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Malaysian busted at Macau 
airport smuggling heroin worth 
4.18 million patacas

The Judiciary Police (PJ) have arrested a Malaysian man 
hired by a drug-trafficking syndicate to smuggle heroin via 
the local airport. The seized drugs have an estimated street 
value of 4.18 million patacas.    – Story on p. 6

‘Fingerprints’ of black hole’s 
event horizon detected for !rst 
time

Scientists have detected the “fingerprints” of a black 
hole’s event horizon – the boundary from which nothing 
can escape – for the first time, according to research 
published on Wednesday.                 –  Story on p. 11

Venezuelans trapped alive after 
twin quakes kill at least 188

Desperate Venezuelans battled yesterday to rescue 
loved ones trapped alive beneath the rubble of collapsed 
buildings after two major earthquakes that killed at least 
188 people.

  – Story on p. 12 

Tony Wong
The Macau government 

announced yesterday that from 
today eligible border crossers 
can pass border controls at the 
Qingmao checkpoint and at the 
Macau-Zhuhai checkpoint of the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge 
(HZMB) without having to present 
their travel documents when using 
e-channels where they are now only 
required to pass fingerprint scans 
and facial recognition.

The new measure to be 

implemented at the two Macau-
mainland joint checkpoints from 
today was announced in a joint 
statement by the Public Security 
Police (PSP) and the Macau Public 
Security Forces Affairs Bureau 
(DSFSM) yesterday.

Since early November last 
year, eligible border crossers have 
been able to use e-channels at the 
Macau-mainland joint checkpoint 
on Zhuhai’s Hengqin island 
without having to present their 
travel documents where they are 

only required to pass fingerprint 
scans and facial recognition. The 
Hengqin checkpoint was the first 
Macau-mainland joint checkpoint 
to implement such a measure.

Three of Macau’s land border 
checkpoints with Zhuhai are 
Macau-mainland joint checkpoints, 
where the “joint inspection and one-
time release” system is operating, 
namely the HZMB Macau-Zhuhai 
checkpoint, the Hengqin checkpoint, 
and the Qingmao checkpoint.

While the Hengqin checkpoint 

and the Qingmao checkpoint operate 
24/7, the HZMB Macau-Zhuhai 
checkpoint opens between 8 a.m. and 
10 p.m. Qingmao is a land border 
checkpoint for pedestrians only.

The “joint inspection and one-
time release” model is a joint 
Macau-mainland immigration 
clearance system adopted at Macau-
mainland joint checkpoints where 
border crossers are required to pass 
border controls only once when 
completing their departure and 
arrival formalities.

Travellers can pass all 3 Macau-mainland 
joint checkpoints document-free

Yesterday’s PSP-DSFSM joint 
announcement means that after 
the new function enabling eligible 
border crossers to use e-channels 
without having to present their 
travel documents was launched 
for the Hengqin joint checkpoint 
in early November last year, it has 
now been extended to the other two 
Macau-mainland joint checkpoints, 
namely the HZMB Macau-Zhuhai 
checkpoint and the Qingmao 
checkpoint, starting today.

Before the new function’s 
launch, border crossers, when using 
e-channels, were required to have 
their travel documents scanned first, 
after which they were required to 
pass fingerprint scans and facial 
recognition.

Continued on p.6

This undated handout photo released yesterday shows border crossers using e-channels at the Qingmao joint checkpoint. – Photo: PSP/DSFSM

SAN FRANCISCO – Apple 
said yesterday it was raising prices 
for its MacBook computers, iPad 
tablets and other products, citing 
spiralling memory and storage 
costs sparked by the rise of 
artificial intelligence.

The price hikes – the first 
concrete change stemming from 
outgoing CEO Tim Cook’s repeated 
warnings about rising costs – sent 
Apple shares plummeting more 
than 4.7 percent in morning trade.

On its US website, price 
increases ranged from US$30 to 
US$300. The 14-inch MacBook 
Pro, which once sold for US$1,700, 
now retails for US$2,000, while the 
iPad Air increased from US$600 to 
US$750.

The Apple TV streaming device 
rose from US$130 to US$200.

For now, the price of the iPhone 
– the company’s main source of 
revenue – remained unchanged.

“The rapid expansion of 

AI data centres has created an 
extraordinary surge in demand for 
memory and storage,” an Apple 
spokesperson said in a statement 
sent to multiple media outlets.

“We have never seen a 
component price increase this 
much, this quickly.”

The California-based tech 
giant – which notched an all-time 
revenue record of US$416 billion 
in the last fiscal year – insisted it 
had “shielded our customers from 

these increases so far” but could no 
longer do so.

Last week, Cook set the stage 
when he told The Wall Street 
Journal that price increases were 
“unavoidable.”

“There’s less supply at a time 
when consumers want devices 
and the memory guys are passing 
along huge price increases,” Cook 
said, deeming the spike in prices a 
“hundred-year flood.”

The rapid buildout of AI data 

centres has sent the cost of memory 
chips and RAM skyrocketing – as 
the components are found in nearly 
all electronic devices – with the 
chips undergoing quarterly price 
increases of at least 50 percent 
since late 2025.

It will fall to John Ternus to 
handle the fallout at Apple – he 
will succeed Cook as CEO on 
September 1, just days before 
the new generation of iPhones is 
unveiled.    – AFP

Apple raises prices for MacBooks and iPads, as costs soar over AI
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Profile by Andreia Costa

He leads more than 500 
employees, has not spent Christmas 
at home for 25 years, and at Grantley 
Hall in England he even controls 
how cars are aligned in the car park 
– down to the millimetre.

Long before he became general 
manager of one of the United 
Kingdom’s most luxurious hotels, 
however, Nuno César de Sá was a 
young man walking the corridors 
of the Mandarin Oriental in Macao, 
quietly observing what makes 
guests happy.

Born on 21 August 1973 in 
Mozambique, he lived there for 
only a year. After Portugal’s 
Carnation Revolution in April 1974, 
his family returned to Portugal – 
but not for long. Macao became the 
next chapter.

Following his parents’ separa-
tion, Nuno divided his life between 
Portugal and Asia. Portugal in the 
1970s and 1980s felt relatively 
closed; Macao was international and 
dynamic, exposing him early to a 
world of refinement and hospitality.

“At that time, few people 
travelled,” he recalls. “To get to 
Macao we went Lisbon–London 
or Paris, then Paris–Tel Aviv, Tel 
Aviv–Bombay, then Bangkok and 
Hong Kong. From Hong Kong, you 
took a four-hour boat to Macao.”

A fascination with service
His father was a member of the 

Mandarin Oriental, and Nuno spent 
countless hours there.

“I saw how much people 
enjoyed being in hotels. I became 
curious about what made them so 
happy.”

At 15, during his father’s 
birthday party – catered by the hotel 
for nearly 100 guests – while others 
celebrated in the living room, he 
stayed in the kitchen with the chefs, 
fascinated by the choreography 
of service and logistics. That 
fascination never left him.

His father, the journalist Gonçalo 
César de Sá, insisted he finish school 
before pursuing hospitality. After 
completing secondary education, 
Nuno enrolled at the Glion Institute 
of Higher Education in Switzerland. 
Before that, he had studied in 
Portugal and delivered pizzas in 
Lisbon to earn money.

Arriving at Glion, he felt he had 
found his direction.

“I called my parents after two 
days and told them I was going 
to get the best grades. It was the 
first time I felt completely in my 
element.”

An internship in the south 
of France sharpened his French; 
another brought him back to Macao 
– and back to the Mandarin Oriental.

“In those six months I worked 
like crazy. I started emptying trash 
bins. I worked in the kitchens, at 
reception, and cleaning rooms.”

After graduating, he backpacked 
across Eastern Europe before 
returning once more to Macao. 
There, he spent seven demanding 
years at the Mandarin Oriental, 
often working 80 to 90 hours a week. 
He joined the food and beverage 
department, organised banquets for 
more than 3,000 guests – including 
events surrounding the 1999 
handover of Macao to China – and 
visited other Mandarin properties 
in Manila and Hong Kong to refine 
his understanding of international 
standards.

Macao did not just employ him. 
It shaped him.

A chance meeting
In the summer of 1999, while 

returning to Macao after a holiday 
in Lisbon, he stopped over in 
Manchester. At the airport, he began 
speaking to a young woman seated 
beside him.

“She was reading a book about 
Africa and I told her I had been born 
there. We talked for three hours. She 
was going to Africa on vacation and 
I was returning to Macao.”

Two days later, he called his 
mother: “I’ve met the person I’m 
going to marry.”

Rebecca, a teacher in England, 
would soon become his wife. 
After months of long-distance 
correspondence and visits – 
including a memorable arrival 
by helicopter and Rolls-Royce in 
Macao – he proposed after just 18 
days together in Asia.

On the verge of becoming 
director of the Mandarin Oriental in 
Surabaya, Indonesia, Nuno made a 
radical decision.

“I sold everything and arrived 
in England with a backpack, some 
money in the bank, and nothing else.”

The couple set a wedding date 
two years ahead and travelled 
extensively before settling in North 
Yorkshire. Nuno sent out three CVs. 
Three job offers followed – including 
one from Rudding Park, the hotel 
where they planned to marry.

He accepted. At the time, 
Rudding Park employed 60 people. 
During his tenure, it grew to 350 
employees, adding golf courses and 
multiple restaurants.

Managing in England, he 
discovered, differed sharply from 
managing in Asia.

“In Asia, you tell people to 

do something and they do it. In 
England, you ask and half say 
no. It requires much more people 
management.”

He began recruiting Portuguese 
workers, eventually bringing 150 
to England. He spotted talent 
instinctively – once noticing a 
young employee in the Algarve 
carefully protecting croissants from 
birds. The young man later worked 
for him in England for five years.

“I walk into a room with 200 people 
and know who is happy and who isn’t. 
Most of my time is spent walking 
around, checking on my staff.”

Creating a legacy
About a decade ago, he heard 

of a ruined property acquired by 
Valeria Sykes*, who invested 
approximately €140 million 
(US$159 million) to transform 
Grantley Hall into what she hoped 
would become the best hotel in the 
world – not merely profitable, but a 
legacy for the region.

The hotel opened in 2020. When 
Nuno stayed there as a guest, he was 
stunned.

“It felt like an Asian hotel, 
where no expense is spared. The 
best glassware, the best stationery – 
you can feel the luxury.”

Three years later, after a 
demanding interview process, he 
became general manager. The first 
months were relentless.

“I worked like crazy and every 
day I thought I’d be fired.”

He restructured departments, 
improved staff facilities, and 
removed the imposing desk from 
his closed office.

“A leader has to be among 
people.”

Today he oversees 540 
employees from 60 nationalities. 
The hotel features six restaurants, 
including one with a Michelin star 
employing 80 chefs. He has not 
spent Christmas at home in 25 years.

“How could I stay home while 
my team works? Clients are paying 
what they pay. It’s impossible.”

His attention to detail borders 
on obsession. Cars in the car 
park are aligned by colour and 
distance. A single mark on a wall is 
unacceptable.

“If there’s one bird dropping in 
the garden, that’s what the guest 
will see.”

Guests arrive by helicopter – 
sometimes up to nine in a single 
day – and by private jet. Half return. 
His team once retrieved a groom’s 
forgotten wedding shoes from three 
hours away, arriving five minutes 
before the ceremony.

“Everything is possible. We just 
need money – and time.”

The screen and the future
In 2025, Channel 5 filmed four 

episodes of Yorkshire’s Poshest 
Hotel: Grantley Hall. The series 
premiered with half a million 
viewers. Reservations rose by 146 
per cent, and the hotel’s website 
received around 350,000 visits in 
the first month. An international 
release may follow.

“But the television show is just a 
show,” he says. “I’m a hotelier. My 
obsession is making guests happy.”

Each day he drives 30 minutes 
through the Yorkshire countryside to 
work. He runs marathons, cycles in 
the mountains, and cooks at home. 
Extended holidays rarely work.

“After three days, I don’t know 
what to do with myself.”

While on holiday in the 
Maldives, he found himself training 
staff by day four.

“I need to channel my energy.”
Recently, he boarded a flight 

and was welcomed by the pilot – 
who had once worked for him as a 
coffee attendant.

At home, awards line the walls. 
In 2026, he was named among the 
Most Influential Figures in the 
Luxury Hospitality Sector. Yet his 
ambition remains unchanged.

“I won’t stop until I have the 
best hotel in the world.”

And in many ways, the discipline 
behind that ambition was forged 
decades ago – in Macao.

N.B. Excerpts from an interview 
with the Portuguese online 
newspaper Observador

AI-assisted translation from 
Portuguese, edited by the Post.

Photos courtesy of Observador

* Valeria Sykes is a Yorkshire-
born entrepreneur, hospitality leader, 
and arts patron best known for her 
visionary restoration of Grantley 
Hall into one of the premier luxury 
destinations in England. - Gemini

From Macao to Yorkshire: Nuno César de Sá and 
the Pursuit of the Perfect Hotel

Undated photo of Nuno César de Sá, 
general manager of Grantley Hall, one of 
the UK’s most luxurious hotels.

Nuno César de Sá (centre, seated) checks his smartphone during last year’s filming 
of a series about Grantley Hall for Channel 5 in the UK, which will be released in the 
US soon.

This undated file photo shows a bird’s-eye view of Grantley Hall in North Yorkshire. These undated file photos show some 
of the luxurious interior features of the 
five-star hotel. 
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Khalel Vallo
The Chinese mainland’s independent 

publishing and creative market brand 
BIGGER Art Fair made its Macau debut 
yesterday, bringing more than 20 artists, 
illustrators, designers and independent 
publishers to Macau Fisherman’s Wharf as 
part of the broader “Flip Macau: A Dialogue 
of Design & Community” event. 

Held at Macau Fisherman’s Wharf’s 
AfriKana in Nape, the four-day BIGGER 
Art Fair Macau Special Edition has gathered 
creators from Macau, the Chinese mainland 
and overseas, providing visitors with a 
platform to explore independent publications, 
handcrafted products, illustrations and 
contemporary design works. 

The fair forms part of “Flip Macau: 
A Dialogue of Design & Community”, 
organised by the Macau Overseas Design 
Student Association (MODSA). The wider 
programme also includes community 
aesthetics and intangible heritage exhibitions, 
alongside talks, workshops and guided tours. 

Addressing the opening ceremony, 
BIGGER Art Fair Planning Director Justin 
Yau (姚澤斌) said the event prioritises 
artists’ ideas and creative expression. “The 
culture of BIGGER Art Fair is to make the 
ideas of artists more important”, Yau said, 
adding that the fair also serves as a platform 
to introduce more artistic drives to Macau 
while creating opportunities to showcase 
local works in cities across the Chinese 
mainland. 

Among the exhibitors is Marina, 23, who 
studied in New York. Her booth, titled “Moodit 
Studios”, features handmade ceramics and 
candles inspired by circular forms.

