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Govt consults public

on amending urban master plan
Plan projects population of 783,000, land area of 36.96 km? in 2040

Tony Wong

The local government yesterday launched
a public consultation on draft amendments
to Macau’s urban master plan, proposing to
revise the designated land use on the areas
earmarked for the government’s three future
large-scale projects.

The official urban master plan covers the
period between 2020 and 2040.

It will be the first time that the government
is amending the urban master plan since it
came into force in February 2022.

In line with the government’s latest
forecast for the future population, the draft
amendments propose to adjust the estimate
of Macau’s population to 783,000 in 2040, a
change from the 808,000 in 2040 estimated in
the urban master plan’s current version.

According to the latest demographic
statistics, Macau’s population stood at
688,100 at the end of the first quarter of this
year.

The draft amendments released yesterday
also propose that the total land area covered by
the urban master plan’s amended version will
amount to 36.96 square kilometres in 2040,
a change from the 36.8 square kilometres in
2040 listed in its current version.

The Macau Special Administrative
Region’s (MSAR) total land area currently
amounts to 33.4 square kilometres, which
does not include the three areas that the
Central People’s Government has authorised
the MSAR to exercise jurisdiction over,
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Flanked by officials of various public entities, Secretary for Transport and Public Works Raymond Tam Vai Man (centre) addresses yesterday’s briefing session at

the Environmental Protection Bureau’s (DSPA) auditorium on the ground floor of the headquarters of power utility CEM.

comprising the University of Macau’s
(UM) current campus situated in an area of
Zhuhai’s Hengqin island, the Macau-side
zone of the Hengqin joint checkpoint, and the
V-shaped area southeast of Zhuhai’s Gongbei
checkpoint used for part of the ongoing Light
Rapid Transit (LRT) East Line project.

The MSAR is leasing the three areas from
Zhuhai City.

In addition to the MSAR’s total land area
per se, however, the total land area regulated

by the urban master plan’s current version
also covers the UM’s current campus and the
Henggqin joint checkpoint’s Macau-side zone.
After including these two areas, the total land
area currently covered by the urban master
plan amounts to 34.85 square kilometres.
According to the draft amendments
released yesterday, the total land area to be
covered by the urban master plan’s amended
version will rise to 36.96 square kilometres in
2040 thanks to the completion of the ongoing

- Photo: GCS

Zone D land reclamation area off Taipa
northern coast, the completion of the local
airport’s ongoing reclamation and expansion
project, and other future new land reclamations
along Macau’s coastal areas, as well as newly
including the V-shaped area southeast of
Zhuhai’s Gongbei checkpoint, the jurisdiction
over which was transferred from Zhuhai to
Macau in 2024 after the urban master plan’s
current version was promulgated in 2022.
Continued on p.5
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6 killed in German ‘family tragedy’

shooting: police

A gunman killed six people yesterday in a German youth
welfare centre for mothers and their children in what police
said was a likely “family tragedy”, before the male suspect
— Story on p. 10

and a female companion were arrested.

schism in Church
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the Church.

Catholic traditionalists risk

The Society of Saint Pius X, a traditionalist Catholic
community, plans to ordain its own bishops tomorrow
without Vatican approval, raising the risk of schism within
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— Story on p. 11 earthquake.

Looting, theft in Venezuela’s
earthquake zone add to tragedy

Not even the cables inside the small store remained intact.
The earth had barely stopped shaking when the looting and
theft began in the area most devastated by Venezuela’s double

—Storyonp. 12
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The Lusofonia Games as a Strategic Investment for Macau

A reflection on sport as a long-term strategy to promote people-to-people
exchanges, economic development and international cooperation

Commentary by Manuel Silvério

Independent sports analyst and consultant in regional
development

(Former public sector executive with international
experience and a longstanding commitment to public
policy and sports development)

Macau is currently experiencing a decisive period of
profound transformation and strategic repositioning. Against
the backdrop of the rapid development of the Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin and the
continued implementation of the strategy for appropriate
economic diversification, this world-renowned city is actively
seeking new pathways for the future.

Given that June is the month when Portugal Day, Camdes
Day and Portuguese Communities Day are celebrated, it is
important to revisit Macau’s multicultural identity not merely
as a historical legacy, but as a strategic asset of singular value.
This dimension should also find expression in the Third Five-
Year Development Plan of the Macao Special Administrative
Region (2026-2030), leveraging Macau’s unique advantages
while actively aligning with national development strategies
and promoting high-quality development across various sectors.

Almost 20 years after the inaugural Lusofonia Games were
held in October 2006, I believe that Macau is once again in a
position to play a key role: hosting the Lusofonia Games on a
regular basis, on a two- or three-year cycle, transforming this
event into a renewed platform serving Macau’s development.

This is not merely a proposal within the field of sport.
Rather, it represents an integrated vision of how sporting
exchanges among Portuguese-speaking countries and regions
can contribute to Macau’s economic development, talent
cultivation and enhanced international cooperation.

Strategic alignment for a new phase of
development

The Lusofonia Games were created in 2004 by the
Association of Portuguese-Speaking Olympic Committees
(ACOLOP) as a multi-sport event held every three years,
involving countries and regions where Portuguese is an
official or reference language.

Macau hosted the first edition in 2006, bringing together
730 athletes from 11 countries and regions during nine days
of competition. Subsequent editions took place in Lisbon and
Goa, before the event was suspended for various reasons.

Today, the proposal to revive these Games in Macau
is strongly aligned with the development priorities of both
the country and the Macao Special Administrative Region
(MSAR).

President Xi Jinping has emphasised that Macau should
fully capitalise on its advantages as a meeting point between
Eastern and Western cultures, promoting international people-
to-people exchanges and dialogue among civilisations. In this
context, hosting major sporting events represents a concrete
response to this vision and constitutes one of the most effective
forms of soft diplomacy.

If the economy brings markets closer together, sport and
culture bring people closer together.

At the same time, the alignment between the National
15" Five-Year Plan and the MSAR’s Third Five-Year Plan
reinforces the importance of Macau deepening its external
engagement and consolidating its role as a Sino-Lusophone
platform. The Lusofonia Games can become a tangible
expression of this unique vocation.

Five strategic directions for Macau

I believe that this proposal can be built upon five
complementary pillars:

1). Economic development

2). Innovation and Macau-Henggqin cooperation

3). Talent development and education

4). Social cohesion and Macau’s identity

5). Lusophone platform and international cooperation

Sport as a strategic industry

Future editions of the Lusofonia Games do not need to
replicate in full the model adopted in 2006.

A more focused format, prioritising sports with greater
public appeal and media impact — such as football, basketball,
futsal and selected indoor sports — would optimise resources,

reduce operational costs and improve economic efficiency.

This model could also generate new opportunities for the
sports economy, namely through:

sports tourism;

MICE activities (meetings, incentives, conferences, and
exhibitions);

trade fairs and exhibitions related to the sports industry;

business meetings and B2B platforms;

attracting international brands and sponsors.

The recent visit of Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai to Europe,
in conjunction with various exchange initiatives, business
meetings and exhibitions, demonstrates that major events can
create new opportunities for international cooperation and
benefit a range of local economic sectors.

Sport would therefore cease to be viewed solely as
public expenditure and could progressively establish itself
as an active component of the “1+4” strategy for appropriate
economic diversification.

From a financial perspective, a diversified model could
be adopted, combining public investment, the participation
of the six integrated tourism and leisure concessionaires
through their social responsibility commitments and support
for economic diversification, sponsorship from Lusophone
countries, and revenues generated through broadcasting rights
and sports tourism.

Macau-Hengqin — and innovation applied to
sport

The integration between Macau and Hengqin can open new
perspectives for the development of the Lusofonia Games.

Modern major sporting events increasingly depend on
technologies related to data analytics, telecommunications,
biomedical engineering and innovation applied to high
performance.

The regular staging of the Games could attract companies
and start-ups linked to SportsTech, using the Macau-
Hengqin ecosystem as a platform for research, testing and the
implementation of innovative solutions.

Henggqin could also play complementary roles by hosting
training centres, practice facilities, academic programmes and
economic activities related to the sports industry.

Several leading Chinese technology and innovation
companies have already established operations in Hengqin.
More projects are needed to demonstrate, in a visible way, the
achievements and opportunities available within this territory.

Through this model of cooperation, it would be possible
to deepen Macau-Hengqin integration and encourage an
increasing number of enterprises to invest and develop within
the region.

Developing talent for the future

The Lusofonia Games could also become an important
platform for developing specialised human resources.

In conjunction with major projects linked to the future
Macao—Hengqin International Education (University) Town,
local higher education institutions could strengthen cooperation
with universities from Lusophone countries by developing
exchange programmes, internships and joint training initiatives
in sports management, international event organisation, sports
marketing, sports medicine and sports sciences.

At the same time, volunteering associated with
major sporting events contributes to the development of
organisational skills, intercultural communication and
language competencies among young people.

As occurred in 2006, when more than 10,000 professionals
and volunteers from different sectors worked together to
present the best image of Macau, sport can reinforce civic
participation and a sense of collective mission, helping to
nurture a new generation of residents with a stronger sense of
social responsibility, belonging and an international outlook.

Inthe current context marked by the increasing digitalisation
of society, face-to-face participation and teamwork promoted
through sport also constitute important factors for the physical
and mental well-being of young people.

Sport, social cohesion and multicultural identity
One of Macau’s greatest strengths lies in its unique cultural
diversity.
During the 2006 Lusofonia Games, ethnic Chinese, Maca-
nese, Portuguese and residents of other ethnic backgrounds

actively participated in organising and welcoming delegations,
demonstrating the inclusive and cohesive nature of local society.

In an increasingly complex international environment,
marked by tensions and cultural misunderstandings, sport
offers a universal language capable of overcoming linguistic
and institutional barriers.

The regular organisation of the Games could strengthen
social cohesion, reinforce the sense of belonging and increase
residents’ pride in Macau’s multicultural identity.

More than simply a sporting event, the Games can serve
as a platform for mutual trust, intercultural understanding and
deeper human connections.

The spirit of the Lusofonia Games reflects Macau’s
traditional values: harmony, inclusiveness and coexistence
among different cultures.

The hosting of the APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting
by Macau last month also constitutes a clear demonstration
of the Central People’s Government’s confidence in the
organisational capacity of the MSAR and its role as an
international platform.

The Lusophone platform as a strategic
advantage

While Forum Macao promotes economic and trade coop-
eration among governments and institutions, the Lusofonia
Games have the potential to bring people closer together.

Through the regular organisation of these Games, Macau
could strengthen its role as a platform for people-to-people
exchanges between China and Portuguese-speaking countries,
promoting cooperation in sport, education, culture, tourism
and business.

These exchanges would contribute not only to deepening
traditional relationships with Lusophone countries but also to
creating new opportunities for young people, businesses and
specialised institutions.

The Lusophone world should not be regarded merely as
a historical legacy, but rather as a strategic asset for Macau’s
contemporary development.

Sport, as a universal and unifying language, can strengthen
Macau’s international profile and enhance its regional and
global visibility.

The Games could also provide athletes, coaches, sports
administrators and official representatives from different
countries and regions with the opportunity to experience
Macau directly and understand the principle of “One Country,
Two Systems”, using Hengqin as a starting point for gaining
a better understanding of the reality of the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) founded upon peace, cooperation, openness,
inclusiveness and security.

Consolidating Macau as a Sino-Lusophone
bridge

If Macau succeeds in organising the Lusofonia Games
on a regular basis in a sustainable manner adapted to its
specific characteristics, it will be building its own model of
development, in which sport, the Lusophone platform and
international cooperation become effective instruments for
economic growth, talent development and social stability.

This is not merely about organising an international
sporting event.

It is about putting into practice Macau’s advantages as a
city supported by the Motherland and connected to the world.

Thanks to its unique history, cultural diversity and role
as a Sino-Lusophone platform, Macau possesses exceptional
conditions to serve as a bridge between different civilisations
and to promote common development.

The Lusophone market has tangible relevance.

The spirit of sport transcends borders.

And Macau continues to possess the unique ability to bring
cultures together, connect people and create opportunities.

What is required now is the courage to assume
responsibility, to dare to innovate and to take this decisive step
towards Macau’s future.

N.B. Lusofonia (Lusophony in English) refers to the global
community of Portuguese-speaking people, nations, and
cultures. The term encompasses both the shared linguistic
identity and the cultural, political, and economic ties between
these areas. The name comes from Lusitania, the ancient
Roman province that covered most of modern-day Portugal.
— Gemini, MPD
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Lusophone
handicraft exhibition
opens at IAM Gallery
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Secretary-General of Forum Macao’s Permanent Secretariat Ji
Xianzheng addresses yesterday’s “Policromia Lus6fona” opening
ceremony at the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) Gallery on the
city’s main thoroughfare, Avenida de Almeida Ribeiro.

- Photo: Khalel Vallo
Khalel Vallo

The six-day Policromia Luséfona (Lusophone
Polychromy*) handicraft exhibition was inaugurated
yesterday by the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation
between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries (PSCs),
aka Forum Macao, at the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
Gallery, opposite the city’s main square, Largo do Senado,
showcasing traditional crafts from Portuguese-speaking
countries and regions as part of the 18" China and Portuguese-
speaking Countries Cultural Week.

Running through July 5, the exhibition features handicrafts
donated over the past two decades to Forum Macao, according
to an information board at the entrance of the exhibition.

The collection consists of works from Angola, Brazil,
Cabo Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Mozambique,
Portugal, Sdo Tomé and Principe, and Timor-Leste, highlighting
the cultural diversity shared through the Portuguese language.

Organised into four themed sections — textiles, musical
instruments, sculptures and everyday objects — the
exhibition presents handcrafted works that reflect each
country’s history, traditions, and local environment.

Exhibitiongoers can view woven textiles made
from natural fibres, ceremonial musical instruments,
sculptures depicting cultural beliefs, and household items
incorporating distinctive regional designs.

According to the message, while the Portuguese
language connects communities across Europe, South
America, Africa and Asia, handicrafts preserve the different
cultural memories and identities of each society.

The message also noted that, despite increasing
digitalisation, traditional craftsmanship continues to
demonstrate the relationship between people, culture, and
the natural environment.

With free admission, the exhibition is open daily (closed
on Mondays) from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the ground-floor
gallery until Sunday night, inviting residents and visitors to
explore the artistic traditions and shared cultural heritage of
the PSCs through handcrafted works. m

Stay tuned for an upcoming Page 4 photo feature about
the exhibition.

* Polychromy refers to the art, practice, or effect of
decorating surfaces —such as sculptures, architectural elements,
and pottery — with a variety of vibrant colours. - Gemini
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Na Tcha Procession to start tomorrow

Armindo Neves

The Na Tcha Temple Association’s
annual float parade and procession, held
in honour of the tutelary deity’s birthday,
will commence at 2 p.m. tomorrow.

