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Hainan plans to ban sales of 
fuel cars by 2030

South China’s island province of Hainan has set 
the goal of banning the sale of combustion-engine cars 
by 2030, taking the lead in the country’s transition 
toward new energy vehicles (NEVs).   – Story on p. 7

Ukraine’s ‘French brigade’ commander 
detained on murder charges

The commander of Ukraine’s French-trained “Anne of 
Kyiv” brigade was remanded in custody yesterday, facing 
murder charges in an episode that has triggered a widespread 
outcry.           –  Story on p. 11

Russia ready to support Mozambique 
against ‘terrorist threat’: Maputo

Mozambique said last week that Russia’s foreign minister 
Sergei Lavrov had offered Moscow’s support in the battle against 
the “terrorist threat” in its oil-rich north where international 
energy giants have set up operations.      – Story on p. 12 

Ida Cheong
The Health Bureau (SSM) said during 

a press conference yesterday that about 
23,000 patients with chronic hepatitis B 
are currently under medical monitoring and 
management.

The press conference about the prevention 
and treatment of hepatitis was held at the 
bureau’s Public Health Emergency Personnel 
Residence Hall on Guia Hill yesterday.

SSM Tap Seac Health Centre Director Ng 
Sio Fan pointed out that starting in February 
of last year Health Centres’ internal system 
automatically added the HBsAg test* for 
individuals aged 50 or above who lacked a 
testing record. 

Since last month, this initiative has 
expanded to include individuals aged 40 and 
above who have never undergone the test. As 
of the end of last year, about 15,000 residents 
participated in the screening scheme.

SSM Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention senior official Chang Fong Nei 
noted that according to the data from the 2016 
Macao Health Survey and the Statistics and 
Census Bureau’s 2016 Mid-term Population 
Census, the HBsAg positivity rate among local 
residents aged 18 or above was 7.6 percent, 
identifying Macau as a moderate prevalence 
region, with an estimated 34,000 infected 
local residents in the community. The age 
structure of Hepatitis B infections in Macau is 
predominantly composed of individuals over 

the age of 50, accounting for about 70 percent 
of all positive cases, she said.

The latest once-in-a-decade Macao 
Health Survey has been conducted this year, 
and preliminary results are expected to be 
announced by the end of the year.

Chang pointed out that the positivity rate 
among children under the age of 5 was 0.03 
percent in Macau last year, meeting the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) international 
standard of a paediatric positivity rate of less 
or equal 0.1 percent.

Chang said that vaccination has yielded 
significant epidemic prevention results since 
Macau introduced the Hepatitis B vaccine in 
the 1980s and incorporated it into the routine 
vaccination programme in the early 1990s. 
Consequently, the Hepatitis B positivity 
rate among residents born in the 1990s has 
dropped to about 2 percent.

Public awareness & free 
screening campaigns 

Meanwhile, the bureau, in collaboration 
with local community associations, will 
jointly host “Healthy Community Flash 
Mob Stations” on Saturday from 2:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. across the peninsula, Taipa and 
Coloane, featuring five designated activity 
routes, with the aim of correcting knowledge 
regarding the prevention and treatment of 
Hepatitis B through interactive games, and 
participants who complete the games can 

receive “small gifts”, Chang added.
Additionally, the “2026 World Hepatitis 

Day” Theme Event slated for July 25, 
from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the public 
Activities Centre on Rotunda de Carlos da 
Maia, colloquially known as “Three Lamps” 
(三盞燈), will feature interactive booths 
and anonymous rapid Hepatitis B surface 
antigen testing services free of charge, 
aiming to assist residents in checking their 
infection status and to elevate public focus 

on Hepatitis B prevention and control.
World Hepatitis Day, however, takes place 

annually on July 28. 
* An HBsAg test (Hepatitis B surface 

Antigen test) is a blood test used to determine 
if a person is currently infected with the 
Hepatitis B virus (HBV). The test looks for 
Hepatitis B surface antigens, which are 
proteins present on the outer surface of the 
virus. It is the primary and most common 
screening tool for Hepatitis B. – Gemini  

Health Bureau monitors 23,000 
hepatitis B patients 

Free anonymous rapid tests slated for July 25

Health Bureau (SSM) Tap Seac Health Centre Director Ng Sio Fan (centre), SSM Centre for Disease 
Control and Prevention senior official Chang Fong Nei (right) and Sum Ip Pio from the public Conde de S. 
Januário Hospital Centre (CHCSJ) address the press conference about the prevention and treatment of 
hepatitis at the bureau’s Public Health Emergency Personnel Residence Hall on Guia Hill yesterday. 

– Photo: Ida Cheong

A visitor tries a VR 
device during “A 
Garden Within: An 
Immersive Light and 
Shadow Exhibition 
of the Qianlong 
Garden” at the 
National Museum 
of Classic Books in 
Beijing yesterday.
The exhibition, which 
features multiple 
immersive scenarios 
and interactive 
installations, runs 
from July 9 to 
December 6. – Xinhua 

HAVANA – Cuba’s power grid failed 
for the third time in less than 10 days, 
sparking another nationwide blackout, the 
national electricity company said yesterday.

The national power grid completely 
went offline at about 11:05 a.m. (local 
time), according to the state-run UNE 
electricity company.

It was the third complete blackout on 
the Caribbean island since early July and 
the fifth since the start of 2026. Authorities 
did not immediately reveal the cause.

“I have no words,” María Caridad 
Álvarez, a 62-year-old housewife, told 

AFP. “When I woke up this morning, the 
power was back and I cooked some beans. 
Now, I went out and it’s off again. It feels 
like there is no solution.”

David Matias Rodríguez, an 82-year-
old retiree, said he was worried the few 
things in his refrigerator would be spoiled.

Cuba is reeling from its worst 
economic crisis in decades – one made 
worse by the fuel blockade imposed by US 
President Donald Trump in January as part 
of a pressure campaign aimed at ending six 
decades of communist rule.  – (More about 
Cuba on p.12)            – Xinhua

Cuba faces 3rd nationwide blackout 
in less than 10 days
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v  Macau  Weather
MAINLY CLOUDY. 
SHOWERS, HEAVY AT FIRST. 
A FEW THUNDERSTORMS. 
FORCE 4 TO 5 SOUTH TO 
SOUTHWESTERLY WINDS, 
OCCASIONALLY FORCE 6 WITH 
GUSTS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
WILL RANGE BETWEEN 
80% AND 99%.

24ºC~28ºC
Source: SMG
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Armindo Neves
A Fire Services Bureau (CB) 

spokesman confirmed to the Post 
by phone last night that a concrete 
mixer truck, suspected to have been 
left without its handbrake engaged, 
had crashed into a stone wall.

The spokesman said that at 
around 6:40 p.m. yesterday, the 
bureau received a report about a 
traffic accident at a roundabout 
at the junction of Avenida Wai 
Long (偉龍馬路) and Avenida do 
Aeroporto (機場大馬路), involving 
a private car and a truck.

Upon arrival, the firefighters 
confirmed that a concrete mixer 
truck had crashed into a wall at a 
construction site near the airport, 
the spokesman said, adding that 
rubble from the wall had struck two 
private cars on the road.

The first car had a driver and two 
passengers, while there was only 
a driver in the second car. All four 
were local residents, aged around 
50 to 60. The two passengers in the 
first car sustained abrasions to their 
hands.

The passengers suffered 
abrasions and shock, according to 
the spokesman. The duo were in 
a stable condition when they were 
taken by ambulance to the Kiang 

Wu Hospital Taipa Medical Centre.
The spokesman said firefighters 

suspected the driverless concrete 
mixer truck had rolled forwards for 
about 100 metres without its hand-
brake engaged before crashing into 
the stone wall, sending debris flying 
into the two vehicles on the road.

After the truck hit the stone 
wall, it became wedged against it. 
As a precaution, the firefighters 
secured the vehicle and prepared 
fire hoses, the spokesman said, 
adding that the truck’s front end 

was severely damaged and steel 
reinforcement bars were left 
exposed in the broken wall.

The incident has been reported to 
the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) 
and the Public Works Bureau (DSOP).

A Public Security Police (PSP) 
spokesman confirmed to the Post 
by the phone last night that the truck 
driver told the police that he had 
parked the truck on the ramp of the 
construction site and engaged the 
handbrake so the incident may have 
occurred due to brake failure. 

Concrete mixer truck crashes into stone wall 
with handbrake o!: CB 

This image of a screenshot from a video posted on Facebook last night shows the 
concrete mixer truck crashed into the construction site’s stone wall in Taipa. The 
Post cannot vouch for the authenticity of the video grab.

Khalel Vallo
According to a statement by 

the Sports Bureau (ID) yesterday, 
the organisers of the “Women’s 
Volleyball Nations League (VNL) 
– Finals Macao 2026 presented by 
Galaxy Entertainment Group” have 
unveiled the quarterfinal schedule, 
with eight of the world’s top 
women’s teams set to compete for 
the championship later this month at 
the Macao East Asian Games Dome 
in Cotai. 

Organised by the bureau, Galaxy 
Entertainment Group (GEG), 
and the Volleyball Association of 
Macao, the tournament will run 
from next Wednesday through next 
Sunday in a single-elimination 
format, the statement said, adding 
that the finalists comprise the seven 

highest-ranked teams from the 
preliminary phase – Brazil, Canada, 
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Turkey, 
and the US, along with host nation 
China. 

The statement highlighted that 
the quarterfinals will begin next 
Wednesday, with Italy taking on the 
Netherlands at 4:00 p.m., followed 
by Brazil vs Japan at 7:30 p.m. Next 
Thursday, Turkey will face Canada 
at 4:00 p.m., while China will meet 
the US at 7:30 p.m. 

The semifinals are scheduled 
for next Saturday, with the bronze 
medal match and championship 
final to be played next Sunday, the 
statement noted. 

Tickets are now on sale through 
Galaxy Ticketing, Macau Ticketing, 
the Damai platform, Mpay’s mPass 

and other designated ticketing 
channels, the statement said, 
highlighting that prices range from 
280 to 1,380 patacas depending on 
the match and seating category. 

According to the statement, 
ticket discounts are available for full-
time Macau students, residents aged 
65 or above, holders of Disability 
Assessment Registration Cards, as 
well as purchasers of four-day passes 
and selected multi-ticket packages. 

The bureau encouraged 
volleyball fans to secure their 
tickets early to watch the world’s 
leading women’s teams compete for 
this year’s VNL title, the statement 
said, adding that more information 
is available on the tournament’s 
official website and the Sports 
Bureau’s online platforms. 

Organisers release Women’s VNL 
Finals at Macao Dome schedule

This poster provided by the Sports Bureau (ID) yesterday promotes its upcoming “Women’s Volleyball Nations League – Finals 
Macao 2026 presented by Galaxy Entertainment Group” slated to kick off next Wednesday. 

Ida Cheong
Secretary for Transport and 

Public Works Raymond Tam 
Wai Man announced during a 
cross-departmental meeting that 
the government will establish a 
database for dilapidated buildings, 
which will work in tandem with 
the government’s newly revised 
building maintenance subsidy 
schemes to jointly advance urban 
renewal, according to a joint 
statement by the Lands and Urban 
Construction Bureau (DSSCU) 
and the Environmental Protection 
Bureau (DSPA) yesterday.

In line with this initiative, the 
Lands and Urban Construction 
Bureau and the Environmental 
Protection Bureau, in collabo-
ration with power utility CEM, 
have launched buildings’ joint in-
spections at the “Iao Hon Estate”, 
aiming to inspect structural and 
electrical safety, mitigate accident 
risks, and further safeguard public 
safety, the statement said.

The Lands and Urban Con-
struction Bureau has primarily 
conducted professional assess-
ments of structural safety, includ-
ing external walls, common-area 
floor tiles, and staircases, the 
statement said, adding that for the 
staircases, inspectors have exam-
inede and documented every sin-
gle flight from the ground floor 
up to the rooftop to perform an 
initial comprehensive evaluation.

The dilapidated “Iao Hon 
Estate” consists of seven building 
clusters in the northern district, 
covering Hong Tai Bldg (康泰
樓), Kat Cheong Bldg (吉祥樓), 
Son Lei Bldg (順利樓), Heng 
Long Bldg (興隆樓), Mau Tan 
Bldg (牡丹樓), Man Sau Bldg 
(萬壽樓) and Seng Yee Bldg 
(勝意樓). These seven blocks of 
buildings have 2,556 residential 
and commercial units in total.

Meanwhile, the Lands and 
Urban Construction Bureau, 
together with CEM, have 
comprehensively reviewed the 
overall operation and maintenance 
levels of internal common 
electrical installations in the 
buildings, including checking 
whether wiring connections 
comply with relevant safety and 
technical specifications, screening 
high-risk issues such as ageing 
wires, electrical leakage, short 
circuits, and overloading, as well 
as addressing potential risks early 
to eliminate safety hazards, the 
statement said.

The government reminded 
property owners of their legal 
obligations to fulfil daily main-
tenance responsibilities, which 
include regularly inspecting com-
munal facilities and strengthen-
ing the management of fire safety 
systems and common electrical 
installations. 

Govt to set up database 
for dilapidated buildings 
to boost urban renewal

This undated handout photo provided by the Lands and Urban Construction 
Bureau (DSSCU) and the Environmental Protection Bureau (DSPA) yesterday 
shows DSSCU and CEM officials checking electric installations at the 
dilapidated “Iao Hon Estate” in the northern district.
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Armindo Neves
St Magdalene School* announced in a statement that it has recently 

launched Macau’s first AI-powered exercise and health classroom. 
The classroom is jointly run by Macao Polytechnic University 

(MPU) and Beijing E-Way Technology Co., Ltd., with St Magdalene 
School serving as the first local demonstration site, the statement 
said, adding that MPU provides the scientific foundation in paediatric 
health and psychological research, while Beijing E-Way provides the 
AI system and hardware.

The classroom is integrated with AI, exercise science**, and 
mental health support to build a safer, scientific, and more personalised 
health model for its students, the statement noted. 

Unlike standard “smart sports” setups that merely collect data, 
according to the statement, the classroom offers a professional health-
promotion platform. The classroom creates a “closed-loop” system 
in which students complete assessments using smart bikes, heart-
rate monitors, and psychological questionnaires, after which the AI 
system generates tailored exercise prescriptions based on their fitness 
and emotional states, the statement noted.

AI does not automatically adjust exercise intensity and all exercise 
prescriptions must be approved by exercise science and child health 
professionals before being implemented by teachers, the statement 
underlined. This “human-in-the-loop” approach ensures student 
safety remains supervised and auditable, the statement said.

Through gamified cycling and interactive exercises, students 
can participate in a low-pressure environment in the classroom, the 
statement said, adding that it also provides non-stigmatising support 
for students with special educational needs, helping them build 
confidence alongside peers.

The statement also said that the classroom is highly suited to 
Macau’s compact school environments, which often face limited 
space and growing mental health needs. Featuring a modular design, 
several smart bikes can operate indoors without requiring a large 
playground. Students can complete brief 10- to 15-minute “exercise 
snacks” during recess or lunch breaks, making physical activity easy 
to integrate into the school day.

According to the project team, the classroom aims to expand to 
more local schools, gradually building a “one student, one health 
profile” system to track students’ long-term physical and emotional 
development, the statement said, adding that the goal is to support 
teachers and empower schools to help students build sustainable, 
healthy habits. 

