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46 bids for 14 taxi-operating

company licences accepted
Top bid of 6.23 million patacas — 1 bid axed
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Fujian shoe factory fire
kills at least 28 people

JINJIANG, Fujian — A fire
that tore through a shoe factory in
Fujian Province yesterday killed at
least 28 people, state media said,
with more than 500 fire and rescue
personnel racing against time to
extinguish the blaze.

Hours after the fire broke
out at the Huiteng Shoes factory
around noon, authorities feared
people were still trapped inside the
building in Jinjiang city.

President Xi Jinping said the
fire resulted in “heavy human
losses”, with Xinhua later citing a
preliminary toll of 28 dead.

Footage shared by state
television CCTV showed firefighters
dousing the facade and interior of a

large, multi-storey white building
with fire hoses, as thick black smoke
billowed out of broken windows.

People could be seen taking
refuge near the windows and on the
roof of the building, while the blaze
raged in the lower floors.

CCTV said 500 firefighters and
other emergency personnel were on
the scene.

“The cause of the accident should
be identified as soon as possible and...
those responsible must be strictly held
accountable,” Xi said, in remarks
carried by Xinhua. (More on p.7)

The company owner and several
others have been detained, Xinhua
reported. Authorities have also frozen
the company’s accounts.— AF'P, MPD

Tony Wong

The Transport Bureau (DSAT)
announced in a statement last night that
by the submission deadline of 5:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, it had received 47 bids
for its public tender for the granting of
14 new eight-year company licences
each of which will be allowed to
operate up to 50 common taxis.

The statement said that after
DSAT officials unsealed the 47 sub-
mitted bids and assessed their valid-
ity and eligibility in a meeting yes-
terday, the bureau decided to accept
46 of them, while it rejected one.

According to the statement, the
prices offered by the 46 accepted
bids range between 2.5 million
patacas and 6.23 million patacas.
The government set the minimum
bid at 2.5 million patacas.

The granting of the 14 new
company licences will enable up to
700 new taxis to serve the city.

Common taxis — as opposed to
special radio taxis — are colloquially
known as “black taxis” (“hak dik”

in Cantonese), as the colour of the
common taxis is black.

Currently, the city’s common
taxis are either operated by licenced
individuals or companies.

The tender for the 14 company
licences was launched on June 3.
Potential bidders were required to
submit their tenders by 5:00 p.m. on
Wednesday this week.

According to the current law
regulating the city’s taxi sector,
which took effect in June 2019, only
companies are allowed to bid for a
licence to operate common taxis.
Before the current taxi law came
into force, common taxi-vehicle
licences were granted to individuals.

According to the current taxi
law, a single company is only
allowed to hold up to 300 taxi-
vehicle licences. A company must
have a minimum capital of five
million patacas to bid for a licence
to operate common taxis. Only
locally-registered companies are
allowed to bid for the licences.
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The ongoing tender process for
the 14 licences, which was launched
early last month, is the second
tender since the current taxi law
took effect in 2019.

The ongoing public tender will
grant new licences valid for eight
years to 14 companies to operate
common taxis. Each winner can
apply to operate up to 50 taxis.
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One revolver, 6 bullets: Turkish Florida airport renamed ‘Trump’in Venezuelan president asks King
president’s ‘'unusual’ gift to NATO leaders : latest push to expand his brand Charles to release frozen gold assets

What does a world leader do with a gun and six bullets? A Florida airport was renamed after Donald Trump Venezuela’s interim president, Delcy Rodriguez, said on
That was the conundrum NATO leaders faced after the : yesterday accelerating a push by the US president and Wednesday she had asked Britain’s King Charles to release about
Turkish president offered them each a revolver after the : supporters to plaster his name and image on everything from 30 tonnes of Venezuelan gold frozen under UK sanctions so it
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Al summit aims to boost local financial & technology sectors

Ida Cheong

The “Al-Era Optical Communication and
Optical Interconnect Industry Investment
Summit” concluded at Grand Hyatt Macau
yesterday, with the aim of reinforcing
technology and financial-industry exchanges
and cooperation across Guangdong, Hong
Kong, and Macau, while driving innovation
in the local modern financial sector and
supporting the city’s appropriate economic
diversification, according to a statement by
the organiser Haitong International Securities
Group Limited.

The one-day summit covered policy
frameworks, macroeconomic trends, cutting-
edge technologies, and industrial investment,
attracting over 100 participants from financial
institutions, leading technology enterprises,
and industry experts.

Commerce and Investment Promotion
Institute  (IPIM) President Che Weng
Keong noted in a speech during yesterday’s
opening ceremony of the summit that optical
communication and optical interconnect
technologies* hold immense market potential
in the Al era and new avenues for collaborative
industrial development across the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Che said that leveraging the “One
Country, Two Systems” framework that
enables internal connectivity and external
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Commerce and Investment Promotlon Instltute (IPIM) President Che Weng Keong (front row, fifth from left) and other attendees pose for a group photo during the
opening ceremony for “Al-Era Optical Communication and Optical Interconnect Industry Investment Summit” at Grand Hyatt Macau yesterday. —Photo: Ida Cheong

outreach, while closely aligning with the new
“Macau+ Hengqin” positioning, will facilitate
the settlement of more high-quality high-
tech projects in Macau, promote effective
alignment between technological innovation
and capital, and support enterprises in both
“going global” and “bringing in”.
Meanwhile, the local government has
announced plans to establish a government-
guided fund this year, with an expected
allocation of 20 billion patacas, Che said,
adding that the fund aims to leverage
public capital to attract and channel private
investment into priority industries and

projects, support the commercialisation of
scientific research, nurture ecarly-stage tech
startups, and drive industrial upgrading and
transformation.

Che pointed out that after the official
inauguration of the Macao International
Science and Technology Industry Centre
last month, it will serve as an industrial
carrier and international service platform
for tech enterprises, innovation projects, and
investment institutions, aiming to build a
pipeline of quality enterprises for the city’s
planned Macao Science and Technology
Research and Development Industrial Park,

Diesel subsidy scheme ends today

Ida Cheong

The statement noted that due to

Macau’s overall

inflation levels

facilitating the settlement and growth of
high-quality projects in key sectors such as
biomedicine, digital technology, integrated
circuits, and aerospace technology. ®

* Optical interconnect technology refers
to the use of light (optical signals) instead
of electricity to transmit data between
different components within a computing or
communication system. Instead of traditional
copper wires and electronic circuitry, these
systems utilise light sources (like lasers or
LEDs), optical waveguides (like fiber optics
or silicon channels), and photodetectors to
route data. — Gemini

SMG predicts hotter weather
ahead, temperatures torise

Considering the recent stabilisita-
tion of the international geopolitical
situation and following a comprehen-
sive analysis and consideration of the
prudent use of public finances, the
Macau Economic and Technologi-
cal Development Bureau (DSEDT)
announced in a statement on Wednes-
day that the government’s diesel sub-
sidy scheme ends at 23:59 today.

global fuel price volatility triggered
by international geopolitical tensions,
the local government launched two-
month subsidy initiatives on May 11
and May 26 respectively, providing
a diesel subsidy of 3.30 patacas per
litre, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
at 2.55 patacas per kg, and petrol
at 1.50 patacas per litre, with each
subsidy covering around 60 percent

Meanwhile, a subsidy pro-
gramme for liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) and petrol will end on July 25.

of the price increases for the three
types of fuel.
Preliminary data indicates that

This undated handout photo provided by the Macao Economic and Technological
Development Bureau (DSEDT) on Wednesday shows a member of its fuel monitoring
team (left) inspecting prices at a local petrol station.
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remained moderate throughout May
and last month, the statement said,
adding that the scheme has achieved
its anticipated goals of alleviating
fuel cost pressures on the industrial
and commercial sectors, while
maintaining the stability of consumer
prices for daily necessities.

According to the Statistics and
Census Bureau (DSEC), the Com-
posite Consumer Price Index (CPI)
for May rose by 1.43 percent year-
on-year and 0.17 percent month-on-
month. For the 12 months ended May,
the average Composite CPI grew by
0.71 percent from the previous period
(June 2024 — May 2025).

The government has also
urged the fuel supply sector to
“reasonably” adjust local retail fuel
prices in a timely manner according
to international oil price trends,
thereby responding to the demands
of the overall business sector and
the expectations of civil society, the
statement said.

Additionally, the authorities
will  continue to  strengthen
communication with the fuel supply
sector, closely monitor and collect
data on fuel price fluctuations,
and conduct analytical supervision
to coordinate with suppliers in
stabilising local fuel prices and
supply, the statement added.

The government’s interdepart-
mental fuel monitoring team will
continue to oversee the implementa-
tion of the scheme, the statement said,
adding that an independent third-
party auditor has been commissioned
to inspect, audit, and verify relevant
sales data, receipts and records to
ensure that the subsidy funds are
used correctly and reasonably. If any
fraudulent sales records are detected,
criminal liability will be pursued in
accordance with the law. m

up to 35°C tomorrow

Rui Pastorin

The local observatory an-
nounced on its website yesterday
that the city is set to experience
high temperatures in the next few
days, warning against heatstroke.

Accordingly, the Meteoro-
logical and Geophysical Bureau
(SMG) has issued its Yellow hot
weather alert, the lower of its
two-level hot weather alert warn-
ing system, indicating “very hot”
weather in the city.

The highest level is Orange,

which indicates that it is
“extremely hot in Macau”.

The statement noted that
temperatures are expected to

go up to 33 degrees or above in
some areas. It is expected to be
even higher on Saturday, possibly
going up to 35 degrees Celsius,
as noted on the website’s 7-day
weather forecast.

With the rise in temperatures,
advice has again been issued for
members of the public to follow
to safely beat the heat.

Meanwhile, a joint statement
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by the Social Welfare Bureau
(IAS) and the Health Bureau
(SSM) late last month announced
that 36 social service facilities
across Macau have set up cooling
and hydration stations until
August 31.

The statement, which high-
lighted cross-departmental col-
laboration and tackling the health
threats that Macau’s sustained hot
weather may pose to members of
the public, noted that the facilities
include family and community
service agencies, senior citizen
wellness centres, and day centres.

According to the statement, the
stations provide air conditioning,
drinking water, or electrolyte
drinks for those in need.

Meanwhile, blood pressure
monitors and thermometers,
among other health monitoring
and checking tools, are also
available to use free of charge,
the statement said, adding that
staff will assist users in referring
those feeling unwell to medical
services. B
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Screenshot courtesy of windy.com forecasting Macau’s temperature for Sunday
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Manulife marks 30 years in Macau with retirement
milestone, customer lucky draw

Khalel Vallo

Manulife Macau celebrated yesterday at
Grand Lisboa Palace in Cotai its 30 years of
operations in Macau and the first anniversary
of its participation in the city’s Non-Mandatory
Central Provident Fund (CPF) System, while
launching a citywide lucky draw for customers.

The twin milestones reflect its long-term
commitment to helping Macau residents
strengthen their financial resilience through
insurance, health protection and retirement
planning. Since entering the Macau market in
1996, Manulife said it has expanded its insurance
and retirement offerings while investing in
customer services through both physical and
digital channels.

Ivan Chan (%5 %), chief distribution officer
of Manulife Hong Kong and Macau, said that
the company remains committed to supporting
customers at every stage of life. “Over the past
three decades, Manulife has grown alongside
Macau, building lasting relationships with
customers and the community”, Chan said,
adding that the company would continue to
strengthen its capabilities, broaden access to
its services and provide “holistic, high-quality

solutions” through its agency, bancassurance*
and brokerage channels.

Meanwhile, Louisa Li (ZEWi%%), head of
Macau Branch Manulife (International) Limited,
said that Macau remains an important market for
the company. “Our continued investments reflect
our long-term commitment to Macau’s future
and our continued support for the advancement
of the local financial services industry and its
talent pool”, Li said.

The company noted in a statement yesterday
that Macau’s ageing population has increased
demand for retirement planning. Citing market
statistics, Manulife said that around 40 percent
of the workforce now participates in private
pension schemes and the CPF System, while
the number of provident fund schemes grew by
about 6.0 percent year on year in the first quarter
of this year.

Moreover, Jeanie Ho (i[¥%14), head of Hong
Kong and Macau Retirement, said the trend reflects
increasing public awareness of retirement planning.
“We are committed to expanding innovative
retirement solutions to meet the evolving needs of
residents”, she said, adding that Manulife currently
offers 10 pension funds, including healthcare-

and technology-focused funds that, she said, are
“unique” in Macau’s pension market.

In order to commemorate its 30™ anniversary,
Manulife has launched a citywide lucky draw
running from yesterday through November
10, the statement noted. Eligible customers
who purchase designated insurance plans and
complete online registration can enter to win
prizes including a ZEEKR X electric vehicle,
physical gold, hotel gift cards, travel vouchers
and supermarket e-vouchers.

Manulife Financial Corporation is a Canadian
multinational insurance company and financial
services provider. Headquartered in Toronto,
it is Canada’s largest insurer and ranks among
the largest life insurance and asset management
companies globally, according to The Canadian
Encyclopedia. It was founded in 1887 as
Manufacturers Life Insurance Company Inc. B

* Bancassurance is a strategic partnership
where a bank and an insurance company
collaborate to sell insurance products directly
to bank customers. Trained bank staff act as
agents to offer these policies, providing a
convenient ‘“one-stop-shop” for both banking
and insurance needs. — Gemini

Manulife Hong Kong and Macau Manulife
Chief Distribution Officer Ivan Chan (1575 )
addresses yesterday’s 30" anniversary and
the first year of its participation in Macau’s
CPF System at Grand Lisboa Palace in
Cotai. - Photo: Khalel Vallo

Carnival aims to promote science education, communlty economy

Armindo Neves

The Macau Central and Southern District
Industry and Commerce Federation hosted
the opening ceremony of its four-day
carnival at the Macao Science Centre (MSC)
in Nape yesterday.

The carnival, sponsored by the Macau
Government Tourism Office (MGTO), is
called “2026 Central and Southern District
Waterfront Exploration Carnival”.

Manuel Iok Pui Ferreira, director of the
federation, said in a speech that the carnival
aligns with the government’s appropriate
economic diversification strategy. With
eight game booths and creative workshops,
the event aims to promote the integration of
science education and community economic
development, Ferreira said.

According to a statement released during
the ceremony, participants who complete the
games will receive 10-pataca e-vouchers and
tickets to the Macao Science Centre. Ferreira
said that 3,000 e-vouchers are available.

The carnival is intended to channel
tourists, including foreign and family
visitors, to small- and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) in the peninsula’s central
and southern districts, injecting new vitality
into the old city centre.

The statement added that the e-vouchers
can be used at designated businesses with
a minimum spending of 20 patacas per
voucher. While the e-voucher collection

Macau martial artists clinch
another silver at TWC

Armindo Neves
The Wushu General Association of
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Macau Central and Southern District Industry and Commerce Federation Director Manuel lok

Pui Ferreira addresses yesterday’s opening ceremony at Macao Science Centre (MSC) in Nape.

Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) Director Maria
Helena de Senna Fernandes speaks to reporters at Macao
Science Centre (MSC) in Nape yesterday.

- Photos: Armindo Neves

period ends this Sunday, the vouchers remain
valid until July 19. The carnival also comes
to an end on Sunday, taking place from
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. daily.