“I’ve always been fascinated by anything 
that’s round or circular because they feel 
really soft and balanced,” Marina said, 
adding that she launched Moodit Studios in 
2020 and began working with ceramics last 
year. In order to prepare for the art fair, she 
spent most of June producing works and 
building the booth following her graduation 
in New York earlier this month. 

Meanwhile, 29-year-old Chris’s booth, 
named “Botanique Cabinet”, showcased 
preserved plant specimens collected from 
different locations and transformed into 
framed artworks and bookmarks. Chris 
said the concept originated from a desire to 
preserve fleeting moments of natural beauty. 
“We sometimes buy flowers and put them 

in a vase for a few days. This is basically 
doing the same thing, but for a much longer 
time period”, she said, noting that all of the 
plants displayed were collected this year. 
She described the collection as preserving 
this year’s memories

Another exhibitor, Kay, 27, who 
studied in the UK, presented collage-based 
artworks, postcards and risograph* prints. 
Kay said many of her works originated from 
illustration challenges and personal projects 
centred on healing and self-expression. 

Kay said she began participating in art 
fairs and selling artwork in 2020, adding 
that many of her creations are inspired by 
messages she wants to share with friends 
and family.

Running until Sunday, BIGGER Art 
Fair’s first Macau edition provides a 
platform for independent creators to connect 
with local audiences while highlighting the 
growing role of creative markets in the city’s 
cultural landscape. 

*The risograph is a high-speed digital 
duplicator developed in Japan in 1980 by the 
Riso Kagaku Corporation. Often described 
as a cross between a photocopier and a 
screen printer, it is widely used by artists, 
zine-makers and independent publishers 
for its vibrant spot colours, eco-friendly 
soy-based inks and tactile aesthetic. A zine-
maker is someone who creates zines –short 
for “magazines” or “fanzines.” - Gemini

BIGGER Art Fair debuts in Macau, spotlighting indie creators

BIGGER Art Fair Planning Director Justin Yau 
(姚澤斌) addresses yesterday’s eponymous 
four-day event at Macau Fisherman’s Wharf’s 
AfriKana in Nape.          – Photos: Khalel Vallo A visitor checks out Kay’s booth at the art fair in Nape yesterday. 
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Khalel Vallo
Two flagship “Wynn Signature” events have received 

international marketing recognition, with the Wynn Signature 
Chinese Wine Awards and Wynn Signature – Hypercar Exhibition 
earning accolades at The Drum Awards for Marketing APAC 2026 
and the 26th IAI Awards, according to a statement by Wynn on 
Tuesday. 

According to Wynn, the awards highlight the integrated resort 
operator’s branding and marketing capabilities while reinforcing 
the international profile of its lifestyle-focused “Wynn Signature” 
platform. 

APAC stands for “Asia Pacific” while IAI stands for 
“International Advertising Institute”.

At the 26th IAI Awards, one of China’s major advertising and 
brand marketing competitions, the “Wynn Signature – Hypercar 
Exhibition” received a Bronze Award in the Integrated Marketing 
category, the statement said, adding that the “Wynn Signature 
Chinese Wine Awards” earned an Excellence Award in the same 
category. 

The statement said that the Hypercar Exhibition has evolved 
beyond a traditional motor show by bringing together rare hypercars 
and luxury brands, noting that the latest edition featured several 
Asia-exclusive vehicle debuts and cross-industry collaborations. 

A hypercar is an ultra-high-performance vehicle that represents 
the absolute pinnacle of automotive engineering, design, and 
performance.

Meanwhile, the Wynn Signature Chinese Wine Awards event, 
launched in 2024, aims to promote Chinese wines internationally 
under the theme of “International Standards, Chinese Ingenuity”, the 
statement said, adding that the competition combines international 
judging standards with a multi-channel promotional strategy to 
help Chinese wineries expand their global visibility and reputation.

The Chinese Wine Awards also received further recognition at 
The Drum Awards for Marketing APAC 2026, securing a Silver 
Award in the PR category and a Bronze Award in the Disruption 
Award category*, according to the statement. 

Now in its third year, the competition seeks to connect Chinese 
wineries with international markets through global promotion, 
integrated marketing initiatives, and cross-sector partnerships, 
the statement underlined, pointing out that the platform has 
helped award-winning wines enter fine-dining venues and access 
international distribution networks. 

The statement said the continued recognition of its “Wynn 
Signature” events demonstrated the effectiveness of its premium 
event branding and integrated marketing approach, adding that it 
will continue advancing its “Tourism+” strategy through cross-
industry collaborations while supporting Macau’s development as 
a World Centre of Tourism and Leisure.

* In the context of The Drum Awards for Marketing APAC 2026, 
the Disruption Award belongs to a special subset of categories 
designed to celebrate “inspiring outcomes”.  Specifically, this award 
recognises marketing teams and campaigns that actively challenge 
the status quo, buck industry trends, and use unconventional, 
groundbreaking ideas to achieve massive success. – Gemini 

This 2025 image provided by Wynn on Tuesday shows the “Wynn Signature 

– Hypercar Exhibition” which was held at Wynn Palace in Cotai.

Wynn Signature events 
earn int’l marketing 
awards for wine, 
hypercar campaigns 

This photo provided by Sands China earlier this week shows crowds attending last month’s Global Gaming 

Expo Asia 2026 (G2E Asia 2026).

Rui Pastorin
Integrated resort operator Sands China has drawn 

over 15.7 million MICE visits from around the world 
since 2007, the integrated resort operator said in a 
statement earlier this week.

The statement, which highlighted its efforts in 
driving MICE development to advance Macau’s 
economic diversification, said that the company has 
hosted close to 12,800 MICE events across a broad 
spectrum of global industries, noting that since opening 
The Venetian Macao in 2007 and establishing the Cotai 
Expo, Macau’s largest MICE facility, it laid “a solid 
foundation for the city’s international competitiveness 
in the MICE industry”, remaining “steadfast in 
advancing non-gaming development, driving Macau’s 
MICE sector to evolve from an emerging industry into 
a high-growth pillar”.

The statement said that currently, Sands China’s 
total MICE facilities span over 1.6 million square feet.

The statement added that the company believes 
MICE serves as a “powerful economic multiplier”, while 
highlighting “strong international connectivity” that 
allows it to attract a raft of international business travellers 

and professionals. In this regard, the statement highlighted 
that in 2025, the company recorded 380,000 room nights 
by international guests across its integrated resorts.

“Sands China has long played a proactive role in 
promoting the [MICE] industry’s advancement. It has 
leveraged its world-class integrated resorts to enhance 
Macau’s capacity and competitiveness in hosting large-
scale international MICE events, successfully attracting a 
wide range of globally influential, high-value conferences 
and exhibitions to the city”, the statement noted.

Sands China Chief Executive Officer and Executive 
Director Grant Chum Kwan Lock was quoted by the 
statement as highlighting the company’s pivotal role in 
developing Macau’s MICE industry.

Chum pointed out: “Looking ahead, Sands China 
will continue to align closely with the Macau SAR 
government’s ‘Tourism+’ policy. Through the continued 
strengthening of synergies across non-gaming sectors, 
our company endeavours to further elevate Macau’s 
global competitiveness and appeal, while supporting 
the development of its diversified economy, and 
remains committed to consolidating the city’s position 
as a World Centre of Tourism and Leisure.”

Rui Pastorin 
Galaxy Entertainment Group’s (GEG) hotel brands 

and MICE facilities have again achieved strong 
performances under the EarthCheck* certification 
programme, the integrated resort operator said in a 
statement yesterday, being the “integrated tourism and 
leisure enterprise in Macau with the highest number of 
EarthCheck certifications”.

Achieving the certification for the 10th consecutive 
year was Banyan Tree Macau, advancing to Platinum 
Certification this year and becoming the first hotel in 
Macau to achieve this distinction. Galaxy Hotel was 
also upgraded to Gold Certification, the statement said.

Receiving the EarthCheck Silver Certification, 
meanwhile, were Capella at Galaxy Macau, which 
launched this year, Raffles at Galaxy Macau, Andaz 
Macau, Hotel Okura Macau and the Galaxy International 
Convention Centre.

A certificate presentation ceremony was recently 
held at Banyan Tree, with the event having included 
guests and representatives from the hotel operator, the 
government and EarthCheck. 

The statement quoted Principal Consultant – 

Destination, Strategy and Insight of EarthCheck, Natasha 
Montesalvo, as saying: “The EarthCheck certifications 
achieved across GEG’s various hotel brands and facilities 
demonstrate that its environmental management and 
sustainability practices meet international standards. 
These milestones also reflect GEG’s continued progress 
in advancing sustainable development, setting a strong 
benchmark for the industry.”

Stuart Deeson, senior vice president of hotels of GEG 
Macau, was quoted as saying: “GEG’s receipt of multiple 
internationally recognised EarthCheck certifications, 
including Macau’s first Platinum Certification, serves as 
a strong endorsement of our longstanding commitment 
to sustainability and green operations. Looking ahead, 
we will continue to leverage innovative technologies and 
systematic management to drive our low-carbon transition, 
contributing to the development of a greener Macau.”

*EarthCheck is the world’s leading scientific 
benchmarking, certification and advisory group 
for sustainable travel and tourism. It helps tourism 
businesses and destinations become more sustainable 
through certification, consulting, training and software 
solutions.  -Source: EarthCheck website

GEGGEG achieves strong performance  achieves strong performance 
in EarthCheck certification programmein EarthCheck certification programme

Sands ChinaSands China has drawn over  has drawn over 
15.7 million MICE visits since 200715.7 million MICE visits since 2007
Sands China has drawn over
15.7 million MICE visits since 2007

Senior Vice President 

of Hotels at GEG 

Macau Stuart Deeson 

(right) receives a 

certificate on behalf of 
Galaxy Entertainment 

Group from Natasha 

Montesalvo, principal 

consultant – 

Destination, Strategy 

and Insight of 

EarthCheck, during the 

EarthCheck Certificates 
Presentation Ceremony 

at Banyan Tree Macau 

recently. – Photo: GEG
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Interview by Armindo Neves
Marking today’s International 

Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking, the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) will host a special event 
to commemorate the occasion and 
launch the 2026 UNODC World 
Drug Report at 1 p.m. local time at 
the UN headquarters in New York.

Ahead of the launch, the Post 
interviewed Lao Chin Soi, general 
secretary of the Christian New Life 
Fellowship (Macau), early this month 
at the organisation’s headquarters on 
Estrada Nova da Ilha Verde (青洲新
馬路), to discuss Macau’s shifting 
landscape of drug abuse

Covert spread of new 
synthetic drugs

“With dramatic changes in both 
the social environment and the drug 
market, Macau’s anti-drug efforts 
are now facing unprecedented 
challenges related to concealment”, 
Lao, who holds a master’s degree in 
Clinical Psychology, said.

He said that although the 2025 
report from the Macau Central 
Registry System for Drug Addicts 
shows a drop of about 10 percent in 
registered drug abusers – with the 
average age climbing to 42.9 years 
old – frontline experience suggests 
these figures mask a massive, 
hidden iceberg of unreported abuse.

Lao underlined that many young 
users are now using modern devices, 
such as e-cigarettes, to consume 
drugs in private spaces. Because 
they bypass law enforcement 
detection, a dangerous blind spot 
has emerged in official data, he said, 
warning that the real scale of youth 
addiction must not be ignored.

Evolution of the drug 
market

Lao said that when his 
group was established in 1996, 
it primarily provided live-in 
rehabilitation treatment services 

for heroin addicts. However, by 
2016, the widespread availability 
of methadone substitution therapy 
led to a significant drop in live-in 
treatment admissions.

His organisation then adapted 
its approach to the new situation 
by pivoting entirely to community-
based rehabilitation counselling. 
Through its affiliated units, WePoint 
and The S.Y. Tribe, it now provides 
overnight outreach services and 
community-based treatment.

What is overnight 
outreach?

Overnight outreach involves 
social workers actively entering 
the community during late-night 
hours to engage with vulnerable 
youths in the streets. The service 
aims to provide immediate crisis 
intervention, emotional support, 
and counselling to steer them away 
from drugs and crime.

Reflecting on the history of local 
drug trends, Lao pointed out that 
drug syndicates aggressively mirror 
corporate marketing tactics. Around 
2003, responding to the local disco 
craze, young people predominantly 
used ecstasy. Subsequently, 
laughing gas (nitrous oxide), cough 
syrup, ketamine, and crystal meth 
(ice) emerged in waves.

In recent years, dealers have 
begun mixing animal tranquillisers 
or prescription medications – such 
as sleeping pills and inhalants – to 
manufacture new synthetic drugs, 
whilst also aggressively promoting 
cannabis.

Lao specifically noted that 
biased marketing messages from 
countries where cannabis has 
been legalised have misled local 
youth and overseas students. Many 
adolescents fall into the trap of 
believing they are smart enough to 
control their use without becoming 
addicted.

“It is like a frog in slowly heating 
water”, Lao warned. “Before they 

know it, they have sunk deep into 
addiction.”

E-cigarettes: a breeding 
ground for concealment

When asked about the biggest 
hurdle in contemporary anti-
drug work, Lao singled out “the 
concealment of tools and venues”.

The 2025 Central Registry report 
confirms that most drug use now 
occurs in hidden, private settings 
like friends’ homes or hotel rooms. 
Furthermore, the rise of e-cigarettes 
has provided the perfect cover for 
consuming new substances, such as 
cannabis oil and etomidate – locally 
known as “space oil”.

Lao pointed out that Hong Kong 
has already enacted a total ban 
on e-cigarettes, whereas Macau’s 
current system of issuing minor 
fines is largely ineffective when 
vaping occurs behind closed doors.

Given that medical science has 
established the carcinogenic risks 
of e-cigarettes, and considering 
how easily they are repurposed for 
illicit drug consumption, Lao urged 

all sectors of civil society to close 
this legal loophole and push for a 
blanket ban at the source. This, he 
argued, would protect the younger 
generation and prevent frontline 
workers from being trapped in a 
passive game of “cat and mouse”.

Systemic failures and 
family dynamics

Addressing the seemingly 
“ageing” demographic of local 
drug users, Lao clarified that older 
addicts are simply more visible 
within the registry system. Younger 
users remain deeply hidden due to 
the stigma and fear of disclosure

He urged the community 
to take a closer look at the 
marginalisation of young people 
in the post-COVID-19 pandemic 
era. This includes rising school 
dropout rates and shifts from 
formal to non-formal education. 
Furthermore, following recent 
structural adjustments in Macau’s 
gaming industry, vulnerable youths 
lacking a steady income are being 
exploited by criminal syndicates to 

engage in cross-border smuggling 
or drug trafficking for easy money. 

Lao stressed that drug abuse is 
no longer just a substance issue, 
but a deep-seated psychological 
and systemic problem. “Behind 
rebellious behaviour and substance 
abuse often lie hidden childhood 
wounds or a lack of warmth within 
the family”, he said.

