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Indonesian consul says Macau is ‘entry
point into one of most dynamic regions’

Rui Pastorin

The “Indonesia Business Forum 2026:
Sustainable Tourism; Strategic Partnership
with the Greater Bay Area [GBA]” took place
at Wynn Macau yesterday, during which
Fithonatul Mar’ati, acting consul general of
the Republic of Indonesia in Hong Kong,
described Macau as an important partner for
her country and an entry point into ‘one of the
world’s most dynamic economic regions’.

The one-day forum, which was hosted by
the consulate, aimed to provide insight into
Indonesia’s sustainable tourism opportunities
and identify potential partners from Macau,
Hong Kong and elsewhere in the GBA.

The consulate is accredited to the Hong
Kong and Macau SARs.

Panel discussions and keynote speakers
took place, along with business matching
sessions. Attendees included representatives
from government, consuls, academia and the
business community, along with participants
who travelled from Beijing, Hong Kong,
Jakarta and Singapore, among others.

In her opening speech, Mar’ati spoke on
the strengths and developments of the tourism
industry of Indonesia, which she said is one
of ASEAN’s largest and most promising
economies, inviting Macau-based investors,
businesspeople and service providers to
explore Indonesia’s tourism potential.

Mar’ati went on to highlight Macau
and its important role within the GBA,
noting: “As part of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, Macau is
an international tourism and leisure centre
connecting business, culture, services,
events and people. Indonesia sees Macau as
an important partner and an entry point to
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Fithonatul Mar’ati, acting consul general of the Republic of Indonesia in Hong
Kong, delivers her opening remarks at yesterday’s “Indonesia Business Forum
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2026: Sustainable Tourism; Strategic Partnership with the Greater Bay Area”, at

Wynn Macau.

one of the world’s most dynamic economic
regions”.

Merchandise trade with Macau is modest
but has shown “positive momentum”, she said.

People-to-people ties, she noted, are also
growing, with visitor arrivals from Indonesia,
which ranks third among Macau’s foreign
visitor source markets, reaching 208,143 in
2025 while the city’s non-resident workforce
includes over 8,300 Indonesians.

Meanwhile, Secretary for Economy

and Finance Ng Wai Han, representing
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai, highlighted
in her speech the continuously deepening
relationship between Macau and Indonesia,
along with tourism as one of the areas with
“greatest potential” for cooperation.

“In recent years, Macau and Indonesia
have continuously deepened pragmatic
cooperation in various major realms”.

Concerning the MICE sector, Ng added
that Indonesian enterprises have also

Secretary for Economy and Finance Ng Wai Han delivers her speech at the
Indonesia Business Forum 2026, at Wynn Macau yesterday.

- Photos: Rui Pastorin

participated in flagship events in Macau for
many consecutive years, and, for industrial
and commercial cooperation, she highlighted
a visit to Indonesia by the “Delegation of
Chinese Mainland and Macao Enterprises
for Going Global” at the end of 2025.
“Through collaborations across different
sectors, Macau and Indonesia have laid a
solid foundation for further expansion of the
Belt and Road market”, she said.

Continued on p.3

Rubio says US will not accept Iranian tolls on Hormuz

TEHRAN — Washington’s top diplomat
insisted yesterday that the US would not
accept any attempt to impose tolls or fees on
Strait of Hormuz, the key waterway where
the UN said it would begin evacuating
thousands of sailors stranded by the Middle
East war

The US and Iran have signed a preliminary
deal to halt the war, and concluded a first
round of talks in Switzerland as part of a 60-
day negotiation period to settle outstanding
issues like sanctions relief and the fate of

Tehran’s nuclear programme.

An Iranian blockade that began early
in the conflict choked off maritime traffic
through the Hormuz strait — sending global
oil prices surging — but crossings have begun
to rise again since the US-Iran deal was
inked.

Iran has repeatedly maintained it will
retain control over the waterway, including
yesterday, when it and Oman said in a
joint statement that they would study the
administration of the trade route and the

costs to be charged for services provided,
insisting on their sovereignty over the strait.

But US Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
kicking off a regional tour, reiterated
Washington’s  position that such an
arrangement would be unacceptable.

“It’s an international waterway. No
country is allowed to charge tolls or fees on
an international waterway,” he said, adding
that he believed “all the countries in this
region would agree”.

Tehran’s top negotiator, Mohammad

Bagher Ghalibaf, had earlier insisted the
Strait of Hormuz “will never return” to the
pre-war status quo, despite the foes agreeing
to set up communication lines to keep it
open.

The head of the UN’s International
Maritime Organisation, meanwhile, said it
would begin evacuating more than 11,000
sailors stranded by the Hormuz blockade in
cooperation with Iran, Oman and the United
States, adding it had “secured the necessary
safety guarantees”. (More on p.10) —AFP
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Ronaldo-inspired Portugal thrash Uzbekistan 5-0 at World Cup

HOUSTON, United States — Cristiano

became the first man to score in six World Cups as the

41-year-old netted twice in Portugal’s 5-0 win over

Uzbekistan in Houston early this morning Macau time.
Ronaldo’s brace in the opening period, either side of

Ronaldo

the knockout stages.

a Nuno Mendes free-kick, as well as an Abdu-
vohid Nematov own goal and a late Rafael Leao
strike earned Portugal their first win in Group K
and moved them to the brink of qualification to

— AFP/MPD
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Peru'’s leftist presidential candidate
demands annulment of overseas vote

Peruvian left-wing presidential candidate Roberto Sanchez
called on Monday for the annulment of overseas votes in the runoff
election in which he is narrowly trailing his conservative rival.

— Story on p. 12
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Judiciary Police boost GBA ties to combat drug trafﬁcking: Sit

Ida Cheong

Judiciary Police (PJ) Director
Sit Chong Meng told reporters
yesterday that, over the years, the
Judiciary Police have maintained
sustained joint anti-drug operations
with cities in the Greater Bay
Area (GBA) to successfully crack
multiple drug trafficking cases.

Sit made the remarks on the
sidelines of the kick-off ceremony
of the 7-day “Citywide Anti-Drug
Week” at NOVA Mall in Taipa.

In response to the new cross-
regional smuggling tactic known as
“drug parcels”, which are sent from
the Chinese mainland to Macau and
then posted back to the Chinese
mainland, the Judiciary Police
have established a collaboration
mechanism with the Guangdong
Provincial Public Security
Department’s anti-narcotics entity
to synchronously track and crack
down on such two-way illicit

trafficking, Sit added.

Sit added that with the summer
holiday approaching, passenger
traffic at the local airport and Barrier
Gate border checkpoint is expected
to rise, increasing the potential risk
of drug smuggling. Local police
are maintaining close intelligence
sharing with Chinese mainland
and foreign anti-drug agencies to
enable early warning and proactive
intervention, he said.

Before answering reporters’
questions, Sit noted in a speech
during yesterday’s kick-off

ceremony that the Judiciary Police
recorded 61 drug trafficking cases
and 29 drug-abuse cases last year,
marking a year-on-year increase,
adding that despite the rise of drug
cases, the police successfully cracked
multiple major cross-border drug-
trafficking operations, effectively
curbing the flow of narcotics into
local communities, Sit said.

Giant pandas ‘Jian Jian’ & ‘Kang
Kang turn 10 this Frlday

Rui Pastorin

Giant pandas “Jian Jian (g
fi£)” and “Kang Kang (FEEE)”
are turning 10 on Friday, with a
birthday celebration going to be
held at the Macao Giant Panda
Pavilion that also invites members
of the public to join the festivities.

The twin brothers were born in
Macau to parents “Kai Kai” ()
and “Xin Xin” (‘L>0»), two giant
pandas entrusted to Macau by the
Central People’s Government.

The Friday birthday bash
for the two cuties will also have
keepers present a “specially made
birthday cake” to them, while
dozens of invited 10-year-old
students will join the occasion,
along with parents and teachers.

A recent statement by the
Macau Municipal Affairs Bureau

This photo
recently provided
by the Municipal
Affairs Bureau
(IAM) shows one
of the twin pandas
feasting on a
snack prepared for
them at the Macao
. Giant Panda

" Pavilion. The

= caption provided
| by the bureau did
not identify which
one of the twins is
seen in the picture.

(IAM) described both 10-year-
olds as well-loved by people of
all ages

Other event highlights for that
day include the award ceremony
for the pandas’ 10" birthday card
design contest that was open to
young students across Macau,
with a total of nine winners
chosen from over 1,100 entries,
the statement said. A themed “da
ka” photo spot, along with free
game booths and workshops are
also part of the programme.

The celebration and ceremony,
the statement added, will be
broadcast on the China Central
Television  (CCTV) iPanda
platform (www.ipanda.com).

One can find more details by
visiting both www.iam.gov.mo
and www.iam.gov.mo/nature. B
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Macau Weather

VERY HOT.

FINE APART FROM CLOUDY
PERIODS.

ONE OR TWO SHOWERS.

FORCE 3 TO 4 SOUTH TO
SOUTHWESTERLY WINDS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL RANGE

BETWEEN 70%

AND 95%.
28°C~32°C
Source: SMG

i
10 (-7 0,
3 N ‘”:»_;"l“‘” a

|

am | €

l

m\ nto no'c omb; ’m

N | ’):rOga

Judiciary Police (PJ) Director Sit Chong Meng (second from right) and fellow senior
PJ officers look on before speaking to reporters after yesterday’s opening ceremony

of the “Citywide Anti-Drug Week” at NOVA Mall in Taipa.

According to Sit, his office will
continue to focus on four strategic
areas, covering intelligence-led
operations, enhancing enforcement,
anti-drug publicity for prevention,

- Photo: Ida Cheong

aiming to deepen all aspects of its
anti-drug efforts and build a robust
defensive line against drugs for civil
society.

Sit noted that the Judiciary

to emerging novel psychoactive
substances and are cooperating with
other local government entities to
comprehensively improve Macau’s
drug control regulatory system.
Following last year’s inclusion of 24
substances under controlled status,
including etomidate, the Judiciary
Police will continue to strengthen
their anti-drug fight this year, with
particular emphasis on full-scale
regulation of etomidate analogues
(commonly known as space oil),
aiming to effectively counter the
growing trend of drug concealment
and promptly close legal loopholes,
Sit said.

Meanwhile, the Judiciary Police
launched their “Campus Anti-Drug
Elite” programme this year, recruiting
students from local schools. Through
specialised training, participants are
equipped to become “positive agents”
who help the police disseminate drug-
prevention and anti-drug messages.

The anti-drug week ends next
Monday, featuring drug specimen
exhibits, interactive booth games
and anti-drug information display

and technological advancement, Police are paying close attention boards. m
MGTO partners with e-payment platforms
to boost visitor spending
Khalel Vallo

The Macau Government Tourism
Office (MGTO) said in a statement
on Monday that it is partnering with
major electronic payment platforms
in key source markets South Korea,
Thailand and Hong Kong, in order
to offer travel spending incentives
aimed at attracting more visitors and
encouraging consumption in Macau.

According to the statement,
the initiative combines payment
promotions with seasonal travel
campaigns, major events and holiday
periods in the second half of the year
to increase visitors’ willingness to
travel and spend in the city.

The statement added that the pro-
gramme targets markets with strong
growth potential by collaborating
with widely used payment platforms,
namely Naver Pay in South Korea,
TrueMoney in Thailand, and Alipay-
HK in Hong Kong.

The partnerships are intended
to make spending in Macau more
convenient for visitors using
familiar payment tools while
strengthening the city’s image as
a tourist destination with diverse
electronic payment options, the
statement noted, underlining that
South Korea remains Macau’s
largest international visitor market.

From last month to December,
MGTO is working with Naver Pay
on spending promotions supported
by online advertising campaigns,
platform marketing and promotional
content featuring South Korean
entertainer Park Jinyoung, aiming
to showcase Macau’s lifestyle
experiences and tourism offerings,
the statement said.

Meanwhile, Thailand was ranked
as Macau’s third-largest international
source market from January to April,
with visitor arrivals increasing by
nearly 60 percent year-on-year, the

Airlines and
Accommodation

S 50%

statement said, pointing out that
MGTO and TrueMoney are jointly
offering tourism spending incentives
from last month through December,
including the return of the “Macao
Wonder” online travel fair this month
and November, featuring discounted
Macau travel packages, flights and
accommodation.

MGTO is also planning
additional promotions with a Thai
telecommunications company and
online travel agencies, including a
vlog campaign featuring Thai actor
Chayapak Tunprayoon highlighting
Macau’s food and other attractions,
the statement added.

Moreover, for the Hong Kong
market, MGTO recently staged
the “Macau  Summer Market”

with TrueMoney for 3X value

Available at all stores displaying the Alipay+ logo

Spending in Macau

57:+250
Upto MOP

Alipay+ \ V4

truemoney

Spending in
Macau-Zhuhai

%:n 500
Addllloml MOP

x 3 il
This poster provided by the Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) on Monday

promotes its collaboration with Thailand’s e-payment platform TrueMoney to boost
visitor spending. The translation of the Thai-language poster was arranged by the Post.

promotional event and will launch
further themed campaigns with
local travel information websites
and AlipayHK next month through
October, the statement pointed out.

MGTO said it will continue
working with mainstream payment
platforms in different source markets
while expanding targeted promo-
tional campaigns to diversify visitor
arrivals, enrich travel experiences
and stimulate tourism spending in
Macau, the statement said.

As of June, businesses in Macau
accepta widerange of local, Chinese
mainland and foreign electronic
payment services, providing greater
convenience for travellers from
different countries and regions, the
statement noted. B
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‘New thinking’ revitalises GBA's Na Tcha culture,
says inheritor Ip Tat

Interview by Armindo Neves

The  government-appointed  Cultural
Heritage Committee agreed last Thursday
to designate a total of eight individuals to
become official inheritors of seven statutorily
protected items of Macau’s intangible cultural
heritage. Among them is Ip Tat, president of
the Na Tcha Temple Association.

The Na Tcha Belief* is the only intangible
heritage item for which the government has
designated two inheritors — Ip and Cheang Kun
Kuong. All the other items are represented by
one inheritor each.

The Post interviewed Ip on Saturday at the
Na Tcha-themed café in Chi Lam Vai Village,
located near the UNESCO World Heritage-
listed Na Tcha Temple. The café’s Portuguese
and Chinese names are “Amigos do Espinho”
and “Chi Lam”, respectively.

