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China !rmly supports cause of 
UN: Wang Yi

China consistently observes the purposes and principles 
of the UN Charter and firmly supports the cause of the UN, 
said Foreign Minister Wang Yi yesterday.  

 – Story on p. 7

Burnham becomes PM vowing 
10-year plan for UK 

New UK Prime Minister Andy Burnham took power 
yesterday promising a 10-year plan to ease cost-of-living 
pressures and restore political stability, signalling a leftward 
tilt for his ruling Labour party.               –  Story on p. 11

Spanish World Cup celebrations 
detected by seismic sensors after 
!nal goal

Spain’s World Cup celebrations were not just heard across 
the country – they were felt underground. 

  – Story on p. 12 

SÃO TOMÉ – São Tomé and Príncipe’s 
(STP) incumbent president Carlos Vila Nova 
was re-elected outright in this weekend’s 
ballot, the national electoral commission of 
the small African archipelago announced 
yesterday.

Vila Nova won 56 percent in the first-
round presidential vote on Sunday, against 
41 percent for party rival Nito Viegas 
d’Abreu, who was backed by former prime 
minister Patrice Trovoada.

Abstention was high at 59 percent in 
the former Portuguese colony in the Gulf 
of Guinea, which is viewed as a model of 
African parliamentary democracy.

“These results are valid and no irregu-

larities were detected,” National Electoral 
Commission head Jeudiger Nascimento said 
when the official results were announced.

After independence in 1975, the island 
nation in equatorial Africa saw several 
attempted coups, including in 2022 that was 
promptly thwarted by the military.

The country of just 200,000 inhabitants 
– which derives most of its revenue from 
growing cocoa, coffee, vanilla and pepper – 
has since stabilised.

The president has a largely ceremonial 
role, while most executive powers lie with 
the prime minister.

Vila Nova, 66, began his career as a civil 
servant, then managed two major hotels in 

São Tomé city before serving as a minister 
from 2010 to 2018.

He became president in 2021 with the 
backing of the centre-right Independent 
Democratic Action party (ADI).

He was criticised in 2025 for dismissing 
then prime minister Patrice Trovoada, also 
of the ADI, a decision that was ruled a year 
later to be unconstitutional.

Trovoada, now head of the ADI 
and vying to regain the prime 
ministerial post from incumbent 
Américo Ramos in legislative 
polls in September, had thrown 
his support behind Vila Nova’s 
rival Viegas d’Abreu.   – AFP

São Tomé and Príncipe president wins re-electionSão Tomé and Príncipe president wins re-election
STP President Carlos 
Vila Nova poses 
while visiting the 
Diogo Vaz plantation 
in São Tomé on 
November 19, 2021. 

– AFP 

Tony Wong
The Court of Final Appeal (TUI) will be 

relocated to the Old Courthouse in the city 
centre next Monday, according to a TUI 
statement yesterday.

Currently, the Court of Final Appeal shares 
a building with the Court of Second Instance 
(TSI) in the Nam Van Lake district.

The building has been in operation since 
the establishment of the Macau Special 
Administrative Region (MSAR) on December 
20, 1999. The building, officially known 
as the Court of Final Appeal and Court of 
Second Instance Building, is situated next to 
the Legislative Assembly (AL) building.

The government launched a project to 
convert the Old Courthouse and the adjacent 
former Judiciary Police (PJ) headquarters 
into the new premises for the Court of Final 
Appeal. The project, which began in October 
2022, was completed in February this year.

According to yesterday’s statement, the 
new address of the Court of Final Appeal 
is Avenida da Praia Grande No. 459. While 
the phone number will change to 8298 4117 
from 8398 4117, the fax number will remain 
unchanged at 2832 6744.

The new address of the office of the 
president of the Court of Final Appeal is Rua 
Central No. 9-A. While the phone number will 
change to 8298 4136 from 8398 4136, the fax 
number will remain unchanged at 2896 9225, 
according to the statement.

The three-judge Court of Final Appeal 

will be relocated from its current premises 
in the Nam Van Lake district to the new 
complex in the city centre on Monday next 
week. The new complex consists of the Old 
Courthouse on Avenida da Praia Grande, and 
a new building on Rua Central constructed on 
the site where the former PJ headquarters was 
demolished.

Continued on p.5

Top court to relocate to Old 
Courthouse next week

A taxi is driven past the newly 
constructed building on Rua 
Central, part of the new Court of 
Final Appeal complex, in April. A 
part of the façade of the former 
Judiciary Police (PJ) headquarters 
has been kept intact (left).

Cars are driven past the 
Old Courthouse in Nam Van 
yesterday. – Photos: Tony Wong
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v  Macau  Weather
MAINLY CLOUDY. 
OCCASIONAL SHOWERS, HEAVY AT 
TIMES. 
OCCASIONAL THUNDERSTORMS. 
FORCE 3 TO 4 SOUTH TO 
SOUTHWESTERLY WINDS WITH 
GUSTS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
WILL RANGE BETWEEN 
80% AND 99%.
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Source: SMG
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the most significant rainfall, with 
flooding reported in some low-lying 
areas, the statement said, adding 
that by 11:00 a.m., the maximum 
one-hour accumulated rainfall 
reached 67mm, while the maximum 
daily rainfall total reached 147mm. 
The statement pointed out that the 
water level monitoring station at 
Caminho das Hortas recorded a top 
water level of 0.37 metres. 

The heavy rain also prompted the 
Education and Youth Development 
Bureau (DSEDJ) to suspend classes, 
according to a DSEDJ statement 
yesterday. Secondary school classes 
were suspended yesterday morning 
while primary, kindergarten and 
special education classes were 
suspended for the whole day. 

According to another statement 
by the observatory yesterday, 
thundery showers and periods 
of heavy rain were expected to 
continue today under the influence 
of the south-westerly airstream. 
From the middle to latter part of this 
week, an upper-level anticyclone 
is expected to bring more sunshine 
and very hot weather to Macau, the 

statement pointed out. 
Meanwhile, a low-pressure 

area may develop over the western 
Pacific near the Philippines 
towards the end of the week and 
move into the central and northern 
South China Sea, the statement 
said, adding that it could develop 

into a tropical cyclone, although, 
as of yesterday, there remained 
considerable uncertainty regarding 
its development and track. 

Residents are advised to monitor 
the latest weather information, 
alerts and warnings issued by the 
weather station.  

Heavy rain triggers 5th red rainstorm warning of the year
Observatory warns of possible tropical cyclone

This image provided by the local observatory yesterday shows its accumulated 
precipitation map issued at 11 a.m. and photos of rain-drenched streets taken at 
10 a.m. The Post translated the Portuguese text.

Commentary by Sam-Kee Cheng 
(Zheng Chenqi 鄭琛奇)*

According to the Spring 2026 Global 
Attitudes Survey on international public 
opinion regarding the US and China, 
carried out by the US-based think tank Pew 
Research Center, 25 out of the 36 countries 
surveyed have a more favourable view of 
China compared to the US. Five countries 
have roughly equally favourable views 
of China and the US, and six view the US 
more favourably. The US is seen as a greater 
interferer than China in almost all 17 middle-
income countries surveyed, while 69% of 
respondents in those countries regard China 
as a reliable partner, compared to 49% who 
see the US in this light.

This result is an encouraging sign for 
China and demonstrates the impact of its 
work to promote its image overseas. The 
rising popularity of Chinese culture among 
younger generations, reflected in the 
‘Chinamaxxing’ phenomenon earlier this 
year, shows that perceptions of China are 
indeed changing. It has come a long way 
since the heyday of racist characterisations 
through fictional figures like Fu Manchu. 
However, considering the unilateral, 
aggressive, and rules-breaking actions taken 
under the Trump administration and the 
tariff wars waged by the US against most 
countries – not to mention the notorious 
scandal surrounding the Epstein files 
implicating US elites and their associates 
– the loss of confidence in the US should 
come as no surprise. What is more surprising 
is why it still garners a substantial %age of 
favourable views in countries that are not its 
formal allies, such as Ghana (68%) and India 
(45%).

Amidst the overall positive results for 
China, several countries with very close 
economic ties to Beijing – and whose 
governments are considered long-term 

friends of China, such as Hungary and Brazil 
–returned puzzling results. Only 22% of 
Brazilian respondents and 36% of Hungarian 
respondents expressed confidence in Xi 
Jinping to do the right thing regarding world 
affairs, compared to 30% and 44% who 
expressed confidence in Donald Trump. For 
China’s two industrialised neighbours, South 
Korea and Japan, the clear gap between those 
holding favourable opinions of China and of 
the US is concerning: only 28% of South 
Korean respondents view China positively, 
compared to 45% for the US, while a mere 
11% of Japanese respondents view China 
favourably, compared to 50% for the US.

China’s policy proposal, A Global 

Community of Shared Future: China’s 

Proposals and Actions (2023), serves as an 
important call and a serious blueprint for 
an alternative future. It recognises that our 
shared problems affect us as a collective 
whole, requiring a new approach and revised 
governance to build a better, sustainable 
world. The glaring deficits in peace, 
development, security, and governance are 
evident across all sectors; one of the most 
direct impacts is the rising death toll in 
armed conflicts since 2020. According to 
data compiled by Our World in Data—based 
on databases from the Uppsala Conflict 
Data Program (2026) and geoBoundaries 
(2023) – over 1.1 million deaths in armed 
conflicts were recorded from 2021 to 2025, 
more than double the figure from a decade 
earlier (2011–2015). A number of countries 
are currently at war. For many people, a 
continuous deterioration in living standards 
and the deprivation of basic needs remain a 
daily reality.

Humankind is undoubtedly at a 
crossroads, as “various problems old and 
new and complex issues are converging 
with and compounding each other, posing 
unprecedented challenges for human 
society”, as the proposal succinctly 

concludes. However, much work remains to 
be done to secure genuine support and active 
engagement from the global public for 
China’s proposed actions. Close economic 
ties and Chinese investment do not 
automatically generate trust and confidence. 
While operating within the framework of 
market economics, China must remain 
mindful of the fallacies of trickle-down 
economics and act more proactively to 
ensure its investments directly benefit the 
majority of people in recipient economies.

The contrast between a rising, prosperous 
China and a deteriorating, punitive daily 
reality for many could easily be manipulated 
to stoke resentment towards Chinese 
development. It is crucial for China to explain 
and demonstrate how it has contributed –and 
will continue to contribute – to improving 
the livelihoods and developmental rights 
of the global majority, many of whom 
have suffered under decades of neoliberal 
austerity.

The hierarchical structure underpinning 
the free-market model was not designed or 
shaped by China. Beijing’s breakthroughs in 
critical industries historically monopolised 
by a few advanced nations, alongside 
the cheapening of capital goods, have 
created unprecedented opportunities 
for late-industrialising countries. Yet, 
uneven development and socio-economic 
problems like social polarisation and mass 
unemployment under global capitalism 
directly affect people’s lives and their 
perceptions of China, which has emerged 
as one of the few winners in the current 
system. Consequently, learning “How to 
Tell China’s Story Well” is no longer merely 
a nice-to-have diplomatic initiative; it has 
become essential for uniting working people 
worldwide behind a community of a shared 
future – a goal China cannot achieve alone.

As Dr Linda Matar, Associate Professor 
at the School of International Studies at 

Sun Yat-sen University, emphasised in the 
introduction to a recent special issue of 
Middle East Critique:

“To tell the story well is not only to 
improve any process governing development 
in China, it is also to admit that in practice 
there are always shortcomings that must be 
dealt with… Mao posited that revolutionary 
change that submits to the laws of historical 
progress cannot lose its value after being 
criticised; it is hardened by it.”¹

This is a timeless reminder whose 
value is as vital now as ever. To unite the 
majority of the world, China must adhere 
to and effectively communicate the goal 
of building a community of a shared 
future. Having successfully developed its 
productive forces, China is now pioneering a 
move towards a people-centred development 
model. Constant and intensifying pressure 
from the US and its allies requires China 
to maintain its defensive capabilities and 
remain highly competitive in the global 
economy. However, the ultimate purpose of 
developing productive forces must always 
be to serve the construction of socialism. By 
staying true to the core principle of people-
centred development in both domestic and 
overseas investment planning and execution, 
China will not only enhance its international 
standing, but also mobilise global support 
and contributions towards building a shared 
future. 

 * Sam-Kee Cheng is Research Assistant 

Professor in the Faculty of Social Sciences 

at the University of Macau and an Associate 

Researcher at the University of Macau 

Advanced Research Institute in Hengqin. 

The author would like to thank Prof. Michael 

Dunford for reading and editing earlier 

drafts of this article.

¹ Linda Matar, ‘Tell China’s Story Well: 
China and the Middle East’, Middle East 
Critique, 35.2 (2026), pp. 247–54 (p. 249), 
doi:10.1080/19436149.2025.2540693.

Harnessing the improving image of China to garner 
support for building a global community of a shared future

Khalel Vallo
Macau was hit by persistently 

torrential rain yesterday morning, 
with the Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau (SMG) issuing 
this year’s fifth Red Rainstorm 
Warning Signal as a train-like band 
of intense rainfall affected the city, 
according to a statement by the 
local observatory.

Frequent showers and pouring 
rain occurred yesterday morning 
due to an active south-westerly 
airstream, the statement said. 

Thunderstorm areas developed 
west of the Pearl River Estuary 
before moving towards Macau, 
with successive rain bands bringing 
prolonged heavy rainfall, the 
statement said, noting that the 
observatory initially issued the 
Yellow Rainstorm Warning Signal 
before upgrading it to the Red 
Rainstorm Warning Signal. 

Macau has a three-tier rainstorm 
warning system – yellow, red, and 
black, the latter being the highest alert.   

Meanwhile, Taipa recorded 
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Khalel Vallo
The Chinese women’s volleyball team arrived 

at Galaxy International Convention Centre in 
Cotai yesterday ahead of the “Women’s Volleyball 
Nations League (VNL) – Finals Macao 2026 
presented by Galaxy Entertainment Group”, with 
team captain Gong Xiangyu expressing confidence 
in the squad’s preparations and hopes of achieving 
a strong result on home ground. 

The VNL Finals will take place between 
tomorrow and Sunday at the Macao East Asian 
Games Dome in Cotai, featuring eight teams 
competing in a single-elimination format for the 
championship title. Friday is rest day. 

According to a recent statement by the Sports 
Bureau (ID), the eight teams comprise Brazil, 
Canada, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Turkey, and 
the US, along with host nation China.

The tournament is co-organised by the Sports 
Bureau (ID), Galaxy Entertainment Group (GEG) 
and the Volleyball Association of Macao.

The team were welcomed by various 
representatives including Sports Bureau Vice 
President Cheang Kai Meng upon arrival.

China will face the US on Thursday at 
7:30 p.m., according to the statement. 

Speaking to the media yesterday, Gong said 
that the team is looking forward to competing in 
the finals in Macau and will aim to perform at 
its best. “We are looking forward to the finals in 
Macau. We also hope to perform at our best in the 
match and make progress”, she said.

When asked about preparations for the 
opening knockout match, Gong said the team 
has been strategising and hopes to deliver its best 
performance, thanking fans for their continued 
support. “Thank you for your support and love. We 
will keep working hard”, she said. 

Gong also said that she enjoyed returning to 
Macau, adding that she feels excited whenever she 
visits the city and hopes the team can achieve a 
positive result in the tournament.  

China women’s volleyball team arrive ahead of VNL Finals

Team captain Gong Xiangyu speaks to the media at the entrance to the Galaxy International 
Convention Centre in Cotai yesterday ahead of the four-day “Women’s Volleyball Nations 
League (VNL) – Finals Macao 2026 presented by Galaxy Entertainment Group” slated to start 
tomorrow at the Macao East Asian Games Dome.       – Photo: Khalel Vallo

Armindo Neves
The Public Security Police (PSP) arrested a man from 

Myanmar for stealing a taxi on Friday, PSP spokesman Wong 
Wai Chon said during a regular press conference yesterday.

