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Sam inaugurates Macao Int’l
Technology Industry Centre

Tony Wong

The new Macao International Technology
Industry Centre (MITIC), which aims to boost
the city’s high-tech industry, was inaugurated
by Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai yesterday.

The MITIC will operate as a “pilot
institution” during the interim period before
the future large-scale Macao Science and
Technology Research and Development
Industrial Park becomes fully operational.

The government proposes to set up two
separate plots for the planned industrial park
project:

The site at the foot of Big Taipa Hill on
Avenida Wai Long near the airport (previously
earmarked for a sandwich-class housing project).

The west side of the Zone El land
reclamation area off Taipa’s Pac On district.

The MITIC is currently housed in an office
building in Nape. The office will start operating
in the near future following the completion of
its fit-out. Yesterday’s inauguration ceremony
was held at the Macau Tower Convention and
Entertainment Centre in Sai Van.

According to the MITIC’s website,
the centre will serve as a testing ground
for industrial development and policy
implementation ahead of the main industrial
park’s launch. It will utilise its existing
resources to attract tech enterprises and
projects in fields such as biomedicine, digital
technology, integrated circuits, and aerospace
technology to establish themselves and
develop in Macau.

The website also notes that the MITIC,
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Chao Ka Chon (from left to nght), Liu Ming, Zheng chong, Sam Hou Fa: Dora Ng Wal Han, and u Seng Pan unveil the inaugural plaque of the Macao

International Technology Industry Centre (MITIC) during yesterday’s ceremony at Macau Tower.

operated by the Macao Institute of Industrial
Technology (MIIT), is a “strategic” sci-tech
innovation platform established under the
guidance of the Economic and Technological
Development Bureau (DSEDT) and the
Science and Technology Development Fund
(FDCT). The MIIT itself is a research-based
association established in 2022.

Positioned as a gateway between China

and the global market, the centre is committed
to leveraging Macau’s unique advantages as
a free port, a UNESCO World Heritage city,
and a service platform between China and
Portuguese-speaking countries to connect
technology enterprises with international
opportunities, according to the website.
During yesterday’s ceremony at Macau
Tower, the centre was officially inaugurated by:

- Photo: Tony Wong

ChiefExecutive Sam Hou Fai, Central People’s
Government Liaison Office Director Zheng
Xincong, Secretary for Economy and Finance
Dora Ng Wai Han, Academician of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and Chairwoman of the
MIIT Liu Ming, MITIC Director U Seng Pan,
and lawmaker Chao Ka Chon, who heads the
MIIT Supervisory Board.

Continued on p.5

France’s Greens urge no confidence vote over heatwave response

Anne Renaut and Anna Smolchenko

PARIS — France’s Green party said
yesterday it planned to bring a vote of no
confidence against the government over
its response to deadly heatwaves that have
claimed at least 1,000 lives.

France experienced five days of
unseasonably high temperatures in May,
followed by a record-breaking 11-day
heatwave this month.

The country last Wednesday faced its
hottest day since measurements began in 1947,
with a national average temperature of 30C.

While the motion of no confidence is
not expected to pass, it reflects the anger
of some French politicians over what they

describe as inadequate measures to help
people face heat of above 40C in many parts
of the country this month.

Green parliamentary leader Cyrielle
Chatelain said her party planned to submit
a motion of no confidence against Sébastien
Lecornu’s government this week.

“The government’s lack of adaptation
kills, just as much as the heat does,”
Chatelain told reporters.

The situation “in our schools and in our
hospitals shows that we have a government
that is incapable of managing.”

The latest episode of extreme
temperatures disrupted life in France,
where few homes are equipped with air-

conditioning units and most schools are not
designed to cope with extreme heat.

Lecornu said on Monday that more
people had died in their homes during the
latest heatwave than in previous episodes.

Jean-Frangois Benoist, the manager of
several funeral homes in the Fontainebleau
area southeast of Paris, said more people
were dying at home.

“We’re under severe strain,” he told AFP.

“Since the end of last week, there have
been constant requests for people to be able
to come to a funeral home, and unfortunately
all the spaces are taken.”

Heatwaves typically cause between 1,000
and 7,000 deaths per year in France, and

“this summer we may be closer to 7,000 than
to 1,000”, epidemiologist Basile Chaix of
French research institute INSERM told AFP.

Nicolas Revel, director general of
the Paris public hospital system, has said
he expected the death toll from the June
heatwave to be lower than that of 2003,
when 15,000 people died, but “probably”
higher than an episode last year that claimed
5,700 lives.

Several Green lawmakers and senators
have said the record June heatwave might
have claimed about 10,000 lives.

Lecornu in parliament yesterday accused
the Greens of spreading “false” information,
calling it “scandalous”. —AFP
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Norway beat Ivory

In south Lebanon, Netanyahu
says Israel will stay as long as

Peruvian political heir Fujimori
wins presidency

Hezbollah ‘threatens us’

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited
troops in southern Lebanon yesterday, vowing that his
country’s forces would stay in the area as long as Iran-backed
Hezbollah remained a “threat”. — Story on p. 10

Coast 2-1 to reach
World Cup last 16

Peru’s conservative president-elect Keiko Fujimori has
vowed to restore “order and hope” as final results showed she
narrowly won the election in the latest victory for a resurgent
Latin American right.
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—AFP — Story on p. 12
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Police nab local businessman for breach of trust
Victim loses 2.18 million in Portugal visa scam

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested a
local businessman yesterday on suspicion
of breach of trust, PJ spokesman Lei Chi
Hou announced during a special press
conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as a 62-year-
old local man surnamed lao. The victim
involved in the case is a middle-aged man
from the Chinese mainland.

According to Lei, the victim was
introduced to lao in July last year, who
claimed to be the head of a media company
in Macau. lao claimed that he could assist
the victim in obtaining a Portuguese business
visa for a fee of 3 million yuan (3.57 million

Local egg noodles contain

patacas), promising to complete the process
by February this year. After both parties signed
a deal, the victim transferred a total of 2.5
million yuan to a designated account between
September and October as instructed, leaving
a remaining balance of 500,000 yuan to be
paid upon completion of the deal.

Lei said that by early this year,
the purported visa had still not been
“processed”, and lao continued to delay
matters with various excuses. The victim
then directly contacted the intermediary
company responsible for handling the
immigration procedures, only to learn
that Tao had only paid an initial deposit of
€41,000 (377,733 patacas) in October last

year. No further payments had been made
since then, resulting in the suspension of the
visa application. The victim subsequently
reported the case to the police last Thursday.

PJ officers arrested lao yesterday at a
flat in Cotai. According to Lei, PJ officers
confirmed that [ao had misappropriated the
visa processing fees paid by the victim to
repay his personal debts; the estimated loss
of the victim was around 2,180,000 yuan.

lao was transferred to the Public
Prosecution Office (MP) yesterday to face
a charge of breach of trust.

According to Article 199 of the Macau
Penal Code, the suspect faces a jail term of
between one and eight years. B

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded local
suspect, surnamed lao, to a PJ van outside the PJ
headquarters in Zape yesterday. — Photo: Armindo Neves

excessive lead: IAM

Int’l Ladies Club of Macau supports USJ Prison

Outreach Programme with donation

Ida Cheong

The Municipal Affairs Bureau
has detected excessive levels of
lead in a sample of bulk-packed
whole-egg noodles from “San
Tong Heng Min KaS” (B[] 5
%iZ%) on Travessa de Chan Loc
(B#4E45) during a routine food
inspection, according to a [AM
statement.

The statement pointed out
that the problematic sample was
found to contain 0.432 milligrams
of lead per kilogram, exceeding
the limit stipulated in local food
administrative regulation.

Lead is a heavy metal
contaminant that can damage
the human nervous system when
ingested in excessive amounts,
the statement said, adding that at
the detected level of lead, normal
consumption of the product is
unlikely to pose adverse health
effects to the public; however,
long-term and excessive intake
may carry certain health risks.

The statement noted that the
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bureau immediately intervened,
ordering the manufacturer to
stop selling the affected product,
cease its production and supply,
and rectify its manufacturing and
preparation processes until they
meet safety and hygiene require-
ments and pass re-inspection and
re-testing, adding that the bureau
will continue to follow up on the
matter.

The bureau reminded the
food trade industry to strictly
comply with food safety and
hygiene requirements and to have
a clear understanding of proper

processing and  preparation
methods. Operators are also
obliged to retain purchase

invoices and sales records to
facilitate traceability by the
authorities when necessary.

At the same time, the burcau
advised consumers to maintain a
balanced diet to avoid excessive
intake of any substance through
overconsumption of a single
food item. m

This undated
handout photo
provided by
the Municipal
Affairs Bureau
(IAM) yesterday
shows a
4 sample of bulk-
' packed whole-
| egg noodles
from “San
Tong Heng Min
Ka” () B
#li%%) found to
contain lead.

9 0000000000000000000000000000000000

© 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Published since Aug 2004

@)_Director & Chief Editor — Harald Briining

@) _Office Manager — Sally Chong

@) Marketing Manager - Kevin Cheung King Lok

@)_Managing Editor — Maria Cheang Ut Meng
Editors — Lesley Wells, Johnny Un

@)_Senior Reporters — Tony Wong, Rui Pastorin
Reporters — Khalel Vallo, William Chan,
Ida Cheong, Armindo Neves

@)_Chief Graphic Designer — Simon Wang
Graphic Designer — Colin Zhong

@)_Administrative Assistants — Ester Mak, Carl Leong

@)_Printed by Tipografia Welfare Lda., 82-86 Rua
dos Pescadores

@) Chatbots: DeepSeek, Gemini, Poe

@) Wire services - AFP, Xinhua  NfRetsDOSTE +

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000

®00000000000000000000000000000000 o

Macau Weather

VERY HOT.

CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY

PERIODS.

A FEW SHOWERS.

FORCE 2 TO 4 SOUTHEASTERLY

WINDS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

WILL RANGE BETWEEN ;.\

70% AND 95%. 2007
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Source: SMG |

Rui Pastorin

The International Ladies Club
of Macau (ILCM) recently donated
20,000 patacas to the private
Catholic University of Saint Joseph
(USJ) towards fellowships for the
higher education’s “USJ Prison
Outreach Programme”.

The donation was presented
during a ceremony at the university
last Tuesday, according to a USJ
statement yesterday.

Delivering his remarks, USJ Acting
Rector Alejandro Salcedo noted the
university’s gratitude for the donation
as well as how the programme has
expanded its scope over the years
and its importance within the local
community, the statement said. He
also highlighted its goals and features,
according to the statement.

The statement added that ILCM
President Sophie Lei Pik Kwang
meanwhile highlighted her group’s
support for the programme, which
she emphasised as offering a second

i

University of Saint Joseph (USJ) Acting Rector Alejandro Salcedo (left) poses with
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International Ladies Club of Macau President Sophie Lei Pik Kwang during the recent

donation cheque presentation at the university.

chance at rehabilitation and a fresh
start. She was also quoted as saying:
“Through structured education and
ongoing scholarship assistance,
the programme helps participants
regain  self-confidence,  foster
positive values and get their lives

- Photo: USJ

back on track, transforming remorse
into hope for what lies ahead.”

The USJ website noted that
the programme offers courses
drawn from the Bachelor of Social
Work (BSW) and the Bachelor of
Business Administration (BBA). m

Observatory warns of hotter weather, possible
cyclone this weekend

Khalel Vallo

The Meteorological and Geo-
physical Bureau (SMG) warned in a
statement yesterday that Macau will
experience even hotter weather over
the coming days, while a developing
low-pressure trough over the South
China Sea could evolve into a tropi-
cal cyclone and bring heavy rain and
thunderstorms this weekend.

According to the bureau, the
recent period of heavy showers
caused by a low-pressure trough is

temperatures /8
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expected to ease as a subtropical
high-pressure system strengthens
over the region. More sunshine is
forecast for the coming days, with
daytime temperatures expected to
reach at least 32 degrees Celsius
across most parts of Macau and
one to two degrees higher in urban
areas, the statement said.

The bureau urged residents to take
precautions against the heat by staying
hydrated and avoiding prolonged
outdoor activities. Looking ahead, the
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This image provided by the Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau (SMG) yesterday

shows this week’s forecast.

bureau noted that computer forecast
models and Al models indicate that a
low-pressure trough developing over
the South China Sea in the coming
days has the potential to intensify into
a tropical cyclone.

Yesterday’s forecasts suggest
the system could move towards
western  Guangdong and  the
northern South China Sea over the
weekend, although its intensity and
track remain uncertain as different
forecasting models continue to show
varying scenarios, the statement said.

Regardless of whether the
system develops into a tropical
cyclone, the observatory said its
approach towards the southern
China coast is expected to bring
periods of heavy rain, thunderstorms
and strong winds to Macau over
the weekend, adding that it will
continue monitoring the system’s
development and advised residents
to pay close attention to the latest
weather forecasts and warning
signals and adjust their travel plans
accordingly. B
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18* China-PSCs
Cultural Week opens

Khalel Vallo

The Macau leg of the 18" China and Portuguese-speak-
ing Countries Cultural Week opened yesterday in the city’s
main square, Largo do Senado, with officials highlighting
the city’s role as a platform for cultural exchange between
China and Portuguese-speaking countries (PSCs).

Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai
Han attended the opening ceremony, which marked
the launch of the Macau programme under this year’s
cultural week.

Addressing the opening ceremony, Secretary-General
of the Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for Economic
and Trade Co-operation between China and Portuguese-
speaking Countries (aka Forum Macao) Ji Xianzheng said
that this year’s event continues the “three-city synergy”
model introduced last year, with activities taking place in
Macau, Qinghai and Beijing this time until July 10.

Ji thanked cultural organisations, performers and
chefs from China and PSCs for supporting this year’s
event, expressing hope that cooperation between China
and PSCs would continue reaching new heights, while
wishing participants good health, happiness and success.

Speaking to the media, deputy secretary-general
of Forum Macao Anténio Lei Chi Wai said that the
cultural week aims to promote the cultures of China
and PSCs through a wide range of activities, noting that
the secretariat hopes to organise performance tours by
artistic groups from Macau and the Chinese mainland
to PSCs when conditions permit, further promoting
cultural exchange and mutual learning.

Organised by Forum Macao, this year’s cultural
week features cultural performances, exhibitions and
other activities, with public broadcaster TDM serving
as the media partner.

The opening ceremony featured song and dance perfor-
mances by artistic groups and singers from Macau and eight
PSCs, attracting a number of spectators to the square. B
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Blessings aim to promote significance
& hlstory of Na Tcha folk belief

Na Tcha Temple Association President Ip Tat (eighth from left), Leglslatlve Assembly (AL) Vice President Alan Ho lon Sang (seventh from left)

x'\

and other representatives pose during a blessing ceremony held in front of the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Na Tcha Temple near the Ruins of

St Paul’s, yesterday.

