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Macau CDC joins WHO Global
Outbreak Alert & Response Network

Khalel Vallo

The local Health Bureau’s (SSM) Centre
for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC)
has officially become a member of the
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) Global
Outbreak Alert and Response Network
(GOARN), strengthening Macau’s public
health emergency response capabilities and
international cooperation, according to a
WHO statement yesterday.

The statement said that the centre
officially joined GOARN last Wednesday
after receiving confirmation from the WHO.

Established by the WHO in 2000, GOARN
is a global public health technical collaboration
network comprising more than 360 public
health institutions, laboratories, academic
centres and emergency response organisations,
the statement noted, adding that mission is to
quickly detect, assess and respond to public
health events with the potential for international
spread or pandemics by mobilising experts and
resources when needed.

According to the bureau, its membership
will enable Macau to obtain more timely

Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network

This image downloaded from the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) Global Outbreak Alert and Response

Network (GOARN) website depicts its official logo.

information on global public health risks
and technological developments while
strengthening cooperation with the WHO and
public health institutions worldwide.

The statement said that joining the network
will also enhance Macau’s capabilities
in disease surveillance, risk assessment,
emergency preparedness and outbreak
response, while creating more opportunities
for local public health professionals to

Trump skips new Air Force One on
return from Turkey NATO summit

ANKARA — US President Donald
Trump said yesterday he would use his old
Air Force One plane to leave Turkey after
a NATO summit, sending his new Qatari-
gifted jet on ahead to Britain.

Trump said on his Truth Social network
he was sending the new jet to Mildenhall
airbase so that service members would
have a “chance to tour the Aircraft.”

“Everybody is so excited, and we
thought that they should be the first. For old
time’s sake, we’ll be taking the former Air
Force One, from Turkey,” Trump added.

But the switch from the new jet on its
maiden foreign trip sparked speculation it
was because its security features were lacking
— particularly after Trump threatened fresh
strikes against Iran, which borders Turkey.

Asked during a press conference
whether the change was for security
reasons related to Iran, Trump sidestepped
the question by talking about previous
alleged assassination attempts by Tehran.

“I speak about it a lot because the life
of a president is very dangerous,” he said.

Pressed on why he wasn’t taking the
new plane, Trump replied: “It’s flying to
Europe to one of the big bases — two or
three of the big bases — where we can show
it to the people. And we’ll be going home
by normal methods.”

Qatar’s royal family donated the 747-8
plane last year after Trump complained
about the state of the two ageing jets that
have served as the US presidential plane
since 1990.

The new plane was rapidly retrofitted
and equipped with security features before
making its first flight with Trump on July 1.

It features a new red, white and navy
blue colour scheme in a change from the
previous white and light blue livery.

Two brand-new Boeing Air Force Ones
are due to be delivered later this decade
after a series of delays.

Critics have raised a host of ethical,
constitutional and security concerns about
the gifting of an aircraft worth hundreds of
millions of US dollars by a foreign power like
Qatar. (More about Trump on p.10)  —AFP

participate in international training and
exchanges, adding that the move aligns with
the whole country’s efforts to strengthen its
public health system by improving disease
surveillance, early warning mechanisms,
risk assessment and emergency response
capabilities, while actively participating in
global public health governance.

The bureau said it will continue to uphold
its principle of “prevention first and proper

medical care” by strengthening its public
health workforce, deepening cooperation
with international and regional public health
organisations, closely monitoring global
public health risks, and enhancing emergency
preparedness to safeguard residents’ health
and public health security.

Macau is not a member of the WHO, as full
membership is reserved for sovereign states.
Instead, it participates under the jurisdiction
of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) of
which it is an inalienable part. Within the
WHO framework, it is officially classified as
an Associate Member, designated as Macao
Special Administrative Region (China) within
the 38-member Western Pacific Region. This
status allows Macau to maintain its own
technical relationship with the organisation,
attend regional committee meetings, and access
WHO resources directly through its local
Health Bureau (SSM), while its international
representation is tethered to the PRC. While the
Hong Kong SAR is also an Associate Member
of the WHO Western Pacific Region, China’s
Taiwan region is not. ®

Guests watch a performance by Chinese-made robots following a promotional conference for the
140" Canton Fair at the African Union (AU) headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Tuesday.
Officials from China and the AU emphasized the significance of the China Import and Export
Fair—commonly known as the Canton Fair—in connecting African businesses with global buyers,

investors, technology partners, and new commercial opportunities.

- Xinhua

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views (f)The Macau Post Daily

Xi calls for advancing Chinese modern-
ization through sci-tech innovation

President Xi Jinping yesterday called for accelerated
efforts to achieve high-level self-reliance and strength in
science and technology, and leverage sci-tech innovation to
—Storyonp. 7

underpin and drive Chinese modernization.
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Le Pen joins the fray as France
presidential race heats up

The race to succeed French President Emmanuel Macron
is set to begin in earnest after far-right chief Marine Le Pen
said on Tuesday she would run despite an embezzlement
conviction, which she vowed to appeal.

— Story on p. 11
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Chinese ‘Smile Journey’ program
helps Mozambican kids regain smiles

An expert team from Sichuan Province has provided free
screening and reconstructive surgeries for Mozambican chil-
dren with cleft lip, cleft palate and other facial developmental
deformities, bringing new hope to their lives. —Story on p. 12
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‘SJM Macao Open’ to return in October

Khalel Vallo

The “SJM Macao Open” will
return from October 15 to 18 to the
Macau Golf & Country Club with
a US$1 million (8 million patacas)
prize purse, featuring 2016 Open
champion Henrik Stenson and two-
time PGA Tour winner Sungjae
Im among a star-studded field,
according to a press conference by
the Sports Bureau (ID) at Grand
Lisboa Palace in Cotai yesterday.

The tournament will feature a
144-player field comprising estab-
lished champions and rising talents.

Addressing the press conference,
Acting Sports Bureau President See
Lei Si Leng said that the tournament
has become one of Asia’s leading
golf events while helping showcase
Macau internationally. “SJM Macao
Open has become one of Asia’s
most representative and influential
international golf events”, Lei said,
adding that this year’s edition will
strengthen community engagement
by introducing golf to more age
groups and incorporating cultural
elements, including cultural and
creative product booths.

1-year-old girl admitted to
ICU with severe flu: SSM
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This poster from the US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

shows the most common flu symptoms.

Armindo Neves

The Health Bureau (SSM)
said in a statement yesterday that
a one-year-old girl was admitted
to the intensive care unit (ICU) at
Kiang Wu Hospital on Tuesday
with severe influenza.

According to the statement,
the girl, with no pre-existing
congenital conditions, had various
symptoms including fever and
cough and was taken to the public
Conde de Sdo Januario Hospital
Centre (CHCSJ) for medical
attention on Monday, where she
was diagnosed with influenza
A and treated with Tamiflu and
other medications.

On Tuesday afternoon, her
family noticed that she was
breathing rapidly and her level of
consciousness had deteriorated, the
statement said, adding that she was
immediately taken to Kiang Wu
Hospital and admitted for treatment.

The statement noted that the
girl was diagnosed with influenza
A complicated by meningoen-
cephalitis* and septic shock™*,
requiring ventilator support.

According to the statement,
the girl has been transferred to
Kiang Wu’s intensive care unit for
monitoring, and her condition was
critical at the time the statement
was issued yesterday afternoon.

During the incubation period,
the statement said, the girl had
travelled to the Chinese mainland,
adding that she had not received
the seasonal influenza vaccine for
this year.

Her household contacts had
previously experienced fever
and sought medical attention, the
statement said. B

*  Meningoencephalitis  is
a serious medical condition
characterised by simultaneous
inflammation of both the meninges
(the  protective  membranes
covering the brain and spinal
cord) and the encephalon (the
brain tissue itself). — Gemini

** Septic shock is a life-
threatening,  critical — medical
emergency. It is the most severe
stage of sepsis —the body’s
extreme, dysregulated immune
response to an infection. — Gemini
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Macau Weather

CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY
INTERVALS.

A FEW SHOWERS.

A FEW THUNDERSTORMS AT FIRST.
FORCE 3 TO 4 SOUTHERLY WINDS

WITH GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

WILL RANGE BETWEEN

75% AND 98%. /44
10474

Source: SMG |

Stenson said in a video message
that he was looking forward to
making his local tournament debut.
“I am delighted to be coming to the
vibrant city of Macau for the first
time to compete at the SIM Macao
Open this October”, he said, adding
that he cannot wait to experience the
course for himself, and “hopefully”
see his name amongst the greats on
its roll of honour.

Im, who finished among the top
10 last year, said he hopes to improve
on that result while revisiting the
city. “I had a top-10 finish last year
and hope to do even better this time
around. I really enjoyed my time
off the course in Macau last year
with the warm welcome and great
hospitality provided by SIM”.

Returning to defend his title
is Germany’s Dominic Foos,
who staged a comeback from six
shots behind to win last year’s
tournament in a sudden-death
playoff. Moreover, Chinese golfing
legend Zhang Lianwei, a two-time
Macao Open champion, also praised
the tournament’s significance. “The
Macao Open will always have a
special place in my heart and I
consider it my home tournament”
Zhang said.

In addition, China’s rising star
Sampson Zheng Yunhe and local
golfer Ma Kaijun, who earned an
invitation as the top Macau finisher

|

Chinese golfing legend Zhang Lianwei speaks to the media on the sidelines during
yesterday’s “SJM Macao Open” at Grand Lisboa Palace in Cotai.

at last year’s event, have also
confirmed their participation. The
organisers also announced that the
SIM Macao Open Qualifier will
return in September, continuing
to provide regional players with a
pathway into the main tournament.

Speaking to the media on the
sidelines of the press conference,
Zhang said his goal is to continue
competing after turning 60 while
chasing a third Macao Open title.
“I have won twice, and I want
to win one more time. For that,
I will do my best”, Zhang said,
adding that he also reiterated his

- Photo: Khalel Vallo

commitment to supporting young
golfers, noting that he has funded
youth development for years
through  charitable  donations.
Zhang encouraged aspiring players
to develop independence and a
strong mindset, describing golf as a
“lonely sport” where athletes must
learn to motivate themselves.

Admission to this year’s
tournament  will once again
be free, and members of the

public can register for up to four
complimentary tickets through the
tournament’s official website at

www.s’mmacaoonen.com. ]

Orbis Raffle 2026 raises over
890,000 patacas

Rui Pastorin

The Orbis Raffle 2026 concluded
its two-month run on June 30, this
year raising over 890,000 in support
of the non-profit’s sight-saving
work.

The result of the raffle, which
this year featured 100 prizes
worth over 450,000 patacas, was
announced in a statement by Orbis
Macau yesterday.

Atotal of 100 winners, along with
30 standbys were drawn by Orbis
Macau Director of Development
Isabel da Silva at their headquarters
on Friday, with the event witnessed
by a Macau Gaming Inspection
and Coordination Bureau (DICJ)
representative and volunteer auditor
Sevina Leung, CPA, the statement
said.

The list of winners can also be
found on www.orbis.org/moraffle-en

The statement highlighted:
“Every raffle ticket represented
more than a chance to win — it was
a direct contribution to advanc-
ing paediatric sight-saving pro-
grammes and sustainable medi-
cal training”, with Orbis Macau
highlighting the appreciation for
all donors, sponsors, partners, and
volunteers.

“The joint efforts make
critical eye care more accessible,
transforming young lives and
protecting their vision so they can
learn, grow, and reach their full
potential free from avoidable vision
loss”, the statement added.
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Orbis Macau Director of Development Isabel da Silva (left) and volunteer auditor

Sevina Leung (centre) look on during Friday’s raffle.

Meanwhile, the statement said
that the Orbis Flying Eye Hospital
will arrive in Macau on August 31
to launch the 2026 Orbis Flying
Eye Hospital-Macau Programme,
which will celebrate “Orbis’s 20
years of partnership with the people
of Macau”.

The statement added that Orbis
will conduct its first simulation
training programme in Macau, with
the event especially prepared for
the eye care teams of their partner
hospitals in China to “enhance
knowledge and skills for them to
safeguard the long-term eye health
of communities in rural China”.

- Photo: Orbis Macau

The Goodwill Tour will offer
registered participants the rare
opportunity to board the Flying Eye
Hospital for a first-hand insight into
Orbis’s sight-saving and medical
training work.

Furthermore, a Recurring Dona-
tion Programme, along with exclusive
commemorative gifts in celebration
of Orbis Macau’s 20" anniversary,
will be launched, the statement said,
adding that participating donors can
also get a scratch card for a chance
to win a spot on the Goodwill Tour.
One can get more details by con-
tacting Orbis Macau on 2830 0787
or info.macau@orbis.org. B
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Food kit initiative aims to deliver support & care
to local community: Sands chief

Patrick Dumont (front, second from left), chairman of the board and chief executive

officer of Las Vegas Sands Corp., and chairman of the board and non-executive
director of Sands China Ltd., packs food kits with his daughter (front, second from

right) and other members of Sands China Ltd. at yesterday’s “Sands Cares Global
Food Kit Build” activity at Cotai Expo.

2 local martial artists clinch
gold & bronze at Taolo
World Cup (TWC) in Haikou

@ WUE 4" TAOLY WORLD, CUP

Award Ceremony
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Macau Wushu Team member Kuong Chi Hin (second from right) and Sou Cho
Man (second from left) pose with their gold and bronze medals, respectively,
with their team members at the Taolu World Cup at Haikou city in Hainan
Province yesterday. — Photo: Wushu General Association of Macau

Armindo Neves

The Wushu General Association of Macau announced in a
statement yesterday that two local martial artists clinched gold and
bronze medals at the Taolu World Cup (TWC) yesterday.

The event is hosted by the International Wushu Federation at
Haikou city in Hainan province.

According to yesterday’s report by the Post, Taolu (£i) is a
pre-arranged sequence of offensive and defensive techniques linked
together in a continuous flow. It simulates a fight against multiple
imaginary opponents.

In the men’s Qiangshu (#847) final and the women’s Gunshu
(#2147) final held yesterday morning, Macau athletes Kuong Chi Hin
and Sou Cho Man respectively won a gold and a bronze medal.

According to DeepSeek, Qiangshu (“Spear Technique”) and is
a category of martial arts styles and competitive events in Chinese
martial arts (wushu) focused exclusively on the use of the spear;
Gunshu (“Staff Technique”) is a major category of Chinese martial
arts focused on the use of the staff.

Kuong won the gold medal in the men’s Qiangshu with a score
of 9.74, securing Macau’s first gold medal of this competition, the
statement said, adding that Sou won the bronze medal in the women’s
Gunshu with a score of 9.72.

The Macau delegation has so far accumulated a total of one gold,
two silver, and one bronze medals in the ongoing competition.

- Photos: Armindo Neves

Armindo Neves

Sands China Ltd. held its 5" “Sands Cares Global
Food Kit Build” activity at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai
Expo yesterday, where team members assembled 5,000
food kits to be distributed to locals in need.

