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Trump berates NATO, praises 
Erdogan as summit starts

US President Donald Trump praised his “chemistry” with 
Turkish leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan as he arrived in Ankara 
for a NATO summit Tuesday, while hitting out at European 
allies for their response to his war in Iran.  – Story on p. 11

Cuba slowly gets power back after 
3rd nationwide blackout in 6 months

Cubans were gradually getting power back yesterday 
after the third nationwide power outage since the start of 
the year, causing mounting despair in the face of an energy 
collapse precipitated by a US fuel blockade. –  Story on p. 12

Argentina produce epic 
World Cup !ghtback to 
beat Egypt, reach quarters

  – Story on p. 13 

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai addresses the Talents Development Committee’s first 2026 plenary 
meeting at Government Headquarters yesterday.      – Photo: GCS

Tony Wong
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai said yesterday 

that the local government is studying the 
feasibility of launching a new measure for its 
talent acquisition programme where applicants 
who have benefitted from Hengqin’s talent 
acquisition programme will be awarded extra 
scores in their applications for Macau’s talent 
acquisition programme.

Sam made the remarks in a speech while 
chairing this year’s first plenary meeting of the 
government-appointed Talents Development 
Committee at Government Headquarters in Nam 
Van yesterday.

The meeting, which was held behind closed 
doors, was open to the media at the start when 
Sam made his opening speech.

The committee comprises government 
officials from various public entities, as well as 
professionals from different sectors from civil 
society appointed by the government.

Sam noted in his speech that the government 
has rolled out three phases of its talent acquisition 
programme, since Macau’s current legal system 
for acquiring talents from outside Macau came 
into force in July 2023. He underlined that after 
the completion of each of the three phases, 
the government reviewed and summarised the 

effectiveness of its implementation, with the aim of 
coming up with improvements to the programme’s 
modus operandi for the subsequent phase.

Sam underlined the local government’s 
commitment to constantly improving its policies 
and measures to acquire talents from outside 
Macau, making them more flexible in adapting 
to the latest situation, with the aim of enhancing 
the city’s competitiveness in the “global battle for 
talent”.

Sam noted that with the aim of advancing 
Macau’s “One Centre, One Platform, One Base” 
campaign and developing the city into a hub for 
international high-end talent while strengthening the 
cultivation of talents required for the development 
of Macau’s nascent industries, he led a delegation 
to four European countries (Portugal, Spain, 
Switzerland, and Belgium) earlier this year to expand 
and deepen cooperation in the joint cultivation of 
talents between Macau, the Chinese mainland, 
and Portuguese- and Spanish-speaking countries. 
Through his visit, Sam said, Macau also aimed to 
leverage its role as a “precise liaison” between China 
and Portuguese- and Spanish-speaking countries, by 
seeking to establish more pragmatic cooperation 
with government agencies, education institutions, 
and business associations there.

Continued on p.3

Hengqin-accredited talents to 
get extra scores in Macau’s talent 

acquisition scheme: Sam

LISBON – Two people were killed and 14 
others injured, four of them seriously, after a Carris 
Metropolitana bus veered off the road and struck 
pedestrians yesterday morning in Sintra, according 
to Portuguese civil protection authorities.

The Sub-Regional Command for Greater Lisbon 
of the National Authority for Emergency and Civil 
Protection (ANEPC) said the accident occurred at 
9:42 a.m. (local time) on Rua Elias Garcia.

According to Lusa News Agency, two women 
aged between 30 and 40 were killed in the crash.

A total of 35 emergency responders and 16 
vehicles were deployed to the scene, along with an 
emergency psychological support team.

The cause of the accident is under investigation.
– Xinhua

Bus crash in 
Portugal leaves 2 
dead, 14 injured

Youth representatives recite 

poems during a ceremony 

marking the 89th anniversary of the 

beginning of China’s whole-nation 

resistance war against Japanese 

aggression at the Memorial Hall of 

the Victims in Nanjing Massacre 

by Japanese Invaders in Nanjing, 

Jiangsu Province, yesterday. 

China yesterday marked the 89th 

anniversary of the beginning of 

its whole-nation resistance war 

against Japanese aggression. An 

officially estimated 300,000 people 
were killed by the Japanese 

invaders in the 1937-1938 Nanjing 
Massacre.              – Xinhua 
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Armindo Neves
The Macao Customs Service 

(SA) announced in a statement 
on Monday that its officers seized 
560,000 cigarettes, 130,000 
e-cigarettes and 10 injectable 
medicines at the Macau International 
Airport on Friday and Sunday.

According to the statement, the 
goods, with a total retail value of 
around 760,000 patacas, and the tax 
payable on the conventional ciga-
rettes involved in the case, amount-
ing to about 840,000 patacas.

The statement did not elaborate 
on the injectable medicines. 

Based on intelligence received, 
customs officers recently stepped 
up inspections of passengers 
arriving in Macau on flights from 
Japan. The officers intercepted 
a total of 20 passengers and 
seized items including cigarettes, 
e-cigarettes, and injectable 
medicines from their carry-on 
luggage, the statement said.

In the statement, the Customs 
Service identified the 20 smug-
glers as mainland Chinese aged 

between 22 and 69. It has initi-
ated legal action against them 
under the provisions of the Exter-
nal Trade Law. If the offences 
are confirmed, the suspects may 
be subject to a maximum fine of 
100,000 patacas each. 

In addition, 15 of the 
individuals are suspected of 
having violated the provisions of 
Macau’s Tobacco Prevention and 
Control Law, and the cases have 
been referred to the Health Bureau 
for follow-up action.

According to the law, the 
import of e-cigarettes is illegal. 

Meanwhile, the Customs 
Service announced in a separate 
statement on Monday that its 
officers seized 3,800 boxes of 
medicines, 577 cosmetic products, 
459 bottles and 340 boxes of 
health products, 5,488 used 
electronic products, and 70 kg of 
hermit crabs, with a total value of 
around 5.83 million patacas, from 
two lorries at the Inner Harbour 
Ferry Terminal last Friday.

According to the statement, 

based on risk assessment and 
intelligence analysis, customs 
officers thoroughly inspected 
two lorries departing from the 
Inner Harbour Ferry Terminal. 
The inspections revealed that the 
goods carried by the lorries either 
did neither match the declared 
information nor had they completed 
the necessary customs clearance 
procedures, the statement said, 
adding that the person in charge of 
both lorries, a 45-year-old Chinese 
mainland resident, is facing legal 
action in accordance with Macau’s 
External Trade Law. 

In addition, as the individual 
is suspected of having violated 
provisions under Macau’s Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary* Control Law, 
the case has been referred to the 
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) 
for follow-up action. 

* Phytosanitary refers to 
the health of plants, specifically 
relating to measures taken to 
protect plant life and agriculture 
from the introduction and spread 
of pests, diseases, or weeds.

Customs seizes 690,000 cigarettes 
at Macau Int’l Airport

This undated handout photo provided by Macau Customs (SA) yesterday shows 560,000 cigarettes, 130,000 e-cigarettes 
and 10 injectable medicines seized by its officers at the Macau International Airport on July 3 and 5.

Khalel Vallo
The Municipal Affairs Bureau 

(IAM) has ordered “Healer Bar” 
to suspend operations after food 
samples collected from the restaurant 
again failed microbiological testing, 
with salmonella detected in a ready-
to-eat dish, the bureau said in a 
statement yesterday. 

According to the bureau, the 
problematic sample was a chazuke 
(a simple Japanese dish made by 
pouring green tea, dashi, or hot water 
over cooked rice) with shrimp paste, 
crab meat and raw egg collected from 
“Healer Bar”, located on Travessa do 
Padre Soares, near Rua do Campo.

The statement noted that 
laboratory testing found that the 
sample contained salmonella at 
an “unsatisfactory” level under 
Macau’s Microbiological Guidelines 
for Ready-to-Eat Food. 

The latest case follows another 
failed food safety inspection at the 
same restaurant in May, when a low-
temperature sous vide* rice dish was 
found to contain excessive levels 
of Clostridium perfringens**, the 
statement said. At the time, the bureau 
ordered the eatery to stop selling 
the affected product and rectify its 
food preparation procedures, the 
statement pointed out. 

As this is the second non-
compliant food sample within a 
short period, the bureau has ordered 
the restaurant to immediately 
suspend business operations, the 
statement underlined. 

The eatery must thoroughly clean 
and disinfect its food preparation 
and storage areas, review and adjust 
its food production processes, and 
pass a follow-up inspection and food 
testing before it can resume serving 
this kind of product, the statement 
noted, pointing out that it will 
continue investigating the case and 
will take legal action if violations of 

the Food Safety Law are confirmed.  
Salmonella is commonly found 

in farm and wild animals and is often 
associated with raw or undercooked 
eggs, egg products, milk, meat 
and related products. Salmonella 
infection can cause fever, abdominal 
pain, diarrhoea, nausea and, in some 
cases, vomiting, the statement said. 

The bureau reminded the food 
industry to follow food hygiene and 
safety guidelines, including prevent-
ing cross-contamination between 
raw and cooked foods, thoroughly 
cooking food, and using pasteurised 
eggs when preparing ready-to-eat 
dishes containing raw eggs, the state-
ment said. The bureau also advised 
high-risk groups, including senior 
citizens, young children, pregnant 
women and people with weakened 
immune systems, to avoid consum-
ing raw or undercooked food. 

*Sous vide is a French term 
that literally translates to “under 
vacuum”. In cooking, it refers to a 
method where food is placed in a 
plastic pouch or glass jar and cooked 
in a water bath at an accurately 
regulated, low temperature. – Gemini 

**Clostridium perfringens is an 
anaerobic, spore-forming bacterium 
and a leading cause of food 
poisoning. It thrives in high-protein 
foods like meats and gravies left at 
room temperature, triggering intense 
diarrhoea and cramps – Gemini 

identified Lei through the city’s 
CCTV system and on-site 
surveillance footage. She added 
that the footage showed the man 
opening the door of a light vehicle, 
getting in, and driving forward 
before colliding with a vehicle in 
front. While reversing, Lei then 
struck a company’s metal gate, after 
which he got out of the vehicle and 
left the scene. Police arrested Lei 
near Pátio do Piloto (帶水圍) in 
the Inner Harbour area at around 
1:00 a.m. on Sunday.

Lei was found to have a strong 
smell of alcohol on his breath during 
the interception, and a breathalyser 
test returned a reading of 1.53 
grammes per litre, indicating that he 
had been driving under the influence 
of alcohol, according to Kong.

Lei told PSP officers that he had 
been walking along the street that eve-
ning and, having previously worked 
nearby, knew that some vehicles were 
left unlocked, Kong said.

Lei therefore randomly chose 
an unlocked vehicle to get into 
and sleep, the spokeswoman said, 

adding that upon discovering that 
the keys had not been removed 
from the ignition, he “had some 
fun” and attempted to drive the 
vehicle, despite not holding a 
driving licence. He subsequently 
collided with another vehicle and 
then struck a metal gate while 
reversing. He denied drink-driving, 
insisting that he had only purchased 

alcoholic drinks after leaving 
the scene. However, surveillance 
footage showed that he was holding 
alcoholic beverage bottle before the 
incident.

Lei has been transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP), 
facing charges of vehicle theft, 
avoiding responsibility, and drink-
driving. 

‘Healer Bar’ fails 2nd food 
safety test

This image provided by the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM) yesterday shows 
some of the food samples from Healer 
Bar’s non-compliant food safety test.

Police nab man for car theft, drink-driving, and hit-and-run

This undated handout photo provided by the Public Security Police (PSP) yesterday 
shows a PSP officer escorting the drink-driving suspect into a police station.

Armindo Neves
The Public Security Police 

(PSP) arrested a local man on 
Sunday for car theft, drink-driving, 
and hit-and-run, PSP spokeswoman 
Kong Chi Ian said during a regular 
press conference yesterday.

Kong identified the suspect as 
a construction worker in his fifties, 
surnamed Lei.

According to Kong, at around 
10:30 p.m. on Saturday, PSP officers 
received a report from a Macao 

Customs Service (SA) officer 
regarding a traffic accident on Rua 
do Dr. Lourenço Pereira Marques 
(比厘喇馬忌士街) in the Inner 
Harbour. The officer stated that 
while on duty, he noticed damage 
to a light vehicle and a heavy goods 
vehicle parked on the roadside, as 
well as damage to the metal gate of 
a nearby company premises, leading 
him to suspect that a traffic accident 
had occurred there. 

Kong said that PSP officers 
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Armindo Neves
The Wushu General Association of 

Macau announced in a statement yesterday 
that two local martial artists clinched two 
silver medals at the Taolu World Cup 
(TWC) yesterday.

The event, which started yesterday, 
is hosted by the International Wushu 
Federation at Haikou city in Hainan 
province.

According to DeepSeek, Taolu (套路) 
is a pre-arranged sequence of offensive and 
defensive techniques linked together in a 
continuous flow. It simulates a fight against 
multiple imaginary opponents.

According to the statement, in the 
men’s Changquan* (“Long Fist”) and 
men’s Nanquan** (“Southern Fist”) finals 
held during the morning session yesterday, 
Macau Wushu Team’s Sung Chi Kuan and 
Chan Chi Ngou won a silver medal each.

The statement said that in the men’s 
Changquan event, Sung delivered a 

performance of high difficulty and 
consistency, scoring 9.743 points and 
finishing as runner-up by a narrow 
margin, with the gold medal going to a 
competitor from the Chinese mainland 
team. Meanwhile, in the men’s Nanquan 
event, Chan secured the silver medal with a 
score of 9.753 points, with the gold in that 
event also going to a team athlete from the 
Chinese mainland. 

*Changquan (“Long Fist”) is a northern 
Chinese martial arts style characterised by 
fully extended, explosive movements, wide 
stances, and a heavy emphasis on acrobatic 
kicking. - DeepSeek

**Nanquan (“Southern Fist”) is a 
collective name for martial arts originating 
south of the Yangtze River, particularly 
in Fujian, Guangdong, and Zhejiang 
provinces. It is characterised by compact, 
stable movements, powerful upper-body 
attacks, and a strong emphasis on bridging 
the gap to the opponent. - DeepSeek

2 local martial artists clinch 
2 silvers at TWC

Macau Wushu Team Sung Chi Kuan (second from right) and Chan Chi Ngou (third from left) pose with 
their team members at the Taolu World Cup at HaiKou city in Hainan Province. 

– Photo: Wushu General Association of Macau

Rui Pastorin 
The Macau Government Tourism Office 

(MGTO) announced in a statement on 
Monday that Macau has topped the “2025 Top 
10 Destinations for Chinese Outbound Tourist 
Satisfaction” by the China Tourism Academy, 
marking the second consecutive year that the 
city has achieved first in the list. 

The achievement reflects “high recognition 
and appreciation from mainland Chinese 
travellers regarding their travel experiences in 
Macau”, the statement said.

The top 10 rankings by the China 
Tourism Academy, a research institution 
under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
in Beijing, were as follows: Macau; New 
Zealand; Australia; Hong Kong; Argentina; 
Spain; Singapore; Italy; France; and the UK, 
according to the statement.

Macau was praised for its “leisure & enter-
tainment” and “attractions & accommodation”. 

The statement added that the overall satisfaction 
score “highly validates Macau’s tourism experi-
ences”, with the statement also highlighting the 
collective efforts from civil society. 

The statement said that MGTO Deputy 
Director Cheng Wai Tong recently attended 
the release event in Beijing and, during 
a roundtable session, noted that the core 
success behind Macau retaining its top spot 
lies in the establishment of a comprehensive 
service quality assurance system featuring 
“all-citizen participation, multidimensional 
response, and precision supervision.” 