A call to action for 
schools and parents

Educational Reform: Lao 
suggested schools reduce their singular 
focus on elite academic streaming and 
instead provide alternative pathways 
– such as music, sport, and crafts 
– to give non-traditional students a 
sense of immediate achievement and 
validation.

Parental Engagement: He 
advised parents to better understand 
their children’s emotional needs, 
noting that modern families 
face severe friction from shift-
work schedules, over-reliance on 
domestic helpers, and the disconnect 
of grandparent-led parenting.

Breaking the Stigma: Parents 
must abandon authoritarian scolding, 
listen actively, and ensure the home 
is a safe haven. Lao urged families 
not to refuse professional help out 
of a misplaced desire to avoid airing 
“domestic shame” publicly. “Care 
can break the vicious cycle of drug 
proliferation”, Lao said. 

To lower barriers for families 
in distress, the Christian New Life 
Fellowship launched online outreach 
services in 2019, allowing worried 
parents and youths to securely 
connect with social workers.

“Drug prevention is a long-term 
battle of wits and strength against 
drug dealers”, Lao concluded. “Only 
by seamlessly integrating robust 
legislation, strict law enforcement, 
frontline counselling, and proactive 
family education can we completely 
break the vicious cycle of drug 
proliferation.” 

Christian New Life Fellowship (Macau) General Secretary Lao Chin Soi poses with 

the organisation’s Chinese-language book, “History of Drug Rehabilitation in Macau” 

at its headquarters on Estrada Nova da Ilha Verde early this month.    

                     – Photo: Armindo Neves

Care can break vicious cycle of drug proliferation: psychologist

Armindo Neves
Post and Telecommunications 

Bureau (CTT) Acting Director 
Lao Lan Wa announced yesterday 
that Macau will host its first-ever 
Specialised World Stamp Exhibition 
which begins today.

Lao made the remarks at the 
Venetian Macao’s Cotai Expo 
alongside Prakob Chirakiti, president 
of the Fédération Internationale 
de Philatélie (FIP), Huo Hui Xiao, 
general director of the Macau 
Philatelic Association, and Abdulla 
Khoory, director of the FIP. Both 
FIP representatives are serving as 
consultants for the exhibition.

According to Lao, the exhibition 
is not only a milestone in Macau’s 
philatelic history but also an 
important window through which 
to showcase the city’s vitality 
and unique character to the world 
– a place where Chinese culture 
is the mainstream yet coexists 
harmoniously with diverse cultures. 
Lao noted that the exhibition features 
around 1,500 frames of “precious 

competitive philatelic exhibits”, 
alongside more than 40 sales booths 
from postal administrations and 
stamp dealers from around the globe.

Lao added that the event features 
a “Rare Stamp Zone” displaying 
items from the collection of the China 
National Postage Stamp Museum. 
It also includes the “Exhibition of 
Original Macau Stamp Archives”, 
which showcases the original design 
files and hand-drawn sketches of 
several classic Macau stamp issues. 
This zone aims to offer the public a 
glimpse into the creative inspiration 
and artistic journeys of the designers 
behind each stamp, Lao said, adding 
that the exhibition will run for six 
days, ending next Wednesday. 

Chirakiti said in a speech that 
the exhibition marks the very first 
time an FIP-patronised World Stamp 
Exhibition is being hosted by Macau 
since the founding of the Federation 
exactly a century ago in France in 
1926. He expressed his strong belief 
that the exhibition will be a “historic 
success”.

Chirakiti also noted that the 
organising committee is hosting 
the 78th FIP Congress in Macau, 
anchoring a global celebration of the 
FIP Centenary.

In his speech, Khoory said that 
the exhibition is far more than a 
display of rare stamps and postal 
history, adding that it is a celebration 
of human heritage, cultural diversity, 
and the power of stamps to tell 
the stories of nations and connect 
people across borders. He added that 
through the exhibition, Macau once 
again demonstrates its unique role 
as a bridge between cultures and a 
meeting place where tradition and 
modernity coexist.

Meanwhile, Huo said in his 
address that the Macao 2026 
Specialized World Stamp Exhibition 
is the largest event organised by 
his association since its founding 
in 1980. Huo said he believes that 
once the exhibition concludes, 
philatelic activities in Macau will 
enter a completely new phase of 
development. 

Macau Post and Telecommunications Bureau (CTT) Acting Director Lao Lan Wa 

(second from right), FIP Director Abdulla Khoory (second from left), Fédération 

Internationale de Philatélie (FIP) President Prakob Chirakiti (left) and Macau 

Philatelic Association General Director Huo Hui Xiao, pose with the CTT mascot 

“Tong Tong” in front of the CTT booth at the Macao 2026 Specialized World 

Stamp Exhibition at Cotai Expo yesterday. The exhibition opens today.   

             – Photo: Armindo Neves

Macau hosts its !rst-ever Specialised World Stamp Exhibition starting today
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Rui Pastorin
CURB – Center for Architecture and 

Urbanism has assumed the presidency and 
responsibility for leading the Greater Bay 
Area Urban Design Alliance (GBAUDA), 
a collaborative platform for urban design 
professionals, for the next two years, taking over 
from the Urban Planning Society of Shenzhen.

The announcement was made in a 
statement yesterday by the Macau-based non-
profit, which noted that a handover ceremony 
was held at their headquarters to formally 
mark the leadership change.

The alliance, according to the statement, 
is a collaborative platform for urban design 
professionals and was established to “foster 
dialogue, collaboration, and innovation 
in urban design and planning” among 
professional institutions across the GBA. 

These are namely CURB, a founding member, 
the Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design, 
Guangzhou Urban Planning Association, 
Urban Planning Society of Shenzhen, and 
Zhuhai Planning Exploration and Design 
Industry Association.

The statement said that the moment 
marked “a significant milestone” for both 
CURB, headed by president Nuno Soares, 
an architect and urbanist, and Macau. 
Moreover, this places Macau “at the centre 
of a regional network dedicated to advancing 
urban design excellence and interdisciplinary 
collaboration”, the statement noted, with 
CURB to work closely with partner 
organisations on “a clear agenda to enhance 
people’s quality of life through vibrant public 
spaces and actively contribute to urban 
design” across the major GBA cities. 

Guests and representatives, including CURB – Center for Architecture and Urbanism President Nuno 

Soares (centre, front row), pose during yesterday’s ceremony at the Macau-based non-profit institution’s 
headquarters.                        – Photo: CURB

CURB assumes presidency of 
GBA Urban Design Alliance

Travellers can pass all 
3 Macau-mainland joint 

checkpoints document-free
Continued from p.1

Now, border crossers, when using 
e-channels at any of the three Macau-
mainland joint checkpoints, do not have to 
have their travel documents scanned. Instead, 
they are now only required to pass fingerprint 
scans and facial recognition.

Border crossers using the three Macau-
mainland joint checkpoints’ e-channels can 
choose to continue presenting their travel 
documents instead of using the new function.

The new function covers Macau residents 
(including non-Chinese nationals), Hong 
Kong permanent residents (including 
non-Chinese nationals), mainlanders, and 
residents of China’s Taiwan region. However, 
yesterday’s PSP-DSFSM joint statement 
noted, the function does not cover Taiwan 
residents for the Qingmao checkpoint as 
only Macau residents, Hong Kong permanent 
residents, and mainlanders can use this 
checkpoint, i.e., this checkpoint is not open to 
Taiwan residents, and foreign nationals who 
are neither Macau nor Hong Kong residents.

The statement noted that only those aged 
14 or over are eligible to use the function at 
the three Macau-mainland joint checkpoints’ 
e-channels.

Those wishing to use the new function 
are required to register first. Those aged 

18 or over, according to the statement, can 
choose to register for the new function 
at any of the three Macau-mainland joint 
checkpoints’ e-channels when having their 
travel documents scanned there while passing 
border controls. Next time, they can use the 
e-channels without having to have their travel 
documents scanned. Alternatively, they can 
choose not to register for the new function, in 
which case they will be required to continue 
presenting their travel documents every time 
they go through the e-channels.

Those aged between 14 and 17, according 
to the statement, are required to visit one of 
the various PSP service points, including 
those at the three Macau-mainland joint 
checkpoints, with their parents to register for 
the new function. Afterwards, they are still 
required to do the same step as those aged 18 
or over in order to use the new function.

According to yesterday’s statement, those 
who have completed the registration at an 
e-channel in any of the three Macau-mainland 
joint checkpoints can use the function 
when using e-channels at any of the three 
checkpoints.

Consequently, those who have already been 
using the function at the Hengqin checkpoint 
can now directly use it at any of the other two 
Macau-mainland joint checkpoints. 

Tony Wong
The Judiciary Police (PJ) have arrested a 

24-year-old Malaysian man hired by a drug-
trafficking syndicate to smuggle heroin via 
the local airport. The seized drugs have an 
estimated street value of 4.18 million patacas.

The suspect, surnamed Muhammad, had 
been promised a total of 6,000 patacas by the 
gang on the condition that he successfully 
smuggled the heroin to its final destination.

The heroin was concealed inside 49 tuna 
tins found in his luggage.

PJ spokesman Ho Ka Weng announced 
details of the case during a special press 
conference at the PJ headquarters in Zape 
yesterday. The suspect told PJ officers that 
he works as a labourer.

Through intelligence analysis combined 
with risk assessment, PJ officers identified 
Muhammad as a suspicious passenger on a 
flight arriving in Macau from a Southeast 
Asian country last Saturday night. In 
cooperation with the Macau Customs 
Service and the Public Security Police 
(PSP), PJ officers intercepted him as he 
collected his luggage, which contained 49 
packs of tuna spread and crackers.

None of the 49 tuna tins in the packs 
actually contained fish; instead, they were 
filled with a white powder suspected to 

be illicit drugs, which subsequent testing 
confirmed to be heroin. Including packaging, 
the seized heroin weighed a total of 2,987 
grammes.

Under questioning, the Malaysian man 
admitted to the drug trafficking offence. 
Muhammad told the police that he had been 
introduced to the drug-trafficking syndicate 
by a friend.

He was initially instructed to smuggle the 
heroin to a “neighbouring region” via Macau. 
Upon successfully bringing the drugs into 
Macau, he was supposed to wait for further 
instructions from the gang regarding the next 
steps to reach the final destination.

Before arriving in Macau, his itinerary 
began in Malaysia and took him through two 
other Southeast Asian countries.

PJ officers were still tracing the origin 
of the heroin at the time of yesterday 
afternoon’s press conference.

The spokesman stated that the suspect 
was transferred to the Public Prosecutions 
Office (MP) on Monday to face a drug 
trafficking charge. He has been remanded in 
custody.

The spokesman underlined that drug 
trafficking is a serious crime in Macau, 
pointing out that offenders face a prison 
term of up to 15 years. 

Tony Wong
A 50-year-old local man has 

been fined for “tired driving” after 
his car crashed into 15 motorcycles 
parked along Avenida Marginal 
do Lam Mau, near Fai Chi Kei 
yesterday morning.

Public Security Police (PSP) 
spokesman Lei Chan Hong 
announced details of the traffic 
accident during a regular press 
conference yesterday.

The accident occurred at 
around 6 a.m. when the driver 
lost control of his vehicle 
and ploughed into the parked 
motorbikes.

According to the police, the 
driver passed a breathalyser test 
and attributed the crash to fatigue. 
No injuries were reported in the 
accident. 

Public Security Police (PSP) spokesman Lei Chan Hong looks 

on during yesterday’s regular press conference.   

     – Photo: Tony Wong

‘Tired’ driver crashes into 15 
roadside motorbikes: police

Malaysian busted at Macau 
airport smuggling heroin worth 

4.18 million patacas
Drugs hidden in 49 tuna tins

The packs of tuna spread and crackers that contained heroin seized from the Malaysian’s suitcase are 

displayed at the pressroom of the Judiciary Police (PJ) headquarters yesterday.       – Photo: Tony Wong
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BEIJING – Premier Li Qiang 
said yesterday that China stands 
ready to work with Bangladesh to 
consolidate strategic mutual trust, 
expand practical cooperation, and 
bring more benefits to the people 
of both countries.

Li made the remarks during 
talks with Bangladeshi Prime 
Minister Tarique Rahman in 
Beijing.

Noting China and Bangladesh 
are close neighbors with traditional 
friendship, Li said that China 
firmly supports Bangladesh in 
following a development path that 
suits its national conditions and 
supports the governance of the new 
government.

China stands ready to work 
with Bangladesh to uphold good-
neighborliness and friendship, 
consolidate strategic mutual trust, 
expand practical cooperation, 
promote continuous new and 
greater development of China-

Bangladesh relations, and bring 
more benefits to the people of the 
two countries, said Li.

China is willing to work with 
Bangladesh to promote high-quality 
Belt and Road (B&R) cooperation, 
import more high-quality products 
from Bangladesh, support capable 
Chinese enterprises in investing 
in Bangladesh, and expand 
cooperation in emerging industries 
such as new energy, digital 
economy, artificial intelligence and 
information and communication 
with the Bangladeshi side, Li added.

Li also noted that China stands 
ready to closely coordinate and 
cooperate with Bangladesh in 
multilateral affairs, safeguard 
common interests, promote 
unity and self-reliance among 
developing countries, and make 
greater contributions to the joint 
development of the Global South.

Rahman said that developing 
relations with China is a priority 

of Bangladesh’s foreign policy, 
adding that the Bangladeshi 
government firmly adheres to 
the one-China principle, and 
opposes any form of “Taiwan 
independence.”

Rahman expressed his gratitude 
to China for the valuable support 
it has provided to Bangladesh’s 
economic and social development 
over a long period of time, noting 
that Bangladesh looks forward 
to maintaining close high-level 
exchanges with China and 
strengthening the alignment of 
their development strategies.

Bangladesh firmly defends the 
post-war international order, and 
highly agrees with and supports 
the concept of a community with 
a shared future for mankind and 
four major global initiatives 
proposed by China, Rahman 
said, adding that Bangladesh is 
willing to cooperate with China on 
multilateral platforms.      – Xinhua

BEIJING – China urges the 
United States to stop at once its 
blockade and all forms of coercion 
and pressuring against Cuba, which 
violate the Cuban people’s right to 
survival and development, foreign 
ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun 
said at a regular press briefing 
yesterday.

Guo made the remarks when 
asked to comment on the US State 
Department’s announcement on 
June 23 that it is sanctioning five 

entities and one individual for 
generating revenue for the Cuban 
government.

Guo stated that China opposes 
illicit unilateral sanctions that have 
no basis in international law. “We 
firmly support Cuba in exploring 
the socialist development path 
suited to its national conditions, and 
firmly support Cuba in safeguarding 
national sovereignty and security 
and opposing external interference,” 
he added.                – Xinhua

WINDHOEK – China entered 
Namibia’s top 10 overseas tourism 
source markets in 2025, while 
international tourist arrivals to the 
southern African country declined, 
official data showed yesterday.