In the face of this honour, Ip humbly
stated during the exclusive interview that
the recognition is by no means his personal
achievement, but rather the result of the
collective efforts of his entire team and their
predecessors.

Helmsman of century-old
association
The Na Tcha Temple Association has a
history spanning more than a century. As a
seventh-generation inheritor, Ip said he took on
the heavy responsibility entrusted to him by his
predecessors when he was still in his thirties.
“Back then, the elders handed over to me
the official seal, the temple, and all its funds,
saying they trusted my character”, Ip recalled.
Over the past 30-odd years, Ip has
propelled a modest temple to attain the dual
honours of being part of a UNESCO World
Heritage site and making Na Tcha culture a
signature “brand” representative of Macau.
When it comes to passing on this legacy,
Ip jokes that he did not receive much formal
education in his youth — describing himself
as having only a “primary school level” — but
in all his dealings, he has relied on honesty
and down-to-earth principles. He noted that
despite his modest educational background,
he has always approached his work with
forward-thinking ideas. As early as 2012,
when the public were still unfamiliar with the
concept of ‘intangible cultural heritage’, he
funded the groundwork for the preservation
and revitalisation of the Na Tcha culture out
of his own pocket.

Technology meets tradition
“Culture is a vessel; it must be alive and
dynamic. We hope that this vitality can shine
even more brightly”, Ip said, adding that “new
thinking” was required to keep the Na Tcha
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Na Tcha Temple Association President Ip Tat (right) speaks to the Post’s reporter Armindo Neves during an
exclusive interview at the Na Tcha-themed café near the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Na Tcha Temple on

Saturday.

folk belief in step with the times.

In order to ensure that traditional culture
does not remain stuck in the past, Ip and his
team established a Na Tcha cultural centre at
the café in 2024, keeping pace with the times by
embracing new media and digital technology.

“Modern technology and traditional
devotees are not in conflict with one another.
Through collaboration with organisations
in the Chinese mainland, we are using short
videos, audio-visual content, and online
platforms to promote Na Tcha culture across
the nation and around the world — so that
over a billion people will know that one of
the homes of Na Tcha culture is right here in
Macau”, Ip explained.

In addition to digital outreach, Ip has
been actively promoting the development of
cultural and creative products. He frequently
invites primary and secondary school students
to the temple to sketch, watch short films, and
listen to him tell historical stories in person.

He proudly revealed that it is no longer
just younger pupils taking part; young people
from tertiary institutions such as the Macau
University of Science and Technology
(MUST) and the Macao University of Tourism
(UTM) also frequently visit for academic
and cultural exchanges. Furthermore, Ip is
particularly pleased to see the association’s
eighth generation already working in the
youth division, with its youngest members
being only 11 or 12 years old.

“The spirit of passing on our heritage”, he
said, “means enabling the next generation to
feel, engage with, and fall in love with this
place from a young age”.

Inheritors’ responsibilities
Ip explained that as an official inheritor,
he must submit a comprehensive report to the

Indonesian consul says Macau is ‘entry point
into one of the most dynamic regions’

Continued from p.1

Moreover, on tourism, Ng underlined its
great potential for cooperation. She added that the
government will continue to promote Muslim-
friendly services and organise workshops about
Muslim travellers for those in the tourism and
hospitality industry, striving to “build Macau
into a Muslim-friendly destination”. Macau
now has “a growing number” of food product
manufacturers and restaurants that have obtained
Halal certifications, she said.

Ng concluded her speech by pointing out
that “China and the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) have been great
neighbours, friends and partners sharing a

common future. Our relations are on fair and
friendly terms in pursuit of mutual benefits
and success”.

“The Macao SAR Government looks
forward to deepening cooperation in economy,
trade and investment, conventions and
exhibitions, tourism and cultural exchange,
among other areas. We sincerely welcome
enterprises from Indonesia to expand their
business in Macao and leverage our city’s
platform to build connectivity with the
markets in the Chinese mainland, Portuguese-
speaking countries and the world, joining
hands to unveil a myriad of new opportunities
for a sustainable future”, she said. m

- Photo courtesy of the association

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) every three years
— a kind of “work accounting” — detailing the
revitalisation and publicity efforts undertaken
during that period. The local government, he
noted, takes the protection of cultural heritage
very seriously.

Although the Na Tcha Temple’s
promotional efforts rank among the best,
Ip said, he candidly admitted that its daily
operations and revitalisation still face
enormous challenges. He noted that everything
from the routine staffing costs of the cultural
centre to basic practical infrastructure —
such as the difficulty of replacing electricity
meters or installing air-conditioning in the
historic building — makes the path of cultural
preservation a difficult one to walk.

“We are looking for policy support and
deregulation”, Ip said, expressing his hope
that the government will provide greater
regulatory flexibility and backing in the
future to help resolve these infrastructural
bottlenecks.

He emphasised that, moving forward,
the association will organise a wide range of
activities —including photography competitions
— to further expand the influence of the Ruins
of St Paul’s-Na Tcha culture from Macau
across the Greater Bay Area (GBA), eventually
extending its reach to Taiwan, Malaysia, and
Singapore, ensuring this local “golden brand”
continues to shine on the world stage. m

*The Na Tcha Belief and Customs centre
aroundthe worship of Na Tcha (Nezha), a deeply
revered child deity in Chinese folk religion,
Taoism, and Buddhism. Traditionally depicted
as a youthful, rebellious figure who flies on
“Wind Fire Wheels” and wields a “Universe
Ring,” Na Tcha is celebrated as a powerful
protector against evil spirits, plagues, and
natural disasters. While Na Tcha is recognised
across many Chinese communities, the specific
“Na Tcha Belief and Customs” have a uniquely
profound cultural footprint in Macau. The core
elements of the Na Tcha Belief are his role as
a Child Protector, a Shield Against Plagues,
and Cultural Harmony. Every year, around the
18™ day of the fifth lunar month, Macau hosts
vibrant celebrations to mark Na Tcha's birthday,
this year on July 2. The Na Tcha Parade, this
time on July 1-2, is a grand procession where a
Statue of the deity is carried through the historic
streets, accompanied by lion and dragon
dances to bless the community. — Gemini
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Joint exhibition brings Fernando Pessoa’s

poetry to life through calligraphy at FRC gallery

Khalel Vallo

A joint calligraphy exhibition inspired by the
works of Portuguese poet and writer Fernando
Pessoa opened at Rui Cunha Foundation (FRC)
gallery yesterday, showcasing 44 pieces that present
Pessoa’s poetry in both Portuguese and Chinese
calligraphy through the artistic collaboration of
local calligraphers Fernando Anténio and Choi
Chun Heng.

Titled ‘“Poems of Fernando Pessoa”, the
exhibition will remain on display until July 4. The
collection features calligraphic interpretations of
poems by Pessoa (1888-1935), one of Portugal’s
most celebrated literary figures, rendered in Chinese
and Portuguese.

Pessoa was a Portuguese a poet, writer, literary
critic, translator, and publisher. According to a
detailed article by Wikipedia on his life and work,
Pessoa has been described as one of the world’s most
significant literary figures of the 20" century and one
of the greatest poets in Portuguese literature. He also
wrote in and translated from English and French.

According to a statement by the gallery yesterday,
the exhibition follows the duo’s 2024 showcase,
“Calligraphy of Aphorisms in Portuguese and
Chinese”, which focused on Eastern philosophical
thoughts translated into Macau’s two official
languages.

According to the calligraphers, the positive
public response to that exhibition encouraged them
to develop a new project centred on Portuguese
literature.

Anténio, 75, is a Macanese calligrapher,
collector and president of the Supervisory Board
of the Macau Orient Painting and Calligraphy
Association (MOPCA), the statement said, adding
that he participated in the 3 MOPCA Members’
Works Exhibition, co-organised by the FRC gallery
in September 2019.

Speaking to the Post on the sidelines of the
opening ceremony, Antonio said he chose Pessoa
primarily because of his admiration for the poet
and the abundance of material available for artistic
interpretation. “I like Fernando Pessoa because he
has a lot of poems for me to copy [for calligraphy]”,
Antonio said, adding that he would visit locations
associated with the poet whenever he travels to
Portugal, namely Pessoa’s statue in Lisbon.

Antonio added that his interest in calligraphy
began during his high-school years when he attended

calligraphy classes, an experience that inspired him
to continue practising the art form for decades.

Moreover, Antonio noted that adapting
Portuguese writing to traditional brush calligraphy
remains challenging. He said suitable brushes are
difficult to find, pointing out that only a small number
of those he purchases are capable of producing the
style he seeks. “Portuguese calligraphy is very
challenging. If I buy a hundred brushes and find just
10 that work for me, I consider it a success. Not all
brushes are suitable for my work”, he noted.

Anténio also said that, from today, the gallery
will feature 10 additional exhibits featuring
paintings of Pessoa. However, he chose not to name
the painter. Yesterday, only one painting of the poet
was displayed at the exhibition.

Meanwhile, Choi, a veteran calligraphy
instructor and chairman of Macau Da Feng Tang Art
House, joined Antonio in presenting the exhibition.

With free admission, the exhibition offers
visitors an opportunity to explore the intersection
of Portuguese literature and Chinese calligraphic
traditions, while highlighting Macau’s role as a
meeting point between Eastern and Western cultures.

Exhibitiongoers can visit the gallery at 749
Avenida da Praia Grande, Luen Pong Building, open
Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and from
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays.
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Local calligrapher Choi Chun Heng

at the gallery. — Photos: Khalel Vallo
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Guangdong, HK, Macau joint
exercise aims to enhance
marine rescue capabilities

Tony Wong

Marine and other authorities
from Guangdong, Hong Kong and
Macau carried out a joint exercise
in Macau’s coastal waters yesterday
morning, with the aim of testing and
enhancing their joint capabilities to
carry out emergency and rescue
operations in the Pearl River
Estuary, according to a statement
by the Macau Marine and Water
Bureau (DSAMA).

The joint exercise was conducted
in the maritime area north of the
entrance to the channel leading to
the Outer Harbour Ferry Terminal.

According to the statement,
yesterday’s exercise simulated a
collision between a high-speed
passenger ferry and a construction
vessel, resulting in damage to the
ferry’s engine room, water ingress,
and a risk of sinking.

In the simulated scenario, the
ferry captain issued a distress
signal and deployed a life raft, to
which all passengers and crew were
evacuated, while the construction
vessel also sustained damage, losing
its propulsion, and a fire broke out
on its bow, prompting the crew to
attempt to extinguish the flames.

In the simulated scenario, a
man fell overboard from each of
the vessels. Upon being notified of
the “accident”, the Macau Marine
and Water Bureau immediately
activated its Maritime Search
and Rescue Coordination Centre,

contacting ~ Macau’s  maritime
emergency-response  authorities,
namely the DSAMA and the

Macau Customs Service, to launch
a rescue operation. However, the
statement said, given the severity
of the “accident”, the DSAMA
also requested the participation of
maritime search and rescue units
from Guangdong and Hong Kong,
and also notified Macau’s Civil
Protection Operations Centre.

In the simulated scenario,
following the arrival of vessels from
the Macau Customs Service and the
DSAMA, the individuals in the life
raft were transferred to a Macau
Customs Service rescue vessel with
the support of a DSAMA vessel.
Vessels from the Macau Customs
Service and the Shenzhen Maritime

Safety Administration proceeded
to search for the two men that had
fallen overboard.

As the man who had fallen from
the passenger ferry had “sustained
serious injuries”, he was transported
by a Macau Customs Service vessel
to a DSAMA vessel equipped with
a helipad, and then airlifted by
a helicopter from Hong Kong’s
Government Flying Service to the
helipad at the Outer Harbour Ferry
Terminal for hospitalisation, the
statement said.

Afterwards, an “smart” vessel
from the Shenzhen Maritime Safety
Administration located the man who
had fallen from the construction
vessel. Under the DSAMA’s
coordination, he was rescued by
the Hong Kong Government Flying
Service helicopter and transported
to the helipad at the Outer Harbour
Ferry Terminal for hospitalisation,
the statement said.

In the simulated scenario,
other vessels from Guangdong and
Macau equipped with water cannons
sprayed the construction vessel and
extinguished the fire. Under the
Macau Marine and Water Bureau’s
coordination, the Macau Customs
Service, the Public Security Police
(PSP), the Fire Services Bureau (CB),
the Health Bureau (SSM), and the
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) provided
shoreside services including triage,
emergency care, hospitalisation,
psychological counselling, and border
control for the rescued individuals.

The statement said that yesterday’s
exercise was organised by the Macau
Marine and Water Bureau’s, with the
participation of marine and various
other entities from Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macau. In addition to the
abovementioned entities, other entities
from the three places participating in
the exercise also included Macau’s
Unitary Police Service (SPU) and
Civil Aviation Authority (AACM),
the Guangdong Maritime Safety
Administration, the Zhuhai Maritime
Safety Administration, the Zhuhai
Emergency Management Bureau, and
Hong Kong’s Marine Department.

The exercise mobilised 20 ves-
sels, one helicopter, four vehicles,
and 262 personnel deployed from
the three places. m

Vessels from Guangdong and Macau equipped with water cannons spray a
construction vessel to extinguish a fire during a Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau joint

exercise conducted in Macau’s coastal waters yesterday.

- Photo: DSAMA
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Macau taekwondist clinches
1 gold and 2 bronzes in Australia

Armindo Neves

The 2026 WT (World
Taeckwondo)  President’s  Cup
Oceania and Australian Open
Taekwondo Championships were
held on the Gold Coast in Australia,
where Macau tackwondist Lao I
Ieng clinched one gold and two
bronzes, according to an online
report by Macau Sports Weekly on
Sunday.

Taekwondo is a modern Korean
martial art and Olympic sport. Its
name translates from Korean as
“the way of the foot and fist” (Tae
meaning foot/leg, Kwon meaning
fist/hand, and Do meaning the way
or path).

Between last Thursday and
Friday, Lao competed in two
women’s poomsae* categories at
the WT President’s Cup Oceania.
She secured a bronze medal in the
Women’s Individual Free Poomsae
017 category and placed fifth in the
Women’s Individual Recognised
Poomsae U30 category.

