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Iran’s new leader absent as other 
sons pay respects to Khamenei

Three of late Iranian supreme leader Ali Khamenei’s sons 
made a rare public appearance at his funeral yesterday but 
there was still no sign of his successor and other son, Mojtaba 
Khamenei.                                –  Story on p. 10

White supremacist march in DC 
just ‘messy’ democracy: US o!cial

A top US official yesterday shrugged off a July Fourth 
parade by masked white supremacists in Washington as an 
example of “messy” democracy that fell under the banner 
of constitutionally protected free speech.      – Story on p. 11

Venezuela quake death toll rises 
to nearly 3,000

Venezuela’s devastating twin earthquakes killed nearly 
3,000, updated official figures showed on Saturday, as inter-
national rescue teams began winding down search operations 
for survivors in the rubble of the disaster.    – Story on p. 12 

Ida Cheong
The influenza positivity rate among 

patients with fever and respiratory 
symptoms reached 15 percent between 
June 21 and 27, hovering on the edge 
of the warning threshold, while the 
COVID-19 positivity rate hit 25 percent 
during the same period, entering a high-
risk level, Health Bureau (SSM) Director 
Alvis Lo Iek Long said yesterday.

Dr Lo made the remarks on the 
sidelines of the opening ceremony 
for the “Student Health Ambassador 
Training” programme at Fu Luen School 
in the Areia Preta district.

“Fu Luen” is the short form for the 
Women’s General Association of Macau. 

Considering the rising infection 
rates, Dr Lo urged residents experiencing 
respiratory symptoms such as a fever or 
cough to wear masks when entering or 
leaving public venues to reduce virus 

transmission. He also advised them to 
seek medical attention promptly, get 
ample rest at home, and maintain routine 
daily health management. Furthermore, 
vulnerable groups, including the elderly 
and children, are encouraged to get 
vaccinated again COVID-19.

As the summer holidays mark a 
peak period for outbound travel, the 
bureau reminded residents to conduct 
health assessments before departure, 
get vaccinated against COVID-19 if 
required, and maintain strict personal 
and environmental hygiene throughout 
their trips to lower infection risks.

For those travelling to Southeast 
Asian countries, Dr Lo advised travellers 
to carry insect repellent at all times and 
take robust anti-mosquito precautions 
to avoid contracting dengue fever or 
chikungunya fever. Upon returning to 
Macau, travellers should closely monitor 

their health and seek immediate medical 
care if symptoms such as a fever, rash, or 
joint pain occur, he said.

Concurrently, the Health Bureau has 
served nearly 100,000 residents over the 
past six months through community ser-
vices such as its “Health and Wellness 
Station” and “Healthy Community” con-
sultation stations, Dr Lo said, adding that 
these screenings successfully identified 
more than 1,900 new cases of hyperten-
sion and over 300 new cases of diabetes.

He suggested that adults aged 18 
and older should check their blood 
pressure annually for the early detection 
of hypertension, while individuals aged 
40 and above should screen their blood 
glucose and lipid levels every three 
years to detect chronic diseases early.

Macau was severely affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic between early 
2020 and late 2022. 

COVID-19 positivity rate reaches 
high-risk level: Health Bureau chief 

Health Bureau (SSM) Director Alvis Lo Iek Long talks to reporters 
on the sidelines of the opening ceremony for the “Student Health 
Ambassador Training “ programme at Fu Luen School in Areia Preta 
yesterday.               – Photo: Ida Cheong

YINCHUAN – China started the four-
team CFA Team China International Youth 
Football Tournament with a 3-0 win over 
Australia yesterday in front of more than 
26,000 home fans.

China U17 team struck early when Shuai 
Weihao capitalized on a goalkeeping error 
in the sixth minute after being set up by Xu 
Zhengpeng.

Australia responded with sustained 
pressure before halftime, but goalkeeper 
Jiang Chengen made several important 
saves to preserve China’s lead.

The hosts took control after the break 
with a more aggressive pressing game. Zhao 
Songyuan doubled the advantage in the 54th 
minute, heading home Xu’s cross following 
a corner, before Sun Chenxi sealed the 
victory with an 88th-minute goal.

Head coach Bin Ukishima said his side 
struggled to impose its pressing game in 
the opening half but responded well after 
tactical adjustments during the interval.

“The players executed our game plan 
much better in the second half,” he said. “Our 
pressing limited the opponent more effectively, 
and our defense created opportunities for 
smooth attacking transitions.”

The victory came against an Australia side 

featuring an almost entirely new squad since 
the teams last met in the AFC U17 Asian Cup 
semifinals, where China won 2-0 to qualify 
for the 2026 FIFA U-17 World Cup.

Ukishima said Australia’s revamped 

lineup made pre-match preparation more 
challenging, but added that his team focused 
on the opponent’s established style of play.

“I’m very happy with how well the 
players carried out our tactics,” he said.

Zhao praised the team’s resilience and 
cohesion despite changes to the squad since 
the Asian Cup.

“We stayed together when the game 
became difficult and didn’t allow them 
many clear chances,” Zhao said. “We still 
have areas to improve, but the understanding 
between different combinations of players 
has been very good.”

Australia coach Carl Veart said the result 
was disappointing but that the match provided 
valuable experience for his young squad, many 
of whom were playing together for the first time.

“It was a very good match and a great 
experience for our players,” Veart said. 
“Most of these boys have never played in 
front of such a big and passionate crowd.”

Veart said his team faded physically late in 
the game, leaving too much space defensively, 
but was satisfied with the overall performance.

“We’re trying to build depth in our squad 
and prepare for the U17 World Cup,” he 
said. “We’ll take a lot from this match, and 
I’m confident the players will improve over 
the next games.”

In Saturday’s opening match, Tanzania 
defeated Nigeria 3-2.

China will face Tanzania on Wednesday 
before taking on Nigeria on Saturday. – Xinhua

China U17 beats Australia for opening win at Yinchuan tournament

Players on China’s U-17 national team applaud fans after the CFA Team China International Youth 
Football Tournament Yinchuan 2026 match against Australia in Yinchuan, northwest China’s Ningxia 
Hui Autonomous Region, yesterday. China defeated Australia 3-0.                       – Xinhua



Commentary by Sam-Kee Cheng*

On Father’s Day weekend, I took 
my parents and some senior relatives to 
Chikan Ancient Town in Kaiping. Chikan 
is a centuries-old town located on the 
western edge of the Pearl River Delta. It is 
the ancestral hometown of many overseas 
Chinese who emigrated to the United States, 
Europe, and Southeast Asia in search of 
work. Many of the town’s beautiful heritage 
buildings, featuring a unique blend of 
Western and Chinese architectural styles, 
were constructed using remittances sent 
home by these emigrants.

It is wonderful to be able to stay in this 
ancient town, walking through historic 
buildings and enjoying live performances, 
all while benefiting from the convenience 
of modern infrastructure. This includes air-
conditioned hotels, accessible facilities, and 
excellent transport links – both outside the 
town (the high-speed train from Hong Kong 
to Kaiping South Station takes about two 
hours) and inside it (via vintage dang-dang 
trams, boats, and small shuttle cars).

Both the local government and the local 
population have invested heavily in this 
massive renovation project. While it feels 
somewhat like staying in a theme park, the 
vital difference is that this is no fairytale 
– these were real homes belonging to real 
people. Thousands of households vacated 
their properties so that visitors could come 
to learn about the blood, sweat, and tears 
behind them. The coordination and financial 
investment by the local government are 
equally significant. One only needs to look 
at the logistics required to resettle thousands 
of families and build the infrastructure 
necessary to support a visitor volume that 
reached over three million in 2025.

For the elderly, the history and 
performances – deeply rooted in the stories 

of early emigrants –resonated profoundly 
with their own life experiences. It evoked 
memories of the hardships of their youth and 
the stories they had heard from parents and 
friends. After watching Homeward Journey, a 
heart-wrenching show performed on a water 
stage, my aunt wiped away tears as she told 
me about relatives who had gone overseas. 
She recounted stories of families left broken 
because a father or brother never returned or 
lost contact, and how the women carried on, 
struggling to raise children alone. Many 
of these men and women relied on others 
to read and write letters for them due to 
illiteracy, a poignant reality also depicted 
in the popular Chinese drama Dear You.

The architecture in Chikan also 
reminded my relatives of the houses 
they once lived in back in Hong Kong. 
While those buildings looked grand 
from the outside, the interiors were 
divided among multiple households 
and were incredibly cramped. Back 
then, it was common for several 
families to share a single kitchen and 
bathroom, living in conditions rife 
with fire hazards and poor hygiene.

The fire and water shows, alongside 
the Red Wedding dance – based on the true 
story of Communist Party of China (CPC) 
members Zhou Wenyong and Chen Tiejun – 
were the highlights of the trip. That said, all of 
the eight or so performances I attended were 
excellent and not to be missed. The singing 
of “The Internationale” at the end of the Red 
Wedding show was a stirring experience that 
prompted reflection on China’s grand history 
of development through the lens of Chikan.

It is hard not to agree that thanks to the 
self-sacrifice of past generations, alongside 
the scientific analysis and practical tools 
for societal transformation developed under 
Marxism-Leninism, China has been able to 
regain its sovereignty, rid itself of a century 

of humiliation, and rebuild the nation. The 
success of Chikan is proof of this trajectory.

The Chikan project is part of the 
“Hundred, Thousand, and Ten Thousand 
Project” (Baiqianwan Gongcheng) launched 
by Guangdong Province, which aims to 
close the wealth gap between affluent 
urban areas and poorer rural regions. The 
initiative focuses on industrial development, 
urbanisation, and rural beautification. By 
making rural areas beautiful, modern, and 
sustainable, the province hopes to attract and 
retain talent. Thousands of jobs have already 
been created by the Chikan project, which 
is slated for further expansion. The hotel 
we stayed at only opened in 2025, yet it was 
nearly fully booked on a standard weekend.

With its immersive experience, rich 
history, and delicious, affordable local 
cuisine, Chikan is an ideal holiday destination. 
It is rare to find a destination that appeals 
to all generations while simultaneously 
encouraging visitors to reflect on their own 
family history and the country’s development 
path. The success of Chikan demonstrates 
that while technology and innovation are 
vital tools, the most important element of any 
project is building it upon values that strike a 
deep chord in people’s hearts. 

*Sam-Kee Cheng is a Research Assistant 
Professor at the University of Macau and 
an Associate Researcher at the University 
of Macau Advanced Research Institute in 
Hengqin (HUMRI).
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A Visit to Chikan Ancient 
Town in Kaiping

The Kaiping Hall qilou – the streets and 
arcade buildings are beautifully illuminated 
at night. Visitors can stroll and enjoy the 
night scenery following the outdoor evening 
show, Homeward Journey. Photo taken by 
Sam-Kee Cheng on June 20.

Panoramic view from Rong An Tower, the 
highest point of the ancient town (accessible 
via elevator). Photo taken by Sam-Kee Cheng 
on June 21.

performance at the Macau Cultural Centre, where children 
eagerly rushed onto the stage.

“In our first show, the children stormed the stage. We 
actually had to get security to stop the children from climbing 
onto the stage,” he said, adding that the company quickly 
adapted its approach after seeing the audience’s enthusiasm.

Reflecting on the outdoor performances, Wright said the final 
community showcase attracted the strongest turnout despite 
the weather. “I think today has been the most successful,” he 
noted. “It’s really lovely to see people outside, again, enjoying 
nature, despite the weather – better to be outside than inside.”

Wright said he believes dinosaurs continue to capture 
children’s imaginations regardless of where the shows are 
performed. “I think that worldwide, children just love dinosaurs 
and they love nature,” he said.

Highlighting China’s contribution to dinosaur research, 
Wright noted that the country has discovered more dinosaur 
species than Australia. “China has definitely found more 
dinosaurs than Australia,” he said, adding that more than 1,000 
dinosaur species have been identified worldwide and that new 
discoveries are made regularly.

When asked about a possible connection between dinosaurs 
and the Chinese dragon, Wright said there is no scientific 
evidence linking the two, but suggested they occupy similar 
places in the human imagination. “I think there’s some kind of 
memory that allows us to be able to think about dragons and 
dinosaurs in a very similar way,” he said.

Wright also said the company hopes to return to Macau one 
day after receiving such a warm welcome from local audiences. 
“We would love to come back,” he said, adding that he hopes to 
spend more time exploring the city on a future visit rather than 
only performing here. 

Puppets delight crowds at ‘Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo’ event in Nam Van 

Eventgoers interact with two of Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo 
puppets at Anim’Arte NAM VAN yesterday.

 – Photos: Khalel Vallo

Khalel Vallo
The Australian production “Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo” wrapped up its 

series of community pop-up performances yesterday, drawing enthusiastic 
crowds to Anim’Arte NAM VAN after a sold-out run at the Macau Cultural 
Centre (CCM) in Nape as part of the 3rd Macao International Children’s 
Arts Festival (MICAF).

The final outdoor showcase, organised under the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau’s (IC) “Culture City, Happy City” initiative, brought the production’s 
life-sized dinosaur puppets into the community, allowing children and 
families to interact with the prehistoric creatures up close.

Speaking to the Post on the sidelines of the outdoor event yesterday 
evening, Erth Visual & Physical Inc. Artistic Director Scott Wright said the 
production had received an ‘overwhelming response’ in Macau.

“All of the shows sold out. So, there have been as many people as 
possible able to see the show. The response has been pretty amazing,” 
Wright said, adding that he recalled the excitement during the opening 



Rui Pastorin 
The Cultural Affairs Bureau’s (IC) 

“Where Culture Flourishes, Happiness 
Happens” – “Mobile Library” Outreach 
Services programme is continuing to 
welcome members of the public to discover 
and take part in the joy of reading, with 
its mobile library continuing to visit local 
districts from this month through September. 

From the peninsula to Taipa and Coloane, 
the city’s districts will see the Mobile 
Library parked at certain points mainly 
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., according to a 
statement from the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) on Friday. The public library website 
meanwhile highlighted that the ‘Mobile 
Library’ will have eight sessions per month, 
with no registration required.  

“The ‘Mobile Library’ outreach 
services bring library resources and diverse 
reading activities to outdoor community 
spaces, spreading a reading atmosphere 
throughout the community and injecting 
the city with cultural vitality”, the bureau 
pointed out in the statement. 

Activities on offer are suitable for all 
ages and include on-site book reading, 
library card registration and “Story World” 
storytelling sessions. 

