
Armindo Neves
A spokesman for the Public 

Security Police (PSP) confirmed to 
the Post by phone yesterday evening 
that a local boy was injured after 
being hit by a seven-seater vehicle 
on a zebra crossing in the peninsula’s 
northern district.

At about 7:48 a.m., PSP officers 
received a report that a traffic accident 
had happened at Praça das Portas do 
Cerco, with the caller stating that one 
person was injured.

Upon arriving at the scene, PSP 
officers confirmed that the accident 
involved a private vehicle and an 
injured minor male resident, the 
spokesman said. He added that Fire 
Services Bureau (CB) officers rushed 
the injured boy to hospital with minor 
injuries.

The spokesman stated that the 
driver, a Hong Kong resident in his 

forties, claimed to police that he had 
slowed down but still failed to notice 
the boy. PSP officers have fined the 
driver, the spokesman.

According to Article 37 of 
Macau’s Road Traffic Law, when 
approaching a marked zebra crossing, 
drivers are legally required to slow 
down significantly and, if necessary, 
come to a complete stop to allow 
pedestrians who have stepped onto 
(or are about to step onto) the crossing 
to pass safely.

According to Article 103 of the 
Road Traffic Law, concerning first-
time offences, if a driver fails to 
slow down or stop to let a pedestrian 
cross a marked zebra crossing (or at a 
junction where the driver is changing 
directions), he or she faces an 
administrative fine ranging from 600 
to 2,500 patacas. Repeat violators’ 
penalties scale up drastically if the 

driver is caught committing the same 
offence again within a specific legal 
timeframe. The fine increases to 
a range of 1,200 to 5,000 patacas. 
Crucially, repeat offenders are hit with 
an ancillary penalty – a mandatory 
suspension of their driving licence 
lasting anywhere from two months to 
six months.

Less than a month ago, a fatal 
car accident also occurred in the 
same district, in which a 10-year-
old boy was run over and killed 
by a seven-seater while crossing 
a zebra crossing. That driver was 
from Taiwan. The tragedy triggered 
an unprecedented outpouring of 
grief and anger among residents. In 
response, the government pledged to 
fast-track amendments to the Road 
Traffic Law, which must be approved 
by the Legislative Assembly (AL) 
before passing into law. 
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ARLINGTON, United States – Lionel Messi set the 
outright all-time World Cup scoring record with his 17th 
and 18th goals in the tournament as holders Argentina 
beat Austria 2-0 to reach the last 32 yesterday.

Messi, who had earlier missed a penalty, swept 
Argentina into a 38th-minute lead and wrapped up 
victory on the counter-attack in added time as Austria 
pushed in vain for an equaliser.         – AFP

Spanish PM’s ex-top aide 
sentenced to 24 years for graft

A court in Spain yesterday sentenced a former right-hand 
man to Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez, ex-transport 
minister José Luis Ábalos, to 24 years in jail for graft. 

  – Story on p. 12 

This photo obtained from WeChat shows a woman attempting to assist a child hit by a car while using a zebra crossing in Macau’s 
northern district yesterday. The Post cannot independently verify the authenticity of the image.

HK driver hits local boy HK driver hits local boy 
on zebra crossingon zebra crossing

Tony Wong
The Judiciary Police (PJ) announced yesterday that a PJ 

officer was surrounded and assaulted by a group of seven men 
outside a casino-hotel resort in Cotai on Thursday last week 
while he was conducting an investigation there. The seven men 
were arrested separately two days later.

During the assault, the PJ officer was also robbed of his 
smartphone. Police were still investigating yesterday the exact 
motive for attacking the officer.

The suspects did not know the PJ officer’s identity when they 
attacked him. After the victim revealed who he was, the suspects 
stopped their attack and fled.

The police identified nine men who had surrounded the 
PJ officer. Following investigation, however, they gathered 
sufficient evidence confirming that only seven of the nine 
attacked the officer. The other two men present at the scene are, 
for the time being, regarded as witnesses

PJ spokesman Ho Ka Weng announced details of the case at 
a special press conference yesterday.

The seven suspects – aged between 31 and 64 – comprise 
three local residents and four non-resident workers (NRWs) 
from Thailand, the Philippines, and the Chinese mainland.

The three local residents are: Lai, a 45-year-old property 
developer; Cheang, a 63-year-old businessman; and Leong, a 
64-year-old businessman.

The four non-locals working in Macau are: Uansunam, a 
33-year-old water dispenser technician; and Temkrathok, a 46-year-
old who told police he works as a mover – both from Thailand; 
Sumang, a 31-year-old security guard from the Philippines; and 
Wu, a 49-year-old chef from the Chinese mainland.

Continued on p.6

On-duty police o!cer 
assaulted by 7 men, 
smartphone robbed

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the seven hooded suspects to a PJ 
vehicle outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday. 

– Photo: Maria Cheang Ut Meng

Messi breaks record as Argentina beat Austria 
to reach World Cup last 32



Interview by Armindo Neves
Last week, Macau saw a case of collective 

bullying involving minors. The Judiciary 
Police released details of the case on 
June 17. The incident involved a local 
underage female student who was physically 
assaulted – punched and kicked – by six 
local minors (three males, three females, 
aged between 11 and 15, and attending four 
or five different schools) at a residential 
estate in Areia Preta district. The victim 
was also forced to transfer 200 patacas via 
mobile phone as a “passage fee”. During the 
incident, one of the perpetrators filmed the 
assault on a mobile phone and shared it; the 
footage subsequently spread widely online.

In response to this case, on Friday, the 
Post interviewed Ho Ka Ian, vice-president 
of the Women’s General Association of 
Macau (commonly known as Fu Luen), to 
gain insight into how Macau can prevent 
and reduce the likelihood of such incidents 
occurring. The interview took place at the Fu 
Luen headquarters on Rua do Campo.

Local youngsters face lack 
of support systems for youth 
development

In light of this incident, Ho said that the 
case reveals three alarming warning signs:

Lack of self-protection awareness: When 
faced with violence and coercion across two 
different locations, the victim was paralysed 
by fear; she neither dared nor knew how to 
reach out to those around her for help.

Secondary harm: The footage of the assault 
was uploaded and circulated widely online, 
causing “secondary harm” and stigma to the 
victim. The psychological trauma from this 
is far more difficult to heal than any physical 
bruising, and could even lead to her refusing 
to go to school or fearing social contact.

The age of those involved: The 
perpetrators, the bystanders, and the victim 
are all minors—with the youngest being only 
11 years old. This is no longer merely an issue 
of “naughtiness”, but a clear reflection of the 
inadequacy of the entire youth development 
support system.

When discussing violence among female 
adolescents, Ho pointed out that while 
Macau currently lacks systematic statistics 
on gender-based violence, community 

observations and relevant studies suggest 
that in the past, female adolescents tended to 
favour “relational aggression” such as verbal 
insults or spreading rumours. However, this 
case demonstrates that such aggression has 
escalated to physical violence.

She emphasised that this trend often stems 
from weak family bonds, a lack of parental 
supervision, and the fact that on social 
media platforms (such as the WeChat group 
involved in this case), young people – driven 
by a blind pursuit of group validation and a 
conformist mentality – become trapped in 
escalating conflicts with no way to withdraw.

Calls for improving child-
friendly legal support 
mechanisms

Although Macau’s Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ) coordinated 
an immediate response from schools 
and counselling services following the 
incident, Ho believes there is still room for 
improvement in the government’s protection 
mechanisms for underage victims.

She strongly recommended the 
establishment of a “golden 24-to-72-hour” 
psychological crisis intervention system, 
shifting from a reactive to a proactive 
approach, so that psychological support can 
be activated at the very onset of an incident. 
At the same time, the current judicial 
procedures offer relatively weak child-
friendly legal support, Ho said, suggesting 
the introduction of a “case manager” or 
“child advocate” system to accompany 
helpless victims and their parents throughout 
legal proceedings.

In response to calls from some quarters for 
lowering the age of criminal responsibility, 
Ho said that while she understands the 
public’s anger over violent incidents, simply 
lowering the age limit may not produce 
a significant deterrent effect. Instead, it 
could cause further psychological harm to 
young people whose development is still 
incomplete, Ho highlighted.

According to the Macau Penal Code, Macau’s 
age of criminal responsibility stands at 16.

Ho also said that Fu Luen advocates 
maintaining the current principle of 
“education in place of punishment”, but insists 
that the deterrent and corrective effects of the 

“educational supervision system for young 
offenders” must be strengthened. For example, 
structural violence awareness programmes 
should be incorporated into correctional plans, 
restorative justice through mediation should 
be introduced on a voluntary basis for both 
parties, and parents of perpetrators should be 
required to attend regular case follow-ups and 
parenting guidance sessions.

