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Africa-China relations model for 
South-South cooperation: AU chair

Africa-China relations exemplify model South-South coop-
eration, based on mutual respect, solidarity, and shared benefits, 
the current Chairperson of the African Union (AU) and Burun-
dian President Evariste Ndayishimiye has said.  – Story on p. 6

Over 150 baby deaths linked to 
UK maternity scandal: probe

More than 500 mothers and babies suffered potentially 
avoidable harm or died due to poor care at a UK hospital, 
according to a damning report published yesterday, in the 
country’s latest maternity scandal.               –  Story on p. 11

Spanish PM denies rampant graft 
after ex-top aide jailed

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez dismissed 
allegations of “widespread corruption” against his Socialists 
yesterday after an ex-top aide was jailed for a graft scandal 
that risks toppling the government.    – Story on p. 12 

Armindo Neves
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President 

Deland Leong Wai Man told reporters that any 
historic building damaged by fire such as the 
one early yesterday may apply for assistance 
from the Cultural Development Fund’s (FDC) 
Financial Support Plan for the Improvement 
of Historic Buildings.

Leong made the remarks on the sidelines 
of a regular meeting of the government-
appointed Cultural Development Consultative 
Council at the Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) 
in Nape. Reporters asked her about the issue 
after a listed building in the city centre was 
gutted by a smouldering fire which affected 
adjacent heritage buildings. 

At about 5 a.m. yesterday, the Fire Services 
Bureau (CB) received a report of a fire at a 
street-level shop on Avenida de Almeida 
Ribeiro (widely known as San Ma Lou, its 
name in Cantonese). The entire avenue is a 
listed cultural heritage ensemble. 

According to a CB spokesman, firefighters 
rushed to the scene and immediately began 
extinguishing the blaze. The spokesman added 
that during the operation, they discovered an 
electrical leak, which prevented them from 
entering the shop directly. As a result, firefighters 
sprayed water on the flames from the outside 
and deployed a ladder truck for their protection.

After telling power utility CEM to cut off 

the electricity supply, firefighters used tools to 
force open the door and tackle the fire from 
the inside, the spokesman said. The operation 
involved 44 firefighters, 10 emergency 
vehicles and a drone. It took the firefighters 
about two hours to get the fire under control. 

A Public Security Police (PSP) spokesman 
confirmed to the Post by phone yesterday 
afternoon that due to the smoky blaze, the city’s 
main thoroughfare was completely closed to 
vehicular traffic from 5:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
Limited traffic access began around 9:00 a.m., 
but only buses were allowed to enter the avenue. 
The avenue was only fully reopened at 2:15 p.m.

The affected structure is a three-storey 
cultural heritage building. According to the 
spokesman, the fire started in a shop within 
the building and spread to the second and 
third floors of adjacent heritage buildings.

The CB spokesman told the Post that a short 
circuit in an air-conditioning unit’s wiring 
was believed to have caused the blaze, adding 
that the affected area on each floor measured 
approximately 5 metres by 15 metres. The 
spokesman said that no-one was injured in the 
blaze, adding that the Cultural Affairs Bureau, 
the Lands and Urban Construction Bureau 
(DSSCU), and CEM were notified during the 
fire-fighting operation and attended the scene 
to prepare follow-up action. 

Continued on p.3

Heritage building on San Ma Lou 
gutted by smoky blaze 

Fire-hit historic buildings may apply for FDC funding: IC chief

This photo obtained from Facebook yesterday shows firefighters battling a smoky blaze gutting a heritage 
building on San Ma Lou early yesterday. The Post cannot independently verify the authenticity of the image.

WASHINGTON, DC – A Chinese 
machine has seized the title of world’s most 
powerful supercomputer, ending nearly a 
decade of US dominance and underscoring 
Beijing’s drive to build advanced computing 
power with homegrown technology.

The system, called LineShine, topped the 
closely watched TOP500 ranking unveiled 
on Monday at the major computing ISC 
conference in Hamburg, northern Germany.

It is the first time since 2017 that a 
Chinese supercomputer has led the list, 
which has been published twice a year since 
1993 and serves as an informal scoreboard 
for the world’s computing superpowers.

LineShine knocked the previous 

champion, the US Energy Department’s El 
Capitan, into second place.

Located in Shenzhen, the machine 
hit a sustained speed of 2.2 “exaflops” 
– a measure of how many calculations a 
computer can perform each second.

Crucially, LineShine was built entirely 
with Chinese-designed processors, rather 
than the US-made chips that power most of 
the world’s top systems.

The United States still claims three of the 
top four spots, with El Capitan, housed at the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in 
California, coming in at second place.

Out of Europe, Germany’s JUPITER 
Booster rounds out the top five.        – AFP

China displaces US for world’s 
fastest supercomputer crown

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee 

and chairman of the Central Military Commission, greets residents while visiting Xiyujia Village 

of Lingcheng District in Dezhou City, Shandong Province, yesterday. Xi paid an inspection visit to 

Dezhou yesterday. (More on p.7)        – Xinhua 
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VERY HOT. 
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WILL RANGE BETWEEN 
70% AND 95%.
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Khalel Vallo
The local Health Bureau 

(SSM) yesterday issued a renewed 
warning for residents to take pre-
cautions against heatstroke, as the 
Meteorological and Geophysical 
Bureau (SMG) maintained a yel-
low hot weather alert and forecast 
persistently hot conditions over 
the next two days.

An SSM statement noted that 
high temperatures, combined with 
humidity and poor air circulation, 
can significantly increase the 
risk of heat-related illnesses, 
particularly for people engaged in 
outdoor or physically demanding 
activities, adding that when the 
human body is exposed to extreme 
heat, natural cooling mechanisms 
such as sweating and increased 
breathing are activated. 

However, the statement under-
lined that in conditions of prolonged 
exposure to sunlight, heavy humid-
ity, or insufficient ventilation, these 
mechanisms may fail, leading to a 
range of heat-related conditions. 

According to the local 
observatory, the yellow alert is 
issued when the weather is forecast 
to be “very hot”. It is activated 
when temperatures are expected to 
reach or exceed 33 degrees Celsius 
in certain areas. Meanwhile, the 
orange alert signifies “extremely 
hot” weather, typically issued by the 
local observatory when maximum 
temperatures are forecast to surpass 
34 or even 35 degrees Celsius. 

According to the statement, 

four main types of heat-related 
illnesses were highlighted: heat 
syncope (fainting or dizziness 
caused by overheating), heat 
cramps, heat exhaustion, and 
heatstroke. 

The most severe form, heat-
stroke, can cause body tempera-
tures to rise to around 41 degrees 
Celsius, potentially resulting in 
neurological damage, organ fail-
ure, or even death if not treated 
promptly, the statement said. 

The bureau advised the public 
to avoid prolonged outdoor activity 
during peak heat hours, wear light-
coloured and loose-fitting clothing, 
and use hats or umbrellas for sun 
protection, the statement pointed 
out, adding that residents are 
also encouraged to stay in well-
ventilated areas and use fans or air 
conditioning when possible.

The statement further empha-
sised the importance of maintaining 
hydration with electrolyte drinks 
while avoiding alcohol, coffee, and 
strong tea, adding that vulnerable 
groups such as the elderly, children, 
pregnant women, and individuals 
with chronic illnesses are urged to 
take extra precautions. 

The bureau reminded residents 
to seek medical assistance immedi-
ately if symptoms occur. In severe 
cases, emergency services should 
be contacted via 999, and first aid 
measures such as cooling the body 
and moving the patient to a shaded 
or air-conditioned area should be 
applied while awaiting help. 

Health Bureau urges 
residents to guard 
against heatstroke 

This image downloaded yesterday shows the symptoms of a heatstroke. – Photo 
courtesy of Queensland’s Australia Wide First Aid website. 

Khalel Vallo
The Cultural Affairs Bureau 

(IC) announced in a statement 
yesterday the provisional schedule 
for the 44th Macao Young Musicians 
Competition, which will take place 
from July 25 through August 2 at 
multiple venues in Macau, with a 
“Special Prize Competition” set for 
August 6. 

According to the statement, the 
competition covers both Chinese 
and Western instrument categories 
and has received close to 1,100 
applications following the closure 
of submissions earlier this month. 

This year’s competition will 
be held at the Macao University of 
Tourism’s (UTM) Mong-Ha campus 
and the Escola Oficial de Seac Pai 
Van (Seac Pai Van Official School/
石排灣公立學校) in Coloane, the 
statement noted, adding that the Spe-
cial Prize Competition is provision-
ally scheduled for August 6 at the 
Seac Pai Van school venue. 

Participants are required to 
register in person at designated 
venues by presenting their Macau 
Resident Identity Card (BIR), 
the statement said. The bureau 
stressed that failure to complete 
in-person registration will result 
in disqualification, the statement 

noted, adding that competitors 
are also advised to check venue 
locations in advance to better plan 
travel arrangements. 

In addition, participants and 
accompanists must use legally 
obtained music scores, the state-
ment underlined. Where applicable, 
a “Music Score Copyright Decla-
ration” must be submitted via the 
competition system by July 15, the 
statement said. Certain categories, 
including percussion and ensemble 
groups in both Chinese and Western 
instruments, are required to submit 

stage instrument placement plans 
by July 3, the statement noted. 

The bureau reminded partici-
pants to refer closely to the official 
regulations covering instrument 
loans, rehearsal arrangements, com-
petition rules, and check-in proce-
dures, according to the statement. 

The bureau encouraged all 
participants to carefully review 
competition requirements and 
schedules to ensure smooth 
participation in one of Macau’s key 
youth music education events, the 
statement said. 

44th Macao Young Musicians Competition releases 
schedule, nearly 1,100 applications received 

This poster provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) yesterday promotes the 
upcoming “44th  Macao Young Musicians Competition” slated to start on July 25.

Ida Cheong
The “Guangdong-Hong Kong-

Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) 
Song Writers Quest 2026-2027” 
is now open for song-writing 
workshop enrolment until July 22, 
with 30 vacancies, according to a 
press conference yesterday.

The press conference for the 
song creation competition was held 
yesterday at Macao New Chinese 
Youth Association.

The competition is organised 
by the Macau Association of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
(MACA), and supported by the 
Music Copyright Society of China 
(MCSC), the Composers and 
Authors Society of Hong Kong 
Limited (CASH), and the Cultural 
Development Fund.

According to the MACA 
statement, the competition consists 
of six parts: press conference, the 
song writing workshop recruitment 
phase, the song writing workshop 
training phase, call for entries for 
the Song Writers Quest, finals and 
performance, adding that the first 
stage, the song writing workshop, 
is now open for registration until 
July 22, and the lessons start on 
September 3 until  December 31 
(every Monday and Thursday) 
covering composition, lyrics, 
vocal techniques, music software 
application, recording technology, 
and music copyright. 

The statement noted that 
the final slated for August, in 
which several awards, including 
Champion, First Runner-up, Second 
Runner-up, Best Composition, Best 
Lyrics, Best Performance, and My 
Favourite Song will be presented.

After the competition, the 
organiser will invite local singers 
or the original performers of the 
winning songs to campus for live 
performances, helping to promote 
Macau’s original music.

The call for entries will open 
early next year to the “9+2” GBA 
cities, and at least half of the 
members of each participating band 
must be residents of the Greater 
Bay Area, the statement said, 
adding that the competition will 
invite renowned composers and 
lyricists from the Chinese mainland, 

Hong Kong and Macau to form a 
professional judging panel, which 
will select eight entries to advance 
to the final. 

The inaugural competition 
concluded successfully last year in 
Macau, receiving over 260 entries, 
effectively promoting music and 
cultural exchange within the Greater 
Bay Area, the statement added.

The Greater Bay Area comprises 
nine cities in Guangdong Province 
and the nation’s two special 
administrative regions (SARs) – 
Hong Kong and Macau. 

GBA song writing workshop opens enrolment

This handout poster provided by the Macau Association of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers (MACA) yesterday promotes its “Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) Song Writers Quest 2026-2027” now open for song writing workshop 
enrolment until July 22.



Armindo Neves
The Na Tcha Temple 

Association will hold a Na 
Tcha-themed fair, titled “Lotus 
Door Three Banquets: Rites 
Banquets”, tomorrow in front 
of the Na Tcha Temple near the 
Ruins of St Paul’s, both of which 
are listed by UNESCO as World 
Heritage sites.

According to Kuok Pak Yu, 
head of the association’s youth 
division, the Rites Banquets 
(禮宴) focus on traditional folk 
beliefs and rituals. They also form 
the very core of the upcoming 
Na Tcha Festival, encompassing 
the historically significant Taoist 
rituals for blessing and salvation, 
solemn sacrificial ceremonies, 
and the centrepiece events –the 
“Procession of Crown Prince 
Na Tcha and float parade”, as 
well as the “poon choi” banquet 

(poon choi—or “basin dish”—is 
a traditional Cantonese festival 
meal).

According to chatbot Gemini, 
within the context of Na Tcha 
culture, the term “rite/ ritual” 
(禮) conveys both reverence and 
gratitude for divine protection, 
as well as the folk customs and 
ceremonial traditions that have 
been passed down through 
generations.

According to the promotional 
poster, the fair will be open from 
tomorrow until next Wednesday, 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. each day. 
The event will feature stalls 
offering Macau’s local cuisine, 
alongside stalls themed around 
intangible cultural heritage. 
Different performances and 
game activities will take place 
every day, and a free fortune-
telling booth will also be set up. 
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Heritage building on San Ma Lou gutted 
by smoky blaze 

Continued from p.1
Regarding the buildings 

affected by yesterday’s fire, Leong 
said that her bureau conducts 
safety inspections of all cultural 
heritage buildings at least twice 
a year, adding that the first round 
of inspections for this year has 
already been completed. However, 
she pointed out that the buildings 
affected by yesterday’s fire are 
private property, and by noon her 
bureau had not yet been able to 
contact the owners, Leong said.

In due course, the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau, in conjunction with 
the Lands and Urban Construction 
Bureau and other relevant entities, 
will enter the building to assess 
the extent of the damage, Leong 
told the media at about midday. 

She added that if the façades of the 
affected buildings are found to have 
been damaged, the owners will be 
required to carry out restoration 
work using the original designs and 
materials.

She noted that under the current 
mechanism, the bureau is unable 
to conduct internal inspections of 
privately owned heritage buildings 
without the owners’ consent. 

In the next phase, according to 
Leong, her bureau will step up its 
fire safety advisories to heritage 
buildings’ private owners and 
will discuss ways with the Fire 
Services Bureau to improve fire 
safety mechanisms for densely built 
heritage buildings in the city’s old 
quarters. The owners concerned may 
apply for assistance from the FDC’s 

Financial Support Plan for the 
Improvement of Historic Buildings, 
though approval would depend on 
the urgency of the damage.

According to an FDC state-
ment on April 10, the financial 
support plan has two application 
rounds per year. The first round 
this year ran from April 13 to June 
12, while the second round will 
run from September 14 to Novem-
ber 13. The statement added that 
the scheme operates on a subsidy 
basis, covering 50 percent to 80 
percent of the budgeted expendi-
ture, with a maximum subsidy of 
two million patacas and a funding 
period of up to 18 months. If the 
budget is fully allocated, the 
application period will close ear-
ly, the statement noted. 

Armindo Neves
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 

President Deland Leong Wai Man 
and committee member Ieng Weng 
Fat announced yesterday that an 
exhibition commemorating the 
160th anniversary of Dr Sun Yat-
sen’s* birth will be held in October.