The statement highlighted that certain 
sessions towards the end of August will 
be held as part of the ongoing “3rd Macao 
International Children’s Arts Festival”, 
which recently kicked off and has a variety 

of events slated for its programme. 
The detailed list of parking locations, 

including those that were newly added, 
and the respective timetables can be found 
on https://www.library.gov.mo/en/. 
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Armindo Neves
The Macau Carers Association held 

its 10th-anniversary celebrations and 
an awards ceremony for carers at the 
Macau General Union of Neighbourhood 
Associations (UGAMM), commonly 
known as Kai Fong, headquarters in the 
Toi San district on Saturday.

Lam In Nie, president of the 
association, said in a speech that since 
its establishment in 2016, the association 
has supported carers through three key 
areas: empowering them with knowledge, 
listening and offering companionship, and 
providing care to lighten their burden.

The association runs courses to teach 
caregiving skills, operates a helpline to 
listen to carers’ concerns, and provides 
assistive devices to reduce physical strain, 
she said. Lam emphasised that carers 
are the mainstay of their families and 
must take care of themselves before they 
can look after others. She noted that the 
association will continue to serve as a solid 
pillar of support, working to raise societal 
recognition of the professional value of 
carers. Lam also called on all sectors of 
the community to work together to protect 

the dignity of the elderly and build a more 
comprehensive support system for carers.

The event also featured a presentation 
by UGAMM’s Macau Assistive 
Technology Resources Centre on assistive 
devices. A representative from the centre 
introduced two exoskeleton walking 
aids* that will be available for rent this 
month. She said that elderly people with 
insufficient lower limb strength can use 
these devices to assist with walking and 
to train their leg muscles, adding that 
those who wish to purchase such devices 
can contact the manufacturer through the 
centre.

Speaking to the Post on the sidelines of 
the event, Lam pointed out that Thursday’s 
shocking incident reflects the immense 
pressure experienced by both carers and 
those in their care, and that civil society 
needs to strengthen family communication 
and emotional support. Lam added that 
Macau’s welfare provisions for the 
elderly are comprehensive; the key lies 
in teaching families how to make good 
use of available resources. She suggested 
fostering a culture of respect for the 
elderly from an early age, emphasising 

that “family support is very important”. 
Lam also noted that many elderly people 
lack family care, and that society ought to 
reinforce the message that family members 
should look after and care for their elders.

According to a report by the Post, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested a 42-year-old 
local man on Thursday for encouraging his 
father, who suffers from a chronic illness 
and depression, to commit suicide and for 
providing him with disinfectant to drink.

Hoi Choi Han, director of UGAMM’s 
“Centro de Cuidados Especiais Rejuve-
nescer” (“Rejuvenate Special Care Cen-
tre”), told the Post that some of Macau’s 
social services organisations offer support 
services such as day care, home care and 
in-home assistance. Carers should take the 
initiative to seek help and connect commu-
nity resources to their families, she said.

Hoi urged families in need to seek 
assistance proactively, adding that social 
service organisations will provide the 
necessary support. 

*An exoskeleton walking aid is a wear-
able, mobile robotic device designed to 
assist, augment, or restore physical move-
ment and walking capabilities. – Gemini 

Social services sector calls for 
attention to carers’ stress

Macau General Union of Neighbourhood Associations (UGAMM) 
Rejuvenate Special Care Centre Director Hoi Choi Han poses at the 
UGAMM headquarters on Saturday.

Macau Carers Association President Lam In Nie addresses Saturday’s 
awards ceremony at the Kai Fong headquarters in Toi San district. 

– Photos: Armindo Neves

By Ida Cheong
The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) has announced 

that it is continuously expanding its “Digital Skills 
Upgrading and Certification Programme.”

The initiative features courses such as AI 
engineer certification, AI-assisted graphic design, 
and the foundations of AI business applications. 
It aims to align with the local government’s “1+4” 
appropriate economic diversification strategy while 
addressing the needs of digital industry development 
and corporate transformation.

The bureau noted that most of the courses are 
completely free, encouraging residents to enrol based 
on their personal circumstances and career plans. It 
added that over 40 AI-related courses have already 
been organised, drawing more than 800 participants.

DSAL Director Chan Un Tong made the remarks 
in response to a written interpellation submitted by 
directly elected lawmaker Leong Pou U in early April. 
Chan issued the reply in early May, a copy of which 
was sent by Leong’s office to the media on Saturday.

In the written interpellation, Leong asked the 
government how it plans to strengthen residents’ 
training in artificial intelligence to adapt to shifting 
employment market demands, particularly for 
middle-aged and elderly demographics.

The bureau replied to Leong that in order to 
address the growing AI trend and help middle-
aged and elderly residents upgrade their workplace 
skills, the Labour Affairs Bureau launched the 
“Silver Learners’ Wisdom Class: Introduction to AI 
Applications” earlier this year. The class aims to help 
older residents master AI application skills for both 
daily life and work, ultimately boosting their skill 
development and employment prospects.

Regarding the integration of AI skills into the 
“Continuing Education Development Programme” 
(PDAC), the Education and Youth Development 
Bureau (DSEDJ) noted in the joint response that given 
the recent surge in AI technology, it is encouraging 
participating institutions to provide a wider variety 
of courses in relevant fields. The bureau has also 
incorporated professional certification examinations 
in information technology (IT) into the programme 
to help residents improve their AI literacy.

Additionally, the Macao Science Centre (MSC) 
launched its “AI General Education for the Whole 
Society” scheme last year. Partnering with the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS), the scheme hosts exclusive 
activities designed to help senior residents understand 
practical smart tools, while also introducing advanced 
courses tailored for working professionals that cover 
AI skill certification and workplace application 
training, according to Chan.

Chan also noted that the “Professional Certifica-
tion Incentive Scheme for Talent Development in 
Information Technology” added several new profes-
sional certifications last year. These include “Genera-
tive AI Application Engineer (Advanced)”, the “CISP 
(Certified Information Security Professional) Series”, 
and the “NSATP (National Certified Cybersecurity 
Defence Professional) Series”.

Furthermore, Chan added that the government’s 
Talents Development Committee will optimise the 
next phase of the scheme based on society’s evolving 
needs and the programme’s overall effectiveness. 

Labour A!airs Bureau 
upgrades AI courses to 

cert programme

This undated handout photo provided by lawmaker Leong 
Pou U’s office to the media on Saturday shows him 
addressing a plenary session of the legislature. This undated handout photo taken and provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) shows 

participants reading at one of the stops of the Mobile Library.

‘Mobile Library’ to continue district visits 
through September
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Interview by William Chan

The Macau Band Directors Association (MBDA) will 
present the Phone Show on July 22 at the Macau Cultural 
Centre (CCM) Small Auditorium. Performed primarily by 
a saxophone ensemble, this year’s edition marks a major 
milestone for the local music community, featuring Dutch 
saxophonist Arno Bornkamp.

Known for blending lyricism with energetic 
interpretations, Bornkamp’s participation highlights the 
development of the event. For conductor Hugo Loi (呂
瀚章), inviting Bornkamp reflects the ongoing growth of 
Macau’s classical music scene.

According to Loi, this year’s performance focuses on 
the theme of “Celebration”, bridging the ensemble’s history 
with new musical directions.

“The repertoire this year reflects a connection between 
our past and present”, Loi noted. “I selected several pieces 
from our programmes over the last ten years that hold 
special meaning for us”.

Among these retrospective highlights is Ennio 
Morricone’s Cinema Paradiso, specially arranged for the 
saxophone ensemble by Ip Kim Kuok. The concert will 
also debut new arrangements, including Bliss by Dutch 
composer Douwe Eisenga, who participated in last year’s 
Phone Show and reworked the piece specifically for this 

anniversary. Additionally, Loi and Bornkamp will perform 
a duet titled Cantos de euforia y nostalgia (Songs of 
euphoria and nostalgia), arranged by Spanish composer 
Manuel Bonino Medina.

A major highlight of the evening will be Jacob Ter 
Veldhuis’s Tallahatchie Saxophone Concerto*, which 
features Bornkamp performing alongside the local 
ensemble. Loi underlined that this challenging work is a 
must-hear for local music lovers.

Overcoming challenges and looking 
forward

Reflecting on the past decade, Loi noted that 
maintaining the ensemble’s high performance standards 
has been both a core challenge and a primary goal.

“The greatest challenge has been the difficulty of the 
pieces and the formats we present,” Loi said. “We have 
performed many orchestral adaptations that demand 
high technical precision, which is always a significant 
test for our players.”

Loi expressed gratitude to the MBDA for providing 
consistent support. He also thanked the dedicated 
ensemble members, many of whom have stayed with 
the project since 2016. Looking towards the next 10 
years, Loi hopes the ensemble will continue to collaborate 
with diverse musicians and explore new artistic formats.

Witness to growth
For ensemble member Cynthia Chan Lok Si, the Phone 

Show tracks her own journey as a musician. Chan has 
participated in the concert series since its first edition in 
2016.

“The Phone Show was an important turning point in my 
instrumental career,” Chan said. “To have a stable group to 
perform and socialise with through music is valuable, and 
playing once a year has become a tradition.”

Over the past decade, Chan has seen the group develop. 
In 2016, the ensemble comprised mostly students including 
herself, but now over half the players are adults, with many 
pursuing professional careers as saxophone players. The 
playing level of the group has substantially improved since 
the early days, leading to a stronger musical connection 
among members.

“In the beginning, it was an opportunity to meet new 
friends and improve my technique,” Chan said. “Now, it 
gives us the opportunity to hang out and reconnect with 
old friends. It represents each stage of my life,” she said. 
As a musician myself, I am equally aware how rare it is 
in Macau to have a group of people and an event witness 
one’s musical growth over ten years or more.

Chan also noted that the Phone Show regularly invites 
international guests to perform and host masterclasses for 
local players. Because a dedicated saxophone ensemble 
is rare globally, the group has also had the opportunity to 
debut original pieces written specifically for this format by 
contemporary composers.

Audiences will have two opportunities to attend the 
performance of Arno Bornkamp at the Macau Cultural 
Centre Small Auditorium. The programme begins with an 
Arno Bornkamp Recital on July 21 at 7:45 p.m., followed 
by the main “Phone Show” Concert the next evening, July 
22, also at 7:45 p.m. Tickets for both events are priced at 
300 patacas, with various discounts available. To see the 
full repertoire, visit www.ccm.gov.mo/othershow/75918

* The composer has noted that the word “Tallahatchie” 
– a Native American (Choctaw) word meaning “river of 
rocks” – occurred to him spontaneously while writing the 
piece. He quickly adopted it as the central metaphor for 
the concerto:  The river represents the relentless forward 
flow of time.  The rocks represent happenings, events, or 
obstacles encountered along the journey.  – Gemini  

A collage of moments (rehearsal, group pose, and live 

performance) featuring the Macau Band Directors Association 

saxophone ensemble from the inaugural “Phone Show” in 2016. 

File photo of Hugo Loi conducting – Photos provided by Loi

A decade of !"th: A decade of !"th: 
‘Ph#e Sh"’ ret$ns with ‘Ph#e Sh"’ ret$ns with 
Arno B%nkampArno B%nkamp
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Khalel Vallo
The Islands Healthcare Complex – Macao 

Medical Centre of Peking Union Medical 
College Hospital (PUMCH), colloquially 
known as Macao Union Hospital, has 
successfully performed Macau’s first 
robotic-assisted unicompartmental knee 
arthroplasty*, with the patient walking the 
day after surgery following a minimally 
invasive procedure, according to an English-

language statement by the hospital on Friday. 
In Cantonese, the hospital is generally 

known as “Hip Woh” (“Harmony”). 
The statement said that the operation 

was carried out using the Mako robotic 
orthopaedic system**, which enables 
highly precise joint replacement surgery. 
Unlike traditional total knee replacement, 
unicompartmental knee arthroplasty replaces 
only the damaged compartment of the knee 

while preserving healthy cartilage, bone 
tissue, and the patient’s anterior and posterior 
cruciate ligaments, the statement noted. 

Before surgery, the medical team used 
CT imaging (computed tomography) to 
create a 3D model of the patient’s knee, 
allowing surgeons to accurately plan the 
implant’s position and angle, the statement 
said, highlighting that during the operation, 
the robotic arm performed bone cutting with 
sub-millimetre precision within designated 
safety boundaries while using tactile 
feedback technology to minimise the risk 
of damaging surrounding blood vessels and 
nerves. 

The patient, an elderly individual who 
had suffered from chronic pain on the inner 
side of the knee and experienced difficulty 
climbing stairs despite conservative 
treatment, recovered quickly after the 
procedure, the statement underlined. 

According to the statement, the patient 
was able to stand and walk short distances 
with the assistance of a walker the 
following day, while post-operative pain 
was significantly lower than expected. The 
statement said that preserving the knee’s 
natural ligaments helps maintain the joint’s 
biomechanics, stability and range of motion, 

resulting in a more natural feeling after 
surgery and potentially improving long-term 
mobility and quality of life.

The hospital said that it plans to further 
expand the use of the Mako robotic system 
to provide more personalised and precise 
treatment for patients with knee disorders, 
supporting the development of minimally 
invasive and smart orthopaedic care in 
Macau, the statement noted. 

*A unicompartmental knee arthroplasty 
(also known as a partial knee replacement) 
is a surgical procedure where only one 
damaged compartment or side of the knee 
joint is resurfaced with artificial implants, 
rather than replacing the entire joint. It 
is typically performed to treat localised 
osteoarthritis while preserving the healthy 
bone, cartilage, and ligaments in the rest of 
the knee. - Gemini

**The Mako robotic orthopaedic system 
is a surgeon-controlled robotic arm used 
to increase precision during total hip, total 
knee, and partial knee replacements. It 
utilises a 3D CT scan of the patient’s specific 
anatomy to create a personalised surgical 
plan and establishes virtual boundaries that 
prevent the surgeon from cutting outside the 
designated target area. - Gemini

Macao Union Hospital performs city’s !rst robotic-
assisted partial knee replacement 

This undated handout photo provided by the Macao Union Hospital  – colloquially known as “Hip Woh” 

– shows its Mako orthopaedic robot system.

Rui Pastorin
On Saturday in the peninsula’s Barra 

district, the “Macao District Lifestyle Festival 
2026: World Cup Series” kicked off its around 
two-week run at Navy Yard No.1 & 2 and its 
outdoor area.

Hopping off the bus at A-Ma (Ma Kok) 
Temple, one is immediately directed to 
the ongoing free-admission World Cup-
themed event, where a variety of activities 
are provided for anyone – football fans 
included.