4 recommendations to weave a 
tighter community protection 
network

In order to prevent similar tragedies from 
recurring, Ho, on behalf of Fu Luen, put 
forward four specific policy recommendations:

First, establish a one-stop support 
service: This would bring together the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS), the Education and 
Youth Development Bureau, the Health 
Bureau (SSM), and the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) to provide victims with immediate 
psychological intervention, a child-friendly 
evidence-gathering environment, full judicial 
accompaniment, and follow-up psychological 
support for no less than six months.

Second, develop a framework for digital 
violence prevention education: Led by the 
DSEDJ, this would incorporate healthy 
digital citizenship, conflict de-escalation 
skills, and bystander responsibility into 
the curriculum from primary to secondary 
school. Building on the existing “School 

Safety Liaison Network”, it would also 
establish a cross-school early warning 
platform for youth at risk, enabling the 
sharing of high-risk signals.

Third, deepen parenting education and 
compulsory intervention: Schools should 
organise parent workshops each semester 
focusing on emotional health and online 
behaviour, and introduce mandatory parenting 
guidance for parents of students exhibiting 
high-risk behaviours, helping them to 
recognise warning signs in their children.

Fourth, build a community protection 
network: Call on neighbours and local 
businesses to remain vigilant, and to report 
to the police immediately when they 
observe groups of young people gathering 
and behaving disruptively. At the same 
time, appeal to the public to refrain from 
downloading, liking, or sharing footage 
of bullying, and to refuse to become 
accomplices in causing further harm.

Finally, Ho encouraged victims and their 
parents to face the situation with courage. 
She said that Fu Luen’s family service 
centres and psychological therapy centres are 
staffed with professional social workers and 
psychotherapists who, under the principle of 
confidentiality, can provide comprehensive 
support in areas including legal resources, 
family relationships, and emotional 
counselling, working together to weave a 
strong safety net for traumatised children. 
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Women’s General Association of Macau (Fu Luen) Vice President Ho Ka Ian poses at Fu Luen 
headquarters on Rua do Campo on Friday.                – Photo: Armindo Neves 

Rui Pastorin
Over 280 participants gathered at Artyzen Grand Lapa 

Macau to commemorate International Yoga Day on Sunday.
International Yoga Day is annually celebrated on June 21 

and was established by the United Nations in 2014. This year, 
it took on the theme “Yoga for Healthy Ageing”.

The hotel has supported the event since 2018, according 
to a Sunday statement, with the celebration held at the resort’s 
outdoor lawn that same morning.

The statement highlighted that it also saw a “cross-sector 
collaboration” between hospitality, wellness professionals and 

community organisations.
It was organised by Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau in 

partnership with Yoga Light, the Yoga and Sports General 
Association of Macau, Joy Yoga, and Green Zone, and formed 
part of Artyzen Studio, which the statement noted is “a group-
wide platform established by Artyzen Hospitality Group “to 
bring together masters, artisans, and communities through 
meaningful cultural, creative and wellbeing experiences”.

Healthy refreshments and a curated health-food tasting 

experience were also part of the event, the statement said.
Rutger Verschuren, Area Vice President, Macau and 

Hengqin of Artyzen Hospitality Group and General Manager 
of Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau was quoted by the statement as 
saying:  “For eight years in a row, International Yoga Day is 
one of our most meaningful community wellness initiatives. 
We are delighted to welcome more than 280 participants this 
year under the theme ‘Yoga for Healthy Ageing’, reminding us 
that wellbeing matters at every stage of life”. 

Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau draws over 280 participants at Int’l Yoga Day event

This photo provided by Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau on Sunday shows participants in the  International Yoga Day celebration on 
its Outdoor Lawn. 
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Rui Pastorin
At the Maritime Museum near A-Ma Temple, close to a 

hundred colourful works are being showcased for the Macau 
Autism Association’s (MAA) 2026 “Life Everlasting” Art 
Exhibition.

With venue support from the museum, the free-admission 
touring exhibition, which opened on Saturday, is displayed 
on the ground floor until July 27.

Entering the venue, exhibitiongoers will be greeted 
by art pieces ranging from a variety of vibrantly painted 
three-dimensional trees and animals from the land and sea 
to a pop of colour from drawings and clay works, together 
temporarily joining the museum’s informative collection of 
all things related to maritime history, among others.

The exhibits in the ongoing art exhibition are presented 
across three themes: the Ocean, the Universe, and the Forest.

Each work was collaboratively created by the 

association’s members and artists from multiple partner 
social service organisations, a statement by MAA noted. 
Moreover, the works on show can also offer an insight into 
how children with autism observe the world around them, as 
noted by information displayed at the venue.

“Although individuals with autism face challenges in 
interpersonal communication, they possess rich and delicate 
inner worlds, boundless imagination, and a strong desire for 
emotional expression”, the MAA statement said, adding that 
art is used to create dialogue and break down stereotypes 
of the autism community, guiding viewers into the “unique 
spiritual perspectives of these young artists”.

The opening ceremony on Saturday was hosted at the 
museum and saw 50 attendees including parents, guests and 
other members of the public, the statement said.

MAA President Sun Choi Man said in her speech, as 
summarised by the statement, that through the exhibition, 

the association hopes to continue promoting social 
inclusion, enabling members of the public to “understand 
the autism community through art, and to spread acceptance 
and care across all levels of society”, looking forward to 
more platforms in the future.

Information displayed at the exhibition also introduces 
the variety of free art workshops that have been held by 
the association, which have received positive responses 
and drawn many participants comprising members and 
parents. The information notes that events have been held 
in conjunction with public welfare organisations. The 
statement noted that they hope to launch more initiatives 
and exchange opportunities.

Members of the public can find the exhibition on the 
ground floor of the museum, which is open from Wednesday 
through Monday, and closed on Tuesdays. One can visit 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with the last entry at 5:30 p.m.

Macau Autism Association presents nearly 
100 works at Maritime Museum 

Photos: Rui Pastorin
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This unlocated handout photo provided by the Health Bureau (SSM) recently shows World Health 
Organisation (WHO) senior official Kim Sung-chol presenting an overview of the global situation of 
traditional medicine on June 13. 

WHO, local govt co-host seminar on TCM safety, 
acupuncture to quit smoking 

Khalel Vallo
The 18th China and Portuguese-speaking 

Countries Cultural Week will be held from 
this Saturday through to July 10 under 
the theme “Sino-Lusophone Cultural 

Encounters, Friendship Without Borders”.

The event features a programme 

of performances, exhibitions, cultural 

exchanges and gastronomy activities across 

Macau, Qinghai and Beijing, the Permanent 

Secretariat of the Forum for Economic 

and Trade Cooperation between China and 

Portuguese-speaking Countries (Macao) – 
also known as Forum Macao – announced 
in a press conference yesterday at the 

headquarters of Forum Macao in Nam Van.

The press conference was hosted by 

the Secretary-General of the Permanent 

Secretariat, Ji Xianzheng, alongside Deputy 

Secretaries-General Xie Ying and Danilo 

Henriques, who introduced the main 

activities of this year’s edition.

Organised and coordinated by Forum 

Macao, the event aims to strengthen cultural 

exchanges between China and the world’s 

nine Portuguese-speaking countries (PSCs) 
while striving to reinforce Macau’s role as 

a platform connecting China and the PSCs.

Speaking at the press conference, Ji 
said that the event continues the “three-city 

linkage” model adopted in recent years, 
whilst further improving professionalism and 

enhancing the distinct characteristics of the 

cultural week through cooperation between 
Macau and Chinese mainland cities.

According to a statement by Forum 

Macao yesterday, this year’s programme 

retains its traditional artistic performances, 

cultural visits and Portuguese-speaking 
countries food showcase, whilst introducing 

a new handicrafts exhibition featuring works 
from PSCs. The statement noted that the 

organisers will also support the China and 

Portuguese-speaking Countries Youth Short 
Video Competition, aiming to create a new 

audiovisual cooperation platform focused on 

youth creativity and digital communication.

Local activities will begin this Friday 

with the launch of the “Portuguese-

speaking Countries Gastronomy Showcase”, 
the statement noted. Meanwhile, the 

“Portuguese-speaking Countries Handicrafts 
Exhibition” will open at the Municipal 

Affairs Bureau (IAM) Gallery, opposite the 
city’s main square, Largo do Senado, next 

Monday and run until July 5.
However, Ji pointed out that because 

recent Ebola outbreaks have emerged in 
some countries, the Macau Health Bureau 

(SSM) has issued a prevention warning to 
stop the virus from spreading. Based on the 

bureau’s warning, the organisers had to make 
a difficult decision to ensure the safety of all 
participants and the general public, Ji said.