The government-appointed Cul-
tural Development Consultative 
Committee held a regular meeting 
yesterday at the Macau Cultural 
Centre (CCM) in Nape. The meet-
ing was chaired by Leong in her 
capacity as the acting president of 
the committee.

At the post-meeting press 
conference, Leong outlined the 
outcomes of the 24th Greater Pearl 
River Delta Cultural Cooperation 
Meeting, which was held earlier 
this month in Zhuhai. She added 
that the conference covered 
cooperation across multiple areas, 
including culture, museums 
and heritage, intangible cultural 

heritage, libraries, and the cultural 
and creative industries. Initiatives 
discussed included joint touring 
exhibitions among museums in 
the three regions, collaborative 
intangible cultural heritage 
exhibitions, the sharing of archival 
and documentary resources, and 
performances and presentations 
by cultural and creative industry 
professionals, Leong said.

Committee member Ieng 
also noted that fellow members 
had expressed concern regarding 
the promotional efforts for the 
centenary of the birth of Macau 
musician Doming Lam (林樂培).**

Leong further announced that 
her bureau has built a small stage 
at the Outdoor Performance Venue 
in Cotai, and welcomes arts groups 
and community associations to 
make use of it. Details on how to 
book the facility will be announced 
shortly, she said.

According to Leong, the area also 

features sports facilities, including 
parent-child and three-on-three 
basketball courts for public use.

In addition, to mark the 160th 

anniversary of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s 
birth, Guangdong, Hong Kong, and 
Macau will hold related exhibitions 
around October, Leong said, adding 

that the specific budget and venue 
details will be announced later. 

*Dr Sun Yat-sen (孫中山, 1866-
1925) was a towering revolutionary, 
physician, and political philosopher 
widely revered as the “Father of 
modern China.” He played the 
central role in overthrowing the 
Qing Dynasty and establishing the 
Republic of China (ROC), which 
preceded the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC), ending over 
two millennia of imperial rule. – 
Gemini, MPD 

*Doming Lam (林樂培, 1926–
2023) was a seminal composer, 
conductor, and promoter widely 
revered as the “Father of New 
Music in Hong Kong.” Born in 
Macau, his long and influential 
career successfully bridged the 
gap between avant-garde Western 
techniques and traditional Chinese 
roots, placing Hong Kong firmly 
on the global contemporary music 
map. – Gemini 

Exhibition for 160th anniversary of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s birth 
to be held in October

Cultural Development Consultative Committee Acting President and Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man (right) and committee member Ieng 
Weng Fat look on after the committee’s regular closed-door meeting at the Macau 
Cultural Centre (CCM) yesterday. – Photo: Armindo Neves

Booths are being set up in front of UNESCO World Heritage-listed Na Tcha 
Temple near the Ruins of St Paul’s yesterday.       – Photo: Armindo Neves

Na Tcha-themed fair to 
start tomorrow

Ida Cheong
The Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) announced in a 
statement yesterday that it has busted 
a case involving a local supplier 
who paid monthly kickbacks to 
the head of an international courier 
company’s Macau branch to secure 
delivery contracts.

Meanwhile, the supplier also 
colluded with a management 
member of the courier company 

to falsely declare the number of 
delivery records to gain service fees 
by fraud, according to the statement.

After investigation, the supplier, 
between 2020 and 2025, offered 
the then person-in-charge of the 
courier service company no less 
than HK$20,000 (20,600 patacas) 
every month in kickbacks for being 
recommended during the bidding 
process, disclosing competitors’ 
bidding prices and assisting with the 
renewal of contracts, among others, 
the statement said, adding that during 
that period, the person-in-charge 
involved received bribes amounting 
to more than HK$1.1 million (1.13 
million patacas) in total. 

Moreover, the local supplier 
and his subordinate even colluded 
with a management member of the 
courier service company to defraud 
for a long period of time the 

company of service fees by falsely 
declaring the number of deliveries, 
the statement said.

The statement pointed out that 
the three individuals, in collusion, 
obtained more than five million 
patacas by fraud.

The four individuals involved 
allegedly committed the offences 
of bribe-giving and bribe-taking in 
the private sector, according to the 
Law on Prevention and Suppression 
of Bribery in the Private Sector, the 
statement. 

The statement noted that the 
case has been referred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP) for further 
follow-up.

The CCAC statement reminded 
the public that offering and 
accepting kickbacks affects the 
fairness and integrity of the business 
environment. 

Macau anti-graft body nabs supplier 
o!ering bribes to secure deals 

This image 
downloaded 
from the 
Commission 
Against 
Corruption 
(CCAC) 
website shows 
its official logo.
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Rui Pastorin 
Members of the public can take a peek through the lens 

of Macau-based Portuguese documentary photographer 
Eduardo Leal in his ongoing exhibition “The Insider” at 
Casa Garden, with the event held as part of the programme 
for “June, Month of Portugal”.

Lasting through July 5 and curated by Macau artist 
Julia Lam Tsz Kwan, the solo exhibition at the Macau 
headquarters of the Lisbon-based Orient Foundation 
(Fundação Oriente), showcases Leal’s sharp eye for 
composition through a variety of scenes and locations 
across 34 photos in five themes. 

This spans from photographing the pilgrims and 
Sadhus* (a holy person) in India, to Macau scenes 
with an interplay between light and shadows, to quiet 
and candid moments of forcados** (a member of a 
traditional Portuguese bullfighting team) from the Grupo 
de Forcados Amadores de Évora before going head to 
head with a bull. 

Each photo on display was taken with what can be 
described as an insider’s perspective. In her curator’s 
statement, Lam describes Leal as deeply immersing himself 
in the places he documents, working from within as an 
insider, and therefore giving play to the exhibition’s title. 

Lam noted that in all, the works reflect “the social 
complexities of survival and livelihood, truth and 
authenticity, trust and understanding. It opens public 
awareness through sensory perception and guides viewers 
connecting them into the real world”.

The Portuguese photographer works as a photo-
correspondent for Agence France-Presse (AFP) and 
Bloomberg, extending coverage to Southeast Asia, 
according to his biography displayed at the venue. 

A separate exhibition statement further elaborated that 
for nearly 20 years, his international footprint has extended 
from Macau and the Chinese mainland to across Europe, 
the Americas, with significant work in South America, and 
Southeast Asia. His core focus remains on regional issues, 

the environment, indigenous communities, and culture, the 
statement said. 

Leal’s works, meanwhile, have been exhibited 
internationally from New York to Hong Kong, as well 
as published in The Washington Post, The Guardian, 
Time, Stern, and on CNN. Among the awards that he has 
garnered are from major competitions such as the “Sony 
World Photography Awards” and “POY Latin America”, 
which, according to its website, celebrates documentary 
photography in Latin America. 

Members of the public may view the works from 
10 a.m. through 7 p.m. from Tuesday through Sunday, 
being closed on Mondays. 

*In Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism, a Sadhu is a holy 
person, ascetic, or monk who has renounced worldly life to 
focus entirely on spiritual liberation (moksha). Sadhus can 
also be found in Nepal, though most are in India.  - Gemini

**Literally meaning “pitchfork”. 

‘The Insider’ exhibition: 
a peek through the lens of a documentary photographer 

Photos: Rui Pastorin
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Rui Pastorin 
The “2026 Macao International Children’s Film 

Festival” will kick off on July 10 and last through 
July 26, with a variety of films to be screened at 
Cinematheque•Passion, among other venues including 
open-air ones, while workshops and other activities 
are also in the programme. 

In all, there will be close to 30 films scheduled to 
be screened throughout the festival’s over a fortnight’s 
run, this year themed “Growth, Communication, and 
Heritage”. In a recent statement by the cinema, under 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC), it was noted that the 
films comprise internationally acclaimed productions 
that are also engaging and educational. 

Kicking off the festival are the Hong Kong 
animation classic “My Life as McDull” and Macau 
animated short “On His Back”. The festival will 
meanwhile close with Hong Kong animator Toe 
Yuen’s “A Mighty Adventure”, the statement said, 
marking its Macau premiere. Yuen also directed “My 
Life as McDull’.

Other films to be shown in line with the theme 
are “A Minecraft Movie”, “Hoppers”, and “Freaky 
Friday”. The “Films Lead the Way: Enter the Cinema 
- Special School Screenings” section especially for 
teachers and students will meanwhile include the films 
“Encanto”, “Sherlock Holmes and the Great Escape”, 
and “The Sheep Detectives”, the statement added.

Meanwhile, the Cantonese-dubbed version of 
Nobody and the Academy Award-winning Best 
Animated Feature “Flow” will be shown during the 
“Where Culture Flourishes, Happiness Happens – 
Open-air Screenings” in Iao Hon Market Park, the 
statement said. 

Venues like the Macao Museum of Art (MAM), 
Livraria Portuguesa, Patane Library, and Pin-to Livros 
& Musica will meanwhile play host to screenings of 

“Coco”, “Elio”, and “Life, Animated”, the statement 
said, each also featuring extension activities 

One can find more ticketing details on the cinema’s 
website on www.cinematheque-passion.mo and social 
media pages, while the statement said that registration 
and details for the open-air screenings and extension 
activities, which are free, can also be found on the 
website.

Festival details are also on www.icm.gov.mo/
micaf. 

This image recently provided by Cinematheque•Passion, 

under the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) promotes the festival’s 

closing film “A Mighty Adventure”. 

Macao Int’l Children’s Film 
Festival starts July 10 

Tony Wong
The financial reserves of the 

Macau Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) reached a record 
high of 697.27 billion patacas at the 
end of April, according to a notice 
published by the Macau Monetary 
Authority (AMCM) in the Official 
Gazette (BO) yesterday.

The financial reserves of 697.27 
billion patacas (nearly 0.7 trillion 
patacas) consisted of basic reserves 
of 163.60 billion patacas and 
extraordinary reserves of 533.67 
billion patacas.

The 697.27 billion patacas 
represented an increase of 1.3 
percent from the 688.20 billion 
patacas at the end of March, and 

an increase of 4.6 percent from the 
666.74 billion patacas at the end of 
2025.

The continuous growth in the 
government’s financial reserves 
over recent years has not only 
been attributed to a budget surplus 
(revenue exceeding expenditure) but 
also to the fact that the government 
has been able to earn an annual 
positive return from investing 
its financial reserves over recent 
years. For instance, according to 
previous AMCM announcements, 
the government recorded an annual 
return of 5.2 percent, 5.3 percent, 
and 6.9 percent from investing its 
financial reserves in 2023, 2024, 
and 2025. 

Financial reserves reach nearly 
0.7 trillion patacas, record high, 

up 4.6 pct from 2025 end Tony Wong
The Judiciary Police (PJ) said 

in a statement yesterday that they 
have detected a new type of online 
shopping fraud, in which scammers 
created fake pages on Facebook, 
masquerading as local travel 
agencies or gourmet food shops. 
These pages published fraudulent 
advertisements offering buffet 
vouchers or fresh food including 
steaks at discounted prices, enticing 
potential victims to pay via MPay.

Subsequently, the statement 
said, the scammers used excuses 
such as “the buffet is fully booked” 
or “insufficient stock” to falsely 
claim that a refund needed to be 
arranged. They then instructed the 
victims to scan an unverified QR 
code and enter their password to 
complete a “refund registration”.

If the victims followed these 
instructions, they were actually 
authorising the binding of their MPay 
account to a third-party shopping 
platform, enabling the scammers 
to make purchases through that 
account. As a result, the victims not 
only lost their initial payment for the 
goods but also suffered additional 
financial losses, the statement said.

Between Monday and 
yesterday afternoon, according to 
the statement, the Judiciary Police 
received reports from 10 residents 
who had been scammed by the new 
type of fraud. They lost a total of 
52,000 patacas, with each of them 

defrauded of between 410 patacas 
and 17,383 patacas.

The statement urged members 
of the public to exercise caution 
when shopping online, especially 
when lured by heavily discounted 
goods. Specifically, they are advised 
to always verify the authenticity 
of the offer with the physical 
merchant before proceeding with a 
transaction.

The statement urged residents 
never to scan QR codes from 
unknown or unverified sources to 
prevent their e-payment accounts 
from being hijacked.

The statement also advised 
residents to adjust the spending 
limit on their e-payment accounts 
based on their personal online 
shopping habits to reduce 
potential risks. 

Tony Wong
Macau’s two public bus 

operators recorded a total profit of 
97.1 million patacas in 2025.

The two companies published 
their respective 2025 financial reports 
in the Official Gazette (BO) yesterday, 
according to which TCM recorded 
an after-tax profit of 49.25 million 
patacas, while Transmac earned 47.85 
million patacas after tax.

According to official data on 
the website of the Transport Bureau 
(DSAT), Macau recorded 231 
million public bus passengers in 
2025, or a daily average of 636,000, 
representing an increase of 1.81 
percent from 2024.

In 2024, the total number of 
Macau’s public bus passengers 
stood at 227 million, or a daily 
average of 624,700.

Last year’s number of public 
bus passengers was the highest 
number on record, surpassing the 
previous record of 229 million, or a 
daily average of 627,200, set in pre-
COVID-19 pandemic 2019.

According to its 2025 financial 
report published in the gazette 
yesterday, TCM recorded 125 million 
passengers last year, a record high.

According to its 2025 financial 
report published yesterday, 
Transmac recorded 107 million 
passengers last year, a decrease of 
1.5 percent from 2024.

Transmac attributed the slight 
decrease in last year’s number of 
its passengers to the “competition” 
from the Light Rapid Transit (LRT) 
Seac Pai Van Line and Hengqin Line.

The two LRT lines came into 
service in late 2024. 

Police urge public to be wary 
of ‘QR code refund’ scams

Public bus operators make 
97.1 million pataca pro!t in 2025

This file photo taken in March this year shows cars driving past the headquarters of the 
Macau Monetary Authority (AMCM) on Guia Hill in the peninsula.    – Photo: Tony Wong

This file photo taken last month shows passengers getting onto two public buses in 
Rua do Campo.           – Photo: Tony Wong

This poster released by the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday shows the modus 

operandi of “QR code refund” scams. The AI-translated English text was arranged 
by the Post.
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Analysis
DALIAN – In an era defined by 

rapid technological advancement 
and mounting uncertainties, the 
question facing policymakers and 
executives is shifting: it is less about 
simply fostering innovation but more 
about how to ensure that it translates 
into tangible economic gains.

Against this backdrop, the 
World Economic Forum (WEF)’s 
17th Annual Meeting of the New 
Champions in the northeastern city 
of Dalian has become a key platform 
for such discussions. China, with 
its ongoing efforts to integrate 
innovation into the real economy, 
is providing important insights into 
this transition.

The three-day event ending 
today, also known as the Summer 
Davos, is being held under the theme 
of “Innovating at Scale”, bringing 
together over 1,700 participants from 
more than 90 countries and regions 
to discuss ways to scale innovation 
into better jobs, stronger economies 
and new growth opportunities.

Innovation-driven development 
is the key to China’s long-term 
economic resilience and steady 
growth, said Chinese Premier Li 
Qiang when addressing the opening 
plenary of the forum on Wednesday 
in this coastal city in Liaoning 
Province.

“Over the course of long-term 
innovation, China has forged a path 
where technological innovation 
leads industrial upgrading, which 
in turn drives further technological 
iteration,” the premier said.

INNOVATING AT SCALE
“In many cases, the biggest hurdle 

to innovation is not invention in the 
laboratory, but crossing the ‘Darwinian 
Sea’ between the laboratory and the 
marketplace,” Li told the forum, 
echoing this year’s theme.

While China’s tech advances 
provide the wellspring for 
industrial development, its massive 
application scenarios are able to 
support the development of new 
technologies, he said.