The statement said that Macau welcomed 
over 29 million visitors from the Chinese 
mainland in 2025, with the statement pointing 
out that MGTO will “continue to collaborate 
with the industry to optimise tourism services 
and facilities, execute effective promotional 
campaigns, and deliver spectacular large-
scale events”.  

Macau tops list among 
destinations for ‘Chinese 

Outbound Tourist Satisfaction’

This undated handout photo provided by the Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) on Monday shows 
MGTO Deputy Director Cheng Wai Tong (centre) posing with the recent accolade in Beijing. MGTO did not 
identify the two individuals standing next to him.

Hengqin-accredited talents to get extra scores in Macau’s 
talent acquisition scheme: Sam

Continued from p.1
The Macau government’s “One Centre, 

One Platform, One Base” concept refers to 
Macau developing itself into a World Centre 
of Tourism and Leisure, a commercial and 
trade cooperation service platform between 
China and Portuguese-speaking countries, 
and an exchange and cooperation base with 
Chinese culture as its mainstream and 
co-existence of different cultures.

Sam underlined that Macau has entered 
a critical stage of advancing its appropriate 
economic diversification and deeply integrating 
itself into the nation’s development strategies. 
He underlined the local government’s 
commitment to supporting the development 
of local talents and attracting talents from 
outside Macau, by leveraging the advantages 
brought about by the implementation of the 
“One Country, Two Systems” principle, the 
ongoing development of its Macau-Hengqin 
International Education (University) Town 
project, and Macau’s existing state key 
laboratories and its various sci-tech research 
platforms with international links.

Concerning the Macau government’s 
ongoing campaign to acquire talents from 
outside Macau, Sam said that in order to 
consolidate the strategic positioning of the 
“Macau + Hengqin” integrated development, 
the Macau government is studying the 
feasibility of launching a new measure for the 

upcoming, fourth phase of its talent acquisition 
programme where applicants who have 
benefitted from Hengqin’s talent acquisition 
programme will be awarded extra scores.

Hengqin’s current talent acquisition 
programme was launched in April this year.

Sam also said that the future possible 
amendments to Macau’s current law on 
acquiring talents from outside the special 
administrative region will enable the local 
government to implement talent recruitment 
policies that are more “open, precise, and 
efficient”.

The current law on acquiring talents from 
outside Macau, which took effect in July 
2023, requires the government to review 
its provisions every four years for possible 
amendments.

Meanwhile, speaking to reporters after the 
meeting, Education and Youth Development 
Bureau (DSEDJ) Director Kong Chi Meng, 
who is also the committee’s secretary-
general, noted that the local government is 
required to complete its review of the talent 
acquisition law next year – four years after 
its implementation. Kong said that the local 

government set up a cross-departmental 
working group last month tasked with 
reviewing the law and coming up with 
possible amendments to the law.

Kong said that the possible amendments 
to the law aim to enhance the flexibility 
of Macau’s talent acquisition system and 
streamline administrative procedures for 
vetting applications made under its talent 
acquisition programme.

Government-proposed amendments to 
laws must be passed by the legislature to take 
legal effect. 

Members of the Talents Development Committee listen to Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (centre, back) delivering an opening speech during yesterday’s meeting of 
the government-appointed committee at Government Headquarters on Avenida da Praia Grande.                   – Photo: Tony Wong
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Review by Rui Pastorin 

The talents of Macau’s youth are being 
showcased across two ongoing, 
unrelated exhibitions in the city, with 
one presenting the winning works from 

a recent sculpture contest for secondary school 
students, while the other celebrates the 95th 
anniversary of Colégio Diocesano de São José 
5 (CDSJ5).

Each exhibition presents a showcase of talent 
and creativity, which visitors will still be able to 
view as each respective exhibition approaches 
their final run. While both may not be under 
the same organiser, they achieve something in 
the same vein: giving members of the public a 
glimpse of the talents behind the city’s capable 
youngsters.

Creativity through unique 
sculptures 

At the Pavilion of Exhibitions and Artistic 
Shows for Young People (青少年展藝館) in 
Praça do Tap Siac, a showcase of impressive 
works awaits visitors, whether that’s fellow 
students, curious passers-by and those with a 
love for art. 

There, one can find a total of 26 winning 
works by groups that joined the recently held 
“Macao Secondary School Student Sculpture Art 
Competition”, which marked its 22nd year. Each 
of the pieces were chosen from 132 artworks 
submitted by 319 students from 26 schools in 
Macau, as noted in an exhibition introduction 
at the free-admission venue by organiser the 
Macau Sculpture Association. 

The result sees eye-catching exhibits that 
present students’ creativity across various 
themes and materials, from utilising a dissected 
chocolate milk carton to creating a turtle-like 
creature using a circuit board to mixed media 
including drinking straws, paper and cotton, to 
name a few, to create something unique. 

“The dedication of these students, who 
poured their passion into art creation during 
their after-school hours, is truly commendable 
and fully demonstrates the high level of 
interest and love young people have for 
three-dimensional creation”, according to 

the statement, also highlighting the young 
participants’ “increasingly mature in their use of 
mediums and artistic expression”. 

The exhibition is in its final five days, being 
on showcase until Sunday. One may continue to 
view the variety of works on display from 12:00 
noon through 8:00 p.m. during the remainder of 
the period. 

Celebrating 95 years: Colégio 
Diocesano de São José 5 (CDSJ5)

Meanwhile, at the Centre of Educational 
Resources’ Zizhan Gallery opposite S. Francisco 
Garden, students as young as kindergarteners and 
up to senior high schoolers are presenting works 
in an exhibition celebrating Colégio Diocesano 
de São José 5’s (CDSJ5) 95th anniversary. 

Titled Exposição de Obras Arte do 95.o 
Aniversário do Colégio Diocesano de São José 
5. (“Exhibition of Works of Art from the 95th 
Anniversary of the Diocesan College of São 
José 5.”), the works displayed are varied in 
themes and methods. 

From paintings of different disciplines and 
fine liner drawings to pieces replicating food 
including dim sum, cakes and Macau delicacies, 
visitors will be treated to a raft of pieces in this 
colourful exhibition. Printmaking, 3D structures 
and classroom assignments are also among 
those showcased. The exhibition even starts 
before one sets foot in the gallery, with items 
also presented on window displays. 

A Facebook post by the school notes that 
over 100 works are featured in the exhibition. 

Moreover, a recent statement by the school 
displayed at the gallery points out that art 
was used as a medium to gather students’ 
meticulously crafted works, which were created 
through their unique perspectives to portray life 
reflection, campus memories and gratefulness. 

Exhibitiongoers may view the works until 
Saturday, with the gallery being open from 
10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. from today through 
Friday. On Saturday, it will be open between 
9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m., as 
well as 2:00 p.m. and 
5:40 p.m.

Students from Colégio Diocesano de São José 5’s (CDSJ5) 
display their works at Centre of Educational Resources’ 
Zizhan Gallery  opposite S. Francisco Garden.

Local youngsters shine at Local youngsters shine at 
two Macau exhibitions two Macau exhibitions 
Local youngsters shine at Local youngsters shine at 
two Macau exhibitions two Macau exhibitions 

Exhibits are showcased at 
the Pavilion of Exhibitions 
and Artistic Shows for Young 
People in Praça do Tap Siac. 
– Photos: Rui Pastorin
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BEIJING – The contemporary 
value of the legacy left by the 
American journalist Edgar Snow 
was highlighted in a think tank report 
released yesterday, which called for 
more Snow-like figures to present a 
comprehensive, multi-dimensional, 
and truthful picture of the world 
from an objective standpoint and 
with cool-headed observation.

Titled “Legacy of Edgar Snow: 
Contemporary Value and Inspiration 
to the World,” the report was issued 
by the National High-Level Think 
Tank of Xinhua News Agency at 
an international symposium held in 
Beijing.

It was jointly written by the Xinhua 
Institute – a think tank affiliated with 
the news agency – and the School 
of Journalism and Communication, 
Peking University (PKU).

This year marks the 90th 
anniversary of the victory of the 
Long March by the Red Army under 
the leadership of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), and also 
the 90th anniversary of Snow’s first 
visit to the CPC’s Shaanxi-Gansu-
Ningxia revolutionary base, which 
inspired his renowned work “Red 
Star Over China.”

Ninety years ago, 31-year-old 
Snow broke through blockades 
and ventured deep into China’s 
impoverished northwest to 
interview the Red Army, producing 
the world-shaking work. After the 
founding of the People’s Republic 
of China, he made three reporting 
trips to the country, opening a new 
window on “Red China” to the 
international community.

Snow consistently approached 
the Chinese people in a spirit of 
equality, empathy and friendliness, 
making him a true practitioner of 
inter-civilizational dialogue on an 
equal footing, the report said.

According to the report, 
in writing “Red Star Over 
China,” Snow did not have the 
condescending and self-important 
approach toward China that was 
common among many Westerners 
of his time. Instead, he met 
everyone he interviewed and 
worked with on equal terms and 

in mutual assistance, regardless 
of background or nationality. This 
enabled him not only to gain access 
to more authentic information but 
also to win broad trust and respect.

The report said Snow’s legacy is 
still relevant today for bridging the 
civilizational divide to understand 
the real China.

Only by approaching China 
with an objective eye, walking its 
ground, listening to its people, and 
seeing it for oneself as Snow did, 
can one move beyond prejudice and 
stereotypes, understand the historical 
inevitability and practical rationality 
of China’s pursuit of the Chinese 
path, and view China’s development 
achievements, opportunities and 
challenges fairly, it said.

The report said the legacy still 
inspires the world to build bridges 
of friendship, promote exchanges 
and mutual learning and address 
global challenges with joint efforts.

It called for more “new Snows” 
to uphold an attitude of openness, 
inclusiveness, exchange and mutual 
learning, continue writing new 
chapters of friendship between 
China and the rest of the world, 
illuminate the way forward for the 

peace and development of humanity, 
and rally the people of all countries 
around a new vision of building a 
better world.

Co-organized by Xinhua News 
Agency and PKU, the symposium is 
scheduled for yesterday and today at 
PKU. More than 160 guests attended 
the event, including Snow’s family 
members, representatives of the 
Edgar Snow Memorial Foundation 
in the United States, and Chinese 
and foreign scholars on Snow 
studies.

As early as the 1930s, Xinhua 
worked side by side with Snow, 
sending out the “voice of resistance 
against Japanese aggression” from 
northern Shaanxi to the world, Fu 
Hua, president of the news agency, 
said at the symposium.

On the new journey, Xinhua will 
better tell the stories about the CPC’s 
governance of China, the stories of 
China in the new era, and the stories of 
the international community jointly 
building a community with a shared 
future for humanity in a true, multi-
dimensional and comprehensive 
way, and will continue to strengthen 
the bonds of friendship left by Snow, 
Fu said.                 – Xinhua

Think tank report highlights legacy 
of US journalist Edgar Snow

BEIJING – The National 
Financial Regulatory Administra-
tion and the Shanghai municipal 
government have jointly rolled out 
a series of measures to develop 
Shanghai into a global reinsurance 
hub, the two authorities said 
yesterday.

Specifically, the measures 
aim to facilitate smooth flows 
and efficient allocation of various 
factors in the Lingang new area of 
the China (Shanghai) Pilot Free 
Trade Zone, while encouraging 
major companies to centralize 
the management of their risk 
protection needs within the area.

Domestic insurers will be en-
couraged to register reinsurance 
contracts, claims and related 

information at the Shanghai Inter-
national Reinsurance Registration 
& Exchange, the authorities said, 
adding that reinsurance institu-
tions will be supported in raising 
capital, expanding shareholding 
and issuing capital-supplementary 
instruments.

Additionally, efforts will be 
made to leverage the Lingang new 
area’s strengths in cross-border 
cooperation to attract insurance 
institutions to explore new growth 
opportunities, the authorities said.

They added that the measures 
are part of broader efforts to build 
Shanghai into an international 
financial center, a key task set out 
in the outline of China’s 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-2030).    – Xinhua

Regulator unveils measures 
to build Shanghai into 
global reinsurance hub

Khalel Vallo 
According to a statement by 

the Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
on Sunday, the government plans 
to set up, in collaboration with the 
Macau Federation of Trade Unions 
(FAOM) (commonly known as 
Gung Luen in Cantonese), a support 
centre for carers in the peninsula’s 
northern district, as a new pilot site 
for support services for carers.

The announcement follows 
last Tuesday’s domestic incident 
of attempted suicide by an elderly 
resident instigated by his son, the 
statement said. The bureau said it 
immediately activated its follow-
up mechanism, arranging for social 
workers to contact the affected 
family and provide counselling and 
support services, while working 

with relevant social service 
organisations to assess the family’s 
needs. 

In order to strengthen support 
for senior citizens and carers, the 
bureau met with four social service 
organisations and their home care 
service teams on Friday to review 
existing support mechanisms, the 
statement said, noting that the 
discussions focused on improving 
carer support services, enhancing 
the identification of high-risk 
cases and strengthening proactive 
intervention to provide earlier and 
more targeted assistance. 

According to the statement, the 
new centre will provide caregiving 
skills training, emotional support, 
case follow-up and a range of 
other support services tailored for 

Macau’s ageing population. The 
authorities aim to bring the centre 
into operation later this year and 
gradually expand the model to 
other districts based on the pilot 
programme’s experience, the 
statement noted. 

The government also plans to 
establish an additional elderly com-
munity service team dedicated to 
supporting senior citizens living 
alone, with the aim of improving 
outreach and identifying elderly res-
idents, carers and households com-
prising two senior citizens requiring 
assistance, the statement said. 

Meanwhile, the Health Bureau 
(SSM) said it has also reviewed 
its ICOPE (Integrated Care for 
Older People) assessment data 
following last Tuesday’s incident to 

identify elderly residents showing 
symptoms of depression, those with 
psychiatric consultation records 
or those previously assessed as 
being at risk of suicide. The Health 
Bureau will strengthen cooperation 
with social service teams to provide 
appropriate support for those 
individuals and their families. 

The government urged residents 
to pay attention to the mental well-
being of relatives, neighbours and 
carers who may be experiencing 
emotional distress, persistent stress 
or thoughts of self-harm, and 
encouraged those in need to seek 
professional help as early as possible, 
the statement noted, adding that the 
authorities will continue adopting 
an interdepartmental approach to 
strengthen support services for 

elderly residents and carers while 
enhancing the identification and 
follow-up of high-risk cases. 

Govt plans northern district support centre for carers

This image downloaded from the Social 

Welfare Bureau (IAS) yesterday shows 

its logo. 

Commentary
BEIJING – The United States 

has long treated international rules 
as optional rather than binding 
– honored when useful, but 
discarded when inconvenient. A 
recent attempt by President Donald 
Trump to influence an international 
sporting event perfectly illustrates 
this double standard.

The incident itself matters 
less than the underlying rationale. 
Rules gain legitimacy through 
consistency and impartiality, 
not through the influence of 
those seeking exceptions. Once 
decisions are shaped by political 
pressure rather than established 
procedures, trust in the entire 
system begins to erode.

This pattern extends far 
beyond the playing field. The 
United States has long touted 
itself as the guardian of a “rules-
based international order,” but its 
track record reveals a stark double 
standard. It vigorously enforces 
rules that serve its interests, while 
demanding exemptions, rewriting 

terms, or simply bypassing the 
system when the same rules 
become a liability.

