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Police arrest man for trying to

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ)
arrested a local man on Tuesday
for trying to instigate his father’s
suicide, PJ spokesman Lei Chi Hou
announced during a special press
conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as a
42-year-old medical assistant at
a private organisation, surnamed
Wong. Lei added that the victim,
also surnamed Wong, is the sus-
pect’s father. The elderly man suf-
fers from a long-term chronic ill-
nesses and depression, is physically
disabled, and has long been in a per-
sistently negative emotional state,
frequently threatening to take his
own life, Lei said.

According to Lei, at around
7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, the victim
fell in the family flat in Zape. Unable
to contact his family, he became
emotionally agitated. When the
victim’s wife and the suspect later
returned home, a heated argument
broke out between the father and
son. Lei said that in a state of
emotional distress, the elderly father
demanded that his son provide him
with poison to kill himself.

The suspect then got a bottle
of disinfectant from the bathroom,
unscrewed the cap, and handed
it, filled with disinfectant, to his
father, according to Lei. The victim
immediately swallowed it.

Lei underlined that, at that
moment, the suspect failed to
intervene or take any emergency
measures.

Feeling unwell, the victim
called the police and was rushed to
hospital by ambulance. He was in a
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Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded suspect to a PJ van outside the PJ

headquarters in Zape yesterday.

stable condition and out of danger,
Lei said during the press conference.
After conducting an in-depth
investigation and  interviewing
multiple members of the family, the
Judiciary Police found no evidence of
any major, long-standing grievances
between the victim and the suspect,
nor any indication of premeditation,
Lei said. He added that PJ officers
have been in touch with the Social
Welfare Bureau (IAS) to provide
emergency support to the family.
The suspect was transferred to

- Photos: Armindo Neves

the Public Prosecution Office (MP)
yesterday, facing charges of incite-
ment, aiding, or abetting suicide*.

Cases of abetment of suicide have
been virtually unheard of in Macau, a
retired lawyer told the Post last night.

According to Article 133 of the
Macau Penal Code (1) Anyone who
incites another person to commit
suicide, or assists them in doing
so, is punished by imprisonment
for up to five years if the suicide is
attempted or completed.

2) If the person incited to

instigate father’s suicide

A bottle of disinfectant seized from the
family home of both the suspect and
victim is displayed during yesterday’s
special press conference at the PJ
headquarters.

commit suicide or assisted in doing
so, is under 16 years of age or
has, for any reason, a significantly
diminished capacity for judgment or
self-determination, the perpetrator
is punished by imprisonment for
two to eight years.

Asked by the Post about the case,
Fok Im Hong, deputy head of Yee
Hong Centre for Geriatric Care** of
the Women’s General Association
of Macau (commonly known as Fu
Luen), pointed out that carers are
under immense pressure, and that

X
| +
:

Family care goes

beyond ‘\
companionship i
Please make LP8.1 COVID-19 Q@ s‘/J
: 4 e W
vaccination appointments for A‘u‘;‘/
the elderly and children P 4

the associated risks are increasing
nowadays. She recommended
establishing a clear “definition
of a carer” and a tiered support
system to allocate resources more
precisely to families at different
levels of need, as well as improving
reporting and referral mechanisms.
She called on the government to
define “carer” clearly, establish a
tiered support framework, expand
respite services, provide targeted
support for primary carers, and
establish a cross-departmental early
warning network to protect high-
risk families. m

*Instigation of suicide, also
known as incitement, abetment, or
encouragement of suicide, is a serious
crime in many jurisdictions around
the world. Even in jurisdictions
where the act of attempting suicide
itself has been decriminalised,
intentionally pushing, convincing, or
helping someone to take their own
life remains illegal. — Gemini

** Yee Hong (WiHE) means
“nurturing” or “care” — MPD

Portugal posts EU’s highest house prices rise of 17.8 pct in Q1

LISBON — House prices in
Portugal rose by 17.8 percent year-
on-year in the first quarter of 2026,
the highest increase among all
European Union (EU) members,
according to data published
yesterday by Eurostat.

The figure represents a slight

deceleration from 18.9 percent
annual rise recorded in the fourth
quarter of 2025, when Hungary
had posted a steeper increase.

On a quarter-on-quarter basis,
Portugal’s house prices rose 3.8
percent, also a slight deceleration
from 4.0 percent recorded in the

previous quarter. It was still the
second-highest sequential increase
in the EU, only behind Bulgaria
where house prices jumped
6.2 percent in the first quarter
following the country’s adoption
of the euro on Janurary 1.

Analysts from the Bank of

Portugal and real estate networks
attributed the continued price
growth to a severe imbalance
between demand and supply, with
the number of buyers far exceeding
the number of available properties
on the market, even as transaction
volumes show a slight slowdown.

Experts also said that the
sustained demand from international
investors, foreign retirees and digital
nomads, whose income and capital
levels significantly exceed national
average, acted as a structural factor
pushing prices beyond the reach of
local buyers. — Xinhua
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Think tank report elaborates on
features, significance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Party Building

A think tank report released yesterday delves into the
fine qualities and key factors behind the Communist Party
of China’s (CPC) remarkable feats. — Commentary on p. 7
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Bomb blast at Damascus café
kills 6: govt

A bomb blast at a café in Damascus yesterday killed
six people and wounded 22, authorities said, in the latest
challenge for Syria’s Islamist leaders as they seek to stabilise
the country after more than a decade of war. — Story on p. 10

Rescuers dig

e0ccc0000cc000000000000

out Venezuelan man

8 days after quakes

Hundreds of rescuers in Venezuela cheered and embraced
yesterday after pulling a 43-year-old man alive from the ruins
of a collapsed building eight days after deadly twin earth-
quakes, AFP journalists witnessed.

—Storyonp. 12
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Police arrest Indonesian
maid for stealing
diamond jewellery
from family’s 2 flats

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ) have
arrested an Indonesian domestic
helper for stealing diamond
jewellery from her employers,
PJ spokesman Lei Chi Hou
announced during a special press
conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as a
51-year-old woman by the name
of Supiarani. Lei said there are
two victims in the case, an elderly
woman and her middle-aged
daughter. Both are local residents
who live in the same building but
on different floors in Zape.

According to Lei, the elderly
victim hired Supiarani as a
domestic helper through her
husband in June 2025. During
her employment, Supiarani was
required to assist with deliveries
and occasionally look after her
daughter’s child, which allowed
her to enter and leave both flats.

At around 6:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, while Supiarani was
working at the daughter’s home,
the latter observed her entering
a room and acting suspiciously.
She subsequently discovered that
three pieces of diamond jewellery
had been stolen from an unlocked
jewellery box on her bedroom
dressing table. After reporting
this to her mother, the latter also
discovered that two pieces of
diamond jewellery were missing
from a drawer in her bedroom.

The total loss for the two victims
amounted to around 106,500
patacas - 38,000 patacas for the
elderly victim, and 68,500 patacas
for her daughter.

The Judiciary Police arrested
Supiarani on Wednesday in the
elderly victim’s flat. In the course
of the investigation, PJ officers
discovered that Supiarani had
taken advantage of her job to
familiarise herself with where the
valuables were kept.

In April, while no-one else
was in the elderly victim’s home,
Supiarani stole the two pieces
of jewellery. Last month, while
working in the other victim’s
home, she took the opportunity
to enter the bedroom and steal
another three pieces. Lei noted
that Supiarani had subsequently
taken the items to Hong Kong
where she sold them for HK$5,000
(5,149 patacas), before wiring the
proceeds to her family back home
for their living expenses.

Supiarani was transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP)
yesterday to face theft charges.

Meanwhile, Lei added that
because the case involved working
at an officially unapproved
workplace — a violation of the
Law on the Hiring of Non-
resident Workers — the matter has
also been referred to the Labour
Affairs Bureau (DSAL) for
follow-up action. H

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded theft suspect from Indonesia to a
PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday. - Photo: Armindo Neves
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Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.
A FEW THUNDERY SHOWERS.
SHOWERS WILL BECOME MORE
FREQUENT LATER.
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RELATIVE HUMIDITY
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Waterfront pollutants cut by 50-80 pct

Ida Cheong

Environmental Protection Bureau
(DSPA) officials said at a closed-
door meeting yesterday that because
cross-connected drains and illegal
sewage discharges cause poor water
quality and waterfront stench around
Macau’s harbors, the bureau imple-
mented sewage interception proj-
ects alongside temporary wastewa-
ter treatment facilities from 2019
to 2024. These measures reduced
pollutant concentrations near the
Areia Preta district’s waterfront by
over 80 percent, achieved a 50-to-80
percent pollutant reduction near the
Outer Harbor’s coastal waters, and
cut pollutant concentrations near
the Inner Harbor coast by about 60
percent.

The DSPA officials made the
remarks during a closed-door meet-
ing with members of the government-
appointed Northern District Commu-
nity Service Consultative Council at
the Patane Municipal Market Com-
plex (VP ZLEAMET T T BUAZ & ).

Briefing reporters after
yesterday’s meeting, Chan Ian Ian,
deputy convenor of the government-
appointed council, noted that the
2025 comprehensive water quality
assessment index for local coastal
waters stood at 0.49. Meanwhile,
the Inner Harbour area recorded
0.54 — well below 1.0 — which
denotes good water quality.

According to the index, 0.0 to
1.0 indicates a low level of pollution,

Northern District Community Service Consultative Council Deputy Convener Chan
lan lan (right) and fellow council member Fu U On look on during yesterday’s press
briefing after the government-appointed council’s closed-door meeting at the Patane

Municipal Market Complex (7> 3L 8 1 T B4 & KA%).

while exceeding the threshold of 1.0
indicates serious pollution.

Chan pointed out that Macau
harbours’ heavy metal indices ranged
between 0.03 and 0.04, indicating
extremely low levels of heavy metal
pollution. However, due to Macau’s
geographical location, continuous
sediment accumulation in local waters
causes turbidity, a condition attributed
to natural geographical constraints
rather than pollution, she said.

Meanwhile, the bureau expanded
water quality monitoring points
from 12 in 2020 to 25 currently,
with regular sampling and testing
of seawater and seabed sediments,
and installed three 24/7 real-time
automatic water quality monitoring

- Photo: Ida Cheong

stations, Ian said.

Fellow council member Fu U On
added that Macau’s five permanent
conventional wastewater treatment
plants and two temporary treatment
plants are operating already, while
one on the man-made island where
the Macau checkpoint of the Hong
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao  Bridge is
located is still under construction.

In 2025, three biological
treatment lines at the Taipa
wastewater treatment plant were
optimised to enhance treatment
efficiency, Fu said, adding that the
upgrade of the Coloane Wastewater
Treatment Plant is progressing as
Macau strengthens its wastewater
treatment network. W

Govt offers local construction workers
free cooling vests

Ida Cheong

The Labour Affairs Bureau
(DSAL) has launched a promotion-
al scheme offering local outdoor
workers in the construction sector
free innovative cooling vests, aim-
ing to reduce heat stress risks, pre-
vent heatstroke, and enhance both
comfort and productivity. Eligible
small and medium-sized enterprises
(SME) in the construction sector are
welcome to apply, according to a
DSAL statement on Wednesday.

The vests feature an ergonomic
design and are equipped with porta-
ble air conditioning and fan systems
that effectively promote air circula-
tion for rapid heat dissipation and
cooling, the statement said, adding
that the vests are lightweight and
durable, particularly suited for con-
struction workers operating in hot
and humid environments.

Local construction SMEs with
less than 300 employees can apply
for the scheme, provided their work-
ers’ job roles involve prolonged
outdoor exposure and high physical
intensity, such as formwork, rebar
fixing, welding, slinging/signalling,
and crane operations; additionally,
the relevant workers must hold a
valid “Construction Industry Safety
Card”, the statement said.

According to the statement, only
local workers are entitled to benefit
from government’s free cooling
vest initiative.

In  order to  strengthen
enterprises’ heat hazard management

capabilities, management staff of
approved companies can attend
free workshops about heat stress
risk assessment and heatstroke
prevention in hot weather, which the
bureau organises annually from May
to September, the statement noted.
In addition to this new initiative,
the bureau continues to offer a range
of occupational safety equipment
promotion  schemes, including

portable temporary anchor devices,
safety belts,

first-aid  Kkits, fall

[
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This handout poster provided by the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) on Wednesday

arresters and independent lifelines,
heat-insulating gloves, portable
waist-mounted fans, heat-resistant
clothing, and sun-protective hat
covers, the statement added.

For details on application proce-
dures for all the schemes, please visit
the bureau’s “OSH World”* website
at www.dsal.gov.mo, call 2871 7781,
or email dsaldsso@dsal.gov.mo.

* “OSH” stands for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (W35 %4>
f#EE) — Gemini

u "~ Ep TN N

promotes its free innovative cooling vests for local construction workers. English

translation arranged by the Post.
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Sands China marks 6 years in Dow Jones Best-in-Class Indices

Rui Pastorin

Integrated resort operator Sands China’s outstanding
performance in Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)
practices was recognised in the latest Dow Jones Best-in-Class

(DJBIC) Indices, according to a statement on Wednesday.

The statement said that the Dow Jones Best-in-Class
Indices is annually conducted by S&P Global and represents
“the world’s first and most credible benchmarks for corporate

sustainability”.

Sands China’s recognitions include the “Dow Jones Best-in-
Class World Index” for the fifth consecutive year and the “Dow
Jones Best-in-Class Asia Pacific Index” for the sixth consecutive
year, making it “the world’s only integrated resort operator to be

concurrently listed in both indices”, the statement said.

Among the 16 globally invited integrated resorts (IRs) for
this year’s assessment, Sands China and parent company Las
Vegas Sands Corp. were chosen for the World Index, according

to the statement.

‘Yue Yunpeng & Sun Yue
Stand-up Comedy Show’
set for Aug 1 at Wynn Palace

Rui Pastorin

The “Yue Yunpeng & Sun Yue Stand-up Comedy
Show” will be hosted at the Wynn Palace Grand Theatre
on August 1, marking the return of mainland Chinese
comedic duo to the venue after five years, according
to a recent statement by the integrated resort operator.

