foreseeable
crushing risk™.

Fans rushed turnstiles and

forced exit gates open and a steward
was arrested on suspicion of taking
payment to help them gain entry.

The second incident came when
“masked (Rangers) fans armed
with poles and reinforced gloves
came within a very small margin
of a violent mass confrontation”.

The report added: “The four
minutes 28 seconds for the police
to re-establish control was a
period in which life-threatening
violence was possible.”

A number of planning failures
were identified, partly influenced
by a 10-day delay to finalise the
8,042 ticket allocation for Celtic
fans - the highest number of away
supporters allowed at an Old Firm
derby since 2017.

The report noted sectarian
chanting, coins and vapes thrown
at players and match officials,
while a Rangers player reported
racial abuse.

A 10-year-old Celtic fan was
struck in the face by a coin and left the
stadium at half-time after “inadequate
management” of his treatment.

The review said Celtic’s
‘Green Brigade’ fans and Rangers’
‘Union Bears’ ultra group had
the “most direct and unimpeded
access to the pitch” and trackside
cordons were inadequate.

The Scottish football
authorities were also criticised.

“Sanctions are too modest, too
deferred and too inconsistently
applied,” the report said. —AFP
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Spain midfielder Gavi: Don’t suspend
Paredes for World Cup final fracas

MADRID - Spain
g midfielder Gavi said yesterday
that he did not believe

Argentina’s Leandro Paredes
should be banned for his role in the
incidents that followed Spain’s 1-0
victory over Argentina in Sunday’s
World Cup final.

As Spain’s players began
celebrating after the final whistle,
Argentina defender Nahuel Molina
swung a punch at Spain captain
Rodrigo Hernandez, while Paredes,
Thiago Almada and Argentina
assistant coach Roberto Ayala also
became involved.

Paredes appeared to grab Spain
defender Eric Garcia by the throat
before putting his hand in Gavi’s
face and pushing him over as the
FC Barcelona player attempted to
intervene.

FIFA has begun investigating
the incidents, but speaking to
Spanish radio station Cadena Copa,
Gavi said he did not want Paredes to
be suspended.

“I don’t think [Paredes] should
be suspended,” said the midfielder,
adding that “I understand it’s not a
good image for children, but I think
there’s also that side to football,
which is a bit more physical, more
aggressive.”

“The most logical thing would
have been to send him off during
the match, and that’s it. In the end, I
think it’s all football.”

Former Valencia defender Ayala
has since apologized for his actions
during an interview with a Valencia-

-y

Argentina’s midfielder Leandro Paredes (top) clashed with Spain’s midfielder Gavi
during the 2026 World Cup final between Spain and Argentina at the New York/New

Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Sunday.

based radio station.
“Obviously I am sorry, I can’t
allow that a feeling changes the way

- AFP

that I behave, but I think these are
things that should remain out on the
pitch,” he commented.  — Xinhua

Italian FA chief says in touch with Guardiola
over coaching vacancy

Football

ROME - The head of Italy’s
football federation has confirmed
he held discussions with legendary
coach Pep Guardiola over the
vacancy at the Italian national side
but added he was “not sure that this
will come about”.

Giovanni Malago revealed the
talks had taken place in an interview
with the website Cronache di
Spogliatoio  (Dressing ~ Room
Chronicles) published yesterday.

Asked whether the budget for the
coach’s salary could be increased in
the case of Guardiola, he said: “Yes,

and that is the exception for obvious
reasons”.

“I won’t go into detail here but
it’s not sure that this will come
about.

“However, 1 still believe it
was the right thing to do. It was
important to open a dialogue and
keep it alive,” he added.

Guardiola has first hand
knowledge of Italian football
having played for Brescia and AS
Roma (2001-03).

Already at a low ebb, Italian
football was sent into a tailspin in
March after the men’s national team
failed for a third consecutive time to

qualify for the World Cup.

Italy has won four World Cups.

Guardiola, 55, stepped down at
Manchester City at the end of last
season after winning six Premier
League titles and the Champions
League in his glittering decade at
the Etihad Stadium.