By paralyzing the World Trade 
Organization’s dispute settlement 
mechanism while accusing 
others of trade violations – and 
by imposing unilateral tariffs 
and extraterritorial sanctions 
outside multilateral frameworks 
– Washington has repeatedly 
signaled that rules are applied 
selectively rather than universally.

The world order cannot endure 
if powerful countries reserve the 
right to bend or ignore the rules 
at will. The credibility of any 
system rests not on the influence 
of its strongest members, but on 
the impartial application of its 
principles to all.

Regulations retain meaning 
only through equitable enforce-
ment. When exemptions become 
the entitlement of hegemonic 
actors, the framework ceases to 
function as a rules-based order, 
reverting instead to a system dic-
tated by raw power.          – Xinhua

Rules cannot bend to 
hegemonic power

Sidne Gail Ward, president of the Edgar Snow Memorial Foundation, speaks at 

the opening ceremony of an international symposium at Peking University (PKU) 

in Beijing yesterday. Co-organized by Xinhua News Agency and PKU, the two-day 

symposium at PKU concludes today. More than 160 guests attended the event, 

including Edgar Snow’s family members, representatives of the Edgar Snow 

Memorial Foundation in the United States, and Chinese and foreign scholars on 

Snow studies.               – Xinhua 
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Commentary
BEIJING – By obstructing mainland 

tourism operators’ preparatory visits, 
Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) once again hindered the long-
anticipated resumption of cross-Strait 
tourism, deliberately blocked people-to-
people exchanges, and sacrificed Taiwan’s 
tourism sector for its political agenda.

Chinese mainland residents are unable 
to travel to the Taiwan island either as 
individual tourists or in groups because 
the DPP authorities have unilaterally 
imposed a comprehensive ban since early 
2020, in disregard of relevant cross-Strait 
agreements.

The mainland is promoting the 
resumption of individual tours for residents 
of Shanghai Municipality and Fujian 
Province to Taiwan, as part of a package of 
10 policies and measures announced in April 
for boosting exchanges and cooperation 
with Taiwan. Tourism operators in Shanghai 
and Fujian have since planned to visit the 
island to reconnect with their counterparts.

However, instead of facilitating such 
a normal industry exchange, the DPP 
authorities chose to reject the application, 
turning a routine professional exchange into 
a political matter.

Preparatory visits are a purely business 
practice in the tourism industry. Conducted 
by tourism operators to make arrangements 
for matters such as accommodation, tour 
attractions and reception, they are an 
essential step toward restoring regular 
tourism cooperation and carry no political 
implications whatsoever.

The mainland’s efforts to facilitate travel 
to Taiwan represent a goodwill gesture that 
is in line with the expectations of people on 
both sides of the Taiwan Strait and helps 
ease the challenges faced by Taiwan’s 
tourism industry.

In contrast, the DPP’s actions reveal its 
broader attempt to disrupt closer interactions 

between people on both sides of the Strait, 
sever ties between people across the Strait, 
and create space for the pursuit of the 
“Taiwan independence” separatist agenda.

Taiwan’s tourism industry has remained 
sluggish in recent years. Scenic spots have 
seen dwindling visitor numbers, guesthouses 
have struggled with low occupancy rates, 
and tour guides as well as small and medium-
sized tourism operators have experienced 
sharp income declines.

The rejection has left many industry 
practitioners disappointed, while further 
undermining confidence in both the 
near-term recovery of Taiwan’s tourism 
industry and its long-term development 
prospects.

Tourism is not the only sector to bear 
the consequences of such politicization. 
Shortly before this, the DPP authorities also 
misrepresented the mainland’s goodwill 
measures to support cross-Strait agricultural 
cooperation and turned Taiwan’s agricultural 
products, including atemoya, into a political 
issue, triggering strong opposition from 
farmers on the island.

The mainland has made it clear that it 
opposes using institutional mechanisms as a 
pretext to obstruct normal exchanges across 
the Strait.

Cross-Strait tourism exchanges should 
not be turned into a tool of political 
confrontation. The DPP authorities’ 
continued politicization of issues related to 
people’s livelihoods has not only harmed 
the interests of people in Taiwan, but also 
undermined the prospects for peaceful 
development across the Strait, running 
counter to the shared aspirations of people 
on both sides.

By defying public will, the DPP 
authorities’ political scheming only lays 
bare their incompetence in safeguarding 
people’s livelihoods, erodes their credibility, 
and underscores their profound governance 
failure.                 – Xinhua

DPP’s continued blocking 
of cross-Strait tourism 

squanders mainland goodwill, 
hurts Taiwan’s interests

Analysis
GUANGZHOU – In a production hall 

in Huizhou, Guangdong Province, rows of 
television sets move along an automated 
assembly line. At one workstation, a robotic 
system precisely connects signal and interface 
ports on each unit, a task that once relied on 
manual operation.

Powered by 3D vision and artificial 
intelligence (AI), the system has helped TCL, 
one of China’s leading consumer electronics 
makers, achieve a product pass rate of 99.8 
percent since it was introduced last year, 
according to Lei Dengsi, a senior engineer 
with TCL Industry.

The scene reflects a broader transformation 
taking place across China’s manufacturing 
sector. The world’s largest manufacturing 
base is moving beyond traditional advantages 
of scale and labor, using computing power, 
data and AI to build smarter and more flexible 
factories.

At TCL, this shift has progressed from 
automation to digitalization and now to 
intelligent manufacturing.

“In the past, production management 
relied heavily on workers’ experience and 
fragmented systems, which made it difficult 
to respond quickly to problems,” said Chen 
Zhanyuan, deputy general manager of TCL 
Industry’s smart display business unit.

With intelligent manufacturing systems, 
factories are becoming more connected, data-
driven and flexible, Chen said.

China has been the world’s largest 
manufacturing country for 16 consecutive years. 
With traditional manufacturing still making up 
much of its industrial base, the transition toward 
smart manufacturing has become a key step in 
the country’s industrial upgrading.

China’s 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-2030), 
the nation’s core blueprint for economic 
and social development, places intelligent 
transformation, digitalization and network 
connectivity among the key priorities for 
manufacturing, encouraging wider adoption 
of smart manufacturing and industrial internet 
technologies.

Across Guangdong, a premier 
manufacturing hub, companies are already 
putting these technologies to use.

At Dongguan Moldbao Smart Technology 
Co., robots move through a digital workshop 
where electrodes of different shapes and sizes 
are stored in automated racks and delivered 
precisely for molding.

“Molds are the foundation of industry,” 
said Wang Sheng, the company’s vice 
president. “As consumer products become 
more diverse and are updated faster, 
manufacturers need higher precision, 
stability and flexibility.”

Smart factories, he said, allow 
manufacturers to respond to these challenges 
by using data and AI to improve production.

Behind these factories is a growing 
foundation of computing power. Industrial 
internet systems collect massive amounts of 
real-time data, while computing resources 
turn that information into decisions, from 
optimizing production processes to improving 
AI-based quality inspections.

China’s computing power has grown 
to rank among the world’s largest, with 
AI computing becoming an increasingly 
important force behind this growth. Advances 
in computing power have reduced costs and 
made it easier for factories to deploy AI 
algorithms.

“As algorithms become more closely 
integrated with real industrial processes, and 
as automation expands across production 
lines, they can continue to improve by 

learning from vast amounts of real-world 
production data,” Wang said. “This will 
enhance their accuracy, stability and ability to 
adapt to different industrial scenarios.”

The rise of intelligent manufacturing 
is also creating new opportunities for 
companies that produce the technologies 
behind computing.

Guangzhou-based CanSemi Technology, 
a manufacturer of advanced chips, sees 
industrial intelligence as a growing market 
opportunity. At the same time, the company’s 
own production processes generate large 
amounts of data that can be used to further 
improve factory intelligence.

Guangdong Fenghua Advanced 
Technology Holding Co., Ltd., which 
produces electronic components including 
high-end multilayer ceramic capacitors used 
in computing servers, has introduced AI-
assisted research systems and high-throughput 
laboratories to accelerate innovation.

“The next step is to connect data across the 
entire value chain, from demand and research 
to production and delivery,” said Cao Xiuhua, 
the company’s vice president.

AI is also modernizing traditional crafts.
At Haday’s soy sauce factory in Foshan, 

Guangdong, an ancient Chinese soy sauce-
making tradition has been given a digital 
upgrade. An AI vision system can identify 
more than 13,000 soybeans per second, 
while an intelligent filling system ensures 
highly precise packaging. Another AI-based 
technology can distinguish more than 170 
aroma profiles.

International financial technical analyst 
Daryl Guppy said that the changing nature of 
work is beginning with “a quiet revolution on 
the factory floor,” as Chinese factories upgrade 
at remarkable speed. He described China as 
becoming the “Smart Factory of the Future” 
amid a broad industrial transformation.

The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area, one of China’s major 
computing hubs, is becoming a testing ground 
for integrating computing resources with 
manufacturing.

In Jiangmen, Guangdong, a local 
industrial technology institute and Sun Yat-
sen University have partnered to establish a 
branch of the National Supercomputer Center, 
bringing supercomputing resources directly 
to manufacturers. The platform provides 
computing power to help local industries 
advance engineering innovation, develop new 
products and digitally upgrade production 
lines.

“We encourage and support the expansion 
of computing resources to small and medium-
sized manufacturers,” said Dong Yinghu, 
deputy director of Jiangmen’s science 
and technology bureau. Public cloud and 
intelligent computing platforms can help 
reduce adoption costs, Dong said.

Foshan-based Yizumi, a maker of 
advanced molding equipment, began its 
digital transformation in 2018. Its intelligent 
injection molding machines and large-scale 
die-casting machines are used by electric 
vehicle manufacturers to produce components 
such as motors, batteries and dashboards.

Last year, the company introduced its 
first AI-enabled die-casting machine, which 
can automatically adjust process parameters 
based on detected defects.

“When we began building smart factories, 
we did not anticipate that computing power 
would advance so rapidly,” said Zhou Jun, 
the company’s chief technology officer. “We 
will now adjust our technology roadmap to 
make better use of the opportunities created 
by computing power.”   – Xinhua

Inside China’s factories, computing 
power is reshaping manufacturing

Customers select imported goods at Jinyi Comprehensive Bonded Zone in Jindong District of Jinhua 
City, Zhejiang Province, yesterday. Jindong has rolled out a series of pro-consumption measures 
in recent years, covering promotional events, the creation of new consumption scenarios, and the 
integrated development of cultural, tourism, commercial, and sports resources.    – Xinhua
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BEIJING – The death toll 
from devastating storms in parts 
of the Chinese mainland rose to 
17 yesterday, with hundreds more 
injured and tens of thousands 
evacuated, state media reported, 
as President Xi Jinping urged “all 
out” rescue efforts.

Dramatic video shared by 
state broadcaster CCTV showed 
a torrent of muddy water rushing 
past the crumbled concrete walls 
of a reservoir dam that had burst in 
the southern autonomous region of 
Guangxi Zhuang, the worst-hit area.

Rescue workers wearing life 
vests searched for missing people 
in inflatable boats, state media 
footage showed, while authorities 
erected emergency shelters to 
house those displaced.

Intense rain and severe flooding 
from Typhoon Maysak killed at 
least six people in Guangxi, where 
authorities raised the flood control 
emergency response to its highest 
level in the regional capital, Nanning.

At least 130,000 people were 
evacuated but 11 were reported 
missing, regional officials told a 
news conference, adding that the 
rain has damaged about 56 km2 of 
agricultural land.

CCTV said 40 rivers and 
waterways in Guangxi were 
overflowing.

Videos of villagers knee-deep 
in floodwater frantically trying 
to catch snakes swimming in a 
flooded Guangxi town went viral 
on social media, with a related 
hashtag racking up more than 180 
million views.

Around 800 to 900 snakes 
escaped on Monday morning after 
a breeding farm was washed away, 
Wu Zhi, the head of a local village 
committee, told state-owned media 
Red Star News.

‘Intense winds’
Thunderstorms and gale-force 

winds killed another 11 people and 
injured 331 in the central province 
of Hubei, and tornadoes were 
reported elsewhere late on Monday, 
state news agency Xinhua said.

One person was reported missing 
in Hubei, Xinhua said, adding that 
4,800 houses were damaged and 22 
more had collapsed.

A man surnamed Wang told 
local media that his brother-
in-law, surnamed Zhang, had 
been “sucked out” of his home 
in Hubei’s Huanggang city by 
the strong winds, and was found 
unconscious outside his apartment 
complex, breathing only faintly.

“Wall cabinets, sofas, coffee 
tables, dining tables and chairs 
vanished in an instant. It was as 
if the entire building had been 
hollowed out,” Wang told the 
Xiaoxiang Morning Herald.

Xi said yesterday that rescuers 
should “go all out” in organising 
emergency operations, CCTV 
reported.

Natural disasters are common 
across the nation, particularly in 
the summer when some regions 
experience intense rainfall while 
others bake in scorching heat.

Parts of Guangxi’s coastal 
and eastern regions, as well as 
southwestern Guangdong, will 
continue to be hit by heavy rain 
today, Minister of Water Resources 
Li Guoying said yesterday.

“Due to the impact of persistent 
heavy rainfall and the prolonged 
passage of floodwaters at high 

levels, the safety of reservoirs and 
embankments in the affected areas 
faces a severe test,” Li said.

Landslide
Separately, a landslide in the 

northwestern Gansu Province 
killed at least five people yesterday, 
Xinhua said.

State broadcaster CCTV reported 
that rescue teams had located 31 
people trapped by the landslide in a 
village near Gansu’s Longnan city, 
including an unspecified number of 
dead victims. Two people were still 
reported missing.

Authorities have set aside 30 
million yuan in reconstruction 
funds following the landslide.

Scientists believe the intensity 
and frequency of global extreme 
weather events will increase as the 
planet continues to heat up because 
of fossil fuel emissions.

China is the world’s biggest 
emitter of greenhouse gases, but it 
is also a global renewable energy 
powerhouse that aims to make its 
massive economy carbon-neutral 
by 2060.

At least 22 people were 
killed in the country in May after 
heavy rains lashed its central and 
southern regions, with some places 
“hit by record-breaking rainfall”, 
state media reported.  – AFP, MPD

Paramilitary police evacuate flood-affected residents in Nanning, capital of the 
southern Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, on Monday. CNS/AFP 

Death toll from storms rises to 
17, hundreds injured

BEIJING – The Central 
People’s Government has allocated 
more than 36,000 additional 
disaster relief items to the southern 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, the Ministry of Emergency 
Management said yesterday.

The items, including woven 
bags and rubber boats, were jointly 
allocated by the office of the State 
Flood Control and Drought Relief 
Headquarters and the National 
Food and Strategic Reserves 
Administration.

Through an emergency supply 
mechanism involving government 
agencies and social organizations, 
about 40,000 additional items, 

including emergency food, lighting 
equipment, raincoats, rain boots 
and moisture-proof mats, have 
also been sent to Guangxi, while 
160,000 central disaster relief 
items allocated earlier have arrived 
in disaster-hit areas.

The State Flood Control and 
Drought Relief Headquarters 
maintained a Level-II flood-
control emergency response for 
Guangxi, the national commission 
for disaster prevention, reduction 
and relief maintained a Level-IV 
national disaster relief emergency 
response, and the Ministry 
of Emergency Management 
maintained a Level-III national 

geological disaster emergency 
response for the region.

China has a four-tier emergency 
response system, with level I being 
the most severe.

Six people are dead and 11 
others missing as of yesterday 
evening after torrential rains 
triggered flooding in Guangxi, 
local authorities reported.