Armindo Neves

The Na Tcha Temple Association
held its annual blessing ceremony
yesterday in front of Na Tcha Temple
near the Ruins of St Paul’s, both of
which are UNESCO World Heritage-
listed properties.

Ip Tat, president of the association
and one of the eight official inheritors
of Macau’s seven statutorily protected
items of intangible cultural heritage, said
in an address that through the ceremony,
the association’s primary aim is to carry
forward and promote traditional culture,
while, at the same time, better conveying
the essence and history of the Na Tcha
folk belief.

“Through this grand cultural celebra-
tion, we also seek to tell the stories of
China and Macau well”, he said.

- Photos: Armindo Neves
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Na Tcha Temple Assoclatlon Youth DIVISIon head Kuok Pak Yu (wearing sun glasses on top of
her head) and division members get their blessing stamps taken during the traditional “seal-
opening for good fortune” activity in from of the temple yesterday.

Secretary-General of Forum Macao Ji Xianzheng addresses
yesterday’s “18" China and Portuguese-speaking Countries
Cultural Week” opening ceremony in the city’s main square,
Largo do Senado. - Photo: Khalel Vallo

Ip underlined that this year’s event
boasts more highlights than in previous
years, with a significant upgrade in
both scale and promotional efforts, in
preparation for a major feature film
project aimed at establishing Na Tcha
culture as a signature cultural emblem
of Macau.

The Na Tcha Procession and Float
Parade, according to Ip, is scheduled to

set off at 2 p.m. today from in front of and driving economic activity.

the Ruins of St. Paul’s. The association
has invited over 40 performance groups
from across China’s Taiwan region,
Hong Kong, Macau and overseas to
take part, making for an impressive and
grand celebration, Ip said.

Through this folk event, Ip said
the association hopes to attract more
visitors from outside Macau to the local
communities, stimulating consumption

During the ceremony, blessing bags
were distributed and a “seal-opening for
good fortune” activity was held, which
enabled members of the public to bring
items of clothing to be stamped with
the temple seal as a harbinger for good
health.

Na Tcha (“Nezha” in Putonghua) is
one of Daoism’s most popular tutelary
deities. m

July features packed Imeup of voIIeybaII arts fest & sports events

Ida Cheong

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) and the
Sports Bureau (ID) are jointly rolling out a
raft of cultural and sports events throughout
this month across Macau, covering the
Women’s Volleyball Nations League, the
Macao International Children’s Arts Festival,
recreational sporting competitions, reading
promotion activities, art exhibitions and music
performances, offering residents a summer
full of cultural and sporting enjoyment,
according to a press conference yesterday.

The press conference about the cultural
and sports activities in July was held at the
Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) in Nape.

According to an IC statement yesterday,
the “Women’s Volleyball Nations League
— Finals Macao 2026” will take place from
July 22 to 26 at the Macau East Asian Games
Dome, featuring 18 women’s volleyball
teams, who will compete in three rounds of
preliminary group matches from June 3 to
July 12 elsewhere to secure the ranking points
needed to qualify for the finals.

Meanwhile, the “3™ Macao International
Children’s Arts Festival”, which started
yesterday and will end in August, features

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man (third from right) and other attendees look
on during yesterday’s press conference about this month’s cultural and sports activities, at the Macau

Cultural Centre (CCM) in Nape.

stage performances, art experience camps,
art exhibitions, children’s reading sessions,
workshops, a “Weekend Party” segment and
a film festival, the statement said, adding
that the “Weekend Party” activities will also
be held in the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin this time,

- Photo: Ida Cheong

with the aim of offering group games and
handicraft workshops.

The Cultural Affairs Bureau also launches
a raft of diverse cultural promotional
activities this month, including traditional
arts & crafts, artistic creations, religious
history and handicraft experiences, as well as

the “Historic Centre of Macau Church Guided
Tour” to celebrate the 21% anniversary of the
inscription of the “Historic Centre of Macau”
on the UNESCO World Heritage List and the
450" anniversary of the establishment of the
Macau Catholic Diocese.

A ongoing special exhibition about
mainland China’s cultural creativity throughout
the years is on until August 7 at the Macau Art
Museum (MAM), featuring design prototypes
from 22 cultural and museum institutions
across the nation, presenting nearly 400
outstanding cultural and creative works.

Moreover, registration for the 2026 “Qin-
Macau Cup” series and applications for a
youth series badminton competition will open
this month.

“Qin” is the short form for Hengqin Island.

Besides, the “Vital Community — 2026
Summer Sports Festival” from July 4-5 at the
Olympic Sports Centre, as well as a raft of
community sports activities including outdoor
mass fitness promotion events, a pickleball
experience day and a windsurfing class will
be held this month across the city.

For more information about the events,
please visit the IC website: www.icm.gov.mo. B
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Exhibition cultivates understanding
of deafblindness through art, activities

“Disability can be a source of richness and a wonderful gift to humanity”.

Review by Rui Pastorin

“TOUCH the Heart” is an exhibition that kicked
off on Sunday at the Cardinal Newman Centre for
Culture and Arts Performance of Macau (CCCN) and
is something I haven’t stopped thinking about since
covering it. And if you were to visit to view the exhibits
or take part in some of the activities on offer, perhaps it
will stay with you too.

This is one of those exhibitions that have left
an indelible mark on me, particularly for opening a
window to understanding certain conditions that I only
had a vague idea of, those being deafness, blindness,
and especially deafblindness*.

Organised by the Macau Deaf Association
(MDA), exhibitiongoers get to know more about these
conditions through informative exhibits along with a
raft of artworks created by participants including those
who are deafblind, blind or hard of hearing, showcasing
their talents and capabilities in a way that also allows
exhibitiongoers to learn.

The variety of artworks on display are found across
two parts of the venue. One section sees creations
by participants from Macau and Hong Kong. From
watercolours and calligraphy to an artwork that
creatively incorporates LEGO pieces, there is much
to see. A highlight piece is a woven artwork of various
materials that was jointly created by the deaf, hard of
hearing, and deafblind, resulting in a tactile ring that
represents Macau and its diverse faces, as highlighted
by a description of the artwork.

Found in this section are also interactive elements
that give participants an idea of what it might mean
to live without one or two of your five senses. Among
them is a game where a participant must close their
eyes and attempt to thread the needle, something that
some of the participants had done for certain works.
Under the encouragement of both MDA staff and the
husband of one of the participants who had created
the works, I also got to try it out for myself, allowing
me to understand what the process was like. Another
is a workshop where participants can create art while
blindfolded, offering a non-visual approach that also
seemed to be an activity widely enjoyed during the
opening day, which saw moments of applause through
clapping, the waving of hands or the stomping of feet
throughout the programme.

The second section features the paintings by
deafblind priest and Macau Deaf Association (MDA)
founding president Cyril Axelrod OBE.

The 84-year-old was born deaf in South Africa and,
later in life, went on to also gradually lose his sense of

— Cyril Axelrod
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A workshop draws many participants after Sunday’s opening ceremony.

sight, now having been deafblind for 25 years. Painting
with his forefinger, the works he is presenting were
created from memory, particularly depicting scenes
of people and places of Macau, the place where he
continues to help others.

In his latest book “Conquest of Darkness”, he
notes: “With my painting, I try to help people see the
true contribution disabled people have within society. I
try to break down barriers and change misconceptions
about disability”, adding that he was always grateful for
his deafblindness, which “has revealed ways for me to
serve others”.

Aside from the artwork, the exhibition also includes
a section showing the tools and items that he uses
daily ranging from a cane to assistive technology like
a Braille keyboard and a watch, referred to as a Braille
or tactile watch. Accompanying the exhibits are also
videos that allow members of the public to learn more
about being deafblind and how people who are affected
by it go about their lives.

Altogether presenting a showcase of art while
providing something that visitors can learn from,
the exhibition ends on July 12, with members of the
public able to visit it from 11 a.m. through 6 p.m. from
Tuesday to Sunday. The venue is closed on Mondays.

This article is part of a series of stories, the first
part of which can be read on https://macaupostdaily.
com/news/28626

*The World Federation of the Deafblind notes it
as a “distinct disability”, stating: “Deafblindness is
a combined vision and hearing impairment of such
severity that it is hard for the impaired senses to
compensate for each other”.

These photos show the artworks in a section of the exhibition featuring artists from Macau and Hong Kong.
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Fr. Cyril Axelrod’s works are showcased at a section of the “TOUCH the Heart
Exhibition” at the Cardinal Newman Centre for Culture and Arts Performance
of Macau (CCCN) on Calgada da Vitéria (155 £} ).

- Photos taken during Sunday’s opening ceremony by Rui Pastorin
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Police bust mainlander livestreaming casino gambling for online bets

This undated photo provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday shows various
items of evidence seized from Zhang and his hotel guestroom in Cotai.

No tourism tax for restaurants,
bars from today

Tony Wong

All types of food and beverage
establishments outside hotels are
now exempt from the government’s
5.0 percent tourism tax, including
restaurants, bars and all other types
of eating and drinking places with
dine-in services.

The tourism-tax exemptions
take effect today.

The Financial Services Bureau
(DSF)issued astatementon Monday
to elaborate on the exemptions.
The statement noted that the newly
enacted law regulating food and
beverage establishments outside
hotels, which takes effect today,
also amends Macau’s tourism tax
law. According to the amendments,
all types of food and beverage
establishments  outside  hotels
are exempt from the 5.0 percent
tourism tax.

The Legislative Assembly (AL)
passed the government-initiated
food and beverage bill in its final
reading in March this year. The new
law, which comes into force today,
regulates the licensing and operation
of all types of food and beverage
establishments outside hotels.

The new Law 5/2026 simplifies
and merges the licensing of all
four different types of food and
beverage establishments outside
hotels — namely restaurants, bars,
eating places, and drinking places
— into a single type of licence.

Food and beverage establish-
ments regulated by the new law are
defined as business premises pro-
viding dine-in services.

The new Law 5/2026 also
regulates the licensing and operation

of music and dancing venues with
dine-in services outside hotels,
including nightclubs, discotheques,
ballrooms, and cabarets.

The new Law 5/2026 replaces its
predecessor promulgated in 1996.

Food and beverage establish-
ments, as well as music and dancing
venues located within hotels, are in-
stead regulated by the current hotel
law which came into force in 2022.

Moreover, the new Law 5/2026
also amends Macau’s tourism tax
law, which stands at 5.0 percent.
Businesses subject to the tourism
tax pay 5.0 percent on the cost of
services provided to their patrons.

According to the amended
version of the tourism tax law,
which takes effect today, services
provided by all types of food and
beverage establishments outside
hotels are exempt from the 5.0
percent tourism tax.

Monday’s DSF statement pointed
out that music and dancing venues
outside hotels — including nightclubs,
discotheques, ballrooms, and cabarets
— regulated by Law 5/2026 are not
exempt from the tourism tax.

The statement also noted that
businesses subject to the tourism
tax still include hotels, health clubs,
saunas, massage parlours, and
karaoke bars. Bars located inside
hotels are also required to pay the
tourism tax, the statement added.

While restaurants located
within hotels are not exempt from
the tourism tax under the new Law
5/2026, they remain exempt from
the tax this year as stipulated by
the government’s 2026 budget
bill, the statement concluded. m

This photo taken on Monday shows a Chinese restaurant in Taipa.
- Photo: Tony Wong

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested
a man from the Chinese mainland on
Monday for livestreaming gambling
sessions in a local casino to solicit
online bets, PJ spokesman Lei Chi
Hou said during a special press
conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as
a 43-year-old unemployed man
surnamed Zhang.

According to Lei, the Judiciary
Police received a tip-off that someone
was engaged in illegal online
gambling activities at a casino in the
central district. At around 10:30 a.m.
on Monday, PJ officers conducted a
targeted patrol operation. Lei added
that during surveillance, officers
observed Zhang behaving suspiciously
while gambling at a baccarat table.

After noticing Zhang acting
suspiciously, the officers intercepted
him. The investigation revealed
that Zhang was wearing specially
modified clothing, Lei said, noting
that a smartphone was fixed to the
front of his shirt, with a small hole
allowing the camera to secretly film
the baccarat table.

Using a messaging application,
Zhang livestreamed the baccarat
table footage and, via a miniature in-
ear receiver, took betting instructions
from gamblers in the Chinese
mainland to place bets on their
behalf. Zhang had been running his
“business” since mid-May, bringing
tens of thousands of Hong Kong
dollars with him on each visit to
Macau, and charging an hourly rate
of around HK$1,000 (1,031 patacas).

By the time of his interception,
Zhang had pocketed no less than
HK$20,000 in illicit proceeds,
Lei said.

From Zhang and his hotel
guestroom in Cotai, PJ officers seized
a total of HK$41,000 in casino chips,
HK$4,050 in cash, several items of
modified clothing, six smartphones,
and a number of electronic devices
including headphones and receivers.
PJ officers believe the suspect
acted alone and had, on at least
eight occasions, assisted mainland
gamblers through covert filming and
betting activities, Lei said.

Zhang was transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP)
yesterday, facing charges of illegal
operation of online gambling and
online mutual betting. m
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Secretary for Economy and Finance Dora Ng Wai Han (centre) poses for a group photo with the 17 “Macau Investment Promotion

Ambassadors” after presenting them with their certificates during yesterday’s MITIC inauguration ceremony.

Continued from p.1

Dora Ng raises 4
expectations for MITIC

Delivering a speech during the
ceremony, Ng said that as a special
administrative region where the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle is
successfully implemented, and as a
crucial bridgehead for the nation’s
high-level opening-up, Macau is
driving the development of new
quality productive forces through
sci-tech innovation. This plays a
unique role in serving the nation’s
overall development and promoting
the city’s appropriate economic
diversification.

Ng noted that the MITIC is a
pilot project for the construction of
the Macao Science and Technology

Research and Development
Industrial Park, as well as an
important vehicle for sci-tech

innovation actively promoted by
the local government. She added
that the centre will gather a broad
range of innovative resources to
secure high-quality enterprises for
the future industrial park, promote
the initial formation of an industrial
cluster, and lay a solid foundation
for the high-quality growth of
Macau’s tech industry.

Ng raised four expectations for
the centre’s operation to further
highlight its advantages and better
serve the needs of Macau and the
whole nation:

First, the centre must uphold
the principle of “One Country” and
leverage the advantages of “Two
Systems”. Relying on multiple
policy benefits, the centre must adopt
an innovative mindset to transform

itself into a hub for gathering
international sci-tech resources and
high-level talent, contributing to the
country’s initiative to become a sci-
tech powerhouse.