Ji revealed that Angola will not participate 

in this year’s event, considering the bureau’s 

warning. The World Health Organisation 

(WHO) considers Angola high-risk as far 
as Ebola is concerned. However, no Ebola 

case has so far been confirmed, according to 
international newswire reports.

Ji noted that Forum Macao will remain 

in close contact with relevant personnel to 

coordinate prevention efforts, adding that 

public safety, health, and prevention are the 

top priorities, with the goal of ensuring that 

every participant can enjoy the event in a 

safe and peaceful environment.

The official opening ceremony of the 
Macau programme will take place next 
Tuesday in Largo do Senado, followed 

by music and dance performances from 

the Chinese mainland and PSCs for two 

consecutive evenings, the statement 

highlighted. The statement underlined 

that the Qinghai programme will centre in 

Xining’s Tangdao 637 Square, aiming to 
combine cultural performances with trade 

promotion and tourism activities.

Xining is the capital of Qinghai. The 

northeastern province has six million 

inhabitants.

Meanwhile, Beijing’s events will be held 

in Chaoyang Park’s Beike (“Shell”) Theatre 
Plaza, focusing on cultural exchange 

activities and artistic performances. 

China, PSCs Cultural Week to return with 
activities in Macau, Qinghai & Beijing

 Secretary-General of Forum Macao’s Permanent 
Secretariat Ji Xianzheng addresses yesterday’s 
18th China and Portuguese-speaking Countries 
Cultural Week press conference at the 
organisation’s headquarters in Nam Van.  
                 – Photo: Khalel Vallo

Khalel Vallo
According to a recent statement by the 

Health Bureau (SSM), nearly 200 traditional 
Chinese medicine (TCM) practitioners, health-

care professionals and students attended a 

seminar jointly organised by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) and the local govern-

ment, aimed at strengthening clinical safety 

standards and enhancing the role of acupunc-

ture in helping people to quit smoking.
The seminar, titled “Ensuring Clinical 

Safety and Quality in Chinese Medicine-

cum-Special Seminar on Acupuncture and 

Moxibustion for Smoking Cessation”*, was 
co-organised by the WHO and the local 

government, with support from the WHO 

Collaborating Centre for Traditional Medicine 

(Macau) under the Health Bureau on June 13. 
Addressing the opening ceremony, SSM 

Deputy Director Cheang Seng Ip said the 

government continues to promote tobacco 

control through legislation, enforcement, 

public awareness campaigns and smoking 
cessation initiatives as part of the goals 

outlined in the “Healthy Macau Blueprint”, 

the statement said.

Cheang noted that acupuncture offers 

a safe treatment option with relatively few 

side effects and can help reduce withdrawal 

symptoms while improving emotional well-

being and sleep quality among individuals 

attempting to quit smoking, the statement 
noted, adding he expressed hope that the 

seminar would strengthen the clinical 

capabilities of local TCM practitioners and 

make Chinese medicine services safer, more 
reliable and more accessible. 

Meanwhile, WHO senior official Kim 
Sung-chol delivered a presentation on global 

traditional medicine developments, outlining 

the vision and priorities of the “WHO Global 

Traditional Medicine Strategy 2025–2034”, 
the statement said, adding that he also praised 

Macau’s achievements in advancing TCM.

The programme combined theoretical 

knowledge with clinical demonstrations and 
case studies, receiving positive feedback 
from participants, the statement pointed 

out. In addition, the bureau recently held a 

clinical practice meeting on acupuncture to 

aid people wishing to quit smoking at the 
Hengqin Macau New Neighbourhood Health 

Station, bringing together experts from the 

Chinese mainland, Hong Kong and Macau to 

exchange experiences on treatment pathways, 

service models, efficacy monitoring and 
safety management, the statement said.

According to the organisers, the seminar 

and accompanying professional exchanges rein-

forced Macau’s efforts to develop TCM services 

while supporting broader tobacco control objec-

tives. Participants described the programme as 

“practical and informative”, offering valuable 

insights into WHO policies and international 

practices in traditional medicine and smoking 
cessation, the statement noted. 

*Moxibustion is a traditional TCM 
therapy that involves burning a small, spongy 
herb known as moxa (ground, dried mugwort 
leaves) on or near specific acupuncture points 
on the body. The primary goal is to stimulate 
the flow of “qi” (vital energy), warm the 
meridians (energy pathways), and dispel cold 
or dampness to promote healing. – Gemini 
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Tony Wong
An 87-year-old local man inflicted with 

chronic diseases died of influenza A on 
Sunday, the Health Bureau (SSM) announced 
in a statement last night.

According to the statement, the patient 
came down with a fever and cough on 
Monday last week, after which he sought 
treatment at the public Conde de São Januário 
Hospital Centre the next day as his symptoms 
persisted.

Afterwards, he was diagnosed with 
influenza A complicated with pneumonia and 
was hospitalised. He died on Sunday after his 
condition worsened.

Man, 73, critical with influenza B
Meanwhile, the statement also announced 

that a 73-year-old local man inflicted with 
chronic diseases was in a critical condition last 
night after being infected with influenza B.

The man came down with a fever and 

cough on June 9 and then sought treatment at 
the public Macao Union Hospital in Cotai. 

As his symptoms persisted, he sought 
treatment at the hospital again on June 11 where 
he was diagnosed with influenza B complicated 
with pneumonia and was hospitalised.

As his symptoms subsequently worsened, 
he was put on a ventilator and was transferred 
to the intensive care unit (ICU).

He was in a critical condition at the time 
of last night’s statement.

According to the statement, neither of 
the two men travelled outside Macau during 
the incubation period. Neither of them had 
received a seasonal influenza jab. None of 
their respective family members had come 
down with similar symptoms at the time of 
last night’s statement.

Woman, 64, critical with 
COVID-19

Meanwhile, a separate SSM statement 

last night announced that a 64-year-old local 
woman inflicted with chronic diseases was 
in a critical condition last night after being 
infected with COVID-19.

The woman came down with a fever and 
cough on Monday last week and then sought 
treatment at the private Kiang Wu Hospital 
where she tested positive for COVID-19.

As her symptoms persisted, she sought 
treatment at the hospital again on Sunday 
where she was diagnosed with pneumonia. 
Later that day, she was transferred to the ICU 
of the public Conde de São Januário Hospital 
Centre where she was put on a ventilator.

She was in a critical condition at the time 
of last night’s statement.

The woman did not travel outside Macau 
during the incubation period.

The statement said that the woman had 
never received a COVID-19 jab. None of her 
family members had come down with similar 
symptoms at the time of last night’s statement. Image courtesy of WHO – Western Pacific Region

Man, 87, dies of in!uenza A

On-duty police o"cer assaulted 
by 7 men, smartphone robbed

Continued from p.1
On Thursday night, the PJ officer was 

conducting a criminal investigation alone 
outside a casino-hotel resort in Cotai when 
the first suspect, Lai, approached him 
suddenly together with eight other men.

Because the men approached him 
abruptly and to prevent any disruption to his 
ongoing work, the PJ officer refrained from 
revealing his identity right away. Instead, he 
tried to contact his colleagues and leave the 
scene.

The PJ investigation found that Lai 
questioned the officer about why he was 
there, immediately after which the other 
six suspects rushed forward and surrounded 
him. Uansunam, from Thailand, put the 
officer in a chokehold from behind to 
restrain him, while the others pinned him 
down. Cheang and Leong stepped forward 
to punch and slap the officer. Cheang then 
snatched the officer’s smartphone and left 
the scene.

Afterwards, the victim revealed his 
identity as a PJ officer. Lai then changed his 
attitude, claiming he could help the officer 
locate his smartphone, in order to buy time 
and allow the others to flee. Lai also took 
the opportunity to leave while the officer 
was notifying his superiors and searching 
his smartphone.

The officer later recovered his 
smartphone – worth 4,500 patacas – nearby, 

but it had been severely damaged. He was 
taken to hospital for outpatient treatment, 
and a medical examination confirmed he 
suffered minor bruises to his neck and 
hands.

After the assault, the Judiciary Police 
separately intercepted nine men at various 
locations in Taipa and Coloane on Saturday. 
Following an initial investigation, police 
gathered sufficient evidence indicating that 
only seven of them were connected to the 
case.