Namibia received 1,345,168 
international arrivals in 2025, 
down 6.9 percent from 1,444,174 
in 2024, Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism Minister Indileni 
Daniel said at the launch of the 
latest Tourist Statistical Report.

Of the total, 1,217,108 were 
international tourists, a decrease 
of 3.2 percent from 1,257,093 
in the previous year. Tourists 
accounted for 90.5 percent of all 
international arrivals, while the 
remainder comprised same-day 

visitors, returning residents and 
other categories.

China ranked eighth among 
Namibia’s overseas tourism source 
markets, with 9,657 tourists, 
accounting for 0.8 percent of 
total tourist arrivals, while Russia 
ranked ninth with 8,727 tourists, 
or 0.7 percent of the total.

Neither country featured in the 
top 10 overseas source markets in 
2024, according to the report.

The report said their entry 
into the ranking reflects a gradual 
diversification of Namibia’s 
tourism market, with emerging 
markets gaining ground alongside 
traditional source countries.

However, Daniel said the 
decline in arrivals should serve as 

a signal for Namibia to strengthen 
its competitiveness, improve 
safety and enhance its tourism 
offering.

She attributed the downturn 
partly to safety concerns 
following reported incidents 
involving tourists, as well as initial 
challenges associated with revised 
visa requirements introduced 
during the period.

The ministry is implement-
ing the National Spatial Tourism 
Master Plan to improve safety co-
ordination, strengthen destination 
marketing and diversify tourism 
offerings, including cruise and as-
tro-tourism, to support long-term 
growth, according to the minister.

– Xinhua

BANGKOK – Chinese embodied 
AI company AgiBot announced its 
collaboration with ICT distributor 
VST ECS (Thailand) in a partner 
conference in Bangkok yesterday, 
underscoring their commitment to 
bridging the intelligence of AI with 
practical applications for business 
and everyday life.

In his opening speech, Somsak 
Pejthaveeporndej, CEO of VST 
ECS (Thailand), said that what sets 
AgiBot’s brand strategy in Thailand 
apart from earlier generations of 
robotics and legacy technologies 
is its repositioning from being 
perceived simply as a showcase of 
advanced engineering to becoming 
an “AI platform for real business 
applications.”

This aligns well with the current 
priorities of Thai organizations, 
which are increasingly seeking 
value, agility, and investment 
flexibility rather than outright 
technology ownership, he said.

Beyond enabling partners to 
bring specialized solutions to market, 
the strategy is also expected to 
accelerate the growth of Thailand’s 

robotics ecosystem without relying 
solely on the company’s direct sales 
force, Somsak said.

Deng Feng, president of AgiBot 
for the Middle East and Asia-Pacific 
region, noted that Thailand is one 
of ASEAN’s most active markets in 
digital transformation and is seeing 
strong demand for technologies that 
enhance productivity.

He said the collaboration between 
the two companies goes beyond 
the import of robotic technology, 
aiming instead to introduce AgiBot’s 
advanced AI systems and “Embodied 
AI” innovation to help accelerate 
the transformation of Thailand’s 
business from the era of conventional 
industrial robots to a new generation 
of intelligent robots capable of 
working seamlessly alongside 
humans, thus unlocking infinite 
productivity across industries.

The Chinese company said it 
will work with its partner to roll out 
optimized product portfolios and 
scenario-specific solutions to help 
Thai enterprises achieve intelligent 
upgrades and productivity gains.

– Xinhua

DAR ES SALAAM – The 
Chinese and Russian embassies in 
Tanzania on Wednesday night (local 
time) marked the 30th anniversary 
of the establishment of the China-
Russia strategic partnership of 
coordination and the 25th anniversary 
of the signing of the China-Russia 
Treaty of Good-Neighborliness 
and Friendly Cooperation in Dar es 
Salaam.

The commemoration, hosted by the 
two embassies, featured a screening of 
the co-produced film Red Silk (2025) 
at the Russian Cultural Center.

Chinese Ambassador to 
Tanzania Chen Mingjian said 
China-Russia relations have served 
as an example of a new type of 
major-country relationship and are 
now at their highest level in history.

Russian Ambassador to Tanzania 
Andrey Avetisyan said the bilateral 

ties have reached an unprecedented 
level, supported by regular high-
level exchanges between the two 
countries’ leaders.

He emphasized growing 
cooperation in trade, conducted 
increasingly in national currencies, 
as well as expanding humanitarian 
and cultural exchanges, including 
visa-free travel arrangements.

Tanzanian Minister for 
Information, Culture, Arts and 
Sports Paul Makonda said the event 
demonstrated the importance of 
cultural diplomacy in strengthening 
international friendship and mutual 
understanding.

Film plays a vital role in 
preserving history and promoting 
dialogue, he said, adding that 
Tanzania looks forward to deeper 
cooperation with China and Russia 
in the creative industry.       – Xinhua

Premier Li Qiang (right) shakes hands with Bangladeshi Prime Minister Tarique Rahman, who is on an official visit to China, at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.               – Xinhua 

China urges US to stop blockade, 
coercion against Cuba

China enters Namibia’s top 10 overseas 
tourism source markets

Chinese robotics !rm lands 
key partnership in Thailand

Li calls for expanded practical 
cooperation with Bangladesh

Chinese, Russian 
embassies in Tanzania mark 
anniversary of partnership 

with cultural event
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BEIJING – Foreign Minister Wang Yi met 
with Austrian Federal Minister for European 
and International Affairs Beate Meinl-Reisinger 
yesterday in Beijing.

Noting that China-Austria bilateral ties 
have maintained sound and steady development 
on the whole over the past 55 years since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations, Wang, 
also a member of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China Central Committee, 
said that the most valuable experience guiding 
bilateral ties lies in mutual respect and equality. 
He added that the most effective approach 
is openness, inclusiveness as well as mutual 
benefit and win-win outcomes.

The China-Austria friendly strategic 
partnership fully proves that countries varying 
in size, social system and civilization can forge 
sound friendship and partnerships, said Wang.

Wang said China congratulates Austria on 
its election as a non-permanent member of the 
United Nations (UN) Security Council and 

China stands ready to step up communication 
and coordination with Austria to jointly uphold 
the authority of the UN.

Wang said China and Europe are partners 
instead of rivals, and China’s development 
represents opportunities for Europe rather than 
a challenge. China appreciates Austria’s rational 
and pragmatic China policy and hopes Austria 
will continue to play a constructive role in 
advancing China-Europe ties, he added.

Meinl-Reisinger said that Austria attaches 
great importance to developing bilateral ties 
with China, remains committed to the one-
China policy, and stands ready to take the 55th 

anniversary of bilateral diplomatic ties as an 
opportunity to step up strategic dialogue with 
China and expand all-round cooperation covering 
trade, investment and green development.

Austria is prepared to support candid China-
Europe dialogue to advance the sound and 
steady growth of China-Europe ties, she added.

– Xinhua

Analysis
BEIJING – Gears are among humanity’s 

oldest inventions. One turns, the next follows. 
If any single gear jams, the whole machine 
stops. Global supply chains work the same way. 
They are woven together, and smooth operation 
depends on each link meshing with the next.

China has long been both a participant 
and a contributor to global supply chains 
– building green infrastructure, opening 
wider, deploying AI across industries, 
and strengthening resilience. These four 
dimensions add up to one acronym: “GEAR”: 
Green, Ecosystem, AI, Resilience.

The ongoing fourth China International 
Supply Chain Expo (CISCE) held in Beijing is 
the world’s first national-level expo dedicated 
exclusively to supply chains. More than 1,200 
exhibitors from 85 countries, regions and 
international organizations are taking part, with 
foreign firms accounting for over 36 percent of 
the total. This is where companies don’t just 
showcase products, but entire value chains, and 
where partners and solutions are found.

GREEN
China’s total installed power generation 

capacity reached 4.01 billion kilowatts by the 
end of May 2026, putting China at the top of 
the world. Non-fossil energy has emerged as 
a major driver of the growth, accounting for 
62 percent of total installed capacity, up from 
25 percent in 2010.

It has also engaged in green energy project 
cooperation with more than 100 countries 
and regions. Over the past decade, China 
has helped reduce the global average cost 
of wind and solar power projects by more 
than 60 percent and 80 percent, respectively, 
making a substantial contribution to the 
green transformation of global supply chains.

Walk through the clean energy chain zone at 
the expo, and the story unfolds in tangible ways.

Ming Yang Smart Energy’s booth 
showcases its wind, solar, smart electric and 
energy storage innovations, with operations in 
over 60 countries across Asia, Europe, Africa 
and the Americas. “China’s complete industrial 
chain, mature supply chain and cost advantages 
make our products highly sought after,” said a 
booth representative, adding that the company 
hopes to export more Chinese technology to 
stabilize global clean energy chains and support 
green development worldwide.

In the smart vehicle chain zone, more than 
80 upstream and downstream companies span 
the entire automotive value chain –from lithium 
battery materials to intelligent connectivity, 
charging infrastructure and battery recycling. 

Raw material suppliers like Baowu Steel, core 
component makers like CATL and BOSCH, 
and automakers including Volvo, XPENG and 
Tesla all share the same space, demonstrating 
how vehicle manufacturers and suppliers 
collaborate on innovation.

John Grimes, chief executive of the 
Renewable Energy Council Asia Pacific, 
told Xinhua, “China has invested into energy 
transition with foresight, working with other 
countries to bring cost curve way down, and I 
think we should build on those areas of natural 
strength that is really a gift to the world.”

ECOSYSTEM
Unlike traditional trade fairs focusing 

on goods or services, CISCE pioneers a 
unique “chain-centric” model that visualizes 
end-to-end industrial collaboration. In each 
exhibition hall, upstream, midstream and 
downstream companies cluster in adjacent 
booths, visually demonstrating their 
interdependence and synergy.

Honeywell, a four-time exhibitor, built 
its largest-ever booth and, for the first time, 
brought nearly 100 local supply chain partners 
to exhibit together. The innovations in 
hardware systems and software on display were 
developed by Chinese teams and their partners, 
tailored to local market needs. “The expo is not 
just a stage for showcasing innovation; it is a 
vital link for us to deeply integrate into China’s 
innovation and value chains,” said Yu Feng, 
president of Honeywell China.

At last year’s expo, McDonald’s China, 
Syngenta Group and McCain, all in the same 
green agriculture chain zone, deepened their 
discussions. This year, they signed a formal 
MoU at the expo to launch a potato supply 
chain pilot project. “The expo turned us from 
exhibitors into partners in sustainable agriculture 
and global procurement, turning intra-chain 
collaboration into cross-chain cooperation for 
win-win outcomes,” Gu Lei, chief impact officer 
of McDonald’s China noted.

China is evolving from a critical production 
node into an orchestrator of industrial 
ecosystems – not only bridging supply and 
demand, but also driving global industrial 
chains toward greater efficiency, stronger 
resilience and broader inclusiveness through 
technological innovation, market opening and 
connectivity, said Liu Ying, a professor at the 
Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at 
Renmin University of China.

This shift is underpinned by the country’s 
unwavering opening-up. In 2024, China 
removed all market access restrictions for 
foreign investors in the manufacturing 

sector. During the five-year period, China 
will expand market access and open up 
more areas, particularly in the service sector, 
promote orderly expansion of opening up in 
telecommunications, the internet, education, 
culture, medical care, and other sectors, as 
well as reduce the negative list for foreign 
investment.

This commitment to openness is 
embedded in the “Beijing Initiative” issued 
at the expo’s opening ceremony. The 
document calls for supporting an open, 
inclusive, and mutually beneficial innovation 
environment, as well as the deep integration 
of industrial and technological innovation, so 
that technological achievements can benefit 
more countries and enterprises, and a more 
enabling ecosystem can be fostered for the 
upgrading and development of industrial and 
supply chains.

AI
This year’s expo established a special 

artificial intelligence (AI) zone for the first 
time, bringing together leading Chinese and 
foreign AI companies such as Alibaba, Intel, 
Nvidia, and Qualcomm, and presenting the 
full AI ecosystem, from data collection and 
smart computing to real-world applications.

Dong Bin, deputy general manager of 
the Brand Market Center at iFlytek, noted 
that, by leveraging AI for data interpretation, 
smart decision-making and operational 
coordination, supply chains are moving 
beyond mere connectivity toward greater 
agility and intelligence.

Behind this upgrade lies the collective rise 
of China’s AI industry. In 2025, the number of 
AI enterprises in China exceeded 6,000, with 
core industry scale projected to surpass 1.2 
trillion yuan (about 176 billion U.S. dollars), 
while domestic large models have come to 
lead the global open-source ecosystem.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang said in a 
video address, “China is one of the world’s 
great centers of technology and industry. The 
engineers are excellent. Developers move 
fast, companies build at remarkable scale.”

What is more striking is that AI is no longer 
a standalone “technology island” on display, it 
has permeated every single industrial chain. 
For example, in the advanced manufacturing 
chain, AI drives industrial robots toward 
higher-precision flexible production. In the 
green agriculture chain, AI-powered breeding 
and smart farming are revitalizing traditional 
agriculture. In the healthy living chain, AI-
assisted precision medicine is shortening drug 
development cycles.

In the future, industrial standing will no 
longer be determined primarily by resources 
and labor, but by new production factors such 
as data, computing power, green electricity 
and innovation ecosystems, said Professor 
Liu Ying, adding that China is driving a 
shift in global value chains to enable more 
countries to access advanced technologies 
and industrial opportunities at lower costs.

RESILIENCE
According to the Global Supply Chain 

Promotion Report 2026 and the Global Supply 
Chain Resilience Index Matrix released 
by the China Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade at the expo, the promotion 
index, connectivity index, and innovation 
index reached new highs, while the resilience 
index has yet to recover to its historical peak.

Amid resurging protectionism, deepening 
geopolitical rivalries, and increasingly 
fragmented global industrial and supply 
chains, the stable and smooth functioning of 
the supply chains matters more than ever.

Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang reinforced 
this point at the expo’s opening ceremony, 
noting that as a responsible major country, 
China has given full play to its complete 
industrial system and vast market to facilitate 
steady global economic operations, and that 
China’s concrete actions have provided solid 
support for the stability and smooth functioning 
of global industrial and supply chains.

China, by hosting the expo focused on 
supply chains for the fourth consecutive year, 
is demonstrating its steadfast commitment 
to bolstering supply chain resilience. The 
growing number of foreign companies 
attending the expo suggests that, despite 
mounting geopolitical tensions, businesses 
remain eager to forge new partnerships, 
explore fresh opportunities and strengthen 
the resilience of global supply chains.

Yin Zheng, Schneider Electric’s 
executive vice president for China & East 
Asia Operations, described China as a 
“stabilizer and innovation source” for global 
industrial chains. After 39 years in China, 
Schneider has built five R&D centers, an AI 
innovation lab and 30 factories and logistics 
centers here, making China one of its most 
critical global supply chain and R&D bases.

