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Iran declares Hormuz strait closed, 
US military insists tra!c "owing

Iran said the Strait of Hormuz was closed yesterday 
while the United States insisted it remained open, after the 
confrontation over the vital waterway again sparked US and 
Iranian strikes.      – Story on p. 10

Trump ally Lindsey Graham 
dies aged 71

Senator Lindsey Graham, an influential ally of 
President Donald Trump and advocate of hawkish 
US foreign policy, has died unexpectedly aged 71, 
his office said yesterday.              –  Story on p. 11

Spain’s ex-PM draws criticism with ‘xeno-
phobic’ remark on French World Cup team

Spain’s conservative ex-prime minister Mariano Rajoy faced criti-
cism at home and in France yesterday after saying the neighbouring 
country’s national football team had “no French players”.  

 – Story on p. 12 

Ida Cheong
In order to strengthen support for families 

with children and build a community 
childcare support network, the Social Welfare 
Bureau (IAS), in collaboration with four 
local associations, has jointly launched its 
“Childcare Centre Support Plan – Baby-
Friendly Service Stations”. 

The formal launch ceremony for the plan’s 
first  service station was held on Friday at the 
Patane Municipal Market Complex. 

In Chinese, these new facilities are 
referred to by the local government as “add 
oil stations” (ga yau zaam; 加油站), using 
the metaphor of a vehicle refueling station to 
describe how they provide emotional support 
to families with infants.

Utilising subsidised childcare centres as 
service bases, the first phase of the “Baby-
Friendly Service Station” plan has established 
service points across six subsidised childcare 
centres in Macau, including Fu Lun Day Care 
Centre, Fu Lun First Day Care Centre, Fu Lun 
Little Dolphin Day Care Centre , Crèche Alegria 
das Crianças da Federação das Associações 
dos Operários de Macau (工聯童樂托兒所), 
Fai Chi Kei Nursery and Crèche “O Lago” da 
União Geral das Associações dos Moradores de 
Macau (澳門街坊會聯合總會湖畔托兒所), 
according to a IAS statement on Friday.

IAS Vice President Hoi Va Pou noted 
in a speech that the participating subsidised 
childcare centres will provide services 
structured around four key pillars to 
comprehensively support every step of the 
parenting journey: 1) “Baby Room Display 

Unit” to showcase how to create a safe and 
comfortable nursery environment at home.2) 
“Parent Academy” to provide practical 
training and workshops on childcare skills for 
parents.3) “Family Activities” to host events to 
foster parent-child interaction and strengthen 
family bonds. 4) “Community Outreach” to 
spread proper parenting concepts to the public 
through childcare consultation booths, open 
days, and street stations.

IAS Social Solidarity Department Chief U 
Ka Wai  told reporters on the sidelines of the 
launch ceremony that the programme is free 
of charge and open to couples preparing for 

pregnancy, expectant mothers, and families 
with newborns, adding that the Social 
Welfare Bureau plans to add six more “add oil 
stations” next year, effectively doubling the 
total number to 12, with the aim of increasing 
childcare support hubs across the community, 
widen the reach of the services, and further 
meet the diverse childcare needs of parents 
throughout Macau.

The service stations are operated by four 
local organisations, covering the General 
Union of Neighbourhood Associations of 
Macau (UGAMM; aka Kai Fong), the Macau 
Federation of Trade Unions (FAOM; aka Gung 

Luen), the Women’s General Association of 
Macau (aka Fu Luen), and Caritas Macau, 
with the aim of bringing together highly 
experienced, professional childcare personnel 
to offer expert guidance and advice to parents, 
the IAS statement added.

According to official demographics, 2,870 
live births were recorded in Macau last year, 
with males accounting for 51.0 percent. In 
2020, Macau recorded 5,545 live births. 

Wary of Macau’s birth rate—one of the 
lowest in the world—the local government 
has launched a raft of measures to stimulate 
population growth. 

First 6 baby-friendly ‘service stations’ start

This handout photo provided by the Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) on Friday shows IAS Vice President Hoi Va Pou (centre) and other attendees posing for a group 
photo during the launch ceremony for the “Childcare Centre Support Plan – Baby-Friendly Service Station” at the Patane Municipal Market Complex (沙梨頭街市
市政綜合大樓) earlier that day. 

Staff members adjust a robot at Shandong Yobotics Intelligent Robot Co., Ltd. at the High-
tech Industrial Development Zone of Jinan, Shandong Province, on Saturday. Jinan High-tech 
Industrial Development Zone is one of China’s first national-level high-tech zones. In recent years, 
the zone has continuously improved its business environment and accelerated the construction 
of a modern industrial system. In addition to strengthening its three core sectors – next-
generation information technology, smart equipment, and biomedicine – it has also proactively 
planned for future industries, including AI, the low-altitude economy, and synthetic biology. – AFP 

BEIJING – An official from the 
Department of Asian Affairs of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs summoned the chief 
minister of the Japanese Embassy in China 
yesterday to lodge solemn representations 
and voice strong dissatisfaction and protest.

The move came after Japan’s Foreign 
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi played up the 
so-called “South China Sea Arbitration 
Award” 10 years after its issuance and 
Japan issued a relevant joint statement with 
other countries.

The Chinese side pointed out that 
Japan bears historical responsibilities on 
the South China Sea issue and has never 
reckoned with them, thus it is in no position 
to pass judgment.

Japan’s egregious words and deeds 
challenge the postwar international order 
and the international rule of law. By 
applying double standards and stirring 
up troubles, Japan undermines peace 
and stability in the South China Sea and 
runs counter to the shared interests and 
aspirations of regional countries. It has 
aroused the historical alarm and strong 
indignation of the international community, 
including China, over Japan’s aggressive 
and colonial atrocities since modern times.

China will resolutely and forcefully 
counter Japan’s provocation and firmly 
safeguard its territorial sovereignty and 
maritime rights and interests, said the Chi-
nese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  – Xinhua

China lodges representations against 
Japan’s words, deeds on S China Sea



Staff Reporter
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai 

on Friday called on the officials of 
the Macao Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) Government to 
fully integrate the spirit of President 
Xi Jinping’s important speech into 
all aspects of their work, while 
remaining confident, forging ahead, 
seizing opportunities, and fulfilling 
their responsibilities, according to a 
statement by the Macao Government 
Information Bureau (GCS). 

The “One Country, Two Systems” 
principle, “Macao people governing 
Macao”, and a high degree of 
autonomy must be implemented 
fully, accurately, and unswervingly, 
as Macao strives to open a new 
chapter of high-quality development 
for the “One Country, Two Systems” 
principle.

Sam made the remarks at 
a symposium at Government 
Headquarters, where he led principal 
officials and bureau-level officials 
in the study and implementation of 
President Xi’s important speech, 
delivered at a gathering marking the 
105th anniversary of the founding 
of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC), at the Great Hall of the 
People on July 1 in Beijing.

Friday’s symposium was held 
under the theme: “Studying and 
implementing the spirit of President 
Xi Jinping’s important speech, 
opening new perspectives for high-
quality development in the ‘One 
Country, Two Systems’ endeavour”.

Sam said that President Xi’s 
speech comprehensively reviewed 
the CPC’s 105-year glorious journey 
and great achievements in uniting 
and leading the Chinese people. It 
profoundly revealed six outstanding 
qualities and key factors behind the 
CPC’s enduring success, set out five 
clear requirements for remaining 
confident and forging ahead on 
the new journey, and called for the 
creation of new historic achievements.

The speech provided clear 
direction and guidance for fulfilling 
the Party’s missions in the new era 
and had significant value as a guide 
for advancing the high-quality 
development of the “One Country, 
Two Systems” principle, Sam 
underlined. 

Sam added that the section of 
the speech concerning the MSAR 
provided a profound assessment, 
set out a strategic direction, and 
offered clear guidance on enriching 
and improving the implementation 
of the “One Country, Two Systems” 
principle under the present 
circumstances.

Sam also said the speech had once 
again fully reflected President Xi’s 
great care, strong support for, and 
trust in the MSAR. It would greatly 
boost morale and confidence, and 
strengthen Macao’s determination 
to advance all aspects of its 
development. He added that, under 
the strong leadership of the Party and 
with the motherland’s firm support, 
the successful implementation of 

the “One Country, Two Systems” 
principle in Macao would continue 
through the joint efforts of the 
MSAR Government and all sectors 
of Macao society. 

Sam pledged that the MSAR 
Government will continue working 
with all sectors of Macao society 
to promote the widespread, in-
depth, and sustained study and 
implementation of the spirit of 
President Xi’s speech, through 
approaches that are diverse, 
reflect the grassroots, and are 
effective. Studying, promoting, and 
implementing the content of the 
speech should be treated as a key 
task – enhancing understanding, 
upholding Macao’s fundamental 
aspirations, and further strengthening 
national identity and patriotism 
among Macao residents. This 
would help consolidate across local 
society a consensus on reform and 
developmental synergy, Sam added.

In order to promote Macao’s 
long-term prosperity and stability, 
Sam shared insights into several key 
takeaways from the speech, which 
also serve as political and work 
directives for MSAR Government 
officials.

Four key takeaways
First, firmly uphold the 

leadership of the CPC and fully 
and accurately implement the “One 
Country, Two Systems” principle.

Second, better integrate into 
and serve the overall national 
development agenda, and actively 
contribute to the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation.

Third, adhere to a people-
centred development philosophy 
by embodying a people-centred 
approach to governance.

Fourth, strengthen the MSAR 
Government’s capabilities to 
respond effectively to risks and 
challenges.

Sam urged all Macao Govern-
ment entities to actively and ear-
nestly support the current adminis-
tration’s comprehensive reform and 
development agenda in major leg-
islation, public administration, and 
governance capacity. 

He emphasised the need to 

uphold and improve the executive-
led system, further safeguarding 
Macao’s political structure. This, 
Sam stressed, is characterised by 
executive leadership; legislative 
and executive branches fulfilling 
their duties in accordance with the 
law while supporting each other; 
and an independent judiciary. By 
combining law-based governance 
with a strong sense of accountability, 
the MSAR will work together 
to build efficient, effective, and 
service-orientated governance.

Meanwhile, the MSAR 
Government must unswervingly 
safeguard high-quality development 
with high-level security, Sam 
stressed. It should strengthen risk 
assessment, deploy preventive 
measures at an early stage, and 
respond appropriately to emerging 
or trend-based issues and potential 
risks in Macao society, ensuring that 
overall social harmony and stability 
are consistently maintained.

Sam, in particular, pointed out 
that President Xi has always valued, 
cared for, and supported young 
people. All MSAR Government 
entities, together with civil society at 
large, must create better conditions 
for the growth, development, and 
aspirations of Macao’s younger 
generation. The MSAR Government 
must encourage and support young 
people to become capable builders 
and successors of the “One Country, 
Two Systems” cause, sharing the 
historical responsibility for national 
rejuvenation and the great glory of 
national prosperity alongside all the 
people in the motherland, Sam said. 

According to the statement, the 
symposium was attended by over 70 
participants, including the MSAR 
Government’s principal officials 
well as the principal officials’ 
chiefs-of-office and all bureau-level 
leaders.

The MSAR Government 
structure consists of bureaus, which 
comprise departments and divisions, 
as well as other public entities. 

N.B. The English-language text 
provided by GCS has been edited 
by The Macau Post Daily, including 
minor addenda such as subheading 
and bold type.

MACAU
MONDAY July 13, 2026The Macau Post Daily2 Your trusted source for real news 

v  Macau  Weather
VERY HOT. 
CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY 
INTERVALS. 
A FEW SHOWERS. 
FORCE 2 TO 4 SOUTH TO 
SOUTHWESTERLY WINDS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
WILL RANGE BETWEEN 
70% AND 95%.

27ºC~32ºC
Source: SMG

Published since Aug 2004
Director & Chief Editor – Harald Brüning
Office Manager  –  Sally Chong
Marketing Manager – Kevin Cheung King Lok
Managing Editor  –  Maria Cheang Ut Meng 
Editors  –  Lesley Wells, Johnny Un
Senior Reporters  –  Tony Wong, Rui Pastorin
Reporters  –  Khalel Vallo, William Chan, 
Ida Cheong, Armindo Neves
Chief Graphic Designer – Simon Wang
Graphic Designer – Colin Zhong
Administrative Assistants  –  Ester Mak, Carl Leong
Printed by Tipografia Welfare Lda., 82-86 Rua 
dos Pescadores 
Chatbots: DeepSeek, Gemini, Poe
Wire services – AFP, Xinhua

Sam chairs symposium on 
studying President Xi’s important 

July 1 speech

Macao SAR Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai addresses Friday’s symposium on the 
important speech held by President Xi Jinping in Beijing on July 1.        – Photo: GCS

Staff Reporter
The Macao Special Adminis-

trative Region’s (MSAR) Legis-
lative Assembly held on Friday a 
symposium to study the important 
speech delivered by President Xi 
Jinping on July 1 at the Beaches& 
Islands ceremony marking the 
105th anniversary of the founding 
of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC), according to a statement 
by the Macao Government Infor-
mation Bureau (GCS).

The symposium was chaired 
by Legislative Assembly (AL) 
President André Cheong Weng 
Chon, and was attended by legis-
lators, as well as the heads, super-
visors, consultants and technical 
advisors from the Legislative 
Assembly’s support departments.

Cheong called upon all 
legislators to study President 
Xi’s important speech earnestly 
and to implement the spirit of his 
speech. Legislators in attendance 
gave their insights, expressing 
their commitment to converting 
the outcomes of their study into 
concrete actions that promote high-
quality development in Macao 
and improve the well-being of its 
citizens. They pledged to serve 
the overall interests of Macao’s 
development through high-quality 
legislation, to support the MSAR 
Government’s administration in 
accordance with the law through 
practical action, and to make 
greater contributions towards 
promoting Macao’s economic 
and social development, as well 
as supporting its better integration 

into and service to the nation’s 
overall development strategy. 

Cheong stated that, during 
the ceremony marking the 105th 
anniversary of the founding 
of the Communist Party of 
China on July 1, President Xi 
delivered an important speech 
that comprehensively reviewed 
and outlined the CPC’s journey of 
struggle and its excellent qualities. 
President Xi called upon all 
sectors to remain confident and to 
continue their efforts on this new 
journey, striving unremittingly 
for the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation.

Cheong urged all members of 
the Legislative Assembly to study 
President Xi’s important speech 
earnestly and to implement its spirit. 
He emphasised the need to resolutely 
safeguard national sovereignty, 
security, and development interests; 
to participate in politics and debate 
affairs from the perspective of the 
overall interests of the nation and the 
MSAR; and to strictly implement 
the principle of “patriots governing 
Macao.” He further called for 
the conscious upholding of the 
MSAR’s executive-led principle, 
the promotion of positive interaction 
between the executive and legislative 
branches, and the maintenance 
of close communication with 
the MSAR Government while 
fulfilling legislative and supervisory 
functions, to ensure that there 
is no shortfall in support for the 
Government, and no usurpation in 
the Government’s oversight.”

Continued on p.6

Legislature holds 
symposium to study Xi’s 

important speech at July 1 
ceremony marking 

MSAR Legislative Assembly President André Cheong Weng Chon addresses 
Friday’s symposium for lawmakers and the legislature’s support staff about the 
important speech held by President Xi Jinping in Beijing on July 1. 

– Photo provided by GCS
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Khalel Vallo
A new children’s picture book highlighting 

mangrove conservation and wetland ecology 

was launched yesterday at the 29th Macau 

Book Carnival, aiming to raise environmental 

awareness while strengthening understanding 

of the shared natural heritage between Macau 

and Hengqin.

Published by The Macanese Publishing 

LTD. and Macau Animation and Comics Play 

Association, “Paw Paw Dragon: The Secret 

Maze of the Mangroves” (爪瓜龍之紅樹林
裡的秘密宮) was unveiled during a book 

launch at the public Macao Polytechnic Uni-

versity’s (MPU) Sports Pavilion in Zape. 

Created by company’s publisher Cheong 

In Cheng and illustrated by Ip Sin Man, whose 

pen name is “Chlorophyll”, the Chinese-

language book aims to encourage ecological 

conservation and introduces readers to 

the importance of mangrove ecosystems, 

highlighting the ecological connection shared 

by Macau and the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth 

Cooperation Zone in Hengqin. 