The one-night performance, which also celebrates
the company’s 20" anniversary in Macau, will see the
theatre transformed into a “teahouse”, the statement
said, with guests invited to gather over tea while
immersing themselves in the “rich traditions of Chinese
performing arts”.

The statement described the pair as “one of the
most iconic duos in Chinese stand-up comedy”. Both
are part of the Deyun Society*, where they formed
their longstanding partnership.

The statement said that Yue is “one of the most
popular comedians in the Chinese stand-up comedy
scene” and has made multiple appearances on the
CCTYV Spring Festival Gala. Moreover, Sun is known
for his “composed, masterful delivery and impeccable
comedic timing”.

Opening at 8:00 p.m. on August 1, ticket prices
start at 888 patacas, with more details on https:/
www.ticketing. wynnresortsmacau.com/wynnstand-

upcomedy. B

*The Deyun Society ({iz4t) is the Chinese
mainland’s “most famous and influential professional
comedy troupe, specialising in the traditional art
of Xiangsheng (M75), commonly translated ‘as

- Gemini
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crosstalk

This photo recently provided by Wynn Palace shows comedy
duo Yue Yunpeng (left) and Sun Yue posing.

The statement added that Sands China was one of the two
IRs to secure a spot on the Asia Pacific Index, while its parent
company has been included in the World and North America
indices for the seventh consecutive year.

The statement quoted Sands China Chief Executive Officer
and Executive Director Grant Chum Kwan Lock as saying:
“This accolade is an encouraging, high-level international
endorsement of our outstanding ESG performance. Sands China
has always viewed sustainable development as a fundamental
cornerstone of our business and remains committed to fulfilling

our corporate social responsibility”.

“For over two decades, we have embedded ESG principles
into our daily operations — driving local talent development,
fostering community inclusion, and supporting SMEs, generating
broader and lasting social benefits for Macau”, he added.

The statement also highlighted the company’s raft of
sustainability initiatives under its “People, Community, and
Planet” ESG pillars, which received international acclaim. m

This undated handout photo provided by Sands China on Wednesday
shows The Venetian Macao integrated resort (IR) in Cotai at night.

MGM, Macao Chamber of Commerce hold
BA tour

Rui Pastorin

MGM and the Guangdong Office
of the Macao Chamber of Commerce
recently co-hosted the two-day “SME
Quality Enhancement Greater Bay
Area [GBA] Exchange Tour”, gathering
close to 20 small- and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) from Macau’s food
sector that have long partnered with the
integrated resort operator.

The tour aimed to help delegates
gain “insights into the latest production
technologies and market trends”, the
company said in a statement on Tuesday,
hoping that they will apply them to their
own businesses. The event also included
representatives from supporting Macau
government entities and associations.

The statement said that the participants
visited Foshan city and Jiangmen city,
touring several “representative enterprises
covering food production and processing,
food machinery and equipment, as well
as traditional catering brands that have
successfully transformed into modern
chain operations”. A Foshan-Macau
industry exchange session was also held.

Assistant Vice President of Purchasing

‘quality enhancement’ G
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Guests, representatives and participants pose for a group photo during the recent “SME Quality

Enhancement Greater Bay Area Exchange Tour”.

of MGM Simon Leong (#¥ki#) was
quoted in the statement as saying: “This
year, we have facilitated the industry
to gain a deeper understanding of food
production technologies and market
trends. Over 70 percent of participating
SMEs have joined our GBA exchange tour
for two consecutive years, demonstrating
the initiative’s effectiveness.”

The statement quoted Macao
Chamber of Commerce Vice President
Kevin Ho King Lun as saying: “We

- Photo: MGM

hope that this exchange tour will serve
as an opportunity to connect high-quality
industrial resources across both regions,
explore new collaboration pathways, and
identify mutually beneficial opportunities,
thereby fostering deeper cooperation
across related industries and beyond.”

Gourmet House Macau LTD. Gen-
eral Manager Carman Ying, who has par-
ticipated in the programme for two years,
was quoted in the statement as regarding
the initiative as “highly beneficial”. m

Local Portuguese artist Maria Vilaca transforms
discarded materials into green message

Khalel Vallo

Macau-based Portuguese artist Maria
Elisa da Rocha Vilaca opened her solo craft
exhibition “EVERYTHING IS CREATED,
EVERYTHING IS TRANSFORMED.”
yesterday at CREATIVE MACAU (CCI)
in Nape, using artworks made from natural
and discarded materials to encourage
environmental awareness and sustainable
living.

Addressing the opening ceremony,
Vilaga said the exhibition reflects her
long-standing commitment to education
and raising awareness, particularly
among younger generations, about
respecting nature and making better use
of materials that are often thrown away.

Vilaga also said that “modern society
has become increasingly driven by
excessive consumption, with people
discarding items almost immediately
after use”. Through the exhibition, Vilaca
said she hopes to inspire visitors to see
the value in reusing everyday objects
instead of treating them as waste.

The exhibition features work created

from materials collected across Macau,
including leaves from gardens, driftwood,
beach finds and objects recovered from
rubbish bins. Vilaga said that each piece
demonstrates how discarded or natural
materials can be transformed into
something new through creativity, noting
the importance of teaching children to
appreciate nature from an early age,
arguing that environmental awareness
should begin through education and
everyday experiences.

Vilaga added that today’s younger
generation is growing up in an
increasingly fast-paced and automated
world, making it even more important
to encourage curiosity, creativity and
meaningful human connections.

The exhibition presents both an
artistic showcase and an environmental
appeal, inviting visitors to rethink
consumption habits and discover new
possibilities in materials that might
otherwise be discarded.

Running through July 25, the exhibits
are on display at the CREATIVE MACAU

gallery on the ground floor of the Macau
Cultural Centre (CCM) in Nape with free
admission between Monday and Saturday,
between 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. m

Stay tuned for an upcoming Page 4
photo feature about the exhibition.

Macau-based Portuguese artist Maria Elisa

da Rocha Vilaga addresses yesterday’s

“EVERYTHING IS CREATED, EVERYTHING

IS TRANSFORMED.” craft exhibition opening

ceremony at CREATIVE MACAU (CCl) in Nape.
- Photo: Khalel Vallo
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‘Policromia Lusofona’ exhibition
showcases traditional crafts from PSCs

Khalel Vallo
The six-day Policromia Lus6fona (Lusophone Polychromy*) handicraft exhibition was
inaugurated on Monday by the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation between China and

Portuguese-speaking Countries (PSCs), aka Forum Macao, at the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)

Gallery, opposite the city’s main square, Largo do Senado, showcasing traditional crafts from

Portuguese-speaking countries and regions as part of the 18" China and Portuguese-speaking

Countries Cultural Week.

Running through Sunday, the exhibition features handicrafts donated over the past two
decades to Forum Macao, according to an information board at the entrance of the exhibition.

The collection consists of works from Angola, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial
Guinea, Mozambique, Portugal, Sdo Tomé and Principe, and Timor-Leste, highlighting the
cultural diversity shared through the Portuguese language.

Organised into four themed sections — textiles, musical instruments, sculptures and #%
everyday objects — the exhibition presents handcrafted works that reflect each country’s
history, traditions, and local environment.

Visitors are first introduced to textiles crafted from natural fibres before exploring traditional
musical instruments associated with celebrations and rituals. The exhibition also features sculptures
reflecting spiritual beliefs and daily life, alongside practical household objects that incorporate local
aesthetics and craftsmanship. Together, the pieces illustrate techniques and knowledge passed down
through generations while highlighting the diversity of the Lusophone world.

According to the message, while the Portuguese language connects communities across Europe,
South America, Africa and Asia, handicrafts preserve the different cultural memories and identities of
each society. The message also noted that, despite increasing digitalisation, traditional craftsmanship
continues to demonstrate the relationship between people, culture, and the natural environment.

Beyond showcasing artistic craftsmanship, the exhibition highlights the cultural
links shared among Portuguese-speaking countries while celebrating the traditions
of each community. The organisers urge visitors to experience the textures, materials
and stories behind each handcrafted piece, describing the exhibition as an opportunity
to appreciate the creativity, vitality and cultural exchange that flourish across the
Portuguese-speaking world.

With free admission, the exhibition is open from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the
ground-floor gallery until Sunday night, inviting residents and visitors to explore the
artistic traditions and shared cultural heritage of the PSCs through handcrafted works.

* Polychromy refers to the art, practice, or effect of decorating surfaces — such
as sculptures, architectural elements, and pottery — with a variety of vibrant colours.

- Gemini
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‘Medium’ probability of
Strong Wind Signal No.3
today: observatory

Tony Wong

The  Meteorological  and
Geophysical Bureau (SMG) said
on its website last night that there
was a “medium” probability for
the Strong Wind Signal No.3 to be
hoisted today.

However, the website said
that the Standby Signal No.l,
which was hoisted at 11:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, was expected to
remain in force this morning.

At 11:00 p.m. yesterday,
according to the SMG website,
a tropical depression was about
590 kilometres
Macau. It was forecast to move
west-northwest at 15 kilometres
per hour towards the nation’s
southernmost province of Hainan.

Depending on its location and
strength, Macau’s observatory
classifies a tropical cyclone into

southwest of

super typhoon.

Signal No.l is the lowest of

Macau’s tropical cyclone warning
signals. It is hoisted when a
tropical cyclone comes within 800
kilometres from Macau. Its higher
warning typhoon signals are the
No.3, No.8, No.9, and No.10.

The bureau said last night
that the tropical depression over
the central-northern part of the
South China Sea was expected
to gradually intensify and move
towards Hainan island.

The website said that the
tropical depression’s outer
circulation is  expected to

gradually intensify the level of

winds affecting Macau today,
when showers are also expected to
become more frequent.
Consequently, the website
said, the bureau concluded that

tropical ~ depression,  tropical there was a “medium” probability
storm, severe tropical storm, that it would need to hoist the
typhoon, severe typhoon, and Strong Wind Signal No.3 today. m
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Chinese car models top

Israel’s

JERUSALEM —  Chinese
carmakers dominated both
Israel’s overall and electric

vehicle markets in the first half of
2026, according to data released
yesterday by the Israel Vehicle
Importers Association.

The Jaecoo 5, a subcompact
crossover SUV manufactured by
Chinese automaker Chery, was
Israel’s best-selling vehicle during
the January-June period.

Available in gasoline, hybrid,
and fully electric versions, the
Jaecoo 5 sold 7,315 units during
the period, ahead of South Korea’s
Hyundai Kona, which sold 7,262
units.

Another Chery model, the
Jaecoo 7 compact crossover SUV,
available in gasoline and hybrid
versions, ranked third with 7,074
units sold.

Chery, which offers 11 models

auto salesin H1

in Israel, was the country’s top-
selling automaker, delivering
40,564 vehicles during the period,
followed by Japan’s Toyota and
South Korea’s Hyundai, with over
16,000 units sold each.

Overall, Chinese manufactur-
ers led the market with 77,625
units sold in the first half of the
year, up 70.8 percent year-on-
year. South Korean automakers
ranked second with 29,081 units,
followed by Japanese automakers
with 18,494.

In the electric car market,
China’s XPeng Motors ranked
first with 3,183 units sold, led
by the XPeng G6 mid-size SUV,
the country’s best-selling electric
model during the period. US
automaker Tesla came in second,
with 3,155 units, followed by
China’s BYD Auto and Changan
Automobile. — Xinhua
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Sam urges UM to take leading
role in Macau-Hengqin
educational initiatives

This handout photo released by the University of Macau (UM) last night shows the joint meeting of its University Assembly (UA)
and University Council (UC) yesterday.

Tony Wong

The University of Macau (UM)
held the joint meeting of its Univer-
sity Assembly (UA) and University
Council (UC) for the 2025/2026
academic year yesterday, where
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai, also

chancellor of the UM and chair of

the UA, urged the UM to take a
leading role in advancing the high-
quality development of the Macau
government’s ~ Macau-Hengqin
International Education (Univer-
sity) Town project, according to an
UM statement last night.

The meeting was also attended
by Secretary for Social Affairs and
Culture Wallis O Lam, UC Chair
Peter Lam Kam Seng, and UM
Rector Song Yonghua.

Sam’s 4 opinions &
suggestions

During the meeting, according
to the statement, Sam raised four
opinions and suggestions for the
university.

The first is to advance the
development of the Macau-
Hengqin International Education
(University) Town with high
standards. Sam said that the UM
should enhance its cross-border
educational initiatives, covering
campus development, curriculum

planning, laboratory facilities, and
industry-academia  collaboration.
The university should also ensure
the proper use of government
funding and maintain compliance
with relevant regulations, with the
goal of becoming a model for cross-
border education under the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle,
Sam said.

The second, Sam said, is to
formulate and implement a new
five-year development plan and
strengthen  synergies  between
the university’s two campuses
in academic development, talent
cultivation, and research.

The third, Sam said, is to
capitalise on the university’s role
as a key platform for integrating
education, research, and talent by
enhancing its academic structure,
advancing research in key areas,
and attracting and nurturing high-
calibre talent.

The fourth,Samsaid, is to further
expand the wuniversity’s global
network, particularly by promoting
exchanges  with  Portuguese-,
Spanish-, and English-speaking
countries, as well as neighbouring
regions in Asia, thereby supporting
Macau’s role in the country’s high-
level opening-up.

The UM is currently constructing

its new, second campus on Zhuhai’s
Hengqin island.

The future new campus will be
the university’s first campus outside
the jurisdiction of the Macau Special
Administrative Region (MSAR) and it
will be the university’s second campus.
Geographically, both campuses are
located in Hengqin, but the first,
current one is under the MSAR’s direct
jurisdiction on a plot of land, covering
one square kilometre, leased from the
Chinese mainland.

The Macau government plans
to develop its Macau-Henggin
International Education (University)
Town project in three phases. The
first phase is transitional teaching and
research facilities to be used by three
Macau public universities, namely
the UM, the Macao Polytechnic
University (MPU), and the Macao
University of Tourism (UTM), before
the completion of their respective
new campuses in Hengqin.