“China today presents stability and a 
trusted partner. As long as we gain this mutual 
trust and start working together, we know 
that it will be a long-lasting cooperation, not 
something that is changing day by day,” said 
Massimiliano Nannini, head of cabinet of the 
Liguria regional government.       – AFP

Turning the GEAR: How China drives global supply chains upgrading

Wang Yi meets Austrian counterpart

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of 
China Central Committee, shakes hands with Austrian Federal Minister for European and International 
Affairs Beate Meinl-Reisinger in Beijing yesterday.       – Xinhua 
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Kang Jin-kyu
SEOUL – A Seoul court has 

ordered the arrest of the leader of 
a secretive South Korean religious 
group for allegedly coercing 
thousands of followers to join a 
political party, according to a court 
statement seen by AFP yesterday.

Lee Man-hee, the 94-year-old 
head of the Shincheonji Church of 
Jesus is accused of coercing more 
than 50,000 followers to join the 
conservative People Power Party 
between 2021 and 2024, in violation 
of the Political Parties Act.

The alleged offences occurred 
while the PPP was the ruling party 
under disgraced former president 
Yoon Suk Yeol.

Yoon was ousted from office last 
year and convicted of insurrection 
over his brief imposition of martial 
law in December 2024. He remains 
in detention while appealing a life 
sentence.

The arrest warrant for Lee 
was granted “due to the risk of 
destruction of evidence”, the Seoul 
Central District Court said in a 

brief statement provided to AFP.
The warrant was issued late 

Wednesday, after which Lee was 
taken into custody.

Shincheonji expressed “deep 
regret” over Lee’s arrest.

“Given that the relevant 
evidence has already been secured 
through repeated search and seizure 
operations, there is no risk of evidence 
being destroyed,” the church said in a 
statement provided to AFP.

Given Lee’s age, “there is 
effectively no risk of flight”, it added.

“We will devote all available 
legal resources to establishing the 
facts transparently and uncovering 
the substantive truth through the 
trial,” it said.

Large following
Lee’s arrest came months after 

prosecutors indicted Unification 
Church leader Han Hak-ja on 
allegations she directed church 
officials to bribe Yoon’s wife to 
secure business favours.

In April, an appeals court 
sentenced Yoon’s wife, Kim Keon 

Hee, to four years in prison after 
convicting her of charges including 
accepting luxury gifts from a 
Unification Church official.

Lee’s arrest also came after 
prosecutors and police launched 
a joint investigation in January 
into suspected collusion between 
religious groups and politicians.

Founded in 1984 by Lee, 
Shincheonji is known for its distinctive 
interpretations of the Bible, particularly 
the Book of Revelation, and has 
attracted both a large following 
and significant controversy.

Researchers say the sect 
proclaims Lee has donned the 
mantle of Jesus Christ and will 
take 144,000 people with him to 
heaven on the Day of Judgement.

Critics have long accused 
the church of using deceptive 
recruitment tactics.

It became a focal point of 
controversy in the early months 
of the COVID-19 outbreak, as its 
members accounted for more than 
half of South Korea’s coronavirus 
cases at one point.    – AFP

PHNOM PENH - Cambodia’s 
Supreme Court upheld 14-year 
prison sentences yesterday for two 
journalists convicted of treason for 
posting a photo taken in a military-
restricted area after border clashes 
with Thailand, a judge told AFP.

Pheap Phara and Phorn 
Sopheap were arrested in July 
last year after posting a photo on 
Facebook that appeared to show 
them with Cambodian soldiers at 
the centuries-old Ta Krabei temple, 
located on the disputed frontier 
with Thailand.

Thai media outlets later republished 
the image, alleging it showed unplaced 
landmines in the background.

The two journalists were 
convicted and sentenced to 14 years 
in prison in December for “supplying 

a foreign state with information 
prejudicial to national defence”.

An appeal court upheld their 
convictions in March, so they 
made a final appeal to the country’s 
highest court.

Judge Taing Sunlay, the deputy 
chief of the Supreme Court, told 
AFP that the appeal there was 
rejected yesterday.

“The court has decided to 
uphold the verdict of the appeal 
court,” Taing Sunlay said.

Am Sam Ath, operations 
director of rights group LICADHO, 
told AFP that the convictions could 
“affect press freedom”.

Cambodia ranks 151st out of 
180 countries in the Reporters 
Without Borders advocacy group’s 
World Press Freedom Index.

The journalists’ lawyer could 
not be reached immediately for 
comment.

A decades-long border dispute 
between Thailand and Cambodia 
erupted into several rounds of 
clashes last year, killing dozens of 
people and displacing more than a 
million in July and December.

Thailand has repeatedly 
accused Cambodia of planting 
new landmines in contested border 
areas that have wounded patrolling 
Thai soldiers, while Cambodia has 
denied the allegation.

The Southeast Asian 
neighbours signed a ceasefire 
agreement in late December, but 
tensions on the border remain, with 
both sides trading accusations of 
truce violations.    – AFP

TOKYO – Saucepans fell out 
of kitchen cupboards and security 
cameras wobbled violently but 
no casualties or major damage 
were reported when a strong 
7.2-magnitude earthquake struck 
off northern Japan yesterday.

Tremors were felt several 
hundred miles away in Tokyo 
from the quake in the sea off Iwate 
prefecture on the main island of 
Honshu at 7:30 a.m. [local time]. 
No tsunami warning was issued.

The Japan Meteorological 
Agency (JMA) said the magnitude 
was 6.9 but later revised it to 7.2, 
saying the epicentre was at a depth 
of 44 kilometres.

Mutsumi Shimohata, 61, a food 
processing company employee in 
Hashikami in Aomori prefecture, 
also in the north, told AFP that the 
only damage in her home was a 
picture frame falling down.

“The quake occurred when I 
was at home, and an alarm (on her 
smartphone) went off an instant 
later. I was surprised, and it felt a bit 
long,” Shimohata told AFP.

“There was no damage to our 
house, but our company told us to 
stay home and on standby today, as 
the office’s automatic door stopped 
opening, and parts of the ceiling 
collapsed.”

Japanese television footage 
showed kitchen cupboards having 
disgorged saucepans in a heap and 
goods on the floor in shops.

Some shinkansen bullet train 
services were suspended and a primary 
school principal told NHK that her 
school in Hashikami was temporarily 
closed because of the quake.

The fire department for 
Hashikami and Hachinohe received 
at least four emergency calls while 
there was a report that people were 
stuck in a lift, the public broadcaster 
reported.

There were also reports of stuck 
doors and a tanker truck overturned, 
NHK said.

“At this time, there is no 
information indicating any human 
casualties, but we will continue to 
monitor and assess the situation 
regarding damage,” top government 
spokesman Minoru Kihara said.

No abnormalities were reported 
at nuclear power stations in the 
region, the Nuclear Regulation 
Authority said, according to Kyodo 
News.

NHK showed regular traffic in 
Hachinohe city with traffic lights 
still functioning as normal.

In Aomori, the tremors 
registered upper six on Japan’s 
seven-level Shindo intensity scale.

At that level, people may be 
unable to remain standing without 
support and can be thrown off their 
feet, while unsecured furniture is 
likely to topple and windows may 
shatter, according to the JMA.

‘Remain alert’
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi 

ordered ministries and government 
agencies to work closely with local 
authorities.

“I ask residents in areas that 
experienced strong shaking to 
remain alert for the possibility of 
additional earthquakes of similar 
intensity,” Takaichi said on X.

Japan is one of the world’s most 
seismically active countries, sitting 
on top of four major tectonic plates 
along the western edge of the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire”.

The archipelago, home to 
around 125 million people, typically 
experiences hundreds of jolts every 
year and accounts for about 18 
percent of the world’s earthquakes.

The vast majority are mild, 
although the damage they cause 
varies according to their location 
and the depth below the Earth’s 
surface at which they strike.

It is haunted by the memory of 
a massive 9.0-magnitude undersea 
quake in 2011, which triggered a 
tsunami that killed or left missing 
around 18,500 people and wrecked 
the Fukushima nuclear plant.

On April 20 this year, a tremor 
measuring 7.7 hit the country’s 
north, injuring at least 10 people and 
shaking large buildings in Tokyo.

This prompted authorities to 
issue a special advisory warning of 
an increased risk of earthquakes of 
magnitude 8.0 or stronger.

The advisory was lifted after a 
week.       – AFP

In this handout image provided by IAEA on Wednesday, International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi (centre) takes part in an 
inspection of treated water near Tokyo Electric Power Company’s Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Power Plant, in Fukushima Prefecture.                 – AFP

A 15-day-old female Sumatran elephant calf named Nona Seroja and a caretaker are pictured alongside her 55-year-old 
mother, Ria, at the Flying Squad Camp in Tesso Nilo National Park, Riau Province, Indonesia on Wednesday.          – AFP

Cambodian reporters lose 
appeal against treason sentences

S Korea arrests sect leader over alleged 
political recruitment coercion

No major damage after 
7.2-magnitude quake o! Japan
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PHNOM PENH – Critically 
endangered white-rumped vultures 
have returned to northeast Cambodia’s 
Lomphat Wildlife Sanctuary after a 
decade-long absence, a conservation 
group said yesterday.

NatureLife Cambodia said a June 
vulture census at Lumphat Wildlife 
Sanctuary recorded a critically 
endangered white-rumped vulture for 
the first time in a decade, marking the 
species’ return to the area.

The last record of a white-
rumped vulture in the Lomphat 
landscape was in 2016, following 
two major poisoning incidents, 
said its news release.

In February 2014, at least 16 
vultures died in a poisoning event, 
followed by another poisoning 
case in September 2016 that killed 
at least three vultures, the news 
release added.

“Since then, no white-rumped 
vultures had been observed in the 
landscape until this latest sighting,” 
the news release said. “The return 
of the white-rumped vulture is 
a major milestone for vulture 
conservation in the Lomphat 

landscape and a symbol of hope for 
the recovery of this species.”

In addition to the white-rumped 
vulture, the census also recorded five 
red-headed vultures, including two 
juveniles, confirming successful 
breeding within the sanctuary.

“The return of the white-rumped 
vulture, together with the continued 
presence of red-headed vultures, is 
a strong indication that conservation 
efforts in Lomphat Wildlife 
Sanctuary are making a positive 
impact,” the news release said.

NatureLife Cambodia 
organizes a vulture restaurant at 

least once a month to provide 
supplementary food for vultures 
in the Lomphat landscape, 
particularly the red-headed vulture 
population, it added.

The Southeast Asian nation is 
home to three vulture species: the 
red-headed vulture (Sarcogyps 
calvus), the white-rumped 
vulture (Gyps bengalensis), 
and the slender-billed vulture 
(Gyps tenuirostris). All three are 
listed as critically endangered 
on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Red List.                   – Xinhua

This photo taken on May 4, 2025 by Prasan Shrestha and downloaded from Wikipedia 

shows a white rumped vulture spreading its wings in Chitwan National Park, India.

COLOMBO – Sri Lankan 
authorities arrested the son of a 
former justice minister yesterday 
for allegedly accepting a bribe to 
secure the release of a suspected 
drug kingpin extradited from 
Madagascar.

Rakitha Rajapakshe was taken 
into custody by the main anti-graft 
body for negotiating a 500 million 
rupee (US$1.5 million) bribe to 
free the drug suspect, who was 
brought back in 2023 with the help 
of Interpol.

Officials said the transaction 
took place when Rakitha’s father, 
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, was minister 
of justice and prison reforms.

The release was not carried out, 
as the government of the time lost 
the 2024 elections.

By then, however, Rajapakshe 
had taken 120 million rupees 
(US$350,000) of the bribe money, 

the Bribery Commission said in a 
statement.

The drug suspect, Nadun 
Chinthaka, also known as Harak Kata, 
is described by police as one of the 
most dangerous drug dealers, heading 
an underworld criminal network.

He is currently facing 
prosecution and remains in judicial 
custody.

Rajapakshe is the latest high-
profile individual to be arrested in 
connection with corruption, since 
leftist President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake came to power in 
September 2024.

Rajapakshe is not related to the 
once-powerful Rajapaksa political 
dynasty, which dominated Sri 
Lankan politics from 2005 to 2022 
– several of whose members are 
facing prosecution over allegations 
of money laundering and abuse of 
power.        – AFP

COLOMBO – Under the present 
administration, Sri Lanka has so far 
seized more than 10 tonnes of various 
narcotics, Sri Lankan President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake told the 
parliament yesterday.

Dissanayake said a total 
of 3,390 kg of heroin, 304 kg 
of cocaine, 5,543 kg of crystal 

methamphetamine (ice), 1,521 
kg of Kush cannabis, 5,110,735 
narcotic pills and 2,454,267 drug 
capsules were confiscated in law 
enforcement operations.

According to the president, 58 
organized crime suspects had also 
been arrested abroad and extradited 
to Sri Lanka.

The president said corruption, 
organized criminal networks, 
drug trafficking and the links 
between crime and politics must 
be addressed decisively, adding 
that Sri Lanka already had the legal 
framework and state institutions 
needed to combat such activities.

– Xinhua

MELBOURNE – Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) has launched HIV 
self-testing kits that allow people 
to screen for the virus at home, as 
health authorities seek to tackle 
rising infection rates and improve 
access to testing.

The United Nations yesterday 
handed over 26,000 HIV self-
screening kits to the National 
Department of Health in the PNG 
capital Port Moresby. The kits are 
part of a shipment of 52,000 and 
represent about 10 percent of the 
country’s annual HIV testing target.

The rollout follows a pilot program 
in Port Moresby in which 742 people 
used the self-screening service, with 
11 diagnosed and linked to treatment, 
PNG’s National Broadcasting 
Corporation (NBC) reported.

The self-test kits use a tongue 
swab and include QR code 

instructions, with each kit costing 
about US$1.

PNG has about 120,000 people 
living with HIV/AIDS and records 
around 11,000 new infections 
annually, or about 30 a day, with 
women accounting for 60 percent of 
cases, health authorities say.

UN Resident Coordinator 
Shalini Bahuguna told NBC the kits 
would help normalize HIV testing 
and improve confidentiality.

PNG Health Secretary Pascoe 
Kase said many people still did 
not know their HIV status, limiting 
access to treatment and prevention 
services, The National reported.

The PNG government declared 
HIV a national health crisis last year 
and has allocated 15 million kina 
(US$3.43 million) to the national 
response program this year, officials 
said.                           – Xinhua

SYDNEY – Australia’s social 
media ban for under 16s has had 
little impact on teenagers’ scrolling 
habits, researchers said yesterday 
in one of the first evaluations of the 
world-leading measures.

Australia in December banned 
under 16s from the likes of 
Facebook, Instagram and TikTok, 
in a crackdown designed to protect 
children from online bullying and 
“predatory algorithms”.

But there is little evidence to 
suggest teenagers have turned 
away from social media as a 
consequence, a team of Australia-
based researchers found in a peer-
reviewed study published by the 
British Medical Journal.

Underage users have been 
dodging the restrictions by using 
accounts registered to older 
people, setting up fake accounts, or 
by logging into private browsers.