* St. Magdalene School (聖瑪大肋納學校) is a Roman Catholic 
primary and secondary two-campus school. Founded in the spirit and 
tradition of St. Magdalene of Canossa, it operates as a member of the 
Macau Catholic Schools Association. It is known for its commitment 
to inclusive education, providing specialised support to grassroots 
families, students facing financial hardship, and those with special 
educational needs (SEN).

**Exercise science is the multidisciplinary study of human 
movement, physical activity, and exercise, focusing on how the body 
adapts and responds to acute (short-term) and chronic (long-term) 
physical stress. – Gemini 

St Magdalene School 
launches Macau’s !rst 
AI-powered exercise & 

health classroom 

St Magdalene School students ride AI smart bikes on the school’s campus on 
Largo da Companhia recently. – Photo courtesy of St Magdalene School
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Photos taken yesterday by Rui Pastorin

Rui Pastorin 

Macau’s history and social transformation are being highlighted through 
approximately 100 exhibits at Macao Museum near the Ruins of St. Paul’s, offering 
curious minds from the city and elsewhere an opportunity for a closer look.

Titled “Macao’s 1st Group of Classified Movable Properties Thematic Exhibition”, 
the ongoing event kicked off on Friday and can be found on the museum’s third floor.

The collection of around 100 exhibits were chosen from the first group of 400 
items/sets of movable properties of significant cultural value, which covers 24 
categories, among which are archaeological objects, ritual implements, religious 
objects, porcelains, ceramics, enamel ware, painting and handmade fans. 

While exhibitiongoers will get to see a physical display of the chosen items, there 
are others also presented through other formats including multimedia. These are all 
divided into sections and the first area to greet visitors upon entering is one dedicated 
to ceramics and porcelain. 

This opening area features a rare collection of Kraak*, Guangcai and famille rose 
porcelain from the Ming and Qing dynasties, alongside painted pottery horses from the 
Tang Dynasty and Qing Dynasty blue-and-white ceramics. 

Moving ahead, some museumgoers will find themselves taking a closer look at the 
finer details found in various paintings, along with other important pieces including 
engravings, calligraphy and valuable manuscripts.

Among the highlights are Macau’s scenery as painted by English painter George 
Chinnery (1774-1852) and Thomas Watson (1815-1860), who was a Scottish physician 
that was a good friend and apprentice of Chinnery, as well as Chinese paintings by 
Zhang Daqian (1899-1983).

The final area puts a spotlight on textiles, furniture, handmade fans, and ritual objects, 
with exhibits including, as listed at the museum, a 19th century birthday wall tapestry 
from a prominent Macanese family and furniture with a Chinese and Western mix.

As observed by the Post during a visit to the venue yesterday, several exhibits 
piqued the interests of passers-by and museumgoers both young and old. These included 
paintings and drawings showing Macau’s scenery, which had some observing and 
guessing where the area depicted might be, along with the ceramics found right at the 
beginning of the exhibition, with some attempting to guess their origins aloud before 
reading the descriptions. The final section also had some exhibitiongoers admiring the 
intricacies found on the displays, particularly the wooden carving of Guanyin** (or 
Kun Iam in Cantonese), the stone statue of St. John the Baptist, and the handmade fans. 

With this, the museum pointed out in a statement at the venue that among its aims 
are to bring both the artefacts and the public together, gain “a profound appreciation of 
the far-reaching significance of movable property protection”, as well as to encourage 
the reading and understanding of history. 

“What we safeguard is not merely the objects themselves but Macau’s unique 
cultural roots and plural identity, which together provide an inexhaustible source” for 
academic research, cultural education and the transmission of the city’s heritage, the 
statement said.

The museum is open from Tuesday to Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., with 
admission being free for Macau ID card holders. Meanwhile, all members of the public 
get in for free on the 15th of each month. Virtual tours of the exhibition are also set to 
be launched by the museum.

* Kraak porcelain is a historic type of Chinese blue-and-white export porcelain 
produced during the late Ming Dynasty, specifically from around 1573 to 1644. - Gemini

**Guanyin is the Buddhist bodhisattva associated with compassion, mercy, and 
kindness. In East Asian culture, she is one of the most widely beloved and revered 
deities, often referred to as the “Goddess of Mercy.” – Gemini

Macao Museum highlights 100 
exhibits of movable properties of 
signi!cant cultural value
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Dic Lo (Lu Di 盧荻)
The mainland Chinese film Dear You: 

Love Letters to Grandma, which was released 
simultaneously in Hong Kong and various parts 
of Southeast Asia in mid-June, felt somewhat 
long overdue; this relates to the question of the 
audience. Originally, the film itself was nothing 
more than a simple tale of warmth and affection; 
yet it became a phenomenon both in mainland 
China and overseas precisely because of the 
immense social response it generated, which 
in turn gave rise to a variety of serious political 
interpretations. Whilst the social response and 
political interpretations are indeed genuine, they 
remain external to the work itself, representing 
the perspectives, personal reflections and 
self-examination of bystanders. The primary 
perspective must come from the Teochew 
communities both at home and abroad, as 
well as from other similar communities in the 
three provinces of Fujian, Guangdong and 
Hainan, and their overseas offshoots—with the 
overseas communities, in fact, being moved 
even more deeply and profoundly than those 
on the mainland. It is precisely this subjective 
perspective that serves as the indispensable 
key to unravelling the authenticity of the social 
response and political interpretations.

In mainland China, various 
aspects of the political 
interpretations are amiss

A low-budget film, a niche subject, an 
extremely unassuming theme, a regional 
dialect from a corner of Guangdong Province, 
and a low-key release—all of which clearly 
demonstrate the filmmakers’ modesty yet also 
their complete lack of ambition. Yet, within 
a very short period, it went from obscurity to 
nationwide sensation, moving everyone and 
receiving widespread acclaim; its commercial 
success was merely incidental and not without 
an element of capital seizing the opportunity. 
This phenomenon requires explanation.

The common explanation is akin to ‘taking 
calcium supplements when deficient in 
calcium’: in an era lacking in warmth, people 
yearn for it; in an era lacking in loyalty and 
compassion, people are deeply moved by such 
qualities. This is likely the case; after all, over 
the past few decades, China has undergone a 
process of urbanisation and marketisation so 
rapid it has left people reeling. People have 
grown estranged, even scattered; society has 
become increasingly atomised; and individual 
self-interest has become rife. Living through 
such times is indeed distressing, and what 
is even more terrifying is the shift from 
endurance to numbness and resignation.

Of course, this explanation has its limitations. 
People’s personal reflections ultimately still 
need to be triggered by the film’s own narrative 
and lyricism, whilst ‘going to Nanyang’ and 
the ‘qiaopi’* (with their stunningly beautiful 
prose) are real historical events that took place 
in this country; even if the story is unfamiliar, 
it still carries a strong sense of familiarity, and 
whether or not empathy is evoked depends on 
this sense of identification. Various political 
interpretations spring precisely from this sense 
of identification.

Firstly, certain ‘self-styled feminist’ critiques 
accuse the male lead of irresponsibility for 
repeatedly playing the hero and causing trouble, 
leaving the two female leads to bear the heavy 
burdens of family, community and history for 
the rest of their lives, thereby losing their sense 
of self; yet the film praises these very actions 
that ought to be condemned, and the audience’s 
engagement—or even their amplifying of this 
praise—reflects the pathological state of society 
from the past to the present.

Secondly, certain commentaries framed 
as ‘liberation narratives’ criticise one of the 
female leads, Xie Nanzhi, for acting on her 
own initiative to conceal the news of the male 
lead Zheng Musheng’s death; even if done 
with good intentions, this deprived the other 
female lead, Ye Shurou, of the freedom to 
seek love elsewhere and rebuild her family. 
The political implications of such ‘good 
intentions’ lie in the increasingly prevalent 
cultural conservatism of today, which 
prioritises order over women’s liberation—a 
stance that runs counter to the founding 
principles of the People’s Republic.

Thirdly, there is the ‘historical unreality’ 
argument, which takes the narrative of liberation 
to its extreme, criticising the film for implicitly 
evoking the spirit of ‘Scar Literature’ and 
arguing that, since liberation had already taken 
place after 1949, there was no longer any need 
to leave one’s homeland for Southeast Asia, nor 
to rely on remittances from overseas Chinese.

Fourthly, there is another extreme 
form of anti-liberation narrative based on 
historical unreality, which interprets the 
migration to Southeast Asia as a ‘flight from 
the Qin dynasty’, replaces the narrative of 
homesickness in the ‘qiaopi’ letters with the 
claim that the government extorts remittances, 
and asserts that those with overseas 
connections are inevitably persecuted.

In Nanyang**: Reactions of 
Resignation or Alienation

If the various political interpretations 
of this film in mainland China represent the 
perspectives of bystanders, then the viewing 
experience of the Chinese communities 
in South-East Asia should, to a certain 
extent, have been shaped by the first-hand 
experiences and reflections of those who lived 
through those events (or, more often, their 
close descendants). Judging by the extensive 
online coverage, this has indeed been the 
case; regrettably, however, there have also 
been comments that ignore or distort history, 
reflecting the political realities they face.

The film is primarily set in Bangkok; 
indeed, Thailand is where the overseas 
Teochew community has gathered. Yet, 
according to reports, the most intense reactions 
to the film have come from Malaysia and 
Singapore—in Malaysia, in the form of social 
reactions; in Singapore, through political 
interpretations. The social reaction is no longer 
merely the empathy of bystanders, but rather 
the re-emergence of long-forgotten memories. 
People recall scenes from their childhood 
spent with their grandparents and the influence 
of their native culture, whilst simultaneously 
realising, with a sudden clarity, the hardships 
their ancestors endured when they journeyed 
to Nanyang in search of a livelihood, and the 
difficulties they face today. This is cultural 
nostalgia and a remembrance of family ties—a 
natural and precious sentiment.

Singapore’s political interpretation, by 
contrast, seems rather bizarre. To accuse 
such a pure film of harbouring ‘united 
front’ implications is utter nonsense; it 
is a manifestation of inner anxiety and 
reflects a severely irrational reality. Since its 
independence, Singapore has emphasised 
‘de-Sinicisation’. Leaving aside the political 
legitimacy of this for the moment, to take 
it to such extremes as to seek to eradicate 
even cultural DNA and the imprints of 
familial bonds is, by any measure, neither 
just nor convincing. As for the government’s 
requirement to approve whether the film is 
released in the original Teochew version or a 
Mandarin-dubbed version; the claim that the 

portrayal of an Indian villain in the film would 
undermine real-life racial coexistence; and the 
interpretation of ‘qiaopi’(overseas remittances) 
as implying extortion by relatives or even by 
the government—all these are manifestations 
of the same irrational reality. True multicultural 
coexistence and the reasonable reshaping of a 
nation’s identity should, by their very nature, 
aim to encourage and harness the fine cultural 
traditions and values of all ethnic groups; how 
can this be achieved through such suppression?

If we subject this to political interpretation, 
it could be said that Singapore’s nation-
building orientation to date has been one of 
comprador capitalism, which, in cultural 
terms, manifests as the absolute dominance 
of (a certain pidgin-style) English culture—
even to the point of tending to eradicate other 
cultures. If this was once a necessity born 
of harsh historical circumstances, then to 
continue with such a compromise—or even to 
intensify it—to this day constitutes alienation. 
By contrast, the Chinese community in 
Malaysia, facing political discrimination and 
oppression, has developed greater cultural 
autonomy as a matter of survival; this is a 
persistence born of necessity, akin to the 
resistance of a ‘desperate rearguard’.

Taking a political perspective, both 
Singapore’s alienation and Malaysia’s 
perseverance are premised on the existence of 
Chinese communities that remain self-sufficient 
and autonomous. This differs from other East 
and South Asian countries where there are, 
or once were, large Teochew communities or 
Chinese communities as a whole. In Thailand, 
the Chinese community has indeed been 
thoroughly de-Sinicised; whilst this is partly 
due to historical oppression, it is largely the 
result of their active integration into the local 
dominant ethnic group, whilst simultaneously 
becoming a significant force in reshaping the 
local culture. In Indonesia, de-Sinicisation is 
the result of blatant violent suppression—a 
form of cultural annihilation; in the three 
Indochinese countries, de-Sinicisation has led 
to the physical disappearance of the Chinese 
communities—a consequence of expulsion, 
resulting in their dispersal to places such as 
France and the United States.

All of the above cannot be attributed to 
individualised choices regarding film themes, 
nor are they merely the natural evolution of a 
single region, country or community; rather, 
they are the historical consequences of the 
entire East Asian region being swept up in 
the currents of modern global capitalism and 
colonialism.

Even in Hong Kong, though they 
have passed away, they remain

Hong Kong has not been absent from this 
historical process; rather, it has occupied a 
pivotal position to this very day. The elements 

relating to the Hong Kong dollar in the 
film are merely the tip of the iceberg; more 
importantly, they connect the communities of 
Chaozhou-Shantou and Nanyang, particularly 
the vast Teochew community.

Most of the generation who migrated to 
Nanyang in the 1940s and 1950s passed away 
around the turn of the century; their children 
have also been passing away in recent years, 
whilst the next generation—or even the 
generation after that—must still bear the heavy 
burden and trauma of history. Colonialism 
in East Asia and the resistance against it; the 
ethnic reshaping and the violence of nation-
building in Nanyang; anti-Chinese sentiment; 
the return of overseas Chinese; the breakdown 
of families; the hardships of daily life in Fujian, 
Guangdong and Hainan—regions long serving 
as frontline defence zones—and the struggles of 
the families of overseas Chinese: the overseas 
Chinese community that drifted to Hong Kong 
has surely experienced all of this deeply.

During the festive season when people 
go to pay their respects to their ancestors, 
they will most likely be deeply moved by 
the endless rows of gravestones bearing the 
names of the departed from overseas Chinese 
communities across the region. Emerging 
from Ho Man Tin MTR Station, the entire 
neighbourhood is filled with funeral parlours; 
at certain moments, the air is filled with the 
sound of sutras being chanted, accompanied 
by the clatter of wooden fish, bell chimes, 
cloud boards and bronze bells. Wooden 
plaques bear the hometowns of the deceased, 
and people’s thoughts drift in and out.

(This article was originally published 
in Ming Pao in Chinese on 26 June 2026; 
translation provided by the author)

Dic Lo (Lu Di 盧荻) is Professor of 
Economics at Sun Yat-sen University and 
Professorial Research Associate at SOAS 
University of London. He is a native Teochew-
speaker with deep family connections in 
Thailand and Singapore, having grown up in 
Hong Kong.

*僑批; “letters from overseas Chinese”, aka 
“remittance letters” as the envelops contained 
both a letter and a sum of money sent back to the 
respective emigrant’s home village.

**Nanyang (Chinese: 南洋; “Southern 
Ocean” or “South Seas”) is a historical 
and cultural Chinese term used to refer 
to Southeast Asia. The word is also used 
metonymically to denote the ethnic Chinese 
diaspora residing there.

N.B. Footnotes marked * and ** were 
added by The Macau Post Daily.

‘“Dear You: Love Letters to Grandma” and Its Political 
Interpretations: Internal and External Perspectives’

Photo of Dic Lo taken in Lisbon in 2022, provided 

by the author 

Poster of “Dear You”, courtesy of Wikipedia.
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Armindo Neves
Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs 

announced in a statement yesterday 
that its officers seized 600 
slimming shots at the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (ZHMB) 
Zhuhai Port (checkpoint) recently.

According to the statement, 
while conducting a routine 
inspection at the checkpoint, 

customs officers noticed a male 
traveller who was entering Zhuhai 
through the “green channel” and 
attempting to evade their control 
so they stopped him for inspection. 