The second phase is the UM’s
new campus in Hengqin, the partial
and full operation of which are
slated for 2028 and 2029, while the
third phase is the new campuses of
the MPU and the UTM in Henggqin,
construction of which, according to
the Macau government’s previous
announcements, is slated to start in
2027 and be completed in 2030. m

Senior dies 3 days after being hit by car: pollce

Tony Wong

A 74-year-old local woman
died in hospital yesterday, three
days after being hit by a car while
crossing a road in the peninsula’s
San Kio district, authorities
announced.

According to a Public Security
Police (PSP) statement, emergency
services received a report at
12:45 p.m. on Monday regarding
theaccident on Rua da Harmonia
(8 Z247). The victim was struck
while crossing the road as a car
was turning into Rua da Harmonia
from Travessa da Corda (K4H4%).
She was rushed to the hospital for
emergency treatment.

Yesterday’s PSP statement
confirmed that the woman was
pronounced dead at 10:46 a.m.
after life-saving efforts failed.

The statement noted that

the accident was caused by “the
driver’s failure to properly control

his vehicle’s speed” while turning
into a junction, an offence for
which he has been fined. The
police are urging witnesses to
the accident to contact the Traffic
Department on 2837 4214.

According to an earlier PSP
announcement on Monday, the
driver, a 40-year-old local man,
passed a breathalyser test.

The Fire Services Bureau
(CB) also reported on Monday
that when paramedics arrived at
the scene, they found the woman
unconscious  and  breathing
weakly. She had been run over
and suffered fractures to her left
leg and right foot, she was rushed
to the private Kiang Wu Hospital
for emergency treatment. m

Firefighters work next to the seven-seater
which struck a female senior citizen on
Rua da Harmonia at its junction with
Travessa da Corda in San Kio district on
Monday. - Photo courtesy of TDM
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China unveils 5-year plan to
improve services, quality of life for
people with disabilities

BEIJING —Chinaunveiled yesterday
a plan aimed at further improving social
security, public services and living
standards for people with disabilities
over the next five years.

The plan for the protection and
development of persons with disabilities
during the 15" Five-year Plan period
(2026-2030) was released by the
State Council Working Committee on
Disability, outlining major development
targets, policy measures and key service
programs for the period.

According to the plan, China
will pursue 32 major tasks in seven
key areas, including establishing a
more sustainable social security and
care service system for people with
disabilities by 2030, while also creating
more comprehensive and higher-quality
employment opportunities for them.

It also pledged more precise
and efficient basic public services,
richer cultural and spiritual life,
greater vitality in technology-assisted
disability support, and a more inclusive
and accessible social environment.

The overall quality of life and
development capacity of people with
disabilities are expected to further
improve over the next five years,
according to the plan.

By the end of 2025, about 27.74
million persons with disabilities
had participated in the basic old-age
insurance program, and 12.96 million
were receiving pension benefits,
according to the China Disabled

Persons’ Federation. Among registered
persons with disabilities, about 8.9
million were employed.

Under the newly released five-year
plan, the average annual growth rate
of per capita income of households
with disabled members is expected to
basically keep pace with the annual
growth of Chinese residents’ disposable
income by 2030. This represents a
higher benchmark than during the
previous five-year period.

During the 2021-2025 period, the
average annual growth rate of per
capita income of households with
disabled members largely kept pace
with China’s GDP growth.

“The new target points to the need
to increase wage income, business
income and property income for
disabled households, which will be a
much tougher task over the next five
years,” said Feng Shanwei, deputy
secretary-general of China Disability
Research Society.

To achieve this goal, efforts will be
made to expand employment. The plan
said China aims to create jobs for a total
of 1 million people with disabilities
over next five years.

Authorities will also establish 100
new workshops to support employment
for disabled women and expand service
outlets offering jobs in sectors such as
breakfast services and lottery sales.

According to the plan, China will
further improve rehabilitation and care
services for people with disabilities

during the period. The coverage rate
of basic rehabilitation services, which
exceeded 85 percent during the past five
years, will be raised by five percentage
points.

The country will work to maintain
that 95 percent of people with
disabilities enjoy medical insurance
and at least 97 percent of school-age
disabled children receive compulsory
education.

Statistics and data governance
related to persons with disabilities
will be a major priority in the coming
five years. China plans to launch its
third national sample survey on people
with disabilities during the 2026-2030
period, updating national data for the
first time since 2006.

The plan also calls for broader
accessibility upgrades in  public
facilities, including hospitals, schools,
banks, libraries, museums, theaters,
sports venues and tourist attractions.
Self-service terminals in sectors such as
finance, healthcare and postal services
will also enjoy barrier-free upgrades.

China will further promote the use
of emerging technologies to support
people with disabilities, including
research in artificial intelligence, brain-
computer interfaces and robotics,
according to the plan.

The plan also encourages wider
application of digital technologies
such as big data, cloud computing and
the Internet of Things in disability
assistance services. — Xinhua

A preliminary examination for the Geshe Lharampa is held at the Drepung Monastery in Lhasa, southwest China’s Xizang Autonomous
Region, yesterday. A total of 13 monks from multiple monasteries are in the process of completing a preliminary examination for the Geshe
Lharampa, the highest academic degree in the exoteric teachings of the Gelug school of Tibetan Buddhism. Geshe Lharampa, which means

“intellectual” in the Tibetan language, is the equivalent of a doctoral degree in modern education.

- Xinhua

Air China launches Beijing-Venice flight route

BEIJING — Air China yesterday
launched a direct flight route connecting
Beijing with Venice, northern Italy, the
airline said.

The new route will operate as
a round-trip service, with flights

scheduled for every Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday and Sunday.

Air China said that the route will
further improve its FEuropean flight
network, helping strengthen China-
Europe economic and trade ties as well as

cultural and people-to-people exchanges.

The airline launched its first China-
Italy route in 1986, linking Beijing and
Rome. Today, it operates nearly 260
flights each week to 25 destinations
across Europe. — Xinhua

‘Poh Teck’ becomes
symbol of Chinese
in Thailand, says
overseas Chinese
community leader

Interview by Xinhua writers Geng Lingnan, Lin Shuting

BANGKOK — The spirit embodied in the name of Poh
Teck Tung Foundation has become an iconic symbol of
Chinese communities in Thailand, an overseas Chinese
community leader has said.

Xu Guanghui, vice chairman of the Poh Teck Tung
Foundation, traced the prestigious charitable institution’s
origins and century-long humanitarian relief work in a recent
interview with Xinhua in Bangkok.

In the 1900s, cholera ravaged Thailand, leaving countless
bodies unattended. Moved by the tragedy, Chinese merchant
Zheng Zhiyong teamed up with about a dozen fellow Chinese
to retrieve unclaimed corpses for burial. The group registered
as an official foundation in the 1930s, formally named the Poh
Teck Tung Foundation.

Xu said there are dual connotations behind the phrase “Poh
Teck,” or “Bao De,” meaning repaying kindness in Chinese.

“’Poh Teck’ first embodies gratitude to Thailand, our host
homeland, that enables overseas Chinese to thrive. Secondly,
it is a tribute to our ancestral homeland, where our culture and
heritage originate. The foundation’s name retains its original
Chinese pronunciation, so descendants will never forget their
roots,” Xu explained.

The foundation’s core mission is to relieve suffering,
protect lives and assist the needy without discrimination
of race or wealth, Xu said. “Whenever people turn to us in
distress, we will always lend a helping hand. This founding
aspiration has never wavered for more than a century,” he
added.

Over the years, the foundation has earned recognition and
support from Thai society, Xu said. It has become a common
consensus among Thais that they will call the foundation for
help in car crashes, fires and other incidents, with rescuers
usually arriving at the scene within minutes.

All operational funds of the foundation come from
donations by individuals at home and abroad, Xu noted. “Nota
cent of donated funds is retained for internal use; every penny
goes toward rescue operations and livelihood assistance. This
has remained our unwavering commitment for a century.”

The storyline of China’s hit film Dear You mirrors the
real experiences of countless overseas Chinese over the last
century, Xu said. “No matter how tough their own lives were,
older generations of overseas Chinese would send money
home via ‘qiaopi’ to support their families as soon as they
earned money, rather than indulging themselves first,” he
added.

Xu recounted the story of an elderly overseas Chinese
man surnamed Zhu. As a teenager, Zhu sailed on a red-
headed junk ship to Thailand, only to be robbed by pirates
en route and left with nothing but underwear. On his first
night in a foreign land, a bowl of hot congee from the Poh
Teck Tung Foundation warmed his weary heart. He initially
made a living hauling rice sacks in Bangkok’s Chinatown.
Through hard work and endurance, he eventually founded
a large textile enterprise and became a steady donor to the
foundation.

Overseas Chinese families often bring their children to
participate in charitable activities, setting an example and
teaching them the value of giving, Xu recalled.

“When I was young, I followed my grandfather to do
charitable work at the foundation. I never imagined I would
grow up to serve as its vice chairman, a blessing stemming
from the good deeds of our forebears,” he said, “Today,
most donors and volunteers are descendants of Chinese
immigrants, whose ancestors once received assistance from
the foundation, with the seed of kindness deeply planted in
their hearts.”

The longing for the motherland conveyed in “qiaopi”
and the unconditional relief delivered by the Poh Teck Tung
Foundation both embody the defining spirit of overseas
Chinese: hard work, devotion to homeland, and a philanthropic
mindset, Xu said.

“This philanthropic spirit rooted in Chinese culture will be
passed down from generation to generation in both China and
Thailand, continuously infusing momentum into friendship
between the two countries,” he emphasized. — Xinhua
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Xi Jinping Thought on
Party Building provides
new approach to party
governance globally: report

BEIJING — Xi Jinping Thought
on Party Building has provided a
new approach to party governance
for political parties around the
world, according to a think tank
report released yesterday.

Titled “Contemporary Features
and Global Significance of Xi
Jinping Thought on Party Building,”
the report was jointly issued by the
National High-Level Think Tank of
the Party School of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee (National Academy
of Governance) and the National
High-Level Think Tank of Xinhua
News Agency.

As political parties around the
world grapple with crises of public
trust, the Thought, drawing on the
century-long wisdom embodied
in the Party’s relationship with the
people, offers a Chinese solution
for political parties worldwide

to consolidate the foundations
of their governance and address
the challenge of declining public
support, the report said.

The report also noted the CPC’s
organizational system that gives
full play to the Party’s political
strengths under the centralized
and unified leadership of the
Party Central Committee. Some
countries have actively drawn on
the CPC’s experience in improving
organizational structure.

Moreover, the CPC has been
improving mechanisms for
the oversight and constraint of
power, providing new insights for
eradicating entrenched corruption
in political parties. By resolutely
rejecting zero-sum thinking, the
CPC is also sharing with the world
a new paradigm for building a new
type of party-to-party relations,
according to the report.  — Xinhua

Xi Jinping Thought on
Party Building opens new
horizons in Marxist theory

of Party building: report

BEIJING - Xi Jinping Thought
on Party Building has opened new
horizons in Marxist theory of Party
building, highlighting a people-
centered approach and a scientific
mindset for the Communist Party of
China (CPC) to fulfill its historical
mission, according to a think tank
report on the Thought released
yesterday.

The report, titled “Contemporary
Features and Global Significance
of Xi Jinping Thought on Party
Building,” was jointly released by
the National High-Level Think
Tank of the Party School of the
CPC Central Committee (National
Academy of Governance) and the
National High-Level Think Tank of
Xinhua News Agency.

Noting that the CPC’s ideals

and convictions are rooted in
faith in Marxism and the ideals of
communism and socialism with
Chinese characteristics, the report
said the CPC has always shouldered
the historical mission of realizing
the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation.

Established in the context of
the CPC’s new historical position,
the Thought has offered profound
insights into the Party’s mission in
the new era, the report said.

Upholding the Party’s people-
centered stance, the Thought
addresses the most pressing
and challenging issues facing
the country’s development, and
underscores the importance of
applying scientific methods of
thinking, the report said. — Xinhua

China willing to facilitate
two-way agricultural trade
with US: MOC

BEIJING - China is ready to
work with the United States to
create favorable conditions for two-
way agricultural trade, a Ministry
of Commerce (MOC) spokesperson
said yesterday.

Responding to a question on
whether China would reduce or
cancel tariffs on US agricultural
products, spokesperson He
Yadong said agricultural trade is
an important part of China-U.S.
economic and trade cooperation.

Following recent economic

and trade consultations, the two
sides have set guiding targets for

expanding two-way agricultural
trade and agreed in principle
to include relevant agricultural

products in arrangements under
a reciprocal tariff-reduction
framework, He said.

Companies will conduct trade
independently in line with market
principles and based on actual
demand and market conditions, the
spokesperson added.

— Xinhua
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Think tank report elaborates on
features, significance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Party Building

Commentary

BEIJING — A think tank report
released yesterday delves into
the fine qualities and key factors
behind the Communist Party of
China’s (CPC) remarkable feats.

The report, titled
“Contemporary ~ Features  and
Global Significance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Party Building,” was
jointly released by the National
High-Level Think Tank of the
Party School of the CPC Central
Committee (National Academy
of Governance) and the National
High-Level Think Tank of Xinhua
News Agency.

The report offers an in-depth
decoding of the fundamental key
to the century-old Party’s enduring
vitality and sustained growth.

Xi Jinping Thought on Party
Building originates from the

scientific theory of Marxism, is
rooted in fine traditional Chinese
culture, and has drawn nourishment
from the CPC’s great practice of
full and rigorous self-governance
in the new era, the report said,
adding it offers a concentrated
expression of the achievements
in theoretical, practical, and
institutional innovation for Party
building in the new era.

The thought provides profound
answers to the major theoretical and
practical questions concerning Party
building in the new era, enriching
and advancing the Marxist theory
of Party building through a series of
original contributions, according to
the report.

The thought wupholds the
fundamental position with deep
commitment to the people, and
addresses development challenges

through scientific methods,
demonstrating  its  distinctive
theoretical character, the report
said.

The CPC is a party that seeks
happiness for the Chinese people
and rejuvenation for the Chinese
nation, while also pursuing human
progress and the common good of
the world, the report noted.

Standing at the forefront
of the development of human
political civilization, and drawing
on reflections on the present and
future of the world as well as the
CPC’s practical experience, Xi
Jinping Thought on Party Building
provides an important public
intellectual resource for political
party building around the world,
especially for political parties in
the Global South, the report added.