For instance, the swift growth of 
China’s new energy and intelligent 
connected vehicle industries has been 
underpinned by breakthroughs in areas 
such as new materials, power batteries 
and communications technologies. 
“This is what gives Chinese products 
their competitive edge, not government 
subsidies as some have speculated,” 
the premier explained.

The country’s innovation 
prowess is earned through years of 
strengthening its own capabilities and 
relentless hard work, and cultivated 
via a robust ecosystem, he added.

Just ahead of this year’s Summer 
Davos, the WEF announced 16 new 
additions to its Global Lighthouse 
Network, which recognizes 
manufacturers that excel in 
deploying advanced technologies. 
Over half of them are located in 
China, spanning sectors from ship-
making to smart logistics.

In the outline of its 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-2030) adopted 
earlier this year, China has placed 
emphasis not only on developing 
frontier technologies but also on 

creating the industrial ecosystems 
and application scenarios needed to 
turn them into tangible output.

For Jonas Prising, CEO of workforce 
solutions company Manpower Group, 
the tech advancement and innovation 
environments are equally impressive 
in China.

“Attitudes to AI are much more 
positive in China. Chinese people are 
very used to applying applications 
like WeChat and Alipay, and all kinds 
of technologies, for the benefit of their 
daily life, and you are now seeing that 
translate into professional lives as 
well,” said the senior executive.

A SOLID START
Amid global uncertainties and 

geopolitical conflicts, the Chinese 
economy has maintained strong 
resilience and positive momentum 
in kicking off the new five-year plan 
period.

China’s gross domestic product 
grew 5 percent year on year in the first 
quarter of 2026, and has maintained 
stable growth momentum in the 
second quarter with increasing 
enterprise profits and a moderate 
recovery in consumer prices.

The country’s stable growth is 
particularly significant given the sheer 
size of its 140-trillion-yuan economy 
and amid global energy shortages 
and severe supply chain disruptions, 
providing much-needed certainty 
and serving as a “safe harbor” in an 
increasingly uncertain world, Li said.

“While the world is marked 
by turbulence and uncertainty, 
China stands out as one of the few 

places characterized by a unified 
domestic market and a high degree 
of stability,” said Yu Feng, president 
of Honeywell China.

“We see clear opportunities across 
several sectors from the 15th Five-Year 
Plan,” he said, pointing to domains 
that have already demonstrated 
strong growth momentum, including 
semiconductors, data centers, 
shipbuilding and energy transition.

Years of sustained investment 
in innovation have fueled the rapid 
emergence of new technologies, 
products and business models in China. 
The country’s artificial intelligence 
(AI) sector has experienced “explosive 
growth,” the premier said, noting that 
daily token consumption of Chinese 
large language models had surpassed 
100 trillion by the end of May this 
year, ranking among the highest in 
the world.

“There are strong advantages 
in hardware experimentation and 
innovation in China,” Andrew D. 
Maynard, professor at Arizona 
State University, told Xinhua, while 
adding that innovation in China is 
advancing at a much faster pace 
than in Europe and North America.

‘CHINA OPPORTUNITY 2.0’
Amid the rapid rise in China’s 

innovation capabilities, some 
observers have voiced concerns over 
China’s technological and industrial 
progress, even promoting the 
narrative of a so-called “China Shock 
2.0” that frames China’s development 
as a shock to the global economy.

Yet a growing number of voices 

instead point to a “China Opportunity 
2.0,” aptly used to summarize 
China’s more open, inclusive and 
tech-powered economic interaction 
with the rest of the world, which 
comes after its integration into the 
global economy following 40-plus 
years of reform and opening up.

For enterprises worldwide, 
“China Opportunity 2.0” represents 
comprehensive innovation-driven 
empowerment and high-return 
investment prospects, Premier Li 
stressed.

Official data showed that 
in 2025, a total of 14,000 new 
foreign-invested enterprises were 
established in China’s technology 
research and technical services 
sector, up 27.2 percent year on year.

“What China’s technologies 
and products in emerging areas 
bring to the world are not shocks 
or threats, but opportunities and 
empowerment,” Li added.

The premier also pledged 
deeper international collaboration 
on AI governance, voicing concern 
over the swift advance of AI that 
has significantly improved the 
efficiency of innovation but at the 
same time amplified risks ranging 
from technological runaway to 
ethical lapses.

“China will continue to 
participate in global governance of 
AI and other sectors responsibly and 
constructively, work with all parties 
to improve institutional rules, 
strengthen oversight and effectively 
manage potential risks,” he added.

– Xinhua

Summer Davos turns spotlight on China’s innovation-led 
path amid global uncertainties

Interview
GITEGA – Africa-China 

relations exemplify model South-
South cooperation, based on mutual 
respect, solidarity, and shared 
benefits, the current Chairperson 
of the African Union (AU) and 
Burundian President Evariste 
Ndayishimiye has said.

The year 2026 marks the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between China 
and African countries. “For 70 
years, despite global geopolitical 
and economic changes, Africa 
and China have moved forward 
together with sincerity and trust,” 
Ndayishimiye told Xinhua in 
a recent interview in Gitega, 
Burundi’s political capital.

Africa-China relations have a 
solid historical foundation, rooted 
not only in the deep friendship 
between African and Chinese 
peoples, but also in shared 
values, which are the principle 
of cooperation that respects the 
sovereignty of states and is mutually 
beneficial, and the promotion of a 
peaceful world where international 
law and negotiation take precedence 
over conflict, Ndayishimiye noted.

Effective May 1, China has 
implemented a zero-tariff policy 
on products from 53 African 
countries with which it maintains 

diplomatic relations, an expansion 
from the zero-tariff treatment for 
100 percent tariff lines from 33 
countries in Africa with which it 
has diplomatic relations, including 
Burundi, since Dec. 1, 2024.

Ndayishimiye said China’s 
zero-tariff policy offers significant 
opportunities for African countries, 
including Burundi, by contributing 
to “higher incomes for our products, 
the creation of sustainable jobs 
for our youth, and, above all, the 
development of local processing 
so that added value remains on the 
African continent.”

In September 2024, Burundi and 
China elevated bilateral relations to a 
comprehensive strategic partnership. 
“For the people of Burundi as well as for 
the Chinese people, this elevation will 
translate into concrete actions: more 
economic opportunities, development 
projects, educational and technological 
cooperation, and strengthened people-
to-people exchanges,” he said.

Agriculture is a key area of 
cooperation between the two 
countries. Ndayishimiye noted 
that assistance from Chinese 
experts has enabled Burundi to 
significantly increase rice yields, 
which has directly contributed 
to improving the country’s food 
and nutritional security and to a 
significant increase in the incomes 

of rice-farming households.
Chinese experts have shared 

their expertise, training many 
young Burundians in modern rice-
growing techniques, agricultural 
mechanization, and post-harvest 
processing, the president said.

Having visited China several 
times, Ndayishimiye said that China 
had deeply impressed him. “I saw 
people in control of their own future, 
driven by remarkable collective 
discipline and a will to progress. I 
saw a president deeply committed 
to the development of his people, 
the defense of their interests, and 

the promotion of a more just and 
multipolar world,” he said.

For Ndayishimiye, “China’s 
modernization is one of the greatest 
development epics humanity has 
ever witnessed.” China has lifted 
hundreds of millions of people 
out of poverty, built world-class 
infrastructure, developed cutting-
edge industry and technology, and 
elevated its economy to the ranks 
of the world’s leading economies.

The African continent is 
currently mobilizing to implement 
the second ten-year plan of Agenda 
2063, and this year marks the start 

of China’s 15th Five-Year Plan. 
“Our visions align with each other 
because our goals are the same: 
development through our own 
efforts, for the benefit of our peoples. 
We are convinced that Africa-
China cooperation will continue to 
play a major role in the continent’s 
economic transformation,” he 
said, expressing the hope that 
Africa-China cooperation will 
continue to intensify and diversify 
in sectors such as infrastructure, 
modern agriculture, health, digital 
technologies, trade, and investment.

Today, transformations unseen 
in a century are unfolding at a fast 
pace, and the Global South stands 
out with its strong momentum. The 
president said Africa and China 
share a common vision of the 
international order, “a multipolar, 
more equitable world, where the 
voice of the nations of the Global 
South is heard and respected.” This 
is a valuable consensus in a global 
context marked by tensions and 
reconfigurations, he noted.

The Africa-China partnership “is 
forward-looking, toward a sovereign, 
industrialized, and prosperous Africa 
that moves forward alongside a great 
and respectful China,” Ndayishimiye 
said. “That is the vision of a 
community with a shared future.”

– Xinhua

Africa-China relations model for South-South cooperation, says AU chairperson

The current Chairperson of the African Union (AU) and Burundian President 
Evariste Ndayishimiye speaks during an interview with Xinhua in Gitega, Burundi’s 
political capital, on June 5.           – Xinhua
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DEZHOU, Shandong – President Xi Jinping 
has called for solid measures to advance the 
modernization of agriculture and rural areas.

Xi, also general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, made the remarks 
during an inspection trip yesterday to the city 
of Dezhou, Shandong Province.

Xi said efforts must be made to enhance 
the overall production capacity, quality, and 
performance of agriculture, ensure the stable supply 
of important agricultural products such as grains, 
build a beautiful and harmonious countryside 
for people to live and work in according to 
local conditions, and guide farmers to create 
a better life through hard work and wisdom.

In Dongyujia Village, Xi learned about 
the local wheat harvest, corn planting, and 
agricultural supplies. He also walked into 
a farmland and had cordial exchanges with 
grain growers, farming machinery operators 
and agricultural technicians.

Xi emphasized that ensuring the stable 
supply of grains and other agricultural 
products is the top priority in agricultural 
production, stressing efforts to well 
implement all supportive policies for grain 
production so as to secure a bumper grain 
harvest throughout the year.

Xi also called for efforts to improve 
agricultural infrastructure and strengthen the 
capacity for disaster prevention, mitigation 
and relief in agriculture.

Later, Xi visited the nearby Xiyujia Village, 
where he inquired in detail about improving 
local Party organizations and about the delivery 
of public services. He also viewed a display of 
local agricultural and sideline products.

Xi expressed the hope that village Party 
organizations would further leverage the 
guiding role of Party building and make new 
achievements in building a beautiful and 
harmonious countryside for people to live and 
work in.

At the home of villager Yu Xinhui, Xi sat 
down with the family to ask about their daily 
lives, including their jobs, income, the health 
of elderly family members, and the children’s 
education.

Xi said that Party members and officials 

must do more to benefit the people, deliver 
tangible results for their well-being, and address 
their difficulties, thereby enhancing their sense 
of fulfillment, happiness and security.

“We are about to celebrate the 105th 
birthday of the Party as July 1 approaches,” 
Xi said, noting that the Party has united and 
led the Chinese people of all ethnic groups in 
making great achievements worthy of history 
and the people over the past 105 years.

“As we are marching on the new journey 
of building China into a modern socialist 
country in all respects, we must work together 
and keep up our stride on the new Long March 
to create a brighter future and continuously 
meet the people’s aspirations for a better life,” 
Xi said.     – Xinhua

JERUSALEM – Chinese automaker 
XPeng Motors yesterday launched sales of a 
new electric model in Israel, the company’s 
local importer Freesbe said in a statement.

The XPeng P7+ electric executive car 
features a 74.9-kWh battery, offering a range 
of up to 530 km, a top speed of 200 km/h, 
and fast charging from 10 to 80 percent in 12 
minutes. It accelerates from 0 to 100 km/h in 
6.2 seconds.

XPeng entered the Israeli market in late 
2023 with the launch of the executive sedan 

P7 and the mid-sized luxury SUV G9 models. 
In July 2024, it expanded its lineup with the 
mid-size crossover SUV G6.

In the first five months of 2026, XPeng 
Motors led Israel’s electric vehicle market, 
according to data released earlier this month 
by the Israel Vehicle Importers Association.

Between January and May, the three 
models sold a total of 2,385 units in Israel, 
ahead of America’s Tesla, which sold 1,843 
units, and China’s Changan Automobile, 
which sold 1,738 units.   – Xinhua

BEIJING – An ethnic affairs senior 
official yesterday rejected claims in some 
Western media about so-called “forced labor” 
or “forced relocation” of ethnic minority 
groups in Xinjiang, saying the rights of cross-
regional employees and entrepreneurs are 
protected by China’s law.

Chen Ruifeng, head of the National Ethnic 
Affairs Commission, made the remarks at a 
press conference in response to a media query 
about such claims, adding that they are utterly 
absurd and laughable.

He said China’s Ethnic Unity and Progress 
Promotion Law, which will come into effect 
on July 1, protects the legitimate rights and 
interests of people seeking employment or 
starting businesses across regions.

All people in the Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region who seek employment 
outside the region do so out of their own free 

will, driven by a desire to improve the life of 
their family and enhance their skills, and that 
they register on a voluntary basis, Chen noted.

Xinjiang has pursued an employment-first 
strategy and made every effort to promote 
high-quality, full employment, he said.

Over the past five years, Xinjiang has created 
a cumulative total of 2.392 million new urban 
jobs, recorded 16.1 million outbound work trips 
by agricultural laborers, and seen per capita 
disposable income grow at an average annual 
rate of 5.3 percent for urban residents and 8.1 
percent for rural residents, according to Chen.

By strengthening a fair employment 
policy system and improving mechanisms for 
protecting labor rights, Xinjiang has not only 
safeguarded the lawful rights and interests 
of workers but also ensured that everyone 
capable of working has access to employment, 
he added.    – Xinhua

BEIJING – Normal navigation through 
the Strait of Hormuz should be restored as 
soon as possible to ensure the stability of 
global industrial and supply chains, Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said yesterday.

Wang, also a member of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) Central Committee, made the remarks 
in a phone conversation with Pakistan’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

During the conversation, Wang thanked 
the Pakistani side for promptly informing 
China of the new stage of negotiations 
between Iran and the United States. He 
said that the signing of the memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) between the two 
countries was the result of the joint efforts of 
the international community, and Pakistan 
played a key and unique role in it.

The peace process has just begun, and 
there is still a long, even tortuous and 
difficult road ahead, Wang noted, stressing 
that China will, as always, support 
Pakistan and other like-minded countries 
in continuing to play a constructive 
role, and stands ready to maintain close 
communication and coordination with 
Pakistan.

Wang’s stresses 3 key priorities
Wang pointed out three key priorities in 

the next stage.
First, it is essential to consolidate the 

comprehensive ceasefire and cessation of 
the war, and under no circumstances should 
the war be reignited, he said.

The Iran-US MoU aligns with Iran’s 
fundamental and long-term interests, as well 
as the shared expectation of the international 
community, Wang said, adding that China 
is willing to work with all parties to firmly 
support the negotiations to advance without 
interference.

Second, normal navigation through 
the Strait of Hormuz should be restored 
as soon as possible to ensure the stability 
of global industrial and supply chains, he 
noted, adding that arrangements concerning 
the strait should respect the sovereignty 
and legitimate rights and interests of states 
bordering the strait, while conforming to 
international practices and the common 
aspirations of all countries.

Third, efforts should be made to support 
Middle East countries in improving their 
relations and exploring a new regional 
security architecture, said Wang.

The Middle East, including the Gulf 
region, should no longer serve as an arena 
for great power competition or a victim of 
geopolitics, and regional countries should 
uphold genuine strategic autonomy and 
firmly keep their future in their own hands, 
he noted.