Second, the centre must focus
on Macau’s appropriate economic
diversification  drive and the
cultivation of benchmark enterprises.
This will accelerate the formation
of cutting-edge technology clusters
with Macau characteristics, inject
momentum into the optimisation of
the industrial structure, and promote
sustainable, high-quality economic
growth.

Third, the centre must become a
vital vehicle for attracting, cultivating,
and utilising qualified talent. It must
drive the training and introduction of
high-quality professionals through
industrial activity, fostering a positive
interaction between the sector and
local talent while creating more
high-quality jobs for local youth and
professionals.

Fourth, as a fundamental
instrument to deepen the connection
between Macau and Hengqin
and promote their integrated
development, the centre must strive
to provide bilateral setup facilities
for established sci-tech innovation
enterprises. The centre must
deepen the “Research in Macao +
Transformation in Hengqin” model
to achieve resource sharing and
complementary advantages.

Govt appoints 17
‘investment promotion
ambassadors’

Meanwhile, the local government
has appointed 17 prominent figures
from major sectors — including high-

- Photo: IPIM

tech, BigHealth,and modernfinancial
services — as “Macao Investment
Promotion =~ Ambassadors”.  This
aims to leverage their professional
influence and market networks to
attract domestic and international
investors to Macau’s business
strengths, industrial policies, and
investment opportunities.

Ng presented the 17 ambassadors
with their certificates during yester-
day’s MITIC inauguration ceremony.

A list released by the Commerce
and Investment Promotion (IPIM)
identified the 17 ambassadors as
Vong Hin Fai, Chao Ka Chon, Fan
Yaosheng, Cindy Lau, Cally Kuan,
Chan Chi Fong, Kuan Wong, Aglaia
Kong Chio Fai, Ho Kuok Tou, Wong
Su Chin, Ieong Mei Kei, Renee Pan,
Zheng Jianxiong, Yang Zhenyu, Fei
Fei, Li Yingjie, and Chang Liu.

Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of yesterday’s ceremony,
IPIM President Che Weng Keong
said that through the ambassador
programme, the local government
aims to attract more high-quality
enterprises to establish a presence in
the city, fostering a new pattern for
integrated industrial development,
supporting ~ Macau’s  industrial
upgrading, and forging a spectrum of
diverse employment opportunities,
thereby facilitating the city’s
appropriate economic diversification.

Chessaid thatthe 17 ambassadors,
with a two-year term, will perform
their duties on a voluntary basis,
adding that they will represent
the local government in attracting
external investment and promoting
the business environments of Macau
and Henggqin in the course of their
own business operations. B
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China-Europe railway becomes
key part of multimodal logistics,
Duisport CEO says

Interview

FRANKFURT — The China-
Europe Railway Express (CRE)
has become an essential part of
multimodal  logistics  between
China and Europe, demonstrating
its flexibility and resilience during
periods of global supply chain
disruption, the chief executive
officer of Germany’s Duisburger
Hafen AG (Duisport) has said.

As a supplement to maritime
and air freight, the “rail connections
between China and Europe have
become an established component
of multimodal logistics solutions,”
Markus Bangen told Xinhua in a
written interview.

The port of Duisburg has
served as a key European terminus
of the CRE since rail service began
operations in 2011 and has played
an active role in the expansion of
this rail freight connection.

“The CRE has evolved
from irregular departures into a
scheduled service,” Bangen said,
noting that in 2026, several trains
pass through Duisburg daily on
their routes between Central
Europe and China.

He said demand for China-
Europe rail freight surged during
the COVID-19 pandemic as
maritime transport faced severe
disruptions and global supply
chains came under strain. Many
customers continued using rail
services after the pandemic
because they proved reliable, he
added.

Since  the  China-Europe
Railway Express was launched
under a unified brand in 2016, the
number of annual train journeys
has increased nearly twelvefold,
from 1,702 in 2016 to 20,022 in
2025, according to China State
Railway Group Co., Ltd.

Bangen said the rail freight
connection extends the port of
Duisburg’s network into Asia and
gives Asian customers efficient
access to its intermodal distribution
network across Europe. “In doing
so, it supports smoother trade
flows and strengthens Duisburg’s
connectivity as a European
logistics hub,” he added.

Last year, Duisport inaugurated
the  Chengdu-Europe  Express
and signed a memorandum

of understanding with Xi’an
International Inland Port Group,
signalling a broader trend toward
strengthening connectivity with
major Chinese cities.

Bangen said the experience
gained through the CRE could
also support the development of
new routes, including the Southern
Corridor, which now offers
significant potential to improve
transit times and reliability.

Despite rising  geopolitical
tensions, the Duisburg port
remains focused on “providing
reliable, needs-based solutions
to its customers and contractual
partners,” Bangen said, noting
efforts to expand routes, improve
resilience and establish additional
links between Europe and Asia.

Over the past decade, the
development of the China-Europe
Railway Express has deepened
exchanges between Duisburg and
China.

“Duisburg has become more
visible in China, while we have
also gained a deeper understanding
of Chinese cities, partners and
markets.” — Xinhua

XFANDONG RAILWAY 5 TATION

A couple pose in front of the Xi’an East Railway Station in Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, yesterday. The Xi’an East Railway
Station opened yesterday with the launch of the 257-km-long Xi’an-Shiyan high-speed railway that connects Xi’an, capital
of Shaanxi Province, with Shiyan in neighboring Hubei Province. The railway station, with a building area of 100,000
square meters, serves as an important comprehensive transportation hub in northwest China. Advanced technologies
have been adopted for the construction of the station, such as panoramic intelligent construction and “5G + BeiDou
Navigation Satellite System” high-precision positioning. Over 30,000 square meters of photovoltaic modules were laid

on the roof of the station, which is expected to generate more than 7 million kWh of green electricity annually for on-site

consumption.

- Xinhua

China says key to addressing economic, trade
concerns with EU lies in deepening cooperation

BEIJING — The root cause of
the problems faced by the European
Union (EU) does not lie in China,
and the key to addressing economic
and trade concerns between the
two sides lies in deepening China-
EU cooperation to realize common
development, a foreign ministry
spokesperson said yesterday.

Spokesperson  Guo  Jiakun
made the remarks at a daily press
briefing in response to a query. He
stressed that China and the EU are
partners, not rivals, and that their
economic and trade cooperation is
mutually beneficial and win-win in
nature.

China is willing to step up

communication and consultation
with the EU to properly handle
trade differences in a constructive
manner based on the principles
of equality, respect and mutual
benefit, and jointly safeguard the
stability of global industrial and
supply chains, Guo added.

— Xinhua
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Cultural exchange
program celebrating
Zheng He's legacy launched
in Indonesia

JAKARTA — A series of cultural
exchange activities under the theme
of “Zheng He Odyssey: Global
Friendship Envoy” was launched in
Jakarta yesterday, bringing together
more than 160 representatives from
the political, business, academic and
cultural sectors, as well as overseas
Chinese communities from China
and Indonesia.

The two-day program features
more than 10 events, including the
donation of a model of Zheng He’s
ship, a cultural bazaar and creative
poster exhibition, a seminar on the
Global Civilization Initiative and
the international communication of
Zheng He’s spirit, and a friendship
ceremony for Chinese and
Indonesian youth representatives.

Chen Wu, education counselor of
the Chinese Embassy in Indonesia,
said that over the 76 years since
the establishment of diplomatic
relations, China and Indonesia
have achieved coordinated
progress across the “five pillars” of
cooperation — political, economic,
people-to-people  and  cultural
exchanges, maritime affairs, and
security.

Landmark projects such as
the Jakarta-Bandung High-Speed
Railway and the “Two Countries,
Twin  Parks” initiative  have
delivered tangible benefits to the
peoples of both countries.

He expressed hope that the two
sides would draw wisdom from
Zheng He’s historic voyages and
become inheritors of the spirit
of peace, promoters of practical
cooperation, and cultivators of
lasting friendship.

Wen Liao, deputy director of the
Spiritual Civilization Office of the
CPC Yunnan Provincial Committee,
said Yunnan, the hometown of
Zheng He, has long enjoyed close

ties with Indonesia. Cooperation
between the two sides has
evolved from cultural exchanges
and trade into institutionalized,
multi-level and comprehensive
collaboration spanning modern
agriculture, biomedicine, clean
energy, education, and ecological
conservation.

He expressed the hope that
both sides would continue to carry
forward Zheng He’s spirit and write
a new chapter of friendship in the
new era.

Vinsensius  Jemadu, acting
deputy for event organization
development of  Indonesia’s

Ministry of Tourism, said Zheng He
left behind numerous historical sites
and cultural memories across the
Indonesian archipelago, including
those in Semarang, which have
become valuable cultural and
tourism assets.

He said he hopes tourism brands
such as the “Zheng He Route” will
further promote people-to-people
exchanges to elevate bilateral
cooperation in tourism and cultural
exchanges to a new level.

As one of the program’s
highlights, a scale model of Zheng
He’s ship measuring 71 cm in length
and 60 cm in height was donated by
Yunnan Province to the Sam Poo
Kong Foundation in Semarang.

Crafted by Fu Kunxiang and
Wang Li, inheritors of the intangible
cultural heritage of traditional ship
model making in Kunming, the
model is based on the ships of the
Ming Dynasty.

It reproduces the vessel’s
distinctive Fujian-style  hull,
complete with nine watertight
bulkheads and a keel structure,
capturing the grandeur of the fleet
that once sailed across the seas.

— Xinhua

9t China-Eurasia Expo ends
with record scale

URUMQI — The 9" China-
Eurasia Expo that concluded in
Xinjiang yesterday hit a record high
in terms of scale, organizers said
yesterday.

More than 3,100 domestic and
foreign institutions and enterprises
participated in the event in
Xinjiang’s capital city Urumgqi, from
June 25-29, marking an all-time
high. A total of 49 countries, regions
and international organizations
attended the expo, with 27 of them
setting up national pavilions. Over
2,000 overseas exhibitors and
purchasers came to the event for
business negotiations, while the
number of domestic professional
purchasers reached 23,700.

“The continuous improvement
of international coverage, quality
of market players and matching
efficiency between supply and

demand, as well as the active
participation  and  enthusiastic
negotiation of participants, are
the most direct recognition of the
promising prospects of Eurasian
cooperation,” said Xu Yeping,
deputy director of Xinjiang’s
international expo affairs bureau.
The five-day expo recorded
329,300 wisits, including nearly
10,000 visits from  overseas
personnel, official data showed.
More than 80 economic and
trade activities held during the expo
ranged from high-level dialogues
to country-specific sessions and
industry matchmaking events,
with new cross-border trade
models continuing to show
benefits, said Li Hongqi, deputy
head of the regional commerce
department.
— Xinhua
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Wang Yi meets candidate
for next UN secretary-
general Espinosa

BEIJING - Foreign Minister
Wang Yi met with Maria Fernanda
Espinosa, former president of the
United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) and a candidate for the
next United Nations secretary-
general, in Beijing yesterday.

Espinosa, also former foreign
minister of Ecuador, said the world
today urgently needs a UN that
can prevent crises more promptly,
coordinate and cooperate more
closely, and take actions more
efficiently.

Stressing that she firmly adheres
to the one-China principle, Espinosa
said she supports the four global
initiatives proposed by China,
appreciates  China’s  long-term
commitment to multilateralism,
defense of the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter, and
safeguarding the common interests
of developing countries.

Espinosa said she is ready
to work with the international
community, including China, to
advance the three pillars of the
UN, which are peace and security,
development and human rights,
while consolidating its prestige.

F 0y

Wang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee, said facing the
complex and severe international
situation, the UN needs to
invigorate itself, enhance its
operational capacity, play its due
role and live up to the expectations
of all parties.

China has always been a firm
supporter of the cause of the UN
and multilateralism, he added.

The selection of the next UN
secretary-general is not only
related to the future direction of
UN reform and development,
but also to the vital interests of
member states, Wang said, adding
that any candidate must abide
by the Charter, be competent,
impartial and upright, and perform
duties with responsibility.

As a permanent member of
the UN Security Council and an
important member of the Global
South, China will participate
in the selection process with a
responsible attitude and support
the UN in regaining its authority
and vitality, Wang said. — Xinhua
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Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the

Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, shakes hands with Maria
Fernanda Espinosa, former president of the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA), a candidate for the next United Nations secretary-general and former

foreign minister of Ecuador, in Beijing yesterday.

- Xinhua

Beijing-Shanghai high-
speed rail serves over
2.3 billion passenger trips
in 15 years

BEIJING — Official data from
China Railway Beijing Group
showed the Beijing-Shanghai
high-speed railway has run more
than 2.22 million trains over the
past 15 years, safely transporting
over 2.3 billion passenger trips.

The 1,318-km rail line
connecting China’s capital Beijing
and the economic hub Shanghai
marked its 15" anniversary since
starting operations yesterday.

The steady growth  of
transport capacity is supported
by continuous technological
innovation and operation scheme
optimization. The fastest one-
way travel time between the two
cities now stands at 4 hours and 18
minutes.

Currently, the total operating
mileage of China’s  high-
speed railway exceeds 50,000
kilometers. — Xinhua
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China calls for maintaining
momentum of negotiations

BEIJING - On the US-Iran
situation, the priority is to safeguard
and implement the memorandum
of understanding, maintain the
momentum of negotiations, and
work for an early comprehensive
agreement agreed by both the
United States and Iran, accepted by
regional countries, and welcomed
by the international community,
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said
yesterday.

Wang made the remarks when
meeting with Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Saudi Arabia Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud in Beijing,
adding that the current ceasefire
remains fragile, but talking is better
than fighting, and dialogue is better
than confrontation.

China welcomes the launch
of US-Iran negotiations, said
Wang, adding that China stands
ready to work with Saudi Arabia
to contribute to easing tensions
and lasting peace and stability in
the region. China is also willing
to support Saudi Arabia in playing
a bigger role in international and
regional affairs, and join hands to
uphold the authority of the United
Nations and build a more just and
equitable global governance system.

On bilateral relations, Wang, also
a member of the Political Bureau of
the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee, said Saudi
Arabia is an important member of
Arab and Islamic countries, and an
indispensable important force in the
multipolarization of the world.

Wang said China has always
regarded Saudi Arabia as a
strategic partner that treats each
other as equals, respects and trusts
each other, and pursues win-win
cooperation. The  China-Saudi
Arabia comprehensive strategic
partnership, since its establishment
a decade ago, has become a model
of win-win cooperation among
Global South countries, he added.

between US, Iran: Wang Yi

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, shakes hands with Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud in Beijing yesterday.
- Xinhua

China is ready to maintain
high-level exchanges with Saudi
Arabia, and give full play to
the strategic guiding role of
the leaders of both countries in
growing China-Saudi relations,
said Wang, calling on both sides
to make full use of the high-
level joint committee, to plan in
a coordinated way and advance
pragmatic cooperation in all fields.