Na Tcha, known in Putonghua
as Nezha (WFFE) and also referred
to as Prince Nezha (WBFEKTF), is a
guardian deity in Taoism, Buddhism,
and Chinese folk religion. A prominent
figure in Chinese mythology, Na Tcha
is a divine hero whose origins are
rooted in ancient folklore and religious
traditions. According to mythological
narrative, Na Tcha was born during the
Shang Dynasty (Fi&H, c. 1600-1046
BCE). His famous story is closely tied
to the Investiture of the Gods (I
# X), a Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)
novel set during that era.

According to previous reports
by the Post, the parade will feature
between 30 and 40 troupes — a stronger
line-up than in previous years. In
addition to local troupes, visiting
groups from China’s Taiwan region,
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore
will also take part.

Furthermore, a communal “poon
choi” banquet (a traditional Cantonese
festival meal served in large bowls)
will be held in front of Na Tcha Temple
near the St Paul’s Ruins tomorrow and

Photo taken Iast Tuesday shows a Palanquin placed beside the headquarters of Na Tcha
Temple Association, on the day of the parade, the Na Tcha statue will be carried in for a

procession.

Thursday evening, with around 30 tables
set up each night. Na Tcha’s formal
birthday celebration will take place at
10:30 p.m. tomorrow. On Thursday, the
official day of the deity’s birthday, the
parade will tour various districts across
the city’s peninsula and Taipa to offer
blessings to the community.

Na Tcha’s fame has spread globally
thanks to two highly successful fantasy
animated films, Ne Zha (2019) -

- Photo: Armindo Neves

Released as “Ne Zha: I Am the Destiny”
in some regions, this film became a
massive cultural phenomenon, grossing
over US$740 million worldwide and
setting the record at the time for the
highest-grossing Chinese animated
film. Ne Zha 2 (2025) — this direct sequel
shattered global box office records
upon its release, grossing over US$2.2
billion to become the highest-grossing
animated film of all time worldwide. m

3,500 citizens lose over 12,000 pounds
in SSM weight-loss challenge

Armindo Neves

The  Health  Bureau (SSM)
announced in a statement yesterday
that its weight-loss challenge attracted
3,500 participants, who collectively lost
over 12,000 metric pounds.*

The average weight loss per person
was 1.55 kg.

According to the statement, the
programme originally set a quota of
350 participants in total across both
the individual and group categories.
However, it ultimately attracted over
3,500 registrants, marking a tenfold
increase on the original figure.

Following a 90-day weight-loss
period and rigorous pre- and post-
programme measurements, 80 per cent
of participants who completed the final
assessment successfully met the target
of losing 3.0 percent or more of their
body weight, the statement said.

It added that all participants
will receive an SMS notification
today regarding prize collection
arrangements. Those who have lost 3.0

percent or more of their body weight,
as well as groups in which all members
have met the target, will be awarded
corresponding prizes.

According to a report by the Post
last November, participants who reduce
their body weight by 3.0 per cent or
more by the end of the challenge will
receive a sports watch. For teams, if all
members meet the weight-loss target,
each will receive a sports watch, and
the team will collectively be awarded
an additional 500 patacas in sports
equipment vouchers.

Prémios:Reducao de peso de 3% ou mais

Participants who did not meet
the target will also receive a sports
water bottle and a free nutrition clinic
consultation, with continued follow-up
support from a professional dietitian
to help them manage their weight
scientifically over time.

For more details visit the prize
collection arrangements page on the
challenge’s dedicated website: https:/
www.ssm.gov.mo/portall/weightloss/. B

*The metric pound equals 500 grams,
or half a kilo. Therefore, 1.0 kilo consists
of exactly 2.0 metric pounds. — Gemini

This handout image photo provided by the Health Bureau (SSM) yesterday shows the prizes

in its weight-loss challenge.

IC launches summer promotion for online bookshop

Khalel Vallo

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) said in a statement
yesterday that it will launch a month-long summer promotion
for its Online Bookshop starting tomorrow through July 31,
offering readers a 20 percent discount on all publications and
complimentary themed bookmarks while stocks last.
According to the statement, during the promotion,
customers will receive a 20 percent discount on more than 380
books and periodicals available through the Online Bookshop.
Each transaction will also include a complimentary set of “The
Firecracker Industry in Taipa” bookmarks, subject to availability.
The bureau has also added several new titles to its
catalogue, including “Mong-Hd”, “Duet of Nature: Ming
and Qing Landscape Paintings from the National Museum
of China”, “Renowned in Business — Macao Merchants in

Historical Archives
Archives of Macao (trilingual edition)

", and “City Imprints II: Maps from the 2
”, the statement noted.
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The Online Bookshop offers publications in traditional and
simplified Chinese, Portuguese, and English, covering history,
literature, visual arts, performing arts, culture and academic
research, the statement said, adding that readers can place
orders online, pay electronically and choose either delivery
through the Macao Post and Telecommunications Bureau’s
(CTT) Express Mail Service (EMS) or collect their purchases
at IC public libraries.

The summer promotion runs until July 31, the statement
said, noting that more information is available on the IC Online
Bookshop website (https://www.icm.gov.mo/bookshop) or
through the bureau’s enquiry hotline 8399 6220 and email
publications@icm.gov.mo. B

SUMMER

LIMITED-TIME
OFFER

1/7-31/7/2026

This poster provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) yesterday
promotes its month-long summer promotion for its Online Bookshop
starting tomorrow through July 31. The translation of the poster was
arranged by the Post.
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Interviews by Rui Pastorin

The Macao 2026 Specialized World Stamp Exhibition ends tomorrow at The
Venetian Macao’s Cotai Expo, with a raft of highlights remaining on showcase for
philatelists and curious passers-by.

The free admission exhibition, which kicked off on Friday, marks Macau’s first
global-scale philatelic event.

Visitors walking in will be able take part in activities from purchasing stamps and
other items from around 50 sales booths, viewing original stamp designs by artists,
and even joining workshops and seminars. An event highlight also sees a showcase
of around 1,500 exhibition frames in various sections by participants from over 40
countries and regions.

Speaking with the Post yesterday, exhibitors and visitors alike praised the ongoing
event and the way it has been organised.

A good opportunity

Ding from the Chinese mainland has been engrossed in the philatelic hobby for
about 10 years, being passionate about collecting stamps. Visiting Macau, he is
showing his collection at the exhibition, telling the Post that he is hoping that the city
will have another chance to host it in the next decade.

The event, Ding said, could serve as a platform for the exchange of ideas for
people from all over the world, while others can also get to know the city. “Through
this large-scale exhibition, people from all over the world can get to know Macau”,
Ding said, also highlighting the local government’s support for the event. “I think
it is a good opportunity.”

Always aiming for perfection

Another enthusiast and exhibitor, Teguh from Indonesia, is proudly displaying
stamps at the exhibition, along with his sons.

Enjoying the six-day event, Teguh highlighted the city’s aim to always deliver
a perfect event. “As usual, Macau and China [in general], always make exhibitions
as perfect as they can”, noting that he had also visited the “Macao 2018 — 35%
Asian International Stamp Exhibition”, also at The Venetian Macao. “I’m really
enjoying it. But one bad thing: the air conditioner is too cold!”, he joked.

Teguh highlighted that overall, the event has been arranged very well,
congratulating the Macao Post and Telecommunications Bureau (CTT) on a job
well done.

The importance of stamps in the modern world

Visiting the event after hearing about it from their group of friends, Macau
locals Anyu and Yaya were five minutes into exploring the exhibition, and
upon first impression, they immediately started learning something about the
world of stamps and philately.

At the exhibition area, Anyu, referring to the stamps and postcards on
display, noted that they are “very historical”. He further pointed out: “Right
away we can learn something new. I mean, just looking at them briefly, we
learn something we didn’t know about before.”

Yaya, meanwhile, pointed out her surprise at how high the value of a
stamp can be, seeing one that priced as high as 800 yuan (950 patacas).
While admitting that they did not know much about stamps, both noted
their appreciation for them. However, given the exhibition’s special and
rare nature, Yaya said that she hoped it had been better promoted while also
finding its relatively short run time of six days “quite disappointing”.

“I think it could last a little bit longer because they [the stamps exhibited]
are very treasured”, Yaya said, emphasising the need for time to go through
all of them. In the long run, she pointed out, exhibitions like these can help
people learn more about history through stamps, which, she bewailed, are
becoming increasingly rare, as in many places the sending of letters is
disappearing and more and more post offices are closing for good.

Yaya also said that collecting stamps is a hobby that is “long-lasting”,
spanning across generations. “But right now, I think we already have a big
gap for this generation when it comes to collecting stamps. So I think this
kind of exhibition is very important for this generation”, Yaya said.

Anyu further remarked on the value of stamps through the importance
of having something tangible to hold onto, along with the appreciation of
the aesthetics behind their design. “Today, when we send voice messages
through our phones, we don’t have anything beautiful left behind” to
show our families or children.

“I can show you my WhatsApp messages. Here’s an emoji, that’s
very cute, but that’s all”, Anyu concluded.

Members of the public may visit the exhibition from 10 a.m. through
6 p.m. today, and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. tomorrow.

Photos: Rui Pastorin
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Police nab
mainland woman
for fake gold
jewellery fraud
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This undated handout photo provided by the Judi-
ciary Police (PJ) yesterday shows a smartphone,
two gold bracelets and a gold necklace seized by PJ
officers from the fraud suspect on Saturday.

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested a
woman from the Chinese mainland for fraud
on Saturday, PJ spokesman Lei Chi Hou said
during a regular press conference yesterday.

Lei identified the suspect as a 30-year-
old unemployed woman surnamed Wu. The
victim was described as a middle-aged non-
resident male.

Lei said that at around 2 a.m. on Thursday,
the victim met Wu while gambling at a casino in
Cotai. Wu told him that she had a gold bracelet
and a gold necklace to sell at a low price.

The pair then went to a pawnshop in Taipa
to have the items appraised. The pawnbroker
valued the gold bracelet at around HK$28,000
(28,880 patacas) but did not appraise the
necklace. Despite this, the pair agreed on a
purchase price of HK$65,000 for both items,
according to Lei.

The victim handed over HK$65,000 worth
of casino chips to Wu and received the jewellery
in return. After subsequently losing the rest of
his gambling funds, the victim took the two
pieces of jewellery to another pawnshop to
hock them. However, he was informed that
they were counterfeit and held no value.

Realising that he had been scammed,
he reported the incident to the police. A PJ
investigation revealed that Wu had initially
presented a genuine gold bracelet for appraisal
at the first pawnshop, but then swapped it for a
counterfeit item before handing it over to the
victim.

PJ officers intercepted Wu at the same
casino in the early hours of Saturday, seizing
a mobile phone and a gold bracelet suspected
to be the genuine item used as a prop during
the switch.

‘Wau has since been transferred to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP) to face a charge of
fraud. m
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Govt consults public on amending
urban master plan

Continued from p.1

The MSAR’s urban master plan for 2020
to 2040 is the city’s first-ever official urban
master plan, which took effect on February
15, 2022 after its promulgation in the Official
Gazette (BO) on the previous day.

Macau’s urban master plan s
promulgated by an administrative regulation
drawn up by the government because of
which it does not require the legislature’s
approval.

The public consultation launched
yesterday on proposed amendments to
Macau’s urban master plan is running for
60 days until August 27.

The draft was uploaded onto the website
of the Lands and Urban Construction Bureau
(DSSCU) yesterday. The bureau is the public
entity tasked with the city’s urban planning.

The government held a meeting
yesterday to brief lawmakers, members of
the government’s appointed Urban Planning
Council (CPU), and officials from various
public entities about the draft of its proposed
amendments to the urban master plan. The
meeting, which was held behind closed
doors, was open to the media at the start.

Delivering a speech at the beginning
of yesterday’s meeting, Secretary for
Transport and Public Works Raymond Tam
Vai Man noted that the urban master plan
needs to be amended in alignment with the
government’s planning of three future large-
scale projects aiming to inject new impetus
into Macau’s long-term development,
namely the Macau International Integrated
Tourism and Cultural Zone, the Macau
Science and Technology Research and
Development Industrial Park, and the
Macau International Aviation Hub for the
Pearl River West Bank.

Moreover, according to Tam, the
government is also proposing amendments
to the urban master plan in compliance with
various new regulations that concern urban
planning promulgated over the past few years.

Thedraftreleased yesterday notes thatthe
government’s planned Macau International
Integrated Tourism and Cultural Zone

e -__.*;-;\.:
& i ‘~:ﬂ

This photo taken last month from Small Taipa Hill shows the Zone C land reclamation area, which is
earmarked for the future Macau International Integrated Tourism and Cultural Zone. - Photo: Tony Wong

will include three major cultural facilities,
namely the Macau National Museum of
Culture, the Macau International Centre
for Performing Arts, and the International
Museum of Contemporary Art.

The draft notes that the government
proposes to construct the Macau National
Museum of Culture on the waterfront area
east of Macau Tower, while it proposes to
build the Macau International Centre for
Performing Arts on the west side of the Zone
C land reclamation area off Taipa’s Ocean
Gardens residential estate and to construct
the International Museum of Contemporary
Art on the east side of Zone C.

The draft also notes that the government
proposes to set up two industrial parks,
located separately from each other, for its
planned Macau Science and Technology
Research and Development Industrial Park
project, namely the plot at the bottom of
Big Taipa Hill on Avenida Wai Long, near
the airport, previously earmarked for a
sandwich-class housing project, and the
west side of the Zone E1 land reclamation
area off Taipa’s Pac On district.

In  compliance with the Macau
International  Integrated Tourism and
Cultural Zone project, the draft amendments
propose that Zone C will be earmarked for
public facilities, a change from residential
and commercial facilities designated by the
urban master plan’s current version.

The draft amendments propose that the
waterfront area east of Macau Tower will be
earmarked for public facilities, unchanged
from the current version.

In compliance with the Macau Science
and Technology Research and Development
Industrial Park project, the draftamendments
propose that the area designated by the urban
master plan’s current version as residential
areas in Zone E1 will instead be earmarked
for commercial facilities. Consequently,
the whole west side of Zone E1 will be
earmarked for commercial facilities.

The urban master plan’s current version
designates the west side of Zone El as
residential and commercial facilities.

The draft amendments propose that the
plot on Avenida Wai Long in Taipa will be
earmarked for industrial facilities, a change
from residential facilities designated in the
urban master plan’s current version.

The draft notes that the urban master
plan’s current version was drawn up
after considering the local airport’s then
expansion plan.