Wong identified the suspect as a non-resident worker 
(NRW) in his thirties surnamed Thawt, who works as a cleaner.

According to Wong, in the early hours of Friday, the Public 
Security Police received a report from a taxi driver. The victim 
said he was driving his taxi near the junction of Avenida do 
Coronel Mesquita and Rua de Francisco Xavier Pereira when 
his vehicle was struck by another taxi. The offending taxi 
stopped for a few seconds after the collision before fleeing the 
scene.

After reviewing the city’s CCTV footage, PSP officers 
discovered that at around 3:00 a.m. that day, the suspect was 
lingering in the areas of Avenida do Ouvidor Arriaga and 
Avenida do Coronel Mesquita, repeatedly trying the doors of 
parked cars. He successfully gained entry to an unlocked taxi 
and began driving aimlessly around the neighbourhood. Wong 
added that at 3:58 a.m., the suspect returned to the area near 
where he had stolen the vehicle, parked, got out, and left the 
scene.

CCTV footage also showed that, while driving, the suspect 
jumped four red lights, drove against the traffic flow on two 
occasions, crossed solid road lines, and struck four roadside 
metal barriers.

The suspect was summoned for questioning on Friday 
afternoon. Wong said he admitted to having had drinks with 
friends earlier that evening but claimed he could not remember 
the details, only that he recalled driving a car.

The suspect has meanwhile been transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP), facing charges of vehicle theft and 
evading responsibility. 

Police nab Myanmar 
man for stealing taxi

This undated handout photo provided by the Public Security Police 
(PSP) yesterday shows a PSP officer escorting the suspect from 
Myanmar into a police station. 

Armindo Neves
The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested 

a man from the Chinese mainland on 
Saturday for stealing money from a 
temple on May 15, PJ spokesman Lei 
Chi Hou said during a regular press 
conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as a 
35-year-old male surnamed Qin, who 
works for an advertising company.

According to Lei, the Judiciary 
Police received a report on May 29 
from a temple in the central district. 
The person in charge reported that 
cash in the temple’s donation box was 
suspected to have been stolen.

Upon investigation, PJ officers 
discovered that Qin, along with an 
accomplice who remains at large, had 
visited the temple on the afternoon of 
May 15. They took advantage of the 
staff’s absence to commit the theft. 
Lei added that Qin used an umbrella as 
cover while his accomplice used tools 
to extract cash from the donation box.

Staff only discovered the theft 
when they opened the donation box on 
the day the report was made.

After committing the crime, the 
two suspects left Macau.

On Saturday, Qin was intercepted 
by PJ officers when he re-entered 
Macau via the Barrier Gate checkpoint. 
Lei said he was found in possession of 
suspected burglary tools, including 
a tape measure, nylon string, small 
metal plates, and double-sided tape.

Lei said that the perpetrators first 
used the tape measure to gauge the 
depth of the donation box. They then 
attached metal pieces of varying sizes 
to the string and used double-sided 
tape to fish the cash out of the box.

Although the exact amount stolen 
has not yet been determined, the 
temple keeps records of its donations. 
Based on past figures, the estimated 
loss is about 8,000 patacas. Lei noted 
that PJ officers will continue to trace 
the stolen funds and track down the 

remaining accomplice.
Qin has since been transferred to 

the Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
where he faces a charge of theft. 

Police arrest man for stealing money from temple

This undated handout photo provided by 
the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday shows 
evidence seized from the temple theft 
suspect surnamed Qin.

Rui Pastorin
Local artist Julia Lam Tsz Kwan’s 

latest exhibition launched last night 
at the Mandarin Oriental, Macau  in 
Nape, where paintings in her signature 
art style are being showcased in the 
hotel lobby for a total of six months.

A collaboration between the hotel 
and artist, the exhibition is titled “Hua of 
Casa” and features Macau’s landmarks, 
all created with Lam reflecting on 
Macau’s ongoing dialogue between 
heritage and progress through her 
works, as noted in a statement provided 
at yesterday’s opening.

The statement highlighted: “Casa, 
the Portuguese word for “home”, 
embodies the spirit of Macau – a 
cosmopolitan city where Eastern and 
Western cultures converge”

The pieces on display were created 
using a multidisciplinary approach, 
among which were painting, spray 
techniques, printmaking, installation 
and gold-leaf decoration, as noted in 
the statement.

Highlighting the artist, Lam’s 

works have been exhibited in places 
such as France, Italy, Japan, Portugal 
and Singapore, as well as Macau, 
Hong Kong, China’s Taiwan region 
and the Chinese mainland.

Yesterday’s opening ceremony was 
attended by members from the local arts 

and culture scene. Among the officiating 
guests were Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) Deputy Director Cheng 
Wai Tong and Macao Museum of Art 
(MAM) Acting Director Dora Loi.

*More photos and information in 
an upcoming page 4.

Julia Lam’s Hua of Casa exhibition presents 
paintings at Mandarin Oriental in Nape

This photo taken during last night’s opening ceremony shows a set of works by local 
artist Julia Lam Tsz Kwan being showcased at Mandarin Oriental, Macau.

– Photo: Rui Pastorin
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Interview by Rui Pastorin

In 2000, after 12 years in Macau, Cyril Axelrod 

moved to the UK. At that time, his world had gone dark. 

He had completely lost his vision.

Born deaf in South Africa, Axelrod had travelled 

around the world as a priest to serve and minister to deaf 

communities, coming to Macau in 1989 and identifying 

the needs for the local deaf community. Here, he helped 

set up the Macau Deaf Association (MDA) in 1994, 

where he was founding president, as well as working 

towards setting up a special programme in a pre-school 

education centre for deaf and hearing-impaired children.

With the complete loss of his vision in 2000 due to 

Usher Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder that causes 

the progressive loss of vision and hearing, Axelrod 

became deafblind. However, that wasn’t the end as he 

has continued to conquer the darkness and overcome 

challenges that followed.

Axelrod took on chances to continue learning, among 

which was studying aromatherapy at a UK college for 

two years, even coming first in his class. “The principal 

could not imagine how I could achieve this”, Axelrod, 

with the help of an interpreter, told the Post in a recent 

interview at the MDA headquarters.

He also volunteered for the deaf and deafblind in cities 

around the UK, painted and exhibited works featuring the 

world around him created from memory, and has written 

several books. In his most recent publication “Conquest 

of Darkness”, he even said that despite the challenges, 

he was grateful for his deafblindness. “I want to show 

people that the deafblind can do everything”, he said.

Now, at the ripe age of 84, he continues his 

commitment to the deaf as well as the deafblind in 

Macau, having been invited by the MDA to return in 

2024 to not only receive care from the association but 

also promote understanding, services, and training 

programmes given his extensive experience. He also 

hopes to help social services understand the needs and 

support of not only the deaf, but also the deafblind.

Building an understanding for 

deafblindness
Deafblindness is more than just a combination of the 

two different disabilities. According to MDA Executive 

Director Nerissa Lau Sut Man, who was interviewed 

together with Axelrod, the disability is a distinct one 

that can be categorised into congenital deafblindness 

(meaning present from birth); deafness followed by 

blindness; blindness followed by deafness; and acquired 

deafblindness, where vision deteriorates later in life and 

is common among seniors.

In Macau, Lau said that the situation cannot be fully 

understood in the city just yet, but from their experience, 

they have served cases, with about 30 being those related 

to deafness followed by blindness.

Macau also has no official records available for the 

number of deafblind individuals at the moment, with the 

city among the many places where it is not categorised 

as an independent disability.

However, just as with the hopes of United Nations 

(UN) and The World Federation of The Deafblind 

(WFDB) worldwide, Axelrod and Lau said that it is 

important for everyone to recognise the condition as a 

distinct, independent disability category rather than a 

subset, having its own set of needs. Supportive services 

for either just the blind or deaf therefore cannot simply 

substitute the services for the deafblind.

“We have to emphasise that deaf-blindness is not 

purely a combination of deafness and blindness. It is 

actually a very unique and complicated disability that 

needs very high demands and support”, Lau said, with 

the association hoping that the government can also 

independently categorise this special group of people in 

the future to be able to get “more accurate help”.

Moreover, they hope that there can be a way to 

garner precise data on the deafblind. “We think that 

having more precise data is the first step for the Macau 

government to have more accurate planning of the 

services, Lau pointed out, with more information paving 

the way for the next step.

Communicating while deafblind
In terms of communication for the deafblind, it is 

also another aspect that makes it distinct as it is without 

the common ways of doing so.

Therefore, touch and tactile sign language, which 

is where the sign language receiver places their hands 

lightly over the signer’s hands to feel the shapes, 

movements, and gestures, become their means of 

communication. For Axelrod, who likes to communicate 

and know more about the world, he also incorporates 

assistive technology to not only do things like tell 

time and read the news, but also communicate through 

WhatsApp and emails, such as with the use of a special 

keyboard fitted with braille.

Certain contexts however, may prove difficult, from 

going shopping to visiting the hospital. Axelrod recalled 

one incident last year when he was hospitalised in the 

ICU (Intensive Care Unit), noting that it might be rare for 

healthcare professionals to have patients experiencing 

deafblindness.
Lau noted: “If one is deaf, one still may use the writing or 

the cards to communicate with the healthcare professionals 

if he knows how. If one is blind, one can still use speech to 

communicate. But for those with deafblindness, it’s very 

hard, even for very simple conversations”, noting that 

future education and professional courses are therefore 

important not only to help and respect the deafblind, but 

assist them in independent living.

Axelrod therefore hopes to foster communication, 

noting: “I would like more people to understand the 

needs and then to build up better communication with 

each other”, also wanting to help others learn how 

to support, build companionship and communicate 

with the deafblind, knowing that many may not know 

how to do the latter and might feel discouraged once 

communication is broken.

Moving forward
While highlighting how imperative it is to build better 

communication, Axelrod also pointed out: “Many people 

think that the deafblind need nothing. I don’t think so. 

The deafblind need people to support them, but also give 

them the chance to live and increase their knowledge. 

They can learn new things to be independent. And that’s 

to show that a deafblind person can fulfil everything to 

the society”.
He emphasised his aim of assisting social services 

in becoming aware of and understanding that there 

are opportunities for the deaf and deafblind, while 

also listening to what they need. Overall, Axelrod said 

he aims to help the local government and its social 

services know more and understand the support needed 

for both parties.  He also hopes to inspire those facing 

the same situation while giving them a chance at better 

communication and exchange.

Cyril Axelrod and Nerissa Lau communicate through tactile sign language – Photos: Rui Pastorin
Cyril Axelrod demonstrates 

how he can tell the time 

through vibrations on his smart 

watch and shows his keyboard.

Cyril Axelrod poses for 

a photo at the Macau 

Deaf Association’s 

headquarters on Travessa 

dos Estaleiros (船廠巷). 

Conquering darkness: raising awareness for the deafblindConquering darkness: raising awareness for the deafblind
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Tony Wong
The government will sign a 

concession agreement with Nam 
Kwong Tung Limited on operating 
street parking meters in the city, 
according to an executive order 
published in the Official Gazette (BO) 
yesterday.

The order, signed by Chief 
Executive Sam Hou Fai on July 10, 
authorises Secretary for Transport and 
Public Works Raymond Tam Vai Man, 
on behalf of the local government, to 
sign the concession agreement with 
Nam Kwong Tung.

According to the order, Tam can 
choose to transfer his power granted 
by Sam to sign the agreement to an 
official under his portfolio.

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) 
launched a public tender in late 
February for the granting of a 
concession agreement on operating 
the city’s street parking meters for 
seven years. Potential bidders were 
required to submit their tenders by 
April 10.

The tender received 13 bids, 
which were unsealed by DSAT 
officials on April 13. One of the 
bidders later withdrew from the 
tender. The other 12 bids were all 
accepted.

Nam Kwong Tung Limited, one of 
the various subsidiaries of Nam Kwong 
(Group) Company Limited, was one 
of the 12 accepted bidders. Yesterday’s 
promulgation of the executive order 
means that Nam Kwong Tung has 
won the tender for operating the city’s 

street parking meters.
The city’s street parking meters are 

currently operated by Macau Forehap 
Parking Management Limited, which 
will be replaced by Nam Kwong Tung 
after its concession agreement with 
the government takes effect. The 
new concession for operating street 
parking meters will last seven years.

Forehap Parking Management 
was one of the 12 accepted bidders.

According to the current new law 
regulating public parking, parking 
meters for street parking spaces only 
accept e-payments.

The current street parking meters 

only accept a limited selection of 
e-payment tools such as Macau Pass 
cards and UnionPay QuickPass cards.

According to previous DSAT 
announcements, the winning bidder 
will be required to provide various 
e-payment tools on its street parking 
meters, such as e-cards, smartphone 
payments, and credit cards.

Nam Kwong Tung Limited 
is the operator of a multi-service 
e-commerce smartphone app known 
as “Nam Kwong Tung”.

The company will be required 
to operate an app used for remote 
payments for street parking fees. 

Nam Kwong to operate street 
parking meters for 7 years: govt

This photo taken yesterday shows a street parking meter on Estrada de S. Francisco.
 – Photo courtesy of TDM

Analysis
SHANGHAI – Batteries are stacked, 

headlamps fitted and cables routed in an 
assembly line display at the 2026 World AI 
Conference (WAIC) in Shanghai, serving 
to demonstrate how robotic intelligence is 
transforming mechanized automation.

In this factory line replica, fitted inside 
the expo hall by Shanghai TARS Robotics 
Co., Ltd., robots appear not as mere tools, 
but as “co-workers” capable of sensing their 
environment and adapting to changes on 
their own. The innovation reflects a deeper 
transition, where embodied intelligence is 
making its way from research laboratories 
into industrial mainstream applications.

The trend is reflected in the latest official 
data. According to the State Administration of 
Taxation, revenue in the embodied intelligence 
sector grew 22.4 percent year on year from 
January to May 2026, following a 13.9 percent 
increase for the full year of 2025. Industrial 
purchases of embodied intelligence robots 
more than tripled during the same period.

Shanghai has set a target of deploying 
100,000 humanoid robots in factories by the 
end of the 15th Five-Year Plan period (2026-
2030), with AI agent adoption among large-
scale industrial enterprises expected to exceed 
80 percent.

At the national level, embodied intelligence 
is now positioned as a strategic pillar of future 
industries. The 2025 proposal for the 15th Five-
Year Plan included embodied intelligence 
in the country’s medium and long-term 
industrial roadmap for the first time, followed 
by the 2026 outline that identified it as a new 
growth driver. Government work reports for 

two consecutive years have also mandated 
concrete actions for its development.

According to a document released by 
the State Council, the adoption rate of next-
generation intelligent terminals and AI agents 
should surpass 70 percent by 2027 and exceed 
90 percent by 2030, making the AI-driven 
economy a major contributor to national growth.

While industrial deployment is accelerating, 
companies are also exploring how embodied 
intelligence could serve households and 
consumers. At the 2026 WAIC, Shanghai-based 
robot maker Fourier unveiled an immersive 
living space titled “A Day with the Robot Butler.”

The booth is set up like a living room – 
complete with a dining table, a sofa and a 
coffee table. A humanoid robot moves with 
steady steps, picks up a bottle of water, and 
hands it to a visitor standing in front of it. The 
entire interaction unfolds on its own, without 
remote control or the use of buttons.

The robot on display, Fourier’s GR-3, 
powered by a semantic task-execution hub, 
integrates large language models, 3D spatial 
mapping, navigation planning, and control 
execution into a single pipeline. The robot 
can memorize room layouts, identify object 
locations, understand functional areas, and act 
on natural language commands.