MGTO Director Maria Helena de Senna
Fernandes told reporters on the sidelines of
the ceremony that tourist numbers in May
and June saw a slight slowdown. This, she
said, was due to the school exam season,
rising fuel prices, and the 2026 FIFA World
Cup; however, Senna Fernandes said she
expects a rebound this and next month.

She noted that MGTO has been promoting
Macau in various markets and has partnered
with payment platforms to launch special

Taolu (B ) is a pre-arranged sequence

Macau announced in a statement on Wednes-
day that local martial artists clinched another
silver at the Taolu World Cup (TWC).

The event was hosted by the
International Wushu Federation at Haikou
city in Hainan province, which concluded
yesterday, while the competition was
completed on Wednesday.

The Macau team won a total 5 of medals
one gold, three silver and one bronze at the
competition.

of offensive and defensive techniques linked
together in a continuous flow. It simulates a
fight against multiple imaginary opponents.

According to the statement, Wong Sam
In won the silver medal in the women’s
Nandao (¥4 JJ) event with a score of 9.446.

According to DeepSeck, Nandao (“South-
ern Sabre”) is a short-handled, single-edged
sabre and features a prominent handguard
(often bell-shaped or cup-shaped) and a long
red tassel (or ribbon) attached to the pommel.
The blade is usually slightly curved. m

offers aimed at attracting visitors. In the future,
the office will strengthen coordination with
Shenzhen and Guangzhou airports to promote
multi-destination itineraries, she said.

In response to enquiries regarding the
proposal to streamline the government’s
administrative system for licensing or
granting permits for paid photography and
filming services, she said the aim was to
promote the healthy development of the
industry through appropriate regulations
while responding to the needs of emerging
tourism models.

According to Monday’s report by the
Post, the government launched a 45-day

2@

public consultation on Monday about its
proposal to streamline its administrative
system for licensing or granting permits for
various types of businesses.

The government proposes to launch
a new registration system for businesses
where individuals provide paid photography
and filming services at tourist attractions, a
type of business currently not subject to any
official regulations. The document proposes
that only local residents will be eligible to
register to run this type of photo-taking
and filming businesses, with the aim of
preventing non-locals’ illegal provision of
such services. B
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Wushu Shines in Hainan
Haémcwy COnnects the W( yld

Macau Wushu Team medal winners Kuong Chi Hin (fourth from right), Sou Cho Man (fifth from left), Chan Chi
Ngou (third from right), Sung Chi Kuan (fourth from left) and Wong Sam In (third from left) pose with their team
members during the Taolu World Cup at Haikou City in Hainan Province on Wednesday.

- Photo: Wushu General Association of Macau




Sands China garners 14 awards at

‘Employee Experience Awards HK 2026’

Rui Pastorin

Sands China recently garnered
14 awards, including the “Employee
Experience Awards Grand Winner”, at the
Employee Experience Awards Hong Kong
2026, being the company with the most
awards this year “among many notable
organisations from different sectors”,
the integrated resort operator said in a
statement earlier this week.

The “Employee Experience Awards”
was established by Human Resources
Online, a human resources platform in Asia,
and is the region’s only peer-reviewed HR
awards programme exclusively focused on
employee experience.

The awards Sands China received, the
statement said, recognise the company’s
“comprehensive, effective, and innovative
human resources strategy”.

The  accolades  comprise  the
“Employee Experience Awards Grand
Winner”, the “Triple Crown of Employee
Excellence”, four gold awards, seven
silver awards, and one bronze award.

The statement quoted Sands China
Senior Vice President of Human Resources
Paulo Cheong (5R[#E) as saying: “We
are deeply honoured to receive 14 awards,
including the Grand Winner title, at the

lt'unurmt_!{‘f

Sands China Ltd. Senior Vice President of Human Resources Paulo Cheong (centre) poses with
other representatives at the recently-held Employee Experience Awards Hong Kong 2026.
- Photo: Sands China

Employee Experience Awards Hong
Kong this year. This recognition not only
reflects the remarkable outcomes of our
well-rounded human resources strategy,
but also serves as encouragement and
motivation for us to continue progressing
and fostering talent for Macau”.

Cheong added that the company
will continue to launch “effective and
outstanding human resources initiatives
to support team members’ growth while

also contributing to the high-quality
development of Macau talent and the city’s
appropriate economic diversification.”

Sands China is Macau’s largest private
employer, having over 28,000 staff
members, with more than half working
for the company for a decade or longer,
the statement said. The company was also
recently awarded the “Top Employer”
certification by the Top Employer Institute
for the second consecutive year.

Rui Pastorin

15 Macao Orchestra musicians.

Lisboa Palace (GLP) in Cotai.

MGM'’s Bar Patua to host ‘Traveler’s Whisper’ gu

Showcasing Taiwanese cocktails, the event lineup i
will comprise Summer Chen, co-founder of Vender,
ranked No. 20 in Asia’s 50 Best Bars 2025; Mars
Chang, founder of To Infinity and Beyond, ranked
No. 41; Nono Yu, co-founder of The Han-Jia Pairing
Dinner, ranked No. 59; and Juliette Lai, manager of

Rui Pastorin

Bar Patua at MGM COTAI will again be hosting
its Traveler’s Whisper guest mixologist series, with
the event taking place on July 27 and 29, according to
a statement yesterday from integrated resort operator

MGM.

The statement said that the event will feature
acclaimed bartenders from China’s Taiwan region
and Seoul, whose bars have been recognised by the

Asia’s 50 Best Bars list.

The “Traveler’s Whisper at Bar Patua: Letter
#6” on July 27 will be themed “Formosa Medley”
and will feature four acclaimed bars from Taipei,
Taichung, Kaohsiung and Tainan, bringing with them

their “signature flavour philosophies”.
“Formosa”

The two-day “Summer Vibes” Flash
Mob was held at Grand Lisboa Palace
(GLP) in Cotai last weekend, with the
event featuring live performances from

This photo provided by SJM Resorts on Tuesday shows members of the Macao Orchestra
as audience members look on during the recent “Summer Vibes” Flash Mob at Grand

(“Beautiful”) is the
Portuguese name of China’s Taiwan region.

2-day ‘Summer Vibes’ Flash Mob at GLP draws 700 people

Performances were held at the inte-
grated resort’s atrium, with each lasting
30 minutes. According to a statement
from SJIM Resorts on Tuesday, the flash
mob, which drew 700 music lovers from
the Greater Bay Area (GBA) and beyond,

MALTAIL, ranked No. 75.

on The World’s 50 Best Bars.
historical

Meanwhile, on July 29, a three-cocktail menu “craft-
ed with traditional Korean spirits and whisky, alongside
regional ingredients and cultural inspirations” will be
presented by Seoul’s Bar Cham (£ Cham) founder and
head mixologists Byungjin Lim and Yeonghwi Yun
(Hwi). Their bar sits ranked No. 6 in Asia’s 50 Best
Bars 2025 for the sixth consecutive year and No. 53

was part of the integrated resort opera-
tor’s “summer activations” and provided
“an engaging way to embrace the spirit
of summer, while showcasing the city’s
rich cultural heritage and contributing to
its development as a ‘City of Performing
Arts™.

Performances brought together a
selection of Emmy and Academy Award-
winning productions alongside classical
compositions, including excerpts from
“A Puccini Trilogy,” music from the
science fiction and horror television series
“Stranger Things,” the Brazilian choro
classic “Tico-Tico,” and “Golden” from
“K-Pop Demon Hunters”, among others.

The statement added that the event
reflected “SJM’s continued commitment to
advancing ‘Tourism + Performing Arts’ and
enriching the seasonal offering” at GLP.
The statement also highlighted the other
recently-held events at the integrated resort,
with each catering to guests of all ages.

Both events will take place from 9:00 p.m. on their -
respective dates. For details, visit www.mgm.mo.

est mixologist series

This undated handout photo provided MGM yesterday shows Bar Patua.
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‘House of
Dancing Water’ to
launch backstage
tour this month

Khalel Vallo

Integrated resort City of Dreams (COD) will
launch a new backstage tour of its signature production
“House of Dancing Water” next Wednesday, giving
visitors exclusive access to the inner workings of the
internationally acclaimed aquatic show, according to a
statement by COD on Wednesday.

The new “House of Dancing Water Show &
Backstage Tour Package” will take guests behind the
scenes of the production, offering a closer look at the
technology, craftsmanship and personnel that bring the
performance to life.

The tour, which lasts around 30 minutes, will begin
in the theatre’s VVIP box or Golden Circle seating area
before taking visitors to normally restricted backstage
locations, including the underground diving area where
professional divers and maintenance teams prepare for
performances, the statement said, adding that guests
will also learn how major stage props, including the
Golden Boat and Dream Pagoda, operate and visit the
show’s 17-million-litre performance pool, equivalent
to more than five Olympic-sized swimming pools.

One of the highlights of the experience is access
to an 18-metre-high platform above the stage, where
visitors can enjoy the performers’ perspective of the
theatre while learning about the intensive training, rapid
costume changes and backstage coordination required
for each performance, according to the statement.

The backstage tour is only available on the dates
that have two shows, with tickets priced at 500 patacas
per person, while show-and-tour packages start from
888 patacas, the statement said, adding that participants
must be aged at least 12, and those under 18 must be
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

T =

This undated handout photo provided by City of Dreams
(COD) on Wednesday shows two crew members operating
behind the scenes of the “House of Dancing Water” at the
eponymous integrated resort in Cotai.
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July 9, 2026 Statement by Lower Court of the MSAR

First national security case pre-trial complete, transferred to Lower Court for scheduling

The Criminal Preliminary Investigation Court of the
Lower Court (TJB) on July 2 heard a pre-trial application

filed by suspect Au Kam San regarding the indictment
brought against him by the Public Prosecutions Office

(MP).

During the pre-trial proceedings, due to the necessity
of protecting national security interests and following
a binding review opinion issued by the Committee for
Safeguarding National Security of the Macao Special
Administrative Region (MSAR), the pre-trial judge

Local businessman defrauds
banks of 620,000 patacas
with bogus credit-card
transactions: police

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the credit card fraud suspect to a PJ vehicle

outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.

Tony Wong

The Judiciary Police (PJ) have
cracked a case of computer fraud
and money laundering involving
point-of-sale  (POS) terminals,
arresting a local businessman.
The case involved using overseas
credit card details to conduct
fraudulent transactions, with the
man defrauding card-issuing banks
of about 620,000 patacas through
bogus transactions made via the
POS terminals.

The case was announced by
PJ spokeswoman Leong Sok Man
during a special press conference
yesterday.

The suspect is a 39-year-old
male named Wong.

In April last year, the Judiciary
Police received a suspected money
laundering case referred by the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP),
which had originally been flagged
by the government’s Financial
Intelligence Office (GIF).

Leong said that the Financial
Intelligence Office had received
reports from two local banks stating
that a number of local merchants
had used POS terminals to process
55 abnormal transactions linked
to overseas credit cards. The
transactions involved 39 overseas
credit cards and amounted to
205,658 patacas. Because most
of these transactions were made
outside business hours, the banks
considered them suspicious and
reported the matter to the Financial
Intelligence Office.
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Following an investigation, the
PJ identified Wong as the suspect.
Investigators found that Wong had
used three companies registered
under his name — a coffee shop, a
food processing plant, and a catering
company — to apply for POS terminals
from four local banks, ostensibly for
business payment collection.

Between November 2024 and
January 2025, Wong used a large
volume of foreign credit card data,
obtained through illegal means, to
conduct bogus transactions on the
POS terminals outside business
hours. During this period, a total
of 311 transactions were attempted.
While 213 of these failed, involving
a total amount of 2.88 million

patacas, 98 transactions were
successful,  totalling 623,253
patacas, according to Leong

The 623,253 patacas from

the successful transactions were
settled by the banks and transferred
into the bank accounts of Wong’s
businesses. Wong then withdrew
some of the ill-gotten money in cash
and transferred the rest into other
bank accounts.

The Judiciary Police were still
tracing the flow of the illicit funds
at the time of yesterday’s press
conference.

PJ officers searched Wong’s
flat and his business premises on
Wednesday and arrested him.

Wong has been transferred to
the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP) for further questioning and
investigation. m

the crimes of “subversion of state power”,

granted special permission for the court-appointed lawyer
previously accepted by the suspect to continue with his
defence. The suspect’s procedural rights were also ensured
in accordance with the law.

Following supplementary investigations and pre-trial
debates, the pre-trial judge issued a pre-trial ruling on
July 2, confirming and upholding the Public Prosecutions
Office’s indictment. The judge ruled that suspect Au Kam
San acted as a principal offender in the consummation of
establishing

CLINNT3

contact with organisations, groups or individuals outside
the Macao Special Administrative Region to commit acts
endangering national security”, and “breach of secrecy”.

The case has been transferred to the Criminal Court

according to law.

The Macau Post Daily

of the Lower Court. The presiding judge will schedule
the trial in accordance with the provisions of procedural
law, while ensuring the suspect’s various procedural rights

N.B. Translation from Chinese arranged and edited by

Police nab 2 men collecting ‘guess

who | am scam’ proceeds for HK gang
5 victims in Macau lose 413,000 patacas

Tony Wong

The Judiciary Police (PJ)
have arrested two men, from the
Chinese mainland and Hong Kong,
for assisting a gang in Hong Kong
to collect fraudulently obtained
money through a ‘guess who I am’
phone scam.

At least five female senior
citizens in Macau were defrauded
by the gang, with total losses
amounting to 413,000 patacas.

The case was announced by
PJ spokeswoman Leong Sok Man
and senior PJ investigator Orlando
Lam Iek during a special press
conference yesterday.

The two suspects are a 37-year-
old mainlander surnamed Huang,
who told the police that he works
as a car salesman, and a 31-year-
old Hong Kong resident surnamed
Mak, who told the police that he
works as a driver.

The case came to light after
one of the five victims reported
it to the police on Tuesday
afternoon. Earlier that day, this
victim had received a call on her
home landline. The caller falsely
claimed that her son was involved
in an assault case in the Chinese
mainland and was being detained
by the police there, demanding
50,000 yuan as ‘bail money’.

The victim told the caller that
she only had 40,000 patacas in
cash at the time, and the caller
instructed her to hand the money
to someone at a designated

location in the peninsula’s
northern district. After the victim
arrived at the location, Huang
approached her, claiming to be her
son’s ‘guarantor’, and collected
the 40,000 patacas from her.

The victim later realised that she
had been defrauded after verifying
her son’s alleged detention with her
family members. She then reported
the case to the police.

Later on Tuesday, the Judiciary
Police identified two suspects —
Huang and Mak — involved in the
Hong Kong gang’s ‘guess who [ am’
phone scam. The modus operandi
was that after Huang collected the
fraudulently obtained money from
victims, he handed it to Mak, who
was tasked with assisting the gang
in processing and collecting the ill-
gotten cash. Mak had been involved
in the gang’s fraudulent activities
for two months.

On Tuesday night, the police
separately arrested Huang and Mak
as they were about to leave Macau
via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge (HZMB).

Following further investigation,
the Judiciary Police discovered that
Huang had also collected 93,000
patacas and 100,000 patacas in
cash from two other victims on
Tuesday, after which he handed the
money to Mak.

The police also discovered
that two other senior citizens were
defrauded by the gang last month.