Speaking at the launch, Cheong said the 

mangroves linking Hengqin and Macau are 

an important ecological asset for both places. 

Cheong said she hopes that the picture book 

will help readers, particularly children, 

better understand the value of the “sea 

forest” and the environmental challenges it 

faces, including plastic pollution and habitat 

degradation. Cheong added that her company 

plans to release a wetland observation guide 

and organise family-friendly educational 

visits to wetlands in Hengqin and Cotai, 

allowing participants to turn what they learn 

from the book into practical conservation 

action. 

She also introduced Paw Paw Dragon as 

her company’s original Macau intellectual 

property (IP), noting that the character will 

be featured in future educational materials, 

cultural products and outdoor learning 

activities to promote environmental education 

and strengthen awareness of the shared natural 

resources between Macau and Hengqin. 

Meanwhile, Ip said that the Paw Paw 

Dragon IP will join cultural and creative 

exhibitions in Dongguan, Guangzhou, 

Shantou and Shanghai later this year to 

share Macau’s cultural stories with a wider 

audience. 

The story follows a young girl who 

teams up with Paw Paw Dragon to rescue 

a mudskipper trapped by plastic waste 

in Hengqin’s Mangzhou Wetland Park, 

introducing children to wetland wildlife while 

promoting ecological knowledge, empathy 

and environmental responsibility. 

New children’s picture book promotes Macau-Hengqin 
mangrove conservation

This photo taken at the public Macao Polytechnic University’s (MPU) Sports Pavilion in Zape yesterday 
shows the newly launched Chinese-language picture book “Paw Paw Dragon: The Secret Maze of the 
Mangroves”, at the 10-day 29th Macau Book Carnival in Zape.           – Photo: Khalel Vallo

Khalel Vallo
Book lovers are turning out en masse 

for the 29th Macau Book Carnival, which 

opened on Friday at the public Macao 

Polytechnic University’s (MPU) Sports 

Pavilion in Zape, offering thousands of 

Chinese, English and Portuguese titles, big 

discounts and nearly 40 activities.

Hosted by the Macau Association of 

Literacy Promotion and co-organised 

by the university, this year’s carnival is 

themed “AI for Logic, Books for Life”. 

The 10-day event features books spanning 

history, literature, children’s titles, comics 

and educational publications, with many 

discounted by 50 percent and promotional 

offers of two to four books for 100 patacas. 

The carnival also includes vocabulary 

puzzle books for readers to solve.

For 23-year-old Jean, the event was 

an opportunity to finally complete his 
collection. “This is actually my second 

time attending a book carnival here, and 

honestly, this venue features way more 

options than the one over at Tap Seac 

Sports Pavillion a few months ago. I finally 
got to purchase the last three Harry Potter 

books today [yesterday]”.

Meanwhile, Chloe, 19, said that the 

discounted prices were the biggest attraction. 

“I mostly came here to check out the comics 

and light novels, but I ended up getting 

completely sidetracked by the discounts. I 

grabbed a bunch of Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

books for my younger brother and a couple 

of Minecraft guides for myself”, she said.

Sio, 34, visited with her daughter, who 

is a fan of How to Train Your Dragon. 

“It’s great to see such a massive variety 

of children’s literature and multi-language 

books in one place. We actually managed to 

find some beautiful historical picture books 
on sale at 50 percent off”, Sio said.

Marco, 27, spent his time exploring 

the history section before purchasing a 

hardcover edition on Merchants of Canton 
and Macau by the Cultural Affairs Bureau 

(IC). “The selection is surprisingly deep. The 

atmosphere is really lively today, definitely 
worth the trip down to MPU”, Marco said.

The Macau Book Carnival runs through 

this coming Sunday, open from 10:30 a.m. 

to 9:00 p.m. on weekdays and 10:00 a.m. 

to 9:00 p.m. at weekends. Carnivalgoers 

can browse books in Chinese, English and 

Portuguese while enjoying talks, cultural 

activities and special promotional offers 

throughout the event. 

Readers !ock to Macau Book 
Carnival for bargains & diverse 

book selection: vox pop

Readers browse books showcased during the 29th edition of the Macau Book Carnival at the public 
Macao Polytechnic University’s (MPU) Sports Pavilion in Zape yesterday afternoon. 

– Photo: Khalel Vallo

Rui Pastorin
Macau’s largest sale event, Sands Shopping 

Carnival, will again be held at The Venetian 

Macao’s Cotai Expo, with integrated resort 

operator Sands China noting in a statement on 

Thursday that it will be at an expanded scale.

Held from July 23 to 26, with the first day 
of the free-admission event being an invitation-

only session, over 580 booths showcasing both 

international and local brands will be featured 

across eight themed zones. These are: Sands 

retailers, household products, gourmet and wine, 

food court, Macau cultural and creative, play and 

fun, sports experience, and a Macau specialties 

and souvenirs zone, the statement highlighted. 

The Cultural and Creative Zone will also 

feature brands from Macau, Hong Kong, and 

Guangdong selling their products.

The statement added that the event will 

also see over 5,000 “special MOP 1” items 

daily, along with “huge discounts of up to 90 

percent off”.

Moreover, a new zone this year is 

the “Sports Experience Zone”, with its a 

pickleball experience being a particular 

highlight. The zone will also feature a free 

basketball shooting challenge, while another 

section, the “Play and Fun” Kids Area, will 

showcase sports game booths for families, 

according to the statement.

The carnival’s food court has also been 

“expanded to its largest scale yet”, with more 

than 50 internet-famous and popular Macau 

eateries, the statement said. 

In terms of other activities, the carnival 

highlight “ICBC ePay Presents: Greater Bay 

Area Karaoke King Singing Competition” 

will be held from July 25 to 26, with the 

statement highlighting its overwhelming 

response. Gathering singers from Macau, 

Hong Kong and cities in Guangdong, the 

statement said that a grand prize of 10,000 

patacas is up for grabs. 

Other activities, the statement added, 

are BOC Smart Kids Presents: Little Master 

Chef Workshop, Bank of Communications 

Presents: “Play and Fun” Kids Area, and The 

Busking Corner, with one able to register 

on-site for free.

The statement said that the Sands 

Shopping Carnival has drawn over 640,000 

visits across six editions, noting its popularity 

among residents from Macau, Hong Kong and 

elsewhere in the Greater Bay Area (GBA).

The carnival will be open from 12 noon 

through 10:00 p.m. throughout its run. Free 

shuttle bus services will also be provided. For 

more details, visit: https://en.sandsresortsmacao.

com/sands-lifestyle/events/sands-shopping-

carnival-2026.html. 

4-day 2026 Sands Shopping Carnival 
to be held on July 23-26

This undated handout photo provided by Sands China on Thursday shows a previous edition of the Sands 
Shopping Carnival at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai Expo. 



Armindo Neves

!ou Kong Middle School (Primary 
Section) hosted its on-campus “Our 
Classic Summer” event on Rua de 

Afonso de Albuquerque on Thursday.
Chan Pou Sin, the school principal, 

told the Post that the annual event reflects 
the school’s consistent commitment to its 
founding principle of loving the country and 
loving Macau. 

“Hou Kong” is one of Macau’s ancient 
names. 

By enabling students to learn about the 
cultures of China’s various ethnic groups and 
to gain a deeper understanding of the Chinese 
nation, Chan said, the event aims to foster 
emotional resonance among them.

Chan noted that the event also incorporates 
elements of science and technology, 
including robotics showcases and displays 
of innovative inventions, showcasing the 
globally minded outlook of Macau’s new 
generation. Combining patriotic education 
with a focus on moral guidance and ability 
development, the event aims to cultivate 
students’ comprehensive skills, according to 
the principal.

Rebecca Choi Keng Man, the director of 
the school, said the event serves as a showcase 
of each year’s educational and teaching 
achievements. Each subject integrates the 
core of ethnic culture into Hou Kong’s 
school-based curricula, presenting it through 
various forms such as recitations, English 
presentations, technology demonstrations, 
and artistic performances, among others, 
Choi said. 

The school upholds the philosophy of 
“not leaving a single one behind”, ensuring 
that every student has the opportunity 
to participate in the annual event. This 
whole-school approach helps cultivate self-
confidence, a sense of patriotism, and a strong 
sense of the Chinese national community 
from an early age, Choi said.

Before the event started, a robot arrived at 
the school to share the stage for a performance 
with Hou Kong’s robot dogs. Technology 
illuminated the classics, which made their 
performance both a smooth and spectacular 
success. That robot was generously provided 
on loan by ES Intelligence Technology 
Limited, according to the school. 

English vice panel head Carol Xu Tianru 
explained that her whole-school cross-
curricular project, themed “Taste of China: 
One Bite, One Nation”, used cuisine as an 
entry point. It allowed students to research 
traditional dishes from various regions and 
present their findings in English. She gave an 
example of where students likened Xinjiang 
naan bread to a “Chinese pizza”, finding 
common ground between Chinese and 
foreign cultures, thereby fostering a global 
perspective.

Meanwhile, General Studies panel 
head Evan Tam Ka Seng said he integrated 
technology into the ethnic theme. 
Performances were used to demonstrate how 
ethnic minority groups utilise technology 
to improve their lives – for instance, by 

showcasing fully automated terminals.  
Visual Arts panel head Lei In Peng said 

that she collaborated with the Chinese 
calligraphy teachers to design outfits made 
from calligraphy paper, which students 
helped manufacture and wear on the catwalk. 
Lei said she firmly believes that calligraphy 
needs not be confined to be displayed on 
walls but can be presented through clothing. 
Students were amazed to see their own work 
become wearable art, realising that art has no 
boundaries. She emphasised that aesthetic 
education cultivates an appreciation for 
beauty from a young age.

Cheang Si Wan’s mother and Leong Ka 
In’s mother told the Post that since their 
children took part in the ethnic-themed 
gala performance, the latter had become 
more confident and outgoing. The children 
were more willing to talk about their school 
experiences at home, which has strengthened 
parent-child relationships, both mothers 
said. They also said that the school provides 
a diverse platform that allows children to 
encounter different ethnic cultures, fostering 
inclusivity and an appreciation for differences, 
while building a collective identity within 
the Chinese nation. They also emphasised 
the importance of home-school cooperation, 
noting that while the school nurtures talents 
and skills, the family provides guidance on 
emotions and values.

Grade Six student Carson Lei Ka Seng said 
he took part in the technology performance, 
where he was responsible for programming 
but also had to overcome the challenge of 
a dance during the opening. Through the 
experience, he came to appreciate that ethnic 
minorities use technology to improve their 
lives. He added that while different ethnic 
groups have different customs, they share the 
same roots and should embrace and protect 
one another.

Wu Chio Chi, Mio Cheng Iao and Hoi 
Cheng I who took part in the ethnic costume 
fashion show wore outfits made from 
Chinese calligraphy paper and cardboard, 
designed under the guidance of their art 
teacher. They said they felt proud and happy 
wearing the costumes, despite feeling slightly 
nervous. The trio also said they believe that 
calligraphy-paper outfits are an effective way 
to promote Chinese culture, adding that they 
are willing to participate in similar activities 
in the future.
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This group photo was taken during the annual event “Our Classic Summer” hosted by Hou Kong 

Middle School (Primary Section) on its campus on Rua de Afonso de Albuquerque on Thursday. 

– All photos courtesy of Hou Kong Middle School
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  The Young Post
The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published 
every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may 
interest not only the younger but also all the other generations. 
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Armindo Neves and Maria Cheng 
Ut Meng

The Judiciary Police (PJ) 
have arrested a retired PJ officer 
for helping a sauna evade law 
enforcement, PJ spokeswoman 
Leong Sok Man said during a 
special press conference on Friday.

According to a report by 
the Post early last month, the 
Judiciary Police arrested 26 
leaders and key members of three 
prostitution syndicates on June 4 
at multiple locations across the 
Macau Peninsula and Taipa. These 
syndicates operated under the 
cover of saunas, recruiting women 
from East Asia, Southeast Asia, 
and Eastern Europe to engage 
in prostitution. The operation 
dismantled three prostitution 
syndicates, whose combined 
illegal profits amounted to around 
790 million patacas. Among the 
suspects were two retired Judiciary 
Police officers and three officers 
from the Public Security Police 
(PSP) – a deputy commissioner, an 
acting division chief, and a police 
officer.

Leong identified the latest 
suspect as a 63-year-old male 
surnamed Lam.

According to Leong, during 
the follow-up investigation into 
the ramifications of the case, PJ 

officers discovered that Lam was 
also linked to the illegal operations. 
He was intercepted in the northern 
district on Thursday, after returning 
to Macau, Leong said.

The investigation revealed that 
Lam joined one of the prostitution 
syndicates in 2024, receiving a 
fixed monthly payment of 100,000 
patacas.

In return, Leong said that Lam 
provided one of the syndicates 
with information on police 

operations, as well as advice on 
how to evade law enforcement and 
investigations, thereby helping 
the criminal syndicate continue 
its illegal operations. Lam is 
estimated to have accumulated at 
least 2.6 million patacas in illicit 
proceeds.

Lam was transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
on Friday, facing charges of 
organised crime, procurement, and 
favouritism. 

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded suspect – a retired PJ officer – to 
a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape on Friday.     
     – Photo: Maria Cheang Ut Meng

Armindo Neves
The Macau Medium and Small 

Enterprises Solidarity Alliance 
announced at a press conference on 
Friday that nominations for the 2026 
Macau SMEs Top 10 Honourable 
Awards will open next month.

The press conference was held 
at Hotel Beverly Plaza in Zape.

The group’s chairman, Sunny 
Ip Sio Man, said in a speech that 
feedback from participants in 
previous editions indicated that the 
selection process has been highly 
effective. He expressed hope that 
the awards will help identify capable 
and distinctive small- and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), setting 
a positive example for the wider 
industry. The initiative aims to help 
consumers and clients gain a deeper 
understanding of local businesses, 
effectively enhancing public trust 
and business confidence, Ip said.

According to a statement released 
during the press conference, the event 
features 10 award categories. Winning 
companies will receive a cash prize 
and the right to use the event logo 
throughout the year. The statement 
added that award-winning companies 
and their nominators will receive 
prize money of 10,000 patacas and 
1,000 patacas respectively.

For event details, please 
visit: https://docs.qq.com/doc/
DQm5DSmVPQ3BsY0tE

Speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of the press conference, Ip 
said that nominated enterprises must 
meet the official definition of a Macau 
SME. This requires that more than 51 
percent of their capital is invested by 
Macau residents and that they employ 
no more than 100 members of staff.

Ip also noted that the past two 
editions of the event received a 
highly positive response, adding 
that the award-winning companies 
have gained valuable recognition 
from the industry and increased trust 
from consumers, with the benefits 
being particularly noticeable in 
sectors such as catering and retail. 

Macau Medium and Small Enterprises 
Solidarity Alliance Chairman Sunny 
Ip Sio Man meets the media on the 
sidelines of Friday’s press conference at 
Hotel Beverly Plaza in Zape on Friday.  
           – Photo: Armindo Neves

Police arrest another retired PJ o!cer for 
helping sauna evade law enforcement

Awards for SMEs aim to boost 
public con"dence

Tony Wong
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai 

convened and chaired a meeting on 
Friday urging all respective public 
entities to enhance their efforts to 
identify and address safety risks and 
hazards in various aspects of Macau’s 
civil society, in compliance with the 
local government’s commitment to 
resolutely preventing any major and 
serious accidents from occurring in 
the city, according to a statement by 
the Macau Government Information 
Bureau (GCS).

The GCS statement on Friday 
said that with the aim of putting 
into practice President Xi Jinping’s 
various important instructions 
concerning flood prevention, disaster 
relief, the resolute prevention of 
major and serious accidents, and the 
effective safeguarding of people’s 
lives and property, Sam convened 
a meeting on Friday on ensuring 
Macau’s “summer safety”, where 
he instructed all respective public 
entities to strengthen coordination 
and planning for the local 
government’s safety campaigns so 
as to enhance Macau’s safety in all 
aspects, thereby ensuring Macau’s 
harmony and stability and the safety 
of residents’ lives and property.