The airport’s ongoing reclamation and
expansion project got off the ground in late
2024.

However, in line with the final version
of the airport’s expansion project, the draft
amendments propose to correspondingly
adjust the area for the airport earmarked by
the urban master plan. B

Lisboeta Macau to

Rui Pastorin
Lisboeta Macau H853 Fun Factory’s
dog-friendly screening event is set to make
its return, this time for the newly-released
Pixar animated film “Toy Story 5.
Following the pet-friendly screenings of
“Superman” and “The Super Mario Galaxy
Movie”, the “Fluffy Love — H853 Dog-
Friendly Movie Screening of Toy Story
5” marks the third edition of the event,
inviting pet-lovers to take their dogs to
Emperor Cinemas for
the July 11 screening.
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host dog-friendly ‘Toy Story 5’ screening

According to a statement yesterday, the
event will take place at 3 p.m.

Other activities are also set to take
place on the event day, including a “Live
Custom Sketching” where artists will
sketch portraits of guests and their dogs
on commemorative movie tickets, and an
on-site pet market, the statement said. A
limited-edition Toy Story 5 squeaky toy for
dogs is also up for grabs, the statement said.

The statement noted that through the

“Fluffy Love HS853 Pet-Friendly Movie
Screening”, Lisboeta Macau HS853 Fun
Factory is committed to promoting the
concepts of “Pet-Friendly” and “‘Pet-Inclusive”
and introducing innovative leisure and
entertainment experiences for pet families”.

More event and ticketing details are
available at the Lisboeta Macau website.

As of Sunday, June 28, Toy Story 5 had
grossed around US$585 million worldwide,
as noted by multiple media outlets. B

This photo provided by Lishoeta Macau yesterday shows attendees of the previous dog-friendly event gathering at Lisboeta
Macau H853 Fun Factory.




NATION

The Macau Post Daily

Your trusted source for real news TUESDAY June 30, 2026

Hunan emerges as new magnet for
HK-based foreign businesses

Analysis by Xinhua writer Wang Xinyi

HONG KONG - For foreign diplomatic
and business circles based in Hong Kong,
central China’s Hunan Province was long
defined mainly by its natural scenery. Few
were familiar with the province’s industrial
strength and urban development.

That perception is rapidly changing.
Booming advanced manufacturing,
technological innovation and vibrant
local life have emerged as Hunan’s new
hallmarks. Leveraging Hong Kong’s global
platform, the inland province is expanding
its international presence across industries
and tourism.

A delegation of foreign consular
officials, multinational executives and
chamber of commerce leaders recently

completed a field visit to Hunan. Organized
by the Commissioner’s Office of China’s
Foreign Ministry in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR), the tour
covered three cities, namely Changsha,
Xiangtan and Zhuzhou, home to major
industrial  enterprises and  innovation
demonstration zones.

Members explored Hunan’s strengths in
advanced manufacturing, biomedicine and
green energy. Most first-time visitors said
the experience exceeded their expectations,
reshaping their views of China’s central
inland regions.

The delegation toured leading local
enterprises, including Zoomlion, CRRC
Zhuzhou Locomotive Co., Ltd. and Broad
Group. Officials and business leaders
praised the firms’ global competitiveness
and expressed interest in deeper trade and
investment cooperation.

David Whitwam, chairman of the New
Zealand Chamber of Commerce in Hong
Kong, said Zoomlion’s signature green
machinery is a common sight on Hong Kong’s
construction sites. He underscored Hunan’s
booming advanced manufacturing, green tech
and farming, eyeing closer industrial links
with New Zealand.

Darya Bohdan, acting consul general
of the Consulate General of the Republic
of Belarus in Hong Kong, highlighted
Zoomlion’s long-term presence at the Great
Stone Industrial Park, a flagship project of
Belarus-China economic cooperation. She
was also impressed by Broad Group’s highly
efficient modular construction technology, the
Holon Buildings, believing that such a system
can meet Belarus’ residential and commercial
construction needs.

During the visit, CRRC’s Autonomous-
rail Rapid Transit (ART) system caught the
attention of Alfred Cheng Man On, head of
corporate banking at the Hong Kong Branch
of Bank Negara Indonesia (Persero) Tbk.
He said the energy-efficient, flexible transit

solution fits Indonesia’s urban upgrade needs,
with strong potential for wider adoption.

Hong Kong’s professional service
ecosystem bolsters foreign firms’ expansion
into Hunan. Adrian Voss, head of property
for Hong Kong & Greater China at Allianz
Commercial, believed Hong Kong’s mature
legal and talent ecosystem can support Hunan
firms’ global expansion with risk management
and compliance services.

Thomas D. Fang, head of China Global
Markets at UBS, said Hunan’s rail transit,
energy equipment and medical devices have
reached international standards, noting that
upgraded transportation links between Hunan
and Hong Kong have unlocked growing
opening-up dividends for central China,
creating ample opportunities for foreign
investors to deepen their presence in the
region.

Hong Kong serves as the largest overseas
trading partner for Hunan Province, said
Cathy Li, assistant commissioner for the
development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area at the Constitutional
and Mainland Affairs Bureau of the HKSAR
government.

Leveraging the world-class Shenzhen-
Hong Kong-Guangzhou innovation cluster,
Hong Kong offers Hunan’s tech and
innovative enterprises a full spectrum of
services, including financing support, cross-

Performers stage a show at the opening ceremony of the Bond with Kuliang: 2026 China-US Youth Baseball Exhibition Games and Sports
Festival in Fuzhou, capital of Fujian Province, yesterday. The Bond with Kuliang: 2026 China-US Youth Baseball Exhibition Games and Sports
Festival, themed on “Pitch across Oceans, Catch the Future,” kicked off in Fuzhou yesterday. About 400 participants, including members of
eight youth baseball teams from China and the United States, members of the “Friends of Kuliang,” a group of descendants of the American
families who once lived in Fuzhou, students of Flying Tigers Friendship School and representatives from sister cities, attended the event. - AFP

HK implements cross-boundary facilitation

border trade facilitation and intellectual
property protection, she said.

Bernard Chan, under secretary for
commerce and economic development of the
HKSAR government, said Hong Kong acts as
a critical “super connector” and “super value-
adder” partner for Hunan. New dedicated
mainland outreach teams will further
empower Hunan’s industrial globalization via
cross-border collaboration.

Beyond industry, the delegates experienced
Hunan’s profound cultural heritage. Trips
to Shaoshan and the millennium-old Yuelu
Academy deepened their understanding of
Hunan’s pioneering cultural spirit, which
many said underpins the province’s industrial
vitality.

Direct high-speed rail and air links
have cut travel time between Hong Kong
and Hunan. The delegates have had their
perceptions of China’s inland cities renewed
by the province’s vibrant night economy and
open, welcoming social vibe.

Business leaders left energized by the
trip, eager to share Hunan’s business and
tourism advantages with chamber members
and global partners. Many delegates are
planning return visits, as the central Chinese
province is emerging as a growing hub for
trade, industrial cooperation and cultural ties
via Hong Kong.

— Xinhua

HK proposes
reforming sexual

crime laws

HONG KONG - Hong Kong officials have proposed
amending the city’s decades-old sexual offences legislation,
which originated from the British colonial era, according
to documents submitted to lawmakers yesterday.

Many laws in Hong Kong related to sexual offences
remain rooted in provisions similar to those enacted in
England in 1956.

Some of the current laws “lack clarity and certainty”
or are “gender-specific”, the government said, and include
measures that “are not fully commensurate with the gravity
of relevant acts”.

Under the government’s proposed rules, the special
administrative region is expected to further specify
the scope of rape convictions and establish a statutory
definition of “consent”.

The proposed amendments also include the introduction
of sexual offence statutes relating to children and victims
with mental disabilities.

The proposals are expected to “strengthen protection
for victims of sexual offences” and “to modernise the
laws... to keep pace with the times”, officials said.

Advocacy groups and victims of sexual offences

have been calling for Hong Kong to implement stricter
legislation for years.
Out of 807 cases reported to the police between 2019

measures to encourage yacht visits

HONG KONG - The Marine
Department of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative ~ Region = (HKSAR)
government yesterday announced the
implementation of  cross-boundary
facilitation measures for yachts.

A spokesperson for the department
said that the measures will streamline
vetting procedures and enhance port
formality efficiency to facilitate the
implementation of existing policies
for yachts visiting Hong Kong,
thereby attracting more yachts from
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao

Greater Bay Area (GBA) and around
the world to choose Hong Kong as their
destination and helping Hong Kong
develop into a yachting hub in Asia.

The three newly introduced
facilitation measures include enhancing
the electronic  business  system,
relaxing the requirements of berths
for visiting yachts, and facilitating
masters of visiting yachts from the
Chinese mainland to obtain required
qualifications.

The spokesperson said that the
Marine Department will closely monitor

the implementation of these measures,
step up publicity and education on safe
and orderly navigation and anchoring in
Hong Kong waters, and continuously
review and enhance the arrangements.
The HKSAR government will also
maintain close cooperation with the
relevant authorities on the mainland
as well as the tourism industry, with
an aim to foster a healthy, sustainable,
and competitive environment for
the development of the local yacht
economy, the spokesperson added.
— Xinhua

and 2023, only 51 resulted in a conviction after the initial
trial, according to the sexual violence crisis centre RainLily.

The Hong Kong-based Association Concerning Sexual
Violence Against Women, which operates RainLily, said
in a statement that it welcomed the proposal but added it
would like to see reforms also address the issue of mistaken
belief in consent.

The group stressed last year that many victims of
sexual violence have experienced additional trauma in
Hong Kong’s legal system without achieving justice, due
to deficiencies in related rules.

Officials said that a public consultation on the proposed
amendments will conclude in July, with the government
having previously said it aimed to complete the legislation
by June 2027. —AFP
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China to offer additional aid
to quake-hit Venezuela

BEIJING — China has decided
to offer additional aid to Venezuela
for  post-quake  relief and
reconstruction, a foreign ministry
spokesperson said yesterday.

The additional emergency
material assistance is worth 100
million yuan, following the cash
assistance that has already been
provided, spokesperson  Guo
Jiakun made the remarks at a daily
press briefing.

Noting China is closely
following the severity of the
earthquakes in Venezuela, Guo

said China also provided satellite
imagery to the quake zones for
disaster response operations.
Chinese = companies  and
associations of overseas Chinese
in Venezuela voluntarily provided
urgently needed machinery and
medical supplies and set up
rescue teams to actively search for
survivors, said Guo, adding China
stands ready to offer more support
as the disaster response progresses.
(More about Venezuela's deadly
twin quakes on p.12)
— Xinhua

Chinese porcelain stands
as timeless envoy
of cultural exchanges

Analysis

NANCHANG - In his final
masterpiece, The Feast of the Gods,
Italian painter Giovanni Bellini
placed three pieces of blue-and-
white porcelain at the center of the
composition as decorative highlights.

According to Chinese historian
Yan Chongnian, the vessel held
by a woman in the painting bears
a remarkable resemblance to blue-
and-white porcelain excavated from
the imperial kiln site in Jingdezhen,
in east China’s Jiangxi Province.
“While adorning mythical scenes
of feasting, these porcelain pieces
serve as a testament to historical
exchanges between civilizations,”
said Weng Yanjun, head of the
Jingdezhen Imperial Kiln Institute.

Bellini’s work is not an isolated
case. As still-life painting gained
popularity and porcelain imports
surged in Europe, blue-and-white
porcelain became a recurring
motif in Western oil paintings,
reflecting its profound influence
on European society.

Jingdezhen, known as China’s
porcelain capital, has a porcelain-
making history spanning more
than 1,700 years and its global
impact and reach into the art world
remains strong today.

Since the Song Dynasty
(960-1279), ceramics crafted in
Jingdezhen have been exported to
Central Asia, West Asia, Europe and
Africa. “Chinese porcelain carries
the memories of civilizations and
embodies mutual learning. It has
benefited from the global economy
while contributing to world
culture,” said Ge Chengyong, a

professor at the China Academy of

Cultural Heritage.
The cultural exchanges were
reciprocal: ~ while  porcelain

enriched Western oil painting,
Chinese ceramics also gained
artistic inspiration from the West.

Mythological themes became
a popular choice for exported
Chinese porcelain in the mid-18th
century, according to Li Shiqi,
assistant researcher of the Jiangxi
Provincial Academy of Culture
and Tourism.

Li added that the combination
serves as an aesthetic and creative
breakthrough, promoting mutual

understanding and deeper cultural
exchanges.

Today, artists are blending the
rich techniques of oil painting
with the distinctive pigments
of ceramic art. Wang Yantian,
a young ceramic artist based in
Jingdezhen, is one of them.

“The integration  enriches
artistic ~ expression,  promotes
cultural inheritance and exchanges,
and assists market and industry
development,” said Wang, noting
that realistic oil painting elements,
techniques and themes have been
widely integrated into contemporary
enamel porcelain paintings.

The integration also inspires
international artists. David Reid, a
71-year-old Australian artist who
has drawn for over four decades,
has been on a global artistic journey.
Driven by a passion for ceramics, he
arrived in Jingdezhen in 2018.

From abstraction to Eastern
aesthetics, the interplay of Eastern
and Western cultures comes alive
at his fingertips. “Here I painted ink
paintings, oil paintings and ceramics.
Jingdezhen constantly sparks my
inspiration to fuse Chinese elements
with Western modernism,” said Reid.

Camille Kami from France
recalls her astonishment after
arriving in Jingdezhen, wondering
how a city could specialize in a
single industry for a millennium.
“I appreciate the traditional
craftsmanship of Jingdezhen and
the skilled artisans in the city.”

With a background in ceramics
education spanning France, Britain,
Switzerland and the Netherlands,
she experienced an unexpected
reluctance to leave Jingdezhen and
ultimately chose to live in the city.

“For the kiln fire to burn bright,
one must add fuel; for friendship to
deepen, one must stay in touch,”
said Chen Kelong, Jingdezhen’s
Party chief. “We will empower the
ceramic industry with creativity and
innovation and build a platform for
international cultural exchanges.”

Chen noted that Jingdezhen
has established partnership ties
with over 180 cities in more than
70 countries. Artists and ceramists
from over 50 countries and regions
have flocked to the city to create
and work. — Xinhua
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China holds concert to celebrate
105 founding anniversary of CPC

A concert is held in celebration of the 105" anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China (CPC) at the Great Hall
of the People’s in Beijing yesterday. Party and state leaders Xi Jinping, Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang,

Li Xi, and Han Zheng joined about 3,000 people to watch the performance, titled “Putting the People First.”

BEIJING — A concert was held
in Beijing yesterday evening in
celebration of the 105" anniversary
of the founding of the Communist
Party of China (CPC).