Patrick Dumont, chairman of the board and chief
executive officer of Las Vegas Sands Corp., as well as
chairman of the board and non-executive director of
Sands China Ltd., said during the event: “The initiative
marks its fifth year in Macau, and its largest edition to
date. Our Group’s management has returned to Macau
to join Sands China team members and community
partners in assembling 5,000 food kits, delivering
support and care to Macau’s community.”

According to a statement released during the event,
the food kits assembled this year weigh 30 tonnes in
total. Each kit contains 11 food items procured from
local small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs),
including rice, cooking oil, egg noodles, and biscuits, as
well as soup packs from the Tung Sin Tong Charitable
Society. The statement added that the food kits also
contain healthy and nutritious recipe cards designed by
Caritas Macau and Sands China’s culinary team, further
enhanced with professional guidance from nutritionists
at the Health Bureau.

Through this new element of the kit, the statement
said, Sands China aims to promote the importance of a
nutritious and healthy diet to the public, fully supporting
the local government’s “Healthy Community” initiative
and the “Healthy Macao Blueprint.”

Caritas Macau Service Director Judy Chiang It Sin
said in a speech that the caring initiative represents not
only material support but also a heartfelt expression of
the community’s care for vulnerable groups, adding
that the food kits will directly benefit the elderly,
rehabilitation service users, and low-income families,
alleviating their daily burdens.

BEVESR

BU4E 3 B)

Food Kit Build

Caritas Macau Service Director Judy Chiang It Sin addresses
yesterday’s “Sands Cares Global Food Kit Build” activity at
Cotai Expo.

According to the statement, around 450 participants
gathered at the activity, including members of social
service organisations, Sands China’s Sands Cares
Ambassador community volunteers, other team members,
and management executives from Las Vegas Sands.

As afirm believer in the importance of corporate social
responsibility, Sands China Ltd. engages with the local
Macau community as part of Sands Cares — the charitable
giving programme of parent company Las Vegas Sands
Corp. Key areas of Sands Cares in Macau include the
Sands Cares Ambassador programme for volunteering in
the local community, charitable contributions to NGOs
and community organisations, and the sponsorship of
community events, the statement said. B

In order to support the achievement of the national “Dual Carbon” goal, the “Macao
Green Hotel Award” has been enwuragmg the industry to accelerate its green
transformation and implement various carbon reduction measures over the years.

L C

G o
MGM COTAI

JW MARRIOTT HOTEL MACAU
LONDONER GRAND
MANDARIN ORIENTAL MACAU
GRAND LISBOA PALACE

N 2025
! Gold

WYNN

ANDAZ MACAU
THE LONDONER MACAO HOTEL

THE RITZ-CARLTON MACAU

2D
THE ST. REGIS MACAO

CONRAD MACAO

STUDIO CITY HOTEL

BANYAN TREE MACAU

G e oD
N . Sy arr
) 2024 MGMMACAU NUWA MORPHEUS
k b -/ Gold THE COUNTDOWN HOTEL SANDS HOTEL OKURA MACAU
DC

2023 THE VENETIAN MACAQ
kb Gold GALAXY

HARBOURVIEW HOTEL

Join the “2026 Macao Green Hotel Award” and compete for

the highest honor - the Platinum Award.

“2026 Macao Green Hotel Award” is accepting registrations now!

Submission 0] Applicalions 0 l / 07; 14 / 08/20 26

Enquiries
() (853) 2876 2626
(@) greenhotel@ dspa.gov.mo

~
£ Supporting

ARNBAERA RN Organizations "
DREC OO DOG SERVICIR 16 Tudsng e oo
P4 CovaRaENT AR OFEICE

Collaborator

o,

2D

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL MACAU, COTAI STRIP
THE PARISIAN MACAO
GRAND HYATT MACAU

*1In no particular order

-—-ag--.-.- mnﬁn:t L %‘hkpc}.




Your trusted source for real news

THURSDAY July 9, 2026

g g._

‘Here and Now’ .
presents 24 works tackling concept of time

Rui Pastorin

evening, this time presenting the decade-long artistic journey from 2016 to 2026 by
acau-based artist Liang Yurong (J2#14%), with time playing a central role.
Aptly titled “Here and Now”, the free-admission solo showcase brings together
24 works comprising oils and mixed media. Among them are signature pieces, including
“Still Life Sketch,” “Self-Portrait,” “Heart Imprint: Triptych,” “Macau’s Coastal Waters,”
“The Waves As Before” series, “Life Breath,” and “Shared Breath.”

Liang has always had “time” and “memory” at the core of his works, as noted in his
artist biography on the Macau Artist Society (MAS) website, which also highlighted that he
has devoted years to the oil painting discipline.

Currently a doctoral student at the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, he holds a
bachelor’s degree from the Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts and a master’s degree from the

ﬁ new exhibition kicked off at the Rui Cunha Foundation (FRC) gallery on Tuesday

Macau University of Science and Technology (MUST), according to a statement by the
gallery. His art has evolved from early technical mastery of light and colour to exploring
“time” through Macau’s history. The statement added that the journey has culminated in a
profound contemplation of life, driving his shift toward mixed media.

Meanwhile, in her curator’s statement displayed at the gallery, Jenny Cheong Wai
Man noted that the artist’s evolving perspective reflects the passage of time. This journey
spans from early still life and self-portraits to recent reinterpretations of Macau’s history,
culminating in the deeply introspective Sheng Xi (4 &; “Life Breath™) and Tong Xi (7] 2,;
“Shared Breath”) series, Cheong’s statement highlighted.

The exhibition is organised by the gallery in conjunction with the Macau Youth
Art Association, and MAS. One can view the works from Monday to Friday from
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays, with the event’s
final day being next Saturday, July 18.

The ground-floor gallery is located at 749 Avenida da Praia Grande, Luen Pong Building.

Photos: Rui Pastorin
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Vietnamese woman
overstays in Macau for
6 years; compatriot
arrested for harbouring

Tony Wong

A Vietnamese woman has been discovered to have
overstayed in Macau for six years, and a compatriot
who provided her with accommodation for two years
has been arrested, Judiciary Police (PJ) spokeswoman
Leong Sok Man said during a regular press conference
yesterday.

The woman’s overstay came to light on Tuesday
after police received a report about a suspected fraud
at a casino in Zape. After PJ officers arrived at the
scene, the middle-aged Vietnamese woman was unable
to present a valid stay permit. Upon checking her
immigration records, police confirmed that she had
overstayed in Macau for six years.

She entered Macau as a visitor in 2020. Vietnamese
passport holders require a visa to enter Macau, which
typically allows them to stay for up to 30 days.

During her six-year overstay in Macau, the woman
frequented casinos, and her living expenses were covered
by regular remittances from her family back home.

The overstayer told police that she had rented a
bedroom in a residential flat in the peninsula’s northern
district from a compatriot since 2024.

Later on Tuesday, PJ officers went to the flat where
they intercepted another Vietnamese woman, who
works in Macau as a non-resident worker (NRW).

The NRW, a 41-year-old surnamed Doan, admitted
that she had rented out a bedroom in the flat to the over-
stayer for two years at a monthly rent of 2,000 patacas,
making an illicit profit of 48,000 patacas in total.

Three people lived in the flat, including Doan and
the overstayer. Apart from the overstayer, Doan and the
third individual are residing legally in Macau.

The spokeswoman said that Doan was fully aware
that her compatriot was overstaying in Macau but still
rented out a bedroom to her, driven by financial gain.

Doan has been transferred to the Public Prosecutions
Office (MP) for further questioning and investigation,
facing a charge of harbouring an overstayer.

At the time of yesterday’s press conference, police
were still investigating where the overstayer had lived
in Macau before moving into Doan’s flat.

The spokeswoman added that police have closed
the suspected fraud case for the time being as the victim
decided not to press charges. m

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokeswoman Leong Sok Man speaks
during yesterday’s regular press conference.
- Photo: Tony Wong
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LRT East Line Extension underground
tunnel to cost 1.74 billion patacas: govt

Tony Wong

The government has hired a consortium
to construct the underground tunnel for
the Light Rapid Transit (LRT) East Line
Extension at a cost of 1.74 billion patacas.
The extension will run between the Barrier
Gate checkpoint, the Qingmao checkpoint
in Ilha Verde, and the future sports park
in Fai Chi Kei district, according to a
notice published by the Financial Services
Bureau (DSF) in the Official Gazette (BO)
yesterday.

The 1.74 billion patacas will be paid
to the consortium over five years between
2026 and 2030, with the largest single
instalment of 662.7 million patacas
scheduled for 2027.

The ongoing LRT [East Line
project, which commenced in 2023, is a
7.7-kilometre-long section connecting the
Barrier Gate checkpoint at the northern
tip of the peninsula to the Taipa Ferry
Terminal via the Zone A and Zone El
land reclamation areas. The East Line will
cross the sea between Zone A and Zone
El through an undersea tunnel and is
scheduled to enter service in 2029.

The construction of the main LRT East
Line carries a total price tag of 9.28 billion
patacas and is being executed through
two separate tenders: the 2.9-kilometre
northern section and the 4.8-kilometre
southern section.

The LRT East Line northern section
is being built for 4.47 billion patacas
by a consortium consisting of China
Civil Engineering Construction (Macau)
Company Limited, Nam Kwong Real
Estate Company Limited, and the Macau
Representative Office of China Railway
16" Bureau Group Company Limited.

The southern section is being built
for 4.81 billion patacas by a consortium

comprising the Macau Branch of China
State Construction Engineering (Hong
Kong) Limited, China Construction
Engineering (Macau) Company Limited,
and the Macau Branch of Shanghai Tunnel
Engineering Company Limited.

Both consortia were selected through a
public tender process.

According to the government’s
LRT expansion plan, officially titled the
“Strategic Study for the Development of
the Macau Light Rapid Transit”, the East
Line Extension will also run underground
beneath the Barrier Gate checkpoint and the
adjacent Dr. Sun Yat-sen Municipal Park
before reaching the Qingmao checkpoint.

From the Qingmao checkpoint, a
spur line will run to the future sports
park, located on the site of the now-
defunct greyhound racetrack (Yat Yuen
Canidrome). Construction of the sports

This file photo taken last year shows the Qingmao border checkpoint building. — Photo: Tony Wong
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park’s first phase began early this year and
is slated for completion in 2029.

The entire 1.5-kilometre East Line
Extension, including the spur section to
the future sports park, will be built entirely
underground.

According to the DSF notice published
yesterday, the consortium of the upcoming
LRT East Line Extension project is the
same consortium of the ongoing East
Line northern-section project, consisting
of China Civil Engineering Construction
(Macau) Company Limited, Nam Kwong
Real Estate Company Limited, and China
Railway 16" Bureau Group Company
Limited — Macau Representative Office.

The Public Works Bureau (DSOP)
is yet to update the information on the
upcoming project to build the underground
tunnel for the LRT East Line Extension on
its website. B

Tanzania hands China first defeat
at U17 int’l tournament

YINCHUAN - China lost 2-0 to
Tanzania on Tuesday in the four-nation
CFA Team China International Youth
Football Tournament.

Tanzania, runner-up at the 2026 U17
Africa Cup of Nations, controlled much
of the match with pace and physicality.
After Hasani Mussa Kizinga struck the
crossbar from a 38"-minute penalty, he
made amends just before halftime with
a long-range strike to give Tanzania the
lead.

China showed greater attacking intent
after the break but struggled to break
down Tanzania’s organized defense.
Tanzania had a goal disallowed for
offside in the 69™ minute before Dismas

Shida Athanasi capitalized on a defensive
error deep into stoppage time to seal the
victory.

China coach Bin Ukishima said
Tanzania’s speed, physical strength,
individual quality and tactical discipline
posed major problems for his side.

“Non-African teams need to learn
how to deal with the African style of
play,” Ukishima said, adding that China
must improve its defensive organization
and transition play ahead of the 2026
FIFA U17 World Cup.

China will face Spain, Fiji and
Morocco in Group H at the tournament in
Qatar from November 19 to December 13.

“Tanzania gave us valuable World

Cup-level experience. It was a very
useful simulation match,” Ukishima said.

Captain Zhou Yunuo said China
created chances early but struggled to
sustain its attacking rhythm as fatigue
set in.

“This was a valuable lesson for us
before the World Cup,” Zhou said.

Tanzania coach Elieneza Nicolaus
Nsanganzelu praised China’s technical
ability and tactical flexibility, saying his
team’s preparation and man-marking
strategy were key to the win.

In Tuesday’s other match, Australia
defeated Nigeria 4-2. China, which beat
Australia 3-0 in its opening game, will
face Nigeria on Friday. — Xinhua

Global conference calls for building inclusive, beneficial Al governance system

GENEVA — The inaugural UN Global
Dialogue on Al Governance, which concluded
on Tuesday in Geneva, Switzerland, has
called for the establishment of an inclusive,
beneficial, and collaborative global Al
governance system.

At the opening ceremony, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres called for a global
governance mechanism to ensure that Al
benefits all of humanity, emphasizing the
need to provide greater access to the billions
of people who remain excluded from this

revolutionary technology.

Any future agreement must be “worthy
of global trust” and must prioritize safety,
especially the safety of children, to protect
them from manipulation and abuse enabled
by digital technology, he said.

The president of the UN General
Assembly, Annalena Baerbock, urged
collective action to address the “dark”
side of Al in her remarks. She noted that
reportedly 99 percent of deepfake content
is sexually suggestive, with 96 percent

targeting women and girls.

UN Under-Secretary-General and
Special Envoy for Digital and Emerging
Technologies Amandeep Singh Gill said Al is
too consequential to be shaped by a few. “We
need a conversation that’s global, inclusive,
and grounded in evidence,” he said.

During the conference, representatives
from governments, businesses, and academia
stressed the importance of establishing
adaptive governance frameworks, bridging
the digital divide, strengthening international

technological cooperation, and safeguarding
human rights.

Participants also called for a shift from
abstract ethics to concrete implementation,
promoting the development of an inclusive,
human-centered Al ecosystem.

At the conference, the Independent
International Scientific Panel on Al presented
areport, completed by 40 independent experts
over three months, providing an assessment
of the opportunities, risks, and impacts of Al
development. — Xinhua
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Chen Liquan, founding father of
China’s battery industry

Analysis

BEIJING — Chen Liquan, laureate of
China’s top sci-tech award for the year
2025 as announced in Beijing yesterday
is recognized as the nation’s founding
father of solid-state ionics and a pioneer
in lithium battery research.

A researcher at the Institute of
Physics under the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, and an academician of
the Chinese Academy of Engineering
(CAE), Chen received the honor at
a meeting that brought together the
national science and technology award
conference, the general assemblies of
the members of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS) and the CAE, and
the 11" national congress of the China
Association for Science and Technology.