— Xinhua

Fairgoers watch a humanoid robot dancing during the Digital Economy Industry Expo 2026 at the China National
Convention Center in Beijing yesterday. Themed “Building a digital-friendly city: Inclusive Intelligence, Borderless
Connectivity,” the 2026 Global Digital Economy Conference opened yesterday. The conference consists of an opening
ceremony, one main forum titled “Global Dialogue on Digital-Friendly Cities,” multiple thematic forums, and year-round
series of events, responding to the transformative changes brought about by technological innovation in the digital era.

The Digital Economy Industry Expo 2026 is held concurrently during the conference.

- Xinhua

Xi Jinping Thought on Party Building
charts CPC’s course for strengthening
century-old Party: report

BEIJING — Xi Jinping Thought
on Party Building charts the course
for strengthening the century-old
Communist Party of China (CPC)
and building China into a great
country, according to a think tank
report released yesterday.

Titled “Contemporary Features
and Global Significance of Xi Jin-
ping Thought on Party Building,”
the report was jointly issued by
the National High-Level Think
Tank of the Party School of the
CPC Central Committee (National
Academy of Governance) and the

National High-Level Think Tank
of Xinhua News Agency.

Rooted in the sweeping history
of the century-old Party, set
against the backdrop of profound
changes unseen in a century, and
forged through the great practice
of governing and strengthening the
Party in the new era, the Thought
emerged as a fundamental guideline
for strengthening Party building in
the new era, the report said.

The Thought remains
committed to the value pursuit
of “staying true to the Party’s

founding mission,” embodies
the political stance of putting the
people first, highlights the central
theme of exercising full and
rigorous Party self-governance
and points toward building a
strong country and realizing the
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation
under the leadership of a strong
Marxist political party, according
to the report.

This is precisely the key to
building a strong and thriving
CPC, it added.

— Xinhua
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Nine Thai monks killed after boy

drives truck into

Chayanit Itthipongmaetee

BANGKOK — An 11-year-old
boy drove his parents’ truck into a
Buddhist procession in Thailand
yesterday, killing nine monks and
seriously injuring around 10 others,
police and local authorities said.

A group of 35 monks and five
lay followers were walking along a
roadside in northeastern Mukdahan
province during a pilgrimage when
the incident occurred.

“I saw a boy driving a pickup
truck, approaching. At that moment
I was chanting ‘Buddho, Buddho’
(a meditation mantra),” one monk,
identified as Phra Sompong, said
in a video posted online by local
rescue workers.

“Then suddenly the truck hit at
full speed and crashed us,” he said.

“Luckily another monk and I
managed to jump out of the way in
time,” he added.

“The first nine monks in line
survived. But others who were hit
were thrown into the air.”

Police said five monks died
at the scene and three more in
hospital. The Mukdahan provincial
office later announced the death of
a ninth monk.

Health authorities had earlier
said four monks were in a critical
condition and 10 others were
seriously hurt, while more were
being treated for lighter injuries.

Buddhist monks are highly
venerated in Thailand, entrusted
with preserving and passing on the
Buddha’s teachings.

They often hold public

/

procession

A

This handout photo taken and released yesterday by Ruamjai Mukdahan Rescue

2

Foundation shows the aftermath of a collision between a pickup truck driven by an
11-year-old and a procession of Buddhist monks, killing nine monks and injuring

more than 20 others, in the northeastern Thai province of Mukdahan.

processions and are widely seen
receiving alms of goodwill from
ordinary Thais.

Loud crash

CCTV footage from a nearby
property shows the monks walking
along the road with multiple
vehicles driving past. The sound
of a loud crash can then be heard
before the procession stops.

Police said the boy had taken
his parents’ pickup truck without
permission before losing control of the
vehicle and crashing into the monks.

“The suspect is a child.
The vehicle has been taken for
forensic examination to determine
the cause,” Police Major General
Pairoj Thaiphutsa, commander of
the Mukdahan Provincial Police,
told reporters.

“We’ve asked the child’s
parents to come in so we can
determine who is responsible for
the child’s care, so we can go on

- AFP

with legal process,” he added.

Prayut Ruanthongkam, chief of
Mukdahan City Police, told AFP
by telephone that the child was a
boy aged 11.

In Thailand, children under the
age of 12 have no criminal liability.

Mukdahan Governor Worayan
Bunnarat said the case should serve
as a wider warning on road safety.

Deadly transport accidents are
common in Thailand, which has
one of the worst road safety records
in the world, with speeding, drunk
driving and weak law enforcement
all contributing factors.

“We’ve been very strict on
road safety in recent years. This
case should be a lesson not just for
our province, but for the public in
general when it comes to preventing
road accidents,” said the governor.

“I think everyone involved,
especially parents, needs to help,
because no one wants something
like this to happen.” —AFP

Thailand denies viral claim Macron knelt before king

BANGKOK - Thailand’s
foreign ministry denied yesterday
that French President Emmanuel
Macron knelt before the country’s
king during his state visit to Paris
this week, after an Al-generated
picture circulated online.

King Maha Vajiralongkorn and
Queen Suthida’s trip was the first
official visit by a Thai monarch to
France since 1960, marking the 170"
anniversary of formal diplomatic
relations between the two nations.

During a state dinner at the
presidential ~ palace, Macron
presented the 73-year-old king with
the Grand Cross of the Legion of
Honour — France’s highest award —
and Queen Suthida with the Grand
Cross of the National Order of
Merit, according to Thai media.

An image widely circulated online

in Thailand purported to show Macron
kneeling as he presented the awards.

One Thai-language Facebook
post showing the image on
Wednesday garnered more than
40,000 likes and more than 2,000
shares by the following day.

The post was also shared by a page
with more than two million followers
that frequently publishes pro-military
and nationalist commentary.

One commenter on the post said:
“I"'m so happy and deeply touched that
France, a country far wealthier and
more developed than ours, still places
such importance on our country.”

Another described Macron as “so
charming” and said he had “‘completely
won over Thai hearts with this”.

But an official from Thailand’s
foreign ministry confirmed the
image was Al-generated.

“There is no evidence of
any image showing Emmanuel
Macron kneeling to present a royal
decoration,” the official told AFP.

AFP’s Factcheck service ran
the picture through OpenAl’s
image verification tool, which
determined that it was “generated
with OpenAl tools”.

AFP also compared the outfit
worn by the woman resembling
Queen Suthida in the online post
with AFP pictures of the queen
taken during the state visit, and
found key differences.

There were also no images of
Macron kneeling before the king in
official photographs published by
Thailand’s foreign ministry of the
leaders at the decoration ceremony
and state dinner, an AFP review
found. —AFP

Classes suspended in Manila as anti-corruption
rally enters 3" day

MANILA - Classes were
suspended at all levels in both
public and private schools in
Manila, capital of the Philippines,
as an anti-corruption rally entered
its third day yesterday, according
to local authorities.

The protest group said the

rally aims to seek transparency,
accountability, justice and support for
Senator Rodante Marcoleta, who is
facing a plunder charge involving an
alleged donation of 75 million pesos
(over US$1.2 million) he received
while serving as a congressman
before his 2025 senatorial bid.

The rally began on Tuesday at a
monument in Quezon City, peaking
at about 15,000 participants and
prompting road closures, according
to the police. Yesterday, the rally
moved to Manila after Quezon
authorities revoked the protest
group’s permit. — Xinhua
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Indonesia’s Aceh flogs couple for
kissing in TikTok video

BANDA ACEH - Officials
in Indonesia’s staunchly Islamic
Aceh province publicly flogged an
unmarried couple yesterday, an AFP
reporter witnessed, after the pair kissed
in a video posted to social media.

The man and woman, whose ages
were not disclosed, both received 21
cane lashes in a public park in the
provincial capital Banda Aceh.

Dozens of onlookers watched
the caning, with some calling for
the officials who carried out the
punishment to “whip stronger”, an
AFP reporter saw.

The couple was reported to
the authorities after they were
seen kissing during a livestream
on the video app TikTok, which
prompted an investigation that led
to their punishment, the city’s sharia
police head Muhammad Rizal told
reporters yesterday.

“They clearly violated the Islamic
sharia,” Rizal said, adding that it
was the first time in the religiously
conservative province that people
were punished for violating sharia
law through social media.

Acts of physical intimacy such
as kissing, hugging or touching
between men and women who are
not husband and wife are forbidden
in Aceh, the only province in the

Southeast Asian country that applies
a version of the Islamic law.

Amnesty International Indonesia
spokesman Haeril Halim said the
punishment for the couple was “a
horrifying act of discrimination”.

“This shows that the Aceh Islamic
Criminal Code (Qanun Jinayat) has
expanded its reach to target peaceful
expressions in the digital sphere with
the caning of the young couple,” he
said in a statement to AFP.

He called for the government to
end the use of caning, adding that
corporal punishment “has no place
in a just and humane society”.

Another couple also received 27
lashes yesterday for physical intimacy,
while two men were caned 29 times and
eight times, respectively, for gambling.

In May, authorities flogged two
men and two women 100 times for
having sex outside of marriage. Five
others were also caned at the time
for violations including being in
proximity of members of the opposite
sex and alcohol consumption.

Caning, though not a legal form
of punishment in Indonesia, retains
strong support in Aceh.

Indonesia is the world’s largest
Muslim-majority ~ country,  but
officially recognises six religions as
well as indigenous beliefs. —AFP

conference in Gresik, East Java Province, yesterday.
The National Narcotics Agency (BNN) in collaboration with Customs and the police
foiled an attempt to smuggle 3.37 metric tonnes of cannabis buds from Thailand and

apprehended 12 suspected perpetrators.

- AFP

Exercise boosts smoking
quit rates: study

CANBERRA — Researchers in
Australia have found that exercise
can modestly improve smoking
cessation outcomes, offering a
low-cost tool to support quitting
alongside established treatments.

The study found that exercise
can help people quit smoking by
reducing cigarette consumption,
easing cravings and improving their
chances of quitting, according to a
statement from Australia’s Adelaide
University released yesterday.

Adelaide University researchers
examined 59 randomized controlled
trials involving more than 9,000
participants and found that people
taking part in exercise programs
were 15 percent more likely to
achieve continuous abstinence and
21 percent more likely to report not
smoking over a seven-day period
compared with control groups.

The findings, published in

the Journal of Sport and Health
Science, showed that exercise could
reduce cigarette consumption by
two cigarettes per day, and that a
single bout of exercise was shown
to immediately reduce cigarette
cravings for up to 30 minutes.
Adelaide University Professor
Carol Mabher, the study’s senior
researcher, said exercise could help
manage short-term cravings but
should complement, not replace,
evidence-based interventions such
as counseling and medication.
Globally, tobacco use remains
the leading preventable cause of
premature death, accounting for about
7 million deaths annually, according
to the World Health Organization.
Researchers said further work
is needed to integrate exercise into
real-world cessation programs and
to assess its role in helping people
quit vaping. — Xinhua
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Japan deploys bear cameras in mountains as attacks surge

TOKYO - Japan has begun
installing hundreds of cameras in
its northern mountains as part of a
nationwide survey ofthe bear population
following a surge in maulings, an
official told AFP yesterday.

Bears have killed at least five
people since April 1, all in the northern
region of Tohoku, after a record 13
fatal attacks across the country in
the last fiscal year, according to the
environment ministry.

The animals have grown in
numbers in recent years, a trend
scientists attribute in part to a declining
number of people living in rural areas.

Residents in Tohoku live in
constant fear, with national media
providing daily coverage of bear
sightings at shopping arcades, parks
and schools.

To draw wup an effective
response, authorities plan to use
more than 800 cameras to monitor
the animals, initially targeting six
major bear populations in Tohoku
before expanding the survey across

the country over the next four years,
environment ministry official Yu
Takahashi told AFP.

Jars of honey mixed with wine
placed at about human-head height
are meant to attract the bears. The
cameras will then capture each
animal’s unique white chest marks
as it stands on its hind legs to sniff
the sweet tonic.

“Until now, local governments
surveyed bear populations in their
jurisdictions at various times and using
various methods,” Takahashi said.

“Our plan is to conduct a more
accurate survey by focusing on
population groups,” he said.

Meanwhile, a man  was
arrested yesterday for obstruction
of business, police spokesman
Kenji Goto told AFP, after he had
accidentally set off anti-bear spray
in a post office in Nagoya city.

Five people needed hospital
treatment after the incident on
Wednesday, reports and officials said.

The 22-year-old Vietnamese

Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi (left) listens as India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi speaks during their joint press statements after their meeting at
Hyderabad House in New Delhi, India yesterday.

-AFP

1 child killed, 5 injured in school
building collapse in Lahore

ISLAMABAD — One child was
killed and 5 others injured after part
ofa private school building collapsed
in Pakistan’s eastern city of Lahore
yesterday, rescue officials said.

The incident occurred in
Lahore’s Baghbanpura area when
an under-construction wall and roof
section collapsed, a Rescue 1122
spokesperson told Xinhua.

The child died at the scene. The

injured included another child, two
passersby and two laborers working
on the building’s third floor.

Rescue teams rushed to the site
and launched a search operation
amid fears that more people could
be trapped under the debris.

The injured were taken to a
nearby hospital, while authorities
were investigating the cause of the
collapse. — Xinhua

11 killed, 27 injured in rain-related
incidents across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD - At least 11
people were killed and 27 others
injured in separate rain-related
incidents across Pakistan as heavy
monsoon  rains, thunderstorms
and strong winds battered several
regions, officials said yesterday.

In the northwest Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, 6 people,
including a woman and three
children, were killed and 19 others
injured in lightning strikes, flash
floods, wall collapses and wind-
related incidents, according to the
Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA). The rains also
damaged 38 houses, including two

completely destroyed homes.

In the eastern Punjab province,
2 children were killed and 3 others
injured after a wall collapsed in
Attock district, while in the southwest
Balochistan province, 3 people,
including a woman and children, lost
their lives and 5 others were injured
when strong winds caused the roof of
a house to collapse in Zhob district,
Rescue authorities said.

Authorities have warned of
more rainfall in the coming days and
urged residents in vulnerable areas
to take precautionary measures
against flash floods, landslides and
other rain-related hazards. — Xinhua

national, identified by police as
Huynh Nhat Duy, apologised and
told officers he had discharged the
repellent unintentionally, according
to media reports.