Visitors will be able to shop at one of 

the stalls set up around the venue, offering 
everything from jerseys and streetwear to 
small handwoven items to leather goods and 
perfume. Snacks and coffee, among other 
beverages, are also available.

Beyond that are activities for eventgoers 
and their families, all spread throughout 
the venue. These include “Goal Challenge” 
games and a mini outdoor football pitch. Also 
exhibited are a variety of football jerseys, while 
one area also sees memorabilia from former 
Macau footballer Domingos Chan Tat Sun.

According to its themed website, dance 

shows and skateboarding events, freestyle 
football acts and pet parades are also among 
the scheduled highlights.

The daily event, which runs until the day 
of the World Cup Final on July 19, is organised 
by the General Union of Neighbourhood 
Associations* of Macau and its District 
Development Centre. It is held in conjunction 
with German multinational athletic apparel 
and footwear corporation Adidas.

Aside from the Barra district, the festival 
is also being held at the Iec Long Firecracker 
Factory in Taipa and the Lai Chi Vun 

Shipyards in Coloane.
The Barra district hosts the event daily 

from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., while the 
event at the erstwhile Iec Long Firecracker 
Factory takes place from Fridays to Sundays 
from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. during its run. 
The concurrent festival at the Lai Chi Vun 
Shipyards, meanwhile, takes place from 
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the weekend.

For more details, one can visit https://
ddcmacao.com/en/.

*The association is widely known as Kai 
Fong in Cantonese. 

‘World Cup’ event launches in Barra, runs to July 19

Festivalgoers explore at the ongoing Macao District Lifestyle Festival 2026: World Cup Series at the Barra district.  – Photos: Rui Pastorin



Tony Wong
The Macau government has announced 

its decision to launch the Light Rapid Transit 
(LRT) East Line Extension project as soon as 
possible, while accelerating the planning and 
design of the LRT South Line.

The government has also decided to 
continue gathering public opinion more 
extensively on its proposed Seac Pai Van 
Extension before launching the project – a 
shift from its original proposal to designate 
the line as a short-term project.

The decisions follow the government’s 
assessment of public feedback collected earlier 
this year regarding its LRT expansion plan.

Circular network 
On Friday, the Public Works Bureau 

(DSOP) held a press conference to announce 
the findings of its assessment of public 
feedback gathered earlier this year. The 
consultation concerned plans to expand the 
city’s LRT network across the short, medium, 
and long term. The expansion comprises six 
new lines which, together with existing lines, 
will form a circular LRT network.

The government’s LRT expansion plan is 
officially known as the “Strategic Study for 
the Development of the Macau Light Rapid 
Transit”. The public consultation period ran 
from January 23 to February 28. 

6 new lines 
The LRT expansion plan released earlier 

this year proposes six new lines:
Short term: East Line Extension and Seac 

Pai Van Extension.
Medium term: South Line, and the section 

of the West Line between the Qingmao 
pedestrian border checkpoint and the Fai Chi 
Kei waterfront.

Long term: The remaining section of 
the West Line (between the Fai Chi Kei 
waterfront and Barra), the Taipa North Line, 
and the Taipa Central Line.

The full version of the plan, available in 
Chinese and Portuguese, can be downloaded 
from its dedicated website (https://www.dsop.
gov.mo/public/event/lrt2026/).

Existing network
Macau’s LRT system currently comprises 

three operational lines: the Taipa Line, the 
Seac Pai Van Line, and the Hengqin Line. The 
Taipa Line serves Taipa and Cotai, with an 
extended section connecting to the peninsula’s 
Barra Station through the lower enclosed deck 
of the Macau-Taipa Sai Van Bridge.

The Seac Pai Van Line connects the Taipa 
Line’s Cotai section with Coloane’s sprawling 
Seac Pai Van public housing neighbourhood, 
while the Hengqin Line connects the Cotai 
section with the Macau-side zone of the 
Hengqin joint checkpoint.

Currently, the only ongoing LRT 
construction is the East Line project, which 
connects the Barrier Gate checkpoint at the 
peninsula’s northern tip to the Taipa Ferry 

Terminal via the Zone A and Zone E1 land 
reclamation areas. The East Line will cross 
the sea between Zone A and Zone E1 through 
an undersea tunnel. It is scheduled to come 
into service in 2029.

Proposed route details
According to the LRT expansion plan, the 

proposed East Line Extension would run from 
the Barrier Gate checkpoint to the Qingmao 
checkpoint, where the proposed West Line 
would begin. This means the East Line 
Extension and the West Line would connect 
at Qingmao Station.

The East Line Extension would also 
feature a spur line running to a future sports 
park, located on the plot of land currently 
occupied by the now-defunct greyhound 
racetrack (Yat Yuen Canidrome). The entire 
1.5-kilometre East Line Extension will be 
built underground.

The 2.1-kilometre-long Seac Pai Van 
Extension would run between Coloane’s Seac 
Pai Van public housing neighbourhood and 
Coloane Village. Two intermediate stations 
would be set up: one near the Giant Panda 
Pavilion in Seac Pai Van Park, and another 
near the Lai Chi Vun shipyards area. This 
entire extension would be an elevated line.

The proposed South Line would run 
from the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge 
(HZMB) Macau checkpoint to the future 
ES5 station in the southern area of Zone A (a 
station on the ongoing LRT East Line project). 
From there, it would run to Nape, featuring 
two stations (one near the waterfront Kun Iam 
statue and another near Avenida 24 de Junho), 
before continuing to the Nam Van Lake district 
with a station near Plot A9. It would then head 
to the Sai Van district with a station near Macau 
Tower, before finally arriving at Barra.

Plot A9 is an undeveloped waterfront site 
situated between AIA Tower and the Nam 
Van Peninsula residential building. Most of 
the 7.7-kilometre-long South Line would be 
built underground and underwater, though the 

section on the HZMB man-made island will 
be elevated.

The proposed West Line would run from 
the Qingmao checkpoint to the Fai Chi Kei 
waterfront, and then along the Inner Harbour 
to Barra. The 3.7-kilometre line would be 
built underground and underwater along the 
Inner Harbour, with stations in the Patane 
district, near Avenida de Almeida Ribeiro (the 
city’s main thoroughfare, commonly known 
as San Ma Lou in Cantonese), and near the 
Praia do Manduco neighbourhood (known as 
Ha Van in Cantonese).

The proposed Taipa North Line would 
run from the future ES6 station in Zone E1 
(a station on the ongoing LRT East Line 
project, to be known as Pac On Station) to the 
future Zone D land reclamation area, onwards 
to the current Zone C land reclamation area 
(reclaimed but not yet developed), and finally 
to the existing Ocean Station near the Ocean 
Gardens residential neighbourhood. The 
3.9-kilometre line would be built underground 
and underwater.

The proposed Taipa Central Line would run 
from the future Zone D land reclamation area 
to near Estrada Almirante Marques Esparteiro 
in Taipa, through to Taipa Central Park, and 
connect to the existing Jockey Club Station on 
the Taipa Line. The 2.2-kilometre line would 
also be built underground and underwater.

Seac Pai Van Extension draws 
most attention

According to Friday’s press conference, 
the government received 805 opinions 
during the public consultation period, 772 
of which were classified as relevant to the 
LRT expansion plan and deemed valid for 
assessment.

Data from the press conference revealed 
public interest was distributed as follows:

Seac Pai Van Extension: 30 per cent of 
relevant opinions

South Line: 16 per cent
East Line Extension: 15 per cent

West Line: 15 per cent
Taipa Central Line: 13 per cent
Taipa North Line: 12 per cent
Some 92 per cent of all relevant opinions 

were classified as positive, with the remainder 
classified as negative. Compared to the 
other proposals, the Seac Pai Van Extension 
received the lowest proportion of positive 
feedback, accounting for 84 per cent of the 
total opinions raised for that specific line. By 
contrast, positive feedback accounted for 95 
per cent to 96 per cent of the opinions raised 
for each of the other five lines.

The negative feedback regarding the Seac 
Pai Van Extension primarily focused on:

The potentially adverse impact of the 
proposed elevated structures on the landscape 
and visual environment.

Construction and operational noise 
affecting residential households.

Potential ecological impacts.
Privacy and fire safety concerns due to 

the elevated tracks being located too close to 
residential buildings.

Addressing the media, DSOP Director 
Lam Wai Hou stated that after assessing 
public feedback alongside the city’s current 
infrastructure capabilities, the government is 
committed to launching the LRT East Line 
Extension project as soon as possible, while 
fast-tracking the planning and design of the 
LRT South Line.

Lam noted that the main LRT East Line is 
scheduled to open in 2029. He pointed out that 
because jurisdiction over the V-shaped area 
southeast of Zhuhai’s Gongbei checkpoint 
was transferred from Zhuhai to Macau in 
2024, the East Line Extension project can 
commence as soon as its final design is 
completed.

Lam added that the proposed South Line 
received widespread support, and current 
infrastructure conditions on the HZMB man-
made island make it feasible to launch the 
project in the short term. He stressed that space 
for an LRT station had already been reserved 
when the HZMB Macau checkpoint was built, 
and structural piles for the future station’s 
platform have already been completed.

When asked by reporters about the 
decision to delay the Seac Pai Van Extension 
until after the East Line Extension and South 
Line projects, Lam noted that the Seac Pai Van 
Extension drew the highest amount of public 
scrutiny and the largest share of negative 
feedback.

Lam clarified that should the Seac Pai Van 
Extension go ahead in the future, greater care 
will be needed to address community concerns 
regarding its design and route. Consequently, 
the government has decided to prioritise the 
East Line Extension and the South Line in the 
short term.

However, Lam emphasised that the 
government does not plan to shelve the Seac 
Pai Van Extension. Instead, more work will 
be carried out to gather public opinion more 
extensively before any construction begins. 
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This diagram released by the government in January shows the proposed South Line’s stations.This diagram released by the government in January shows the proposed South Line’s stations.

Govt to prioritise LRT East Line Extension, South Line

Public Works Bureau (DSOP) Director Lam Wai Hou (second from left) and other officials address Friday’s 
press conference at the Transport Bureau Building on Estrada de D. Maria II.                           – Photo: DSOP
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Armindo Neves
Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs announced in 

a statement yesterday that its officers seized 
methamphetamine, also known as meth or 
ice, and ketamine, also known as vitamin K, 
at the Gongbei checkpoint on June 18.

In the statement, customs officials 
identified the smuggler as a mainland 
Chinese man surnamed Zhang.

According to the statement, Zhang 
entered Zhuhai that evening through 
the “green channel” in the passenger 
inspection hall arriving from Macau, 
where he was stopped by customs officers. 
During questioning, officers noticed 
that Zhang appeared unusually nervous. 
Upon a physical search, they discovered 
a transparent plastic bag containing a 
white crystalline substance hidden inside a 
cigarette packet in his trouser pocket.

The substance was later identified as 
a mixture containing methamphetamine 
(commonly known as “ice”) and ketamine, 
with a net weight of 0.72 grammes.

Gongbei Customs reminded the public 
that regulated drugs include opium, 

heroin, methamphetamine (crystal meth), 
morphine, cannabis, cocaine, and other 
state-controlled narcotics and psychotropic 
substances that cause addiction. 
Regardless of the quantity involved, the 
smuggling, trafficking, transportation, or 
manufacturing of narcotics carries criminal 
liability and severe penalties.

Gongbei Customs seizes 26 
vascular stents at HZMB

Meanwhile, Gongbei Customs also 
announced on Saturday that its officers 
seized 26 vascular stents at the Zhuhai 
Port checkpoint of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macao Bridge (HZMB) on June 23.

According to the statement, customs 
officers conducting routine evening 
inspections flagged an anomaly in the X-ray 
image of a Hong Kong single-licence vehicle. 
Upon further inspection, officers discovered 
two bags containing a total of 26 boxes of 
medical devices on the front passenger seat.

The devices were identified as medical 
vascular stents*, which fall under Category 
III (higher-risk medical devices) of the 

Chinese mainland’s Medical Device 
Classification Standards. The driver 
was unable to provide any valid legal 
documentation, and the products lacked 
Chinese labelling or instruction manuals.

Gongbei Customs reminded the 
public that under the Regulations on the 
Supervision and Administration of Medical 
Devices, the Chinese mainland has 
implemented a strict registration system 
for Category III medical devices. Imported 
medical devices must be properly registered 
or filed, and must bear labels in the Chinese 
language and instruction manuals that 
comply with relevant regulations and 
mandatory standards. Devices lacking the 
required labelling, or those with manuals 
that fail to meet national requirements, are 
strictly prohibited from being imported. 

*A medical vascular stent is a small, 
expandable wire mesh tube inserted 
into a blood vessel to treat narrowing or 
blockage. Its primary purpose is to act as a 
scaffold, mechanically holding an artery or 
vein open to ensure adequate blood flow to 
vital organs and tissues. – Gemini

Gongbei Customs seizes meth and ketamine

This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs 

yesterday shows a plastic bag containing ketamine seized by its officers at 
Gongbei checkpoint.

This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs 

on Saturday shows 26 medical vascular stents seized by its officers at 
HZMB’s Zhuhai checkpoint.

Anlysis
BEIJING – Guided by a digital avatar, visi-

tors at the 2026 Global Digital Economy Con-
ference in Beijing stand before an intelligent 
diagnostic device to complete facial and ocu-
lar scanning. Within minutes, a personalized 
health report is generated, which once required 
in-person examinations conducted by tradi-
tional Chinese medicine (TCM) practitioners.

Zhou Chao, business manager at Guanwei 
Intelligent Technology (Beijing) Co., Ltd., 
the device’s developer, said the company 
leverages AI to digitize, standardize and 
modernize TCM diagnosis and treatment, 
enabling time-honored medical wisdom to 
benefit more people worldwide.

The intelligent diagnostic device is already 
available in over a dozen language versions, 
including English, Korean, Russian and Thai, 
and is expanding into overseas markets, Zhou 
added.

The technology was among the many 
innovative products and digital solutions 
displayed by global creators at the conference, 
held in Beijing from Thursday to yesterday. 
With a focus on addressing diverse human 
needs, many exhibits offered a preview of a 
people-centered future for the digital economy 
in China and across the world.

Another standout innovator, intelligent 
robotics firm Xiaoyubot, showcased its state-
of-the-art smart welding system at the event.

Inside the exhibition hall, a staff member 
marked a path across steel structures with a 
positioning pen and selected a welding procedure. 
A robotic arm instantly positioned itself and 
commenced automated welding operations.