Upon further inspection, customs 
officers discovered 20 packages of 
weight loss injections, totalling 600 
vials, concealed and wrapped around 
his waist, abdomen, and calves, the 

statement said, adding that upon 
verification, the traveller admitted 
to having received a “carrying fee” 
to transport the items on behalf of 
someone else. 

On June 17, the items were 
identified by the Technical Centre of 
Gongbei Customs as “tirzepatide”.

According to DeepSeek, 
tirzepatide is a synthetic peptide 
medication used for the treatment 
of type 2 diabetes and chronic 
weight management.

Zhuhai’s Customs reminded the 
public that injectable preparations 
are classified as Category III 
medical devices. Under the 
Regulations on the Supervision 
and Administration of Medical 
Devices, imported medical devices 
must obtain a registration certificate 
and bear Chinese labelling and 
instruction manuals that comply 
with relevant regulations and 
mandatory standards. Devices 
without the required certificates 
may not be imported. 

Gongbei Customs seizes 600 weight 
loss jabs at HZMB

This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs yesterday 
shows 600 slimming shots seized by its officers at HZMB.

Khalel Vallo
According to a statement by 

the Identification Services Bureau 
(DSI) yesterday, Macao Special 
Administrative Region (MSAR) 
passport holders can now enter 
Indonesia without a visa for stays 
of up to 30 days, following a new 
arrangement announced by the local 
government. 

The government said it had been 
notified by the Consulate General 
of the Republic of Indonesia in 
Hong Kong that holders of MSAR 
passports are now eligible for visa-
free entry into Indonesia for a 
maximum stay of 30 days per visit, 
the statement said, adding that the 
measure expands travel convenience 
for Macau residents visiting the 
Southeast Asian nation for tourism 
and other short-term purposes. 

Authorities reminded travellers that 
immigration and entry requirements 
may change and vary between 
destinations, the statement noted, 
adding that residents are also advised 

to check the latest entry requirements 
through Indonesia’s immigration 
authorities or consult the relevant 
embassy or consulate before departure. 

Travellers should also ensure 
they have all necessary travel 
documents and complete any 
required formalities in advance to 
avoid disruptions to their journey, 
the statement said, pointing out that 
information on visa-free access and 
visa-on-arrival arrangements for 
holders of MSAR travel documents 
is available on the Identification 
Services Bureau website at https://
www.dsi.gov.mo/en/visa. 

Indonesia grants visa-free entry 
to MSAR passport holders 

This image downloaded from Wikipedia 
yesterday shows the flag of Indonesia.

Rui Pastorin
The theatre play for babies 

“Sounds of WOODerland” will 
make its premiere at Box I of the 
Macao Cultural Centre (CCM), with 
its six-day run from August 5 to 10.

Promising something that 
engages babies’ senses through 
“playful exploration”, the around 
45-minute play will be held as part 
of the “3rd Macao International 
Children’s Arts Festival (MICAF)”, 
according to a statement from 
the bureau yesterday, and will 
mark the fourth work under the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau’s (IC) 
“Commissioning Performing Arts 
Productions 2024-2026”.

The play follows up on the 
success of “Sweet Dreams in the 
Woods”, which debuted in 2023 and 
was aimed at babies aged four to 15 
months, along with their parents.

The upcoming new show, this 
time for those aged between eight 
and eighteen months, was created 
by local producer Chan Si Kei, who 
also produced “Sweet Dreams in the 
Woods”, composer and percussionist 
Yukie Lai, musical director Jean 
Bermes from Luxembourg, and 

Austrian choreographer Ela 
Baumann, the statement said.

It will feature original percus-
sion, improvisation, handcrafted 
instruments and “sound installa-
tions”, the statement said.

Meanwhile, the statement said, the 
bureau is also inviting representatives 
from stage production companies, 
theatres and arts festivals related to 
children’s performing arts from the 
Chinese mainland and neighbouring 
regions for its “Local Programme 
Presentation Session”, which is slated 
for August 8 at CCM.

The statement said that 
registration is open to performing 
arts-related associations, companies 
registered in Macau, or Macau ID 
holders aged 18 or above, with each 
presentation limited to five minutes, 
the statement said.

The statement said that the event, 
held mainly in Putonghua, aims to 
“promote original works by Macau’s 
performing arts sector and explore 
collaboration opportunities”.

One can visit www.icm.gov.mo 
for more details and to download 
the registration form, which can be 
done until August 3. 

This photo downloaded from the Macao International Children’s Arts Festival website 
last night shows babies crawling around during the “Sounds of WOODerland” 
theatre play. 

Theatre for babies ‘Sounds 
of WOODerland’ to premiere 

in August

Tony Wong
The Judiciary Police (PJ) said 

yesterday that 36 residents fell victim 
to a new type of online shopping 
fraud over the past seven days, 
losing a total of 240,000 patacas. 

Scammers created fake social 
media pages masquerading as 
various businesses to offer purported 
discounts, enticing potential victims 
to scan a QR code that bound their 
MPay* accounts to third-party 
online shopping platform accounts 
controlled by the fraudsters.

The police made the announce-
ment during a special press confer-
ence yesterday, where Cheong Un 
Hong, head of the PJ Anti-fraud 
Coordination Centre, briefed jour-
nalists on the fraudsters’ modus 
operandi.

According to Cheong, between 
Tuesday last week and Monday this 
week, the police received reports 
from 36 local residents who fell 
victim to the scam. The 36 victims 
– 17 men and 19 women – comprise 
four young people, 29 middle-aged 
individuals, and three senior citizens.

The victims lost a combined total 
of 240,000 patacas, with individual 
losses ranging from 428 patacas to 
37,000 patacas, Cheong said. 

Cheong said that the scammers 
set up fake pages on various social 
media platforms, such as Facebook 
and Instagram, posing as travel 
agencies, football shirt shops, and 
other retail outlets. These pages 
carried fraudulent advertisements 
offering discounted buffet vouchers, 
flight tickets, football shirts, and air-
conditioning cleaning services.

When interested buyers 
contacted the scammers, they 
were instructed to pay via MPay. 
Subsequently, the fraudsters used 
excuses such as “the buffet is fully 
booked” or “the goods are sold out” 

to falsely claim a refund would be 
paid, directing the victims to scan a 
QR code to receive their “refunds”.

In other cases, the scammers 
sent a QR code directly to the 
victims, instructing them to scan it 
to pay for the goods or services.

By scanning the QR code, 
the victims unwittingly agreed 
to bind their MPay accounts to 
a third-party online shopping 
platform account controlled by the 
scammers, effectively authorising 
the fraudsters to make purchases 
using the victims’ funds.

Cheong urged members of the 
public to exercise caution when 
scanning QR codes provided by others 
and when binding their e-payment 
accounts to online shopping platforms.

He advised residents to always 
verify the authenticity of social 
media pages or advertisements 
with the physical merchants before 
making any transactions.

Cheong also recommended that 
residents adjust the spending limits 
on their e-payment accounts in line 
with their personal online shopping 
habits to mitigate potential risks.

Chu Kin Hang, an executive 
director of Macau Pass, the 
operator of MPay, said during the 
press conference that the company 
has launched a new function on 
MPay, in which users will receive 
an alert when attempting to bind 
their accounts to a third-party 
online shopping platform, with 
the aim of reminding them about 
possible frauds. 

MPay is the leading mobile 
payment service and digital wallet 
in Macau, launched and operated 
by Macau Pass. It is the local 
equivalent of platforms like Alipay 
or WeChat Pay, allowing users to 
make contactless payments via 
QR codes at retail outlets, pay for 
public transport (buses and light 
rail), settle utility bills, and transfer 
money between users using local 
bank accounts. Macau Pass is an 
indirect wholly-owned subsidiary 
of AGTech Holdings Limited, 
a company listed on the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange. AGTech’s 
controlling shares are jointly held 
by the Chinese mainland’s Alibaba 
Group and Ant Group. – Gemini  

36 residents lose 240,000 patacas 
in ‘MPay QR code’ scams in 7 days

Cheong Un Hong (left), head of the PJ Anti-fraud Coordination Centre, PJ spokesman 
Ho Wai Lok (centre), and Chu Kin Hang, an executive director of Macau Pass, address 
yesterday’s press conference at the PJ headquarters in Zape.   – Photo: PJ
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Tony Wong
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested a man from the Chinese 
mainland earlier this week for 
breach of trust. The victim 
had provided HK$300,000 as 
gambling capital (an initial stake) 
and entrusted the suspect to 
gamble on his behalf in a Macau 
casino earlier this year. After the 
suspect won HK$200,000 at the 
gaming tables, he pocketed the 
winnings along with the victim’s 
original capital.

The case was announced by PJ 
spokesman Ho Wai Lok during a 
press conference yesterday.

The suspect is a 38-year-
old jobless mainland resident 
surnamed Zhang.

The victim, also a man from 
the mainland, met Zhang in a local 
casino early this year, and the two 
had been exchanging gambling 
tips and strategies via WeChat. On 
January 30, Zhang told the victim 
that he could gamble on his behalf 
in a casino for a fee of HK$500 
per hour. As the victim was not in 
Macau at the time, he agreed to the 
deal and instructed a friend to take 
HK$300,000 in cash to the casino 
and hand it to Zhang as gambling 
capital.

Zhang gambled with the 
money and won HK$200,000. 
Afterwards, the victim told Zhang 
that he was coming to Macau to 
collect his capital and winnings. 
However, Zhang made an excuse 
to leave the casino, and the victim 
lost contact with him. The victim 
reported the incident to the police 
on February 12.

Following an investigation, 
PJ officers identified Zhang as 
the suspect. He was arrested 
on Monday as he re-entered 
Macau via the Hengqin joint 
checkpoint.

Under police questioning, 
Zhang claimed that because 
he felt his HK$500-per-hour 
commission was “disproportionate 
to the massive winnings” he had 
generated, he decided to keep the 
HK$500,000.

However, Zhang subsequently 
gambled away the entire 
HK$500,000 before his arrest on 
Monday.

Zhang was transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 

yesterday, facing a charge of 
breach of trust.

Couple steals chips in 
illegal inn

Meanwhile, Ho also announced 
during yesterday’s press conference 
that a mainland couple has been 
arrested for stealing casino chips 
worth HK$119,500 from a man 
at an illegal inn in the peninsula’s 
northern district.

The suspects are a 40-year-old 
woman surnamed Zhong and her 
36-year-old boyfriend surnamed 
Xiong.

The victim, also from the 
mainland, had been staying at the 
illegal inn – an illegally converted 
rooftop flat in a low-rise residential 
building in the northern district – 
since early this month for a monthly 
rent of HK$1,500. The couple was 
staying at the same premises.

On Saturday last week, the 
victim hung his bag, which 
contained the casino chips, on the 
bathroom door while showering, 
but forgot to take it with him when 

he left. When he returned later that 
day, he found that all the chips had 
vanished and reported the matter to 
the police.

PJ officers quickly identified 
the two suspects, who were 
arrested at a casino in Cotai on 
Monday night.

The police investigation 
indicated that after Zhong stole 
the chips from the victim’s bag, 
she handed them to Xiong, who 
then went to a casino in Cotai to 
exchange them for cash.

Following the arrests, police 
seized a gold necklace from Zhong, 
alongside HK$17,000 worth of 
gaming chips and HK$600 in 
cash from Xiong. The duo had 
reportedly bought the necklace 
with some of the stolen money.

The pair was transferred to 
the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) yesterday, facing charges of 
aggravated theft and fencing.

The police have notified the 
Macau Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) of the illegal inn 
for follow-up action. 

Man nabbed for pocketing 
HK$500,000 gambling 

capital & winningsHAIKOU – South China’s island 
province of Hainan has set the goal 
of banning the sale of combustion-
engine cars by 2030, taking the lead 
in the country’s transition toward 
new energy vehicles (NEVs).

By 2030, all newly added and 
replaced private vehicles, as well 
as all new and replacement vehicles 
in public service and commercial 
operation in Hainan, must be NEVs, 
with the exception of special-
purpose vehicles, according to 
the province’s 2026-2030 plan for 
building a national demonstration 
zone for ecological civilization.

It is estimated that by that time, 
the share of NEVs in Hainan’s total 
vehicle fleet will rise from 23.75 
percent in 2025 to 45 percent. 
The province will also improve its 
charging infrastructure network, 
with the vehicle-to-charging-pile 
ratio kept below 2.5 to 1, said the 
recently issued plan.

Hainan in 2018 first proposed 
the goal of banning the sale of fuel 
cars by 2030, becoming the first 
Chinese provincial-level region to 
announce such a target. The latest 
plan reiterated that the province 
is steadily pushing forward in its 
pursuit of this goal.

The plan has sparked discussions 
online as the latest confirmation 
of China’s dedication to carbon 
reduction and NEVs at a time when 
some in the West have backpedaled 
on green policies. Late last year, the 
European Commission announced 
plans to relax its effective ban on 
new combustion-engine cars from 
2035, marking a notable retreat.

Hainan has several natural 
advantages for promoting NEVs. 
Its clean energy share is expected 
to hit 80 percent by 2030, anchored 
by nuclear and gas power. Its island 
geography makes planning and 
management easier, while the warm 
climate with small temperature 
variations improves NEV efficiency. 
Furthermore, the competitive policy 
framework of the Hainan Free Trade 
Port will give a further boost to NEV 
development, said Yu Huan, deputy 
director of the NEV development 
and supervision division of 
Hainan’s department of industry 
and information technology.

As of October 2025, the NEV 

penetration rate in Hainan had 
reached 67.14 percent, meaning 
that two out of every three newly 
registered vehicles in this island 
province were NEVs. Over the past 
five years, the province ranked first 
and second nationwide, respectively, 
in terms of NEV market penetration 
and the NEV share of total vehicle 
ownership, the department revealed.

According to the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), NEV 
production totaled over 16.52 
million units in China last year, 
marking a 25.1-percent increase 
from a year earlier. By the end of 
2025, the number of NEVs in use 
in the country had reached 43.97 
million, a rise of 12.57 million from 
the 2024 figure.

The rapid transition toward 
NEVs in Hainan is underpinned 
by the province’s shift in energy 
structure. At the end of June 2026, 
Hainan’s installed capacity of new 
energy, mainly from photovoltaic 
and wind power, had accounted for 
50.1 percent of its total installed 
capacity.

In its 2026-2030 plan, Hainan has 
promised efforts to scale up offshore 
wind power, explore integrated 
wind-solar projects, and build a 
number of offshore photovoltaic 
demonstration projects, all to ensure 
that incremental electricity demand 
will be met primarily by clean 
energy.

Hainan is going all out to develop 
NEVs – a move driven by its mission 
to build a national pilot zone for 
ecological civilization, as well as 
its own needs for economic growth 
and industrial transformation. The 
province’s ecological environment 
is its most valuable resource, and 
cutting vehicle emissions is key to 
protecting it, Yu said.

China unveiled its new Nationally 
Determined Contributions last 
September, setting ambitious goals 
for 2035. These include reducing 
economy-wide net greenhouse gas 
emissions by 7 to 10 percent from 
peak levels, increasing the share 
of non-fossil fuels in total energy 
consumption to over 30 percent, and 
expanding the installed capacity of 
wind and solar power to more than 
six times the 2020 levels.

– Xinhua

New energy vehicles (NEVs) travel through the zero-carbon demonstration zone in 

Boao, Hainan Province, on March 28, 2023.            – Xinhua 

BEIJING – New energy 
vehicles (NEVs) accounted 
for 49.42 percent of all newly 
registered automobiles in Chinain 
the first half (H1) of 2026, up 4.45 
percentage points from the same 
period last year, according to data 
released by the Ministry of Public 
Security yesterday.