Party and state leaders Xi Jinping,
Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning,
Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang, Li Xi, and
Han Zheng joined about 3,000
people to watch the performance,

titled ““Putting the People First.”
Held at the Great Hall of the People
in central Beijing, the concert featured
five segments, honoring revolutionary
martyrs, recalling military-civilian
solidarity during the years of the
revolutionary wars, and depicting

development during the years of

socialist revolution and construction.
Performers  also  showcased

- AFP

China’s transformations since reform
and opening-up, and highlighted the
country’s achievements in the new era.
As the performance drew to a
close, the audience rose to chorus the
song “Without the Communist Party,
There Would Be No New China.”
Representatives ~ of  foreign
experts working in China were also
invited to the event. — Xinhua

State Council pledges to build strong educational
system in 15" Five-Year Plan period

BEIJING — The State Council
has issued the outline plan for the
development of the education sector
during the 15" Five-Year Plan period
(2026-2030), stressing efforts to
build a strong, globally competitive
educational system to underpin the
country’s modernization drive.

According to the plan, which
was made public yesterday,
relevant arrangements will focus
on adjusting education services to
align with shifts in the structure
of school-age populations and
supporting the country’s major

strategies and the modernization of

the industrial system.

The plan said that by 2030, China
will have essentially completed the
construction of a high-quality education
system, establishing a society featuring
lifelong learning among residents
and greatly enhancing the influence,
competitiveness, and voice of its
education sector on the global stage.

The document laid out 23 key
tasks in five aspects: fostering virtue
through education, strengthening
education’s supporting role for
the development of science and

technology and human resources,
improving the quality of education
as a kind of public service, building
a higher-caliber teaching workforce,
and expanding  high-standard
opening up of the education sector.

The plan also put forward reform
tasks, including those related to the
education evaluation system and
the sector’s digital and intelligent
development.

It further stressed the importance
of the Communist Party of China’s
(CPC) overall leadership in
education work. — Xinhua

Qingzhou cargo spacecraft test vehicle releases
second batch of scientific achievements

BEIJING — The team for China’s
Qingzhou cargo spacecraft test
vehicle released its second batch of
in-orbit scientific and engineering
results  yesterday, demonstrating
significant advancements in space
precision detection, cost-effective
space operations, future space
medicine, and space biology.

The test vehicle previously
released its first batch of in-orbit
test results on April 15.

The Innovation Academy for
Microsatellites of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences (IAMCAS),
which spearheaded the development
of the test vehicle, said the latest
achievements will provide crucial
technical support for the application
of new space technologies, the safe
operation of China’s space station,
and the utilization of space resources.

To reduce the costs of space
operations, an improved steam-

compression  space  refrigerator
successfully overcame the challenges
of gas-liquid separation and stable
operation in microgravity, offering a
cost-effective solution for cold chain
transport. Additionally, a space rescue
and maintenance diagnostic camera
has completed its in-orbit performance
verification and is operating smoothly.

For future space medical care, a
myoelectric detector utilizing a self-
developed neural chip successfully
verified the continuous acquisition
and real-time transmission of weak
muscle signals in orbit. A handheld
blood cell analyzer was also tested,
providing key technical support for
real-time health assessments for
astronauts without relying on large-
scale medical equipment or ground
guidance.

In space biology, an industrial-
grade, low-cost in-orbit biological
support cabin successfully completed

its maiden test, creating a standardized
and reusable platform for space life
science experiments. The test vehicle
also verified the survival of Syntrichia
caninervis, an extreme stress-tolerant
plant, under harsh conditions
including microgravity, radiation, and
drought, providing theoretical support
for future extraterrestrial ecological
improvement.

Launched in March this year
with a design lifespan of three years,
the 4.2-tonne test vehicle features a
single-cabin integrated design. Its
main sealed cabin offers a total volume
of approximately 27 cubic meters and
40 cargo slots for astronauts’ supplies
and scientific payloads.

Following a series of critical
technology tests, the first formal
Qingzhou cargo spacecraft is
scheduled for launch in 2027 to
provide uplink cargo transport services
for China’s space station.  — Xinhua
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Soldier, teacher killed in ambush in S Philippines

MANILA — A soldier and a
teacher were killed after unidentified
armed men ambushed a pick-up
truck carrying government troops
in Lanao del Sur province in the
southern Philippines on Saturday,
police said yesterday.

Police said the attack occurred
when government troops were
returning to their camp after conducting
a security operation. At least 10 armed
men opened fire on the vehicle, leaving
one soldier killed and the driver injured.

A female teacher riding a tricycle

sustained a gunshot and died at the
scene.

Police investigators recovered a
rifle grenade and empty shell casings
of ammunition, believed to have
been fired from rifles. Investigations
are underway. — Xinhua

Mother, 3 children found stabbed to death
in southern Philippine home

MANILA — A mother and her
three children, aged 14, 13, and 12,
were found dead inside their home
in a village in Zamboanga del Sur
province in the southern Philippines
early yesterday, police said.

Police said the bodies were
discovered at around 6:45 am.
[local time] by a villager on his
way to his farm, and all the victims
sustained multiple stab wounds.

Investigators believe the killings

may have occurred on Saturday
night. Police said the children were
last seen at around 8 p.m. on Saturday
at a nearby public WiFi station.
Investigations are underway,
according to police. — Xinhua

Rescuers of the Japan International
Cooperation Agency stand outside
of the Arturo Michelena international
airport on arrival in Valencia,
Carabobo state, Venezuela, to help
in search operations following twin
earthquakes, on Sunday.

Thousands of rescuers, relatives and
volunteers dig day and night through
mounds of concrete to find survivors
of the earthquakes that struck
Venezuela more than three days ago,
leaving nearly 1,500 dead and tens
of thousands missing. -AFP

Thai family mourn teen girl as Australian charged with murder

Chayanit Itthipongmaetee

PATTAYA — The family of a
17-year-old Thai girl whose body
was found in a suitcase in a resort
city are “devastated”, her stepmother
said yesterday, as authorities charged
an Australian man for her murder.

“l never imagined she would
be gone this quickly,” Orradee
Bussarakham told AFP by phone.
“We didn’t get to say goodbye.”

Orradee and the girl’s father,
Thongchai Donhomla, were in
Bangkok yesterday to collect the
body, which was found near a
railway track in the seaside resort
city of Pattaya early on Saturday.

“Like her dad, I’'m devastated.
Although I’'m her stepmother, I feel
like I just lost a child of my own,”
Orradee said.

A 45-year-old Australian, Simon
Peter Carman, has been charged
with premeditated murder in the
case, Police Lieutenant Colonel

Kosala Ngampong told AFP.
Carman was arrested at Bangkok’s

Suvarnabhumi Airport on Friday

night as he prepared to board a flight

In this handout photo taken late on Friday and provided by Pattaya City Police

back to Australia, after the victim’s
friend had reported her missing.

He faces charges of premeditated
murder, “taking a minor (for sexual
purposes)” and concealment of a
body — all of which he has denied,
Kosala said.

Carman is held at a Pattaya jail
while the case is referred to prosecutors.

Under Thai law, premeditated
murder carries a penalty of life
imprisonment or death, the latter
rarely enforced.

CCTV footage showed Carman
entering a condominium in Pattaya with
the girl in the early hours of Thursday,
and leaving that evening carrying a
large black suitcase, police said.

Kosala said Carman had loaded
the suitcase onto a motorcycle and
rode to a grassy area near a railway
line in the city.

Police found the suitcase early
Saturday near a railway track,
discovering inside the victim’s body
which bore signs of violence.

The girl had left her home in Kalasin
province, in Thailand’s northeast, for
Pattaya on June 16, Orradee said.

&

Station yesterday, Thai police officers pose at Suvarnabhumi International Airport in
Bangkok with Australian man Simon Peter Carman (centre), after he was arrested in

the suspected murder of a 17-year-old Thai girl in Pattaya.

- AFP

She described her stepdaughter
as a cheerful, sociable girl with a
wide circle of friends who would
also help her sell garlands and fruit
at a roadside stall.

“She would always bring the
family together for mookata (Thai
barbecue),” Orradee recalled.

Safety fears

Popular with foreign tourists,
Pattaya is known for its beaches
and a nightlife scene that has long
drawn scrutiny over sex tourism.

Nattakamol Chartmontri, 48, a
massage therapist who has worked
on the city’s beaches for two
decades, said the teenager’s murder
has “affected Pattaya’s image”.

“I’'m worried about safety,” she
told AFP.

“After so many years handling
tourists as a masseuse, I know how
to handle myself around them. But
some people who just moved here
recently may not.”

Thailand drastically cut the
length of visa-free stays for tourists
last month following a series of high-
profile arrests of foreigners over
drug offences, sex trafficking and
operating unlicensed businesses.

“With social media and visa
schemes that allow foreigners to
visit Thailand easily, I feel that
the quality of foreign tourists has
decreased,” Nattakamol said.

“I want Pattaya to be safe and
peaceful... like before.”

Pattaya  native  Sutthipong
Suraprasert, a 35-year-old beach
vendor, said he had followed the
case closely.

“There is no excuse for it,” he
told AFP, adding: “I’ve seen some
foreign tourists come here and cause
trouble — getting drunk, fighting,
causing chaos.” —AFP
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For sale on Facebook: monkeys, rhino
horn and dead pangolins

Sara Hussein

BANGKOK —The ghostly white
creature curled up on a weighing
scale is almost unrecognisable in the
Facebook post offering it for sale.
Only closer inspection reveals it to
be a dead pangolin.

The animal, one of the world’s
most endangered and trafficked
mammals, has been stripped of its
scales and is being advertised by
a Thai account selling “seasonal
wild delicacies”.

The post is one of dozens
reviewed by AFP that illustrate
what conservationists call
rampant illegal wildlife trafficking
across social media platforms,
particularly those belonging to
Facebook parent company Meta.

A report by several NGOs
released yesterday accuses Meta of
hosting the world’s “largest single
known illegal wildlife trade market”
and effectively  encouraging
the trade by sharing advertising
revenues with users and allowing
them subscription models.

The report follows recent
research by the Global Initiative
Against Transnational Organised
Crime (GI-TOC), which warned
Facebook is now “the central
public infrastructure  through
which online wildlife trafficking
is being concentrated, discovered
and scaled”.

Meta declined to respond to
questions from AFP, and pointed
to policies that restrict the sale
of endangered species on its
platforms.

But conservationists say those
policies have done little to prevent
Meta’s platforms being used for
the illegal wildlife trade.

The GI-TOC research found
over 20,000 adverts for more
than 260,000 wildlife products on
social media platforms between
April 2024 and March 2026.

Nearly three-quarters were on
Facebook, and many remained
up even after being reported, said
Russell Gray, a data scientist and
ecologist who co-authored GI-
TOC’s April report.

“Even the unredacted accounts
and groups we reported on
publicly in the report are still live
and active,” he told AFP.

‘Mindboggling’
Conservationists and wildlife
experts said that was common.
“I have not once received
a response or seen any action
taken,” said Tom Taylor, chief
operating officer of Wildlife
Friends Foundation Thailand.
“Accounts that are openly
breaking the law should be
closed, and investigations into the
criminal activities behind them
should be launched.”
Conservationists argue Meta is
not only failing to remove content
that violates its policies, but
may effectively be encouraging
it by allowing popular accounts
to monetise content through
advertising revenue and
subscription models.

“This content monetisation
that Facebook and Instagram push
is actually incentivising people to
commit illegal acts,” said Daniel
Stiles, an independent wildlife
trafficking investigator.

“The more interaction and
engagement they get on their
account, the more money they
can make,” added Stiles, who
co-authored the report released
yesterday by NGOs including
Freeland, Education for Nature
Vietnam and International Wildlife
Trust.

Meta does not make public
which accounts are in its content
monetisation programmes.

But those enrolled in its
subscription ~ programme  are
publicly identifiable, and include
an account apparently in Laos
purporting to show poaching of
wildlife including pangolins.

“How Meta can allow that is
mindboggling,” said Stiles.

‘Lip service’

Animals and wildlife products
are offered across Meta platforms,
including Facebook, Instagram
and WhatsApp, research shows.

But other platforms, including
TikTok and Snapchat — popular
because of its disappearing post
settings — are also increasingly

used by traffickers.
AFP  reviewed  examples
offering everything from

chimpanzees intended as pets to
rhino horn for traditional medicine
and pangolins for consumption.

Some of the content is oblique
— vendors often post images
of animals or parts for sale
without any price or explanation.
Interested commenters are told to
message them directly.

But much of the content is clear,
including a public Facebook account
offering dead pangolins, monitor
lizards and other protected wildlife
for consumption in Thailand.

The algorithmic nature of
social media platforms means that
users who engage with wildlife
trafficking accounts are offered up
more.

After reviewing just a handful
of public accounts advertising
illegal wildlife trade, an AFP
journalist’s Facebook feed began
routinely displaying posts selling
wildlife and endangered animal
parts.

Meta was among 11 tech firms
that announced this month they
would work to eliminate wildlife
trafficking on their sites.

But the company has been
a member of the Coalition to
End Wildlife Trafficking Online
since 2018, and the problem has
continued to grow, said Steve
Galster, founder of Freeland.

He warned the latest
announcement risked being “more
lip service”.

“Until Meta is compelled to
rid its platforms of illegal wildlife
trade, and prove that it is not
profiting from it, the online wildlife
trade will only get worse.” —AFP
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Indonesia reports death of Sumatran elephant

JAKARTA - A critically
endangered Sumatran elephant named
Indro died at Tesso Nilo National
Park in Riau province yesterday
after suffering health complications
following the musth* period.

“Indro died despite receiving
intensive medical treatment for

health complications triggered by a
loss of appetite following the musth
period,” a senior official from the
park told local media yesterday.
According to the park, the
45-year-old elephant entered the
musth period between late April
and early May, becoming more

Bondi Beach attack survivor tells
of ‘trauma’ of online Al images

Dene-Hern Chen

SYDNEY — A Jewish lawyer
wounded in a mass shooting at
Australia’s Bondi Beach discovered
that Al-generated images depicting
him as a “crisis actor” were
proliferating online as he was going
into surgery, a royal commission
inquiry heard yesterday.

Arsen Ostrovsky, a Jewish
community leader, said a selfie
image he had sent to a friend in the
aftermath of the antisemitic attack
was quickly distorted by Al online
to make it appear as if his injuries
had been faked.

His story emerged in hearings
of the federal royal commission,
the highest level of public inquiry,
which was formed after the
December 14 attack, Australia’s
deadliest in decades.

During the assault, father-son
duo Sajid and Naveed Akram are
accused of opening fire on Jewish
families celebrating Hanukkah at
the country’s most famous beach,
killing 15 people.