Born in 1940 in the mountainous
Jialing region of Nanchong, Sichuan
Province, Chen grew up with dim oil
lamps. The early hardships fostered a
visceral yearning for the convenience
and brightness that electricity could
bring. It was not until his high-
school entrance examination that he
experienced electric lighting for the
first time. It crystallized his aspiration:
to devote his career to the power
sector, so that more people could enjoy
its light and convenience.

In the 1970s, as the global oil crisis
exposed the vulnerability of China’s
energy structure, which was heavily
dependent on imports, the imperative for
a domestic breakthrough became urgent.

In 1976, while on a research visit at
the Max Planck Institute for Solid State
Research in Germany, Chen identified
the immense potential of lithium nitride
for solid-state battery fabrication. A
small button cell, he realized, could
far outperform conventional lead-acid
batteries, with the capacity to reshape
transportation energy.

Recognizing this strategic frontier
as vital to national energy security,
Chen made a decisive pivot. He
formally petitioned the CAS to
abandon his established career in
crystal materials research and venture
into solid-state ionics — a field then
completely uncharted in China.

Returning home in 1978, Chen
embarked on lithium-battery research
with nothing but resolve. The country had
no relevant technology, no specialized
equipment and no trained personnel.
The path forward was uncertain, and
obstacles were formidable.

Working under extreme conditions, he
and his team toiled day and night, taking
only brief rests before pressing on with

Chen Liquan, winner of China’s top sci-tech award for 2025, a researcher at the Institute
of Physics under the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), and a Chinese Academy of
Engineering (CAE) academician, addresses a joint meeting at the Great Hall of the People
in Beijing yesterday. The event combined the national science and technology award
conference, the general assemblies of CAS and CAE members, and the 11" national

congress of the China Association for Science and Technology.

their research. They completed a one-
year research plan in just five months, a
testament to his relentless drive.

In 1998, Chen spearheaded the
construction of China’s first pilot
production line for lithium-ion
batteries based entirely on indigenous
technology, equipment and raw
materials. This milestone cracked the
bottleneck of mass production and laid
the cornerstone for industrial expansion.

He was the first in the world
to propose an innovative solution
for nano-silicon anode materials,
and related materials realized mass
production at a 10,000-tonne scale with
world-leading performance. Multiple
core technologies developed under his
leadership have broken foreign patent
monopolies, establishing a controllable
self-reliant technical framework for
China’s lithium battery sector.

Chen has consistently championed
the simultaneous pursuit of research and
talent cultivation. He founded China’s
first solid-state ionics laboratory, built
academic exchange platforms, and
mentored a generation of top-level
researchers and industry leaders.

By promoting deep integration
of academia and industry, he helped
remove barriers to commercialization,
facilitating the rise of dominant players
such as CATL, the world’s largest
electric vehicle battery maker.

This ecosystem, built on fundamental
research, enabled by applied innovation
and scaled through industrialization,
propelled China to achieve a historic leap
to become the world’s largest lithium

- Xinhua

battery producer in 2014.

“For a nation to move forward,
we cannot simply replicate what
others have done. We must have our
own vision. Without fresh thinking,
maintaining a leading edge is
impossible,” Chen said.

Even as China maintains its global
lead in liquid lithium batteries, Chen
has never rested on past achievements.
Aware of the energy-density limits and
safety shortcomings of liquid batteries,
he has remained steadfast for decades in
advancing solid-state battery technology.

After years of intensive work, his
team broke through a global bottleneck in
solid-state batteries by pioneering an in-
situ solidification technique that enables
ion transport across solid-state interfaces.
They have now developed a complete
solid-state battery solution with fully
independent intellectual property rights.

In 2023, high-energy-density solid-
state power batteries incorporating
this core technology entered mass
production and got installed in vehicles,
making China the first country to
achieve commercial deployment of
solid-state batteries, and cementing its
leading position on the global stage.

Mindful of China’s resource
endowment featuring abundant coal,
scarce oil and limited natural gas, Chen
has also taken a forward-looking stance
regarding sodium-ion batteries, exploring
alternatives that break resource constraints
and open new avenues for diversified,
independent energy development.

“The future goals are even greater,”
he said. (More on p.7) — Xinhua

China attends launch of global Al capacity
development network

GENEVA — Shen Jian, China’s
deputy permanent representative to the
United Nations Office at Geneva and
other International Organizations in
Switzerland, attended the launch of a
United Nations (UN)-promoted global
Al capacity development network on
Sunday.

Shen welcomed the launch of
the Global Network of Centers
for Exchange and Cooperation on
Al Capacity Building, saying that

China supports advancing global Al
governance within the UN framework,
which is expected to ensure equal
participation,  joint  development,
and shared benefits for all countries,
and make Al a new driving force of
common development.

More concrete and sustainable
cooperation should be carried out to meet
the needs of developing countries in
talent training, technological application,
and other areas, so as to effectively

bridge the Al divide, Shen noted.

Shen said China stands ready to
work with all parties to support the
Network in expanding its partnerships,
and build it into an important bridge for
Global South cooperation and a strong
pillar for inclusive Al development.

Shen also congratulated the Center
for Global Al Innovative Governance
at Shanghai-based Fudan University
on being a founding member of this
UN-promoted network. — Xinhua
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Behind ‘China
overcapacity’ hype lies
Western overanxiety

Commentary

BEIJING — As record heatwaves scorch Europe, China-
made air conditioners and affordable cooling solutions have
become runaway bestsellers, offering a timely reminder that
China’s strong manufacturing capacity is not an “overcapacity”
problem at all. It is a solution to real-world needs.

Recently, some European politicians have been weighing
up the use of new trade-defense tools targeting what they call
China’s “subsidized overcapacity.” Yet in the marketplace,
consumers are scrambling for Chinese products that are
affordable, reliable and readily available, voting with their
wallets.

The lesson is straightforward. Production that responds to
real needs is not “excessive.” It is valuable.

This exposes the flaws in the “China overcapacity”
narrative. In economic terms, overcapacity should be judged
by persistent underutilization, excess inventories, weak
profitability and the absence of market demand, not by
whether a country’s products are competitive enough to be
exported.

The Western narrative is clearly rooted in blatant
double standards. When European aircraft, automobiles,
pharmaceuticals and wine sweep global markets and
dominate export shares, they are hailed as Europe’s
“competitive advantage.” However, when Chinese products
satisfy global demand, they are unfairly branded as evidence
of “overcapacity.”

Few in the West complained about “overcapacity” when
European countries were urgently seeking Chinese masks
and medical supplies during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This selective, self-serving rhetoric lays bare nothing but
protectionist bias and a zero-sum mentality.

It is worth noting that China’s industrial competitiveness
comes from fierce market competition, continuous
technological innovation, the world’s most complete
industrial chain, and economies of scale enabled by its super-
sized domestic market.

The hype around “China overcapacity” reflects, at its
core, the West’s overblown anxiety, fueled by its weakening
industrial competitiveness, growing pains in energy transition
and misplaced geopolitical distrust.

Resorting to trade barriers will not fix the West’s structural
problems — it will only backfire. Restricting affordable
imports from China will directly drive up living costs for
already inflation-hit Western households, deepen hardship
for vulnerable groups, and raise the overall cost of the West’s
green transition.

In the long run, protectionist measures will disrupt
global industrial and supply chains, harm the interests of
Western enterprises that have long reaped huge benefits
from the Chinese market, and ultimately undermine the
competitiveness of the West’s own industries.

Trade with China should be the natural result of market
demand and complementary advantages. It delivers tangible
benefits to both sides, with consumers able to gain access
to affordable, high-quality products, while enterprises earn
reasonable profits. It is a mutually beneficial choice rather
than the one-sided “flooding” of goods that some Western
politicians claim.

As global warming intensifies, demand for air conditioning
and other cooling solutions across European markets is
projected to continue its upward trajectory. Chinese enterprises
have secured a competitive edge in both production capacity
and technological innovation for such products. For European
policymakers, rushing to erect fresh trade barriers targeting
Chinese products will deprive local consumers of a more
affordable escape from the sweltering summer heatwaves that
have repeatedly hit Europe in recent years and are likely to
continue. In worst cases, it may cost European lives.

In the beginning of its reform and opening-up drive, China
had no hesitation at all in embracing investment and advanced
technology from Europe, which played a valuable part in
China’s development and prosperity.

Today, it will be wise for European policymakers to
encourage Chinese air-conditioner makers to bring their
investment and technology to Europe, including in the form
of joint ventures with European partners to realize localized
production and joint technological R&D development. Such
cooperation will bring win-win results for both sides, and a
relief for Europeans struggling in the heat wave.  — Xinhua
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Xi calls for advancing Chinese modernization
through sci-tech innovation

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping
yesterday called for accelerated
efforts to achieve high-level self-
reliance and strength in science and
technology, and leverage sci-tech
innovation to underpin and drive
Chinese modernization.

Xi, also general secretary of
the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee and
chairman of the Central Military
Commission, made the remarks at
a meeting in Beijing that brought
together the national science and
technology award conference,
the general assemblies of the
members of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS) and the Chinese
Academy of Engineering (CAE),
and the 11™ national congress of the
China Association for Science and
Technology.

He said the 15" Five-Year Plan
period (2026-2030) is a critical
phase for tackling tough challenges
in building up the country’s strength
in science and technology.

“We must seize the historic
opportunity, rise to the challenges
of the times, accelerate efforts to
achieve high-level self-reliance and
strength in science and technology,
and make steady progress toward
the 2035 goal of becoming a leading
country in science and technology,”
he said.

At the meeting, Xi presented
China’s top sci-tech award for
the year 2025 to Chen Liquan,
a researcher at the Institute of
Physics under the CAS and a
CAE academician, and Ben De, a
researcher at the China Electronics
Technology Group Corporation
and also a CAE academician.
After presenting the medals and
certificates to the two scientists,
Xi shook hands with them and
extended his congratulations.

Xi and other Party and state
leaders, together with the two
top-award  winners,  presented
certificates to representatives of
recipients of other awards.

Li Qiang presided over the
meeting. Zhao Leji, Wang Huning,
Cai Qi and Li Xi attended the
meeting. Ding Xuexiang announced
the award decision.

Xi noted that China is now
accelerating its transition from a
global participant and contributor
in science and technology to a
pioneer and leader, and has become
one of the countries with the fastest
growing innovation capacity.

BEIJING — Senior Communist
Party of China (CPC) official Cai
Qi called on the country’s sci-
tech workers to stay committed to
serving the country through sci-tech
innovation and embrace the mission
of achieving greater sci-tech self-
reliance and strength yesterday.

Cai, a member of the Standing
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President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central
Military Commission, poses after presenting China’s top sci-tech award for the year 2025 to Chen Liquan (right), a researcher

at the Institute of Physics under the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and a Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE)
academician, and Ben De (left), a researcher at the China Electronics Technology Group Corporation and a CAE academician, at
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.

Over the past two years, China
has achieved a string of remarkable
sci-tech breakthroughs, including
Chang’e-6 completing humanity’s
first-ever sample return from the
moon’s far side, smart robots and
drones making strides in both
R&D and industrial application,
innovative drugs leaping from
imitation and follow-on research
to world-first development, as well
as domestically-bred crop varieties
covering over 95 percent of the
country’s farmland.

But Xi also pointed out that
China still faces gaps in original
innovation capacity, an imbalanced
talent structure, and inefficient
use of science and technology
investment, which demand serious
attention and resolution.

He stressed that the new round
of sci-tech revolution and industrial
transformation  is  profoundly
changing the way humanity
produces and lives, as well as the
landscape of global development.

“We must adapt to the new
situation and requirements, take
more forceful measures to address
the problems existing in China’s sci-
tech development, and make every
effort to ensure the implementation
of the various arrangements made
by the Party Central Committee on

sci-tech undertakings,” he said.

Xi called for further
strengthening of coordination in
sci-tech strategic planning, policies
and measures, major tasks, research
strength, resource platforms, and
regional innovation. “We should
improve the mechanisms for
deploying and organizing major
national sci-tech innovation tasks,
and strengthen the self-sufficiency
for sci-tech infrastructure,” he said.

Major  projects should be
planned holistically across frontier
fields like AI, quantum tech and life
sciences, in priority sectors such as
integrated circuits and advanced
manufacturing, as well as in strategic
domains, including deep sea, deep
space, and deep earth, he noted.

Xi emphasized the need to
promote the deep integration of
sci-tech innovation with industrial
innovation, opening up channels
for accelerating the transformation
of sci-tech achievements into real
productive forces.

“Sci-tech innovation should
highlight an application-oriented
approach, while industrial
innovation should raise scientific
questions. We must strengthen
the national technology transfer
system, create diversified
application scenarios and high-level

- Xinhua

industrial clusters, and facilitate the
promotion, application and iterative
upgrading of  self-developed
technologies and products,” he said.

Xi also called for improving
the intellectual property protection
system and building a financial
system compatible with sci-tech
innovation.

When speaking of cultivating
young sci-tech talents, Xi pointed
outthatresearch should be integrated
with education, and greater support
should be provided to researchers
to help them overcome practical
challenges.

Efforts should be made to
identify and nurture the teenagers’
interests,  specialties,  scientific
literacy and experimental skills,
inspiring more promising youth
to pursue careers in science and
technology, he said.

Xi stressed the need to boost
the effectiveness of innovation
investment. During the 14" Five-
Year Plan period (2021-2025),
China’s total R&D  spending
grew by an average of 10 percent
annually, which was no small feat.

“Yet in practice, problems
such as wasteful spending and
inefficient duplication in investment
still persist to varying degrees,”
he noted, calling for improving

Senior CPC official calls on sci-tech workers
to serve country through innovation

Committee of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee and
a member of the Secretariat of the
CPC Central Committee, made the
remarks when addressing the second
plenary session of the 11" national
congress of the China Association for
Science and Technology in Beijing.
Cai stressed that the 15" Five-

Year Plan period (2026-2030)
marks not only a critical stage for
laying a solid foundation and going
all out to basically achieve China’s
socialist modernization, but also an
important phase for tackling tough
challenges to build China into a
world-leading nation in science
and technology.

He expressed the hope that the
sci-tech workers will stay true to the
calling of serving the nation through
science and technology, embrace
the mission of achieving greater sci-
tech self-reliance and strength, lead
social progress, advance openness
and cooperation, and carry forward
the fine tradition of using science to

systems and management to ensure
that every penny is not only spent
right but spent well to match greater
investment with greater efficiency.

He said that enterprises should
be encouraged to increase their
R&D spending, and broader social
resources should be mobilized to
support sci-tech innovation.

Xi pointed out that it is
necessary to deepen reforms on sci-
tech evaluation, making it a good
“conductor’s baton.” Projectreviews,
institutional assessments, and talent
evaluations should all be guided by
innovation capability, quality, actual
effect, and contribution.

He stressed the need to strengthen
governance of sci-tech ethics and
security. “Science and technology
should pursue positive and ethical
progress, maintain security and
controllability, and deliver benefits
to the people,” he said.

Ethical standards and guidelines
for key areas should be clarified,
and the assessment, monitoring and
early warning, as well as emergency
response of sci-tech security risks,
should be enhanced, he added.