They handed 100,000 patacas and
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Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the two hooded “guess who | am” suspects to

a PJ vehicle outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.
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80,000 patacas to a man — whom
the police are yet to identify — who
then handed the money to Mak,
who subsequently transferred it to
the gang.

PJ officers later contacted the
other four victims. At the time
of yesterday’s press conference,
the police were still investigating
whether more victims in Macau
had been defrauded by the Hong
Kong gang.

All five victims decided to file
criminal complaints. They lost a
total of 413,000 patacas.

Huang had been paid 1,000
yuan for collecting money from the
victims, while Mak had been paid
HK$1,500 for assisting the gang
in processing and collecting the
fraudulently obtained money.

The two suspects have been
transferred to the Public Prosecu-
tions Office (MP) for further ques-
tioning and investigation.

HK man nabbed for
drug trafficking

Meanwhile, PJ spokeswoman
Leong Sok Man also announced
during yesterday’s press conference
that a 29-year-old Hong Kong man
was arrested on Wednesday for
smuggling drugs from Hong Kong
to Macau.

After receiving a tip-off, PJ
officers identified the man, who
had been smuggling drugs into
Macau for a period of time. They
intercepted him on Wednesday
night as he was entering Macau
via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge (HZMB).

The police found 24.96
grammes of cocaine hidden in the
soles of his shoes, with an estimated
street value of 50,000 patacas.

The police later searched a flat
in the peninsula’s northern district
where he normally lives while in
Macau. They seized an electronic
scale and a quantity of plastic bags
used for packing drugs.

According to Leong, the man
has been using drugs for many
years. He had been smuggling
drugs from Hong Kong to Macau
since March this year, where he
took some of the drugs himself and
sold the rest.

The police are still investigating
whether the man was hired by a
gang to smuggle the drugs. m
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Sam chairs leading group for Cooperation Zone in Hengqin

Staff Reporter

The Macao Special Administrative
Region (MSAR) Government is committed
to implementing the content of the important
speeches and instructions of President Xi
Jinping and the central authorities, regarding
the development of the Guangdong-Macao
In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin,
according to a statement by the Macao
Government Information Bureau (GCS)
yesterday.

The statement added that “the MSAR
Government does so, as it welcomes the
approaching important milestone of the
Cooperation Zone’s fifth anniversary”.

MSAR Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
yesterday chaired the fifth working meeting
of Macao’s leading group for the promotion
of the construction of the Cooperation Zone,
the statement noted.

‘Hengqin’s development must
be treated as Macao’s own
responsibility’

“Sam stressed that Hengqin’s development
must be treated as Macao’s own responsibility.
With strong support from the Central People’s
Government, Macao should work closely
with Guangdong Province, in order to jointly
plan and advance the second phase of the

&)

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (centre) chairs the fifth working meeting of Macao’s leading group for the
promotion of the construction of the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, with his

five policy secretaries, at Macau Government Headquarters yesterday.

Cooperation  Zone’s the
statement said.

According to the statement, the meeting
received reports on the progress of the

Cooperation Zone in the first half of 2026;

development”,

- Photo: GCS

the MSAR Government’s implementation
of policy initiatives for deepening the
development of the Cooperation Zone; and the
advancement of institutional-alignment and
connectivity mechanisms regarding Macao

Police crack down on illegal bird

and wildlife hunting while protecting

the environment

and Hengqin. The meeting also discussed
plans for next-phase work.

“Sam directed that efforts be focused
on solidly advancing key flagship projects
and priority initiatives. These include:
the development of the Macao-Hengqin
International Education (University) Town;
the pilot implementation of cargo-loading
for the Macau International Airport Hengqin
Upstream Cargo Terminal; the extension of
Macao’s social welfare and public services
to Hengqin; joint investment promotion
by Macao and Hengqin; and institutional-
alignment and connectivity mechanisms
between the two regions.

The Chief Executive emphasised the
need to coordinate efforts on the Macao and
Hengqin sides, strengthening collaboration
and synergy in advancing these initiatives.

Members of the leading group
attending the meeting included: Secretary
for Administration and Justice Wong Sio
Chak, Secretary for Economy and Finance
Ng Wai Han, Secretary for Security Chan
Tsz King, Secretary for Social Affairs and
Culture, Wallis O Lam, and Secretary for
Transport and Public Works Raymond Tam
Vai Man. m

N.B. Translation provided by GCS, edited
by the Post; subheading added by the Post

46 bids for 14 taxi-operating

Continued from p.1

company licences accepted

be assessed based on three criteria,

BEIJING — The Chinese mainland police have
launched a nationwide campaign against crimes
involving birds and other wildlife in the latest
effort to bolster ecological conservation.

Running from June to December, the operation
targets illegal hunting, especially cases involving
firearms and drones, as well as the online trade of
wildlife for consumption, the Ministry of Public
Security (MPS) said yesterday.

Authorities said they would target every
stage of the illegal trade chain, from poaching
and purchasing to distribution, while dismantling
criminal networks.

Police will also strengthen cooperation with
law enforcement agencies from other countries to
tackle cross-border wildlife crimes.

China lies along four of the world’s nine major
migratory bird flyways and is home to 1,505
bird species, including more than 800 migratory
species, according to official data.

The latest campaign is part of the country’s
broader Dbiodiversity protection drive that
authorities say has helped stabilize and increase
populations of many endangered bird species.

Moreover, bird flocks have become larger and
more diverse across the country, according to the
National Forestry and Grassland Administration.

Wang Weisheng, an official with the
administration, said 98.4 percent of China’s bird
species are now protected by law, with 394 species
under national key protection.

The crested ibis has become one of China’s
best-known conservation success stories. Once
believed extinct in the country, the species was
rediscovered in Shaanxi Province in the northwest
in 1981, when seven wild birds were found.

By the end of 2025, its global population had
exceeded 12,000, and its habitat had expanded to
more than 20,000 square kilometers, according to
the Forestry Bureau of Shaanxi.

The species has been reclassified from
“Critically Endangered” to “Endangered” on the
International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List.

Police investigated more than 9,700 wildlife-
related criminal cases during last year’s campaign,

including more than 3,500 involving birds,
according to the MPS.

Notably, they coordinated cross-regional
operations along the Yellow River, carrying
out a sweeping crackdown on crimes involving
migratory birds from its upper to lower reaches.

The latest operation comes as China continues to
advance green development and strengthen broader
environmental protection efforts in recent years.

The country’s air quality has improved, with
the concentration of fine particulate matter in
cities at or above the prefecture level falling by
20 percent cumulatively, making blue skies an
increasingly common sight.

China has also made progress in restoring
rivers and expanding green spaces. Black,
malodorous water bodies in cities at or above the
prefecture level have been largely addressed, said
Jiang Huohua, an official with the Ministry of
Ecology and Environment.

As more parks and greenways have been built,
the green coverage rate of China’s urban built-
up areas has exceeded 40 percent, according to
official data.

A 10-year fishing ban along the Yangtze River
has also contributed to ecosystem recovery. As
water quality has improved, the population of the
Yangtze finless porpoise — widely regarded as a
key indicator of the river’s ecological health — has
seen a historic rebound.

However, policymakers are well aware of
the significant challenges that China still faces
in ecological and environmental protection, and
recognize that the ecological environment has yet
to reach a critical turning point, at which years
of quantitative improvements can pave way for
qualitative transformation.

Part of this broader push involves stronger
law enforcement efforts to protect fragile
ecosystems. The MPS, for example, conducted
special operations in recent years to safeguard the
Yangtze’s ecosystem by cracking down on illegal
fishing and illicit sand mining.

In the 2024 campaign alone, police solved
more than 5,200 criminal cases and dismantled
over 710 criminal gangs, said the MPS. — Xinhua

Consequently, the public tender
will grant up to 700 new common taxi-
vehicle licences.

Each company can only bid for one
taxi-operating licence comprising up to
50 taxis, with the minimum bid set at
2.5 million patacas. Each bidder was
required to pay a deposit of 3.5 million
patacas.

This time, the winning companies
must use hybrid vehicles (powered by a
combination of an internal combustion
engine and an electric motor), or
new energy vehicles (NEVs) such as
electric vehicles (EVs), with a seating
capacity of six or more passengers.

Moreover, all the new taxis must
accept e-payments.

At least two of each winning
company’s 50 new taxis must be
wheelchair-accessible ones.

The 46 accepted bids will now

namely the proposed price accounting
for 60 percent of the score, the
proposed plan for how to run its fleet of
taxis accounting for 34 percent, and the
proposed percentage of the employment
of local residents in relation to the total
number of employees (six percent of
the total score).

Before the current taxi law took
effect in 2019 — when common taxi-
vehicle licences were granted to
individuals, those who proposed the
highest bids were granted a licence
during a public tender.

Yesterday’s DSAT statement said
that the government is now aiming to
complete assessing the 46 accepted
bids and announce the 14 winners in
the next quarter.

The bureau expects the 700 new
taxis to gradually hit the roads in the
second and third quarter of next year.

HK, Saudi Arabia partnership
holds great potential: CE

HONG KONG - Hong Kong
holds great potential to deepen its
partnership with Saudi Arabia as the
city accelerates its push to become
an international innovation and
technology center, John Lee Ka-
chiu, chief executive of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR), said yesterday.

Lee met with Abdullah Alswaha,
minister of communications and
information technology of Saudi Arabia
yesterday, who was visiting Hong Kong
to attend LEAP East, an international
tech exhibition.

The event has made its debut outside
the Middle East this year, with Hong
Kong hosting more than 340 speakers

and 450 exhibitors from 30 countries
and regions.

Hosting the event showcased the
synergy arising from the collaboration
between Hong Kong and Saudi Arabia
and reflected the Saudi Arabian
government’s recognition of Hong
Kong’s role as a “super connector” and
“super value adder,” Lee said.

He said that Saudi Arabia has
emerged as the premier driving force for
innovation and technology development
in the Middle East in recent years, and
welcomed Saudi Arabian enterprises
and innovation and technology talents
to leverage Hong Kong’s connection
with Asia to build a deeper hub-to-hub
cooperation model. — Xinhua
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US finger-pointing at China’s
normal missile launch typical
of hegemonism: spokesperson

BEIJING — A foreign ministry
spokesperson yesterday said that
it is a typical display of double
standards and hegemonism for the
US side to point fingers at China’s
normal missile launch.

Spokesperson Mao Ning made
the remarks at a daily press briefing
in response to US comments on
China’s recent missile test. She
noted that China had promptly
released relevant information and
notified the United States and other
countries in advance, demonstrating
the openness and transparency of
the Chinese military.

China has stressed more than
once that the test launch is a routine
arrangement in  China’s annual
military training program designed
to verify the reliability, safety and
effectiveness of relevant weapon

systems, Mao said, adding that the
activity complies with international
law and customary international
practice and is not directed at any
specific country or target.

Mao added that the United
States is the only country to have
actually used nuclear weapons,
and it sits on the world’s largest
and most advanced nuclear arsenal,
and launches strategic missiles
from nuclear-powered submarines
annually. “Yet it points fingers at
China’s routine missile launch — a
typical example of double standards
and hegemonism,” she said.

Mao urged the US side to
view China’s national defense and
military development objectively
and rationally, and to take concrete
steps to safeguard global strategic
stability. — Xinhua

Premier Li Qiang (right) shakes hands with Namibian President Netumbo Nandi-

Ndaitwah, who is on a state visit to China, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

yesterday.

- Xinhua

China issues action plan
for carbon peaking during
15 Five-Year Plan period

BEIJING — The State Council
has issued an action plan for carbon
peaking during the 15% Five-Year
Plan period (2026-2030), outlining
key tasks and measures to achieve
the goal.

By 2030, China’s carbon dioxide
emissions per unit of GDP will be
reduced by 17 percent from the 2025
level, and the share of non-fossil
energy consumption will reach 25
percent, according to the plan.

These measures aim to ensure
the timely achievement of a
carbon peaking goal and lay a
solid foundation for meeting the
country’s nationally determined
contributions target for 2035 and
advancing carbon neutrality.

The plan outlines key tasks across
five areas, including accelerating the
adjustment and optimization of the
energy structure, promoting green and
low-carbon industrial development,
and deepening the green and low-
carbon transition in key sectors.

To accelerate the optimization
of energy structure, China will
vigorously advance the development
of non-fossil energy, promote clean
substitution of coal consumption,
and continuously optimize the
structure of oil and gas consumption.

Efforts will be made to advance
energy conservation and carbon-
reduction transformation in traditional
industries, accelerate the construction
of zero-carbon parks and zero-carbon
factories, promote the green and low-
carbon transformation of computing
infrastructure, and leverage the
circular economy to reduce carbon
emissions.

The plan also highlights carbon
reduction in buildings, public
institutions, and transportation,
as well as the enhancement of
ecosystem carbon sinks.

On the policy front, the plan
emphasizes improving laws,
regulations and standards; enhancing
the carbon emissions statistical
and accounting system; increasing
financial backing; and refining pricing
and market-based mechanisms.

The document urges local
governments to  fulfill their
responsibilities, calls for broader
public participation in green and
low-carbon initiatives, and pledges
to deepen international cooperation.

China has set the dual carbon
goals of peaking carbon dioxide
emissions before 2030 and achieving
carbon neutrality before 2060.

— Xinhua
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Xi urges all-out rescue efforts after
shoe factory fire in east China

BEIJING — President Xi
Jinping has urged full efforts in
search-and-rescue operations after
a fire at a shoe factory caused major
casualties yesterday in Jinjiang
City, Fujian Province.

Xi, also general secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee and chairman of
the Central Military Commission,
said in an instruction that efforts
must be made to identify the cause
of the accident and hold those
responsible strictly accountable.

Noting that multiple major
workplace safety accidents have
occurred in the country since
the beginning of this year, Xi

required all regions and relevant
departments to draw profound
lessons from these accidents,
better coordinate development and
security, and remain constantly
vigilant about workplace safety.

Efforts must be made to
thoroughly identify and root out
all types of safety risks and hidden
hazards, ensure that workplace
safety measures are implemented
meticulously, resolutely prevent
major and serious accidents, and
effectively  safeguard people’s
lives and property.

Premier Li Qiang, also
a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau

of the CPC Central Committee,
urged the Office of the Work Safety
Commission under China’s State
Council to guide local authorities
to conduct thorough inspections on
workplace safety risks and hazards
and take resolute steps to prevent
major and serious accidents.

By press time, confirmed deaths
from the fire had reached 28.

The Ministry of Emergency
Management  has  dispatched
a work team to the site to
guide rescue efforts, while the
provincial authorities of Fujian
have mobilized resources to treat
the injured and carry out on-site
response efforts. — Xinhua

China’s NEV momentum rewrites
global auto playbook

BEIJING — For Chinese car
buyers, new energy vehicles
(NEV) are fast becoming the
mainstream choice, with their
market share climbing month by
month, a momentum that is not
only redefining the world’s largest
auto market but also reshaping the
global auto landscape.

In June, NEVs accounted for
67.2 percent of domestic passenger
car sales, according to data from the
China Association of Automobile
Manufacturers (CAAM) released
yesterday. The monthly penetration
rate has risen steadily throughout
the year, confirming the accelerating
transition from conventional fuel-
powered vehicles to smart, green
mobility.