The Palestinian issue has always been 
the core of the Middle East issue, said 
Wang, calling on countries in the region to 
speak with a more unified voice and take 
more coordinated actions in addressing the 
Palestinian issue, so as to implement the 
two-state solution at an early date and realize 
lasting peace and stability in the region.

– Xinhua

Xi calls for solid measures to modernize agriculture, rural areas

XPeng Motors launches new electric 
model in Israel

Wang Yi calls for early normalization 
of shipping through Strait of Hormuz

Ethnic law protects rights of cross-regional 
employees, entrepreneurs: o!cial

President Xi Jinping (center), also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, greets villagers while visiting Xiyujia Village 
of Lingcheng District in Dezhou City, Shandong Province, yesterday. Xi paid an inspection visit to Dezhou.  
                   – Xinhua 

President Xi Jinping (center), also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, sits down with villager Yu Xinhui’s family to 
ask about their daily lives at their home in Xiyujia Village of Lingcheng District in Dezhou City, Shandong 
Province, yesterday.                  – Xinhua 
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KUALA LUMPUR – 
Malaysians flocked to fruit stalls 
yesterday for a slice of durian after 
a bumper harvest and oversupply 
of rejected export crops caused a 
sudden price drop in the notoriously 
pungent but expensive delicacy.

Aficionados packed food halls 
and roadside tents around Kuala 
Lumpur to make the most of the 
so-called “durian tsunami” that 
has seen prices of some premium 
quality fruit drop by as much as 90 
percent.

Found across Southeast Asia, 
the spiky fruit comes in many 
varieties and in Malaysia, the 
highly prized cultivar Musang 
King is consumed locally and 
exported, mainly to China.

Malaysia, which produces 
more than 550,000 tonnes of 
durian a year, is currently in its 
peak harvest season.

Reports said yesterday the 
price of Musang King durian 
plummeted from around 90 ringgit 
(US$22) per kilogram to as little 
as nine ringgit.

Other varieties, such as Black 
Thorn, have also dropped in price, 
according to local media reports.

“We learnt from the industry 
that this year there would be a 
‘Musang King tsunami’ – and this 
is indeed the case,” said Faisal 
Iswardi Ismail, a deputy director 

of Malaysia’s Federal Agricultural 
Marketing Authority.

“We hope prices can recover 
within the next few weeks,” he 
told journalists.

At an event organised by the 
agricultural authority, customers 
said they were making the most of 
the price crash.

“Malaysians are getting to 
enjoy cheaper durian... it makes us 
happy,” Sik Siao Peng told AFP.

At a roadside stall in 
Segambut, about 10 kilometres 
from central Kuala Lumpur, an 
AFP correspondent saw people 
swarming to take advantage of the 
price boon.

Premium Black Thorn and 
Musang King were priced at under 
25 ringgit per whole fruit. Cheaper 
varieties were sold in bulk at 100 
ringgit for a basket of seven.

Cheah Kim Wai, a manager at 
the DurianMan shop in Petaling 
Jaya, just outside the city centre, 
said “durians this year have become 
the cheapest they’ve been”.

Traders were worried about the 
slump as “the profit is not great”, 
Cheah told AFP. “But we have to 
sell, business must go on.”

“Durian really has become 
something ordinary people can 
afford to eat, priced like the old 
kampung (village) durians used to 
be,” Cheah added.   – AFP

This photo taken on Tuesday shows a worker inspecting durians for sale by a 

roadside in Karak, in Malaysia’s Pahang state.          – AFP

TOKYO – A Tokyo suburb 
has announced an emergency 
spending plan to buy 700 anti-bear 
sprays for schools and community 
organisations, the local government 
told AFP yesterday, as the animals 
increasingly encroach into built-up 
areas around Japan.

Japan saw a record 13 people 
killed by bears last fiscal year, 
according to the environment 
ministry, and five more fatalities 
and 20 people injured between April 
1 and May 30 this year.

Hachioji is on the outskirts of 
the vast Japanese capital region and 
at weekends draws Tokyoites to its 
popular hiking trails into the nearby 
forested mountains.

Eleven sightings or signs of 
bears have been reported there 
since April, with a motion-activated 

camera capturing footage of a black 
bear around a residence on April 29, 
broadcaster NHK reported.

The city will spend 15 million 
yen (US$93,000) on sprays, 
movable electric fences and devices 
that make high-pitched sounds, 
local government spokesman 
Ryosuke Sato told AFP.

It is also planning to draft an 
action plan to call in hunters and 
take other measures in case bears 
appear in local neighbourhoods.

“By closely working with police 
and hunters, we are drafting a manual 
on how to deal with bears should they 
come to our streets,” Sato added.

In the latest fiscal year ending in 
March, bear sightings nationwide 
topped 50,000, more than double 
the previous record set two years 
earlier, according to official data.

In recent months there has been 
a jump in sightings after the bears 
emerged from hibernation, as well 
as incidents of bears entering urban 
areas.

Earlier this month all schools 
closed in Utsunomiya, north of Tokyo, 
after a bear roamed the city and evaded 
dozens of police officers and hunters 
for four days before being captured.

Before that another bear 
described as “extremely intelligent” 
– it opened a window and turned 
on a tap – attacked four people at 
two factories in Fukushima and 
remained at large for days.

National and regional govern-
ments are trying to clear bushes 
along riverbanks and areas between 
neighbourhoods and mountains, in-
cluding in Hachioji, to prevent bears 
from coming to urban areas.   – AFP

MANILA – The household 
population of the Philippines reached 
112.33 million in 2024, accounting 
for 99.6 percent of the country’s 
total population of more than 112.73 
million, according to data released 
by the Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) on Tuesday.

The figure was 3.4 percent, or 
3.66 million higher, than the 108.67 
million household population 
recorded in 2020.

The PSA defines household 
population as all individuals living in 
housing units. It said the remaining 
0.4 percent of the total population 

comprised the institutional 
population, which includes 
individuals living in collective or 
institutional living quarters such as 
hospitals, orphanages, and military 
camps, as well as Filipinos residing 
in Philippine embassies, consulates 
and missions abroad.          – Xinhua

BANGKOK – A Thai court 
jailed yesterday a singer dubbed 
Thailand’s Michael Jackson for two 
years for killing two people while 
driving while drunk.

Manasawin Nantasen, known as 
Tik Shiro, rose to fame in the late 
1980s and 1990s for his signature 
fedora hat, leather jackets and slick 
dance moves, earning comparisons 
to global pop icon Michael Jackson.

The 64-year-old singer was 
driving his vehicle across a bridge 
in Bangkok in October 2024 when 
he hit a stationary motorbike.

He killed a 28-year-old woman 
who was on the bike, and knocked 
her brother, 21, off the bridge, 
leaving him critically injured, 
police said.

The brother later died in hospital 

from his injuries.
A video of the singer kneeling in 

grief at the scene went viral across 
Thailand, drawing attention in a 
country where influential figures are 
sometimes perceived as enjoying 
impunity.

A criminal court in Bangkok 
yesterday sentenced Manasawin 
to two years in prison for “drunk 
driving resulting in loss of life”.

“The defendant surrendered and 
provided testimony beneficial to the 
case,” the court statement said.

It added that Manasawin had 
shown remorse by attending 
the victims’ funeral and paying 
compensation to their families, 
but ordered the revocation of his 
driver’s licence.

In another case involving a 

celebrity, rock musician Sek Loso 
was released from prison yesterday 
after serving just over a year for 
drugs and illegal firearm possession.

However, many Thais believe 
that the rich and famous are not 
always held accountable.

In 2012, the heir to the Red Bull 
fortune, Vorayuth Yoovidhya, was 
accused of ploughing his Ferrari 
into a policeman in a wealthy 
Bangkok neighbourhood, killing 
him on the spot.

There was an investigation but 
he was never charged.

A son of former Pheu Thai MP 
Chalerm Yubamrung allegedly shot 
a man dead in a crowded Bangkok 
nightclub after a dispute in 2001, 
but was later acquitted on grounds 
of weak evidence.     – AFP

Kang Jin-kyu
SEOUL – North Korea will equip 

its navy with nuclear weapons and 
build larger warships, leader Kim 
Jong Un said according to state media 
yesterday, as Pyongyang pushes 
ahead with a military expansion.

The hermetic nation is under 
multiple sets of sanctions over a nuclear 
programme its leaders have vowed to 
pursue as an essential deterrent to the 
United States and South Korea.

Kim made his remarks at the 
commissioning of the Choe Hyon 
– one of two 5,000-tonne class 
warships launched last year – in the 
port city of Nampho on Tuesday, 
the official Korean Central News 
Agency reported.

“The programme of equipping 
the Navy with nuclear weapons 
is following its planned course 

unerringly,” Kim reportedly told the 
ceremony.

“This is a strategic course of 
crucial importance as it will make it 
possible to keep the nuclear force of 
our state ready for multifaceted and 
efficient operation,” he said.

North Korea previously said the 
Choe Hyon is equipped with the 
“most powerful weapons”, and Kim 
oversaw a cruise missile test from 
the vessel in April.

“Following the Choe Hyon, we 
will soon commission destroyer 
Kang Kon for operations. After 
that we will launch 10,000-tonne 
strategic warships one after 
another,” Kim said according to a 
KCNA report released in English.

He added the North aimed to “build 
every year two surface ships, whose 
class is higher than the Choe Hyon” 

including one 10,000-tonne cruiser.
A 10,000-tonne class naval ship 

such as the Arleigh Burke-class 
destroyer of which the US Navy has 
dozens or South Korea’s Sejong the 
Great-class at full load – is typically 
150-170 metres long, roughly the size 
of 1.5 football pitches, and weighs as 
much as several thousand cars.

The South Korean navy runs 
more than 10 ships over 5,000 
tonnes compared to the North’s two.

“The 10,000-tonne mark will 
carry symbolism for the North,” 
said military studies professor Choi 
Gi-il at Sangji University.

“A ship of that size will indicate 
Pyongyang’s determination not to 
fall further behind the maritime 
power of Seoul,” he told AFP.

Pyongyang has repeatedly declared 
itself an “irreversible” nuclear state 

since a 2019 summit between Kim 
and US counterpart Donald Trump 
in Hanoi collapsed over the scope of 
denuclearisation and sanctions relief.

North Korea remains technically 
at war with the South because the 
neighbours’ 1950-53 conflict ended in 
an armistice rather than a peace treaty.

Deterrence
Photos released by KCNA 

showed Kim saluting the Choe 
Hyon flanked by senior officials 
and delivering a speech aboard the 
newly commissioned vessel.

Lim Eul-chul, a North Korea 
expert at Kyungnam University, said 
the move was primarily aimed at 
sending a message to the United States 
– South Korea’s main security ally.

“The key point is that North 
Korea sees these weapons as part of 

an effort to more effectively deter or 
impede US military intervention on 
the Korean Peninsula in the event of 
a conflict,” he told AFP.

“If the North deploys ship-
launched cruise missiles armed with 
tactical nuclear warheads, it would 
significantly increase the burden on 
South Korean and US militaries and 
drive up the costs of defence and 
deterrence,” he added.

The announcement came days 
after Kim used a key ruling party 
meeting to pledge faster military 
modernisation, accusing South 
Korea and the United States of 
pushing the Korean Peninsula “to 
the brink of a nuclear war”.

Washington stations about 28,500 
troops in South Korea to bolter 
Seoul’s defences against military 
threats from Pyongyang.          – AFP

Schools in Tokyo suburb to get bear sprays

Thailand’s ‘Michael Jackson’ jailed over fatal drink-driving crash

Philippine household population reaches 112.33 million in 2024 Malaysians feast on pungent delicacy as 
durian ‘tsunami’ slashes prices

Kim unveils plans for 10,000-tonne warships, nuclear navy
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MELBOURNE – Experts warn 
H5N1 detections on the Australian 
mainland could threaten wildlife 
and accelerate biodiversity loss, 
after a third mainland case was 
confirmed yesterday.

The highly pathogenic avian 
influenza virus has now been detected 
in the state of South Australia 
following earlier cases in the state 
of Western Australia, with three 
seabirds confirmed dead. While the 
outbreak remains limited, broader 
spread to other wildlife or livestock is 
likely, said Professor Euan Ritchie at 
Australia’s Deakin University.

Ritchie cautioned that the 
virus poses a particular threat to 
Australia’s endemic species, many 
of which have small, declining 
or geographically restricted 
populations. Writing in The 

Conversation, he said a single mass 
mortality event could be enough to 
trigger irreversible declines.

Globally, H5N1 has killed 
millions of birds and increasingly 
infected mammals, including 
through scavenging of infected 
carcasses. Ritchie warned similar 
transmission pathways could expose 
Australia’s carnivorous marsupials 
such as endangered Tasmanian 
devils and quolls.

“Kangaroos, wallabies, possums 
and bandicoots can also scavenge 
and eat meat, meaning they could 
come in contact with H5N1,” he 
wrote, warning the H5N1 strain 
could also prove deadly to Australian 
sea lion and black swan populations.

Scientists said last week that H5N1 
killed an estimated 13,000 southern 
elephant seal pups on Heard Island, 

marking the first detection of the virus 
in an Australian external territory. It 
has also been detected in several other 
species, including penguins, fur seals 
and seabirds, on the remote Heard and 
McDonald Islands.

Ritchie said there are also concerns 
about ecosystem-wide impacts 
beyond individual species. An H5N1 
outbreak in predator species could 
drive surges in prey populations, 
while large die-offs of waterbirds 
risk worsening water quality and 
triggering widespread fish kills.

The Australian government 
had allocated A$113 million (about 
US$77.87 million) to bolster H5N1 
response, prior to the detection of its 
first mainland case. Experts are urging 
vigilance, including reporting sick or 
dead animals and avoiding contact 
with native wildlife.               – Xinhua

SINGAPORE – Southeast 
Asia faces a high risk of a severe 
transboundary haze episode in the 
remaining months of 2026, with 
August and September identified 
as the peak danger period, driven 
by the El Niño and Indian Ocean 
Dipole weather phenomena, the 
Singapore Institute of International 
Affairs said yesterday.

In its Haze Outlook 2026 report, 
the Singapore-based think tank 
issued a “Red” risk rating, only the 
second since the annual assessment 
was launched in 2019. The warning 
covers Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Singapore.

The report said the potential 
return of El Niño conditions and 
a positive Indian Ocean Dipole 
could bring hotter and drier 
weather, raising the risk of forest 
and land fires across the region.

The institute also cited economic 
and market pressures, including 
rising demand for agricultural 
commodities and biofuels, which 
could increase incentives for land 
clearing if not managed sustainably.

The report also called for 
greater ASEAN cooperation, 
increased funding and stronger 
implementation of haze prevention 
measures to reduce risks. – Xinhua

QUETTA, Pakistan – A Pakistani 
court has sentenced a prominent rights 
activist from southern Balochistan 
province to life imprisonment 
on murder and terror charges, 
drawing condemnation from civil 
liberties advocates this week.

Mahrang Baloch, 33, was 
arrested in 2025 on charges 
stemming from a protest in the 
coastal city of Gwadar the previous 
year, which sparked clashes that 
left a paramilitary soldier dead.

Baloch, the founder of the 
Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC), 
was handed the sentence in an anti-
terrorism court in provincial capital 
Quetta on Monday, according to a 
copy of the decision.

Her lawyer, Israr Jattak, told 
AFP his client had boycotted the 
earlier court hearings “because we 
didn’t have any trust in the court. 
This wasn’t an ordinary case.”

The court held that Baloch 
was an active participant in the 
“unlawful assembly” and “shared 
the common object of committing 
the murder” of the paramilitary 
force member.