Urban sightings

In recent months there has been
a jump in sightings after the bears
emerged from hibernation, and
more bears have been straying into
urban areas.

This week, authorities said they
were investigating a possible sixth
fatality after a man’s body with bite
marks was found in a mountainous
area in Tohoku.

Authorities recommend people
avoid going alone into the mountains
—which make up some 80 percent of
Japan — and to attach a bell to their
bags, and carry bear sprays.

These aerosols, sold in outdoor
activity stores, contain capsaicin —
the chemical component in spicy
chili peppers — and cause a burning
and irritating sensation.

A staff member sorts bells next to an advertisement for bear spray at a store in
Hanamaki, lwate prefecture, Japan on October 24, 2025.

Bears are also encroaching
increasingly into towns and cities in
Japan.

In June, dozens of police,
hunters and city officials needed
four days to trap a bear roaming
Utsunomiya, north of Tokyo,

- AFP

forcing mass school closures.
Before that another bear
described as “extremely intelligent”
— it opened a window and turned
on a tap — attacked four people at
two factories in Fukushima and
remained at large for days. — AFP

Japan’s female MPs get just 2 more toilets

TOKYO - Japan’s parliament
will get two more women’s toilet
cubicles, officials said yesterday,
after a petition by 58 female MPs
called for more facilities to match
their improved representation.

In Japan, gender roles are
rigid and women are chronically
underrepresented in politics, with
just 68 women lawmakers elected
out of 465 seats up for grabs at
the last lower house election in
February.

The government says it wants
to have women in at least 30
percent of the legislative seats.

“The toilet next to the main
chamber has only two individual
cubicles for women, but the number
will be expanded to four” after the
current Diet session ends on July
17, a lower house spokeswoman
told AFP.

NEW DELHI - India has asked
Meta to hold off launching its
username feature on WhatsApp in
the world’s most populous country,
citing concerns over fraud and
impersonation, media reports said
yesterday.

The move comes as authorities
in India grapple with a spike in
cybercrime, with scammers exploiting
low digital safety awareness among
millions of internet users.

WhatsApp, owned by US tech
giant Meta, said Monday that users
worldwide would be able to connect
via unique usernames instead
of sharing their phone numbers,
an upcoming feature it said was
designed to enhance privacy.

India, WhatsApp’s largest
market with more than half a
billion wusers, voiced concerns
Wednesday that the change could
make it easier for fraudsters to
target victims.

She added, without wishing to
be named, that plans to add more
stalls on other floors were also
under consideration.

“I welcome the move to
improve, if only a little, the sheer
shortage of women’s restrooms for
Diet staff and secretaries as well,”
Hideko Nishioka, the only woman
on the committee involved in
approving the expansion, told local
media.

The cross-party petition, whose
58 signatories included Japan’s
first woman Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi, was submitted
in December to the lower
house committee on rules and
administration.

“Before plenary sessions start,
so many women lawmakers queue
up in front of the restroom,” one of
the signatories, Yasuko Komiyama

over fraud fears

In a letter to Meta, the Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology said the feature could
lead to an increase in online fraud,
phishing, digital arrest scams and
impersonation attacks, the Indian
Express newspaper reported.

“There is a possibility that bad
actors may claim usernames...
and message other users while
pretending to be someone they
are not,” the English-language
daily quoted a senior government
official as saying.

“For those who may not be
technologically aware to make out
the difference, it could be a huge
challenge.”

The ministry has asked Meta
not to roll out the feature until
consultation on the matter is over,
the paper added.

Last month, Meta appointed
Indian fintech titan Kunal Shah as
the new head of WhatsApp.

from the opposition Constitutional
Democratic Party, said at the time.

The Diet building was finished
in 1936, nearly a decade before
women got the vote in December
1945 following Japan’s defeat in
World War II.

The entire lower house building
has 12 men’s toilets with 67 stalls
and nine women’s facilities with a
total of 22 cubicles, according to
the Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper.

Japan ranked 118 out of 148
last year in the World Economic
Forum’s Global Gender Gap
Report. Women are also grossly
under-represented in business and
the media.

In elections, women candidates
say that they often have to deal
with sexist jibes, including being
told that they should be at home
looking after children. — AFP

India asks Meta to hold WhatsApp username rollout

Meta said the feature was not
yet live in India and that it had
already reserved usernames for
public figures and verified accounts.

“To protectagainst impersonation,
we’ve held the highest-profile
names... so they can only ever
be claimed by their legitimate
owners,” it said in a statement.

“Users still require a phone
number to use WhatsApp and we’ve
built multiple layers of defence
against scams into usernames.”

Username feature is already
available on another popular
messaging platform WeChat, owned
by Chinese tech giant Tencent.

Online fraud has surged in India
in recent years as rapid digitisation
has outpaced awareness of basic
internet safety among many users.

Government  figures  show
Indians lost nearly US$3 billion
to cyber fraud in 2025, almost 40
times more than in 2021.  —AFP
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Where do US, Iran talks stand after
Doha negotiations? What we know

DOHA - Iran and the United
States concluded a round of indirect
talks in Doha, mediators said
yesterday, as they kept up efforts
to advance negotiations and lower
tensions following recent exchanges
of fire.

In June, Washington and
Tehran agreed a memorandum of
understanding, brokered by Qatar and
Pakistan, which included a 60-day
ceasefire pausing the war that broke
out with US-Isracli strikes in late
February, as well as the reopening of
the blockaded Strait of Hormuz.

The 14-point deal also set a
timeline for talks to permanently
end the war and settle issues
like arrangements for Hormuz,
reconstruction funding for Iran and
the future of the Islamic republic’s
nuclear programme.

Here is what we know about the
latest round of discussions:

What was agreed

Following the foes’ indirect
discussions in Doha on Wednesday,
US President Donald Trump as well
as mediators Qatar and Pakistan
offered signs that diplomacy was
holding.

“Qatari and Pakistani mediators
concluded separate meetings with
the US and Iranian negotiators in
Doha [on Wednesday], with positive
progress made,” the two mediating
nations said in a statement yesterday.

At the talks’ conclusion, Iran’s
Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi, who led Tehran’s
delegation, said an agreement
had been reached to establish
a communications channel by
Thursday to report and record alleged
violations of the memorandum.

Gharibabadi said discussions
also covered frozen Iranian assets,
whose release Tehran has demanded
as part of any settlement.

He said officials reviewed the use
of part of an initial $6 billion and agreed
that goods needed by Iran would be
purchased and made available.

Trump told reporters on
Wednesday before boarding Air
Force One that “the denuclearisation
of Iran is moving along well”.

.
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This aerial photograph shows boats anchored off Oman’s northern Musandam
Peninsula near the Strait of Hormuz last Thursday.

A source familiar with the matter
told AFP on condition of anonymity
that the indirect negotiations in
Doha had focused more specifically
on arrangements for the Strait of
Hormuz, with the nuclear issue
slated for deeper discussion later.

What comes next

The next indirect US-Iran talks
will come after the Iranian supreme
leader’s funeral.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was
killed aged 86 at his compound in
the centre of the Iranian capital on
February 28, the first day of the war.
Power was swiftly passed to his son
Mojtaba.

Ali Khamenei’s public funeral
will begin tomorrow, with his body
lying in state at the colossal Grand
Mosalla complex in central Tehran that
hosts major Friday prayers, official
ceremonies and religious gatherings.

Qatar and Pakistan said in
statements that the sides had agreed to
keep talking, “with the next meeting
to be set at the earliest possible time
following the funeral processions”.

Khamenei’s burial will take
place on July 9 at the shrine of
Imam Reza in the northeastern city
of Mashhad, his birthplace.

Movements on the ground

Since the signing of the US-Iran
deal in June, both sides have traded
sporadic fire in the Gulf.

-AFP

Tehran’s enforcement of its
claim to the Strait of Hormuz has
sparked repeated flare-ups.

The latest came when US
Central Command said over the
weekend that it had attacked
10 Iranian military targets over
“continued  Iranian  aggression
against commercial shipping”.

Iran said it retaliated with strikes
against US bases in Kuwait and Bahrain,
which both condemned Tehran.

However, the exchanges of fire
had calmed in the days leading up
to the talks in Qatar.

On the Lebanon front, fighting
between Israel and Hezbollah has
been relatively quiet, though the
National News Agency reported a
strike in the country’s southern city
of Nabatieh on Wednesday evening,
without mentioning any victims.

The Israeli military yesterday
said it had killed a Hezbollah
operative “who exited one of the
access shafts of the underground
terror infrastructure” at the strategic
Ali al-Taher Ridge, near Nabatich.

Lebanon is still waiting for Israel
to start withdrawing from “pilot
zones” where the Lebanese army is to
deploy, as per a framework agreement
between the two countries.

Tehran has insisted any deal
should include an end to the parallel
conflict in Lebanon and a withdrawal
of Israeli troops from its south, part
of which they have occupied. — AFP

Lebanese president says will not yield
‘a single inch’ of territory to Israel

BEIRUT — Lebanese President
Joseph Aoun defended yesterday
negotiations with Israel, saying they
were not a betrayal and he would
not surrender “a single inch of
Lebanon’s territory”, according to
the presidency.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel
Katz said on Wednesday that the
Israeli army would remain “until
further notice” in what it describes
as “security zones” in Lebanon,
Syria and the Gaza Strip.

Lebanon signed last week a US-
backed framework agreement with
Israel with the aim of securing peace
between the two countries -- a move
that has been met with major protest

from Iran-backed Hezbollah.

Negotiations with Israel are
not “treason but a diplomatic war
without unnecessary bloodshed”,
Aoun said on Thursday.

The latest war erupted on March
2 when Hezbollah launched missiles
at Israel in retaliation for US-Israeli
strikes that killed Iran’s supreme
leader.

Israel responded with airstrikes
and a ground invasion that have killed
more than 4,200 people in Lebanon,
according to the authorities.

The Lebanese president said that
Beirut has decided to engage in talks
“to guarantee Israel’s withdrawal
from its territory”.

“We will not yield a single
inch of Lebanese territory,” Aoun
declared.

The framework agreement
envisions the Lebanese army
gradually establishing its authority
over south Lebanon as Hezbollah
disarms and Israel withdraws, but
does not set a timeline for this.

The process will be detailed in
a security annex, the contents of
which have not been made public.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, on a visit to the so-called
“security zone” in south Lebanon
on Tuesday, reaffirmed that forces
would remain there so long as
Hezbollah remained a threat. —AFP
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Bomb blast at Damascus
café kills 6: govt

DAMASCUS — A bomb blast
at a café¢ in Damascus yesterday
killed six people and wounded
22, authorities said, in the latest
challenge for Syria’s Islamist
leaders as they seek to stabilise the
country after more than a decade
of war.

The bombing — the deadliest
since a suicide attack on a church
last year — was not immediately
claimed.

It took place near the capital’s
Palace of Justice, akey government
building, sparking scenes of panic
in the busy area.

An AFP correspondent saw
ambulances weaving through
traffic with their sirens blaring
as they headed to the site, and
security forces cordoned off the
area of the blast.

“The explosion that occurred
in a café near the Palace of Justice
in Damascus resulted from an
explosive device planted in the
location,” state television said.

Nour Khayyat, 40, who owns
a shop selling batteries for solar
panels near the site, told AFP that
“at about 3:00 p.m. [local time],
I heard a powerful blast and the
storefront shook”.

“People rushed to the café and
called ambulances,” he added.

Mohammed al-Dahabi, the
owner of a glasses shop next to
the targeted café, was trembling as
he described the explosion, telling
AFP: “T felt strong pressure, and
the whole place shook™.

“I ran to the place and saw
people lying on the floor with
blood pooled around them
everywhere,” he added, saying
the scenes recalled the bombings
Damascus experienced during
Syria’s nearly 14-year civil war.

‘Malicious parties’

Arriving at  the  scene,
Damascus governor Maher Eldibi
said an investigation had been
launched.

“Those responsible for this
bloodshed will be punished,” he
said.

“Each time the country sees
a period of stability, malicious
parties try to destabilise it.”

Since the toppling of longtime
ruler Bashar al-Assad in December
of 2024, Syria’s new authorities
led by President Ahmed al-
Sharaa have sought to exercise
full control, restore security and
reunify the country.

Damascus has been the site of
multiple attacks and incidents since
the new authorities took over.

The deadliest came in June
2025, when an attack on a
Damascus church killed 25 people.

The suicide attack was later
claimed by a Sunni Islamist group,
while the authorities blamed it on
the Islamic State (IS) group.

More recently, there have been
other incidents, including the
killing in May of a soldier in a car
bombing in Damascus’s Old City.

— AFP

WHO declares cruise

ship-linked

hantavirus

outbreak over

GENEVA — The World Health
Organisation (WHO) yesterday
declared an end to the deadly
hantavirus outbreak on a cruise
ship which sparked international
alarm, after the last person left
quarantine.

There were 12 confirmed and
one probable case stemming from
the MV Hondius, including three
deaths.

But while the outbreak is now
over, for scientists and experts, the
work is only in its early stages, as
they try to learn lessons from the
episode that triggered a global
health alert.

“Today, the final contact of
a person exposed to hantavirus
on the cruise ship MV Hondius
completed their quarantine period,
tested negative and returned
home,” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a
press conference in Geneva.

“No further cases have been
reported since May 25.

“We are therefore very pleased
to say that WHO considers the
outbreak of hantavirus over.”

The Dutch-flagged ship
set off April 1 from Ushuaia,
Argentina, taking in remote

islands in the South Atlantic
Ocean, including Tristan da
Cunha, before heading north
to Tenerife in Spain’s Canary
Islands, = where  remaining
passengers were evacuated.

Tedros said more than 650
contacts were identified and
followed up by health authorities
in 33 countries and territories.

He said the WHO would
continue working to understand
the outbreak, and the virus itself.

“We are also coordinating
a study involving 21 countries
to understand how the disease
develops, which will support
the development of diagnostics,
therapeutics, and vaccines for
future outbreaks,” Tedros said.

Spread by rodents, hantavirus
is a rare virus for which no
vaccines or specific treatments
exist.