When a user says, “I’m thirsty,” for 
instance, the GR-3 interprets the intent, 
locates the dining area and beverages using 
its spatial semantic map, and autonomously 
plots the most efficient route to retrieve and 
deliver a drink – closing the loop between AI 
cognition and physical action without explicit 
step-by-step instructions.

The system runs on Fourier’s proprietary 

FOCUS centralized control platform, which 
coordinates real-time path planning and 
task allocation. When two robots cross 
paths, the system assigns priority based on 
mission urgency, enabling dynamic collision 
avoidance and smooth coordination.

Embodied intelligence is also reaching 
consumers beyond the home. Inside a 
shopping mall on West Nanjing Road in 
Shanghai’s Jing’an District, a boxing ring 
is set up in the passageway outside Unitree 
Robotics’ experience store, drawing crowds 
to watch two humanoid robots in pink and red 
helmets duke it out. Many onlookers pull out 
their phones to capture the intriguing action.

The store, which opened on May 31, is the 
first of its kind in Asia. It occupies a corner 
on the second floor of Jiuguang Department 
Store, nestled among women’s clothing 
boutiques, but stands out. Though small, the 
store draws crowds from morning until night, 
with many visitors coming from overseas. 
Families especially children also flock to 
see robot dogs climb slopes, jump, and turn, 
while humanoid units replicate gestures and 
perform fluid movements.

The 100-square-meter store features 
Unitree’s latest consumer products, including 
the G1 and R1 humanoid robots and the Go2 
robot dog. More than a retail outlet, it offers 
visitors a tangible glimpse of a future where 
embodied intelligence is part of daily life.

Among the visitors was Alex Butler, 
general manager of Shanghai Spotlight, a 
local media company. “I think the humanoid 
robot’s dance moves are really funky,” he 
said. “It’s very lifelike, and obviously a very 
impressive stepping stone on the future of 

humanoid robotics.”
Despite all the spectacle, industry experts 

caution that the real economic value lies 
elsewhere. Zhou Aimin, dean of the Shanghai 
Institute of AI for Education at East China 
Normal University, said most humanoid 
robots are still confined to research displays 
and theme-park performances. Their core 
value, he noted, will emerge in industrial 
production and eldercare services, though 
both require further technological iteration.

Over the long term, however, Zhou is 
optimistic. He believes embodied intelligence 
could reshape China’s labor structure by filling 
industrial gaps and easing eldercare burdens 
as the population ages – potentially making 
it a pillar industry surpassing automobiles or 
real estate.

Yet for all the promise, a cognitive gap 
remains between the public and AI adoption. 
Job displacement fears and data privacy 
concerns are widespread, while older adults 
and workers in traditional industries often 
struggle with digital tools.

To bridge this divide, Chen Jie, a researcher 
at Shanghai Jiao Tong University, suggests 
a two-pronged approach. On one front, he 
advocates regular AI outreach – factory open 
days, community workshops – to show how 
robots can fill labor gaps and ease eldercare 
pressures, helping to relieve job anxieties.

On the other, he calls for stronger 
governance: clearer accountability rules, 
easier intuitive interfaces and voice-enabled 
features for elderly users, and tighter privacy 
protections. The ultimate goal, he said, is 
to ensure AI both empowers industries and 
benefits the public.   – Xinhua

Top court to relocate 
to Old Courthouse 

next week
Continued from p.1

The Court of Final Appeal is currently headed by Song Man 
Lei. Since the establishment of the MSAR, the top court had been 
headed for nearly 25 years by Sam Hou Fai until late August 2024 
when he resigned as the MSAR’s chief judge so that he could run 
in the chief executive election. Sam took office as the MSAR’s 
chief executive on December 20, 2024. Song was appointed as 
the president of the Court of Final Appeal in early December 
2024, filling the vacancy of the MSAR’s top judge left by Sam’s 
resignation.

The project for the new Court of Final Appeal complex, which 
was completed in February this year, kept the whole structure of the 
Old Courthouse intact, consolidated its structure, and renovated its 
interior, including the reorganisation of its internal layout.

The façade of the former PJ headquarters on Rua do Padre 
Luís Fróis S.J., and its east-section façade on Rua Central, were 
kept intact, while the remaining part of the former PJ headquarters 
was demolished, where the new building, with three storeys plus a 
one-floor basement, was constructed.

Rua do Padre Luís Fróis S.J. is the short alley between Rua 
Central and the Old Courthouse on Avenida da Praia Grande.

The project was executed through two separate tenders. The 
first phase comprised the demolition of the former PJ headquarters, 
and the new building’s pile foundation and basement. It was 
carried out by Soi Kun Engineering Company Limited for 56 
million patacas.

The second phase comprised the consolidation of the Old 
Courthouse’s structure, the renovation of its interior, and the 
new building’s superstructure. It was carried out by Tat Cheong 
Construction & Engineering Company Limited for 235 million 
patacas.

Consequently, the project cost 291 million patacas in total.
After the top court’s relocation to its new premises in the 

city centre, the current building in the Nam Van Lake district 
will continue to be used by the Court of Second Instance. A new 
building is being constructed next to this building. After the new 
building’s scheduled completion in January next year, these two 
buildings, connected to each other, will be used by the Court of 
Second Instance. 

Embodied intelligence gains traction in factories, homes and stores
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BEIJING – By the time the math class kicked 
off at Beijing No. 13 Secondary School, an 
artificial intelligence (AI)-powered “agent” had 
already crunched weeks of student data, analyzing 
each student’s recent classroom participation, 
homework and quiz results.

Within minutes, it generated tailored question 
sequences for students at different learning levels 
and personalized after-class assignments, while 
teachers reviewed and refined the AI-generated 
content before putting it into use.

This scene reflects a broader transformation 
taking place in the world’s largest basic education 
system – which serves more than 220 million 
students – as China turns to AI to improve the 
quality of basic education and better meet the 
needs of individual learners, following decades 
of expanding access to education and narrowing 
regional disparities.

Having largely achieved universal enrollment 
in compulsory education, China is shifting its 
focus from ensuring every child’s access to 
schooling toward providing every child with 
higher-quality, more personalized education.

The country’s 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-2030) 
calls for leveraging AI to transform educational 
models and integrating the technology into 
every element, stage and scenario of education. 
In April, the Ministry of Education launched an 
“AI Plus Education” action plan to accelerate 
AI education in primary and secondary schools, 
encourage interdisciplinary teaching and expand 
AI applications in classrooms.

These policies are already taking shape 
nationwide.

In Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, AI literacy 
classes were introduced, through which students 
created digital avatars that introduce the city’s 
culture in the local dialect using generative AI.

In Beijing, the AI “agent” at Beijing No. 13 
Secondary School, through analyzing learning 
data, identifies common learning gaps across a 
class as well as the strengths and weaknesses of 
each student. It also provides teachers with new 
ideas to enrich classroom instruction via AI.

For instance, Zhang Meiya, a teacher at 
the school, worked with the AI system to shift 
abstract content closer to students’ daily lives, 
developing case studies on issues such as smart-
home privacy disputes and the spread of AI-
generated fake news, before teaching a lesson on 
citizens’ rights and responsibilities.

At Beijing No. 35 High School, programming 
teacher Dong Yue has seen another benefit.

“Previously, we had to examine each student’s 
code line by line, which took a tremendous amount 

of time and effort. Now the AI agent can complete 
the initial assessment very quickly,” Dong said. 
The time saved is now devoted to lesson planning, 
individualized guidance and professional 
development instead of repetitive grading.

These changes were built on years of 
investment in digital education. China achieved 
internet connectivity across all primary and 
secondary schools in 2020, laying the foundation 
for wider adoption of digital learning tools. 
Today, AI is increasingly viewed as the next step 
in this transformation.

The technology is also helping bridge what 
has long been seen as a difficult balance between 
standardized education and individualized 
learning.

For Wang Jiayi, vice minister of education, 
this points to the future of education.

Instead of a one-size-fits-all model, future 
education will provide individualized learning 
pathways tailored to each student, with greater 
flexibility, learner autonomy, diversified 
evaluation and personalized instruction becoming 
increasingly achievable, Wang said.

Educators caution, however, that AI remains 
far from perfect. Current systems may struggle to 
accurately evaluate certain types of writing, such 
as travel essays, or assess students’ reasoning 
processes in some mathematics problems. Data 
interoperability between different AI platforms 
also remains a challenge in some areas.

“That is precisely why the role of teachers 
has not been diminished but rather strengthened,” 
said Wu Chunhui, vice principal of Beijing No. 
13 Secondary School. “AI is an assisting tool. 
It cannot replace teachers in providing values-
based guidance, inspiring students intellectually, 
or engaging empathetically with students in 
complex situations.”

Liu Jizhong, principal of Beijing No. 35 High 
School, believes teachers will increasingly become 
designers of learning experiences, gatekeepers 
of AI use and guardians of technological ethics, 
rather than simply transmitters of knowledge.

For educators, technology is not the ultimate 
goal. Instead, AI is seen as a tool to help make 
quality education more accessible while keeping 
students’ all-around development at the center of 
learning.

As Yao Xiaoying, principal of the Foreign 
Languages Primary School affiliated with the 
Shenzhen University Education Group, put it: 
“Technology is merely the fuse. What we truly 
want to ignite is every child’s inner motivation, 
which is the confidence to say, ‘I want to learn, 
and I can do it.’”          – Xinhua

China’s AI classroom 
revolution takes root

Analysis
BEIJING – China’s newly issued 15th 

Five-Year Plan for Building a Beautiful 
China sets binding environmental targets 
through 2030 and maps out a green 
industrial leap over the next five years, 
pushing traditional industries to retrofit 
while accelerating green sectors.

Analysts summarize it as a dual-
approach that focuses on subtracting 
emissions from heavy industry, while 
adding green capacity. It is a framing that 
shifts the conversation from pollution 
control to industrial modernization.

Official data shows the plan starts 
from a position of measurable progress: 
89.3 percent of days with good air 
quality in cities at and above prefecture 
level, PM2.5 at 28 micrograms per cubic 
meter, and forest coverage above 25 
percent.

But ecology authorities have 
cautioned that structural, deep-rooted 
and trend-based environmental pressures 
have not been fundamentally resolved, 
and the inflection point from quantitative 
to qualitative improvement has yet to 
arrive. The plan, developed through 
extensive analysis and consultation, 
frames the five-year period as a critical 
stage for reaching that turning point.

INDUSTRIAL SHIFT
Nine energy-intensive sectors, 

including steel, electrolytic aluminum, 
cement and six others, are the targets 
of a three-year energy-saving retrofit 
campaign initially outlined by the 
country’s top economic planner and 
now written into the plan’s 20 major 
projects.

The blueprint revises the industrial 
restructuring catalog to flag inefficient, 
high-emission processes for elimination, 
sets escalating minimum renewable 
energy consumption targets for key 
industries, and promotes green factory 
construction.

Six of the plan’s 18 indicators are 
binding, covering carbon emissions, 
energy intensity, air and water quality, 
creating a compliance-driven incentive 
for traditional industries to upgrade 
while channeling clean energy toward 
western regions of the country.

Sun Chuanwang, a professor from 
the China Center for Energy Economics 
Research at Xiamen University, said 
the plan’s sector-specific approach, 
which revises technology standards, 
phases out outdated capacity and directs 
renewable energy to underdeveloped 
regions, provides “a clear pathway to 
force transformation through systemic 
standards.”

He added that traditional industries 
still have “substantial latent potential 
in energy restructuring and efficiency 
improvement.”

Meanwhile, green industries are 
scaling at pace. China’s green and low-
carbon industries together command a 
market of roughly 11 trillion yuan, shared 
by more than 2 million enterprises.

New energy vehicles are the headline 
act: production hit 16.6 million units in 
2025, up 29 percent year on year, with 
sales up 28.2 percent, extending an 
11-year global lead. Photovoltaic and 
lithium battery supply chains have also 

become export pillars, industry data 
shows.

Sun said the plan explicitly targets 
building “green, low-carbon industrial 
clusters with international competitive 
advantage,” noting that the policy 
framework, from binding emissions 
targets to revised industrial standards, 
is designed to remove uncertainty for 
capital deployment.

NEW FRONTIERS
Several sub-sectors within the 

broader green economy are emerging as 
high-growth frontiers. Green hydrogen 
is the most eye-catching: A Sinolink 
Securities research report projects 
demand of 3 million tonnes in 2026 and 
cumulative demand of 65 million tonnes 
over the five-year period, as tighter 
carbon regulations drive fleet conversion 
and industrial feedstock substitution.

The report also recommends focusing 
on green methanol, hydrogen production 
equipment and fuel-cell vehicles as the 
most commercially viable near-term 
segments.

Green fuels for aviation and maritime 
decarbonization form another focus, 
with analysts identifying sustainable 
aviation fuel, marine fuel and recycled 
materials as the three main investment 
threads, according to a CITIC Securities 
report.

Across these sub-sectors, the tighter 
carbon regulations are defining the 
regulatory direction of the five-year 
period.

Digital and green technologies are 
also converging. Sun said the plan 
encourages digital-green integration 
across more industries and scenarios, 
driving new business models in energy 
management, carbon accounting and 
smart grids.

The convergence, he noted, is 
“injecting sustained momentum into the 
green industrial leap” by enabling new 
efficiencies and new service models that 
were not feasible a decade ago.

A CLIMATE 
COMMITMENT

With the five-year period being 
critical and tough for peaking carbon 
emissions, Huang Runqiu, the ecology 
and environment minister, said the 
country must implement dual control 
over total carbon emissions and 
intensity, accelerate the national carbon 
market, and deepen energy-saving and 
carbon-reduction retrofits, pursuing the 
carbon peak step by step on a planned 
timetable.

On product carbon footprints, Huang 
noted that “from a car battery to a water 
cup,” everything can be covered under 
product carbon footprint management. 
He stressed that progress must be 
connected to China’s actual conditions, 
“establishing the new before discarding 
the old, seeking progress while 
maintaining stability.”

Sun said the plan is designed to 
guide emerging green industries toward 
core technology breakthroughs and 
build “green, low-carbon industrial 
clusters with international competitive 
advantage.”

– Xinhua

Building on green gains, 
roadmap charts next !ve years 

for a Beautiful China

A visitor and a humanoid robot make heart gestures as they pose for photos during the 2026 World AI Conference 
and High-Level Meeting on Global AI Governance in Shanghai yesterday. The 2026 World AI Conference and High-
Level Meeting on Global AI Governance concluded yesterday.            – Xinhua 
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BEIJING – China consistently 
observes the purposes and principles 
of the UN Charter and firmly 
supports the cause of the UN, said 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi yesterday.

Wang, also a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee, made the remarks when 
meeting with Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkett, Guyana’s permanent 
representative to the United Nations 
and a candidate for the next UN 
secretary-general, in Beijing.

Rodrigues-Birkett said that 
no matter how the situation may 
evolve, multilateralism is not 
optional, but imperative for the 
international community.

She expressed support for the 
United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 2758 and said she will 
adhere to the one-China principle. 
She also hailed the four major 
global initiatives proposed by 
China and its efforts to advocate 
for the establishment of the World 
Artificial Intelligence Cooperation 
Organization.

Rodrigues-Birkett said she will 
continue to push for the reform of 
the UN to make it more agile and 
efficient, to uphold fairness and 
justice, and to place sustainable 
development at the center of the 
international agenda.

Wang said all parties expect 
the next secretary-general to lead 

the UN in confronting difficulties 
and challenges, and to play the role 
due to the position in the cause of 
international peace and development.

“The UN is not perfect, but 
without the UN, the world will be 
worse,” he said.

Noting this year marks the 
55th anniversary of the restoration 
of the lawful seat of the People’s 
Republic of China at the UN, 
Wang said no matter how the 
international situation may change, 
China has always been, and will 
continue to be a builder of world 

peace, a contributor to global 
development, and a defender of 
international order.