The trend is also pushing
international ~ automakers  to
adapt their strategies, as they
increasingly look to China’s
vibrant innovation ecosystem to
sharpen their competitive edge
worldwide. From research and
development (R&D) overhauls to
local partnerships, global brands
are racing to integrate Chinese
expertise into their core operations,
not just for local sales, but to feed
back into their global portfolios.

SUSTAINED
MOMENTUM

NEVs continued to solidify
their dominance in China’s auto
market in June, with production
reaching 1.598 million units, up 26
percent year on year, while sales
hit 1.643 million units, up 23.6
percent, according to CAAM data.

For the first half of 2026, NEV
output reached 7.438 million units,
while sales stood at 7.446 million
units. Pure electric  vehicles
accounted for 67 percent of the
total NEV sales during the period,
the data showed.

Exports further underscored
the sector’s strength. NEV exports
reached 523,000 units in June,
soaring 160 percent from a year
earlier, helping push China’s
monthly total auto exports past the
one-million mark for the first time,

at 1.037 million units, up 75.1
percent year on year.

In the first half, cumulative
auto exports totaled 5.096 million
units, up 65.3 percent, with NEVs
contributing over 46 percent of the
total.

CAAM Deputy Secretary-
General Chen Shihua noted that the
auto industry has operated steadily
in the first half, with NEVs posting
stable growth while traditional fuel
vehicles continue to shrink.

Looking ahead, he expects
policy  support to  sustain
momentum,  though  external
uncertainties and weak domestic
demand remain challenges.

Since 2012, China has
implemented preferential vehicle
and vessel tax policies to support
the growth of the NEV industry
and promote energy conservation
and emission reduction.

While government subsidies
have provided a strong tailwind,
the emerging engine of NEV
adoption has been surging market
demand. Chinese buyers are
increasingly drawn to the superior
driving experience, smart features,
and lower operating costs of
electric vehicles, factors that have
made NEVs genuinely appealing
beyond policy incentives.

“After years of development,
China’s NEV industry has moved
beyond dependence on universal
preferential policies and entered
a new stage of market-driven and
autonomous growth,” said Liu
Bin, deputy head of the China
Automotive Strategy and Policy
Research Center.

NEW PLAYBOOK

The rise of China’s NEV
industry is rewriting the rules of the
global auto game. As local brands
race ahead with smarter, more
connected vehicles, multinational
automakers are no longer resting
on their legacy advantages,
but proactively reshaping their
strategies to stay competitive.

Ola Kallenius, chairman of the
board of management of Mercedes-

Benz Group AG, said in March
this year that the company’s China
R&D strategy has evolved from “in
China, for China” to “in China, for
the world.” This means leveraging
China’s innovation ecosystem and
partnering with leading tech firms
-- not just to meet local customer
needs, but to turn those capabilities
into global advantages.

By April last year, Mercedes-
Benz had over 2,000 R&D staff
in China, with an upgrade of
its Shanghai R&D center to
complement its Beijing innovation
hub. In September 2025, it
expanded its partnership with
ByteDance to integrate the Doubao
large-language model into its
electric vehicles.

BMW, Renault and Toyota
have made similar moves. BMW
has built its largest R&D network
outside Germany in China; Renault
has upgraded its Chinese R&D
center into a global technology
export hub; and Toyota has
introduced a China Chief Engineer
system to attract local talent.

Meanwhile, a “reverse joint
venture” wave is emerging:
Chinese NEV startups are joining
forces with established European
automakers to expand into overseas
markets. Leapmotor International,
a joint venture between Chinese
carmaker Leapmotor and Stellantis,
had already exported over 100,000
vehicles to 40 countries and regions
as of February 2026. XPeng Motors
is likewise leveraging Volkswagen’s

European sales network to

accelerate its global footprint.
“Although multinational

automakers are facing some

challenges and pressure in China
at the moment, the fast-growing
consumer market, well-established
supply chains, innovative R&D
environment and  exceptional
talent pool are bringing new
opportunities for them to expand
their investment and lift their
partnerships to the next level,” said
Ma Sheng, a senior researcher at
the China Automotive Strategy and
Policy Research Center. — Xinhua
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Protecting the protectors: racmg to save Phlllppme mangroves

Pam Castro

MASBATE,  Philippines  —
Standing knee-deep in coastal waters,
environmentalist Andrea Pimentel
guides workers as they drive bamboo
poles into the seabed to block
sediment from choking the tidal
channel sustaining a mangrove forest.

Mangroves are a key natural
defence against storm surges and
coastal erosion in the Philippines,
which is hit by around 20 typhoons
each year.

But the country has lost over
60 percent of its mangrove cover
since 1918, government data shows,
and increasingly powerful storms
are threatening what remains by
stirring up sediment that clogs water
channels and suffocates mangroves
at the roots.

“Our typhoons are becoming
frequent and getting stronger,” said
Andrea Pimentel, project manager

for environmental organisation
WWEF-Philippines.
“Even (if) mangroves are

resilient, they can also be affected,
and eventually they could die,” she
added, shortly before heading by
boat to a mangrove site in Masbate
province’s Batuan town.

Pimentel works with local
communities to rehabilitate
mangroves across 245 hectares,
including a two-hectare stretch

where repeated typhoons have left
bare patches in a once-dense forest.

Park ranger Bernard Almogera,
who fished at the site with his father
decades ago, has witnessed the
mangroves deteriorate over the years.

“Some of them were snapped off,
others like this one were uprooted,”
the 58-year-old told AFP, pointing
to a tree with branches broken by
previous storms.

Sweating under the morning
sun, men hauled bamboo across the
exposed mudflat while Almogera
knelt nearby, cutting the stalks into
1.5-metre poles before driving them
deep into the seabed with a heavier
bamboo pole.

The fence they are building is
intended to slow incoming waves so
suspended sediment settles before
reaching the tidal channel carrying
seawater through the mangrove forest.

If the channel becomes clogged,
water stagnates and the mangrove’s
roots are deprived of oxygen, eventually
suffocating and killing them.

A global problem

“We’re really scared, because
if the mangroves disappear and a
strong typhoon comes, our houses
will surely be knocked down,”
Almogera said.

“There’ll be nothing left to
protect us.”

This photo taken on ApnI 16, shows men workmg on bamboo fences to protect the

mangroves at Ticao Island, in the province of Masbate, Philippines.

Scientists warn that while bamboo
fences are a cheap way to protect
mangroves, they can rot within
three years, unlike more expensive
permeable concrete designs, leaving
debris that may affect the trees they
are meant to shield.

But they remain a quick,
affordable way to protect mangroves
in one of the world’s most climate-
vulnerable countries.

And the urgency is growing.
Warming waters caused by climate
change can produce stronger
tropical storms.

The world’s oceans experienced
their hottest June on record, and
could reach new highs in coming

Indian opposition party aIIeges vendetta after account freeze

NEW DELHI - An Indian
opposition party accused federal
investigators yesterday of a “politically
motivated” attack after US$46 million
was frozen in its bank accounts as part
of a money-laundering probe.

Critics and rights groups have
accused Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government of using law
enforcement agencies to target its
political foes.

India’s top financial crimes
agency, the Enforcement Directorate,
said Wednesday it was investigating
alleged illegal transactions involving
the Trinamool Congress (TMC),
which governed West Bengal state
for 15 years before Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) upstaged it in May.

According to the agency, US$16.8
million was transferred from TMC-
linked bank accounts to an aviation
firm and associated companies
between April 2023 and June this year.

Investigators alleged the funds
were used to purchase a private jet and
a helicopter that were subsequently

leased back to the party.
The TMC has denied any
wrongdoing, saying all funds

had been “fully and transparently
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A critic of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi holds a placard outside the venue
for a community event at which Modi was set to speak at Docklands Stadium in

Melbourne yesterday.

disclosed” to authorities.

“The Enforcement Directorate’s
decision to freeze the party’s bank
accounts is a politically motivated
act. We strongly condemn this
arbitrary and illegal action,” it said
in a statement on Wednesday.

“The misuse of investigative
agencies to target political opponents
has become a hallmark of the BJP’s
politics and represents a serious
assault on democratic institutions and
the principles of a level playing field.”

Several Indian opposition leaders
have faced criminal investigations
in recent years, including Arvind

-AFP

Kejriwal, the former chief minister
of Delhi.

Kejriwal spent months in jail
in 2024 after being arrested over
allegations  his  administration
received kickbacks in the allocation
of liquor licences. He has denied
any wrongdoing.

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, another opposition leader, was
also arrested and jailed in 2024 on
corruption charges that he has denied.

The BJP has repeatedly insisted
that corruption cases are pursued
independently and in accordance
with the law. —AFP

Woman arrested in Japan for sewing shut housemate’s lips

TOKYO — Japanese police
arrested a woman near Tokyo for
allegedly sewing shut the lips of her
housemate, officials said yesterday.

The 42-year-old female victim
escaped the house in the city of
Koga, rushed to a nearby shop and
held up a piece of paper that read
“please help me”, Makoto Hiyama, a
senior local police official, told AFP.

Police in the eastern prefecture of
Ibaraki—where Koga is located — later
arrested 49-year-old Masae Sakurai
“on suspicion of assault,” according
to a prefectural police spokesman.

Sakurai lived with the victim
at the time of the June 29 alleged
incident when she sewed her
housemate’s “lips with a needle and
thread”, the spokesman said, adding

that she was arrested on Monday.

Police are investigating the incident,
including unconfirmed information that
there was another person living at the
house, according to Hiyama.

The injured woman told police
“The suspect became angry over a
trouble and my lips were sewed”,
public broadcaster NHK reported.

— AFP

- AFP

months as a strong El Nifio weather
pattern takes hold.

Pimentel said mangroves need
immediate protection and rehabilitation,
even if bamboo fences must be replaced
before they deteriorate.

“If we don’t act now, our
mangroves will be vulnerable to
climate change,” she said.

The urgency extends beyond
Masbate province.

A 2024 study by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
found that half the world’s mangrove
ecosystems are at risk of collapse
due to climate change, rising sea
levels and human activity, with about
a quarter potentially submerged by

2050 without proper conservation.
The Philippines suffered the
second-highest mangrove losses,
according to a 2023 survey of 10
Southeast Asian countries led by
Filipino scientist Severino Salmo,
with climate change impacts and
the conversion of mangrove sites to
seafood ponds largely to blame.

‘Time we protect them’

“It will be more difficult (for the
mangroves) to adjust now because
of the massive losses in the past,”
Salmo, who has been studying
mangroves in the archipelago for
more than three decades, told AFP.

Salmo warned they will only
“decline more” in the coming years
without proper restoration projects
and better government policies.

“It’s disappointing that we
keep losing mangroves given how
important they are,” he said.

“For now, (the best response)
should be to conserve whatever is left.”

As workers continued
assembling the bamboo fence,
Pimentel looked around the forest
and pointed to trees whose once

grey-brown roots had turned
charcoal black due to suffocation.
“Mangroves have always

protected us from typhoons,” she said.
“It’s time we protect them to0o.”
— AFP

Nearly 150 Japanese academics oppose
bill banning national flag desecration

TOKYO—-A group ofnearly 150
Japanese academics said yesterday
they had petitioned lawmakers over
a bill that criminalises the act of
damaging the national flag, arguing
it threatens the right to freedom of
expression.

The bill, a key part of Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s
conservative agenda, states that
anyone who publicly damages,
removes or defaces the national
flag in a manner that causes
significant discomfort or revulsion
to others will face up to two years
in prison or a fine of up to 200,000
yen (US$1,200).

It cleared the lower house last
week, where the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) holds a
majority, and could pass through
the upper house later this month.

But in a statement submitted
to lawmakers, 148 legal experts
said they had “strong concerns that
it could curb freedom of political
expression” and grave worries ‘“from
the viewpoint of criminal law”.

At a news conference
yesterday, Takaaki Matsumiya,
law professor of Ritsumeikan
University, said that “Japan
has a history of waging wars of
aggression, and even among the
Japanese there are some people
who have a negative image” of the
national flag.

“The ideas of those people
should be respected in the process
of legislation,” he told reporters.

Unlike the flags of nations such
as Germany, Italy and France,

which “symbolise the values of
freedom and democracy”, the
Japanese flag “doesn’t symbolise
such values”, he said.

Following its World War II
defeat in 1945, Japan established a
US-imposed, pacifist constitution,
but its national flag remains
unchanged.

Matsumiya argued that the bill
could also be used “as a tool of
hate”.

“For example, if people joining
anti-foreigner rallies hold a national
flag, and if that flag is damaged
by those who protest against
xenophobia, protesters could be
arrested by police,” he said.

The statement urged caution
over ‘“punishing someone for
causing discomfort, because it
means it is possible to create various
‘crimes of hurting feelings’”.

“This kind of law that is open
to abuse should never be enacted,”
the academics said.

The ruling bloc is in a minority
in the upper house, but the flag
bill is supported by several other
parties in addition to the LDP.

But the legislation also faces
significant ~ pushback  among
opposition parties who say it
violates a constitutional right to
freedom of expression.

The Centrist Reform Alliance,
an opposition party that holds
48 seats in the lower house, has
questioned the legal rationale
behind the criminalisation of
damaging the flag and has urged
more careful discussions. —AFP
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Rickshaw pullers wade through a flooded street after heavy rain in Chittagong,

Bangladesh on Wednesday.

-AFP

N Korea prepares for floods as
heavy rains loom

SEOUL — North Korea has
prepared key sectors for heavy
rainfall and floods, state media said
yesterday, warning of “disastrous”
conditions as both sides of the
Korean Peninsula brace for intense
monsoon weather.

Natural disasters tend to have
an outsized impact on isolated
North Korea due to its weak
infrastructure and economy.

Authorities have issued repeated
calls to minimise damage from
increasingly frequent extreme
weather, which has hit the
impoverished country’s agriculture
and infrastructure in recent years.

Pyongyang’s State Hydro-
Meteorological ~ Administration
issued a heavy rain warning,
forecasting 100-150 millimetres)
of rain between last night and this
morning across several southern
provinces, state television said,
according to South Korea’s
Yonhap News Agency.

North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA) said
authorities had intensified disaster
prevention efforts in recent weeks.

The Kim Chaek Iron and
Steel Complex, widely believed
to be the largest steel mill in
North Korea, completed river
dredging, built retaining walls and
reinforced embankments in flood-
prone areas, KCNA said.

The Musan Mining Complex
in the country’s north has
also carried out dredging and
landslide prevention work, while
rearranging  mining  facilities
to prevent iron ore from being
washed away.

Monsoon downpours have also
battered South Korea, where heavy
rain advisories were in effect
yesterday for parts of the Seoul
metropolitan area, mountainous
areas of Gangwon province and parts
of North Gyeongsang province.

Emergency crews were
searching for a person swept away
by a swollen stream, while more
than 300 cases of property damage
were reported.

In the central province of
North  Chungcheong, torrential
rain damaged schools and other
educational facilities, with classes
suspended in some areas.

Last summer was South
Korea’s hottest on record, with
both the North and the South
recording their warmest June.

Scientists say human-driven
climate change is increasing the
intensity, length and frequency of
extreme weather events such as
heatwaves.

Adding to the mix is the return
this year of El Nifio, a natural
climate phenomenon that warms
Pacific surface temperatures and
can bring heat, drought and heavy
rain to parts of Asia.

North Korea has long endured
power shortages, and experts say
most residents have no access to
air conditioning.