From January to June, traffic 
authorities under the ministry 
registered more than 5.19 
million NEVs and 10.51 million 
automobiles in total, as well as 5.11 
million motorbikes, the ministry 
said.

By the end of June, China had 
476 million vehicles, including 

371 million automobiles, and 567 
million licensed drivers, with 533 
million of them being automobile 
drivers.

NEVs totaled 48.97 million, 
accounting for 13.19 percent of all 
automobiles in China, while 68.77 
percent of the NEVs were pure 
electric vehicles.              – Xinhua

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the breach-of-trust suspect to a PJ vehicle 
outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.                           – Photo: Tony Wong

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the two hooded theft suspects to a PJ vehicle 
outside the PJ headquarters yesterday.     – Photo: Tony Wong

Hainan plans to ban sales 
of fuel cars by 2030

NEVs make up nearly half of newly 
registered automobiles in H1 
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SINGAPORE – Singapore’s High 
Court ordered the Bloomberg news 
agency yesterday to pay Sg$230,000 
(US$178,000) in damages each to 
two senior government ministers in 
a defamation case linked to a report 
on luxury property deals.

Home Affairs Minister K. 
Shanmugam and Manpower 
Minister Tan See Leng filed the 
suits against the US-based global 
news organisation and its reporter 
Low De Wei in January 2025, 
alleging the article had harmed 
their reputations.

The story, headlined “Singapore 
Mansion Deals Are Increasingly 
Shrouded in Secrecy”, looked at 
top-range houses called Good Class 
Bungalows and claimed many 
purchases did not have legal filings, 
making the deals harder to track.

The story referred to transactions 
involving the two cabinet ministers.

Justice Audrey Lim ruled 
in a written judgment released 
yesterday that the article had 

defamed the ministers.
“I have found that the natural 

and ordinary meaning of the Article 
is that the claimants took advantage 
of the absence of checks and 
balances or disclosure requirements 
to conduct their property 
transactions in a non-transparent 
manner, and that they did so to hide 
their transactions and avoid scrutiny 
that might extend to the possibility 
of money laundering,” Lim said.

“These are grave assertions 
that directly impugn the claimants’ 
personal integrity, character and 
professional reputation,” she said.

She said the allegations also 
undermined the standing of their 
offices as cabinet ministers and their 
“moral authority to lead”, noting 
that higher-standing claimants 
typically warrant greater damages.

Lim awarded Sg$170,000 in 
general damages and Sg$60,000 
for aggravation, including malice, 
after rejecting Bloomberg’s 
defence that the article was 

published in the public interest.
Bloomberg Editor-in-Chief 

John Micklethwait said the agency 
was disappointed by the ruling 
“but we will of course respect it”.

“Our newsroom – and our re-
porter – conducted themselves with 
integrity, and met all our editorial 
standards in preparing the story at 
the centre of this trial. We continue 
to stand by them,” he said.

Shanmugam and another 
politician, Foreign Minister Vivian 
Balakrishnan, came under the 
spotlight in 2023 for renting huge, 
expensive bungalows, with some 
critics alleging they had been given 
preferential treatment in obtaining 
rental agreements.

The government cleared 
them of any wrongdoing after an 
investigation and said they had 
not abused their position to rent 
the houses – a hot-button issue in 
the city-state, where most people 
live in government-built high-rise 
apartments.    – AFP

MANILA – The Philippines 
recently inaugurated its first charity 
bone marrow transplant unit at a 
hospital in its capital, offering free 
treatment for patients who would 
otherwise pay millions of pesos for 
the procedure, according to local 
media reports.

The new facility has four beds, 
including three dedicated to charity 
patients who will receive bone 

marrow transplants without paying 
for the procedure, medicines or 
doctors’ professional fees. The 
unit is expected to begin treating 
patients later this year.

According to the local hospital, 
bone marrow transplantation is 
used to treat leukemia and other 
serious blood disorders and 
cancers. The procedure typically 
costs between 2 million and 5 

million pesos (about US$81,090), 
making it unaffordable for many 
Filipino patients.

Hospital officials said around 
25 patients are already waiting 
for treatment. They also urged 
the public to support the program 
by donating blood, noting that the 
country continues to face a shortage 
of bone marrow transplant donors.

– Xinhua

MANILA – A Grade 4 student in 
the Philippines died after a routine 
school deworming activity in Cavite 
province, southwest of Manila, 
with initial medical findings linking 
the death to septic shock caused 
by an infection, according to the 
Department of Education on Monday.

The department said the 
deworming activity was conducted on 
July 2 at a public elementary school 
in coordination with the local health 
office. Several students reportedly fell 

ill afterwards, and the student who 
died on July 3 had been hospitalized 
after experiencing vomiting.

The department said health 
authorities are investigating 
the incident and reviewing the 
circumstances surrounding the 
student’s death. According to the 
department’s implementation 
booklet, these deworming activities 
are held twice a year to rid students 
of intestinal parasites that cause 
nutritional deficiencies.      – Xinhua

TOKYO – AI-generated images 
and videos will have to be marked 
as such under new rules on the use 
of social media during elections in 
Japan, the internal affairs minister 
said yesterday.

The new rules, approved by 
parliament on Monday and which 
will take effect in March, also 
forbid internet users and platforms 
from spreading fake or distorted 
information about candidates.

“We believe that this is 
extremely important from the 
perspective of ensuring the fairness 
of elections,” Yoshimasa Hayashi, 

whose ministry oversees elections 
and telecommunications, told a 
press conference.

The new rules follow allegations 
about the use of AI-generated 
content to smear candidates in 
a 2025 leadership contest in the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
and in parliamentary elections in 
February.

Unlike under laws on social 
networks passed by the European 
Union, Japanese authorities will not 
be able to impose penalties for non-
compliance, prompting local media 
to question their effectiveness.

The Nikkei business daily said 
that this may be because Tokyo 
wants to avoid the friction seen 
between Washington and Brussels 
over fines imposed under the bloc’s 
Digital Services Act.

The Japanese government 
plans to set guidelines for platform 
operators on ways to obey the 
rules, with annual disclosures on 
implementation, Kyodo News said.

Japanese government officials 
have said, in drafting the new rules, 
they needed to strike a balance 
between free speech and the sanctity 
of democratic elections.         – AFP

Chayanit Itthipongmaetee
BANGKOK – The Bangkok bar 

that erupted into flames, killing 30 
people, lacked some basic safety 
systems that might have saved lives, 
an independent expert told AFP 
yesterday.

Wasawat Kitsiriteeraphak, a 
former president of Thailand’s 
Building Inspector Association, 
visited the Rong Beer Na Lat Phrao 
restaurant and bar with forensic police 
in the wake of Sunday’s deadly blaze.

Afterwards, he said he believed 
the venue lacked the safety systems 
required for the large crowds and 
live music it hosted.

Fire escape routes, alarm systems 
and emergency preparedness can “help 
minimise the severity of potential loss 
of life and property”, he told AFP.

But during his preliminary 
inspection, he said he saw “no 
emergency exit signage, emergency 
lighting systems or fire alarm devices”.

Wasawat, a consultant who 
has worked with forensic police 
in other cases, cautioned that a 
comprehensive assessment by 
officials would be needed.

Thailand’s approach to health 
and safety regulations – particularly 
in bars and nightclubs – has long 
raised concerns.

In 2009, a blaze tore through 
Bangkok’s Santika club during New 
Year celebrations, killing 67 people 
and injuring more than 200.

In 2022, 25 people died after a 
fire ripped through the Mountain 
B nightclub in Thailand’s eastern 
Chonburi province.

“It keeps happening... since 
Santika, and now this incident again. 
It’s a huge loss,” said Jittiya Phaiklaw, 
whose niece died in Sunday’s fire.

‘Serious enforcement’
Rong Beer Na Lat Phrao had 

a restaurant licence, but its actual 
operations resembled those of an 
“entertainment venue”, Wasawat said.

He said this was not uncommon 
for Bangkok bars and nightclubs, since 
the city’s designated entertainment 
zones are limited to the central Royal 
City Avenue (RCA) and Silom areas.

Rong Beer Na Lat Phrao is in 
northeastern Bangkok.

Interior ministry official Ansit 
Samphantarat confirmed the venue 
was registered as a restaurant but was 
found operating activities resembling 
an entertainment venue, namely live 
music, alcohol sales and dancing.

“If a venue has these 
components but is not registered 
as an entertainment venue, that is 
considered a violation,” he said.

Bangkok Governor Chadchart 
Sittipunt, who was elected to a second 
term last month, promised a survey 
of similar establishments as well as 
tougher enforcement across the city.

But he said zoning regulations 
and legal definitions of different 
establishments needed to be revised.

Wasawat said a national effort 
was needed to improve safety.

He called for inspections across 
the country “alongside serious 
enforcement of building control and 
safety in order to prevent similar 
losses from occurring again”. – AFP

French teenager Didier 
Gaspard Owen Maximilien 
arrives at the State Courts in 
Singapore on Monday.
The 18-year-old has been 
charged with mischief and 
public nuisance in Singapore 
for licking a straw and 
putting it back in an orange 
juice vending machine. 
Didier Gaspard Owen 
Maximilien’s clip went viral 
and triggered a backlash 
that led to his arrest in 
Singapore, which has a 
reputation for not tolerating 
bad behaviour.              – AFP

Britain’s Princess Anne, the Princess Royal (centre) and her husband Tim Laurence 
(left) talk with South Korean President Lee Jae Myung during their meeting at the 
presidential Blue House in Seoul yesterday.                 – AFP

Bangkok bar that caught !re lacked 
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DHAKA – The Bangladeshi 
parliament has passed a narcotics 
control bill that retains the death 
penalty for illegal drug trade 
conducted via cyberspace while 
introducing new measures to 
combat technology-driven offenses.

Bangladesh’s Home Minister 
Salahuddin Ahmed tabled the 
Narcotics Control (Amendment) Bill, 
2026 in the House on Monday, where 
it was approved by a voice vote.

The legislation maintains 
capital punishment as the maximum 
sentence for online drug trafficking 
and expands the legal framework to 
address emerging digital methods 
of narcotics distribution, according 

to the bill’s text.
Amendments to the law 

criminalize the use of cyberspace, 
digital devices, social media, and 
other online platforms for any 
transaction involving illegal drugs 
or psychoactive substances.

The legislation also outlaws the 
use of digital payments, e-wallets, 
virtual assets, and cryptocurrency 
for such activity.

The law stipulates that the 
physical recovery of drugs from 
a suspect is not mandatory for 
securing a conviction.

Such offenses carry penalties 
ranging from imprisonment to the 
death penalty, as well as fines of up to 

5 million taka (around US$41,000).
The amendments empower the 

Department of Narcotics Control 
to form a canine unit and authorize 
its officers to carry firearms.

The amended law also paves 
the way for the establishment 
of special tribunals to handle 
drug crimes in high-risk areas in 
addition to the regular courts.

Responding to allegations 
that a section of law enforcers 
were involved in drug trafficking, 
Ahmed, during his speech in the 
parliament, said administrative 
action was being taken against 
those found guilty and that no one 
would be spared.              – Xinhua

Sailendra SIL
KOLKATA – Teacher Raja Dey 

fears attendance might drop now 
that government-run schools have 
stopped serving eggs for lunch in his 
eastern Indian state, a dietary change 
that has stirred a political storm.

The humble egg, a popular 
food in West Bengal, was taken 
off the menu after the state’s 
recently elected Hindu nationalist 
government said a religious charity 
will provide free, vegetarian 
cooked meals in state-run schools.

The new arrangement has 
rekindled a long-running debate over 
food, faith and nutrition in the world’s 
most populous country, with critics 
accusing the government of trying to 
turn schoolchildren vegetarian.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
party, which swept to power in 
West Bengal for the first time in 
regional elections held in May, often 
promotes vegetarianism as a part of 
its nationalist agenda, although most 
Indian Hindus eat meat and fish.

Eggs, which Hindus generally 
consider non-vegetarian, are even 
more widely consumed.

Former West Bengal chief 
minister Mamata Banerjee, whose 
regional Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) lost May’s vote after 15 
years in power, has denounced 
the move to remove eggs from 
school meals as going “against the 
culture” of the state, home to more 
than 100 million people.

“The BJP government is trying 
to impose vegetarianism on school 
children,” TMC lawmaker Dola 
Sen told AFP.

Some teachers have expressed 

concerns over attendance rates as 
well as good nutrition.

“The mid-day meals have been 
one of the biggest attractions in 
state-run primary schools,” teacher 
Dey told AFP.

World’s largest school 
lunch scheme

While there is no nationwide 
data linking eggs to attendance in 
government-run schools, Dey said 
that “students turn up in large numbers 
on days when eggs are provided”.

In the southern state of Karnataka, 
official figures from last year showed 
that attendance rose from 93.5 to 98.97 
percent after egg distribution had been 
expanded to six days a week.

In West Bengal, eggs, previously 
served once a week, were replaced 
last month with plant-based 
alternatives as the state government 
tapped the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) 
– commonly known as the Hare 
Krishna movement – as the new 
provider of school meals.

ISKCON is the leading 
provider of India’s school lunches 
– the largest such programme in 
the world, according to the UN – 
and serves only vegetarian food.

The lunch scheme is widely 
acknowledged to have improved 
enrolment rates across the country, 
with multiple peer-reviewed research 
papers identifying an increase of up 
to 15 percent.

There are also nutritional benefits.
A 2021 report by the 

International Food Policy Research 
Institute found that the scheme 
has played a key role in reducing 

stunting among Indian children.
With eggs off the menu, public 

health advocates have warned that 
children from poor families – the 
primary target of the lunch scheme 
– could lose an important source of 
protein and other nutrients.

‘Gold standard’
ISKCON has pushed back, 

arguing that soya chunks, cottage 
cheese and lentils were as nutritious.

“We will ensure that whatever 
nutrients a child gets from eggs will 
be matched or exceeded by superior 
quality protein and vitamins in our 
meals,” Surovijoy Govinda Das, a 
senior member of ISKCON, told AFP.

The state’s education minister, 
Dipak Barman, said that “there are 
many people in our country who lead 
a healthy life on a vegetarian diet.”

Some nutritionists beg to differ.
Eggs are “the gold standard for 

protein quality”, Sylvia Karpagam, 
a community health physician, told 
Frontline magazine.

Without “fact-based informa-
tion... the country faces a looming 
crisis in nutrition and health out-
comes”, she said.

In the run-up to May’s vote, 
TMC party members had accused 
Modi’s BJP of seeking to ban fish 
and meat altogether.

The ruling party denied any 
such intention, but last month’s 
menu change has revived concerns.

The matter has made it to the 
High Court, which has asked 
the state to clarify its position on 
handing over the lunch scheme to 
ISKCON. A hearing is slated for 
next month.     – AFP

SYDNEY – Young men and boys 
are being targeted for sexual extortion 
on social media platforms, Australia’s 
online watchdog said yesterday, 
finding “significant gaps” in how tech 
companies deal with the problem.

Australia’s eSafety Commissioner 
received more than 2,200 complaints 
in the six months to December about 
sexual extortion, in which criminals 
trick victims into sharing intimate 
images before demanding money and 
threatening to expose them to family 
and friends.

The biggest group falling victim 
was men aged 18 to 24 years old, 
with 803 complaints received from 
this cohort.

Children under 15 were also 
falling prey, with 186 complaints 
received from boys and 58 
complaints from girls.