He went on to say that
the two sides should leverage
complementary advantages,
optimize the trade structure, scale
up two-way investment, promote
green development, and support
each other’s modernization.

The Saudi foreign minister
said that the Saudi side highly
cherishes relations with China and
firmly abides by the one-China

principle. He said people-to-people
and cultural exchanges with China
will be strengthened, and that
pragmatic cooperation in fields
such as investment, finance, energy
and artificial intelligence will be
deepened.

Saudi Arabia supports the
series of major global initiatives
proposed by China, and stands
ready to engage in close multilateral
coordination with China and
safeguard the common interests of
developing countries, he said.

The Saudi side appreciates the
constructive role China has played
in promoting the de-escalation of
the situation in the Middle East,
and looks forward to working with
China to bring peace and stability to
the region at an early date, he said.

— Xinhua

Chinese firms urge dialogue to resolve
trade issues with EU: CCPIT

BEIJING — Chinese companies
are calling for the resolution of
issues affecting bilateral economic
and trade cooperation between
China and the European Union (EU)
through dialogue and consultation,
the China Council for the Promotion
of International Trade (CCPIT) said
yesterday.

Chinese firms also hope the
EU side will provide a fair, just
and non-discriminatory business
environment for Chinese firms
operating in Europe, Wang Yifei, a
spokesperson for the CCPIT, told a
press conference.

At the press conference, the
trade promotion body released its
2025 EU business environment
report, which is based on a survey

of Chinese enterprises.

The report revealed that business
communities in China and the EU
engaged actively in 2025, with
fruitful cooperation outcomes and
growing willingness to strengthen
cooperation. Some 53 percent of
respondents rated the EU’s business
environment positively, while 48.8
percent said they planned to expand
supply chain cooperation with EU
companies.

According to the report,
Chinese firms operating in Europe
are prioritizing the EU’s digital
economy, financial and green
economy sectors.

Surveyed companies expressed
concerns regarding the EU’s
growing tendency of abusing the

concept of security on economic
and trade issues, alongside rising
trade and investment barriers and
higher production costs.

The report further noted that the
EU’s expanding green legislation
has notably driven up market-entry
and operating costs for foreign
firms, with the EU’s Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) in
particular adding to operating costs
and business uncertainty.

CBAM is the EU’s measure
that imposes a carbon price on
emissions embedded in certain
carbon-intensive goods entering
the EU and aligns the carbon cost
of imports with that faced by EU
producers under the EU Emissions
Trading System. — Xinhua
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Thousands from Philippine
sect protest pro-Duterte
senator’s graft case

MANILA - Thousands of
members of a powerful Philippine
religious sect rallied in Manila
yesterday, snarling traffic as they
protested the expected arrest of a
senator and church member.

The rally came a day after
authorities announced that Senator
Rodante Marcoleta, a member of
the Iglesia Ni Cristo (INC) church
and an ally of Vice President Sara
Duterte, was set to be charged with
graft tied to his election campaign
fund.

The INC has historically been
a powerful voting bloc with ties
to the Duterte political dynasty,
and Marcoleta is widely viewed
as an all-but-certain vote against
convicting Duterte at her Senate
impeachment trial, which begins
next week.

Protesters who spoke with
AFP said they had been contacted
by organisers at around 9:00 p.m.
[local time] the night before via
text, phone calls and messages on
the Telegram platform.

“This is a lightning protest. As
you know, the Iglesia ni Cristo is just
one body. With just one command,
everybody will follow,” 56-year-old
Rodel Gundrean told AFP.

Church member Marc Raeden
Quemada, 26, said he had been at
the protest since 6:00 a.m. and did
not plan to leave “until we’re told
to go home”.

As of 2:00 p.m., traffic
remained bottle-necked in the area,
with police estimating a crowd of
about 12,000.

“We’re expecting the number
of people will still increase... so
there might still be traffic tonight,”
regional police spokeswoman
Hazel Asilo told AFP.

Government ombudsman Jesus
Remulla on Monday revealed that
Marcoleta was set to be charged

Members of the religious group Iglesia ni Cristo (INC) stage a demonstration along

Epifanio de los Santos Avenue in Quezon City, Metro Manila yesterday.

over a failure to declare 75 million
pesos (US$1.2 million) in unused
election campaign contributions.

A month earlier, prosecutors
filed charges against another
Duterte loyalist, Senator Jose
“Jinggoy” Estrada, over his
alleged involvement in a massive
corruption scandal over bogus
flood control projects.

A third Duterte ally, Senator
Ronald “Bato” Dela Rosa, is in
hiding after narrowly escaping
arrest on an International Criminal
Court warrant over his role in the
deadly drug war conducted by
the vice president’s father, ex-
president Rodrigo Duterte.

‘Selective justice’

In a video message ahead of
yesterday’s rally, INC spokesman
Edwil Zabala said the church
was calling for “transparency” in
standing by Marcoleta.

“We want to let them know that
selective justice is an injustice and
we will not remain silent,” he said.

Vice President Duterte issued a
separate statement saying President

-AFP

Ferdinand Marcos’s administration
had “weaponised the justice
system by filing cases against
and imprisoning individuals who
dare speak out against alleged
corruption”.

In  November, the INC
rallied a crowd estimated in the
hundreds of thousands, calling
for accountability over the flood
control scandal while placing most
of the blame on Marcos.

Earlier in 2025, the church held
a huge rally in Manila opposing the
mooted impeachment of Duterte.

While that impeachment was
reversed by the country’s Supreme
Court, Duterte was impeached
once again by the House of
Representatives last month.

Her trial is set to begin on July
6, with 16 votes in the 24-seat
Senate required for a guilty verdict
that would see her removed as vice
president and permanently banned
from elected office.

Yesterday, President Marcos
cancelled all events outside the
presidential palace to monitor the
situation. —AFP

Thai opposition leader faces ethics trial
over royal insult reform

BANGKOK -  Thailand’s
main opposition leader and nine
other MPs were among dozens on
trial yesterday, accused of ethics
breaches over attempts to reform the
kingdom’s strict royal insult law.

The 44 defendants, whose
trial opened at the Supreme
Court, include  Natthaphong
Ruengpanyawut, whose progressive
People’s Party came second in
February’s general election.

An earlier iteration of the
party had in 2021 proposed draft
legislation to amend Thailand’s
lese-majeste law, which shields the
king and his family from criticism
and carries a maximum sentence of
up to 15 years per offence.

The National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) filed a
civil complaint in April to the
Supreme Court against 44 current

and former politicians, alleging a
breach of ethics.

If found guilty, they could face
lifetime bans on holding political
office and be stripped of their right
to vote for 10 years.

Yesterday, the  prosecutor
submitted the names of 17 witnesses
to the Supreme Court, including
officials from parliament and the
NACC, with the first expected to
take the stand on August 25.

None of the MPs on trial were
in court, according to an AFP
reporter.

The next two hearings were set
in September and October.

The accused were previously
members of the Move Forward
party, which had proposed to
amend the lese-majeste law.

Thailand’s constitutional
court dissolved Move Forward in

2024, ruling that its royal reform
pledge amounted to an attempt
to overthrow the constitutional
monarchy.

Most of its members formed a
new party, the People’s Party, under
which the 10 MPs currently on trial
were re-elected in February.

Natthaphong told a news
conference in April after the Supreme
Court accepted the case that the
reform effort was “never intended
to undermine the democratic system
under the monarchy””.

“Our objective goes beyond
political careers — it is about ensuring
equality for the people,” he said.

“We will contest this case in
the Supreme Court to defend the
rights of MPs within a democratic
parliamentary system and to
ensure that Thailand’s democracy
genuinely serves its people.” — AFP
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3 killed in motorcycle-truck
collision in S Philippines

MANILA — Three children were
killed after the motorcycle they
were riding collided with a truck in
Bukidnon province in the southern
Philippines  yesterday = morning,
according to local authorities.

The driver of the motorcycle
reportedly lost control while

negotiating a narrow road and
collided with the truck carrying
sugarcane planting materials.

The local disaster risk reduction
and management office said the
victims were on their way to fetch
water for their school.

— Xinhua

Indonesian tech founder gets
10-year sentence for graft

Marchio Gorbiano

JAKARTA - An Indonesian
court convicted former education
minister Nadiem Makarim, the co-
founder of a multibillion-dollar tech
startup, of corruption yesterday,
sentencing him to 10 years in prison.

Judges found Nadiem guilty
of graft tied to the procurement of
Chromebooks for schools during the
COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in
around US$120 million in state losses.

The anti-corruption court in
Jakarta also ordered Nadiem to pay a
fine of 1 billion rupiah (US$55,850)
and another 809 billion (more than
US$45 million) in restitution — or
serve an additional prison term.

The case represents a remarkable
turnaround for the Ivy League-
educated co-founder of ride-hailing
app Gojek, once seen as a poster boy
for Indonesia’s tech startup scene.

Nadiem, 41, quit the company to
become one of the country’s youngest
cabinet members in 2019, and served
as education minister until 2024.

Prosecutors had argued that his
decision to purchase Chromebook
laptops, which use Google’s operating
system ChromeOS, was linked with
the US tech giant’s investment in
Gojek and had cost the state around
US$120 million in losses.

Nadiem has consistently denied
any wrongdoing, and his lawyer
said he would appeal the verdict.

The former minister claims
the  Chromebook procurement
had in fact saved money, and has
dismissed the case against him as an
“investigative error”.

After the hearing, a tearful
Nadiem said he had been
“sentenced based on completely
unreasonable facts... the four judges
who sentenced me to 10 years in

Wi

Nadiem Makarim, Indonesia’s former education minister and co-founder of ride

prison could not look me directly in
the eye.”

“l was practically sentenced to
15 years because 1 was ordered to
pay 809 billion rupiah in restitution,
money I do not have,” he added.

Dozens of Gojek drivers wearing
their signature green jackets came to
show support, with Nadiem shaking
hands with them and hugging his
supporters before the hearing began.

After the  verdict  was
pronounced, supporters inside and
outside of the courtroom shouted:
“Nadiem is innocent!”

Nadiem, whose lawyer father had
served on the ethics committee of
Indonesia’s anti-corruption agency,
co-founded Gojek in 2010, starting
out as a call centre with some 20
motorcycle drivers in Jakarta.

The name took inspiration from
Jakarta’s  ubiquitous motorbike
taxis, known as “ojek”.

The company’s services have
grown from ride-hailing to include
food delivery and a digital wallet,
with some 3.1 million registered
drivers as of 2023.

Nadiem said he had accepted
the offer from then-president Joko
Widodo to serve as education minister
in part to encourage Indonesian
professionals to enter public service.

But he argued the case against
him could cause an opposite effect.

“Young professionals fear that
they will be the next victims,” he said.

Google was not charged in the
case, and the company has denied
any wrongdoing.

GoTo Group, created in 2021
after a merger of Gojek and
e-commerce platform Tokopedia,
said Nadiem had no decision-
making role since his resignation
from the company in 2019. —AFP
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hailing company Gojek, waits for a verdict hearing at the Central Jakarta District
Court in Jakarta yesterday, in a corruption case related to the procurement of

Chromebook laptops for schools during the COVID-19 pandemic.

-AFP
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Bird flu cases rise in Nepal,
only zoo shut

KATHMANDU - Nepal is
battling a surge in bird flu cases,
and has slaughtered more than
596,000 poultry and shut its only
700, agriculture ministry officials
said yesterday.

The Himalayan nation has had
bird flu in previous years, but the
first cases this year were reported
on March 18.

Since then, government livestock
officials have overseen the widespread
culling of chickens and other domestic
birds, and the destruction of more
than a million eggs.

Umesh Dahal, director general
at the Department of Livestock
Services, said that cases had been
recorded in 11 districts, including
three in the Kathmandu Valley where
the outbreak has been the most severe.

Dahal said authorities suspect the
disease was being spread by crows.

“We are concerned, because

crows have been found dead
from infections,” Dahal said.
“Controlling their movement is
extremely difficult, since they live
in the wild.”

Nepal’s first outbreak of bird flu
was in January 2009.

The HS5 strain has caused severe
disease and high death rates in
poultry and wild birds worldwide.
No human deaths from bird flu have
been reported in Nepal.

The =zoo in the capital
Kathmandu was closed earlier in
June for the first time since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Several birds and animals have
been infected,” zoo spokesperson
Ganesh Koirala told AFP, saying
civet cats and birds such as owls,
vultures and pigeons had died.

“The zoo has been closed for
an indefinite time, until the virus is
under control.” —AFP

People watch a live broadcast of the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 football match
between Brazil and Japan, at a fanzone in Karachi, Pakistan on Monday. (More on

World Cup on pages 13 and 16)

-AFP

Nepal’s tea factories resume
work after India eases rules

KATHMANDU — Nepali tea
producers have resumed operations
after India eased testing requirements,
bringing respite to thousands of
pickers following weeks of disruption
to exports, traders told AFP yesterday.

India made quality testing
mandatory for all Nepali tea imports
in May, stopping sales until samples
were inspected.

The move created a backlog as
storage reached capacity at many
sites, forcing more than 80 traders
to halt production at their factories.

More than 80 percent of Nepal’s
tea exports are sent to India,
according to the National Tea and
Coffee Development Board.

India has since reduced the
sample testing from all imports to
justa fifth, said Netra Prasad Subedi,
a spokesperson at the Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Supplies.

“Earlier, India made it
compulsory for 100 percent testing
of Nepali tea,” Subedi told AFP.

“But, in a letter last week, it
mentioned that only 20 percent
consignment would be carried out.”

Dilli Ram Shrestha, president of
Suryodaya Orthodox Tea Producers

Association, said the backlog of tea
for testing had been cleared so that
fresh tea supplies could be shipped.

“All the factories are open now,”
he said. “We have started supplying
from our warchouse as well,
beginning this week.”

Nepal’s eastern Himalayan
foothills, particularly Ilam and
Jhapa, are home to some of the
country’s oldest and most important
tea-growing regions.

The Suryodaya association said
the disruption had made a huge
financial impact on more than 3,000
tea-farming families because it
occurred during the peak picking
season.

The halt resulted in many tea
leaves going to waste.

Nepal exports approximately
15,600 metric tonnes of tea annually
to India, generating around US$27
million in revenue, according to the
tea board.

India is also Kathmandu’s largest
trading partner, accounting for 63
percent of imports, or US$8.6 billion,
followed by China at 13 percent, or
USS$1.8 billion, according to World
Bank figures. —AFP

ASIA

Rare gibbon population
in Cambodia’s Angkor forest rises
to 15 after new birth

PHNOM PENH — The pileated
gibbon population in the natural
forests of Cambodia’s famed
Angkor Archaeological Park has
reached 15 after another endangered
gibbon gave birth, the APSARA
National Authority (ANA) said in a
news release yesterday.