The torrential rains caused by 
Typhoon Maysak have affected 
375,000 people across Guangxi 
and a total of 130,000 people have 
been evacuated from the affected 
areas, according to officials at a 
media conference.

– Xinhua, MPD

BEIJING/TAIPEI – China 
marked the 89th anniversary of the start 
of whole-nation resistance against 
Japanese aggression yesterday, with 
bells rung for peace and warnings 
sounded against Japan’s gravitation 
toward neo-militarism.

While Japan’s aggression against 
China began as early as 1931, the July 
7th Incident in 1937, in which Japanese 
troops attacked the Chinese garrison 
on the outskirts of Beijing, marked the 
escalation of Japan’s aggression into 
a full-scale invasion and the start of 
China’s nationwide resistance.

As commemorative events 
took place across the nation, 
Chinese officials and scholars have 
underscored the contemporary 
significance of the national 
commemoration, particularly amid a 
string of recent provocative moves by 
Japan. These moves include easing 
export restrictions on lethal weapons, 
and openly hinting at military 
intervention should a “contingency” 
involving Taiwan arise – a region that 
Japan colonized for half a century.

In Beijing, a ceremony was 
held at the Museum of the War of 
the Chinese People’s Resistance 
Against Japanese Aggression 
near the Lugou Bridge, where the 
incident took place 89 years ago.

Yin Li, a member of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Committee 
and secretary of the CPC Beijing 
Municipal Committee, presided over 
the ceremony. Attendees offered 
flowers and bowed to pay tribute to 
those who had sacrificed their lives 
in fighting Japanese aggression.

Throughout the country, students 
flocked into museums to learn about 
that historical episode and members 
of the public laid flowers at 
memorial halls. In Nanjing, a peace 
bell was tolled at the Memorial Hall 
of the Victims in Nanjing Massacre 
by Japanese Invaders.

In Taiwan, a series of 
commemorative gatherings was held 
yesterday. In one event, initiated by 
several political parties and civic 
groups in Taoyuan, organizers said 
the shared history of resistance 
against Japanese aggression 
constitutes not only a collective 
memory of the Chinese nation, but 
also an important chapter in Taiwan’s 
history against Japanese colonization 
and an important foundation for 
cross-Strait peace and mutual trust.

They urged Taiwan society to 
safeguard historical truth and fully 
present the history of the Taiwan 
people’s resistance to colonialism and 
foreign aggression, while opposing 
attempts to glorify colonial rule or 
distort history for political purposes.

For the Chinese people, the July 
7th Incident remains as unforgettable 
an episode of World War II as Nazi 
Germany’s Blitzkrieg invasion of 
Poland and Japan’s surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor are for Westerners.

The 14-year war against Japanese 
aggression was the longest and largest 
fight against foreign aggression for 
the Chinese people in modern times. 

It came with great sacrifices – 35 
million casualties among the Chinese 
military and civilian population – 
before Japan surrendered in 1945.

The many atrocities Japanese 
militants conducted in China, 
including the Nanjing massacre, 
large-scale human experimentation 
and germ warfare, also left a deep scar 
in the memory of Chinese people.

Chemical weapons deployed by 
Japanese troops caused more than 
200,000 casualties among Chinese 
soldiers and civilians. After its defeat, 
Japan abandoned vast quantities of 
chemical weapons on Chinese soil, 
which have since caused poisoning 
and injuries to over 2,000 people, 
according to China’s Ministry of 
National Defense.

MUST REMEMBER
This year’s commemoration took 

place amid the backdrop of concerns 
in China about Japan’s pursuit of re-
militarization, particularly following 
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi’s provocative remarks on 
Taiwan in November last year.

At a news briefing last month, 
foreign ministry spokesperson Guo 
Jiakun called on the international 
community to stay on high alert against 
the rise of Japan’s neo-militarism and 
take resolute moves to curb it.

He noted that Japan has been 
pursuing re-militarization at full 
throttle, including developing 
powerful intermediate and long-range 
offensive weapons, easing restrictions 
on export of lethal weapons, 
expanding the scope of activities of 
its Self-Defense Forces and building 
a combat-ready operational system.

By these actions, Japan is trying 
to break free from the constraints 
of its Constitution, international 
law, and its “exclusively defense-
oriented” principle, Guo said, 
adding that Japan is challenging the 
postwar international order.

Shi Guifang, a historian at 
Capital Normal University in 
Beijing, has drawn parallels 
between Japan’s recent provocative 
moves and its wartime frenzy on the 
eve of the invasion of China.

Both scenarios displayed a similar 
pattern, she said, in that when the 
Japanese government finds itself unable 
to resolve serious internal problems, it 
turns to stoking extremist sentiments at 
home to divert public attention.

“Meanwhile, the Japanese 
government has consistently fallen 
short in its postwar reflection and 
proper acknowledgment of history,” Shi 
said. “This, in effect, has created fertile 
ground for political opportunism.”

Against this backdrop, China, as 
a major victim of Japan’s militarism, 
must remember history to prevent a 
repeat of tragedy and defend hard-
won peace, experts warn.

“The commemoration is about 
telling the world and people today 
that the peace and prosperity we now 
enjoy are built upon the defeat of 
fascism. And neo-militarism poses 
a threat to, and could undermine, all 
of that,” Shi said.               – Xinhua

Central govt sends more disaster relief 
supplies to Guangxi

Nation marks 89th 
anniversary of resistance war 
against Japanese aggression



PHILIPPINES / ASIA
WEDNESDAY July 8, 2026The Macau Post Daily8 Your trusted source for real news 

BANGKOK – Thailand’s cabinet 
approved yesterday the opening of a new 
permanent Sadao checkpoint bordering 
Malaysia, effective from Saturday, as part of 
efforts to boost logistics, trade, investment, 
and tourism between the two countries.

The new land crossing, located between 
boundary markers 23/9 and 23/10, replaces 
the existing one at markers 22-23 and will 
operate from 05:00 to 23:00 daily, the Thai 
government said in a statement.

Government spokesperson Ratchada 
Thanadirek said agencies have been ordered 
to fast-track construction of connecting roads 
and resolve traffic bottlenecks on the Thai 
side of the checkpoint, alongside arranging 
shuttle services, with the southern Songkhla 
province monitoring progress.

Ratchada noted that related agencies have 
also been instructed to publicize information to 
build understanding among the private sector, 
business operators, and local residents regarding 
traffic routes, customs procedures, and 
immigration channels, as well as government 
measures to facilitate trade and tourism.

The cabinet also approved a draft joint 
statement for Thai Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul’s official visit to Malaysia 
tomorrow and Friday, at the invitation of his 
Malaysian counterpart Anwar Ibrahim.

The draft statement aims to set the 
direction for cooperation in key areas, 
covering border development, connectivity, 
security cooperation against transnational 
crime, and economic partnership, particularly 
on food and energy security.  – Xinhua

YANGON – The builder of a Myanmar 
condominium which collapsed killing 
more than 200 people during a devastating 
earthquake last year has been sentenced 
to five years in prison, local media and a 
person familiar with the case said.

The 7.7-magnitude quake killed at least 
2,700 people in total in March last year, dealing 
a heavy blow to a country reeling from civil war 
since the military seized power in a 2021 coup.

Portions of the Sky Villa condo in 
Mandalay city – the deadliest single site – 
pancaked, killing 206 people, according to 
managers of the upmarket mid-rise.

The last of the bodies were recovered 
from the site in September.

Naing Tun Lin, owner of the construction 
firm that built Sky Villa, was sentenced to 

five years in prison with hard labour on June 
23 for causing death by negligence, Eleven 
Media reported Monday, quoting a court 
information officer.

A person with knowledge of the case 
who requested anonymity due to security 
concerns confirmed the sentence.

Requests for comment from AFP to 
government spokespeople, the court in 
Mandalay region and Naing Tun Lin’s 
company, NTL Construction, went 
unanswered as of yesterday morning.

Naing Tun Lin was charged in February 
but initially granted bail, Eleven Media 
reported on Monday.

His bail was withdrawn and he was 
arrested the following month, the outlet said.

– AFP

SEOUL – South Korea began enforcing 
yesterday a revised law targeting false 
information posted online, toughening 
penalties for repeat offenders despite concerns 
over the impact on free speech.

The law, which requires major platforms 
to set up new response systems, comes as 
concern grows in the country over digital 
misinformation, including high-profile cases 
involving celebrities.

But opposition politicians, civic groups 
and media experts warn it could chill free 
speech and open the door to government-
influenced censorship.

The Asian tech powerhouse previously 
relied on general defamation laws and civil 
damage claims to address false information –

without a clear legal framework targeting so-
called fake news.

With the revision to the information and 
communications network act it joins many 
countries trying to tackle the flood of falsehoods 
online that can have serious real-life consequences.

Now users who intentionally spread 
illegal false or manipulated information 
could be ordered to pay up to five times the 
actual cost of damages.

And repeat offenders whose content has 
been ruled illegal by courts face fines of up to 
one billion won (US$655,000).

Platforms including South Korea’s Naver 
and Kakao and US giants Google and Meta 
must introduce systems for users to report 
alleged false or manipulated information, and 

publish transparency reports every six months 
detailing complaints and actions taken.

South Korea saw a surge in online 
misinformation following the botched 2024 
martial law attempt, including unsubstantiated 
allegations of Chinese interference in the 
electoral system.

Separately, in a recent high-profile case, a 
right-wing YouTuber was indicted for using 
AI-generated audio to falsely claim that actor 
Kim Soo-hyun had dated a late actress while 
she was a minor.

The allegations snowballed into a major 
scandal – forcing Kim to suspend public 
appearances while a major project was 
indefinitely postponed.

Critics of the revised law warn that the lack 

of a clear legal definition for false or manipulated 
information could create uncertainty and invite 
overly broad legal enforcement at first.

The main opposition People Power Party 
(PPP) has repeatedly criticised the revision, 
arguing that platforms will censor content to 
avoid clashing with the government, while 
users will self-censor.

“We will see a world where platform 
companies excessively remove information, 
investigative journalism is stifled, and citizens 
find it difficult to even speak their minds,” PPP 
spokesperson, Cho Yong-sool said in a statement.

The Journalists Association of Korea 
also called for safeguards to ensure public-
interest reporting and news-gathering are not 
suppressed.         – AFP

HANOI – Vietnamese police said 
yesterday they had arrested 85 people linked 
to two “exceptionally large-scale” betting 
rings worth a combined US$133 million, 
as the government cracks down on illegal 
gambling during the World Cup.

Online gambling is banned in the communist 
country, but lucrative illegal operations abound 
prompting periodic clampdowns especially 
during international sporting events.

The raids in late June targeted two 
rings with an “exceptionally large scale of 
operation” and a “high level of hierarchy 
and tight control”, police in Ho Chi Minh 
City said in a statement.

Since October, the rings had logged 
an estimated US$133 million in illegal 
transactions, the statement said.

Leaders of the rings confessed to receiving 
“master-level betting accounts from individuals 
in Cambodia... subdividing these accounts 
into numerous agent and member accounts to 
distribute to gamblers” online, it added.

Vietnam’s public security ministry said 
last week police had dismantled 73 gambling 
operations across the country, arresting 346 
suspects involved in illegal gambling and 
football betting during the first 20 days of 
the World Cup.

“Transaction money in these cases totalled 
thousands of billions of dong (hundreds of 
millions of dollars)”, said colonel Bui Tuan 
Anh of the public security ministry.

Canada, Mexico and the United States are 
hosting World Cup matches this year, with 
the final match slated for July 19.          – AFP

TOKYO – Typhoon Bavi, a very large 
and violent tropical cyclone, could approach 
Japan’s southern island prefecture of Okinawa 
with strong intensity later this week, the 
country’s weather agency said yesterday.

According to the Japan Meteorological 
Agency (JMA), as of 3 a.m. local time yesterday, 
the season’s ninth typhoon was moving westward 
near the Mariana Islands in the Pacific at a speed 
of 30 kilometers per hour (kph), packing gusts of 
up to 270 kph, and had an atmospheric pressure 
of 920 hectopascals* at its center.

The typhoon is expected to change course 
toward the north and may approach Okinawa 
with very strong intensity around Friday and 
Saturday. The JMA urged the public to stay 
updated with the latest forecasts and weather 
warnings.

As Bavi draws closer, seas around Okinawa 

Prefecture and the Amami region of Kagoshima 
Prefecture are expected to turn very rough 
from around tomorrow, and Okinawa may see 
severe weather and warning-level torrential 
rainfall from around Friday. Depending on the 
typhoon’s track, rough seas could also develop 
off the southern part of Japan’s southwestern 
main island of Kyushu.

*A hectopascal (hPa) is the international 
standard unit of atmospheric pressure, exactly 
equal to one millibar (mb) or 100 Pascals 
(Pa). The prefix “hecto-” means one hundred. 
Standard atmospheric pressure at sea level is 
approximately 1,013 hPa. When forecasters 
talk about weather systems:

High pressure systems (associated with 
fair weather) typically exceed 1,020 hPa.Low 
pressure systems (associated with storms and 
rain) drop below 1,000 hPa. - Gemini

Malaysian NGOs display placards during the “No Rare Earth for Genocide” protest in Kuala Lumpur on Monday.
The coalition urged the government to halt rare earth exports linked to military supply chains and 
strengthen transparency and environmental safeguards.                    – AFP

S Korean law targeting false online information takes e!ect

Vietnamese police bust US$133 million 
World Cup betting rings

Builder of Myanmar condo destroyed 
in quake jailed for 5 years

Thailand to open new border crossing with 
Malaysia to boost trade, tourism

Strong, violent typhoon may approach 
Okinawa around weekend

Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte arrives before the start of the impeachment trial at the Senate of 
the Philippines in Pasay, Metro Manila yesterday.                                – AFP
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Qubad Wali
MAZAR-I-SHARIF, Afghani-

stan – Alongside millions of Af-
ghans, 21-year-old Fatima Ibrahimi 
was forced to return from Iran to a 
home country in the grips of a hu-
manitarian crisis.

Unlike many, though, she has 
found a rare glimmer of hope in a 
stable job at a dried fruit factory in 
northern Balkh province.

“There are six of us in my 
family, and I am the only one 
working,” Ibrahimi told AFP as she 
sorted raisins in the large factory 
hall in sweltering summer heat.

She lived in Iran for four years, 
working in greenhouses and as a 
seamstress, before returning home 
after Tehran tightened its policies 
for Afghan migrants.

That, combined with a 
government repatriation drive 
in neighbouring Pakistan, has 
resulted in what the United Nations 
calls one of the largest population 
repatriation movements globally.

More than six million Afghans 
have been pushed back to a country 
where jobs are few.

The risk of economic 
destitution is particularly acute for 
women, with a series of restrictions 
by Taliban authorities on their 
movement, work and education 
leaving many without an income.

However, at the dried fruit 
factory in the historic city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif, UN backing has 
helped ensure around 40 percent of 
the 400 employees are returnees – 
many of them women.

“As girls are not allowed to get 
an education, it is an opportunity 
we got to work here, and we are 
satisfied with our work,” Ibrahimi 
said.

Taliban authorities have closed 
high schools and universities to 
women and girls over the age of 
around 12.

Aid budgets have been slashed 
since the Taliban government took 
power, and were exacerbated by 
Trump administration cuts last 
year. Another two million Afghans 
are expected to be pushed back 
this year, so the need for work 

opportunities is only growing.
“It’s important that we are 

there to help with settlement and 
with integration and survival and, 
beyond survival, for livelihood 
and sustainable solutions,” UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
Barham Salih told AFP during a 
visit to UN-backed private sector 
projects in Mazar-i-Sharif on 
Monday.