In addition to top and senior 
officials including the government’s 
five policy secretaries and the 
directors of the relevant bureau-level 
public entities, Legislative Assembly 
(AL) President André Cheong Weng 
Chon and Court of Final Appeal 
(TUI) President Song Man Lei also 
attended the meeting, which was 

held at Government Headquarters.
Building upon the framework 

established during a meeting, which 
he convened late last year, on 
ensuring Macau’s “winter safety”, 
and in accordance with a task 
allocation plan drawn up by the 
local government to ensure Macau’s 
safety across various sectors, Sam 
urged all respective public entities 
to ensure that the division of labour 
is appropriate and that the respective 
responsibilities are correctly 
assigned to specific individuals, to 
prioritise prevention, and to ensure 
an efficient response.

According to the statement, 
Sam underlined that all respective 
public entities must assume 
their responsibilities and act 
with determination, thoroughly 
identifying and addressing all types 
of potential risks and hazards. The 

public entities must execute their 
safety-campaign tasks rigorously and 
meticulously, strengthen monitoring 
and warning systems, enhance 
emergency relief preparedness, 
effectively respond to extreme 
natural disasters, resolutely prevent 
major accidents, and safeguard the 
lives and property of all Macau 
residents through concrete actions.

6 safety aspects 
During the meeting, Sam urged 

all respective public entities to 
strengthen their work in six aspects 
to ensure Macau’s safety.

First, to address prominent safety 
issues and intensify rectification 
measures. The respective public 
entities must strictly fulfil 
management responsibilities, 
with an emphasis on identifying 
fire hazards, ensuring safety at 

construction sites, and preventing 
and preparing for extreme disasters 
such as severe winds, rain, and tides, 
comprehensively screening for all 
types of risks and clearly defining 
responsibilities, measures, and 
deadlines for rectification, Sam said.

Second, to concentrate efforts on 
strengthening safety work in high-
risk venues, the city’s old quarters, 
and during major holiday periods, 
while pragmatically accelerating 
the city’s urban renewal process.

Third, to meticulously execute 
flood, wind, and storm surge 
prevention. Meteorological forecasting 
and extreme weather alerts must 
be enhanced, Sam said, adding that 
the public entities must ensure the 
concrete and thorough implementation 
of various prevention measures against 
floods, winds, and storm surges.

Fourth, to boost the capabilities 

of Macau’s professional rescue 
teams, optimise the city’s civil 
protection and fire safety systems, 
draw up contingency plans, accelerate 
the rectification of deficiencies, 
and improve emergency response 
efficiency as well as organisational 
and command capabilities.

Fifth, to intensify public 
education on safety awareness. 
The respective public entities must 
effectively strengthen public outreach 
and education regarding fire safety, 
disaster prevention, mitigation, and 
rescue operations, Sam said.

Sixth, to strengthen collaboration 
with major community associations 
to identify all types of safety risks, 
mobilising the strength of these 
associations to help screen for 
different types of hazards within 
residential properties, Sam said.

Sam’s absence from 
Macau for 8 days

Meanwhile, Sam is not in Macau 
for eight days between Saturday last 
week and this coming Saturday, 
according to an executive order 
published in the Official Gazette 
(BO) on Saturday.

According to the order, which 
was signed by Sam on Friday last 
week, Secretary for Administration 
and Justice Wong Sio Chak is 
assuming the duties of acting chief 
executive during Sam’s ongoing 
eight-day absence from Macau.

The order did not mention the 
reason for Sam’s absence from Macau. 
Neither did the local government issue 
a statement on the matter. 

Sam vows to step up ‘summer safety’ e#orts

Officials listen to Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (centre, back) addressing Friday’s meeting about Macau’s “summer safety”, at 
Government Headquarters.               – Photo: GCS
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Legislature holds 
symposium to study Xi’s 

important speech at July 1 
ceremony marking 

Continued from p.2
He also encouraged the 

lawmakers to connect widely with 
all sectors of civil society, to take the 
initiative in collecting and reflecting 
the opinions of residents and industry 
on government administration, and 
to fully leverage the legislature’s 
role as a bridge between the 
government and the public. 
He highlighted that legislative 
and supervisory work should 
focus on safeguarding national 
security, optimising the business 
environment, promoting appropriate 
economic diversification, advancing 
public administration reform, and 
strengthening the alignment of 
regulations between Macao and 
Hengqin, thereby making greater 
contributions to Macao ’s economic 
and social development and its 
integration into the nation’s overall 
development. 

The legislators in attendance 
shared their reflections, expressing 
their firm support for the leadership 
of the Communist Party of China 
and their unwavering commitment 
to implementing “One Country, Two 
Systems” principle. They pledged to 
support the MSAR Government’s 
administration in accordance with 
the law, to prioritise the safeguarding 
of national sovereignty and 
security, to implement the “patriots 
governing Macao “ principle, 
and to continuously strengthen 
the foundations of the rule of 

law in the MSAR. They affirmed 
their commitment to keeping in 
mind President Xi’s important 
instruction to “remain confident and 
continue the struggle,” effectively 
transforming their insights into 
tangible results in their duties. They 
committed to serving the overall 
interests of Macao’s development 
through high-quality legislation 
and to supporting, through practical 
action, the MSAR’s alignment with 
the nation’s “15th Five-Year Plan,” 
thereby assisting Macao in better 
integrating into and serving the 
nation’s overall development.

The legislators also pledged to 
thoroughly follow President Xi’s 
important discourse on “relying 
closely on the people to create 
historical achievements” by keeping 
close contact with local communities 
to hear public opinion and 
focusing on matters of livelihood, 
improve residents’ well-being, and 
continuously enhance their sense of 
gain, happiness, and security.

Macao’s legislature comprises 
33 members, of whom 14 are 
directly elected by universal 
suffrage, 12 are indirectly 
elected by association and other 
representatives, and 7 are appointed 
by the MSAR chief executive. The 
direct and indirect elections are 
held every four years. 

N.B. Translation from Chinese 
arranged and edited by The 
Macau Post Daily 

Rui Pastorin 
At the beginning of this month, 

the mobile library again set out to 
take books to various districts in 
Macau, with more spots to visit on 
its list until September. 

Under the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau’s (IC) “Where culture 
flourishes, happiness happens”– 
“Mobile Library” Outreach Service, 
the unmistakable green van – 
fittingly adorned with a librarian 
pushing a cart full of books – takes 
boxes of publications, seating and 
even shade to one of its 24 parking 
locations across Macau Peninsula, 
Taipa and Coloane each weekend 
throughout its run. Together, these 
elements create an outdoor reading 
experience for members of the 
public at every stop, inviting them 
to experience the joy of books. 

The latest run of the initiative 
includes four new parking locations: 
Largo dos Bombeiros and Camões 
Square in Taipa, as well as the 
Leisure Area in Baía Norte do Fai Chi 
Kei, and the square opposite Hong 
Kung Temple (康公廟). Speaking 
with the Post during its stop at the 
latter location yesterday, a Macao 
Public Library representative, who 
wished to remain anonymous, noted 
that the initiative started last year 
and mainly sees visits from parents 
and their children, along with other 
youngsters and adults.

The representative noted that 
among the activities offered, the 
“Story World” sessions, which sees 
an invited representative reading 
stories to children in Chinese, has 
particularly proven popular among 
youngsters and their parents. 

Beyond that are library card 
registration and the on-site 
browsing and reading of books. 
The representative said that the 
selection showcased at each stop are 
predominantly in Chinese, though 
one can still find books in English 
among them. And while one may 
not be able to borrow the books 
one finds interesting at the mobile 

library, each publication comes with 
a QR code that can be scanned to 
reserve a copy from one of Macau’s 
public libraries, she added. 

In closing, the representative 
pointed out that the library has been 
undertaking “non-stop” work in 
promoting and introducing books 
and activities to children and other 
members of the public, with another 
popular activity being the book 
swap activity “Book for Book”. She 
also noted that while many prefer 
to read online or through electronic 
means, the library also wants to 
promote its harmony with physical 
books, highlighting their continued 
importance today.

The Macau Public Library’s 

mobile library outreach service 
sees a total of eight free sessions 
per month during its run, with no 
registration required. 

The mobile library can be found 
parked at its designated district for 
around three hours mainly from 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Its next two 
stops for the coming weekend are 
at the Leisure Area in Baía Norte 
do Fai Chi Kei, particularly near 
Cheng Tou Building (筷子基北灣
休憩區 - 近青濤大廈), and Iao 
Hon Market Park (祐漢公園). 

Those hoping to catch the 
mobile library at other stops can 
visit https://www.library.gov.
mo/en/promotion-events/events/
detail/2026mobilelibrary_b  

The mobile library was parked in the square opposite Hong Kung Temple (康公廟) to 
offer outreach services to those in the area.    – Photos: Rui Pastorin

Bringing the joy of reading 
to Macau’s districts through 

the mobile library

Tony Wong
A brand-new interactive space 

featuring Macau’s tourism mascot, 
Mak Mak, was inaugurated on Friday.

The facility, known as the Mak 
Mak Experience Hub, is located 
on the ground floor of the Ritz 
Building in Largo do Senado, the 
city’s main square.

However, the hub is not a 
permanent fixture. Following its 
inauguration on Friday afternoon, 
it will remain open daily until 
January 3 next year.

Mak Mak, introduced in 2018, is 
Macau’s official tourism mascot and 
is managed by the Macau Govern-

ment Tourism Office (MGTO).
The hub is open from 12:00 p.m. 

to 6:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and from 11:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and MGTO-specified dates.

Themed “Mak Moments,” the 
hub consists of four specialised 
zones and various interactive 
experiences, alongside a selection 
of cultural and creative Mak-
themed products for sale.

The four themed zones 
comprise Mak Mak’s Office, the 
Mak Friends Livestreaming Room, 
Mak Mak’s Daily Travel, and the 
Mak Mak Gourmet Station. 

Tony Wong
A 73-year-old male 

motorcyclist died in hospital on 
Saturday morning after crashing 
into the rear of a lorry in Taipa, the 
Public Security Police (PSP) said 
in a statement.

According to the Public 
Security Police, they received a 
report at 10:29 a.m. on Saturday 
about the crash, which occurred on 
Avenida dos Jogos da Ásia Oriental 
(東亞運大馬路), near the Light 
Rapid Transit (LRT) Ocean Station.

Upon arrival at the scene, 
paramedics found the rider 
unconscious and breathing weakly. 
He was rushed to the public Conde 
de São Januário Hospital Centre for 

emergency treatment.
The PSP statement said that 

the rider, a local resident, was 
pronounced dead at 11:41 a.m. 
after life-saving efforts failed.

The lorry driver, a middle-aged 
local man, passed a breathalyser 
test.

The statement added that after 
gathering evidence and reviewing 
the citywide CCTV camera system, 
the police preliminarily concluded 
that the fatal accident was caused 
by “the motorcyclist’s failure to 
properly control his vehicle’s 
speed”.

The police are urging witnesses 
to the accident to contact their 
Traffic Department on 2837 4214. 

Mak Mak Experience 
Hub opens 

A woman takes photos of her daughter at Mak Mak’s Office in the Mak Mak 
Experience Hub on the ground floor of the Ritz Building in Largo do Senado on 
Saturday.       – Photo: Tony Wong

Motorcyclist, 73, dies after crashing 
into rear of lorry

The photo provided by a reader to Macao 
Daily News, Macau’s top selling Chinese-
language newspaper, shows passengers 
of the lorry providing assistance to 
the motorcyclist at the crash scene on 
Avenida dos Jogos da Ásia Oriental in 
Taipa. – Photo courtesy of Macao Daily 
News
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Ida Cheong 
The Municipal Affairs Bureau 

(IAM) announced in a statement on 
Friday that it has found excessive 
levels of sulphur dioxide (SO2) in 
a bulk noodle sample from a local 
food-processing facility during a 
routine food safety inspection.

The statement identified the 
problematic product as “Hak 
San Fried Noodles”(黑散炒麵), 
produced by “Fábrica de Massas 
Alimentícias Kuok Kei” at Fábrica 
Veng Kin Building on Praceta de 
Venceslau de Morais (慕拉士前地). 

The statement pointed out that 
the sample was found to contain 
30.3 milligrams of SO2 per 
kilogram, exceeding the limit set 
under local food regulations. Based 
on the detected levels, normal 
consumption of the problematic 
product is unlikely to pose a health 
risk to the public.

SO2, is permitted in foods such 
as flour and noodles, and it is water-
soluble, and a portion can be removed 
through washing and cooking. 
However, the substance may trigger 
adverse reactions, including asthma, 

headaches, nausea, or vomiting in 
individuals with asthma or allergies, 
according to the statement.

The statement noted that the 
bureau promptly intervened, 
ordering retailers to remove the 
problematic products from shelves 
and cease supplying and selling 
them. Besides, the manufacturer 
must rectify its production 
processes until they meet safety and 
hygiene standards and pass follow-
up inspections. The bureau will 
continue to monitor and investigate 
the case, according to the statement. 

The bureau reminded consumers 
to maintain a balanced diet to avoid 
excessive intake of any single 
substance due to dietary imbalances, 
the statement added.

South Korean “Yopokki” 
brand cup rice cakes recall

Meanwhile, the bureau has 
been informed by the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland (FSAI) about 
a recall of various flavours of South 
Korean “Yopokki” brand cup rice 
cakes and rapokki (rice cake with 
ramen) products, due to potential 

risks of spoilage, according to a 
separate IAM statement on Thursday.

The problematic products 
involved are the Yopokki Ricecake 
Cup Cheese flavour, Yopokki 
Ricecake Cup Sweet & Spicy 
flavour, Yopokki Ricecake Cup 
Jjajang, Yopokki Ricecake Cup 
Red Bean, Yopokki Ricecake Cup 
Kimchi flavour, Yopokki Ricecake 
Cup Carbonara flavour, KR Yopokki 
Ricecake & Ramen Cup Kimchi 
flavour, KR Yopokki Ricecake & 
Ramen Cup Hot and Spicy flavour, 
KR Yopokki Ricecake & Ramen 
Cup Sweet and Spicy flavour, KR 
Yopokki Ricecake & Ramen Cup 
Curry flavour, the statement said. 

The bureau said it will continue 
to monitor and investigate the case.

For more information about 
the affected products, please call 
2833 8181. 

Excessive SO2 found in Macau-
made noodles: IAM

This undated handout photo provided by 
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) on Friday 
shows the “Hak San Fried Noodles” 
product that was found to contain an 
excessive amount of sulphur dioxide 
(SO2).
 

This undated handout photo provided by Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) on Thursday 
shows the various flavours of South Korean “Yopokki” brand cup rice cakes and 
“rapokki” (rice cake with ramen) products being recalled due to potential risks of 
spoilage.

BEIJING – The authorities 
have stepped up flood control and 
disaster relief efforts as Typhoon 
Bavi continued to affect large 
parts of the country yesterday.

Typhoon Bavi, the ninth 
typhoon of the year, made 
landfall twice along the coast of 
east China’s Zhejiang Province 
at 11:20 p.m. on Saturday and 
again around midnight, then 
moved inland. It is expected to 
move northwest while gradually 
weakening.

Over the past 24 hours, heavy 
rain exceeding 50 mm has hit 
much of the central and southern 
parts of Zhejiang, covering about 
42 percent of the province’s total 
area.

Bavi is the strongest July 
typhoon to strike Zhejiang since 
1949. Due to its massive size 
and strength, it not only churned 
up huge waves along the coast 
but also pushed deep inland, 
posing a high risk of flash floods, 
geological disasters, and urban 
waterlogging, said Hu Yaowen, 
chief engineer of the provincial 
department of emergency 
management.

The province had rolled out 
a series of proactive responses 
to battle the typhoon before its 
landfall. As of 7:00 p.m. Saturday, 
local authorities relocated 2.68 
million people and opened more 
than 19,000 emergency shelters 
across the province. Classes were 
suspended at schools and training 
institutions, 830 construction 
sites were shut down, and more 
than 400 scenic areas, along with 
over 200 amusement facilities 
with high risks, were closed to 
ensure public safety.