The endangered pileated gibbon
is globally rare and listed on the
International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) Red List.

Nick Marx, a wildlife expert
with Cambodia Wildlife Care
(CWC) and biodiversity advisor
to the ANA — the government
agency managing the Angkor site
— expressed delight at the arrival of
another gibbon in Angkor, noting
the baby was born in May.

He recalled that gibbons were
first released into Angkor forests in
2013.

“Since then, the project has
reintroduced four pairs-or families-
of gibbons at different locations
throughout the Angkor forest,” Marx
said. “To date, the gibbons have
produced seven offspring, bringing
the total population in the park to 15.”

Moeun Sarin, a  gibbon
caretaker in the Angkor Forest,
feeds the animals twice daily with
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Hoyer from Schwerin, Germany in January 2013 at an unknown location.

his son while closely monitoring
their health, behavior, habitat, and
any potential dangers.

The gibbons” regular diet
includes  fruit like bananas,
mangosteens, and papayas, he said,
adding that their food is placed on a
suspended wooden platform to keep
them from descending, where they
would be at risk of dog attacks.

Situated innorthwest Cambodia’s
Siem Reap province, the UNESCO-
listed Angkor Archaeological Park is
the kingdom’s most popular tourist
destination and home to 91 ancient

temples built between the ninth and
13" centuries.

According to the ANA, the
natural forests of the 401-square-
kilometer Angkor Archaeological
Park are currently home to a wide
variety of wildlife species.

This diverse ecosystem includes
pileated gibbons, red muntjacs,
silvered langurs, common palm civets,
smooth-coated otters, leopard cats,
oriental pied hornbills, great hornbills,
wreathed hornbills, peafowl, common
water monitors, Sunda pangolins, and
porcupines. — Xinhua

Pakistan tutoring centre roof collapses,
killing 14 children

LAHORE - The roof of a
tutoring centre collapsed, killing
at least 14 children and injuring
five in the eastern Pakistani city of
Lahore yesterday, officials said.

“A roof collapse in Basti Eid
Gah, Kahna Nau, has claimed the
lives of 14 children, while five
others were injured,” an Edhi
ambulance service spokesperson
said, referring to an area to the south
of Pakistan’s second-largest city.

The city’s top civilian official,
Commissioner Marryam Khan,
confirmed the death toll and said a
teacher had also been injured.

Broadcaster Geo News aired
images of uniformed rescuers and
civilians using spades and their
hands to dig through dirt and rubble
in the partially collapsed building.

Authorities  promised  an

investigation and provincial police
said on X that two people had been
taken into custody over the disaster.

Medical sources said the
children killed in the collapse were
aged between around four and 12.

The injured children were
receiving treatment in hospital,
according to Edhi.

Pakistan’s  Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif expressed his “grief
over the loss of precious lives in
the collapse of a tuition centre roof
in Lahore’s Kahna area”.

Sharif “prayed for the speedy
recovery of the injured and directed the
authorities to provide them with every
possible medical assistance”, according
to a statement released by his office.

Investigation underway
Police said they were collecting

evidence at the scene of the
collapse and posted a video of
officers speaking with rescuers
wearing hardhats at the building,
which was nestled in a tightly
packed residential area.

Khan, Lahore’s commissioner,
said in a statement that “those
responsible for the incident will be
found through a transparent, unbiased
and immediate investigation”.

Roof and building collapses are
common across Pakistan, mainly
because of poor safety standards
and shoddy construction materials
in the South Asian country of more
than 240 million people.

Last July, 27 people were
killed and 10 injured when a five-
storey building collapsed in the
impoverished area of Lyari in the
southern city of Karachi.  —AFP

Study finds deep belly fat may speed up
biological ageing

SYDNEY - Researchers in
Australia have found that higher
levels of visceral fat — stored
deep in the abdomen — are linked
to faster biological and cellular
ageing in middle-aged adults.

The study, published in the
journal Obesity, found visceral fat
could impact the ageing process
beyond general measures of obesity,
according to a statement from the
University of Western Australia
(UWA) released on Monday.

UWA researchers analysed data
from nearly 4,800 participants aged
45 to 69 and found that greater
visceral fat was linked to accelerated
biological ageing in both men and
women, independent of overall
body fat, body mass index, waist
circumference and lifestyle factors.

In women, higher visceral fat
was also associated with shorter
telomere length, a key marker of
cellular ageing, the study showed.

“Visceral fat is metabolically

active, secreting a range of pro-
inflammatory  proteins, which
contributeto systemicinflammation
and metabolic stress,” said UWA
Adjunct Associate Professor Zhu
Kun, the study’s co-author.

The findings highlight the
importance of targeting abdominal
fat to support healthier ageing, the
researchers said, noting that visceral
fat can be measured using imaging
technology widely used in routine
bone density scans. — Xinhua
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Iran prepares for late supreme
leader’s funeral

Majid Sourati
TEHRAN - Giant portraits of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s

late supreme leader killed in
US-Israeli airstrikes, hung from
Tehran’s Grand Mosalla yesterday
as workers raced to prepare for his
grand funeral ceremony.

His funeral, initially delayed
at the height of the Middle East
war, will take place as Iran and
the United States uphold a fragile
ceasefire after signing a preliminary
deal to halt the conflict.

Khamenel, a spiritual figure for
many Shias, was killed aged 86 at
his compound in the centre of the
Iranian capital on February 28, the
first day of the war.

His public funeral will begin
on Saturday, with his body lying
in state at the colossal complex
in central Tehran that hosts major
Friday prayers, official ceremonies
and religious gatherings.

The bodies of his slain relatives
will also be presented.

The ceremonies are expected
to draw between 15 and 20 million
mourners, according to officials,
which would make it the biggest
state funeral in the country’s history.

Workers applied fresh paint
across the venue, while a heavy
police presence could be seen
around the site.

Footage

aired state

by

television showed workers welding
metal structures as cranes lifted
construction material around the
complex.

With huge crowds expected,
state television has been urging
mourners to use public transport to
reach the venue and issued public
safety messages urging people to
stay hydrated with temperatures set
to rise during the funeral period.

An AFP journalist saw some
lanes on major highways across the
capital already closed, adding to
Tehran’s notoriously heavy traffic.

State television has also
devoted much of its programming
in recent days to documentaries on
Khamenei’s life.

‘Bright future’

A separate event for foreign
heads of state is scheduled for
Friday, according to Ali-Akbar
Pourjamshidian, secretary of the
funeral ceremony headquarters.

He estimated that representatives
from around 30 countries are
expected to attend the funeral
with people pouring in from
neighbouring countries, including
Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Tehran, as well as the holy
citics of Qom and Mashhad,
which will host later stages of the
funeral and burial ceremonies, will
observe public holidays while the

This photo taken on
Monday of a mural
displayed on the fagade
of a building in Tehran’s
Vanak Square depicts
late figures aligned with
the Iranian government,
such as late President
Ebrahim Raisi, slain
Islamic revolutionary
guards commander
Qasem Soleimani,

slain Lebanese
Hezbollah leader
Hassan Nasrallah, and
others, surrounding the
national flag-draped
casket of Iran’s slain
supreme leader Ali
Khamenei who was
killed in a strike on

the first day of the US-
Israeli war against the
Iran. - AFP

events are under way.

Authorities have ordered public
and private offices in Tehran to close
from Saturday through Monday,
while major traffic restrictions
will make much of the city centre
inaccessible to private vehicles.

The ceremony also comes six
months after nationwide protests
that began over the rising cost of
living before evolving into anti-
government demonstrations.

Across Tehran, funeral posters
promised Iran a “bright future”, while
others displayed the ceremony’s
slogan: “We Must Rise”.

Following the ceremonies in
Tehran, Khamenei’s body will be
taken to the holy Iraqi cities of
Najaf and Karbala before his burial
on July 9 at the shrine of Imam
Reza in the northeastern city of
Mashhad, his birthplace.

But at the main ceremony in
Tehran, it remains unknown if
Khamenei’s son and successor
Mojtaba, who has not been seen in
public since his appointment, will
be present.

“The issue of the Supreme
Leader’s attendance is not within
my authority or knowledge,” said
Pourjamshidian.

“If there is any programme, it
will certainly be announced by the
Office of the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution.” —AFP

In south Lebanon, Netanyahu says Israel
will stay as long as Hezbollah ‘threatens us’

JERUSALEM - Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
visited  troops in  southern
Lebanon yesterday, vowing that
his country’s forces would stay
in the area as long as Iran-backed
Hezbollah remained a “threat”.

His comments came after
Lebanon and Israel signed a
framework agreement under US
sponsorship last week to pave the
way for peace between them and
disarm Hezbollah.

The deal makes any Israeli
withdrawal from occupied
Lebanese land conditional on

Beirut disarming Hezbollah by
creating “pilot zones” that the
Lebanese military will take over.

“Our position is clear: we will
not leave southern Lebanon until
the threat has disappeared. And as
long as Hezbollah, armed, is here
and threatening us, we will stay
here,” Netanyahu said according to
a statement from his office.

He added that “we say to Iran
and to Hezbollah: leave this place,
you no longer belong here... There
are two sovereign states that want
to live in peace”.

Hezbollah drew Lebanon into

the Middle East war in March with
rocket fire at Israel, triggering Israeli
airstrikes and a ground invasion.

Israeli troops are operating in
a self-declared “‘security zone”
stretching around 10 kilometres
deep inside Lebanese territory
along the border.

Lebanese authorities say Israeli
attacks since the war began on
March 2 have killed more than
4,200 people.

In the same period, the Israeli
military has reported 38 soldiers
and one civilian contractor killed.

— AFP

Your trusted source for real news WEDNESDAY July 1, 2026

Restoration work begins
on main Damascus Jewish
cemetery

DAMASCUS — An organisation
has begun restoring Damascus’s main
Jewish cemetery, the group’s founder
told AFP yesterday, as members of
Syria’s dwindling community seek
to revive their heritage after ex-ruler
Bashar al-Assad’s ouster.

At the cemetery located along
the airport road near the capital, an
AFP correspondent saw rows of
stone graves bearing inscriptions in
Hebrew, as workers inspected the site.

Syrian-American Joe Jajati,
founder of the Syrian Mosaic
Foundation that is overseeing
the restoration, said the cemetery
contains hundreds of tombs.

The businessman, whose
grandfather was a Syrian rabbi,
said work had begun to clean
up the cemetery and shore up
some dilapidated graves, while
“restoration work on the outer walls
and the installation of lighting and
surveillance cameras” would be
completed next month.

“The cemetery wasn’t damaged
during the war,” he said, referring to
Syria’s civil war that began in 2011,
adding that “the last burial was
around a year and a half ago”.

Jajati, who lives in the United
States and has come to Damascus
repeatedly in recent months, said
visits to the cemetery had largely
halted for several decades.

But they restarted after Assad’s

People are seen in the Jewish cemetery in Damascus yesterday.

December 2024 ouster, with members
of the Syrian Jewish community
abroad returning to inspect their
properties, visit synagogues and
family graves, he added.

Syria’s long-standing Jewish
community was able to practise
their religion under former president
Hafez al-Assad, Bashar’s father, but
was prevented from leaving the
country until 1992.

After that, their numbers
plunged from around 5,000 at the
time to just a handful now.

When the civil war erupted,

synagogues shuttered and the
number of Jews visiting plummeted.
Since Assad’s ouster, the

country’s Jewish community has
been welcoming back Syrian Jews
who had emigrated.

The country’s new Islamist
authorities have sought to reassure
minorities that they will be protected,
and have pledged to protect the
Jewish community’s property.

Last December, authorities
granted a licence to a Jewish-Syrian
organisation that plans to work to
return properties confiscated under
previous governments.

In February last year, Jews living
in Damascus along with others
from abroad held a group prayer
for the first time in more than three
decades in the Faranj synagogue in
Damascus’s Old City. —AFP

RN
- AFP

US Supreme Court rejects
Trump bid to curb birthright
citizenship

Chris Lefkow

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
Supreme Court yesterday rejected
President Donald Trump’s bid to
restrict birthright citizenship in a
blow to one of his signature anti-
immigration initiatives.

The court, in an eagerly awaited
decision on the final day of its
current term, ruled 6-3 to maintain
the right to American citizenship for
nearly everyone born on US soil.

Trump signed an executive
order last year on the first day of
his second term in the White House
decreeing that children born to
parents in the United States illegally
or on temporary visas would not
automatically become US citizens.

Lower courts blocked the move
by the Republican president, ruling
that under the Citizenship Clause
of the 14% Amendment nearly
everyone born on US soil is an
American citizen.

The Supreme Court agreed in a
majority opinion penned by Chief
Justice John Roberts and joined by
two other conservative justices and
the three liberals on the top court.

“Children born in the United
States to parents unlawfully or
temporarily present are ‘subject
to the jurisdiction’ of the United
States and are citizens at birth
under the Fourteenth Amendment’s
Citizenship Clause,” Roberts wrote.

— AFP




WEDNESDAY July 1,2026 Your trusted source for real news The Macau Post Daily

WORLD

Refugees to pay towards UK US Supreme Court upholds state bans

accommodation costs

LONDON - Asylum seekers
given refuge in the UK will have to
pay £10,000 (US$13,000) towards
their accommodation if they earn
enough after being allowed to stay,
the British government said yesterday.

It was among tough new rules
introduced to parliament yesterday
in a bid to clamp down on the
numbers of irregular immigrants,
which will start being put into
place towards the end of the year.

“Britain has always offered
sanctuary to those fleeing war and
persecution,” Home Secretary Shabana
Mahmood said in a statement.

“But this system only survives
if the public trusts that it is fair,
controlled, and not open to abuse.”

The Home Department did not
say how much people would need
to earn before being required to
make the monthly payments.

Immigration is a hot-button
political issue and has helped to
fuel the rise of the anti-immigrant
Reform UK party, with polls
suggesting it could win the next
general election, not due until 2029.

The Home Department maintains
“new safe and legal refugee routes”,
alongside reforms to human rights and
modern slavery laws will “prevent
abuse of the asylum system”.

The government said it

had spent some £4 billion on
accommodation and support for
asylum seekers in 2025, with
the Home Office estimating the
average cost per person per night

Britain’s Home Secretary Shabana
Mahmood arrives at 10 Downing Street
in central London last Tuesday to

attend a cabinet meeting. -AFP

Nathalie Olof-Ors

ZURICH - Global personal
wealth surged in 2025, with a record
number of new millionaires, Swiss
bank UBS said yesterday.

Last year saw nearly one million
people worldwide become US
dollar millionaires — the equivalent
of 2,600 people a day, according to
the bank’s estimates.

The United States accounted
for almost half of new millionaires
in 2025, adding more than 440,000
individuals, followed by China,
Japan, Germany, Britain and
France, which each count more than
two million millionaires in total.