Public hearings — tasked with
probing the factors leading to
Australia’s deadliest mass shooting
— have started to receive testimony
about the role social media plays in
the spread of antisemitism.

“It has become increasingly
apparent that the online environment
and social media platforms in
particular are perhaps the most
significant factor for the spread
of antisemitism,” said assisting
counsel Richard Lancaster.

Ostrovsky, head of the Australia/
Israel and Jewish Affairs Council
in Sydney, said his selfie started
“spreading like wildfire” after being
posted online by his friend.

The image depicted him lying on
the ground with his head bloodied.

But within hours, Al-generated
images were created, with one

showing him laughing as a make-up
artist touched up the blood on his face.

‘Like wildfire’

Social media users said the
image was of a crisis actor, someone
supposedly hired to secretly stage
deadly events to advance political
agendas — a persistent narrative
among conspiracy theorists.

Ostrovsky said he discovered
the disinformation spreading while
he was in hospital two days after the
attack.

“I was literally being prepped to
go into surgery when I first found out
online that was happening,” he said.

Ostrovsky said other deepfake
images appeared to show him
in hospital with his bandages
removed, or holding an Academy
Award trophy, many of which are
still online today.

Several fact-checking organisations,
including AFP’s digital verification
team, have debunked these images.

“These images started spreading
like wildfire... and then the media
started contacting me for a response.”

Ostrovsky said he had previously
experienced antisemitism online, but
“after December it became impossible
for me to keep up, it essentially
became a relentless tsunami of Jew
hatred online”, he said.

Meta responded quickly to
remove the false content, but
Ostrovsky said he had not had a
response from X or YouTube.

“The cumulative nature of
it is overwhelming... it tries to
completely erase my experience
and my trauma,” Ostrovsky said.

The commission will also
look at social media’s “gaps and
weaknesses in the detection and
removal of hateful content in a
timely manner”, Lancaster said.

Public hearings will continue
through July. —AFP

aggressive and requiring special
safety measures.

Its condition later worsened
after a sharp decline in eating
and drinking, prompting the
veterinary  team to  provide
intensive monitoring, intravenous
fluid therapy, and further medical

treatment.

Although he briefly showed
signs of improvement, the elephant
did not respond to cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and  was later
pronounced dead. — Xinhua/MPD

*Musth is a natural annual
hormonal cycle in adult male

elephants  characterised by a
massive surge in testosterone (up to
60 to 100 times normal levels) and
heightened, aggressive reproductive
behaviour. It generally lasts between
2 weeks and 4 months, depending
on the elephant’s age, health, and
environment. -Gemini

Pakistan launches deadliest attack on Afghanistan in months

TSAMKANI, Afghanistan —
Pakistan launched its deadliest
attack on Afghanistan in months,
with Islamabad saying yesterday
it killed dozens of militants as
the Afghan government reported
civilian casualties.

The nighttime strikes are the
latest flare-up of violence between
the neighbours whose relationship
has been fraught since 2021, when
the Taliban government took power
in Kabul, and follow a weeks-long
war that erupted in February.

Pakistan’s information minister
said air and ground operations
killed 29 militants and were aimed
at a group that it blames for a
deadly weekend assault in Karachi,
although Afghan authorities have
repeatedly denied their territory
harbours attackers.

The Taliban government said
the airstrikes hit three eastern
provinces, killing 36 civilians and
wounding 163.

A resident of Paktia province,
Adam Khan, said he “cannot put into
words the condition of the children I
saw at the hospital, or the screams of
their parents and siblings”.

Those killed in one of the
strikes “were innocent civilians,
including children, elderly people
and women” sleeping in a house,
the 63-year-old told AFP.

In  neighbouring  Paktika
province, community leader Amin
Mangal told AFP a Pakistani strike
on a house killed six people.

“They were very poor and
helpless, had no working man in the
household, and were living with the
help of charity,” Mangal said.

The Pakistani operation along the
border is the deadliest since March,
when an attack on a drug treatment
centre in Kabul killed hundreds
according to the United Nations.

Pakistan’s information minister,
Attaullah Tarar, said the latest
offensive targeted Jamaat-ul-Ahrar,
a splinter group of the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

A participant is briefly lifted into the air as a giant dragon train kite catches the wind

during a kite festival in Bantul, Yogyakarta, Indonesia on Sunday. - AFP

MELBOURNE - An airline
employee from Thailand has
been arrested and charged after
Australian authorities allegedly
located heroin in her baggage on
arrival at Melbourne Airport.

A statement from the Australian
Federal Police (AFP) yesterday
said that Australian Border Force
(ABF) officers screened the
26-year-old Thai national’s bags
when an international flight that
she was working on landed at

Ny “ I peinS "a‘

Afghan residents clear rubble from their home at the site of a Pakistani airstrike in
Barolo village in the Marawara district of Afghanistan’s Kunar province yesterday.

Diplomats summoned

Hamdullah Fitrat, Afghanistan’s
deputy government spokesman,
said the Paktia site “was bombed
for a second time” after residents
rushed to rescue people.

Pakistan’s military and the
prime minister’s office did not
respond to an AFP request to
comment on the allegation.

In the countries’ capitals, the
foreign ministries summoned each
other’s diplomats over the attack in
Afghanistan’s border area and earlier
in Pakistan’s megacity Karachi.

In Paktia’s Tsamkani district,
hundreds of mourners gathered
before the funeral beds of some of
those killed.

Mediation from several
countries, including China, has
failed to produce a lasting resolution
between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Their war earlier this year killed
hundreds of Afghans and displaced
tens of thousands, according to the
UN.

There have been sporadic
attacks since a ceasefire reached
in March, with Pakistani strikes
in June killing 13 people, Afghan
officials said.

Islamabad is mediating
between the United States and Iran
to end their war in the Middle East,

Melbourne Airport on Thursday.
During an X-ray examination
of the bags, officers identified

anomalies and  subsequently
discovered a white powder
concealed within their lining.

Presumptive testing returned a
positive reading for heroin.

The AFP said that more than
1 kg of heroin, with an estimated
street  value of  A$500,000
(US$344,592), was seized.

The 26-year-old woman was

- AFP

but Pakistan says its battle against
militancy at home requires its
strikes on Afghanistan.

Explosives were detonated
and gunmen opened fire inside
a Rangers paramilitary camp in
Karachi on Saturday in one of the
worst militant attacks in Pakistan’s
most populous city in years.

Authorities said three
paramilitary personnel were killed
and that they had detained an
Afghan involved in the attack.

Pakistan says its forces use
“precise targeting” to aim at
militant hideouts and weapons
stores, especially those of the TTP
that has waged a violent campaign
against Pakistan for years.

Afghan  authorities  have
repeatedly denied that the country
is used by militants and say
Pakistani operations have caused a
heavy civilian death toll.

The conflict earlier this year saw
the two militaries engage in fierce
fighting in border areas, along with
unprecedented Pakistani airstrikes
on Afghan cities, including
the capital Kabul and southern
Kandahar where the Afghan
Taliban’s supreme leader is based.

The frontier has been largely
closed since cross-border violence
broke out in October. —AFP

Thai airline employee charged over heroin
seizure at Melbourne Airport

arrested and charged with one count
each of importing a marketable
quantity of a border-controlled drug
and possessing a marketable quantity
of a border-controlled drug.

Both offenses carry maximum
penalties of 25 years’ imprisonment.

AFP  Acting  Commander
Simone Butcher said that the
agency is “‘unwavering” in its
efforts to target individuals who
use their employment to support
drug trafficking. — Xinhua
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6 killed in German ‘family tragedy’ Paris funeral homes overwhelmed
shooting: police

Ibrahim Ot and Bryn Stole

STADE, Germany — A gunman
killed six people yesterday in a
German youth welfare centre for
mothers and their children in what
police said was a likely “family
tragedy”, before the male suspect and
a female companion were arrested.

The deadly shooting spree
sparked a major police operation in
the northern city of Stade, about 50
kilometres from Hamburg.

The six people killed were
all adults, among them one who
succumbed to the injuries in
hospital, while another person was
wounded and in stable condition, a
police spokesman told AFP.

“A male principal offender and a
female companion” were arrested, he
said, while a separate police statement
mentioned a third suspect being held.

The police spokesman told AFP
that investigators believed “it is
not a case of femicide, nor does it
involve a political background or
anything of that nature. Rather it is
an extended family tragedy.”

N24 television cited witnesses
as saying that police deployed to
the building after an emergency
call and spotted two suspects who
attempting to flee in a car, leading
police to open fire.

One eyewitness told the news
site Focus Online that police shouted
“stop where you are” at the man and
woman attempting to flee, then fired
some 10 to 15 rounds at the vehicle.

A separate amateur video clip
published by Bild daily showed a
police road block stopping a Mercedes

e

Police forensics work at the scene where six people were killed in a shooting in Stade,
northern Germany, a city some 50 kilometres west of Hamburg, yesterday.

passenger car with a blown-out back
tyre on a country road nearby.

Officers with guns are then seen
shouting at the two occupants to get
out and arresting them as they lie
face down on the road.

The day of deadly drama led
police to shut down the centre of the
city of 50,000 people on the Elbe
river in Lower-Saxony state. Police
helicopters circled the sky above.

‘Chaotic situation’

The shootings took place neara day-
care centre and a primary school, said
city councillor Carsten Brokelmann,
adding that no one there was hurt.

“We are relieved that our staff and
the children at the daycare centre and
primary school are safe, and I would
like to thank the police officers for
their efforts in this chaotic situation,”
he said in a statement.

“At the same time, our deepest

- AFP

sympathies go out to the victims of
this terrible act and their families.”

Germany has some of Europe’s
strictest gun laws — they require anyone
under 25 to pass a psychiatric exam
before applying for a gun licence — and
mass shootings are relatively rare.

But they occur from time to
time, and yesterday’s was among
the deadliest in recent times.

In February 2020, a far-right
extremist shot dead nine people and
wounded five others in the central
German city of Hanau.

In March 2023, a disgruntled
former Jehovah’s Witness member
shot dead six people from the
group’s congregation in Hamburg,
before turning the gun on himself.

In May 2022, a 2l-year-old
gunman opened fire at a secondary
school in northern Germany,
wounding a female member of staff
before being arrested. —AFP

WhatsApp messenger to begin offering usernames

PARIS — The
millions who use Meta-owned
messenger WhatsApp to chat with
family, friends or businesses will
no longer need to share phone
numbers under a coming update, the
company said yesterday.

Instead, people will be able to
pick unique usernames to share with
others, in amove “designed to protect
the privacy of your phone number,”
WhatsApp said in a statement.

Restricting access to phone

hundreds of

numbers would mean they are not
shared automatically in cases such
as being added to a large group chat
or messaging person or business for
the first time, the company added.

What’s  more “there’s no
directory to browse and no
suggestions, so people need to know
your exact username to contact
you,” Meta said.

As with other social media
services, the sheer number of people
— Meta claims over three billion —

using WhatsApp means many may
not get their first choice of handle.
The company said it would
gradually roll out username
reservations worldwide “over the
coming months”, notifying users in
each country when they open there.
Meanwhile “creators, small
businesses and organisations” will
be allowed to claim WhatsApp
usernames that they already use on
fellow Meta products Facebook or
Instagram. —AFP

Poland signs contract to buy Swedish submarines

WARSAW — Poland yesterday
signed a US$4.8-billion contract
with Sweden to purchase three Saab
submarines intended to strengthen
its defence capabilities.

“Poland is acquiring three A-26
type, fifth-generation submarines,
the most modern ones,” Polish
defence  minister ~ Wladyslaw
Kosiniak-Kamysz said following
the signing ceremony in the Polish
Baltic port city of Gdynia.

He added that the submarines
Poland is set to obtain are “designed

to operate in the Baltic Sea, capable of

putting their capabilities at the service
of both the navy and special forces”.
The contract — signed by Prime

Ministers Donald Tusk and UIf

Kristersson —includes an armaments
package as well as a training and
support programme, worth roughly
47 billion Swedish kronor (US$4.8
billion), the Saab group specified in
a press release.

The first submarine delivery is
planned for 2031, and the last one is
set to arrive in 2038.

In the meantime, Sweden will
lend Poland a modernised A-17 type
vessel, operational as of next year,
in order to train its sailors.

Poland’s submarine procurement
programme, named Orka, is among
the most urgent projects of the
Polish navy, which currently has
only a single obsolete submarine,
built in 1985 in the USSR.

The agreement also provides
for industrial exchanges, as well
as a logistics package, operational
support, preparation of the necessary
infrastructure, and the acquisition
by Sweden of a rescue vessel built
in Polish shipyards.

Described as a  “historic
milestone” for both countries by
Kristersson, the contract is set to
create 7,000 jobs in Poland and “a
significant number” in Sweden,
according to Stockholm.

The choice of the Saab as
submarine supplier had been
announced in November by Warsaw,
ruling out other bids from Germany,
Spain, Italy, South Korea, and the
French company Naval Group. — AFP

after record heatwave

PARIS - France yesterday
counted its heat-related deaths, as
a funeral business representative
said Paris morgues have been
overwhelmed by a spike in fatalities
during a record-breaking heatwave.

Prime Minister Sebastien
Lecornu was to chair a meeting
on the impact of the heatwave,
which eased on Sunday after days
of punishing temperatures that
disrupted daily life and forced
the closure of many schools and
landmark tourist attractions.

The government would prepare
for future episodes of extreme
heat that scientists link to climate
change, Lecornu’s office said.

Elisabeth Charrier, head of
the National Funeral Federation,
said funeral home occupancy —
which typically ranges between 30
percent and 45 percent during the
summer — has climbed above 66
percent nationwide.

In some locations, mortuaries
reached full capacity, particularly
in urban centres, she added.

“The main difficulty is in
central Paris, where the only
two funeral homes have been at
full capacity since last Friday,”
Charrier told AFP.

“People have to go outside Paris
— into the inner or outer suburbs, or
even further — to find space and be
able to pay their respects.”

She warned of a “domino

effect” in the coming days.
“What may complicate matters
is the extension of waiting times

for cremation slots or burial space
in cemeteries,” she added.

“Cemetery staff cannot dig
graves much faster, and cremation
slots fill up very quickly.”

French health officials said on
Sunday there had been around 1,000
more deaths than during the same
period in previous months since
Wednesday last week, when France
was at its hottest since records began.

Eighty-five percent of those who
died were aged 65 and over, they said.

The sharpest increases involved
people dying at home, especially in
Paris and its suburbs, they added.

The opposition criticised the
authorities for what it described as
a lack of preparation for extreme
weather.