The Andes species behind the
Hondius outbreak is the only strain
of hantavirus known to be able to
jump from human to human.

The polar exploration ship

finally docked on May 18
in Rotterdam harbour in the
Netherlands.

—AFP
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Vatican excommunicates six ultraconservative bishops
over ordination

VATICAN CITY - The Vatican
excommunicated six bishops from
the ultraconservative Society of St
Pius X yesterday, while warning
that any lay believers who “formally
adhere” to the breakaway Catholic
group would suffer the same fate.

The Vatican decree comes a
day after the traditionalist group
consecrated four new bishops,
openly defying a plea from Pope
Leo XIV to desist and exacerbating
a rift dating from 1988 when the
group earlier consecrated four
bishops.

Calling the ceremony “an act
of schismatic nature,” the Vatican’s
powerful Dicastery for the Doctrine
of the Faith — which is charged
with defending Catholic doctrine
— explained in an accompanying
note that the consecrations were
“in open violation of canonic law”
and the excommunicated bishops
“schismatics”.

For the Holy See, consecrating
bishops without the approval of
the pope, the head of the Catholic
Church ruling over some 1.4
billion faithful, is a direct act of
insubordination, leading to the
automatic excommunication of the
bishops involved.

The excommunication covers
the newly-ordained bishops — two
French, an American and a Swiss

by the traditionalist Catholic Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX) in Econe, western
Switzerland, on Wednesday.

— and the two existing bishops
who presided over the ceremony in
Econe in southwest Switzerland.
The rite, attended by thousands
of worshippers from around the
world, began with the society’s
secretary general, Foucault Leroux,
stating that “any penalties and
censures... are null and void”.
Superior ~ General  Davide
Pagliarani called it a “historic” day.
“Are we breaking with the

UK teen rapists get detention after
outrage at lenient sentences

LONDON - Two  British
teenagers convicted of rape must
serve time in custody, an appeals
judge ruled yesterday, after a public
outcry over a judge’s decision to
spare them detention.

Lower court judge Nicholas
Rowland in May sentenced the two
15-year-old boys to three-year youth
rehabilitation orders, saying he
wanted to “avoid criminalising these
children unnecessarily”.

However, the sentences provoked
a severe backlash, prompting Attorney
General Richard Hermer - the
government’s chief legal adviser — to
refer them to the Court of Appeal in
London as potentially “unduly lenient”.

The teenagers raped two girls, aged
14 and 15, in separate incidents in
November 2024 and January 2025 in
Hampshire in southern England. Video
of the attacks were shared online.

Quashing the sentences, judge
Sue Carr told the pair, who cannot
be named due to their age, they both
needed “to go into detention” and
sentenced them to four years’ youth
detention.

“What you did was so bad that
we have no other choice,” she said,
addressing them by video link.

The non-custodial  sentence
handed to a third boy will remain
unchanged.

He was convicted of rape charges
for encouraging the second defendant
in last year’s incident.

The families of the two girls
welcomed yesterday’s ruling.

“While nothing can undo our
family’s anguish, this outcome
brings a greater sense of justice and
accountability,” one of the families
said.

The family of the second girl said
they were “relieved” the court had
“recognised the seriousness of these
offences”.

“The original sentences were
devastating for the family and left
us feeling that the harm caused to
our daughter had not been fully
recognised,” they added.

Although the new custodial
sentences could not “undo the trauma
she has endured, today’s decision
gives us a greater sense that justice
has been served”.

French rape survivor Gisele
Pelicot had added her voice to those
who criticised the original sentences
during a visit to Britain.

She told the BBC she was “deeply
shocked that these individuals were
in fact able to gain their freedom
again when in fact the victims are
suffering so hard they will never be
able to heal”.

Pelicot has become a global
symbol in the fight against sexual
violence after she waived her right
to anonymity during the 2024 trial
of her ex-husband and dozens of
strangers who raped her while she
was unconscious.

The teenagers will initially serve
their sentences in youth detention as
only those aged 18 or over are held in
jail. —AFP

- AFP

Church in order to keep the faith?
That is a false dilemma. We belong
to the Church first through faith,
through the integral profession of
the Church’s faith,” he said during
his homily.

‘Caring mother’

The Society of Saint Pius
X, which says that it has around
600,000 followers around the world,
comprises fundamentalist Catholics

who strongly oppose the liberal
reforms imposed by the Vatican II
Council in the 1960s.

Adhering to a strict interpretation
of Roman Catholic tradition, the
society holds Masses in Latin
celebrated by priests with their
backs turned to the congregation.

Founded in 1970 by divisive
French Bishop Marcel Lefebvre,
the group triggered a rift with
the Vatican by consecrating four
bishops in 1988, prompting their
excommunication.

Those excommunications were
later lifted by Pope Benedict XVI
in 2009.

In its note explaining the reasons
for the current excommunications,
the Vatican appeared to express
frustration with the group, saying
the “many attempts” since the time
of Pope Paul VI, who died in 1978,
to bring those who adhered to the
movement back into the fold “have
proved fruitless”.

Lay faithful would also be
excommunicated and “regarded as
schismatics” were they to “formally
adhere” to the group, the Vatican
said, warning that confessions and
marriages presided over by the
newly ordained bishops would be
“invalid”.

“The Church, as a caring mother,
will welcome with sincere affection

and lively concern all those who
desire to return to full communion,”
wrote the Vatican.

A 1996 document from the
former Pontifical Council for
Legislative Texts, which interprets
canon laws, stated that faithful who
might engage in “mere occasional
participation” with the group
without adopting its “attitude of
doctrinal and disciplinary disunion”
would not be excommunicated.

‘Extreme gravity’

Wednesday’s new consecrations
took place in the same spot as those
performed in 1988, in the meadows
near the society’s seminary in
Econe, a village in the Rhone valley,
with the Alps towering above.

The accompanying Mass
Latin lasted five and a half hours.

In a letter to the society on
Monday, Pope Leo warned that “to
tear the seamless garment of Christ
is a sin of extreme gravity”.

“I plead with you and ask you
with all my heart: please turn back!”
he wrote.

The Vatican Secretary of State
Pietro Parolin, told journalists on
Wednesday that the Church felt
“deep sorrow” over the ordinations.

“An act of this kind deeply
wounds the unity of the Church,” he
said. —AFP
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Albanian clashes as protest over Trump-linked

TIRANA —
erupted between police and
demonstrators outside Albania’s
parliament yesterday, as protests
sparked by a resort development
linked to US President Donald
Trump’s family threatened to
escalate.

Protests began in late May
against the planned construction
of a luxury hotel linked to
Trump’s daughter Ivanka and her
husband Jared Kushner in a nature
reserve in Zvernec, on Albania’s
southwestern coast.

For the second time this
week, crowds gathered outside
parliament to confront lawmakers
and block entry to the building.

Lines of riot police pushed
them back, leading to clashes

Violent clashes

resort boils over

3

and arrests, according to AFP
journalists at the scene.

Police used tear gas, pepper
spray and water cannon to break
up the crowd, and some protesters
tried to push through lines of
officers.

According to the police, 15
officers were injured in the clashes
and received hospital treatment,
while four remained hospitalised.

A total of 25 demonstrators
were detained, the police said.

Two demonstrators suffered
injuries and received treatment in
hospital, said the health ministry.

People were also seen
smashing the windows of an
empty police car in a nearby street
as the crowd was pushed away
from the area.

Protesters throws
eggs as violent
clashes erupted
between police and
demonstrators on
the sidelines of
a demonstration
against a
controversial
luxury resort
development linked
to US President
Donald Trump’s
family near a
protected natural
area, outside the
parliament, in
Tirana, yesterday.
- AFP

On Tuesday, six people were
arrested when demonstrators
threw eggs at lawmakers’ cars.

The violence is a marked
contrast to the overwhelmingly
peaceful daily gatherings that
have drawn thousands on to the
streets since the movement began.

The planned resort was
first unveiled in 2024, but the
latest wave of protests began
after barbed-wire fencing and
bulldozers appeared on beaches
in late May.

Opposition to the project has
become a flashpoint for anger
over perceived corruption, with
protesters calling for Prime
Minister Edi Rama to step down
over what they describe as a lack
of transparency. —AFP
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Rescuers dig out Venezuelan man
8 days after quakes

Paula Ramon and Leticia Pineda

CATIA LAMAR —Hundreds of
rescuers in Venezuela cheered and
embraced yesterday after pulling
a 43-year-old man alive from the
ruins of a collapsed building eight
days after deadly twin earthquakes,
AFP journalists witnessed.

With the official death toll nearing
2,300 and huge numbers of people
still missing, the rescue of security
guard Hernan Gil after so long under
the rubble was greeted as a miracle.

Gil was brought out on a stretcher
after a painstaking operation to
extract him from the collapsed seven-
story building where he worked in
Catia La Mar, a coastal area almost
entirely razed to the ground in the
June 24 catastrophe.

“This is truly a miracle,” Gil’s
wife Gusbimar Gonzalez told AFP
as rescuers worked to rescue him.

Teams from seven countries —
Venezuela, Chile, the United States,
Portugal, Costa Rica, El Salvador,
and Mexico — worked around the
clock over three days to reach Gil.

They provided him with more
than 10 litres of water to keep him
hydrated via a hose and installed a
tube to provide him with oxygen.

During the final phase of the
operation, about 30 people worked
in the building’s parking area
to clear away debris, while two
rescuers dug a three-metre tunnel.

“It wasn’t easy to reach the
exact spot where the victim was
located,” Cristian Vera, the leader of
the Chilean rescue team told AFP.

However, while there have been a
few astounding rescues —a three-year-
old boy was found on Tuesday six
days after the quake — hope has faded
of finding many more survivors.

The focus is now shifting to survival
for those who escaped the quakes.

Many are homeless, food and
water are becoming scarce and
hospitals are stretched to the limit,
with experts warning of the risk of
disease outbreaks.

‘It would take a miracle’
The two powerful quakes,

Hernan Gil, a survivor of Venezuela’s twin earthquakes, is assisted by members of
international rescue teams before being rushed into an ambulance in Catia La Mar,
La Guaira, Venezuela, yesterday, eight days after the temblors. Gil, a 43-year-old

security guard, had been buried in the booth of the seven-story building where he

worked in Catia La Mar, devastated by the disaster.

measuring 7.2 and 7.5, shattered
entire neighbourhoods in oil-rich
Venezuela, which has suffered
decades of economic crisis that
devastated infrastructure  and
health services.

NASA data shows
60,000 buildings were
damaged or destroyed.

Venezuela’s National Assembly
President Jorge Rodriguez said on
Wednesday that the number of
deaths had risen to 2,295, and more
than 11,000 people were injured.

He said almost 13,000 people
had been left homeless — many
of them sleeping in tents on the
streets, parks and vacant lots.

Tens of thousands of people
remain unaccounted for.

The majority of collapsed
buildings in the hardest-hit city of La
Guaira, just north of Caracas, have
been marked with the letter ‘D’ for
‘deceased’ — a sign they had been
searched with no signs of life found.

Relatives, volunteers, and
rescue workers were largely
focused on retrieving the dead.

In Catia La Mar, about a dozen
people struggled to dig through a
six-meter-high mound of rubble
— the remains of an eight-story
building that collapsed “like a
slab sandwich,” explained crane
operator Manuel Alejos.

almost
likely

- AFP

“We break through slab by
slab to retrieve the bodies...The
families need the bodies to say their
goodbyes,” said the crane operator,
adding that he had already pulled
seven dead from the structure.

Cesar Gonzalez, 54, a Mexican
firefighter and handler of search-
and-rescue dogs, gave water to his
two dogs, Zeus and Bom.

“One is for detecting the living,
the other for cadavers. Just two days
ago, there was much more hope.
Now, it would take a miracle,” to
find anyone alive, he said.

‘We lost everything’

The World Food Programme
(WFP) on Tuesday appealed for
US$50 million to feed some 500,000
people for three months in Venezuela.

Police and military personnel
were on patrol to prevent looting,
which has been widespread.

Queues foraid are growing longer
by the day, with many surviving
on the goodwill of volunteers and
donations from fellow citizens.

On a soccer field, Maria
Arteaga, 33, a mother of four,
prepared to sleep Wednesday night
in an improvised shelter made of
tarps and a Venezuelan flag.

“We lost everything, except our
lives. We’re even barefoot,” she
told AFP. —AFP

Next Colombia economy minister says
austerity, fracking on the menu

BOGOTA -  Colombia’s
future economy minister said on
Wednesday the incoming rightwing
government will implement austerity
and give the green light to fracking.

President-elect Abelardo de la
Espriella narrowly won a runoff vote
on June 21 by less than a percentage
point, marking the end of Colombia’s
first-ever leftist government.

The millionaire lawyer takes office
on August 7 and has pledged to slash
the size of the state by 40 percent.

“First we implement austerity,”
incoming economy minister Miguel
Gomez told Bogota-based Blu Radio.

“The state has to tighten its
belt. It has to regain control of its
spending,” he said, adding that
“the party is over.”

The South American country
ended last year with a fiscal deficit
of 6.4 percent of GDP —the region’s
second-largest after Brazil, figures
from the United Nations show.

How the incoming government
plans to implement austerity is still
“not defined,” said Gomez.

But it does plan to eliminate
ministries, propose a tax reform “to
stimulate growth” and review the
budget, which in 2027 “will grow
below the inflation rate,” he said.

Outgoing president Gustavo
Petro reduced poverty to the
lowest level in Colombian history
and unemployment dropped to its
lowest point in the last 15 years.

White House-backed De la
Espriella also wants to reverse

Petro’s energy transition policies,
which halted the exploration of
new oil fields.

He advocates fracking, which
entails extracting natural gas and
petroleum  from  subterranean
bedrock. The practice is criticised
for using industrial quantities of
water to break open rocks as well
as causing chemical contamination
and provoking micro-earthquakes.

Gomez said the government would
pursue “responsible fracking...to
generate more domestic production.”

“The country has become
poorer in energy terms,” he said.
“Its oil and gas reserves have
fallen, so under these conditions
it’s very difficult for the economy
to grow.” —AFP
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3 wallabies saved from
Spanish cannabis farm hell

BARCELONA - Three
traumatised wallabies living far
from their usual Australian habitat
were recovering in a Spanish zoo
yesterday after being rescued from
a rural cannabis plantation full of
rotting animals.