Switzerland’s biggest bank, which
is among the world’s largest wealth

ranged between £23.25 to £144.
The cost was “too high,” said
Mahmood.

‘Extra tax’

Madeleine Sumption, director
of the Migration Observatory at the
University of Oxford, said it was
unlikely many refugees would earn
enough to be able to refund any costs.

“A relatively small share of
people granted asylum would earn
enough to make contributions to
the scheme,” she told the Press
Association (PA) newswire.

The impact “on public finances
is likely to be relatively small,
because it is a means-tested
payment for a very low-income
population”.

Imran Hussain, director of
external affairs at the Refugee
Council, said it would amount
“to an extra tax on refugees” and
would be “unfair, impractical and
make it much harder for families
to rebuild their lives and stand on
their own feet”.

The government says it has
already made £1 billion in savings
by transferring asylum seekers out
of hotels into other accommodation
such as former military barracks.

“But it is also right that we ask
those who can contribute to do
s0,” Mahmood said.

“Receiving asylum support is a
right, but it is also a responsibility.
Once people can contribute and
repay the generosity of the British
people, we expect them to do so.”

A new community sponsorship
scheme will also be introduced
allowing communities to sponsor
refugees to resettle in their area.

And trusted universities will be
able to directly sponsor refugees
through a study route.

Applications will open later
this year for organisations to
sponsor refugees, with the first
arrivals due in late 2027.

Home Department figures last
month showed a 12 percent drop
in the number of people who
claimed asylum in the UK in the
year to March.

Some 94,000 people applied
for asylum over that period, the
figures showed. —AFP, MPD

managers, produces the annual UBS
Global Wealth Report, which assesses
personal wealth trends.

It covers all financial and non-
financial assets, primarily property,
minus debts, with asset values
converted into US dollars.

“The real story is one of continued
expansion: more people moving up
the wealth ladder,” the report said.

“The gains... point to a world that
kept building wealth, deepening its
affluent population and extending a
long-running upward trend.”

UBS said that in 2025, global
personal wealth rose by 10.8 percent
in US dollar terms, significantly
outpacing growth seen in 2024 (4.6
percent) and 2023 (4.2 percent).

on transgender athletes in school

Frankie Taggart

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
Supreme Court yesterday upheld
state laws barring transgender
athletes from competing in girls’ and
women’s school sports, delivering
a major victory to conservatives in
one of the country’s most fiercely
contested culture-war battles.

The decision allows Idaho, West
Virginia and more than two dozen
other Republican-led states to
enforce measures requiring students
to compete in public school and
college teams according to their sex
assigned at birth rather than their
gender identity.

The ruling is the latest sign of
the conservative-dominated court’s
willingness to side with states on the
issue, following last year’s decision
upholding Tennessee’s ban on
gender-affirming care for minors.

President  Donald  Trump
applauded the decision as a “big
win,” posting on his Truth Social
platform that the court had taken
“that ridiculous situation off the
table.”

The cases before the court were
brought by transgender students
who argued that the bans violated
the US Constitution’s equal
protection guarantee and Title IX,
the federal civil rights law barring
sex discrimination in education.

Fair competition?

Supporters of the laws say
they are needed to preserve fair
competition and protect athletic
opportunities for girls and women.

Opponents say they single out a
tiny number of vulnerable students
for exclusion and discrimination,
turning  children’s  participation
in school sports into a national
political battleground.

Writing for the majority, Justice
Brett Kavanaugh rejected arguments
that restrictions on biological males
in sports for women and girls
unconstitutionally discriminate on
the basis of sex or gender identity.

“May  schools determine
eligibility for women’s and girls’
sports based on biological sex? The
answer is yes,” Kavanaugh wrote.

“Consistent with Title IX and

Young women demonstrate outside the US Supreme Court as the court upheld state
laws barring transgender athletes from competing in girls’ and women’s school

sports, in Washington, DC, yesterday.

the Equal Protection Clause, we
hold that the States may maintain
women’s and girls’ sports for
biological females. They may
determine eligibility for women’s
and girls’ sports based on biological
sex,” he added.

The court was largely divided 6-3,
although three justices who opposed
the decision concurred in part.

The Idaho case arose from the
state’s 2020 Fairness in Women’s
Sports Act, which was challenged
by a transgender athlete at an Idaho
university. Lower courts found the
law unconstitutional.

Idaho Solicitor General Alan
Hurst told the justices during
arguments in January that “sex
is what matters in sports,” citing
differences in size, strength, muscle
mass and lung capacity.

The West Virginia case involved
a teenage transgender girl who was
barred under a 2021 state law from
running on her middle school girls’
track team.

Her lawyers argued that
transgender girls who receive
testosterone-suppressing treatment
do not retain an unfair athletic
advantage and that the laws are
broad bans driven more by politics
than evidence.

‘Zero-sum game’

But several conservative justices
had voiced skepticism during
arguments.

- AFP
In his opinion, Kavanaugh
sympathised  with  transgender

students who wanted to play sports,
but described many sports as a “zero-
sum game,” in which one athlete’s
inclusion can mean another loses a
roster spot, playing time or a medal.

The ruling lands amid an
escalating  national push by
conservatives to regulate transgender
participation in school life, health
care and public accommodations.

Trump issued an executive order
last year allowing federal agencies to
deny funding to schools that permit
transgender athletes to compete on
girls’ or women'’s teams.

The issue has been politically
charged since Lia Thomas, a
transgender  swimmer at the
University of Pennsylvania who had
previously competed on the men’s
team, became a flashpoint after racing
in women’s collegiate meets in 2022.

Seventy percent of voters in a
new Quinnipiac University poll
think transgender women and girls
should not be allowed to play on
women’s and girls’ school sports
teams.

Terry Schilling, of the conservative
American Principles Project, called
the decision a “landmark victory for
fairness and sanity.”

But liberal Justice Sonia
Sotomayor penned a blistering
dissent, saying “the court’s decision
rests on assumptions rather than
facts.” —AFP

Wealth growth was strongest
in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa, at 17.5 percent — helped by a
weaker US dollar — followed by the
Americas at 8.5 percent. Asia-Pacific
recorded growth of 5.9 percent.

Over half of global personal
wealth remains concentrated in
the United States and the Chinese
mainland combined.

Since 2020, South Korea has led
growth in real average wealth per adult
across the 56 analysed markets, with
gains above 50 percent. There have
been increases above 25 percent in
Croatia, Norway, Latvia, and Bulgaria.

1.5 pct are millionaires
In terms of real average wealth

Record number of ‘new millionaires’in 2025: UBS

per adult, Switzerland leads the
way on US$910,382, followed by
the United States (US$696,277),
Luxembourg (US$654,732), Hong
Kong (US$648,267) and Australia
(US$616,300).

The report said 42 percent of the
world population has assets worth
less than US$10,000; and 41 percent
have assets worth US$10,000 to
US$100,000.

At the top end, 15.3 percent
have net assets worth U$100,000
to US$1,000,000, and in the top
bracket, 1.5 percent have more than
a million US dollars.

The report noted that being a
millionaire did not mean having
a million US dollars in the bank,

with  owner-occupied  property
representing the single biggest asset
for most people up to millionaire
level. So rising property values were
propelling people into millionaire
status.

As for billionaires, in 47 markets
covered, UBS counted 3,302 in
April — an increase of 383, or 13.1
percent on the last report.

More than 1,000 live in the
United States, with 562 in the
Chinese mainland, and 211 in India.

“We count 18 individuals with
wealth situated between US$50 and
USS$100 billion and a further 19
with assets above US$100 billion,
15 of which are based in the United
States,” said UBS. —AFP
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Peruvian political heir Fujimori
wins presidency

Eugenia Logiuratto

LIMA — Peru’s conservative
president-elect Keiko Fujimori has
vowed to restore “order and hope”
as final results showed she narrowly
won the election in the latest victory
for a resurgent Latin American
right.

She inherits the task of running
a country hit by powerful organised
crime gangs and chronic political
instability, as it burned through
eight presidents in the past decade.

Her victory also means the name
Fujimori is back in the presidential
palace more than two decades
after the fall of her late iron-fisted
father, Alberto. His record and
legacy, which include jail time for
human rights crimes, still divide the
country.

Keiko Fujimori, 51, won the
June 7 presidential runoff by the
slimmest of margins, outpolling
leftist Roberto Sanchez by fewer
than 50,000 votes out of the more
than 18 million ballots cast, the final
results showed.

“Each time we draw closer to
starting on the path of order and
hope for all Peruvians,” she wrote
on X after being proclaimed the
winner, securing the top office on
her fourth attempt.

The election was fought on
rising crime and chronic political
instability best exemplified by the
revolving door presidency.

With extortion gangs and
contract killings on the rise,
Fujimori vowed a strong hand, like
that of her autocratic father.

“She will govern well because
she has good proposals. She has
good ideas for doing something
for Peru,” said Jenny Martinez, a
40-year-old vendor in Lima.

Peru was in “urgent need” of
“very short-term results,” said
Ricardo Valdes, director of the

IJIMOR

Peru’s presidential candidate for the
rightwing “Fuerza Popular” party,

Keiko Fujimori, speaks at her campaign
headquarters in Lima last Wednesday.
Fujimori won Peru’s presidential

run-off with a wafer-thin majority of
50.13 percent of the vote, the country’s
election commission announced on
Monday. - AFP

Observatory on Crime and Violence.

“This is going to prove very
complex because these measures
take time,” he told AFP.

Alberto Fujimori, who ruled
from 1990 to 2000, won praise
for crushing Maoist rebels and
taming hyperinflation but was
later disgraced, exiled and jailed
for corruption and crimes against
humanity committed in the name
of fighting what he considered
terrorism.

At one point, Sanchez took the
lead in the vote count but Fujimori
soon surpassed him.

Sanchez has warned he will not
recognise a government headed by
his rival, alleging administrative
irregularities in the handling of the
overseas portion of the vote.

Bolivia’s centre-right leader
Rodrigo Paz congratulated Fujimori
“for the trust granted by the Peruvian

people at the ballot boxes and for
this new chapter that opens for the
sister country,” he wrote on X.

Dark memories

Fujimori will take office on July
28 for a five-year term.

She is the latest in a string of
Latin American leaders to ride a
wave of right-wing sentiment and
anger over rising crime to their
country’s top office — the others

including  Colombia,  Bolivia,
Ecuador, and Chile.
Fujimori  acknowledged on

Monday her country is deeply
divided.

“We have the responsibility of
listening to both sides. The doors
for dialogue are open,” she said,
alluding to Sanchez and others on
the left.

Long seen as confrontational,
Fujimori worked hard on the
campaign trail to soften her image.

Poised and polished, with a
penchant for trouser suits and a
practised smile, she grew up around
heads of state.

She became first lady at 19
after her mother publicly broke
with Alberto Fujimori, and trained
in the United States as a business
administrator.

For decades, the Fujimori brand
has been a help and a hindrance,
giving her instant recognition, a
loyal voter base and deep political
networks — but also plenty of critics.

Millions of Peruvians harbour
dark memories of her father’s rule
and refuse to vote for anyone named
Fujimori, blocking her path to the
presidency three times.

Critics also blame her and her
party for much of Peru’s political
instability, citing her Fuerza
Popular (“Popular Force”) party’s
heavy influence and deal-making in
Congress. —AFP

WHO sounds alarm on disease outbreaks
in quake-hit Venezuela

GENEVA — The World Health
Organisation (WHO)  voiced
concerns yesterday about potential
disease outbreaks in Venezuela with
local health services overwhelmed
following deadly earthquakes.

“The health services are under
extreme pressure now, with facilities
operating beyond the capacity,”
spokesman Christian Lindmeier
told a press conference in Geneva,
noting the surge in trauma cases.

By the latest official count, some
1,700 are dead and 5,000 are injured,
with no governmental word on the
number of missing. Other estimates
place these in the tens of thousands.

The WHO also said there were
problems with adequately registering
casualties and tracking missing persons
following the 7.5- and 7.2-magnitude
earthquakes last Wednesday.

“There’s an increased risk now
of outbreaks of vaccine-preventable
diseases” such as measles and
diphtheria, said Lindmeier, due to

low pre-earthquake vaccination
coverage, as well as yellow fever,
and other vector- and water-borne
diseases, including malaria, dengue,
chikungunya, and Zika.

He said Venezuela’s interim
president Delcy Rodriguez had
reported that 38 hospitals had been
affected by the twin earthquakes.

As of Saturday, the WHO
has gathered data from 21 health
facilities across Caracas, La Guaira,
Miranda, and Falcon.

Of those, three are in critical
condition; six have structural damage
or are only partially functional, while
the others remain operational but under
“significant strain”, said Lindmeier.

“Preliminary  findings reveal
chaotic service delivery and patient
flow, marked by overcrowding;
growing surgical backlogs especially
under mainly trauma, orthopaedics,
and neurosurgery; breakdown in
biosafety measures; and severely
stressed staff,” he said.

“Ciritical gaps include the collapse
of forensic and morgue services, and
inadequate casualty registration and
tracking of missing persons.”

The UNHCR, the UN refugee
agency, warned that community
tensions were rising in quake-hit
areas due to constrained aid access.

The agency said it needs an
estimated US$14.85 million to scale
up protection, and provide core relief
items and temporary shelter support
for 30,000 earthquake-affected
people over the next six months.

And Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) said it was planning
assistance for thousands of people
left homeless.

“As the acute search-and-rescue
phase comes to an end, both the
number of people killed and the
needs of survivors continue to rise.”

It said psychological support
services were being scaled up, as the
needs in this field were “extremely
high”. —AFP
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Over 1 million migrants apply
for Spain’s mass regularisation

Robin Bjalon

MADRID - More than one
million undocumented migrants in
Spain have sought legal status under
a scheme that has defied a European
crackdown on irregular immigration,
the government said yesterday, the
final day for submissions.

The vast scheme was predicted
to benefit around 500,000 people,
most from Latin America,
when the left-wing government
launched it in April.

“The more than one million
applications  submitted... show
how necessary this recognition of
rights and responsibilities was,”
Socialist Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez told an event in Madrid.

Sanchez has become a
standard bearer of more open
immigration policies as his
European neighbours — including
some Socialist peers — toughen
measures in response to pressure
from ascendant far-right parties.

He has long argued that
immigrants are needed to sustain
the economy, the welfare state and
pensions as Spain’s population
ages and people leave rural regions.

“When we condemn a person
to invisibility, I think we make our
country a worse country. We all
lose,” Sanchez said.

“We want the world to view
Spain as a country that respects,
protects and upholds human rights.”

The number of applications
submitted does not necessarily
indicate how many migrants will
secure their legal status.

Applicants must prove they
have a clean criminal record and
spent at least five consecutive
months in Spain before January 1.