The prosecution had alleged 
that the security force member 
was killed after being hit by sticks 
and stones.

Baloch’s legal team denied 
the charges, and her sister Nadia 
Baloch told AFP they would appeal 
the decision in a higher court.

The BYC has denounced 
extrajudicial killings, forced 

disappearances and arbitrary 
arrests in Balochistan – Pakistan’s 
most resource-rich province, 
where around half the population 
live below the poverty line.

Authorities deny breaching civil 
liberties and say ramped-up security 
is necessary to address a deadly 
insurgency in the border province.

International rights group 
Amnesty International called for 
the immediate release of Mahrang 
Baloch and other activists detained 
in the case.

“This verdict, which is an 
affront to the right to a fair trial, 
demonstrates how Pakistan’s anti-
terrorism laws are being cynically 
misused to silence peaceful 
dissent,” said Isabelle Lassee, 
Amnesty International’s Acting 
Regional Director for South Asia, 
in a statement on Tuesday.

She added that Mahrang 
Baloch and BYC organisers “are 
being targeted solely for their 
human rights work”.

Authorities have previously 
denied accusations of politicisation 
of Pakistan’s legal system.

The Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan said the 
government was pursuing “its 
policy of dealing with advocacy 
for fundamental rights in the same 
way as it deals with militancy”.

Security forces are battling 
increasing separatist militant attacks 
in Balochistan, which borders 
Afghanistan and Iran.   – AFP

ISLAMABAD – Pakistani 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
said on Tuesday that the Islamabad 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) did not include Iran’s ballistic 
missile program, stressing that the issue 
“was never on the table” and “never on 
the agenda” during the negotiations.

Speaking at a joint media stakeout 
with visiting Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian here, Sharif cautioned 
against any misunderstanding regarding 
the agreement, saying the MoU 
was aimed at promoting peace and 
stability and contained no provisions 
related to ballistic missile issues.

Sharif welcomed the Iranian 
president and reaffirmed Pakistan’s 
commitment to expanding bilateral 
cooperation in trade, economic 
development, infrastructure, 
reconstruction and regional peace.

“Pakistan and Iran are far more 
than just neighbors; we are brothers 
bound together by centuries of 
shared history, faith, culture and 
civilizational links,” he said, adding 
that “Iran’s success is our success 
and Iran’s loss is our loss.”

The prime minister thanked 
the Iranian leadership for trusting 
Pakistan’s “honest and sincere” 

mediation efforts, saying the 
signing of the Islamabad MoU had 
helped end a conflict that could 
have engulfed the wider region and 
led to the first technical-level talks 
in Burgenstock, Switzerland.

Sharif offered condolences over 
the loss of lives in the recent conflict 
and praised President Pezeshkian’s 
leadership.

He also thanked Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Türkiye and Egypt for 
supporting the peace process, and 
acknowledged the contributions of 
Pakistan’s military and diplomatic 
leadership.                – Xinhua

SYDNEY – An Australian 
woman mauled by a shark at a 
popular Sydney beach briefly 
emerged from an induced coma and 
said “I love you” to family, according 
to an update from her brother.

Leah Stewart is in hospital on 
life support and has had multiple 
surgeries, including the amputation 
of her arm, since the June 13 attack at 
Sydney’s Coogee Beach, according 
to a fundraising site set up to help her 
rehabilitation and care.

Doctors reduced her sedation to 
bring her out of the induced coma 
for a short time, her brother Joshua 
Stewart said in an update Tuesday 
to the GoFundMe page, which has 
raised Aus$492,000 (US$340,000).

“This allowed Leah to share her 

first words ‘I love you’ with her 
Mum and partner Fernando who 
have been by her side in ICU since 
the incident. Her first thoughts were 
with her daughter August and wanted 
to check she was OK,” he said.

“This is a lot faster than anyone 
expected, and for us this feels like a 
miracle and is everything so many 
of us have hoped and prayed for 
over the past week.”

Leah Stewart, described by local 
media as a 34-year-old teacher from 
Coogee, had undergone five days of 
surgeries in the past week and was 
scheduled for more in the coming 
weeks, her brother said.

“Leah has a long road ahead 
and still remains in critical care, but 
this is such a positive first step and 

gives us hope for Leah’s long term 
recovery.”

Australian scientists believe 
rising ocean temperatures are 
shifting sharks’ migratory patterns, 
which may be contributing to an 
uptick in attacks.

A 12-year-old boy died after he 
was bitten by a shark while swimming 
in Sydney Harbour in January.

Three divers were fatally mauled 
in separate incidents between May 
and June – two in Western Australia 
and the third in Queensland.

There have been nearly 1,300 
shark incidents around Australia 
since 1791, of which more than 
260 resulted in death, according to 
a database of shark encounters with 
humans.       – AFP

Britain’s King Charles III speaks 

with members of the Afghan 

Refugee Women’s Cricket Team 

at Clarence House in central 

London, yesterday.

The team was set up during the 

Afghan Republic in 2010, but lost 

their recognition as a national 

team following the Taliban’s 

return to power. Most members 

of the women’s cricket team fled 
the country, and the majority are 

now based in Australia, where 

they have rebuilt their lives as 

refugees, and campaign for 

recognition.             – AFP

A father reaches for his son while participating with Kashmiri Shi’ite Muslims 

in a Muharram procession on the eighth day of the Ashura in Srinagar, India 

yesterday.              – AFP
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JERUSALEM – Israeli Defence 
Minister Israel Katz said yesterday 
that the United States has not 
demanded that Israel withdraw its 
troops from southern Lebanon, a 
condition set by Lebanon in ongoing 
ceasefire negotiations.

“We have announced that in any 
case we are not withdrawing and, 
as of this moment – and this is a 
diplomatic achievement – there is 
no American demand for Israel to 
withdraw from Lebanon,” Katz said 
in an interview at a convention of 
local leaders in Tel Aviv.

When asked if the army would 
adhere to such a US request if it was 
made, Katz said he told US Defence 
Secretary Pete Hegseth and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
told US President Donald Trump that 
“we are there to protect the residents 
of the north” of Israel.

In a speech at the same 

conference, Netanyahu reiterated 
that the Israeli military is not 
expected to withdraw.

“As long as I am Prime Minister, 
we will maintain the security zone 
in southern Lebanon – for as long 
as it is necessary,” he said, adding 
that the army is now “dismantling 
all of [Hezbollah’s] ground 
infrastructure”.

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun rejected Israel’s occupation of 
the south and foreign interference in 
his country’s affairs – an allusion to 
Hezbollah’s backer Iran – as a fifth 
round of Israel-Lebanon talks began 
in Washington on Tuesday.

Tehran has also reiterated that 
peace in Lebanon was a fundamental 
pillar of reaching a definitive 
agreement with Washington for an 
overall end to the Middle East war.

Washington and Tehran signed 
a memorandum of understanding 

last week aimed at reaching a 
permanent settlement between the 
two countries, following the war 

launched by the US and Israel on 
Iran on February 28.

Hezbollah drew Lebanon into 

the Middle East war on March 2 
with rocket fire at Israel to avenge 
the killing of Iran’s supreme leader 
in US-Israeli strikes.

Israel responded with airstrikes 
and a ground offensive that Lebanon 
says have killed more than 4,100 
people, which led to the occupation 
of a 10-kilometre security zone in 
southern Lebanon along the border 
with Israel.

Israeli officials have insisted 
that the country will retain control 
of that zone.

On Monday, Netanyahu said 
Israeli forces in Lebanon retained 
“full freedom of action to thwart 
any direct or developing threat”.

Israel and Lebanon are currently 
involved in a US-mediated round 
of talks in Washington to seek a 
diplomatic solution to the conflict and 
the disarmament of Hezbollah and the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops.     – AFP

Residents walk past a collapsed building hit by an Israeli airstrike in the town of 
Nabatieh al-Fawqa in southern Lebanon on Tuesday.                – AFP 

JERUSALEM – Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has concluded his testimony in 
his graft trials, a justice ministry 
spokeswoman told AFP yesterday, 
as he grapples with a US-Iran deal 
widely interpreted as detrimental to 
the country’s interests.

Netanyahu has testified in 98 
hearings since December 2024, 
many of them shortened or delayed 
upon the request of his lawyer Amit 
Hadad due to his security meetings, 
government duties or health issues.

Netanyahu is facing charges 
in two cases in which he allegedly 
negotiated favourable media 
coverage from Israeli news outlets, 
and a third involving accusations that 
he accepted more than US$260,000 
in luxury gifts from billionaires in 
exchange for political favours.

A fourth corruption charge was 
previously dismissed.

Netanyahu has long argued that 
the proceedings against him, which 
began in 2019, are a “political trial”.

After the end of the cross-
examination by his lawyer 
yesterday, the premier lashed out at 
the prosecutors, saying that he had 
reached the conclusion of “10 years 

of hell,” according to reports in the 
Israeli press.

Netanyahu, who has repeatedly 
denied any wrongdoing in the three 
court cases, is the first sitting Israeli 
prime minister to stand trial for 
corruption.

He is also the longest-serving 
premier the country has ever had, 
and is due to run again in a general 
election in October. But polls 
remain challenging, with a recent 
survey showing that a majority of 
Israelis want him to leave office.

Public opinion is critical of 
the war that Israel and the US 
launched on Iran in late February, 
whose ceasefire talks Israel was left 
out of, leading to a deal between 
Iranians and Americans viewed as 
unfavourable to Israel.

A recent poll by the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem found that 
over 92 percent of Israelis believe 
Iran had won the war, and support 
for Netanyahu’s premiership 
plummeted from 40.5 percent in 
early March to 29.4 percent in June.

Public anger also remains over 
the security failures surrounding 
the October 7 attacks, continuing to 
weigh on his standing.     – AFP

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gestures during a press conference in 
Jerusalem on June 15.                   – AFP 

Israeli defence minister says ‘no US demand’ 
to withdraw from Lebanon

Netanyahu completes 
testimony in graft trials

ROME – Italy yesterday 
criticised comments by NATO 
chief Mark Rutte on the politically 
sensitive issue of US forces using 
bases in Italy during the Iran war.

Responding to President Donald 
Trump’s criticism of NATO allies 
for not supporting the US, Rutte 
told Fox News that Europe was in 
fact a “platform of power projection 
for the United States”.

“Five hundred US planes 
took off from US bases in Italy 
to support [Operation] Epic Fury. 
So this is massive,” Rutte told 
the network ahead of an expected 
meeting with Trump.

He said there were 4,000 to 

5,000 sorties by US planes from 
European bases during the conflict.

Italy’s defence ministry in a 
statement said Rutte’s words gave 
“a completely misleading message 
by confusing the type of flights that 
were authorised”.

It said Italy had allowed only 
“technical and logistical” US flights 
during Epic Fury under existing 
agreements with the United States.

“On the occasions when a 
request was put forward that fell 
outside this scope, as is well known, 
Italy did not grant authorisation,” 
the statement said.

Authorisation for any use of the 
bases for combat missions would 

have to come from the government 
which in turn needs to get the go-
ahead from parliament.

NATO spokesperson Allison 
Hart later said Rutte’s comments 
were in fact about “logistics or 
technical support”.

She said Rutte had “highlighted 
how Allies, including Italy, 
carried out their existing bilateral 
agreements in the context of basing 
and overflights”.

Trump and Italian Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni have 
sparred publicly in recent months 
after the US president criticised 
Italy for not helping US action in 
Iran.      – AFP

WASHINGTON, DC – 
Microsoft founder Bill Gates told 
US members of Congress that the 
late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein 
had sought to “blackmail” him over 
his extramarital affairs, according 
to a transcript of the testimony.

The tech pioneer testified behind 
closed doors before the House 
Oversight Committee on June 10 
regarding his friendship with the 
disgraced American financier, who 
died in prison in 2019 as he awaited 
trial for sex crimes.

According to the transcript 
released by the committee 
Tuesday, Gates spoke of “veiled” 
threats and said the sex offender 
had considered exploiting his own 
knowledge of Gates’s extramarital 
affairs to force him to remain in 
Epstein’s orbit, even as Gates was 
distancing himself from Epstein.

“I was not blackmailed, but 
you know, as you look at these 
emails, you know, it looks like Mr. 
Epstein’s brainstorming was going 

in that direction,” Gates added, 
referring to documents from the 
Epstein case released in January by 
the US Department of Justice.

“He never sent me anything 
that I would call blackmail,” Gates 
went on, under further questioning. 
But it appeared to Gates that 
through draft emails, Epstein “was 
sort of rehearsing how either he or 
he, coaching someone else, might 
choose to blackmail me, but none 
of those messages were ever sent 
to me.”

Gates, 70, had released his 
opening remarks on the day of the 
testimony, in which he stated he 
had never been aware of Epstein’s 
criminal behaviour and had “never 
victimised anyone.”

In late February Gates told The 
Wall Street Journal that his ties to 
Epstein were a major mistake and 
admitted to having extramarital 
affairs with two Russian women 
but denied any involvement with 
the financier’s activities.

Gates claims his relationship 
with Epstein began in 2011, three 
years after the latter pleaded guilty 
to prostitution charges involving 
minors.

He also acknowledged that 
he had known of Epstein’s legal 
troubles, but had also been told that 
Epstein was someone able to raise 
billions of US dollars for global 
health, an issue Gates was deeply 
involved in.

“I knew that it [the Epstein 
conviction] was of a sexual nature, 
but, no, I don’t think I knew – 
dug into the specifics, although I 
probably should have.”

The mere mention of a person’s 
name in the Epstein dossier does 
not in and of itself imply any 
wrongdoing. But the documents 
do, at the very least, reveal links 
between the sex offender or his 
associates and certain public figures 
who often downplayed or even 
denied the existence of such ties.

– AFP

Italy slams NATO chief’s comments 
on Iran war "ights

Bill Gates testi#ed that Epstein sought 
to blackmail him: transcript
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LONDON – More than 500 mothers and 
babies suffered potentially avoidable harm or 
died due to poor care at a UK hospital, according 
to a damning report published yesterday, in the 
country’s latest maternity scandal.

At least 156 cases involved the death of 
babies and six mothers also died at two units 
run by Nottingham University Hospitals Trust 
in central England.

The independent probe was the largest 
maternity inquiry in the history of the state-
run National Health Service (NHS) involving 
over 2,500 families in cases spanning 13 years 
from 2012-2025.

It comes after a string of other 
investigations in recent years highlighted a 
crisis in England’s care of mother and babies.

Sarah and Jack Hawkins’ daughter Harriet 

should have been born healthy, but was 
stillborn in 2016. The couple were both senior 
clinicians at the trust at the time.

“I just can’t compute ... how they did this to 
us and how they did this to all these families,” 
said Sarah Hawkins, a physiotherapist, after 
the report’s publication.

“Our concerns were dismissed and not 
acted upon. We weren’t told the truth about 
what happened, even after death,” added Jack 
Hawkins.

The former doctor at the trust said the 
findings marked the end of a “relentless and at 
times almost unbearable 10-year campaign” 
to learn the truth about the failings.

‘Toxic culture’
Report author senior midwife Donna 

Ockenden found a “bullying and toxic culture” 
at the trust’s two maternity hospitals “infected” 
by a “small minority of powerful leaders”.

She slammed baby Harriet’s “avoidable 
death” which was “compounded by a systemic 
cover-up and investigations designed to 
mislead”.

Of the babies who died there were 94 
stillbirths and 62 cases in which babies died 
shortly after birth from a range of conditions 
including oxygen starvation and hospital-
acquired infections, according to Ockenden.

The cases included Wynter Andrews 
whose parents were wrongly told in 2019 to 
terminate a healthy pregnancy.