Police said the marsupials,
similar to but smaller than kangaroos,
were saved alongside 14 dogs, three
calves and two deer from their
ordeal in the central municipality of
Malagén on Tuesday.

During their raid, “the officers
came across an unusual scene
when they found dozens of animals
in woeful hygiene and sanitary
conditions”, police said in a statement.

The trapped animals lived

alongside the corpses of other creatures,
“some of them in an advanced state of
decomposition”, including “hundreds
of chickens” who were tossed in bags
to the dogs as food.

The wallabies and the deer shared
a garden used by the suspects and their
young children, the police added.

The wallabies were later taken to a
700 in the central province of Toledo.

Officers seized almost 1,000
cannabis plants from the site, which
included an underground production
area and was illegally connected to
the power grid.

Two suspects were arrested on
charges including animal abuse and
offences against flora, fauna and
public health. — AFP

Chile, Uruguay discuss how
to fight drug cartels

MONTEVIDEO - The
presidents of Chile and Uruguay
huddled on Wednesday to discuss
how to fight organised crime, a
problem that right-wing populists
campaigned on in their sweep to
power across Latin America.

President José Antonio Kast of
Chile and Yamandu Orsi of Uruguay
conferred for an hour a day after
attending a summit of the regional
trading bloc called Mercosur/
Mercosul, in neighbouring Paraguay.

Kast expressed hope that both
Uruguay and Paraguay will soon
join Chile in signing a crime-fighting
agreement to tackle powerful drug
trafficking cartels which send huge
amounts of cocaine from South

America to the United States and
Europe.

“Organised crime can be removed
from one country but it needs the
same rules in all nations to be able
to do away with this scourge,” Kast
said in a joint statement with Orsi.

Backed by President Donald
Trump, Kast won a landslide victory
in Chile in December on a platform to
crack down hard on crime and illegal
immigration, which he blamed for
bringing cartels and gangs into Chile,
one of the most prosperous countries
of Latin America.

The homicide rate in Chile has
doubled in the past decade to 5.4
per 100,000 inhabitants. Uruguay’s
is almost twice that. —AFP

Chile’s President José Antonio Kast (left) listens to Uruguay’s President Yamandu
Orsi during a meeting on the sidelines of a Mercosur/Mercosul summit at the Suarez

Residence in Montevideo on Wednesday.

- AFP

4 die in wild Mexico City
World Cup celebrations

MEXICO CITY — At least four
people died in Mexico City on
Wednesday during raucous post-game
celebrations after Mexico’s victory
over Ecuador in the World Cup sent
the team to the round of sixteen.

Three people suffocated to death
at the heart of massive crowds — a
19-year-old woman, a 44-year-old
man and a 48-year-old woman, city
health authorities said.

A 30-year-old man also died in
an epileptic crisis, officials said.

Mexican  President  Claudia
Sheinbaum expressed “our solidarity
and support” for the victim’s families.

The Mexican national team beat
Ecuador 2-0 on Tuesday in Azteca
Stadium, sending it to the next
round to face England on Sunday,
a match that will also take place in
the capital.

The win sent over a million
people into the streets for the wild
post-game celebrations, authorities
said. —AFP
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Faster than Mbappe: Australia flyer Bos races into World Cup conversation

Peter Stebbings
™ ARLINGTON,  United
States — Kylian Mbappe and
i® Erling Haaland are two of
the quickest players around
- but when it comes to pure speed
they have a rival at the World Cup in
Australian flyer Jordan Bos.

Bos will be expected to play
a key part when Australia face
Mohamed Salah’s Egypt in Texas
in the last 32 with both countries
looking to make a piece of history.

Neither side has ever won a World
Cup knockout match and something
has to give today at the air-conditioned
home of the Dallas Cowboys.

The prize is a likely meeting
with Lionel Messi’s Argentina in the
last 16, with the world champions
massive favourites to beat debutants
Cape Verde.

There has been excitement
around the left-sided Bos for a while
in Australia, but the World Cup has
seen him showcase his talents to a
wider audience and triggered talk of
a big-money transfer.

Bos moved to Dutch giants
Feyenoord last summer and playing
as an attacking full-back clocked
up four goals and nine assists in his
debut league campaign.

The 23-year-old played all three
of the Socceroos’ group matches as
they came second behind co-hosts

the United States in Group D to set
up the Egypt encounter.

In a 2-0 win over Turkey that
launched Australia’s tournament,
Bos clocked a top speed of 36.7
kilometres per hour.

That was faster than renowned
speed merchants Mbappe, Haaland,
Micky van de Ven and Uzbekistan’s
Manchester City defender
Abdukodir Khusanov in the opening
round of group matches, according
to FIFA data.

After losing 2-0 to the United
States, Tony Popovic’s Australia
drew 0-0 in their final group match
with Paraguay, a result that suited
both teams, and this time Bos
played more advanced on the right
to showcase his adaptability.

“Best player in the world, Jordy
Bos, best wing-back in the world,
and so talented,” said team-mate
Nestory Irankunda.

He said it with a laugh, but Bos’s
display had other team-mates and
his boss Popovic purring.

Defender Harry Souttar called
him “a special player, a special guy”.

“There’s no ceiling,” he said.

‘Australia’s best-ever’

Bos came through at Melbourne
City, one of the sister clubs of Premier
League giants Manchester City.

In 2023 he moved to Belgian

Match Times shown in Macau time.
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football with KVC Westerlo for what
was described then as a record fee
for a domestic player in Australia.

After two successful seasons
there Bos moved to Feyenoord for a
reported price of five million euros
(now US$5.7 million), since seen as
a bargain.

Bos’s father is Dutch and was also
a footballer. His parents met when his
father was backpacking in Australia.

Bos’s impact at Feyenoord
was immediate, winning player of
the month in the Netherlands’ top
league in September last year.

His searing pace, athleticism
and ability on the ball have made
Bos crucial to Australia’s World
Cup campaign.

Off the pitch he is described
as laid-back - which is how he
responded to the growing hype back
home surrounding him.

After the Paraguay draw,
experienced centre-back Milos
Degenek told reporters that Bos was
“in the top five in the world” at left-
back in his age group.

“I think Jordy Bos is the best
left-back that Australia has probably

Australia’s defender Alessandro Circati (left), Australia’s defender Jordan Bos (third
right), and Australia’s defender Aziz Behich (second right) take part in a training
session in Dallas, yesterday, ahead of their match against Egypt, during the 2026

World Cup football tournament.

had in history,” he said.

That fulsome praise put to him
this week, Bos smiled broadly and
said: “I’m not too sure how factual
that is at the moment.”

And of reports that clubs from
major European leagues are circling
over him, Bos said: “I’m not too

- AFP

worried about it or thinking much
about it.
“I’m just living in the moment and
trying to do my best for the country.
“Whatever happens, happens, but
right now it’s not on my mind at all.”
— AFP
(Pictures of world cup on page 16)

Anderson closes in on record Man City move

. LONDON -
6{?‘.’"’9"& England  midfielder
Elliot Anderson will
move to Manchester City from
Nottingham Forest following his
return from the World Cup after
the two Premier League clubs
agreed a deal worth a reported
£116 million (US$155 million).
Such a fee would represent a
club record for City and a statement
of their intent under new manager
Enzo Maresca after Pep Guardiola
stood down at the end of last season.
The 23-year-old Anderson,
currently preparing for a last-16
tie with Mexico, completed his

medical in Kansas City - where
England are based - and will
formally make the switch when
the national side are no longer
involved in the tournament.

“Manchester City and
Nottingham Forest have reached an
agreement for the transfer of Elliot
Anderson,” said a City statement
issued yesterday. “The formalities
of the move will be finalised upon
his return to England.

“In the meantime, everyone at
Manchester City wishes Elliot and
the England squad the very best of
luck in their World Cup campaign
and we look forward to welcoming

him to Manchester in due course.”
There had been reports Anderson
would fetch a British record fee of
£130 million but the deal is now ex-
pected to be worth less than the £125
million fee Liverpool paid Newcastle
for Alexander Isak last year.
Anderson has started all four of
England’s World Cup matches, with
national team boss Thomas Tuchel
labelling him the “full package”
during the squad’s preparation camp.
“He’s a top player. There’s
nothing more to say, he’s the full
package. I’'m happy that he’s with
us on that kind of level and he’s a
key player for us,” he said. —AFP
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Klopp poised to replace
Nagelsmann as Germany
coach: reports

BERLIN — Julian Nagelsmann
is reportedly set to be sacked as
Germany coach, tabloid Bild report-
ed yesterday, with former Liverpool
manager Jurgen Klopp the favourite
to take over in the dugout.

Nagelsmann, 38, has been under
fire since Germany’s last 32 exit
from the World Cup after a shock
loss to Paraguay.

Showing pictures of Nagelsmann
at German FA (DFB) headquarters
in Frankfurt, Bild reported yesterday
the coach had been offered a sever-
ance package of seven million euros
(US$8 million) to leave the position
in a three-hour meeting.

Last renewed in January 2025,
Nagelsmann’s contract is set to run
until 2028.

Figures on his annual salary
have not been made public, although
German media reports he earns
roughly seven million euros per year.

Germany’s loss on penalties to
Paraguay marked the third straight
early World Cup exit for the four-
time champions, after group stage

eliminations in Russia and Qatar.

Monday’s defeat was Germany’s
first knockout match since winning
the World Cup in Brazil in 2014.

On Tuesday, DFB president
Bernd Neuendorf announced an
immediate investigation into the
World Cup failure.

A decision on Nagelsmann is
expected “by the beginning of next
week at the latest”, AFP sports
subsidiary SID reported yesterday.

Several German media outlets,
including Sky and Munich daily
Sueddeutsche Zeitung, have
said Klopp is the overwhelming
favourite to succeed Nagelsmann.

Klopp stepped away from
management after leaving Liverpool
in 2024 and has since been engaged
as the head of global football for
energy drink brand Red Bull, over-
seeing a multi-club network which
includes clubs in Austria, Brazil,
Germany, Japan and the United
States. —AFP

Uruguay veteran Cavani

quits Boca Juniors
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina -

Veteran Uruguayan striker Edinson

Cavani has announced his departure
from Boca Juniors after three years.

The 39-year-old former Paris
Saint-Germain, Napoli and Manches-
ter United player joined the Argentine
side in July 2023 from Valencia.

“As a coach of mine once taught
me, the journey is the reward. And the
journey has been magnificent,” Cavani
said in a video posted on his Instagram
account without announcing his
retirement from club football.

Known as “El Matador,” Cavani
is Uruguay’s second all-time leading
scorer with 58 goals in 136 appear-
ances before calling time on his inter-
national football career two years ago.

He leaves Boca without having
won a title there and acknowledged
he had “difficult moments” that
prevented him from “leaving a
mark” on the club.

Hampered by recurring injuries,
he played 81 matches, completing
the full 90 minutes in just 27 of
them, while scoring 28 goals.

Cavani won six Ligue 1 titles
with PSG during a seven-year spell
from 2013 to 2020 before moving to
Manchester United where he played
for two years. —AFP
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-
oland’s Iga Swiatek returns to

Czech Republic’s Karolina Pliskova
during their singles match at the 2026
Wimbledon Championships at The
All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet
Club in Wimbledon, southwest
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into Wimbledon 3 round

London, United Kingdom
LONDON - Reigning
§ champion Iga Swiatek
returned to her brilliant
best in a 6-1, 6-3 thrashing of
former world number one Karolina
Pliskova in the Wimbledon second
round yesterday.

The Polish third seed, who
suffered a shock last-16 exit from
the French Open last month, was
tearful after a scrappy opening win
over Taylor Townsend.

But she made short work of a
potentially tricky tie against 2021
Wimbledon runner-up Pliskova on
Centre Court, racing into a 4-0 lead

and never looking back.

“More stable and that’s good,”
Swiatek said when asked to
compare her performance to her
first-round showing.

“For sure the first round was
really emotional but today I felt
like it’s another day at the office, |
need to be ready, be sharp.

“It’s always better when you’re
able to do that.”

Swiatek will next face Filipina
29" seed Alexandra Eala, who
beat Serena Williams’ first-round
conqueror, Maya Joint 3-6, 6-2,
6-0, for a place in the second week
at the All England Club.

The 25-year-old has reached at
least the third round on each of her
past 26 Grand Slam appearances
since losing in round two at the
2019 US Open.

Only Martina Navratilova and
Conchita Martinez have enjoyed
longer such runs at the Slams in the
Open era.

After failing to even hold serve
in the first set, Pliskova threatened
some resistance when she moved
2-0 up in the second, but that
proved a false dawn for the Czech
as Swiatek reeled off six of the
next seven games.

— AFP

Wang/Sun, Calderano/Takahashi reach
mixed doubles semis at WTT US Smash

Table tennis

LOS ANGELES - China’s
Wang Chuqin and Sun Yingsha
will take on Brazil’s Hugo
Calderano and Bruna Takahashi in
the mixed doubles semifinals after
both pairs notched 3-2 victories
at the World Table Tennis United
States Smash on Wednesday.

Olympic mixed doubles cham-
pions Wang and Sun recovered from
two games down to edge France’s
Alexis Lebrun and Japan’s Satsuki
Odo 9-11, 10-12, 11-2, 11-6, 11-4.

“Before the match, I had
thought it would be very
tough. Actually, I didn’t feel so
comfortable in the mixed doubles
this time. After winning the third

game, we communicated well and
found a better feeling in the fourth
and fifth games to come back,”
said Wang, 26.

Wang and Sun will face
Calderano and Takahashi in the
semifinals after the Brazilian pair
prevailed 11-6, 7-11, 11-8, 10-12,
11-4 in their quarterfinal against
American pair Liang Jishan and
Sally Moyland.

Another  mixed  doubles
semifinal clash will see China’s
Wen Ruibo and Kuai Man facing
South Korea’s Lim Jong-hoon and
Shin Yubin.

In the women’s singles, Sun
eased past Germany’s Nina Mittel-
ham in straight games 11-1, 11-4,
11-6 to advance into the last 16.