Xi urged the CAS and the
CAE to rally the nation’s scientific
community to keep abreast of the
new sci-tech revolution and scale
new heights in global science, while
requiring the China Association for
Science and Technology to go all
out to serve researchers, innovation-
driven development, public
scientific literacy enhancement and
sound policymaking by the Party
and government.

Li Qiang pointed out that Xi’s
important speech fully affirmed
the nation’s major scientific
achievements in recent years,
analyzed the new situation facing
sci-tech development and laid out
clear requirements for implementing
the Party Central Committee’s plans
for sci-tech development during the
15" Five-Year Plan period.

Yesterday’s meeting honored
258 projects and 11 scientific and
technological  experts. ~Among
them, 51 projects received the State
Natural Science Award, 58 projects
the State Technological Invention
Award, and 149 projects the State
Scientific  and  Technological
Progress Award.

In addition to the two recipients
of the top award, nine foreign
experts were conferred the China
International Science and Technology
Cooperation Award. — Xinhua

serve the country and its people.

He also required sci-tech
associations at all levels to
strengthen ideological guidance,
better align their work with the
country’s overall development
priorities, and deepen institutional
reform to extend service coverage
to emerging sectors. — Xinhua
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Researchers in Australia use data-carrying
sea turtles to track cyclone

SYDNEY —Sea turtles fitted with
tracking devices and oceanographic
sensors are helping scientists in
Australia improve tropical cyclone
forecasts by collecting critical data
from otherwise inaccessible waters.

The storm-chasing sea turtles
are gathering information that could
revolutionize cyclone forecasting
and make communities safer and
more resilient during cyclone
season, according to a release from
Australia’s University of New South
Wales (UNSW) yesterday.

The team analyzed data from
dozens of Olive Ridley and Flatback
turtles tagged between 2014 and
2024 across northern Australia,
which recorded more than 8,000

ocean temperature profiles at depths
up to 80 meters before, during, and
after cyclones, the release said.

The instruments were attached to
turtle shells with a special adhesive
designed to degrade with the turtles’
natural oils and remain in place for
up to a year, it said.

Tropical cyclones draw strength
from warm seas, but current forecasts
rely mainly on sea surface temperatures
and lack data on deeper water layers,
reducing accuracy, especially in
remote regions, researchers explained.

“Traditional tools like ships and
ocean gliders can only sample small
areas, and taking measurements from
the middle ofa cyclone is dangerous,”
said oceanographer Christopher

Chapman from UNSW Canberra,
who led the study, published in
Environmental Research Letters.

Data from cyclone-chasing turtles
during five cyclones, including 2023’s
Category 5 Cyclone Ilsa, showed
significant cooling beneath storms as
winds mix surface and deeper waters
- a process poorly captured in existing
models, leading to overestimates of
cyclone strength, Chapman said.

The relatively low-cost approach
could improve the accuracy of
forecasts, especially in developing
countries, with data “transmitted by
satellite almost instantaneously,” he
said, adding sea turtles could be “the
heroes we need” to help save lives and
livelihoods across the tropics. — Xinhua

Indonesia’s amputees find hope in football community

JAKARTA — Balancing on one
leg with forearm crutches, Indonesian
amputee football players moved swiftly
across a pitch in Jakarta, chasing down
passes before firing powerful shots into
the corners of the net.

They train hard every weekend in
preparation for the national amputee
football championship, which is
scheduled for the coming weeks.

Among them is 26-year-old Agung
Rizki Satria, who lost one leg in a car
accident when he was only seven.

When Agung was younger, he
believed his missing leg would
grow back. It was not until he
became a teenager that he realized
the amputation was permanent.

“It wasn’t easy to accept. | felt
uncomfortable with the way people
looked at me whenever I went out,
and I had to fight the perception
that people with disabilities are
incapable of living like everyone
else,” Agung told Xinhua.

His life began to change
dramatically in 2018, when he
joined an amputee football group
and discovered that the sport he had
loved since childhood had a place
for players with limb loss.

For Agung, amputee football is
more than a sport. It is a community
where amputees come together
to share their stories, support one
another and rebuild the confidence
they once lacked.

“After joining the amputee
football team, I met people who had
gone through the same experience,
and that gave me the motivation and
confidence to move forward,” he said.

Through regular training, Agung
gradually learned to keep his balance
and use crutches more effectively on
the pitch. Last year, he finished as
the top scorer at an amputee football
competition in Japan.

Another player, Sahata Sianturi,
lost one leg in a car accident in 2016
and struggled emotionally before
finding purpose again through the
amputee football group.

On the pitch, Sahata not only
rediscovered his passion for football
but also found a place where he felt
welcomed, encouraged and reminded
that life goes on after losing a limb.

While Sahata continues to
make a living as a mobile barber,
joining the group has given him
the opportunity to become an

athlete and shown that people
with disabilities can pursue work,
succeed and contribute to society.

Head coach Arief Christian Toro
said most amputee football players
arrive with trauma, low self-esteem
and fear of being rejected by society
after losing a limb.

“We don’t just coach football.
We also support players’ emotional
recovery, instill discipline and help
them regain confidence in their
future,” Arief said. “We encourage
them to believe that they still have
the chance to pursue careers as
professional athletes.”

According to Arief, amputee
football in Indonesia has grown
in recent years, with more players
earning spots on the national team
and competing abroad in countries
such as Malaysia, Japan and
Bangladesh. However, he said the
sport still needs more funding and
better training facilities.

For Arief, the greatest triumph
in amputee football is not measured
by medals, but by seeing athletes
gradually overcome trauma, rebuild
their confidence and find new hope
for the future. — Xinhua

Thai parliament approves amnesty for hundreds of activists

BANGKOK -  Thailand’s
parliament passed an amnesty bill
yesterday benefiting hundreds of
activists found guilty over the last
20 years — but not those sentenced
for corruption or violating the royal
insult law.

The bill covers members of both
the conservative, royalist “Yellow
Shirts” and the “Red Shirts” who
backed populist former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra, rival groups who
clashed over two decades.

While most have served their
sentences, the amnesty lifts the bar
on them holding political office,
according to Yutthaporn Issarachai,
an analyst from Sukhothai university.

It also covers youth protesters
involved in the pro-democracy
movement in 2020 and 2021.

Yutthaporn told AFP between 1,000
and 2,000 people could benefit, but
there were some important exemptions.

“It is the country’s largest amnesty

because it covers 20 years,” from
January 1, 2005 to July 16, 2025, he said.

Yet it does not cover anyone
convicted of breaching Thailand’s
extremely strict lese majeste law,
which shields the king and his
family from criticism.

This means it will not benefit
many leaders of the 2020-2021
youth-driven demonstrations calling
for monarchy reform.

It will also not cover anyone
convicted of corruption and therefore
would not benefit Thaksin, who
was released from prison in June
following a royal pardon after serving
eight months of a one-year sentence
for corruption and abuse of power.

In addition, “this bill will not
cover civil lawsuits, for example
Yellow Shirts who were found
guilty of closing the airports will
still have to pay compensation for
their actions”, Yutthaporn said.

The bill, which must still be

approved by the king, will end trials
of political activists not related to
the excluded offences. However,
Yutthaporn said most of them had
already served their sentences.

“The bill does not mean to
erase their guilt but will return their
political rights,” he said.

Tech billionaire Thaksin was
elected prime minister in 2001 and
again in 2005, before going into
exile after a 2006 military coup.

His Pheu Thai party, and its
earlier iterations, was Thailand’s
most successful political party of the
21st century, with the Shinawatra
family producing four prime
ministers and drawing widespread
support from the rural masses.

The party, however, had its worst
election result ever in February,
slipping to third place, but was still
included in the ruling coalition of
conservative Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul. —AFP
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This handout photograph taken and released by the Indian Press Information
Bureau (PIB) yesterday shows India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (left) visiting
the UNESCO World Heritage Site Prambanan Temple, Indonesia’s largest Hindu
temple complex in Sleman, Yogyakarta. - AFP

Thai beer dynasty mother drops
‘ungrateful child’ case against son

BANGKOK — A mother from
one of Thailand’s wealthiest
families formally withdrew her
“ungrateful child” lawsuit against
her son yesterday, a Bangkok
court said, after he accused his
elder brother of sexual abuse.

Jeeranuch Bhirombhakdi, a
third-generation member of the
billionaire family behind Thailand’s
Singha beer empire, dropped her suit
against her son, Siranudh “Psi” Scott,
according to a statement from the
civil court that was hearing the case.

She brought the suit in
February under a measure known
as the “ungrateful child law”.

It allows parents to revoke
gifts if their offspring are deemed
ungrateful, physically abusive,
neglectful in old age, or responsible
for serious reputational harm.

Prompted by his mother’s suit,
Siranudh revealed accusations in
May that he had been sexually
abused by his older brother Sunit
and his babysitter.

Jeeranuch argued that he had
damaged the family’s reputation and
sought to reclaim land worth millions
of dollars that had been gifted to
Siranudh by his late grandfather.

“Dropping the lawsuit, they no
longer cause me more harm but
everything else that brought me to
this point still remains,” Siranudh
told reporters outside the court
yesterday.

“Even though they withdrew
the case, my life is still shattered.”

About 20 of Siranudh’s supporters
gathered near the court holding paper
flowers and photos of him.

“I cannot claim today is a victory
as this case should never have
happened,” Siranudh said. “I’ve
never been ungrateful to anyone.”

His representative Parnthep
Pourpongpan told reporters that
Jeeranuch’s  filing  “requested
conciliation within the family since
the dispute is a family matter”.

Jeeranuch said in a statement
dated on Friday that she had
decided to withdraw her suit.

“This mother is ready to talk,
as long as we speak with love and
genuine goodwill towards one
another,” she said.

Jeeranuch said she was “ready
to respect and accept” the judicial
process with regard to the matter
between her sons, and hoped that
“the truth will come to light and
fairness will be served to both of
my children”.

A representative for Jeeranuch
could not be reached immediately
yesterday.

Sunit has denied the allegations
against him, but acknowledged
roughhouse play between the boys.

Singha  parent  company
Boonrawd Brewery dismissed
Sunit from his executive role with
the company in May.

The Bhirombhakdi family is
listed as Thailand’s 15th richest by
Forbes, which estimates their net
worth at US$1.75 billion. —AFP
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National Bureau of Investigation senior agent John Mark Calilung (left) holds a
flash drive as he looks at defence counsel Carlo Narvasa. Calilung continues
his testimony during proceedings of the impeachment trial of Philippine Vice-
President Sara Duterte (not pictured), at the Philippine Senate in Pasay City,

Metro Manila yesterday. - AFP
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World ‘cannot afford to ignore’
Afghans’ plight: UN refugee chief

Isabelle Wesselingh

KABUL — The international
community should find ways to
support millions of Afghans sent
back from Iran and Pakistan or risk
arise in radicalisation and security
threats, the head of the UN refugee
agency told AFP yesterday.

“With these returnees,
you have literally hundreds of
thousands of young people who
are essentially without jobs,” said
Barham Salih, the United Nations’
High Commissioner for Refugees.

“These people should be
helped to reintegrate back into
their communities, hopefully with
meaningful jobs that can make
them self-reliant,” he said in an
interview during a visit to Kabul.

“The alternative is
radicalisation; the alternative is
social problems, security problems,
and contemporary history tells us
problems in Afghanistan do not stay
here. It goes to the neighbourhood
and far beyond as well.”

More than six million Afghans
have had to return from Pakistan
and Iran since September 2023
after their host countries tightened
migration policies.

Another two million Afghans
are expected to be pushed back this
year in what the United Nations
calls one of the largest population
repatriation movements globally.

The returnees are pushed
back to a country scarred by
decades of war and in the grips
of a humanitarian crisis, with
more than 17 million people in
Afghanistan in need of urgent
assistance.

Women face particular
challenges since the Taliban
authorities returned to power in
2021, being excluded from many
jobs and aspects of public life.

More than 90 percent of
Afghans back from Iran and
Pakistan are “unable to meet their
basic needs”, the UN mission in
Afghanistan said in a statement
yesterday.

“In provinces receiving large
numbers of returnees, only 3
percent have formal employment,”
it added.

The UN refugee agency, which
assists returning men, women and
children with finding employment,
housing and healthcare, needs
US$200 million to support them,
Salih said.

“We have secured US$60
million so far,” Salih told AFP.

“We hope by the end of the year
this will increase to about US$100
million. It’s still significantly short
of what is needed, given the scale
of the humanitarian assistance.

“We cannot afford to ignore the
plight of the people of Afghanistan,
morally, from a humanitarian
point of view, and I dare say from
a security and a political interest
point of view as well.”

‘Marginalising half of society’

At a time when several
governments have drastically
reduced their aid funds to
Afghanistan, Salih  warned
that “the price of inaction and
indifference could be far, far
greater than the price of action”.

Salih, who on Monday
visited a factory in Mazar-i-
Sharif employing many returnees
including women, reiterated his
call for Afghan authorities to lift
restrictions affecting women.

The Taliban authorities have
closed high schools and universities
to women and girls over the age of
around 12, and banned them from
working in certain professions and
going to parks.

Since September 2025, the
Taliban government has also banned
women from working in United
Nations offices, a measure repeatedly
condemned by the world body.

“In our conversations with the
de facto authorities here we were
very clear that there are restrictions
on women and girls that really
cannot be useful, cannot allow us
to deliver,” Salih told AFP.

“You cannot help people by
marginalising half of society,” he
said.

In talks with Taliban officials
yesterday, “we were told that they
are looking at the situation, the
requests that we have made, and
they are reviewing the situation”,
Salih said. —AFP
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Security personnel grieve at the funeral of seven guards killed during Negombo

prison riot in Colombo, Sri Lanka yesterday.

Sri Lanka launched an investigation Tuesday into its deadliest prison riot in
years, as the death toll from clashes between rival drug gangs rose to 27. - AFP
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Landslide kills 8 at refugee school
in Bangladesh

COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh —
Heavy rain in Bangladesh triggered
a landslide at the world’s largest
refugee camp yesterday, killing
seven children and a teacher during
a school class and doubling the
death toll from rain-related disasters
this week.

Rescuers clawed through liquid
earth to drag out the bodies of the
children, who drowned in the mud
that swamped their school hut as
they studied.

More than 1.2 million Rohingya
refugees, many who fled Myanmar
during a brutal military crackdown
in 2017, live in crowded refugee
camps in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar.

Many refugees live in crowded,
basic shelters on hillsides cleared of
forests - making the land unstable
when monsoon rains pour down.

Bangladesh Refugee Relief and
Repatriation Commissioner Mohammed
Mizanur Rahman said seven
children and their teacher had died.

“Unfortunately, four died at the
scene, while four others died in
hospital,” Rahman told AFP.

Landslides also killed at least
eight people as they slept in three
different camps on Monday night.

% \cp‘. ‘ i 4 it

Bangladesh rescue personnel and volunteers work at the site of a landslide triggered
by heavy rains at a school in the Kutupalong refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar yesterday.