On Saturday and Sunday at
the Australian Open Taekwondo

Macau taekwondist Lao I leng (second from left) poses with the MSAR flag

during the award ceremony of the Australian Open Taekwondo Championships in
Australia’s Gold Coast city last week. — Photo courtesy of Macau Sports Weekly

Championships, Lao claimed
a gold medal in the Women’s
Individual Recognised Poomsae
U30 category, adding another
bronze to her tally in the Women’s
Individual Free Poomsae O17
category. B

*In  Taekwondo, Poomsae
translates directly to ‘‘form” or

“pattern.” It is a defined sequence
of defensive and  offensive
movements  performed — against
an imaginary array of attackers.
Rather than free-form fighting, it
is a highly structured, meditative
practice  designed to perfect
technique, balance, breath control,
and focus. — Gemini

Local govt announces schedule for 2026
APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting

Tony Wong
The  Macau  Government
Information Bureau (GCYS)

yesterday announced the schedule
for the upcoming 13" APEC
Tourism  Ministerial Meeting,
which will be held in Macau
between today and Sunday.

The meeting’s opening
ceremony will be held on Saturday
morning.

After the Foreign Ministry in
Beijing announced in December
last year that the 33" Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Economic Leaders’ Meeting will
be held in Shenzhen on November
18 and 19, 2026, the Macau
government announced at that
time that according to the central
government’s arrangements,
the APEC Tourism Ministerial
Meeting will be held in Macau in
June 2026.

It will be the third time that
China hosts the APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting, after Shanghai
in 2001 and Beijing in 2014.

Before the 22 APEC
Economic Leaders’ Meeting was
held in Beijing in November 2014,
the APEC Tourism Ministerial
Meeting was held in Macau in
September that year.

It will be the second time that
Macau hosts the APEC Tourism
Ministerial Meeting, since it last
hosted the event in 2014.

The  Macau  government
announced last month that the
13" APEC Tourism Ministerial
Meeting will be held in Macau
between June 24 and 28.

The wupcoming 13" APEC
Tourism  Ministerial ~ Meeting
will also include the 67" APEC

This handout photo released yesterday shows a backpack and souvenirs themed
around Macau’s tourism mascot Mak Mak, which will be given to each attendee of

the 67" APEC Tourism Working Group Meeting.

Tourism Working Group Meeting.

Yesterday’s statement said
that the APEC Tourism Working
Group Meeting will be held
today and tomorrow, adding that
all arrangements for the event,
including event venues, reception
procedures, and security measures,
are now fully in place.

The statement said that
following the Working Group
Meeting, the 13" APEC Tourism
Ministerial Meeting will be held on
Saturday at the Services Platform
Complex for Commercial and
Trade Cooperation between China
and Portuguese-speaking Countries
(aka Forum Macao Complex)
in Sai Van, where its opening
ceremony will be held in the
morning, while a press conference
about the meeting’s outcomes will
be held in the afternoon.

The statement also said that
the Macau Special Administrative
Region (MSAR) government

- Photo: GCS

and the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism will jointly host a
welcome dinner on Friday to greet
the high-level delegates attending
the meetings.

The welcome dinner will be held
at the Macau Tower Convention
and Entertainment Centre.

The statement said that Macau
— as a “guest economy” under the
designation “Macao, China” — will
take part in the 67" APEC Tourism
Working Group Meeting, during
which Macau will give a presentation
to representatives from APEC’s
member economies providing an
overview of the current situation
and future direction of its tourism
industry. Macau’s  participation
in the APEC Tourism Working
Group Meeting aims to enhance its
engagement and influence within
this key international forum the
statement said.

Unlike Hong Kong, Macau is
not an APEC member economy. B
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Filipina maid caught for theft

Tony Wong

A domestic helper from the
Philippines has been arrested after
she pocketed 2,000 patacas in cash
that a man had inadvertently dropped
in the street earlier this month, Public
Security Police (PSP) spokesman
Lei Chan Hong said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

A local man in his forties, while
walking in Rua das Schimas (AL
fif#%) in Coloane’s Concordia
Industrial Park earlier this month,
pulled his smartphone out of his
trouser pocket. He later discovered
that 2,000 patacas in cash that had
been in his pocket had vanished,
and believed that the cash had been
inadvertently pulled out and had
fallen to the ground when he took
out his smartphone.

After the man searched for the
cash in the area but found nothing,
he suspected that it had been

picked up and kept by someone. He
reported the matter to the police.

Afterreviewing the citywide CCTV
camera system, the police confirmed
that shortly after the man inadvertently
dropped the cash in the street, the
Filipina, surnamed Agohayon, while
walking past there, picked up the
cash — two 1,000-pataca banknotes —
and immediately left the scene.

The police intercepted the
suspect, who is in her forties, in Rua
dos Bombaxes (ALfH), a street
located in the nearby One Oasis
private residential community, on
Thursday last week.

Under questioning, she admitted
to picking up and keeping the cash
out of a moment of greed, confessing
that she had spent all the money.

She has been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (PSP)
for further investigation, facing a
theft-by-finding charge. m

This undated handout photo released
by the Public Security Police (PSP)
yesterday shows police officers
escorting the theft-by-finding suspect to
a police station in Taipa.

China expo highlights supply chain resilience
amid geopolitical uncertainty

BEIJING - As geopolitical
uncertainty and economic
fragmentation continue to test the
resilience of the global economy,
government officials and business
leaders are gathering in Beijing this
week for the 2026 China International
Supply Chain Expo (CISCE), an
emerging platform to foster diversified
and cooperative global supply chains.

The fourth edition of the expo,
which ends on Friday, has drawn
more than 670 exhibitors from 85
countries, regions and international
organizations. For the first time, it
also features a dedicated Artificial
Intelligence exhibition zone.

The event unfolds amid
rising protectionism and growing
fragmentation in global supply
chains, trends that have complicated
international trade and heightened
concerns about economic resilience.
Against that backdrop, China is
presenting the expo as a platform
for openness, innovation and
international collaboration.

CATALYST FOR
PARTNERSHIPS

Countries worldwide stand to
benefit from China’s role in stabilizing
global supply chains. “China has long
maintained its position as Kazakhstan’s
primary trading partner. The hosting
of the Expo will further consolidate
this status and enhance cooperation
between China and Kazakhstan in
areas such as finance and logistics,”
said Zeinelgabdin Yer-Sagyn from
Kazakhstan’s trade ministry.

Egypt sees great potential to
facilitate direct connections between
its enterprises and Chinese partners,
Khaled Melad Rezek, minister
plenipotentiary of the Egyptian
Embassy in China, said the expo
would identify opportunities for
localized manufacturing and supply
chain diversification.

“We are particularly looking
forward to the cross-industry
matchmaking sessions and the
exhibition of integrated supply
chain ecosystems,” Rezek noted.

“With the help of the Expo, which
is a hub platform that promotes
openness and collaboration, we
look forward to continuing to play
a bridging role in connecting global
innovation and local demand,”
Wayne Shi, president of Sanofi
Greater China, told Xinhua in a
written interview.

“As an important platform
for promoting industrial chain
collaborationand green transformation,
the expo provides a window for global
enterprises to connect, cooperate and
share innovation,” said Yin Zheng,
Schneider Electric’s executive vice
president for China & East Asia
Operations.

COMMITMENT TO
COOPERATION

As the world’s first national-
level expo focused on supply chains,
the expo embodies China’s steadfast
commitment to bolstering supply
chain resilience and upholding the
multilateral trading system.

China and ASEAN share a
longstanding partnership, which is
grounded in trust, connectivity, and
in economies relying on each other
to produce goods and services for the
world, said Narit Therdsteerasukdi,
secretary general of Thailand’s
Board of Investment. “In a period
of global transformation, energy
transition, and supply chain
restructuring, this partnership is
more important than ever.”

“In recent years, we have
witnessed how global disruptions
from geopolitical uncertainties to
the pandemic and climate change
have underscored the importance
of resilience, diversification and
trust in our supply chain systems,”
said Kho Choon Keng, president of
the Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

“We believe ASEAN’s strength
lies in its ability to remain open,
connected, and pragmatic in the
world marked by fragmentation,”
said Anindya Novyan Bakrie,
chairman of the Indonesian Chamber

of Commerce and Industry. Bakrie
stressed the importance of broader
ASEAN-China supply chain
integrationin EV batteries, renewable
energy and food processing. “And
thanks to China, ASEAN can be a
region that builds bridges in a world
of uncertainty.”

ANCHOR AMID
UNCERTAINTY

China’s economy grew 5 percent in
the first quarter of 2026. Supported by
a comprehensive industrial base, a vast
consumer market, advances in frontier
technologies and an increasingly
business-friendly environment, China
is strengthening its role as both an
anchor of stability and a source of
innovation for global growth.

China’s commitment to long-
term thinking gives international
investors confidence to support
sustainable businesses, said
Jennifer Jordan-Saifi, CEO of the
Sustainable Markets Initiative.

“When 1 first attended CISCE
last year, I was totally amazed at the
technologies and the innovation—and
I am amazed today. The innovation is
even more progressive,” said Dianne
Tipping, chair of the Export Council
of Australia. “I’m hoping a lot more
Australians will come and see this
expo next year.”

China’s capacity for innovation
is a major draw, especially in clean
energy, advanced manufacturing,
medical and healthcare, and
high-value-added consumption,
according to Jean-Marie Martino,
director general of the CCI Lyon
Metropole Saint-Etienne Roanne.

The Italian region of Liguria is
seeking reliable partners to expand
exports amid an unsettling global
environment. “Liguria is actively
participating in the CISCE because
the Chinese market represents
stability —and  reliability,”  said
Giampaolo Botta, general manager
of Spediporto, Genoa’s Association
of Freight Forwarders, Couriers and
Transporters. “China offers enormous
business opportunities.”  — Xinhua
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Japanese instant noodle brand
‘probably contains plastic’

Ida Cheong

The Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM) has received an announcement
from Japan’s Consumer Affairs
Agency (CCA) that a certain
prepacked instant noodle product
probably contains plastic fragments.

The bureau urged residents
to stop consuming products from
the affected batch and appealed
to the trade to stop supplying and
selling the product if they are in
possession of it, according to an
IAM statement on Monday.

The statement identified the
problematic product as “Nissin
Sauce Yakisoba Cup with Chicken
Soup” (HV&EY —ABEZIEH v 7
FF > A—7f} &), with a net
weight of 104 grams, manufactured
by Higashinihon Myojo Co., Ltd.
Saitama Factory with a best-before-
date 0£2026.09.10.

The bureau urged consumers
who have purchased the product
through online shops, food
purchasing proxy or any other

channel not to consume it, adding
that businesses in possession of
the affected product should also
immediately stop supplying and
selling it, and contact the IAM food
safety department on 2833 8181.
The bureau will continue to
follow up on the incident to prevent
the affected product from circulating
in the market, the statement added. m

This photo provided by the Municipal
Affairs Bureau (IAM) on Monday shows
the problematic product, Japan’s “Nissin
Sauce Yakisoba Cup Noodle with
Chicken Soup” (Hi& Y — A B Z &

# v 7 FFA—71}&)" which
probably contains plastic contaminants.

China to have over 1.7 billion
5G connections by 2030: report

SHANGHAI — China currently
accounts for more than 40 percent
of global 5G connections, and
its 5G connections are expected
to exceed 1.7 billion by 2030,
according to an industry report
released yesterday while Mobile
World Congress (MWC) Shanghai
is ready to open.

The Mobile Economy China
2026 report, compiled by the Global
System for Mobile Communications
Association (GSMA), said this scale
means China is a leader not only in
5G adoption, but also in defining
what advanced mobile networks
can enable.

As coverage and capacity
deepen, the focus is shifting
from connecting more users to
supporting  higher-performance,
more intelligent and more
differentiated services, noted the
report. This transition is marked
by the commercialization of
5G-Advanced across over 330
Chinese mainland cities, which is
creating a stronger foundation for

mobile Al, immersive consumer
services, enterprise digitization and
more capable public infrastructure.

The report also said that mobile
technologies and services in China
had generated US$ 1.5 trillion in
economic value in 2025, which
accounted for approximately 7.2
percent of the country’s GDP in
the same year, and is projected to
reach US$ 2.1 trillion by 2030.

“Those numbers tell the
story of an industry that’s moved
far beyond connectivity into
something much more ubiquitous:
a platform for productivity, Al-
driven services and sustainable
economic growth,” said Sihan Bo
Chen, head of Greater China at the
GSMA.

MWC Shanghai, slated for
June 24 to 26 this year, is Asia’s
largest and most influential
connectivity —ecosystem event,

with global leaders and innovators
set share their visions for the future
of connectivity at this showpiece
in east China.

— Xinhua

—

A robot plays football at the exhibition area of Digital Technology during the Fourth

China International Supply Chain Expo (CISCE) in Beijing yesterday. The fourth
CISCE, which opened on Monday, ends on Friday. Launched in 2023, CISCE is the
world’s first national-level exhibition focused on supply chains. The fourth CISCE
maintains its full-industry-chain perspective, featuring six major chains along with
the Supply Chain Service Exhibition Area. The Digital Technology section also

introduces a dedicated artificial intelligence zone for the first time.

- Xinhua
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NEW DELHI - Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met yesterday with Wang Yi, a
member of the Political Bureau
of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee and
director of the Office of the Central
Commission for Foreign Affairs.

Wang is in New Delhi for the 16"
Meeting of BRICS National Security
Advisors and High Representatives
on National Security.

Indian PM meets Wang Yi

During the meeting, Modi
said India and China are both
ancient civilizations with a history
of friendly exchanges spanning
thousands of years, and the two
countries held leading and dominant
positions in the world for a long
period of time.

Under the current circumstances,
the two sides should carry forward
their traditional friendship, maintain
high-level exchanges, advance

Wang Yi meets UAE
supreme national security
council secretary-general

NEW DELHI — China’s top
diplomat Wang Yi met with Ali
Mohammed Hammed Al Shamsi,
secretary-general of the Supreme
National Security Council of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), in
New Delhi yesterday.

Wang, a member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party
of China Central Committee and
director of the Office of the Central
Commission for Foreign Affairs,
said China and the UAE are
comprehensive strategic partners.

China is ready to work with the
UAE to strengthen confidence, make
joint efforts, maintain high-level
exchanges, unlock the full potential of
bilateral cooperation, promote people-
to-people ties, and push bilateral
relations to a higher level, Wang said.