According to Italian media
reports, former Italy internationals
Andrea Pirlo and Roberto Mancini
- who guided the Azzurri to the
Euro 2020 title - are also being
considered as candidates to coach
the national team, which faces
Belgium on September 25 in the
Nations League. —AFP

Van Bommel set to take over as Belgium coach: reports

Football

BRUSSELS — Former Nether-
lands midfielder Mark van Bommel
is set to take over as coach of the
Belgium national team, local media
reported yesterday.

Van Bommel and the Belgian foot-
ball federation (RBFA) have come to
an agreement that will see the 49-year-
old sign a contract in the coming
days to take charge of the Red Devils
through to Euro 2028, according to
Flemish daily Het Laatste Nieuws.

After hanging up his boots in
2013, Van Bommel has cut his
teeth as coach of PSV Eindhoven,
Wolfsburg and Antwerp.

Van Bommel has been without
a team since departing Belgian top-
flight club Antwerp in June 2024, a
year after having guided them to a
first league title in 66 years.

The 2010 World Cup finalist is
set to take over from Rudi Garcia,
who left his role on Monday in the
wake of Belgium’s quarter-final exit
against eventual winners Spain at this

summer’s finals in North America.
Local mediareported differences
of opinion between the French
coach and several players, as well
as with technical director Vincent
Mannaert, who was unhappy with
certain group-stage performances.
Garcia’s departure, however,
was met with bewilderment by
many supporters on social media.
According to Het Laatste
Nieuws, the RBFA was looking for
“a younger and more modern coach
than Rudi Garcia (aged 62)”. — AFP
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charity boxing bout in Pattaya yesterday. - AFP

s

ahead of Thailand fight

Boxing

PATTAYA — British boxer Tyson
Fury insisted yesterday that “the
best is yet to come” ahead of a
charity fight in Thailand, a warm-
up to his long-awaited clash with
Anthony Joshua.

“I don’t feel like the world’s seen
the best Tyson Fury yet,” said the
former two-time world heavyweight
champion, who turns 38 next month.

Fury was speaking at an event in
the Thai resort of Pattaya to promote
his charity fight tomorrow against
Mariusz Wach, a 46-year-old Pole
dubbed “The Viking”.

The fight in the 1,500-seat
Max Muay Thai Stadium is widely
viewed as a warm-up to the much-
anticipated clash with fellow Briton
Joshua expected later this year.

But Fury said he did not want
to talk about the Joshua fight,
instead focusing on his presence in
Thailand and saying that it left him

feeling “rejuvenated”.

“I’ve been over here since Decem-
ber — beautiful place, beautiful people,
great training facilities,” he said.

“I feel at peace with everything,
where before I had a lot of pressure
on me... the rain wasn’t good, 1
think I thrive better in obviously
warmer climates.”

Fury marked his return from
a l6-month retirement with a
dominant points win over Russia’s
Arslanbek Makhmudov in April.

He was scheduled to fight
in Dublin on August 1, but said
the opportunity arose to fight in
Thailand “for a good cause”.

Proceeds from tomorrow’s
fight will go to a charity supporting
underprivileged children in Pattaya.

The venue is smaller than those
Fury is used to, and the fight won’t
be broadcast live on television but
will be recorded for his Netflix
television series.

Fury said he had “earned the

right” to do what he wanted.
“Whoever I want to fight, from
any sport, I can make that fight
happen. Because I'm the Gypsy
King, I do what I want,” he said.
He said his fights were “not
about the money”.
“I’m boxing because I want to
stay match fit and I enjoy doing it.”
Born into a family of Irish
Traveller heritage in Wythenshawe
in the Manchester suburbs, Fury

turned pro in 2008.
He famously dethroned long-
reigning  champion  Wladimir

Klitschko in 2015, and is known
for his exceptional speed despite
his towering size of 6 feet 9 inches
(2.06 metres).

Joshua, a two-time heavyweight
champion, will fight Kristian Prenga
in Saudi Arabia on Saturday.

It will be his first return to the
ring since being involved in a car
crash in Nigeria in December that
killed two of his close friends. — AFP

Duplantis to compete in Europeans after injury scare

Athletics

STOCKHOLM - Swedish pole
vault star Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplan-
tis will compete in the European
Championships next month after
pulling out of the Diamond League
meet in London last weekend, his
agent said Wednesday.