He said China will take part 
in the selection of the next UN 
secretary-general in a responsible 
and constructive manner, and 
supports the selection of a 
secretary-general who will uphold 
the UN Charter, demonstrate 
outstanding competence, act with 
fairness and integrity, and shoulder 
responsibilities with commitment, 
in accordance with the UN Charter.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – Premier Li Qiang 
congratulated Andy Burnham 
yesterday on assuming office as 
British prime minister.

Li  noted that China and Britain 
are both permanent members of the 
UN Security Council and major 
global economies. Stronger dialogue 
and cooperation will not only advance 
the development of both countries but 
also contribute to greater stability in 

global peace, he said.
Li expressed his readiness to 

work with Burnham to strengthen 
engagement, deepen mutual trust, 
expand exchanges and cooperation, 
and advance the long-term and 
stable comprehensive strategic 
partnership, bringing greater 
benefits to both countries and their 
peoples. (More about Burnham on 
P.11)   – Xinhua

BEIJING – The strong calls 
from Japanese local assemblies 
to uphold the Three Non-Nuclear 
Principles reflect the public 
aspiration for peace, foreign 
ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said 
yesterday at a regular press briefing.

Lin made the remarks in response 
to a question regarding that since 
the Takaichi administration came to 
power, a total of 82 local assemblies 
across Japan including those in 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki have 
submitted written opinions to the 
central government or the parliament, 
urging the administration to uphold 
Japan’s Three Non-Nuclear Principles 
or enshrine them into law.

Lin said such voices also show 
that the Japanese ruling authorities’ 
wrong choice of departing from the 
pacifist constitution and accelerating 
remilitarization is unpopular.

If the Japanese ruling authorities 
keep misjudging the situation on 
nuclear issues and persist in revising 
the Three Non-Nuclear Principles to 
allow the deployment of allied nuclear 
weapons in Japan, such moves will 
not only pose a grave provocation to 
the post-WWII order and the global 
nuclear non-proliferation regime, 
but also run counter to Japan’s own 
peaceful pledges and widespread 
domestic public opinion, and Japan 
will inevitably pay a heavy price in 
the end, he added.

Lin stated that as a non-
nuclear-weapon party state to the 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), Japan 
bears indisputable, undeniable and 
non-negotiable obligations under 
international law to refrain from 
receiving, manufacturing, acquiring 
or transferring nuclear weapons.

“Takaichi in February this 
year reiterated the commitment to 
the three non-nuclear principles. 
Japanese delegates attending the 
Review Conference of the Parties 
to the NPT in May reaffirmed the 
stance of making no changes to the 
three non-nuclear principles. The 
world will wait and see whether 
Japan could honor its words that are 
still ringing in our ears,” he said.

Lin said China calls on the 
international community and all 
peace-loving people in Japan to urge 
the Japanese authorities to earnestly 
abide by its NPT obligations, 
completely abandon remilitarization 
and the intention to possess nuclear 
weapons, stop pushing to revise the 
three non-nuclear principles, stop 
the so-called “extended deterrence” 
cooperation with other countries, 
not to seek the introduction of 
allies’ nuclear weapons to Japan 
and immediately take effective 
steps to address the great imbalance 
between the supply and demand of 
sensitive nuclear materials so as to 
earn trust from its Asian neighbors 
and the international community 
with concrete actions.        

 – Xinhua

BEIJING – The China Coast 
Guard (CCG) has urged the 
Philippines to immediately stop 
infringements, provocations and 
groundless hype after Philippine 
personnel from an illegally 
grounded vessel aggressively 
harassed a small CCG patrol boat 
near China’s Ren’ai Jiao yesterday.

At around 9:00 a.m., two rubber 
boats from the grounded Philippine 
ship LT-57 rapidly approached 
the CCG patrol boat, which was 
conducting routine patrols, in a 

dangerous manner and rammed it, 
despite repeated clear warnings, 
according to a CCG statement.

The Philippine side also 
maliciously struck Chinese law 
enforcement officers with oars, 
poles and other tools during the 
incident, the CCG said.

In response, the CCG took 
measures including verbal warnings, 
vessel maneuvers and reciprocal 
countermeasures to stabilize the 
situation, exercising maximum 
restraint and acting in accordance 

with relevant laws and regulations.
After the incident, the 

Philippine side distorted facts and 
made false accusations against 
China, which the CCG said was a 
blatant reversal of right and wrong.

The CCG stressed that it will 
continue to carry out rights protection 
and law enforcement operations in 
accordance with the law in the Nansha 
Qundao, including Ren’ai Jiao, and 
adjacent waters, and firmly safeguard 
national territorial sovereignty and 
maritime rights and interests.  – Xinhua

MOSCOW – Ukrainian drone 
attacks targeting the Moscow region 
injured 10 people, including three 
Chinese citizens, regional governor 
Andrei Vorobyov said yesterday.

The Chinese Embassy in Russia 
confirmed the details to Xinhua.

The injured Chinese nationals, 
along with other victims, are 
receiving medical treatment at 
local hospitals.

According to the embassy, the 
injured personnel are all employees 
of an overseas warehouse operated 
by a Chinese logistics company in 

Russia. One of the wounded has 
been scheduled to take a return 
flight to China later the same day.

Xinhua reporters learned that 
the three Chinese workers were on 
duty at the warehouse at around 
6:40 a.m. Upon hearing explosions 
in the warehouse compound, they 
rushed out to an open area but were 
struck by drone shrapnel.

Hospital sources confirmed that 
the most severely injured worker 
has undergone surgery, the second 
remains hospitalized, while the 
third with minor injuries has been 

discharged and will fly back to China.
The Chinese logistics firm has 

notified the families of all three 
injured employees.

The Chinese Embassy in Russia 
has sent staff to the hospital to visit 
and comfort the injured. It has also 
urged Russian authorities to take 
all necessary measures to treat 
the wounded and fully safeguard 
the personal safety of Chinese 
nationals in Russia.

The strikes unfolded from 
Sunday night through the early 
hours of yesterday.           – Xinhua

China !rmly supports cause 
of UN: Wang Yi

Premier Li congratulates 
Burnham on assuming 

o"ce as British PM

Japan to pay heavy price for 
wrong judgments on nuclear 

issues: spokesperson

China Coast Guard urges Philippines 
to stop infringements, provocations, 

hype near Ren’ai Jiao

3 Chinese wounded in Ukrainian drone 
attacks in Moscow region

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, shakes hands with Carolyn 
Rodrigues-Birkett, Guyana’s permanent representative to the United Nations and a 
candidate for the next UN secretary-general, in Beijing yesterday.      – Xinhua

Premier Li Qiang (right) shakes hands with Prime Minister of the Kingdom of 
Thailand Anutin Charnvirakul, who is on an official visit to China, at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing yesterday. (Story on p.8)           – Xinhua 
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Chad Williams and Pam Castro
MANILA – Asia’s only 

dedicated exorcism centre – 
designed to train not only Philippine 
priests but clergy from across 
the region – sits just off a busy 
thoroughfare in Metro Manila.

Inside, neatly made-up rooms 
for visiting priests line warmly lit 
halls that lead to a chapel where the 
400-year-old ritual takes place.

Holy relics employed in the 
proceedings line one wall, another 
features a one-way mirror that 
allows family members and novice 
exorcists to observe.

The Michael Centre for Spiritual 
Liberation and Exorcism – five months 
old this week – was built because 
“cases were piling up”, Father Jose 
Francisco Syquia told AFP.

Trauma driven by bullying, sexual 
abuse and the pain of separation 
as family members leave for work 
abroad has increasingly opened the 
door to spiritual attacks, he said.

“We had to find a more permanent 
and secure and private place to pray 
over people,” Syquia said.

The centre’s function as an 
effective school for exorcists, 
however, is what makes it unique.

“I don’t know of any other 
centre in the world that trains 
exorcists,” Syquia said of the two-
storey facility built largely with 
donations from local families of the 
previously afflicted.

Priests from countries including 
Singapore, Malaysia, Cambodia 
and India were already lining up for 
training, Syquia added.

A key element of that training 
is discerning the difference 
between psychological and spiritual 
problems, he said.

‘Beyond science’
While the centre operates without 

strict Vatican oversight, it follows 
long-standing Church rules governing 
exorcism, including mandatory vetting 
by mental health professionals.

“We have clinical psychologists. 
We have a psychiatrist... There are 
also neurologists, so they work 
hand in hand with us,” Syquia told 
AFP on a visit to the centre.

Still, he insists he knows a demonic 
possession when he sees one.

“You will see a change in 
behaviour... a different consciousness. 
Something else takes over a person,” 
Syquia said, noting he had personally 
exorcised a demon only a week earlier.

“When it comes to the spiritual 
world, we need something beyond 
science.”

But attempts to draw that 
distinction have long worried the 
mental health community.

“If a condition isn’t recognised 
as medical, it delays appropriate 
treatment,” Christopher French, a 
psychologist and emeritus professor 
at the University of London, told AFP.

“It’s more dangerous to accept 
the supernatural explanations,” 
he warned, noting that conditions 
ranging from schizophrenia to 
Tourette’s syndrome were once 
interpreted as spirit possession.

‘A lot of stigma’
The Philippines has roughly 

one psychiatrist for every 200,000 
people in the archipelago, according 
to the World Health Organisation. 
Some provinces have none at all.

Given the choice between 
an exorcist and a mental health 
professional, many in the heavily 
Catholic country will choose the 
former, Dr Kathryn Tan, a Manila-

based psychiatrist, told AFP.
“It’s a lot of stigma when 

somebody is taken to a psychiatrist,” 
she said.

“If it’s an exorcism... you’re a 
victim, but if you’re brought to a 
psychiatrist, there’s a lot of shame,” 
she said.

Many of her own patients came 
only after first visiting indigenous 
healers, Tan said, viewing 
psychiatry as a “last resort”.

Tan, who said alleged possessions 
are often accompanied by symptoms 
of psychosis, insisted Philippine 
psychiatrists were not seeking to 
“compete with the Catholic Church”, 
but rather to bridge the gap between 

culture and science.
“It’s about... compassion and 

empathy and trying our best to 
understand without judgement what 
our patients are experiencing,” she 
said.

Both Tan and French agreed 
that cultural sensitivities need to be 
respected in treatment.

“You can shape a treatment to fit 
the belief system without explicitly 
endorsing it,” French said, 
conceding an exorcism might even 
have a beneficial placebo effect in 
some cases.

Tan, who said she keeps an “open 
mind” about the supernatural, said it 
was not surprising when people seek 
spiritual explanations for something 
they cannot readily define.

“Perhaps this is our way of trying 
to control the unknown,” she said.

Inside his office, Father Syquia 
told AFP he was confident science 
and faith could coexist.

“We’re... focusing on the spiritual 
dimension. But of course, the body is 
always part of that,” he said.

A greater national investment 
in mental health care might even 
lighten his own load, he conceded.

“If psychology and psychiatry, if 
proper mental and emotional health 
(are) fostered in our country, there 
will be (fewer exorcism) cases,” he 
said.

“Science is a gift from God.”
– AFP

This illustration photo taken on March 19, shows a man watching footage of a 
woman being exorcised, in Makati, Metro Manila.                – AFP

SINGAPORE – Singapore yesterday 
encouraged providers of generative artificial 
intelligence (AI) chatbots to present key 
information in plain language through a 
“chatbot info card,” the centerpiece of its 
new voluntary Transparency Guidelines for 
Generative AI Chatbots.

The guidelines, launched at the 
Singapore Data Festival by Minister for 
Digital Development and Information 
Josephine Teo, recommend that chatbot 
providers clearly explain a chatbot’s 
capabilities and limitations, safety and 
reliability practices, data use and protection, 
and channels for reporting concerns.

Teo said information users need is 
often presented in a “scattered” manner. 
She likened the info card to a medicine 
label, providing a single, consolidated 
place where users can easily find essential 
information about a chatbot.

The info card can take various forms, 
such as a dedicated webpage or a disclosure 
document, but should be written in plain 
language, easy to navigate and readily 
accessible.

Providers are encouraged to update the 
information whenever significant changes 
affect a chatbot’s capabilities, risks or 
safety policies.

According to a statement from 
Singapore’s Infocomm Media Development 
Authority, several organizations, including 
global AI companies Google and Meta, 
as well as major Singapore-based AI 
deployers such as DBS, OCBC, Singapore 
Airlines and Synapxe, have indicated they 
intend to use the guidelines as a reference 
over the next six to 12 months.

The guidelines currently focus on 
generative AI chatbots because of “their scale, 
high consumer touchpoint, and growing 
societal concerns around data privacy, the 
safety of minors, and risks to mentally 
vulnerable users,” said the statement.

During the opening of the five-day 
Singapore Data Festival, the government 
also released several initiatives, including 
a playbook to help enterprises adopt digital 
twin technologies and advisory guidelines 
on the use of personal data in generative AI.

– Xinhua

MANILA – A village official was shot 
dead by two gunmen in Rizal province near 
the Philippine capital Manila on Friday, 
local media reported yesterday.

Police said the victim, a village 
secretary, was on his way to work when 
one of the gunmen opened fire from 

behind. The suspects fled by motorcycle. 
He was taken to a hospital for treatment 
but succumbed to his injuries on Sunday.

Authorities said a manhunt is underway 
after police recovered the motorcycle 
believed to have been used in the attack.

– Xinhua

BANGKOK – Thai Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul serenaded Chinese Premier Li 
Qiang during a formal lunch in Beijing yesterday, 
the latest example of his musical diplomacy.

Footage released by Anutin’s office showed 
the Thai leader sitting alongside Li on a long 
table, holding a microphone and singing a 
classic hit by Taiwanese star Teresa Teng.

Li and other assembled guests, who sat in 
front of Thai and Chinese flags, clapped alongside 
as a piano was heard in the background.

Earlier this month, Anutin performed a 
rendition of “My Way”, the song popularised by 
Frank Sinatra, with Malaysian Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim – the Thai leader this time on 
the saxophone, as his counterpart sang.

And on a visit to Hanoi last month, Anutin 

played a Vietnamese instrument with local 
musicians in front of Prime Minister Le Minh 
Hung.

Anutin, who took office in September 
before winning February elections, is a scion of 
a construction dynasty but presents himself as a 
man of the people.

A hobbyist jet pilot, he also plays the piano 
and the Thai flute.

At the same time he is seen as loyal to 
Thailand’s traditional social order – a stance 
that resonates with many in a still largely 
conservative society.

In recent weeks Anutin has also performed 
with a Thai teenager who went viral with a 
rocking performance on TV show America’s 
Got Talent.            –AFP

Myanmar Permanent Secretary Hau Khan Sum, (front row left to right) Malaysia’s Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Amran Mohamed Zin, Thailand’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Sihasak Phuangketkeow, East Timor’s Foreign Minister Bendito dos Santos Freitas, Vietnam’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Dang Hoang Giang, Philippine Foreign Secretary Theresa Lazaro, Singapore’s Permanent Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs Albert Chua, Brunei’s Foreign Minister Erywan Yusof, Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, Indonesia’s Director General for ASEAN Cooperation Ina Hagniningtyas 
Krisnamurthi, Laos Foreign Minister Thongsavanh Phomvihane, and ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim 
Hourn pose for a photo with representatives from the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human 
Rights (AICHR) Representatives during the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting at the Philippine International 
Convention Centre in Pasay, Metro Manila yesterday.                          – AFP

Faith vs therapy: Inside the Philippine school for exorcists
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song on China visit
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Arunabh Saikia
NEW DELHI – Indian police 

fired tear gas yesterday to stop 
thousands of protesters demanding 
the education minister’s resignation 
and wider examination reforms from 
marching on parliament.