Since the outbreak of the US-Israel-
Iran conflict, China and the UAE have
maintained close communication,
Wang said, adding that the conflict
has recently turned toward dialogue,
but whether lasting peace can truly be
achieved still depends on joint efforts
from all parties.

Wang’s 3 priorities

Wang said three priorities should
be upheld at present.

First, relevant parties should
commit to a permanent and
comprehensive  ceasefire  and
effectively implement the recently
signed memorandum of understanding.

Second, normal navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz should
be restored as soon as possible
to keep the “lifeline” of regional
development unimpeded.

Third, countries in the region
should draw lessons from repeated
turmoil in the Middle East, rebuild
mutual trust and explore a new
regional security architecture suited
to the evolving situation.

China is ready to continue
supporting the UAE in playing
a constructive role in promoting
long-term peace and stability in the
region, Wang said.

Shamsi said UAE-China relations
enjoy a long history and are of historical
and strategic significance. The UAE
regards China as its most important
partner and sincere friend, and is willing
to strengthen high-level exchanges with
China, expand cooperation in various
fields and achieve mutual benefit and
win-win results.

The UAE highly appreciates
China’s image as a responsible major
country, Shamsi said, expressing
sincere thanks to China for its
positive role in promoting a political
settlement of the Middle East conflict.

The UAE is willing to maintain
coordination with China, support
efforts to realize lasting regional peace
through diplomatic channels, and
safeguard the security of international
shipping as well as the industrial and
supply chain, he said. — Xinhua, MPD

WORLD
ECONOMIC
FORUM

-

Journalists work during the 17" Annual Meeting of the New Champions in Dalian,

Liaoning Province, yesterday. Scheduled from yesterday to tomorrow, the 2026
Summer Davos forum, officially known as the World Economic Forum’s Annual
Meeting of the New Champions, is expected to bring together over 1,700 participants
from more than 90 countries and regions to explore how the world can navigate
global challenges while creating new opportunities for growth. Under the theme of
“Innovating at Scale,” this year’s meeting features discussions on topics including
the next phase of China’s economic trajectory and how to translate technological

advances into real economic benefits.

- Xinhua

practical cooperation, and safeguard
the common interests of Global
South countries, Modi said.

India supports China’s assumption
of the BRICS rotating presidency
next year, and is ready to work with
China to promote the development of
the cause of BRICS, he said.

Wang said China and India, as
the two largest developing countries
and important members of the Global

South, should play an exemplary role in

promoting solidarity and self-reliance
among Global South countries.

China will continue to support
India in fulfilling its responsibilities
as the BRICS rotating chair and
work with India to promote solid
progress in BRICS cooperation,
Wang noted.

Wang said China is ready to
work with India to implement
the important consensus reached
between the leaders of the two

The Macau Post Daily
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countries, continuously enhance trust
and dispel doubts, properly handle
sensitive issues, deepen mutually
beneficial cooperation, maintain the
positive momentum of China-India
relations, and jointly advance their
respective modernization processes.

This fully serves the fundamental
interests of the two peoples
and conforms to the common
expectations of the international
community, Wang said.  — Xinhua

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee and director of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs, shakes hands with Qadir Nizamipour,

deputy secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council, in New Delhi, India, on Monday.

- Xinhua

Chinese museum reveals Japanese
atrocity of transfusing animal blood into
humans during WWII

HARBIN - A Chinese
museum yesterday released details
of shocking live experiments
conducted by the Imperial Japanese
Army during its invasion of China,
which included appalling accounts
of animal blood being transfused
into human beings.

A report archived at the
Exhibition Hall of Evidences of
Crimes Committed by Unit 731
of the Imperial Japanese Army,
authored by Japanese military
surgeon Tsutomu Saito, confirmed
that in 1938, Japanese forces used
blood drawn from horses, sheep,
dogs, rabbits and chickens to
carry out live experiments on 23
prisoners of war.

According to Jin Shicheng, a
researcher with the exhibition hall,
the report on xenogeneic blood
transfusion for acute hemorrhage
was published in a journal by the
Japanese Army Medical Corps on
August 1, 1940, after the study was
presented at a Japanese military
medical conference that took place
in March that year.

When exploring battlefield
first-aid solutions, the Imperial
Japanese Army tested a wide range
of blood transfusion methods,
including preserved blood, serum,
dried blood and even blood
acquired from corpses. In pursuit
of the so-called “optimal solution”

for emergency blood supply, Saito
proposed the idea of directly
transfusing fresh animal blood into
human subjects.

Research showed that in “acute
massive blood loss” experiments,
Japanese troops recorded in detail
the condition of victims after they
were drained of 1,200 to 2,500
milliliters of blood.

The records described them as
“completely unconscious,” with
“severe cyanosis across the body,”
skin taking on a ‘“cadaverous
color,” and “rapid breathing,
falling into a state of suffocation.”
After being infused with animal
blood, some victims passed bloody
urine and developed high fever,
chills and other acute rejection-like
and abnormal reactions.

Tan Tian, another researcher with
the exhibition hall, explained that
to study the effects of heterologous
blood in blood vessels, Japanese
troops cut open victims’ necks,
forcibly blocked blood flow in the
carotid artery using vascular clamps,
injected animal serum directly into
the arteries of living people, and then
drew blood for observation.

To track how long animal blood
survived in the body, they injected
chicken blood into the bodies of
victims and conducted microscopic
examinations for three consecutive
days.

The fact that Japanese troops
published reports on live human
experiments in publicly circulated
journals shows that these crimes
against humanity were already an
“open secret” in Japan’s medical
community at the time, according
to Jin.

The journal also included 187
articles by core members of Unit
731, such as Shiro Ishii and Masaji
Kitano, on bacteriological warfare
and human experiments.

Last Saturday, Japanese media
Kyodo News carried a news
report about the Japanese human
experiment involving animal blood,
noting that such practices constituted
a clear violation of medical ethics.

Japanese invaders, who
conducted large-scale and
gruesome human experimentation
and germ warfare, shall forever
be nailed to the eternal pillar of
shame, Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Guo Jiakun said at a
daily media briefing in response to

arelated query.
During World War II, the
Japanese invading forces

established a germ  warfare
network across multiple Asian
countries, with Unit 731 located
in Harbin, capital of Heilongjiang
Province, serving as a top-secret
base for germ weapons and human
experimentation. — Xinhua
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SEOUL — Kim Jong Un vowed to beef
up North Korea’s defence capabilities, citing
military modernisation efforts by South Korea
and the United States pushing the region
“to the brink of a nuclear war”, state media
reported yesterday.

Pyongyang is under multiple sets of
sanctions over its nuclear programme, and the
two Koreas remain technically at war because
their 1950-53 conflict ended in an armistice
rather than a peace treaty.

Kim “in his concluding speech reaffirmed
the steadfast policy stand of our Party and state
to beef up the national defence capabilities
faster,” the official Korean Central News
Agency quoted the leader as saying.

The speech was delivered as Kim presided
over a three-day meeting of the Workers’
Party of Korea that wrapped up on Monday,
during which senior officials reviewed policy
initiatives, KCNA said.

It quoted Kim as saying “the US and the
ROK are pushing forward with the ROK’s
possession of a nuclear submarine while getting
evermore undisguised in their moves towards
the reinforcement and modernisation of armed
forces in the region”, referring to South Korea
by the acronym of its official name.

According to KCNA, Kim said such moves
were “pushing the situation in the Korean
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This undated picture released by North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) yesterday
shows North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (centre) speaking at the 3 Political Bureau Meeting of the Ninth

Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, in North Pyongan Province.

peninsula to the brink of a nuclear war”.

In the face of such developments, it was
the “steadfast stand” of the North to “further
expand and strengthen the powerful and
absolutely reliable deterrent for self-defence”,
Kim said.

Kim’s rhetoric can be seen as “a narrative
that justifies strengthening its nuclear
capabilities in line with movements from
South Korea and the US”, analyst Hong

Deadly Philippine school shooting
planned in advance, say police

Noel Sianosa with Pam Castro in Manila

TACLOBAN - Two teens who allegedly
killed three fellow students in a rare
Philippine school shooting planned the attack
in advance, police said yesterday, revealing
one had trained at a firing range.

Determining a motive, however, remained
a work in progress, with bullying cited as a
factor but national police suggesting “online
influences” had also played a role.

Classes were cancelled across the shaken
city of Tacloban, where police said 15 students
from San Jose National High School were being
treated for gunshot wounds, more than double
the number revealed after Monday’s shooting.

One was in critical condition due to severe
wounds suffered in the attack.

“His condition is under strict observation,
but we were told he is fighting for his life,”
Tacloban police spokeswoman Evalyn Diaz
told AFP.

Both alleged shooters, aged 15 and 14, are in
custody after the mass shooting in central Leyte
province that saw terrified students screaming
and crying as they hid beneath desks.

“All indications point to the fact that it
was planned,” national police spokesman
Allen Rae Co told a press briefing yesterday
afternoon, adding the two boys had huddled
in the restroom for more than an hour the
morning of the shooting.

Bullying has been widely cited as the
motivating force, a theory Diaz said the
investigation seemed to support.

But Co said that an unidentified online
group may have also influenced their actions.

“Based on our initial investigation, (the
14-year-old) was heavily influenced by online
content,” Co said.

“Aside from his posts of violent videos... We
saw some indications that there is a group that
might have influenced him to do this,” he said,
adding more details would be forthcoming.

“I don’t think that it’s mutually exclusive.
They could have been bullied and it further
strengthened the online content’s influence on
them.”

Co added that the 15-year-old would be

tried as an adult as long as it was proven he
was capable of “discernment” as required
under Philippine law.

Shooting range

Police revealed on Monday that the
14-year-old had used a Glock 9mm pistol that
belonged to his aunt, a police officer who has
since been suspended and taken into custody.

Yesterday, police said he had experience
firing weapons.

“At one point, he was taken to a shooting
range. He’s not that good or that highly
skilled, but he knows how to manipulate the
release of the magazine and how to reload,”
regional police director Jason Capoy said.

The other involved gun, a .38 calibre pistol,
was registered to a security agency where the
15-year-old suspect’s grandfather once worked.

One witness said the two gunmen had worked
their way down a school corridor, firing through
windows in “tactical” fashion, Capoy said.

He added that the younger of the two
alleged assailants had been an avid player of
GoreBox, described as an “extremely violent”
first-person shooter video game.

Minutes after he spoke with reporters, the
Philippines’ cybercrime centre issued a temporary
ban on the game pending an investigation.

‘Just regular teens’

Philippine Education Secretary Sonny
Angara, who visited the wounded yesterday,
said many students and teachers were “not
ready to tell what happened”.

“When it was the principal’s turn (to
speak) she collapsed,” Angara told reporters.

“That’s what we call trauma, which is very
real.”

Faculty who did speak with police insisted the
two shooting suspects had been unremarkable.

“The teachers have not told us anything
bad about those two. They said they were just
regular teens,” Diaz said.

While school shootings are a rarity in the
Philippines, seven students were wounded
earlier this month in a knife attack by an older
student in Cavite province. —AFP

- AFP

Min at Seoul’s Korea Institute for National
Unification told AFP.

‘Line of no retreat’

KCNA said the meeting “unanimously
recognised that to steadily expand and
strengthen the nuclear forces... is the most
correct and unique way to actively and
confidently cope with the unpredictable
international military and political situation”.
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Kim vows to accelerate military buildup
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It added the North’s development of a war
deterrent “with nuclear technology as a basis”
would proceed “at increasing speed”.

The wording “effectively shuts down any
room for denuclearisation talks and treats the
irreversibility of its nuclear status as a fait
accompli”, analyst Hong said.

It also indicates Pyongyang’s intention to
“use nuclear weapons as a standing diplomatic
and strategic lever”, he added.

Pyongyang has repeatedly declared itself
an “irreversible” nuclear state since a 2019
summit between Kim and Trump in Hanoi
collapsed over the scope of denuclearisation
and sanctions relief.

Kim’s powerful sister, Yo Jong, said this
month the North’s nuclear policy was a “line
of no retreat”, reiterating the regime’s position
that it has no intention of giving up its nuclear
arsenal.

South Korean President Lee Jaec Myung
said last week that US counterpart Donald
Trump had told him it was time to “pay
attention to the North Korea issue”.

He told reporters he had told Trump at a
meeting of the G7 in France that sanctions on
the North were “ineffective.”

“I also said that we can no longer deal
with the North Korean nuclear issue in the
same way we deal with other countries, and
President Trump agreed,” Lee added. —AFP

Changi Airport in Singapore yesterday.

- AFP

Thailand to introduce common ticketing
for Bangkok electric train services

BANGKOK — Thailand’s  cabinet
approved measures yesterday to reduce
commuter travel expenses by introducing a
common ticketing scheme for electric train
services in the greater Bangkok area, said
Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn.

In a statement, the government said the
move addresses rising oil prices, inflation,
and high living costs, alongside costly rail
fares due to duplicate entry charges and
varying rates from multiple operators.

Under the unified ticketing system,

fares would be capped at a maximum of 45
baht (about US$1.36) per trip, inclusive of
the existing entry fee, covering all electric
train services in the Thai capital and the
surrounding provinces, said government
spokesperson Ratchada Thanadirek.

The Ministry of Transport is currently
developing a centralized clearinghouse
system to facilitate the single-entry fee
payment system, with the full operational
implementation set for January 1, 2027.

— Xinhua

Indonesia prepares vocational training
for 50,000 laid-off workers

JAKARTA —-The Indonesian government
is preparing a vocational training program
for 50,000 laid-off workers and 220,000
high school graduates in the second half
of this year, according to the Ministry of
Manpower.

“The internship and vocational training
programs are important to improve
workforce skills so workers are better

prepared to meet industry needs,” Minister

of Manpower Yassierli said on Monday.
The government will allocate 6.26
trillion rupiah (about US$350 million) for
the program as part of an economic stimulus
package for the second half of the year.
Coordinating Minister for Economic
Affairs Airlangga Hartarto said the program
is expected to support national economic
growth by improving workforce quality.
— Xinhua
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India’s monsoon sweeps north but brings less rain than usual
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A child enjoys the rain while going to school, in
Mumbai yesterday. - AFP

MUMBALI - Long-awaited monsoon rains
arrived in India’s financial capital Mumbai
yesterday, cooling weeks of blazing heat
despite persistent fears of water shortages
with total rainfall so far staying below the
long-term average.