Bangladesh’s Flood Forecasting
and Warning Centre said torrential
rain is likely to continue for four days.

Refugee representative Sayed
Ullah, president of the United
Council of Rohingya, said that
people needed new land in safer
locations.

“Wedon’tseepropercoordination...
over the accommodation of the

- AFP

Rohingya, and that is reflected in
these accidents,” he said.

The United Nations calls it “one
of the world’s largest and most
protracted refugee situations”.

The 2017 Myanmar crackdown,
when Rohingya villages were
burned and civilians killed, is the
subject of a genocide case at the
UN’s top court in The Hague. — AFP

Nepal court convicts ex-ministers over Bhutan refugee scam

KATHMANDU - A Nepali
court has convicted two former
government ministers for taking
money from citizens with the false
promise of international resettlement
as refugees, officials said yesterday.

Former deputy prime minister Top
Bahadur Rayamajhi was convicted of
offences against the state, fraud and
organised crime, according to the
Kathmandu District Court, which
issued to the verdict on Tuesday.

Former interior minister Bal
Krishna Khand was convicted of
being an accomplice in the case,
in which at least 15 people in total
were convicted.

More than 100,000 ethnic
Nepalis fled Bhutan in the early
1990s — around a sixth of the
population — when the Buddhist
kingdom made national dress

compulsory and restricted the use of
the Nepali language.

The Nepali-speaking Lhotshampa
were called immigrants and stripped
of citizenship rights when Bhutan’s
then-king introduced a “One Nation,
One People” policy in 1985.

Many were then based in refugee
camps in Nepal. A third-country
resettlement  programme  began
following the failure of years of
negotiations to secure their return to
Bhutan, and ran from 2007 to 2018.

The majority were resettled
in the United States. Thousands
more found new homes in Europe,
Australia, Canada and New Zealand.

The racket involving the senior
officials began only after that
resettlement programme closed,
taking large sums from Nepali
citizens and promising to portray

them as refugees so they could still
qualify to go abroad.

“The district court on Tuesday
convicted former deputy prime
minister Top Bahadur Rayamajhi
and former home minister Bal
Krishna Khand, as well as several
other people guilty in fake Bhutanese
refugee scam,” Shiva Khatiwada,
information officer at the Kathmandu
District Court, told AFP.

The court also acquitted seven
defendants in the case.

Those convicted will be sentenced
on July 13, the officer added.

The case involved hundreds of
victims, who said the racket took
their cash but then did nothing to help
them, according to Nepali media.

Nepali police made the first
arrests in March 2023 after several
victims filed a complaint.  — AFP

Indian police probe officer named in US crime sting

NEW DELHI - Indian police
opened an inquiry yesterday after an
officer was linked by US authorities
to an alleged extortion scheme run
by an India-based transnational
organised crime group.

The operation involved law
enforcement officials in the United
States, Canada and FEurope who
had together been probing crime
syndicates that engage in racketeering,
targeted killings, shootings, extortion
and drug trafficking.

Police in India’s Punjab state said
that an inspector, who it identified
as Gurinderjit Singh Nagra, had
been linked “in connection with an
extortion-related investigation” by
US authorities.

It said Nagra had been taken off

active duty pending investigations.

The international operation on
Tuesday arrested 24 people and
charged dozens, including two men
in India who US officials say ran
global criminal syndicates from
inside prison.

It identified one of them as
Lawrence Bishnoi, 33, who is jailed
in India and has been convicted in
several criminal cases while facing
murder and extortion charges.

Among the crimes alleged in
indictments unveiled on Tuesday is
the 2023 killing of Canadian citizen
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a prominent
Punjabi-born  campaigner  for
“Khalistan” —a separatist movement
that seeks an independent homeland
for Sikhs.

Bishnoi, whose organisation is
designated a terrorist enterprise in
Canada, is charged with ordering
the killing from his cell.

It identified the other as Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria, 38, who is in custody
facing multiple criminal cases and
who the US statement called an
“associate-turned-rival” of Bishnoi.

The  United States says
Bhagwanpuria runs a crime gang
with more than 1,000 members
across North America, Britain,
Europe, Australia and New Zealand.

“To expand its power, this group
corrupted law enforcement officers
in India and partnered with corrupt
government officials, including to
assist in extortion schemes,” the US
Attorney’s Office statement said. — 4AFP
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Trump says Iran ceasefire over, vows to ‘hit ‘em hard’

TEHRAN - President Donald
Trump said the United States would
hit Iran “hard” yesterdayday as he
deemed their ceasefire over after
fighting flared, but he left the door
open to more talks.

Efforts to end the Middle East
war have taken a hit following the
renewed fighting sparked by Iranian
attacks on ships in the vital Strait of
Hormuz.

The strategic shipping route
remains a flashpoint in the conflict,
which began in late February with
massive US-Israeli strikes on Iran.

Tehran insists on controlling
the waterway, saying it will charge
fees for passage and threatening
to hit vessels that deviate from its
authorised route.

Its military struck at least three
ships in recent days, prompting
extensive US strikes against [ranian
targets on Tuesday followed by
retaliatory attacks from Iran on Gulf
countries.

“We’re gonna hit ‘em hard
tonight,” Trump said yesterday
at a NATO summit in Ankara in
reference to Iran, adding: “They
violate the agreement every day.”

When asked if the truce was
intact, he had said earlier yesterday
that “as far as I’'m concerned, it’s
over”.

“It’s just a waste of time dealing
with them,” he added.

“I’ll let our wonderful negotiators
keep talking if they want, but I don’t
see it. I don’t like these people.”

Oil prices jumped eight percent
after Trump said the ceasefire was
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US President Donald Trump (right) shakes hands with Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa on the sidelines of the 2026 NATO

Summit at Bestepe Presidential Compound in Ankara, Turkey, yesterday.

over, having already reached their
highest level in two weeks.

Both the US and Iran said they
had hit dozens of targets, placing
fresh strain on their interim deal to
end the war.

Iranian state media reported
a wave of explosions around the
strait, including six on the island
of Qeshm, seven in the city of Sirik
and more in the major port city of
Bandar Abbas.

It later reported a series of blasts
in the coastal city of Bushehr, which
hosts the country’s only civilian
nuclear power plant and lies near
Kharg island, the main oil terminal
through which 90 percent of Iran’s
crude exports transit.

State media said a member of
the military’s Revolutionary Guards
(IRGC) had been killed, while the
foreign ministry said monitoring

and observation sites had been hit
on the southern coast.

‘Anxious’

Us Central Command
(CENTCOM) said its forces had
struck more than 80 targets, including
Iranian air-defence systems, coastal
radar sites and 60 IRGC small boats.

The strikes aimed “to degrade
Iran’s ability to continue attacking
international commerce flowing
through the international trade
corridor”, it said.

Mark Rutte, secretary general
of NATO, said at the summit in
Ankara that the American strikes
were “absolutely necessary”.

Tehran’s reply came quickly,
with the Guards saying they hit
dozens of US military facilities in
Kuwait and Bahrain, where an AFP
journalist heard blasts.

Family of last woman executed in UK wins
posthumous pardon

Helen Rowe

LONDON - Ruth Ellis, the last
woman to be executed in Britain,
will receive a conditional pardon in
recognition of a “profound injustice”,
Deputy Prime Minister David
Lammy announced in parliament
yesterday, after a decades-long
campaign by her family.

Ellis, a 28-year-old nightclub
hostess, was hanged in July 1955
for shooting dead her racing driver
lover David Blakely as he came out
of the Magdala pub in London.

The case gripped Britain and was
turned into the 1985 film “Dance
with a Stranger” starring Miranda
Richardson and Rupert Everett.

A mother of two children aged
just three and 10, Ellis’s execution
provoked a public outcry and
helped swing public opinion against
the death penalty.

Ellis’s family had argued that
she was an abused woman and that a
modern-day case would likely have
resulted in a charge of manslaughter
not murder.

“I have the honour to say that his
majesty the king has accepted our
advice to grant Ruth Ellis a conditional
pardon,” Lammy told lawmakers
as two of Ellis’s six grandchildren
watched from the public gallery.

“While the pardon does not claim
she was innocent of killing David

Blakely, it replaces the death penalty
with a sentence of life imprisonment
to recognise a profound injustice in
this exceptional case,” he added.

An application last year to
Lammy, also justice minister, by four
of her grandchildren highlighted the
“repeated and long-standing sexual,
emotional and physical abuse Ellis
suffered” at the hands of Blakely.

Granddaughter Laura Enston
said justice had “finally been done”
for Ruth Ellis and the family she left
behind.

“Ruth was a victim of sustained
and brutal abuse. Her children — our
mother and uncle — never recovered.
The shadow of Ruth’s execution has
fallen across two generations,” she
said in a statement.

“This pardon does not undo
what happened 71 years ago. It
does not restore the lives that were
broken — the children left behind,
the years lost.

“But it says, formally and
finally, that Ruth should not have
been executed; that the justice
system failed her,” she added.

‘Slow-burn provocation’
Enston told AFP last year that abuse
was poorly understood at the time.
She said her grandmother would
now have been considered a victim
of battered woman syndrome and

treated very differently by the
justice system.

The glamorous single mother
from a modest background had
shown no emotion during her trial at
which the jury took just 14 minutes
to find her guilty.

“She inadvertently played up
to that sort of cold-blooded killer
persona that she’d been portrayed
to be, but knowing what we know
now about trauma and slow-burn
provocation, Ruth was traumatised...
and typical of domestic abuse
victims,” Enston said.

The abuse included an incident
10 days before the killing in
April 1955 when Ellis suffered a
miscarriage after Blakely, the baby’s
father, punched her in the stomach.

James Libson of law firm
Mischon de  Reya,  which
represented the family, said Ellis
“suffered considerably” at the hands
of her “abusive, violent partner”.

Her hanging proved instrumental
in ending the death penalty in Britain.

Following a number of other
controversial executions and a
series of miscarriages of justice
it was permanently abolished for
murder in 1969.

Two years after Ellis’s execution
the law was also changed to
allow a defence of diminished
responsibility. — AFP

- AFP

Kuwait said it intercepted two
ballistic missiles and 13 drones,
while the Iranian army said it had
also attacked US forces at Sheikh
Isa air base in Bahrain.

Nawal Saad, a Bahraini civil
servant, lamented that “the spectre of
war is looming once more”, saying
“I do not want to go through that
experience of fear and anxiety again”.

Hamad Althunayyan, an assistant
professor at Kuwait University, said
Tehran views Bahrain and Kuwait
“as the most accessible and lower
cost pressure points in the Gulf”.

Oman, which sits on the
other side of Hormuz from Iran,
condemned the targeting of Bahrain
and Kuwait as well as the strikes on
ships, but without blaming Iran.

The former mediator has not
blamed Iran for attacks throughout
the war in an effort to maintain its

neutrality, which is being tested
by talks with Tehran over the
administration of Hormuz.

Washington wants free passage
for ships while Iran is insisting on
fees and has refused to allow vessels
to pass through Omani waters.

All three vessels recently struck
were sailing close to Oman, which
had proposed a temporary transit
corridor hugging its coastline.

‘Hyperbolic rhetoric’

Maritime traffic had tentatively
resumed after Washington and
Tehran signed the deal last month.

But almost 6,000 seafarers “remain
stranded” in the area, International
Maritime Organisation (IMO) chief
Arsenio Dominguez said Wednesday.

An analyst told AFP the cost of
returning to full-blown war would
be too high for both sides.

“I think Trump’s rhetoric is,
as usual, hyperbolic, and doesn’t
necessarily mean that the MoU
has collapsed”, said Ali Vaez, Iran
project director at the International
Crisis Group.

“Both sides are trying to negotiate
the fine print of the MoU through the
use of force because the MoU left
a lot of issues either unresolved or
ambiguous,” he added.

“When Iran tries to enforce its
control over the strait, it doesn’t
matter who violates it. They
believe this is the most important
achievement that they have had in
this war. They’ve shed blood for
it. And they’re not going to give it
away.” —AFP

Trump says Ukraine can
make Patriot missiles

ANKARA - US President
Donald Trump said yesterday that
Washington would grant Kyiv
“the right to make” prized Patriot
air-defence systems to repel
Russian strikes, without providing
a timeline for the pledge.

Ukraine has been struggling
to down Russian ballistic missiles
since this year’s US-Israeli
war against Iran hit supplies
of the crucial US-made Patriot
interceptors.

“So one of the things we’re
going to be talking about is we’re
going to give a licence to you to
make Patriots. That’s pretty cool,
right,” Trump told Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
on the sidelines of the NATO
summit in Ankara.

“We haven’t informed the
company of that yet, but that’ll
work out all right,” he said,
without elaborating.

Russia’s latest missile and
drone strikes on Wednesday
killed 10 people across Ukraine,
including three in the capital
Kyiv, local officials said.

Russia has an advantage in
ballistic missiles and exploits
Ukraine’s low stockpiles of Patriots
to target Kyiv, said Ukrainian
military analyst Sergiy Zgurets.

“This allows the adversary
to use such attacks as a means of
psychological pressure,” he told
AFP.

Given the lengthy production
times, the licence to make the
Patriot, one of the world’s
most sophisticated air defence
missiles, may not immediately
solve Ukraine’s problems.

According to the US Foreign
Policy Research Institute, it would
take up to 24 months to produce
the air defence missile and 30
months to produce its engine.

Despite  Russia’s  heavy
bombardments in recent days,
Ukraine is said to have in recent
months managed to stabilise the
front line and step up strikes deep
inside Russia.

Trump said that those strikes
could help end the war.

“It’s an escalation, but it’s
also an escalation that can help
lead to an end,” Trump said.

Trump and Zelensky appeared
to strike a more cordial tone at
the meeting, marking a departure
from the acrimonious clash in the
Oval Office last year.

“It’s hard to believe from the
Oval Office to now we’ve developed
a very good relationship,” the US
president said. —AFP
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Le Pen joins the fray as France presidential race heats up

Susannah Walden

PARIS — The race to succeed
French President Emmanuel Macron
is set to begin in earnest after far-
right chief Marine Le Pen said on
Tuesday she would run despite an
embezzlement conviction, which
she vowed to appeal.

Less than a year until the first-
round vote in April 2027, here’s a
recap of known candidates:

Far right eyes power

Le Pen announced she would
run after an appeals court upheld a
conviction over a fake jobs scam at
the European Parliament.

Initially sentenced to a five-year
ban from public office, Le Pen got
that reduced to a 15-month ban,
backdated to March 2025 — paving
the way for her to run.

The appeals court also ordered
her to wear an electronic ankle
tag, which could have hindered her
campaign.

But she announced she would
appeal the ruling to France’s highest
court, which would automatically
suspend the sentence.

The 57-year-old is set to run for
president for a fourth time, after
coming third in 2012, then twice
making the runoffs against Macron.

Her anti-immigration National
Rally (RN) party views next year’s
contest as its best chance yet to
take power, with polls repeatedly
suggesting the far right could lead
in the first round.