The demonstrators, mostly young 
students, converged at the Jantar 
Mantar protest site in the heart of 
New Delhi in a show of force by an 
online movement that has tapped into 
widespread anger over the education 
system and unemployment.

The area reverberated with the 
sound of tear gas shells fired at 
protesters, who responded by pelting 
stones, AFP correspondents saw.

Dozens of protesters and police 
personnel were injured in the clashes, 
witnesses said.

As tensions escalated, Delhi 
Police issued a statement urging 
protesters to exercise restraint and 
“refrain from indulging in any 
unlawful or violent activities”.

The protesters are seeking the 
resignation of Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan over exam 
irregularities, including question 
paper leaks and technical glitches.

They defied a steady monsoon 
drizzle and heavy police barricading 
to join one of the capital’s biggest 
demonstrations in around five years.

“Our country deserves a 
government that is bothered about 
what the young people have to say 
and is willing to correct its mistakes,” 
said Sumit Kumar, 18.

“The future belongs to us and not 
these politicians.”

The internet was cut in parts of central 
New Delhi during the protest, which 
police said they had not authorised.

The protest came after prominent 
activist Sonam Wangchuk was 
forcibly taken to hospital on Saturday, 
bringing an abrupt end to his 20-
day hunger strike in support of the 
movement launched by the satirical 
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP).

The CJP has won millions of 
followers on social media since its 
launch in May, fuelling one of the 
biggest challenges to Hindu-nationalist 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi since 
he won his third term in office in 2024.

‘Ignored’
“Why are the police resorting to 

tear gas assault on peaceful protesters?” 
the CJP said in a post on X.

“First your govt ignored this 
protest for a month and now when 
we are peacefully marching your 
govt is attacking us. Why?”

Wangchuk said later yesterday 
he would resume his hunger strike 
in hospital after seeing the “brutality 
with which peacefully protesting 
students are being dealt with”.

Modi did not mention the 
protesters in a public address before 
the start of the monsoon session of 
parliament yesterday.

Despite rapid economic growth, 
millions of people in the world’s most 
populous nation still struggle to find stable 
and well-paying jobs, fuelling discontent.

Some 2.2 million aspiring medical 
students sat for a re-examination 
under tight security last month 
after the previous test was scrapped 
following the leak of a question paper.

That came on top of another 
scandal related to the online marking 
system of tests taken by nearly two 
million high school students.

Two CJP leaders met senior 
minister JP Nadda yesterday and 
submitted a letter spelling out their 
demands, which include compensation 
of 10 million rupees (US$104,000) 
to the families of each student who 

reportedly took their own lives 
following the medical paper leak.

‘Dragged around’
Shubhi Rao, 16, said she had 

joined the protest to demand 
accountability from the government.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has shown himself as someone who 
isn’t bothered about the youth of this 
country,” she told AFP.

Rahul Gandhi of the opposition 
Congress party accused Modi of 
trying to silence young people who 
were raising legitimate questions 
about the education system.

“The criminals who leaked the 
papers roam free and the students 
raising valid issues are dragged 
around, beaten,” he said on X.

Opposition members also chanted 
slogans inside the parliament’s lower 
house, demanding justice for students.

Smaller protests were also held in 
Mumbai and Goa.

The CJP movement, founded by 
public relations graduate Abhijeet 
Dipke, emerged after Chief Justice 
Surya Kant reportedly likened young 
people to “cockroaches” and “parasites” 
during a court hearing, sparking outrage.

The protest appeared likely to 
continue today, with CJP spokesman 
Saurav Das saying that the party was 
yet to hear from the government about 
their demands and that the protest at 
Jantar Mantar would continue.

“We are still waiting,” Das said.
– AFP

Banaras Hindu University (BHU) students in solidarity with Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) hold placards during a protest demanding the resignation of India’s Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over alleged NEET exam irregularities in Varanasi, India 
yesterday.                       – AFP

KABUL – Nearly 5 million 
mothers and children in 
Afghanistan will require urgent 
nutrition support this year, the 
UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
reported yesterday, underscoring 
the deepening humanitarian 
crisis gripping the war-stricken 
country.

“For millions of mothers in 
Afghanistan, it means holding 
on to hope despite the threat of 
malnutrition,” the Afghanistan 
office of the OCHA posted on its 
X account.

It stressed that timely 

humanitarian action can still 
save lives and prevent long-term 
damage to a generation already 
scarred by years of crisis.

The alert comes just days 
after the UN Children’s Fund 
raised similar concerns, stating 
that 3.7 million children under 
the age of 5 are at heightened 
risk of severe acute malnutrition.

Afghanistan continues to 
grapple with one of the world’s 
largest humanitarian crises, 
driven by economic collapse, 
climate shocks, and restricted 
access to essential services.

– Xinhua

HERAT, Afghanistan – Authorities 
in southwestern Afghanistan were 
searching yesterday for 14 people 
missing in the desert after five other 
migrants trying to reach neighbouring 
Iran died in the heat, police said.

The group departed more than a 
week ago in Nimroz, one of the driest 
and hottest provinces of the country, 
where temperatures top 45C.

“After their vehicle broke down 
in a storm and became stuck in the 
dust, the driver was forced to head 
towards residential areas in search 
of a solution or someone who could 
fix the problem, but he lost his way,” 
said Gul Mohammad Qudrat, Nimroz 
province police spokesman.

“Police found him and took him 
to the Nimroz provincial hospital for 

treatment because he was exhausted 
from thirst and extreme heat,” said 
Qudrat, without detailing when the 
driver was found.

Five migrants who had been 
in the vehicle and died from thirst 
and exhaustion were subsequently 
recovered, police said earlier.

“There is still no news about the 
fate of the other 14 people (missing). 
Search operations are ongoing in the 
areas of Chahar Burjak district of 
Nimroz,” Qudrat said on Monday.

People are drawn to Iran by better 
job opportunities and a common 
language, but legal routes are limited.

A doctor at Nimroz provincial 
hospital told AFP that two brothers 
were among the five victims brought 
to the facility by security forces.

“Such cases happen every day; 
there are many casualties because 
they lose their way on this route,” 
he said, requesting anonymity for 
security reasons.

The latest victims were from 
Balkh province, hundreds of 
kilometres away in northern 
Afghanistan, the doctor said Sunday.

Police said a search was 
underway for the driver, who had 
fled the hospital.

Temperatures near the Iran border 
reach dangerous highs in the summer, 
but they can also plunge in winter.

At least 18 migrants froze to 
death while trying to reach Iran from 
Afghanistan’s Herat province in 
December, when temperatures were 
around -3C.        – AFP

NEW DELHI – At least five 
members of a family, including 
four children, died and two 
others were injured when the 
roof of their house collapsed over 
them amid heavy rains in India’s 
northern state of Uttar Pradesh 
on Sunday night, confirmed a 
local cop yesterday.

The incident was reported 
from the Habibpur village in the 
state’s Muzaffarnagar district.

The injured were admitted to 
a local hospital.

An alert for heavy rains was 
sounded in various parts of north 
and northeast India for the next 
few days.                – AFP

Residents look at damaged vehicles after flash floods and landslides 
triggered by heavy rains wreaked havoc in Rajouri district in India’s Jammu 
region on Sunday.
Flash floods and landslides caused by monsoon rains killed at least 19 people 
in India on Sunday, officials and local media said, as authorities mounted 
rescue operations in affected regions.      – AFP

Residents wade through floodwater following heavy monsoon rains at Landi 
Kotal, in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province yesterday.   – AFP
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TEHRAN – Iran is fighting a 
“full-scale war” with the United 
States, its president said yesterday, 
as Washington expanded its strikes 
across the Islamic republic.

The declaration came as 
Tehran’s Yemeni allies, the Houthi 
rebels, threatened to expand the 
war yet further by announcing they 
would blockade Saudi ports, putting 
at risk Riyadh’s ability to bypass the 
Strait of Hormuz for some of its oil 
exports.

Throughout the war, which began 
in late February, Iran has targeted 
what it says are US assets across 
the region, with the Revolutionary 
Guards saying yesterday they hit 
targets in Bahrain, Jordan and Syria, 
but so far the Houthis have stayed 
on the sidelines.

“The reality is that today the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is engaged 
in a full-scale war,” President 
Masoud Pezeshkian said, according 
to a presidency statement.

His comments came after state 
media and local authorities reported 
US strikes yesterday in the north 
and centre of the country.

The Middle East war resumed 
after a weeks-long lull prompted by 
an agreement signed in June, and 
oil prices surged to a one-month 
high as the foes battled to control 
the vital Strait of Hormuz, through 
which a fifth of world oil travelled 
in peacetime.

As its truce with the US 

collapsed, Tehran reimposed its 
blockade of the waterway, while 
Washington hit back by again 
counterblockading Iran’s ports.

Red Sea threat
Saudi Arabia has been able 

to continue exporting millions 
of barrels of oil a day despite the 
Hormuz blockade – although far 
below its prewar totals – via its Red 
Sea port of Yanbu.

Oil markets have for months 
feared that the Houthis would 

return to attacking shipping in 
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, 
as they did during the Gaza war, 
potentially cutting off yet more 
crude from global markets.

The Houthis, who have been at 
war with Riyadh for over a decade 
as part of Yemen’s civil war, have 
not said how they will enforce their 
blockade.

Riyadh and the Houthis 
exchanged fire for the first time 
in years last week, as their frozen 
conflict reignited over a dispute 

involving Iran.
In Hormuz, meanwhile, sailors 

abandoned a vessel set on fire in 
an attack, according to the UK 
Maritime Trade Operations agency.

The Revolutionary Guards had 
earlier said that two oil tankers 
trying to transit the strait “exploded 
and were brought to a halt”, 
according to a statement reported 
by Tasnim news agency.

On Sunday, US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio called on 
countries around the world to share 
the burden of protecting global 
shipping.

US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) said on Sunday 
that it successfully completed the 
ninth consecutive night of strikes 
against Iran, while Rubio said he 
would “continue to try” to reach a 
diplomatic solution.

Diplomatic exchanges
The fresh fighting came after 

a weekend in which the US 
announced three new US military 
fatalities and one service member 
missing in action.

Two were killed during Iranian 
missile and drone attacks on Jordan 
on Friday, while another service 
member was killed in northern Iraq 
during the controlled detonation 
of unexploded ordnance from a 
downed Iranian drone, CENTCOM 
said.

President Donald Trump said 

US strikes on Iran “hit them very 
hard” in honour of the American 
fatalities.

The deaths brought to 17 the 
confirmed number of US military 
fatalities since the conflict began.

On Friday, Iran’s health ministry 
reported that 50 people had been 
killed in recent fighting and more 
than 500 wounded.

Despite the latest attacks, Iranian 
foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil 
Baqaei said diplomatic exchanges 
with the US via mediators were 
ongoing.

“Ideas have been conveyed to 
us by certain mediators,” he told a 
news conference in Tehran attended 
by AFP.

Iran’s Interior Minister 
Eskandar Momeni was set to travel 
to mediator Pakistan’s capital 
yesterday, a Pakistani interior 
ministry source told AFP, without 
confirming the reason.

Meanwhile Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards announced on Monday that 
they had hit targets in Syria, Jordan 
and Kuwait overnight.

Kuwait’s military said yesterday 
afternoon it was responding to fresh 
missile and drone attacks.

Bahrain’s interior ministry also 
said its air raid sirens had sounded 
and urged citizens and residents to 
head to “the nearest safe place”.

Bahrain’s civil aviation body 
said Iran had targeted its air 
navigation systems.      – AFP

ALGIERS, Algeria – Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez said 
in Algiers yesterday that he sought 
to deepen ties with Algeria, as the 
countries mend relations after a 
dispute over Western Sahara.

Sánchez told reporters that 
the visit, a first in four years, held 
“particular importance” for Spain, 
which views Algeria as “not only 
a neighbouring country but also a 
strategic partner”.

The premier, who was 
accompanied by senior Spanish 
energy executives, said Algeria was 
Spain’s largest supplier of natural 
gas this year.

Ties between Algiers and 
Madrid deteriorated in 2022 

when Spain backed Morocco’s 
sovereignty claim over Western 
Sahara, reversing its decades-long 
neutral stance on the conflict over 
its former colony.

Spain’s shift had angered 
Algeria, which backs the pro-
independence Polisario Front in 
Western Sahara.

Algeria’s President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune said at the news 
conference in Algiers that talks 
with Sánchez were “fruitful” and 
“frank”, and the visit gave bilateral 
relations a “new impetus”.

Tebboune added that they 
discussed energy and ways to 
encourage Spanish companies 
to invest in Algeria, as well as 

migration issues and Western 
Sahara.

Sanchez said it was “essential 
to strengthen the political dialogue 
between Spain and Algeria” and 
to “build a mutually beneficial 
economic partnership”.

Algeria had suspended a 2002 
friendship treaty with Spain in 
2022, recalled its ambassador and 
froze banking operations linked to 
trade with Madrid after it backed 
Morocco’s plan for Western 
Sahara.

Algeria and Spain began 
restoring commercial ties last year, 
and in March this year Algeria said 
it reactivated the friendship treaty.

– AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – US 
gasoline prices jumped back to 
an average of US$4.0 per gallon 
(3.785 litres) yesterday according to 
the AAA motor club, as Iran said it 
was fighting a “full-scale war” with 
the United States while both sides 
intensified attacks.

The uptick underscores the 
political risks faced by US President 
Donald Trump ahead of crucial 
midterm elections in November, 
with affordability shaping up to be 
a key worry among voters.

Prices at the pump breached 
this threshold in March after US-
Israel attacks targeting Iran sparked 
Tehran’s retaliation in virtually 
closing off the Strait of Hormuz – a 
key waterway for energy transit.

Global oil prices soared in the 
wake of the conflict, sending US 
gasoline costs higher as well.

Prior to that, the last time prices 
surged above US$4.0 a gallon was 
in 2022, on the back of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

The national average cost for 

a gallon of regular gasoline was 
US$3.14 a year ago.

US households saw some 
temporary respite in recent weeks 
as gasoline prices – which have 
been squeezing families’ budgets 
– dropped below the US$4.0 per 
gallon average on an interim deal 
between Washington and Tehran.

But fighting has since resumed.
American households have been 

hit by years of price increases, and 
the energy price shock this year sent 
inflation to a three-year high. – AFP

MARSEILLE – A Ukrainian-
born millionaire targeted in a 
bombing attack in Monaco last 
month claimed he had no idea who 
might want him dead and said he 
planned to continue living in the 
micro-state.

In his first interview since 
the attack published yesterday, 
Vadym Yermolaiev, who remains 
hospitalised, told the Monaco 
Matin newspaper that he was 
“doing better”.

He also said he had “absolutely 
not” believed his life was under threat.

“Before this attack, I had no 
reason to think that my life could 
be in danger, especially in a place 
like Monaco,” the 58-year-old said 
in response to questions in writing.

The June 29 blast, detonated 
remotely in the lobby of the 
family’s apartment building, 
wounded Yermolaiev, who holds 
Cypriot nationality, his partner 
and his 13-year-old son.

All three were hospitalised, 
with the couple receiving 
particularly severe injuries.

The attack sent shock 
waves across Monaco, a secure 
microstate near Nice in southern 
France seen as the playground of 
the super-rich.

The suspect in the bombing, 
Anastasiia Berezovska, 39, 
was shot dead by a Ukrainian 

military intelligence officer and 
an accomplice, a former police 
officer, near Kyiv shortly after 
returning to the country, Ukrainian 
investigators have said.

The two men, who were both 
arrested, are also suspected of 
masterminding the Monaco attack 
and recruiting Berezovska to carry 
it out.

When asked about possible 
involvement of “the Ukrainian 
state”, Yermolaiev told Monaco 
Matin he would “prefer not to 
answer that question”.

“At this stage, any hypothesis 
expressed publicly could complicate 
the work of investigators.”