Instagram and WhatsApp were 
the social media platforms most 
often named in the sexual extortion 
complaints, with TikTok the service 
identified by more children as the 
platform where contact with the 
abuser began, the report said.

The report highlighted the 
experience of 16-year-old “Sam”, 
who came into contact with fraudster 
“Jessica” while scrolling Instagram.

Sam was next lured to the private 
messaging service WhatsApp and 
asked to share a nude photo.

Seconds later, he was told to pay 
US$200, with the suggestion he steal 

it from his parents, or the photo would 
be sent to everyone he knew online.

eSafety Commissioner Julie 
Inman Grant said the report showed 
there were “significant gaps” in how 
platforms protect users, and it was 
“vital” tech companies provide faster 
responses to victims reporting harm.

“The goal is often quick financial 
gain, with perpetrators using high-
pressure tactics to force victims into 
paying. This form of extortion can 
cause high levels of stress, panic, 
psychological distress and financial 
loss,” she said in a statement.

“In several cases, we have provided 
these platforms with evidence of how 
their services are being colonised by 
criminals to devastating impact, with 
clear guidance on how to stem the 
abuse. Even when we’ve laid this out, 
we haven’t seen adequate responses, 
despite the technology being readily 
available.”

The Australian regulator sees “the 
same kill chains, scripts and images 
being used across multiple sexual 
extortion scams, and platforms should 
be picking this up,” she added.

The regulator said language 
analysis tools should be used by 
platforms to detect sexual extortion, 
however this is often prevented by 
encryption on private messaging 
services.

Meta said in March it would 
remove encryption on private 
messaging on Instagram.        – AFP

KABUL – More than 10.7 million 
women and girls in Afghanistan 
will require humanitarian assistance 
in 2026, the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
in Afghanistan said.

Local media Tolo News, citing 
the UN agency, reported yesterday 
that women and girls continue to bear 

the heaviest burden of the country’s 
humanitarian crisis, with growing 
needs across health, protection and 
other essential services.

The UN agency said shortages 
of female health workers, declining 
funding and restricted access to 
healthcare services have placed 
Afghanistan’s maternal healthcare 

system under increasing strain.
It warned that the challenges 

have heightened concerns over 
a possible rise in maternal and 
newborn deaths, calling attention to 
the need for sustained humanitarian 
support to address the country’s 
health and humanitarian needs.

– Xinhua

ISLAMABAD – At least nine 
people were killed and 14 others 
injured after a residential house 
collapsed during heavy rain on 
Monday evening in the Kohat 
district of Pakistan’s northwest 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, 
rescue officials said.

An official from the Rescue 
1122 said late Monday night that 
torrential rainfall caused the house 
to cave in the Malgin area of Lachi 
area of the district, trapping 23 
people under the rubble.

Rescue teams from Kohat 
and the neighboring Karak 
district launched an operation and 
successfully pulled all the victims 

from the debris and took them to a 
nearby hospital.

The deceased included six 
women and three children, said the 
official, fearing that the death toll 
could rise as some of the injured are 
in critical condition.

The house collapse came as 
monsoon rains continued to lash 
several parts of Pakistan, triggering 
flash floods, damaging infrastructure 
and disrupting daily life.

Earlier on Monday, the Provincial 
Disaster Management Authority 
(PDMA) of the province warned that 
additional water could be released 
from dams over the next two days 
due to rising inflows.      – AFP

Afghan refugees collect building materials before their repatriation to Afghanistan, 
in Peshawar on Tuesday, after the voluntary departure deadline for Afghan citizens 
without visas ended as part of an intensifying deportation drive.               – AFP

Egg-free school meals scramble 
politics in India
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Over 10 million women, girls in Afghanistan need 
humanitarian aid in 2026: UN

Bangladesh passes anti-drug bill with death 
penalty for online tra!cking

9 killed, 14 injured after house collapses 
amid heavy rain in NW Pakistan
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David Stout and Haitham El-Tabei
RIYADH – Saudi Arabia and Yemen’s 

Iran-backed Houthis appeared on the 
brink of renewed war after the fighters 
claimed their first large-scale strikes on 
the kingdom since 2022, analysts and a 
Gulf source said.

The Houthis fired missiles at an 
airport in the southern Saudi Arabian city 
of Abha late Monday, after the Yemeni 
government hit Sanaa airport to divert 
a flight from Iran that had onboard a 
Houthi delegation returning from the late 
supreme leader’s funeral.

The Houthis have blamed the 
government’s backer Riyadh for the 
attack.

For some analysts, the exchange 
likely marked a new era of hostilities 
and the end of a four-year uneasy truce 
that ended attacks between Yemen’s 
government and the Saudi-led coalition 
that backs it, and the Houthis.

“I think it’s huge,” said Farea 
Al-Muslimi, a research fellow at the 
London-based Chatham House think-
tank, adding that the attacks “put an 
official closure to the [Yemeni] truce” 
that had mostly held despite expiring.

The truce had largely halted a conflict 
that killed tens of thousands of people and 
triggered a major humanitarian crisis, but 
ultimately failed to dislodge the Houthis 
from power.

A source in the Gulf familiar with the 
situation said Saudi Arabia was prepared 
to hit back after the Houthis targeted the 
kingdom’s infrastructure.

“Saudi civilian infrastructure is a 
redline,” the source told AFP.

Following Monday’s exchanges, 
the Houthis boasted of firing ballistic 
missiles and drones at the kingdom and 
warned airlines against using Saudi 
airspace “until the blockade on Sanaa 

International Airport is lifted”.
The Saudi-led coalition in Yemen 

later said its air defence forces had 
intercepted the projectiles.

Years of war
Hostilities had been mounting for 

days as the Houthis accused Saudi Arabia 
earlier this month of targeting an Iranian 
plane that landed in Sanaa and took off 
carrying the delegation headed to Ali 
Khamenei’s funeral.

The outbreak of fighting is an example 
of how the war between the United States 
and Iran has spilled over and risks further 
destabilising the Middle East and rattling 
the region’s precarious fault lines.

Iran had hit its Gulf neighbours 
repeatedly during the war, and now 
appears to have challenged – through its 
Houthi allies – the Saudi-led coalition’s 
hegemony over Yemeni skies by sending 
a plane directly from Tehran and back 
without requesting permission.

For more than a decade, aircraft 
entering Yemeni airspace have needed prior 
clearance from the Saudi-led coalition that 
backs the government and says it enforces 
the restriction at its request.

The Houthis have been at war with 
Yemen’s government since 2014.

Saudi Arabia entered the conflict in 
2015, forming an international coalition 
intended to defeat the Houthis.

The rebels continue to control 
Yemen’s capital Sanaa and swathes of the 
north, including most population centres, 
while the internationally recognised 
government holds much of the south.

For months, they have issued repeated 
warnings that if their forces were drawn 
into the war between Iran and the US, 
they would act decisively.

Although the rebels had fired at 
shipping they claimed to be linked to 

Israel in the Red Sea during the Gaza 
war, they did not hit targets in the Gulf 
and have largely stayed out of the 
US-Iran conflict.

Red Sea stakes
Mohammed al-Basha, of the US-based 

risk advisory Basha Report, said both 
parties remained engaged in talks despite 
the latest escalation – though they were 
preparing for war, in case talks fail.

“Discussions on the Yemen file have 
continued without interruption since this 
latest round of escalation,” he told AFP.

In a propaganda video posted before 
they claimed the latest attacks, the 
rebels showed satellite imagery of Saudi 
airports and ports with a target on them, 
using the hashtag “retaliation is coming”.

From their mountainous strongholds 
overlooking the Red Sea, the Houthis 
could halt maritime traffic in the waterway 
and target Saudi export terminals on the 
coastline that provide millions of barrels 
of oil a day to the world.

“We will see further Saudi attacks on 
the Houthis. I would not be surprised if 
the Houthis showed up to the Red Sea,” 
added Al-Muslimi.

The move could pack an especially 
heavy economic punch, with US 
President Donald Trump on Monday 
announcing plans to blockade Iran’s ports 
following days of tit-for-tat strikes that 
sent global crude prices soaring.

For ordinary Yemenis, the outbreak 
of any further fighting after years of 
hardship remained a bleak prospect.

“What frightens me is that war could 
break out suddenly at any moment and 
continue without stopping,” Mohammed, 
a 37-year-old restaurant worker in 
Hodeida, told AFP.

“But when that might happen is 
unclear.”               – AFP

SANAA – Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthis 
said they shot down a Saudi-operated 
reconnaissance drone yesterday, a day after 
an exchange of hostilities erupted between 
the two sides for the first time in years.

The fighters “succeeded in shooting 
down an enemy Saudi ‘Wing Loong II’ 
reconnaissance aircraft while it was carrying 
out hostile missions at dawn today over 
Al-Bayda Governorate in the centre of the 
country,” Houthi military spokesman Yahya 
Saree said.

The latest claim came a day after the 
Houthis accused Saudi Arabia of attacking 
rebel-held Sanaa airport and retaliated with 
strikes targeting an airport in the kingdom –  
the biggest exchange of fire since a 2022 truce.

The Saudi-backed Yemeni government 
claimed responsibility for that attack, saying 
it wanted to prevent an Iranian plane from 
landing.

For more than a decade, aircraft entering 
Yemeni airspace have needed prior clearance 
from the Saudi-led coalition that backs 
the government and says it enforces the 
restriction at its request.

The Houthis and their Iranian backers 
appear to have challenged this arrangement 
by organising direct flights from Iran, 
angering the government and its backer.

The rebels will “confront any violation of 
the country’s airspace and sovereignty, and 
declare that they will not stand idly by in the 
face of any aggression,” Saree added.  – AFP

This screen grab taken from video footage released by the Houthi rebels’ Al-Masirah TV channel 

and made available via AFPTV on Monday shows airstrikes hitting Sanaa airport. The leader of 

Yemen’s internationally recognised governing council said on Monday that he would not expand his 

confrontation with the Houthis after his forces hit Sanaa airport to prevent an Iranian plane carrying a 

rebel delegation from landing.                               – AFP 

WASHINGTON – US President 
Donald Trump said yesterday he was 
scrapping a planned levy on ships 
transiting the Strait of Hormuz a day 
after he announced it, and replacing the 
fee with trade deals with Gulf allies.

Trump said his sudden decision to 
withdraw the toll – which he imposed 
amid fresh clashes with Iran over the 
vital waterway – was “based on highly 
productive conversations with Middle 
East leadership.”

“I have decided to replace the 20% 
United States Reimbursement Fee with 
Trade and Investment Deals that the 
various Gulf States will be making into 
the United States,” Trump said on his 
Truth Social network.

The US leader said he would 
continue with a “FULL Blockade” on 
ships coming to and from Iranian ports 
but only on Ships coming to and from 
Iranian ports, or carrying anything have 
to do with Iranian cargo.

Trump had declared on Monday 
that Washington was now the “THE 
GUARDIAN OF THE HORMUZ 
STRAIT” and would impose hefty fees on 
shipping to reimburse the United States for 
protecting the key conduit for oil and gas.

Iran’s military command had insisted 
it would not allow the United States to 
“interfere” in the strait, while also warning 
its Gulf neighbours – who have borne the 
brunt of its retaliatory attacks – against 
cooperating with Washington.          – AFP

RAMALLAH, Palestinian Territories – Palestinian 
rights organisations yesterday launched an international 
campaign aimed at documenting and combating sexual 
violence against Palestinian detainees in Israeli prisons.

Campaign coordinator Youssef al-Amayreh, who was 
released in January after spending two years in Israeli 
custody, said the initiative had already collected dozens 
of testimonies from former detainees alleging sexual 
violence and abuse.

“Unfortunately, dozens of male and female prisoners 
do not dare to stand up and speak out, either for health 
reasons or security reasons, or because of social 
considerations,” said Amayreh, alleging that he had 
himself been sexually abused in detention.

Amayreh, a resident of the village of Al-Burj in 
southern West Bank, did not give details of his own 
experience, but displayed boxes of medication he said he 
began taking after his release.

He said the campaign aimed to “expose the crimes 
committed against detainees” and end Israel’s “policy of 
impunity”.

His wife, Sabreen, described the emotional and social 
toll on families of survivors, saying spouses are often left 
navigating trauma while trying to preserve family stability.

“When a person is subjected to sexual violence, the 
pain does not stop at their body or their psyche, but 
affects an entire family,” she said.

“The wife becomes a nurse, a psychologist, a father, a 
mother, and a source of support.”

Israeli, Palestinian and international human rights 
organisations have repeatedly raised concerns over 
allegations of torture, ill-treatment and degrading conditions 
in Israeli detention facilities, particularly since the Gaza war 
began following Hamas’s 7 October 2023 attack on Israel.

The Israeli Prison Service has repeatedly responded 
that all detainees are held in accordance with the law, that 
their rights are protected, and that its staff operate under 
continuous judicial oversight.

In May, UN Special Rapporteur on Torture Alice 
Jill Edwards urged Israeli authorities to review their 
detention policies.

Her investigation documented “52 incidents of 
different forms of torture or other ill-treatment, and 
another 33 incidents of sexual torture and other sexualised 
ill-treatment”.

Palestinian journalist Sami al-Saee from Tulkarm said 
he had been subjected to “gang rape” by guards during 
his detention between February 2024 and June 2025.

Israel’s Prison Service did not immediately respond 
to an AFP request for comment on Amayreh and Saee’s 
testimonies.

Israel suspended International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) visits to Palestinian security detainees after 
the October 2023 attacks, arguing that the organisation had 
failed to secure access to Israeli hostages held in Gaza.

Although Israel’s Supreme Court overturned the 
ban in June, visits have yet to resume. According to the 
Palestinian Prisoners’ Club, around 9,500 Palestinians 
are currently being held in Israeli prisons.              – AFP

Saudi, Houthis edge towards war as 
Middle East con!ict spills over

Trump backs down on levy on Hormuz ships

Houthis say shot down Saudi surveillance drone

Freed Palestinian 
detainees campaign 
against sexual abuse 

in Israeli jails
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LONDON – UK counter-terrorism 
police yesterday said the murder of 
veteran right-wing politician Ann 
Widdecombe was a “targeted attack”, 
as a 28-year-old man remained 
under arrest on suspicion of acts of 
“terrorism” and murder.

“It is clear that this was a 
targeted attack,” head of Counter 
Terrorism Policing Laurence Taylor 
told reporters about the killing of 
the 78-year-old woman in her home 
last week, adding that officers were 
pursuing “multiple lines of inquiry”.

Widdecombe, a spokesperson for 
the hard-right Reform UK party and 
a former Conservative minister, was 
found dead in her home in Devon, 
southwest England on Thursday.

Counter-terrorism police took 
over the investigation on Monday 
as a 28-year-old white British 
man was detained on suspicion 
of “commission, preparation or 

instigation of acts of terrorism” as 
well as suspicion of murder.

The man was first arrested on the 
weekend in Yorkshire in northern 
England, about 480 km from 
Widdecombe’s home on suspicion 
of murder, before being re-arrested 
as a terrorism suspect.

“We are still working to 
understand the extent of any planning 
or preparation and the motivation 
that sits behind that attack,” Taylor 
told reporters outside Scotland Yard.

He also said it was a “line of inquiry” 
whether the suspect was targeting other 
politicians who are part of Reform, 
the anti-immigration party led by pro-
Brexit figurehead Nigel Farage.

Taylor urged the public to 
“think before sharing any unverified 
information” as the killing has 
garnered huge public interest.

Widdecombe, a Conservative 
MP from 1987 to 2010, was known 

for her staunch Christian faith 
and outspoken views, becoming a 
household name after appearing on 
reality shows in the 2010s.