Hundreds of millions of people in India
rely on the annual monsoon winds to bring
vital rains that sustain agriculture and industry.

However, climate change is making the
country hotter and shifting weather patterns,
and the presence of the El Nifio weather
phenomenon this year has brought warnings
of lower rainfall.

India had received 60.6 millimetres of
rainfall by Monday, 43 percent less than the
normal amount for this point in the season,
according to weather department figures.

There was some relief for Mumbai
yesterday when the first downpours finally
swept in, delighting many of the city’s 22

India to retrieve Everest ‘Green Boots’
climber after identifying body

NEW DELHI - India is preparing a mission
to recover the remains of an Everest climber
known for three decades as “Green Boots”
after DNA testing confirmed he was an Indian
soldier, documents seen by AFP show.

The frozen body has become one of the
most recognisable landmarks on Everest, which
straddles the border between Nepal and Tibet.

The body, named after the distinctive
lime-coloured boots the climber was wearing,
has lain in a cave at around 8,500 metres
since May 1996, when a catastrophic blizzard
killed eight climbers on the world’s highest
mountain.

The climber’s identity was long thought
to be Tsewang Paljor, from the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP), an Indian security force.

Instead, the ITBP said it had confirmed
it was his comrade, Dorje Morup, one of
Paljor’s two companions from the same ill-
fated climb.

The ITBP has floated a tender for bids for a
“retrieval operation”, saying it had confirmed
it was Morup through a “prior verification
process” it carried out in 2024.

Documents posted on an Indian
government site detailed that expedition,
which it said involved collecting DNA
samples. This is the first time that authorities
have formally declared the identity of the
body.

The retrieval of corpses at high altitudes is
a major mission requiring multiple climbers.

More than 300 people have died on the
mountain since expeditions started in the
1920s, and many bodies remain.

Many are hidden by snow or swallowed
down deep crevasses, but others are starting to
emerge as climate change thins snow and ice.

Some, like “Green Boots”, have been
given names by the climbers who pass them
on their bid to climb the peak.

The body of George Mallory, the British
climber who went missing during a 1924
attempt on the summit, was only found in 1999.

His climbing partner, Andrew Irvine, has
never been found — nor has their camera,
which could provide evidence of a successful
summit that would rewrite mountaineering
history. —AFP

Sri Lanka bans junk food in schools
due to health concerns

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka began enforcing a
ban on fast food and sweets in schools yesterday
to tackle what the government says are rising
cases of diabetes and heart disease in children.

Much of Sri Lanka’s population lives
below the poverty line, and many children
still do not receive enough to eat.

But the island nation increasingly faces
the opposite problem, with officials warning
that more and more children are becoming
overweight or obese.

Public health inspectors said yesterday
they had started to implement guidelines
issued by the education ministry this week
prohibiting schools from providing food
containing high levels of sugar, salt and fat.

The ban means hot dogs, burgers, pizzas,
doughnuts, ice cream, biscuits, flavoured milk,
energy drinks, pastries, deep-fried snacks and
even condiments such as tomato sauce are off
the menu for the country’s four million students.

“Poor eating habits among children
directly contribute to the increase in nutritional
problems and, later, to the rising incidence of
non-communicable diseases such as diabetes,
heart disease and cancer,” the ministry said in
a statement dated Monday.

There is no reliable data on juvenile
diabetes, cancer or heart problems in Sri
Lanka, but authorities say they know
anecdotally that the numbers are rising.

Twelve percent of schoolchildren between
the ages of 13 and 17 were overweight, and
another 3 percent were obese, as of 2024,
according to government figures.

The ministry asked school managers to
encourage students to eat rice, fresh fruit,
vegetables, fish, meat, eggs, natural fruit
juice, fresh milk and tea or coffee with only
small quantities of sugar.

It provided recipes for “healthy and highly
nutritious” menus prepared with locally
available ingredients.

Schools also may not permit advertisers of
“unhealthy food” to sponsor events, according
to a 122-page ministry guide seen by AFP.

According to UNICEF, around 17 percent
of Sri Lankan children under the age of five
experience stunting due to malnutrition.

About a quarter of the country’s 22 million
people lived below the poverty line in 2024,
but the proportion will likely fall to about one-
fifth this year, according to the World Bank.

—AFP

million inhabitants even as some suburbs had
to make do with light drizzle.

“The Southwest Monsoon has further
advanced into remaining parts of central Arabian
Sea, (and) some more parts of Maharashtra
including Mumbai,” the weather department said.

Warnings of a potentially insufficient
monsoon have raised alarm among farmers
and policymakers.

Authorities in Mumbai imposed restrictions
on water use last week, cutting supplies to
swimming pools and construction sites.

Some residents slept on beaches to
gain respite from the sweltering night-time
conditions, in a dense city where many live
without air conditioning.

The monsoon is a colossal sea breeze
that brings South Asia 70 to 80 percent of its
annual rainfall between June and September.

It sweeps north over several weeks, providing
rain for farmers to plant their crops — a crucial
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lifeline for a sector that supports 45 percent of
people in the world’s most populous country.

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Chouhan said
a contingency plan had been rolled out for 315
vulnerable districts to help farmers endure
potentially low rainfall linked to El Nifo.

He said water conservation must be
accorded the highest priority.

“Every drop of water is precious and
planning is being carried out with that
objective,” he said in a statement.

That included the immediate repair and
strengthening of reservoirs, ponds, streams
and dams, Chouhan said.

El Nifo is a naturally occurring climate
phenomenon that brings worldwide changes
in winds, air pressure and rainfall patterns. It
typically causes drier conditions in India and
Southeast Asia.

The last El Nifio helped make 2023 and

2024 the two hottest years on record. — AFP
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A Taliban government
. delegation arrived in Brussels
F j yesterday to hold talks

: \==%| with the EU on returning
failed asylum-seekers to
- == Afghanistan, a source
1 informed about the visit
confirmed to AFP. The group
flew into the Belgian capital
on a one-day visit at the
invitation of the European
Commission, as part of a
push backed by a majority of
EU member states to crack
down on irregular migration
and boost deportations. — AFP

Pakistan PM says Iran ballistic missile
program not part of Islamabad MoU

ISLAMABAD — Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif said yesterday
that the Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding did not mention Iran’s

ballistic missile program, stressing that the

issue “was never on the table” and “never on

the agenda” during the negotiations.
—Xinhua

Nepal’s ex-finance minister arrested
in graft probe: police

KATHMANDU - Police in Nepal
arrested a former finance minister in a
money-laundering case, officers said
yesterday, the latest case involving a senior
ex-official since 2025 anti-corruption
protests toppled the government.

Bishnu Paudel, who was arrested on
Monday, is also a vice-chair of the Communist
CPN-UML party of former prime minister KP
Sharma Oli, whose government was brought
down in the September uprising.

“The department will investigate his
involvement in money laundering,” Nepal Police
spokesman Abhi Narayan Kafle told AFP.

Nepal’s Prime Minister Balendra Shah,
a rapper-turned-politician, was elected in
March vowing to crack down on graft.

Oli, who lost his parliamentary seat to
Shah, called Paudel’s arrest a “political
stunt” and accused Shah’s government of
authoritarian behaviour.

CPN-UML publicity head Niraj Acharya
said: “We will follow the rule of law and our
leaders are ready for any kind of test.”

“But this government has shown a

discriminatory behaviour. We will fight
against it.”

Oli and his former interior minister
Ramesh Lekhak were arrested in March - a
day after Shah took office - and questioned
for their alleged role in the deadly 2025
crackdown on protesters.

They were released after nearly a
fortnight. Neither man was charged and both
deny responsibility for the violence.

The 2025 protests began as
demonstrations against a brief social media
ban but were fuelled by broader public anger
over corruption and the struggling economy.

Atleast 76 people were killed and more than
2,500 wounded during two days of violence.

In a separate case, Nepal’s anti-graft
watchdog filed charges against 16 people,
including the passport department chief, for
an alleged US$66 million procurement scam.

Suresh Neupane, spokesman for the
Commission for Investigation of Abuse
of Authority, said the case was “regarding
embezzlement in e-passport procurement”.

—AFP
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UN to begin evacuating stranded Mideast sailors
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A yellow flag belonging to the Iran-backed Shia Muslim militant organisation Hezbollah flutters on top of
the rubble of a building in the southern Lebanese coastal city of Tyre yesterday. Hezbollah yesterday again
demanded a full, scheduled withdrawal of Israeli troops from Lebanon to make way for a Lebanese army

deployment in the south following the US-Iran deal to end the Middle East war.

TEHRAN — The UN announced yesterday
that it would begin evacuating thousands of
sailors stranded in the Strait of Hormuz by
the Middle East war, as the first round of US-
Iran talks on ending the conflict wrapped up
in Switzerland.

Tehran and Washington have signed an
interim deal to halt a war that sowed chaos
across the Middle East and sent oil prices
soaring, embarking on a 60-day negotiation to
settle issues like sanctions relief and the fate
of Iran’s nuclear programme.

An Iranian blockade that began early in
the conflict choked off maritime traffic in the
Strait of Hormuz — a vital route for global oil
and gas shipments — but crossings have begun
to rise again since the US-Iran deal was inked.

The head of the UN’s International
Maritime Organization said it would begin
evacuating more than 11,000 sailors stranded in
the waterway “in close cooperation with Iran,
Oman, all other coastal States in the region, the
United States and the maritime industry”.

“We have secured the necessary safety
guarantees and have thoroughly verified the
conditions for safe navigation to support
these operations,” secretary-general Arsenio
Dominguez said.

Traffic through the strait has reached
the highest level since the start of the war,

-AFP

according to two maritime tracking platforms,
representing just over 40 percent of the normal
peacetime level of about 120 vessels per day.

But Tehran’s top negotiator Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf insisted the Strait of Hormuz
“will never return” to the days of free passage
before the war, despite the foes agreeing to set
up communication lines to keep it open.

Oman and Iran said in a joint statement
yesterday that they would study the
administration of the trade route and the costs
to be charged for services provided, insisting
on their sovereignty over the waterway.

Nuclear disagreements

Diplomacy on a definitive deal to end
the war ramped up yesterday, with Iran’s
president heading to mediator Pakistan, US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio setting off on
a tour of Gulf allies, and Lebanon and Israel
kicking off more direct talks in Washington.

But Iran denied a claim by US Vice
President JD Vance that Tehran had agreed to
invite International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) inspectors back, after Iran blocked
them from nuclear sites struck by its arch foes
in a 12-day war last year.

“We have not had a meeting with the
director general of the IAEA, nor do we have
any plans for the agency to inspect Iran’s

UN moves to crack down on killers
of peacekeepers

UNITED NATIONS - The United
Nations Security Council yesterday approved
a resolution designed to help the world body
better identify and prosecute people who
attack UN peacekeepers.

The vote on the text sponsored by Pakistan
comes after a string of deadly attacks in recent
months on UN peacekeeping troops around
the world.

Since early March seven such blue
helmets with the UN peacekeeping mission in
Lebanon have been killed.

In December six peacekeeping soldiers
from Bangladesh died in a drone attack on a
besieged city in South Sudan.

“Across several missions, attacks
against United Nations peacekeepers have
increased in number and sophistication.
Peacekeepers are being targeted, often with
little accountability,” said Pakistan’s UN
ambassador, Asim Iftikhar Ahmad.

“This draft resolution seeks to move the

Council beyond statements condemning these
attacks,” he added.

The resolution won support from all 15
members of the council and was backed by
more than 150 UN member countries.

The text says that in the event of an attack,
UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
should promptly gather records of what
happened and share them with host state
countries as they probe the incident.

To facilitate UN investigations the
secretary-general should also appoint a
senior official to coordinate the probes and
support possible criminal proceedings with
the countries involved in such attacks, the text
says.

Since 1948 some 4,500 UN peacekeepers
from 134 countries have died while on
duty, according to UN figures. Most died in
accidents or because of illness but 1,150 died
from what the United Nations calls “malicious
acts.” —AFP
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This handout photograph taken yesterday and released by Pakistan’s President House shows Pakistan’s

President Asif Ali Zardari (right) shaking hands with his Iranian counterpart Masoud Pezeshkian prior to
their meeting in Islamabad amid the US-Iran peace talks. Araghchi arrived in Islamabad yesterday, Iran’s
state media reported, as Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian also travelled to Pakistan, which acts as a

mediator in talks between Tehran and Washington.

nuclear facilities damaged by the US and
Zionist military aggression,” foreign ministry
spokesman Esmacil Bagaei told reporters.

US President Donald Trump, however, insisted
Iran had “fully and completely agreed to highest
level Nuclear inspections long into the future”.

When the US joined Israel’s previous war
with Iran in mid-2025, itbombed nuclear facilities
at Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan, including with
powerful bunker-busting munitions.

The extent of the damage remains unknown
despite Trump claiming they were “obliterated”.

Iran’s UN ambassador Ali Bahreini also
told reporters “there hasn’t been such a
decision” to accept IAEA inspectors.

Diplomatic whirlwind

Rubio landed in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) yesterday, with plans to also visit
Kuwait and Bahrain — all attacked by Iran
during the war — to discuss the deal with
Tehran and the Hormuz strait.

Comments by Rubio, an ardent Iran hawk,
will be closely watched as he has largely
remained out of the spotlight, with Vance
taking a lead role in defending the deal.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian,
meanwhile, was visiting key mediator Pakistan
yesterday with Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi.

Araghchi and Ghalibaf also held talks in

- AFP

Oman with Sultan Haitham bin Tarig, who
expressed hope for “a peaceful, definitive
settlement”, Omani state media said.

Mediators Pakistan and Qatar said both
sides had agreed on a “roadmap” to reach a
final agreement within the 60-day timeframe.

They agreed that four negotiating groups
be set up on nuclear issues, sanctions and
other matters, Iranian state media said.

Lebanon war

On the Lebanon front, a fifth round of
negotiations between Lebanese and Israeli
officials began in Washington yesterday in a
bid to end the Isracl-Hezbollah conflict there.

Fighting between Isracl and Hezbollah,
which drew Lebanon into the Middle East
war on March 2, has repeatedly threatened
to derail peace efforts. Hezbollah chief Naim
Qassem again demanded a timetable for a full
Israeli withdrawal from the country.

The goal of the Washington talks will be
“to end the cycle of violence for good”, a US
State Department official told AFP.