Air Canada taps new CEO

The court’s ruling sidelined her
lieutenant — 30-year-old party leader
Jordan Bardella — who has polled
well during a period of uncertainty
over Le Pen’s case.

Le Pen said she would run with
Bardella as her prime minister-
in-waiting, as she confirmed her
candidacy on the evening news
hours after the court decision.

“I think this partnership is a
winning combination — a winning
ticket, in a way,” she said.

Two centrists

Two former prime ministers,
Edouard Philippe and Gabriel Attal,
are hoping to gain the backing of the
centrist camp, with Philippe ahead.

Polls and analysts have said
55-year-old Philippe, who headed
the government from 2017 to 2020
during Macron’s first term and now
leads his own Horizons party, could
win the presidential election in a
runoff against the far right.

Philippe, who is also courting
right-wing voters, held his first rally
on July 5.

The mayor of Le Havre, Philippe
faces allegations of misuse of public
funds linked to the allocation of a
digital hub contract in the northern
port city in 2020, but has said he will
run anyway if formally charged.

Concerns have mounted over
votes being split between Philippe
and Attal, the young, openly gay
inheritor of Emmanuel Macron’s
party and brand of centrism.

President of the far-right Rassemblement National (RN) parliamentary group Marine
Le Pen poses prior to an interview on the evening news broadcast of French TV
channel TF1 following the verdict in her appeal trial over the alleged misuse of

EU funds, in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris, on Tuesday. Le Pen announced
her candidacy for the presidential election on the TF1 evening news despite

her conviction for embezzlement, a ruling she intends to appeal to the Court of
Cassation in order to “suspend the effects” of the decision and thus campaign
without an electronic tag. “Tonight, | am a candidate for the presidential election,”
she declared, insisting that she “would not change her mind” despite the risk of her
sentence being upheld in the coming months, as she intends to pursue the “legal

avenues” available to her “to defend [my] innocence.”

Attal, 37, held his first campaign
rally on May 30, giving a speech
calling for “overcoming old political

divides” that recalled Macron’s
early days.
France’s youngest  prime

minister when he served in 2024,
Attal stepped down after Macron
dissolved parliament, a move that
backfired and ended up with the RN
becoming the largest single party in

- AFP

the National Assembly.

Philippe has suggested that by
early 2027 the centrist candidate
field will have to be whittled down
or risk an “absolute nightmare” of a
second round between the far right
and the hard left.

Divided left

The divisive leader of the
hard-left France Unbowed (LFI)

party, Jean-Luc Mélenchon, will
be running for a fourth time, after
coming third in the last elections in
2022.

The 74-year-old dominates the
field on the left, according to a June
Ifop-Fiducial poll, yet it remains
unclear how many left-wing
candidates will stand.

Raphael Glucksmann, a 46-year-
old member of the European
parliament, is also considered a
likely candidate but has not yet said
he will run.

Glucksmann, the Ileader of
centre-left movement Place
Publique, trailed Mélenchon in the
Ifop-Fiducial poll.

The traditional right

The 2027 election is seen as a
crossroads for the traditional right,
as the Republicans party weighs a
move toward the centre or a further
rightward shift.

Bruno Retailleau, the hardline
leader of the Republicans,
announced his presidential
candidacy in February, and held his
first major rally in Paris on June 20.

He has been painted as a
potential spoiler for consolidating
support around a single centre-right
candidate, though he remains a
notch below Philippe and Attal.

During his stint as interior
minister from 2024 to 2025, he
trumpeted a crackdown on irregular
migration and drug trafficking.

— AFP

to replace chief who couldn’t

Monaco attack suspect shot dead
in Ukraine: police

speak French

Mathieu Gorse

MONTREAL — Air Canada named
a French-speaking European as its new
CEO yesterday, replacing Michael
Rousseau, who announced his retirement
following controversy over his English-
only condolence message after a fatal
airport disaster.

Canada’s national carrier said Anko
Van der Werff, currently the chief
executive at Scandinavian Airlines (SAS),
would take charge by the end of January
2027.

Van der Werff was chosen following
“a comprehensive global search,” Air
Canada said.

“The search considered a number of
performance criteria, including the ability
to communicate in French,” it added.

The incoming boss, who will also
serve as president and sit on Air Canada’s
board, said he was “mindful of the
importance of serving Canadians in both
official languages.”

“As a European, I understand the
importance of language in identity,” he
added in a separate message addressed to
company employees.

He said he had “the good fortune, like
many Dutch people of his generation, to
learn French at school.”

Rousseau had sparked controversy by
issuing an English-only video message
to express condolences after a deadly
collision in March between an Air

Canada jet and a fire truck at New York’s
LaGuardia Airport.

Carney ‘disappointed’ in
Rousseau

Canada has two official languages —
English and French — and one of the pilots
killed in the accident was from French-
speaking Québec province.

Rousseau had issued an apology over
his English-only message, regretting that
he couldn’t express himself in French
“despite many lessons over several
years.”

Prime Minister Mark Carney, whose
occasionally halting French was discussed
when he entered politics last year, also
said at the time that he was “disappointed”
by Rousseau’s unilingual message.

The fracas highlighted ongoing
tensions surrounding the role of French in
a majority English-speaking country.

Less than a quarter (22 percent) of
Canada’s population lists French as their
first language, according to 2021 census
data, with 76 percent naming English. In
Québec, 84 percent of the population say
their first language is French.

After Rousseau’s video was posted,
Québec’s provincial legislature passed a
motion calling for his resignation.

Air Canada is the country’s largest
airline and is headquartered in Montréal,
Québec. The company is legally required
to offer services in both languages. — AFP

KYIV — A woman suspected of carrying out
a bomb attack in Monaco was found shot dead
in Ukraine, police said yesterday, adding that a
serving intelligence officer and an accomplice
had been detained on suspicion of her murder.

Anastasiia Berezovska, 39, was wanted
by Interpol for the attempted murder of a
Ukrainian-born tycoon, his partner and teenage
son in a parcel bombing attack last month that
shocked the wealthy microstate.

In a statement, Ukraine’s national police
said officers had “detained two individuals on
suspicion of murdering a woman who was wanted
by Interpol”, adding that the body belonged to
“Ukrainian citizen Anastasiia Berezovska”.

The intelligence officer “reported the
murder” during a search, police said, without
elaborating.

“He also stated that he had not informed his
superiors about his contacts with Berezovska,
the transfers of money to her, or any of his
other actions, and that he had acted at his own
discretion,” police added.
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This undated

handout Red Notice
image released by
Interpol last Friday
shows Ukrainian
national Anastasiia
Berezovska, identified
as a suspect in the
ongoing investigation
into a parcel bombing
that wounded a
Ukraine-born business
mogul, his partner and

teenage son in Monaco

recently. - AFP

Berezovska’s body was found “with
gunshot wounds to the head”, police said.

Investigators found the suspects had

made cryptocurrency transfers to her and
were examining them “as persons potentially
involved in the attempted murder in Monaco”.

During searches at the house of the
accomplice, a former law enforcement officer,
“a basement premises resembling a torture
room was also discovered”, police said.

All findings in the case were provided to the
Monaco authorities, Ukraine’s police said.

Monaco did not confirm the victims’
identities, but according to several sources,
the attack targeted Vadym Yermolaiev, 58, a
wealthy businessman originally from Ukraine
and now a Cypriot national, as well as his
partner and his 13-year-old son.

The bombing sent shock waves through
Monaco, a microstate near Nice in southern
France that is a playground of the world’s ultra-
rich. Prince Albert IT has described the attack as
a “heinous crime”. —AFP
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Chinese‘Smile Journey’ program
helps Mozambican children
regain smiles

MAPUTO — An expert team
from Sichuan Province has provided
free screening and reconstructive
surgeries for Mozambican children
with cleft lip, cleft palate and other
facial developmental deformities,
bringing new hope to their lives.

The “Smile Journey” program was
carried out by Chinese experts from
West China Hospital of Stomatology
of Sichuan University, who worked
closely with medical staff at Maputo
Central Hospital in the Mozambican
capital of Maputo, completing 21
reconstructive surgeries as of Monday.

According to Chinese expert
Zheng Qian, one of the patients,
Alex Paulino, had a serious nasal
deformity before surgery, with part
of the nasal structure missing and the
shape of the nose visibly affected. The
team used nearby tissue to repair the
affected area, improving the child’s
facial appearance and creating better
conditions for further treatment.

Zheng said another young
patient, Mila Nyeleti, had previously
undergone surgery but continued to
experience severe scarring and poor
alignment of facial structures. The
Chinese team performed a secondary
repair to improve the shape of the lip
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A Chinese doctor from West China Hospital of Stomatology of Sichuan University checks
on local children during ward rounds as part of the “Smile Journey” program in Maputo
on Monday. An expert medical team from Sichuan Province has provided free screening
and reconstructive surgeries for Mozambican children with cleft lip, cleft palate and other

facial developmental deformities, bringing new hope to their lives.

and nose and make the overall facial
appearance more coordinated.

“After the repair, the children’s
lip and nose shapes have been
significantly improved,” Zheng said.

Farida Algy Urci, director of
Maputo Central Hospital, highlighted
“Smile Journey” as an important
project that brings dignity, health and
hope to hundreds of Mozambican
children with cleft lip, cleft palate and
other congenital facial deformities, as
well as to their families.

- Xinhua

Vitoria da Graga Atanasio, head of
the stomatology department at Maputo
Central Hospital, said the Chinese
expert team demonstrated a high level
of professionalism, with the completed
surgeries achieving good results.

“The Chinese team hopes that
through cooperation with Mozambican
colleagues, local children with
cleft lip and palate can see further
improvements in their appearance,
speech and previous complications,”
Chinese expert Zheng said. — Xinhua

Mozambique projects 9.5 pct economic

MAPUTO -  Mozambique
expects its real gross domestic product
(GDP) growth to reach 9.5 percent in
2029 as major liquefied natural gas
(LNG) projects begin production, the
government has announced.

“The  government foresees
a gradual recovery of economic
activity despite a context still marked
by external challenges, including

restrictive  financial  conditions,
commodity price volatility and
climate risks,” government

spokesperson Inocéncio Impissa said

at a press conference on Tuesday.
According to the approved fiscal

framework, Mozambique’s economy

growth by 2029

is projected to grow by an average
of 4.9 percent annually with LNG
production, compared with about 2.1
percent without gas projects.

The government also projects
inflation to decline from 8.7 percent
in 2026 to around 5.5 percent by
2029, while public debt is expected
to fall from 72.2 percent of GDP in
2025 to 67.1 percent by the end of
the projection period.

Impissa said the fiscal strategy
prioritizes domestic revenue mobili-
zation, more efficient public spending
and prudent debt management while
maintaining investment in infrastruc-
ture, agriculture, energy, human capital

and economic transformation.

The government acknowledged
that risks remain, including climate
shocks, security challenges, volatile
international markets and tight global
financial conditions, but said that it
would continue adopting measures
to safeguard fiscal stability.

The projections come as
Mozambique seeks to capitalize
on multi-billion-US-dollar LNG
investments in the Rovuma Basin,
regarded as one of Africa’s largest
natural gas discoveries, while balancing
fiscal consolidation with economic
recovery following recent climate-
related disasters. — Xinhua, MPD

Mozambique to reshape higher education
to support economic transformation

MAPUTO — Mozambique will
reposition its higher education system
to better support industrialization,
technological ~ innovation  and
economic transformation, President
Daniel Chapo said on Monday.

Speaking at the opening of the
two-day National Higher Education
Conference in Maputo, Chapo said the
country’s future prosperity depends
on its ability to produce knowledge,
develop innovation and train
professionals capable of transforming
Mozambique’s vast natural resources
into economic growth.

The president said universities
should move beyond their traditional
role of teaching to become active

contributors to national development,
supporting industrialization, modern
agriculture, digitalization and value
addition across key sectors of the

economy.
Chapo  acknowledged  that
Mozambique’s higher education

system continues to face major
challenges, including weak links
between universities and industry, low
graduate employability, insufficient
applied research, regional inequalities
and funding constraints.

“Today, we need a strategic
break with the current model. We
need to move from universities that
transmit knowledge to universities
that produce solutions,” he said.

He called for universities to
expand research and training in
emerging fields such as artificial
intelligence, data science, advanced

computing and other frontier
technologies.
The president also linked

higher education reform to youth
employment, saying universities
should equip graduates with the
skills to create businesses and
generate employment rather than
contribute to rising unemployment.
The two-day conference is ex-
pected to produce recommendations
for Mozambique’s Higher Educa-

tion Strategic Plan for 2026-2035.
— Xinhua
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Mexico probing if US
violated sovereignty in
2024 drug lord capture

MEXICO CITY - Mexico
said on Tuesday it is investigating
whether its sovereignty was
violated by the United States in the
2024 capture of drug lord Ismael
“El Mayo” Zambada, in the latest
flareup of diplomatic tensions over
Washington’s war on cartels.

The inquiry comes after the FBI
displayed in an exhibition the plane
used to bring most-wanted Zambada,
co-founder of the notorious Sinaloa
cartel, to the United States.

“If one of the US agencies
participated in this operation, they
would be violating international treaties
and the [Mexican] constitution,”
President Claudia Sheinbaum said
at her daily press conference.

Zambada was arrested in
the United States in July 2024
alongside  Joaquin  Guzman
Lopez, the son of Sinaloa cartel
co-founder Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman, who is also imprisoned.

When Guzméan Lopez pled guilty
to US narcotrafficking charges last
December, he admitted to having
kidnapped Zambada to bring him to
the United States — a betrayal meant
to win favour with US authorities.

The US Embassy in Mexico
said in 2024 that no US agency
had participated in the operation,
Mexican government secretary
Rosa Icela Rodriguez told the
news conference.

“The versions are contradictory.
Someone lied,” she said.

The war between factions of
the Sinaloa cartel unleashed after
the arrest of Zambada has left
thousands dead and disappeared.

Trump has repeatedly said that
drug cartels control Mexico, warning
he will use boots on the ground south
of the border if Sheinbaum doesn’t
crack down on criminal gangs.

Sheinbaum has downplayed the
threats, emphasising that Mexican
soldiers use US intelligence to
track down narcotraffickers — as
with the killing of cartel boss
Nemesio “El Mencho” Oseguera
in a raid in February.

In April, two CIA agents died
in unclear circumstances during
an anti-drug operation alongside

soldiers and state police in the
border state of Chihuahua—without
apparent  authorisation  from
Mexico’s federal government.

Sheinbaum’s ~ administration
opened an investigation, still
ongoing, into whether the presence
of the agents represented a violation
of national security laws, creating
fresh diplomatic friction.

Days later, the US Justice
Department indicted the then-
governor of Sinaloa, Rubén Rocha
Moya, as well as nine other current
and former officials, on drug charges.

Rocha Moya is a member of
Sheinbaum’s ruling left-leaning
Morena party — and a close ally of
her mentor Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador.