According to the company, new operators 
can master the system in just three minutes. 
The technology can be widely applied in 
shipyards, steel-structure workshops and 
other industrial welding scenarios.

Beyond improving efficiency in shipbuilding 
and construction-component manufacturing, the 
system relieves workers from harsh operating 
conditions characterized by intense heat, glaring 
light and heavy toxic fumes.

“The ultimate value of embodied intelligence 
lies in serving the real economy,” said Qiao 
Zhongliang, Xiaoyubot’s founder and CEO.

Founded in 2023, the company has 
focused on industrial applications, particularly 
intelligent welding, a field with strong 
market demand. Xiaoyubot will continue to 
advance industrial embodied intelligence and 
contribute to the intelligent transformation of 
manufacturing, Qiao said.

As AI technologies advance rapidly, a 
growing number of Chinese demand-driven 
innovations are emerging, injecting fresh 
momentum into the global digital economy.

Across Beijing and many other Chinese 
cities, robot dogs and AI-powered travel 
photography services have become popular 
among children and young adults, reflecting 
the deepening integration of digital 
technologies into daily life.

Beyond China’s borders, ByteDance’s 
flagship product TikTok has expanded to 
more than 100 countries and regions, while 
Doubao’s overseas version, Dola, has become 
a widely discussed topic on international 
social media platforms.

Meanwhile, Zhipu AI has launched large-

model infrastructure projects in countries 
including Singapore, the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia, helping more 
overseas users access the convenience of 
AI-powered digital services.

“We are witnessing extraordinary 
breakthroughs in technology today, particularly 
in AI innovations,” said Joe Weinman, founder 
of the International Institute for Future Industries.

“China in general, and Beijing in 
particular, is leading the world in many of these 
technologies through a powerful combination 
of government support, academic excellence, 
entrepreneurial innovation and highly talented 
individuals. By bringing together data, 
algorithms, computing infrastructure and 
human talent, these new productive forces 
are creating highly capable yet affordable 
solutions that will benefit not only China but 
also the wider world,” he said.

According to Jiang Xiaojuan, professor at 
the University of Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, these breakthroughs stem from 
China’s innovation model, which prioritizes 
openness, sharing and serving people’s 
needs – principles that increasingly define the 
evolution of the digital economy in the AI era.

Unlike the manufacturing era, when 
companies often expanded overseas only after 
achieving scale at home, large AI models are 
inherently global from the outset, Jiang said.

Open-source AI models can rapidly narrow 
capability gaps among companies in different 
countries, significantly reducing the cost of 
cross-border innovation and collaboration 
while creating new opportunities for economic 
growth worldwide, she added.

China is accelerating the deployment of 
digital and intelligent technologies across its 
entire economic landscape.

The country’s 15th Five-Year Plan 
(2026-2030) calls for strengthening core 
digital economy industries and fostering 
internationally competitive digital industrial 
clusters. It also emphasizes leveraging digital 
technologies and data resources to enrich 
people’s lives and improve public well-being 
through deeper integration in education, 
healthcare, elderly care, culture and tourism, 
employment and consumption.

Facing complex global challenges such 
as data security, cross-border data flows and 
increasingly blurred technological boundaries, 
experts attending the conference called for the 
establishment of regular multilateral dialogue 
mechanisms and industrial cooperation 
channels to jointly build a secure and 
trustworthy digital future.

The 2026 Global Digital Economy Cities 
Report, released during the conference, 
identified people-centered digitalization, 
industrial collaboration, data openness, mutual 
recognition of standards, cybersecurity and 
alliance-based cooperation as key priorities 
for future digital economy partnerships. The 
report also called for continued efforts to 
foster a trustworthy, inclusive and sustainable 
environment for digital development.

“Whether it is the digital economy or AI, 
neither is an end in itself – they are all agents 
for promoting the sustainable development of 
humanity,” said Gong Ke, executive president of 
the Chinese Institute of New Generation Artificial 
Intelligence Development Strategies.     – Xinhua

BEIJING – Chinese and Russian navies will 
hold the “Joint Sea-2026” naval exercise this month 
in waters and airspace near the Chinese port city 
of Qingdao in Shandong Province, the Ministry of 
National Defense announced yesterday.

Following the exercise, some forces from 
both sides will conduct a joint maritime patrol in 
relevant areas of the Pacific Ocean, the ministry 
said in a statement.

As of yesterday, vessels from the Russian 
side taking part in the exercise had arrived at a 
military port in Qingdao, with the assembly of 
all participating forces completed, according to 
military sources.

Russia has deployed a guided-missile 
cruiser, a frigate, a submarine and a rescue ship 
for the exercise, while the Chinese participants 
primarily consist of forces from the Northern 
Theater Command Navy, including guided-
missile destroyers, a guided-missile frigate, a 
comprehensive supply ship, a rescue vessel and a 
submarine. Both sides will also deploy shipborne 
helicopters and marine units.

Focusing on joint response to maritime security 
threats, the exercise will be carried out in three 
phases – force assembly, planning at the harbor 
and at-sea operations. The two sides will conduct 
joint reconnaissance, air and missile defense, and 
maritime strike operations, among other training 
scenarios, at sea.

Personnel from the two sides will also hold 
professional exchanges and organize visits to 
relevant ships.

The ministry said the drill is part of the annual 
cooperation plan between the two militaries and is 
aimed at jointly responding to security challenges 
and safeguarding regional peace and stability. 

– Xinhua

As AI races ahead, China bets on a people-centered digital future

China, Russia to 
hold joint naval 

exercise, maritime 
patrol
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BANGKOK – A nurse in 
Thailand challenged Buddhist 
customs when she stepped in to 
treat the victims of a car accident 
that killed 10 monks.

An 11-year-old boy, who took 
his parents’ pickup truck without 
permission, ploughed at speed 
into a procession of 35 monks and 
five lay followers in northeastern 
Thailand on Thursday.

Minutes later Wiwat Laonoi 
stepped in to help, despite the 
Buddhist taboo in which women 
cannot touch monks and vice 
versa.

“People told me, ‘Wait, that’s 
a monk!’, but I said it doesn’t 
matter, right now, this is a patient,” 
she told AFP.

Wiwat, who has been a nurse 
for nearly four decades, said she 
was the first responder at the 
“massive” accident, adding that she 
had “never seen anything like it”.

“No other responders (had) 
arrived yet, it was just me,” the 
61-year-old said adding that she 
“had to stay clear-headed”.

Wiwat immediately checked 
pulses, performed CPR, and 
coordinated with the local 
hospital, moving from one victim 
to the next at speed.

Five monks died at the scene 
on Thursday, and another five 
died later in hospital. As of 
Friday, 10 other people were 

still hospitalised – two in critical 
condition and eight others with 
non-life-threatening injuries.

Wiwat was travelling with 
hospital employee Parichat 
Kochakueng at the time, who 
filmed her as she worked.

“It looked really scary, a lot 
of monks laying on the road,” 
Parichat said.

Wiwat is from Mukdahan 
province, where the accident 
happened, and hopes to keep 
volunteering in communities with 
limited medical care after her 
retirement coming up in September.

“As a Thai, as a nurse, I’m 
very proud, I got to use what I 
know to help my fellow human 
beings,” she said.   – AFP

This handout photo taken and released on Thursday by Parichat Kochakueng 

shows friend and nurse Wiwat Laonoi assisting injured Buddhist monks after 

a collision between their roadside procession and a pickup truck driven by an 

11-year-old, killing 10 monks and hospitalising 10 others, in the northeastern 

Thai province of Mukdahan.           – AFP

MANILA – Two passengers and 
the driver of a tricycle were killed, 
while three other passengers were 
seriously injured after the vehicle 
collided head-on with a sports utility 
vehicle in Sarangani province, 
southern Philippines, on Saturday, 
according to a local media report 
yesterday.

Local police said the tricycle was 
carrying six people at the time of the 
accident. Three victims were declared 
dead upon arrival by nearby physicians, 
and three injured tricycle riders are now 
being treated at a hospital.

The driver of the SUV turned 
himself in to the authorities who 
responded to the incident.    – Xinhua

MANILA – Philippine senator 
and key ally of Sara Duterte was 
charged with graft on Friday, the 
country’s ombudsman said, days 
before the vice president’s Senate 
impeachment trial is to begin.

The charges against Senator 
Rodante Marcoleta, tied to his alleged 
failure to declare US$1.2 million in 
unused election campaign funds, include 
“plunder”, a non-bailable offence which 
involves corruption of 50 million pesos 
(US$814,000) or more.

The decision to file charges was 
not “made lightly or by choice”, the 
ombudsman’s office said in a Friday 
statement.

“The evidence includes three cash 
donations totalling p75 million (US$1.2 
million), undeclared in the senator’s 
(statement of assets and liabilities) and 
campaign finance reports,” the statement 
said, adding Marcoleta had “publicly 
confirmed receiving the money”.

It was not immediately known if 
a warrant for the 72-year-old’s arrest 
had been issued.

Thousands of members of the Iglesia 
Ni Cristo church, a powerful Philippine 
sect with ties to the Duterte political 
dynasty, took to the streets to protest the 
looming charges on Tuesday, grinding 
traffic to a halt in the capital.

Church spokesman Edwil Zabala 
slammed the case against Marcoleta 
as “selective justice”.

Marcoleta is the second Duterte-
aligned senator to be charged in just 

over a month, with Jose “Jinggoy” 
Estrada jailed over his alleged role in a 
massive corruption scandal involving 
bogus flood control projects.

A third Duterte ally, Senator 
Ronald “Bato” Dela Rosa, is in hiding 
after narrowly escaping arrest on an 
International Criminal Court warrant 
over his role in the deadly drug war 
conducted by the vice president’s 
father, ex-president Rodrigo Duterte.

Whether their absence will have 
a bearing on the outcome of the 
impeachment trial is a matter of debate.

While the Philippine Constitution 
requires a guilty vote by “two-thirds 
of all the members” of the 24-seat 
Senate to convict, impeachment 
prosecutor Representative Gerville 
“Jinky” Luistro has argued the 
threshold should only include 
senators who take part in the trial.

“If a senator is in jail, in hiding, 
in hospital or abroad ... how are 
we going to consider them for the 
purpose of determining... the required 
number of votes?” she asked at a 
press conference last month.

The House of Representatives 
on May 11 impeached Duterte on 
allegations of graft, corruption, 
bribery and an alleged assassination 
plot against one-time ally President 
Ferdinand Marcos.

A guilty verdict in the Senate 
would see her removed as vice 
president and permanently banned 
from elected office.       – AFP

Kyoko Hasegawa
TOKYO – A Japanese space 

probe performed a flyby of a near-
Earth asteroid yesterday, in a test 
mission for technology that could 
help protect the planet from space 
rocks.

The fridge-sized Hayabusa2 
was due to fly within 800 metres of 
asteroid Torifune, Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) 
scientists said earlier, a trial run 
to see whether such a probe could 
deflect a potentially dangerous 
space rock away from Earth.

The mission comes after 
NASA deliberately smashed a 
spacecraft into the 160-metre-
wide Dimorphos asteroid in 2022, 
successfully altering its orbit 
around a larger space rock.

Moving at a speed of more 
than 18,000 kilometres per hour, 
Hayabusa2 was not intended to 
collide with Torifune.

Instead, scientists wanted 
to assess whether they could 
precisely control the trajectory of 
the probe, should it ever need to 
perform a deflection.

“At 6:35 p.m. [local time] ... 
Hayabusa2 conducted a flyby 
of Torifune and the spacecraft 
is working normally,” a JAXA 
spokeswoman told AFP, declining 
to give her name.

Online footage supplied 

by JAXA showed scientists 
applauding in a control room.

“I was nervous, I felt on edge 
the whole time... But I’m really 
glad we were able to see it through 
to the end,” one of the scientists 
told the JAXA broadcast.

If it is confirmed that the space 
probe indeed came within 800 
metres of Torifune, the mission 
would be one of closest flybys of 
a near-Earth asteroid ever.

“It’s as difficult as trying to shoot 
through a one-yen coin somewhere 
within the area stretching from 
Okinawa to Hokkaido,” Yuya 
Mimasu of JAXA said earlier, 
referring to Japan’s southernmost 
and northernmost islands.

Bare rock or sand?
Cameras on board Hayabusa2 

are also recording data from 
the asteroid’s surface including 
geographical features, its texture and 
temperature – vital information for a 
potential planetary defence mission.

“Is the surface consisting of 
bare rock, or cover(ed) by boulder 
fields or sand beaches? Only 
images taken by a spacecraft can 
reveal this information,” Patrick 
Michel, project scientist at the 
European Space Agency, told 
AFP prior to the flyby.

“If we want to deflect an 
asteroid by an impact, the 

response is not the same if the 
asteroid is behaving like a sponge 
or if it behaves like a very solid 
material,” he said.

The space probe’s mission is 
not based on any actual threat to 
Earth from an asteroid.

Launched in 2014, Hayabusa2 
has already thrilled scientists by 
landing on and gathering material 
from the asteroid Ryugu, some 300 
million kilometres from our planet.

Six years later, it returned 
to Earth precious samples from 
Ryugu – “dragon palace” in 
Japanese – providing scientists 
with clues about what the solar 
system was like at its birth some 
4.6 billion years ago.

After the Torifune mission, 
the space probe is expected to 
attempt in 2031 a “rendezvous” – a 
manoeuvre where it flies alongside 
or touches down on a space rock to 
gather detailed data – with another 
asteroid, called 1998KY26.

Even after the success of NASA’s 
Double Asteroid Redirection Test 
(DART), yesterday’s ambitious 
flyby is hugely worthwhile, 
European Space Agency scientist 
Michel said.

“Given the diversity of near-
Earth asteroids in terms of size, 
shape, surface and internal 
properties, each new image makes 
us better prepared.”  – AFP

Philippines’ Alexandra Eala reacts after beating Poland’s Iga Swiatek during their singles 

match at the 2026 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis and 

Croquet Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on Saturday.  Swiatek slipped to a 7-6 

(11/9), 6-2 defeat on Centre Court as 29th seed Eala reached the last 16 of a Grand Slam 

tournament for the first time.
Eala had already made history for the Philippines by becoming the first player from the 
Southeast Asian nation to reach the third round of a Grand Slam in the Open era.

“I’m really emotional and maybe for someone like Iga who has won so many Slams, or 

someone like Serena or Venus (Williams), this achievement might seem small,” Eala said.