Yermolaiev expressed hope 
that the investigation would make 
it possible to “understand the 
circumstances of this attack and 
determine whether the danger has 
now passed.”

He said he saw “no element” 
linking the attack against him 
to a fraudulent call centre case 
in which one of his sons was 
convicted in Estonia.

The magnate’s 35-year-old son 
Artur Yermolaiev was this year 
convicted of fraud in Estonia, 
where he pleaded guilty to 
running a fake investment phone 
scam out of Ukraine that obtained 
around 100 million euros (US$115 
million) through fraud.   – AFP

Iran says !ghting ‘full-scale war’ with US

US gasoline costs back at US$4.0 a gallon 
as Mideast war reignites

Spanish PM visits Algeria after 
W Sahara rift

After Monaco attack, 
tycoon says had no reason 

to fear for life

Vehicles drive past a huge anti-US billboard referring to the recent death of pro-
Trump US senator Lindsey Graham, at Valiasr Square in Tehran on Sunday.       – AFP



WORLD
TUESDAY July 21, 2026 The Macau Post Daily 11Your trusted source for real news 

Anna Malpas and Peter Hutchison
LONDON – New UK Prime 

Minister Andy Burnham took power 
yesterday promising a 10-year plan 
to ease cost-of-living pressures and 
restore political stability, signalling 
a leftward tilt for his ruling Labour 
party.

Burnham, 56, pledged to re-
industrialise Britain and end 
sleeping rough on the streets 
after he met King Charles III at 
Buckingham Palace to become 
the head of government after Keir 
Starmer stepped down.

Accompanied by his wife Marie-
France van Heel, Burnham arrived 
at Downing Street to resounding 
applause from supporters and 
acknowledged he was the country’s 
seventh prime minister since the 
start of 2016.

Britain needed to show the 
world it could “regain stability”, he 
said, as he vowed to create “a new 
political model” and “build a new 
economy”.

Shortly after walking through 
the famous black door of No. 10, 
Burnham had a phone call with 
US President Donald Trump, a 
UK government official and White 
House official confirmed to AFP on 
condition of anonymity.

Earlier, Burnham told 
broadcasters he would offer 
reassurance to Ukrainian leader 
Volodymyr Zelensky that “I will be 
with him 100 percent”.

In his brief speech outside 
Downing Street, the new Labour 
leader said he would “bring forward 
a new plan for Britain, a 10-year 
plan”, without giving specifics.

Starmer had similarly talked of 
his intention to lead a “decade of 
national renewal” before Labour 
MPs ditched him last month in favour 
of Burnham, who only returned to 
parliament four weeks ago.

Naming short-term goals, 
Burnham promised to “give people 
some breathing space now, some help 
with the cost of living”, which he said 
he would start to announce today.

He also said his first instruction 
would be a pledge to “end rough 
sleeping”, a measure he attempted 
to implement as a regional mayor in 
northern England, although it was 
not fully successful.

Other announcements included 
a vague promise to re-industrialise 
Britain through public procurement 
and to build more public housing.

He repeated his belief that “in 
the 1980s Britain took some wrong 
turns”, as he pledged to decentralise 

power away from Westminster and 
“put life’s essentials back under 
stronger public control to make 
them affordable”.

‘Stronger, fairer’
Starmer departed Downing 

Street earlier yesterday, insisting 
his short time in office had made 
Britain a better place.

“I am confident that Britain 
is now stronger and fairer than it 
was two years ago,” he said in his 
farewell speech.

Burnham will face an in-tray 
overflowing with challenges with 
little time to make his mark with a 
nationwide election due in 2029.

Burnham was finalising his 
senior cabinet appointments. 
Rachel Reeves announced she was 
departing as finance minister, while 
deputy PM David Lammy said he 
was also leaving government.

The former mayor of Greater 
Manchester, nicknamed the “King 
of the North”, has been parachuted 
in by the Labour Party, after 
Starmer resigned on June 22, with 
MPs viewing him as the party’s best 
chance of reining in Nigel Farage’s 
anti-immigration Reform UK party.

‘Bigger, bolder’
Among Burnham’s most urgent 

challenges will be a tepid economy, 
high government borrowing costs, a 
ballooning welfare bill and irregular 
migrants arriving in small boats that 
have fuelled support for Reform.

Unpredictable energy prices 
due to the US-Iran war and volatile 

relations with the United States 
under Trump also threaten to buffet 
his premiership.

Starmer led Labour to a landslide 
election victory in July 2024 after 14 
years of Conservative rule, but his 
premiership became characterised 
by a string of scandals, missteps and 
policy U-turns.

Burnham has little room to 
manoeuvre amid sluggish economic 
growth, high public debt and strict 
financial rules requiring him to 
balance government spending 
against tax revenue.

Burnham was an MP between 
2001 and 2017, serving as a minister 
in the governments of Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown.

But Burnham’s swift 
“coronation” as Labour leader 
without a contest, and now prime 
minister by virtue of Labour’s huge 
parliamentary majority, has raised 
questions about how he will achieve 
his aims.

He is also facing calls from 
opposition politicians to call a snap 
election.

EU chief Ursula von der Leyen 
said she looked forward to working 
with Burnham “to strengthen the 
EU-UK partnership”, and German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz invited 
him to visit Berlin to mark “the deep 
bond between us”.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron also sent congratulations, 
and urged him to “give new 
momentum to the partnership 
between the United Kingdom and 
the European Union”.     – AFP

Britain’s new Prime Minister Andy Burnham (left) and his wife Marie-France van Heel 
pose on the steps of 10 Downing Street in central London yesterday, after being 
asked by the King Charles to form the next government.                      – AFP

Akshata Kapoor and Theodore 
Griffin

LONDON – “Not another 
one,” Claire Walker sighed, as 
Britain welcomed Andy Burnham 
as its seventh prime minister since 
early 2016 yesterday with voters 
voicing their frustration after years 
of political churn.

Burnham was asked to form 
a government by King Charles 
III after Keir Starmer resigned, 
lasting only two years in office 
despite handing the Labour party 
a landslide victory in general 
elections in 2024.

Walker, a 65-year-old London 
consultant, said she had yet to 
“make an impression” of the former 
mayor of Greater Manchester, who 
was parachuted into the top office 
by the Labour Party.

“I’ve heard nothing concrete on 
how he’ll fix the economy,” said an 
exasperated-sounding Walker. “I’m 
waiting with bated breath.”

“If his rhetoric is as dynamic 
as his seeming personality and 
he actually brings to life some of 
what he’s talking about, the next 
two to three years will be more 
promising,” she added.

Nearby in central London, 
sports coach Jamie B. was reading a 
newspaper splashed with headlines 
about Burnham’s new role.

“I was reading about the 
football,” grinned Jamie, 65, 
adding that he was “not the most 
political”.

“But I’m fed up that we’ve got 
another PM... the seventh in 10 
years.”

“He’s quite left, isn’t he?” 
said Jamie, adding that he would 
“welcome the leftward swing” 
from Starmer.

In Manchester, Burnham’s 
political home in the northwest, 
student Joel McCulloch was more 
“cautiously optimistic”.

“I really rate Andy Burnham 
for what he’s done with 
Manchester. I think he’s wicked,” 
said McCulloch, 22.

“I think it’s far too late for a 

northerner to have some actual 
real political say.”

Despite being “worried” about 
the quick turnaround of prime 
ministers, retiree Margaret Healey 
said she wanted to “give him a 
chance”.

‘More of the same’
The social media-savvy veteran 

politician, dubbed the “King of the 
North”, has put devolving power 
to regions outside London at the 
top of his agenda.

Burnham has also pledged to 
make life more affordable amidst 
the UK’s cost-of-living crisis, 
including by building more social 
housing, reducing homelessness, 
and easing financial pressures on 
small businesses.

Art dealer Charles Ucheobi, 
argued Burnham did not have a 
“mandate” to be prime minister 
because he was voted in by the 
Labour party, which holds a large 
majority in parliament, after 
Starmer quit.

“I haven’t voted for him ... so 
why should he be imposed on us? 
He should call, straight away, an 
election to get his mandate.”

Pulling lunchtime pints for 
suited-up workers in London, Cade 
Moyses did not feel optimistic 
about the change of guard.

“I’m ready for more of the 
same, I just don’t think that much 
is going to get better before it 
gets worse,” said the 26-year-old 
hospitality worker.

“He’s not yet announced much 
so it’s hard to say ... nothing’s 
going to be easier or cheaper,” for 
pubs or people, rued Moyses.

Max McNamara, 20, who was 
also working in the pub, said she 
wanted “a prime minister who is 
going to stand up to” Reform UK, 
the anti-immigration, hard-right 
party that has risen in popularity 
in recent years.

But she wasn’t convinced 
Burnham was the answer.

“He’s Keir Starmer, but from the 
North,” said McNamara.        – AFP

Labour party 
leader Andy 
Burnham chops 
mushrooms 
as he helps 
prepare 
breakfast 
during a visit 
to The Passage 
Homeless 
Charity in 
London 
yesterday 
morning (local 
time), just 
hours before 
taking the role 
as the country’s 
new prime 
minister.   
            – Xinhua 

ATHENS – Greece will toughen 
rules on electric stand-up scooters this 
week, a minister said yesterday after 
recurring accidents mainly involving 
youths sparked calls for action.

“Scooters for kids... are now 
going to be banned under a bill that 
will be voted on tomorrow,” deputy 

transport minister Giorgos Kotsiras 
told Skai TV.

Kotsiras said the bill provisions 
would include a ban on users under 
the age of 17, increased fines for 
unsafe riding and compulsory 
accident insurance.

“Based on statistics, we had seen 

that among our fellow citizens under 
the age of 17 there are increased 
rates of accidents,” Kotsiras said.

According to the federation of 
Greek hospital workers, some 400 
children and teenagers were hurt in 
scooter accidents last year, many of 
them fatally.      – AFP

‘Not another one’: 
UK voters fatigued 
by 7th PM in decade

Burnham becomes PM vowing 
10-year plan for UK 

Greece to ban kids from scooters 
after accidents
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WASHINGTON, DC – The 
United States yesterday accused 
Cuban spies of infiltrating the 
highest levels of government in 
Washington, as President Donald 
Trump pushes to end communist 
rule of the island while reviving 
anti-leftist rhetoric at home.

The US State Department 
released a report containing little 
new information, but adding 
pressure on Cuba amid a campaign 
that has seen Washington impose 
an effective oil embargo and new 
sanctions while indicting its former 
president, Raúl Castro.

It comes as Trump leads a 
revival of Cold War-style rhetoric 
portraying left-wing US political 
figures as a communist “menace” 
that must be cut out “like a cancer.” 

The United States will vote in 
midterm elections later this year.

The US State Department report 
alleged that Cuba “has infiltrated the 
highest reaches of the US government, 
recruited and cultivated generations 
of American activists [and] backed 
an unprecedented wave of left-wing 
terrorism on American soil.”

While the allegations represent 
an escalation in US-Cuba tensions, 
espionage between the two countries 
has long been known.

Since the Cold War, the US has 
made high-profile arrests of Cuban 
intelligence officers, including the 
“Cuban Five” who were convicted 
of infiltrating civil society groups in 
Florida in the 1990s, and Ana Montes, 
who spied from a senior position within 
the Defence Intelligence Agency.

In more recent cases, State 
Department intelligence analyst 
Walter Kendall Myers and former 
US ambassador to Bolivia Victor 
Manuel Rocha pled guilty in 
separate cases to spying for the 
communist country.

Meanwhile, the US Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and 
Cuban exiles tried to assassinate late 
Cuban president and revolutionary 
leader Fidel Castro more than 600 
times, his ex-intelligence chief, 
Fabián Escalante, once estimated.

US threatens takeover of 
Cuba

The report released yesterday 
made sweeping – if unsubstantiated 
– allegations that Cuba has cultivated 
relationships with leftist groups 

across the world and in the US to 
drive “overriding resentment and 
fundamental hatred of the United 
States and the broader West.”

The State Department said that the 
communist country had influenced “a 
disproportionate share of America’s 
most famous and influential extremist 
movements,” in an effort to “turn 
America against itself.”

The report makes the latest down-
turn in the long-fraught relationship.

In 2015, then president Barack 
Obama attempted a rapprochement 
with the Cuban government, hoping 
a more diplomatic approach would 
yield better relations after a half-
century of hostility.

Trump quickly restored a 
hardline stance in 2017, and – 
on returning to office in 2025 – 

reinstated Cuba as a state sponsor of 
terrorism on his first day in office.

Last year, the US military over-
threw Venezuelan president Nicolás 
Maduro – a long-time supporter of 
the Cuban government who provided 
subsidised energy to the island.

Since then, the United States has 
threatened sanctions on countries 
supplying oil to the island – effectively 
imposing an energy embargo that 
has contributed to multiple full-scale 
blackouts across the country.

Trump has repeatedly signalled 
that the Cuban government could 
be next after Venezuela to fall to 
US pressure, and said in June that 
Washington would be “taking over” 
the Caribbean island, about 145 km 
from Florida, “almost immediately.”

– AFP

BRASÍLIA – Brazil’s top court 
has denied a request by Argentine 
President Javier Milei to visit former 
Brazilian leader Jair Bolsonaro, 
who is under house arrest, a ruling 
obtained by AFP showed.

Milei is expected to attend the 
convention of Bolsonaro’s Liberal 
Party (PL) on Saturday in São Paulo, 
at which Bolsonaro’s son Flávio, a 
senator, is expected to be named the 
conservative movement’s candidate 
for the upcoming October polls.

Bolsonaro’s attorneys had 
asked that Milei be able to see 
Jair Bolsonaro at that time, but 
Supreme Court Justice Alexandre 
de Moraes banned all visits to the 
ex-president for 30 days on Friday, 
as punishment for publication of a 
letter transmitted by his son.

That violated a ban on his use of 
social media, including via third parties.

Moraes said on Saturday that 
Milei’s request was moot due to 
the overall ban. Doctors, physical 
therapists and Bolsonaro’s attorneys 
are exempt and can still visit him.

Bolsonaro, 71, is serving a 27-
year sentence for plotting a coup 
to overturn the results of the 2022 
election, in which he was defeated 
by President Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva. He is banned from public 

office, though he is appealing.
He was moved to house arrest in 

March for health reasons.
Moraes said that additionally 

Bolsonaro cannot have any visits 
for “political or electoral purposes” 
until after the elections, nor can he 
disseminate any political messages.

Flávio Bolsonaro – who was 
specifically barred earlier this 
month from seeing his father for 
90 days, or until after the election’s 
first round – has hit out at Moraes 
over his decisions, calling them 
politically motivated.

The visit request had also 
included Argentine Foreign Minister 
Pablo Quirno, Milei’s sister Karina, 
who serves in his government, and 
a translator.

Since 2023, Milei and Bolsonaro 
have presented themselves as 
ideological allies in Latin America’s 
new political right. Lula’s relations 
with Milei are not as friendly.

Bolsonaro’s attorney João 
Henrique de Freitas questioned the 
“motivation and proportionality” 
of the rulings on X, saying: 
“Brazil deserves transparency, not 
convenient coincidences.”

In October’s election, Flávio 
Bolsonaro is expected to face Lula, 
who is seeking reelection.      – AFP

This combination of pictures shows Argentina’s President Javier Milei (left) looking 
on during the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos on January 
21, 2026, and Brazil’s former president (2019-2022) Jair Bolsonaro leaving the DF 
Star hospital in Brasília on September 14, 2025, after undergoing a series of medical 
examinations, as he remains under house arrest.                – AFP 

MADRID – Spain’s World Cup 
celebrations were not just heard 
across the country – they were felt 
underground.

Seismometers dotted around 
Spain detected vibrations caused 
by fans erupting in joy after Ferran 
Torres’ goal in Sunday’s final 
secured the national team’s second 
World Cup title, scientists said 
Monday.