The 26-year-old Duplantis
withdrew from the London meet

with a left thigh problem after
clearing 5.95 metres.

“No sign of injury after a
professional examination that also
included an MRI and X-ray,” his
agent Daniel Wessfeldt told AFP.

“With some light training and
sufficient treatment he should be
totally ready within 10 days. His
planned competition programme
stays firm. Next meet the European

championships in Birmingham.”

The double Olympic and triple
world champion has broken the
world record 15 times, first with
6.17m back in 2020. His most
recent mark was 6.31m in Sweden
in March.

The European championships
take place in the English city of
Birmingham from August 10-16.

— AFP

Vitidsarn stunned, Wang Zhiyi wins at badminton China Open

Badminton
CHANGZHOU — Thailand’s
second seed Kunlavut Vitidsarn

suffered a shock first-round defeat,
while China’s Wang Zhiyi secured a
hard-fought comeback victory at the
badminton China Open yesterday.

The biggest surprise in the men’s
singles saw former world champion
Vitidsarn beaten 21-13, 8-21, 21-19
by Denmark’s Rasmus Gemke.

China’s seventh seed Li Shifeng
also lost his opening match, falling
12-21, 21-14, 18-21 to Ireland’s
Nhat Nguyen.

In the women’s singles, home
favorite Wang battled back to defeat
Scotland’s Kirsty Gilmour 15-21,
21-5, 21-18 and advance to the
round of 16.

China’s Han Yue also recovered
from a game down to beat Tiirkiye’s
Neslihan Yigit 18-21, 21-7, 21-13.

Several Chinese doubles pairs
earned comfortable victories. Men’s
doubles fourth seeds Liang Weikeng
and Wang Chang beat India’s
Hariharan Amsakarunan and Arjun
Madathil Ramachandran 21-16,
21-7, while top mixed doubles duo
Feng Yanzhe and Huang Dongping

defeated India’s Rohan Kapoor and
Ruthvika Shivani Gadde 21-9, 21-16.

Two more Chinese mixed
doubles pairs reached the last 16.
Cheng Xing and Zhang Chi won
21-19, 21-10, while Jiang Zhenbang
and Wei Yaxin prevailed in three
games.

China’s women’s doubles pair Jia
Yifan and Zhang Shuxian suffered
an unexpected 24-22, 21-17 defeat
to Indonesia’s Rachel Allessya Rose
and Febi Setianingrum.

The 2026 China Open concludes
on Sunday in Changzhou, Jiangsu
Province. — Xinhua
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Britain’s Tyson Fury (left) and Poland’s Mariusz
Wach attend a press conference ahead of their

Philipsen ends ‘horrible’
drought with Tour de
France 17t stage victory

Barnaby Chesterman

l‘.‘rl' VOIRON, France
?I?“(, — Jasper Philipsen
took a dominant

victory in a reduced bunch sprint
at the end of the Tour de France’s
Alpine 17" stage yesterday to end
a “horrible” run of near misses.

Set up by a strong lead-out
from his former world champion
team-mate Mathieu van der Poel,
Philipsen finished several bike
lengths ahead of Mauro Schmid
and Olav Kooij, who had each
already won a stage at the Tour.

It was an 11" Tour stage
victory overall for the 28-year-old
Belgian, who won the sprinters’
green points jersey in 2023.

It meant that he has won at
least one stage in each of the last
five editions of the Tour.

He had come close on several
other sprint stages this year, finish-
ing five times in the top five already.

And he admitted that it had
been frustrating.

“I was prepared very, very
well, I was in the shape of my
life,” said Philipsen.

“The first stage (of the race)
was horrible, I couldn’t find
myself, I couldn’t find the form I
was hoping for.

“After 17 stages... we won for
the team.”

In several of those near misses,
Van der Poel had tried to lead him
out but often a fraction too early,
with Philipsen being caught and
passed before the finish -- usually
by compatriot Tim Merlier.

But Merlier had dropped out
of the Tour a few days earlier,
unable to keep up on a tough
mountain stage, and this time,
Philipsen proved the quickest at
the end of the 174.7km stage from
Chambery to Voiron.

“I think it was a very hard day
all day and I just tried to be in the
front, (to) be in each important
group and then everything came
together,” said Van der Poel.