The authorities have three months
to process their paperwork and decide
whether to issue a work and residence
permit only valid in Spain.

‘Huge opportunity’

Juana Hernandez, a 59-year-
old Cuban who has lived in Spain
for two and a half years and whose
application was recently approved,
told AFP the process “is a huge
opportunity”.

Although she was “a little
worried” at the start, the English-
language degree holder now aims
to work at Madrid airport.

Aland of emigrants for centuries,
Spain, alongside Greece and Italy, is

a key entry point into the European
Union for tens of thousands of
undocumented migrants fleeing
violence, poverty and persecution.

Many come via a long and
perilous Atlantic route from West
Africa to the Canary Islands,
although numbers dropped last
year after peaking in 2024.

Although fears arose of a
saturation of the services handling
the scheme, Mohamed, a Moroccan
who lives in the northern region of
Cantabria, felt the administrative
journey was “relatively easy”.

The 23-year-old jobseeker, who
declined to give his surname, has
been in Spain irregularly for about
four years and hopes “to be able to
work legally, to pay contributions”.

Gaining legal status will also
spare him from unscrupulous
employers who “take advantage”
of irregular migrants “by paying
low salaries, without any rights
or... don’t pay at all,” he told AFP.

Economic boost

Sanchez, who has presided
over one of the world’s fastest-
growing developed economies in
the last few years, has touted the
benefits of immigration for sectors
such as construction that need to
boost their workforce.

Spanish business leaders have
welcomed the regularisation, but
the conservative and far-right
opposition are furious about a
policy they say will encourage
more irregular immigration.

While accepting “tensions” and
“challenges” linked to immigration
and integration, Sanchez yesterday
accused the right of “fuelling
fear [and] stirring up xenophobic
discourse that does not solve any
problem”.

He announced 505 million
euros (US$575 million) of
investment to facilitate integration
and orderly migration, including
programmes for professional
training and language learning.

Some regions governed by the
right have filed appeals seeking
precautionary ~ measures  that

would suspend the process.

The Supreme Court yesterday
said the parties had five days to set
out their arguments about certain
aspects of the decree that may
justify seeking an opinion from
the EU courts.

—AFP

Brazil’s centre-left President Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva (right) and Paraguay’s centre-
right President Santiago Pena embrace during the 68" Mercosur/Mercosul Heads of
State summit at the CONMEBOL headquarters, in Luque, Paraguay, yesterday. — AFP




WEDNESDAY July 1, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

The Macau Post Daily

SPORT

No business as usual after shock World Cup exit, say German FA

o BERLIN — The German
im FA (DFB) yesterday stopped
short of backing coach Julian
Nagelsmann after Germany’s shock
World Cup elimination, saying there
would be no business as usual after
the “crushing” last-32 defeat.
Germany were eliminated on
penalties by minnows Paraguay on
Monday, continuing a decade of poor
performances at major tournaments.
Four-time World Cup winners
Germany suffered early eliminations
at the past three World Cups and
have failed to make it past the
quarter-finals at the last two Euros.
Monday’s defeat was Germany’s
first knockout match at a World Cup

A

since they beat Argentina in the
final in 2014.

DFB president Bernd Neuendorf
announced that an investigation into
Germany’s World Cup failings would
be conducted, with Nagelsmann’s
future as well as other structural changes
to sport presumably on the table.

Yesterday, Germany reportedly
cancelled a  planned  press
conference and instead issued a
statement which apologised to fans
for the “bitter defeat”.

Neuendorf confirmed he already
met with Nagelsmann and sporting
director Rudi Voeller to discuss the
elimination.

“We are in agreement that our

Match Times shown in Macau time.
Wednesda

Mexico H-H09:00 mi= Ecuador
Round of 32 - Mexico City Stadium (Mexico City)

England =+ 00:00 2= Congo DR
Round of 32 - Atlanta Stadium (Atlanta)

Belgium § H 04:00 B-B Senegal
Round of 32 - Seattle Stadium (Seattle)

UsA = o08:00 k1

Round of 32 - San Francisco Bay Area Stadium

(San Francisco Bay Area)

Sportin brief

Marseille part ways with
coach Habib Beye

MARSEILLE, France — Marseille
announced yesterday that their coach
Habib Beye had left the club following
his failure to secure Champions
League football for the Ligue 1 outfit.

“Olympique  de  Marseille
announces the end of its
collaboration with Habib Beye. The
club thanks Habib Beye and wishes
him all the best for the future,” the
1993 European champions wrote in
a brief statement on their website.

Beye, a former player and
captain of the club, joined Marseille
in mid-February following the
departure of Roberto De Zerbi.

Tasked with qualifying for the
Champions League, Beye could
only lead Marseille to a fifth-placed
finish in Ligue 1 and qualification
for the second-tier Europa League.

The former Newcastle United
defender won six matches, drew
two and lost five during his tenure
at the Stade Velodrome.

The announcement of Beye’s
replacement is expected in the coming
days. According to several sources
within the club, it is likely to be Bruno
Genesio, who recently left Lille.

The managerial debate at
Marseille had been put on ice earlier
in June after the club were hit with
sanctions by UEFA for failing to
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meet the European football governing
body’s break-even targets. ~ — AFP

Former Barca teen star
Fati seals permanent
Monaco switch

BARCELONA -  Monaco
confirmed the signing of Ansu Fati
from Spanish champions Barcelona
yesterday after a successful loan
spell at the club.

Spain international Fati, 23, signed
on until 2030 with the Ligue 1 side for
a fee estimated to be 11 million euros
(US$12.5 million), with Barcelona
retaining a “percentage of any future
sale” according to the La Liga side.

“AS Monaco is pleased to
announce the activation of the
purchase option for Ansu Fati,”
Monaco said in a statement.

A series of severe injuries
dogged Fati’s early promise at
Camp Nou, where he made his
debut as a 16-year-old and inherited
Lionel Messi’s number 10 shirt and
playing more than 100 matches.

Fati came through the club’s La
Masia academy, and first moved to
Brighton on loan in 2023 before a
switch to Monaco where he clicked
into form last season.

The forward netted 12 goals in
30 appearances for Monaco across
all competitions and was the club’s
second-top goalscorer. —AFP

performance at the World Cup fell
short of our standards,” Neuendorf
said in the statement.

“In the coming days, we will
calmly and collectively discuss why
the team was unable to realise its
potential and failed to meet both its
own expectations and those of the
German football community.

“After such a crushing blow, we
cannot and will not simply return to
business as usual as we look toward
the tasks ahead.”

Appointed in 2023 after his
predecessor Hansi Flick became the
first Germany coach in history to be
sacked, Nagelsmann has a contract
until 2028 but has come under fire

since the defeat.

Lothar Matthaeus, a 1990 World
Cup winner with West Germany,
said the DFB should not continue
with Nagelsmann and criticised the
coach for a lack of imagination.

Mats Hummels, who won the
World Cup in 2014, said there must
be “consequences for the people in
charge” as a result of the early exit,
adding Germany’s disappointing
results “were not a coincidence”.

After the match, Voeller called
Nagelsmann “a top coach” and “a
fighter”, but would only give the
38-year-old a qualified endorsement.

“I’m still convinced he’s probably
the right man to continue,” he said.

“But I’'m not the DFB on my own. It’s
not my decision alone.”

Former Liverpool and Borussia
Dortmund coach Jurgen Klopp, who
is often mentioned as a potential
successor to Nagelsmann, said
Monday it was not the right moment
to discuss him taking over the job.

“I haven’t thought about it yet.
I’ve often been in that situation myself
as a coach, where a big dream has
been shattered,” Klopp said during
his work as a pundit on German TV.

“I understand that when people
talk about the national coach, my
name is mentioned. But it’s not
the right moment to talk about it,
especially not with me.” —AFP

Morocco ‘unstoppable’says coach after Netherlands thriller

MONTERREY, Mexico -
Morocco coach Mohamed Ouabhi
believes his team is primed to
make a deep run at the World
Cup, declaring that the Atlas Lions
could be “unstoppable” if they
play to their potential.

The Moroccans, beaten semi-
finalists at the 2022 World Cup,
advanced to the last 16 on Monday
after winning a thrilling battle with the
Netherlands on penalties in Monterrey.

It was another stylish display by
the African champions, who domi-
nated for long periods in a match
that finished 1-1 after extra-time.

Ouabhi said Moroccan football is
now reaping the benefits of the 2022
team’s groundbreaking exploits in
becoming the first African team to
reach the World Cup semi-finals.

“The World Cup in Qatar
changed the mentality of the
Morocco team, and I'm well placed
to speak about this,” said Ouabhi,
who last year coached Morocco to a
momentous victory at the Under-20
World Cup in Chile.

“Moroccan players in Morocco
believe in themselves, the support-
ers, the fans believe in us as well. It’s
so important. They’re demanding,
but it’s because they know just how
far we can go,” he said.

Morocco face co-hosts Canada
in the last 16, with a potential
quarter-final meeting with France

PARIS — Paris

_SERIEA

Saint-

Germain’s Portugal forward
— Goncalo Ramos has agreed
a five-year deal with Italian side AC

Milan, the clubs confirmed yesterday.
The 25-year-old has signed a
contract until June 30, 2031, which a
source said is worth 74 million euros
(US$84 million), rising to 90 million
euros with bonuses in a club record.

“AC Milan welcomes Goncalo
Ramos and wishes him every success
with the Rossoneri,” the Italian club
who finished fifth in Serie A last
season, said in a statement.

Ramos is at the World Cup
with Portugal and will play under
his fellow countryman in Ruben
Amorim at Milan.

Milan’s previous record signing
was Ramos’ compatriot Rafael Leao,
who joined Milan from Lille for 49.5
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Morocco’s players prepare for the penalty shootout during the 2026 World
Cup Round of 32 match against the Netherlands at the Monterrey Stadium in

Guadalupe, Mexico on Monday.

looming on the horizon.

Ouabhi said there would be no
question of complacency against
Canada.

“We know that it’s game after
game, and people think that it’s kept
to be easy for us, it’s going to be a
walk in the park for Morocco, which
is not the case. Canada is a team that
is going to be difficult for us.”

But Ouabhi said Morocco could
go even further than the 2022 team
if they fired on all cylinders.

“What we need to be telling
ourselves is no one can stop us,” he
said. “We’re unstoppable if we play
the football that we know how to play.

“But nobody is unbeatable.
And I tell my guys that as well.
If we get things wrong, we’ll go
home, and we need to ensure that

million euros in 2019, according to
expert website Transfermarkt.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s 117-mil-
lion-euro move from Real Madrid
to Juventus in 2018 is the overall
record, for any position, in Serie A.

Ramos spent three years at
French champions PSG, winning the
Champions League twice, after his
65-million-euro arrival from Benfica.

“Today, one of the most
defining chapters of my career is
coming to an end,” Ramos said on
Instagram.

“Wearing the PSG shirt has
been a privilege and an honour I
will carry with me forever.

“I’m leaving, but I’'m leaving a
part of my heart in this club.

“PSG will always be a home
for me, and I will always be proud
to have helped write a chapter of

- AFP

we have all the tools that we’re
using, the tools in our arsenal to
go as far as we can, and that’s the
mentality that we want all of our
players in Morocco to have.”
Netherlands coach Ronald
Koeman meanwhile said
Morocco’s emergence reflected
the quality of African football.
“It’s very clear watching this
World Cup that African teams
have greatly improved in tactical
sense, and also in the way they
play their matches,” Koeman said.
“Morocco is the country that,
in terms of talents, really generates
good players, young players that
continue to join the major clubs in
Europe. It’s not without a reason
why they have a higher ranking
than the Netherlands.” —AFP

PSG’s Portugal forward Ramos signs 5-year AC Milan deal

its history,” he added.

However, he has struggled
to hold down a regular first team
place, playing second fiddle first to
Kylian Mbappe and then Ousmane
Dembele as PSG’s centre-forward.

Ramos did not start a single
Champions League match for PSG
this season.

He scored 45 goals for PSG in
his three seasons, in 131 matches,
many of which as a substitute.

Ramos won three Ligue 1 titles,
having also won the Portuguese league
with Benfica, and two French Cups.

“Paris  Saint-Germain thanks
Goncalo Ramos for his professional-
ism, commitment, and contribution
to the club’s many successes, and
wishes him the best for the remain-
der of his career,” the French club
said in a statement. —AFP
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First on Centre Court, reigning
champion Swiatek recovered from a
second-set blip to battle past Taylor
Townsend 6-1, 2-6, 6-3.

Last year, she bounced back after
losing her French Open crown by
romping to a maiden Wimbledon title
but she was far from her best 12 months
on against Townsend, who was being
cheered on courtside by Japanese star
Naomi Osaka.

The Pole made 16 unforced errors in
a poor second set, but managed to take
a tense decider to set up a second-round
meeting with former world number one
Karolina Pliskova tomorrow.

“I don’t think I won any three-set
match this year, so happy to do it here
as it means a lot to be opening the court
here as defending champion,” said third
seed Swiatek after avoiding slipping to
only a second first-round Grand Slam
defeat of her career.

Amanda Anisimova began her bid
to go one better than last year, when
she lost the final 6-0, 6-0 to Swiatek,
cruising to a straight-sets win yesterday
against Lina Gjorcheska, the first North
Macedonian to ever qualify for a Grand
Slam.

After 10 British players were
knocked out on Monday, Katie Swan
gave the host nation their first win of the
tournament by beating Irina-Camelia
Begu, although Katie Boulter was
knocked out by Grand Slam debutant
Tyra Caterina Grant of Italy.

The 18-year-old Grant, who
previously competed for the US before
switching allegiances, said she “looked
up to” Serena Williams as a young child.

“I mean, since I started playing, it
was Serena, Serena, Serena,” said Grant,
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Swiatek survives scare

Germany'’s Alexander Zverev returns the ball against Belgium’s Alexander Blockx during their
men’s singles first round match at the 2026 Wimbledon Championships at The All England

Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, yesterday.

who was born when Serena was already
an eight-time Grand Slam champion.
“I’'m glad she’s here. I'm glad also
today I could play so well.”
Former finalist Jasmine Paolini
fought back from losing the first set 6-0
to defeat Robin Montgomery.

Zverev hoping to banish
grass demons

Alexander Zverev played at a major
for the first time since finally ending his
long wait for a maiden Grand Slam title
at the French Open.

The German has always found life

- AFP

difficult at Wimbledon, though, and
has never got past the last 16 in nine
previous appearances.

Last year, Zverev was beaten in
the first round by Frenchman Arthur
Rinderknech and he faced another
tough test against Belgian rising star
Alexander Blockx who he beat 6-4, 68-
7', 77-65, 77-6°.

American sixth seed Taylor Fritz,
who reached the semi-finals last year,
eased past Dusan Lajovic in straight
sets, while fifth seed Alex de Minaur
also wasted little time in beating Roman
Andres Burruchaga. —AFP

Can Seixas end one of France’s sporting droughts?