The head of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
Alexander De Croo, accompanied 
him and told AFP that both agencies 
partnering with businesses could be 
a launching pad for finding longer 
term solutions.

“The approach we have here is 
really... going immediately into the 
logic of a longer-term perspective 
and going outside of the immediate 
short-term.”

Challenges remain
A few kilometres away in the 

district of Nahr-e-Shahi, returnee 
women sat at a large loom where 
they wove a carpet with bright 
multicoloured thread, taking part 
in one of Afghanistan’s oldest and 
most famous artisanal sectors at 
another project backed by the UN 
refugee agency and UNDP.

The centre offered an economic 
lifeline for around 40 women 
employed there, but challenges 

remain for those pushed back from 
neighbouring countries where 
many had migrated seeking more 
lucrative opportunities.

“Compared to living in Iran, 
our situation has worsened because 
I could work there, but working 
here for just US$25 (per month) 
is like nothing,” said 20-year-old 
Mursal Sadat.

Saliha Ahmadzai, the head 
of the centre, acknowledged the 
uphill battle.

“Currently, we have many 
problems, specifically, the 
restrictions (on women) itself is a 
challenge,” she said. “Poverty is 
getting more intense day by day in 
Afghanistan’s society.”

Still, the centre offered hope 
in a country where the majority of 
people live below the poverty line 
and where UNDP figures suggest a 
formal employment rate of only 3 
percent among returnees.

Aydin Sadat, who returned 
from Iran months ago, first lost 
her “morale and was crying a lot, 
saying that we had to go back to 
Iran because we could not live 
here”, she told AFP during a short 
break from weaving a green and 
red carpet.

“I have found friends; our 
trainers help us,” 18-year-old Sadat 
said. “Now that I have come here, 
my morale has improved.”   – AFP

Afghan women work at a dry fruit factory in Mazar-i-Sharif on Monday.          – AFP

NEW DELHI - At least two 
people were killed and seven 
others went missing yesterday 
after a massive landslide triggered 
by heavy rains hit India’s southern 
state of Kerala, officials said.

Seven people injured in the 
accident have been hospitalized.

The landslide occurred near 
Meenakshi Bridge at Kalladi in 
Wayanad district. According to the 
officials, the landslide hit close to the 
site of the ongoing Anakkompoyil-
Meppadi tunnel road project 
connecting Malappuram and 
Wayanad districts.

Immediately after the incident, 

rescue operations were launched, 
with local residents also stepping 
in to help and pull people to safety. 
Personnel from the police and Fire 
and Rescue Services rushed to the 
location, while National Disaster 
Response Force teams also joined 
the rescue operations.

Authorities said the area 
recorded 265 mm of rainfall in 
the last 24 hours, with incessant 
rain believed to have triggered the 
landslide.

The India Meteorological 
Department issued a red alert 
for Kerala’s Wayanad district 
yesterday after Mananthavady and 

Vythiri recorded heavy rainfall. 
A red alert was also declared in 
neighboring Kozhikode district, 
while Malappuram, Kannur and 
Kasaragod were placed under 
orange alert.

The weather department defines a 
red alert as extremely heavy rainfall 
exceeding 204 mm in 24 hours, 
while an orange alert denotes rainfall 
between 115 mm and 204 mm.

Wayanad is prone to landslides, 
especially during the monsoon 
season. In 2024, a massive 
landslide struck Wayanad, killing 
298 people as per government data.

– AFP

QUETTA – Gunmen killed 
nine police officers, and others 
are missing, following an attack 
on a checkpost at a dam project 
in Pakistan’s restive southwestern 
Balochistan province, officials said 
yesterday.

“Nine policemen are dead and 
many are missing after an attack on 
a checkpost that was guarding the 
Mangi Dam project,” Abdul Qudoos, 
a senior district official, told AFP.

A spokesman for the provincial 
government confirmed the toll, 
saying senior officers from several 
police stations were among the dead 
and blaming the attack on Islamist 
militants.

Paramilitary, police and 
counter-terrorism personnel had 
“successfully carried out the joint 
clearance operations” against the 

militants, Balochistan’s government 
spokesman Shahid Rind said in a 
statement.

Pakistan has for years been 
battling a separatist insurgency in 
Balochistan, where militants target 
state forces and foreign investment 
and infrastructure projects in the 
mineral-rich province bordering 
Afghanistan and Iran.

That is part of intensifying 
militant attacks in Pakistan’s border 
regions, which Islamabad says 
emanate from Afghanistan – where 
authorities have repeatedly denied 
any involvement.

Pakistan has launched airstrikes 
on Afghan territory in recent months 
that it says targets militants but that 
Taliban government officials and 
the United Nations say have killed 
dozens of civilians.     – AFP

COLOMBO – Sri Lanka 
launched an investigation yesterday 
into its deadliest prison riot in 
years, as the death toll from clashes 
between rival drug gangs rose to 27.

Armed police and commandos 
were not sent into the prison 
but were deployed to guard the 
perimeter of Negombo prison, 
as authorities tightened security 
following the clashes on Monday 
that also wounded more than 100.

Justice Minister Harshana 
Nanayakkara told parliament 
yesterday that a criminal 
investigation had begun alongside a 
government-appointed commission.

Police said the death toll was at 
least 27 people, including another 
inmate who died overnight.

They also said a preliminary 
investigation has found that rival 
gangs clashed inside the prison in the 
capital’s north before overpowering 
guards, seizing their weapons and 
opening fire.

Nanayakkara said inmates had also 
smashed a CCTV camera in the chaos.

Doctors said 97 victims, 
including 23 prison officers, are still 
in Negombo hospital with gunshot 
wounds, cuts and severe bruises.

Another 19 inmates were being 
treated at a hospital in Colombo.

Seven guards were killed when 
they tried to break up the rioting on 
Monday, a police official told AFP.

Nanayakkara, who visited 
victims in hospital on Monday, was 
shocked by the scale of the violence.

“Human beings have died, and 
there is deep shock over that. This 
is something that should never have 
occurred,” he said.

An AFP photographer outside 
the prison saw prison buses 
transferring some inmates out of 
the facility as police kept the area 
cordoned off. Officials confirmed 
they were being relocated to other 
prisons.

Prison authorities said foreign 
nationals held at Negombo were not 
caught up in the violence, but were 
transferred as a precaution.

Scrutiny over Sri Lanka’s 
chronically overcrowded prison 
system has been renewed as official 
figures show the country’s prisons 
are operating at roughly four times 
their intended capacity.

Rioting at another prison in Sri 
Lanka in December 2020 killed 
11 inmates and wounded 117 
during the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic, leading the government 
to release hundreds of inmates from 
overcrowded jails.     – AFP

High tide waves crash against the seafront during monsoon rain showers in Mumbai 
yesterday.                    – AFP

Women pushed back to Afghanistan pin 
hopes on rare private sector jobs

2 killed, 7 missing as massive landslide 
hits India’s Kerala

Gunmen kill 9 police o"cers near 
dam project in southwest Pakistan

Sri Lanka opens prison riot probe as 
toll rises to 27
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Helen Rowe and Peter Hutchison
LONDON – Prince Harry 

yesterday lost his high-profile case 
against the Daily Mail’s publisher 
for alleged unlawful information 
gathering in yet another blow to 
the estranged royal as he begins a 
fraught five-day trip back to the UK.

A written judgement by 
London’s High Court published 
following an 11-week trial earlier 
this year said the “claimants failed 
to prove their pleaded allegations... 
the claims are therefore dismissed”.

The ruling was delivered as Harry 
attended an event in the capital, 
with Associated Newspapers calling 
it an “overwhelming victory” and 
a “magnificent vindication of the 
Daily Mail’s journalism”.

It said the court’s dismissal 
of “every single one of the 97 
allegations made by the claimants” 
showed Judge Matthew Nicklin 
had “accepted the honesty of our 
journalists’ evidence on how they 
sourced their stories”.

Allegations that bugs had been 
placed in people’s cars and homes, 
calls listened to and bank accounts 
illicitly accessed had been “lurid” 
and “preposterous” with “no credible 
evidence” ever presented, Associated 
Newspapers said in a statement.

“The reputations of our decent 
and hard-working journalists were 
terribly impugned, and today they 
have been exonerated,” it added.

There was no immediate reaction 
from the prince’s spokesperson.

The ruling came shortly after 
Harry, the youngest son of King 
Charles III, arrived at an Invictus 
Games event in central London.

The prince launched the games 
for wounded veterans in 2014, 
and the next one will be held in 
Birmingham in July next year.

At the same time, his estranged 
brother, heir to the throne Prince 
William, was also in the city, 
visiting the London Welsh 
School to promote next month’s 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

Harry will now face another court 
hearing on July 29-30 which could see 
him and the six other complainants 
ordered to pay substantial legal costs.

Associated Newspapers said 
it had spent £50 million (US$66 
million) “defending ourselves 
against this egregious litigation”.

“We will look to resolve outstanding 
issues, including the recovery of the 
costs we have incurred,” it added.

The prince gave emotional 
testimony during the proceedings in 
which several high-profile figures, 

including singer Elton John and actor 
Elizabeth Hurley, accused the tabloid 
publisher of invading their privacy.

The case, the third and final one 
brought by the Duke of Sussex in 
his acrimonious legal battle with 
British tabloids, has further strained 
relations with the royal family.

‘Security woes’
Harry, 41, has also been involved 

in other legal spats, including over his 
police protection in Britain following 

his dramatic departure from frontline 
royal duties six years ago.

The prince, now living in 
California, arrived in Britain on 
Monday for a five-day visit expected 
to go ahead mostly without his wife 
and children after the family was 
refused police protection.

The trip, to mark the one-year 
countdown to next year’s Invictus 
Games, was meant to be his first family 
trip back to the UK in four years.

But a source close to the Duke 

of Sussex told AFP that Harry’s wife 
Meghan, son Archie and daughter 
Lilibet would not accompany him on 
the London leg of the trip after the 
family was refused a security detail.

Arrangements for the rest of the 
trip were still under consideration, 
the source said, leaving it unclear 
whether the whole family would 
visit but stay outside the capital.

It was also unclear whether the 
prince would meet his father during 
the trip.

He is last understood to have 
met Charles, who is being treated 
for an undisclosed form of cancer, 
at the monarch’s London residence 
Clarence House in September 2025.

Harry and Meghan left Britain 
for North America in 2020 amid a 
bitter feud with his family, which 
worsened as Harry published his 
tell-all memoir “Spare”.

The prince has since said he 
wishes to reconcile with his father.

Last year, Harry said he felt 
unable to bring his family to Britain 
after losing a court case to have his 
security restored during visits home.

Harry has long blamed the media 
for the death of his mother Princess 
Diana, who was killed in a Paris car 
crash in 1997 while trying to shake 
off the paparazzi.      – AFP

Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, arrives at Chatham House in central London 
yesterday, to attend the 15th Invictus Games Foundation Conversation: From Policy 
to Practice, as part of the One Year to Go celebrations for the Invictus Games 
Birmingham 2027.                    – AFP 

Prince Harry loses lawsuit against UK tabloid

DOHA – Three tankers including a 
Qatari LNG vessel were struck within 
hours in the Strait of Hormuz, maritime 
monitors and Qatar said yesterday, 
with peace mediator Doha denouncing 
an “unacceptable” Iranian attack.

An “unknown projectile” hit 
a tanker overnight, causing a fire, 
before two more were hit, at least one 
by a drone, British maritime security 
agency UKMTO said yesterday.

The string of attacks after more 
than a week of respite revived 
concerns about freedom of navigation 
after Iran lifted its blockade of the 
vital waterway following a fragile 
ceasefire with the United States.

All three vessels were struck 
close to Oman. Oman had proposed 
a temporary transit corridor hugging 
its coastline in an initiative opposed 
by Iran, which wants to charge ships 
using the narrow waterway.

Qatar, which helped broker the 
truce, blamed Iran for the attack on 
its tanker and urged Tehran to “cease 
all practices that undermine regional 
security or threaten the safety of 
international maritime navigation”.

“The targeting of the Qatari vessel 
‘Al-Rekayyat’ while transiting near 
the Strait of Hormuz constitutes an 
unacceptable attack on the security 
and safety of international maritime 
navigation,” Quatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed Al Ansari wrote on X.

“We hold Iran fully legally 
responsible for this attack and for any 
resulting damages or repercussions,” 
he added. Doha is the capital and 
largest city of Qatar.

The attacks came despite the 
ceasefire between the United States 
and Iran in the Middle East war, 
which began with US-Israeli strikes 

on Tehran in late February.
The future of Hormuz, the main 

route for Gulf energy exports, has 
been a sticking point during talks 
between Tehran and Washington to 
permanently end the conflict.

‘Clear signal’
“We are now in a sensitive period 

where potential alternatives to an Iranian 
toll or fee system are being explored,” 
Andreas Krieg, a security expert at 
King’s College London, told AFP.

“Iran is sending a clear signal that 
no alternative will be accepted.

“Tankers trying to diverge through 
the Omani maritime corridor without 
registering with the Iranian authority 
will be punished,” Krieg added, calling 
it a “clear violation” of the ceasefire 
agreement and international law.

US news outlet Axios reported on 
Monday that Iran had “fired at least 
two missiles at commercial ships”, 
citing two unnamed US officials.

Maritime traffic had tentatively 

resumed after Washington and 
Tehran signed a memorandum of 
understanding last month aimed at 
ending the conflict and reopening the 
strategic route.

However, Iran has insisted 
there will be no return to pre-war 
arrangements, under which vessels 
could pass freely through the strait.

Under the 14-point US-Iran 
memorandum of understanding, Iran 
and Oman, which border Hormuz, 
must hold talks “to define the future 
administration and maritime services” in 
the key waterway with other Gulf states.

Qatar had previously refused 
to enter into mediation under 
Iranian fire as Tehran launched an 
unprecedented aerial bombardment 
against Gulf states in retaliation for 
the US-Israeli strikes.

However, Doha has played 
an increasingly active role in 
negotiations, hosting indirect talks 
between Iran and the United States 
last week.       – AFP

LONDON – Britain’s 
public debt risks reaching an 
“unsustainable upward” path 
owing to higher government 
borrowing and spending, the 
nation’s fiscal watchdog warned 
yesterday as the UK awaits a 
new prime minister.

The Office for Budget 
Responsibility (OBR), producing 
its latest “Fiscal risk and 
sustainability” report, gave its 
assessment against the backdrop 
of an ageing population and 
increased spending on defence.

The OBR’s update came 
also as Andy Burnham is widely 
expected to become Britain’s 
prime minister and leader of the 
centre-left Labour party as soon 
as this month, replacing Keir 
Starmer who resigned in June.

“In nearly all of the scenarios 
we explore, debt eventually 
moves onto an unsustainable and 
ever-rising path” in the coming 
years and decades, the OBR said 
yesterday.

“It is almost certain that future 
governments would have to take 
action before this happens to 
adjust the fiscal stance to keep debt 
at sustainable levels,” it added.

The OBR said that as a result 
of the global financial crisis in 
2008 and the Covid pandemic, 
“the UK has experienced 
one of the largest increases 
in government debt of any 
advanced economy over the past 
two decades”.

The watchdog added that UK 
net debt on an internationally 
comparable basis has nearly 

tripled as a share of gross 
domestic product (GDP) since 
2005.