“We found insufficient 
evidence to conclude that exposure 
to the Act had any early substantial 
effects on social media use among 
adolescents aged under 16,” the 
researchers wrote.

There is strong global interest 
in whether Australia’s laws could 
provide a blueprint for how to rein 

in increasingly powerful tech giants.
A growing mass of nations have 

either introduced or are mulling 
similar bans – including the United 
Kingdom, Indonesia, the UAE and 
New Zealand.

The researchers surveyed more 
than 400 young social media users 
immediately before the restrictions 
came into effect, and again three 
months after.

There was little change for users 
aged 12-13, a slight decrease for the 
14-15 age group, and an increase in 
use for those aged 16 and older.

“The findings suggest that 
the period immediately after the 
introduction of the act was char-
acterised by limited implementa-
tion, incomplete compliance, and 
substantial circumvention of social 
media restrictions.”

Not ‘impossible’
Tech companies face fines of up 

to Aus$49.5 million (US$34 million) 
if they fail to show meaningful 
efforts to weed out underage users.

Australia in March accused 
Facebook, TikTok and YouTube of 
failing to meet their obligations.

“Australia’s world-leading 
social media laws are not failing. 

But big tech is failing to obey the 
laws,” Communications Minister 
Anika Wells said at the time.

“None of this is impossible. 
None of this is even difficult 
for big tech, who are innovative 
billion-dollar companies.”

The nation’s eSafety Commission 
separately flagged “significant con-
cerns” about Facebook, Instagram, 
Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube.

A growing body of research 
suggests too much time online is 
taking a toll on teen well-being, and 
Australia’s ban has been hailed as a 
godsend for parents sick of seeing 
children glued to their phones.

Although platforms have 
pledged to abide by the laws, they 
have warned the measures could 
instead push teenagers into dark, 
unregulated corners of the internet.

Social media companies bear 
the sole responsibility for checking 
that Australia-based users are 16 
or older, and must prove they have 
taken “reasonable steps” to weed 
out young teenagers.

Some platforms are using AI 
tools to estimate ages based on 
photos, while users can also choose 
to prove their age by uploading a 
government ID.     – AFP

Rare white-rumped vultures return 
to NE Cambodia’s sanctuary after decade

Australia’s teen social media ban has little impact: research

Sri Lanka arrests ex-justice 
minister’s son for alleged bribe

Sri Lanka seizes over 10 tonnes of narcotics under 
current administration: president

PNG launches home HIV self-testing 
kits amid rising infections

This photograph taken on February 28 shows an aerial view of the Matri Mandir, an 

edifice of spiritual significance for practitioners of integral yoga, in Auroville near 
Puducherry, India.
For decades Auroville held fast to its lofty ideals as a self-governing haven for yoga 
enthusiasts and seekers of spiritual freedom of “all creeds and all nationalities”. 
Until India’s Hindu nationalist prime minister Narendra Modi turned his attention to 

the lush paradise its founders created on a once arid plateau Puducherry. Those 
most at risk are the half of Auroville’s 3,300 residents who were born abroad, and 
who now live in fear of being expelled or denied visas to remain.               – AFP
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JERUSALEM – Israel said yesterday 
that it had set no timetable for withdrawing 
its forces from Lebanon, Gaza and Syria, 
as Israeli and Lebanese officials engaged in 
US-brokered talks in Washington.

The Israeli military has launched 
widespread airstrikes in Lebanon and 
sent troops into the country’s south after 
Hezbollah, the powerful militia backed by 
Iran, entered the Middle East war on the side 
of its ally in March.

“We must remain in the security zone in 
Lebanon, in Syria, and in Gaza, and not for a 
limited time, in order to defend our residents 
and communities from there against jihadist 
elements,” Defence Minister Israel Katz 
said at a graduation ceremony at a military 
academy.

“We oppose the withdrawal of IDF 
[Israel Defence Forces] forces from the 
security zone in Lebanon, despite all the 
pressures that exist and those still to come.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said at the same function that troops would 
remain in south Lebanon “as long as 
necessary”.

“I have made it clear to the IDF: you 
have full freedom of action.”

Earlier yesterday, government spokesman 
David Mencer told journalists that “we will 
not withdraw our forces from southern Leba-
non as long as Hezbollah remains a threat, are 
not disarmed and are not demilitarised”.

Under US pressure, Lebanese officials 
began direct talks in April with Israel in 
Washington.

The latest three-day round of talks was 
due to wrap up yesterday.

Commenting on the negotiations, US 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the 
two neighbours were close to making a 
“commitment of intent”.

Asked about the talks, Mencer said: 
“We are making extremely clear that our 
responsibility is to our northern citizens and 
to the whole of Israel, and we will not allow 
any terrorist force anywhere near our border 
– which means that any redeployment of 
IDF forces comes after, not before, but after 
the demilitarisation of southern Lebanon 
and the disarming of Hezbollah.”

“We’ve already been in this situation in 
2024,” he added. “Hezbollah were supposed 
to be disarmed. They weren’t.”    – AFP

Israeli army soldiers carry the casket during the funeral of Druze soldier Master Sergeant Basil Sweid, 32, in the village of Peki’in in northern Israel yesterday. 

Sweid, a reservist, was a driver in the 75th Battalion, 7th Brigade, who was killed during operations in southern Lebanon.               – AFP

London, United Kingdom
LONDON – British no-frills airline 

EasyJet rejected yesterday a fourth informal 
takeover proposal from a US private equity 
firm, but left the door open to possible talks on 
a higher offer.

EasyJet said the latest offer from Castlelake 
of £6.50 per share, still totalling about £5 billion 
(US$6.6 billion), “substantially” undervalues 
the carrier, which flies mostly across Europe.

However, EasyJet agreed to provide 
the firm with more access to commercial 
information and requested to extend the 
deadline for a formal bid to July 5, which was 
approved by UK regulators.

“The board believes that giving Castlelake 
access to limited commercial information... 
might produce a more attractive proposal that 
better reflects the value of EasyJet,” the carrier 
said in a statement.

Castlelake said in a short statement that it 
“welcomes the EasyJet board’s constructive 
engagement” and extension given to make a 
formal offer beyond today’s original deadline.

EasyJet’s previously said it considered 
Castlelake’s approach “highly opportunistic” 
given that its share price had fallen and 
company losses had increased after the Middle 
East war sent jet fuel costs rocketing.

EasyJet’s share price closed up 6.4 percent 
at £5.74 yesterday, far below the latest offer, 
indicating that investors do not yet believe a 
deal will be struck.

Under the proposal, Castlelake and its co-
investors would own 49 percent of the airline.

The remaining 51 percent would be owned 
by European Union nationals including two 
airline industry veterans, Peter Bellew and 
Mark Breen, since EasyJet operates within EU 
countries.

EasyJet has expressed concerns about 
the ownership structure in the takeover bid, 
without going into further detail.

Under UK takeover rules, if Castlelake does 
not table a formal bid by the July 5 deadline, 
it must walk away for six months.       – AFP

Daniel Lawler
PARIS – Scientists have detected the 

“fingerprints” of a black hole’s event 
horizon – the boundary from which nothing 
can escape – for the first time, according to 
research published on Wednesday.

The discovery was made by studying 
ripples in space-time called gravitational 
waves that were created when two black holes 
violently smashed into each other.

A black hole’s event horizon is known as 
the “point of no return” because not even light 
can avoid being swallowed into its darkness.

This has made them incredibly difficult to 
learn anything about.

However, there is one event of such 
cataclysmic violence that it could offer a 
chance to glimpse this extreme phenomenon 
– when two black holes merge into one.

When this cosmic death spiral occurs, it 
shoots gravitational waves across the universe 
which scientists have been detecting for the 
last decade.

For the new research published in Nature, 
an international team of researchers analysed 
data from the strongest gravitational wave 
ever recorded, known as GW250114, detected 
by the LIGO observatory in January 2025.

By isolating the last burst of waves – 
known as “direct waves” – from this black 
hole merger, the scientists said they were able 
to extract information from closer to an event 
horizon than ever before.

“This black hole horizon concept normally 
appears in science fiction,” lead study author 
Ma Sizheng of the Perimeter Institute for 
Theoretical Physics in Canada told AFP.

“But now we are really able to touch the 
region around the horizon with gravitational 
data,” he added.

“Sometimes I cannot believe this is really 
happening.”

Causing a stir
The last stage of two black holes merging is 

like a spoon stirring a glass of water, Ma said.
The resulting swirl in space creates the 

ripple of gravitational waves that travel at the 
speed of light in all directions.

If the metaphorical spoon is stirring close 
enough to the black hole’s event horizon, 
“this offers us a chance to decode the physics 
around that region”, Ma said.

By supporting the theory of general 
relativity, the results “proved that Einstein 
was correct again,” he added.

The scientists emphasised that more 
research was needed to decipher what can 
be gleaned about event horizons using this 
method.

But they did detect information about how 
black holes twist space around themselves as 
they rotate – a phenomenon known as “frame 
dragging”.

“This is similar to pushing a glass into 
a table and twisting it, so that the tablecloth 
winds up around it,” Maximiliano Isi, a 
gravitational wave astrophysicist at Columbia 
University, told AFP.

In the future, the team of scientists hope to 
find signs of tiny changes known as quantum 
fluctuation.

“In this way, we can really probe this near 
horizon region to look for a new physics,” 
including searching for a deviation from 
general relativity, Ma said.

Reaction mixed
Experts not involved in the study urged 

caution.
Francesco Sannino, an Italian theoretical 

physicist who studies black holes, told AFP it 
was “compelling analysis” but needed to be 
checked by other researchers.

Still, it was “striking” that the scientists 
were able to show that gravitational waves 
carried the event horizon’s “fingerprints,” he 
said.

The astrophysicist Isi described the work 
as “tantalising”.

“More generally, understanding the 
physics of black holes and their mergers 
is important as it might shed light on how 
space and time are woven together at a more 
fundamental level,” he told AFP.

Sean McWilliams, an astrophysicist at 
West Virginia University, was sceptical that 
the gravitational wave frequency analysed by 
the scientists was actually “dictated” by the 
event horizon.

For this reason, “the actual observed 
signal doesn’t really tell us anything about the 
horizon or the other properties directly related 
to it”, he told AFP.

Ma said McWilliams’s statement was “not 
correct,” suggesting he had conflated two 
different aspects in the paper.

“There is often considerable resistance 
and criticism in the early stages of promoting 
a new concept,” he said, adding he is working 
on another paper to “clarify these confusions 
and possible misinterpretations”.       – AFP

‘Fingerprints’ of black hole’s event horizon detected for !rst time

Israel says no timeframe for troop 
withdrawal from Lebanon, Gaza and Syria

Easyjet rejects 
latest takeover 
bid but leaves 

door ajar
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Margioni Bermúdez
LA  GUAIRA – Desperate 

Venezuelans battled yesterday to 
rescue loved ones trapped alive 
beneath the rubble of collapsed 
buildings after two major earthquakes 
that killed at least 188 people.

Buildings cracked and crumbled 
and residents fled into the streets 
after the quakes, which the United 
States Geological Survey measured 
as magnitude 7.2 and 7.5, hit 
northern Venezuela within a minute 
of each other.

Offers of rescue support and aid 
flooded in from around the world as 
interim president Delcy Rodríguez 
reported at least 188 dead and over 
970 hurt.

The state of La Guaira north of 
Caracas was hit particularly hard, 
and residents stumbled through 
debris calling out the names of 
loved ones or tried in vain to rescue 
the injured.

“There’s a spot where a young 
woman named Jennifer, from the 
11th floor, answers me. However, 
we don’t have any tools; we have 
no way to help,” said Antonio 
Bermúdez, whose building 
collapsed in La Guaira.

Elsewhere in the rubble, a father 
and his son were using a pickaxe 
and a crowbar to try and pry away 
massive slabs to get to two of his 
other sons, said Bermudez.

“They’re still alive... there’s 
nothing more we can do. We’re 
telling them not to strain their 
voices, to take short breaths, in the 
hope that at least the three of them 
who are there will be rescued.”

The coastal city was without 
electricity, and many residents spent 

the night in the streets or searching 
for their relatives, according to AFP 
reporters.

The strongest quake to hit 
Venezuela in 126 years will require 
“massive collective efforts,” the 
United Nation’s aid chief Tom 
Fletcher said in a statement. He said 
the UN was “fully mobilised” to 
send aid.

Threatening to complicate relief 
efforts, the international airport near 
Caracas was closed due to “serious 
damage,” Rodriguez said.

Tremors felt in Colombia, 
Brazil

Venezuela’s northern coast sits on 
a boundary between Caribbean and 
South American tectonic plates. In 
1812, a massive quake in the country 
killed an estimated 30,000 people.

Wednesday’s 7.5-magnitude earth-
quake was the most powerful since 

October 29, 1900, when a 7.7-magni-
tude tremor struck offshore.

The quake was felt as far away 
as the Colombian capital of Bogotá, 
where alarms sounded and some 
residents evacuated buildings as a 
precaution.

Freddy Tovar, coordinator of 
Colombia’s National Seismological 
Network, said authorities had 
received more than 200 reports of 
tremors nationwide.

Tremors were also reported in 
several cities in northern Brazil, 
according to the country’s seismic 
monitoring network.

Scores of rescuers were 
deploying from the United States 
and several European countries, 
Rodríguez said.

Other nations including Mexico, 
Chile, Portugal, China, India, Brazil 
and even war-battered Iran offered 
help, such as rescue teams.

“We have a whole-of-government 
response. It’ll be big, it’ll be fast, 
and it’ll be effective,” US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio told reporters 
during a visit to Bahrain, saying his 
country’s military would play a “big 
logistical role.”

Washington is closely involved 
in oil-rich Venezuela after US 
forces ousted and arrested president 
Nicolas Maduro in January.

‘We need help’
Many residential buildings in 

La Guaira – around 40 minutes 
from the capital Caracas – were left 
with large cracks or gaping walls. 
Dozens of others were destroyed.

“We thank God that... we are 
alive, but there are people suffering 
right now with family members 
trapped under the rubble or pinned 
down, unable to get them out,” 
resident Yilsmaris Blanco told AFP.

“There are people alive in 
there, there are dead people,” Paola 
Sanoja, 31, told AFP, pointing 
to a building left tilted with its 
apartments exposed, where one of 
her relatives was missing.

“We need help to come.”
Interior Minister Diosdado Cabello 

asked people to leave their homes, 
adding that gas supplies had been cut 
to some buildings as a precaution.

In Caracas, the quakes sent 
residents fleeing into the streets. 
Shoppers at a mall in the city 
screamed in panic.

“It was unbelievable, I don’t 
even know how long it lasted,” said 
shopkeeper Heidi Romero.

The strongest tremors in earth-
quake-prone Venezuela’s recent 
history occurred in the northeast 
in 1997, killing 73 people, and in 
Caracas in 1967, when 236 people 
died.        – AFP

BERLIN – Germany is ready to 
deploy six military aircraft to help 
with relief efforts in Venezuela after 
earthquakes killed dozens of people 
and injured hundreds more, the 
defence minister said yesterday.