Near the temporary shelter at 
the public activity center in the 
city of Yueqing, many trees were 
toppled or snapped by strong 
winds.

Zhang Shanshan, a subdistrict-
level worker in charge of the 
shelter, said the site houses more 
than 500 people, mostly from 
nearby construction sites that 
have been shut down. She added 
that thorough arrangements had 
been made in terms of staffing 
and supplies.

“Windows and doors had 
been reinforced, with wooden 
boards placed outside the glass 
doors and sandbags stacked on 
both sides for extra protection,” 
said Zhang.

The National Development 
and Reform Commission 
(NDRC) has allocated emergency 
central budget funds to support 
post-typhoon recovery in regions 
hit by recent storms.

A total of 100 million yuan 
was granted to Zhejiang, which 
will be used for the emergency 
restoration of damaged roads, 
water conservancy facilities, 

schools, hospitals and other public 
services, aiming to help restore 
normalcy as soon as possible.

Another 100 million yuan 
was additionally allocated to the 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region in the south, following 
an earlier 100-million-yuan fund 
on July 6, as Typhoon Maysak 
brought heavy floods and 
wreaked havoc in the area.

Until tomorrow, heavy to 
torrential rain is expected to lash a 
swath of China, including Anhui, 
Jiangxi and Zhejiang provinces, 
as well as parts of Liaoning and 
Jilin provinces.

In Zhejiang’s neighboring 
Anhui, a reservoir in the city of 
Huangshan already discharged 
water, freeing up storage capacity 
to respond to the approaching 
rainstorms.

Torrential rains started 
battering the city late Saturday, 
and as of 6:00 p.m. yesterday, 
nearly 14,000 residents had been 
evacuated.

In Shenyang, capital of 
Liaoning Province, all primary 
and high schools, kindergartens 
and training institutions will be 
suspended, outdoor gathering 
activities will be canceled, 
and construction sites will halt 
production today. The scenic 
spots near mountains and waters, 
and morning and night markets 
will also be closed.

In response to potential 
geological disaster risks, the 
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region 
in north China has established 
a coordinated prevention and 
control mechanism, enabling 
real-time data sharing within 
the region to enhance disaster 
response capabilities.

A national Level-IV emergen-
cy response remains in effect for 
the affected regions, according to 
the National Commission for 
Disaster Reduction.

The Ministry of Water 
Resources yesterday upgraded 
its flood alert to yellow, the third-
highest level in China’s four-tier 
weather warning system, saying 
that heavy rainfall could trigger 
flooding in some rivers, mountain 
torrents and urban waterlogging.

Central authorities have 
dispatched 70,000 items of 
disaster relief supplies to 
Zhejiang, Tianjin and Anhui 
to support the relocation and 
resettlement of affected residents, 
according to the Ministry of 
Emergency Management (MEM).

The items, including folding 
beds, blankets, summer quilts 
and family emergency kits, were 
jointly allocated by the office 
of the national commission for 
disaster prevention, reduction and 
relief, the MEM, and the National 
Food and Strategic Reserves 
Administration.              – Xinhua

Authorities steps up !ood 
control, disaster relief 

e"orts as Typhoon Bavi 
moves inland

YINCHUAN – Host China 
drew 1-1 with Nigeria in the final 
round of the 2026 CFA Team 
China International Youth Football 
Tournament in Yinchuan on 
Saturday, finishing the U17 four-
nation friendly tournament with one 
win, one draw and one loss.

China opened the tournament 
with a 3-0 victory over Australia 
before losing 2-0 to Tanzania. With 
four points from three matches, 
China finished second in the 
standings.

Nigeria made the brighter start, 
testing China’s defense with several 
long-range efforts in the opening 10 
minutes. The visitors took the lead 
in the 11th minute when Idor Samuel 
headed home from a corner kick.

China gradually settled into 
the match through patient passing 
and possession. In the 26th minute, 
Zhao Songyuan broke forward and 
delivered a precise assist, allowing 
Zhang Junhao to fire home from 
inside the box to level the score.

Neither side could find a winner 
after the break. Nigeria had a goal 
ruled out for offside, while China 
pushed forward late in the match 
but failed to convert its chances. 

In stoppage time, Wang Heyi’s free 
kick sailed just over the crossbar as 
the game ended 1-1.

At the post-match press 
conference, China head coach Bin 
Ukishima said his team improved 
after making adjustments at 
halftime, particularly in defensive 
organization.

“Among the three matches, this 
was our best performance in terms 
of controlling the attacking rhythm,” 
Ukishima said. “However, we still 
need to improve our efficiency in 
front of goal and our ability to finish 
chances.”

The Yinchuan tournament 
served as valuable preparation for 
China ahead of the FIFA U17 World 
Cup in Qatar in November, where 
the team will face Morocco in the 
group stage.

Reflecting on the matches against 
Tanzania and Nigeria, Ukishima 
said the physical strength, intense 
pressing and aggressive style of the 
African teams exposed areas where 
China needs to improve.

“Our biggest challenges are 
physical duels and maintaining 
high-intensity running throughout 
the match,” he said. “Players rarely 

face opponents who can repeatedly 
sprint and press at such a high 
level in daily training. We need to 
improve our overall endurance and 
physicality to compete in these 
kinds of games.”

Zhang said he was delighted to 
score after missing out on the 2026 
AFC U17 Asian Cup.

“I have worked hard in training 
and hoped to catch up with the team 
again,” Zhang said. “I’m very happy 
to score today [Saturday]. The whole 
team created a great attacking move, 
and Zhao Songyuan’s through ball 
was excellent. I didn’t want to waste 
the opportunity.”

Nigeria head coach Uweja-
momere Eboboritse Omasanjuwa 
praised the quality of the match, 
saying both teams showed a high 
level of competition.

“We started strongly and scored 
first,” he said. “But China changed 
its approach after conceding, and 
we struggled to deal with their 
adjustments in the first half. They 
created several chances and scored 
the equalizer. We made changes at 
halftime and managed to keep a 
clean sheet in the second half.”

– Xinhua

China draws with Nigeria in U17 Yinchuan 
4-nation soccer tournament
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BANGKOK – Southeast Asian 
foreign ministers pressed their 
Myanmar counterpart for “concrete” 
progress on a stagnant ASEAN 
peace plan for the country during a 
meeting in Bangkok yesterday, top 
Thai and Philippine diplomats said.

The meeting between foreign 
ministers of several members 
of the 11-nation Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
and Myanmar’s Foreign Minister 
Tin Maung Swe was the first such 
gathering since a 2021 military 
coup in the country.

Myanmar has been diplomatically 
sidelined within the regional bloc 
since the country’s military ousted the 
democratically elected government 
of Aung San Suu Kyi more than five 
years ago, triggering a civil war.

Min Aung Hlaing was 
installed as civilian president in 
April following highly restricted 
elections, and neighbouring 
Thailand has been leading attempts 
at normalising relations.

Thai Foreign Minister Sihasak 
Phuangketkeow told a press briefing 
yesterday that his government 
supported “calibrated engagement” 
with Myanmar in an effort to 
implement ASEAN’s “five-point 
consensus” plan aimed at ending 
the war between the military and a 
coalition of pro-democracy rebels 
and ethnic minority armed groups.

But he said it required Myanmar 
to address the concerns of ASEAN 
and the international community.

“We have some concrete 
expectations” with regard to 
humanitarian assistance, reduction of 
violence, especially against civilians, 
and promoting inclusive political 
dialogue, Sihasak told reporters.

He also urged “further release 
of political prisoners and further 
positive development” with regard 
to 81-year-old Suu Kyi, who 
remains detained after she was 
moved from prison to house arrest.

“We want to see progress, step 
by step,” Sihasak said.

‘Concrete actions’
But ASEAN has made little 

headway with its initiative to end 
Myanmar’s civil war through 
dialogue with all sides.

Myanmar lawmakers – elected 
in a vote that did not include rebel-
controlled areas or Suu Kyi’s 
party – blasted the bloc’s plan in 
parliament last week, calling for it 
to be “reviewed and reconsidered”, 
the state-run Global New Light of 
Myanmar said.

The plan “undermines Myan-
mar’s equality within ASEAN and 
is inconsistent with ASEAN’s fun-
damental principle of non-inter-
ference in the internal affairs of a 
member state”, they said, accord-
ing to the outlet.

Still, Philippines’ Foreign 
Secretary Theresa Lazaro said she 
and the bloc stood behind the plan.

Lazaro, who is also the Myanmar 
special envoy of the ASEAN chair, 
told reporters that ministers at the 
meeting in Bangkok hoped Myanmar 
would take the “opportunity to make 
concrete and demonstrable progress 
or benchmarks on the core points of 

the five-point consensus” – although 
no timeline was set.

“ASEAN called for concrete 
actions towards the cessation of 
hostilities,” she said, adding that 
she intended to visit Myanmar this 
year in an effort to expand access to 
humanitarian assistance in the country.

The five-point plan, which 
Myanmar and the rest of ASEAN 
agreed to in 2021, calls for an 
immediate halt to hostilities and 
for dialogue between all parties, 
mediated by the ASEAN envoy.

But consensus among ASEAN 
members is fraying, analysts say, 
between those open to seizing on small 
concessions to bring Myanmar back 
into the fold – a group led by Bangkok 
– and those maintaining a firmer stance.

Thailand, the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Singapore and Vietnam 
confirmed their foreign ministers’ 
attendance yesterday, while Malaysia’s 
foreign minister told AFP he could not 
attend but sent other representatives.

More than 100,000 people have 
been killed in Myanmar’s civil 
war, according to monitor group 
ACLED.      – AFP

This handout photo taken and released by Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

yesterday shows East Timor’s Foreign Minister Bendito dos Santos Freitas (from 

left to right), Vietnam’s Foreign Minister Le Hoai Trung, Malaysia’s Chief Secretary 

Shamsul Azri Abu Bakar, Thailand’s Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, 

Philippines’ Foreign Minister Maria Theresa Lazaro, Singapore’s Foreign Minister 

Vivian Balakrishnan, Brunei’s Foreign Minister Erywan Yusof, Indonesia’s 

Foreign Minister Sugiono, Laos’ Foreign Minister Thongsavanh Phomvihane 

and Myanmar’s Foreign Minister U Tin Maung Swe posing for a photo during an 

informal meeting with ASEAN Foreign Ministers in Bangkok.            – AFP

BANGKOK – Three former 
crew members of a Thai cargo 
ship struck by Iran in the Strait of 
Hormuz filed a lawsuit on Friday 
against the vessel’s operator and 
captain for labour violations.

The Thai-flagged Mayuree Naree 
was hit on March 11 while travelling 
through the Gulf waterway early in 
the US-Israeli war with Iran, leaving 
three Thai crewmen dead and 
requiring 20 others to be rescued.

Former crew members Panithi 
Tumkaew, Noppadon Wongsuvan 
and Suradech Manpuen were 
dismissed after the incident and suffer 
from post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) following the attack, their 
lawyer Kunpat Singhathong said.

They filed a lawsuit at the 
Central Labour Court in Bangkok 
against the ship’s owner, Precious 
Shipping, two affiliated companies 
– Precious Flowers and Great Circle 
Shipping Agency – and the vessel’s 
captain, Sathaporn Hoksee. All of 
them are Thai.

The suit claims the companies 
acted negligently by ordering the ship 
to transit the strait during the conflict.

In a statement, Precious Shipping 
said it had complied with applicable 
laws and fulfilled its obligations to 
the crew, adding that it had provided 

medical and psychological support 
following the attack.

The company also said it had not 
yet been formally served with the 
lawsuit and could not comment on 
the allegations.

US-Israeli strikes on Iran in late 
February prompted Tehran to respond 
by effectively closing the strait, a 
crucial artery for global oil supplies, 
and launching attacks on vessels.

Kunpat said his clients were 
paid compensation equivalent to 
two months’ salary before being 
dismissed in April, despite having 
nine-month employment contracts 
that had not yet expired.

“Three of the crew members have 
since been diagnosed with PTSD, 
which doctors say will require more 
than a year of treatment,” he said.

This had left them unable to 
continue working as seafarers or carry 
out their daily lives normally, he added.

Speaking to reporters outside the 
court, Panithi said his wife encouraged 
him to seek medical treatment after 
noticing changes in his behaviour.

“I get startled when I hear loud 
noises,” he said, adding that he had 
worked for Precious Shipping for 
more than a decade.

The court scheduled the first 
hearing for September 28.      – AFP

Thai lawyer Kunpat Singhathong (centre) speaks to the media with three former 

sailors from the Thai-flagged ship Mayuree Naree outside the Central Labour Court 
in Bangkok on Friday.                  – AFP

JAKARTA – Indonesia’s top 
anti-corruption prosecutor resigned 
on Saturday, the Attorney General’s 
Office said, after police investigating 
graft cases seized millions of dollars 
in cash and gold bars from properties 
including his home.

Assistant Attorney General for 
Special Crimes Febrie Adriansyah 
stepped down following raids this 
week on at least 12 locations that 
included properties linked to him 
in and around the capital, Jakarta.

Attorney General’s Office 
spokesman Anang Supriatna said 
Febrie’s resignation had been accepted.

“The decision was a form 
of commitment to maintain the 
integrity, objectivity, and neutrality 
of law enforcement,” Anang said.

The locations raided included a 
house in the Bogor district outside 

Jakarta, as well as a cafe and 
another house in South Jakarta, 
police spokesman Budi Hermanto 
told reporters late on Friday.

Police seized evidence that 
included 74 kilograms of gold bars 
and US$5.8 million and Sg$17.2 
million in cash, he said.

Febrie told reporters on Friday 
that the house in Bogor was his 
private residence but denied that 
assets seized from the house were 
linked to graft, saying they could 
all be accounted for.

Budi said police had questioned 
15 witnesses.

Head of National Police’s 
corruption eradication corps 
Totok Suharyanto said Saturday 
that a suspect identified as FA 
faced multiple charges including 
corruption and money laundering.

If proven guilty, the suspect 
could face up to a life in prison.

Another suspect, identified as 
DR, also faces multiple money 
laundering charges, he added.

Budi and Anang did not 
respond to AFP requests to identify 
the suspects in the case.

Police are investigating three 
cases that include suspected 
corruption and money laundering 
in relation to coal procurement for 
state utility company PLN as well 
as PT Asabri, Indonesian media 
has reported.

Febrie said before his resignation 
that the Attorney General’s Office 
remained focused on cases that 
included a graft scandal in President 
Prabowo Subianto’s flagship free 
meal scheme.     

– AFP

TOKYO – Japan’s space agency 
said on Saturday its prototype reusable 
rocket successfully completed the 
first lift-off and landing test, marking 
a step forward in the cost-cutting 
technology dominated by SpaceX.

The prototype, launched from the 
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(JAXA)’s test site in Noshiro, Akita 
region, reached a height of about 10 
metres, and then landed.

The flight lasted about 40 
seconds, according to JAXA.

“I feel we have put a great deal 
of time and effort into this, and now 
that the prototype has taken off and 
landed without problem, I must say I 
feel a great sense of relief,” JAXA’s 
Takashi Ito, who led the launch, told 
reporters.

Ito said the agency will review 
data to fully determine the success 
of the test, but he is “confident” that 
it “obtained very useful data.”

Most rockets are designed for single 

use, with components falling into the 
sea, burning up in the atmosphere or 
remaining in orbit as debris. The first 
launch stage is considered the most 
expensive component.

But the deployment of partially 
reusable rockets would slash launch 
costs.

SpaceX has been operating its 
reusable Falcon 9 rocket since 2017.

China, however, achieved its first 
successful reusable rocket landing 
on Friday, a breakthrough that could 
challenge US dominance in the field.

In June last year, a subsidiary 
of Honda became the first Japanese 
company to successfully launch and 
land a reusable rocket.

Japan is racing to boost the 
international competitiveness of the 
country’s rocket industry.