Sheinbaum responded to the
indictments by requesting the US
provide “irrefutable” evidence
against Rocha Moya before
potentially extraditing him.

In May, a CNN investigation
alleged that CIA operatives used a
car bomb to carry out a “targeted
assassination” in March of a mid-level
cartel operative outside Mexico City.

The CIA and Sheinbaum
denied the story. “Imagine how
big the lie is if the CIA itself needs
to come out and dismiss” the story,
the left-leaning leader said. — AFP

This handout picture released by the
Mexican Presidency shows President
Claudia Sheinbaum speaking during
her daily conference at the Palacio
Nacional in Mexico City on Tuesday.

- AFP

Guinea-Bissau to hold
constitutional referendum
on Aug 30

BISSAU - Guinea-Bissau’s
Transitional President Horta Inta-A
has called a national referendum for
August 30 on whether to bring into
force a new constitution approved
by the National Transitional
Council, according to a presidential
decree gazette on Monday.

Under the decree, the referendum
will be held by universal, direct,
secret and personal suffrage, with
voters casting either a “Yes” or “No”
vote on whether the constitution
should enter into force.

The decision followed a

proposal for the referendum that
received a favorable opinion from
the Supreme Court of Justice,
according to the decree.

The National Transitional
Council has been acting as the
country’s legislative body since the
military takeover in November 2025.

Guinea-Bissau’s  transitional
authorities announced in January
that presidential and legislative
elections are scheduled to be held
on December 6, as the country
seeks to return to constitutional
order. — Xinhua, MPD
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John Weaver

KANSAS CITY — The World
Cup is down to just eight teams, with
a heavyweight line-up set to do battle
in the quarter-finals from today.

AFP Sport looks at the match-
ups, all of which are taking place in
the United States.

France v Morocco

Imperious France have lived
up to their billing as World Cup
favourites,  sweeping  through
the group stage and swatting
aside Sweden before edging past
Paraguay in the last 16.

It is difficult to see any team
keeping Didier Deschamps’ men
quiet, given their embarrassment
of riches in attack, including
Kylian Mbappe, Ousmane
Dembele, Bradley Barcola and the
wonderfully creative Michael Olise.

But unbeaten Morocco will not
be fazed by facing the two-time
world champions after seeing off the
Netherlands on penalties and crushing
co-hosts Canada 3-0 in the last 16.

The North African team will have
revenge on their minds in Boston
after they lost to France in the semi-
finals four years ago in Qatar.

The Atlas Lions created history
by becoming the first African team
to progress to the last four in 2022
and will be keen to match that feat.

Spain v Belgium

In beating Portugal 1-0 on
Monday, Spain became the first
team in tournament history to
record six consecutive World Cup
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World Cup: 8 teams remain in the hunt for

This combination of pictures created on Tuesday shows France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (left) reacting at the New York/New
Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on June 16, and Morocco’s defender Achraf Hakimi looking on at Atlanta Stadium on June 24.
France and Morocco will meet in a 2026 World Cup quarter-finals at Boston Stadium in Foxborough today. 4:00 a.m. tomorrow

morning Macau time.

clean sheets.

Luis de la Fuente’s European
champions do not always set pulses
racing but they are strikingly efficient
and comfortable on the ball.

Barcelona star Lamine Yamal
has netted just once in five games
but Mikel Oyarzabal has scored
four times, including twice in a 3-0
win against Austria in the last 32.

Belgium go into the match in Los
Angeles on the back of a 4-1 thumping
of co-hosts the United States.

That came after they rallied

Egypt file complaint against referee
after controversial World Cup exit

Kieran Canning

ATLANTA - The Egyptian
football federation said yesterday
it had asked for the officiating
team who handled the Pharaohs
loss 3-2 last-16 to Argentina to be
thrown out of the World Cup.

“Hany Aburida, President of the
Egyptian Football Federation, filed
a complaint with FIFA, demanding
an investigation into the French
referee Francois Letexier... after
the serious referecing mistakes
committed by the team of referees
and double standards, which caused
the Egypt team to lose the match
and leave the World Cup,” said a
statement from the federation.

On Tuesday evening, Letexes
ruled out a Mostafa Ziko goal
when they were leading 1-0 after
VAR intervened to spot a foul on
Lisandro Martinez much earlier in
the move.

A few minutes later, Ziko did
put Egyptian 2-0 up and on the
brink of a place in the last eight for
the first time but there was further
controversy in added time, after
Cristian Romero and Lionel Messi
had brought the champions level.

In the build-up to Argentina’s
winner scored by Enzo Fernandez,
Egypt believe they should have
instead been awarded a penalty
for a pull by Alexis Mac Allister
on Hamdy Fathy.

“Aburida demanded the investi-
gation of the entire team of referees,
including the video technology ref-
erees, because of the blatant errors
and insisting on not reviewing some
of the footage that we believe are
in favour of the Egyptian national
team, and we see in it the Pharaohs’
right to a correct goal and a penal-
ty,” said the Egyptian statement.

It added that the president had
also “demanded the exclusion of
thereferee and the entire crew from
the World Cup after investigating
these mistakes and proving the
crime of discrimination against
the Egyptian national team”.

The statement echoed remarks
by Egypt coach Hossam Hassan
immediately after the game.

“I do not want to put it nicely
and talk about hard luck. We have
been cheated unfairly today, we
have suffered injustice,” Hassan
told journalists.

“We haven’t seen respect
or fair play. There has not been
respect or fair play.”

Hassan told BeIN: “Perhaps they
wanted to keep the world champi-
ons in the competition. Perhaps they
wanted Messi to stay in the running.

“In  football, there are
sometimes external factors that
go beyond the technical aspects.
The world champions received
support at every level.” —AFP

from two goals down in the last 32
to beat Senegal 3-2 in extra-time.
The World Cup is likely the
last hurrah for the remainder of the
nation’s so-called Golden Generation,
including Kevin De Bruyne and
Romelu Lukaku, who will be
desperate to leave the stage on a high.

Norway v England
England’s defenders are used
to facing Norway hotshot Erling
Haaland in the Premier League -
but whether they can handle him is

FIFA probes racist abuse
targeting US streamer
IShowSpeed

ATLANTA — FIFA has launched
a probe into alleged racist insults
directed at the streamer known as
IShowSpeed at last week’s World
Cup match between Argentina and
Cabo Verde.

The global football body said ina
post Tuesday on X that it was “made
aware of an incident involving
a supporter and #IShowSpeed
at Miami Stadium during the
Argentina vs Cabo Verde match
on 3 July 2026 and immediately
initiated an investigation.”

The African-American streamer,
whose real name is Darren Watkins
Jr, has over 57 million subscribers
on YouTube, with tens of millions
more on other video platforms.

The boisterous 21-year-old has
been attending and streaming live
from World Cup matches under a
special deal with FIFA, YouTube,
and US broadcaster Fox Sports.

“FIFA  strongly = condemns
racism, hate and discrimination in
all forms. These actions have no
place in football, at the FIFA World
Cup, or anywhere in society,” the
statement added.

IShowSpeed was also reportedly
targeted by more racist abuse during
Tuesday’s match between Argentina
and Egypt, with an Argentine fan
imitating a monkey during an
encounter with the streamer. —AFP

-AFP

another story.

Thomas Tuchel’s men arrived
in the United States among the
favourites to win the tournament for
just the second time in their history.

Captain Harry Kane and Jude
Bellingham have been the standout
players so far, scoring 10 of the
team’s 11 goals, including all
three in a gripping 3-2 win against
Mexico.

England, reduced to 10 men, had
to dig deep to see off the co-hosts in
a result that will infuse them with

England’s Henderson has
surgery after freak World
Cup arm injury

KANSAS CITY - England
midfielder Jordan Henderson has
undergone surgery on his arm after
a freak injury he suffered following
the team’s thrilling World Cup win
against Mexico.

The Brentford player fell over
advertising  hoardings  during
celebrations after the 3-2 victory
at the Estadio Azteca, which took
them through to the quarter-finals.

The 36-year-old was taken to
hospital, having left the field on a
stretcher.

He is now set to miss the
remainder of the World Cup but is
expected to stay with the team at
their Kansas City base.

“Surgery done. Let’s get ready
for the big one on Saturday,”
Henderson posted on Instagram.

“Thank you to all the staff that
looked after me at Kansas City
Orthopaedic Institute, especially the
three surgeons who carried out the
operation.”

glory

confidence ahead of their meeting
with Norway.

But they will come up against
a team in Miami led by the
irrepressible Haaland, who has
scored seven goals so far as he
chases the Golden Boot.

The Manchester City man has
netted in each of his past 14 competitive
outings for Norway - 27 goals in total
- and is bound to create problems for
England’s shaky defence.

Argentina v Switzerland

Lionel Messi’s Argentina have
come through two almighty scares
to set up a quarter-final against
Switzerland.

The defending champions
were taken to extra-time by World
Cup debutants Cape Verde before
prevailing 3-2.

Then in the last 16 they looked
down and out when trailing 2-0
against Egypt before an astonishing
comeback, with Messi at the centre
of the action.

Head coach Lionel Scaloni will
know his team cannot keep testing
fate as they chase a fourth World
Cup crown, but they have shown
they can never be counted out.

Now they face Switzerland in
Kansas City, who beat Colombia
on penalties in Vancouver after a
goalless draw.

The Swiss, who are into the last
eight for the first time since they
hosted the tournament in 1954, are
an organised outfit and will likely be
tough to break down. — AFP

England face Erling Haaland’s
Norway in the last eight of the
World Cup in Miami on Saturday.

—AFP

All-time World Cup
leading scorers

NEW YORK — The following

are the World Cup all-time leading
scorers after Lionel Messi scored
for Argentina on Tuesday:

21 - Lionel Messi (Argentina)

19 - Kylian Mbappe (France)

16 - Miroslav Klose (Germany)

15 - Ronaldo (Brazil)

14 - Gerd Mueller (Germany),

Harry Kane (England)

13 - Just Fontaine (France)

12 - Pele (Brazil)

11 - Jurgen Klinsmann (Germany),
Sandor Kocsis (Hungary),
Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal)

10 - Gabriel Batistuta (Argen-
tina), Helmut Rahn (Ger-
many), Gary Lineker (Eng-
land), Teofilo Cubillas (Peru),
Thomas Mueller (Germany),
Grzegorz Lato (Poland)

—AFP

Match Times shown in Macau time.
Frida

France | 104:00 I Morocco

Quarter-final - Boston Stadium (Boston)




SPORT

The Macau Post Daily

Jed Court

LONDON - British wildcard Arthur Fery
extended his sensational Wimbledon run into
a semi-final against French Open champion
Alexander Zverev, after Marta Kostyuk set
up a women’s last-four clash against Linda
Noskova yesterday.

Fery, the world number 114, dismantled
Roland Garros runner-up Flavio Cobolli 6-4,
7-6 (7/4), 6-0 to become the first Wimbledon
wildcard to reach the men’s last four since
Goran Ivanisevic won the 2001 title.

Incredibly, Fery is just two victories away
from emulating Ivanisevic and becoming the
first British man to win Wimbledon since
Andy Murray in 2016.

“It gets better and better every match. It’s
incredible. I just can’t believe it,” Fery said to
his adoring new fans, who created a partisan
atmosphere on Centre Court.

He is the third-lowest ranked man since
1985 to reach the Wimbledon semis, after
world number 237 Vladimir Voltchkov in
2000 and world number 125 Ivanisevic in
2001.

Zverev romped to a 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 victory
over sixth seed Taylor Fritz, making his
first semi-final at the All England Club by
snapping a seven-match losing streak against
the American.

The German second seed had never got
past the Wimbledon last 16 in nine previous
trips to south-west London.

“I’'m extremely happy to be in the semi-

Britain’s Arthur Fery celebrates winning against Italy’s Flavio Cobolli during their men’s singles quarter-
final at the 2026 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in
Wimbledon, southwest London, yesterday.

finals, especially against Taylor who I hadn’t
beaten in two years,” he said.

Zverev is only the third German man in
the Open era to make the last four at all the
Grand Slam tournaments, after Boris Becker
and Michael Stich - Germany’s last men’s
Wimbledon winner in 1991.

“It’s a dream come true to finally play well
at Wimbledon, I’ve waited a long time for it,”
he added.

The 29-year-old Zverev will be a huge
favourite against Fery on Friday, with reigning

lyer’s India ‘atrocious’in record
125-run T20 defeat by England

Cricket

NOTTINGHAM - India captain
Shreyas Iyer said his side had been
“atrocious” after suffering their worst
ever T20 defeat, in terms of runs, during a
humiliating thrashing by England at Trent
Bridge on Tuesday.

T20 world champions India were blown
away by fast bowlers Jofra Archer and Josh
Tongue in a crushing 125-run loss.

England posted 201-7, with Phil Salt
making 70 and T20 world champions India
only just bettered the opener’s score while
collapsing to 76 all out inside 12 overs.

Archer and Tongue were simply too
much for India to handle, both quicks
clocking more than 90 mph (145 kph) on
the speed gun, as they ripped through the
tourists’ top-order with the new ball.

Tongue finished with career-best
figures of 4-28 and Archer 3-29 as England
went 2-0 up in the series with two to play
after the opener was washed out.

Tuesday’s result comfortably
surpassed India’s previous record run-
loss in a T20, an 80-run defeat by New
Zealand at Wellington in 2019.

It also followed India’s shock 2-0
series reverse against Ireland in Belfast
last month.

‘Awful execution’

“It was atrocious,” Iyer told Sky Sports
“I can’t use a better word. Losing by such
a big margin isn’t acceptable.”

“Hard lengths helped the bowlers on
this wicket, but we didn’t execute many.
When you’re chasing, you have to set
patterns for how to chase.

“We fell short, our execution was
awful,” he added.

By contrast, England skipper Harry
Brook said: “Salty played a mega
innings... To get to 200 on a tricky surface

was a phenomenal effort.”

Brook, turning to England’s efforts
in the field, added: “We didn’t need to
talk much before the chase, the bowlers
knew exactly what we needed to hit the
top of the stumps with the occasional
bouncer. As simple as it sounds, it worked
beautifully tonight.”

Archer hurried teenage sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi with a 90 mph bouncer and
then smiled when the 15-year-old somehow
struck the next ball for six over gully.

Two of Tongue’s first three balls also
went the distance but from then on it was
one-way traffic.

Abhishek Sharma slashed to deep point,
Sooryavanshi gloved behind as he tried to
attack Archer’s next bouncer and Ishan
Kishan found Jacob Bethell with a flat pull.

When Archer dismissed Iyer and Axar
Patel, India were all but beaten at 52-5
from five overs.

Tilak Varma was stumped off Will Jacks
before Tongue, on his Nottinghamshire
home ground, removed Shivam Dube and
dismissed Harshit Rana via Tom Banton’s
diving catch at backward point.

Leg-spinner Adil Rashid took two late
wickets as India, who won the toss, only
just beat their lowest T20 total of 74.