Despite a reduction in hostilities in
Lebanon, Israeli soldiers shot and killed two
people in the south yesterday, state media
reported. Israel said it had fired on Hezbollah
operatives infiltrating its  delf-declared
security zone. —AFP

Tehran gets 3-day holiday
for Ali Khamenei funeral

TEHRAN - Iran announced yesterday
three days of public holidays in the capital
Tehran for late supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei’s funeral ceremonies, state
television reported.

“The farewell ceremony and prayers
for the martyred leader’s body will be held
on Saturday and Sunday, July 4% and 5%, in
Tehran’s Grand Mosalla, and the funeral will
be held on Monday, July 6th, and Tehran
province will be off for these three days,”
IRGC commander Hassan Hassanzadeh,
in charge of the ceremonies, was quoted as
saying.

Earlier, state media said Tehran would be
on holiday on July 4 and 5, while the rest of
the country will join it on July 6.

Tehran authorities expect an attendance
of around 20 million.

The northern holy city of Qom will also
host a tribute on July 7.

Ali Khamenei will be laid to rest on July

9 in the northeastern holy city of Mashhad,

his birthplace.

These two cities will also observe public
holidays.

Neighbouring Iraq has scheduled

ceremonies for July 8.

The funeral was originally planned for
March but was postponed due to the war
in the Middle East, which was triggered by
the US-Israeli attacks in February that killed
Khamenei.

Ali Khamenei’s son Mojtaba succeeded
his father as supreme leader in early March,
becoming the third person to hold the
position since the Islamic Republic was
established in 1979.

Mojtaba Khamenei was wounded in
the bombing that killed his father and other
officials. He has not been seen in public
since his appointment and communicates
solely through official statements.

— AFP
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France sees hottest day
since records began

PARIS — France yesterday
experienced its hottest day since
measurements began in 1947, the
national weather agency said.

A deadly heatwave has
battered France since last week,
disrupting daily life and forcing
the early closure of top Paris
tourist hotspots the Eiffel Tower
and the Louvre museum.

The national temperature
indicator — an average of daytime
and  nighttime  temperatures
across 30 stations — reached
29.8C, Meteo-France said, citing
provisional data.

The previous record was
29.4C, recorded on July 25, 2019,
and August 5, 2003.

Numerous temperature records
were broken in western France,
the weather agency added.

France also experienced its
hottest night from Monday to
yesterday.

The national temperature
indicator reached 21.6C, according to
preliminary figures taken yesterday
morning. The previous record was
21.4C, set on July 25, 2019.

According to Météo-France
data, of the 52 heatwaves recorded
nationwide since 1947, 35 have
occurred since 2000 and 27 since
2011.

Scientists have linked their
increased frequency to man-made
climate change. —AFP

Denmark to station
conscripts in Greenland

COPENHAGEN — Denmark’s
government said yesterday that it
would start deploying conscripts
to Greenland, the autonomous
Danish territory coveted by US
President Donald Trump.

“Conscripts will be deployed
alongside professional soldiers
and will fully participate in all
missions,” Defence  Minister
Jeppe Bruus said in a response to
a parliamentary question.

Broadcaster TV2 had reported
that the military was considering
deploying conscripts to Greenland,
where it has strengthened its
presence in response to pressure
from the United States.

US Vice President JD Vance
last year accused Denmark of
having neglected the security of
its giant Arctic territory.

Tensions have mounted around
Greenland after Trump ramped
up threats to annex the Danish
territory to safeguard US security.

But he backed down in
January from several weeks
of threats, announcing that he
had reached a “framework”
agreement on Greenland with
NATO’s  secretary  general,
without giving details.

Denmark extended the length
of its mandatory military service
to 11 months last year and opened
it up to women in response to the
ongoing war in Ukraine.

With the longer service,
“conscripts are trained so that
they can take part in the execution
of the armed forces’ missions,”
Bruus said.

In  Greenland  “conscripts
will be assigned to tasks that do
not require longer specialised
training,” he said.

However, he did not specify
when conscripts would start
arriving or how many would be
stationed in Greenland.

— AFP

100 million children out
of school from conflict,
climate: UN

UNITED NATIONS —
The number of children and
adolescents whose education is
disrupted by conflict and climate-
related shocks has soared past
250 million, including nearly 100
million out of school altogether,

according to a UN report released
yesterday.
“The number of children

affected by crises has increased
by 21 million in just 18 months,
reaching an estimated 258 million
worldwide,” according to the
study by Education Cannot Wait,
the United Nations fund for
education in crisis zones.

The report focused on school-
age children and adolescents whose
education had been disrupted by
conflict, displacement, climate
shocks and protracted socio-
economic crises.

It found that 93 million children
were completely out of school, and
that nearly 60 percent of the 258
million affected overall lived in
just nine countries: Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia,
Myanmar, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Sudan, and Yemen.

Conflict and violence are the
leading drivers of children dropping
out of school, the report found.

“The evidence is clear: conflict
and climate change are rolling back
hard-won gains in education,”
said Maysa Jalbout, director of
Education Cannot Wait.

“These findings show us where
needs are greatest and where
investments can have the greatest
impact,” she added. “Now is the
time to invest in the futures of
crisis-affected children.” —AFP

WORLD

Europe: the world’s fastest-
warming continent

Laurent Thomet

PARIS — The latest heatwave
sweeping across Europe is a stark
reminder that it is the world’s fastest-
warming continent, stretching into
an Arctic that is heating at an even
greater pace.

Britain, France, Italy and Spain
have issued red alerts and health
warnings for much of their territory
this week as the region endures its
second heat episode since May.

Here is a look at why Europe is
warming faster than elsewhere:

A higher degree

The planet as a whole is around
1.4C warmer than in preindustrial
times, defined as 1850-1900.

By comparison, Europe is
around 2.4C hotter than the
preindustrial era, according to the
EU’s Copernicus Climate Change
Service.

The long-term rise in global
average temperatures is mainly
due to greenhouse gas emissions
from burning oil, gas and coal,
but it varies by regions due to a
combination of factors.

Land warms faster than the
ocean as water can absorb more
heat and cool through evaporation.

Changing weather
patterns

Shifts in atmospheric circulation
have driven more frequent and
more intense heatwaves in the
European summer, according to
Copernicus.

High-pressure systems, which
bring settled weather and higher
temperatures, have become more
common in Europe, Copernicus
director Carlo Buontempo said.

“If you look over the last 20, 30
years, there has been a prevalence,
especially in summer, of those sorts
of anticyclonic conditions that are
making heatwaves more likely,”
Buontempo told AFP.

Whether the increased frequency
of that specific type of high-pressure
system is due to climate change or is
just a “statistical fluctuation” is still
a scientific debate, he said.

The heatwave that hit Europe
in May was due to a “heat dome”,
a large high-pressure system that

"Ry

A red measuring point has been deployed at the dried out Oberer Stinkersee (Upper
Stinking Lake), a highly saline, shallow soda lake located within the Neusiedl See—
Seewinkel National Park near the village of Podersdorf am See, south-east of Vienna,
Austria, yesterday. A current heatwave affecting all of Austria is expected to peak at
the end of the week with temperatures forecast to reach around 40 degrees Celsius
and higher, particularly in the east of the country, according to Geosphere Austria,
the country’s meteorological agency, the state of Lower Austria (east) has activated

its heatwave alert system as a precaution.

stalls over a region and acts like a
lid trapping hot air.

This week’s heat episode is due
to an “omega” pattern, whose name
comes from its shape similar to the
Greek letter.

The massive front of hot air
from North Africa is similar to a
heat dome but “more dynamic”,
Sébastien Leas, a forecaster at
France’s weather service Météo-
France, told AFP.

“We have a cold front located
off the coast of Portugal that is
acting like a heat pump, drawing up
warm air... at altitude, high-pressure
systems exert pressure on this warm
air mass, and when we compress a
warm air mass, we actually make it
even hotter,” he said.

Rapidly warming Arctic

Another major reason is
geography as Europe is connected
to the Arctic, which is 3.2C warmer
than in preindustrial times.

The region’s rising temperatures
are partly due to a process known as
the albedo feedback.

Bright snow and ice reflect
much of the sun’s heat back into
space, but as they melt they reveal
darker, heat-absorbing surfaces
such as land and the ocean.

In other parts of Europe, areas
where snow was very frequent in

- AFP

winter have seen this coverage
shrink, exposing dark land.

Falling air pollution

Stricter air quality regulations
have reduced aerosol emissions
since the 1980s.

But tackling the pollutant had
the side effect of contributing
to global warming, as these tiny
airborne particles have a cooling
effect by reflecting sunlight and
making clouds more reflective.

Varying degrees

The rate of temperature change
varies across Europe.

Eastern  and  southeastern
Europe, and parts of central Europe
including the Alps, have warmed by
0.5C-1C per decade over the last 30
years, according to Copernicus.

Western  and  southwestern
Europe, and sub-Arctic Finland,
Norway and Sweden, warmed by
0.2C-0.5C per decade.

Svalbard, a Norwegian Arctic
archipelago that is home to polar
bears, has reached warming of
1.5C-2C per decade.

One of the fastest-warming
places on Earth, Svalbard had
record high summer temperatures
from 2022 to 2024. Last year it
saw its fourth warmest summer on
record. —AFP

US Supreme Court rules against man
whose dreadlocks were cut off in prison

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
Supreme Court ruled yesterday that
a devout Rastafarian whose knee-
length dreadlocks were forcibly
shorn in jail cannot sue state prison
officials for damages.

Damon Landor had sought
permission to sue individual officials
of the Louisiana Department of
Corrections for monetary damages
for violating his religious rights.

Louisiana acknowledged that
the treatment of Landor by prison
guards was “antithetical to religious
freedom” and amended its prison
grooming policy.

But the southern US state
insists that federal law does not
permit monetary damages against
a state official sued in an individual
capacity.

The Supreme Court agreed in a
6-3 ruling. The three liberal justices
on the court dissented.

Landor, who had been growing
his hair for nearly two decades, was
serving the final three weeks of a five-
month sentence for drug possession
in 2020 when his hair was cut.

He presented prison guards with
a copy of a 2017 court ruling stating
that Rastafarians should be allowed

to keep their dreadlocks in line with
their religious beliefs.

A prison guard threw the
document away and Landor was
handcuffed to a chair and had his head
shaved, according to court records.

An appeals court condemned
Landor’s “egregious” treatment but
ruled that he was not eligible to sue
individual prison officials for damages.

Rastafarians let their hair
grow, typically in dreadlocks, as
part of their beliefs in the religion
which originated in Jamaica and
was popularised by the late reggae
singer Bob Marley. —AFP
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Portugal declines to extradite
French mother suspected of
abandoning children

LISBON - Portuguese
authorities yesterday said they would
not extradite a mother suspected of
abandoning her two children back to
France, but left open the possibility
she could eventually face trial in her
home country.

According to a statement from
prosecutors in the southern town of
Evora, the 41-year-old Marine R.
should first be judged in Portugal
for abandonment before possibly
being sent to France where she is
wanted on other charges.

Last Thursday, an Evora appeals
court issued a similar ruling for Marine
R.’s partner, a 55-year-old Frenchman.

The couple were charged with
“endangering or abandoning a child”
and have been held in detention since
their arrest last month.

Once all the proceedings initiated
by the Portuguese courts have been
concluded, which could include
a prison sentence, both could be
extradited to France, a judicial
source close to the case told AFP.

Marc B. has also been charged

with “aggravated assault and battery”
against one of the two young boys.
The sons, aged four and five, were
found on May 19 by a motorist, sitting
and crying by the side of a main road
about 100 kilometres south of Lisbon.
Their mother and her partner
were arrested two days later near
Fatima, in the centre of the country.
The French authorities had
been searching for the mother and
children since 11 May, when their
disappearance was reported in
Colmar, in eastern France. —AFP

Peru’s leftist presidential candidate
demands annulment of overseas vote

LIMA — Peruvian left-wing presidential candidate
Roberto Sanchez called on Monday for the annulment
of overseas votes in the runoff election in which he is
narrowly trailing his conservative rival.

With almost all the ballots counted, right-wing
candidate Keiko Fujimori held 50.11 percent of the
vote, versus Sanchez’s 49.88 percent, according to the
National Office of Electoral Processes.

Fujimori is ahead of Sanchez by just over 40,000

votes.

But before declaring a winner, election officials
need to review contested tally sheets of around 82,000

votes.

“We have filed a request for annulment so that the
National Jury of Elections may declare null and void
the elections held by the 119 consular offices,” Sanchez

said on X.

“The electoral process has been seriously affected
by the changes introduced at the request of the
executive branch (Foreign Ministry), specifically in
the presidential runoff,” he said, without providing

evidence.

Sanchez alleges administrative irregularities in the
handling of the overseas vote, which represents around
300,000 ballots, by the electoral authority.

The overseas vote largely favoured Fujimori, who
was propelled by massive support from voters in the

United States and Japan.

during a press conference in Lima last Thursday.

Peru’s leftwing presidential candidate Roberto Sanchez gestures

- AFP

According to Sanchez, if votes cast abroad were

excluded, he would hold a lead of around 25,000 votes

over Fujimori.

term.

The June 7 runoff pitted the daughter of the late
former president Alberto Fujimori against Sanchez, the
political heir of former president Pedro Castillo.

The winner takes office on July 28 for a five-year

—AFP

Almost all of Spain under heat warnings

MADRID — Nearly all of Spain
was under a heat alert on Tuesday,
with parts of the south and north of
the country placed on the highest
warning level as a heatwave grips
most of western Europe.

National weather agency AEMET
issued red alerts — a warning for
“extraordinary danger” — for areas
around the southern city of Cordoba,
the northern city of Bilbao and parts
of the northern region of Cantabria.

Temperatures of up to 40C in the
shade were forecast in parts of the
Basque Country on the border with
France, an area where such extreme
heat is relatively uncommon.

Large swathes of central and
northern Spain were placed under
orange alerts — the second-highest
level — while most of the remainder
of the country was covered by
yellow warnings. Only areas on the
coastline escaped heat alerts.

In Barcelona, where temperatures
have been rising without hitting
the extremes seen elsewhere in the

country, 76-year-old José Farre
was forced to take advantage of the
cooler early hours to do his shopping
in the Catalan capital.