Its flagship H3 rocket was launched 
successfully in June, months after a 
previous mission to put a satellite into 
orbit ended in failure.      – AFP

Thai crew of ship struck 
in Gulf sues operators

Japan successfully launches, 
lands reusable rocketIndonesia’s anti-graft prosecutor quits after police 

seize gold, cash

ASEAN ministers push stalled 
peace plan in Myanmar talks
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Dechen Wangdi
THIMPHU, Bhutan – Bhutan 

is offering families cash incentives 
to have more children as the tiny 
Himalayan kingdom grapples with a 
nosediving birthrate and a growing 
exodus of young people seeking 
opportunities abroad.

Annual births have dropped by 
more than a quarter over the past 
decade, compounding the country’s 
loss of youngsters to migration.

Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay 
has repeatedly rung the alarm over 
the population slump, calling it an 
“existential” crisis, according to the 
state’s Bhutan Broadcasting Service.

“The evidence is unambiguous 
– Bhutan’s fertility has declined to 
near or below replacement level,” 
Tobgay wrote in the introduction 
to the government’s “Third Child 
Plus” programme, launched in June.

The scheme provides monthly 
payments of US$105 for each third or 
subsequent child until they turn three.

Khandu Wangmo, a 35-year-
old civil servant, welcomed the 
incentive but questioned whether 
cash payments alone would persuade 
families to have more children.

“It is a good initiative because it 
encourages families to have three or 
more children,” she said.

“However, its impact may be 
limited if the cost of raising children, 
housing, and childcare remains high.”

Difficult decision’
For the landlocked kingdom of 

fewer than 800,000 people, wedged 
between India and China, the issue 
carries particular weight.

Births of a third or more 
children, the focus of the new 
scheme, have fallen 27 percent 
since 2020, according to the report.

Bhutan’s fertility rate has fallen 
to about 1.8 children per woman, 
below the replacement level, while 
the share of people aged 65 and 
over is projected to rise from around 
six percent to 17 percent by 2050, 
according to UN estimates.

“These are not abstract statistics,” 
Tobgay said. “They represent real and 
compounding pressures on Bhutan’s 
workforce, fiscal sustainability, and 
the social fabric of communities 
across the country.”

The government fears that falling 
births, combined with sustained 
outward migration, will leave too few 
working-age people to support the 
economy and an ageing population.

More than 71,000 Bhutanese 
were abroad, as of May 2026, with 
39,000 – about 55 percent of the 
overseas population – in Australia, 
according to the report.

“While migration brings remittance 
benefits, its concentration among 
prime working and reproductive 
ages further constrains labour force 
participation, domestic fertility, and 
long-term population momentum,” the 
programme briefing note warned.

Experts say the reasons behind 
smaller families are complex, ranging 
from rising living and childcare costs 
to changing priorities.

Preeti Nirola, 34, who has one 
child, said she would like another 
but finances remain a major obstacle.

“I would like to have one more 
child if my financial situation 
allows,” she said.

“However, the high cost of 
childcare and household expenses 
makes it a difficult decision.”

The UN Population Fund, which 
supported the programme, advocates 
to “expand choices for everyone” 
through affordable childcare and 
supportive social policies, rather 
than simply raising birth numbers.

‘Access to education’
Bhutan’s demographic worries 

mirror trends across much of Asia.
Bhutan once promoted family 

planning through its “Small Family, 

Happy Family” campaign launched 
in 1974, helping drive fertility down 
over several decades.

The 1990s saw an exodus of more 
than 100,000 ethnic Nepali-speakers 
– around one sixth of Bhutan’s 
population at the time - as the kingdom 
tightened immigration policies.

Now, policymakers are seeking 
to reverse that trend.

Tobgay, addressing parliament 
in June, cited overseas migration as 
Bhutan’s “most pressing challenge”, 
saying that strengthening the 
economy, creating quality jobs and 
improving living conditions were 
essential to slowing the exodus.

Anthropologist Shawn Row-
lands, who teaches in Thimphu, said 
Bhutan’s demographic transition 
had been unusually swift.

“Given the fact that it has gone 
from a high of about 6.6 in the 
1990s, to about 1.8 today, this is 
quite a remarkable demographic 
shift,” he said.

“It has been exacerbated by the 
large-scale trend of young Bhutanese 
emigrating overseas for work.”

Yet Rowlands questioned 
whether a declining population 
should automatically be viewed 
as a crisis – in a country known 
for prioritising “Gross National 
Happiness” over economic growth, 
and for its green credentials, as a 
rare carbon-negative nation.

“Higher access to education 
and job opportunities lead to fewer 
women having children,” she said.

“I do not see that as a bad thing 
at all.”        – AFP

Bhutanese students rest at the Royal University of Bhutan in Thimphu on August 23, 

2018.                     – AFP

HANOI – Vietnamese police 
arrested yesterday the captain of 
a speedboat that capsized near 
southern Phu Quoc island, killing 
15 Indian tourists, authorities said.

The incident occurred on 
Saturday as the boat carrying 32 
Indian tourists, three Vietnamese 
crew members and a tour guide 
overturned in rough seas off May 
Rut Ngoai islet, state media said.

Sailors and rescuers recovered 
21 people, Tuoi Tre newspaper 
reported, but 15 passengers died.

Police in southern An Giang 
province said they arrested the 
57-year-old captain of the boat for 
“violations of laws” resulting in 
the capsize.

Tuoi Tre reported that “initial 
assessments by Vietnamese 
authorities suggest this was an 
unavoidable incident caused by 
extreme weather conditions” that 
shifted rapidly.

State media quoted sailors 
involved in the rescue effort as saying 
there were high waves but no rain at 
the time, and several other tourist 
boats were operating in the area.

One witness, Ha Van Loc, said 
he spotted the overturned vessel 
with about a dozen men clinging 
to its hull.

Several people were drifting at 
sea and not wearing life jackets, 
Loc said, according to state outlet 
VNExpress.

Loc and his crew threw 
lifebuoys with ropes to pull them 
aboard his boat and called for 
additional help, with jet skis used 
to transport victims ashore.

At least 15 survivors have 
been discharged from hospital and 
were travelling back to India, New 
Delhi’s embassy in Hanoi said 
yesterday, adding that one person 
in critical condition was receiving 
treatment at a hospital in Phu Quoc.

The bodies of the 15 deceased 
would be transported to India, the 
embassy said.

Located just south of Vietnam’s 
largest island Phu Quoc, May Rut 
Ngoai is known for its pristine 
blue waters, white sand beaches 
and accessible diving reefs.

Visitors often access the islet 
and others nearby via speedboat 
from the main island.

State media reports yesterday 
said several tourism companies 
suspended their speedboat services 
between the islets after the deadly 
capsize.

Phu Quoc has seen a major 
tourism boom in recent years, with 
more than 1.8 million foreigners 
visiting the island last year.

Boating accidents are a regular 
occurrence in the Southeast Asian 
nation, where extreme weather, 
frequent flooding and inadequate 
maintenance have led to tragedies.

– AFP

SEOUL – North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un denounced 
as a “political crime” the alleged 
corruption of a senior military 
official dumped from the ruling 
party for taking bribes, state media 
reported early Saturday.

Kim made the comments at 
a joint meeting of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and the army in 
Pyongyang on Friday, the state 
news agency KCNA said.

The meeting was informed 
of corruption by Pak Hui Chol, 
former vice-director in charge 
of organisational affairs of the 
General Political Bureau of the 
People’s Army and his followers, 
the report said.

Pak had received “a large 
amount of bribes” and led a 
“dissipated life,” according to 
KCNA, adding that the ruling 
party dismissed him from its 
central leadership body and 
referred him to law enforcement.

“This is a political crime 
against the Party’s line of building 
discipline and a deliberate act of 
embezzlement and plunder against 
the interests of the state and the 
people,” Kim was quoted as 
saying in a speech.

High-profile condemnation of 
senior officials, particularly by the 
top leader, is rare in North Korea’s 
authoritarian and opaque system 
of government.    – AFP

SEOUL – South Korea asked 
the North yesterday to help search 
for and return a missing navy sailor 
believed to have drifted across the de 
facto inter-Korean maritime border.

The request follows reports that 
the sailor went missing yesterday 
morning while a vessel was on patrol 
off South Korea’s eastern coast near 
the Northern Limit Line (NLL).

“A sailor aboard a South Korean 
navy vessel conducting a security 
mission in the East Sea went missing 
on the morning of July 12 and is 
believed to have drifted north of the 
NLL,” Seoul’s Unification Ministry 
said in a brief statement provided to 
AFP, referring to the body of water 

also known as the Sea of Japan.
“As the South Korean navy is 

currently searching for the missing 
sailor, we request North Korea’s 
cooperation, on humanitarian 
grounds, in the search and the 
individual’s return,” it added.

The sailor holds the rank of 
seaman apprentice, Yonhap News 
Agency reported.

Defence Minister Ahn Gyu-back 
also instructed officials to “make 
every effort to rescue the missing 
serviceman as quickly and safely as 
possible”, the defence ministry said 
in a statement, without providing 
further details.

The appeal comes as President 

Lee Jae Myung has sought to ease 
tensions with the nuclear-armed 
North by pursuing dialogue and 
confidence-building measures after 
years of strained relations.

Lee has taken a dovish approach 
to North Korea since taking office 
in June 2025, in stark contrast to his 
predecessor’s hawkish policy.

Pyongyang, however, has not 
responded to Seoul’s repeated 
overtures while deepening ties with 
Moscow. It recently hosted Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in its capital 
for a summit.

Official reports of the 
summit made no mention of 
denuclearisation.      – AFP

A woman dressed in a traditional Hanbok poses for a photo at Gwanghwamun 

Square in Seoul yesterday. South Korea issued its first-ever emergency heatwave 
alert yesterday under a new warning system launched this year, advising people 

to halt outdoor activities and keep cool.

The new warning system was introduced to better deal with a rising number of 

heatwaves in South Korea, which have become longer and more intense, officials 
said.              – AFP

Bhutan battles ‘existential’ 
population crisis with birth drive

S Korea asks North to help search for missing navy sailor

Vietnam arrests speedboat captain 
after deadly capsize

N Korean military o!cial dumped from 
ruling party over graft: state media
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TEHRAN – Iran said the Strait of Hormuz was 
closed yesterday while the United States insisted it 
remained open, after the confrontation over the vital 
waterway again sparked US and Iranian strikes.

The strait, essential to global oil and gas supplies, 
has become a central point of contention between 
the two foes, repeatedly leading to exchanges of fire 
despite an agreement aimed at ending the Middle 
East war that was struck last month.

The latest exchange was prompted by another 
Iranian attack on a commercial ship in the waterway 
whose crew was forced to abandon it after it went up 
in flames.

Before the war began with surprise US-Israeli 
strikes against Iran on February 28, there was free 
passage through Hormuz, but Tehran now insists 
that it will control the strait, while Washington is 
adamant it cannot.

“Following this incident... the Strait of Hormuz 
will be closed until further notice and until the end 
of American interventions in this region,” Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards said Sunday, according to 
state news agency IRNA.

The US military’s Central Command countered 
on X that the strait was “open to all vessels seeking 
to lawfully transit the international waterway”.

It said US forces were “positioned and prepared 
to ensure” freedom of navigation, adding: “Iran does 
not control the strait. Traffic is flowing.”

Control of the waterway has become key leverage 
for Iran, with an adviser to the country’s supreme 
leader yesterday saying it was more important than 
“dozens of atomic bombs”.

‘Hit them very hard’
Iran said it had targeted two ships in Hormuz, 

accusing them of ignoring instructions to use an 
approved transit corridor or “violating regulations”, 
IRNA said.

The attacks prompted a barrage of US strikes 
across Iran in response, with the US military saying 
it had hit about 140 targets in its third round of 
attacks this week.

Iranian media reported explosions in Bandar 
Abbas, Sirik, Jask and on Qeshm Island, as well as in 
Khuzestan province, with one soldier reported killed 
in the southern city of Jask.

US President Donald Trump told CNN yesterday 
that “we hit them very hard last night”, and said the 
Iranian attack had come despite the two sides being 
close to a deal on Saturday.

“They were giving up everything, and then all of 
a sudden two hours after that they hit a ship with a 
drone,” he said

Iran’s response to the US strikes came quickly, 

with sirens and explosions heard in Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain, AFP journalists and 
local authorities reported.

Qatar said three people were injured by Iranian 
attacks, while the UAE issued a warning for 
incoming missiles but later said they did not enter 
its territory.

Kuwait also said it was working to intercept an 
attack, and Jordan said three Iranian missiles fell 
inside the kingdom.

Iran’s Guards said they also hit Oman, which has 
rarely been targeted.

They claimed to have destroyed “the logistical 
support centres for naval vessels and the refuelling 
facilities for US aircraft carriers at the port of Duqm”.

Muscat summoned the Iranian ambassador and 
handed him a formal protest – a rare move for the 
sultanate, which has been attempting to balance 
competing demands from Washington and Tehran.

The attack came just hours after the country 
hosted Iran’s foreign minister to discuss the Strait of 
Hormuz.

‘Blatant’ attack
Yesterday’s attack on a Cyprus-flagged container 

ship in the waterway left one Indian sailor missing, 
New Delhi said.

Muscat, meanwhile, said it had rescued 23 crew 
members from a commercial ship.

Iran said it had fired “warning shots”, but the US 
military accused Tehran of “blatantly” attacking the 
vessel.

The crew abandoned ship and were on a lifeboat, 
British maritime agency UKMTO reported, around 
17 kilometres east of Oman.

Separate Iranian strikes on ships in Hormuz 
had triggered fighting earlier this week, along with 
heated rhetoric.

Iran’s supreme leader Mojtaba Khamenei has 
vowed revenge for the killing of his father and 
predecessor on the first day of the war, and said Iran 
had compiled a list of individuals to be targeted.

Trump on Saturday said any attempt to assassinate 
him would lead the United States to “completely 
decimate” Iran.

He has declared the ceasefire over while leaving 
the door open for talks, and mediators have been 
trying to salvage a diplomatic solution.

The top diplomat for Pakistan, which has been 
mediating, called for “de-escalation” yesterday 
during a phone call with his Iranian counterpart, 
Islamabad said.

“Dialogue and diplomacy remain the only viable 
path to resolving disputes and achieving lasting 
peace,” said Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar.   – AFP

This frame grab taken from AFPTV video footage yesterday shows a cargo ship anchoring near the Strait of Hormuz off 
the eastern coast of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) at Khor Fakkan.            – AFP

JERUSALEM – Israel will 
hold national elections on October 
27, the last date allowed by law, its 
parliament said yesterday, with the 
vote widely seen as a referendum 
on Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s leadership since the 
Gaza war erupted.

The Knesset, as parliament is 
known, is set to end its current term 
on July 17, allowing the ruling 
coalition to complete a full four-year 
term for the first time in decades.

“Since the current Knesset is 
expected to serve its full term and the 
next general election is already set by 
law for October 27, with no intention 
of shortening the legislature’s tenure, 
there is no need to enact a Knesset 
Dissolution Law in the usual sense,” 
parliament said in a statement.

Netanyahu, 76, is already the 
country’s longest-serving prime 
minister across multiple terms, and 
has declared his intention to run 
again.

In recent days, his government – 
one of the most right-wing coalitions 
in Israel’s history – has been racing to 

pass a series of bills in a bid to shore 
up his alliance and enter the election 
from a position of strength.

Last month, Netanyahu even said 
that he intended to “establish a broad 
national government, not a right-
wing, not a left-wing government that 
depends on Arab parties, but a broad 
national government”.

By reaching across the aisle, 
Netanyahu appears to be trying to 
reframe his electoral pitch around 
national unity rather than ideological 
alignment.

But recent polls show that a 
majority of Israelis want him out of 
office, with former military chief 
Gadi Eisenkot emerging as his main 
rival.

Public opinion turned critical of 
the ceasefire that halted the war Israel 
and the US launched against Iran in 
late February, which led to a deal 
between Tehran and Washington that 
many view as unfavourable to Israel.

Anger also lingers over the security 
failures surrounding the October 7 
attacks, which continues to weigh on 
Netanyahu’s standing.        – AFP

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) and his wife Sara take part in a 
cornerstone-laying ceremony for the Atarot Heritage Centre at an abandoned airport 
in East Jerusalem near the separation wall with the Israeli occupied West Bank city of 
Ramallah on July 5, 2026.       – AFP

PARIS – French anti-terrorist 
prosecutors yesterday were found 
in a car parked in a Paris suburb 
that is home to a large Jewish 
population.