Earlier, Jos Buttler got England going
with 36 before he was bowled by Prince
Yadav’s inswinging yorker.

Salt, after a sedate start, flayed several
boundaries in an expensive over from
Varun Chakravarthy, the opener launching
a long-hop for six before hitting three
successive fours in a 36-ball fifty. Sam
Curran’s 41 not out boosted the total.

England can seal a series win with victory
in the fourth T20 at Bristol today but Iyer
said: “It’s a great opportunity to come back
strong, not to dwell on what has happened
in the past. We’ve played awful cricket but
(there is) lots to learn as well.” —AFP

- AFP

champion and world number one Jannik Sinner
or Novak Djokovic awaiting in the final.

Kostyuk into second straight
Slam semi-final

Ukraine’s Kostyuk raced to a 6-3, 6-2
victory over Italian Jasmine Paolini after just
69 minutes on Centre Court and will play
Czech ninth seed Noskova today for a place
in her first major final.

“I was on this court as a spectator once
nine years ago watching Roger (Federer) and
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Britain’s Fery to face Zverev in Wimbledon semis

to be back here as a player is amazing,” said
the 24-year-old after her first appearance on
the showpiece court at the All England Club.

“I walked past the ‘wall of honour’, stood
beside it and took a moment.”

The 12" seed has only lost one of her last
22 matches - a semi-final defeat by eventual
champion Mirra Andreeva at the French Open
last month.

Former Wimbledon runner-up Paolini
could not reproduce the form she showed in
her last-16 win over Alexandra Eala, losing in
the last eight of a Slam for the first time.

The in-form Noskova was the highest seed
left in the bottom half of the draw after shock
early exits for Iga Swiatek and Elena Rybakina.

The 21-year-old lived up to that billing
with a 6-3, 7-5 win over experienced Belgian
25" seed Elise Mertens on Court One.

Mertens battled hard in her first Grand
Slam quarter-final since 2020, but could not
deal with Noskova’s power.

The Czech has enjoyed an excellent grass-
court campaign, reaching her first Slam semi-final
after also winning her second WTA title in Berlin.

Kostyuk won her only previous meeting
with Noskova, a straight-sets success in the
quarter-finals en route to the Madrid Open
title earlier this year.

“Atough one, it’s never going to be easy,” said
Noskova. “Marta, she’s an incredible player.”

Two-time Grand Slam champion Coco
Gauff or Czech 10" seed Karolina Muchova
will await the winner in Saturday’s final. — AF/P

‘Unbelievable’ Kooij wins Tour de France
5th stage in chaotic sprint finish

Barnaby Chesterman
Té,rt PAU, France — Dutch debutant
6,,(0 Olav Kooij won the fifth stage of the
Tour de France in a chaotic sprint
finish sparked by a crash five kilometres from the
line that scuppered several teams’ hopes.

The 24-year-old beat German Max Kanter
into second with Belgian Tim Merlier coming
home in third as Norway’s Torstein Traecen
kept the race leader’s yellow jersey despite
being brought down in the crash.

“I had to wait until this day to get this first
chance to sprint in the Tour and to win it is
unbelievable,” said Kooij.

With the sprinters primed for action on this
flat fifth stage billed as a likely bunch finish,
there was understandably some extra tension in
the peloton in the run-in.

Several riders went down in the spill with
just over S5km to ride, with Dutchman Alex
Molenaar seemingly the worst affected.

However, dozens of riders were slowed up
by the crash and found themselves desperately
trying to chase down a reduced peloton charging
towards the finish line at Pau in the southwest.

Sprinters such as Jasper Philipsen lost key
lead-out team-mates like Mathieu van der Poel
and it led to a disorganised run to the finish line
with no teams able to tee up their fast men as
they would have wanted to.

Co-captain  of the Decathlon team
alongside Paul Seixas, Kooij emerged from
the chaos with an irresistible surge to the line
to accomplish his pre-tour aim to “win at least
one sprint stage”.

“It was quite an easy day until the final,
so then you know it will be hectic in this first
sprint of the Tour,” said Kooij.

“Everyone is still really eager and I just
managed to find my way.

“I did it on my own in the end and I found
the right wheel and I just wanted to have a
chance to sprint today.

“When I saw the line I just went as hard as
I could.”

The Dutchman had never ridden at the Tour
before as his previous team, Visma-Lease a
Bike, did not bring a sprinter to the race as they
concentrated solely on their overall contender
Jonas Vingegaard.

And he got off to a poor start with new team
Decathlon CMA CGM as he battled a long
illness at the beginning of the year.

Lone breakaway

Tracen managed to finish in a group 14
seconds behind the winner, alongside reigning
champion Tadej Pogacar and other overall
contenders such as Vingegaard, Olympic
champion Remco Evenepoel and French
teenage sensation Seixas.

He was helped by Dane Vingegaard’s
Visma team motoring on after the crash to try
to ensure their team leader, who is a two-time
Tour winner, did not lose any vital seconds to
his main rivals.

The Norwegian still leads the Tour by
28sec from American Sean Quinn, with Czech
Mathias Vacek third at 3min 50sec.

“To be honest, I don’t know that much, suddenly
I ' was on the ground,” said Traeen about his crash.

“I went to a corner and then I was there (on
the ground), and then luckily I had the Visma train
coming past and brought us back to the group.”

He said he had “a small wound on my knee
but nothing really serious”.

It was a fairly typical sprint stage until the
finale, with a doomed breakaway easily chased
down before the business end.

Baptiste Veistroffer said before the stage
began that he was determined to get away in a
break and sure enough, he was true to his word.

From the chequered flag, he shot off down
the road, but perhaps to his surprise, no one
else joined him.

It meant that the Frenchman spent 144 kilo-
metres out alone at the front of the race before the
sprinters’ teams reeled him in with 14km left to ride.

After that it was over to the sprinters’ teams,
but they were unable to control the run-in. — AFP
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After designing Taylor
Swift’s wedding dress, Dior’s
Anderson returns to catwalk

Adam Plowright

PARIS — Fresh from winning
arguably the biggest job in fashion
this year — designing Taylor Swift’s
wedding dress — Dior’s British artistic
director Jonathan Anderson returned
to the Paris catwalk on Monday at the
start of Haute Couture Week.

Swift and husband Travis
Kelce’s choice of the venerable
Parisian house for their New
York wedding ensembles this past
weekend represented a major coup
for the LVMH-owned brand.

It also burnished the reputation
of its low-key Northern Irish chief
designer, 41, who was appointed
almost exactly a year ago with the
task of modernising all of Dior’s
fashion lines.

On the first day of Haute
Couture Week, which featured a
star-packed show from Schiaparelli
and a galaxy-inspired Iris Van
Herpen collection, Anderson sent
out a highly wearable selection of
heavily textured and pleated outfits.

He appeared to soak up applause,
wearing a denim shirt and dark green
chinos, after the final dress — a bridal
outfit, as per tradition — did its final
round of the circular catwalk at the
Rodin Museum in central Paris.

Biggest stage

Swift’s choice of wedding dress
had been the subject of speculation
for months, with industry experts
such as Jogue seeing her going
for an American designer such as
Ralph Lauren, or Britain’s Vivienne
Westwood which she wears regularly.

Dressing the world’s best-known
singer at her celebrity wedding for
the ages at Madison Square Garden
in New York was a major scoop for
Anderson whose demanding boss,
LVMH magnate Bernard Arnaud, and
singer Sabrina Carpenter sat front row
at the Paris show on Monday.

Anderson’s  collections have
failed to win universal praise
since he took over all three Dior
fashion lines in June — menswear,
womenswear and Haute Couture —
becoming the first designer to do so
since Christian Dior himself.

Given their similarities in age
and the timing of their promotions,
Anderson is seen as competing
with Matthieu Blazy, 42, who was
appointed by fellow French fashion
behemoth Chanel last year.

Blazy has barely put a foot wrong,
and designed the wedding dress of
British singer Dua Lipa when she tied
the knot with actor Callum Turner in
Sicily earlier this month.

No pictures of Swift’s dress have
been released yet — and Dua Lipa took
a fortnight before revealing hers.

Celebs and debuts

Elsewhere in Haute Couture
Week, Puerto Rican music star Bad
Bunny sat front row for the Schiapa-
relli show in a pastel yellow-coloured
suit and a tie of plaited golden strands.

Although the show was titled
“The Abyss”, the fortunes of the
world’s most-streamed artist could
scarcely be higher having just
completed three sold-out stadium
shows in France that have won rave
reviews for his “Debi Tirar Mas
Fotos’ (“I should have taken more
photos”) world tour.

Dutch designer Iris Van Herpen
reached for the solar system for
inspiration for her collection which
featured her trademark marriage of
innovative materials in both gentle
floating and highly structured
forms, as well as a spectacular
luminescent dress.

Monday also saw a first show
from the Irish designer Michael Stew-
art who brought his brand Standing
Ground to Paris Haute Couture Week
for the first time. —AFP

Chinese actress
Fan Bingbing
(TGUKVK) attends
the Germanier
Women Haute
Couture Fall/
Winter 2026-2027
collection as
part of the Paris
Fashion Week, in
Paris, on Tuesday.
-AFP
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‘Not easy, but notimpossible’: Iraq’s

Crew members prepare a set for
a scene during the filming of an
Iraqi horror movie in the capital
Baghdad on June 1, 2026. - AFP

Street vendors gather outside
the faded facade of the Granada
Cinema, an early 1940s
landmark, in the Bab al-Sharqi
district of central Baghdad on
May 26, 2026. - AFP

Christy-Belle Geha

BAGHDAD — We are offering
the following story that has been
selected by AFP’s chief editors for
re-publication as among the best of
the week.

In the heart of old Baghdad,
legendary movie theatres stand
abandoned and shrouded in dust,
bearing witness to Iraq’s once-
vibrant cultural scene.

A few kilometres away, director
Ali al-Bayati oversees his camera
operators as they adjust their lenses
for a scene in his upcoming horror
film, which he hopes to showcase
internationally as a new generation
of Iraqi filmmakers drives an
industry comeback.

Momentum is building,
bolstered by recent international
recognition for the Iraqi film “The
President’s Cake”, which captures
life under crippling sanctions
during Saddam Hussein’s rule.

“Reviving the cinema sector
in Iraq is not easy, but it is not
impossible either,” Bayati told AFP.

For decades, Iraq’s cultural and
cinematic scenes flourished.

Film production in Iraq began
in the 1940s — notably with titles
co-produced with Egypt — reaching
its peak in the 1950s.

Among the most celebrated
productions of that era was Kameran
Hosni’s film “Said Effendi” (1956),
a work recently restored as part
of the Iragqi Cinematheque project
supported by France, and screened
at the Cannes Film Festival in 2025.

But then everything changed.

With Saddam Hussein’s rise
to power in the 1970s, cinema
became a propaganda tool.

This was followed by decades
of war, sectarian strife and jihadist
insurgency after the 2003 US-led
invasion that toppled Hussein,
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film industry sees slow revival

ultimately snuffing out the golden
age of Iraqi cinema.

Baghdad’s old movie theatres
that once drew film enthusiasts are
now barely standing, with their faded
walls, old doors and broken signs.

Dilapidated shops crowd the
entrance to the Granada Cinema,
with clothes hanging directly on
the street. Other theatres have been
repurposed as warehouses, with a
few old movie posters still clinging
to their walls.

The old and the new

In recent years, a fragile stability
has begun to revive Iraqis’ appetite
for entertainment and returned focus
to Baghdad’s cultural scene.

Authorities seized the opportu-
nity last year, launching an initiative
to support 58 film projects.

But the funding pool is just
US$4 million, an amount that would
fund only a single project in other
countries, said Wareth Kwaish of the
government-led initiative.

Authorities are also working
to recover Iraq’s historic cinema
archive in the country and abroad.

And Baghdad has signed cin-
ematic cooperation agreements with
France to support its film industry.

Still, the industry remains short
on funding and support, making
every production a gamble.

Filmmakers rely on small
grants, said Bayati, who hopes
to market his movie in the US
and European countries and is
among those who benefited from
government funding.

The key for him is gaining
the trust of Iraqi audiences to
“generate revenues that would
lead to sustainability in work and
production”, he said.

Most Iraqi moviegoers today
frequent multi-screen theatres in
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Wareth Kwaish, a filmmaker and cultural project
manager dedicated to preserving and promoting
Iraq’s cinematic heritage, inspects a film reel at the
National Centre for Archives and Iraqi Memory in
Baghdad on February 5, 2026. — AFP

shopping malls where Hollywood
and Egyptian movies dominate the
screens, rather than the classic venues.

Syrian filmmaker Abdulhadi al-
Rakeb, who made a documentary
about Iraq’s old movie theatres,
said their closure has led to “the
disappearance of a culture of
watching films in theatres and, as a
result, a decline in the very idea of
filmmaking”.

‘Cautiously optimistic’

Recently, “The President’s
Cake”, the Iraqi film that won a
prize at the prestigious Cannes
Film Festival last year, finally
started screening in Iraq.

The movie follows the story of
a young girl selected to bake a cake
for Saddam’s birthday at a time
when sanctions made it almost
impossible to find the ingredients.

Although the movie was shot
in Iraq, the production faced many
challenges.

Director Hasan Hadi said a
shortage of experienced Iraqi
film crews forced him to bring in
European professionals.

“The local crew were not aware
of international standards,” and the
foreign crew were unfamiliar with the
local cultural context, which created
“more problems for us”, he said.

According to Hadi, the lack of
local crews is one of several reasons
Iraqi filmmakers have been unable
to work in their own country.

He believes the sector needs
workshops to develop local talent,
increased funding and better
overall organisation.

“I am cautiously optimistic,”
Hadi said.

“There are more people who
want to tell their stories and make
films, but not enough resources.”

—AFP




WORLD CUP POST-SCRIPT
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Argentina supporters react as they watch a live broadcast of the 2026 FIFA World Cup
Round of 16 match against Egypt, won 3-2 by Argentina, during a public viewing in
Ternate, North Maluku, Indonesia, early yesterday morning. - AFP
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A boy reacts as he and other Egyptian football fans watch their national
team’s 2026 World Cup Round of 16 match against Argentina on a large
screen at a club park in Cairo’s Zamalek district on Tuesday. — AFP

Displaced Palestinians react as they watch the 2026 World Cup Round of 16 match
between Egypt and Argentina on a giant screen amid the rubble of destroyed
buildings in Gaza City on Tuesday. - AFP

Switzerland supporters celebrate their team’s victory after the 2026 World
Cup Round of 16 match against Colombia, in the streets of Lausanne, early

yesterday. - AFP

Fans of Colombia react at the end of the FIFA World Cup 2026 Round-of-16 match
against Switzerland at a bar in Bogota, on Tuesday. - AFP

Lebanese spectators and members of the Egyptian community react as they
watch the 2026 World Cup Round of 16 match between Egypt and Argentina

on a giant screen in the Jdeideh area, east of Beirut, on Tuesday. - AFP