“We must shed full light on
the very heavy human toll to come
in order to determine the political
responsibilities that led to this
dramatic situation. Some will have
to face the consequences,” Greens
leader Marine Tondelier said on X
on Sunday.

Interior Minister Laurent Nunez
defended the government’s response
to the extreme temperatures.

“No, it is not a fiasco,” he told
daily Le Parisien.

“It is completely unprecedented
to have such levels of temperature,
far above seasonal norms,” he said.

“In the long term, we obviously
need to consider France’s level of
air-conditioning, and even before
that, how public buildings should
be constructed.” —AFP

A disabled homeless man is lying down next to his wheelchair in Paris on Friday,

as France experiences a heatwave.

- AFP

3 firefighters die as blazes
torch western US

WASHINGTON, DC — Three
firefighters have died battling fierce
blazes along the Utah-Colorado
border, driven by high temperatures,
strong winds and low humidity.

Dangerous weather conditions
are compounding a fire season
made worse by historically low
snowpack, with more than a dozen

blazes burning across hundreds of

thousands of acres in the two states.
Five firefighters were trapped in
a fire over the weekend, with three
losing their lives and two others treated
for burn injuries, the US Wildland Fire
Service said in a statement.
“Wildfire conditions remain

critical for the Southwest and
portions of the Great Basin
through Monday,” the National
Weather Service said in an update.
Utah Governor Spencer J. Cox
announced a ban on fireworks
during the wupcoming July 4
Independence Day holiday, while
Colorado Governor Jared Polis
declared a state of emergency to
support fire response efforts.
Scientists say that climate
change is driving longer fire
seasons and more intense blazes,
as rising temperatures and
increasingly arid conditions create
landscapes primed to burn. — AFP
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Catholic traditionalists risk schism in Church

Clément Melki and Claire Gallen in Paris

VATICAN CITY — The Society of Saint
Pius X, a traditionalist Catholic community,
plans to ordain its own bishops tomorrow
without Vatican approval, raising the risk of
schism within the Church.

What is the Society of St. Pius X?

Founded in 1970 in Ecéne, Switzerland,
by the French bishop Marcel Lefebvre (1905-
1991), the group follows a stricter interpretation
of doctrinal and liturgical tradition.

It received significant media attention in
1988 after illegally ordaining four bishops,
resulting in immediate excommunication.

The society has a presence in nearly 80
countries and is “well established” in France,
Switzerland and the United States, according
to Martin Dumont, secretary general of the
Institute for Research on the Study of Religions.

It has 730 priests and more than 260
seminarians today and approximately 600,000
members, Dumont told AFP.

Rejecting outright the changes within the
Church since the Second Vatican Council in the
1960s, it defends a traditional patriarchal model
of society and an ideal of a theocratic state.

Although influential in certain conservative
circles, it remains a minority within the Catholic
Church and its approximately 1.4 billion faithful.

What is the pre-Vatican II rite?

This rite, codified in the 16th century
and known as the “Tridentine” rite, is
characterised by the use of Latin, a highly
codified and symbolic liturgy.

It is celebrated with the priest facing the
altar and his back to the congregation.

The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965),
which ushered the Church into modernity,

A nun holds a liturgical book showing a photograph of the late founder of the traditionalislt Catholic Society
of Saint Pius X (SSPX), Marcel Lefebvre, during an ordination ceremony of the society in Ec6ne, western
Switzerland, yesterday. Defying the Vatican, the SSPX plan to ordain its own bishops tomorrow, despite the

risk of being considered schismatic.

introduced Mass in different languages and

encouraged the participation of the faithful.
For the Society of Saint Pius X, these

reforms represent an alteration of tradition.

What is the disagreement about?
On Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. (local time), the
new bishops are expected by organisers to be
ordained in front of several thousand faithful.
The open-air ceremony, which is due to
last several hours, will be held at Econe, the
very spot where Lefebvre consecrated four

- AFP

bishops 38 years ago.

For the Vatican, consecrating a bishop
without the Pope’s approval is a direct act of
insubordination.

Such a move, entails the automatic
excommunication of the bishops involved and
constitutes a “schismatic act”.

Broader excommunication?
“It’s complicated because they’re putting
Pope Leo in a difficult position,” Dumont said.
“He’s concerned about not making things

worse, about healing wounds... but he’s also
obliged to take action.”

The historian also noted that the society
risks “cutting itself off from potential allies
within the Church” at a time when “bridges
were beginning to be built”.

How have recent popes reacted?

The 1988 excommunication was lifted in
2009 by Pope Benedict XVI.

And his successor, Francis, reinstated
the wvalidity of confessions and marriages
celebrated by priests of the society in 2015.

Leo XIV also extended an olive branch to
traditionalists last October by celebrating Mass in
Latin in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, even though
Francis had severely restricted this tradition.

Why now?

The society says naming new bishops is a
“necessity”.

It currently has only two active bishops,
which limits its capacity for growth.

It says it has asked the pope for permission
to proceed with new ordinations, without
receiving a satisfactory response.

But Dumont said there are also internal
disagreements between more radical members
of the society and others who favour greater
dialogue with the Vatican.

Faced with a new pope whose decisions
the society’s leaders may disapprove of, “it is
very clear that they are establishing a power
dynamic”, he said.

The Vatican, for its part, is trying to avoid
a rupture.

In mid-June, Leo XIV said he was
“saddened” by this decision, specifying that
he intended to issue a new “appeal” before the
deadline. —AFP

UK unveils plans to replace
destroyers with ‘hybrid’ vessels

UK cigarette giant BAT to cut
5,500 jobs globally

LONDON - Britain will replace its
ageing destroyer warships with at least
six “hybrid” vessels, the government
has announced, as it prepares to unveil
its much-delayed plans for defence
investment spending over the next
decade.

The new vessels, which will replace
the Royal Navy’s six current Type 45
destroyers from the early 2030s, will
“mix crewed and uncrewed capabilities
and be more suited to the pace and
nature of modern warfare”, the Ministry
of Defence (MoD) said.

They are equipped to deploy drones
and to work alongside various other
ships and uncrewed platforms and
underwater assets, ‘“representing a
once in a generation investment in new
maritime capability”, it added.

The announcement on Sunday
follows a turbulent period for the
ministry and sector, after both the
defence and armed forces ministers
quit earlier this month in a row over
funding for the long-awaited Defence
Investment Plan (DIP).

Prime Minister Keir Starmer
announced his own resignation 11 days
later as support for the beleaguered
leader within his ruling centre-left
Labour party ebbed away, following a
string of missteps, policy U-turns and
government scandals.

Originally planned to be released
last year, the DIP has been repeatedly
delayed as the government struggles
to find the money to raise military

spending and prioritise NATO as the
threat from Russia grows.

Now-ex defence secretary John
Healey and his junior minister Al Carns
resigned, warning that the proposed
DIP Starmer had presented them with
was insufficiently funded and risked
making Britain “less safe”.

UK media has reported it was as
much as £28 billion (US$37 billion)
short on what the MoD had requested.

Healey’s replacement, Dan Jarvis,
has spent his first two weeks in the role
“refocusing” the plan “towards more
immediate priorities”, the MoD said on
Sunday.

It is expected to be published ahead
of an upcoming two-day NATO summit
hosted by Turkey in Ankara starting
July 7, it added.

The six new “Common Combat
Vessels” — part of the DIP — mean plans
announced in March 2021 for a Type 83
destroyer to replace the outgoing Type
45s will now be shelved.

The new warship can “act as a
control hub for uncrewed systems —
extending the Navy’s reach, resilience
and firepower without a proportional
increase in crew or cost”, the MoD
said.

It added the decision was part of
plans to “shift to a hybrid navy” rather
than “concentrating capability in a small
number of large, expensive ships”.

Jarvis said the new ships “are
designed and built for the increasing
threats we face”. —AFP

LONDON - British American Tobacco (BAT)
announced yesterday sweeping job cuts as the
cigarette maker axes 5,500 roles globally and
outsources another 3,500 to help slash costs.

The maker of Lucky Strike and Dunbhill
cigarettes aims to save £600 million (US$792
million) a year by 2028 in a restructuring that will
affect around 20 percent of BAT’s 47,000-member
workforce, it said in a statement.

BAT, along with other tobacco majors, faces
declining demand for traditional cigarettes, and
is turning its focus instead to newer categories
including vapes and oral nicotine products.

“We are building a future-ready organisation
that is more agile, cost disciplined and technology
enabled,” said CEO Tadeu Marroco.

“These changes affect many of our colleagues,

and we are focused on supporting them through
this transition with care and respect, as we position
the business for the future,” he added.

The job cuts span BAT’s global workforce
except for the United States, its largest market,
where the business is run through its subsidiary
Reynolds American.

Shares in the company fell 1.5 percent on the
London stock exchange, where the top-tier FTSE
100 index was trading 0.2 percent lower.

“British American Tobacco is the latest name to
ramp up the use of technology to help its business run
more smoothly and be able to launch new products
faster,” said AJ Bell investment director Russ Mould.

“The scale of cutbacks is a sign of the times,
and the trend is worrying for the state of the labour
market,” he added. —AFP

Austria’s top court annuls swathe
of extra fees charged by Ryanair

VIENNA - Austria’s supreme court has
deemed unlawful more than a dozen fees charged
by no-frills airline Ryanair, opening the door to
reimbursement demands, a consumer association
said yesterday.

Its ruling said “additional fees must be
presented in a transparent manner”, said the VKI
advocacy group, which brought the case on behalf
of Austria’s social affairs ministry.

It targeted payments including an airport
check-in fee of 55 euros (US$63), a 25-euro fee
for small children, or a 15-euro charge for issuing
a boarding pass — which VKI said could add up to
more than a ticket price.

It added that the Irish carrier would charge the

fees even if passengers were not responsible for
being deemed liable for them.

“Consumers who paid these fees on the basis
of these clauses can now seek reimbursement,”
VKI said in a statement.

“Whoever reserves a flight has to know how
much it really costs,” Ulrike Konigsberger-
Ludwig, the state secretary in charge of consumer
protection, said in the statement.

Ryanair did not immediately respond to an
AFP request for comment.

Last week, Ryanair said it would scrap a
fee levied on parents wanting to sit next to
their children after UK regulators opened an
investigation into the added cost. — AFP
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Chavez-era housing complexin
ruins after Venezuela quakes
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Members of the French 7 Civil Security Training and Intervention Regiment check out a building destroyed by last

Wednesday’s twin earthquakes in Catia La Mar, La Guaira, Venezuela, yesterday.

Ahiana Figueroa

CARACAS - A residential complex
once touted as part of late president Hugo
Chavez’s flagship housing program has been
left uninhabitable in Venezuela’s earthquake
disaster.

Built as part of efforts to modernise Venezuela,
the buildings now symbolise the country’s dire
situation after twin quakes last Wednesday left
nearly 1,500 people confirmed dead and tens of
thousands missing.

“Most of the buildings at the back of the
complex have completely collapsed,” Jenny
Contreras, 28, said.

Contreras, her husband and their four-year-old
son have slept on a mattress in the street since the
quakes tore into 192 buildings in the Urbanismo
Hugo Chavez complex in the Catia La Mar
neighbourhood of La Guaira.

The 3,400 apartments have been evacuated
and Contreras said she was not even able to return
to recover belongings.

Large cracks rippled through the buildings,
revealing interior construction materials, AFP
reporters said. Some were teetering on the verge
of collapse and others had already fallen.

- AFP

Even for buildings that are still standing, the
future is bleak.

“The entire development will be condemned.
The whole development is going to disappear
in the future because all of it is in very bad
condition,” Contreras said.

Shopkeeper Dayana Lean, 51, said that “zones
one and three” of the complex were the hardest hit.

“Over that way, all of that is already gone.
They sank. And there are many dead,” she said.

Venezuela’s interim president, Delcy Rodriguez,
said on Sunday that temporary camps were being set
up for people who had lost their homes.

“At the same time, work begins on planning
projects that will allow new homes to be built
in a very short time,” said Rodraguez, who is
facing a massive test as leader after taking over
from Nicolds Maduro, ousted in a US military
operation in January.

Residents had laid out mattresses, washing
machines, wooden furniture, and other salvaged
household items.

Lean said she did not want to be sent to a
shelter.

“If we’re going to be refugees, we’ll stay here.
We’ll look after each other,” she said. — AFP

Bolivia removes 15-year US dollar peg
in bid to revive economy

Facundo Ferndndez Barrio

LA PAZ — Bolivia yesterday lifted a 15-year
peg on its US dollar exchange rate in a bid to
attract more greenbacks, a move aimed at ending
a severe economic crisis that has sparked unrest.

A shortage of US dollars has led to the
emergence of a parallel US dollar that has in the
past traded at three times the official rate.

“We are putting the economy in order so that
[US] dollars can come in from abroad,” President
Rodrigo Paz said on Sunday.

Paz on June 20 declared a state of emergency
after nearly two months of opposition road
blockades over his handling of Bolivia’s worst
crisis in four decades.

The blockades, which strangled supplies of

food, medicine and fuel to the administrative
capital La Paz and other cities, have since been
taken down by security forces.

The Central Bank yesterday opened trading
with a new official US dollar rate of 9.73 Bolivian
pesos, close to the current parallel rate.

It represents a devaluation of almost 40

percent over the rate of 6.96 pesos at which the
authorities pegged the US dollar in 2011.

“Now the government is recognising the price
we were all already paying [for US dollars],” a
42-year-old clothing vendor at a huge open-air
market in the city of El Alto, near La Paz, told AFP.

Fernando Romero, president of the College of
Economists of Tarija, a city in southern Bolivia,
told AFP the devaluation would “likely cause the
prices of imported goods to increase.”

But it could be “the first step toward (...) less
uncertainty and a more competitive economy’ if it
helps revive exports and foreign investment, he added.

Bolivia’s US dollar reserves have been
severely depleted by a collapse in its gas
production over the past decade.

The centre-right Paz last year took office on a
promise to revive the economy after two decades
of socialist rule.

His cost-cutting programme has however run
into stiff opposition from trade unions, farmers
and indigenous organisations loyal to indigenous
ex-president Evo Morales. —AFP
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US Marines repairing Venezuela’s
quake-hit La Guaira port

WASHINGTON, DC — US Marines
are working to repair the Venezuelan
port of La Guaira, a senior Trump
administration official said yesterday,
as Washington boosted its financial
commitment for the earthquake-hit
country to US$300 million.

A “specialised team of Marines” are
“working around the clock to repair that
port and allow the delivery of critical
supplies by sea,” the US official told
journalists on condition of anonymity,
adding that the USS Fort Lauderdale —
an amphibious transport dock warship —
had also docked there.

La Guaira, on Venezuelan’s northern
coast, is one of the country’s two main
ports.