The country was hit by severe
flooding in its northern regions
near China in 2024, with South
Korean media reporting the
number of dead and missing in the
North could be as high as 1,500 -
estimates Pyongyang dismissed at
the time. —AFP
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Top court upholds S Korean ex-president
Yoon’s 7-year jail sentence

Jihye Shin

SEOUL — South Korea’s highest
court upheld ex-president Yoon Suk
Yeol’s seven-year prison sentence
yesterday over crimes tied to his
botched 2024 martial law declaration
and its chaotic aftermath.

The case covered accusations
that Yoon had obstructed cabinet
deliberations and used forged
signatures of the prime minister in
the lead-up to the declaration, as
well as using presidential security
agents to block his own arrest after
lawmakers had nullified it.

The disgraced former president is
already in detention while he appeals
a separate life sentence for leading
an insurrection with his martial law
declaration, which he insists was
motivated by the public interest.

In the case brought before the
Supreme Court, Yoon was accused
of obstructing deliberations by
convening only a select group of
ministers for a meeting shortly
before he declared martial law.

Other charges included
allegedly creating and destroying
a false martial law decree bearing
forged signatures from the prime
minister, ordering officials to
distribute a misleading press release
to foreign media and directing an
army commander to delete records
from secure military phones.

Prosecutors had sought a 10-
year prison sentence for Yoon.

In January, a lower court had
sentenced Yoon to five years in
prison after convicting him on most
charges.

In April, an appeals court upheld
the ruling, added a guilty verdict over
the misleading press release, and
raised the sentence to seven years.

Both prosecutors and Yoon’s legal
team had appealed to the Supreme
Court, whose rulings are final.

“All appeals are dismissed,”
a Supreme Court judge said in a
televised ruling, adding that the
lower court’s judgment “contained
no errors”.

The ex-president did not attend
yesterday’s hearing.

Yoon’s legal team expressed
“deep regret”, accusing the Supreme
Court of concluding the case
“without sufficient deliberation”.

The ex-president’s lawyers
plan to challenge the ruling on
constitutional grounds and said they
would raise a complaint.

Prosecutors said they respected
the top court’s decision, adding
they would do their “utmost to
successfully prosecute the remaining
cases related to insurrection.”

Political crisis

The shock late-night national
televised address in December 2024
that suspended civilian rule plunged
South Korea into an unprecedented
political crisis.

Martial law lasted only about six
hours as lawmakers raced to vote it
down in an emergency session.

However, Yoon’s move triggered
protests, sent the stock market
plunging and caught key allies like
the United States off-guard.

In a separate case, a court handed
Yoon a 30-year prison sentence for
sending drones into North Korea to
“manufacture” a crisis ahead of his
martial law bid.

In January, a lower court said
Yoon abused his power by turning
officials of the Presidential Security
Service against the state, by using
them to block investigators from
detaining him.

The top court said yesterday that
measures by Yoon’s presidential
security team, including human-
chain drills and barbed wire, to
obstruct a court warrant could not
be justified as legitimate security
activities.

The former president has
insisted his martial law declaration
was “solely for the sake of the
nation”.

In 2024, he also defended it as
necessary to root out ‘“anti-state
forces” and quash what he claimed
were threats from North Korea.

Yoon was ousted over the martial
law bid in April 2025, triggering
elections that gave the presidency
to Lee Jae Myung of the centre-left
Democratic Party. —AFP

Scientists identify conditions to ease cold-chain needs
for future mRNA vaccines

MELBOURNE — Scientists from
Australia and the United States have
identified conditions that could make
future mRNA vaccines easier to store
and distribute, potentially reducing
reliance on cold-chain logistics.

The study identified conditions
that  protect =~ mRNA-carrying
particles in dry microneedle patches,
which use hundreds of tiny tips to
deliver vaccine into the skin as an
alternative to traditional injections,
according to a statement released
by Australia’s Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology (RMIT) on
Wednesday.

Unlike many current mRNA

vaccines, which require ultra-
cold storage, the patches could
be stored at room temperature.
Reducing cold-chain requirements
could improve access, particularly
in lower-resource settings, where
millions of children still miss
routine vaccinations each year,
according to the study published in
Advanced Functional Materials.
The study, involving RMIT,
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and Harvard Medical
School in the United States,
examines what happens to the
fragile particles used to -carry
mRNA when they are dried into

the dissolvable material used in
microneedle patches.

Using  advanced  imaging
and X-rays, researchers tracked
particle changes through drying
and rehydration, finding that
nanoparticle design and polymer
amount affected particle survival.

“Our study helps explain how
the particles that carry mRNA
respond to drying and rehydration,
which is an important step towards
designing future vaccine patches
that are more stable and practical
to distribute,” said the study’s lead
author Brendan Dyett from RMIT.

— Xinhua

UN urges more land for Rohingya camps amid deadly landslides

COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh
— The UN refugee agency called
yesterday for additional land to
ease overcrowding in Bangladesh’s
Rohingya refugee camps after
heavy rains triggered landslides that
have killed at least 15 people.

More than 1.2 million Rohingya
refugees, many of whom fled
Myanmar during a brutal military
crackdown in 2017, live in congested
camps in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar.

The refugees live in basic
shelters on hillsides cleared of trees
— making the land unstable during
monsoon rains.

Since Monday, at least 15 people

have died in the camps and more than
4,000 refugees have been displaced
after torrential rains triggered
multiple landslides, officials said.

Inareportyesterday, the UNHCR
highlighted severe congestion in the
camps and renewed calls for space
expansion.

“The incidents reinforce the
importance of ongoing advocacy for
camp space optimisation and additional
space, where feasible,” the report said.

“Additional space would support
safer relocation from high-risk areas.”

Ivo Freijsen, a UNHCR
representative  in  Bangladesh,
said many of the dangers facing

Rohingya refugees were “neither
unforeseen nor unavoidable”.

The lack of space, coupled with
funding shortages, was limiting
opportunities to decongest the
most “overcrowded and hazardous
locations and to plan safer
infrastructure”, he said in a statement.

Bangladesh authorities, who say
they are already overstretched, have
called for the dignified return of the
Rohingya to their homeland.

The 2017 Myanmar crackdown,
when Rohingya villages were
burned and civilians were killed, is
the subject of a genocide case at the
UN’s top court in The Hague. — 4AFP
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An Afghan zookeeper interacts with a sloth bear cub inside an enclosure at a zoo
and breeding facility in Kandahar yesterday.
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‘Only revenge’: Iran mourners defiant at Khamenei burial

Sebastien Ricci and Ramin Khanizadeh

MASHAD, Iran — Calling for revenge
and rejecting any compromise with the West,
Iranians loyal to the Islamic republic braved
sweltering heat yesterday to mass for the
burial of supreme leader Ali Khamenei in his
hometown of Mashhad.

An Israeli strike killed Khamenei in late
February on the first day of the US-Israeli war
against Iran, bringing an end to his more than
three and a half decades in power.

Beating their chests and weeping, mourners
lined the route as they waited for Khamenei’s
coffin to arrive at the eastern city’s shrine of
Imam Reza, the holiest site for Shia Muslims in
Iran and the burial place he had chosen in his will.

State TV reported that a helicopter would
transport the body across the final stretch
to the shrine because the main avenue was
expected to be crammed with people.

With new hostilities breaking out with the
United States even after an accord last month
to end the war, at least one fighter jet escorted
the plane carrying the late Iranian leader’s
coffin to Mashhad.

The burial is to be the final act in a
marathon six days of funeral ceremonies,
which have allowed people to pay tribute in
Tehran, the clerical hub of Qom and also Iraq.

Men wore black shirts while women were
clad in black chadors, many waving the red
flags that symbolise the search for vengeance
in Shia Islam, AFP correspondents said.

Led by the funeral eulogist, they chanted
slogans against compromise and US President
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Crowds of mourners surround the convoy carrying the coffins of Iran’s slain supreme leader Ali Khamenei
and members of his family during a funeral procession, before their burial at the Shrine of Imam Reza,

Iran’s most revered place of worship, in Mashhad yesterday.

Donald Trump and Isracli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

‘Only revenge can soothe the pain’

“The loss of the leader is heavier than
losing our parents,” said Hoda, 35, a
housewife attending the funeral.

“Only the death of Trump and Netanyahu
will soothe our pain. There should be no
compromise at all,” she told AFP, referring
to the deal with the US that ended months of
hostilities in mid-June.

From the early hours of the morning,
mourners dressed largely in black streamed
towards the shrine carrying red flags despite

- AFP

Fire trucks sprayed water over the crowd
as the heat intensified while fighter jets
conducted low-flights over the event in what
local media said was to provide security.

Some mourners poured water over their
heads while others lay in patches of shade waiting
for the funeral procession, which arrived shortly
after 2:00 pm during the hottest part of the day.

“People here all seek revenge,” said
Mohammad Afsharian, 41, a shop owner.

“l don’t know what’s the story with
diplomacy and what’s the policy to continue
diplomacy but all the people are carrying red
flags in a sign of seeking revenge,” he said.

The anger echoed criticism from Iranian

temperatures nearing 40C.

One revolver, 6 bullets: Turkish president’s
‘unusual’ gift to NATO leaders

Camille Camdessus

ANKARA — What does a world leader
do with a gun and six bullets? That was the
conundrum NATO leaders faced after the
Turkish president offered them each a revolver
after the Ankara summit.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer was the
first Wednesday to mention the highly unusual
gift presented by President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to his guests.

On the flight back from Ankara — where
NATO leaders had gathered for two days —
Starmer said he and others received a revolver
engraved with their name.

Alongside the gun sitting in a red box
lined in black were six live rounds and a note
exempting the weapons from export controls.

It was a surprising gift to say the least,
several officials from the different alliance
member states said, and gave rise to some
“insane” scenes among the various delegations’
security teams.

“An unusual gift from President Erdogan
at the NATO summit: a Magnum revolver with
ammunition, engraved with my name,” Hungarian
Prime Minister Peter Magyar said on X.

Headache

Some leaders discovered their gift much later.

Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever only
“learned of the exact nature of the gift” after
landing in Belgium.

“The prime minister was surprised and
immediately handed it over to airport police
so it could be placed in a secure safe and the
matter was handled in accordance with relevant
procedures,” an official told AFP yesterday.

De Wever’s security team also handled the
revolvers given to EU chiefs based in Brussels,
Ursula von der Leyen and Anténio Costa, with
all the security and protocol-related headaches
such an effort brings.

Von der Leyen “expressed her thanks” to
Erdogan for the gift, her spokesman said, adding

it would be decommissioned and donated to a
military museum.

The revolver presented to Polish President
Karol Nawrocki also arrived safely, but with the
necessary precautions and a previous incident
still fresh in everyone’s minds.

In December 2022, Poland’s police chief
brought back an anti-tank grenade launcher
from Ukraine that he had received as a gift.

The device exploded in his office, slightly
injuring him and causing extensive damage to
the police headquarters in Warsaw.

This time, “it is certain that no one is going to
fire it,”” an aide to Nawrocki told a local radio station.

Why such a gift?

Several revolvers, including those belonging
to Starmer, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
and Dutch Prime Minister Rob Jetten, have for
now remained in the Turkish capital.

And for good reason: depending on the laws
in force, transporting firearms is often far from
straightforward, especially when they are fully
functional.

Canada’s Prime Minister Mark Carney took
his revolver with him but left the ammunition
in Turkey, Canadian officials said. They did not
explain why.

The weapon given to Swedish Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson “will have to be transported
to Sweden in accordance with all applicable
procedures”, his team told AFP in a statement.

Beyond the logistical challenge, the gift
also puzzled several delegations attending the
summit, which focused on Ukraine, Iran, and
relations with US President Donald Trump.

The question asked over and over again:
why such a gift?

While it is very common for heads of state
to exchange various gifts during meetings or
summits, such exchanges rarely require these
kinds of precautions.

Contacted by AFP, the Turkish presidency
did not immediately respond. —AFP

hardliners, who have repeatedly attacked

President Masoud Pezeshkian’s government
for pursuing talks with Washington after the
killing of Khamenei.
“Only revenge, only revenge can soothe the
pain,” said Tahereh Rahmani, 37, a school executive.
“We are here with our red flags to call for
the revenge of our leader.”

‘There will be blood’

Near the mausoleum, many children were
present. Many came with their families, wearing
caps in the colours of the Islamic republic.

At the foot of a hotel called Miami, a giant
banner showed a caricature of Trump with a
bounty on his head.

Another sign showed Netanyahu with a
message in English: “There will be blood.”

The prayer was led by Hossein Noori
Hamedani, a 101-year-old ayatollah and
conservative figure in the Islamic republic.

Meanwhile the eruption of fighting forced
the closure of the rail link between Tehran
and Mashhad, which is located some 800
kilometres from the capital, although road
transport was being organised for stranded
passengers, the state rail company said.

Observers have been watching closely for
any signs of Khamenei’s son and successor
Mojtaba Khamenei, who has yet to make any
public appearances and was said to have been
injured in the same strike that killed his father.

Khamenei will be buried with his infant
granddaughter, son-in-law, daughter and Mojtaba
Khamenei’s wife Zahra Haddad Adel, who were
all killed in the February 28 strikes. —AFP

Hormuz traffic slumps as US, Iran
trade strikes

Laetitia Conmanay

LONDON - Traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz has fallen sharply since
Wednesday, especially through the UN-
backed Omani route, analysts said, after
vessels were attacked earlier this week
and as the United States and Iran traded
renewed strikes.

Flows through the strategic waterway
reached their highest levels since the start
of the war after a truce was agreed between
the two sides in mid-June, although they
remained at around a third of peacetime
levels.

However, the recovery appears to
have stalled — just six commodity tankers
have crossed so far on Thursday, and 21
such vessels transited the waterway on
Wednesday, according to Kpler data as of
14:30 GMT.

The only day with less traffic since
the US-Iran truce was on June 28, when
just 19 commodities vessels crossed a day
after a tanker was attacked off Oman.

US President Donald Trump declared
the ceasefire over on Wednesday but left
the door open to more talks, and analysts
said that the path to lasting peace was
never going to be straightforward.

“Ebbs and flows, that’s what I'm
expecting, not just over the summer, but
almost until the end of the year, until we
get something concrete between Tehran
and Washington,” Andrew Wilson, head
of research at BRS shipbrokers, said in a
webinar held by maritime journal Lloyd’s
List on Thursday.

“We’re certainly better than we were in
March and April, but until we have some sort
of substantial agreement..., it’s just going to
remain very, very volatile,” he added.

Stranded seafarers
Most ships crossing since Wednesday

either switched off their transponders or
used the northern Iranian route, which
requires Iranian approval to transit.

The southern Omani route, used in past
weeks by many vessels not linked to Iran,
has been largely avoided since Wednesday.

Early yesterday, no ships had crossed
using that route, according to ship tracks
visible on MarineTraffic.

The website only shows vessels with
transponders switched on, so it is possible
that more may have crossed with their
signals switched off.

Iran has said it opposes the route
and two of the three vessels it attacked
between Monday and Tuesday were near
it when they were hit.

In total, five ships have been attacked
since the memorandum of understanding
was signed by Washington and Tehran.

The head of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), Arsenio Dominguez,
urged shipowners and operators on
Wednesday to avoid exposing 6,000
seafarers still stranded in the Gulf to
unnecessary danger by transiting the strait.

“We’re not going back to February
27, and I think everybody understands
that,” Lloyd’s List editor-in-chief Richard
Meade said in Thursday’s briefing.