Three hundred people were 
evacuated on Saturday evening 
from a neighbourhood in Sarcelles, 
north of Paris, following reports of a 
suspicious vehicle, which was found 
to contain “a military-grade weapon”, 
according to the interior minister.

An investigation has been 
launched “on charges of forming 
a terrorist criminal organisation 
with a view to preparing crimes 
involving attacks on persons and the 
transport, possession and acquisition 
of weapons in connection with a 
terrorist enterprise,” the prosecutors 
said.

Interior Minister Laurent Nuñez 
said on BFMTV that the vehicle was 

found near one of the town’s several 
synagogues.

“We do not yet know the 
motives,” Nuñez said, adding that 
“the individuals have not yet been 
identified.”

A security cordon had been set 
up on Saturday evening around the 
car, which was parked in a busy 
neighbourhood near a cinema and 
restaurants that were evacuated in the 
early evening.

Bomb disposal experts found no 
explosives, but according to a police 
source, the stolen car contained an 
assault-style rifle and a handgun.

Nuñez stated that three attacks had 
been foiled since the start of the year, 
including a knife attack last February 
on a gendarme beneath the Arc de 
Triomphe during the ceremony to 
rekindle the flame at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier.       – AFP

Iran declares Hormuz 
strait closed, US military insists 

tra!c "owing

Israel elections to be held 
on Oct 27: parliament

France opens terror 
probe after guns found 

in car near Paris
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WASHINGTON, DC – Senator 
Lindsey Graham, an influential ally 
of President Donald Trump and 
advocate of hawkish US foreign 
policy, has died unexpectedly aged 
71, his office said yesterday.

Graham was a staunch supporter 
of the Iran war, and in recent years 
urged both Trump and the Biden 
administrations to back Kyiv’s fight 
against Russia’s invasion.

He bitterly opposed Trump a 
decade ago, but came around to 
support him.

Graham did so even after the 
2021 Capitol insurrection in which 
lawmakers feared for their lives as a 
pro-Trump mob ran amok at the seat 
of US democracy.

The Republican senator from 
South Carolina’s office said in a 
statement on his official X account 
that he “passed away from a brief 
and sudden illness” on Saturday 
evening.

NBC News reported that 
emergency services responded to a 
call for cardiac arrest at Graham’s 
Capitol Hill home on Saturday night, 
according to police scanner audio 
obtained by NBC and other outlets.

Graham had been scheduled to 
appear yesterday morning on the 
NBC news talk show “Meet the 
Press.”

Trump paid tribute to Graham 
on that same show, calling him 
a natural-born, hard-working 

politician who was skilled at dealing 
with people from both major US 
parties.

“He’s a tough one to lose. He 
was great. He was unique in every 
way, actually,” Trump said by 
telephone.

Trump said they had spoken only 
just Saturday evening as Graham 
returned from a trip to Ukraine 
sounding tired, and they made 
tentative plans to meet yesterday.

“It could have been his last call,” 
Trump said.

Graham made a failed bid for 
the presidency in 2016, warning at 
the time that Republicans should 
not back Trump because he was a 
“race-baiting, xenophobic, religious 
bigot.”

Their relationship was again 
strained by the January 6, 2021, 
Capitol insurrection, with Graham 
saying his Republican colleagues 
should “count me out, enough is 
enough” – although he later voted 
against convicting Trump in his 
impeachment trial.

Graham reconciled their 
relationship and backed his re-
election bid.

‘A great friend of Israel’
Graham was also a strong 

supporter of Israel and the Iran war.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu said: “Lindsey is a great 
friend of Israel and a cherished 

friend of mine.”
“Lindsey understood that the 

security of Israel and America are 
inseparable. He devoted his life to 
defending America, strengthening 
our alliance and standing up for the 
free world,” Netanyahu said.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said he was deeply 
saddened by the death of Graham, 
whom he met in Kyiv as recently as 
Friday.

“He visited Ukraine 10 times 
during the years of Russia’s [military 
offensive] and was here with our 
people when it was most needed... 

America and the world have lost a 
determined leader,” Zelensky said 
in a Facebook post.

Graham had recently won a 
primary election to seek a fourth 
Senate term in the November 
midterms.

South Carolina Governor Henry 
McMaster will have to appoint a 
successor for the remaining months 
of Graham’s term while another 
primary will need to be held.

Foreign policy hawk
Graham’s death comes as the 

weeks-long hospitalisation of 

former Republican Senate leader 
Mitch McConnell rattles the party.

Republicans hold a narrow 
53-47 majority in the Senate, 
with little room for missing votes 
or defections. McConnell was 
admitted to hospital last month and 
has not voted since June 11.

Graham was first elected to the 
US House of Representatives in 
1994, before being elected to the 
Senate in 2002.

He was re-elected to the Senate 
in 2008, 2014 and 2020 and most 
recently served as chairman of the 
Senate Budget Committee.

Raised in the town of Central, 
South Carolina, where his parents 
ran a restaurant and pool hall, 
Graham was the first in his family 
to go to college, according to his 
biography on the Senate website.

He served as a military lawyer 
and attained the rank of Air Force 
colonel, an experience that informed 
his interventionist stance in foreign 
affairs.

In 2002, he voted in favour of 
military action against Iraq in the 
wake of the September 11 attacks, 
and later supported a long-term US 
presence in Afghanistan.

Graham was a frequent critic 
of President Barack Obama’s 
foreign policy, calling him a “weak 
opponent of evil” in 2015 over his 
negotiation of a nuclear deal with 
Iran.       – AFP

This handout photograph taken and released by the Ukrainian Presidential Press 
Service on Friday shows Ukrainian’s President Volodymyr Zelensky (left) and US 
Senator Lindsey Graham shaking hands during their meeting in Kyiv.               – AFP 

LONDON – British police said 
on Saturday they had arrested a 
suspect over the alleged murder of 
veteran right-wing politician Ann 
Widdecombe, hours after releasing 
a man they detained earlier.

The 78-year-old former 
Conservative minister was found 
dead with “serious injuries” on 
Thursday at her home in Devon, 
southwest England, according to 
police.

Devon and Cornwall Police 
said a 28-year-old man was 
arrested at an address in South 
Yorkshire on Saturday evening on 
suspicion of murder.

“The suspect, who is a white 
British national, is now in police 
custody,” the force said in a 
statement on Facebook.

Police said Widdecombe’s family 
had been informed of the arrest.

The development came after 
officers announced earlier on 
Saturday that a 26-year-old man 
arrested on Friday had been 
released from custody and was no 
longer part of the investigation .

“At this time, there is still no 
information to suggest that this is 
a terrorism related incident and as 
a force we retain primacy of the 
investigation,” the police said.

Devon and Cornwall Police 
Assistant Chief Constable Matt 
Longman said earlier officers 
thought Widdecombe was attacked 
24 hours before her body was 
found.

“We believe the attack took 
place on Wednesday 8 July at 
around 12.30 p.m.,” he said in the 
statement, adding that police had 
been searching for a white male 
suspect.

Longman had said on Friday he 
“had no information to say it was 
a politically motivated crime” and 
her death was not being treated as 
terror-related.

“Detectives continue to carry 
out numerous enquiries as part of 
the ongoing investigation and we 
remain committed to establishing 
the full circumstances surrounding 
the incident,” he said.

Widdecombe, a Conservative 
MP from 1987 to 2010, was 
known for her Christian faith and 

outspoken views.
In 1995 as prisons minister 

she was embroiled in a row after 
defending a policy of chaining 
pregnant prisoners to prevent them 
from escaping.

A staunch supporter of Brexit, 
Widdecombe left the Conservatives 
in 2019 to join the hard-right party 
of anti-immigration leader Nigel 
Farage.

Farage on Friday called her 
death a “terrible reflection on 
modern Britain”, in a video on 
social media.

“I do fear that for anybody 
in public life, or especially the 
political space, things have become 
even more dangerous today.”

– AFP

Brexit Party member of the European Parliament (MEP) Ann Widdecombe sits 
on stage during an event to launch the Brexit Party general election campaign in 
London on November 1, 2019.              – AFP

TORONTO – Two people 
were killed and at least four others 
seriously wounded in a shooting at a 
salsa festival on Saturday that drew 
thousands of people in Toronto, 
Canadian police said.

Investigators said “there was an 
exchange of gunfire between two 
individuals, and two firearms were 
recovered.”

They emphasised the danger the 
apparent settling of scores could 
have posed to the more than 13,000 
people attending the Latin music 
festival.

“Two males have been 
pronounced dead” and “another four 
individuals have been transported 
to local hospitals with serious 
injuries,” Toronto’s deputy police 
chief, Frank Barredo, said.

Police had initially referred to an 
“active shooter,” but “that does not 
appear to be the case,” Barredo said.

Asked about the perpetrators, he 
did “not rule out” that more people 
could have been involved than the 
two mentioned.

“There have been no arrests at 
this time,” Barredo said.

PM Carney ‘horrified’
Canadian Prime Minister Mark 

Carney said on X that he was 
“horrified by the shooting that has 
killed two people at the Salsa on St. 
Clair Festival in Toronto.”

“My prayers are with the 

families grieving their loved ones,” 
he said.

Carney also expressed his thanks 
“to the police officers and other first 
responders whose courage and fast 
action prevented further tragedy.”

Toronto Mayor Olivia Chow 
said she was “deeply disturbed 
and angry about this reckless and 
irresponsible act of violence right in 
the middle of a festival attended by 
families, children, seniors.”

Jason Ferda, who was attending 
the festival, told AFP he initially 
thought it was “fireworks.”

“I was scared, I left,” he said.
Another witness told local 

broadcaster CTV News that a state 
of panic washed over the crowd.

“Suddenly, everybody was 
running towards the stage, and 
everyone was like what’s going on 
and the police came and they stopped 
the music,” the bystander said.

“Everything happened so fast.”
The incident follows another 

shooting in Montréal late last month 
in which two people, including a 
police officer, were killed by an 
assailant who was then shot dead by 
law enforcement.

A school shooting in the small 
western mining town of Tumbler 
Ridge killed eight people in 
February, including the shooter’s 
mother and half-brother, and 
wounded 27 before she took her 
own life.       – AFP

Trump ally Lindsey Graham dies aged 71

Two killed, at least 4 
wounded in Toronto 

shooting: police

Police arrest 28-year-old suspect over 
killing of UK politician
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RIO DE JANEIRO – 
Deforestation in the Brazilian 
Amazon fell to its lowest level in a 
decade in the first half of the year, 
according to official figures released 
on Friday.

Leftist President Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva, who is seeking 
re-election in October elections, 
has promised to eradicate illegal 
deforestation by 2030.

From January to June, trees 
were felled across 1,295 square 
kilometres – an area nearly the 
size of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR) 
– in the Brazilian portion of the 
planet’s largest rainforest.

This is the lowest figure since 

2016, according to the National 
Institute for Space Research 
(INPE), which tracks deforestation 
via satellite.

It also represents a decrease of 
38 percent compared to the same 
period in 2025.

Deforestation in the Amazon 
soared under Lula’s far-right 
predecessor Jair Bolsonaro, peaking 
in 2022, when an area around 13 times 
the size of New York City was cleared.

This number was cut in half in 
2023, after Lula returned to office 
pledging to curb Amazon destruction, 
and has continued to decrease.

The rainforest stores vast 
amounts of carbon and plays a key 
role in regulating the climate.

Deforestation also decreased 
in the Cerrado – a vast, biodiverse 
savanna south of the Amazon.

An area of 3,142 square kilometers 
– about twice the size of London 
– was cleared in the first half of the 
year, the lowest level since 2021.

Despite progress on 
deforestation, environmentalists 
have criticised Lula’s backing of 
an oil exploration project near the 
mouth of the Amazon River.

The 80-year-old’s main rival 
in the presidential election is 
Bolsonaro’s eldest son Flávio 
Bolsonaro, who pushed for increased 
land development and mining on a 
visit to the Amazonian city of Belem 
last month.                     – AFP, MPD

LIMA – Droves of Peruvian 
football fans have named their 
newborns after Norway’s star 
striker Erling Haaland ahead of 
his team’s World Cup quarter-final 
against England, Peru’s identity 
registry said on Friday.

Norway’s scoring machine 
Haaland has been coasting on a 
wave of popularity during the 
2026 edition of the world’s biggest 
football extravaganza.

The sports sensation, who 
has scored seven times in four 
appearances so far in this World 
Cup, made both goals in his team’s 
historic victory against Brazil and 
has helped ensure their first-ever 
quarter-final appearance, against 
England on Saturday.

His fans in Peru have gone as 
far as naming their children after 
him, with 468 bearing the 25-year-
old’s surname, according to the 
national identity registry.

Another 91 infants carry the 
full name Erling Haaland, it said.

“Different football stars serve 
as inspiration for Peruvians to 

register their children with these 
names,” registry spokesperson 
Ivan Torres told Panamericana 
Televisión.

Most newborn Peruvians named 
after Haaland were registered in the 
weeks following the World Cup’s 
kick-off, Torre said, with numbers 
soaring when Norway advanced to 
the quarter-finals.

“Haaland is also Peruvian,” he 
said.

Football fever has inspired new 
parents in Peru in the past, with 
3,402 people born in the country 
bearing the name Messi – 292 of 
whom bear Argentine star Lionel 
Messi’s full name.

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo 
has 1,185 Peruvian namesakes, 
while 1,241 are called Yamal after 
Spain’s prized player Lamine 
Yamal.

A whopping 33,809 are named 
after Brazil’s Neymar.

England beat Norway 2-1 in 
the FIFA World Cup quarter finals 
early yesterday in Miami (Macau 
time).        – AFP, MPD

RIO DE JANEIRO – Inflation 
in Brazil slowed slightly to 4.64 
percent year-on-year, driven 
largely by falling food and fuel 
prices, according to official data 
released on Friday.

The easing could provide a 
boost for leftist President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva, who is 
seeking re-election in October, at 
a time when the cost of living is a 
key concern for voters.

While inflation slowed from 
the 4.72 percent recorded in May, 
it remains above the upper target 
limit of 4.5 percent.

Monthly inflation stood at 0.16 
percent, down from 0.58 percent 
in May, according to the IBGE 
statistics agency.

Food prices dropped 0.24 

percent in June, led by coffee, fruit 
and meat.

Fuel costs declined 0.48 
percent. However, the Lula 
administration remains wary of 
volatility caused by the war in the 
Middle East.

Government subsidies aimed 
at curbing pump price hikes were 
extended this week due to the 
resumption of hostilities between 
the United States and Iran.

In mid-June, the Central 
Bank of Brazil cut its benchmark 
interest rate for the third time in a 
row. However, at 14.25 percent it 
is among the highest in the world 
– a source of frustration for Lula 
who believes high interest rates 
stifle growth.

– AFP

MAPUTO – Mozambique and 
Russia agreed last week to deepen 
cooperation in trade, investment, 
education and security during 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov’s two-day working visit to 
the southern African country.

During his visit, Lavrov held 
talks with Mozambican President 
Daniel Chapo and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Maria Manuela Lucas in Maputo.

At a joint press conference 
on Thursday, Lavrov reaffirmed 
Russia’s support for Mozambique’s 
efforts to combat terrorism and 
restore stability in the northern 

province of Cabo Delgado.
He said Russia would continue 

assisting Mozambique through 
personnel training and the supply 
of military equipment.

Noting that security 
cooperation is a key pillar of 
bilateral relations, Lucas said the 
two countries would continue 
working together in the fight 
against terrorism.

Lavrov also pledged continued 
humanitarian assistance to 
Mozambique in its response to 
natural disasters, both bilaterally 
and through the World Food 
Program.             – Xinhua

LISBON – Portugal received 
29.9 million international tourists 
in 2025, reflecting a 3.3 percent 
increase from the previous year, 
though the pace of growth slowed 
markedly from the 9.3 percent 
expansion recorded in 2024, the 
national statistics institute INE 
reported last week.

Spain remained the leading 
source market despite a 0.6 percent 

decline, accounting for 23.8 percent 
of total arrivals, followed by Britain 
and France.