Barnaby Chesterman

PARIS - Teenage prodigy Paul
Seixas’s participation at the Tour de
France has raised home hopes of a first
French victory in 41 years.

Not since cycling great Bernard
Hinault’s record-equalling fifth triumph in
1985 has a Frenchman crossed the finishing
line on the Champs Elysees knowing he
had won the fabled yellow jersey.

France’s Grande Boucle drought is
one of a number of painful losing runs
the country is seeking to end.

When the next edition of French
cycling’s greatest one-day classic, Paris-
Roubaix, takes place in April 2027, it
will have been 30 years since Frederic
Guesdon tasted glory in the outdoor
Roubaix velodrome.

Longer still than their Tour
frustration is France’s wait for a men’s
winner of the French Open tennis
tournament at Roland Garros.

Yannick Noah was the last home
winner on the Parisian clay in 1983 -
and even then he ended a 37-year wait
for French fans to celebrate one of their
own men lifting the trophy.

It has been a similar story for French
women at Roland Garros, with Mary
Pierce’s victory in 2000 the only home
success in the Open era, dating back to
Francoise Durr’s 1967 success.

Where cycling and tennis suffer now,
once football was France’s perennial
source of pain.

The country which was instrumental
in creating world football’s governing
body FIFA, its European equivalent
UEFA, and then the sport’s most
important tournaments - the World
Cup, European Championship and
Champions League - suffered decades
of misery before finally winning those.

It was 68 years and 16 tournaments -
which are held every four years - before
France won the World Cup.

They only had to wait 24 years and
six tournaments to win the European
Championship, although it is now 26
years since they last won that.

And although club Reims reached
two of the first four European Cup
(later renamed the Champions League)
finals, it was 37 years before one of the
country’s clubs would win it.

That was Marseille’s match-fixing
tainted 1993 success and it was another
32 years before Paris Saint-Germain
would win it in May 2025 without the
suspicion of cheating.

60 years of hurt

France is not the only country that
has been starved of home success for
such long periods.

Britain has had its fair share of tennis
misery.

When Scot Andy Murray won the
Wimbledon singles title in 2013, it
ended a 76-year wait for a men’s victor
since Fred Perry had triumphed in 1936.

There has not been a British women’s
champion since Virginia Wade in 1977.

England’s gloom in football is
equally renown.

Their last World Cup victory was
six decades years ago, while the country
that gave football to the world has never
won the European Championships in its
66-year, 17-tournament history, losing
the last two finals.

Rugby is a sport with a history of
long losing stretches.

France have yet to win the World Cup
in its 39-year and 10-tournament history.

Scotland have not won the Six
Nations since Italy’s inclusion in 2000
expanded what had been a five-team
tournament.

Ireland’s 40-29 victory over New
Zealand in Chicago in 2016 in their 29
Test match ended a 111-year wait for a
first success against the All Blacks.

Scotland are still waiting to beat New
Zealand after 121 years and 33 Tests.

In March, Italy finally beat England
for the first time at the 33% attempt in
35 years.

In one of rugby union’s most enduring
rivalries, Australia have not lifted the
Bledisloe Cup in 25 years amid New
Zealand’s unprecedented dominance.

Australia have had more success
in rugby league, winning nine of the
last 10 World Cup tournaments, while
England (or Great Britain) have not won
since 1972. —AFP

Sport in brief nnmmnnn

Gardner stars as Australia thrash the West
Indies in Women’s T20 World Cup semi
LONDON — Ashleigh Gardner starred with both
¥ bat and ball as Australia booked their place in the
w3EEr. Women’s T20 World Cup final with an eight-wicket
thrashing of the West Indies at the Oval yesterday.
Set just 126 to win, six-time champions Australia
reached their target with exactly seven overs to spare.
Gardner, an off-spinner struck twice in an over on her
way to figures of 2-13 in the West Indies’ meagre 125-7.
And Gardner, the player of the match, then made 35 not
out in the chase, with opener Beth Mooney unbeaten on 61.
Australia, yet to lose a match at this tournament, will face
the winners of tomorrow’s second semi-final, between Eng-
land and South Africa, in Sunday’s final at Lord’s. —AFP

Muzarabani, Ngarava star as Zimbabwe
trounce Bangladesh

Cricket

HARARE - Blessing Muzarabani took four wickets
and captain Richard Ngarava three for Zimbabwe as they
bowled Bangladesh out for 185 yesterday to win a one-off
Test in Harare.

The tourists had fared even in worse in their first in-
nings, making a meagre 140.

An Innocent Kaia century steered Zimbabwe to 410 in
reply.

Zimbabwe won the match by an innings and 85 runs
to achieve a second victory in their last three Tests against
the south Asians.

Player of the match Kaia said: “This victory is a reward
for hard work, with a strong emphasis on fitness.

“It was a tough wicket to play on. Credit to the Bangla-
desh bowlers as I think they did well. But it was my game.”

Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain Shanto said: “In
the first innings, we did not bat properly. That cost us the
match. Our bowling was also not good enough.

“We came to Zimbabwe having played some good
cricket in a recent series win over Pakistan. But we did not
adapt to different conditions here.”

Bangladesh, 40-1 overnight and 230 runs behind,
were no match for the Zimbabwe bowlers on the third day
with only Mushfiqur Rahim (34) and Shanto (30) offering
sustained resistance.

Opener Mahmudul Hasan Joy (22) was the first
Bangladeshi to fall yesterday, caught at gully by Brian
Bennett off a Muzarabani delivery.

The dismissal of Mominul Haque soon after left the
visitors on 48-3 before Rahim and Shanto added 61 runs in
the only fruitful Bangladesh partnership.

Result: Zimbabwe won by innings and 85 runs. — AFP

Former champ Rybakina battles into
Wimbledon second round

LONDON — World number two Elena Rybaki-
na had to dig deep to reach the Wimbledon second
round with a 6-4, 1-6, 6-3 win against France’s
Lois Boisson yesterday.

Rybakina, who won Wimbledon in 2022, is looking to
clinch her second Grand Slam crown this year after her
triumph at the Australian Open in January.

The 27-year-old is also in contention to take top spot
in the WTA rankings from Aryna Sabalenka depending on
their results at the All England Club over the next fortnight.

Rybakina will face Caty McNally or Elena-Gabriela
Ruse in the second round. —AFP

4™ seed Shelton knocked out of
Wimbledon in first round

LONDON - American fourth seed Ben
Shelton was dumped out in the first round of
Wimbledon by Finland’s Otto Virtanen, missing
a match point before losing in a fifth-set tie-break.

The 23-year-old Shelton, an All England Club quarter-
finalist last year, suffered his first opening-round defeat at
a Grand Slam since the 2023 French Open.

World number 140 Virtanen will face British wildcard
Arthur Fery in the second round after a 6-4, 3-6, 6-7 (8/10),
6-2, 7-6 (11/9) victory that lasted four hours and 21 minutes.

“I had a great month before this one, played a lot of
grass matches,” said Virtanen.

“I missed last year, had a few injuries... It feels so good
to be back here.” —AFP
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JIAXING - In a half-covered
amphitheatre in eastern China,
20-year-old Wang Shuangshuang
locked his shoulder against the neck
of a bull, grappling with its horns to
force it to its knees.

Chinese  bull-wrestling, or
“guanniu”, dates back over 600
years but remains a little-known
sport domestically, let alone
internationally.

Students like Wang sporadically
sign up for competitions, but a lack
of funding and exposure means few
adopt it as a full-time career, leaving
it facing an existential struggle.

“Our heritage right now is neither
dead nor alive,” 72-year-old master
Han Haihua told AFP in Jiaxing, a
city just south of Shanghai.

“To bring in talent, you need
money... I’'m not bragging — give
me 30 or 50 kids, train them here for
three years, and I’ll make the whole
world know about guanniu.”

Guanniu was brought to Jiaxing
by Hui Muslim migrants, and
evolved from a herding skill into a
folk competition.

Unlike Spanish bullfighting,
Chinese wrestlers use no weapons
and do not kill the animal at the end
of the bout.

Instead, they seize the bull’s
horns and try to bring it to the
ground, and win extra points if they
can jump onto its back or crawl
underneath its belly.

According to Han, in the early
2000s guanniu got a boost from Xi
Jinping, then the provincial party
secretary, who pushed for traditions
like bull wrestling to be officially
listed as “intangible cultural heritage”.

These days, an  annual
competition run by Han’s martial
arts school is held at the “China
Bullfighting Hall” amphitheatre, its
nameplate inscribed by martial arts
novelist Jin Yong.

Nine university students
entered the preliminaries this year,
wrestling bulls weighing hundreds
of kilogrammes and sporting hard,
stubby horns.

This photo taken last month shows trainer Li Bo, 30, grasping a bull and bring it to

the ground during a training session before the 15" China Bullfighting championship
at an arena in Jiaxing, Zhejiang Province. Chinese bull-wrestling, or “guanniu”,
dates back over 600 years but remains a little-known sport domestically, let alone

internationally.
S

“You have to go with its flow,
shift your shoulders constantly to
follow its resistance, lock its neck,
and then throw it down,” Wang said.

“Strength and technique, neither
can be missing.”

‘Hot-blooded’

Fellow competitor Xu Zhiqian,
also 20, said he enjoyed testing his
strength against nature.

“I think this sport is very youth-
ful, very hot-blooded,” he said.

Both Wang and Xu brought
their bulls to the ground in the
competition final, watched by a few

This photo taken last month shows a bull wrestler trying to grasp a bull during the
15" China Bullfighting championship at an arena in Jiaxing.

- AFP

- AFP

hundred people.

But Xu said he planned to work
in his field of study, and while Wang
said he was “considering” pursuing
guanniu, he was far from certain.

Thirty-year-old Li Bo is a rare
example of someone who made a
career of it.

He joined Han’s martial arts
school as a teenager, drawn by his
love of kung fu films.

Han now considers him China’s
finest guanniu practitioner, but Li
is troubled by the lack of others
following in his footsteps.

“Nobody wants to do this full-

(Czech porn studio staff to stand trial on
human trafficking charges

PRAGUE - Nine defendants
will stand trial in the Czech
Republic  on  charges  of
forcing young women to act in
pornography films after luring
them with modelling offers,
prosecutors said yesterday.

The nine suspects are all
associated with the Czech Casting
pornography label and face up
to 12 years in prison on human
trafficking charges, Prague city
prosecutor’s office spokesman
Ales Cimbala told AFP.

“The accused include people
organising the Czech Casting
project, as well as people ensuring
finances, casting  production
and agreements”, but also
photographers, camera operators
and actors, he said.

The Czech organised crime

squad NCOZ said earlier the
group had published job offers for
female models over 18 years of
age in 2016-2019.

“However, detectives conclud-
ed that these offers were no more
than a veil for the production and
subsequent distribution of porno-
graphic films,” the NCOZ said.

It added the women “were
exposed to problems at work and
on the personal level” following
the experience.

“Many manifested psychologi-
cal and health problems and had to
seek medical aid including longer
treatment,” the NCOZ said, add-
ing that hundreds of women were
affected.

Cimbala said the indictment
file had 629 pages and concerned
18 abused women who were

exposed to gradual pressure from
the organisers.

“At casting, the organisers
created the impression of a rush or
played down the importance of the
agreements signed” to make the
women consent, he added.

Prague has been a popular
destination ~ for  pornography
studios since the 1989 Velvet
Revolution toppled communism
in former Czechoslovakia, easing
censorship and paving the way
for a market economy to replace
Soviet-era planned economy.

The Czech Republic, an
EU member of 10.9 million
inhabitants, is home to the XNXX
and XVideos porn platforms,
run by the Prague-based WGCZ
Holding of French national
Stéphane Michael Pacaud. —AFP
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This photo taken last month shows a bull wrestler falling to the ground during a
training session before the 15t China Bullfighting championship at an arena in

Jiaxing.

- AFP

This photo taken last month shows spectators watching a bull wrestler competing

during the 15" China Bullfighting championship in Jiaxing

time. That makes our inheritance
extremely difficult,” Li said.

To keep afloat, the school stages
performances at tourist sites and
runs a halal steamed-bun shop.

Li has also reached out to media
outlets, sold souvenirs, organised
regular tournaments and adapted
guanniu’s history for stage shows in
an effort to boost its profile.

‘Committed’

Master Han remembers
sport’s heyday.

He still recalls the exact date in
1982 when he performed guanniu
at a national ethnic-minority sports
meet, and a senior government
official called it “a true Chinese-
style bullfight™.

In the decades that followed,
the sport appeared in films and on
television, but that prominence has
faded.

While Spanish bullfighting has
long been a target of animal rights

the

- AFP

has emerged around guanniu in
China.

After it was inscribed as
intangible cultural heritage, the
government provided free venues,
allocated annual subsidies to
support regular competitions, and
attracted sponsorship.

Yet Han stressed such support
is still far from enough to foster a
professional sport.

“Our cattle breeding and training
spaces are all temporary facilities
inside the martial arts school,” Li
said.

When AFP visited the venue
last month, the bulls were being
kept in the bathrooms of a nearby
residential building for the duration
of the competition.

Despite the odds, Han remained
defiant.

“I am committed to keeping this
tradition alive,” he told AFP.

“I will raise money or borrow
money myself to keep it running.”

activists, no such public controversy —AFP
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Paraguay'’s players celebrate after winning the penalty shootout during the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 match against
Germany at the Boston Stadium in Foxborough on Monday. - AFP

Casemiro (first left) of Brazil celebrates a goal with Neymar of Brazil
during the Round of 32 match against Japan at the 2026 FIFA World Cup
at Houston Stadium in Houston on Monday. - Xinhua

Netherlands’ defender Jan Paul Van Hecke (right) and Morocco’s A Germany fan reacts after his team lost the penalty

midfielder Ismael Saibari clash during the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 shootout during the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 A fan of Japan reacts after the Round of 32 match against
match between the Netherlands and Morocco at the Monterrey Stadium match against Paraguay at the Boston Stadium in Brazil at the 2026 FIFA World Cup at Houston Stadium in

in Guadalupe, Mexico on Monday. - AFP Foxborough on Monday. -AFP  Houston, on Monday. - Xinhua

Netherlands’ forward Gakpo (centre front) is consoled by Morocco’s defender Noussair
Morocco forward Soufiane Rahimi (centre) celebrates with fans after winning in the shootout Mazraoui after losing the penalty shootout of the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 match
during the 2026 World Cup Round of 32 match against the Netherlands at the Monterrey Stadium in between the Netherlands and Morocco at the Monterrey Stadium in Guadalupe, Mexico
Guadalupe, Mexico on Monday. - AFP on Monday. —AFP