Earlier yesterday the US State
Department announced that Washington
has now pledged more than US$300
million in funding to aid Venezuela, up
from a previous commitment of US$150
million.

“These funds will provide emergency
medical care, food assistance, water
and sanitation, shelter, protection, and

logistics,” the department said in a
statement.

The money is being directed
through partner organisations including
Samaritan’s Purse, Catholic Relief
Services, the International Organisation
for Migration, the World Food Programme
and the Red Cross, the statement said.

Washington has also deployed
four urban search-and-rescue teams to
Venezuela that are made up of more
than 300 first responders and almost two
dozen search dogs, it added.

Devastating back-to-back 7.2 and
7.5 magnitude ecarthquakes struck
near Venezuela’s Caribbean coast last
week, collapsing buildings, damaging
the country’s main airport and leaving
nearly 1,500 people dead.

The US assistance for Venezuela
comes as ties between Washington and
Caracas have warmed in recent months
after American forces captured former
president Nicolas Maduro in January
and the Trump administration began
working with an interim government led
by Delcy Rodriguez. — AFP

Looting, theft in Venezuela’s
earthquake zone add to tragedy

Margioni Bermiuidez

GUAIRA - Not even the cables
inside the small store remained intact.
The earth had barely stopped shaking
when the looting and theft began in the
arca most devastated by Venezuela’s
double earthquake.

Outbreaks of looting have hit
the coastal state of La Guaira —
neighbouring Caracas — much of which
is now a vast mountain of rubble after
last Wednesday’s disaster.

In a video circulating on social
media, a group of people pass around
boxes of appliances from a collapsed
store. Other videos appear to show
looted boxes perched on car roofs or on
top of motorcycles.

Online accusations are also circulating
against police and military personnel
who critics allege have been stealing
from homes or even from the dead.

A branch of a major pharmacy chain
was ransacked, as were supermarkets
and other businesses, residents say.

Some attribute this situation to so-called
disaster opportunism but others point to
the hunger and destitution of those who
have lost everything in a country already in
chronic crisis before the quakes.

“Is it fair that our people are
devouring each other?” lamented
71-year-old Maria Esther Bernal, who
rented shops to Chinese merchants, all
of which were looted.

“They even took the wiring.”

She said a Chinese man had died in a
store next door.

“They were stepping over his body
to loot. It was a supermarket,” she said.

Venezuelans have not hidden their
anger at the slow and meagre aid coming
from the authorities after the twin
earthquakes that killed nearly 1,500 and
left tens of thousands more missing.

They are demanding not only rescue
efforts in La Guaira but also improved
security and assistance with food, water,
and medicine.

The government militarised the state

and restricted access to those with a
safe-conduct pass that must be obtained
from the military in Caracas.

“There’s nothing here,” 72-year-old
Zulay de Carvajal tells AFP.

“They stole everything: our clothes,
shoes, utensils, pots, cups, glasses.”

“We found a disaster,” said her son,
Gregory Carvajal, 37.

“We were removing bodies, and at that
moment, they were looting. People were
going crazy, looting, taking everything.”

In another neighbourhood of La
Guaira, similar looting broke out.

Some have been siphoning fuel from
cars; others are impersonating firefighters
to take advantage of the disaster.

There are reports of all kinds of
crimes.

A video circulating on social media
shows a man expelling a soldier and
another official from his home after
finding them scavenging around.

“They keep taking things, I can’t stand
it,” protests the person recording with their
phone. The officials told him they were
only checking if people were inside.

“Get out, get out, they’ve looted
everything.”

La Guairahad already been devastated
in 1999 by rains and massive landslides
that swept away whole neighbourhoods
and left more than 10,000 dead.

And at that time, there were also
outbreaks of crime, said Marino
Alvarado, a former coordinator of the
human rights NGO Provea.

“It’s not surprising that we can find
three situations that also happened
during the landslides,” he said.

“Crime; two, police abuse, which
is now beginning to be denounced; and
three, police or military officials also
participating in the looting.”

After one of the Farmatodo
pharmacy chain’s branches was looted
in La Guaira, the company cleaned
the premises with the help of the
community. A primary care clinic now
operates there. —AFP




TUESDAY June 30, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

SPORT

The Macau Post Daily

S Korea demands change after dismal World Cup exit

SEOUL — South Korea’s dismal World
Cup first-round exit has sparked fury at
home and calls for a complete overhaul at
the top have not been silenced by coach
Hong Myung-bo’s resignation.

South Korea, World Cup semi-finalists
as co-hosts in 2002, limped out of the
tournament after failing to squeeze into the
knockout rounds as one of the top eight
third-place finishers.

They had the last 32 within their reach
only to suffer a shock 1-0 loss to lower-
ranked South Africa.

Their early exit prompted coach Hong to
quit on Sunday and cast doubt over the inter-
national future of captain Son Heung-min.

It also earned the team a rebuke from
the country’s president Lee Jae Myung, who
pointed the finger at “incompetent people”
and apologised to the nation.

The president’s comments reflect public
anger that has reached boiling point after
years of simmering discontent at South
Korean football chiefs.

Former captain Park Ji-sung said, “We

Match Times shown in Macau time.
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Round of 32 - Monterrey Stadium (Monterrey)

cote d'lvoire ! H01:00 = Norway
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Premier
League
Steve Griffiths

LONDON - Manchester City yesterday
hired former Chelsea boss Enzo Maresca to
lead the club into a new era after Pep Guardiola
stepped down at the end of last season.

Maresca agreed a three-year contract with
City after being forced to wait several weeks
to seal his move to the Etihad Stadium.

“Manchester City is a club I know very
well and to have the chance to manage this
team is a brilliant opportunity for me,” said
Maresca, who previously coached Leicester
in the Championship and Chelsea in the
Premier League.

“City is an incredibly well-run football
club. Everything they do is innovative,
planned and purposeful. For a manager, that is
a dream situation. It provides the consistency
I need to do my job effectively.”

The 46-year-old Maresca had been
strongly linked with the City job once reports
emerged of Guardiola’s potential exit.

But Maresca’s arrival in Manchester was
held up by Chelsea’s demand for a reported
£17 million (US$22 million) compensation
package for the Italian, who was still
contracted to the Blues until 2029 when he
departed in January.

may have expected this outcome years ago.”

“We have to look back and ask ourselves
why things have come to this,” the former
Manchester United player said after the
team’s elimination was confirmed.

“Even after spending a decade learning
how to prepare for the World Cup and
develop Korean football, we have forgotten
those lessons once again.”

South Korea were expected to get out of
a Group A that included co-hosts Mexico,
plus South Africa and the Czech Republic.

They started with a 2-1 win over the
Czechs but lost 1-0 to Mexico before
flopping against South Africa.

The team were expected to arrive home
this morning but local media reported that
the Korea Football Association (KFA) were
not planning to organise an event to welcome
them back.

In 2014, angry fans pelted the team with
Korean sweets when they returned from the
World Cup in Brazil, where they went out
in the group stage during Hong’s first spell
as coach.
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‘Message to change’

Honghasbeenalightning rod for criticism
since he returned to the job in July 2024, five
months after his predecessor, German World
Cup-winner Jurgen Klinsmann, was axed.

The KFA came under fire for the process
that led to Hong’s reappointment, with
questions asked over its transparency and
fairness.

Hong, who was regularly booed by fans,
did himself no favours at the World Cup by
dropping star player Son for the South Africa
game, in which South Korea needed only a
point to progress.

Hong admitted afterwards that he was
struggling to understand what had gone
wrong, as the nation nervously waited for
results in other games to decide their fate.

Lee Chun-soo, a member of the 2002
World Cup team, said he “felt pathetic and
frustrated rooting for Uzbekistan™ against the
Democratic Republic of Congo in the hope that
the result would send South Korea through.

“This is a message to change,” Lee said

on his YouTube channel.
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“Everyone should be ready to step down.”

South Korean fans reserved a sizeable
chunk of their anger for KFA president
Chung Mong-gyu.

Chung said before the World Cup that he
would quit after the tournament, blaming his
“lack of virtue” following fierce criticism of
his 13-year tenure.

The 65-year-old, who is in his fourth
term as KFA president, came under fire for
trying to pardon former players who were
banned for life for match-fixing.

Chung and Hong might not be the only
ones to bow out, with captain Son yet to
comment on his future.

The skipper, who turns 34 next month,
had previously hinted at retiring from
international football.

Former captain Park said South Korea
needed to learn from the past.

“It’s unfortunate that this kind of cycle
keeps repeating,” he said.

“We must dream of and shape a better
future, and move forward step by step so that
we don’t repeat these mistakes.” —AFP
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South Africa’s goalkeeper Ronwen Williams (back) concedes Canada’s only goal scored by midfielder Stephen Eustaquio
(unseen) during the 2026 World Cup round of 32 match between South Africa and Canada at the Los Angeles Stadium in
Inglewood on Sunday. Coach Jesse Marsch hailed his “Canadian heroes” for making history by reaching the World Cup last 16
on Sunday, describing their upcoming clash with either the Netherlands or Morocco as a “free hit.”

Co-hosts Canada entered this tournament having lost all six games across two previous World Cup appearances, but are now
the first team to reach the second knockout round thanks to a 1-0 win over South Africa. - AFP (More photos on page 16)

Chelsea took the unusual step of issuing a
statement, on the announcement of Maresca’s
appointment, to explain he had informed
them earlier in the season “there might be an
opportunity for him to succeed Pep Guardiola
at the end of the season”.

“In December 2025, our head coach
unexpectedly and abruptly resigned from his
position,” the club added.

“Obviously, we felt let down.”

Premier League glory

Maresca will be tasked with restoring City
to the summit of English football after two
years without the Premier League title.

He has experience of life at City after
spending the 2022-23 season as one of
Guardiola’s assistants, helping them win the
Premier League, Champions League and FA
Cup treble.

The former Juventus and West Brom
midfielder also coached City’s elite
development squad to the ‘Premier League 2’
title in 2020-21.

Maresca added: “This will be my third
spell here. I know this club, I know the
demands and I know the expectations.

“The quality of the people who work here

is what makes it so special, and I want to
thank them for showing faith in my ability.

“I cannot wait to start coaching the players.
I want us to win, play good football and enjoy
the pressure of representing Manchester City.”

Detail orientated

Maresca is back in management after leaving
Chelsea under a cloud on New Year’s Day.

His spell at Chelsea started promisingly as
the Blues finished fourth in the Premier League
and won the UEFA Conference League and
Club World Cup in his first season.

The intensely driven and detail orientated
Maresca had a good relationship with Chelsea
players and Enzo Fernandez and Marc
Cucurella, who has since joined Real Madrid,
both expressed frustration at his departure.

Maresca, who joined Chelsea after
leading Leicester to promotion from the
Championship in 2023-24, is a disciple of
Guardiola, using the Spaniard’s possession-
based philosophy as the template for his own
style of play.

Replicating Guardiola’s success will be
a daunting task for Maresca, who will find a
squad that had been significantly overhauled
over the last 18 months as the club moved on

Man City hire Maresca to start new era after Guardiola

from several of the pillars of their dynastic
title-winning era.

After months of speculation over his
future, Guardiola quit in May, bringing the
curtain down on an iconic decade in charge
of City.

He won the FA Cup and League Cup
in his final season, but second-placed City
finished seven points behind Premier League
champions Arsenal.

It was the second successive year that City
had failed to win the Premier League after
Guardiola led them to the title in six of his
first eight seasons in England.

The 55-year-old Spaniard, who lifted 17
major trophies with City, said he no longer
had the energy to lead the club after 10 years
in Manchester.

City hope Maresca can emulate Arsenal’s
success with Mikel Arteta, another of
Guardiola’s former assistants.

Maresca will look to make a big splash in
the transfer market to herald his arrival.

City have reportedly agreed a club record
deal with Nottingham Forest for England
midfielder Elliot Anderson, whilst they are
also reported to be chasing Bournemouth
forward Eli Junior Kroupi. - AFP
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LONDON — American world number
four Jessica Pegula has slammed the four-
year ban given to former Wimbledon
champion Marketa Vondrousova for
refusing an anti-doping test.

Vondrousova did not submit a sample
when notified by a doping control officer
during an out-of-competition test attempt
at her home in December 2025.

The 27-year-old Czech, who won
Wimbledon in 2023, claimed “months of
physical and mental stress” affected her
decision making, in addition to concerns
for her safety.

Players are required to log their
whereabouts for an allotted hour each day
so that authorities can conduct anti-doping
tests outside of competition.

Vondrousova’s ban has sparked debate
in the tennis world, with Pegula hitting
out at the decision after her Wimbledon
first-round win against Darja Vidmanova
yesterday.

“It’s just really unfortunate. I feel like
for Marketa, I don’t know the ins and outs
of exactly what happened, it seems like

Tour de France ‘ready to adapt’ amid

there’s a lot of ‘he said, she said’ kind of
things going on right now,” Pegula said.

“But I just think for something
like that, for four years, you’re ruining
someone’s career over something that
could have really just been a complete
misunderstanding.

“I just don’t think that’s fair. I think the
sentencing is so harsh.”

Vondrousova, who responded to the ban
by insisting she “never doped”, is believed
to be considering a potential appeal to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport.

“I don’t know if she’s going to appeal
it with CAS or what’s going on. I just think
there has got to be a solution where we’re
not just totally destroying someone’s
career over something where she didn’t
even test positive,” Pegula said.

The severity of  Vondrusova’s
suspension stands in contrast to past bans
handed to reigning Wimbledon champions
Jannik Sinner and Iga Swiatek.

Sinner accepted a three-month ban last
year after reaching an agreement with the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) in 2024.

The Italian had tested positive for the

Pegula slams Vondrousova’s
‘harsh’ doping ban

anabolic steroid clostebol, before being
cleared by an independent tribunal who
determined he was not to blame.

WADA, who had been seeking a
ban of between one and two years for
Sinner, appealed against that decision to
(CAS) before the Italian agreed his short
suspension.

Swiatek took a one-month ban in 2024
after testing positive for a banned substance.

The International Tennis Integrity
Agency accepted that it was caused by
contamination of the regulated non-
prescription ~ medication  melatonin,
manufactured and sold in Poland, which
Swiatek took for jet lag and sleep issues.

“So 1 don’t quite understand the
difference between that and then obviously
what happened with Sinner and Iga. They
justified what the rules were and why it
was the way it was,” Pegula said.

“I don’t think it makes sense to a
person that’s just looking at it common
sense-wise. But I understand there should
be some sort of punishment, because I
know she’s refused to take a test, and that’s
not good either.” —AFP

Japan’s Naomi Osaka warms up ahead of her
women’s singles match on the first day of
the 2026 Wimbledon Championships at The
All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club

in Wimbledon, southwest London, yesterday.
Osaka made a spectacular entrance at
Wimbledon yesterday as she arrived on court
in a kimono-inspired dress.