Average spending per tourist 
declined 4.2 percent from 2024, 
settling at 265 euros (US$303.07) 
per trip.

Seasonality continued to ease, 
with the seasonality rate falling 
to 36.4 percent, the lowest level 
since 2013, reflecting a broader 

distribution of tourist flows 
throughout the year.

Despite the moderation in 
visitor growth, experts said 
Portugal continues to benefit from 
its reputation as a safe destination, 
its mild climate and rich historical 
heritage. The expansion of air routes 
and the diversification of cultural 
offerings beyond the major cities 
also boost the sector.            – Xinhua

Brazil’s in$ation slows amid 
falling food and fuel prices

Tourist arrivals in Portugal grow 3.3 pct 
to 29.9 million in 2025

Deforestation hits new low in Brazilian Amazon

Hundreds of Peruvian 
newborns named after 
Norway striker Haaland

Mozambique, Russia agree 
to deepen economic, security 

cooperation

MADRID – Spain’s 
conservative ex-prime minister 
Mariano Rajoy faced criticism at 
home and in France yesterday after 
saying the neighbouring country’s 
national football team had “no 
French players”.

The comment, published in an 
opinion piece in Spanish online 
news site El Debate, came as Spain 
prepares to face France tomorrow in 
a blockbuster World Cup semi-final.

Spain’s current Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez condemned the 
remark as “xenophobic”.

“There are those who still 
measure belonging by surname, 
place of birth, or skin colour. Others 

measure it by our roots in a country 
and our will to contribute to it,” the 
Socialist leader wrote on X.

“Spain belongs to those who love 
it and work for it. Not to those who 
shame it with xenophobic statements.”

French politicians have also 
lashed out at Rajoy’s comment.

France “has no skin colour or 
religion”, said French Socialist 
party leader Olivier Faure on X.

Interior Minister Laurent Nunez 
told French channel BFMTV that 
Rajoy’s comment was “absolutely 
unacceptable”.

Communist party leader Fabien 
Roussel compared Rajoy’s comment 
to widely criticised remarks by 

Paraguayan Senator Celeste 
Amarilla, who said after Paraguay’s 
elimination by France in the round 
of 16 that star player Kylian Mbappe 
was a “colonised Cameroonian who 
has really pretended to be French”.

“They just can’t stop themselves 
from slinging this disgusting 
racism,” said Roussel.

Naima Moutchou, France’s 
minister for overseas territories, 
called the comments evidence of 
“systematic and widespread hatred 
of France and what the nation is”.

“Every time Les Bleus [“The 
Blues”] win, the same racist 
obsessions and insults re-emerge,” 
she said.       – AFP

Spain’s ex-PM draws criticism with 
‘xenophobic’ remark on French 

World Cup team

Participants run ahead of 
bulls from the La Palmosilla 
bull ranch during the sixth 
running of the bulls of 
the San Fermín festival in 
Pamplona, northern Spain, 
yesterday. Thousands of 
people every year attend 
the week-long festival and 
its famous ‘encierros’, or 
running of the bulls, in 
which six bulls are released 
at 8:00 a.m. every day to 
run from their corral to the 
bullring through the narrow 
streets of the old town over 
an 850-metre course while 
runners ahead of them try 
to stay close to the bulls 
without falling over or 
being gored.    – AFP
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MIAMI – Jude Bellingham has 

dragged England into the World 
Cup semi-finals but criticism from 
manager Thomas Tuchel of his side’s 
quality has sparked a fresh standoff 
between the pair before Wednesday’s 
showdown against Argentina.

In the searing Miami heat against 
Norway on Saturday, England wilted 
and by Tuchel’s own admission were 
“lucky” to escape an early flight home.

Bellingham rode to the Three 
Lions rescue by scoring twice, just as 
he did in a memorable 3-2 win over 
co-hosts Mexico six days previously, 
to paper over the cracks in England’s 
performance.

Norway believe Bellingham’s first 
goal should have been disallowed for 
the ball hitting a camera while in the 
air earlier in the move.

In their first ever World Cup 
quarter-final, a controversial VAR call 
also went against the Norwegians at 
1-1 in the second half when they had a 
goal ruled out for a push by star striker 
Erling Haaland before the ball entered 
play from a corner.

“Well done Bellingham and 
referee,” Haaland’s father and former 
Norwegian international Alf-Inge 
Haaland posted on social media.

Tuchel refused to bask in the glory 
of reaching just England’s fourth ever 
World Cup semi-final.

“We found a way into the last four. 
This is of course the most important 
but the analysing head of me and the 
football coach still thinks that we can 
and have played better football,” said 
the German coach.

“No one ever denies that you need 
luck to go far in tournament football,” 
he added. “It’s just the way I felt.”

‘Positive environment’
That analysis did not sit well 

with Bellingham after both sides 
were forced to endure 120 minutes in 
brutal conditions with high humidity 
aggravating the heat in south Florida.

Haaland was so exhausted he was 
even substituted in Norway’s moment 
of need in the second half of extra-time.

“Maybe he doesn’t know what 
it’s like to play in those kind of 
conditions,” came Bellingham’s 
riposte, seemingly taking aim at 
Tuchel’s limited playing career.

“I think we’ve tried to create a 
positive environment and we should 
continue that going into the final four.

“I can’t speak highly enough for 
the lads. You’re not going to win every 
game popping the ball and making a 
thousand passes. Sometimes you have 
to win dirty and we’ve done that again.”

It is not the first confrontation 
between the pair.

Bellingham’s place in the side was 
in doubt coming into the tournament.

A year ago Tuchel said even his own 
mother found some of Bellingham’s 
on-field antics “repulsive” and he could 
at times intimidate his own teammates.

The former Chelsea manager 
later apologised and his actions have 
spoken louder than words in building 
a team around Bellingham and captain 
Harry Kane.

Tuchel left two other contenders to 
be England’s number 10, Cole Palmer 
and Phil Foden, out of his squad, while 
Morgan Rogers has been reduced 
to a bit part role despite playing 
more minutes than Bellingham in 
qualifying.

That faith has more than been 
repaid as Bellingham and Kane have 
repeatedly produced big moments 
to keep their quest for a first major 
tournament win in 60 years alive.

Of England’s 13 goals in the 
tournament, they have combined to 
score 12.

“It’s pretty simple. Put Harry and 
Jude together and they will do the 
rest,” Tuchel said.

“We need to get better in 
attacking to also bring other players 
into position, but, of course, they 
are decisive players, they love the 
responsibility, the quality, they show 
up in decisive moments, so there’s 
nothing wrong with it.

“We don’t need to be sorry for 
that, that these two guys play for us 
and decide the matches for us. It’s 
impressive.”        – AFP

Bellingham drags England into World Cup 
semis but Tuchel demands more

Norway’s forward Erling Haaland (left) congratulates England’s midfielder Jude 
Bellingham (centre) as Norway’s midfielder Fredrik Aursnes looks on, after Bellingham 
scored his team’s second goal during the 2026 World Cup quarter-final match between 
Norway and England at Miami Stadium in Miami on Saturday.                      – AFP

KANSAS CITY - Argentina coach 
Lionel Scaloni insisted Wednesday’s 
heavyweight World Cup semi-final 
against England was “just a football 
game” after his side beat Switzerland 
3-1 in the last eight.

Alexis Mac Allister put the 
defending champions ahead early 
in Kansas City on Saturday but Dan 
Ndoye scored a deserved equaliser 
midway through the second half.

Disaster struck minutes later for 
Switzerland when Breel Embolo 
was shown a second yellow card for 
simulation, reducing them to 10 men.

Julian Alvarez broke Swiss hearts in 
the 112th minute before substitute Lautaro 
Martinez added a last-gasp third.

Argentina now turn their attention 
to the semi-final in Atlanta, which 
promises to be a tense encounter.

The history of matches between 
England and Argentina is peppered 
with flashpoints on the pitch, set 
against a lingering sovereignty 

dispute over the Falkland Islands, 
known in Spanish as the Malvinas, in 
the South Atlantic Ocean.

Britain sent a military taskforce 
in 1982 to reclaim the islands after 
Argentine troops invaded.

But Scaloni sought to put politics 
aside after Argentina’s victory at the 
Arrowhead Stadium.

“Look, this is a football game,” he 
said. “OK, so the message is this is a 
football game. That’s what I can say.

“It is a football game and we will be 
playing against a very tough opponent. 
They have an excellent coach and this 
is a football game and that’s all.”

The game against England comes 
40 years after a seismic encounter in 
the quarter-finals of the 1986 World 
Cup in Mexico.

Argentina secured a 2-1 victory 
at the Estadio Azteca with two 
goals from Diego Maradona - one 
the infamous “Hand of God” goal 
and the other a dazzling solo effort 

considered one of the best ever.
The teams have faced each other 

twice in World Cups since - Argentina 
won on penalties in 1998 while England 
gained revenge four years later.

Scaloni admitted the defending 
champions would have to improve after 
another tough test following gruelling 
3-2 wins over Cabo Verde and Egypt.

“We won because of our ambition 
- we didn’t want it to go to penalties,” 
he said. “It was more about the desire 
to win than the quality of play.”

He added: “We are in the semi-
finals, a privileged position in football 
that we might take for granted, but 
it’s not that easy.

“We have every reason to be 
happy, satisfied, and excited.

“Now we’re going for everything we 
can, right to the end, with every last ounce 
of strength and every last drop of sweat.

“If we pull it off, great. If not, 
we’re going to give it our all. Let 
there be no doubt about that.”  – AFP

David Legge
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa - When four-time World 

Cup winners Italy failed to qualify for the 2026 tournament, then 
head coach Gennaro Gattuso lamented that Africa had so many 
places at the global showcase.

“Africa deserves fewer World Cup slots,” he said, referring 
to the number of automatic qualifying places allocated to that 
continent rising from five to nine in an expanded 48-nation event.

It became 10 when the Democratic Republic of Congo won an 
inter-continental play-off and returned to the World Cup after 52 years.

Was Gattuso, a midfielder in the Italian 2006 World Cup-
winning team, correct? Was Africa over represented in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico?

Apart from a disastrous showing by Tunisia, who axed coach 
Sabri Lamouchi after their first group game and lost all three matches, 
African flag-bearers proved competitive, justifying their presence.

The other nine representatives reached the knockout stage, five 
as group runners-up. The other four were among the eight best 
third-placed teams.

That represents 90 percent success, the highest among the FIFA regions, 
followed by South America (83.33), Europe (81.25) and Asia (22.22).

Europe did surge to the fore in the knockout phase with six 
quarter-finalists. Africa and South America had one each.

African teams were less successful in the round of 32, with 
seven eliminated. Egypt made the round of 16 and Morocco 
became the first African team to reach the quarter-finals twice.

A worrying trend was conceding late goals, with star strikers Lionel 
Messi, Harry Kane and Erling Haaland among those benefitting.

Messi levelled as Argentina turned a two-goal deficit against 
Egypt into a 3-2 triumph. Kane struck twice as England edged DR 
Congo and Haaland netted the winner for Norway over Ivory Coast.

A spectacular collapse saw Senegal surrender a two-goal advantage 
with five minutes remaining against Belgium to lose after extra time.

Many Africans believed Senegal would be the best performers of 
the 10 qualifiers, but they flopped, losing three of four games and 
scraping into the round of 32 as the eighth best third-placed side.

In the aftermath of the Teranga Lions’ exit there were hints of 
internal strife. Midfielder Pape Gueye said he would not represent 
his country again until coach Pape Thiaw was dumped.

Dramatic turnaround
Egypt led Argentina 2-0, having had another goal controversially 

disallowed, with 12 minutes left. But a dramatic turnaround led to 
an Enzo Fernandez header giving the title-holders a 3-2 victory.

Losing coach Hossam Hassan speculated that the officiating 
team for the game, headed by French referee Francois Letexier, may 
have been subjected to “external pressure” to favour Argentina.

FIFA referees chief Pierluigi Collina responded: “Match 
officials make honest decisions and, just like players and coaches, 
they always try to do their best.”

TV analyst and former French star Thierry Henry said “African 
sides relax too early. People talk about talent and passion, but 
when they go two goals up, the focus drops.”

Co-analyst and ex-Sweden striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic added: 
“Several African teams that were leading found a way to lose. In 
a World Cup, that is not bad luck, that is bad game management.”

Morocco losing to France in the quarter-finals demonstrated 
that while African football is progressing, there is still a significant 
gap when facing the cream of Europe.

It took the Atlas Lions 83 minutes to have a shot on target and 
France goalkeeper Michael Maignan comfortably pushed away 
the speculative shot from Azzedine Ounahi.

There were no excuses from Morocco coach Mohamed 
Ouahbi: “France are a really great side... they have rarely had as 
much talent as they do now.”

Morocco have already qualified for the 2030 World Cup along 
with fellow hosts Portugal and Spain. A 115,000-seat stadium is 
being built near Casablanca with an eye to staging the final.

While Morocco went furthest, last-32 losers Cabo Verde 
enthralled millions of spectators and TV viewers, despite not 
winning any of their four matches.

The tiny archipelago off west Africa with a population of just 
over half a million people defied Spain in their opening match to 
force a 0-0 draw.

Goalkeeper Vozinha, 40, made a string of superb saves to foil 
one of the title favourites. The worldwide impact was stunning. 
His Instagram following soared from 50,000 to five million.

Cabo Verde equalised twice before losing 3-2 to Argentina in a 
last-32 tie and their second goal, a looping cross-cum-shot from Sidny 
Lopes Cabral, should be a contender for the best of the tournament.

– AFP

African results justify 
World Cup slots increase 

amid criticism

Argentina’s Scaloni says England World Cup 
semi ‘just a football game’



Luke Phillips

MONACO – Julien Alfred and 

Emmanuel Wanyonyi delivered 

two masterclasses with outstanding 

victories in a high-quality Diamond 

League meeting in Monaco on 

Friday that brought a raft of records.

Wanyonyi arguably produced 

the performance of a sultry evening 

at the Stade Louis II, clocking a 

world’s best in the men’s 1,000m, a 

non-Olympic event.

The world and Olympic 800m 

champion’s 2:11.83 took 0.13sec 

off the previous best set by his 

Kenyan compatriot Noah Ngeny in 

Rieti, Italy, back in 1999.

Wanyonyi turned on the 

afterburners with 200 metres to run, 

outpacing Britain’s Jake Wightman 

down the home straight.

“I want to thank the other 

athletes for pushing me to my 

limits,” the ever-modest Wanyonyi 

said, immediately dismissing any 

talk of a tilt at the 800m world 

record set by fellow Kenyan David 

Rudisha in winning Olympic gold 

in London in 2012.

Alfred produced a devastating 

final burst through the line to win 
the 200m in a stunning meet record 

of 21.51 seconds, bettering her own 

personal best by 0.20sec.

It left St Lucia’s Olympic 100m 

champion third in the all-time list for 

the 200m. Only American Florence 

Griffith Joyner and Jamaica’s 
Shericka Jackson have gone faster.

“I don’t care about my reaction 

time, I was first, that’s all that 
matters,” said Alfred.

“I looked at the clock and saw 

my time and that’s why I was 

screaming like at the Olympics.”

Reigning Olympic 200m 

champion Gabrielle Thomas of the 

US had to be content with third 

behind Alfred and Adaejah Hodge 

of the British Virgin Islands.

Oblique Seville, Jamaica’s 

current men’s world 100m champion, 

had no dramas in the blue-riband 

event, winning in 9.88sec ahead of 

American Jordan Anthony (9.92).

In his first competition on home 
turf, newly-minted Monaco resident 

Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplantis bettered 

his own meet record to win the pole 

vault with a best of 6.07m.

But there was no shot at a 16th 

world record, the US-born Swede 

failing three times at 6.15m.

The first of a raft of meet records 
was set in the women’s 400m by 

Olympic champion Marileidy 

Paulino, who produced a tremendous 

final kick to win in 48.67sec, her 
third victory of the season.

Project 5m launched
Botswana’s Busang Collen 

Kebinatshipi backed that up in 

the men’s one-lap race, clocking a 

Diamond League record of 43.44sec 

for an equally impressive win.