Researchers from the 
Geosciences Barcelona centre 
analysed data from the National 

Geographic Institute (IGN) 
and the Catalan Geological and 
Cartographic Institute (ICGC), 
which showed unusual signals 
linked to the celebrations in cities 
including Algeciras, Barcelona, 
Cádiz and Granada, they said in a 
statement.

The sensors picked up three 
clear bursts of activity during 
the match: after Torres’ goal, a 
later strike that was ruled out by 
VAR and the strongest vibration 
recorded after the final whistle.

Scientists said the movements 
were an example of  “induced 
seismicity” caused by human 
activity – in this case, thousands 
of fans jumping, shouting and 
celebrating at once.

Sensors detected comparable 
vibrations during Spain’s Euro 
2024 final victory over England, 
when goals by Nico Williams 
and Mikel Oyarzabal triggered 
measurable ground movements in 
Madrid and Barcelona.

– AFP

MADRID – More than 1,200 
people fled a major new wildfire 
raging north of Madrid yesterday 
that has been burning through a 
mountainous area dotted with tiny 
villages, firefighters said.

The fire started Thursday in a 
forest-covered mountainous area 
near the village of La Mierla in the 
Castilla-La Mancha region, about 
100 kilometers from Madrid.

The authorities ordered the 
evacuation of four more villages 
late on Sunday, bringing to over 
1,200 the number of people who 
have had to flee their homes,  the 
regional forest fire response service 
said on X.

The fire has devoured more 
than 26,000 hectares of land, an 
area roughly equivalent to the 
Scottish city of Edinburgh.

The head of the regional 
government, Emiliano García-
Page, said the authorities were 
making a “truly titanic” effort to 
contain the blaze.

“We will defeat this fire, 
people should have no doubt about 
that,” he told reporters, saying the 
“absolute priority” was to “protect 
towns and population centres”.

The fire’s “complexity” was 
that it was raging through “the 
emptied Spain, the Spain of 
abandoned territories”.

“These are immense areas 

dotted with micro-villages, tiny 
population centres. We have nearly 
30 hamlets inside the fire zone, 
surrounded by flames,” Garcia-
Page said.

An AFP journalist saw bright 
red flames and smoke rising from 
the ground late on Sunday night 
from a commercial plane flying 
over the affected region.

Firefighters on Sunday 
managed to curtail the spread of 
another wildfire near Zaragoza in 
northeastern Spain after burning 
around 15,000 hectares.

Earlier this month, Spain 

suffered one of its deadliest 
wildfires in recent history when 
a blaze in the southern province 
of Almería killed 13 people and 
destroyed around 7,000 hectares.

Scientists say human-caused 
climate change is increasing the 
length, intensity and frequency of 
heatwaves, drying out vegetation 
and raising the risk of destructive 
wildfires.

In 2025, more than 393,000 
hectares were destroyed by fire, 
according to the European Forest 
Fire Information System – the most 
in Spain’s recent history.        – AFP

This screen grab taken from handout video footage released on Saturday by 
Spain’s Military Emergencies Unit (UME) shows soldiers fighting a massive 
wildfire, in Luesia, a sparsely populated part of the Aragón region in northeastern 
Spain.                 – AFP 

US accuses Cuba of sweeping spying campaign

Hundreds evacuated from major new 
Spanish wild!re

Spanish World Cup celebrations detected 
by seismic sensors after !nal goal

Brazil’s top court says 
Argentina’s Milei cannot 

visit Bolsonaro
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LONDON –

Kevin Keegan earned 
Messiah status at 

Newcastle and conquered Europe 
with Liverpool in a remarkable 
career that took him from rejection 
by Doncaster to global stardom.

Keegan, who has died aged 75 
after battling cancer, made an impact 
on English and European football 
that cannot be understated.

He won a host of trophies with 
Liverpool and Hamburg, became a 
managerial icon at Newcastle and is 
the only English player to earn the 
prestigious Ballon d’Or twice

Despite his self-confessed lack of 
elite-level skill as a player, Keegan’s 
workaholic personality fuelled his 
rise from modest beginnings.

“It’s amazing really. I look at the 
players who have won the Ballon 
d’Or, like Platini and Cruyff. Then you 
see my name there twice!” Keegan 
said of those 1978 and 1979 European 
Player of the Year accolades.

The son of a miner, Keegan 
was born in the Yorkshire village of 
Armthorpe in 1951.

After being snubbed by Don-
caster and Coventry as a teenager, 
Keegan finally got his chance with 
fourth tier Scunthorpe in 1968.

The diminutive Keegan would 
run up and down the Scunthorpe 
stands while holding weights to add 
muscle to his slender frame.

He soon caught the eye of 
Liverpool manager Bill Shankly, 
who converted him from a midfielder 
to a forward after his 1971 move to 
Anfield.

It took the 20-year-old only 12 
minutes to score in his Liverpool 
debut against Nottingham Forest 
as he established a formidable 
partnership with John Toshack.

Liverpool won the English title 
and UEFA Cup in 1973 and the FA 
Cup a year later.

By 1976, he was approaching 
the peak of his powers as Liverpool 
were crowned champions again and 
lifted another UEFA Cup.

Keegan’s profile went beyond 
the sports world and he even 
recorded a song ‘Head Over Heels’ 
that he performed on iconic BBC 
programme Top of the Pops.

Before the 1976-77 season, Keegan 
stunned Liverpool by announcing he 
would leave the following year.

He bowed out in style, winning 
his third title and running Borussia 
Mönchengladbach ragged in a 3-1 
victory that gave Liverpool their first 
European Cup.

By now modelling his famous 
bubble perm, Keegan accepted a 
lucrative offer from German side 
Hamburg.

No player exceeded his potential 
like the tireless Keegan and his aerial 
prowess, for a player just 5ft 7in, led 
Hamburg fans to dub him ‘Mighty 
Mouse’.

Hamburg won the German title 
in 1979 and then reached the 1980 
European Cup final, where they were 
beaten by Nottingham Forest.

Keegan made 63 England 
appearances and captained his 

country over 30 times, although 
his only World Cup was an injury-
scarred flop in 1982.

He surprisingly joined South-
ampton in 1980 before finishing 
his playing career with Newcastle, 
where his love affair with the Geor-
die fans was born during their 1984 
promotion-winning campaign.

Keegan was working in a 
children’s ‘soccer circus’ in Glasgow 
when he was lured back to Newcastle 
as manager by new owner John Hall 
in 1992.

Despite his lack of experience, 
the effervescent Keegan’s second 
coming galvanised Newcastle, who 
romped to the second tier title in 
1993.

Keegan’s commitment to a 
cavalier attacking style saw his team 
labelled ‘the entertainers’ as they 
became a Premier League force.

In January 1996, Newcastle sat 
top of the table, 12 points clear of 
title rivals Manchester United.

But Newcastle imploded in the 
home stretch and Keegan’s frustration 
boiled over in a memorable rant at 
United manager Alex Ferguson.

Keegan’s “I’d love it if we beat 
them” tirade showed he had been 
sucked in by Ferguson’s mind games 
and it was little surprise when United 
pipped them to the title.

Unable to recover from that 
collapse, Keegan’s reign ended 
abruptly when he quit in January 
1997.

“I’ve taken the club as far as I 
can,” he claimed.

He resurfaced at third tier Fulham 
and won promotion in 1999.

Keegan accepted the England job 
that year, but his reign lasted just 20 
months as they crashed out of Euro 
2000 in the group stage.

He memorably handed in his 
resignation in a lavatory in the 
dressing room following a 1-0 defeat 
against Germany in England’s last 
game at the old Wembley.

“I didn’t like it. I like everyday 
team-building with players. People 
say, ‘Well tactically you weren’t very 
good’, but tactically what can you do 
with players when you don’t have 
them?” Keegan said.

At Manchester City, where he spent 
four years after taking charge in 2001, 
Keegan won the second tier title.

But an emotional return to 
Newcastle in 2008 misfired as he 
resigned after less than a year following 
clashes with owner Mike Ashley.

Keegan’s career might have 
ended on a low note, but the 
memories of his remarkable life will 
live forever.      – AFP

Kevin Keegan: The ‘Mighty 
Mouse’ who conquered Europe

Newcastle United manager Kevin 
Keegan takes his seat before the 
English Premier league football match 
against Chelsea at St James Park, 
Newcastle in Newcastle north-east 
England on May 5, 2008.    – AFP

EAST RUTHERFORD - An 
emotional Spain coach Luis de la 
Fuente spoke of his pride in his 
players after they won the second 
World Cup in the country’s history.

“I feel especially proud of this 
generation of footballers who have 
grown with this idea... giving us an 
example of a group, of a family,” 
he said.

“They are players with excep-
tional talent. For me, it has been an 
honour to have accompanied them 
on this journey.”

De la Fuente, who also coached 
them to the Euro 2024 crown, 
added: “I’m very emotional, 
looking back. We have won 
everything, and that is wonderful.

“They are a generation of 
footballers who are a source of 
pride for Spain. Together, we are 
stronger.”

The 65-year-old coach said he 
believed Spain should have won 
the game earlier than the 106th 

minute goal by Ferran Torres that 
settled a tense final, but he praised 

Argentina ‘keeper Emi Martinez 
for an inspired performance.

Argentina had Enzo Fernandez 
sent off for a second yellow card 
in the 93rd minute before the game 
went into extra time.

“I think the game should have 
been decided earlier. Dibu’s great 
saves prevented us from winning 
sooner, but it is a World Cup final 
and, even with ten players at the 
end, you have to suffer,” de la 
Fuente said.

– AFP

We have grown together, says 
Spain coach de la Fuente

Spain’s midfielder Rodri lifts the trophy with his teammates after winning the 2026 World Cup final against Argentina at Spain’s midfielder Rodri lifts the trophy with his teammates after winning the 2026 World Cup final against Argentina at 
the New York/New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Sunday. – AFP (the New York/New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Sunday. – AFP (More pictures on page 16)More pictures on page 16)

PARIS - Driven by an enlarged 
48-team format, the 2026 World 
Cup created a stadium attendance 
high while FIFA boss Gianni 
Infantino said that TV viewership 
broke the previous record “many, 
many times over”.

Speaking Friday, the president 
of world football’s governing body 
acknowledged that the records 
had been boosted because “this is 
the largest World Cup in history 
by far, by many times, actually, 
welcoming 16 additional teams”.

But, he added, it “has exceeded 
all expectations”.

In its pre-event projections, 
FIFA, which folds World Cup 
income into revenue for the whole 
year, anticipated record revenues 
exceeding seven billion euros 
(US$8 billion) for 2026.

That is a 56 percent increase 
compared to 2022 when the last 
World Cup was held in Qatar.

Prior to the third-place play-
off on Saturday and the final 
on Sunday, FIFA had already 
officially recorded over 6.6 
million fans in stadiums across the 
host nations of the United States, 
Canada and Mexico.

Yesterday, after Spain beat Ar-
gentina to become world cham-
pions, media outlets calculated 
a total of 6.81 million spectators 

across the 104 matches, though 
no official figures were yet avail-
able from FIFA.

The 5-million-spectator mark 
was surpassed during the round-
of-32 match between France 
and Sweden. The previous ticket 
sales record was 3,587,538 in the 
United States in 1994.

This time, stadiums were 
filled to a record 99.7 percent 
of capacity, despite rumbling 
controversy regarding high ticket 
prices. The average attendance 
was 65,351 per match.

“TV viewership records were 
shattered, both in the host countries 
and across the globe,” FIFA said 
on Saturday. It has yet to release 
detailed numbers, but in Friday’s 
press conference US President 
Donald Trump threw out the figure 
of “nearly six billion viewers”.

That number should grow. The 
2022 World Cup final in Qatar, 
when Argentina beat France, had 
previously been the most-watched 
match in the tournament’s history, 
drawing 1.5 billion viewers and 
surpassing the record set in 2018, 
when 1.12 billion people tuned in.

Ahead of the 2026 tournament, 
TV rights were projected to rise by 
34 percent to nearly US$4 billion 
and sponsorship by 21 percent.

FIFA also said the competition 

had been a hit on social media and 
the internet. It estimated that “by the 
end of the round of 16, 5.2 billion 
people –nearly two-thirds of the 
global population - had engaged 
with the competition at least once”.

Of the US$3.7 billion FIFA 
planned to spend on the World 
Cup, one-quarter was allocated 
to participating national teams 
and the clubs releasing their 
international players, with the 
tournament’s total prize pool 
increased by 15 percent in late 
April to US$871 million - up from 
US$440 million in Qatar.

‘Expanding to 64 teams’
The winners were set to leave 

the final with US$50 million.
Each participating team 

were guaranteed a minimum of 
US$12.5 million, though there is 
no guarantee this will offset the 
significantly higher costs resulting, 
in particular, from the tournament’s 
wide geographical spread.

At the start of the World Cup in 
June, Infantino told Brazilian TV 
“We have had discussions about 
expanding to 64 teams” for the 
tournament’s centenary in 2030, 
which will be held across multiple 
countries (hosts Spain, Portugal 
and Morocco, as well as Paraguay, 
Uruguay and Argentina).      – AFP

With more matches, World Cup shatters 
attendance and TV records
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Barnaby Chesterman
EVIAN, France 

– Olympic champion 
Remco Evenepoel’s 

victory in the Tour de France’s 
mountainous 15th stage has settled 
the debate over who is the Red Bull-
Bora Hansgrohe team leader.

The German team came into the 
113th edition of the Grande Boucle 
with joint leaders, but yesterday’s 
rest day before the race’s brutal final 
week, Florian Lipowitz admitted 
that the plan now was to go all in 
for Evenepoel.

“I already said yesterday 
[Sunday], the main goal is to have 
someone on the podium in Paris,” 
the 25-year-old German, who was 
third at the Tour last year, said ahead 
of today’s individual time-trial.

“So far, Remco, especially with 
tomorrow, he will have the best 
chances for that.”

Evenepoel is the world and 
Olympic champion in that discipline 
and is the favourite to win the 
26.1km 16th stage from Evian-les-

Bains to Thonon-les-Bains.
He is expected to put significant 

time into his team-mate, who trails 
the Belgian already by 1min 48sec 

in the overall standings.
Evenepoel is second, five minutes 

behind reigning champion Tadej 
Pogacar, while Lipowitz is fifth.

Asked pointedly if he was now 
ready to work for his team-mate, 
Lipowitz said: “Yes, of course.”

Following Evenepoel’s arrival 
at Red Bull at the start of the season 
from Soudal Quick-Step, the debate 
about how the team’s co-leadership 
model would play out had provided 
a sideshow soap opera to the Tour’s 
main proceedings.

After the mountainous sixth 
stage in the Pyrenees, Evenepoel 
had blasted his team-mate for not 
helping him in the chase to try to 
catch Jonas Vingegaard.

The next day, the team insisted 
that there were no problems within 
the camp and that the pair remained 
co-leaders.

That was until Evenepoel’s 
dominant win on Sunday’s 183.9km 
stage from Champagnole in the Jura 
to Plateau de Solaison in the Alps.

Evenepoel had finished almost a 
minute ahead of Lipowitz on terrain 
expected to suit the German.

“The podium was my objective 
for this Tour and for the moment 

I’m doing well,” Evenepoel, who 
was third at the Tour two years ago, 
said yesterday.

Like Lipowitz last year, he 
finished behind four-time champion 
Pogacar and two-time former winner 
Vingegaard, who crashed out of 
the race on Sunday with a broken 
collarbone when sitting second overall.

Evenepoel won a road stage for 
the first time on Sunday, after two 
time-trial stage victories in previous 
Tour editions.

“I have my (road) stage victory. 
I’m doing pretty OK in terms of the 
GC (general classification) and the 
TT (time-trial) is coming tomorrow 
(today),” he said.