Osaka has become known for wearing
flamboyant outfits before starting her
matches and the four-time Grand Slam
champion’s Wimbledon costume was eagerly-
awaited.

With fans and photographers crowded
around Court Three prior to her Wimbledon
first-round match against France’s Elsa
Jacquemot, Osaka didn’t disappoint.

To match the All England Club’s strict all-
white dress code, the 28-year-old wore a
kimono-style ceremonial dress decorated
with embroidered cranes and cherry blossom.
Osaka won the match 6-1, 7-5. - AFP

French Open finalist Chwalinska
crashes out of Wimbledon

LONDON - French Open finalist Maja
Chwalinska crashed to a shock Wimbledon first-
round defeat against Thailand’s Mananchaya
Sawangkaew yesterday after suffering an injury on
match point.

Just weeks after her fairytale run as a qualifier at
Roland Garros, Chwalinska was unable to recapture her
clay-court magic on the grass of the All England Club.

The Polish 20" seed, beaten by Mirra Andreeva
in the French Open final, took the first set against
Sawangkaew, but crumbled over the final two sets
as the world number 164 clinched a memorable 2-6,
7-5, 6-2 victory.

Chwalinska said the tie began to slip away from
her when she sustained an ankle injury in a failed
attempt to convert a match point in the second set.

“I fell and I felt my ankle. I wanted to continue, but
it definitely didn’t help me later on,” Chwalinska said.

“It’s Wimbledon. I don’t want to retire in
Wimbledon. I got cramps everywhere. [ don’t take a
huge risk on my health, it’s gonna be okay.

“But, yeah, I think I would have many regrets if
I would retire, so I just wanted to continue.” —AFP

Britain’s Draper forced out of
Wimbledon with arm injury

LONDON - Jack Draper became the second
leading British player to withdraw from Wimbledon
as the former US Open semi-finalist followed Emma
Raducanu out of the tournament.

Draper has suffered a recurrence of an arm injury
and will not be able to face American sixth seed
Taylor Fritz on Centre Court today.

It is the latest fitness setback for the former
world number four, who has played only a handful
of tournaments this year.

Coached by former Grand Slam champion Andy
Murray, the 24-year-old reached the semi-finals of
the Wimbledon warm-up event at Eastbourne last
week in his first tournament since April.

“There have been a lot of painful moments in the
last 12 months but this one is definitely the absolute
worst as there is no greater honour for a British
player than playing at Wimbledon,” Draper said.

Former US Open champion Raducanu pulled out
late on Sunday after scans showed she had suffered
a stress fracture in her right leg.

The 23-year-old, seeded 30", was due to start
her campaign yesterday against Croatia’s Antonia
Ruzic. —AFP

extreme heatwave

l‘»rl' PARIS — Tour de France
'f"{?‘((, organisers said yesterday they
were ready to adapt amid

scorching conditions days before the world’s
most famous cycling race rolls out of Barcelona.

The most severe heatwave ever recorded in
Europe is currently gripping the continent with
concern for riders and the public during the
three-week race which finishes on the Champs-
Elysées in Paris on July 26.

“We will obviously experience high
temperatures during the Tour de France.
Protecting the riders and the public is paramount
for us. The watchword is adaptation,” race
director Christian Prudhomme told AFP.

“For the riders, there is an extreme
temperature protocol established by the
International Cycling Union (UCI) that applies
based on temperature, humidity levels, wind,
and rider speed,” he said.

“It is possible to have additional refreshment
zones. Time limits for elimination can be relaxed
significantly to prevent riders who have fallen
behind from having to exert excessive effort.”

Prudhomme pointed out that “riders are
used to intense heat” with temperatures hitting

up to 42 Celsius in The Tour Down Under in
Australia in early January.

“That said, [ am not talking about ten consec-
utive days at 40 degrees, of course,” he added.

Regarding the spectators lining the route Prud-
homme said they are “in constant contact” with
officials in the regions the race passes through.

“The Tour caravan distributes 2.5 million
hats and 550,000 cans, and we also carry
400,000 litres of bottled water.

“Naturally, prevention and common-sense
advice are crucial, and we will repeat them
tirelessly: people should come with a hat, have
water with them, and pay special attention to
children and the elderly.”

The Tour de France will feature shorter
stages - a maximum of 205 km this year.

Organisers are also favouring more shaded
routes, such as the ascent of the Haag in Alsace
during the July 18 stage.

“(A climb) emblematic of what the Tour
de France of the future might look like,” said
Prudhomme, “bearing in mind that there is,
of course, no question of saying there will be
no more Ventoux, Alpe d’Huez, Galibier, or
Tourmalet”. —AFP

UAE Team Emirates-XRG’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar celebrates as he crosses the finish line
ahead of INEOS Grenadiers’ French rider Dorion Godon (right) during the second stage of the Tour
of Romandie UCI cycling World tour, 173.1 km from Rue to Vucherens, in Vucherens, on April 30.
Defending champion Pogacar will be joined by Isaac del Toro and Adam Yates in his quest for a
record-equalling fifth Tour de France, his UAE team announced yesterday.

In addition to Mexican Del Toro - recent winner of the Tour Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes - and Briton
Yates, his regular mountain lieutenant, the Slovenian superstar’s eight-man team will include
German Nils Politt, Belgian pair Florian Vermeersch and Tim Wellens, Austrian Felix Grossschartner
and American Brandon McNulty. -AFP
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US comedian Jordan Klepper wishes satire
was harder in age of Trump

Paula Ramon

LOS ANGELES - Skewering
the oddities of US President Donald
Trump’s administration and his
devoted American supporters has
made comedian Jordan Klepper
a houschold name in the United
States, as a host of late-night satire
“The Daily Show.”

He just wishes that the president
and his followers wouldn’t make it
SO easy.

“There’s never a shortage of
things to talk about, or characters in
the orbit of Donald Trump to find
humor within, but sometimes the
absurdity lies more with him than
it should,” Klepper told AFP in a
recent interview in Los Angeles.

“I wish it relied a little bit more
on us bringing comedy to the table.
He doesn’t need to work as hard.”

Klepper is part of a revolving
cast on “The Daily Show” who take
a sideways glance at the day’s events.

He frequently goes to Trump
rallies or other events in the Make
America Great Again (MAGA)
sphere, speaking to the faithful
whose belief in the president seems
impervious to facts.

“Donald Trump is a peacetime
president and has never been wrong
about anything, and yet we are in a
war that we were promised not to be
in,” he said, referring to hostilities
with Iran.

“The  Epstein files were
supposed to be released, they are

not, and yet you still have people
who are trumpeting this idea of
Donald Trump: ‘promises made,
promises kept’.”

America’s balkanised media
landscape is a major problem for the
nation, Klepper thinks.

“People live in very different
realities all across this country,
and their realities are reflected by
the news sources that they get, the
friend circles they have, the social
media that they interpret,” he says.

“My job is: Let’s point out that
hypocrisy, have fun with it, hopefully
do it from a place of empathy, but
also a place of true curiosity about
how people can hold certain truths
that defy logic or reality.”

Late night

While US satire has tended
traditionally to be a little tamer than
its European counterpart, a handful of
late-night shows has become redoubts
over the decade-or-so since Trump
came onto the political scene.

The president makes a natural
target for hosts and their teams
of writers, who churn out dense
monologues that often have the dual
purpose of informing an audience
about events they might not have seen
on a traditional news broadcast — all
while mocking the major players.

Trump has repeatedly claimed
the shows are unfair to him, and has
campaigned openly for them to be
taken off the air.

The  80-year-old  declared
victory after Jimmy Kimmel’s show
was briefly suspended last year, and
celebrated after the cancellation of
Stephen Colbert’s “The Late Show”
after three decades on the air.

As linear television shrinks
in importance, many shows have
cultivated audiences online, where
clips can ricochet around the internet
— something Klepper’s made-to-go-
viral encounters benefit from.

The irony of his success coming
from the same systemic design that
traps people in their information
bubbles is not lost on Klepper, 47.

“The algorithm speaks to us all
differently. It whispers in our ears
and tells us the things that we want
to hear,” he says.

“We are products of the
algorithms that get fed to us.”
While Klepper’s interactions

with MAGA faithful are intended
to highlight what he sees as the
inconsistencies in their beliefs, he
tries to treat the people he meets
with respect.

Fundamentally, he says, it comes
down to a conviction that people all
over America — no matter who they
vote for — have more in common
than they often realise.

“I don’t have an answer as to how
this country comes together,” he says.

“But I do know that we are
closer in what we believe and care
about than a lot of the things on our
phone tell us.” —AFP

Performers dressed
as different characters
attend the premiere of
“Minions & Monsters”
at the Dolby Theatre in
Hollywood, California,
on Sunday. “Minions
& Monsters” is a 2026
US animated comedy
film. Produced by
lllumination, it is the
third installment in

the Minions prequel
series and the seventh
installment overall

in the Despicable Me
franchise. -AFP

Princess Catherine completes 3 mountains challenge

LONDON - Britain’s future
queen Princess Catherine climbed
the highest mountains in Scotland,
England and Wales over the
weekend, in an endurance test to
raise money for a cancer charity and
“explore life beyond diagnosis”.

The princess, whose husband is
heir to the throne Prince William,
announced in January 2025 that
she was in remission from cancer,
and has been gradually returning to
public royal duties.

In a social media video posted
late Sunday, Kate revealed that she
had completed the climbs — known
as the Three Peaks Challenge in
Britain — “to give something back”.

“I’'m so grateful to be here,
to be strong enough to walk
these hills,” she said. “But more
importantly it is to give something
back and acknowledge really all the

incredible working going on up and
down this country.”

In another post — accompanied by
a photograph of the princess at one
of the misty summits — Kate wrote a
lengthy message about the feat.

“I have taken on the National
Three Peaks Challenge, not simply
as a physical endeavour but as
a chance to explore life beyond
diagnosis,” she stated.

“Through this challenge, I want
to raise awareness for the deeper
impact of serious illness and the
importance of holistic healthcare.”

The princess climbed Scotland’s
Ben Nevis, England’s Scafell Pike
and Wales’s Snowdon within 24
hours this weekend starting on
Saturday evening, trekking for 37
kilometres and ascending more than
3,000 metres in total.

She was greeted at the end

by her husband William and her
children Prince George, Princess
Charlotte and Prince Louis, as well
as her parents and brother.

Her Kensington Palace office
said it believed the princess was the
first member of the royal family to
complete the challenge.

Kate, 44, revealed in March
2024 that she had been diagnosed
with the unspecified type of cancer
and had begun chemotherapy.

She was treated for the disease at
London’s Royal Marsden Hospital,
with the peaks challenge supporting
The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity
through a specially designed
fundraising page.

The future queen has gradually
resumed official duties in public, in
May carrying out her first overseas
royal visit since the cancer diagnosis
when she travelled to Italy. —AFP
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Comcast says to spin off
NBCUniversal and Sky

TR

COMCAST alis NBCUNIVERSAL

The Comcast NBCUniversal building is pictured in Los Angeles, California, on

November 20, 2024.

PARIS — US cable giant
Comcast said yesterday that it
would spin off its NBCUniversal
and Sky media divisions into
a separate company, aiming to
unlock value as standalone players
in two highly competitive sectors.

The deal comes as studios,
broadcasters and cable operators
are facing unprecedented compe-
tition from streaming companies
in an increasingly fragmented
media landscape.

“As technological innovation,
consumer behaviour and competi-
tive dynamics continue to reshape
both media and communications...
each company will be better posi-
tioned to pursue its own strategic
priorities, invest for growth and
create long-term shareholder value
as independent entities,” the com-
pany said in a statement.

No financial details were
disclosed for what Comcast said
would be a tax-free spin-off, with
shareholders holding shares in

- AFP

each firm upon completion in
“approximately one year”.

Comcast will initially keep a
stake of up to 19.9 percent in the
separate NBCUniversal, which it
subsequently plans to “monetise”
over an unspecified period of time.

Mike Cavanaugh, Comcast’s
co-chief executive, will become
CEO of the new NBCUniversal,
whose assets include the
Universal film and television
studios as well as theme parks,
and the Peacock, Bravo and
Telemundo broadcasters.

Michael Angelakis, a former
chief financial officer at Comcast,
will take over as CEO from the
firm’s other co-CEO Brian Roberts.

Comcast had weighed a bid last
year for Warner Bros Discovery,
the parent company of HBO,
CNN and the Warner Bros. film
studio, which is being bought
by Paramount Skydance after a
bruising bidding war with Netflix.

— AFP

Veteran UK actress Penelope
Keith dies at 86: family

LONDON - Veteran British
actress Penelope Keith, who rose
to fame in the hit 1970s UK sitcom
“The Good Life”, has died aged
86, her family said yesterday.

Keith, who was made a dame in
Britain in 2014, established herself
as a household name through her
decades-spanning comedic roles
on television, in film, radio and
theatre.

peacefully” at home after battling
cancer.

“The family is grateful for the care
and support she received throughout
her treatments,” they said.

Keith’s first major break was as
the snobbish suburbanite Margot
Leadbetter in “The Good Life”,
which earned her a BAFTA award.

She later starred in “To The
Manor Born”, another hit BBC

Her family said she had “died sitcom. —AFP
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South Africa’s
supporters react as they
watch a live broadcast
of the 2026 World Cup
Round of 32 match
against Canada at the
Loftus Versfeld Stadium
in Pretoria, South Africa
on Sunday. - AFP

South Africa’s forward
Thapelo Maseko (left)

and Canada’s goalkeeper
Maxime Crepeau clash
during the 2026 World
Cup Round of 32 match
between South Africa and
Canada at the Los Angeles
Stadium in Inglewood on
Sunday. - AFP

f'\

Fans celebrate after the FIFA World
Cup 2026 Round of 32 match
between Canada and South Africa in
in Vancouver, Canada, on Sunday.
Canada beat South Africa 1-0 in

Los Angeles, the United States on
Sunday, advancing to the round of
16 for the first time ever. - Xinhua

Canada’s defender Richie Laryea (left)
and defender Niko Sigur celebrate
after winning the 2026 World Cup
Round of 32 match against South
Africa at the Los Angeles Stadium in
Inglewood on Sunday. - AFP

Football fans and tourists
dance on the eve of the

2026 World Cup Round of 32
match between Morocco and
the Netherlands in Monterrey,
Mexico on Sunday. - AFP

South Africa’s midfielder Thalente
Mbatha (centre) reacts after
losing the 2026 World Cup Round
of 32 match against Canada

at the Los Angeles Stadium in
Inglewood on Sunday. - AFP