Official UK data shows the 
nation’s public debt at almost 
£3 trillion (US$4 trillion), or 95 
percent of GDP.

The OBR said Britain’s debt-
to-GDP ratio could hit as much 
as 300 percent in 2075.

“In practice, this ever-
upward trajectory of debt would 
be unsustainable and so, if 
this baseline scenario began to 
materialise, it is almost certain that 
future governments would have to 
take policy action to stop it.”

Burnham has pledged to 
stick by the government’s strict 
fiscal rule dictating that day-to-
day state spending be balanced 
against tax revenues.

This does not mean that debt 
will not rise, however, while the 
OBR yesterday warned that “the 
degree of tightening required to 
prevent debt from following an 
unsustainable path increases if it 
is delayed to future years.

“This would make it more 
costly and place more of a 
burden on future generations,” it 
stressed.

Under Starmer and finance 
minister Rachel Reeves, the 
Labour government has hiked 
taxes in order to increase spending 
on welfare – a controversial 
move that contributed to the 
PM’s resignation.

In a recent speech, Burnham 
vowed “to raise living standards 
of every single person” in the 
country.                – AFP

This handout photograph provided by the office of Iran’s supreme leader shows 
mourners holding up a placard calling for revenge against US President Donald Trump 
during the funeral of Iran’s slain supreme leader Ali Khamenei and members of his 
family in Qom yesterday.                 – Xinhua
 

UK risks ‘unsustainable’ 
high debt: watchdog

3 ships struck in Hormuz !are-up, 
Qatar slams Iran
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Max Delany
ANKARA – US President Donald 

Trump praised his “chemistry” 
with Turkish leader Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan as he arrived in Ankara 
for a NATO summit Tuesday, while 
hitting out at European allies for 
their response to his war in Iran.

Trump was greeted personally 
by Erdogan on the tarmac as he 
descended from Air Force One, 
before being escorted through the 
empty streets of the Turkish capital 
by a guard of riders on white horses.

The summit comes at a fraught 
time for the 77-year-old transatlantic 
alliance, as Trump has lashed out at 
allies and Washington steps back 
from Europe.

“I was very disappointed with 
NATO,” Trump said, sitting next to 
Erdogan at the Turkish leader’s vast 
presidential palace.

“Frankly, if it [the summit] weren’t 
held in Turkey, where my friend 
happens to be a very strong leader, a 
very strong person, it’s possible that I 
wouldn’t have attended.”

NATO officials are hoping 
Trump’s strong relationship with 
the Turkish leader could help 
smooth over the bad blood caused 
by the Iran war.

“It’s a chemistry that works 
between us,” Trump said.

In a potentially major boost for 
Erdogan, Trump said Washington 
would consider selling F-35 fighter 
jets to Turkey, after booting it out 
of the programme in 2019 over 
Ankara’s purchase of a Russian 
system.

Turkey has long sought to resolve 
the question of its readmittance to 
the F35 programme and the lifting 
of US sanctions that have soured 
ties and hampered Turkish defence 
projects – and has looked to Trump’s 
visit to break the deadlock.

“Mr Trump has also personally 
given us his word on this matter,” 
Erdogan said through a translator.

‘Testing’
European leaders are aiming to 

avoid a bust-up with the mercurial 
US leader that could deal a further 
blow to NATO’s credibility, after 
Trump repeatedly cast doubt on 
Washington’s commitment to 
protecting its allies.

But ahead their main session 
today, the US president was clearly 
still smarting over the restrictions 
some allies placed on US forces using 
bases at the start of the Iran conflict.

“I was testing to see whether or 
not they’d be there, because I’ve long 
said that we helped them,” he said.

“Italy turned us down, and 
Germany turned us down, and 
France turned us down.”

Trump also risked reopening 
another old wound with NATO 
when he reiterated his stance that 
Greenland “should be controlled by 
the United States, not by Denmark”.

In a bid to prove to Trump 
that they are making good on a 
pledge last year to ramp up defence 
spending, NATO allies unveiled 
tens of billions of US dollars in 
arms deals ahead of his arrival.

NATO chief Mark Rutte has 
insisted European countries are 
“delivering” by bolstering military 
budgets and moving to take more 
responsibility for the defence of 
their continent in the face of Russia.

“These are billions that are 
invested in our security, boosting our 
economies and supporting hundreds 
of thousands of new jobs,” Rutte said 
at a glitzy industry forum.

Zelensky makes pitch
While NATO wanted to focus 

Trump’s attention on its surging 
defence budgets, the stalled US 
efforts to try to halt the war in Ukraine 
also rose back up the agenda.

Trump spoke to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin ahead of the NATO 
gathering and is expected to meet 
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelensky on 
the summit sidelines today.

“I think they both want to make 
a deal,” Trump said.

“It’s too bad it took so long, but 
I think something’s going to come 
out.”

Zelensky for his part urged 
NATO to step up help for the 
country’s air defences as it 
struggles with shortages of crucial 
interceptors to shoot down Russian 
missiles.

“Please let more determination 
and more decisions for air defence 
be one of the key outcomes of this 
NATO summit,” he said.

The Ukrainian leader also made 
a new pitch for Kyiv to become a 
member of the alliance, despite 
Trump previously shutting the door.

“Do you really believe it would 
be right to live outside NATO, a 
country and a people with this level 
of defensive capability?” Zelensky 
said.

“Ukraine in NATO is a source of 
extraordinary defensive capability.”

– AFP

Trump berates NATO, praises 
Erdogan as summit starts

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) welcomes US President Donald Trump 
upon arrival at Etimesgut Air Base near Ankara yesterday, before both attending the 
36th NATO Heads of State and Government Summit.                – AFP
 

ANKARA – US President 
Donald Trump appeared to have 
turned the page on a diplomatic row 
with Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni yesterday as he landed in 
Ankara for a key NATO summit.

The pair fell out late last month 
after Trump claimed in remarks to an 
Italian TV channel that Meloni had 
“begged” him for a photo together at 
the G7 summit and he only agreed 
because he “felt sorry for her”.

Meloni angrily denied the claim, 
calling it “made up”, prompting 
Trump to double down, with his 

remarks opening an unusually 
personal rift with one of Europe’s 
most prominent right-wing leaders.

The spat prompted an 
undiplomatic back-and-forth which 
dragged on until Sunday when he 
published a doctored image on his 
Truth Social platform showing 
Meloni looking at him as if adoringly 
in a post accompanied by the words: 
“Restraining Order Needed”.

But yesterday, he appeared to be 
taking a more conciliatory tone.

“I think she’s a nice person, 
actually,” he said at a joint press 

conference with President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan.

“We had a bad relationship, 
folks. It became a little bad because 
she refused to help us... She refused 
to get involved with the Hormuz 
Strait,” he said, reiterating his 
disappointment over Europe’s 
reluctance to play a role in the US-
Israeli war on Iran.

“I like her, I think she’s a nice 
person actually, but I think she made 
a mistake.. she just wasn’t there for 
us and I wasn’t happy about that,” 
he said.       – AFP

Nigel Farage, Reform UK leader and MP for Clacton, smiles during a presentation 
of the programme of newly elected Reform UK MPs in London on July 5, 2024, a 
day after Britain held a general election.           – AFP 

Nigel Farage quits 
as MP to force snap vote 

in !nances row

‘She’s a nice person actually’: 
Trump on Meloni

Peter Hutchison
LONDON – British anti-

immigrant politician Nigel Farage 
announced yesterday he would 
resign as a member of parliament 
to run in a snap by-election, in 
a high-stakes gamble following 
scrutiny over his finances.

The highly unusual move 
comes with Farage, whose 
Reform UK party leads national 
opinion polls, facing mounting 
pressure over the non-disclosure 
of gifts, including allegedly from 
a convicted fraudster.

Parliament’s anti-sleaze 
watchdog was investigating the 
rightwing firebrand and long-time 
anti-European Union campaigner 
over donations from two wealthy 
individuals.

Farage’s resignation means 
the probes will now be suspended.

“I’ve decided that the people 
of Clacton should be the judges 
of my actions,” Farage said in a 
televised address, referring to the 
southeast England constituency 
he has represented for two years.

“This will be a people versus 
the establishment by-election.

“It’s a chance to stick 
two fingers up to the entire 
establishment to frankly tell them 
where to go, and that is why I 
will be putting my name forward 
to stand in this by-election,” he 
added.

Farage, who helped persuade 
Britons vote to leave the EU 
during a divisive referendum in 
2016, was elected an MP at his 
eighth attempt during the July 
2024 general election.

Reform, which advocates 
mass deportations of illegal 
migrants and the scrapping of net 
zero energy targets, has led the 
ruling Labour party in opinion 
polls for over a year.

Fears among Labour MPs 
that Reform could win the next 
nationwide vote, expected in 2029, 
ultimately led them to force Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer to announce 
his resignation last month.

Daniel Greenberg, the 
parliamentary commissioner for 
standards, is probing Farage over 

the non-disclosure of a £5 million 
(US$6.6 million) donation from 
Thailand-based crypto-currency 
billionaire Christopher Harborne.

New MPs are supposed to 
register any money they received 
in the 12 months before their 
election unless it cannot be 
“reasonably” seen as linked to 
political activities.

Farage has insisted he did 
not need to declare the money 
because it was a personal gift to 
pay for his own security – a claim 
that Harborne, a major Reform 
donor, corroborated.

‘Political tool’
“I am the most physically and 

verbally attacked public figure 
or politician of modern times,” 
Farage said in his defiant address, 
seeking to justify the donation.

Farage also confirmed that 
the commissioner was looking 
into allegations published in the 
Sunday Times this past weekend 
that convicted fraudster George 
Cottrell paid for Farage’s security 
and staff who worked on his 
social media shortly before he 
became a member of parliament.

Cottrell, a 32-year-old crypto 
entrepreneur from an aristocratic 
family, pleaded guilty to wire 
fraud in the United States in 2017 
and was jailed for eight months.

Labour and the centrist Liberal 
Democrats had asked Greenberg 
to prove the latest allegations.

“I have done nothing wrong. I 
have not broken the law in any way 
at all,” Farage said, claiming that 
parliamentary standards were “now 
being used as a political tool”.

Farage won Clacton with a 
majority of 8,405 votes.

Far-right rival party Restore 
Britain, led by Rupert Lowe and 
backed by US tech tycoon Elon 
Musk, is expected to try to take 
the seat.

The by-election, the date of 
which is not yet set, could also be 
an early test for Andy Burnham, 
who is widely expected to 
become Labour’s new leader and 
therefore prime minister later this 
month.   – AFP
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Rigoberto Díaz
HAVANA – Cubans were gradually 

getting power back yesterday after the third 
nationwide power outage since the start of the 
year, causing mounting despair in the face of 
an energy collapse precipitated by a US fuel 
blockade.

The communist island was already 
struggling to keep the lights on before US 
President Donald Trump cut off its oil supplies 
in January, depleting the dwindling supply of 
fuel for its power plants.

Unión Eléctrica (UNE), the state electricity 
company, announced a “total disconnection” to 
the entire island at midday on Monday, leaving 
the island nation’s 9.6 million inhabitants 
without power while not providing a reason.

It said early yesterday (local time) that 
power was restored to over 30 percent of the 
capital, including 43 medical centres and nine 
water distribution installations.

The blackout marks the eighth on the 
island since late 2024.

The lack of fuel “undoubtedly complicates 
the restoration process,” Lázaro Guerra, 
director of electricity at the Ministry of 
Energy and Mines, said on state television late 
Monday without giving a timeline for repairs.

Cuban President Miguel Díaz-Canel 
blamed US sanctions policy against the island.

“While the US attempts to trigger social 
unrest through strangulation by blocking fuel 
access to Cuba, the UNE is mobilising to 
reverse the collapse of the National Electric 
System,” he said.

“The work being done by electrical 

workers amidst a genocidal energy blockade 
is heroic,” he added.

This latest blackout came as the government 
has been imposing increasingly draconian 
power cuts across the country – over 30 hours 
at a stretch in parts of Havana and over 70 
hours in some rural areas – in an increasingly 
desperate attempt to conserve fuel.

“Living like this is agony,” said Meyboll 
Font, a 51-year-old self-employed social 
media community manager.

Font said that her Havana neighbourhood 
has been surviving on just “three or four 
hours of power a day” but that the blackout 
was worse because “you never know when it 
[electricity] will return.”

“We have no WiFi, no electricity, we can’t 
work,” said a young software programmer 

working for a tourism start-up in another 
neighbourhood.

Without power
Power outages have been a feature of 

life for years in Cuba, where the electricity 
generation system, composed mainly of 
dilapidated Soviet-era plants, is in shambles.

The blackouts and power cuts have 
accelerated since the fuel blockade began, 
with authorities citing a lack of fuel to run the 
generators that prop up the national grid.

Since January, the Trump administration 
has only allowed one oil tanker, from Russia, 
to dock in Cuba, as part of a US pressure 
campaign aimed at ending more than six 
decades of communist rule in Havana.

Trump points to the US overthrow of 

Venezuela’s socialist president Nicolás 
Maduro and installation of a Washington-
friendly successor as a potential blueprint for 
what he would like to achieve in Cuba.

Cuba has repeatedly said its political 
model is not up for discussion and vowed to 
resist any invasion militarily.

Making Cuba ‘investable’
The US blockade, coupled with a 

flurry of sanctions on the Cuban state and 
foreign companies that do business with it, 
have nudged a country already mired in a 
generational crisis closer to collapse.

Food, drinking water and medicine are in 
increasingly short supply, and some surgeries 
have been put on hold, prompting the United 
Nations to warn of a humanitarian emergency.

Transport on the island has come to a near 
standstill.

Last month, the government unveiled a 
sweeping package of free-market reforms 
that, if implemented, would dramatically 
reduce state control over the economy.

The US State Department dismissed the plans 
as “superficial smoke signals” and said Trump was 
holding out for “much more substantial economic 
and political reforms that would make Cuba 
investable” and grant Cubans political freedom.

The two sides have held several rounds 
of talks but Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodríguez last week said they had made “no 
progress” towards ending the impasse.

On Monday, Havana accused Washington 
of preventing a debate at the United Nations 
on its oil blockade and sanctions.       – AFP

Cuban families stay outdoors during another blackout in Havana on Monday. Cuba on Monday suffered its 

third nationwide power outage since the start of the year, the state electricity company said.                – AFP 

TEGUCIGALPA – Honduran police 
fired tear gas as they evicted dozens of 
residents from an indigenous community 
on Monday, enforcing a law that protects 
agro-industrial and tourism land from 
encroachment, authorities reported.

Officers arrested five people in 
San Juan in Honduras’s northern 
Atlántida department, which is home 
to indigenous people and members 
of the Garifuna community – a group 
protected by a ruling from the Inter-
American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR).

Police said in a statement they used 
“non-lethal force and tear gas” to counter 

“resistance” from “invaders”, whom 
authorities say were illegally occupying 
the grounds of a hotel complex.

The eviction came weeks after 
the right-wing majority in Congress 
approved a law authorising evictions 
from illegally occupied productive land.

The Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UNHCR) and rights groups have 
warned that the move could criminalize 
demands from agricultural workers and 
Indigenous groups for land ownership.

The legislation was approved after 
19 farmworkers were killed in a northern 
area of Honduras plagued by gang 

violence, where authorities say criminals 
are seizing land to cultivate oil palm.

The San Juan community secured an 
IACHR ruling in 2023 ordering the state 
to respect the population’s collective 
property rights over the territory.