Widdecombe is the third UK 
politician murdered in an allegedly 

targeted attack this decade. Labour 
Party MP Jo Cox was murdered in 
2016 by a neo-Nazi sympathiser, 
while Conservative lawmaker 
David Amess was killed in 2021 by 
an Islamic State (IS) group follower.

The government announced a 
multi-million-pound package to 
boost security of elected lawmakers 
in 2024, saying they faced increasing 
threats including over their stance 
on the Israel-Hamas war.

Addressing parliament on 
Monday, interior minister Shabana 
Mahmood said the killing was a 
“dark day in our political life” and 
“raises questions about the security 
of those in public life” as well as 
that of former MPs.

Mahmood told MPs that the 
suspect was not known to Prevent, 
the UK’s programme for people 
at risk of being radicalised as 
extremists.

Mahmood also said she 
recognised “the particular concern 
that the Reform Party will feel 
today”, and offered Farage a 
meeting with the body that manages 
security for public figures.      – AFP

This handout photograph released by the UK Parliament shows Britain’s Home Secretary 
Shabana Mahmood (left) making a statement on the death of former Conservative MP 
Ann Widdecombe in the House of Commons in London on Monday.               – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – A 
record-smashing heat wave was 
spreading yesterday from the West 
toward the East Coast, placing 
nearly 100 million Americans under 
heat alerts.

The phenomenon known as a 
heat dome has already shattered 
all-time temperature records in 
western states, including 111F 
(44C) in Billings, Montana, where 
the previous record was 108F, and 
109F in Salt Lake City, where the 
previous one was 107F.

Extreme heat and humidity 
persist in the west but are now 
expanding to the densely populated 
East Coast, which also faced extreme 
temperatures earlier in the month.

“Above average temperatures 
and dangerous levels of heat are 
forecast to enter the Northeast on 
Tuesday before the most intense 

heat occurs on Wednesday and 
expands into the Mid-Atlantic,” 
said the National Weather Service.

Cities from Richmond, Virginia, 
to Boston, Massachusetts, are set 
to see temperatures soar from the 
upper 90s to near 100 degrees, with 
daily highs under threat.

Cooler temperatures are expected 
to follow by the end of the week.

Scientists from the World 
Weather Attribution group released 
an analysis showing the hot and 
humid conditions in the earlier East 
Coast hot spell – which fell as the 
US celebrated its 250th anniversary 
on July 4th – would have been 
“virtually impossible” without 
human-caused climate change.

Heat domes can cause “dry 
thunderstorms,” in which rain 
evaporates before hitting the ground 
and lightning strikes are liable to 

trigger wildfires, as much of the 
western United States is already 
experiencing drought conditions.

Scientists say a brewing “super” 
El Niño in the equatorial Pacific could 
also be influencing the heat dome.

Record-warm sea surface 
temperatures in the central Pacific 
are shifting where tropical storms 
form and release energy, which in 
turn is distorting the jet stream over 
the western US and allowing hot air 
to get trapped in place.

US forecasters expect El Niño 
to peak between October-December 
at potentially record-breaking 
levels, with the strongest spike in 
temperature to follow in 2027.

Compounded with probably 
climate change, the last El Niño 
contributed to making 2023 the 
second-hottest year on record and 
2024 the all-time high.     – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – The 
head of Google’s AI lab called 
yesterdayfor the United States to 
create an organisation that would test 
the most powerful AI systems before 
they can be released to the public.

Demis Hassabis, who runs 
Google DeepMind and won a 
Nobel Prize for his work on protein 
science, said in an essay that AI 
capable of matching the full range of 
human thinking, known as artificial 
general intelligence, is likely just a 
few years away.

Hassabis leads the division 
behind Google’s Gemini family of 
AI models, which compete directly 
with offerings from OpenAI and 
Anthropic in the fast-moving race 
to build more powerful systems.

The proposal lands amid 
growing calls from rival AI 
executives for binding government 
oversight of the technology – and 
weeks after a bruising standoff 
between the Trump administration 
and Anthropic that laid bare the 
absence of clear rules for the sector.

In June, the US Commerce 
Department ordered Anthropic to 

suspend all foreign access to its 
Claude Fable 5 and Mythos 5 models, 
citing national security concerns 
linked to a reported jailbreak – users 
successfully blowing past guardrails 
designed to contain them.

The company was forced to 
take both models offline entirely for 
more than two weeks before access 
was gradually restored.

Hassabis proposed a new regulatory 
body modelled on the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Authority 
(FINRA), the private watchdog that 
polices Wall Street brokerage houses 
under federal oversight.

He said it would be staffed by 
leading technical experts, funded 
primarily by the AI industry, and 
tasked with developing safety 
benchmarks that frontier models must 
clear before entering the market.

Under his plan, AI developers 
would initially submit their most 
powerful models for review on a 
voluntary basis up to 30 days before 
release. Once the testing regime 
proves reliable, compliance would 
become mandatory.

“Nobody in the world knows 

for sure what is going to happen 
from here, and even the experts 
disagree,” Hassabis wrote.

“When there is a large degree 
of uncertainty and the stakes are 
this high, proceeding with cautious 
optimism is the sensible and correct 
strategy.”

The rules enforced by the new 
US agency would apply to any 
model deemed powerful enough to 
qualify as “frontier-class” – whether 
built in the US or abroad, with 
Hassabis hoping that international 
players would buy into the system 
once it was up and running.

In an interview with Axios 
published alongside his manifesto, 
Hassabis described the Mythos 
episode as “a bit of a wake-up call” 
that showed Washington needs a 
more structured approach.

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei 
has issued his own call for regulation 
days before the government 
crackdown, publishing an essay 
in early June that advocated for 
a federal agency with the power 
to vet powerful AI models before 
deployment.       – AFP

ROKYTNE, Ukraine – 
The commander of Ukraine’s 
French-trained “Anne of Kyiv” 
brigade was remanded in custody 
yesterday, facing murder charges 
in an episode that has triggered a 
widespread outcry.

It is the latest scandal to hit the 
unit, which was supposed to be a 
flagship fighting force and symbol 
of French support for Ukraine, but 
has been beset by mass desertions, 
low morale and equipment shortages 
since it was formed in 2024

Ukrainian police say the unit’s 
commander, Stanislav Luchanov, 
is implicated in the kidnapping 
and murder of two brothers who 
disappeared from the Kyiv region 
in June after an altercation over 
noise complaints.

He told reporters yesterday 
that he denies the allegations.

A court in Rokytne, south of 
Kyiv, ordered Luchanov be held 
in pre-trial detention for at least 60 
days, an AFP journalist reported 
from the hearing.

Ten people have been arrested 
in the case, including other 
members of the unit, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said.

Police say the brothers insulted 
a woman during an altercation 

over loud noise, with the woman’s 
husband then enlisting other soldiers 
to “take revenge” on the pair.

Some Ukrainian media 
reported the woman was 
Luchanov’s wife, while the police 
said only that her husband was a 
serving member of the military.

Luchanov was suspended when 
he left the unit without authorisation 
after the alleged murder.

The 155th Brigade is known 
as “Anne of Kyiv”, named after 
a Medieval Kyiv princess who 
married into the French royal family.

Its creation was announced 
by French President Emmanuel 
Macron alongside Zelensky on 
the 80th anniversary of the D-Day 
landings in 2024.

Hundreds of its soldiers were 
partially trained in France.

But it has been rocked by 
several scandals, including 
hundreds of reports of desertion.

Amid a public outcry, 
Interior Minister Igor Klymenko 
acknowledged the case has 
“sparked a broader discussion 
about the behaviour of certain 
service members in the rear.”

“It is unacceptable to resolve 
conflicts using gang-style methods,” 
he said on social media.          – AFP

Stanislav Luchanov (left), suspected of being implicated in the kidnapping and 
murder of two brothers, stands in the defendants’ dock during a court hearing in 
Rokytne, Ukraine, yesterday. Luchanov, commander of Ukraine’s French-trained 
“Anne of Kyiv” brigade, was remanded in custody yesterday, facing murder 
charges.               – AFP 

Police say UK politician’s killing was a ‘targeted attack’

Ukraine’s ‘French brigade’ commander 
detained on murder charges

Record-smashing US heat wave surges from West to East

After Mythos saga, Google AI boss wants US-led global watchdog
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MAPUTO – Mozambique said 
last week that Russia’s foreign 
minister Sergei Lavrov had offered 
Moscow’s support in the battle 
against the “terrorist threat” in its 
oil-rich north where international 
energy giants have set up operations.

Mozambique is fighting an 
insurgency in northern Cabo 
Delgado province that is linked to 
the Islamic State (IS) group and has 
seen attacks on civilians and security 
forces, including beheadings, that 
have displaced thousands of people.

The insurgency featured in talks 
between Lavrov and President Daniel 
Chapo, Mozambique’s presidency 

said in a statement on Thursday.
It cited Lavrov as saying: 

“Russia is ready to help and respond 
to the requests of our Mozambican 
friends with regard to support in 
this fight against the terrorist threat 
in the north of the country.”

Cabo Delgado has enormous 
reserves of gas, which have attracted 
the attention of energy giants including 
France’s TotalEnergies, Italy’s ENI 
and US company ExxonMobil.

Rwandan forces have been 
deployed to the area since 2021 to 
assist Mozambique’s army in an 
operation that has millions of euros’ 
worth of EU backing.   – AFP

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov (left) shakes hands with his Mozambican 

counterpart Maria Manuela Lucas in Maputo on Thursday last week.         – AFP 

Brasília, Brazil
BRASÍLIA – Brazil’s top court 

on Monday barred presidential 
hopeful Flávio Bolsonaro from 
visiting his father, the former 
president Jair Bolsonaro, who is 
under house arrest, until after the 
first round of October elections.

Flávio Bolsonaro this past 
weekend read out a handwritten 
letter from his father on YouTube, 
despite Jair Bolsonaro being banned 
from using social media, either 
directly or through a third party.

Supreme Court Justice 
Alexandre de Moraes said Flávio 
Bolsonaro had shown “disregard” 
for the ban and was “a repeat 
offender regarding disrespectful 
conduct toward court orders.”

He suspended Flávio’s visitation 
rights for 90 days, a measure expiring 
after the first round of Brazil’s 
presidential election on October 4.

Moraes also gave Jair 
Bolsonaro’s lawyers 48 hours to 
explain the “potential disobedience 
of a court order.”

Jair Bolsonaro, 71, is serving 
a 27-year sentence for plotting a 
coup to overturn the result of the 
2022 election won by President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

He served several months in 
prison before being allowed to 
serve his sentence under house 
arrest due to health issues.

The far-right leader anointed 

his eldest son Flávio, a senator, 
as flagbearer for the country’s 
powerful conservative movement.

After an initial surge in opinion 
polls that put him neck-and-neck 
with Lula, Flavio’s campaign has 
taken a hit from a financial scandal 
and the airing of a family feud.

His ratings dwindled in May 
after an audio recording showed 
him asking a banker embroiled in 
a massive fraud scandal to finance 
a Hollywood film about his father 
titled “Dark Horse.”

Last month, former first lady 
Michelle Bolsonaro published two 
long videos on Instagram detailing 
her fallout with her stepson, who she 
said had humiliated and disrespected 
her in a dispute over party candidates.

In his letter, Jair Bolsonaro 
urged his allies to put aside their 
differences and rally behind his 
son’s election bid.

A lawyer with Flávio 
Bolsonaro’s campaign, Tracy 
Reinaldet, said Moraes’s ruling 
was “illegal and unconstitutional.”

He said in a statement that it was 
a violation of the right to receive 
visits from family members and 
maintain communication with the 
outside world.

He noted that Flávio Bolsonaro 
was also his father’s lawyer and 
the ban, therefore, “violates the 
lawyer’s right to communicate 
with his client.”    – AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO – Brazilian 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva said on Monday that plans by 
President Donald Trump to impose 
hefty fees on ships transiting the 
Strait of Hormuz would turn the 
United States into a “pirate” state.

Trump vowed earlier to reinstate 
a blockade of Iran’s ports on the 
strait and slap a levy of 20 percent 
on all cargo shipped through 
Hormuz in order to pay for keeping 
the narrow waterway open.

Tehran started blocking the key 
conduit for petroleum shipments 
after the US and Israel launched 
attacks in late February, which 
prompted Washington to stop the 

shipping to and from Iranian ports.
Those restrictions were eased 

after the two sides in June reached 
an interim agreement on ending the 
war, but Trump has vowed to snap 
them back after a fresh flare-up in 
fighting.

Speaking at a public event in São 
Paulo state, Lula said: “President 
Trump tweeted that he will unblock 
the Strait of Hormuz. But for every 
ship unblocked, every ship removed 
from the strait, the oil owner must 
pay him 20 percent.

“This used to be considered 
piracy,” Lula said.

“A major nation like the United 
States, which I believe has fought 

against piracy for a long time, cannot 
now become a pirate,” he added, 
warning that the conflict was driving 
up the prices of basic foodstuffs 
in Brazil including beans, rice, 
tomatoes and onions, as well as fuel.

Brazil’s 80-year-old veteran 
leftist leader is seeking a fourth term 
as president in October elections.

His government announced a 
range of temporary measures to limit 
fuel price increases after the Iran war 
caused global oil prices to surge.

Lula said revenues from a 12 
percent tax on crude oil exports 
introduced in March were being 
used to mitigate the impact of the 
price hikes.       – AFP

JOHANNESBURG – Mozambique 
said two of its citizens were killed in 
xenophobic unrest in South Africa, 
where police on Friday confirmed 
only that they were investigating a 
deadly shooting and robbery.

Two other Mozambicans had to 
be hospitalised after the violence 
last Tuesday near Johannesburg, 
the Mozambican government said 
in a statement on Thursday entitled 
“Xenophobia in South Africa”.

South Africa has been swept 
by weeks of protests and unrest 
targeting immigrants, causing tens 
of thousands to flee the country.

Asked about the incident, South 
African police said gunmen had shot 
dead two men and a woman at an 
informal settlement before fleeing with 

smartphones and a tablet computer.
“Determining the motive for the 

attack forms part of the investigation,” 
a police spokeswoman told AFP. The 
nationalities of the people involved 
were not yet known, she said.

The Mozambican statement said the 
third dead person was a South African.

It said local authorities reported 
that 38 Mozambicans had been forced 
to leave their homes in the same area 
of Germiston following raids carried 
out by anti-immigrant groups.

Weeks of protests to demand that 
undocumented foreign nationals leave 
South Africa have already claimed 
the lives of at least four foreigners, 
including two Mozambicans killed 
after a protest in the town of Mossel 
Bay late May, according to police.

But they have rejected reports 
from Nigeria of two other deaths 
linked to the unrest, as well as one 
from Ghana, ascribing them to the 
country’s high rate of crime.

Mobs armed with sticks have 
gone door-to-door in some areas to 
demand that foreign nationals leave 
the country, accusing them of taking 
jobs from locals.

Homes of foreign nationals were 
vandalised and ransacked following a 
march in Germiston last week, local 
media reported. Locals have also 
reportedly looted shops run by foreigners.

Growing security fears have 
prompted tens of thousands of people 
from other African nations, including 
Ghana, Malawi, Kenya, Zimbabwe, 
Uganda and Liberia, to flee.     – AFP

Brazil court bars Bolsonaro 
son from visiting father 

until after election

Lula calls US plan for Hormuz fee ‘piracy’

Mozambique says 2 compatriots 
killed in South Africa

Russia ready to support 
Mozambique against 

‘terrorist threat’: Maputo

WASHINGTON, DC – The 
United States ramped up its pressure 
campaign against Cuba on Monday 
with a new wave of sanctions targeting 
state-owned enterprises, militia groups 
and the island’s Tourism Ministry.