“After a five-game quarterfinal
match in the mixed doubles, I
became more active on the court later
in the singles. I am getting better in
the tournament,” Sun noted.

Other  Chinese  paddlers,
including Wang Yidi, Chen
Xingtong and Qin Yuxuan, also
secured berths in the singles round
of 16, while Wen, Shi Xunyao and
Chen Yuanyu bowed out of the
second round.

Also on Wednesday, Chinese
pairs Lin Shidong and Huang
Youzheng, and Wen and Yuan
Licen reached the men’s doubles
semifinals, while Kuai and Wang
Manyu, and Wang Yidi and Chen
Yi reached the last four of the
women’s doubles. — Xinhua

Mir, Holgado to join Ducati-Gresini for 2027

MotoGP

PARIS — Spaniards Joan Mir and
Daniel Holgado will join MotoGP’s
Ducati-Gresini next year, the Italian
team announced yesterday.

Mir, 28, who has won two world
titles, one in MotoGP and another
in third-tier Moto3, will move from
Honda having claimed just two
podium finishes in four years.

Holgado, 21, will make his

MotoGP debut with Gresini after
moving from Moto 2.

“We continue to be a team that
works to grow season after season,
and in 2027 we will do so with two
riders in whom we have great faith
and whom we are ready to support
fully,” the team’s owner Nadia
Padovani said.

“Dani is a profile we have been
following for some time, and we
are delighted that he can begin his

rookie experience with us.

“Joan is a MotoGP world
champion: his track record speaks
for itself.

“One is at the beginning of
his journey, the other aims to
rediscover his best feelings and
exploit his full potential.”

Their current riders in Alex
Marquez and Fermin Aldeguer are
set to join KTM and Ducati-VR46
next season. —AFP
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Desire key to Pogacar
dominance, says former
Tour king Froome

Barnaby Chesterman
K BARCELONA -
%‘I?‘(b Tadej Pogacar will keep
winning the Tour de
France for many more years, as long
as he retains his “desire and drive”,
fellow four-time winner Chris

Froome told AFP.

The 4l-year-old Briton is
returning to the Tour, which begins
tomorrow with a team time-trial
around Barcelona, for the first time
since retiring as a rider last year.

He knows as much as anyone
how tough it is to keep returning to
the Grande Boucle as the favourite.

But Froome did not win his
first Tour until he was 28, whereas
27-year-old Pogacar has already
won it four times.

If he wins again this year, he will
equal the record of five Tour triumphs.

“Just looking at Tadej, he’s
a lot younger than I was when I
was trying to go for my potential
number five,” Froome told AFP in
an exclusive interview in Barcelona.

“He’s had an amazing season so
far this year and it’s going to be hard to
see anything stopping him at this rate.

“If he’s able to stay on his bike,
if he can stay out of trouble, just the
way he’s moving this year, it looks
as if he’s got this one in the bag.”

Froome was a seven-time Grand
Tour winner, adding the Giro d’Italia
in 2018 and the Vuelta a Espana in
2011 and 2017 to his impressive
achievements.

His 2011 Vuelta success was the
first by a Briton in a Grand Tour,
and he was also the first British rider
to win the Giro.

He was still at the top of his
game when in June 2019 he suffered
a horrific crash on a training ride
during the Criterium du Dauphine
stage race, after which he never
again rediscovered his old form.

“I don’t think you can ever count
your chickens in this sport because
it can change in the blink of an eye,
as I found out,” said Froome.

“Potentially, he (Pogacar) could
keep going for another five years,
but has he got the desire, the drive
to do that? I don’t know.

“At what point for him would
enough be enough? He’s definitely
going to have to take it one day
at a time during the Tour because
cycling is just one of those sports
that can change so quickly.”

‘Soak it all up’

Kenyan-born Froome suffered
multiple broken bones in his crash
and spent months in recovery,
but always dreaming of one day
winning the Tour again.

“It was tough. While I was in
that moment, chasing that goal and
just not seeing the progress that I
would have hoped for, for sure those
moments were tough, but that’s part
of sport,” he said.

“I’m so glad that I did at least
come back and try, and that crash
back in 2019 wasn’t the end for me.”

Froome will discover a new
role at the Tour as an international
ambassador for Skoda, the auto
manufacturer that is one of the
race’s main commercial partners.

“It’s really cool to be here in
a very different capacity,” said
Froome, who will be in one of the
cars that travel along the route each
day close to the peloton.

“I’d always wondered what it
would be like - obviously as a rider
racing the Tour, you see the race in
a certain way, but there’s so much
that you miss because you’re in the
middle of it.

“So I'm really, really quietly
looking forward to what the next
three weeks have got in store and
being able to follow the race purely
from a fan’s perspective.”

He will have a close up view
of the frenzy that will likely follow
France’s great hope, teenage
prodigy Paul Seixas, who is riding
the Tour for the first time.

Many people believe Seixas could
challenge for a top three finish, or
even the overall victory, but Froome
cautioned against putting too much
pressure on his young shoulders.

“I think he’s a huge talent. He’s
got a massive future ahead of him,”
said Froome.

“He’s  obviously got an
enormous engine but [ do think he’s
still 19 years old.

“If I were advising him, I would
be saying, it’s great that you’re
riding the Tour this year, but do just
that, ride it, enjoy it as much as you
can, learn from it, soak it all up.

“In his mind, he should probably
be thinking his real goal is in two,
three years’ time, where he should
be coming here to try and fight for
the win.” — AFP

UAE Team Emirates - XRG team’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar casts a reflection as
he disembarks his team bus during a training session two days prior to the start of
the 113" Tour de France cycling race, in Castelldefels near Barcelona in northeastern

Spain, yesterday.

- AFP
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Danny Glover says he has
Alzheimer’s

LOS ANGELES “Lethal
Weapon” star Danny Glover
revealed on Wednesday that he has
Alzheimer’s disease and is leaning
on his family for support as he lives
with the incurable condition.

The actor, who appeared in
critical hits including “The Colour
Purple” and “Mandela,” as well as
all four instalments of Mel Gibson’s
maverick cop franchise, told NBC’s
Lester Holt he has been coping with
the condition for several years.

US actor Danny Glover attends the
“Save The Performing Arts Act of 2021”
press conference on May 19 2021, in Los

Angeles, California. - AFP

“I can live with it, in a sense,”
said Glover, 79. “I’m sure as it
advances, things are going to be
different and changing.”

Glover said the neurodegenera-
tive disease has affected his speech
and slowed his movement, but that
his family helps him.

“They’ve got my back,” he said.

Glover, who won an honorary
Academy Award in 2022 in
recognition of his humanitarian
work, is a prolific actor with an
impressive range.

Memorable cinematic roles have
included a corrupt police officer in
the Harrison Ford thriller “Witness”
and a comedy turn in Wes Anderson’s
eccentric “The Royal Tenenbaums,”
opposite Gene Hackman.

He has also had a prolific
television career, with recurring
roles in standards including “Hill
Street Blues” and “ER.”

Alzheimer’s disease is an incur-
able type of dementia that affects
memory, thinking and behaviour
and progressively worsens, accord-
ing to The Alzheimer’s Association.

It usually affects people 65 and
older. Those who are diagnosed
with the condition live an average of
four to eight years after diagnosis,
though some live much longer.

—AFP

Kneecap playsecret gigin Berlin

BERLIN -  Controversial
Belfast punk-rap group Kneecap
said yesterday they had performed
a secret gig in Berlin after several
of their concerts in Germany were
cancelled last year.

The band, whose members
sing in Irish, have had multiple
international concerts called off
over their pro-Palestinian stance
and other controversies.

The band said on X that
Tuesday’s performance was their
“first ever German show”.

A recording posted on the band’s
Instagram account showed a band
member expressing “solidarity to our
Palestinian brothers and sisters” and
leading the tightly-packed crowd in a
chant of “free, free Palestine!”

The German government has
been a staunch supporter of Israel
despite voicing some criticism of its

One of Kneecap’s members
faced a terrorism charge in the UK
over allegedly displaying a flag of
the Iran-backed Lebanese militant
group Hezbollah at a concert in
November 2024.

However, in March London’s
High Court upheld a decision to
dismiss the case over procedural
errors by prosecutors.

Canada barred Kneecap last
year from entering the country,
citing the group’s alleged support
for Hezbollah and the Palestinian
militant group Hamas.

However, a performance in Paris
in September went ahead despite
objections from French Jewish
groups and government officials.

The group also played England’s
famous Glastonbury Festival in June
2025 and drew packed audiences in
Tokyo in January.

conduct in Gaza. —AFP
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NY prepares for Taylor Swift-Travis
Kelce wedding

\ “PLAYING AT
=MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

" THAT YOU CAN DO IN YOUR LIFE.”

IS ONE OF THE MOST THRILLING THINGS

{0

A woman takes a picture of a poster featuring an image and quote from US singer-songwriter Taylor Swift outside Madison
Square Garden (MSG) in New York on Wednesday.

Raphaélle Peltier

NEW YORK - Pop singer
Taylor Swift and pro-athlete Travis
Kelce’s official wedding plans are
tightly under wraps, but New York
is bracing to host the celebrity
marriage of the year this week at
Madison Square Garden (MSG).

The billionaire superstar and
three-time NFL Super Bowl
champion, both 36, have kept
fans guessing, but details are
beginning to emerge as the clock
counts down to their big day.

US media report that the A-list
festivities was to kick off last night
(local time) with an exclusive
dinner — only around 100 people are
invited — at the storied sports arena.

The wedding itself will
reportedly take place todayh
with a star-studded guest list of
around 1,000, including models
Gigi Hadid and Cara Delevingne,
singer Selena Gomez, and actress
Zoe Kravitz — all known to be
close Swift pals — and Kelce’s
Kansas City Chiefs teammates.

Rumour has it that US singer-
songwriter Stevie Nicks and
country singer and actor Tim
McGraw, both close to Swift, will
perform. British artists Ed Sheeran
— another Swift pal — and Paul
McCartney may also go on stage.

Guests are said to have signed
confidentiality —agreements and
will be without their phones for the
ceremony, expected to begin in the
mid-afternoon with cocktails before
a reception going into the night.

Celebrity outlet TMZ said that
the lavish decor will include a
replica castle built inside Madison
Square Garden.

Outside the arena on
Wednesday afternoon a clutch of
reporters and onlookers watched
as trucks and crews unloaded stuff
for the big alleged wedding.

“This is fascinating!”, said
Alicia Griffith, 51, who was
visiting from South Carolina with
her two daughters, aged 10 and
12, both of them Swift fans.

Griffith said she told one of
them to snap pictures. “She’s like,
‘But it may not be her wedding’.
I’m like, but it may be. I think it
is”, she added.

‘ —

Wednesday.

Head of the Metropolitan
Transport Authority Janno Lieber
said he had no inside information
about nuptials but recommended
public transport as the best way to
get to Madison Square Garden, no
matter who you are.

“I hope and expect that some of
the celebrities, if there are celebrities
coming to this alleged event, will
take full advantage of our service,
rather than spending a lot of time
stuck in traffic somewhere in
Midtown,” said Lieber.

Rumour mill

Rumours have run rampant for
weeks over the couple’s wedding,
with no official confirmation,
but clues have multiplied around
Madison Square Garden.

A procession of trucks and
forklifts has been outside the
arena for several days, while The
New York Times has reported an
increased police presence and
street closures in the area.

The couple, who announced
their engagement last August,
appear to already be in New York.

Swift’s private jet landed
nearby on Tuesday and her car
was seen in the city. Meanwhile,
Kelce was photographed jogging
in Manhattan.

Even Mayor Zohran Mamdani
has added to the speculation with
a video on social media warning
New Yorkers — and celebrity
couples — of a heat wave hitting the
eastern United States this week.

US Army soldiers patrol around Madison Square Garden (MSG) in New York on

- AFP

- AFP

“We’re ready but we want
to make sure that you are, too.
Especially if you’re celebrating
the World Cup, or the 4" of
July, or renting out MSG to get
married. Hypothetically,” he says
with a smirk.

Unconventional venue

MSG boasts both an arena
space and a smaller theatre
traditionally used for concerts and
meetings.

It is perhaps not a traditional
wedding venue, but Swift would
not be the first musician to marry
there.

Sly Stone, who died last year,
was married there in June 1974
to actress Kathy Silva during a
concert by his band, Sly and the
Family Stone.

It is shaping up to be a huge
weekend in New York, with July
Fourth celebrations culminating
in a massive fireworks show, and
World Cup action scheduled for
July 5.

Swift, a 14-time Grammy
winner, is coming off a banner
year with the success of her
album “The Life of a Showgirl,”
induction into the Songwriters
Hall of Fame and a new song on
the “Toy Story 5” soundtrack.

Kelce, a star tight end for the
Kansas City Chiefs, has signed
to play for a 14" season in the
National Football League. He
was on three Super Bowl winning
teams with the Chiefs. —AFP




WORLD CUP POST-SCRIPT

Security staff catch pitch invaders during the Round of 32 match
between Belgium and Senegal at the 2026 FIFA World Cup at Seattle
Stadium in Seattle, on Wednesday. — Xinhua

Democratic Republic of Congo’s forward Cedric Bakambu looks up
to the stands as he holds a national flag after losing the 2026 World
Cup Round of 32 match against England at the Atlanta Stadium in
Atlanta on Wednesday. — AFP
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England’s players celebrate in front of their fans after
winning the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 match against the
Democratic Republic of Congo at the Atlanta Stadium in
Atlanta on Wednesday. — AFP

A fan of the United States cheers for the team before the
Round of 32 match against Bosnia and Herzegovina at the
2026 FIFA World Cup at San Francisco Bay Area Stadium in
San Francisco, on Wednesday. - Xinhua
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Nihad Mujakic (right) of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
team’s head coach Sergej Barbarez react after losing the
Round of 32 match against the United States at the 2026
FIFA World Cup at San Francisco Bay Area Stadium in San
Francisco, on Wednesday. -Xinhua

Senegal supporters react after their team lost the 2026 World
Cup Round of 32 match against Belgium as they watch the
game at the FIFA Fan Zone at the Place de I’Obelisque in
Dakar, Senegal on Wednesday. — AFP