The seven suspects have been transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office (MP) for 
further questioning and investigation, facing 
charges of robbery, causing bodily harm and 
property damage. The case file submitted to 
the Public Prosecutions Office lists the other 
two men as witnesses.

Asked by reporters why the PJ officer 
was carrying out investigative duties 
alone at the scene, the spokesman said the 
relevant details could not be disclosed due 
to the Judiciary Police’s investigative and 
operational deployments.

The spokesman also said police records 
indicated that none of the seven suspects 
had previously committed similar offences.

Although the seven suspects know each 
other, they did not know the victim. Police 
were still investigating the exact motive for 
attacking the officer at the time of yesterday’s 
press conference, the spokesman said. 

Pieces of evidence comprising the seven suspects’ shoes, their smartphones, and the victim’s severely 
damaged smartphone are displayed at the pressroom of the PJ headquarters yesterday.    
                       – Photo: Maria Cheang Ut Meng

Analysis
BEIJING – In 1983, the first Santana 

sedan, a Volkswagen model that would later 
sweep the Chinese market, rolled off an 
assembly line in Shanghai, marking a new 
phase of China’s car-making drive. Foreign 
automakers brought production lines and 
manufacturing know-how, producing models 
that were popular in their home markets.

More than four decades later, China has 
become the world’s largest auto market. While 
joint ventures continue to work with Chinese 
carmakers and foreign brands still account 
for a significant share of car sales, research is 
now conducted and products developed more 
closely aligned with the evolving needs of 
Chinese consumers.

This year, Volkswagen and Chinese 
new energy vehicle (NEV) maker XPeng 
have begun mass production of their first 
jointly developed model. Mercedes-Benz 
has upgraded its Shanghai research & 
development (R&D) center into a global 
innovation hub. BMW executives have 
visited Great Wall Motor to explore deeper 
technology cooperation.

Behind these shifts lies a fundamental 
transformation. Backed by rapid advances 
and technological prowess in NEVs, China is 
emerging as a leading source of automotive 
innovation and is helping reshape the global 
automotive industry.

REWRITING THE RULES
Chinese consumers are increasingly 

opting for NEVs, attracted by lower prices, 
reduced running costs and rapid technological 
advancements. Recent sales figures confirm 
NEVs are steadily gaining popularity.

Data released by the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers on June 10 
showed NEV sales in May reached 1.496 
million units, up 14.4 percent year on year. 
NEVs accounted for 56.9 percent of all new 
vehicle sales, up from 40.9 percent in 2024 
and 50.8 percent in 2025.

In contrast, gasoline-powered models fell 
out of China’s top 10 passenger vehicle retail 
sales rankings in May.

Hua Guowei, a professor at Beijing 
Jiaotong University, attributed the shift 
to multiple factors. “High oil prices have 
accelerated consumers’ move toward electric 
vehicles, while technological advances 

have eased concerns over driving range and 
charging convenience,” he said. “Meanwhile, 
younger consumers have also embraced 
intelligent electric vehicles at a much faster 
pace.”

“NEVs are becoming increasingly price-
competitive with gasoline cars,” said Jiang 
Tianci, president of the Anhui automobile 
dealers association, noting that the widespread 
adoption of new manufacturing technologies 
has steadily reduced production costs.

Beyond performance and cost-
effectiveness, Chinese NEVs are also 
redefining the in-cabin experience, with 
lounge-style interiors, advanced infotainment 
systems, and comfort features transforming 
vehicles into digital living spaces. These 
innovations are increasingly winning over 
consumers.

As the market tilts toward electric 
vehicles, the question facing multinational 
automakers that once dominated the era of 
internal combustion engines is no longer 
whether to adapt, but how.

CREATED WITH CHINA
The new landscape in the automotive 

industry is evident in the strategies adopted 
by multinational automakers.

On April 8, Volkswagen unveiled three 
new models as part of its latest push in 
China, its largest single market. The German 
automaker plans to launch 13 NEV models 
in China this year, covering battery electric, 
plug-in hybrid and range-extended vehicles. 
By 2029, it expects to introduce more than 30 
all-new NEV models in the country.

“This is the Volkswagen Group’s largest-
ever electric mobility offensive in China,” 
said Ralf Brandstätter, chairman and CEO of 
Volkswagen Group China.

Much of that ambition is being driven 
by innovation partnerships in China. One 
of the three models unveiled in April was 
jointly developed with XPeng, while the 
other two came from Volkswagen’s joint 
ventures with domestic automakers FAW and 
SAIC. Volkswagen and XPeng have also co-
developed the China Electronic Architecture, 
with the first model based on the platform 
scheduled to hit the market later this year.

Such collaboration reflects a broader trend 
sweeping the industry.

– Continued on p.7
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Unlike decades ago, when foreign 
automakers mainly established joint ventures 
to manufacture cars for the Chinese market, 
today’s cooperation runs much deeper. From 
integrating into China’s digital ecosystem, to 
forming strategic alliances with local partners, 
multinational carmakers are increasingly 
embedding in China’s innovation and supply 
chains.

Dongfeng Motor, headquartered in 
Wuhan, central China’s Hubei Province, has 
maintained partnerships with Nissan and 
Honda for decades. Facing fierce competition 
brought by electrification, the Japanese brands 
have opted to deepen cooperation, tapping 
Dongfeng’s strengths in NEV and intelligent 
connected vehicle technologies.

The old pattern of exchanging market 
access for technology has become history, 
said Yang Qing, chairman of Dongfeng 
Motor. “Chinese and foreign automakers are 
pooling their strengths and co-creating new 
value through shared innovation,” he said.

The industry has moved from “Made in 
China” to “Created with China,” analysts said.

Mercedes-Benz has established its 
most comprehensive R&D network outside 
Germany in China. Toyota has adopted a 
unique chief engineer system that grants 
Chinese engineers authority over product 
development. Renault has upgraded its China 
R&D center into a global technology-export 
hub.

“Joint research, technological 
collaboration and joint exploration of global 
markets are becoming the new mainstream 

of cooperation,” said Yang Zhi, dean of 
the School of Management at Huazhong 
University of Science and Technology. 
“These trends will continue to reshape the 
global automotive industry.”

DEFINING THE FUTURE
For multinational automakers, China has 

become a strategic hub that increasingly sets 
the pace for the global market.

Volkswagen Group CEO Oliver Blume 
said China plays a central role in the 
company’s path toward becoming a global 
technology leader in the automotive industry. 
“The progress we achieve here strengthens 
our competitiveness worldwide.”

Guan Mingyu, senior partner and leader 
of McKinsey’s automotive practice in China, 
likens the Chinese market to a gymnasium for 
the global auto industry.

“China is not only the world’s largest 
automotive market, but also a place where 
companies build muscle,” he said. “Those that 
succeed in China will be better prepared for 
competition elsewhere. Those that fail to keep 
up here are likely to face pressure globally.”

According to Yang Zhi, China’s role has 
expanded far beyond that of a sales market and 
the country is now deeply involved in vehicle 
model definition, technology development 
and industry standard-setting.

Backed by its vast consumer base, complete 
industrial chains and rapidly evolving 
intelligent vehicle technologies, China is 
increasingly shaping the ideas, products and 
direction of the global automotive industry, 
Yang said.    – Xinhua

NEW DELHI – Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
yesterday met with Qadir Nizamipour, deputy 
secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council, in New Delhi.

During the meeting, Wang, also a member 
of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party 
of China Central Committee and director of 
the Office of the Central Commission for 
Foreign Affairs, said that China welcomes 
the launch of follow-up consultations – 
with the assistance of Pakistan and Qatar – 
between Iran and the United States based on 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
signed between the two countries, as well as 
the consensus reached on the mechanism for 
the next phase of negotiation.

The core provisions of the 14-point 

MoU are hard-won, said Wang, adding that 
effectively maintaining and implementing 
the MoU will help consolidate the hard-won 
ceasefire situation, open up new prospects for 
Iran-US relations, and help bring peace back 
to the Middle East region, said Wang.

Wang noted that China, as a comprehensive 
strategic partner of Iran, has always maintained a 
fair position and supported all efforts conducive 
to peace, supported Iran in safeguarding its 
sovereignty, security and national dignity, and 
supported Iran in improving relations with the 
Gulf countries and regional countries.

China is willing to continue to provide 
assistance in its own way and play a 
constructive role in restoring regional peace 
and tranquility at an early date, he added.

China has always viewed and advanced 
China-Iran relations from a strategic and 
long-term perspective, and is willing to work 
with Iran to enhance high-level exchanges, 
consolidate political mutual trust, deepen 
practical cooperation and promote the steady 
and long-term development of bilateral 
relations, said Wang.