Since January, US President 
Donald Trump’s administration has 
heaped pressure on the neighbouring 
country’s communist leadership, with 
increased sanctions and an effective oil 
blockade that has exacerbated Cuba’s 
worst economic crisis in decades.

The sanctions announced on 
Monday target the “interlocking 
pillars” of Cuba’s economic and 
political “apparatus,” the US State 
Department said in a statement.

Among the groups targeted were 
the “Territorial Troops Militia,” a 
civilian paramilitary organisation 
known by its Spanish acronym 
MTT; and the “Rapid Response 
Brigades,” described as para-police 
groups organised and trained by the 
Cuban government.

The “Association of Combatants 
of the Cuban Revolution” (ACRC) 
was also listed.

The sanctions also hit several state-
owned firms involved in fuel imports 
and other trade-related industries, as 
well as Cuba’s Tourism Ministry.

Tourism is normally one of 

Cuba’s biggest industries, but visits to 
the Caribbean island have plummeted 
this year amid the US pressure 
campaign, while sanctions have 
prompted several international hotel 
groups to shutter their operations.

Several of the sanctioned entities 
are linked to the military-run GAESA 
conglomerate, which is the main driver 
of economic activity on the island.

GAESA was sanctioned on May 
1 and has already begun divesting 
assets in an attempt to escape 
economic pressure.

The Grupo de Administración 
Empresarial S.A. (GAESA) is 

owned and run by the Cuban 
Revolutionary Armed Forces.

In a separate statement, the US 
Treasury Department said it did not 
intend to target non-US persons 
through August 12 “for engaging 
in transactions ordinarily incident 
and necessary to the wind down of 
transactions involving GECOMEX 
(and) GEMAR,” two of the firms 
sanctioned on Monday.

It urged foreign entities to 
contact the US Treasury’s sanctions 
compliance department if they are 
“unable to wind down transactions... 
before August 12, 2026.” – AFP, MPD

A scavenger rummages through the ashes of a smouldering fire at a rubbish dump in 
a street in Havana yesterday.                  – AFP 

US sanctions Cuban militias, 
importers, Tourism Ministry
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Semi-final · Atlanta Stadium (Atlanta)

England

Andy Scott
ATLANTA – Lionel Messi has done 

just about everything possible in a glorious 
career, but the 39-year-old Argentinian 
great has never taken on England - he will 
finally get the chance in today’s World 
Cup semi-final.

Messi won his 200th cap for the 
Albiceleste in the group-stage victory 
against Algeria and dreams of leading his 
country to the final once again.

The diminutive playmaker is surely in 
the final days of a remarkable international 
career which began when he was a fresh-
faced 18-year-old in 2005.

Having broken into the Barcelona 
team late the previous year, Messi had 
just starred for Argentina as they won the 
Under-20 World Cup in the Netherlands.

He was handed his Argentina bow by 
Jose Pekerman in a friendly against Hungary 
in Budapest that August, replacing Lisandro 
Lopez in the 64th minute and joining Hernan 
Crespo up front.

Ninety seconds later he was sent off 
for what the referee saw as an elbow. It 
was quite the ignominious way for his 
Argentina career to begin.

“An 18-year-old kid who is making his 
debut for the national team and has so much 
hope - he can’t be punished like that. The 
referee needed to be more understanding,” 
said Crespo.

Messi might look back now and laugh 
at that incident, which led to him being 
suspended for a friendly against England 
in Geneva three months later.

The nations have not met since, and so 
Messi will play against the Three Lions 
for the very first time under the roof of the 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta.

“I have played against everyone except 
England and it is special because they are 
a major nation, a powerhouse, and it is 
always nice to play against a side like that, 
especially in a World Cup semi-final,” said 
Messi after Argentina beat Switzerland in 
Kansas City in the last eight.

Emulating Maradona
The man who emulated Diego 

Maradona by inspiring Argentina to World 
Cup glory in Qatar four years ago will now 
hope to leave a similar mark on England as 
his legendary predecessor.

Any meeting of these countries evokes 
memories of the 1986 quarter-final at the 
Estadio Azteca in Mexico City, when 
Maradona punched in to score the ‘Hand 
of God’ opener and then ran past half the 
England defence for his team’s second 
goal - perhaps the greatest World Cup goal 
of all time.

Messi has not scored one quite like 
that, but ahead of the semi-finals of the 
current tournament he had scored more 
World Cup goals than any other player.

With 21 goals from a tournament 
record 32 appearances, he led France 
skipper Kylian Mbappe by one after the 
quarter-finals.

The Inter Miami player had found the 
net in nine consecutive World Cup matches 
before the Switzerland game, when he let 
others - notably Julian Alvarez - take over 
the goalscoring duties.

Argentina are now one game away 
from reaching another World Cup final, as 

they aim to become the first team to retain 
the trophy since Brazil in 1962.

It would be a third final in four World 
Cups, and Messi could follow in the 
footsteps of Brazil great Cafu. The full-
back played in three in a row from 1994 to 
2002 - even Maradona only played in two.

“Getting to another semi-final is 
not a normal, mundane thing, so this is 
something we should really enjoy because 
we don’t know if it will happen again,” 
Messi said.

The England players will hope to enjoy 
it as well.

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” 
Nico O’Reilly, who is likely to come up 
against Messi if he starts at left-back, told 
BBC Radio 5 Live.

“He’s coming towards the end of his 
career. For me personally, he’s the best 
player to ever touch a football pitch. And 
yeah, I can’t wait for the challenge.”

– AFP

Messi meets England at last with World 
Cup !nal place on the line

Lisandro Martinez (second from left) and Lionel Messi (third from left) of Argentina attend a training 
session on the eve of the FIFA World Cup 2026 semi-final match yesterday in Atlanta, Georgia. – AFP

ATLANTA – Harry Kane said England will not 
be distracted by the emotional baggage surrounding 
their blockbuster World Cup semi-final against 
Argentina today.

The history of matches between the nations 
is peppered with incidents, set against a lingering 
sovereignty dispute over the Falkland Islands, 
known in Spanish as the Malvinas, in the South 
Atlantic Ocean.

The most storied encounter between the teams 
was a 2-1 victory for Argentina at the 1986 World 
Cup in Mexico featuring two goals from Diego 
Maradona - one the infamous “Hand of God” goal 
and the other a dazzling solo effort considered one 
of the best ever.

Twelve years later David Beckham was sent off 
at France ‘98 as Argentina won on penalties.

England captain Kane was asked in an interview 
with ITV whether managing the emotion around 
the match in Atlanta would be challenging.

“Yes and no,” he said. “I think it’s not something 
you want to focus too much on, surrounding the history.

“That’s all part of it and that’s what you guys (in 
the media) will talk about, the fans will be involved in.

“But from a player’s point of view it’s us against 
a great team, who are smart, who are tactical, who 
know how to buy fouls, know how to slow the 
game down - like many different teams you come 
up against throughout your whole career.

“So, it’s England versus Argentina, it’s two of 
the biggest nations going toe to toe. Two giants in 
the semi-final of a World Cup. The rest of it is just 
a small part for us.”

Kane v Messi
The Bayern Munich forward comes up against 

Golden Boot rival Lionel Messi, who is facing 
England for the first time in his long career.

The Argentinian maestro, 39, has eight goals so 
far, two more than Kane, but the England forward 
said his team would be focused on Argentina as a 
team rather than on their star player.

“We know how good a player he is, we know 
what he’s done in the game, how consistent he’s 
been for so long,” said Kane, who was top scorer at 
the 2018 World Cup.

“But the game is against Argentina, not against 
Lionel Messi. So yeah, we have a lot of preparation 
to do. We’re coming up against a great unit, a great 
team with fantastic players.”

Kane, 32, downplayed the disagreement 
between manager Thomas Tuchel and midfielder 
Jude Bellingham after the German criticised 
England’s performance in the quarter-final against 
Norway.

“We know what we have, we know the 
togetherness we have, we all push each other, we 
all drive each other,” said the skipper.

“It doesn’t mean we have to agree on every 
situation, all the time. I think that’s what makes the 
boss so unique and so great, because he wears his 
heart on his sleeve, he’s emotional, he says it how it is.

“Sometimes in the moment it might be hard to 
take, but when you actually digest it and explain 
it, we’re all professionals, we’re all here because 
we’ve been pushed to a level that we can take.

“We can take criticism. We can take it on the 
chin, it improves us, it makes us better.”        – AFP

England won’t 
be drawn into 

Argentina World 
Cup rivalry: Kane

Swiss World Cup squad return 
home to heroes’ welcome
Elodie Le Maou

ZURICH – Cheering fans gave 
Switzerland’s World Cup football squad 
a heroes’ welcome as they returned home 
yesterday after reaching the quarter-finals 
for the first time in 72 years.

Supporters gathered in the 
Turbinenplatz square in Zurich to greet 
the “Nati” following their exploits in the 
United States and Canada, full of pride at 
what a team from a small country, ranked 
19th in the world, had achieved on the 

biggest stage.
Switzerland is on a 

hot streak, having also 
reached the last two 
European Champion-
ships quarter-finals.

The players and 
manager Murat Yakin, 
wearing red T-shirts 

that said “History”, were welcomed onto 
a stage in in front of a backdrop reading 
“We are Switzerland”, in the country’s 
four official languages: German, French, 
Italian and Romansh.

“We would have loved to stay for 
another week,” Yakin told the crowd.

“But of course it’s also lovely to be able 
to return home to our own fans like this.”

– AFP
Norway receive heroes’ welcome 
in Oslo after World Cup exit

OSLO – Around 90,000 people 
welcomed back Norway’s players to Oslo 
on Monday after they returned home from 
making a historic run to the World Cup 
quarter-finals.

Erling Haaland’s side were knocked 
out of the tournament on Saturday after 
losing 2-1 to England in extra-time in the 
last eight in Miami, their best result in the 
competition.

The crowd packed the square in front 

of the royal palace in Norway’s capital city 
as the squad arrived around, and performed 
the now famous “Viking Row”,

Haakon, Crown Prince of Norway, the 
heir apparent to the country of 5.6 million’s 
throne, led the celebration with a drum - he 
was also present at the defeat in Miami.

“It’s simply incredible to see all the 
support we receive and to see how much 
the country is behind us,” captain Martin 
Odegaard told public broadcasters NRK.

“It’s really fantastic,” the Arsenal 
playmaker added.

Haaland landed in Norway earlier in 
the day and was pictured on his social 
media walking from the plane holding 
a stuffed racoon with a glass bottle of 
alcohol in its claws.

Broadcaster NRK said the Manchester 
City striker, who scored seven goals at the 
World Cup, was unable to attend as he had 
a plane to catch.                – AFP

Pictures on page 16

World Cup shorts
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Cricket

Julian Guyer
LONDON - England great 

Heather Knight bowed out of 
international cricket calling for 
more domestic red-ball games 
following her side’s 270-run 
thrashing by India in the inaugural 
women’s Test at Lord’s.

The hosts were outplayed 
in all departments in a match 
that started just five days after 
England’s defeat by Australia in 
the T20 World Cup final at the 
‘Home of Cricket’.

India had a several days 
more preparation, with Australia 
knocking them out in the group 
stage of the World Cup, but, unlike 
England, they play domestic red-
ball cricket as well.

And with a Test win worth four 
points in next year’s multi-format 
series at home to Australia, Knight 
believes this an issue officials 
must address following England’s 
16-0 humiliation ‘Down Under’ in 
the last women’s Ashes.

“I’d love to see some domestic 
red-ball cricket,” said Knight, the 
first woman to score a hundred in 
all three international formats.

“It doesn’t necessarily have to 
be a full part of the calendar, but I 
do think it would help us develop as 
better white-ball cricketers as well.”

‘Value your wicket’
The 35-year-old former 

England captain, who led her 
country to a 2017 50-over World 
Cup final victory over India at 
Lord’s added: “When I was a kid, 
it was hammered into me to value 
your wicket.

“A lot of our younger cricketers 
coming through are a lot better at 
T20 than they are 50-over, and 
they have to learn that side of it… 
being able to build an innings or 
shape a spell.”

England women’s coach Char-
lotte Edwards, Knight’s predeces-
sor as skipper, said she hoped to 
improve the team’s Test cricket 
with the kind of training that had 
led to an upturn in their T20 form.

“A lot has been going on in my 
head over the last few days, and 
the one thing that I keep coming 
back to is, what we did so well last 
winter was we had this preparation 
phase of T20 cricket and we saw 
the benefits of that this summer,” 
Edwards told Sky Sports.

“I’m now excited to see what 
we do in terms of our four-day 
approach to this winter’s training.”

India needed just 95 minutes’ 
play on Monday’s fourth day to 
wrap up victory.

The match was a personal 
triumph for India’s Kranti Gaud 
and Yastika Bhatia, the first 
women to take five wickets and 
score a century respectively in a 
women’s Test at Lord’s.

“I think we were disciplined in 
our approach towards our batting 
and disciplined in our bowling 
as well, sticking to the basics 
of cricket,” said India women’s 
coach Amol Muzumdar.

The Test took place 142 
years, and 150 matches, after 
Lord’s staged its first men’s Test 
and decades on from the first 
women’s game of any kind at the 
London ground - a 1976 one-day 
international between England 
and Australia.

“The amazing thing about 
this week is it’s been a historic 
occasion, this first Test match at 
Lord’s,” said Knight. “But now 
hopefully there’s not that many 
‘firsts’ left to do and it can be all 
about the cricket.”  – AFP

Knight wants England women to play 
more red-ball cricket after India loss

India’s Sneh Rana plays a shot on the 
first day of the first Women’s cricket Test 
match against England at Lord’s cricket 
ground in London, on Friday. - AFP

LONDON – World 
number three Matt 
Fitzpatrick believes the 

growing popularity of sports betting 
is behind the rise of increasingly 
bad spectator behaviour at leading 
golf tournaments.

Golf has long prided itself on the 
sportsmanship of its players and fans.

But 2022 US Open winner Fitz-
patrick has been heckled repeatedly 
at events in the United States, notably 
last year’s Ryder Cup and the Players 
Championship in March.

While partisan home support 
and the influence of alcohol have 
been cited as key causes for the 
abuse, Fitzpatrick said the issue of 
betting had to be considered as well, 
echoing recent comments by three-
time major winner Jordan Spieth.

“I’ve had my fair share (of 
abuse),” Fitzpatrick told reporters 
ahead of this week’s British Open at 
Royal Birkdale, near Liverpool.

“I would say every golfer that’s 

played a professional tournament 
has had a message of abuse from 
someone that is related to gambling.”

“For me, it’s definitely becoming a 
problem. It would be very easy to influ-
ence a bet, whether it’s you’re shouting 
on someone’s backswing, shouting on 
a putting stroke. It’s really easy.

“Obviously that is really hard to 
monitor, but it is definitely an issue,” 
the 31-year-old Englishman added.

Fitzpatrick accepts noisy crowds 
are now a part of modern golf but 
insisted there had to be limits on 
how spectators behaved themselves 
on the course.

“I want an atmosphere at a golf 
tournament,” he explained. “I’ve said 
a million times, I love football, I love 
the atmosphere of a football match.