“But for someone who grew up in the Philippines... I trained with my mother and my 

grandfather every day after school with ruffled socks and chubby cheeks... so this is 
everything.”                         – AFP

3 killed, 3 injured in road collision 
in S Philippines

Graft charges for pro-Duterte senator 
ahead of impeachment 

Thai nurse de!es Buddhist custom 
to save monks in deadly crash

Japanese space probe skims asteroid in test 
for planetary defence
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Kang Jin-kyu
SEOUL – North Korean leader Kim Jong 

Un oversaw weapons tests this week of the 
5,000-tonne destroyer Kang Kon, including 
cruise missile launches and “electronic warfare 
means”, state media reported yesterday.

The naval vessel was notably the one 
that tipped over last year during its launch 
ceremony, but later repaired.

The tests took place on Friday, the state-
run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) 
said, less than two weeks after another 
5,000-tonne destroyer, the Choe Hyon entered 
military service.

During that commissioning ceremony, Kim 
vowed to equip his navy with nuclear weapons 
and develop new 10,000-tonne warships.

After the weapons test on Friday, Kim 
“gave an instruction to complete the trial 
process of the destroyer in a responsible 
manner and commission it for the Navy 
within two months,” KCNA said.

A photo released by KCNA shows Kim, 
wearing a yellow hat, watching a weapons test 
from a coastal observation point, flanked by 
officials.

Another photo shows Kang Kon firing a missile 
at sea, with a plume of smoke rising from the launch.

While reiterating the need to strengthen the 
country’s “war deterrent”, Kim also pledged 
to demonstrate North Korea’s determination 
to possess “absolute power”, KCNA said.

The Kang Kon suffered a setback in 
May last year when it partially capsized 

after tipping into the water during its launch, 
damaging the vessel in full view of Kim.

He blamed the accident on “absolute 
carelessness” and “irresponsibility”, ordering 
that those responsible be held accountable.

Naval ambitions
Analysts said Kim’s instruction to 

commission the vessel within two months 
could be linked to a major political anniversary.

“Given North Korea’s political calendar, 
the most likely scenario is that the vessel 
will be commissioned to coincide with the 
78th anniversary of the country’s founding on 
September 9,” Hong Min of the Korea Institute 
for National Unification in Seoul told AFP.

Once deployed, the warship is likely to 
operate off the Korean peninsula’s eastern 
coast, he said.

“For the time being, the focus is likely 
to be on building proficiency in low-threat, 
nearshore operations.”

Pyongyang has repeatedly declared itself 
an “irreversible” nuclear state since a 2019 
summit between Kim and US counterpart 
Donald Trump in Hanoi collapsed over the 
scope of denuclearisation and sanctions relief.

North Korea remains technically at war 
with the South because the neighbours’ 
1950-53 conflict ended in an armistice rather 
than a peace treaty.

The South Korean navy runs more than 
10 ships over 5,000 tonnes compared to the 
North’s two.        – AFP

This picture taken on Friday and released by North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) via 
KNS yesterday shows North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (centre) reacting after observing performance tests 

of the main weapons systems of the destroyer Kang Kon at an undisclosed location in North Korea.      – -AFP

Paavan Mathema
KATHMANDU – One hundred days after 

taking power promising sweeping reform, 
Nepal’s 36-year-old rapper-turned-Prime Minister 
Balendra Shah has upended the government 
while remaining an elusive public figure.

The former mayor of Kathmandu, better 
known as “Balen”, reached the milestone yesterday 
and has moved quickly since taking office.

Just a day after he was sworn in, police arrested 
former prime minister KP Sharma Oli and his ex-
interior minister on the recommendation of an 
inquiry commission into the deadly September 
2025 uprising that toppled Oli.

The two have since been released without 
charge while investigations continue.

Observers say that first move set the tone 
for the government’s subsequent actions - fast 
and symbolically loaded but also often legally 
contested and executed with little patience for 
institutional processes.

Shah has kept an unusually low profile, 
preferring to communicate through social 
media and even delivering his victory speech 
as a rap song.

He has also avoided meetings with foreign 
envoys and relegated visits to neighbouring 
India and China, the traditional first stops of a 
Nepali prime minister, to his foreign minister.

“In three months, we know very little 
about the man we have elected as the prime 
minister,” said journalist Pranaya Rana. “He 
needs to open up.”

‘On an expressway’
Few predicted the scale of Shah’s landslide 

victory in the March 5 general election, 
the first vote since the youth-driven anti-
corruption protests toppled Oli’s government.

His rise was powered by the same public 
anger that drove young protesters onto the streets, 
fuelled by a lack of economic opportunities and 
corruption among the entrenched political elite.

The government launched a 100-point reform 
agenda covering governance, anti-corruption 
measures, service delivery and digitalisation.

About 70 measures have been 
implemented, with the rest underway, 
according to the government.

Shah said in a rare public address to a 
meeting of the ruling Rastriya Swatantra 
Party in June that his administration was “on 
an expressway” towards change.

“The brakes will only be applied when we 
reach our destination,” Shah said.

The government has presented a 2.1 trillion 
rupee (US$13.8 billion) spending plan focused 
on boosting infrastructure, technology, health and 
education, while pledging to stabilise the economy.

“The nation is standing at a decisive 
crossroad of comprehensive economic 
reform,” Minister of Finance Swarnim Wagle 
said as he presented the budget.

‘Stay vigilant’
Shah’s breakneck style has won admirers.
“First of all, it has changed the style of 

working – it started working from day one unlike 
previous governments,” said journalist Sudheer 
Sharma. “It seems to be action-orientated.”

But it also has fierce critics.
Oli’s communist party, the CPN-UML, 

said in a statement on Friday that the 
government’s work has been “very weak, 
immature and controversial”.

Shah’s government has pushed reform 
through ordinances to speed up change despite 
having the parliamentary majority needed to 
pass legislation.

Some worry the approach is undermining 
checks and balances.

“Work has been done, but the 
understanding of how it is to be done seems to 
be different,” said Anusha Khanal, a political 
researcher who also took part in the protests. 
“We have to stay vigilant.”

One ordinance allows the constitutional council 
– chaired by Shah – to make decisions, including 
judicial appointments, by a simple majority.

Discussions around constitutional 
amendments and restructuring Nepal’s federal 
system have triggered political backlash.

Yujan Rajbhandari, 23, who took part 
in the 2025 protests, told AFP that the 
government was born “from the womb of the 
movement” and must listen to its voice.

“We have a lot of hope with this 
government,” he said. “It is good that they are 
result-orientated, but if that result is not through 
a due process then it may not be sustainable.”

A bid to remove squatter settlements has 
also been highly criticised.

“The first 100 days is the time they have 
the most goodwill from everyone,” Rana said. 
“Now, the criticism may mount, even from 
the public.”        – AFP

COLOMBO – Authorities in Sri Lanka 
arrested a former navy commander on 
Friday over allegations he illegally helped 
secure the recruitment and overseas training 
of ex-president Mahinda Rajapaksa’s son.

Admiral of the Fleet Wasantha 
Karannagoda, 73, was taken into custody 
by the Bribery Commission over the 2006 
enlistment of Yoshitha Rajapaksa without 
the required qualifications.

Karannagoda was the navy commander 
when Sri Lanka’s decades-long Tamil 
separatist war ended in 2009. He was elevated 
to the rank of admiral of the fleet in 2019, and 
currently has no active role in the navy.

Yoshitha Rajapaksa, 38, is out on bail 
following his arrest last month in a related 
case in which he is accused of using public 
funds for training at Britain’s prestigious 
naval college in Dartmouth.

“The Admiral of the Fleet has committed 
the offence of corruption in the recruitment 
and training of Yoshitha Rajapaksa,” the 
Bribery Commission said in a statement.

Karannagoda also faces allegations of war 
crimes and was sanctioned by Britain in March 
2025 after being accused of serious human 
rights violations and extrajudicial killings.

He faces additional conspiracy to murder 

charges over the killing of 11 young men 
between 2008 and 2009.

Those charges were initially dropped in 
October 2021, when Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
younger brother Gotabaya was president, but 
they were later revived under the administration 
of President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, who 
came to power in September 2024 on a pledge 
to crack down on corruption and unsolved 
high-profile crimes.

Cases against the Rajapaksa family 
and their associates have gained renewed 
impetus since Dissanayake’s election.

Several Rajapaksa family members and 
close associates have been charged with a 
range of offences over the years, all of which 
remain pending before the courts.

Yoshitha Rajapaksa is also facing criminal 
prosecution after failing to explain the sources 
of income used to purchase a house while his 
father was in power from 2005 to 2015.

He told investigators that he raised 
money by selling gems given to him by his 
grandaunt, who could not recall how she had 
obtained the precious stones.

His uncle Gotabaya Rajapaksa was 
handed a foreign travel ban last month over 
his alleged links to the 2019 Easter Sunday 
bombings that killed 279 people.    – AFP

Helicopters with water bombs attempt to put out a fire at a smouldering landfill in Tangerang Regency 
of Banten Province, Indonesia yesterday.

The Indonesian government has warned all local governments to step up preparedness for potential 

fires at landfills amid forecasts of extreme weather conditions over the coming months, local media 
reported on Saturday.

This follows a blaze at a landfill in Tangerang regency, near the Indonesian capital city of Jakarta, 
which has remained burning for days.        – Xinhua

Kim oversees latest naval weapons tests

Nepal PM marks 100 days with fast 
change and few words

Sri Lanka arrests ex-navy chief 
on corruption charges
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Ramin Khanizadeh
TEHRAN – Three of late Iranian supreme 

leader Ali Khamenei’s sons made a rare public 
appearance at his funeral yesterday but there 
was still no sign of his successor and other 
son, Mojtaba Khamenei.

Crowds of thousands filled the Grand 
Mosalla religious complex in Tehran for the 
second day in a row to attend the funeral 
ceremonies of Khamenei and four family 
members killed on February 28 in Israeli 
airstrikes based on US intelligence.

As well as laying to rest the man who ruled 
the Islamic republic for over three-and-a-half 
decades, the funerals are a chance for the 
Iranian authorities to burnish their resilience 
after five weeks at war with Israel and the US.

Iran’s speaker of parliament and chief 
negotiator with the United States, Mohammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf, one of the most prominent 
faces of the post-Ali Khamenei era, hailed on 
X how the “proud and invincible nation of 
Islamic Iran unanimously” paid tribute to its 
“martyr”.

A funeral procession is planned for 
today in Tehran, followed by similar events 
in the clerical hub of Qom tomorrow and in 
Iraq’s holy cities of Najaf and Karbala on 
Wednesday, culminating in Khamenei’s burial 
in his hometown of Mashhad in northeastern 
Iran on Thursday.

The ceremonies yesterday were marked 
by the appearance of Ali Khamenei’s eldest 
son Mostafa and the two younger siblings 
Masoud and Meysam, all clerics.

‘Blessed end’
But their presence further highlighted 

the absence from the funeral ceremonies of 
Mojtaba Khamenei, who was named supreme 
leader shortly after his father’s killing but has 
yet to appear in public.

Officials have said he was wounded in 
the airstrikes but the severity of his injuries 
remains unclear. So far, Mojtaba Khamenei 
has only communicated through written 
statements amid speculation he is too badly 
wounded or too concerned over the risks of 
being targeted to emerge.

The remaining days of the funerals – in 
particular the burial on Thursday – will be 
closely watched to see if Mojtaba Khamenei 
appears in public.

The new commander of the powerful 
Revolutionary Guards, Ahmad Vahidi, whose 

predecessor was killed in the February 28 
strikes, appeared at the funerals for a second 
time yesterday, this time in the open air, after 
he went unseen throughout the war.

Esmail Qaani, the shadowy head of 
the Guards’ Quds Force – responsible 
for its foreign operations – also made a 
rare appearance, telling Iranian TV that 
Khamenei’s “blessed end” was fitting after a 
lifetime of “striving”.

While Iranian authorities have been keen 
to present a united front, none of President 
Masoud Pezeshkian’s surviving predecessors 
– Mohammad Khatami, Mahmood 
Ahmadinejad and Hassan Rouhani who all had 
tensions in their relationship with Khamenei – 
have so far been seen at the ceremonies.

‘Demand revenge’
With yesterday a public holiday across 

Iran, crowds thronged the vast religious 
complex, kept cool by a sprinkler system in 
temperatures of 35C and overlooked by a 
giant portrait of Ali Khamenei.

The Middle East war is on hold following 
a ceasefire and an initial accord struck with 
the US. But both Washington and Tehran 
have warned they are ready to resume military 
action, and vengeance has been a major theme 
at the funerals.

“The killers [of Khamenei] must face 
punishment,” a 38-year-old man who gave his 
surname as Miremadi told AFP as he attended 
the prayers.

“We’re here to show the world that we 
back our revolution and our leader, and we 
demand revenge for the blood of our loved 
ones,” added a 39-year-old woman who gave 
her surname as Bakand.

Khamenei long pursued a course of 
confrontation with the West, and Tehran for years 
has provided support to anti-US and anti-Israel 
armed groups around the Middle East, including 
Palestinian Hamas and Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
who both sent delegations to the ceremonies.

The visiting head of the Hamas political 
bureau, Mohammed Darwish, yesterday met 
Ghalibaf who told him “we do not have peace 
with America and will not recognise Israel”, 
state television said.

Iran’s army commander Amir Hatami 
meanwhile told state TV he had vowed to 
Mojtaba Khamenei that he “will not let go 
of the collar of those who killed” the new 
leader’s father.        – AFP

DAMASCUS – Syrian authorities 
have postponed the first meeting of the 
country’s new transitional parliament, 
days after announcing the inaugural 
session had been scheduled for today.

“The convening of the first session 
of the people’s assembly has been 
postponed to a date to be determined 
later,” state television reported yesterday, 
citing an electoral official and without 
specifying a reason.

Syria’s new authorities dissolved 
the country’s legislature after toppling 
longtime ruler Bashar al-Assad in 
December 2024, and adopted a temporary 
constitutional declaration to cover a five-
year transition period.

In October last year, local committees 
appointed by the electoral commission – 

which was in turn appointed by President 
Ahmed al-Sharaa – began selecting two-
thirds of the 210 members of the new 
parliament, with Sharaa to appoint the 
remaining third.

He appointed 70 members last week.
Druze-majority Sweida province 

in the south has still not designated its 
members, after sectarian bloodshed there 
last year.

Electoral authorities have said the 
selection process would be held there 
when conditions are “appropriate”.