“It is crucial to provide swift 
assistance,” said Boris Pistorius 
in a statement, adding that he was 
“deeply shocked” by the quakes.

“The German armed forces 
stands ready and can make up to six 
A400M transport aircraft available 

at short notice as soon as support is 
requested from us.”

Crews were already preparing to 
deploy, he added.

The planes could be used 
to transport rescue workers and 
equipment from Germany to 
Venezuela, and also for flights 
within the country, Pistorius said.

The aircraft and crew already 
have extensive experience in aid 
deliveries.

They delivered relief supplies in 

Turkey after an earthquake in 2023 
and airdropped aid into the Gaza 
Strip in 2024 and 2025, the defence 
ministry said.

The earthquakes of magnitude 
7.2 and 7.5 struck the same area of 
Venezuela on Wednesday, according 
to the US Geological Survey (USGS).

Conditions are extremely 
challenging for rescue teams, with 
entire buildings in the capital Caracas 
having crumbled and the country’s 
main airport closed.      – AFP

Vatican City, Holy See
VATICAN CITY – Pope Leo 

XIV sent “initial” emergency aid 
of 100,000 euros (US$114,000) 
to earthquake-hit Venezuela, the 
Vatican said yesterday.

The funds will come from the 
Apostolic Almonry, the Vatican 

office responsible for the pope’s 
charity and aid to populations in 
difficulty.

It constitutes “an initial 
contribution” intended to support 
emergency relief efforts, said 
Vatican News, the Vatican’s 
official news site.    – AFP

GENEVA – The United Nations 
is “fully mobilised” to provide 
assistance in quake-hit Venezuela, 
the UN’s aid chief said yesterday, 
stressing the response would require 
“massive collective efforts”.

Venezuela’s strongest 
earthquake since 1900 killed at least 
188 people as it destroyed multiple 
buildings near the capital.

“We are fully mobilised to 
support the people of Venezuela,” 
UN Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator Tom 

Fletcher said in a statement.
He said he had spoken yesterday 

morning with interim President 
Delcy Rodríguez, and “we are 
assessing urgently what is needed”.

The UN humanitarian 
agency OCHA was meanwhile  
“coordinating the rapid deployment 
of urban search and rescue teams 
from across the international 
community”, Fletcher said.

“I am surging a rapid response 
team to reinforce the OCHA team in 
country,” he added.

Fletcher welcomed the 

international outpouring of aid and 
assistance already on display.

“The coming days will require a 
massive collective effort to support the 
[Venezuelan] government-led response 
and help communities,” he said.

The UN aid chief pointed out 
that even before the earthquakes 
hit west of the capital Caracas 
Wednesday evening, nearly eight 
million people in Venezuela were in 
need of humanitarian support.

“This disaster risks deepening 
existing vulnerabilities,” he warned.

– AFP

GENEVA – Venezuela must 
“immediately” unblock access 
to social media and news outlets, 
amid a “life and death” scramble 
for information after powerful 
twin earthquakes killed at least 
188 people, UN experts said 
yesterday.

“For a country already facing 
enormous challenges this is a 
devastating blow,” said a statement 
from The United Nations’s 
Independent International Fact-
Finding Mission on Venezuela.

They urged authorities to allow 
human rights to “guide all aspects 
of the national and international 

response to this immense tragedy.
“As a critical first step, it is 

vital that CONATEL, the country’s 
telecommunications regulator, 
fully unblock access to social 
media and all media outlets,” they 
added.

The experts, who are mandated 
by the UN Human Rights Council 
but who do not speak on behalf 
of the United Nations, said that in 
the aftermath of the quakes, such 
access would “be a matter of life 
and death”.

They added: “There can be 
no excuse for failing to do so 
immediately.”   – AFP

This photo taken yesterday shows a heavily damaged apartment building following 

an earthquake in Catia La Mar, La Guaira state, about 30 km northwest of Caracas. 

A twin earthquake that was Venezuela’s largest in over a century has killed at least 

188 people and destroyed multiple buildings near the capital, where residents 

searched on June 25 for missing relatives.                – AFP 

Residents search for victims through the rubble of a collapsed building in Catia 

La Mar, La Guaira state, about 30 km northwest of Caracas, yesterday, following 

Wednesday’s deadly twin earthquakes.                  – AFP 

Venezuelans trapped alive after twin quakes kill at least 188

Pope sends 100,000 euros 
in aid to Venezuela

After twin quakes, Venezuela 
must unblock social media 

access: UN experts

Germany o"ers 6 military transport planes 
to quake-hit Venezuela

Venezuela quake response needs ‘massive 
collective e"ort’: UN aid chief
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 Friday

 10:00  USA
First Stage · Group D · Los Angeles Stadium (Los Angeles)

 10:00  Australia
First Stage · Group D · San Francisco Bay Area Stadium

(San Francisco Bay Area)

Match Times shown in Macau time.Match Times shown in Macau time.

 

 

 

Saturday

 03:00 France
First Stage · Group I · Boston Stadium (Boston)

 03:00 Iraq
First Stage · Group I · Toronto Stadium (Toronto)

 08:00 Saudi Arabia
First Stage · Group H · Houston Stadium (Houston)

 08:00 Spain
First Stage · Group H · Guadalajara Stadium (Guadalajara)

 11:00 IR Iran
First Stage · Group G · Seattle Stadium (Seattle)

 11:00 Belgium
First Stage · Group G · BC Place Vancouver (Vancouver)

Monday

 03:00 Canada
Round of 32 · Los Angeles Stadium (Los Angeles)

Sunday

 05:00 England
First Stage · Group L · New York/New Jersey Stadium

(New Jersey)

 05:00 Ghana
First Stage · Group L · Philadelphia Stadium (Philadelphia)

 07:30 Portugal
First Stage · Group K · Miami Stadium (Miami)

 07:30 Uzbekistan
First Stage · Group K · Atlanta Stadium (Atlanta)

 10:00 Austria
First Stage · Group J · Kansas City Stadium (Kansas City)

 10:00 Argentina
First Stage · Group J · Dallas Stadium (Dallas)

Uruguay

Congo DR

Egypt

Algeria

New Zealand

Jordan

Türkiye

Paraguay

 Norway

South Africa

 Panama

Senegal

Croatia

Cabo Verde

Colombia

MONTERREY, Mexico – South 
Africa coach Hugo Broos said his 
team had shut up the “big mouths” 
after the Bafana Bafana qualified 
for the World Cup knockouts for the 
first time in their history by beating 
South Korea 1-0 on Wednesday.

The African team, playing in 
the tournament for the fourth time, 
finished second in Group A behind 
co-hosts Mexico, who had a perfect 
record of three wins out of three.

South Africa, who last featured 
at the World Cup when they hosted 
it in 2010, were widely written off 
after their 2-0 loss to Mexico in 
their opening match.

But they battled to a draw against 
the Czech Republic and came out 
on top in what was effectively 
a shootout for second place in 
Monterrey, thanks to Thapelo 
Maseko’s second-half strike.

“I’m very proud of the 
performance of my team and I 
think we gave an answer to all 
those big mouths of the last weeks 
that thought that we had to change 
something,” said a defiant Broos.

“We just did what we did. We 
just did what I wanted to do and this 
is the result.”

The 74-year-old, who has been 
at the helm since 2021, said reaching 
the second round was an emotional 
moment for South Africa.

“I said it already in the past that 
probably it will be one of the last 
games of my career and when you 
can end a career like I had in this 
way, I think everybody or every 
coach dreams of it.”

The Belgian said he had always 
believed in his players despite harsh 
criticism aimed at them.

“Between me as a coach and 

them as players is yes, maybe 
something unique - I’m the coach, 
but I’m not a coach,” he said.

“I think I’m a friend of theirs. So 
the relationship between the players 
and me, this is very good.”

South Africa will face Canada, 
one of the tournament co-hosts, 
in Los Angeles on Sunday, with a 
place in the last 16 up for grabs. The 
game will be played on Monday at 
3:00 a.m. Macau time.

“I just know that the players will 
be ready again and try to achieve the 
third round,” said Broos.

“It should be even more historic. 
But those players are chasing those 
things. Those players want to prove 
to everyone and to show that they 
are a good team. So we will see on 
Sunday if we can go further.”

– AFP/MPD
World Cup photos on Page 16

PARIS - More than four years 
after the start of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, FIFA yesterday indicated 
that it was opening the way for 
Russia to enter an international 
youth competition.

In announcing its under-15 
‘World Cup and Festival’ in 
Azerbaijan from October 22 to 
31, the governing body of world 
football said it would be open to 
everyone.

Even though Russian national 
teams and clubs have been barred 
from international competitions 
since 2022, FIFA never suspended 
the membership of the Russian 
football federation.

A spokesperson for FIFA would 
not directly mention Russia when 
talking to AFP but confirmed that 
the tournament “is open to all FIFA 
member associations” and noted 
that the competition format and 
details regarding participants would 
be announced later.

Russia immediately interpreted the 
statement as an invitation to return.

“We welcome FIFA’s decision to 
allow the Russian national team to 

take part in the World Cup and the 
FIFA U-15 Festival, which will be 
held in Azerbaijan in October 2026. 
This is an important step toward 
bringing Russian teams back into 
international sport,” posted Russian 
Sports Minister Mikhail Degtyarev 
on social media.

This move appears to be part of 
a gradual relaxing of restrictions on 
Russian and Belarusian athletes.

In May, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
recommended lifting restrictions on 
Belarusian athletes - allowing them 
to compete under their national 
flag and anthem and participate in 
team sports - while recommending 
that restrictions on Russian athletes 
remain in place.

After being banned in February 
2022, Russian athletes were 
reinstated under a neutral flag in 
March 2023, subject to specific 
conditions being met: competing 
only in individual events, having 
not publicly supported the invasion 
of Ukraine, and having no ties to 
the Russian military or security 
services.

Several international sports fed-
erations - including gymnastics, 
judo, and swimming - have gone fur-
ther, allowing Russian and Belaru-
sian athletes to compete under their 
national flags and anthems.

Last December, a summit 
bringing together the IOC and 
representatives of international 
sports federations, recommended 
reinstating athletes from both 
countries, complete with their 
anthems and flags.

On Wednesday, the IOC changed 
the Olympic charter section on 
neutrality, a move interpreted by 
some observers as clearing the way 
to drop its ban on Russia.

In 2023, UEFA made an initial 
attempt to reintegrate Russian 
youth teams into European football 
competitions - without flags, 
anthems, or official kits to avoid 
“punishing” them for “actions for 
which only adults are responsible”.

It abandoned the plan in the face 
of boycott threats from Ukraine, 
England, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Ireland, 
Norway and Romania.     – AFP

‘We shut up big mouths,’ says 
S Africa’s World Cup coach Broos

FIFA opens way for Russia youth 
team to enter competition

South Africa’s forward Thapelo Maseko (left) celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s first goal during the 2026 World 
Cup Group A match against South Korea at the Monterrey Stadium in Guadalupe, Mexico, on Wednesday.   – AFP
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Cricket

Julian Guyer
NOTTINGHAM – England 

captain Ben Stokes’s endured a 
frustrating return to international 
duty as an unbroken opening 
stand between New Zealand 
skipper Tom Latham and Devon 
Conway continued to deny the 
hosts a breakthrough in the third 
Test at Trent Bridge.

New Zealand were a 
commanding 213-0 at tea on 
yesterday’s opening day in 
Nottingham.

Latham, making the most of 
winning a good toss in sweltering 
heat, was 109 not out with fellow 
left-hander Conway, closing in on 
three figures as well, unbeaten on 94.

Stokes and fast bowler Gus 
Atkinson returned as two of four 
changes to the England team 
thrashed by 253 runs in the second 
Test at the Oval after being dropped 
for breaking a midnight curfew in 
an incident at a London nightclub 
celebrating the home side’s win in 
the series opener at Lord’s.

Atkinson was given the new 
ball but could not break through, 
while Latham edged express 
quick Jofra Archer through a gap 
in the slip cordon.

Recalled off-spinner Shoaib 
Bashir, who hadn’t bowled in a 
Test in more than a year, came on 
in the 11th over - unusually early 
for a slow bowler on the opening 
day of a Test match.

But he came closest to a 
wicket when Conway, on 18, 
was deceived by a well-flighted 
delivery and saw his miscued 
drive just evade a diving Joe Root 
at short extra-cover.

Latham, meanwhile clipped 
fast bowler Josh Tongue off 

his pads for four – one of four 
boundaries in a 65-ball fifty

Stokes brought himself on, to 
warm applause and cheers from the 
crowd, for the 20th over, with New 
Zealand 64-0 but Conway drove 
the seamer’s second ball for four.

At lunch, New Zealand were 
108-0, with Latham 60 not out and 
Conway unbeaten on 45.

Latham had added just one run 
to his lunch score when he was 
rapped on the pads by Tongue, 
bowling from around the wicket. 
England’s appeal for lbw was 
turned down and their review 
indicated the ball would have 
missed leg stump.

By contrast, Conway was on 
71, with New Zealand 171-0, 
when Bashir did not appeal for 
lbw only for replays to suggest the 
batsman would have been out.

Latham, 34, then completed a 
149-ball hundred with successive 
boundaries off Stokes - a slashing 
cut followed by a leg-glance. It 
was his 17th century in 95 Tests.

Tongue was the pick of 
England’s bowlers at tea with an 
economical return of 0-34 in 10 
overs as Stokes tried to protect 
his quicks from the soaring 
temperatures by bowling them in 
relatively short spells.

New Zealand’s start was all 
the more creditable given they 
suffered a double blow when Matt 
Henry (calf) and Glenn Phillips 
(side strain), fresh from an 
11-wicket haul and a maiden Test 
century at the Oval respectively, 
both pulled out because of injury.

With towering fast bowler 
Kyle Jamieson also rested as a 
precaution, New Zealand were 
missing three key players.

At stumps yesterday New Zea-
land were 361 for 4.       – AFP/MPD

A notice on the scoreboard warns spectators of possible alterations to train 
services due to heat, on the first day of the third Test cricket match between 
England and New Zealand at Trent Bridge in Nottingham yesterday.       – AFP

LAUSANNE – The International 
Olympic Committee, meeting in 
an extraordinary session, yesterday 
approved adding ski mountaineering, 
which made its Olympic debut in 
Milan-Cortina this year, to the 2030 
Winter Games programme.

The IOC has gathered in 
Lausanne to review initiatives 
launched by Kirsty Coventry since 
her election last June as its president.

After approving changes to 
the Olympic charter and grants 
for competitors on the opening 
day, the session yesterday ratified 
a decision taken earlier in June by 
the IOC Executive Board to make 
ski mountaineering an “additional 
sport” for the 2030 Games in and 
around the French Alps.