“Ryder Cup, playing away 
from home, succeeding in those 
atmospheres - there’s not a much 
better feeling. I’m all for an 
atmosphere, but obviously I don’t 
want it to cross a line.”           – AFP

Barnaby Chesterman
LE LIORAN, France - Tadej 

Pogacar shrugged off the boo-boys 
and powered to victory on France’s 
national holiday with another 
dominant display on yesterday’s 
mountainous 10th stage to extend his 
overall lead at the Tour de France.

World champion Pogacar won 
his third stage at this year’s Tour 
– and for the third time on Bastille 
Day – to extend his lead over Jonas 
Vingegaard to more than three and a 
half minutes.

It is the largest gap Pogacar has 
ever had over his rivals at this stage 
of the race.

It was also the four-time 
champion’s 24th stage victory at the 
Tour, moving him to within one win 
of Frenchman Andre Leducq - who 
twice won the Tour in the 1930s - in 

fourth in that list.
And even some jeers from the 

side of the road did not detract from 
his enjoyment.

“Today was an incredible day. 
The team did a super good job,” 
said the 27-year-old Slovenian.

“We targeted this stage since a 
long time ago and it also happens 
that two years ago Jonas beat me in 
the sprint fair and square.”

That was two years ago, and 
the last time that Vingegaard beat 
Pogacar in a battle to win a stage.

“I didn’t know I’m gonna win 
until the last kilometre and then I 
remember it’s Bastille Day and I try 
to honour the yellow jersey,” added 
Pogacar.

“And thanks to all the fans that 
they came today to the road and it 
was an amazing atmosphere, even 

though (there was) some booing.
“All the guys that were booing, 

they give us more power.”

Vingegaard wilts
The reigning champion 

attacked 15.5km from the finish 
of the 166.6km stage in the Cantal 
mountains and quickly opened up a 
decisive lead.

Behind him, the battle was for 
the minor placings – both on the day 
and in the overall standings.

Olympic champion Remco 
Evenepoel dug in to finish second 
on the day, 32sec behind Pogacar, 
with French teenage hope Paul 
Seixas pipping Florian Lipowitz to 
third place two seconds later.

Vingegaard wilted on the uphill 
drag to the finish line and came 
home seventh at 44sec.

He is now 3min 36sec behind 
Pogacar with Evenepoel climbing 
to third overall another 30sec back.

Pogacar’s team-mate Isaac Del 
Toro was the biggest loser on the 
day, dropping from third to seventh 
overall after finishing the stage 
eighth at 1min 31sec.

It took about 50km for the 
day’s breakaway to form as Mads 
Pedersen’s Lidl-Trek team set 
a furious pace to set him up for 
the intermediate sprint, where 
he extended his lead in the green 
sprinters’ jersey competition.

A 31-man group did get away 
but soon it was Spaniard Javier 
Romo who went solo for around 
50km before Pogacar’s UAE 
Emirates-XRG team reeled him in 
with 38km left.

That was also the signal for 

former Giro d’Italia winner Richard 
Carapaz to launch his bid for victory 
on the 7.8km-long Puy Mary climb.

He stretched that out to around 
a minute and a quarter on the rapid 
descent to the key 4.4km-long and 
punishingly steep Col de Pertus but 
once Pogacar launched his blistering 
attack just over a kilometre from the 
summit of that climb, the final result 
was never in doubt.

He flew past Carapaz 250m from 
the summit and crested that with a 
lead of 20sec over a group including 
Vingegaard, Evenepoel, Seixas, 
Lipowitz and Spaniard Juan Ayuso.

By the foot of the descent, 
Pogacar had a lead of around 16sec 
on the chasers, but he was simply 
too strong for them to close that 
and even eked out more time to the 
finish.       – AFP

Fitzpatrick blames betting 
for golf fans’ bad behaviour

Spain’s amateur golfer Paula Martin Sampedro (left) and England’s Justin Rose 
(right) chat leaving the first tee during the Heroes Classic team exhibition ahead 
of the 154th Open Golf championship at Royal Birkdale Golf Club near Southport in 
north-west England yesterday.  Rose is confident time is still on his side as he bids 
to win a first British Open title, with this year’s edition taking place on the Royal 
Birkdale course where he made his name.
Back in 1998, as a 17-year-old amateur, Rose spectacularly holed a pitch shot on the last 
hole in the final round of the British Open at the northwest course to finish joint fourth.
He promptly turned professional only to experience 21 consecutive missed cuts.
But 28 years on, Rose returns for his third appearance at Birkdale with a US Open 
title, an Olympic gold medal and 25 other professional wins to his credit.
And he is adamant the clock remains in his favour as he bids to become the first 
Englishman since Nick Faldo in 1992 to win the British Open and lift the Claret Jug 
trophy.                  – AFP
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Raphaël Hermano
NEW YORK –  US rapper Jay-Z 

has exploded back onto the stage 
after years away from performing 
for three spectacular concerts 
in front of an adoring crowd of 
hometown New Yorkers, the last of 
which was blighted by delays.

Yankee Stadium in the Bronx 
was full to bursting as the three 
nights saw a galaxy of stars join 
the rapper on stage, including his 
wife Beyoncé, Rihanna, Eminem, 
Pharrell Williams, Alicia Keys, 
Usher, Nas, and Pusha T.

The third concert on Sunday 
was marred by hours-long delays.

According to the organisers, 
hundreds of ticketless fans tried to 
sneak in, forcing security to close 
the entrances, only reopening them 
gradually.

Ticket-holders spent hours 
trying to get in, with some claiming 
they were not admitted.

Jay-Z did not appear until after 
midnight, visibly annoyed and 
apologising for the wait.

But once the chaos subsided, 
the crowd belted out the 56-year-
old’s hits with gusto, finishing with 
mega-hit “Empire State of Mind.”

The 2009 single is the unofficial 
anthem of a city where each of 
his performances is hailed as a 
homecoming.

“Only a select few number 
of hip-hop artists could create 
sufficient demand to sell out a 
venue as large and iconic as Yankee 
Stadium. Even fewer could do so 
with music they released decades 
prior,” Timothy Welbeck, a scholar 
of African-American studies at 
Temple University, told AFP.

Jay-Z’s most recent album 
“4:44” dates back to 2017.

But for two of his three concerts, 
he chose to highlight albums released 
decades ago – 30 years ago for 
“Reasonable Doubt” and 25 years 
ago for the second, “The Blueprint.”

Both left indelible marks on 
hip-hop history.

While Jay-Z has more or less 
stepped away from the studio, 
he has found global success with 
interests in sports, spirits, media, 
and fashion, making him the 
first US dollar billionaire rapper 
according to Forbes.

His marriage to Beyoncé created 
a power couple to be reckoned with 
and further cemented his status as 
a cultural icon, with both among 
the entertainment world’s most 
influential figures.

Back in the Bronx, the artist 
returned to the roots of his craft – 

stripped down and sharp.
He ran through tracks, 

though not just hits, without once 
relinquishing the mic.

He bestrode the stage with delight, 
relishing the pared-back setup.

Thousands of voices echoed 
his, with much of the crowd 
knowing his lyrics by heart.

After thrice selling out Yankee 
Stadium for around 140,000 
people, Jay-Z will perform in 
September at the Stade de France, 
a not-yet sold-out date, and in 
London’s Tottenham Stadium, 
concluding in LA.

The tour could well lay the 
groundwork for new music.

“It is widely speculated that 
Jay-Z will release a new album at 
some point this year,” said Welbeck.

– AFP

Jay-Z pays tribute to NY hometown 
crowd, his 30-year legacy

US rapper, businessman and record executive Jay-Z, 56, gestures on the sidelines 
of the FIFA World Cup 2026 Round of 16 match between Brazil and Norway at New 
York New Jersey Stadium on July 5, 2026 in East Rutherford, New Jersey.       – AFP 

WELLINGTON – Actor Sam 
Neill battled pneumonia before 
his unexpected death aged 78, 
a former co-star said yesterday 
as some of Hollywood’s biggest 
names mourned the “Jurassic 
Park” leading man.

Neill died in Australia on 
Monday, his family said in a 
statement that described the loss 
as “sudden and unexpected”.

The New Zealander born in 
Northern Ireland had undergone 
treatment for lymphoma in recent 
years but was cancer free, his 
family added without elaborating 
on the cause of his death.

New Zealand actor Rima Te 
Wiata, who starred opposite Neill in 
the widely acclaimed local comedy 
“Hunt for the Wilderpeople”, said 
her friend was not scared of dying 
but he would be “annoyed”.

“It really sucks, actually,” she 
told the New Zealand Herald.

“I think he would be like: 
‘For goodness sake, I got over my 
cancer. And now look, now I get 
pneumonia. What next?’.”

Te Wiata did not offer any 
more detail and it was unclear how 

recently Neill may have been sick 
with pneumonia.

Neill revealed in a 2023 memoir 
he was “possibly dying” with stage-
three non-Hodgkin lymphoma.

But he declared himself 
cancer-free earlier this year, thanks 
to a genetic therapy that modified 
his immune system.

Director Steven Spielberg led 
Hollywood’s tributes to Neill, who 
endeared himself to fans with a 
modest style that belied his fame.

“I adored making all the 
‘Jurassic’ movies with him,” said 
the “Jurassic Park” filmmaker.

“Along with Laura Dern and 
Jeff Goldblum, we will always have 
our ‘Jurassic’ family and Sam will 
never be forgotten by us or his many 
millions of fans around the world.”

‘True and noble’
“Jurassic Park” co-star Laura 

Dern said Neill was a “true and 
noble gentleman”, while Jeff 
Goldblum said Neill’s “next great 
adventure begins”.

Nicole Kidman, who acted 
alongside Neill in Australian 
thriller “Dead Calm”, said “Sam 

was one of the greats”.
And Cillian Murphy, who 

worked with Neill on “Peaky 
Blinders”, said he “admired him 
and adored him in equal measure”.

“He was one of the kindest, 
funniest and gentlest people, and 
one of the finest actors... RIP.”

Neill was born in Omagh, 
Northern Ireland, in 1947 but 
moved to the rugged South Island 
of New Zealand as a child.

He was christened “Nigel John 
Dermot” but ditched the name in 
favour of “Sam” because he feared 
it was too “effete” for New Zealand.

Neill started acting in New Zea-
land films in the early 1970s before 
moving into larger roles in Australia.

His breakthrough came in 1993 
when he played Dr Alan Grant 
in blockbuster “Jurassic Park”, 
which for a period was the highest-
grossing film ever made.

At one point he was even 
touted to replace Roger Moore in 
the iconic “James Bond” franchise.

When he was not acting, Neill 
also ran vineyards in the picturesque 
Central Otago region of New 
Zealand’s South Island.             – AFP

Co-star says Sam Neill battled pneumonia before death

LOS ANGELES – California 
and 11 other US states on Monday 
sued to block Paramount Skydance’s 
US$110 billion takeover of Warner 
Bros. Discovery, calling the largest 
merger in Hollywood history a 
threat to competition in film and 
television.

The lawsuit, filed in federal 
court in northern California, marks a 
dramatic turn in the regulatory battle 
over the deal – and a direct challenge 
to the Trump administration’s 
Justice Department, which approved 
the merger last month.

The combined company – which 
came about after Netflix bowed 
out of the battle to own Warner – 
would control a sprawling roster 
of assets, including CNN, Warner 
Bros. Pictures and the HBO Max 
streaming service.

The saga has become politically 
charged, with President Donald 
Trump publicly saying he would 
weigh in on the deal as the fate 
of CNN – a frequent target of the 
president’s ire – hangs in the balance.

California Attorney General 
Rob Bonta, who is leading the 
coalition, said the combination of 
two of Hollywood’s five major film 
distributors would lead to “higher 
prices, lower quality, and less 
content” for audiences.

“In this country, no one is above 
the law,” Bonta said.

“California and our sister states 
are fighting for free and fair markets, 
not rigged markets. America has no 
kings in government or our economy.”

The states, all led by Democrats, 
allege the deal violates the Clayton 
Act, the federal law that bars 
mergers likely to substantially 
reduce competition.

Joining California in the suit are 
Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, Oregon and Washington.

Paramount fired back, calling 
the lawsuit “fundamentally flawed.”

“The practical effect of this 
lawsuit is to shield those dominant 
streaming platforms like Netflix and 
technology companies from much 
needed competition,” a Paramount 
spokesperson said.

The company argued the merger 
would create a stronger rival to 
Netflix, Amazon and Apple, and 
pledged to release at least 30 films 

a year for full theatrical runs with a 
minimum 45-day window.

The fate of theatrical releases 
for Hollywood movies has been a 
major source of contention for the 
industry.

Paramount noted that competition 
regulators in 24 jurisdictions have 
already cleared the transaction or al-
lowed their review periods to expire.

Ross Benes, a senior analyst 
at research firm Emarketer, said 
the lawsuit represented “an easy 
political win” for the attorneys 
general but was unlikely to succeed.

With federal agencies sidelined, 
the state attorneys general lack the 
jurisdictional muscle to block the 
deal, he added.

According to the complaint, the 
combined company would control 
roughly 27 percent of wide-release 
theatrical film distribution and a 
similar percentage of basic cable 
channel licensing.

The coalition has asked 
the companies not to close the 
transaction until the legal challenge 
is resolved, and warned it would 
seek a temporary restraining order 
if they refuse.

Paramount last month secured 
the green light of federal antitrust 
authorities, handing a major win to 
a media empire financed by one of 
Trump’s closest billionaire allies.

Trump ties
The approval was a coup for 

Paramount chief executive David 
Ellison, whose father, Oracle 
co-founder Larry Ellison, largely 
financed the takeover.

The elder Ellison, one of the 
world’s richest men, is a close ally 
of Trump and a major donor to his 
political campaigns.

Hundreds of actors and directors 
have signed a letter opposing the 
merger, warning it would choke 
production in an industry already 
battered by years of consolidation 
and cost-cutting.

The takeover battle began last 
year, when streaming giant Netflix 
and Paramount went to war over 
Warner Bros. and its prized back 
catalogue.

A wary Tinseltown reluctantly 
lined up behind Netflix as the 
lesser of two evils, only to watch 
Paramount keep raising its bid until 
the streamer walked away.      – AFP

12 US states sue to block 
Paramount’s Warner Bros. 

takeover
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WORLD CUP POST-SCRIPT

This combination of file photos created on Sunday, 
shows an England fan in Miami Saturday (top); and an 
Argentina fan in Kansas City on Sunday.
England and Argentina will meet in a 2026 World Cup 
semi-final at the Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta tomorrow.

– AFP

This combination of file photos created on Sunday, shows Argentina’s goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez in Kansas City on Saturday 
(left); and England’s goalkeeper Jordan Pickford in Foxborough on June 23.
England and Argentina will meet in a 2026 World Cup semi-final at the Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta tomorrow.  – AFP

This combination of file photos created on Sunday, 
shows England’s German head coach Thomas Tuchel 
in East Rutherford on June 27 (left); and Argentina’s 
head coach Lionel Scaloni in Atlanta last Tuesday.
England and Argentina will meet in a 2026 World Cup 
semi-final at the Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta today. 

– AFP

This combination of file photos created on Sunday, shows England’s forward Harry Kane in Miami on Saturday 
(left); and Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi in Miami Gardens on July 3.
England and Argentina will meet in a 2026 World Cup semi-final at the Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta tomorrow. – AFP

Supporters wave for Norway’s national football team at Slottsplassen in 
Oslo after their return to Norway from the USA on Monday.
Norway were knocked out in the quarter-final match against England. 

– AFP

Fans cheer and fireworks light up the sky as an open-top bus carrying 
Egypt’s players enters Cairo Stadium on Monday, following their 
participation in the FIFA World Cup 2026 football tournament.             – AFP