The selection process was held in 
formerly Kurdish-run areas of the north 
and northeast earlier this year after the 
Damascus authorities assumed control 
there and signed a deal on integrating 
Kurdish institutions into the state. – AFP

PARIS – French authorities have found 
a body of a man in a Paris canal that has 
been wildly popular with locals and tourists 
as a swimming spot to cool off in the early 
summer heatwave, police said.

The body was found early Saturday 
in the Canal Saint-Martin in the north of 
the city centre whose banks have in recent 
weeks been thronged with bathers in the 
record temperatures.

The man was brought to the surface by 
members of the fire brigade, police said. His 
body was very swollen, suggesting he had 
been in the water for several days.

The dead man had no identity papers 
on him, said the police source, who asked 
not to be named. An investigation is now in 
progress into the cause of death.

Prosecutors said that the man appeared 
to be aged 25-35.

Swimming in the Canal Saint-Martin 
was authorised in mid-June by Paris Mayor 

Emmanuel Grégoire in the face of the record 
heatwave that ended a week ago. Since then, 
swimming has remained permitted in a 
section of the Canal Saint-Martin – but only 
on Sundays.

There have been concerns over the 
safety of swimming in a canal in the heart 
of urban Paris while authorities have 
sternly warned against jumping off its 
bridges.

It has also been notorious as a dumping 
ground for urban detritus including 
e-scooters, bikes and shopping trolleys.

The discovery of the body comes as 
Paris on Saturday launched a new season 
of permitted swimming in the River Seine, 
which connects with the Canal Saint-Martin, 
at three spots along its banks.

The swimming, a legacy of the 2024 
Olympics, is now taking place for the second 
year and is free and supervised.

– AFP

Women are sprayed with water to cool off during the heat while queueing for food on their way to the 

Grand Mosalla in Tehran yesterday, for the ongoing funeral ceremonies of Iran’s slain supreme leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.                       – AFP

An armed guard and a civilian talk in front of the Syrian parliament building in Damascus last 

Wednesday.                          – AFP 

Iran’s new leader absent as 
other sons pay respects 

to Khamenei

Dead body found in Paris canal 
popular with bathers: police

Syria postpones !rst session 
of new parliament
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Danny Kemp and Paul Blake
WASHINGTON, DC – US President 

Donald Trump hailed the United States of 
America on its 250th birthday on Saturday 
as the “crowning achievement” of human 
history, even as he used the event to renew 
his attack on domestic opponents he branded 
communists.

In a speech delayed by several hours when 
storms forced the temporary evacuation of 
crowds in Washington, Trump claimed that 
under his presidency the United States was 
“prouder than ever before.”

While Trump had promised a huge political 
rally to stamp his brand on the national 
celebrations, the 80-year-old Republican 
largely stuck to a more traditionally patriotic 
script.

“For two and a half centuries, our 
American republic has stood as the crowning 
achievement of human history,” Trump told 
tens of thousands of people at the National 
Mall.

On stage, he hailed also veterans from 
World War II and the Korean and Vietnam 
wars.

But he then hailed the latter two as 
examples of the battle against “communists” 
– reprising his message from his speech on 
Friday night at the iconic Mount Rushmore 
monument.

“Our warriors did not fight communism 
on battlefields across the word, only to have 
that menace rear its ugly head right back here 
in America. We’re not going to let it happen,” 
he said.

‘Proud to be American’
Trump has repeatedly hammered home 

the theme recently ahead of November’s US 
midterm elections, after the anti-establishment 
left of the Democratic Party won a string of 
US primary victories.

“It’s like a cancer, you’ve got to cut it 

out,” he added.
The US leader also used the speech to 

boast of the recent military campaigns against 
Iran and Venezuela, saying Washington had 
“wiped out” Tehran’s military.

But the speech was short by Trump’s 
standards, at around 45 minutes long.

“We love Trump, we loved his speech,” 
said Richard Sullivan, 70, who came from 
Virginia with his wife Nancy and was wearing 
a Freedom 250 T-shirt.

“He went through our great history and 
had a word for the veterans that were here. He 
makes us proud to be American.”

A huge fireworks display began after the 
speech. Trump has said it will set a record as 
the world’s largest.

Americans braved a scorching heatwave 
in cities across the east of the country to 
celebrate the anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence from Britain in 
1776.

Temperatures soared to a record 39.4C 
in the capital – an all-time high for July 4 – 
with 160 million Americans under extreme 
weather warnings, according to the National 
Weather Service.

Inclement weather meanwhile forced 

fireworks in New York to be pushed earlier, 
and resulted in evacuations at a concert in 
Philadelphia and a celebration on the Charles 
River in Boston.

‘Awesome country’
The elements also threatened to wreak 

havoc with Trump’s speech as tens of 
thousands were ordered to clear the National 
Mall several hours before his address due to 
approaching thunderstorms.

While many streamed toward exits, chaos 
broke out as other attendees refused to leave 
or tried to surge back in, where AFP reporters 
witnessed shouts of “charge!” and “Trump! 
Trump!”

Trump however insisted he was pushing 
ahead with the speech, telling Fox News that 
if D-Day veterans in World War II could brave 
bad weather then so could he.

“Experiencing a little heat is a lot less 
than what a lot of people sacrifice to give 
us this freedom in this awesome country,” 
said Randy Cole, 62, a retired civil servant 
attending festivities in Washington.

Yet Trump’s determination to put himself 
and his political brand front and centre of the 
250th anniversary celebration had highlighted 
the deep divisions caused by his second term 
in office.

Those divisions were on full display on 
Saturday near Washington’s Capitol Hill, 
where masked men – some of them carrying 
Confederate flags and others sporting logos of 
the white supremacist Patriot Front – gathered 
to shout, “Reclaim America!”

For Americans, the 250th anniversary 
offers a moment for reflection as well as 
celebration.

A Quinnipiac University Poll showed 61 
percent of Americans thought the US was not 
living up to the ideals stated in the Declaration 
of Independence.

– AFP

US President Donald Trump addresses the “Salute to America” Independence Day celebration on the 

National Mall in Washington, DC, on Saturday.                     – AFP
 

WASHINGTON, DC – A top US official 
yesterday shrugged off a July Fourth parade 
by masked white supremacists in Washington 
as an example of “messy” democracy that 
fell under the banner of constitutionally 
protected free speech.

“Certainly, what they stand for is nothing 
that I could possibly agree with. But one of 
the foundational principles of the United 
States, which makes democracy messy, 
is free speech,” Interior Secretary Doug 
Burgum told CNN.

In striking scenes as Americans 
celebrated the nation’s 250th birthday on 
Saturday, hundreds of masked men carrying 
Confederate battle flags or US flags and 
sporting logos of the white supremacist 
Patriot Front movement were seen marching 
through parts of Washington, shouting 
“Reclaim America!”

Wearing a uniform of tan pants and hats 
and dark blue shirts, and apparently led by 
the neo-fascist group’s founder Thomas 
Rousseau, the masked men crowded onto the 
city’s Metro system, gathered outside Union 
Station train station and marched towards 
Capitol Hill.

Asked by CNN whether he would 
condemn the group and what they stand for, 
and whether he would urge President Donald 
Trump to do the same, Burgum couched his 
language carefully.

“There are plenty of things that I see 

that I might personally find offensive, 
irreprehensible. But in America, free speech 
is allowed” under the US Constitution, the 
interior secretary said, going on to decry 
progressive candidates who were running 
for election as “communists” in the United 
States.

Washington’s Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) said the white 
nationalist group marched briefly through 
neighbourhoods around the US Capitol and 
left the city before 11:00 a.m. (local time).

“MPD recognises the rights of 
individuals to peacefully express their views 
and remains committed to maintaining 
public safety and security for DC residents 
and visitors,” a police spokeswoman said in 
a statement reported by US media.

The Patriot Front was founded in the 
aftermath of a deadly “Unite the Right” rally 
in 2017 that brought torch-bearing white 
nationalists from all over the country to 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

That rally culminated in an avowed 
white supremacist driving a car into counter-
protesters, killing one woman and injuring 
19 other people.

Trump infamously took 48 hours to 
respond to the violence, and then said there 
were “very fine people on both sides” of the 
protests, drawing widespread criticism.

The Southern Poverty Law Centre, a 
legal advocacy group that tracks extremism 

in the US, describes the Patriot Front as a 
white nationalist hate group that “focuses on 
theatrical rhetoric and activism.”

In a new counterterrorism strategy 
released in May, the Trump administration 
identified “violent leftwing extremists” as 
among three major types of terror threats 

that the country faces.
This marked a break from the previous 

administration of Democrat Joe Biden, 
which had identified far-right fringe 
groups, particularly those espousing white 
supremacy, as a major threat.

– AFP

A person of colour looks on as members of the white supremacist group Patriot Front ride the 
Washington Metro on Saturday in Washington, DC.                – AFP 

Trump hails US, blasts ‘communists’ 
in 250th anniversary speech

White supremacist march in DC just ‘messy’ democracy: US o!cial
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LISBON – Portugal and 
Spain on Thursday inaugurated 
a new high-voltage electricity 
interconnection, representing an 
investment of 70 million euros 
(US$79 million) on the Portuguese 
side.

The move aims to boost cross-
border power exchanges between 
the two countries and facilitate the 
integration of renewable energy.

The link forms part of a new 
electrical axis between the Minho 
region of northern Portugal and 
Galicia in northwestern Spain, 
connecting the two networks via 
the substations of Ponte de Lima, 
Fontefria and Beariz through a 

double 400-kilovolt overhead line 
spanning about 90 kilometers, 
of which 72 are on Portuguese 
territory.

The new link is expected to 
sustain a minimum commercial 
interconnection capacity of 3,000 
megawatts in both directions, as 
agreed at an Iberian summit by the 
governments of the two countries.

The inauguration of the link 
came over one year after the 
Iberian blackout on April 28, 2025, 
which affected both Portugal and 
Spain and intensified the debate 
on the need for more robust 
and interconnected electricity 
networks.             – Xinhua

LISBON – Electricity 
consumption in Portugal reached 
a record 27,200 gigawatt-hours 
(GWh) in the first half of 2026, 
up 3.5 percent from a year earlier, 

national grid operator REN reported 
on Thursday.

The figure exceeded the previous 
record, set in the first half of 2025, 
by about 900 GWh.

Renewable energy sources 
accounted for 71 percent of total 
electricity consumption during the 
six-month period.

– Xinhua

LISBON – More than 1,000 
firefighters were trying to contain 
a growing forest fire in northern 
Portugal at the weekend that has 
burned for several days as the 
country battles intense heat.

With temperatures exceeding 
40C the fire that broke out on 
Wednesday in the Viseu district has 

already devoured 10,000 hectares, 
rescue services said on Saturday.

At the weekend, some 1,100 
firefighters were battling to contain 
the wildfire, backed by 380 trucks and 
eight planes and helicopters, they said.

A Spanish military unit was 
helping the efforts after Portugal 
asked for European help in fighting 

the season’s first major wildfire.
By Saturday, nine people had 

been injured, including two civilians 
who were in a serious condition.

The government has ordered 
special measures including barring 
access to forests and restricting the 
use of some types of machinery in 
rural areas.         – AFP, MPD

Portugal, Spain inaugurate 
new cross-border 

electricity link

Over 1,000 !re!ghters battle to contain 
wild!re in Portugal 

Portugal sets electricity consumption 
record in !rst half of 2026

BISSAU – Guinea-Bissau 
has confirmed its first mpox case, 
prompting health authorities 
to activate national response 
mechanisms and call for 
heightened public vigilance.

Public Health Minister 
Quinhin Nantote announced 
the case on Saturday, saying 
that the patient is a 27-year-
old woman who sought medical 
care on June 24.

Health workers collected 
samples from the patient’s 
skin lesions and sent them to 
the Guinea-Bissau’s National 
Institute of Public Health for 
laboratory testing, which showed 
the presence of the mpox virus. 
The samples were later sent to 
the Institut Pasteur in Dakar, 
Senegal, where the diagnosis was 
confirmed, Nantote said at a press 
conference.

Following the confirmation, 

Guinea-Bissau’s health authorities 
activated national response mech-
anisms in line with international 
health regulations and guidelines 
of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). Epidemiological inves-
tigations have been launched to 
identify and monitor the patient’s 
contacts.

Nantote said surveillance has 
been reinforced across the country 
and at border points, while urging 
the public to observe basic 
preventive measures, including 
frequent handwashing and 
avoiding close contact with people 
showing fever or skin rashes.

Mpox is a viral disease 
typically transmitted through body 
fluids, respiratory droplets and 
contaminated materials. Common 
symptoms include fever, muscle 
aches, skin lesions and swollen 
lymph nodes.

– Xinhua

Guinea-Bissau con!rms 
!rst mpox case, activates 

response mechanisms

CARACAS – Venezuela’s 
devastating twin earthquakes killed 
nearly 3,000, updated official figures 
showed on Saturday, as international 
rescue teams began winding down 
search operations for survivors in the 
rubble of the disaster.

Fatalities jumped by more than 
300 from Friday to 2,954, following 
the June 24 disaster that has left 
thousands homeless in the streets 
and sheltering in camps.

Tens of thousands more are still 
reported missing. The government 
has not given any estimates, but 
the United Nations has estimated as 
many as 50,000 are unaccounted for 
following the 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude 
shocks.

One of Latin America’s worst 
earthquake disasters hit hardest in 
the coastal La Guaira area north of 
the capital Caracas, where scores of 
residential complexes were flattened.

Ten days after the double shocks, 
which came just 38 seconds apart, 
rescue teams are starting to wrap 
up searches for survivors while 
families still try to recover bodies of 
loved ones from the wreckage.

The critical window for rescues 
in disasters like earthquakes usually 
ends after 72 hours, though a few 
people have been found alive this 
week.

In an apparent sign that rescue 
missions were closing up, interim 
President Delcy Rodríquez held 
a ceremony to hand out medals to 
international teams, including their 
rescue dogs.

Venezuela is experiencing “a 
profound grief gripping our people, 
where families still hold out hope of 
finding loved ones alive, people who 
have lost everything,” Rodríquez said.

International disaster teams, 
including some US squads, and some 
South American teams were starting 
to finish up rescue operations, their 
members said on Saturday.

The Los Angeles County fire 
department rescue team is ending 
operations after its latest searches 
showed no signs of life, and teams 

from Florida and Virginia were 
packing up to leave, they said.

Many Venezuelans have 
expressed anger at what they see as 
their government’s slow response to 
the disaster, saying families spent 
initial hours digging out loved ones 
themselves before international 
teams arrived.