Dozens of organisations signed a 
statement calling on the government 
to comply with the ruling, which 
“recognizes the Garifuna people’s 
ancestral right to this territory.”

The IACHR ruled in favour of 
another Honduras Garifuna community 
in March, finding that the state had 
violated their right to collective 
property.                            – AFP

ASUNCIÓN – Paraguay’s government 
on Monday condemned remarks made by 
a senator who racially abused France’s 
football star Kylian Mbappe after Paraguay 
were eliminated from the World Cup.

Celeste Amarilla, a member of the 
leading opposition Liberal Party, aimed 
racist abuse at Mbappe and said he was a 
“colonised Cameroonian who has really 
pretended to be French, embittered, 
nouveau riche, arrogant and ugly,” and 
accused him of being “scared to death” 
during the game that France won 1-0 on 
Saturday.

“The remarks made by Senator Celeste 
Amarilla, directed at the captain of the 
French national team, Kylian Mbappe, 
are contrary to the values and principles 

that inspire peaceful coexistence and 
respect for human dignity, which our 
country promotes,” Paraguay’s foreign 
ministry said in a statement.

“They in no way represent the 
position of the government of the 
Republic of Paraguay or the Paraguayan 
people,” the ministry added.

The remarks, which followed 
the bad-tempered last-32 game in 
Philadelphia, sparked uproar in France.

Mbappe joined in the chorus 
of condemnation from the French 
government and opposition.

Writing on X, he said: “Mrs Celeste 
Amarilla, you are a despicable woman 
and not worthy of your position.

“You do not represent Paraguay, the 

country that has sweated passion and 
honour throughout the competition.”

French President Emmanuel Macron 
condemned the “racist attacks” directed 
at Mbappe.

“The President of the Republic 
stands with Kylian Mbappe and the 
French team in the face of the racist 
attacks directed at the Bleus’ captain,” 
the Élysée Palace said.

Gianni Infantino, the president of 
FIFA, world football’s governing body, 
also condemned Amarilla.

“All of football and society stand in 
solidarity with the France captain – we 
need to fight racism and defeat it all 
together,” Infantino wrote in a statement 
on Instagram.               – AFP

BRASÍLIA – Brazil’s foreign minister warned of an 
increased risk of US military action within the country 
after Washington designated two major criminal gangs as 
terrorist organisations, according to a letter to Congress 
seen by AFP on Monday.

In late May, the US made the designations against the 
so-called Red Command (CV) and First Capital Command 
(PCC), drawing the ire of leftist Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s 
government during an election year.

The letter, sent by Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira 
last Wednesday, said the “unilateral classification could 
be invoked as justification for extraterritorial actions 
targeting Brazilian institutions, particularly in the financial, 
migration, and criminal spheres.”

“There is, moreover, the risk of the use of US military 
force against national territory,” he added.

In making the designations, US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio described CV and PCC as “two of the most 
violent criminal organizations in Brazil,” warning that their 
“influence and illicit networks extend far beyond Brazil’s 
borders, across our region and into our country.”

In Brazil, the right-wing opposition welcomed 
Washington’s decision, accusing the government of being 
soft on crime ahead of the presidential election scheduled 
for October.

During US President Donald Trump’s second term, 
Washington has expanded terrorist designations to include 
drug-trafficking organizations.

It has also carried out deadly strikes against some of 
those organisations, including Tren de Aragua in Venezuela 
and boats it alleges are trafficking drugs in the Caribbean 
and Pacific, despite not providing evidence.

The two countries are also at odds over tariffs: the Trump 
administration must decide by July 15 whether to apply 
25 percent duties for various Brazilian products, following 
an investigation into allegedly unfair trade practices – 
accusations rejected by the Brazilian government.    – AFP

Cuba slowly gets power back after 3rd nationwide 
blackout in 6 months

Honduran police evict protected 
indigenous community

Paraguay govt slams lawmaker for racially 
abusing France’s Mbappe

Brazil’s FM warns 
of US threat after 

terrorist designations
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KANSAS CITY – Harry 
Kane said England need 
to “calm down” after the 

emotionally draining win over 
Mexico that took them through to 
the World Cup quarter-finals.

Thomas Tuchel’s 10-man 
team won 3-2 on Sunday after 
a memorable backs-to-the-wall 
performance against the co-hosts 
in Estadio Azteca.

England, back at their training 
base in Kansas City, are enjoying 
some downtime ahead of Saturday’s 
quarter-final against Erling 
Haaland’s Norway in Miami.

“Into the next round. Incredible 
night, we appreciate the support. I 
know we had loads in the stadium 
and loads watching back home 
staying up late,” England captain 
Kane said in a video on social media.

“The connection with everyone 
is even stronger now and we feel 
that more than ever.

“We recover now, we calm 
down, we have a couple of days 
relaxing and then obviously get pre-

pared for a massive quarter-final.”
Kane, whose second-half 

penalty proved decisive, said the 
Azteca experience and the nature of 
the win made it one of his favourite 
games in an England shirt.

“Going into that game was 
so special, the atmosphere, the 
stadium... everyone was so excited 
to be there and play in this iconic 
game,” he said.

“To come through the adversities 
in the game and battle through the 
way we did and put our bodies on 
the line and the boys covering every 
blade of grass was just incredible to 
be part of, to be honest.

“It’s one of my favourite 
games in an England shirt, without 
a doubt.”

The 32-year-old Bayern Munich 
forward will come up against Golden 
Boot rival Haaland on Saturday.

Kane has six goals so far at the 
World Cup – two behind top scorer 
Lionel Messi and one behind Kylian 
Mbappe, and Haaland. (Pictures of 
World Cup on page 16) – AFP/MPD

Football

STRASBOURG, France – 
Criticising and insulting football 
referees is a right protected by 
freedom of speech, but suggesting 
officials are corrupt or criminal 
goes too far, the European Court 
of Human Rights (ECHR) ruled 
yesterday.

The court, based in Strasbourg, 
was ruling on a series of cases 
brought by Porto football club and 
two of its former officials.

The cases concerned a series 
of punishments imposed by the 
Portuguese football authorities 
and courts for attacks made by 
media outlets owned by Porto, 
calling into question named 
referees and the refereeing 
system as a whole, following 
matches involving, in particular, 
bitter rival Benfica.

The European Court rejected 
the Porto position in the majority 
of cases which involved 
“accusations of corruption and 
match manipulation”.

“Mere refereeing errors or 
irregularities, even if they are 
numerous or repeated over time, 
do not constitute, on their own, 
sufficient evidence of the existence 
of the scheme alleged by the 
applicants,” said the judgement. 
“Therefore, such speculative 
connections or assumptions 
were made by the applicants and 
conveyed to the wider public 
without a minimal factual basis.”

It pointed out that Portuguese 
courts had referred to “conspiracy 
theories”.

However, the court found in 
favour of club newsletter Dragoes 

Diario which was punished for 
a 2019 article published after 
Benfica won 4-1 at Feirense. 
The piece said that said a named 
official “has a problem with 
impartiality” and “had a career 
as a referee full of untenable 
decisions” before becoming a 
VAR official and “following the 
same shameful path”.

The court decided this was 
acceptable fan talk.

“Those statements were value 
judgements about a referee’s 
performance,” it wrote. “Such 
critical remarks are commonly 
made in the context of football, 
where incidents during a match 
often give rise to varying and 
contested interpretations and 
opinions, often influenced by 
club affiliations.”

The court added that abuse 
came with a referee’s job

“Referees participating in 
high-ranking football competitions 
are indeed subject to a degree of 
public exposure,” it wrote. “When 
referees are acting in this capacity, 
they may be subject to wider 
limits of acceptable criticism than 
ordinary citizens.”

It ruled that the Portuguese 
punishments for these remarks 
violated Article 10 (on freedom 
of expression) of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, and 
ordered the Portuguese authorities to 
repay a 15,300 euros (US$17,500) 
fine as damages and to cover costs

The ECHR is an international 
court responsible for adjudicating 
disputes relating to violations 
of the European Convention on 
Human Rights in the 46 signatory 
states.                    – AFP

NEW YORK - Aymeric Laporte 
and Cristiano Ronaldo experienced 
contrasting emotions after Spain 
eliminated Portugal from the World 
Cup on Monday.

While Ronaldo left the field in 
tears following Portugal’s exit in 
the round of 16, Laporte was all 
smiles after helping Spain book 
a place in the quarterfinals while 
extending one of the tournament’s 
most remarkable defensive records.

Laporte spent two years alongside 
Ronaldo at Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr 
between 2023 and 2025 before 
returning to Athletic Club, where he 
had begun his professional career.

His move to Saudi Arabia came 
at a cost internationally. Spain 
coach Luis de la Fuente dropped the 
central defender from the national 
team, questioning whether the level 
of competition in the Saudi league 
provided adequate preparation for 
international football.

Laporte’s return to Athletic last 
summer followed lengthy negotiations 
between the clubs and was only com-
pleted after FIFA intervened because of 
an administrative error by Al Nassr on 
the final day of the transfer window.

The 31-year-old initially 
struggled to regain full fitness and 
appeared short of match sharpness 
after returning to La Liga. However, 
his positional awareness, composure 
in possession and reading of the 
game gradually restored his form and 
earned him a recall from De la Fuente.

That decision has paid off 
at the World Cup. Laporte has 
started every match, forming an 
increasingly assured partnership 
with teenage defender Pau Cubarsi 
in the heart of Spain’s defense.

Spain remains the only team yet 
to concede a goal at the tournament, 
allowing goalkeeper Unai Simon to 
extend his World Cup finals record 
for consecutive minutes without 

conceding to 609.
Laporte has also been influential 

in possession, completing around 
90 percent of his passes overall 
and 85 percent of those played in 
the opposition half, helping Spain 
build attacks from the back while 
maintaining defensive stability.

Against Portugal, Laporte and 
Cubarsi gave Ronaldo little room 
to operate. The veteran forward 
managed just 19 touches throughout 
the match, only three of them 
inside the penalty area, as Spain’s 
defenders kept the five-time Ballon 
d’Or winner largely anonymous.

Spain’s defensive record has 
been built on a collective effort, but 
the balance provided by Cubarsi’s 
athleticism and Laporte’s experience 
has been central to the team’s 
success. As Ronaldo’s World Cup 
came to an end, Laporte’s revival 
continued with Spain still firmly in 
the hunt for the title.           – Xinhua

Kieran Canning
ATLANTA – Argentina 

staged a stunning comeback 
from 2-0 down to avoid a 

stunning exit at the hands of Egypt 
and prolong Lionel Messi’s World 
Cup career with a 3-2 win to reach 
the quarter-finals.

The holders looked down and 
out when goals from Yasser Ibrahim 
and Mostafa Ziko, either side of 
Messi having a penalty saved, put 
the Pharaohs in sight of a historic 
victory in Atlanta.

However, Cristian Romero’s 
header sparked the comeback as 
Argentina struck three times in the 
final 11 minutes plus stoppage time.

Messi smashed home the 
equaliser to score for a ninth 
consecutive World Cup game and 
retake the lead for the Golden Boot 
with eight this tournament.

Enzo Fernandez completed the 
turnaround with a superb header 
two minutes into stoppage time.

At the end, Messi shed tears of 
joy as he embraced his teammates.

Egypt were left furious after a num-
ber of controversial calls went against 
them, including a disallowed goal early 
in the second half, and a member of 
their coaching staff was red-carded in 
the aftermath of the winning goal.

But despite a second almighty scare 
against African opposition, Argentina 
will face either Colombia or Switzer-
land in the last eight on Saturday.

Lionel Scaloni attempted to refresh 
a side that looked dead on their feet in 
the closing stages of a 3-2 win over 
Cape Verde in the last 32 on Friday.

Nicolas Tagliafico, Leandro 
Paredes and Julian Alvarez came in 
from the team that started in Miami, but 
Argentina got off to another slow start.

Marwan Attia’s deep cross to the 
back post was powered home by Yasser.

Argentina had the chance to level 
five minutes later when Tagliafico 
was wiped out by Haissem Hassan 
inside the box.

However, there was another 
chapter to Messi’s misery from the 
penalty spot at World Cups.

The eight-time Ballon d’Or’s strike 
was tentative and Mostafa Shobeir 
flew to his left to save, meaning Messi 
has now missed four of his eight non-
shootout penalties at World Cups. He 
also became the first player to miss 
two in a single tournament, having also 
failed to hit the target against Austria in 
the group stages.

The penalty save was just the 
start of Shobeir’s inspired afternoon.

Alexis Mac Allster’s powerful 
header from point-blank range was next 
to be parried by the Al Ahly stopper.

Shobeir then produced one 
of the saves of the tournament to 
prevent Alvarez’s shot finding the 
bottom corner.

Egypt thought they had doubled 
their lead on the hour mark after a 
brilliant counter-attack.

Mohamed Salah played in Mostafa 
Ziko, who dinked the ball perfectly 
over the onrushing Emi Martinez.

However, Egyptian celebrations 
were cut short by a hugely 
controversial VAR intervention for 
a foul on Lisandro Martinez, just 
outside the Egypt box, at the start of 
the build-up to the goal.

The decision finally fired up the 
majority Argentine crowd, but they 
were silenced once more moments later 
by another blistering Egyptian break.

Salah again led the charge 
before feeding Hassan and his cross 
was swept in by Zico.

Argentina looked like a beaten 
side with Messi among those who 
head was bowed during the second-
half drinks break.

Yet Romero’s header - that 
Shoubir just failed to keep out - 
sparked a remarkable revival as 
the defending champions hauled 
themselves off the canvas.

Moments later a dazzling run 
by Messi teed up Lautaro Martinez, 
who headed just wide and Messi was 
to have his moment of redemption 
seven minutes from time.

Gonzalo Montiel fed the ball 
back for his captain to strike sweetly 
on the half volley.

Shoubir again got a touch 
but couldn’t get it out as the ball 
cannoned in off the bar for Messi’s 
21st World Cup goal.

Then Fernandez’s bullet 
header from Lautaro Martinez’s 
cross completed the fightback 
and Argentina’s relief was on full 
display after the final whistle. – AFP

Argentina produce epic World Cup 
!ghtback to beat Egypt, reach quarters

Insulting referees is a right, 
rules European court

Laporte’s revival helps Spain extend 
World Cup defensive record

Harry Kane calls for calm 
after England’s World Cup 

epic against Mexico

French referee Francois Letexier shows a red card to a member of Egypt’s staff 
during the 2026 World Cup Round of 16 match against Argentina at Atlanta Stadium 
in Atlanta yesterday.                   – AFP
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Steven Griffiths
LONDON - Jannik Sinner 

is on course for a blockbuster 
Wimbledon showdown with 

Novak Djokovic after the defending 
champion ended German veteran 
Jan-Lennard Struff’s fairytale run in 
the quarter-finals.

Sinner won 7-5, 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 on 
Court One and will face Djokovic 
in the last four if the seven-time 
Wimbledon champion beat Canadian 
Felix Auger-Aliassime late yesterday 
[Early this morning Macau time].

In the women’s tournament, 
Coco Gauff and Karolina Muchova 
reached their first Wimbledon semi-
finals.

With Wimbledon basking in 
sweltering temperatures this week, 
world number one Sinner had 
to answer some uncomfortable 
questions about his ability to 
withstand the heat.

The 24-year-old Italian wilted 
in the recent French Open when 
the mercury reached boiling 
point, sparking a stunning second-
round defeat against Juan Manuel 
Cerundolo, who battled back from 
two sets and 5-1 down to beat Sinner.