Her father Gary Andrews said a clinician 
had told him that “if we listened to every 
mother’s concerns, we’d be overrun”.

“I think now I can respond to that and say 
if you’d listened to every mother’s concerns, 
there would be hundreds of mothers, babies, 
still alive,” he said.

In parliament, Health Minister James 
Murray described the report’s findings as 
“chilling” and said regulators had been more 
concerned about “protecting clinicians” than 
providing accountability.

He said he had been “appalled by 
the neglect, incompetence, racism, 
discrimination, contempt and harassment that 
so many suffered” and pledged an action plan 
by the end of the year.

Maternity care scandals have been 
exposed at a number of other hospital trusts 
including East Kent, Morecambe Bay, and 
Shrewsbury and Telford.       – AFP

LONDON – Labour veteran politician 
Andy Burnham inched closer to becoming 
Britain’s next prime minister yesterday after a 
government minister ruled himself out of the 
race to succeed outgoing leader Keir Starmer.

Darren Jones, a Starmer loyalist, had been 
touted by some lawmakers as a possible rival 
for the premiership, with a person close to him 
saying onTuesday he was mulling a race.

Jones had been encouraged to run due to 
some concern in Britain’s ruling Labour party 
that Burnham being crowned leader without 
a contest would raise questions about his 
legitimacy.

But Jones, seen as being to the right of 
Burnham in the centre-left party, told Sky 
News yesterday that running is “not something 
that I’m going to do”.

He said he had had a “reassuring conversation” 
with Burnham about his economic plans and 
insisted Burnham would become Labour’s next 
leader, and therefore prime minister.

His decision removes another obstacle on 
Burnham’s speedy route to No.10 Downing 
Street, after he only become eligible for the top 
job following his victory in a parliamentary 
by-election last Thursday.

Former armed forces minister Al Carns is 
the only other Labour MP to have said publicly 
that they are considering whether to challenge 
the ex-Greater Manchester mayor.

Carns has said he wants to hear what 
Burnham’s plans for government are before 
making his decision.

“If the policy platform described by Andy 
Burnham, or anyone else, is solid, productive, 
courageous, and bold then I will jump on 
that bandwagon,” he told Channel 4 News 
yesterday.

Starmer, in power since July 2024, announced 
on Monday that he was stepping down after 
losing the support of his own MPs following 
months of pressure over his performance.

Nominations to become Labour leader 
open on July 9 and close on July 16, meaning 
Burnham, 56, could become prime minister the 
following day if he faces no other contenders.

He appears to be the overwhelming 
favourite among Labour lawmakers to take the 
fight to the far-right Reform UK party, which 
is leading national opinion polls.

Any challenger would likely find it difficult 
to secure the support of the party’s 403 MPs 
needed to join a race.

Starmer defended his record during his 
weekly parliamentary questions session 
yesterday and reiterated that he would publish 
his long-awaited defence investment plan 
before the NATO summit on 7 July.

UK media has reported that Burnham’s 
team want Starmer to hold off from publishing 
the strategy.

A government spokesperson said yesterday 
that after vacating Downing Street Starmer 
plans to remain as an MP for the rest of this 
parliament, which would end when the next 
general election is called, currently expected 
in 2029.           – AFP

A police officer stands on duty outside 10 Downing Street, the official residence of Britain’s Prime Minister, in 
central London on Tuesday.           – AFP 

Over 150 baby deaths linked to UK maternity scandal: probe

Starmer ally rules out leadership bid, 
backs Burnham to be UK PM

Clement Kasser
BERLIN – Germany yesterday 

unveiled a monument to Jehovah’s 
Witnesses persecuted and murdered 
by the Nazis – a group that experts say 
has been historically overlooked in 
commemorations of the Holocaust.

Around 700 people attended the 
unveiling of the memorial, a bronze 
column reminiscent of a tree trunk, in 
Berlin’s central Tiergarten park.

The German capital already has four 
major memorials dedicated to groups per-
secuted by the Nazis –Jews, homosexu-
als, the Sinti and Roma community, and 
victims of the Third Reich’s “euthanasia” 
programme targeting people with mental 
and physical disabilities.

“This is not a monument for an 
institution... it is not about judging a 
religious community. It is about bowing 
before the victims of National Socialism,” 
said Julia Klöckner, the president of the 
German parliament.

Germany voted to build a monument 
to Jehovah’s Witnesses under the previous 
government of chancellor Olaf Scholz in 
2023.

The religious minority, which traces 
its roots to early Christianity and promotes 
conservative moral values, has been 
present in Germany since the 19th century.

Today, there are around 180,000 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in the country, 
compared with around 25,000 in the 
1930s.

They “unanimously and consistently 
resisted National Socialism on the 
basis of their faith”, Wolfgang Benz, an 
independent historian specialising in the 
Nazi period, told AFP.

Jehovah’s Witnesses refused to 
perform the Hitler salute, to swear an oath 
to the “Führer” and to join the army or 
Nazi organisations.

Purple flowers
When Hitler came to power in 1933, 

the community was banned in Germany.
Around 14,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses – 

at least 10,700 Germans and 2,700 from 
European countries occupied by Germany 
– were persecuted by the Nazis, mostly in 
the form of imprisonment.

Around 4,200 were sent to 
concentration camps and 1,700 were 
murdered, according to the Arnold 
Liebster Foundation, a German NGO 

founded by Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Several members of the crowd 

yesterday had purple flowers pinned 
to their clothing – a nod to the purple 
triangles Jehovah’s Witnesses were forced 
to wear in the camps.

Jehovah’s Witnesses were accused of 
being communists and stigmatised as a 
“Jewish sect”, according to Benz.

The Catholic and Protestant churches 
turned a blind eye, urging their own 
adherents “not to get involved in political 
matters”, the historian said.

After the war, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
were also banned in communist East Ger-
many from 1950 until reunification in 1990.

East Germany was hostile to them 
because they are “a very hermetic 
community and have their headquarters 
in America”, said Benz, adding that their 
experience during the war was “ignored” 
for decades.

Remembrance culture
Cecilia Yankey, a 59-year-old 

administrative assistant who converted 
recently, told AFP she had “learned a lot” 
about her community at the unveiling of 
the memorial.

“I didn’t know how the persecution 
had unfolded,” she said.

Germany has seen several campaigns 
for more recognition for groups persecuted 
by the Nazis, including trade unionists, 
communists and people labelled “asocial” 
– a term used to describe those considered 
outside the ideal “national community”.

Remembrance of the Nazis’ atrocities 
and the theme “never again” have for 
decades been a central feature of German 
politics and society as the country seeks to 
atone for its dark past.

Germany’s culture of remembrance 
must be defended against the rightwing 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, 
Benz said, but he added that Germany must 
also “fight our own arrogance and hubris, 
the idea that we are now world champions 
in commemoration and remembrance”.

Remembering the crimes of the Nazis 
can be “arduous”, said Klöckner, from 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz’s conservative 
CDU, but doing so “reveals the democratic 
freedom of our society”.

Yankey said that “I think it’s good that 
we keep trying to remember these events 
in Germany” despite the “major shift to 
the right”.                  – AFP

Berlin unveils monument 
to Jehovah’s Witnesses murdered 

by Nazis
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Robin Bjalon
MADRID – Spanish Prime 

Minister Pedro Sánchez dismissed 
allegations of “widespread 
corruption” against his Socialists 
yesterday after an ex-top aide was 
jailed for a graft scandal that risks 
toppling the government.

A string of corruption 
investigations into relatives and 
former top political allies has 
jeopardised the position of Sánchez, 
viewed as a global left-wing hero 
for his clashes with US President 
Donald Trump and Israel.

The Supreme Court sentenced 
José Luis Ábalos, an ex-Socialist 
heavyweight who helped mastermind 
Sánchez’s rise to power in 2018, to 
24 years in jail on Monday.

He had been convicted of 
pocketing lucrative kickbacks for 
health equipment contracts during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sánchez, a canny politician 
famous for escaping seemingly 
hopeless positions, fended off 
opposition accusations of systemic 
corruption in an appearance before 
parliament yesterday that he himself 
had requested.

“Certain actors in politics and 
the media are trying to mix, to put 
on the same level and therefore 
confuse people, to create a sensation 
of widespread corruption which... 
does not exist,” Sánchez said.

“I never knew about, nor would 
I have tolerated, any of these 
practices,” he said in reference 
to his former transport minister 
Ábalos, denying that the Socialists 
profited from illegal funding.

On Saturday, a judge who has led 
a two-year-long investigation into his 
wife Begoña Gómez ordered a jury 

trial for alleged influence peddling 
and the confiscation of her passport.

Sánchez condemned the probe for 
“precautionary measures that I believe... 
go beyond all reasonable limits”.

Gómez was due to surrender 
her passport to the court in Madrid 
yesterday.

Leftist hero in danger
The Socialist, one of the few 

remaining leftist leaders in Europe, 
made the fight against corruption 
his watchword when he took power 
in 2018 after the main conservative 
People’s Party (PP) was convicted 
in its own graft affair.

But on top of the cases of his 
wife and Ábalos, a verdict is due 
in the trial of his brother David 
for alleged irregularities in his 
appointment to a public-sector job.

José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, 
Sánchez’s mentor and predecessor as 
Socialist prime minister, was placed 
under formal investigation last 
month for alleged influence peddling 

in connection with an airline bailout.
Sánchez, who is not targeted 

himself in any probe, has denounced 
the complaints against his relatives 
as a right-wing smear campaign to 
undermine his government and has 
backed Zapatero’s innocence.

“We are not infallible, but we 
will not make the mistake of staying 
silent or giving up,” Sánchez said 
yesterday, once again vowing to see 
out his term until 2027.

“We still have a huge amount to 
do” on corruption, he acknowledged, 
while insisting that they had made 
“a lot of progress”.

PP leader Alberto Núñez Feijóo 
repeated demands for Sánchez’s 
resignation and early elections, saying 
it was “obvious” the minority coalition 
lacked parliament’s confidence.

Far-right firebrand Santiago 
Abascal, leader of Spain’s third-
largest party Vox, thundered at 
Sánchez: “What are you doing 
sitting there still? Do you not have 
an inkling of shame?”     – AFP

Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez delivers a speech to MPs in the lower house 

of parliament at the Congress of Deputies in Madrid yesterday.               – AFP 

HAVANA – Ex-president Raúl 
Castro on Tuesday led tributes to one 
of the last leaders of Cuba’s 1959 
revolution, former spy chief Ramiro 
Valdés, who died at the weekend.

Valdés was one of the last 
remaining survivors, along with 
Castro, of the Granma expedition of 
1956, when Fidel and Raúl Castro 
and other exiled rebels sailed from 
Mexico to Cuba to overthrow US-
backed strongman Fulgencio Batista.

Valdés died on Sunday at the 
age of 94.

Raúl Castro, 95, who was 
recently indicted by the United 
States over the 1996 downing of 
two civilian planes, led an honour 
guard at a memorial service for 
Valdés at the ministry of the armed 
forces in Havana.

Thousands of Cubans joined 
him at the send-off near Revolution 
Square.

The Granma expedition marked 
the start of a guerrilla war that swept 
Batista from power and ushered in 
over six decades of socialism.

Valdés was second-in-command 
of a guerrilla column led by 
Argentina’s Ernesto “Che” Guevara.

He went on to have a long 
career in both Fidel and Raúl 
Castro’s governments, serving 
twice as interior minister and once 
as vice president.

As interior minister in the 
1960s, he also set up what would 
become Cuba’s G2 state security 
intelligence service.

“There was no one who moved 
without security knowing it, and 
that allowed us to infiltrate counter-
revolutionary organisations,” he 
said in 2018 in a rare interview 
with Cuban state TV.

The memorial drew rare 
crowds in a city that has come to 
a near standstill since the United 
States imposed an oil blockade on 
Cuba in January, compounding a 
severe economic crisis.

Juan Antonio Rodríguez, a 
71-year-old colonel in the interior 
ministry, mourned the loss of one 
of the last members of Cuba’s old 
guard.

“At this time, we need Fidel, 
but well, we don’t have him. And 
soon we won’t have Raúl, either. 
But we have to keep fighting,” he 
told AFP.   – AFP

Soldiers pay tribute to the urn containing the remains of Commander Ramiro 

Valdés at the Ministry of the Revolutionary Armed Forces in Havana on Tuesday.  

              – AFP 

BOGOTÁ – Colombian leftist 
candidate Iván Cepeda yesterday 
conceded defeat in the tightly fought 
presidential election won by hard-
right rival Abelardo de la Espriella.

Cepeda lost Sunday’s runoff by 
less than one percentage point and 
has distanced himself from violence 
that has emerged in post-election 
protests.

After earlier saying he would 
wait for the vote count to finish, he 
told reporters that he had “decided 
to accept the result emerging from 
that process.”

“I do it to contribute to 
coexistence, peace and dialogue 
among Colombians,” he added.

The leftist senator is an ally of 
President Gustavo Petro, who has 
alleged electoral fraud and raised 
the possibility of annulling the vote 
due to the “direct intervention” of 
the United States.

De la Espriella received 
enthusiastic backing from US 
President Donald Trump before and 
after Sunday’s runoff vote.

The European Union’s Election 
Observation Mission to Colombia 

(MOE) on Tuesday gave the 
election a clean bill of health.

Accepting the result “does 
not mean renouncing the truth or 
remaining silent in the face of events 
we consider serious,” Cepeda said, 
referring to what he called “open 
and improper foreign interference” 
in the elections.

‘Authoritarian 
subjugation’

The president-elect will enter 
public office for the first time in August, 
marking the end of Colombia’s first-
ever leftist government.

A millionaire lawyer who made 
a fortune defending drug traffickers 
and fraudsters, he has pledged to 
use a heavy hand on crime.

The left-wing bloc is the 
largest in Congress, although De la 
Espriella could secure a majority if 
he forges closer alliances with the 
traditional parties.

He is taking the helm of a deeply 
divided country that is enduring 
the highest levels of violence in a 
decade.

De la Espriella once called for the 

Colombian political left to be “gutted” 
but later toned down his words.

Cepeda warned that he would 
reject “any attempt at authoritarian 
subjugation” under the incoming 
administration.

“We will resort, if necessary, 
to resistance and peaceful civil 
disobedience,” he said.

Post-election unrest mainly 
occurred in the cities of Bogota and 
Cali on Sunday night, where protesters 
started fires and lobbed objects at riot 
police, who used tear gas on the crowd.

Cepeda urged “composure and 
calm” following these incidents, 
during which demonstrators burned 
US flags in reference to De la 
Espriella’s rapport with the Trump 
administration.

Trump offered his hearty 
congratulations to De la Espriella 
on Monday.

“I look forward to working 
together to build a powerful 
relationship between Colombia and 
the United States of America, which 
will bring new levels of Greatness 
for both of our Countries!” he wrote 
on Truth Social.      – AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO – Brazilian 
conservative presidential 
candidate Flávio Bolsonaro said 
on Tuesday he had requested to 
testify against proposed US tariffs 
on his country in a public hearing.

The eldest son of far-right 
former president Jair Bolsonaro, 
who is running in October 
elections, said in a social media 
video that he wanted to “represent 
the interests of our country.”

The Office of the United States 
Trade Representative has proposed 
25 percent tariffs on Brazilian 
goods – with some exemptions 
– alleging “unreasonable acts, 
policies, and practices” by the 
Latin American giant.

Flávio Bolsonaro said he would 
propose a negotiated solution at the 
hearing to be held on July 6.