Rodríguez has defended her 
government’s response, saying 
thousands of troops and officials 
had been dispatched.

In La Guaira, workers with 
heavy machinery on Saturday were 
starting to knock down collapsed 
structures while in others, families 
were still trying to remove bodies of 
loved ones for funerals.

“We’re still working, still 
searching for bodies. We’re still going. 
It hasn’t been easy,” said Venezuelan 
volunteer Francisco Sasquia helping 
dig out a collapsed residence.

“We found two bodies that 
have already been released to their 
families.”

Economic fallout
The United Nations has 

estimated that the twin earthquakes 
caused US$6.7 billion in physical 

damage, equivalent to six percent of 
GDP for Venezuela, an oil exporting 
country.

Even before last week’s disaster 
struck, Venezuela had struggled 
with decades of economic crisis and 
political upheaval that undermined 
its infrastructure and health services.

Maiquetia international airport 
in La Guaira, which serves Caracas, 
was also damaged in the quakes. 
It has reopened partially to allow 
humanitarian flights to land, but 
commercial flights are still suspended.

“We are in touch with some 
international partners, countries that 
will help in restoring the Maiquetía 
international airport,” Rodriguez 
said at another event. “A plan will 
be ready next week.”

For Víctor Colivert, the most 
important thing now was staying 
by the side of his nephew’s body, 
recovered from a building’s wreckage 
and now in a black body bag.

He fears losing it in the chaos. 
His family prevented forensic 
workers from taking the body away.

“If I have to go to China, to 
wherever, but I’m not leaving him 
alone,” he said. “I’m going with 
him.”       – AFP

Rescuers and volunteers work amid the rubble of a residential complex heavily 

damaged by Venezuela’s twin earthquakes, in Caraballeda, La Guaira state, on 

Saturday, as foreign rescue teams are winding down search operations for survivors 

in the rubble and preparing to return home.                 – AFP 

SAN JOSÉ – Costa Rican 
scientists may have discovered 
a new species of ghost shark in 
Pacific waters near Cabo Blanco 
and Cano Island.

The latest discovery has 
a “shorter” snout, a “darker 
coloration pattern” and a “much 
longer spine on its dorsal fin,” 
according to Arturo Ángulo 
Sibaja, a biology professor at the 
University of Costa Rica.

The discovery marks the 
only such species “known for the 
Central American coast,” Sibaja 
said, adding genetic analysis 
indicates the new species has “no 
reproductive contact” with other 
ghost sharks.

But earlier specimens 
collected “near Peru and Chile are 

very similar to the species” from 
Costa Rica, so scientists are still 
comparing the specimens before 
finalising the conclusion, he said.

Three species of ghost shark – a 
type of fish that is related to sharks 
– have been discovered elsewhere, 
in waters off South Africa, China, 
Australia, Japan and in the Atlantic 
between Greenland and Brazil.

Ghost sharks belong to a 
group of cartilaginous fish called 
Rinochimaera that is related to 
sharks but genetically diverged 
from them nearly 400 million 
years ago.

Sibaja said it’s “most likely” 
the new species “has broader 
distribution along the [Pacific] 
coast of Central and South 
America.”    – AFP

New species of ghost shark 
may have been found o" 

Costa Rica

Venezuela quake death toll rises 
to nearly 3,000
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Tuesday

 03:00  Spain
Round of 16 · Dallas Stadium (Dallas)

 08:00 Belgium
Round of 16 · Seattle Stadium (Seattle)

Monday

 08:00 England
Round of 16 · Mexico City Stadium (Mexico City)

Portugal 

USA

Mexico

Peter Stebbings
ARLINGTON – Spain and old 

rivals Portugal collide in an enticing 
World Cup clash in Texas today 
with the quarter-finals and possibly 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s international 
career on the line.

The encounter at the air-
conditioned home of the NFL’s 
Dallas Cowboys is one of the 
standout ties of the last 16 and tees 
up two of the most talented squads 
in North America.

European champions Spain 
clicked ominously into gear in the 
first knockout round by dismantling 
an efficient but limited Austria 3-0.

A brace from Mikel Oyarzabal 
and a Pedro Porro header did the 
damage in a Hollywood style 
performance in Los Angeles.

Having been held 0-0 by surprise 
packages Cabo Verde to start their 
title charge, the victory looked 
much more like the Spain team 
tipped to challenge for football’s 
biggest prize.

“We played a magnificent 
match. I am happy because in every 
aspect we came close to perfection,” 
declared Spain coach Luis de la 
Fuente.

Ominously for everyone else De 
la Fuente warned that they can still 
improve “in every area”.

“That is our spirit - the belief that 
we haven’t hit our ceiling yet,” said 
the 65-year-old, who took Spain to 

Euros glory two years ago.
Aside from the impressive 

nature of the win, the Austria win 
was notable for a man-of-the-match 
display from Lamine Yamal.

The 18-year-old Barcelona 
sensation played 85 minutes in 
California, his longest outing so 
far at the World Cup following a 
hamstring injury.

Underlining the confidence cours-
ing through the Spain team, Yamal 
said: “I want to advance through the 
rounds and win with Spain.”

He added: “We aren’t afraid of 
any team. We are Spain.”

“The World Cup starts now,” he 
said.

‘Fantastic game’
At the other end of his career is 

the Portugal skipper Ronaldo, 41, in 
what will be his final World Cup.

The leading international scorer 
in men’s football has fended off 
questions about whether he will 
retire from Portugal duty after the 
tournament.

After he laboured through a 1-1 
draw with the Democratic Republic 
of Congo in the group phase, the 
former Real Madrid, Juventus 
and Manchester United forward 
scored twice in a 5-0 demolition of 
Uzbekistan to temporarily silence 
the doubters.

“I’m back,” he said triumphantly 
afterwards.

After coming second behind 
Colombia in their group, Roberto 
Martinez’s side beat Croatia 2-1 in 
the last 32 with Ronaldo scoring 
from the spot.

With the game heading to extra 
time, Ronaldo was subbed off for 
midfielder Ruben Neves.

Martinez, criticised in some 
quarters for sticking with the ageing 
talisman no matter what, saw 
another substitute in replacement 
centre forward Goncalo Ramos 
score a dramatic 94th-minute winner.

That sparked more questions 
to Martinez about the Spaniard’s 
insistence on always preferring 
Ronaldo to the younger Ramos, 
queries he batted away.

The veteran looks likely to be in 
Martinez’s starting XI against Spain.

But Spain will be another step up 
from Croatia, and go into the Texas 
meeting as favourites to progress.

Recent history is however with 
Portugal, having twice come back 
to draw 2-2 in the 2025 Nations 
League final and then winning on 
penalties.

“We have great respect for 
Spain’s quality,” said Martinez.

“But they are a European team, 
and we know Spain very well.

“They also know what we are 
like, so I think it will be a fantastic 
game... two teams that want the 
ball, want to look for a goal quickly 
and create opportunities.”     – AFP

‘World Cup starts now’ as Spain, ‘World Cup starts now’ as Spain, 
Portugal clash in last 16Portugal clash in last 16

Spain’s midfielder 
Rodri speaks to 

media before an 

MD-1 training 

session at the 

Cotton Bowl in 

Dallas yesterday, 

on the eve of 

the 2026 World 

Cup round of 16 

football match 

between Portugal 

and Spain. - AFP

Maria da luz Neves
PRAIA, Cabo Verde – 

Thousands of ecstatic fans 
greeted Cabo Verde’s Blue Sharks 
yesterday, waving banners at the 
Praia airport as the team returned 
after its slim defeat to Argentina 
in one of the World Cup’s most 
surprising matches.

The Sharks are set for a 
parade through the streets of the 
capital before meeting with the 
president and other members 
of the government of the small 
archipelago nation off west Africa.

Cabo Verde progressed to the 
knockout stages in their first World 
Cup, thrilling supporters back 
home and gaining fans abroad as 
they confounded expectations.

In an epic last-32 contest 
in Miami, Cabo Verde pushed 

Argentina to the brink but the 
reigning world champions 
snatched a 3-2 win in extra time.

The team’s arrival back home 
coincided with Cabo Verde’s 
independence day.

“After the heroes who fought 
for our independence, we now have 
these heroes - the Blue Sharks”, 
fan Edmilson Correia, 28, told AFP 
from the airport crowd.

Cabo Verde head coach Bubis-
ta spoke to the press after landing.

“We demonstrated that our 
World Cup qualification wasn’t 
down to luck. We showed hard 
work and resilience, and we left 
the United States with our heads 
held high”, he said.

Supporters dressed in the team 
blue strained to catch a glimpse of 
their heroes such as Sidny Lopes 

Cabral and Vozinha.
Twelve-year-old Ivan Goncalves 

said he was on the lookout for 
Cabral in particular because of his 
“fabulous goal against Argentina”.

Minister of Culture and Sports 
Antonio Duarte commended the 
Blue Sharks and their coach for 
“cementing Cabo Verde’s status as 
a great nation”.

Despite the team’s loss to 
Argentina, celebrations erupted in 
Praia in the early hours of Saturday 
morning, as fans commemorated 
the fairytale journey and slim defeat 
against the world champions.

Cabo Verde, a nation of just 
500,000 people, yesterday marked 
its 51st anniversary of indepen-
dence from Portugal, which had 
ruled the country for 500 years. 
Photo on page 16   – AFP

Spain’s Rodri warns 
Portugal best yet to come 
at World Cup

DALLAS - Spain captain Rodri 
warned Portugal on the eve of 
today’s World Cup last-16 clash 
that the European champions can 
still get a lot better.

Spain, one of the favourites in 
North America, were held to a shock 
0-0 draw with debutants Cabo Verde 
to open their title charge.

They then beat Saudi Arabia 4-0 
and Uruguay 1-0 to top their group, 
before a statement 3-0 win over a 
dogged but limited Austria in the 
last 32.

That impressive performance 
served notice to their rivals, and 
midfield general Rodri said that was 
just the start.

“Spain’s evolution (at the 
tournament) has been gradual,” the 
30-year-old Manchester City ace 
told reporters yesterday ahead of the 
meeting with Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
Portugal in Texas.

“Obviously in a sense that is 
normal - in the first games you try 
to adapt to a different environment, 
different pitch, different type of 
teams you face, it is never easy.

“So I think in a gradual way, 
always growing and always 
knowing that the big things are 

coming now.”
Spain’s goalless stalemate with 

Cabo Verde came as a huge surprise, 
but Rodri said: “We didn’t lose our 
heads, we stayed calm, and I think 
right now we still have a big gap of 
improvement.”      – AFP

USA’s Balogun free to 
play in next World Cup 
match after red card 
suspended: FIFA

LOS ANGELES - USA forward 
Folarin Balogun is free to play in 
the World Cup last-16 game against 
Belgium after FIFA yesterday 
suspended the red card he received 
in his previous game.

Balogun was set to miss the 
match today after being dismissed 
in the last-32 game against Bosnia-
Herzegovina for stepping on the 
foot of an opposition player.

President Donald Trump FIFA 
for suspending the red card issued 
Balogun.

“Thank you to FIFA for doing 
what was right, and reversing a 
great injustice!” Trump wrote on 
his Truth Social platform, shortly 
after FIFA announced its decision 
to suspend the red card Balogun 
was given last week against Bosnia, 
which would have ruled him out of 
today’s match with Belgium.  – AFP

Euphoric homecoming for Cabo Verde 
after heroic World Cup defeat

Cristiano Ronaldo (second right) of Portugal warms up during the training session 

ahead of the FIFA World Cup 2026 Round of 16 match against Spain at SMU 

yesterday in Dallas, Texas.                  – AFP
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Steven Griffiths
LONDON – Novak 

Djokovic enjoyed another slice 
of Wimbledon history as the 

Serbian star broke Roger Federer’s singles 
match-win record yesterday.

Djokovic’s 7-6 (8/6), 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 
victory over Russian qualifier Roman 
Safiullin in the fourth round took the 
seven-time Wimbledon champion past 
Federer to 106 men’s match-wins at the 
grass-court Grand Slam.

Only Martina Navratilova (120) 
has won more singles matches at the 
All England Club across the men’s and 
women’s events.

The 39-year-old is through to his 17th Wim-
bledon quarter-final and his ninth in a row.

In his record-extending 66th Grand 
Slam quarter-final, Djokovic will 
play Canadian third seed Felix Auger-
Aliassime or Spanish 22nd seed Alejandro 
Davidovich Fokina.

Djokovic’s win kept him on course 

for a blockbuster semi-final showdown 
with defending champion Jannik Sinner, 
who faced Japanese qualifier Shintaro 
Mochizuki in the last 16 late yesterday.

“Survive to thrive, that’s how I feel. 
So hopefully the thriving part is coming,” 
Djokovic said.

“Our mind wanders all the time, it’s 
very hard to keep it in the present moment, 
whoever does that is a winner.

“I don’t get to feel inferior from the 
back of the court with too many players. 
Today was one of those days I didn’t 
want to stay in the rally for too long to be 
honest, so I had to mix things up.”

Djokovic has a 100 percent record in 
20 Wimbledon matches against players 
outside the top 100, winning all 34 
matches he has played against qualifiers at 
the Grand Slams.

After dropping a set in two of his first 
three matches at the All England Club this 
week, Djokovic again looked out of sorts 
at times but did enough to keep his bid for 

tennis immortality on track.
The Serb is aiming to win a record 

25th Grand Slam singles crown, which 
would break a tie with Margaret Court 
and take him level with Federer on eight 
Wimbledon titles.

It would also make Djokovic the oldest 
man to win a Grand Slam in the Open era.

 Apologetic Djokovic 
Djokovic is the only man to have 

reached five Wimbledon men’s singles 
quarter-finals aged 35 or over, surpassing 
the record previously held by Federer.

But improvements are needed from 
Djokovic before he can get his hands on 
the trophy on July 12.

Safiullin is ranked a lowly 132nd and 
had been in dismal form before this week.

The 28-year-old gave Djokovic a scare 
with his free-hitting style and it took the 
Serb three hours and 25 minutes to finally 
subdue him on sweltering Centre Court.

Djokovic seemed troubled by his 
vision as he constantly rubbed at his eyes 
in the first set.

But if Djokovic couldn’t believe what 
he was seeing when Safiullin moved 5-2 
ahead, the Serb’s view gradually became 
more rosy.

He hit back to force a tie-break that he 
won with a far more focused approach.

Djokovic took a six-minute break before 
the start of the second set, reemerging to 
dominate the second set in ruthless fashion.