On his part, Nizamipour briefed on the 
latest situation in the Middle East and the 
negotiations between Iran and the United 
States. He expressed the hope that China can 
continue to play an important role in facilitating 
the effective implementation of the first-phase 
MoU between Iran and the United States.

Nizamipour said that Iran has always 
attached great importance to its relations with 

China and highly appreciates the positive 
role China has played in international and 
regional affairs, adding that deepening the 
comprehensive strategic partnership between 
the two countries is the consensus of all 
sectors in Iran.

Iran firmly adheres to the one-China 
principle and is willing to further enhance 
exchanges at all levels with China, strengthen 
mutual support, tap cooperation potential, 
and enhance collaboration under multilateral 
frameworks such as BRICS to jointly address 
common challenges, Nizamipour said.

Both Wang and Nizamipour are in New 
Delhi to attend the 16th Meeting of BRICS 
National Security Advisors and High 
Representatives on National Security. – Xinhua

Wang Yi meets Iran’s Supreme National Security Council 
deputy secretary

JAKARTA – A stronger ASEAN-China 
partnership is necessary amid growing 
global uncertainty, ASEAN Secretary-
General Kao Kim Hourn said yesterday in 
Jakarta, calling on the two sides to deepen 
cooperation to promote peace, prosperity, 
and sustainable development in the region 
and beyond.

Kao made the remarks at the Jakarta 
Forum 2026, held in commemoration of 
the fifth anniversary of the ASEAN-China 
comprehensive strategic partnership.

He said ASEAN-China relations have 
shown a consistent capacity to evolve and 
become more dynamic. China and ASEAN 
have remained each other’s major trading 
partners, with bilateral trade exceeding 
US$1 trillion in 2025.

Kao noted that geopolitical tensions 
are becoming more complex, economic 
fragmentation is accelerating, climate 
pressures are intensifying, and technological 
advances are outrunning many governance 
frameworks. Against this backdrop, he said, 
a stronger ASEAN-China partnership “is not 
merely desirable – it is indeed necessary.”

Looking ahead, Kao said ASEAN and 
China should focus on five priorities: peace 
and stability, digital transformation and 

innovation, energy cooperation, resilience 
against transnational threats, and people-
to-people connectivity.

A more robust and productive ASEAN-
China partnership must be forward-looking, 
practical, inclusive and people-centered, he 
said.

Chinese Ambassador to ASEAN Wang 
Qing said in his remarks that China and 
ASEAN are close neighbors with a shared 
future, and only by pulling together can 
the two sides promote sound and steady 
development.

Wang said China and ASEAN should 
remain committed to openness and 
cooperation, accelerate the implementation 
of the China-ASEAN Free Trade Area 
3.0 Upgrade Protocol, build a more open 
regional common market, and enhance 
regional food and energy security as well 
as supply chain stability through mutually 
beneficial cooperation.

He called on the two sides to expand 
cooperation in the digital economy, artificial 
intelligence, climate response, clean energy, 
the blue economy and agriculture, so that 
all people in the region can benefit from 
inclusive development and modernization.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – The Chinese mainland saw 
25,297 newly established foreign-invested 
firms in the first five months of 2026, a year-
on-year increase of 5.3 percent, according 
to data released yesteday by the Ministry of 
Commerce (MOC).

During this period, actual foreign direct 
investment (FDI) inflow totaled 327.29 
billion yuan (US$48.0 billion), down 8.6 
percent year on year. However, FDI in May 
alone rose 5.9 percent year on year, the data 
showed.

By sector, manufacturing attracted 86.97 
billion yuan in actual FDI during the five-
month period, while the services sector drew 
234.15 billion yuan. Actual FDI in high-tech 
industries expanded 19.4 percent year on year 
to 130.14 billion yuan in this period.

Notably, investment from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Malaysia, Switzerland and 
the United States surged by 285.5 percent, 
108.6 percent, 49.4 percent and 17.3 percent 
year on year, respectively, during this same 
period, the data revealed.   – Xinhua

An exhibitor showcases a modular AI companion robot at TCL’s booth during the Fourth China 
International Supply Chain Expo in Beijing yesterday. Themed on “Connecting the World for a 
Shared Future,” the expo opened yesterday. TCL Technology Group Corp. is a partially state-owned 
electronics company headquartered in Huizhou City, Guangdong Province.   – Xinhua 
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SEOUL – A South Korean court 

sentenced a former justice minister 

to 25 years in prison yesterday 

for his role in ex-president Yoon 

Suk Yeol’s brief and disastrous 

declaration of martial law in 2024.

Park Sung-jae was found guilty 

of involvement in “insurrection” by 

the Seoul Central District Court, 

according to a recording of the 

verdict shared online.

Yoon’s late-night martial law 

declaration in December 2024 

lasted only about six hours as 

lawmakers raced to the assembly 

building and voted it down in an 

emergency session.

He has since been convicted of 

leading an insurrection and is in 

detention while appealing against a 

life sentence.

Yoon was also given a 30-

year jail term this month for 

sending drones to North Korea to 

“manufacture a national crisis” to 

justify his martial law declaration.

Park held a meeting of justice 

ministry officials in the early hours 
after the martial law declaration and 

checked on prison capacity should 

the authorities arrest anti-government 

figures, prosecutors said.
“Due to the actions of the 

defendant, the country nearly faced 

a situation in which the people’s 

fundamental rights and the basic 

order of liberal democracy could 

have been violated,” presiding 

judge Lee Jin-gwan said yesterday.

As justice minister, Park 

“ignored the various opinions that 

had been raised at the meeting 

regarding the illegality of the 

December 3 insurrection”, Lee said.

‘Abuse of power’
Prosecutors had sought a 20-

year sentence for Park, arguing that 

he had “reduced the law to a tool of 

insurrection in his abuse of power and 

posed a challenge to the rule of law”.

Park, who had been standing 

trial without detention, was taken 

into custody following the ruling.

Yoon’s shock late-night national 

televised address plunged South Korea 

into an unprecedented political crisis.

It triggered protests, sent the 

stock market plunging and caught 

key allies such as the United States 

off guard.

A circle of Yoon subordinates 

has been given hefty sentences.

Former prime minister Han 

Duck-soo, who once toyed with 

a presidential run, is serving a 15-

year prison sentence, and former 

interior minister Lee Sang-min was 

jailed for nine years.

Former defence minister Kim 

Yong-hyun was sentenced to three 

years in prison last week for revealing 

classified military information in 
furtherance of the insurrection.

Yoon’s wife, Kim Keon Hee is 

also serving a four-year term for stock 

manipulation and bribery unrelated to 

the martial law fiasco.      – AFP

MANILA – A 10-year-old boy 

was killed and two other children 

were injured after an unexploded 

40mm mortar projectile they found in 

a river exploded in Cotabato province 

in the southern Philippines before 

noon yesterday, local police said.

Police said the victims were 

swimming in a river in the 

municipality of Arakan when 

they discovered the unexploded 

ordnance.

According to investigators, the 

children struck the projectile with a 

rock, triggering an explosion.

The 10-year-old boy died from 

injuries sustained in the blast, 

police said. The two injured victims 

were an eight-year-old girl and an 

11-year-old boy. They were taken to 

a hospital for treatment.      – Xinhua

Noel Sianosa with Pam Castro in 
Manila

TACLOBAN, Philippines – 

Two students opened fire yesterday 
inside a school in the central 

Philippines, a rare campus shooting 

that killed three teens and wounded 

seven others, police said.

The two alleged shooters, 

aged 15 and 14, were in custody 

after firing “randomly” in San 
Jose National High School, police 

Lieutenant Evalyn Diaz told AFP 

of the violence that sent terrified 
students running for cover.

A Glock 9mm pistol used in 

the shooting was registered to a 

policewoman in the region, national 

police spokesman Allen Rae Co told 

a media briefing, adding that she 
was taken into custody.

Over 40 empty shells were 

found at the scene, police added.

Irvin Nogar, a 52-year-old social 

studies teacher, told AFP he was in 

the middle of a class at the school in 

Leyte province’s Tacloban City when 

he heard several “loud gun shots”.

“I saw a shooter walking towards 

our area, so I told the students to be 

calm and hide under their desks, 

and I locked the door... They were 

crying and in panic.”

Jennelyn Badoria, mother of a 

slain 15-year-old student, told AFP 

she believed whoever had given 

the shooters access to guns must be 

held accountable.

“I’m asking that the gun 

owners be charged, because the 

guns wouldn’t have ended up in 

the children’s hands if it weren’t 

for them,” she said in an interview 

outside the school.