“I have a heart condition, I’'m
diabetic and I feel it a lot,” he
said, explaining that the rising
temperatures have made it harder
for him to sleep and even breathe.

“We’ve gained several degrees
between my youth and today... But
what bothers you the most is the
humidity,” he insisted.

Firecracker ban

Fears of wildfires and other incidents
also saw restrictions on yesterday’s
celebrations for Catalonia’s traditional
feast day of Saint John, usually marked
with fireworks and bonfires.

The authorities have called for
extreme caution and have imposed
a ban on setting off firecrackers or
throwing flaming objects within
500 metres of a forest.

They also advised residents and
visitors to take precautions during

the heatwave, including drinking
water regularly, staying in cool
environments, limiting outdoor
physical activity during the hottest
hours of the day and taking extra
care of vulnerable people.

The heatwave began on Sunday and
is expected to last until at least tomorrow.

On Monday, 101 of the 828 weather
stations operated by AEMET recorded
temperatures of 40C or higher.

Around 30 stations did not record
temperatures below 25C overnight
into yesterday, underlining the
intensity of the heatwave.

On the coast of Almeria in
southern Andalusia, temperatures
remained above 30C overnight for
a third consecutive day.

Spain, which scientists identify as
one of the European countries most
exposed to the effects of climate change,
has experienced increasingly frequent
and intense heatwaves in recent years.

The country endured its hottest
summer on record in 2025, with an
average temperature of 24.2C. — AFP
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Spanish PM vows to press
on despite ex-minister’s
conviction

MADRID - Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez said
yesterday that his government
would continue its work, despite
mounting  political ~ pressure
following the corruption conviction
of his former transport minister.

Sanchez defended his
administration during the
announcement of new support
measures  for people  with
disabilities, a day after the
Supreme Court sentenced José
Luis Abalos to 24 years in prison.

Without mentioning Abalos
directly, the Socialist premier said
his government remained focused
on improving people’s lives and
expanding social rights.

“To those who ask why this
government wants to continue
despite all the difficulties and
obstacles along the way, this is
my answer,” he said, referring
to the social measures due to be
approved by his cabinet.

“We continue to improve

people’s lives. We continue to
expand and consolidate social
rights. We continue to build a
fairer and better Spain.”

The court found Abalos — a
former Socialist heavyweight who
helped propel Sanchez to power
in 2018 — guilty of membership of
a criminal organisation, bribery,
embezzlement of public funds and
influence peddling.

His conviction has intensified
calls from conservative and
far-right opposition parties for
Sanchez to resign.

The case is one of several
investigations into alleged
corruption by Sanchez’s family
and ex-political allies that have
threatened to topple his minority
coalition.

Sanchez  has  repeatedly
rejected calls to step down, arguing
that his government should be
judged on its record in office and
its social and economic policies.

— AFP

US sanctions 5 Cuban firms,
wife of Raul Castro’s son

WASHINGTON - The US
government yesterday announced
sanctions against five Cuban
companies affiliated with the
military conglomerate GAESA,
as well as against Raul Castro’s
daughter-in-law.

The sanctioned entities include
GAESA financial intermediaries
Rafin and Banco Financiero
Internacional, its logistics
arm  Almacenes Universales,
state-owned mining company
Geominera and Antillana de Acero,
Cuba’s largest steel producer, the
US State Department said.

Washington has cranked up
pressure on the communist island
in recent months, imposing an
energy blockade that worsened its
already dire economic crisis.

In recent weeks, Washington
has slapped sanctions on a number
of regime-linked companies and

individuals, including Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-Canel and
members of the Castro family.

Among them was Alejandro
Castro Espin, the son of Ratl
Castro, the surviving historic
leader of the 1959 Revolution.

The new sanctions now target
the son’s wife Annalie Lilliam.

Castro Espin, 60, played a
key role in the secret negotiations
between Cubaand the United States
that led to the re-establishment of
diplomatic relations between the
two countries in 2015.

The sanctions freeze any US-
based assets and prohibit the
listed entities and individuals
from accessing the US financial
system or doing business with US
counterparts.

According to media reports,
some of Castro Espin’s extended
family lives in Florida. —AFP

Vietnam’s Foreign Minister Le Hoai Trung attends a wreath-laying ceremony at

the José Marti monument in the Revolution Square, Havana, on Monday.

- AFP
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Spain’s Oyarzabal happy to play
through pain at World Cup

CHATTANOOGA,  United
States — Mikel Oyarzabal said
a minor knee injury will not
put his World Cup at risk after
kickstarting Spain’s challenge by
scoring twice in a 4-0 win over
Saudi Arabia.

Oyarzabal also set up La
Roja’s opening goal for Barcelona
superstar Lamine Yamal as the
European  champions  made
amends for a disappointing 0-0
draw against Cape Verde in their
first match in North America.

Spain boss Luis de la Fuente
revealed after the match that the
Real Sociedad forward had been
struggling with a knee problem,
but insisted he was fit to start.

“I'm dealing with a niggle,
but I think that’s true for everyone
here. Everyone has something that
needs taking care of,” Oyarzabal
told a press conference yesterday.

“I’m fine. The other day,
admittedly, there was a moment
of uncertainty, not knowing
exactly what the situation was
or if I’d have the chance to play.
Fortunately, it turned out well,
and I’m happy.”

Since scoring the winner against
England in the Euro 2024 final,
Oyarzabal has become Spain’s
undoubted first choice up front.

The 29-year-old has 14
goals in his last 13 international
appearances.

But having never moved
from Sociedad, there has been a
perception that Oyarzabal is not
as highly rated outside of Spain
as he is by De la Fuente and his
teammates.

“I’'m  actually tired of
answering this question; I don’t
dwell on it,” he added.

“What matters to me is what
my teammates, my coach, the
staff, and the people whose opin-
ions actually count have to say.

“We know how football
works these days, and it’s normal
for people to talk, but I don’t let it
bother me.”

Spain next face Uruguay in
Guadalajara on Friday.

A draw is enough to secure
top spot in Group H as long as
Cape Verde do not beat Saudi
Arabia by four or more goals.

—AFP
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From Narey to Neymar: Brazil and
Scotland meet again at World Cup
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This combination of file photos created on Monday, shows Brazil’s forward Neymar in Montevideo on October 17, 2023 (left); and
Scotland’s defender Andrew Robertson in Glasgow, on November 15, 2024.
Scotland and Brazil will meet in a 2026 World Cup Group C match at the Miami Stadium in Miami Gardens today. - AFP

MIAMI — From David Narey’s
toepoke to the opening game of
France 98, World Cup clashes
between Brazil and Scotland
became a staple at the tournament
towards the end of the last century
and the teams renew acquaintances
in a decisive final group game today.

The Group C encounter in
Miami will be the fifth meeting of
the nations on the biggest stage,
making it one of the most played
fixtures in tournament history.

Not the most played outright,
because Brazil have faced Sweden
seven times including in the 1958
final and in the 1994 semi-finals.

There have also been seven
meetings of Argentina and Germany
or West Germany, three of which
have come in finals.

But the Sele¢dao and the Scots
faced off four times at World Cups
between 1974 and 1998, all in the
group stage - after all, Scotland have
never gone beyond the first round.

Narey’s strike in Seville in
1982 remains an iconic World Cup
moment, but it did not really have
the desired effect as it simply stirred
the Brazil of Socrates and Zico to
life - they came back to win 4-1.

In 1974 in West Germany,
Kenny Dalglish’s Scotland held the
Brazil of Jairzinho and Rivellino to
a goalless draw, and were ultimately
eliminated on goal difference.

A late Mueller goal gave the Bra-
zilians a 1-0 victory in Turin at Italia
90, and in 1998 Scotland prevented

Ronaldo, Rivaldo and Bebeto from
scoring only for Tom Boyd’s own
goal to decide the contest 2-1 in
favour of the World Cup holders.

So can Scotland upset the odds
and finally beat the Brazilians at the
World Cup?

“Brazil have got an amazing
history and we obviously want to
disrupt that on Wednesday [today],”
said defender Jack Hendry, whose
namesake Colin captained Scotland
in that 1998 game.

Shot at history

Scotland are hoping to make
history by qualifying for the
knockout phase for the first time,
after starting their campaign with a
1-0 win over Haiti in Boston.

That was followed by a 1-0
defeat against Morocco, but a draw
here will almost certainly take
them through as one of the eight
best third-placed sides - in fact
they could even yet advance with a
defeat, and three points.

“If there’s a nation to play to get
to the next round, we want to do
it against these types of teams, so
it’s going to be a great spectacle,”
added Hendry.

“Scotland against Brazil in Miami
to make some history is something
you dream of,” said John McGinn,
who was just three when the nations
last met at the tournament.

The fixture perhaps doesn’t have
quite the same aura for Brazil, the
record five-time World Cup winners.

They are just focused on getting
the job done and advancing to the
next round in the best possible
position in the group - a win will
be required to make sure of that, as
they and Morocco both have four
points so far.

Brazil are without Barcelona
forward Raphinha due to injury
but this could be the occasion for
Neymar to finally make his return
for the Selec¢ao.

The 34-year-old, his country’s
all-time record scorer, was called
up by coach Carlo Ancelotti despite
not having appeared for Brazil since
October 2023 due to injury.

He then, almost inevitably,
suffered another injury to his right
calf which has kept him out of
the team’s two games so far in
the United States, but the ex-Paris
Saint-Germain superstar is now
ready to play.

“We saw the quality he has in
training, we were speechless,” said
Arsenal’s Gabriel Martinelli on
Monday.

“When you look at the shape he
is in you can see that he is desperate
to get out there and we are delighted
to have him.”

Brazil’s last meeting with
Scotland was a friendly in 2011 in
London, in which Neymar scored
twice on just his third cap.

Full-back  Aaron Hickey
remains a doubt for Scotland after
not playing against Morocco. — AFP

(Photos from World Cup on p.16)

Jordan crowd crush kills one at World Cup watch party

AMMAN, Jordan - A crowd surge among Jordanians
gathered near Amman’s Roman theatre to watch a World
Cup match broadcast killed one fan and injured eight more

yesterday, authorities said.

During Jordan’s 2-1 defeat to Algeria at the San Francisco
Bay Area Stadium in Santa Clara, thousands of supporters had
gathered at the historic arena in the capital to watch on giant

screens.

The open-air site can host around 6,000 people but,

according to a ministerial source, 15,000 turned up.

“Nine people were taken to hospital at dawn on Tuesday
[yesterday] after being injured in a crowd movement in
Hashemite Square,” a spokesman for Jordan’s public
safety directorate said, referring to a public space near the
theatre.

“One of the injured died shortly after being admitted,” he
said. The others undergoing treatment have various injuries and
their conditions are described as being from stable to moderate.

A medical source told AFP the deceased was a Jordanian

in his twenties.

On the pitch, Algeria came from behind against Jordan
after trailing in the first half, eventually winning 2—1 on the
second day of group matches.

Jordan had already lost their first match last Wednesday

against Austria,

while Argentina,
champions, top their group after two games.

the reigning world

—AFP
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First-placed Hayata Hina (left) of Japan and second-placed Zhu Yuling
of Macao pose during the awarding ceremony after the women'’s singles
final at the World Table Tennis (WTT) Star Contender Ljubljana 2026 in
Ljubljana, Slovenia, on Sunday. - Xinhua
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Williams loses in Germany, Osaka eases
through

Tennis

BAD HOMBURG, Germany — Five-time Wimbledon
champion Venus Williams was knocked out in the first round
of the Bad Homburg WTA grass court event on Monday but
Japan’s Naomi Osaka breezed through.

Williams, 46, is due to play doubles with her sister Serena
at Wimbledon, which starts in a week’s time, and was also
given a wildcard to enter the Bad Homburg singles.

She took her time to get going against qualifier Irina-
Camelia Begu of Romania, losing the opening set 6-2 before
battling back to take the second 6-4.

Williams led 5-3 in the decider and was two points from victory
at one point but Begu dug in to force a tie-break, which she won 8-6.

Sixth seed Osaka, 28, had little trouble seeing off Pole
Magdalena Frech 6-4, 6-1.

The first set was close until a rain-enforced break at 5-4, after
which, the four-time Grand Slam champion lost only one more game.

Osaka has never won a grass court tournament, with her
best result a semi-final at Nottingham in 2018. — AFP

Draper makes winning return at Eastbourne
with Murray on his side

Tennis

LONDON - Britain’s Jack Draper made a winning start to
his comeback from injury in front of new coach Andy Murray
at the Eastbourne Open on Monday.

Murray watched from a courtside box as former world
number four Draper beat Marcos Giron 6-4, 7-6 (7/5) in the
first round on the sun-baked English south coast.

He showed no obvious fitness concerns during a solid
display to set up all-British encounter with Jack Pinnington
Jones in the last 16 of the Wimbledon warm-up event.

“It’s been an incredibly difficult year for me with certain
physical bits but to be here is really special,” Draper said.

“If you haven’t competed in a while you never know what to
expect. But I'm really happy with the way I came through in the end.

“I’ve given myself another opportunity in the second round
to play better and keep on hopefully building momentum in
my tennis and in my body.”

Draper has enlisted the support of former Wimbledon
champion Murray for the grass-court campaign after being
plagued by chronic arm and knee injuries over the past year, in
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Banned Vondrousova insists she
has ‘never doped’

Tennis
PRAGUE, Czech  Republic
— Former Wimbledon champion

Marketa Vondrousova insisted she
“never doped” after an anti-doping
watchdog had banned her from tennis
for four years on Monday.

The International Tennis Integrity
Agency (ITIA) blames the 26-year-old
Czech for failing to open the door to an
anti-doping officer in December 2025.

The 2023 Wimbledon winner
claimed in April she was scared when
the officer rang the bell “without
properly identifying themselves or
following protocol”.

“I have never doped. I have never
had a positive test,” she said on
Instagram late on Monday.

“Throughout my entire career, |
have undergone countless anti-doping
controls and have always stepped onto
the court with a clear conscience.

“Just three days after the incident
that ultimately changed my life, I was
tested again. The result was negative,
just like every test before it.”

Her lawyer Jan Exner told AFP
on Monday they would consider an
appeal but refused to elaborate.