Bidding to win Wimbledon for 
the second successive year, Sinner 
lived up to his claim that he would 
cope with the London heatwave 
against Struff - at 36 the oldest man 
to become a first-time quarter-finalist 

at the majors in the Open era.
The four-time Grand Slam 

champion wasn’t at his best, but his 
booming serve kept world number 
74 Struff at bay as he reached his 
10th Grand Slam semi-final and third 
at Wimbledon.

“It was a huge test today. I felt 
comfortable on the physical side, a 
good step forwards,” Sinner said.

“We worked a lot after Paris 
trying to understand what went 
wrong and prepared in the best 
possible way.”

Gauff in uncharted territory
The all-American encounter on 

Centre Court went Gauff’s way as 
the seventh seed beat fellow Ameri-
can Jessica Pegula 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Gauff - a two-time major 
champion - was appearing in the 
last eight at the All England Club 
for the first time.

The 22-year-old made a sluggish 
start as fourth seeded Pegula, 32, 
took the first set.

But Gauff hit back emphatically, 
seizing the momentum in the 
second set before sealing victory in 
the third.

Seven years after she became 
the youngest player to reach the 
Wimbledon main draw aged 15 and 
then stunned Venus Williams on her 
debut, Gauff is two wins away from 
an even more impressive feat at the 

All England Club.
She is into the semi-finals of a 

Grand Slam for the first time since 
winning her most recent major at 
the French Open last year.

She is the youngest player to 
appear in all four Grand Slam semi-
finals since Maria Sharapova in 2007.

“Considering I hadn’t won a 
match in two years on grass before 
this tournament, I’m really happy 
with how I played today,” Gauff said.

In the last four, Gauff faces Czech 
10th seed Muchova, who beat Japa-
nese star Naomi Osaka 7-6 (7/4), 6-4.

Muchova had never been past 
the first round in her four previous 
visits to Wimbledon, but she won 
the grass-court tournament at Bad 
Homburg in June.

“Oh my god, I was very nervous! 
I know you can’t lose focus because 
if you give her a little chance, she 
takes it,” Muchova said.

The 29-year-old lost her only 
Grand Slam final appearance against 
Iga Swiatek at the 2023 French Open.

French Open champion Alexan-
der Zverev finished off his delayed 
last-16 tie against Jiri Lehecka, win-
ning 6-4, 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (8/6) to book 
a quarter-final clash with American 
sixth seed Taylor Fritz.

Zverev had been leading by two 
sets when the match was halted by 
the 10:00 p.m. (local time) curfew 
on Monday.      – AFP

Sinner eyes Djokovic showdown after 
moving into Wimbledon semis

US player Coco Gauff US player Coco Gauff 
returns to US player Jessica returns to US player Jessica 
Pegula during their singles Pegula during their singles 
quarter-final at the 2026 quarter-final at the 2026 
Wimbledon Championships Wimbledon Championships 
at The All England Lawn at The All England Lawn 
Tennis and Croquet Club Tennis and Croquet Club 
in Wimbledon, southwest in Wimbledon, southwest 
London, yesterday. - AFPLondon, yesterday. - AFP

LAUSANNE – The International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
announced yesterday that freeride 
skiing and snowboarding events, as 
well as synchronised skating, will 
be on the programme for the 2030 
Winter Olympics, while dropping 
Nordic combined.

The Games, due to be held in and 
around the French Alps, will also be 
the first Winter Olympics to achieve 
gender parity among athletes with a 
total of 3,046 participants expected 
across 126 events, the IOC said.

After confirming last week 
the continued inclusion of ski 
mountaineering that made its 
Olympic debut at the Milan-Cortina 
Winter Games in February, the IOC 

has added new disciplines affiliated 
with existing Olympic international 
federations.

Meeting in Lausanne yesterday, 
the IOC Executive Board opted for 
freeride - a discipline involving 
lines and tricks performed in 
powder snow on skis or snowboards 
- following a long lobbying effort 
that began thirty years after the 
sport’s first competitions.

Synchronised skating which 
held its first world championships 
in 2000 will introduce an Olympic 
audience to routines performed 
simultaneously by nine skaters.

However, Nordic combined is 
being dropped, despite having been 
part of the Olympic programme 

since the inaugural Winter Games 
in Chamonix in 1924 and remaining 
the only discipline restricted to men.

The International Ski Federation 
(FIS) expressed its disappointment 
at the decision to drop the sport 
which combines cross country 
skiing and ski jumping.

“Our first reaction is, inevitably, 
one of disappointment,” said FIS 
President Alexander Ospelt.

“Nordic Combined is also a 
discipline that has been observing 
clear and tangible growth and an ever-
broader international participation 
over the last few years thanks to the 
inclusion of women’s competitions.”

The FIS said the IOC had 
declined its application for the 

inclusion of women’s Nordic 
combined at Milano Cortina 2026 
citing a lack of involved nations and 
interest outside of Europe.

Ospelt added they would “work 
hard to see Nordic Combined back in 
the Olympic Winter Games in 2034”.

Lifted Russian restrictions
Yesterday the IOC lifted 

restrictions on Russian athletes 
allowing them to compete in 
team events and in qualifying 
competitions for the 2028 Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles.

However, the IOC, meeting in 
Lausanne, kept in place the ban on 
the Russian national anthem being 
played and the flag being displayed, 

for the time being, but stipulated 
returning Russian athletes would 
have to pass “multiple” doping tests 
before being allowed to participate.

The accompanying statement, 
laying out a host of conditions, 
said individual sports could decide 
whether to allow the flag and 
anthem at their own events or stage 
competitions in Russia.

As for the Games, with the Los 
Angeles Olympics two years away, 
the IOC said it “will take a decision 
in relation to the display of the 
Russian flag, anthem, colours or 
any identifications for the Olympic 
Games at the appropriate time.”

Russia welcomed the decision.
– AFP

FOIX, France - 
Norwegian Torstein 
Traeen claimed the 

coveted race leader’s yellow jersey 
as Denmark’s Mads Pedersen won 
the fourth stage of the Tour de 
France yesterday.

Traeen stripped reigning 
champion Tadej Pogacar of the 
jersey just two days after Norway 
stunned five-time winners Brazil 
at the World Cup thanks to a brace 
from Erling Haaland.

Pedersen, who was world 
champion in 2019, stormed to 
victory in a sprint finish ahead 
of Lidl-Trek team-mate Quinn 
Simmons in second with Spaniard 
Raul Garcia taking third at the end of 
the 182km stage from Carcassonne 
to Foix in scorching temperatures 
which topped 40C at one point.

It was Pedersen’s third stage 
victory at the Tour following one 
each in 2022 and 2023 and was 
enough to see him take the green 
points jersey.

Traeen, who had started the 
day just over five minutes behind 
reigning champion Tadej Pogacar 
in the race lead, was part of an 
initial 34-man breakaway which 

formed around 25km into the stage.
That had been whittled down to 

10 over the day’s final climb and 
Traeen came home in eighth.

With the peloton finishing 13 
minutes after the stage winner, 
Traeen now leads the yellow 
jersey standings by 28 seconds 
from American Sean Quinn, a 
fellow breakaway companion who 
finished ninth on the stage.

Pedersen’s Lidl-Trek team-mate 
Mathias Vacek, who finished the 
stage 10th, is now third overall at 
3min 50sec and now leads the young 
rider’s white jersey competition.

Pogacar dropped to fourth at 
7min 53sec, on the same time as his 
arch rival Jonas Vingegaard in fifth.

For Traeen, 30, it will be the 
second time he has led a Grand 
Tour, having worn the leader’s 
red jersey at last year’s Vuelta a 
Espana for four days.

He is the third Norwegian to 
wear the Tour’s yellow jersey 
after Thor Hushovd, who is now 
Traeen’s Uno-X Mobility team 
manager, did so in 2004, 2006 and 
2011, and Alexander Kristoff, who 
held it for one day in 2020.

– AFP

Traeen takes yellow, Pedersen 
wins Tour de France 4th stage

IOC shu!e 2030 Winter Games events and promise gender parity
Restrictions on Russians before 2028 eased

Afghanistan’s paceman Shapoor Zadran prepares to bowl against England 
during the 2015 Cricket World Cup Pool A match between England and 
Afghanistan at the Sydney Cricket Ground on March 13, 2015.
Former Afghanistan fast bowler Zadran, who shaped the country’s early 
rise in international cricket, died yesterday after a prolonged illness, the 
Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) said. Zadran died a day before his 39th 
birthday at a hospital outside New Delhi where he had been treated for a 
rare immune-system disorder for the last few months.               – AFP
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NEW YORK – Virtual 
actress Tilly Norwood, who 
hasn’t been cast in a film since 
her career was launched in fall 
2025, may finally be getting 
her breakthrough role – despite 
Hollywood’s disdain.

Her creators, studio Particle 
6, said on Monday they will 
create a feature film for her 
to star in, a film that will be 
produced entirely using artificial 
intelligence (AI) – with a hand 
from human writers, human 
technicians and human actors.

The movie title “Misaligned” 
refers to the notion of the 
struggle to make AI align with 
human values and goals.

“AI can support premium 
narrative filmmaking, but only 
with substantial amounts of 
human craft, skill, judgement 

and time. That’s not a limitation 
of the technology. That’s the 
point,” said Particle 6 CEO and 
founder Eline van der Velden.

“The filmmakers who thrive 
in the next decade will be the 
ones who bring decades of 
storytelling instinct to these new 
tools, and ‘Misaligned’ is where 
we put that to work at feature 
scale.”

A Particle 6 spokesperson 
told AFP it is too early to 
discuss distribution – cinemas or 
streaming – or a release date.

Hollywood’s unions and 
leading actors, including Scarlett 
Johansson, Cate Blanchett and 
others, have called for limits on 
the use of AI and its generative 
tools on copyrighted artistic work 
without express permission.

– AFP

AI actress Tilly Norwood to 
star in feature film

AI-generated actress Tilly Norwood poses in this undated photo provided by 
film and TV production studio Particle6. – Image courtesy of CBS News 

NAIROBI – A formerly 
homeless man in Nairobi has 
become a viral sensation after years 
of rescuing and living with injured 
birds, but authorities are worried 
about disease risks.

Rodgers Oloo Magutha found 
purpose and an escape from the 
depression of living on the streets 
by caring for his avian friends.

By 2024, he was living in central 
Nairobi when massive protests 
erupted all around him, and images 
of Magutha walking calmly through 
the unrest with a kite on his head 
made him an internet sensation.

He now has a one-room home 
on the outskirts of the city, as well 
as tens of thousands of followers on 
TikTok and Instagram who watch 
him living alongside kites, crows, 
storks and many other birds.

They wander freely around his 
home, and flock around him as he 
walks through the streets where 

he earns a modest living from 
collecting scrap and recycling.

“I love rescuing birds,” he 
told AFP, describing himself as an 
“urban bird enthusiast”.

They love him in return. He has 
rescued more than 20, including a 
marabou stork, cattle egret, African 
sacred ibis, and a barn owl, who 
have all become companions over 
the years.

Lately, however, his passion has 
drawn criticism.

Nairobi city officials called 
on him to release his current 
companions after a video of him 
eating with them from the same 
plate raised fears of a health hazard.

Magutha dismissed the 
concerns.

“I’ve been living on the streets 
where we’ve been eating together, 
we’ve been sleeping together in the 
cold, but nothing ever happened to 
me,” he told AFP.

He also insisted that the birds 
are free to leave whenever they are 
ready.

“The mission started for me to 
rescue them, to give them a safe 
space where they can stay without 
any disturbance, where they can 
feel free,” he said.

“When they are ready to be 
released, I release them.”

But health officials are 
concerned, with the Kenya Medical 
Research Institute warning that 
prolonged contact with wild animals 
is restricted due to the disease risk.

Magutha said he should instead 
be appreciated for his public service.

“I spread my awareness of con-
servation through entertainment,” 
he said.

“I am one of a kind in this 
country... We can show people that 
everything is possible... that humans 
can coexist with nature,” he added.

– AFP

Kenyan ‘Birdman’ is internet hit 
but worries health officials

Rodgers Oloo Magutha, 28, popularly known as Nairobi Birdman, 
caresses some of the wild birds under his care before feeding 
them at his one-room apartment in Kayole, a low-income 
neighbourhood on the outskirts of Nairobi, last Saturday. – AFP 

ROME – US actor, director 
and producer George Clooney will 
receive a lifetime achievement 
award at this year’s Venice 
film festival, organisers said on 
Monday.

Clooney, 65, called the award 
“a tremendous honour”.

“It also probably means I’m 
old, but I’ll take it,” he said in a 
statement released by the annual 
festival.

This year’s edition will run 
between September 2 and 12 and 
the jury will be led by US actress 

Maggie Gyllenhaal.
Clooney, who is also known 

for his political activism and 
humanitarian work, is a regular at 
the gathering on the Venice Lido.

Clooney’s breakthrough role 
was in the medical drama “ER”. 
He has since starred in dozens 
of films, including “Syriana” for 
which he won an Oscar for best 
supporting actor.

Venice festival director 
Alberto Barbera called Clooney 
“a complete and charismatic artist, 
impassioned and original”. – AFP

Clooney to get lifetime award 
at Venice film festival

A young boy reaches 
out to touch one 
of the birds living 
with Rodgers Oloo 
Magutha as he 
walks along a street 
carrying some of 
the wild birds under 
his care in Kayole, 
a low-income 
neighbourhood on the 
outskirts of Nairobi, 
last Saturday.    – AFP 

Rodgers Oloo Magutha records a video for his social media 
accounts while surrounded by some of the wild birds under his 
care as he feeds them at his one-room apartment in Kenya’s 
capital Nairobi last Saturday.            – AFP 

British-US film director Christopher 
Nolan (left) and British film producer 
Emma Thomas pose on the red carpet 
upon arrival for the world premiere 
of the film ‘The Odyssey’ in London 
on Monday. “The Odyssey” is a 2026 
epic fantasy action film written and 
directed by Nolan. An adaptation 
of Homer’s ancient Greek epic the 
Odyssey, the film stars Matt Damon 
as Odysseus, the Greek king of 
Ithaca, and chronicles his long and 
perilous journey home after the Trojan 
War and his encounters with mythical 
beings as he attempts to reunite with 
his wife, Penelope, portrayed by Anne 
Hathaway. Nolan and his wife Emma 
Thomas produced the film.         – AFP 
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Belgium fans celebrate 

their team’s win in 

the 2026 World Cup 

Round of 16 match 

against USA at Joxer 

Daly’s in Culver City, 

California on Monday. 

– AFP
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Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo talks to his teammate 

midfielder Bernardo Silva (front) after their team conceded Spain’s 
first goal during the 2026 World Cup Round of 16 match between 
Portugal and Spain at the Dallas Stadium in Arlington on Monday. 

– AFP

Romelu Lukaku of Belgium celebrates scoring during the Round 

of 16 match against the United States and Belgium at the 2026 

FIFA World Cup at Seattle Stadium in Seattle, on Monday. – Xinhua

Portugal supporters watch the 

Portugal versus Spain 2026 World 

Cup Round of 16 match played in 

Arlington, Texas, at the fan zone in 

Praça do Comercio in Lisbon on 

Monday.     – AFP

Spain’s fans watch the live 

broadcast of the Round of 16 match 

against Portugal at the 2026 FIFA 

World Cup in Madrid, Spain, on 

Monday.   – Xinhua

Fans react while watching the 2026 

World Cup Round of 16 match 

between USA and Belgium at the 

Pasadena Civic Auditorium Plaza 

fan zone in Pasadena, California, on 

Monday.                             – AFP
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