US tariffs have become a key 
issue in the Brazilian election 
campaign, in which President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva is seeking a 
fourth non-consecutive term in 
office.

Another son of the former 
president, Eduardo Bolsonaro, 
who lives in the United States, was 
sentenced in absentia earlier this 
month to four years in prison for 
lobbying Washington to impose 
sanctions and tariffs on his country.

Last year, US President 
Donald Trump’s administration hit 
Brazil with steep tariffs over the 
coup trial against the now-jailed 
71-year-old Jair Bolsonaro.

However, the duties were lifted 
after a meeting between Lula and 
Trump, who have had an up-and-
down relationship.   – AFP

Spanish PM denies rampant graft 
after ex-top aide jailed

Cubans bid farewell to 
revolution hero Valdes

Flávio Bolsonaro seeks 
to defend Brazil 

at US tari" hearing

Left-wing candidate concedes tight 
Colombia election
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 Friday

   04:00 Côte d’Ivoire
First Stage · Group E · Philadelphia Stadium (Philadelphia)

 04:00 Germany
First Stage · Group E · New York/New Jersey Stadium

(New Jersey)

 07:00 Sweden
First Stage · Group F · Dallas Stadium (Dallas)

 07:00 Netherlands
First Stage · Group F · Kansas City Stadium (Kansas City)

 10:00  USA
First Stage · Group D · Los Angeles Stadium (Los Angeles)

 10:00  Australia
First Stage · Group D · San Francisco Bay Area Stadium

(San Francisco Bay Area)

Match Times shown in Macau time.Match Times shown in Macau time.

 Thursday

 09:00 Mexico
First Stage · Group A · Mexico City Stadium (Mexico City)

 09:00 
First Stage · Group A · Monterrey Stadium (Monterrey)

 Curaçao

Ecuador

Japan

Tunisia

Türkiye

Paraguay

Czechia

South Africa South Korea

John Weaver
KANSAS CITY – Usually a subplot, 

the race for the World Cup Golden Boot is 
one of the main talking points at the 2026 
tournament as the top marksmen set a 
blistering pace.

The overall record has already been broken 
by Argentine superstar Lionel Messi, who now 
has 18 goals over six World Cups after adding 
five in two games in the United States.

But he is being chased hard by Kylian 
Mbappe and Erling Haaland - who have four 
goals apiece - with Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Harry Kane also in the mix.

The long-standing single-tournament 
record of 13 goals set in 1958 by France’s 
Just Fontaine appears vulnerable.

German great Gerd Muller was the last 
man to hit double figures, at the 1970 tourna-
ment in Mexico, when he scored 10 goals.

Since then, at all but three tournaments, 
the leading scorer has hit six goals or fewer.

Messi, who turned 39 yesterday, has 
been the standout performer so far at the 
tournament in Canada, Mexico and the 
United States.

He struck a memorable hat-trick against 
Algeria before scoring twice in a 2-0 victory 
over Austria, accounting for all five of the 
defending champions’ goals so far.

Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni said it was 
“hard to explain” the genius of the veteran for-
ward after their opening match in Kansas City.

“We are amazed with him still, although 
we get to see him on a daily basis and he’s 

been the best for 20 years,” he said. “He still 
pulls it off every single match.”

Messi’s most likely challenger, based on 
the prospect of a deep run in the tournament, 
is Mbappe, who scored eight goals four years 
ago in Qatar to win the Golden Boot.

The 27-year-old, now France’s record 
goalscorer, is just two goals behind Messi’s 
career total.

The Real Madrid star said, perhaps 
unconvincingly, that chasing Messi was not 
top of his mind after his team’s 3-0 stroll 
against Iraq in their second game.

“Leo always scores goals and always will,” 
he said. “So, I am not looking at what he is 
doing, I’m just focusing on helping my team.”

Haaland streak
Level with Mbappe on four goals is Man-

chester City forward Haaland, who has scored in 
his past 12 competitive appearances for Norway.

The giant forward, 25, played down his 
extraordinary talent after taking his international 
tally to a remarkable 59 goals in 52 games.

“It’s like many other things, I’m just 
really good at scoring goals and I’m quite 
lucky,” he said. “I don’t know what I’m 
doing. It’s just how it is.”

Germany’s Deniz Undav and Canada’s 
Jonathan David have three goals each and 
Kane and Ronaldo are among a clutch of 
players with two.

Portugal’s Ronaldo briefly stole the 
spotlight from long-time rival Messi on 
Tuesday when he became the first man to 

score in six different World Cup tournaments.
The 41-year-old roared, “I’m back, 

I’m back” after his two strikes in the 5-0 
romp against Uzbekistan, which followed 
an insipid performance from him in their 
opening 1-1 draw against DR Congo.

Ronaldo, the leading scorer in men’s 
international history, with 145 goals, said: “I 
always arrive, even if it’s later, but I’m there.”

Kane, whose six goals won him the 
Golden Boot at the 2018 World Cup in 
Russia, is stuck on two after missing a 

golden chance during England’s goalless 
draw against Ghana on Tuesday.

US striker Folarin Balogun, who has 
netted twice, has set his sights on matching 
the world’s elite but realises he has a tough 
act to follow.

“Seeing players like Messi, Mbappe, Haa-
land - they’re so inevitable. I think they’re scor-
ing a goal a game, sometimes more,” he said.

“For me, it’s just about trying to get to that 
level - to be inevitable as well, to be consis-
tent.” (Photos from World Cup on p.16) – AFP

A woman walks her dog near a mural depicting Argentine football star Lionel Messi in Buenos Aires 
yesterday, during the FIFA World Cup 2026.               – AFP

Kieran Canning
ATLANTA – Algeria have waited 

44 years for a shot at World Cup 
revenge against Austria, but the clash 
is one of many in the final round of 
group games where sides could settle 
for a mutually beneficial outcome.

Austria’s 1-0 defeat to West 
Germany at the 1982 World Cup 
has lived on in World Cup infamy 
as “the disgrace of Gijon” after the 
teams played out a result that would 
take both through at the expense of 
Algeria on goal difference.

After worldwide condemnation 
and a fruitless formal complaint 
by Algeria, FIFA decided that in 
subsequent tournaments the final 
two games in each group would be 
played simultaneously.

But the expansion to a 48-team 
tournament, and with it the return 
for the first time since 1994 of some 
third-place sides progressing to the 
knockout stage, has opened the door 
to questions over the sporting integrity 
of the competition once more.

Four points is almost certain to 
be enough to go through at least as 
one of the eight best third-placed 
sides from the 12 groups.

Australia and Paraguay face off 
today locked on three points after 
both beat Turkey and lost to co-hosts 
the United States. A stalemate in 
Santa Clara near San Francisco would 
allow both to progress.

“I think you’re cheating the game 
in a way if you’re looking to just call 
a truce with 10 minutes to go. That 
doesn’t seem right in my opinion,” 
said Australia defender Jason Geria.

“We could both progress with 
a point, that’s evident, but I don’t 

think it’s in us to just concede or just 
take the foot off the gas.”

Egypt’s meeting with Iran in 
Seattle tomorrow is another where 
both could benefit from just a point.

Iran have overcome huge 
challenges due to the conflict between 
Tehran and the USA to remain 
unbeaten in their opening two games.

A third draw would likely be 
enough to qualify for the knockout stag-
es for the first time in Iran’s history as at 
least one of the best third-placed sides.

A point could also be enough for 
Egypt to win Group G, so long as 
Belgium do not beat New Zealand 
by more than two goals.

On top of the possible collusion 
between sides to obtain a favourable 
outcome, another change to FIFA’s 
rules for this World Cup already 
means the third group game will be 
a dead rubber for far more nations.

For the first time head-to-head 
records instead of goal difference 
is being used as the tiebreaker for 
countries level on points.

Mexico, USA, Germany and 
Argentina are already guaranteed 
to win their groups, while Haiti, 
Turkey, Tunisia, Jordan and Panama 
know they are out.

64-team World Cup 
inevitable?

There is a further discrepancy 
in that teams playing in the final 
groups to finish will have a far 
better idea of what is required to be 
one of the best third-placed sides.

With three points from their 
opening two games, Scotland faced 
Brazil in Miami yesterday in one of 
the first groups to finish not knowing 

if a narrow defeat would be enough 
to progress from the group stages 
for the first time.

By contrast, Algeria and Austria 
will know exactly what is needed 
when the final group games kick off 
on Saturday.

The difficulties presented by 
narrowing 48 teams to 32 has 
already led to suggestions that a 
64-team World Cup is inevitable.

That would allow the traditional 
format of the top two from four-team 
groups to progress to the last 32.

The Athletic reported last year 
that the idea has already been floated 
by a delegation of influential South 
American leaders ahead of the 2030 
World Cup.

Although the proposal has been 
met with resistance, an even bigger 
tournament may prove financially 
irresistible for FIFA.

The largest World Cup in history 
is still missing two of the globe’s 
biggest commercial markets in 
China and India, while four-time 
winners Italy failed to qualify for a 
third successive tournament.

Despite concerns over a 
dilution in quality, the World Cup’s 
expansion has provided some of the 
stories of the tournament.

Cape Verde can still qualify after 
drawing with Spain and Uruguay, 
Curacao held Ecuador to earn a first 
World Cup point, while the bagpipe-
playing, kilt-wearing hordes of 
Scotland’s Tartan Army charmed 
Boston and drank its bars dry.

The price to pay for an imperfect 
format may be to come this week 
as the group stages lurch to an 
anticlimactic conclusion.        – AFP

Ghosts of Gijon linger as new World Cup format 
encourages collusion

Golden Boot battle steals the show at World Cup
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MotoGP

MILAN – Two-time former 
MotoGP champion Francesco 
Bagnaia will leave Ducati’s 
factory team at the end of the 
season and will be replaced by 
rising star Pedro Acosta, the Italian 
manufacturer said yesterday.

Bagnaia, who was promoted to 
Ducati’s factory team in 2021, is 
widely reported to be joining fellow 
Italian and current championship 
leader Marco Bezzecchi at Aprilia 
for the 2027 season.

“Pecco has written a 
fundamental part of Ducati’s 
sporting history,” said Ducati 
CEO Claudio Domenicali.

“He grew up with us, believed 
in the project and, together 
with the Team, made a decisive 
contribution to bringing the 
Desmosedici GP back to the top of 
MotoGP,” Domenicalli added

The 29-year-old was crowned 

world champion with Ducati in 
2022 and 2023, with his first title 
a landmark win for Ducati who 
had been waiting 15 years for the 
MotoGP rider’s crown.

He also narrowly missed out 
on a hat-trick of world titles in 
2024 as he finished just 10 points 
behind winner Jorge Martin, but 
he has since struggled on the 
factory bike.

Last season Bagnaia finished 
fifth, a whopping 257 points 
behind champion and teammate 
Marc Marquez, and he sits seventh 
in this year’s riders’ standings after 
just one win all season - in the 
Czech MotoGP sprint on Saturday.

On Tuesday Ducati announced 
Marc Marquez would be staying 
with the factory team for an 
additional two seasons, where he 
will flanked by fellow Spaniard 
Acosta, who is 22 years old.

Acosta, a former world 
champion in the Moto2 and Moto3 

racing categories, currently races 
on a KTM bike for Red Bull but 
has signed a two-year deal with 
Ducati.     – AFP

Former MotoGP champion Bagnaia to leave 
Ducati, replaced by Acosta

Third placed Team Ducati Lenovo 
Team’s Francesco Bagnaia gives 
the thumbs up after the MotoGP 
Grand Prix of Czechia in Brno, Czech 
Republic, on Sunday.     – AFP

Golf

LOS ANGELES – The PGA 
Tour on Tuesday unveiled a 
dramatic overhaul of professional 
golf in the United States that will 
see the circuit divided into two 
distinct structures.

Under the new system, which 
will be launched in 2028, the tour 
will comprise a lucrative PGA Tour 
Championship Series of around 
23-24 events which will include 
the majors and international events 
such as the Ryder Cup.

A second tier of at least 20 
events – the PGA Tour Challenger 
Series – will run alongside the 
Championship Series, offering 
golfers the chance to secure a 
pathway to the elite circuit.

A system of player promotion 
and relegation between the two 
tiers will also be introduced.

The shake-up is the result 
of a working group from the 
PGA Tour’s Future Competition 
Committee, chaired by Tiger 
Woods, which has been studying 
ways of revitalising golf.

“From day one, the focus of 
the Future Competition Committee 
has been to build the best version 
of the PGA Tour, and to do so in a 
way that reflects the voice of our 
players and the expectations of our 
fans,” PGA Tour chief executive 
Brian Rolapp said in a statement.

“The result is a new competitive 
model grounded in meritocracy, 

with clearer pathways, higher 
stakes and more consistency when 
the best players compete together.

“This model positions the PGA 
Tour for the future, and our focus 
now shifts to finalising the details 
and preparing for implementation 
in 2028.”

Each PGA Tour Championship 
Series event will boast a purse of at 
least US$20 million with fields of 
120 players, with a 36 hole cut to 
the top 65 and ties.

The series, which will run in 
a season stretching from February 
to August, will also feature a 
new-look postseason with the 
introduction of match play and 
a new-look Tour Championship 
played across a rotation of courses.

Leading players from the PGA 
Tour Championship Series will 
also be eligible for a limited series 
of “elevated international events” 
organised in conjunction with 
Europe’s DP World Tour, the PGA 
Tour said.

Challenger Series events will fea-
ture minimum purses of $4 million.

The PGA Tour said the top 
90 finishers out of 130 players in 
the Championship Series will be 
exempt for the following season, 
while those finishing outside the 
top 90 could face relegation to the 
Challenger Series.

A minimum of 20 players 
from the Challenger Series will 
be promoted to the Championship 
Series the following season.  – AFP

PGA Tour announces radical 
overhaul with ‘two-tier’ system

Tiger Woods of the USA and Jay Monahan (commissioner of the PGA TOUR) shake 
hands during a Press Conference with PGA TOUR CEO Brian Rolapp prior to the 
Travelers Championship 2026 at TPC River Highlands on Tuesday in Cromwell, 
Connecticut, United States.              – AFP

F1

SPIELBERG, Austria – 
Four-time world champion Max 
Verstappen heads into his Red Bull 
team’s home Austrian Grand Prix 
this weekend boosted by a major 
upgrade package and seeking his 
first win of the season and a record-
extending fifth win at the event.

Without a victory since the 
season-ending Abu Dhabi race last 
year, the Dutchman is keen not only 
to re-establish his credentials as a title 
contender but also to see Red Bull 
overcome performance problems 
that have hit them this term.

Success in both ventures might 
also persuade him to confirm his 
long-term future with the team by 
signing a new contract.

Verstappen won the Austrian 
race in 2018, 2019, 2021 and 2023 
and also triumphed in the 2021 
Styrian Grand Prix, held at the 
Red Bull Ring track, during the 
pandemic. No other driver has more 
than one Austrian win.

“Austria is a home race for the 
team and it’s been great for me in 
the past,” said Verstappen.

“We have good memories there. 
It’s an interesting challenge. All 
the corners are quite different so 
balance is really important.

“You need both high-speed and 
low-speed performance, good traction 
and to be on top of the car’s energy 
and power. We have a new package 
this weekend so I’m hoping we can be 
closer to where we want to be.”

The short, fast and scenic track, 
owned by Red Bull, in the Styrian 
Alps encourages close racing and 
could see another change of winner 
after Ferrari’s seven-time champion 
Lewis Hamilton ended Mercedes’ 
six-race streak of success with his 
first win for the scarlet Scuderia in 
Spain.