“And then Edward (Planck-
aert) was in the front group, so in
the end you always had somebody
in one of the groups and that was
what made the victory a bit easier
to achieve.”

Frantic, hectic day

The 50 points Philipsen earned
for winning the stage also moved
him to within just seven points of
another former world champion,
Dane Mads Pedersen in the green
jersey competition.

Race leader and defending
champion Tadej Pogacar came
home safely in the main peloton
just under nine minutes later.

But there was one concern for
Pogacar, whose UAE Emirates-
XRG team-mate Adam Yates
- a crucial mountain lieutenant
- struggled throughout the stage
after suffering from a stomach
problem the previous night.

He eventually came home more
than 26 minutes after Philipsen.

It was a day of frantic, hectic
bike racing.

It took more than 100km for a
breakaway to stick and eventually
a six-man group opened up a lead
at the head of the race.

Amongst them was Pedersen,
who was eying maximum points
at the intermediate sprint 27km
from the finish.

He duly won that but almost
immediately, Jasper Styuven
attacked and went clear of his
breakaway companions.

Behind them, a larger group
including Philipsen and Kooij
was gaining steadily and they
soon caught the other five riders.

Stuyven battled on gamely but
he was reeled in less than 4km
from the line.

From then on, Van der Poel
worked tirelessly to ensure that no
one could clip off the front, and
then still had the energy to tee up
his Alpecin Premier Tech team-
mate for the win. —AFP

Alpecin - Premier Tech team’s Belgian rider Jasper Philipsen celebrates after
winning the 17* stage of the 113" Tour de France cycling race, 174,7 km
between Chambéry and Voiron in the French Alps, yesterday.

-AFP




THURSDAY July 23, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

LIFESTYLE /| ENTERTAINMENT

The Macau Post Daily

A once wary Hollywood slowly warms to Al

Thomas Urbain

NEW YORK - Once wary of
artificial intelligence, Hollywood
is now striking up partnerships
with Al start-ups and weaving
the technology into productions
more and more openly — all while
insisting the creative process itself
will remain untouched.

“Everybody is still wrapping their
head around it,” said Mike Mosallam,
COO of production company
Shadowbox Studios, in an interview
with Variety as recently 2025.

Rattled by the technology,
Hollywood initially went on the
defensive.

Studios worried about their
intellectual property being misused,
and actors feared becoming little
more than raw material for Al
systems — and made it a central
plank of their strike action in 2023.

Those who did experiment
ran into the technology’s early
limitations — six-fingered hands,
mouths that didn’t move right.

But a floodgate opened in early
March, when Netflix bought a small,

little-known company — fewer than
20 employees — for a hefty US$587
million.

Co-founded in 2022 by
producer, director and actor Ben
Affleck, InterPositive is an Al
platform designed to assist film and
TV production.

In early June, studio Lionsgate
took a stake in Runway, one of
the leading names in Al-generated
video, and the two will now develop
creative projects together.

Days later, Google made
a similar move, investing in
independent studio A24.

Recent ad campaigns and short
films have shown that Al video—even
when it includes human characters —
has crossed a real threshold.

As Runway put it in May: “In
many cases, if the story is strong
enough, the technology is now good
enough to become invisible.”

According to Jamie Umpherson,
Runway’s chief creative officer,
people are learning to use the tools
better as the technology improves
on a “scale that was unimaginable a

couple of years ago.”

“There’s more familiarity than
there was even a year ago,” he said,
adding that this is freeing up creative
teams to focus more on story and style.

Netflix co-CEO Ted Sarandos
struck a similar note when presenting
the company’s results in mid-July:
“We’re making higher quality output
more quickly and efficiently than we
could have using traditional methods.”

He said GenAl workflows
have now been used on roughly

300 Netflix titles, mostly in
post-production, adding: “We’re
leveraging GenAl for really

complicated shots and sequences.”

‘Hybrid’

Still, the streaming giant seems
to be focusing mainly on the edges
of production — from visualising a
concept early on to colour-grading
footage after filming wraps.

Independent  director  and
producer Jon Erwin insists the core
of the craft isn’t going anywhere.