Co, the police spokesman, also 

revealed the other weapon used in 

the shooting, a .38 calibre pistol, 

was registered to a security agency 

in Cebu City.

‘Grief and fear’
As of late afternoon, no updates 

had been given on the status of 

the seven wounded students, who 

were receiving treatment at a local 

hospital. An earlier police tally had 

placed their number at five.
Diaz, the police lieutenant, said 

they had heard “bullying was the 

motive” of the shooting, but that 

the two alleged assailants were still 

being questioned.

“They are still in the police 

station undergoing questioning in 

the presence of their parents because 

they are minors,” she said.

A 2022 Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and 

Development report found over half 

of Filipino boys and 43 percent of 

girls reported being bullied “at least 

a few times a month” - more than 

double the rate of OECD countries.

The Philippine Department of 

Education issued a statement calling 

it a “high-alert situation”.

“Our Central Office officials, 
alongside regional and division office 
personnel, are active on the ground, 

coordinating closely with school 

authorities and law enforcement to 

secure the premises,” it said.

While school shootings are 

a rarity in the Philippines, seven 

students were wounded last month 

in a knife attack by an older student 

in Cavite province.

President Ferdinand Marcos’s 

spokeswoman yesterday said the 

president had been “saddened by 

what happened”.

“Anyone, especially the parents 

of the victims, would feel grief and 

fear,” Claire Castro told reporters, 

adding that unspecified measures 
were being taken to ensure safety at 

public spaces including schools.

In 2022, three people, including 

a former city mayor, were killed 

in a shooting incident before a 

graduation ceremony at Ateneo de 

Manila University in the Philippine 

capital.

It was later determined to have 

been an assassination driven by 

“personal motives”.

Legal gun ownership is tightly 

regulated in the Southeast Asian 

country, but a large black market 

exists for firearms.      – AFP

PUTRAJAYA, Malaysia – 

Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar 

Ibrahim pledged stronger protections 

for Bangladeshi migrant workers 

yesterday, after a series of labour 

abuses affecting the Southeast Asian 

nation’s largest foreign workforce.

Around 800,000 Bangladeshis 

work in Malaysia, making up 

a third of the country’s migrant 

workforce, who have faced unpaid 

wages and recruitment scams that 

left many job seekers stranded after 

paying hefty recruitment fees.

Speaking at a joint press con-

ference with Bangladeshi Prime 

Minister Tarique Rahman, Anwar 

described “human resources coop-

eration, particularly the workers” 

as “critical for our survival”.

“This continued use of workers 

being exploited, ill-treated... purely 

for personal or company gains 

cannot be tolerated,” Anwar said.

Rahman, who is on his first 
foreign trip since he was elected 

Bangladesh’s prime minister in 

February, urged that recruitment 

be made “transparent, fair and 

affordable” with a reduction in the 

number of intermediaries.

Late last year, UN human rights 

experts warned of “continued 

exploitation, deception, and 

deepening debt bondage” facing 

Bangladeshi migrant workers in 

Malaysia.

“We urge both governments 

to intensify their efforts to ensure 

that migrant workers are not 

criminalised or re-victimised, and 

that fraudulent recruitment agencies 

and other responsible actors are held 

accountable,” the experts said in a 

statement issued in Geneva.

Rahman was set to depart late 

yesterday for China on the second 

leg of his trip.

In Beijing, trade and 

infrastructure projects will be on the 

agenda, according to Bangladeshi 

foreign ministry officials.
Rahman’s inaugural trip 

abroad is bypassing neighbouring 

India, with whom relations have 

been strained since a 2024 uprising 

toppled the government of then-

prime minister Sheikh Hasina, an 

ally of New Delhi.

Ties improved after Rahman 

won elections and took over 

in February from the interim 

administration that had led the 

country of 170 million people 

since Hasina’s ouster.

But frictions remain. Hasina 

has been in hiding in India 

since fleeing the revolution and 
Bangladesh has repeatedly sought 

her extradition.     – AFP

Firefighters try to douse a fire that broke 
out at a coaching institute in Lucknow, India 
yesterday.
A fire at a building housing a library and 
coaching centre for college students in India 
killed at least 14 people yesterday, officials 
said.
The fire in Lucknow, the capital city of 
northern Uttar Pradesh state, started 
from the middle floor of the three-storey 
commercial building located in a residential 
area and soon spread to other levels.
“Fourteen children from happy families were 
killed in the incident,” the state’s deputy 
chief minister, Brajesh Pathak, told reporters, 
adding four others were injured in the blaze.
It was not clear whether all of the dead were 
students.                  – AFP

Skateboarders form a human chain as they hitch a ride from a motorcyclist on Go 
Skateboarding Day in Surabaya on Sunday.           – AFP

Rare Philippine school shooting kills 3 teens, wounds 7

Malaysia vows to up 
Bangladeshi workers’ 

rights as PM visits

S Korea jails ex-justice minister for 25 years 
over martial law disaster

Boy killed, 2 children hurt in Philippine 
mortar explosion
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BANGKOK – Thailand has 

formally accepted Cambodia’s 

notification to enter into compulsory 
conciliation proceedings under the 

United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) regarding 

their long-standing maritime 

boundary dispute, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs said yesterday.

During a press briefing, Maratee 
Nalita Andamo, acting director-general 

of the Department of Information under 

the ministry, said Thailand’s response 

last Friday, submitted following 

Cambodia’s initial transmission on 

June 2, officially marks its entry into 
the proceedings.

Maratee said the Thai 

government has emphasized that 

its primary objective is to limit the 

process solely to the delimitation 

of the overlapping maritime 

boundary under UNCLOS.

She noted that the non-

binding nature of conciliation will 

ultimately serve as a mechanism 

to return both nations to bilateral 

negotiations, an approach Thailand 

has advocated from the outset.

The proceedings will follow 

a strict timeline mandated under 

UNCLOS guidelines. Within 30 

days of Thailand’s response, the 

four appointed conciliators from 

both sides must select a fifth 
member to serve as the chair of the 

conciliation commission.

According to the ministry, 

the subsequent review process is 

anticipated to take approximately 

12 months, unless both parties 

mutually agree to an extension.

The commission will ultimately 

issue a report containing key 

recommendations. While the 

outcome is not a legal judgment and 

is not legally binding, it is designed 

to serve as a framework for an 

amicable, mutually acceptable 

solution, Maratee said.     

 – Xinhua

AFGHANISTAN – The Taliban 

government’s morality police 

detained about 20 aid workers 

near the Iran-Afghanistan border 

because their beards were not long 

enough, three sources from aid 

organisations told AFP yesterday.

The Taliban authorities in 

Kabul rule according to a strict 

interpretation of Islamic law and 

have said men must grow beards 

longer than a fist.
The staff detained were working 

on Saturday near the Islam Qala 

border crossing for organisations 

that cooperate with the United 

Nations, according to internal 

statements shared by two aid 

workers on condition of anonymity 

because of security reasons.

The morality police arrested 

“national male staff members from UN 

implementing partner organisations 

at the Islam Qala Reception Centre 

due to trimmed or shaved beards”, 

said one of the internal statements 

from the International Organisation 

for Migration (IOM).

Some of the aid workers were 

released the same day, while the 

rest were freed the following day, 

the statement said.

The Propagation of Virtue and 

the Prevention of Vice Ministry 

(PVPV) did not comment on the 

incident when contacted by AFP.

However, the manager of 

morality police officers in Herat 
province denied the detentions.

“No one from NGOs has been 

arrested or imprisoned,” Ziauddin 

Taib told AFP.

He said PVPV officials had, 
however, arrested five government 

employees from various 

departments over their short beards.

A third aid worker told AFP the 

morality police entered a facility 

“at the Islam Qala border, arrested 

20 people who were employees of 

various service-providing agencies 

at the border”.

Those detained on Saturday were 

transferred to Kohsan district, the aid 

worker said on condition of anonymity 

because of safety concerns.

The majority of people in 

Afghanistan are practising Muslims, 

but residents of major cities could 

choose their own appearance before 

Taliban authorities returned to 

power in 2021.

In areas where Taliban fighters 
were battling US-backed forces, 

men would grow beards either out 

of fear or by choice.    – AFP

SYDNEY – Australian police 

seized a record 2.7 tonnes of 

cocaine hidden in plastic tubs buried 

underground on the outskirts of 

Sydney, detectives said yesterday.

It was the largest cocaine haul in 

Australian history, a joint organised 

crime investigation force said in a 

statement.