“A tentative 60-day agreement with
few guarantees was never really going to
change the dial much in terms of shipping
decisions”, he added.

Some tankers in recent days have also
been seen reversing course as they were
about to exit the strait.

The recent easing of restrictions at
least allowed many vessels trapped for
months in the Gulf to exit.

Shipping analysts AXSMarine said
yesterday that it detected 689 merchant
vessels west of the Strait of Hormuz, down
from 1,061 vessels in early March. —AFP
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Deep-sea mining menaces
molluscs, conservationists warn

GENEVA - Deep-sea mining
threatens more than half of the
molluscs reliant on hydrothermal
ventsontheseabed, the International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) said yesterday.

The organisation said that 62
percent of endemic hydrothermal
vent molluscs — 125 out of 201
species known worldwide — “are
at risk of extinction due to deep-
sea mining for valuable minerals”,
in an update to its Red List of
Threatened Species.

The Red List — which assigns
threat levels ranging from “least
concern” to “extinct” — includes
175,909 species, up from 172,620
in the previous edition.

It has 49,505 listed as
threatened with extinction, up
from 48,646 last time.

Found only at depths down
to 5,000 metres below sea level,
around vents spewing water that
can exceed 450C, the threatened
molluscs include snails, limpets,
mussels, clams and chitons.

Many of them have only been
discovered in the past 10 years,
“and already face extinction due
to human disturbance of their
habitat”, said [TUCN.

The Swiss-based organisation
said exploration of the seabed
created sediment plumes that
smothered the animals, affected
their ability to absorb nutrients.

These molluscs “are one of the
most highly threatened of all animal
groups, at a critical moment for their
future”, said Julia Sigwart from the
TUCN mollusc specialist group.

She underlined that [TUCN
voted in 2021 for a moratorium
on deep-sea mining unless the
marine environment is effectively
protected.

“Life on Earth has adapted to
survive in the most hostile and
unusual habitats, such as deep-
sea molluscs that live around
extremely hot vents,” warned
IUCN chief Grethel Aguilar.

“Now as pressures on
biodiversity mount across the
planet, even the creatures with the
most ingenious survival strategies
are under threat.”

Desert rain frog

The organisation also shone
a light on the desert rain frog, a
species popular on social media,
which burrows itself into the sand.

It has been moved from the
“near threatened” to “vulnerable”
— one step worse on the scale
— owing to diamond mining
and energy infrastructure
developments along the west coast
of South Africa and Namibia.

Without conservation action,
the population is expected to
decline by 20 percent in the next
decade, it added.

Meanwhile the status of
Australia’s numbat — a small
marsupial also known as the banded
anteater — has improved from
“endangered” to “near threatened”.

There are now thought to
between 2,000 and 3,000 of the
animals, up from just a few hundred
in the 1970s, thanks to captive
breeding and protection measures.

“Long-term, strategic and
collaborative conservation
effort works,” insisted John
Woinarski, the co-chair of IUCN’s

Australasian ~ marsupial  and
Monotreme specialist group.
“Without it, invasive cats

and foxes will continue to drive
Australia’s small marsupials and
native rodents to extinction.” — AFP

El Nino likely to ‘rank among
largest’ on record: US agency

WASHINGTON —The El Nifio
weather pattern picked up strength
over the past month and is highly
likely to “rank among the largest”
ever recorded when it peaks
between October and December,
US forecasters said yesterday.

El Nifio warms surface
temperatures in the central and
eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean,
triggering worldwide changes in
winds, pressure and rainfall patterns.

In its latest update, the US
Climate Prediction Centre (CPC)
said there was an 81 percent
chance of a “very strong” El Nifio
between October-December that
would rank among the largest such
events in the historic record going
back to 1950.

“Very strong” is defined as
being 2.0 degrees Celsius or more
above an index value. The CPC
also put the odds at 97 percent that
the event will persist through early

spring 2027.
El Niflos typically have knock-
on effects globally, including

drier conditions and drought in

Australia, wetter winters in East
Africa and the southern United
States, and warmer overall global
temperatures.

“Even the strongest El Nifo
events do not lead to the typical
impact everywhere, but stronger
events can more significantly
tilt the odds in favor of expected
outcomes,” the CPC said.

Sea surface temperatures are
now 1.2C above average in a
defined stretch of the equatorial
Pacific known as the Nifo 3.4
region, the CPC said.

Combined with warming waters
below the surface and shifting wind
and pressure patterns, the “ocean-
atmosphere system reflected a
strengthening El Nino.”

While El Nifio usually peaks
between November and February,
the resulting spike in temperatures
typically comes later.

Compounded with human-
induced climate change, the last El
Nino contributed to making 2023
the second-hottest year on record
and 2024 the all-time high. —AFP
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Florida airport renamed ‘Trump’
in latest push to expand his brand

WEST PALM BEACH, Florida
— A Florida airport was renamed
after Donald Trump yesterday
accelerating a push by the US
president and supporters to plaster
his name and image on everything
from national landmarks to
banknotes.

The Republican leader’s son
Eric celebrated by landing in the
private family Boeing 757 — so-called
“Trump Force One” — at what
had been known as Palm Beach

International Airport for nearly half

a century.

“A beautiful day,” a grinning
Eric Trump said on Fox News at the
newly minted President Donald J.
Trump International Airport, a short
drive from the family’s Mar-a-Lago
golf resort and compound.

The airport renaming was signed
into law by Florida’s Republican
governor, Ron DeSantis.

“I don’t think there’s anybody
more synonymous with Palm Beach
than Donald Trump and maybe all
of Florida,” Eric Trump said.

He pointed out that the main
road leading out of the airport is
already called “President Donald J.
Trump Boulevard.”

And now anyone flying into
Palm Beach will have a ticket
where “you’re going to see ‘DJT’ in
perpetuity.”

Travellers at the airport
yesterday morning were mixed on
the name change.

Corporate pilot Chris Bailey
welcomed the switch, telling AFP
that Trump has “certainly done
enough to warrant a name of an
airport.”

But others were hostile.

“Palm Beach is a better brand.

US President Donald Trump walks toward his motorcade after arriving at Joint Base

Andrews, Maryland from the 2026 NATO Summit in Turkey.

Banknotes, buildings,
bridge

Breaking the long-held US
tradition against celebrating living
figures — and particularly serving
presidents — on currency and
buildings, the Trump name and
image are spreading rapidly.

Officials, including US Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent, unveiled
the Donald J. Trump Bridge in
Tennessee yesterday.

Washington already features the
renamed Donald J. Trump United
States Institute of Peace and giant
posters with his face have been
hung from the facades of major
government buildings.

Trump’s name was briefly
imposed on the famous Kennedy
Arts Centre in the capital, before a

- AFP

official government programmes.

His image is due to appear on
some US passports and already
appears on passes to National Parks.
An entire “Trump class” of naval
ships has been announced.

In yet another first, Trump’s
signature will appear on US dollar
notes later this year, the Treasury
says.

Critics liken the spread of the
Trump brand to cults of personality
usually seen elsewhere.

Eric Trump dismissed there was
anything wrong with the airport
renaming, telling Fox News that
“anything that bears our name is
slightly controversial.”

Asked about how the president
feels to have the Florida airport
named after him, Eric Trump

People don’t really like Donald judge ruled this illegal. said he was “honoured” and
Trump,” John Manov, a doctor, In addition, there are Trump- “humbled.”
said. “It seems in poor taste.” branded visa, medical and other —AFP, MPD
] L]
Austrian-Israeli DREAM bets
1 ’
on ‘full stack’ govt Al
Tom Barfield Transatlantic ~ tensions have including Germany and Latin
PARIS — Governments must brought IT sovereignty — a woolly ~America, with eyes also on the US
control the “full stack” of Al concept that can mean different and Singapore.
capability to address growing things to different players — to The company also plans to triple

concerns about data sovereignty,
the head of Austrian-Isracli Al
company DREAM told AFP
yesterday at Paris’ RAISE summit
on the technology.

“Being sovereign means that you
control and you own the model and
the infrastructure” from computing
hardware to Al software and data,
chief executive Shalev Hulio said.

“The government eventually
needs to control the full stack”.

For DREAM, “what all the
customers have in common is that
they don’t want to be fully dependent
from the US or China,” Hulio’s
co-founder and former Austrian
chancellor Sebastian Kurz said.

Kurz declined to name specific
countries the company is working
with, citing only the “Middle East,
southeast Asia and Europe” as
regions where it is active.

the front of especially European
governments’ minds as they fear
relying on US players.

That fear was sharpened in
recent weeks when Washington
cut off foreigners’ access to US
firm Anthropic’s Mythos Al model
and its vaunted cybersecurity
capabilities.

The worries have translated into
moves like France’s plan to drop
a contract with US data wrangling
firm Palantir for its domestic spy
agency, while other US actors like
Microsoft scramble to offer systems
purportedly beyond Washington’s
reach.

DREAM, by contrast, describes
itself as a European-Israeli company
with global ambitions.

Hulio said the firm would use a
recent US$260 million fundraising
round to grow into new regions

the size of an Israeli data centre it
uses for training Al models from
its current “hundreds” of graphics
processing units (GPUs), he added.

That number is a tiny fraction of
the hundreds of thousands operated
by “hyperscaler” computing power
providers like Microsoft or Amazon
Web Services (AWS).

But Hulio insisted that that scale
of compute was appropriate as
“government is not going to invest
a lot... the majority are not going to
build huge data centres.”

The important thing for
government customers is that
DREAM “don’t need to have access
to the data. We don’t need to connect
it to the internet. We can deploy it
and go away and you will be fully
owned,” he added.

“That’s a real sovereign Al...
nobody can shut it down.” —AFP
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After twin quakes, Venezuelans fear Iosmg damaged homes

Nina Negron

CATIA LA MAR — Morela Luna
anxiously awaits the arrival of a team
of experts to inspect her partially col-
lapsed home, where her neighbours
had to rescue her after Venezuela’s
twin earthquake on June 24 that has
claimed more than 3,600 lives.

Luna lived with her husband
and four-year-old son on the second
floor of their house in the La Lucha
neighbourhood of Catia la Mar, in
La Guaira state, the hardest hit by
the quakes. Her father lived on the
first floor.

“I still think this is a nightmare.
I wish I could rebuild my house. I
grew up here and [ don’t want to lose
it,” says the 23-year-old geography
student, who sleeps at her partner’s
grandmother’s house at night.

About two weeks after the quakes,
engineers and architects are evaluating
the homes in this low-income
neighbourhood, built by its residents.

They will determine which ones
are safe to live in — marked with
a green sticker — those that need
repairs, marked yellow, and those
that are dangerous and must be
evacuated — red.

Luna’s house is one of the collapsed
homes they won’t even enter.

Nearby, 65-year-old Juana
Alfonzo still moves around her

home, even though the floor is
sunken and cracked, and the
columns show visible damage.

She and five of her relatives are
sleeping in tents in the yard, out of
fear of more collapses. But she’s
confident her house can be salvaged.

“Some people are crying a lot
because, of course, it’s a total loss. So
many years building these houses, only
for them to be gone in 39 seconds” with
the powerful, consecutive earthquakes
of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5, Alfonzo says
about her neighbours.

The engineering brigade has
determined that several columns in
her house are compromised and it
shouldn’t be inhabited because they
could give way.

Alfonzo won’t receive this news
from the engineering brigade. Instead,
a government team will come later
to tell her and place a red warning
sticker on her building’s facade.

The small open spaces of the
La Lucha neighbourhood are filled
with tents belonging to residents
anxiously awaiting government
repairs to their homes. In some
areas, workers are clearing debris,
but so far, nothing more.

Many remember the 1999 mudslide
that left thousands dead in this same
area, as well as tens of thousands more
left homeless in that disaster, some of

A rescue worker searches for wctlms ina destroyed bu:ldlng in Caraballeda, La Gualra

state, Venezuela, on Wednesday, a fortnight after the June 24 twin earthquakes.

whom spent years in shelters.

The June 24 quakes left nearly
18,000 homeless, according to officials.

Gustavo, a 60-year-old mechanic
who declined to give his last name,
is worried.

“Nobody’s going to want to
leave here,” he said.

The two earthquakes caused 190
buildings to collapse and damaged
another 856, according to official
figures. A NASA survey estimates
that the number could reach 58,000.

6,000 inspections
In Los Palos Grandes, one of
Caracas’s most expensive middle-

Cuba reconnects to power grid
after latest island blackout

HAVANA — Cuba fully restored its
energy grid on Wednesday after the
third nationwide blackout this year, but
authorities warned more outages could
follow due to fuel shortages.

The Caribbean island is reeling
from its worst economic crisis in
decades — one made worse by a fuel
blockade imposed by US President
Donald Trump in January as part of
a pressure campaign aimed at ending
six decades of communist rule.

Unlike in previous major
blackouts, the low fuel supplies
have complicated the process of
restoring the system after it went
offline at noon on Monday, leaving
the entire country of 9.6 million
inhabitants without power.

Electricity was restored to large
parts of Cuba on Tuesday, and by
early Wednesday the national grid
was back online across all provinces,

A family rests on mattresses in a building doorway during a power outage in Havana

on Tuesday.

according to state electricity
company Union Eléctrica.

But power restoration will
not bring long-term relief to
the population as the electricity
production shortfall will continue
to cause blackouts across much of
the country, Félix Estrada, a senior

-AFP

official at the Ministry of Energy
and Mines, said on state television.

Deteriorating infrastructure and
fuel shortages have led to widespread
outages, which have only worsened
since Washington imposed its
blockade that has starved Cuba’s
aging power generators of fuel. — 4AFP

Brazilian police search Bolsonaro’s home,
no weapons found

BRASILIA — Brazilian police on
Wednesday searched for weapons
at the home of former president
Jair Bolsonaro, who is under house
arrest, but came up empty-handed.

Bolsonaro, 71, is serving a 27-
year prison sentence for attempting
a coup to overturn the result of the
2022 election won by President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Last week the Supreme Court
extended Bolsonaro’s house arrest
due to health issues.

This was conditional on
Bolsonaro surrendering about 10

weapons registered to his name,
after one of his bodyguards was
found in possession of one of his
guns last month.

The former leader’s lawyers
handed over most of the firearms,
but said one shotgun had never been
picked up from the company where
it was purchased and thus could not
be handed in.

According to the search order,
seen by AFP, Supreme Court judge
Alexandre de Moraes said the
explanation was “inconsistent” with
existing records.

He also noted a discrepancy between
the number of registered weapons
and those surrendered to authorities.

However, police “didn’t find
anything,” lawyer Jodo Henrique
Nascimento de Freitas told AFP,
adding there had been “no grounds
for the search.”

He said the search lasted about
an hour and included the bedroom of
Bolsonaro’s 15-year-old daughter,
who was asleep at the time.

A police document submitted to
the court confirmed the search had
turned up nothing. —AFP

- AFP

class neighbourhoods and one of
the hardest hit, three residents stare
with dismay at the red sign placed
on their building.

“Who did that inspection, and
with what training?” a woman asks
angrily.

“I’ve lived here for 40 years, I
don’t want a demolition,” another
woman said.

A presidential commission to
determine how habitable buildings
are has been organising workshops
to prepare engineers and architects
to inspect buildings damaged by the
earthquakes.