‘Skimo’ requires athletes, 
racing side-by-side, to negotiate 
uphill climbs on ski and foot before 
descending by ski.

There were three events at 
Milan-Cortina - men’s and women’s 
sprints and a mixed relay. The 
proposal for 2030 adds men’s and 
women’s relays.

“The competition format 
delivered exciting head-to-head 
racing, even in challenging weather 
conditions - with strong engagement 

from spectators, a good atmosphere, 
a format that was easy to follow 
and observe, and clear competitive 
value,” Karl Stoss, the chair of 
Olympic Programme Working 
Committee, told yesterday’s session.

He said his committee was 
attracted by skimo’s “youth appeal,” 
and “recognised the sport’s potential 
to add meaningful value to the 
programme...and its ability to enhance 
diversity, authenticity and appeal.”

The addition of the sport, with a 

proposed quota of 72 athletes, could 
create pressure for cuts elsewhere.

Decisions covering the full 2030 
programme, including the disciplines 
to be included and the number of 
events and athletes, will not be 
finalised until later this summer.

Nordic combined, which 
consists of ski jumping and cross-
country skiing, is under scrutiny. 
Freeride skiing and snowboarding 
on longboards, could potentially be 
introduced.      – AFP

Austria’s Johanna Hiemer, (from right to left) France’s Margot Ravinel, Switzerland’s 
Marianne Fatton and Slovakia’s Marianna Jagercikova compete in the women’s sprint 
ski mountaineering heat 2 during the Milano Cortina 2026 Winter Olympic Games at 
the Stelvio Ski Centre in Bormio (Valtellina) on February 19.               – AFP

F1

SPIELBERG BEI KNITTELF-
ELD, Austria – Double Formula One 
champion Fernando Alonso said he 
was committed to Aston Martin yes-
terday despite being linked to other 
teams, but did not rule out leaving 
Formula One to race in a different 
series next year.

The 44-year-old Spaniard, whose 
future has been a subject of specula-
tion after Aston Martin’s poor start to 
the season, avoided direct comment 
on a possible return to Alpine.

Speaking ahead of this 
weekend’s Austrian Grand Prix, he 
said he felt fit and fast, wanted to 
continue racing as part of Canadian 
billionaire Lawrence Stroll’s Aston 
Martin project.

Aston Martin trackside boss 
Mike Krack has made clear that he 
did not want to see Alonso leave at 
the end of his contract this year, but 
Alonso was adamant that he would 
decide his own future.

“It doesn’t change anything,” he 
said. “I don’t need Mike to tell me 
that I’m fast. I feel it every lap that I 
do on track.”

He said he would make a 

decision for next year after F1’s 
summer break.

“I will keep racing, because I feel 
fast and motivated and I love what I 
do. I won’t stop now, but if I stay in 
F1, or not, that’s a different story.”

Alonso has said this season he 
does not like F1’s new hybrid cars.

“I need to enjoy the category 
I race in, the feeling of the power 
units, the regulations,” he said 
yesterday. “There are many factors 
and I have many options.”

After seven races, Aston Martin 
has only one point and Alonso said 
some of the criticism of the team on 
social media was “borderline abuse”.

“We’ve been very badly treated 
by the outside world and it’s normal 
as we are underperforming,” he 
said. “We are in a bad moment and 
when summer break comes, there 
are always rumours.”

‘Easy target’
Famed British engineer Adrian 

Newey joined Aston Martin last 
year and this season Aston Martin 
have started a deal with Honda to 
supply power units.

“My commitment with Aston 
Martin is beyond my driving time,” said 

Alonso. “I believe in this project. We 
have the right people and, obviously, 
we have the best of the best with Adrian 
Newey and we have Honda.

“We started on the back foot, 
yes, and we understand that, but we 
are trying to put things in place as 
soon as possible. So, we are an easy 
target because we are at the back.”

Moving to Alpine might not be 
an option.

The French-owned team’s execu-
tive advisor Flavio Briatore suggested 
there was unlikely to be room for 
Alonso, praising current drivers Franco 
Colapinto, who is 23, and Pierre Gasly.

“Franco is integrating much 
better in the team and improving a 
lot – mentally, technically and in the 
relationship with the team. We are 
working hard with him,” said Briatore.

“He is moving to Monaco - and I 
see him a lot there. We talk a lot and 
his confidence is growing.”

Meanwhile, Gasly has collected 41 
of the teams 57 points this season and 
Briatore said he would make a decision 
on next year’s line-up in August.

“If Franco is performing as he 
is and the relationship is super, as it 
is, maybe we stay with them. Why 
not?”        – AFP

Tennis

BAD HOMBURG, Germany – 
Four-time Grand Slam winner Naomi 
Osaka advanced to the semi-finals of 
the Wimbledon warm-up tournament 
in Bad Homburg, Germany after 
a dominant victory over Ekaterina 
Alexandrova yesterday.

The Japanese sixth seed won 

6-2, 6-2 in just 59 minutes to reach 
the final four of the grass court 
tournament just days from the start 
of Wimbledon.

Osaka, the world number 15, 
is one win away from a first grass-
court final of her career.

“Obviously I can’t say that I’ve 
had much experience on grass, but I 
feel really good right now,” Osaka 

said, adding that coach Tomas 
Wiktorowski, who started working 
with her last July, “is helping me 
understand grass a lot more, so I feel 
pretty comfortable at this point.”

Osaka was broken early in the 
opening set but swiftly struck back 
against the unseeded Russian.

Osaka won eight straight games 
- a run which included 15 points in a 

row - as she took the opening set and 
ran out to a 3-0 lead in the second.

The 19th-ranked Alexandrova 
rallied to win her next two service 
games but Osaka closed out the 
match in just under an hour.

Osaka will play Chinese world 
number 52 Wang Xinyu, who 
reached the final four when eighth-
ranked Ukrainian Elina Svitolina 

pulled out citing exhaustion on 
Wednesday.

Romania’s Elena-Gabriel Ruse 
also made the final four after a 
straight-sets victory over American 
Emma Navarro. Ruse won 6-4, 6-2 
in one hour and 15 minutes.

Later yesterday, fourth seed 
Karolina Muchova beat Dane Clara 
Tauson 1-6, 6-2, 64.      – AFP/MPD

Dominant Osaka cruises into Bad Homburg semis

Alonso committed to Aston Martin, but is keeping options open

NZ make England toil as Stokes 
returns for series decider

IOC votes to continue ski 
mountaineering for 2030 Games
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LONDON – The Spice Girls burst 

onto the music scene with the release of 
their infectious debut “Wannabe” 30 years 
ago today, carving a place in pop history 
championing Girl Power, and leaving their 
mark on fashion and global culture.

The British group of five young women 
formed in 1994, and the irrepressibly catchy 
“Wannabe” was released on June 26, 1996, 
initially in Asia. It shot swiftly up the charts 
to number one in Britain, the United States 
and dozens of other countries.

“They weren’t just a throwaway pop 
band,” Dominic Mohan, a former editor of 
The Sun tabloid who covered the British 
music scene at the time, told AFP.

“They were very spirited and they 
had quite strong messages as well, about 
feminism and about girl power and about 
being who you are”.

And he said of “Wannabe”: “It’s one of 
those records, as soon as you hear it you 
realise that it’s going to go down in history.”

He has curated an exhibition at the 
Barbican Centre in London entitled “1996: 
30 Years on” running until mid-September, 
which features the Spice Girls and some of 
their iconic looks.

Band member Mel B loaned the leopard-
skin catsuit she wore to belt out “Wannabe” 
at the 1997 Brit Awards, where the song won 
two prizes.

Unlike previous girl groups in matching 
outfits, each of the five Spice Girls had their 
own individual style.

Mel B, short for Melanie Brown, also 
known as Scary Spice, wore animal prints, 
Posh Spice Victoria Adams, now Beckham, 
had a bob and dark dresses and Baby Spice 
Emma Bunton preferred pastels and bunches.

Mel C, Melanie Chisholm or Sporty 

Spice, favoured sports gear and Geri 
Halliwell, or Ginger Spice due to her red 
hair, wore a short, short Union Jack dress 
and boots for the Brits performance.

“Wannabe” with its catchy refrain – “I’ll 
tell you want I want, what I really, really 
want” and its insistence that “friendship 
never ends” – became an anthem for a 
generation of young women. It has been 
played almost 1.5 billion times on Spotify.

The anniversary has revived talk of a 
possible reunion, although the bandmates 
have not all performed together since the 

2012 London Olympics.
“It’s our 30th anniversary, I do think we 

should be doing something,” Brown told the 
Press Association this month.

“We’re all talking about it”, but “nothing 
has been confirmed”.

The women are said to have remained 
close, with four of them joining celebrations 
for Emma Bunton’s 50th birthday earlier 
this year.

‘A punk feel’
In a sign of their lasting legacy, current 

stars including Taylor Swift, Dua Lipa, Adele 
and Charli XCX have cited their music as an 
influence.

“There’s a tendency, I think, for people to 
look back and think Spice Girls were really 
bubblegum pop,” Joel Gray, a lecturer in 
media, art and communications at Sheffield 
Hallam University, told AFP.

But he argued “they actually had much 
more of a punk feel”.

The women’s raucous style also made 
them gay icons, Gray said, since “their loud 
and proud persona gave a platform to the 
LGBT audience”.

Both Mel C and Halliwell were named 
“honorary gays” by Britain’s Attitude, a top 
LGBTQ magazine.

The group was, however, put together 
and managed by men: powerful industry 
figure Simon Fuller oversaw the release 
of “Wannabe”, although the women 
subsequently sacked him.

Unlike some boybands of the era such as 
Take That, the group have rarely performed 
together since splitting in 1998 and going on 
to build successful careers, such as Victoria 
Beckham’s fashion label.

All five members sang at the 2012 
Olympics, and their most recent performance 
was in 2019, without Beckham.

Given the “Wannabe” anniversary, “I 
would have thought that they might re-form 
... for just maybe a one-off kind of gig or a 
few dates,” said Mohan.

So far, the group have only announced a 
T-shirt and a vinyl issue of “Wannabe”.

“I don’t think we’re going to see a 
permanent full-time reunion, but I could 
absolutely see them doing something again 
as a group,” said Gray.

“What I’ve learned with the Spice Girls 
is never say never.”     – AFP

Spice Girls’ debut ‘Wannabe’ turns 30, amid reunion talkSpice Girls’ debut ‘Wannabe’ turns 30, amid reunion talk

Members of the British pop group the Spice Girls –  (from left to right) Ginger Spice, Geri; Scary Spice, 
Mel B.; Posh Spice, Victoria;  Baby Spice, Emma; and Sporty Spice, Mel C. – pose before presenting 
their first film “Spice World the Movie” in Madrid on December 18, 1997. First released on June 26, 1996, 
and celebrating it’s 30th anniversary of it’s release in June 2026, The Spice Girls’ song “Wannabe” became 
a worldwide hit for the all-women British group known for its perceived message of “girl power”.     – AFP 

Hollywood powerhouses bring AI fight to Europe

Bulgarian MEP 
Eva Maydell (left) 
and Australian 
actress and 
producer Cate 
Blanchett listen 
to a speech 
during the 
launch of the 
“RSL Media 
Human Consent 
Registry to 
Protect Identity 
in the Age of AI”, 
at the European 
Parliament (EP)
in Brussels on 
Tuesday.    – AFP 

Raziye Akkoc
BRUSSELS – Australian actress Cate 

Blanchett brought Hollywood starpower to 
Brussels on Tuesday as she launched a free 
tool to give people the right to decide how 
their image can be used by AI firms.

Blanchett announced the Human Consent 
Registry was live at the European Parliament 
also attended by Hollywood directing 
heavyweight Steven Soderbergh.

The public tool available online will allow 
anyone to register how they want their identity 
– name, image, voice, likeness, movement 
and/or other personal attributes – to be used 
by AI systems.

They will have three options: allowed, 
allowed with terms, or prohibited.

“Human consent is not an impediment to 
progress. Human consent does not diminish 

the struggles and the joys of technological 
innovation or inhuman creativity,” Blanchett 
said at the event in the parliament’s library.

She insisted the issue did not just affect 
public figures like herself, but for anyone who 
has been photographed “or simply lived some 
part of their life online”.

The registry has been launched by RSL Media, 
co-founded by Blanchett, a non-profit organisation 
focused on ensuring consent in AI use.

RSL Media hopes AI companies will 
voluntarily consult the registry.

Blanchett has been a staunch proponent 
of protecting rights in the age of generative 
artificial intelligence.

She was among over 800 creatives 
including US actress Scarlett Johansson as 
well as Mexican director Guillermo del Toro, 
who published an open letter accusing AI 

giants of “theft” in January this year.
Hosting Tuesday’s event was Bulgarian EU 

lawmaker Eva Maydell who hailed the new tool.
The registry “represents an ambitious 

attempt to turn the principles into practice and 
make consent more accessible and feasible, 
to make rights more transparent, and to make 
trust more scalable”, Maydell said.

Soderbergh hailed “a template that we 
think really works for both the companies and 
the creative community”.

Storytelling
The European Parliament (EP) has 

garnered international attention after the EU 
became the first in the world to regulate AI so 
comprehensively.

Maydell had been one of the key EU 
negotiators of the landmark AI Act.

First Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Sabine Verheyen said the EU needed 
“robust concept mechanisms so creators retain 
control over their own image, voice” and more.

Blanchett and Soderbergh weren’t the 
only Hollywood figures in town to talk AI.

Acclaimed American film-maker Darren 
Aronofsky told an audience of creatives at the 
EU parliament in another event hosted by MEP 
Maydell how his AI studio Primordial Soup 
was using the technology for storytelling.

Aronofsky felt that, while the models 
often created “incredible” images, they lacked 
the “power of emotion and the power of our 
humanity”.

With that discovery, he said he realised 
“we need to figure out how to use this 
incredible technology” and “turn them into 
storytelling machines”.        – AFP



FRIDAY June 26, 2026
WORLD CUP POST-SCRIPT

The Macau Post Daily16 Your trusted source for real news 

A South African fan cheers for her team during the 2026 World Cup Group A match 

against South Korea at the Monterrey Stadium in Guadalupe, Mexico, on Wednesday. 

– AFP

Mexican football fans celebrate their victory at the Angel de la Independencia 

in Mexico City on Wednesday, after the 2026 FIFA World Cup match against 

Czechia.          – AFP

Brazil fans react as they watch the FIFA World Cup 2026 Group C match 

against Scotland outside the Miami Stadium (Hard Rock Stadium) in Miami 

Gardens, Florida, on Wednesday.                  – AFP

Haiti fans react while watching the 2026 World Cup match against Morocco, 

in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Wednesday.    – AFP

South Korean fans react as they watch the 2026 World Cup football match against 

South Africa on big screens at Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul yesterday.   – AFP

Scotland fans react as they watch the FIFA World Cup 2026 Group C match against 

Brazil during a viewing party at the FIFA Fan Festival in Miami, Florida, on Wednesday. 

– AFP