Police allege a Sydney-based 

organised crime group arranged for a 

foreign vessel to offload the cocaine 
in northern Queensland before 

moving it to Sydney for distribution.

“Investigations into the origin 

of the drugs remain ongoing, and 

we will work with our international 

and domestic law enforcement 

partners to identify the criminal 

syndicates,” Australian Federal 

Police Commander Stephen Jay said.

The cocaine would have been 

worth more than Aus$800 (US$560 

million) in street sales – money that 

“won’t make it into the pockets of 

organised crime”, he told a news 

conference.

An alleged mother vessel 

suspected to be part of the illicit 

drug importation into Queensland, 

the MV Wealth, has been detained 

by authorities in the Solomon 

Islands for further investigation, 

police said.

Pacific Island states have become a 
transit point for lucrative black market 

cocaine and methamphetamine 

shipments to Australia and New 

Zealand from as far as South America 

and Southeast Asia.

Police discovered the cocaine 

on Friday in plastic tubs buried in 

underground bunkers that were 

concealed by false floors.
It was found at the back of a 

property in Londonderry, a semi-

rural northwestern suburb of greater 

Sydney.

Officers arrested two men aged 
21 and 25 who allegedly tried to run 

away.

Each of the men was charged with 

possessing a commercial quantity 

of an unlawfully imported drug - 

an offence that carries a maximum 

penalty of life imprisonment.

Six others allegedly involved 

in the importation of the cocaine 

had previously been arrested and 

charged with offences related to 

illicit drugs possession, police said.

Cocaine-related deaths in 

Australia surged 28 percent to a 

record 141 in 2024, according to an 

annual report on overdoses released 

this month by the Penington 

Institute, which researches drug use.

– AFP

MELBOURNE – Extreme 

weather is increasingly threatening 

seal pups and seabird chicks during 

critical early life stages, according to 

new research in southeast Australia.

The study, analyzing long-term 

data from 14 colonies across Aus-

tralia’s island state of Tasmania and 

Bass Strait, found heatwaves, heavy 

rain and storm surges are reducing 

breeding success in Australian fur 

seals, short-tailed shearwaters and 

shy albatross, according to a release 

from the University of Tasmania 

(UTAS) yesterday.

“This matters because these 

species only raise one pup or chick 

each year, so repeated breeding 

failures can put a colony or 

population’s long-term health at 

risk,” the release said.

Researchers identified species-
specific “windows of vulnerability” 
when young animals are most 

at risk. For Australian fur seals, 

storm-driven waves during the 

summer pupping season can wash 

newborn pups into the sea before 

they can swim. Low-lying colonies 

were particularly exposed.

Heavy rain flooded seabird 
burrows and nests, drowning 

shearwater chicks and eggs, while 

extreme heat and rain affected 

shy albatross colonies differently 

by location, with heat stress, 

hypothermia and wave-driven 

nest loss recorded, said the study 

published in Science Advances.

The UTAS-led study called for 

targeted measures, including habitat 

restoration, artificial nests and improved 
weather monitoring, with forecast-

based actions like misting nests during 

heatwaves to protect chicks.

The researchers warned that as 

climate change intensifies extreme 
weather, understanding when and 

where species are most at risk 

will be critical for conservation 

planning.              – Xinhua

SUVA, Fiji – In Fiji, progress is 

being made on efforts to postpone 

the age of children using social 

media to 16.

The country’s Social Media 

Age Deferment Taskforce held its 

second meeting in Suva yesterday, 

during which discussions focused 

on finalizing the Taskforce’s Terms 
of Reference and progressing plans 

to present the proposed legislation 

to Parliament later this year.

While addressing the meeting, 

Minister for Information, Environment 

and Climate Change Lynda Tabuya 

noted that Fiji continues to closely 

monitor developments in countries 

that have already introduced or are 

pursuing similar restrictions on social 

media access for children.

She stressed that any restrictions 

introduced in Fiji must be tailored 

to the country’s unique cultural and 

social context.

The minister emphasized that a 

whole-of-society approach would 

be critical to ensuring the success 

of the proposed legislation, with 

government agencies, parents, 

educators, communities, and 

industry stakeholders all playing a 

role in protecting children online.

Online Safety Commission 

and Fiji Law Reform Commission 

will work alongside the Fijian 

government to deliver a bill to 

Parliament later this year that would 

introduce a minimum social media 

access age of 16, Tabuya said.

– Xinhua

A Taliban administrative staff uses a feature phone at the Department of Information 
and Culture building in Kandahar yesterday following a ban imposed on 
smartphones for all government employees in Afghanistan.
Government workers in different parts of Afghanistan have started switching off their 
smartphones, following an order imposed on June 17, that they told AFP came from 
Supreme Leader Hibatullah Akhundzada.                 – AFP

Swans swim in front of the 
central business district 
(CBD) of Western Australia’s 
capital city of Perth yesterday.
Australia is checking for 
any sign of “entrenched” H5 
bird flu in its wildlife after 
detecting the country’s first 
two cases, the government 
said. Scientists confirmed at 
the weekend they had found 
the disease in a migratory sea 
bird, a brown skua, in remote 
Western Australia.          – AFP

Extreme weather threatens seal 
pups, seabird chicks: study

Thailand accepts Cambodia’s UNCLOS 
conciliation notice on maritime dispute

Taliban authorities detained Afghan aid 
workers over beards, sources say

Fiji to ban use of social media 
by teenagers under age of 16

Australian police seize record 
2.7 tonnes of cocaine
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LONDON – UK leader Keir Starmer 

announced he was quitting yesterday 
following months of pressure, with veteran 
Labour politician Andy Burnham the 
frontrunner to become the country’s seventh 
prime minister in a decade.

Burnham could be installed in 10 Downing 
Street in just over three weeks after would-be 
rival Wes Streeting said he was backing the 
ex-Manchester mayor for the premiership.

Starmer’s voice cracked during an 
emotional speech outside his official residence, 
as he conceded he had lost the support of his 
Labour party MPs after just two years in office.

He said he had informed head of state 
King Charles III of his decision to resign so 
that a new Labour leader, and therefore prime 
minister, could be elected.

“I will remain in post as prime minister 
until the contest is complete, and I will do 
everything I can to ensure an orderly handover 
of power,” Starmer said, choking back tears 
when he thanked his wife Victoria and two 
children.

Starmer said he had asked Labour’s 
National Executive Committee to set 
out a timetable for his replacement, with 
nominations due to open on July 9 before 
closing on July 16.

If Burnham is unchallenged, then he is 
likely to become prime minister on either July 
17 or 18, UK media said, just days before a 
crunch summit UK-European Union summit 
in Brussels on July 22.

Starmer returned Labour to power after 14 
years in opposition with a landslide general 
election victory over the Conservatives in 
July 2024.

But his premiership quickly became 
characterised by domestic policy U-turns, 
deep public unpopularity, ministerial 
resignations and a scandal over his ill-fated 

decision to appoint a known associate of late 
US sex offender Jeffrey Epstein as the UK’s 
ambassador to Washington.

His domestic authority all-but evaporated 
after Labour endured a drubbing in local 
and regional elections in May, with clamour 
growing for Burnham to replace him.

‘Country I love’
Labour lawmakers ultimately decided 

Starmer was incapable of fighting off the rise 
of the hard-right anti-immigration Reform 
UK party, which leads national opinion polls.

He had vowed to fight any leadership 
challenge, but several senior ministers 
reportedly told him the game was up after 
Burnham won a parliamentary by-election 
last week, allowing him to run for leader.

Burnham, a former Labour minister under 
Tony Blair and Gordon Brown who has been 

mayor of Greater Manchester since 2017, 
travelled to London by train yesterday – a 
journey tracked by TV cameras in helicopters.

Burnham, who has twice failed to become 
Labour leader previously, then took up his 
seat in the House of Commons, ditching his 
trademark black T-shirt for a suit and tie.

During his resignation speech, Starmer 
said he accepted “with good grace” the view 
of Labour lawmakers that he should not lead 
them into the next general election, expected 
in 2029.

“Every decision I have taken has been 
about putting the country I love first. That 
is why I will resign as leader of the Labour 
Party,” he added, as senior ministerial 
colleagues looked on.

‘Forces of nationalism’
Starmer hugged his wife after finishing 

his speech, which a prominent anti-Brexit 
campaigner tried to drown out by playing the 
European Union anthem “Ode to Joy” from a 
nearby street.

Energy minister Ed Miliband praised 
Starmer’s “great dignity”, while EU chief 
Ursula von der Leyen said he had made 
European and Ukrainian security “stronger”.