Its president, Francisco Garcés, who

is also the Minister of Transportation,
said that around 6,000 assessments
have already been carried out.

“The repair and rehabilitation
phases will follow,” he says.

“New homes are already being
built, some are nearing completion,
and others are being upgraded to
provide solutions for those whose
homes have been completely
destroyed,” he told AFP.

Technical review

Gustavo Duque, mayor of
Chacao, a middle-class Caracas
neighbourhood, urges caution in
interpreting the red sign too simply.

“It doesn’t necessarily imply
demolition, but the building must
undergo a technical review to
determine if it can be repaired,” he
told to AFP.

In his municipality, which includes
Los Palos Grandes, three residential
buildings completely collapsed.

Of a total of 3,100 buildings
in the Chacao municipality, some
1,000 have been inspected so far,
and 25 are classified as red.

A warning about fragile
buildings came recently: in Caracas,
part of a school in the historic centre
— also classified as red — collapsed
on July 3, causing no injuries
because it was empty. — AFP

Venezuelan president asks
King Charles to release
frozen gold assets

CARACAS — Venezuela’s
interim president, Delcy
Rodriguez, said on Wednesday she
had asked Britain’s King Charles
to release about 30 tonnes of
Venezuelan gold frozen under UK
sanctions so it could be used for
earthquake reconstruction.

“I decided to send a letter to the
King of England to have the gold
held at the Bank of England released.

This gold belongs to our people.
We need this gold to deal with the
consequences of the earthquake,”
she said on state television.

Last month’s twin quakes in
Venezuela have killed at least
3,800 people, flattened scores
of residential buildings and left
thousands more homeless or
missing in one of Latin America’s
worth earthquake disasters. — AFP

Brazil authorises expulsion of
Russian accused of espionage

BRASILIA — Brazil has
authorised the expulsion of a
Russian national accused by
the United States of posing as a
Brazilian student in Europe to
gather information about Ukraine,
according to a decision published
this week.

Sergey Vladimirovich Cherka-
sov, who has been imprisoned in
Brazil since 2022, is sought for
extradition by both Washington
and Moscow — the former on the
basis of espionage charges and the
latter for drug trafficking.

The Brazilian government’s
decision, published in the Official
Gazette on Monday, did not
specify the country to which the
40-year-old will be expelled.

Cherkasov was arrested in
2022 in the Netherlands, where he
was allegedly posing as a Brazilian
master’s degree student.

Dutch police determined that

he was an agent of Moscow’s GRU
military intelligence and seeking
to infiltrate the International
Criminal Court in The Hague to
influence cases related to war
crimes in Ukraine.

He was deported to Brazil,
where he was sentenced to 15
years in prison for identity fraud.

That year, Russia requested the
extradition of Cherakov, saying he
was a drug trafficker.

The United States accused
Cherkasov in 2023 of acting
as an agent of a foreign power
while studying at Johns Hopkins
University in Washington between
2018 and 2020, and asked Brazil
to extradite him.

Cherkasov allegedly posed
as a graduate student to collect
information about US citizens,
which he then passed on to his
Russian superiors, according to
US authorities. —AFP
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FIFA lashes ‘unfounded allegations’
after Argentina-Egypt clash

o LOS ANGELES - FIFA
referees chief Pierluigi Collina
42 has hit out at “unfounded
allegations” against World
Cup match officials in the wake of
Argentina’s controversial last 16
victory over Egypt.

In comments posted on FIFA’s
official website, Collina defended
officials who oversaw Argentina’s
3-2 win in Atlanta and were accused
of malpractice by Egypt coach
Hossam Hassan.

Hassan speculated that the
officiating team for the game,
headed by French referee Francois
Letexier may have been subjected
to “external pressure” to favour
Argentina.

The claims came after a string
of decisions went against the
Egyptians, including a goal chalked
off by VAR for a foul committed
much earlier in the move at the
other end of the field.

Collina though rejected any
suggestion of wrongdoing or a
conspiracy to assist Argentina’s
World Cup campaign.

“Oof course, constructive
discussion about decisions will
always be part of football, but
unfounded allegations have no
place in our sport,” Collina said.

“Nobody can question the
integrity of the FIFA World Cup
match officials. When this happens,
it may provoke reactions that lead
to threats against them and their
families. This is not right.

“Equally, nobody can claim that
FIFA Refereeing can be influenced

by anyone, not even by the FIFA
President (Gianni Infantino).

“Match officials make honest
decisions and, just like players and
coaches, they always try to do their
best.”

Egypt coach Hassan said his
team had been the victims of
“injustice” by officials.

“We have been cheated unfairly
today (Tuesday), we have suffered
injustice,” Hassan said after
his team’s loss, suggesting that
FIFA “wanted to keep the world
champions in the competition.
Perhaps they wanted Messi to stay
in the running.”

“In football, there are sometimes
external factors that go beyond
the technical aspects. The world
champions received support at every
level,” Hassan told BeIN Sports.

But on the specific case of the
decision to disallow Mostafa Zico’s
superb breakaway goal which
would have given Egypt a 2-0 lead,
Collina said referees had acted
correctly after VAR spotted a foul
in the build-up.

“If a foul is identified in the
build-up and is deemed to have had
an impact on the goal, the VAR will
recommend an on-field review,” the
Italian said. “There is no defined
limit regarding either the distance
from goal or the amount of time
between the incident and the goal.

“We believe that a foul is a foul.
Regardless of whether the foul
appears ‘obvious’, if the referee did
not see it on the field of play, the
VAR can intervene.” —AFP

Portuguese teenager Quenda
completes Chelsea move

. LONDON -
é Eﬁ:’;ﬂ Chelsea have com-

pleted the signing of
Portuguese teenager Geovany Quen-
da from Sporting Lisbon on a con-
tract until 2034, the Premier League
club announced on Wednesday.

The deal, which was struck last
year, sees the versatile 19-year-old
head to London for a fee of around
£44 million (US$59 million).

“It feels great to be here. Chelsea
is a great team and I am excited to
play here at Stamford Bridge,”
Quenda told the club’s website.

“The club has shown faith in

players like me and I am proud to be
here, proud to be part of this club.”

The Portugal under-21 interna-
tional, who can play on either wing
or at wing-back, helped Sporting
win the domestic league and cup
double in 2024/25.

Named Primeira Liga Young
player of the season in 2025,
Quenda made 54 appearances in all
competitions for Sporting.

He also holds the record as the
youngest Portuguese player to score
in the UEFA Champions League,
netting the 4-1 victory over Kairat
in September 2025. —AFP
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England’s Quansah handed

2-game World Cup ban

MIAMI - England defender
Jarell Quansah will miss tomorrow’s
World Cup quarter-final against
Norway, and the last four should the
Three Lions progress, after being
handed a two-game ban by FIFA.

Quansah was shown a straight
red card against Mexico in the last
16, but only after a VAR review.

The absence of the Bayer
Leverkusen man adds an extra
headache to Thomas Tuchel’s
selection at right-back.

Chelsea captain Reece James
has missed the last three games
after picking up a hamstring injury
and is the only natural right-back in
Tuchel’s squad.

Djed Spence and Quansah have
deputised at right-back, but both
have struggled.

James remains a doubt for the
last eight after missing training on
Wednesday.

Ezri Konsa was forced to move
to right-back for the final half hour of
England’s dogged display to win in
Mexico and could start there with John
Stones coming into central defence.

Andy Scott

NEW YORK — The expansion
of the World Cup to 48 teams
has offered more of a chance to
continents that were previously
underrepresented at the tournament,
but a glance at the quarter-final
line-up tells a familiar tale.

Six of the countries in the
last eight are European, with
the exceptions being Lionel
Messi’s Argentina, the reigning
champions, and Morocco.

With France, Spain, Belgium,
England, Norway and Switzerland
still in contention, there could be
an all-European semi-final line-up,
like in 2018.

Europe’s share of the spots
at a World Cup has decreased
dramatically in recent decades,
from boasting 14 of 24 berths in
Italy in 1990, to 16 out of 48 now.

The rest of the world has
therefore seen its share of the
places shoot up, with Africa having
10 teams this year compared to
just five in Qatar in 2022.

But now that we are down
to the business end, Europe is
dominating — in fact, six teams in
the quarter-finals is an increase on
four years ago, when five European
sides remained at this stage.

The 2002 World Cup remains
an outlier, when only four Europe-
an teams made the quarter-finals.

In football, Europe is where
the wealth is concentrated, with
the vast majority of the world’s top
talent playing in the continent’s
biggest leagues.

Western European academies
see the best coaches produce the
most talented youngsters, and
many countries elsewhere have
benefited from this.

England’s forward Ollie Watkins, (from left to right) England’s defender Nico
O’Reilly and England’s defender Jarell Quansah take part in a training session at
Swope Soccer Village in Kansas City on Wednesday, during the 2026 World Cup

football tournament.

The English Football
Association has reportedly been
exploring options to appeal
Quansah’s suspension after USA
striker Folarin Balogun’s ban was
controversially suspended by FIFA.

Balogun was cleared to play in
the States’ 4-1 defeat to Belgium

following a call by US President

Morocco, the only remaining
African side after becoming
the continent’s first ever World
Cup semi-finalists in 2022, have
become a leading force thanks to a
two-pronged approach.

Several members of their squad,
including playmaker Azzedine Ounahi
are products of the Mohammed VI
Academy, a state-of-the-art facility
outside the capital Rabat.

But most of their players were
born in western Europe and came
through academy systems there -
captain Achraf Hakimi and Brahim
Diaz from Spain, Noussair Mazraoui
in the Netherlands, Ayyoub Bouaddi
in France, for example.

In the 1-1 draw with Brazil
in their tournament opener they
became the first side in World Cup
history to at one point field a full
foreign-born 11.

Morocco now have the chance
to at least match their historic run
to the semis in 2022.

“Morocco are evolving all the
time, as are France,” coach Mohamed
Ouahbi said ahead of yesterday’s
clash between the nations.

“These two teams are even
better than they were four years
ago and that was to be expected
given the great work being done
by both federations.”

Brazil’s curse

Nearly a quarter of all players
selected for this World Cup
represented a country other than
their birthplace — frequently those
players were born in Europe but
chose to wear the colours of a
nation from elsewhere.

Argentina are different. Most
of their players were born there,
but many were picked up early

- AFP

Donald Trump to football’s global
governing body.

“Where does this start and
where does this end now? Can
we overturn it or not overturn it?
What’s going on?” Tuchel said
after victory in Mexico City.

“Where to draw the line is the
question that I ask?” —AFP

Expanded World Cup; same old story
as Europe dominates quarters

by European clubs — Messi is the
ultimate example, having been barely
a teenager when he joined Barcelona.

Most of Brazil’s players are
based in Europe too, but this is the
first World Cup in which they have
failed to make the quarter-finals
since 1990.

That is despite appointing
a European coach, in Carlo
Ancelotti. The thought-process
was essentially, if you can’t beat
them, join them.

However, Brazil’s defeat to
Norway in the last 16 maintained
their record of having lost every
time they have come up against
European opposition in a World
Cup knockout tie since they last
won the trophy in 2002.

Meanwhile, this World Cup
appeared to represent the perfect
opportunity for the United States
to reach at least the quarter-finals
— as they did once before, in 2002.
Their tournament ended in a 4-1
humbling by Belgium.

Asia, meanwhile, had a record
nine representatives, but only
Australia and Japan got beyond
the group stage.

Colombia had high hopes
but were defeated on penalties
by Switzerland, another small
Western European nation with an
oversized wealth of talent.

They are through to their first
quarter-final since 1954, and their
established record of playing and
competing against Europe’s top
sides helps them believe they can
give Argentina a game.

“This is aunique opportunity for
us. We have seen that Argentina are
not unbeatable,” said Switzerland
coach Murat Yakin. —AFP
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Noskova books all-Czech Wimbledon
final clash with Muchova

Steven Griffiths

LONDON - Linda
Noskova swept into her
first Wimbledon final with
a 6-4, 6-4 win over Marta Kostyuk
yesterday, setting up an all-Czech title
match against Karolina Muchova.

Noskova took just 79 minutes to
see off Ukrainian 12" seed Kostyuk
in sweltering 33C heat on Centre
Court.

In her maiden Grand Slam final,
the ninth seed faces her 10 seeded
compatriot Muchova, who beat
Coco Gauff in a three-set thriller
earlier yesterday.

Noskova had never been past the
quarter-final of a Grand Slam prior
to arriving at Wimbledon last week.

Now the 21-year-old is on the
brink of her maiden Grand Slam title.

“I just tried to keep cool, be as
patient as possible and somehow get
the last point,” Noskova said.

“When I play my best I know
I can play with the best players in
the world and a have a great result,
which is a final in a Grand Slam I
guess!”

For the third time in the last
four years, there will be a Czech
women’s champion at Wimbledon
after Barbora Krejcikova in 2024
and Marketa Vondrousova in 2023.

Wimbledon has a rich history
of Czech winners, with Noskova
inspired by the success of her
childhood idol Petra Kvitova, who
triumphed at the All England Club
in 2011 and 2014.

Jana Novotna memorably won
Wimbledon in 1998 after losing two
previous finals.

Noskova was the eighth Czech
player since 2000 to make it to the
final four of the women’s singles at
Wimbledon.

“Karolina is such a great fighter,

Czech Republic’s Linda Noskova celebrates winning against Ukraine’s Marta
Kostyuk during their singles semi-final at the 2026 Wimbledon Championships at
The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, southwest London,

yesterday.

mainly she is such a great person.
I’'m glad I can play my first final
against her,” Noskova said of facing
her compatriot.

Two players from the same
country will clash in the Wimbledon
women’s final for the first time
since 2009, when Serena Williams
beat sister Venus.

Ice-cool Noskova

Kostyuk had won 21 of her
previous 22 matches, with her only
defeat coming in the French Open
semi-finals against Mirra Andreeva
in June.

But once again she fell just short
of'a place in a first Grand Slam final.

Noskova had advanced to her
first Wimbledon semi-final with a
straight-sets win against Belgian
25" seed Elise Mertens.

That made her the youngest
Wimbledon  semi-finalist  since
Jelena Ostapenko in 2018.

-AFP

yet, but she has won more matches
on grass than any other player on
the WTA Tour in the past two years.

In the lead up to Wimbledon,
she won the Berlin Open for her first
grass-court title.

Noskova has taken that impres-
sive form into the All England Club,
leaving her on the brink of a life-
changing moment tomorrow.

There was little to separate
Noskova and Kostyuk in a first set
that turned into a war of attrition.

The crucial moment was a self-
inflicted wound as Kostyuk served
a double fault on set point to hand
Noskova the lead.

Noskova scented blood and
broke for a 3-1 lead in the second set.

With a place in the final within
touching distance, she allowed
Kostyuk to break back.

But Noskova was unfazed,
celebrating a nerveless victory after
Kostyuk’s forehand sailed long on
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Pogacar reclaims Tour de
France yellow jersey with
stage 6 win

i€, GAVARNIE-GE-
?I(B‘((, DRE, France — Reign-

ing champion Tadej
Pogacar stamped his authority
on the Tour de France yesterday,
winning the mountainous sixth
stage and reclaiming the race
leader’s yellow jersey.

Pogacar now leads by 2min
42sec from his main rival Jonas
Vingegaard, who finished second
on the 186km Pyrenean stage
from Pau to Gavarnie-Gedre to
move up to second overall.