There was a notable dip in his intensity 
as he lost the third set, gesticulating and 
grumbling as points slipped away, before 
a ball smashed in frustration drew boos 
from the crowd.

“The outbursts as well, the meltdowns, 
I had a few of those today as well, I 
apologise,” he said.

But Djokovic restored order in the 
fourth set to wrap up a hard-fought victory.

– AFP

Djokovic makes Wimbledon history to reach quarter-!nals

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns to Russia’s Roman Safiullin during their singles match at the 
2026 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, 
southwest London, yesterday.        – AFP

Barnaby Chesterman
BARCELONA – Mexican 

Isaac Del Toro won the second 
stage of the Tour de France 

ahead of reigning champion Tadej Pogacar 
in Barcelona yesterday as Jonas Vingegaard 
maintained his overall lead.

Del Toro led home his UAE team leader 
Pogacar on the short, steep climb to the 
finish at Montjuic, with Olympic champion 
Remco Evenepoel taking third just ahead of 
Vingegaard.

“It means really everything,” said Del 
Toro, who is making his Tour debut having 
finished second at the Giro d’Italia last year.

“I’m a very privileged guy. You cannot 
believe how much work it took to get here,” 
added the 22-year-old.

Pogacar took six bonus seconds at the 
finish to move up to second in the yellow 
jersey standings at just six seconds behind 
Vinegaard, with Evenepoel now third at 
15sec.

With such a punchy, hilly finish in 
Barcelona at the end of a 169km stage from 
Tarragona, fireworks were expected amongst 
the overall favourites.

Del Toro’s UAE upped the pace once the 
peloton arrived on the finishing circuit around 
Barcelona, quickly reducing the front group 
to around 30 riders.

That was thinned out even more on the 
third and final ascent of the Montjuic hill, 
where the Barcelona Olympic stadium stands.

Del Toro moved to the front in the final 

700 metres with Pogacar right behind him.
And with Vingegaard and Evenepoel 

unable to force their way ahead, world 
champion Pogacar looked around repeatedly 
- seemingly holding something back - before 
letting his team-mate take the glory.

That helped Del Toro move up to fourth 

overall at 16sec, with Spaniard Juan Ayuso 
fifth at 19sec.

“I cannot believe what I just did,” said Del 
Toro.

“To appreciate Tadej, being in the same 
team as him, and the best team in the world.

“It’s just really like full emotions, and 

you cannot believe how it feels now for me, 
and especially for my country,” added Del 
Toro, with Mexico due to play England in a 
World Cup last 16 clash in Mexico City later 
yesterday.

“Everything that’s going on is just insane!”
Pogacar even celebrated Del Toro’s victory 

by waving a Mexican flag as he warmed down 
on the rollers after the stage.

Mechanical issues
Teenage French prodigy Paul Seixas came 

home in a group of nine riders three seconds 
back and he is now sixth overall at 42sec.

A three-man breakaway comprising Felix 
Engelhardt, Alex Molenaar and Frank van den 
Broek were allowed to escape in the opening 
kilometres and build up a lead of almost four 
minutes.

But that lead dissolved to just 20 seconds 
by the top of the first categorised climb of this 
year’s Tour, the Cote de Begues, with still 
70km to ride.

By the time the peloton arrived in 
Barcelona for the final circuits with 30km left, 
the breakaway had been swallowed up.

Both Del Toro and Seixas had suffered 
mechanical issues before then but were able 
to get back to the peloton.

Del Toro had to close a two-minute gap 
on a technical part of the course while Seixas 
found himself more than 30-seconds behind, 
but much closer to the closing circuit.

Del Toro still had the strength to clinch the 
victory.         – AFP

Del Toro wins Tour de France stage, Pogacar up to 2nd

UAE Team Emirates - XRG’s Mexican rider Isaac Del Toro celebrates winning the 2nd stage ahead of UAE 
Team Emirates - XRG’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar (left) during the 113th Tour de France cycling race, 
168,5 km between Tarragona and Barcelona in northeastern Spain, yesterday.                  – AFP

F1

SILVERSTONE – Charles Leclerc gave Ferrari 
their 250th Grand Prix victory when he won a 
gripping British GP at Silverstone which ended 
under a safety car yesterday as championship 
leader Kimi Antonelli missed out on a top 10 finish.

Antonelli’s Mercedes teammate and 
championship rival George Russell came through 
to take second place while Lewis Hamilton in the 
other Ferrari crossed the line in third.

The nine-time Silverstone winner, however, was 
under investigation for a yellow flag infringement, 
having already served a five-second penalty for a 
false start.

Antonelli, who won the sprint on Saturday, still 
leads the title race with 179 points, 25 ahead of 
Russell with Hamilton a further seven points back 
in third.

It was Leclerc’s ninth grand prix victory and 
first since he won the United States GP in Austin 
in October 2024, and puts him fourth in the 
championship with 108 points.

“Finally, this one feels particularly good,” said 
Leclerc over the radio after taking the chequered 
flag.

“I wish for a bit more normal ending. Hard 
work paid off, hard times never last, only tough 
people last.”

Antonelli began on pole but was overtaken by 
both Ferraris at the start before battling back to 
make it a dogfight with Leclerc.

On lap 42 of 52 the 19-year-old Italian reported 
a problem and was forced into the pits.

When he came out he limped on before returning 
to the pits where the mechanics removed a brake 
cooling inlet. It didn’t help him and, combined with 
a five-second penalty, he could only finish 16th.

Max Verstappen looked a dead cert for the podium, 
running a strong third when his Red Bull flew off the 
track and into the gravel on lap 48 of 52.          – AFP

Leclerc delivers 
Ferrari’s 250th win with 

victory in British GP
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NEW YORK – A performance from 
Stevie Nicks, personal vows, high school 
friends and a “garden inside the Garden”: 
details are slowly emerging about Taylor 
Swift and Travis Kelce’s star-studded 
wedding in New York.

The pop superstar and the three-time 
NFL Super Bowl champion, both 36, tied the 
knot on Friday at the storied Madison Square 
Garden under heavy security, with the 1,000 
or so attendees reportedly required to sign 
non-disclosure agreements.

The singer’s publicist Tree Paine 
confirmed the marriage took place in a short 
statement and gave a few details, such as the 
couple’s choice of ensembles from Christian 
Dior, shoes from Christian Louboutin, and 
Cartier jewellery.

But nuggets of information surfaced on 
Saturday, starting with the anchors of ABC’s 
“Good Morning America” news broadcast 
– Robin Roberts, George Stephanopoulos 
and retired NFL legend Michael Strahan – 
describing their experience at the party.

Stephanopoulos, a onetime aide to 
former president Bill Clinton who pivoted 
to journalism more than two decades ago, 
said the ceremony was “as intimate as it 
could possibly be, given that it was Madison 
Square Garden” – the iconic sports arena.

He said the A-list couple had created 
“this garden inside the Garden that was just 
so beautiful.”

“It’s hard to imagine that a place that big 
and a wedding with such stars could feel so 
personal and so intimate,” Stephanopoulos 
added.

Roberts said the couple “wrote their own 

vows,” and Stephanopoulos talked about 
Swift and Kelce having “little books” with 
them, as comedian Adam Sandler officiated.

“They had their neighbours, their high 
school friends. It was like any wedding that 
you would attend,” said Roberts, who also 
confirmed that Nicks performed as expected.

‘Incredible’
It was like “any wedding” – except it 

featured a who’s who of the entertainment 
and sports worlds, from Swift pals Selena 
Gomez, Ed Sheeran and model Gigi Hadid 

to actors Hugh Grant and Bradley Cooper.
Social media posts revealed guests 

included actress Niecy Nash-Betts, who 
said: “The love in the room was palpable.”

Other notable names on the guest list 
included A-listers Jennifer Lopez and 
Jessica Alba, and musical artists Machine 
Gun Kelly and Camila Cabello.

Kelce’s teammates and coach Andy Reid 
were invited, as was NFL legend Tom Brady.

The CEO of movie theatre chain AMC, 
Adam Aron, posted – and then deleted – a 
lengthy account of the proceedings on X.

“Somehow magically, someone 
created an outdoor garden at a lush 
countryside retreat,” he wrote, according to 
Entertainment Weekly.

He described the vows as “long, 
entertaining, personal, charming, emotional, 
irreverent and endearing explorations by 
each” about how they met and why they 
wanted to be married.

Singer Nelly posted a video on Instagram 
calling the wedding “incredible.” He wore 
an all-white suit in the video, while his wife, 
singer Ashanti, donned a sparkling gown.

Swift and Kelce announced their 
engagement last August in an Instagram post 
captioned, “Your English teacher and your 
gym teacher are getting married.”

The 14-time Grammy winner is coming 
off a banner year with the success of her 
album “The Life of a Showgirl,” induction 
into the Songwriters Hall of Fame and a new 
song on the “Toy Story 5” soundtrack.

Kelce, a tight end* for the Kansas City 
Chiefs, has signed on for a 14th season in 
the National Football League. He is also 
a co-host of the popular “New Heights” 
podcast alongside his brother Jason, who 
was his best man.      – AFP

*In American football, a tight end (TE) 
is a unique hybrid position on the offensive 
team. They are part offensive lineman and 
part wide receiver, meaning they have to be 
big enough to block powerful defenders, but 
fast and agile enough to run routes and catch 
passes. The name comes from where they 
line up on the field: “tight” to the offensive 
tackle at the “end” of the primary offensive 
line. – Gemini

A ‘garden inside the Garden’: 
details of Swift-Kelce wedding emerge

Taylor Swift fans hold signs outside Madison Square Garden, the venue for the wedding celebrations of 
US pop singer Taylor Swift and American football player Travis Kelce, in New York City on Friday. – AFP 

PATTAYA – Sitting on a stool 
under purple neon lights, Emily 
waited for clients in the back of a 
bar in Pattaya, Thailand’s notorious 
seaside resort back in the spotlight 
over a sordid murder.

The sex worker the other 
so-called bar girls call “Mum” 
arrived in Pattaya more than 20 
years ago, but remains on her guard 
with every encounter.

“I’m worried and that’s why I’m 
still alive,” she told AFP.

The naked, battered body of a 
17-year-old Thai girl was found in 
a suitcase near a railway track last 
month, just days after she arrived in 
Pattaya.

A 45-year-old Australian man 
was arrested at Bangkok airport as 
he tried to leave the country, and 
later charged with her murder.

Emily said she was not shocked.
She has seen several similar 

killings over the years, none of 
which seem to deter girls from rural 
areas from trying to make a living 
in Pattaya.

“They see videos on TikTok and 
think it’s easy to earn good money,” 
she said.

“But it takes time to understand 
how it works, how to speak to 
clients. It’s not easy – the reality is 
different.”

Bring more diversity
Scantily dressed and wearing 

stiletto heels, hundreds of sex 

workers wait for customers under 
the lights of Soi 6, a street in one of 
Pattaya’s red-light districts.

Once a fishing village, Pattaya 
was transformed by the Vietnam 
War in the 1960s, when American 
soldiers on leave began coming for 
rest and recreation (R&R).

Two hours’ drive from Bangkok, 
the seaside resort has since become 
one of the world’s epicentres of 
commercial sex tourism.

It is trying to shed this image.
“Of course, everybody thinks 

the city is about entertainment, 
nightlife,” said Mayor Poramase 
Ngampiches, who was recently re-
elected.

“But, actually, in the last 
four years, we try to bring more 
diversity.”

He said the city is trying to 
reinvent itself through major 
sporting and cultural events, such as 
the Tomorrowland music festival, 
and promoting more family and 
wellness activities.

“It’s true that they’re trying to 
improve its image, to make it safer 
and more welcoming,” confirmed 
Belgian Damien Joine, owner of a 
small bar-restaurant.

“Security guards patrol 
frequently, and as soon as there’s a 
minor disturbance, they calm things 
down,” he said.

‘Rock bottom’
In a quiet corner away from the 

brightly-lit tourist centre, the Health 
and Opportunity Network has been 
supporting sex workers for about 15 
years – and does not expect radical 
change.

“Pattaya actually offers various 
forms of tourism. The beaches are 
beautiful, and there are water parks, 
attractions, and zoos,” said staff 
member Orawan Fungfoosri.

“However, based on a well-
established reputation spanning 
40 to 50 years, tourists from all 
over the world know exactly what 
they are coming to Pattaya to 
experience.

“It is primarily a hub for sex 
tourism.”

Prostitution is officially illegal 
in Thailand, but it is essential to the 
economy of Pattaya, whose wider 
area counts more than 300,000 
residents.

And it is a lifeline for many 
women with no prospects who can 
earn up to 10 times the average Thai 
salary on its streets.

Ann, a 37-year-old sex worker 
originally from western Thailand, 
arrived in Pattaya 10 years ago after 
fleeing “issues with loans, drugs 
and things that made me run away 
from home”.

“Most people who come to 
Pattaya hit rock bottom in their 
lives,” said the former hairdresser.

The latest grim murder would 
likely change nothing, she said.

– AFP, MPD

Stilettos, beer & sex: Thai resort’s enduring notoriety

This photo taken last week shows a huge sign marking the entrance to Walking 
Street in Pattaya. In the nearby Soi 6 red-light district, hundreds of sex workers line 
the street as nightlife activities resumes.               – AFP 
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Argentina’s defender Lisandro Martinez (left) greets Cape Verde’s goalkeeper 
Vozinha at the end of the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 match between Argentina and 
Cape Verde at the Miami Stadium in Miami Gardens on Friday.                – AFP

Paraguay and France players argue past Uzbek referee Ilgiz Tantashev (in 
green) during the 2026 World Cup Round of 16 match between Paraguay and 
France at the Philadelphia Stadium in Philadelphia on Saturday.             – AFP

English referee Michael Oliver (right) pulls apart Morocco’s defender Achraf 
Hakimi (centre) and Canada’s defender Richie Laryea as they argue during 
the 2026 World Cup Round of 16 match between Canada and Morocco at the 
Houston Stadium in Houston on Saturday.    – AFP

Norway fans dance with Brazil fans as they gather in Times Square two days 
before their team’s World Cup Round of 16 match in New York on Friday. 

– AFP

Colombia’s midfielder Richard Rios receives medical attention during the 2026 
World Cup Round of 32 match against Ghana at the Kansas City Stadium in 
Kansas City on Friday.            – AFP

Cabo Verde national football team players greet supporters from a bus upon their 
arrival in Praia, Cabo Verde yesterday, after competing at the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 

– AFP