“Actors drive all the
performances, and we use these

“The Dink’ sees comedy in US pickleball craze

Paula Ramon

LOS ANGELES - When
filmmaker Josh Greenbaum first
ventured onto a pickleball court,
he found an accessible pastime
that could quickly turn intense,
generating not just sweat but a range
of emotions in minutes.

His conclusion: pickleball had
all the right ingredients for comedy.

Greenbaum drew on that obser-
vation to direct “The Dink,”* an
Apple TV film premiering tomor-
row on the streaming platform.

“I think part of what’s so funny
about it is, you know, how quickly
something that starts very [much]
as casual fun can become deeply
competitive and also weirdly
emotional,” the 47-year-old director
told AFP in an interview.

“The Dink” brings together
Dusty (Jake Johnson) — a former
tennis prodigy who spends his time
reminiscing about past glories,
much to the chagrin of his father
(Ed Harris) — and Candace (Mary
Steenburgen), a divorcee who has
developed a passion for pickleball
in this new phase of her life.

The film, which features

realtime former tennis ace Andy
Roddick, is about reinvention,
ego, friendship, “and trying to find
purpose,” Greenbaum said.

“You have these kind of two
lost souls, obviously of different
generations, who are trying to
figure out who they are and redefine
themselves, and they help one
another to do so,” he said.

The movie, written by Sean
Clements and produced by Hollywood
staple Ben Stiller, also touches on
intergenerational conflict.

“Maybe in this version, tennis
represents sort of the way things
have been done, and pickleball
is representing a new way,” said
Greenbaum, who directed “Will
& Harper,” a 2024 documentary
chronicling a cross-country road
trip by two old friends.

At the heart of “The Dink” is
pickleball, a sport played with small
rackets and perforated plastic balls
that is all the rage in the United
States, where schoolkids, seniors
and A-list Hollywood celebrities are
on board.

The movie takes its name from
the controlled dink shot that pickleball

(From left to right) Matt Dentler, Head of Features & Original Films, Apple, Chloe
Fineman, Ed Harris, Jake Johnson, Mary Steenburgen, Aaron Chen, Sean Clements
and Josh Greenbaum pose upon arrival for the premiere of Apple TV+’s “The Dink”

at AMC Century City 15 on Sunday in Los Angeles, California.

-AFP

players deftly arc over the net.

The  “unique”  relationship
between tennis and pickleball was
fertile ground, the director said.

“There’s a  contentiousness
between the two sports at the
moment, and I think a lot of it’s
driven by the fact that they’re
fighting over limited resources,”
said Greenbaum, who was trounced
in his first pickleball game by
opponents in their sixties.

“It’s just a sport that makes you
laugh, that you make friends with
people, that you share something
together, and that you can get better
at. Even, you know, at my age,” says
73-year-old Steenburgen, herself an
avid player.

On Monday, at the film’s
premiere in Los Angeles, the usually
red carpet was blue like a pickleball
court.

Greenbaum and his cast don’t
doubt “The Dink” will draw new
enthusiasts to the game.

But Jake Johnson, whose
character finds a second chance
through pickleball, hopes the film
will inspire viewers to “do what
makes them happy, no matter what.”

—AFP

*The title works on two levels,
i.e, it has a double meaning:
Literally, in pickleball, a “dink” is a
soft, controlled finesse shot hit over
the net into the opponent’s kitchen
(non-volley  zone). It requires
patience and touch rather than raw,
hard-hitting power. Metaphorically,
the title plays on the protagonist,
Dusty Boyd (played by Jake
Johnson), who is a rigid, arrogant
former tennis prodigy obsessed with
hard hits, winning, and proving his
father wrong. Learning to “dink”
represents learning to slow down,
soften up, enjoy life, and embrace
community over obsessive ambition.
In tennis, a “dink” is a soft drop
shot. In soccer, a “dink” is a chipped
pass or shot. — Gemini, MPD

tools to amplify the sets and the
scope of the shows,” he said.

“But we preserve the core of the
filmmaking process, which is the
relationship between the actor, the
director and the camera. These tools
do not replace that.”

In April, his production company
Wonder Project launched a joint
venture called Innovative Dreams
with Luma, a rival to Runway.