Pogacar’s team-mate Isaac
Del Toro beat Remco Evenepoel
in the sprint for third to leapfrog
the Olympic champion in the
standings for third overall at 3:27.

Norwegian Torstein Traeen
had started the day in yellow but
he lost contact with the lead group
before the halfway point of the
punishing Tourmalet climb with
around 50 kilometres still to ride,
and from then on it was clear that
his grip on the jersey was gone.

To make matters worse he
crashed on the descent - his

second spill in as many days.

Pogacar’s UAE Emirates-
XRG team ramped up the pace
on the two Pyrenean behemoths,
the Col d’Aspin and Col du
Tourmalet, on another scorching
day in southwestern France where
temperatures again hit 40C.

The world champion attacked
about 4km from the summit of the
Tourmalet and he quickly gapped
his rivals.

At the summit, Pogacar led
Vingegaard by 30 seconds with
Paul Seixas, Florian Lipowitz and
Del Toro another minute behind.

Other contenders Evenepoel
and Juan Ayuso were in a small
group a further 20sec back.

On the descent and then the
final long but gentle climb to the
finish, Pogacar gradually extended
his lead, all but suffocating any
hope of his rivals challenging him
for the overall victory this year.

Vingegaard battled to limit his
losses while behind him the two
chasing groups merged but failed
to cooperate effectively. —AFP

Retired track and field athlete Sebastian Coe (left) sits next to Jamaican retired
sprinter Usain Bolt in the Centre Court’s Royal Box to watch the men’s singles
match between France’s Arthur Rinderknech and Serbia’s Novak Djokovic at the

such an incredible player, but

Noskova may not be a star just

match point.

—AFP

2026 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet
Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, last Friday.

-AFP

Duplantis, Seville, Alfred headline Monaco Diamond League

Luke Phillips

X/ DIAMOND LI

MONACO - Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplantis,
Julien Alfred and Oblique Seville headline the
Diamond League meet in Monaco today.

The star-studded track and field meet is
the 10™ of 15 on the elite circuit.

AFP Sport looks at five events to watch at
the Stade Louis II stadium.

Men’s pole vault

Pole vault world record holder Duplantis
has promised to target a 16" world record in
Monaco.

The double Olympic and triple world
champion set his first world record of 6.17m
back in 2020, and established the most recent
mark of 6.31m in Sweden in March.

The 26-year-old recently relocated to
Monaco after living in the United States and
Sweden, the nation in whose yellow and blue
colours he competes.

“Now that I’'m here and train here, this
is my home stadium and I feel that a world
record is needed and it would be fantastic if |
was able to do that here,” the newly-married
Duplantis said.

“That’s where my mind is at.”

Last year, Duplantis set a new meeting
record of 6.05m before three bold attempts at
a then-WR of 6.29m.

Women’s 200m

Reigning Olympic 100m champion Julien
Alfred will face a stiff challenge in the longer
sprint.

Alfred, whose gold in Paris in 2024 was
the first-ever medal of any colour for her tiny
Caribbean island homeland, has recorded
21.86 seconds.

But she finds herself up against American
Gabrielle Thomas, the reigning Olympic
200m champion, who has run 21.70sec.

The world leader, however, is Adaejah
Hodge, with 21.68 seconds.

Hodge clocked an impressive 10.82sec to
win the 100m in last week’s meeting in Eugene
and will be sure to be in the running in Monaco.

Men’s 100m

Reigning world champion Oblique Seville
of Jamaica races in the men’s 100m.

Seville, the 2026 world leader with
9.82sec, will be the man to beat, despite
coming in second in 9.89 behind Nigeria’s
Kayinsola Ajayi in Eugene.

His main rivals will include world indoor
champion Jordan Anthony, Olympic 200m
champion Letsile Tebogo, who was second in
the Eugene 100m in 19.93 behind American
winner Tate Taylor.

A dark horse in the blue-riband event
is Italy’s 2021 Olympic 100m champion
Marcell Jacobs.

The Italian raced to an astonishing 9.67sec
in the 100m at last week’s Austrian Open
Eisenstadt, albeit with a tailwind of 4.1m/s.

It was the third fastest men’s 100m in all
conditions in history, only surpassed by Usain
Bolt’s world record of 9.58 set at the 2009 world
championships in Berlin and his Olympic 100m
record of 9.63 from London in 2012.

“I’'m very happy because I’'m improving
with every race,” Jacobs said.

“Of course, it was very windy here, but
only Bolt in history has managed to beat this
time, and I’m really happy to have achieved
such a time.”

Men’s 1,000m
The men’s 1,000m, on paper, has all the
ingredients required for a spectacular race.
Olympic 800m champion Emmanuel
Wanyonyi of Kenya will face Algerian
Djamel Sedjati, Britons Jake Wightman and

Ben Pattison, and Spain’s Mohamed Attaoui,
the world leader over the distance this season.

All five athletes are capable of putting
down the hammer.

French two-lap specialists Azeddine Habz
and Gabriel Tual will also be hoping their legs
can offer up another 200m to make their mark in
what promises to be a highly competitive race.

Triathletes in action

The Monaco meet will feature two
Olympic triathlon champions testing their
running mettle on the track.

Britain’s Alex Yee runs in a loaded men’s
5,000m in a bid to improve his personal best.

French eyes, however, will be on
Cassandre Beaugrand in the women’s 3,000m.

Beaugrand, the only female triathlete
(and the second ever after Alistair Brownlee)
to have won a gold medal in the three major
competitions - 2024 Olympics, 2024 world
champs and 2022 European champs, competes
in Monaco just a few weeks after breaking the
French 5,000m record.

The race is headlined by none other
than Kenyan legend Faith Kipyegon, along
with Australia’s Jessica Hull, Italy’s Nadia
Battocletti and Ethiopia’s Freweyni Hailu, the
2026 world leader. —AFP
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“Total Eclipse’ singer Bonnie Tyler, queen of the 80s
power ballad, dies at 75

Clara Lalanne and Anna Malpas

LONDON — Welsh singer Bonnie Tyler,
best known for her powerful, haunting love
song “Total Eclipse of the Heart” has died
aged 75 in hospital in Portugal, her family
announced yesterday.

With her distinctive husky voice, tousled
mane of blonde hair and black eyeliner, Tyler
was instantly recognisable as the queen of
the 1980s power ballad.

Her death came after her family raised
hopes among fans after she came out of an
induced coma in hospital in Faro in Portugal,
where she had undergone emergency
intestinal surgery in May.

Tyler’s family announced yesterday on
Facebook that they were “heartbroken to
announce that Bonnie unexpectedly passed
away last night in hospital in Portugal as
a result of the illness that she was being
treated for”.

Her illness had forced the cancellation of
dates on a planned European tour to mark
the 50" anniversary of the release of “Lost in
France”, her 1976 breakthrough hit.

Born Gaynor Hopkins in the Welsh town
of Neath in 1951 where she grew up with
five siblings, she little imagined the success
she would have after leaving school at 16.

“The best thing I did was ‘Total Eclipse
of the Heart’. How can you ever possibly
imagine it would still be so big today and
people who weren’t even born then would
be singing it at karaoke?” she told the Daily
Telegraph in 2025.

She came from a humble background.

Her father worked in the coal mines, while
her mother was a housewife.

But Tyler said she inherited her talent
from her mum.

“My mother had a radiogram and loads
of 78 records, and she’d do the housekeeping
while singing her head off with the windows
open. People used to stand outside to listen
to her, she was so amazing,” she said in the
Duaily Telegraph interview.

Ballad queen

Initially, Tyler worked in a grocery
shop and began singing in her spare time,
changing her name to Sherene Davis to
avoid any confusion with another Welsh
singer Mary Hopkin.

In 1975, she was spotted by talent scout
Roger Bell singing in a Swansea nightclub,
and was signed only a few months later by
RCA records, changing her name again, this
time to Bonnie Tyler.

Shortly afterwards she had to have
surgery to remove nodules on her vocal
cords, and after not resting her voice enough
following the operation developed her
signature sultry sound.

Tyler’s first major smash hit was “It’s a
Heartache” in 1978, and entering the 1980s
she turned more towards rock music.

But it was “Total Eclipse”, written by US
composer Jim Steinman, which rocketed her
to international fame.

It’s one of rock music’s most famous
ballads and in 2026 — 43 years after it was
first released — it hit more than a billion

Britain’s Bonnie Tyler performs during the finals
of the 2013 Eurovision Song Contest on May 18,
2013. - AFP

listens on streaming website Spotify.

It has sold over six million records, and
the stirring iconic video has been viewed
more than a billion times on YouTube.

At the peak of her fame in 1984, Tyler
released “Holding Out for a Hero” from
the original score for the box-office hit film
“Footloose” starring Kevin Bacon.

‘Audience sings with me’

During her career, she released 17
studio albums and was nominated for three
Grammy Awards.

And she continued to enjoy success with
her music, particularly in Germany.

In 2013 she carried UK hopes in the
Eurovision song contest with “Believe In
Me” only to finish 19™.

A fan of Tina Turner and French rocker
Johnny Hallyday, Tyler was known for her
down-to-earth nature and for keeping her
Welsh accent.

Tyler was married since 1973 to property
developer and former judo athlete Robert
Sullivan, her childhood sweetheart.

Since the 1970s, the couple divided
their time between Wales and the Algarve
in Portugal, a “magical place” to which she
was deeply attached.

She was awarded a Member of the Order
of the British Empire (MBE) for services to
music by Queen Elizabeth II in 2022, shortly
before the monarch’s death.

Her latest tour had been planned to finish
in December in the Welsh capital of Cardiff.

“I live a very normal life and don’t go
around with bodyguards; I’'m not Mariah
Carey, darling. I’'m always happy to take a
selfie in front of the salad counter,” she told
The Times in 2025.

“People ask me if I get tired singing the old
songs, but why wouldn’t I love singing some-
thing like “Total Eclipse of the Heart’? As soon
as [ start one of those numbers, the whole audi-
ence sings it back to me — it’s magic.” — AFP

Romain Fonsegrives

LOS ANGELES - Gritty
medical drama “The Pitt” and inter-
generational comedy “Hacks” on
Wednesday topped the nominations
for the Emmys, television’s
equivalent of the Oscars.

“The Pitt” racked up 25 nomina-
tions including one for best drama,
while the fifth and final season of
“Hacks” earned 24 nominations
including one for best comedy.

The one-two punch was a bright
spot for HBO Max, the home of both
programs, and the platform with the
most nominations overall at 122.

Netflix’s “Beef” topped the
nominations among the limited
series contenders with 16, and the
streaming giant was second-best
overall with 111 nods.

“The Pitt” — a cross between
“ER” and “24,” and last year’s
winner for best drama — follows the
stressed-out workers in a Pittsburgh
emergency room, with each episode
unfolding in real time.

Tackling  everything  from
abortion rights to immigration
crackdowns to mass shootings, the
show started slowly but became a
word-of-mouth sensation.

Noah Wyle — who rose to fame
on “ER” — has racked up prizes
as star of “The Pitt,” including an
Emmy, and is again a nominee for
best drama actor this time around.

Another top drama contender
s “Pluribus” — created by Vince
Gilligan (“Breaking Bad”) — with
18 nominations.

“The Pitt,” *‘Hacks’ lead Emmy nominations

The Apple TV show is set in a
post-apocalyptic world in which
most of humanity has been infected
with an alien virus creating a
peaceful hive mind, with only 13
outliers immune.

“Pluribus” star Rhea Seehorn,
who won a Golden Globe and
a Critics Choice Award -earlier
this year for the show, is an early
favoUrite for the Emmy for best
drama actress.

The other contenders for best
drama include Keri Russell’s
political soap opera “The Diplomat,”
spy series “Slow Horses” and
“Game of Thrones” prequel “A
Knight of the Seven Kingdoms.”

‘Hacks’ vs ‘Widow’s Bay’

On the comedy side, after last
year’s big wins for Seth Rogen’s
Hollywood satire “The Studio,” the
competition looks set to feature an
old favourite and a newcomer.

“Hacks,” the tale of a stand-up
comedian trying to revive her career
and the dysfunctional millennial
assistant who helps her, leads the
way with 24 nominations.

The show’s star Jean Smart has
already won four Emmys for her
portrayal of Deborah Vance and is
nominated once again, as is co-star
Hannah Einbinder, who won her
first Emmy last year.

Apple TV’s new horror-comedy
series “Widow’s Bay” has made a
big splash, earning 19 nominations
— the third most overall.

It stars Matthew Rhys as a

wacky New England mayor who is
trying to boost tourism on his island,
which residents believe is haunted.

The rest of the field is
nevertheless strong, with Apple
TV’s “Shrinking” starring Jason
Segel and Harrison Ford as
therapists, and the final season of
“The Bear,” a dark satire set in the
Chicago restaurant world, in the
mix.

“The Bear” has racked up 21
Emmys in past years, including
two for star Jeremy Allen White,
but critics were divided about the
final season and White was not
nominated this year.

Among the nominees for best
limited series are social drama
“Beef” and “Love Story: John F.
Kennedy Jr and Carolyn Bessette.”

“Love Story” drummed up
controversy — and viewers — with
its revisiting of the A-list couple’s
courtship and untimely deaths, but
it only earned six nominations.

“Beef,” a Netflix anthology, stars
Oscar Isaac and Carey Mulligan in
its second iteration, which focuses
on the explosive dynamic between
two couples.

Another entrant in these
categories is “DTF St. Louis,” the
tale of a middle age love triangle
gone wrong starring Jason Bateman,
David Harbour and Linda Cardellini
— all of them Emmy nominees.

The September 14 gala in Los
Angeles will be hosted by veteran
“Law and Order: SVU” star Mariska
Hargitay. —AFP

——

An Emmy statue is displayed on the red carpet ahead of the 74" Emmy Awards at the
Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles, California, on September 12, 2022. Nominations
for the 78" Emmy Awards were announced on Wednesday. The 78" Primetime Emmy

Awards will be held on September 14 in Los Angeles. - AFP
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WORLD CUP POST-SCRIPT
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Young football fans carry cutouts Norway’s head coach Staale
of Argentina’s Lionel Messi (right), Solbakken gives a press
Brazil’s Neymar (centre) and conference at the Inter Miami
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo as CF Training Facility in Fort
they walk past graffiti painted on a Lauderdale on Wednesday
wall to celebrate the ongoing FIFA during the 2026 World Cup
World Cup tournament, in Kolkata, football tournament.

India on June 14. - AFP - AFP

)
Argentina’s goalkeeper
Emiliano Martinez takes
part in a training session
at the Sporting KC
Stadium in Kansas City
on Wednesday, during
the 2026 World Cup
tournament. - AFP

Morocco flags fly

outside a sports apparel
shop selling 2026 FIFA
World Cup-affiliated
merchandise in the city
of Hebron in the occupied
West Bank on Wednesday,
a day ahead of the World
Cup quarter-final match
between France and
Morocco. - AFP
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g A boy poses for photos next England’s German head coach
Fumn B prmmneEsmes : ' b | to a statue of Argentina’s Thomas Tuchel leads a training
EXNKECTEREA! i i football player Lionel Messi session at Swope Soccer Village
1 at a shopping mall in Beijing in Kansas City on Wednesday,
yesterday. - AFP during the 2026 World Cup
football tournament. - AFP
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