“I have to keep focused, feet on 
the ground and work for my spot 
and defend it with everything I have 
in me.

“That’s the main objective for 
the last week, to just keep my spot.

“It would be an amazing result for 
me to finish second behind one of the 
best, if not the best rider ever.”

– AFP

Lipowitz says ready to work for team-mate Evenepoel

Red Bull - BORA - hansgrohe team’s Belgian rider Remco Evenepoel celebrates with 
UAE Team Emirates - XRG’s Mexican rider Isaac Del Toro (left) after winning the 15th 
stage of the 113th Tour de France cycling race, 183,9 km between Champagnole and 
Plateau de Solaison in the Jura mountains, on Sunday.                – AFP

Sport

NEW DELHI – India’s federal 
government said yesterday that 78 
doping cases had been recorded in 
the country as of July 15 this year.

The figure was provided by 
federal Sports Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya in the lower house of 
the Indian parliament, known as the 
Lok Sabha.

Mandaviya said 78 Adverse 
Analytical Findings (AAFs) had 
been recorded as of July 15.

The states of Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab accounted for 13 cases each, 
followed by Madhya Pradesh with 
11 and Karnataka with nine.

“These athletes have been 
banned from sports activities in 
accordance with the National Anti-
Doping Rules, 2021. The sanctions, 
as determined by the Anti-Doping 
Disciplinary Panel (ADDP), 
include disqualification of results, 
forfeiture of medals/prizes, a period 

of ineligibility from participation in 
sports, and other consequences as 
prescribed under the WADA (World 
Anti-Doping Agency) Code 2021,” 
Mandaviya said.

Providing a yearly breakdown, 
the minister said India recorded 213 
doping violations in 2023, followed 
by 260 in 2024 and 131 in 2025.

Mandaviya said the government 
had adopted a comprehensive 
strategy through the National Anti-
Doping Agency (NADA), India’s 
national organization responsible 
for promoting, coordinating and 
monitoring doping control in sport, 
to promote clean competition and 
discourage the use of prohibited 
substances and methods.

“NADA undertakes anti-doping 
education and awareness programmes, 
intelligence-led testing, investigations 
and results management in accordance 
with the World Anti-Doping Code and 
Anti-Doping Rules.

“Government is implementing 

a comprehensive and sustained 
anti-doping awareness programme 
through NADA in accordance with 
the World Anti-Doping Code and 
International Standard for Education. 
NADA conducts year-round 
education and awareness activities 
through seminars, workshops, 
webinars, e-learning, digital 
campaigns, outreach programmes 
and the Play True Campaign targeting 
athletes, coaches, athlete support 
personnel and other stakeholders,” 
the minister stated.

He added that other initiatives 
included outreach programs, cooper-
ation with national sports federations, 
the Sports Authority of India, local 
governments and educational institu-
tions, as well as the dissemination of 
information through print, digital and 
social media platforms.

Mandaviya said 220 such 
programs had been held across the 
country as of July 13 this year.

– Xinhua

LONDON - Bryson 
DeChambeau reportedly 
threatened to call US 

president Donald Trump in a bid to 
resolve his rules row at the British 
Open.

DeChambeau was given a 
two-shot penalty on Friday after 
tournament officials ruled he had 
improved the area of his backswing 
by flattening down some long grass 
on Royal Birkdale’s fifth hole.

The 32-year-old American is 
believed to have hinted he would call 
Trump during lengthy discussions 
with the officials regarding the penalty, 
which dropped him from second place 
and two off the lead on Friday.

The two-time major winner is 
a friend of Trump, serving on the 
President’s council on sports, fitness 
and nutrition, playing golf with him 

and making an appearance at the 
White House in May.

Trump asked FIFA to review 
a red card shown to USA forward 
Folarin Balogun during the World 
Cup, and football’s world governing 
body suspended the player’s one-
match ban.

DeChambeau wanted a similar 
intervention, but Trump apparently 
did not get involved on this occasion.

It is not known whether 
DeChambeau made contact with 
Trump privately, but on Saturday 
R&A chief executive Mark Darbon 
was asked whether the President 
had been in touch.

“No, I have not received a call from 
President Trump,” he told BBC Sport.

“Irrespective of which player this 
affected, it is the same decision - from 
a rules perspective it was clear cut.”

It is understood that after his 
round on Saturday, DeChambeau 
visited Darbon, where his request 
to gain possession of his scorecard 
from the previous day was declined.

Rory McIlroy responded to 
DeChambeau’s penalty by calling 
his rival’s antics “performative”.

DeChambeau finished the 
tournament in 14th place, six shots 
behind champion Ryan Fox, and 
refused to speak to the waiting 
media on Sunday.

“A lot of ups and downs this 
week, to say the least. But I’m 
proud of the way I fought through 
it,” DeChambeau said on Instagram.

“Thank you to all my 
supporters for carrying me through. 
Onwards and upwards from here. 
Congratulations to Ryan Fox on an 
incredible win!”      – AFP

Cricket

LONDON – Brian Lara 
has urged the “whole of the 
Caribbean” to celebrate Garry 
Sobers following the death of the 
West Indies legend.

Sobers, widely regarded as 
cricket’s most outstanding all-
rounder, died aged 89 on Friday, 
sparking a flood of tributes from 
all over the world.

Among his many 
achievements, Sobers’s 365 not 
out against Pakistan in 1958 stood 
as the highest individual innings 
in Test cricket for 36 years.

That record was eventually 
broken by fellow West Indies 
left-hander Lara, who made 375 
against England in 1994, with 
Sobers walking on to the ground 
to congratulate him after he had 
gone past 365.

Lara, who first met Sobers as 

a boy while taking part in a youth 
cricket competition set up by the 
Barbados national hero, told Sky 
Sports: “He was a father figure, 
a general, a mentor in my life, 
so even though I am sad, 89 is a 
great score.

“I want to tell the whole of 
the Caribbean that we need to 
celebrate his life.”

He added: “In each era of 
West Indies cricket there is a 
different motivational factor. 
Sir Clive Lloyd and Sir Vivian 
Richards wanted to be the best 
team in the world.

“But I read that in the 1950s 
and 60s it was about making 
ourselves independent of English 
rule and Sir Garfield Sobers, 
Sir Frank Worrell, Sir Wes Hall 
fought for a different purpose.

“Sir Garfield is the most 
amazing person I have ever met. 
Just unbelievable.”            – AFP

Lara calls for celebration 
of ‘father !gure’ Sobers

India records 78 doping cases as of mid-July

DeChambeau threatened to call Trump over 
British Open penalty: reports

Legendary West Indies captain and all-rounder Sir Garfield Sobers (right) 
shares a joke with the then Australian captain Steve Waugh at a function in 
Brisbane on November 21, 2000, to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
famous tied test between the two teams.    – AFP
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EAST RUTHERFORD – Musical 
headliners Madonna, Shakira, Justin Bieber, 
BTS and Coldplay were joined by Brazilian 
soccer icons and “Ted Lasso” actors in 
a spectacular first-ever World Cup final 
halftime show on Sunday.

The star-packed, Super Bowl-style 
extravaganza – a first for soccer’s 
showpiece event – also featured a tribute to 
football icon Pelé, and a rendition of “Seven 
Nation Army” led by Gustavo Dudamel and 
featuring musicians from the US, Venezuela 
and Iran.

“Sesame Street” and “The Muppets” 
characters joined Coldplay and a New 
York elementary school choir to close out 
a performance designed to raise money for 
the FIFA Global Citizen Education Fund, 
which promotes access to sport for under-
privileged children.

The 12-minute performance meant the 
total halftime break in the match between 
Spain and Argentina lasted 27 minutes.

Largest since Live Aid?
Organisers had billed the halftime show 

as “the single largest gathering of artists 
united for a cause since Live Aid,” and 
“the most-watched 11 minutes of broadcast 
music performance in history”.

FIFA chief Gianni Infantino predicted 
“a couple of billion” people would tune in.

The extended interruption to soccer’s 
most important game had drawn some 
criticism over the potential impact on 
players’ performance.

While highly unusual for soccer, the 

show was slightly shorter than most recent 
Super Bowl halftime performances, which 
have typically been around 13-14 minutes 
long.

The crowd erupted with a roar as 
the show began with Madonna being 
transported through tunnels beneath the 
MetLife Stadium on a dune buggy driven 
by Brazil soccer legends Ronaldo and 
Ronaldinho.

Her performance of “Music” led to an 
orchestra featuring the New York Philhar-
monic, Venezuela’s Simón Bolívar Sym-
phony Orchestra and Iranian violinist Bijan 
Mortazavi performing the White Stripes’ 
“Seven Nation Army” – a rock hit that has 
become a global US soccer stadium staple.

Footage of the Norway fans’ “Viking 
row” celebration from this tournament 
led into K-pop sensation BTS performing 
their smash hit “Dynamite,” rewritten with 
soccer-specific lyrics, before “Ted Lasso” 
star Jason Sudeikis and his “Coach Beard” 
sidekick Brendan Hunt made a surprise 
appearance.

They introduced Canadian pop megastar 
Bieber, who performed an emotional, 
World Cup-tailored version of “Everything 
Hallelujah,” before Shakira and Nigerian 
singer Burna Boy ramped the energy back 
up with this World Cup’s anthem, “Dai 
Dai,” accompanied by Ugandan dancers.

‘Driving force’
Giant screens showed footage of Brazil’s 

late soccer icon Pelé from 1977, addressing 
the crowd at the old Giants Stadium on this 

same New Jersey site following his final 
professional game. Pelé passed away in 
2022, months after the last World Cup.

PS22 Chorus, a New York school choir 
that has gone viral globally with YouTube 
covers of popular hits, closed out the 
show, with Coldplay – whose singer Chris 
Martin curated the entire performance – 
and characters from “The Muppets” and 
“Sesame Street.”

The FIFA Global Citizen Education 
Fund was described by organisers as the 
“driving force” behind the halftime show.

It disburses cash to community groups 
that provide education and sport to under-
privileged children in countries from Ghana 
and South Africa to France and the United 
Kingdom.

The fund aims to raise US$100 million. 
It had passed US$60 million before the 
show, including a US$1 donation from every 
World Cup ticket sold, plus contributions 
from corporations, nation states and private 
donors.

FIFA has already announced 58 groups 
that will receive grants, reaching 400,000 
children worldwide.

Even before the game, a parade of stars 
took the microphone to whip up the crowd.

Post Malone headlined a closing 
ceremony, and Tom Cruise delivered a 
monologue about football unifying the 
world – but was largely drowned out in the 
stadium by singing fans.

Robbie Williams, Nicole Scherzinger 
and Jennifer Hudson were among further 
A-list performers.     – AFP

Madonna, Shakira, Bieber, The Muppets 
light up World Cup half-time show

LOS ANGELES – Christopher Nolan’s 
“The Odyssey” sailed straight to the top of 
the North American box office, bringing home 
US$124.5 million in its opening weekend – 
the best live action debut of the year, industry 
estimates showed Sunday.

The latest remake of the nearly 3,000-year-old 
epic captured another US$139 million in overseas 
sales for a total of US$263.5 million, according 
to Exhibitor Relations, more than paying for the 
film’s reported US$250 million price tag.

The film – with a high-voltage cast led 
by Matt Damon and Anne Hathaway, and 
produced by Universal – pillaged earlier 
estimates that forecast an opening weekend 
haul of less than US$100 million.

“Nolan is the only filmmaker working 
today who could take an ancient story like this, 
attract a cast as sprawling and accomplished 
as this, and make it a pop culture event,” said 
veteran industry analyst David A. Gross.

Based on Homer’s ancient epic poem, the film 
tracks hero Odysseus as he faces obstacle after 
obstacle on his way home from the Trojan War.

It is the first film ever to be shot entirely 
on IMAX film cameras, as Nolan leaned into 
filmmaking heritage for this modern adaption 
of one of humanity’s oldest stories.

In distant second place, Disney’s “Moana” 
brought in US$19 million in its second week 
for a total of US$82 million in North America 
and US$178 million globally.

Trailing “Moana” was Universal’s 
“Minions & Monsters,” which earned 
another US$14.8 million over the weekend 
domestically for a global three-week total of 
nearly US$357.6 million.

Disney’s “Toy Story 5” fell to fourth place 
in its fifth week, with an estimated domestic 
weekend take of US$13 million, for a global 
total of nearly US$958 million.

“Evil Dead Burn” from Warner Bros. 
raked in US$5 million over the weekend 
domestically, bringing its domestic total over 
the last two weeks to more than US$24 million 
or US$51 million globally.         – AFP

US singer Madonna (centre,front) performs with Brazilian footballer Ronaldinho 
(left, front) and Brazilian former footballer Ronaldo (third, front) during the halftime 
show of the 2026 World Cup football tournament final match between Spain and 
Argentina at the New York/New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Sunday. – AFP 

Justin Bieber performs during FIFA World Cup 2026 Topps Final 
Halftime Show at New York New Jersey Stadium on Sunday in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey.                   – AFP 
 

Colombian singer Shakira performs during the halftime show 
of the 2026 World Cup football tournament final match between 
Spain and Argentina at the New York/New Jersey Stadium in East 
Rutherford on Sunday.                  – AFP 

‘The Odyssey’ storms 
N American Box Office

HONG KONG – Hong Kong film legend 
Patrick Tse Yin has died at the age of 89, his 
children said yesterday.

An actor, film director and producer who was 
a household name, Tse’s career spanned decades 
after he made his onscreen debut in 1954.

“He passed away peacefully at the hospital, 
surrounded by the love of his family, after a 
period of declining health,” his daughter, model 
and actress Jennifer Tse Ting-ting, posted on 
Instagram yesterday.

Known affectionately to fans as “fourth 
brother”, Tse established a “suave, carefree” 
image, playing a variety of roles in films and TV 
series, according to the Hong Kong Film Archive.

He appeared in 2001’s “Shaolin Soccer” and 
won the Best Actor award in 2022 at the Hong 
Kong Film Awards for “Time”, becoming the 
oldest actor to win the award.

“He dedicated his life to film and 
entertainment, hoping to bring joy and smiles to 
every audience member,” his son, actor, singer 
and TV chef Nicholas Tse Tin-fung, said in a 
separate Instagram post.

“He often said: the show must go on. So if 
you think of ‘fourth brother’, of my father, don’t 
cry, and don’t be too sad – he would think that’s 
not dashing enough.”               – AFP, MPD

‘Dashing’ HK film 
star Patrick Tse dies 
aged 89, family says
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WORLD CUP POST-SCRIPT

Argentina’s midfielder Leandro 
Paredes (top) clashes with Spain’s 
midfielder Gavi during the 2026 
World Cup final between Spain and 
Argentina at the New York/New 
Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford 
on Sunday.      – AFP

Argentina’s fans clash with riot 
police at the Obelisk after Argentina 
lost the FIFA World Cup final 
against Spain in Buenos Aires on 
Sunday.    – AFP

Spain’s supporters celebrate 
victory after the 2026 World Cup 
final against Argentina at Cibeles 
square in Madrid, on Sunday.  – AFP

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi 
(centre left) walks past Spain’s 
players during the final ceremony 
after the 2026 World Cup final 
between Spain and Argentina at the 
New York/New Jersey Stadium in 
East Rutherford on Sunday.   – AFP

Spain’s forward Lamine Yamal 
celebrates with his brother Keyne 
after winning the 2026 World Cup 
final against Argentina at the New 
York/New Jersey Stadium in East 
Rutherford on Sunday.          – AFP
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Spain’s players look at their trophy on the tarmac upon 
their arrival from the US after winning the 2026 World 
Cup, in Madrid Barajas’ airport, yesterday.
Spain’s World Cup winners got back home to a heroes’ 
welcome in Madrid, where a million fans are expected to 
greet them after a night of raucous celebrations across 
the country.             – AFP