Together they have developed
a new process that lets actors be
filmed naturally — no green screen,
no motion-capture suit — and then
surrounds them with a hyper-
realistic Al-generated world.

Erwin calls it “hybrid” or
“nonlinear” filmmaking.

The process is fast enough that
the Al-generated backdrop can be
added just minutes after a scene is
shot, giving filmmakers an almost-
instant preview — and the chance to
shoot additional takes right away if
needed.

The first feature film built on this
approach, “Young Washington,” has
already grossed more than US$40

million at the box office — double its
production budget — starring Oscar
winner Ben Kingsley alongside two
Golden Globe winners.

Technicians, actors and camera
operators still have a place in this
new ecosystem, though how many
of them will be needed remains an
open question.

Actor Matt Damon voiced
concern about this, referring to
Christopher Nolan’s “The Odyssey,”
shot across three continents: “I
don’t think people are going to be
given the resources to shoot movies
that way for much longer.”

So far, Hollywood’s traditional
powerhouses —Paramount,
Universal, Sony, Walt Disney and
Warner Bros — have officially stayed
on the sidelines of the Al shift.

But Tanya Porquez, CEO of
Generated Group — which has just
launched a database of Al-generated
video creations — thinks that won’t last.

“Studios will have to get on
board. Not because they necessarily
want to, but I think it’s just the
wave.” —AFP

‘Godzilla’ actress Kaylee
Hotte, 18, dies in car crash

WASHINGTON, DC
Kaylee Hottle, an 18-year-old
US-Korean actress who appeared
in two “Godzilla” films, died on
Tuesday in a car accident in the
US state of Maryland, police said.

Hottle and another passenger
were in a 1995 Honda Accord
driven by a 19-year-old male
when it veered off a two-lane
highway and struck a culvert,
according to Frederick County
Sheriff’s Office.

“Excessive speed is believed
to be a contributing factor in the
collision,” said the office, which
responded to the scene around
2:52 a.m. (local time) on Tuesday
and is investigating the crash.

Hottle was transported to
a hospital where she was later
pronounced dead, police said.
The driver sustained injuries not
believed to be life-threatening,
while the other passenger
declined medical treatment.

The actress, who 1is deaf,

“Godzilla v Kong” and the sequel
“Godzilla X Kong: The New
Empire.”

She was nominated in 2024
for the Saturn Award for Best
Performance by a Younger Actor.

Her father, Joshua Hottle,
first shared news of her death
in American Sign Language
in a tearful video posted to
Facebook.

Texas School for the Deaf,
where Hottle was a student, said
on social media that her death
was a “tremendous loss.”

“Our hearts are with Kaylee’s
family, friends, classmates, and
everyone who knew and loved
her during this incredibly difficult
time,” it said.

“At this time, we have very
limited information and ask that
everyone respect the privacy of
Kaylee’s family and refrain from
sharing or speculating about the
circumstances surrounding the
accident.”

played the major role of “Jia” in — AFP
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1. Late Easter

A dressed-up girl is seen during the
Junior Carnival Parade of the 2026
Toronto Caribbean Carnival in Toronto,
Canada, on Sunday. Thousands of
young participants in vivid costumes
took part in the parade, celebrating
Caribbean culture through music and
dance. — Xinhua

Satirical view - could
be true!

An aerial view taken on Monday shows
a maze in a corn field showing Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin (left) and US
President Donald Trump as young
children playing with a ball which is
meant to represent Earth, at the Hof
Luenemann farm in Selm, western
Germany. — AFP

This aerial photograph shows a

giant land art fresco by French artist
Guillaume Legros, known as Saype,
depicting a boy drawing above Villars-
sur-Ollon, Switzerland on Monday.
The ephemeral artwork, covering
approximately 6.300 square metres,
was created with biodegradable paint.

=

4. Boxedin 9. Love locks

A man covers his head with a Tourists are seen around the Namsan Seoul Tower in Seoul,
cardboard box as he walks along a South Korea, on Saturday. — Xinhua
street during the peak midday heat

in the Al-Maidan neighbourhood

of central Baghdad on Monday, 6. laSI I'avs

as Iraq experiences a rise in A couple enjoys sunset on the Havana Malecon, Cuba
temperatures. - AFP during a general blackout last Tuesday. — AFP