An independent tribunal dealing
with Vondrousova’s case ruled the
evidence offered “no compelling
justification” for the world number

‘Pointing a finger’

“I would not wish what I have
been through over the past few months
on anyone. Waking up every day with
uncertainty, fear, and the feeling that
you are losing control over your own
life is something that is difficult to put
into words,” Vondrousova said.

“It has been an incredibly
exhausting and painful period that
affected me far more deeply than I
could ever have imagined,” she added.

During her ban, the Czech is not
allowed to play in, coach at, or attend
any events organised or sanctioned by
the ITE, WTA, ATP, the Grand Slams,
or any national association.

The Czech news agency CTK
quoted Vladislav Savrda, the manager
of Vondrousova’s Prague club, as
calling the verdict “nonsensical and
scandalous”.

Savrda said the ITIA slapped the
maximum penalty on Vondrousova
but handed much shorter bans to
Jannik Sinner and Iga Swiatek when
they tested positive.

“They obviously wanted to avoid a
scandal there,” he said.

“But now they were gifted this
case and needed to point a finger, and
unfortunately Marketa is paying for
this,” added Savrda.

Besides the Wimbledon crown and
another three WTA Tour singles titles,

Czech Republic’s Marketa Vondrousova
attends a Press Conference in the Media
Theatre in the Broadcast Centre, after
losing her first round match against
Spain’s Jessica Bouzas Maneiro, at the
2024 Wimbledon Championships at The All
England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in
Wimbledon, southwest London, on July 2,
2024. - AFP

Vondrousova also reached the French
Open final in 2019 and earned a silver
medal in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics.
She reached a career high sixth
place in the WTA rankings in 2023.
Vondrousova has played just
two matches on the WTA Tour this
year, withdrawing from the Adelaide
International in January due to a
shoulder injury. — AFP

122 to refuse the test.

addition to a recent shoulder problem.

The 24-year-old, who has plummeted to 160 in the
rankings, declared himself in a “very good place” ahead of his
first competitive outing since retiring injured in the last 32 of
the Barcelona Open on April 13.

Former US Open semi-finalist Draper praised Murray’s
influence, saying: “I haven’t called him ‘Sir’ yet - that’s not
going to happen!

“Andy, truthfully, is one of my biggest inspirations.

“As I came on to the tour, we spent some time together and
I think we have a great relationship off the court but also what
he brings to me in terms of the tennis as well.” —AFP

Marc Marquez extends Ducati contract
until 2028

MotoGP

MILAN — Reigning MotoGP champion Marc Marquez has
extended his contract with Ducati until the end of the 2028
season, the Italian manufacturer announced yesterday.

Last year Marquez won his seventh world championship
in motorcycling racing’s elite class, drawing level with great rival
Valentino Rossi in his first season for Ducati’s factory team.

The-33-year-old racked up a record-breaking 545 points in
2025 with 11 Grand Prix victories and 14 wins in the sprint races

“I continue to race because I love this sport and I want to
reach even bigger goals. I am convinced that this is where I
can achieve them,” Marquez said in a statement.

He trails current championship leader Marco Bezzecchi by 40
points after winning the Czech MotoGP on Sunday, his second
consecutive win after sitting out two GPs with a broken foot.

His long-expected renewal comes at a pivotal moment
for the sport, which is about to enter a new era with revised
technical regulations starting in 2027.

These include reduction of engine size to 850cc, simplified
aerodynamics, and the introduction of new Pirelli tyres. — AFP

Batting star Sooryavanshi receives first
India jersey

Cricket

NEW DELHI - Fifteen-year-old cricket sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi donned his first official India jersey yesterday
and said he had long dreamt of the moment.

Sooryavanshi was named in India’s T20 squad for the tours to
Ireland and England, as well as the Asian Games, after sweeping

the batting honours in this year’s Indian Premier League.

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) released
a video of the moment yesterday when the blue jersey was
delivered to him, calling it “the moment the nation has been
waiting for”.

“Ever since [ first held a bat and walked onto a cricket field
to practise, I dreamed of this moment... I cannot explain this
feeling in words,” Sooryavanshi said in the BCCI video.

He was shown unpacking the shirt, with his name on the
back above the number 03.

Sooryavanshi is line to become India’s youngest interna-
tional player, surpassing Sachin Tendulkar, the batting great
who made his Test debut aged 16 years and 205 days in 1989.

The spotlight has been on Sooryavanshi since his batting
exploits in the IPL, where he amassed 776 runs for Rajasthan
Royals to finish as the tournament’s leading run scorer.

He struck one century and five half-centuries during the sea-
son to pick up the Orange Cap for the leading run-getter. — AFP

UIPM says survey shows obstacle racing
could boost Olympic pentathlon appeal

Athletics

GENEVA — The International Modern Pentathlon Union
(UIPM) said yesterday that a survey in Australia suggests the
addition of obstacle racing could increase interest in Olympic
modern pentathlon among younger viewers.

According to the sport’s governing body, global data
company YouGov surveyed 1,500 Australians and found that
35 percent of respondents born in 2000 or later and 34 percent
of those born between 1982 and 1999 said they would be
more likely to watch the Olympic Games on television or via
livestream if it featured a Ninja-style obstacle race.

“The results of the poll indicate significant commonalities
between audiences in Australia that consume the world’s
largest multisport event and those who are interested in the
entertainment shows whose popularity led to the integration
of obstacle racing into pentathlon,” UIPM said in a statement.

More than half of young adult respondents said they
watched obstacle racing either regularly or occasionally, while
more than 80 percent said they watched at least part of the
Olympic Games.

One in four respondents said they would be more likely to
attend the Brisbane 2032 Olympic Games in person if Ninja-
style obstacle racing were included. — Xinhua
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US actress and comedian Molly Shannon, 61, poses on her newly
unveiled star during her Hollywood Walk of Fame ceremony

in the Hollywood, Los Angeles, on Monday. She was a cast
member on the NBC sketch comedy series “Saturday Night Live”
from 1995 to 2001. Her acting career began in 1989, playing a
supporting part in the 1989 horror film remake of “The Phantom
of the Opera”. - AFP

David Hockney’s

funeral held in
private: publicist

LONDON - The funeral for David Hockney, the
acclaimed British artist who died just over a week ago, has
been held in strict privacy, his publicist said on Saturday.

Hockney, a hugely influential figure who helped
pioneer the 1960s pop art movement and whose paintings
have been lauded for decades for capturing the world in
brilliant colour, passed away on June 12 aged 88.

“The funeral has already taken place,” Erica Bolton
said in a statement, issued in response to numerous
enquiries about the arrangements.

“We would like to clarify that it was David’s clear
wish that his funeral should be attended only by his
partner, JP, and his great-nephew Richard; and that
their privacy would be respected,” she added.

Hockney is survived by his long-time partner Jean-
Pierre Gongalves de Lima, as well as two brothers and
numerous nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-
nephews, Bolton previously confirmed.

Her statement also announced that “the vast
majority of his works will be given to foundations
in furtherance of his legacy, as well as to public
institutions throughout the world”.

No further details were provided about the extent
of that collection to be donated or what arrangements
were made around that process.

In 2008, the artist founded The David Hockney
Foundation, “with the goal of advancing appreciation
and understanding of visual art and culture”, according
to its website. The foundation owns more than 8,000
works, it states.

Bolton also revealed that the first memorial service
to celebrate Hockney’s life and work will be held in
London in the first half of next year, “in accordance
with David’s wishes”.

Further memorials will then be held in his home
region of Yorkshire, northern England, as well as in
Paris and Los Angeles at later dates.

Tributes have poured in for the globally
renowned painter and master draughtsman, who kept
experimenting and exhibiting right up until his death.

King Charles III and Queen Camilla were among
those to express their sadness, noting his “irrepressible
charm, talent and constant innovation will be most
sorely missed”. — AFP
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Clive Davis, the starmaker who shaped
modern music, dies at 94

Maggy Donaldson

NEW YORK - Clive Davis, the music
mastermind who championed some of
the globe’s biggest names including
Whitney Houston, Bruce Springsteen
and Santana, died on Monday aged 94.

An empathetic executive whose
expertise transcended genres, he displayed
an uncanny ability to spin talent into gold.
Aretha Franklin once called him “the
greatest record man of all time.”

“Clive has the mind of a bank
executive and the ears of a teenager,” said
Davis protégé Barry Manilow, the singer-
songwriter known for “Copacabana” and
other easy listening hits.

Alawyer by education, Davis entered
the music world as counsel at Columbia
Records before shifting into management
and in 1966 becoming president of the
reorganised CBS Records.

It marked the start of a career that
would come to define the modern music
industry.

From Janis Joplin to Earth, Wind
& Fire, Acrosmith to Billy Joel, Patti
Smith to Alicia Keys, Davis discovered,
mentored and catapulted an empire
of artists to household name status,
reigning for decades in a business where
longevity is rare.

Grateful Dead singer Bob Weir
even sometimes changed a lyric when
performing the band’s standard “Jack
Straw” to honour Davis.

“We used to play for acid,” he’d sing.
“Now we play for Clive.”

‘No clue’

Born April 4, 1932 in Brooklyn,
Davis enjoyed music but did not see it as
his professional future.

“The emphasis in Jewish families that
did not have any money was that you’ve got
to be a lawyer, or you’ve got to be a doctor,”
Davis said in the documentary “Clive Davis:
The Soundtrack of Our Lives.”

“I was going to be a lawyer, with no
clue what being a lawyer meant.”

He was a New York University student
when personal tragedy struck: Davis’s
mother died suddenly and then his father
passed within the following year.

He graduated from Harvard Law
School and began working at a New York
law firm. His move to CBS subsidiary
Columbia Records as legal counsel
proved pivotal.

“I knew nothing about music. I knew
nothing about what awaited me,” said
Davis. “But I did seize that opportunity.”

‘Weakness for artists’

CBS executives ultimately
convinced him to change from law into
management, and Davis took an interest
in the burgeoning world of folk and rock.

He attended the storied Monterey Pop
Festival, an experience he later described
as life-changing.

Awestruck by Joplin and the social
and musical revolution she embodied,
Davis signed her that night.

He worked with Bob Dylan as well
as Simon and Garfunkel, convincing the
duo that the soft, melodic “Bridge Over
Troubled Water” could be a radio hit,
though it was far from the sounds on the
airwaves at the time.

And Davis returned a demo to a
young Springsteen, telling him it still
needed a hit single.

Legendary US record producer Clive Davis speaks during the Recording Academy and Clive
Davis’ Salute To Industry Icons pre-Grammy gala at the Beverly Hilton hotel in Beverly Hills,
California on January 31, 2026. Davis, the pioneering American music executive who made
megastars of Aretha Franklin, Bruce Springsteen, Carrie Underwood and many others during

half a century of shaping modern music, died on Monday at age 94.

So the rocker went to the beach and
penned “Blinded by the Light” and
“Spirit in the Night” in a single evening.

“That was a good call,” Springsteen
has joked.

Davis encouraged jazz legend Miles
Davis—who came to the executive furious
that young white artists were profiting off
styles pioneered by black musicians like
himself — to play rock venues.

Shortly thereafter, the trailblazing
trumpeter released “Bitches Brew,” a
seminal, rock-imbued album.

Davis had a “weakness for artists,”
said another groundbreaking musician,
Patti Smith — a Davis favourite who he
signed to the record company he would
eventually found, Arista.

Whitney, his ultimate star

Davis struck out on his own after CBS
Records fired him in 1973, on charges,
which Davis denied, of bankrolling per-
sonal expenses including his son’s bar
mitzvah.

Arista, which Davis started in 1974,
featured stars including Manilow,
Franklin, Dionne Warwick, Keys, The
Kinks, and Lou Reed.

And he made the eyebrow-raising
decision to throw his weight behind Kenny
G, convincing radio stations to play the solo
saxophonist’s music among pop songs.

Davis also forged a deal with Sean
Combs — the mogul known as “Diddy,”
who is now in prison on prostitution-related
charges — to start Bad Boy Records, one of
hip-hop’s foundational labels.

But for all the stars he launched,
it was Davis’s mentorship of Whitney
Houston that would prove among the
most significant.

- AFP

artists ever and great voices of her
generation under his guidance, before
her shock death the day of one of Davis’s
famed pre-Grammy galas.

It was another of the mogul’s great
personal tragedies.

“The loss of Whitney came about
as suddenly as the loss of my parents,”
Davis said. “And profoundly reminded
me how quickly and immediately vitally
important people in your life can just
disappear.”

Party of the year

Married and divorced twice, Davis
had four children, and publicly came out
as bisexual in his autobiography.

After another skirmish with CBS
over Arista and several more shake-ups
and mergers in the industry, Davis landed
the title of Chief Creative Officer at Sony
Music Entertainment, where he remained
into his later years.

His career was not without critics: an
industry joke held that Davis’s ego was so
large he thought CDs were named after him.

But he was a music mainstay for well
over half a century.

A Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
inductee with an armful of Grammys,
Davis for decades hosted a splashy
signature pre-Grammy gala.

The bash remained one of the most
coveted tickets in showbiz and included a
private variety show put on by A-listers.

“Clive’s Grammy parties, it’s kind
of more than just a party... it’s kind of a
historical event,” said Berry Gordy, the
storied founder of Motown Records.

Davis refused to retire.

“I don’t continue to do things to prove
a point,” he told Rolling Stone in 2021.

She became one of the best-selling  “I just do what I always did.” — AFP
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WORLD CUP POST-SCRIPT

Scottish supporters gather at Little Havana in Miami, Florida on Monday,
ahead of the 2026 World Cup Group C match against Brazil at the Hard
Rock Stadium today. - AFP

Norway’s fans row as they cheer their team during the 2026 World Cup Group |
match against Senegal at the New York/New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford
on Monday. - AFP

Iraq’s defender Hussein Ali (left) and France’s forward Kylian Mbappe fight for the ball during
the 2026 World Cup Group | match between France and Iraq at the Philadelphia Stadium in

Philadelphia on Monday. - AFP A cameraman wears a raincoat as the 2026 World Cup Group | match between

France and Iraq is suspended due to adverse weather at the Philadelphia Stadium
in Philadelphia on Monday. - AFP

Fans take a selfie in front of a screen showing an evacuation warning during
Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi reacts after missing a penalty during the 2026 World the 2026 World Cup Group | match between France and Iraq at the Philadelphia
Cup Group J match against Austria at the Dallas Stadium in Arlington on Monday. - AFP Stadium in Philadelphia on Monday. - AFP