Five of those Mercedes’ 
victories came consecutively from 
Italian teenager Kimi Antonelli who 
sits atop the drivers’ championship 
with a 41-point advantage ahead of 
Hamilton.

Hamilton confirmed his 
resurgent form with a commanding 
drive in Catalunya to claim his 
record 106th career victory and, 
with four races in five weeks, has 
an opportunity to build a bid for his 
record eighth drivers’ title.

Antonelli suffered his first 
retirement in Spain and will be keen 
to overcome the expected tropical-
heatwave conditions and his rivals 
to extend his lead.

Like Red Bull and Ferrari - who 
are bringing an important engine 
upgrade to bid for an historic 
250th win in F1, Mercedes are also 
bringing an upgrade package to a 
track where George Russell won in 
2024.

McLaren will also be a serious 
threat. Defending champion Lando 
Norris won from pole last year as 
the team claimed a record seventh 
win at the venue and they will be 
testing an experimental rear wing in 
tomorrow’s practice.    – AFP

Tennis

BAD HOMBURG, Germany - 
Naomi Osaka shrugged off the heat 
and another first-set freeze to breeze 
past Elise Mertens 6-3, 6-3 in the 
second round of the Bad Homburg 
grass-court tournament on Tuesday.

For the second match in a row, 
Osaka raced to a 5-0 lead in the first 
set before allowing her opponent to 
fight back.

On Sunday, in the first round, 
Magdalena Frech cut the gap to 5-4 
before Osaka reasserted control.

Belgian Mertens came back to 
5-3, before Osaka sealed the set 
before cruising through the second 
to reach her first quarterfinal of 2026.

“In my last match I had a huge 
dip in the first set, and this time I 
tried to be pretty stable,” Osaka 
said. “So, it’s honestly really fun to 
learn match by match.”

Osaka, the Japanese fifth seed, 
said she was not bothered by 

temperatures in the mid-30s.
“I’m pretty heat-tolerant,” 

Osaka said. “I really love the heat. I 
kind of prefer it. It was hot in Paris 
a few weeks ago and I also enjoyed 
that, so I kind of want it to be hot.”

In the next round, she will face 
Ekaterina Alexandrova.

Two days after winning the 
Berlin title to climb to 10th in the 
world, Czech Linda Noskova fell 
to Romanian Elena-Gabriela Ruse 
6-1, 6-3.

Novoska’s first-round match was 
delayed because she also reached 
the delayed doubles final in Berlin 
which she won, with Alexandrova 
on Monday.

In the second round, Ruse will 
face Anna Kalinskaya. It will be the 
first meeting between the two players.

Ukrainian Elina Svitolina battled 
past Russian Liudmila Samsonova 
3-6, 6-3, 6-2 in two hours 12 minutes 
and will face Chinese world No. 52 
Wang Xinyu.       – AFP

Osaka overcomes dip to reach 
Bad Homburg last eight

Verstappen seeking home boost 
with Red Bull upgrades

LAUSANNE – The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) will choose the host of the 2036 
summer Olympic Games in “mid-2029”, Kolinda 

Grabar-Kitarovic, chair of the IOC’s Future Host Commission, 
announced yesterday.

With the 2028 Olympics taking place in Los Angeles and 
those of 2032 scheduled for Brisbane, Australia, the 2036 

edition is the next summer Games available.
The IOC also announced during their 146th session in 

Lausanne that they would be employing a new three-step 
system for picking the next hosts, beginning in March 2027.

“These reforms will give potential hosts greater clarity, 
and their governments will have a clear timetable to provide 
the requested support,” said Grabar-Kitarovic.

The 2032 summer Games were awarded 11 years in 
advance but the 2030 and 2034 winter Games had six and 
10 years notice respectively.

That variability stemmed from a very flexible, largely 
confidential procedure in which the IOC session only stepped 
in at the end of the process to ratify the executive board’s 
choice.        – AFP

IOC to choose 2036 Olympic host in 2029



LIFESTYLE / ENTERTAINMENT
THURSDAY June 25, 2026 The Macau Post Daily 15Your trusted source for real news 

Beijing
20oC~32oC
Shanghai
19oC~27oC
Hong Kong
25oC~32oC
Taipei
24oC~31oC
Guangzhou
25oC~34oC
Nanjing
18oC~28oC
Guilin
21oC~29oC
Xi’an
20oC~28oC

New York
19oC~28oC
London
21oC~32oC
Frankfurt
22oC~37oC
Vancouver
13oC~19oC
Paris
25oC~40oC
Moscow
9oC~18oC
Las Vegas
24oC~41oC
Monte Carlo
23oC~31oC

Lisbon
19oC~25oC
Rio de Janeiro
19oC~21oC
Luanda
18oC~23oC
Maputo
16oC~26oC
Dili
23oC~31oC
São Tomé
24oC~31oC
Praia
21oC~30oC
Bissau
24oC~34oC

Manila
26oC~31oC
Bangkok
26oC~36oC
Tokyo
19oC~23oC
Singapore
25oC~31oC
Kuala Lumpur
24oC~32oC
Jakarta
23oC~32oC
Seoul
17oC~26oC
Sydney
12oC~17oC

LUSOPHONEWORLDASIA-PACIFICCHINA
World Weather

its predecessor, “GTA V”, in barely 
three days.

Harding-Rolls predicted that 
the new game’s arrival should also 
juice sales of gaming consoles, 
currently sapped by a global 
squeeze on memory chips that has 
driven up prices.

Players’ expectations are sky-
high following the success of 
the previous episode in the long-
running “GTA” series.

“GTA V” sold almost 230 
million copies, making it the second 
best-selling game of all time, behind 
“Minecraft”.

Although millions of fans have 
been kept busy with the multiplayer 
version “GTA Online”, the anticipation 
for a true successor has been fierce.

It was not until 2023 that 
Rockstar released a trailer showing 
off “GTA VI”.

The studio “is famously a very, 
very quiet company”, which has 
only served to stoke the hype, 
Young said.

Every screenshot, statement or 
supposed leak linked to the coming 
title draws frenzied online scrutiny.

Successive delays to the release 
have also kept the heat on, from 
autumn 2025 to May and then 
November this year.

Multiple sources have estimated 
the game’s development costs at 
US$1 to US$2 billion, making it 
the most expensive entertainment 
product in history – topping any 
film ever shot.

Developers have been building 
“GTA VI” for more than six years.

Criminal controversy
The “GTA” saga’s action-

adventure titles set in a sprawling 
open world have immersed players 
in high-definition imaginary cities 
heavily inspired by US metropolises.

Each game offers players a huge 
degree of freedom to either carry 
out missions that advance the plot, 
or simply to explore the world on 
foot or at the controls of a fleet 
of vehicles – with the option to 
explode into guns-blazing criminal 
mayhem at any time.

Story missions often involve 
illegal activity ranging from burglary 

to murder and drug trafficking.
The focus on crime has created 

long-running controversy around 
the series, with some critics warning 
about its impact on young gamers.

All of its titles are rated for 
players aged 18 and over under 
Europe’s PEGI classification system.

“GTA VI” will be set in a 
world inspired by Miami and the 
surrounding state of Florida – 
already the backdrop for 2002’s 
instalment “Vice City”.

The two protagonists, Jason 
and Lucia, appear at least loosely 
inspired by the real-life American 
outlaw couple Bonnie and Clyde, 
who have already been the stuff of 
movies and TV series.     – AFP

‘GTA VI’ preorders mark 1st test for biggest game of 2026

This illustration photo created in Los Angeles, California, on December 5, 2023, 
shows Rockstar Games’ Grand Theft Auto 6 trailer played on computer screens. 

– AFP 

Kilian Fichou 
PARIS – With pre-orders 

opening yesterday for “Grand Theft 
Auto VI”, here are some key figures 
from the three-decade history of the 
often controversial games series.

470 million 
That’s the number of “GTA” games 

sold since the launch of the series.
It puts players in the shoes of 

outlaws roaming large US cities, 
with action including gunplay and 
wild car chases.

Previous instalment “GTA 
V” has been a perennial sales 
powerhouse for Rockstar Games 
since its 2013 release, with almost 
230 million copies sold, according 
to Rockstar parent company Take-
Two Interactive’s May results.

With versions available across 
three console generations (PlayStation 
3/Xbox 360, Playstation 4/Xbox One 
and Playstation 5/Xbox Series), “GTA 
V” is the second-best-selling game of 
all time after “Minecraft”.

Three
The number of days it took 

“GTA V” to book one billion US 
dollars in sales in 2013.

That record made the title 
the fastest-selling entertainment 
product in history, according to 
Take-Two.

282 million 
The number of views for the 

first “GTA VI” trailer published on 

YouTube two and a half years ago 
– making it one of the most popular 
game announcements ever.

Rockstar’s 90-second clip shows 
off a return to Miami-inspired Vice 
City, the setting for an eponymous 
2002 instalment in the “GTA” series.

It racked up its first 93 million 
views in less than 24 hours on 
YouTube.

A second trailer released in May 
2025 has been viewed almost 168 
million times.

13 
The number of years between the 

release of “GTA V” in September 
2013 and the November 19, 2026 
release date for the follow-up.

“GTA VI” has slipped after 
initially being pencilled in for 
autumn 2025 – first to May, then to 
November this year.

By comparison, “GTA V” was 
released 16 years after the very first 
game in the saga.

Five 
The number of female playable 

characters in the series – all of them 
in the very first 2D game released 
in 1997 – before Lucia, one of two 
protagonists in “GTA VI”.

While women have starred 
in some of the many imitators of 
“GTA” as well as the Rockstar 
series’ special editions and the 
online multiplayer, mainline “GTA” 
games have until now always 
centred on male figures.

90 
The number of videos showing 

in-development “GTA VI” 
gameplay footage that were stolen 
and published online in 2022.

4,000 
The number of articles written 

about “GTA” between 1997 and 2009, 
according to Guiness World Records.

They called the saga the 
“most consistently controversial 
video game series in history” – a 
category online commentators have 
suggested was invented specifically 
for “GTA”.

75 
The size of the playable area 

in “GTA V” in square kilometres – 
equivalent to 29 square miles of the 
fictional city of Los Santos and its 
surrounding area.

While other open world games 
have much larger maps, the area of 
“GTA V” is the largest so far in the 
series.

861 
The number of actors who 

contributed their voices to “GTA 
IV” was by far the largest of any 
game, according to the 2009 edition 
of Guinness World Records.

Different games in the series 
have enlisted celebrities like Guns 
N’ Roses rocker Axl Rose, actor 
Samuel L Jackson and rapper and 
actor Ice-T.    

  – AFP 

‘Grand Theft Auto’ by numbers

LOS ANGELES – A new 
audio book of Homer’s epic “The 
Odyssey” read by an AI-generated 
Michael Caine was released on 
Tuesday, just weeks ahead of the 
premiere of Christopher Nolan’s 
film adaptation.

The 13-hour recording 
features the voice of the 93-year-
old British actor – star of “The 
Italian Job” and “Get Carter” – 
along with a cast of other voices 
from a library accumulated by 
ElevenLabs, who pay performers 
every time their voice is used.

“The Odyssey is one of the 
greatest stories ever told. For nearly 
three millennia, its themes of perse-
verance, loyalty, temptation, and the 
enduring call of home have resonat-
ed across cultures and generations,” 
Caine said in a statement.

“By bridging classical 
storytelling with digital innovation, 
this timeless epic is reimagined for 
modern audiences, brought vividly 
to life through ElevenReader’s 
cutting-edge technology,” he 
said, referring to the company’s 
audiobook app, which counts US 
actor Matthew McConaughey 
among its investors.

The use of AI is controversial 
in Hollywood, where actors and 
creators fear being replaced by 
technology.

In a statement, ElevenLabs 
said their offering was about 
enhancing audience experiences.

“The Odyssey was never 
meant to be read silently. For 
centuries it was performed 
aloud. This adaptation combines 
full-cast performances, original 
music, and cinematic sound 
design,” the company said.

The audiobook launch comes 
less than a month ahead of the 
release of “The Odyssey” by Nolan, 
who previously collaborated 
with Caine on “Inception” and 
“Interstellar,” among others.

The movie, starring Matt 
Damon as the hero Odysseus 
who must find his way back 
home to his wife Penelope (Anne 
Hathaway), is expected to be one 
of the cinematic events of the year.

An all-star cast includes 
newlyweds Tom Holland and 
Zendaya, as well as Robert 
Pattinson, Travis Scott, Charlize 
Theron and Lupita Nyong’o as 
Helen of Troy.  – AFP

AI name is Michael Caine: ‘The 
Odyssey’ gets digital narrator

Kilian Fichou
PARIS – “Grand Theft Auto VI” 

could start breaking records months 
ahead of the game’s November 19 
release, as preorders open today for 
the long-awaited new instalment in 
the rollicking gangster saga.

On track to outsell any other 
cultural product this year – or in 
recorded history –

the new title has fans salivating 
after a 13-year wait, prompting 
competing publishers to clear their 
schedules around the release date.

Finally getting his hands on the 
game “doesn’t exactly feel like a real 
thing that would ever happen”, said 
Red Young, a 26-year-old Scotsman 
who has spent half his life waiting 
for the American studio Rockstar 
Games to finish “GTA VI”.

“Knowing that we’ve got here... 
and I’m actually going to be able to 
play it, is borderline a miracle,” he 
added.

Players will be able to reserve a 
digital or physical copy of GTA VI 
online or in stores from midnight in 

their time zone today, Rockstar said, 
before it goes live on consoles later 
this year.

Rockstar also announced 
yesterday that the new game’s 
price would be US$10 higher 
than the norm for high-end titles, 
at US$79.99 in the US, with an 
“Ultimate” edition offering bonus 
content like weapons and vehicles 
sold for US$99.99.

Breaking all records
“The full launch including 

pre-orders will be the biggest 
entertainment launch ever... bigger 
than any movie, TV series, music 
concert or album,” said Piers 
Harding-Rolls of the UK-based data 
firm Ampere Analysis.

Analysts at the investment bank 
Piper Sandler expect around 45 
million copies to move before the 
game is even released.

That should put “GTA VI” 
on track to top the record for the 
fastest cultural product to make a 
billion US dollars in sales, set by 
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A painting by Mexican artist Antonio Proa, a gift 

from the Tijuana club to the Iranian delegation in 

a training session of the Iranian football team at 

Centro Xoloitzcuintle in Tijuana on Tuesday, during 

the 2026 World Cup football tournament.       – AFP

Young fans wearing masks of Argentina’s 

footballer Lionel Messi pose for a photograph 

as they celebrate his birthday, in Kolkata, India 

yesterday.     – AFP

Croatia’s midfielder Luka Modric is tossed in the air by his 
teammates on Tuesday as they celebrate after winning 

the 2026 World Cup Group L match against Panama at 

the Toronto Stadium in Toronto and celebrating Modric’s 

200th international appearance for Croatia.              – AFP

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo (right) reacts 

during the 2026 World Cup Group K match against 

Uzbekistan at the Houston Stadium in Houston on 

Tuesday.                 – AFP

England supporters pose prior to the 2026 World Cup 

Group L match against Ghana at the Boston Stadium in 

Foxborough, United States on Tuesday.                   – AFP

Walter, “the oracle orangutan”, feeds on frozen fruit after 

predicting the result of the 2026 FIFA World Cup Group E 

match between Ecuador and Germany at Dortmund Zoo 

in Dortmund, western Germany, yesterday.

Ecuador will play against Germany today at the New York 

New Jersey Stadium, East Rutherford, USA.             – AFP