It left the Botswanan world 

champion, who celebrated with 

some press-ups, sixth equal on the 

all-time list.

“I did not expect myself to be 

fast like this,” said Kebinatshipi.

“We are just playing around and 

see how fast we can go towards the 

end of the season.”

His display was bettered moments 

before by Australia’s Olympic pole 

vault champion Nina Kennedy.

The Australian soared to an 

Oceania record of 4.95m, missing 

three attempts at 5.00m, to install 

herself as joint fifth in the all-time 
list headed by retired Russian 

Yelena Isinbayeva (5.06m).

“I genuinely believe that I can 

jump 5m and I know, if everything 

aligns, I can do it,” said Kennedy.

“I still have a lot of competitions 

for the rest of the season. It’s my 

goal. It’s my team’s goal - project 

5m is here!”

Olympic gold medallist Masai 

Russell of the US came out tops 

in a high-quality women’s 100m 

hurdles, clocking a meet record of 

12.20sec to continue her fine form.
Agnes Jebet Ngetich upstaged 

Faith Kipyegon to win the non-

Olympic event of the women’s 

3,000m, again in a meet record.

Ngetich clocked 8:08.55, the 

third fastest time ever run over the 

distance, as Kipyegon had to be 

happy with fourth spot.

Not to be outdone, Greece’s two-

time Olympic champion Miltiadis 

Tentoglou sailed out to another 

meet record, of 8.61m, to win the 

men’s long jump.      – AFP
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MotoGP

H O H E N S T E I N - E R N S T-

THAL, Germany – Marc Marquez 

won the Germany MotoGP Grand 

Prix yesterday as the Spaniard 

equalled Italian legend Giacomo 

Agostini’s record of 10 premier 

class wins on a single circuit.

The seven-time world 

champion started on pole as he 

glided to a dominant win at the 

Sachsenring, 1.996sec ahead of 

Aprilia-Trackhouse’s Ai Ogura in 

second with the Japanese rider’s 

Spanish teammate Raul Fernandez 

completing the podium.

Marquez, on his Ducati, also 

won Saturday’s sprint race to 

further cement his reputation as the 

‘King of the Ring’, as he moved to 

190 points at the halfway point of 

the 22-race season.

“(I’m) super, super happy. You 

know, it was a special weekend,” 

the 33-year-old said.

“I was super concentrated 

because... if I want to have any 

chance to win the championship, I 

need to attack here.

“It’s what we did these last 

races. And yes, super happy to 

achieve 10 victories in MotoGP 

class here in the Sachsenring.”

He has reignited his title 

challenge just before the summer 

break and is now firmly in 
contention to retain his crown, 

having closed the gap to 18 points 

behind his compatriot Jorge 

Martin, who finished fifth for 
Aprilia yesterday.

Spain’s Pedro Acosta of KTM 

finished fourth, ahead of Martin, 
with Italian Ducati rider Francesco 

Bagnaia in sixth after a fascinating 

tussle with the championship 

leader in the final laps.
In the early exchanges, Marc 

Marquez was locked in somewhat 

of a battle with his brother Alex 

Marquez, who started in second 

place, until the Ducati-Gresini 

rider slid off his bike on turn 13 

after 10 laps.

But from that moment on, 

anything other than a record-

equalling victory for Marc Marquez 

never seemed on the cards.

Ogura climbed to second in the 

overall standings on 194 points 

after battling past his teammate 

Fernandez to take second as the 

pair, who both started on the 

second row, took advantage of 

Alex Marquez and Fabio Di 

Giannantonio’s early falls.

“I’m so happy about today, (it’s 

turned out to be a) better Sunday 

than I expected,” Ogura said after 

Aprilia bikes took two of the 

podium spots at a track usually 

dominated by Ducati.

Fernandez echoed these 

sentiments, saying he “never 

thought that I would be able to make 

a podium here in Sachsenring, 

especially in MotoGP”.

Aprilia’s Marco Bezzecchi 

missed yesterday’s Grand Prix after 

fracturing his collarbone during 

qualifying on Saturday - the Italian 

now lies fourth in the standings.

MotoGP will return after the 

summer break for the British Grand 

Prix at Silverstone, beginning 

August 7.    – AFP

Ducati Lenovo Team’s Spanish rider Marc Marquez celebrates with an inflatable 
crown after winning the race of the MotoGP German motorcycle Grand Prix, in 
Hohenstein-Ernstthal near Chemnitz, eastern Germany yesterday.        – AFP

Marc Marquez cruises to Germany 
MotoGP victory, enters title 

Alfred goes 3rd in 200m all-time list, 
Wanyonyi smashes 1km mark

Kenya’s Simon Kiprop Koech, (from left to right) Greece’s Miltiadis Tentoglou, Cuba’s 
Leyanis Perez Hernandez, Sweden’s Armand Duplantis, Jamaica’s Oblique Seville 
and Switzerland’s Dominic Lokinyomo Lobalu stand on the podium with their medals 
at the end of the Diamond League athletics meeting at the Stade Louis II in Monaco 
on Friday.                   – AFP

USSEL, France 

– Cobbled classics 

specialist Mathieu van 

der Poel claimed his third Tour de 

France win yesterday with victory 

in the ninth stage, which was 

shortened due to intense heat.

The 31-year-old Dutchman, 

a former world champion, 

won a sprint amongst his three 

breakaway companions with 

Tobias Johannessen taking second 

and Tom Pidcock third.

“It was a super hard day. The 

start of the Tour was not great for 

our team, but I think, like always, 

we stayed calm,” he said.

“We have a really nice group here 

and we kept believing that it will turn 

around... but it’s really nice to go to 

the first rest day with a win.”
Having worked as a sprint lead-

out man for his Alpecin Premier Tech 

team-mate Jasper Philipsen - who had 

finished fourth and fifth in the sprint 
stages - in the previous two days, Van 

der Poel finally had a chance to go for 
a stage win for himself.

Reigning champion Tadej 

Pogacar came home in the chasing 

peloton six seconds behind the 

winner to maintain his lead in the 

overall standings ahead of today’s 

first rest day.
The four-time champion leads 

two-time winner Jonas Vingegaard 

by 2min 42sec with Mexican Isaac 

del Toro a further 45sec back.

Van der Poel, a three-time 

winner of both the Tour of Flanders 

and Paris-Roubaix - the two 

most important one-day cobbled 

classics - had previously won Tour 

stages in 2021 and 2025.

‘Horrible’ roads
This stage was shortened by 

around 30km due to a “red alert” 

weather warning in the central 

Correze region.

Temperatures once again 

reached close to 40C, although in 

parts on the stage it was nearer 30C.

There was a furious battle from 

the beginning of the 154.6km run 

from Malemort to Ussel to make it 

into the day’s breakaway.

It was not until about halfway 

through the stage that an eight-

man breakaway finally went clear 
on the steep 3.8km-long Suc au 

May climb.

The group never eked out a 

lead of more than a minute and a 

half but they worked well together.

Van der Poel then attacked out 

of that group with 25km left on the 

final categorised climb of the day, 
the 900m-long, and equally steep, 

Mont Bessou.

Only Norwegian Johannessen, 

Frenchman Alex Baudin and 

Briton Pidcock were able to 

follow and then it was a full-

throttle charge to the finish line 
with a 50-second lead over the 

significantly-reduced peloton.
The breakaway riders had plenty 

in the bag and even slowed down 

in the final kilometre in a cat-and-
mouse game before the final sprint.

But when Van der Poel 

launched that, it was clear that he 

would be too strong for the others.

“I was not so sure. I spent a lot 

of energy trying to keep the break 

alive,” he admitted.

“There was a lot of pressure 

from the bunch. The roads were 

horrible for a breakaway with a 

headwind the whole day.

“We fought for it and I’m 

happy to finish it off.”           – AFP

Van der Poel stays calm in the heat to win 
Tour de France stage nine
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Jérémy Tordjman
PARIS – Oscar-winning movie 

director Christopher Nolan has 
told AFP he believed the kind of 
movies he makes – big-budget 
action films shot mostly on location 
– would survive the spread of AI, 
a technology he says many people 
“disdain”.

The “Oppenheimer” and “The 
Dark Knight” director is promoting 
his latest blockbuster, an adaptation 
of the Greek epic “The Odyssey”.

“The interesting thing with AI is 
I’ve never seen a technology that’s 
been so successfully adopted by 
Wall Street and by investors and 
by tech companies that the public 
has so thoroughly rejected,” he told 
AFP in Paris.

“It’s just sort of an odd thing. 
Young people in particular, they 
coined this term ‘AI slop’,” he 
added. “There’s a sort of disdain for 
things AI.”

AI has been infused into business 
applications and online search 
services, and chatbots such as 
ChatGPT have been widely adopted, 
but the technology faces major 
pushback in the creative industries 
such as music, cinema and art.

“AI slop” refers to the flood of 
AI-generated text, video and audio 
content that has inundated social 
media in recent years.

AI claims are ‘nonsense’
“The Odyssey” has a reported 

budget of US$250 million, which 
enabled Nolan to travel to locations 
throughout the Mediterranean 

with a stellar cast that includes 
Matt Damon in the lead role as 
Odysseus, supported by Zendaya, 
Tom Holland, Robert Pattinson, and 
Anne Hathaway.

Nolan has been attacked by Elon 
Musk and other far-right figures 
for casting black actress Lupita 
Nyong’o as Helen of Troy, who 
in Greek mythology was the most 
beautiful woman in the world.

The British-American director, 
who once again makes use of spectac-
ular special effects in “The Odyssey”, 
added that he expected AI to result in 
some useful “imaging tools”.

“But I think the idea that it 
replaces human beings wholesale 
and human creativity, to me it’s a 
nonsense,” he added.

The AI industry has touted 
the potential of the technology to 
replace actors, writers and camera 
operators – claims that have spread 
panic in movie-making circles, 
though also plenty of scepticism.

It was one of the issues behind 
a huge strike in Hollywood in 2023 
that shuttered productions and cost 
studios billions of US dollars.

“The Odyssey” is an Ancient 
Greek poem believed to have been 
written by Homer that is considered 
a cornerstone of Western literature 
and reputed to be one of the finest 
stories ever created.

It recounts the titular hero’s 
10-year quest to return home 
from war and includes some of 
the most famous Ancient Greek 
myths, including one-eyed monster 
Cyclops and the Sirens.      – AFP

People ‘disdain’ AI, says Christopher Nolan

(From left to right) English actor Tom Holland, British-American filmmaker Christopher Nolan and US actor Matt Damon pose 
upon arrival to attend the red carpet for the premiere of their film ‘The Odyssey’ in Mumbai on Saturday.   – AFP 

NEW YORK – Several major 
music industry organisations 
on Friday unveiled a labelling 
system for content created with 
generative artificial intelligence 
(AI) that they would like to see 
widely adopted.

The International Federa-
tion of the Phonographic Industry 
(IFPI) and the Recording Industry 
Association of America (RIAA) 
announced the voluntary labels 
alongside six other groups includ-
ing the Grammys.

“Fans want to know whether 
and how generative AI has been 
used,” the chief executives of 
IFPI and RIAA said in a prepared 
statement.

“These labels will provide 
an immediately understandable 
and easily scalable approach to 
transparency.”

They unveiled two labels. The 
first would indicate music that is 
primarily “AI-generated” – cases 
where AI “was used to generate 
the entirety or the primary portion 

of the creative elements of the 
recording.”

This includes tracks generated 
“entirely” from AI prompts, as well 
as lead vocals and “key” instrumen-
tal tracks that are AI-generated, 
according to the statement.

The second label applies to “AI-
assisted” music recording which are 
still “created substantially by humans 
and expresses human creativity” but 
contain “some expressive elements” 
that were generated with AI.

However, humans must 
perform the lead vocals and 
primary instrumental tracks.

This voluntary labelling system is 
designed for “broad, global adoption,” 
including on streaming services.

Music streaming site Deezer 
systematically flags tracks gener-
ated with AI, which the company 
recently said appear in close to half 
of new uploads. In June, it launched 
an “AI music detector” which it said 
is 99.8 percent accurate.

Earlier this year, an Apple 
Music executive told Billboard that 

more than one third of new uploads 
were entirely created with AI.

The Digital Media Association, 
a trade group representing 
streaming companies including 
Apple Music, Amazon and Spotify, 
said it was following the labelling 
announcement closely and looks 
forward to receiving more detailed 
and accurate AI metadata as a 
way to “strengthen our ability to 
give fans the transparency they 
deserve.”

“DIMA has long advocated 
for the creators, owners, and 
distributors of music to provide 
accurate and timely metadata on 
all music released and distributed 
to streaming services,” the 
association’s CEO Graham Davies 
said in a statement.

In April, Spotify launched 
a “Verified by Spotify” label to 
signal that users can “trust the 
authenticity” of an artist, and last 
year the company announced new 
efforts to support AI disclosure and 
combat impersonation.         – AFP

Music industry launches AI-generated 
content labels

PRAGUE – “Fruit Gathering” 
by Myanmar director Aung Phyoe 
won the Crystal Globe award at the 
Karlovy Vary film festival in the 
Czech Republic on Saturday, the 
organisers said.

Co-produced by Myanmar, the 
Czech Republic and France, the 
film tells the story of a love affair 
between two young women working 
at a textile factory in Yangon.

“In a captivating rhythm that 
oscillates between tenderness and 
harshness, the film explores how 
women’s desires survive in a coun-
try where intimacy and love between 
women remain socially unaccept-
able,” said the festival guide.

US actor Dustin Hoffman, the 

88-year-old winner of two Oscars 
for “Kramer vs. Kramer” and “Rain 
Man”, received a Crystal Globe for 
“outstanding artistic contribution to 
world cinema”.

Juliette Binoche, an Oscar-
winning French actress known 
for “The English Patient” and 
“Chocolat”, received the same award 
at the 60th edition of the festival.

So did US cinematographer 
Robert Richardson, an Academy 
Award winner for “JFK”, “The 
Aviator” and “Hugo”.

The festival held in the spa city 
of Karlovy Vary on July 3-11 offered 
472 screenings of 179 films, selling 
132,553 tickets, the organisers said.

– AFP

NEW YORK – Taylor Swift 
paid US$160,000 for a New 
York City permit to hold her 
blockbuster wedding with NFL 
star Travis Kelce at Madison 
Square Garden this month, Mayor 
Zohran Mamdani said Friday.

Mamdani told reporters that 
the billionaire pop singer covered 
the bill for this month’s star-
studded extravaganza, when asked 

if Swift would pay back the city 
for police overtime related to the 
ceremony.

“Taylor Swift has paid 
already the cost of the permit 
that was lodged, which was over 
US$160,000 for that event and 
for the response to that event,” 
Mamdani said.

Swift’s wedding, which took 
place over two days in Manhattan, 

drew hundreds of celebrities and 
involved a large deployment of 
police officers who shut down 
streets surrounding the huge 
indoor arena.

The total cost of the event is 
unknown, but Forbes magazine 
estimated that it exceeded US$20 
million. The couple also donated 
US$26 million to several charities 
before tying the knot.  – AFP

Taylor Swift paid US$160,000 for New York 
wedding permit: mayor

Myanmar film wins top prize 
at Czech festival
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A Colombian fan holds a sign ahead of the 2026 World Cup quarter-final between 
Argentina and Switzerland at the Kansas City Stadium in Kansas City on Saturday.  
                                       – AFP

A fan is seen before the quarter final between Norway and England at the 
2026 FIFA World Cup at the Miami Stadium in Miami, on Saturday. – Xinhua

A fan is seen before the quarter final between Norway and England at the 
2026 FIFA World Cup at the Miami Stadium in Miami, on Saturday. 

– Xinhua

An Argentina fan holds a sign referring to Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi 
while waiting for the start of the 2026 World Cup quarter-final against 
Switzerland at the Kansas City Stadium in Kansas City on Saturday.     – AFP

A photo of the new official competition footballs for the semi-finals sitting in 
the pitch at a Spain training session in the at the Cotton Bowl Stadium in Dallas 
yesterday, during the 2026 World Cup.             – AFP

An England fan wipes away tears while celebrating his team’s victory during the 2026 
World Cup quarter-final against Norway at Miami Stadium in Miami on Saturday. – AFP