Burnham called for “orderly and 
responsible” transition, writing on X: “I will 
put myself forward as part of this process.”

Quickly afterwards, former health 
secretary Streeting, who previously said 
he would join a leadership race, instead 
suggested Burnham could become leader 
without any formal contest.

Streeting said he had spoken to Burnham 
in recent days and was convinced he “can 
win the fight of our lives against the forces of 
nationalism”.

Burnham would likely face questions 
about the extent of his mandate, with Reform 
leader Nigel Farage swiftly calling for a snap 
general election.

Burnham, from the so-called soft-left 
wing of Labour, defied national trends by 
easily beating the hard-right, populist Reform 
UK party’s candidate in Makerfield.

But he has provided little detail about 
his plans for government if he wins power, 
causing concern among some MPs.

UK media say he intends to replace finance 
minister Rachel Reeves, while retaining 
interior minister Shabana Mahmood.

Starmer had promised stability and 
economic growth after the Conservatives 
churned through five prime ministers 
following the 2016 Brexit referendum, with 
its tenth anniversary today.

“I still don’t have much confidence in the 
government, so fingers crossed he [Burnham] 
gets it right,” 27-year-old store worker Lauren 
Kenworthy told AFP in Manchester.     – AFP

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer announces his resignation outside 10 Downing Street in London 
yesterday morning (local time), after fewer than two years in office in a term characterised by policy 
U-turns and deep public unpopularity.                      – AFP 

LONDON – The Bank of England 
said yesterday it was modifying its 
framework to allow unrestricted use 
of stablecoins for households and 
businesses.

Stablecoins are a form of digital 
money whose value is stable in that it is 
pegged to that of fiat, or classic, money.

The central bank said last 
November it would place limit on the 
amounts of stablecoins that could be 
held: 20,000 pounds (US$26,500) for 
individuals and 10 million limit for 
businesses.

After criticism from businesses, 
the Bank of England said yesterday it 
would put in place a global limit of £40 

billion for each stablecoin issued, which 
it said would be cheaper and easier to 
implement, allowing unrestricted use by 
household and businesses.

It added the guardrail will be reviewed 
regularly and removed once risks to 
credit provision have been addressed.

“This is a major milestone 
in delivering greater choice and 
innovation in UK payments,” said 
Sarah Breeden, the Bank of England’s 
deputy governor for financial stability.

Stablecoins are designed to 
provide low-cost, instant, and secure 
payments anywhere in the world.

The Bank of England also modified 
the percentages of assets that can be 

used to back the value of stablecoins.
Short-term government bonds 

can back up to 70 percent and non-
interest-bearing deposits with the 
central bank 30 percent.

It previously recommended a 
60-40 split.

The Bank of England will oversee 
pound-backed stablecoins the 
Treasury considers “systemic” while 
smaller tokens not backed by sterling 
will remain under the watch of the 
FCA markets regulator.

The central bank intends to finalise 
its stablecoin regulations by the end of 
the year so they may enter into force 
in 2027.          – AFP

Starmer resigns as UK PM, Burnham favourite to take over

Bank of England drops stablecoin limit

WASHINGTON, DC – The United 
States yesterday warned that “mass 
atrocities” could soon be perpetrated 
in Sudan as paramilitary forces 
encircle the city of El-Obeid, with 
Washington echoing fears expressed 
by the United Nations.

The majority-Muslim southern 
city, in the Kordofan region of Sudan, 
has been under siege for several 
months by the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF), which has been at war with the 
regular army since April 2023.

“The United States is deeply 

concerned by reports that the RSF 
and their allied forces are massing 
forces around El Obeid,” the US State 
Department said. “There are alarming 
indications that mass atrocities could 
be imminent.”

The UN Security Council on 
Saturday expressed the same concerns 
and called on paramilitary forces 
encircling El-Obeid to back down.

The United Nations has voiced 
fears that there could be a repeat 
of atrocities committed during the 
October 2025 assault on the Sudanese 

city of El-Fasher, which it said bore 
“hallmarks of genocide.”

The conflict in Sudan has killed 
tens of thousands of people and forced 
more than 11 million from their homes, 
creating what the UN describes as 
the world’s largest displacement and 
hunger crises.

“The RSF and their allied 
forces must cease any actions that 
could endanger civilians, impede 
humanitarian assistance, or contribute 
to further atrocities and suffering,” the 
US statement added.         – AFP

US joins UN in warning ‘mass atrocities’ 
imminent in Sudan

WASHINGTON, DC – US President Donald Trump 
yesterday threatened jail time for anyone seeking to damage one 
of his signature renovation projects, the Reflecting Pool at the 
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, whose overhaul has become 
a political flashpoint.

Trump brought in contractors to drain the 610-metre pool 
and repaint it “American flag blue.” But soon after completion 
of the work the coating has begun to peel off and algae turned 
the pool’s water a mucky green – setbacks the president blamed 
on vandals, without providing evidence.

“Of the MANY Statues and Fountains that we rebuilt, 
renovated, cleaned, and fixed, the only one that was Vandalized 
was the Reflecting Pool, which is being taken care of, ASAP!” 
Trump wrote on his Truth Social platform yesterday.

“Please remember that there is a 10 year prison sentence for 
the destruction, or even the attempted destruction, of such things 
– Which will be fully enforced!” he added.

From the algae blooms to peeling paint and green-tinted 
water, the reflecting pool has faced a string of setbacks since 
Trump ordered its renovation, a project his critics call a metaphor 
for what they see as chaotic and failed presidency.

Trump, a real estate developer by profession, has blamed 
unspecified “sick, deranged” people for vandalising the pool.

The president has launched a series of projects around 
Washington to put his stamp on the city, the main one being 
his expensive plan to build a huge ballroom at the White 
House.

The beautification drive has drawn criticism over the 
projects’ cost, lack of transparency in the awarding of contracts 
and perceived narcissistic extravagance at a time when many 
Americans are struggling with inflation made worse by the war 
Trump launched with Israel against Iran.                     – AFP

Trump threatens jail for 
damage to Washington 

Re!ecting Pool
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PARIS – An interstellar comet 

that blazed past the Sun last year 
could be nearly three times older 
than our Solar System and is unlike 
anything ever before seen in our 
cosmic backyard, astronomers said 
yesterday.

The comet 3I/ATLAS is just the 
third visitor from beyond our Solar 
System that humanity has ever 
observed, its unusual brightness 
offering scientists an unprecedented 
opportunity to study something that 
came from elsewhere in the galaxy.

After being spotted in July 
last year, the space rock prompted 
excitement online, with one 
prominent Harvard researcher 
speculating it could be an alien 
spacecraft – a theory that NASA 
shot down.

Now, observations by the 
world’s most powerful telescopes 
are revealing more about the unique 
comet.

According to a new study 
published in the journal Nature, 3I/
ATLAS could be up to 12 billion 
years old. Our Solar System is 
believed to have formed around 4.5 
billion years ago.

Lead study author Martin 
Cordiner of NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Centre told AFP that “maybe 
it’s the oldest object to have been 
observed in our Solar System”.

However, there could be “edge-

case scenarios” that offer other 
explanations for the comet’s unusual 
chemical composition, he added.

The new research is based on the 
comet’s ratio of chemical elements 
called isotopes detected by the 
James Webb space telescope and the 
ALMA observatory in Chile.

These measurements “reveal an 
elemental composition unlike any 
Solar System body”, the study said.

Relic from ‘cosmic 
noon’?

Compared to comets in our Solar 
System, 3I/ATLAS has 10 times 
more deuterium, a type of hydrogen 
commonly seen in heavy water, 
according to the study in Nature.

“That high abundance of heavy 
water can only really happen, 
according to our understanding 
of astrochemistry, in a very cold 
environment,” Cordiner explained.

This means the comet is also 
likely among the coldest objects 
ever seen in our Solar System, the 
isotopic evidence suggesting it 
formed in an environment that was 
minus 243 degrees Celsius.

Exactly where this comet came 
from within the Milky Way remains 
a mystery.

But these interstellar objects are 
thought to form in a similar way to 
the comets in our Solar System – 
being flung out during the violent 
formation of a new planet.

Untethered to any star, 3I/
ATLAS likely spent billions of years 
on “vast unimaginable trajectories 
around our galaxy,” Cordiner said.

The scientists also detected a 
strange lack of chemical enrichment 
on the comet, which suggests it 
formed relatively close to stars 
being born.

It could even be a “relic” from 
an era called “cosmic noon” when 
many stars were forming around 10 
billion years ago, Cordiner said.

The previous interstellar 
objects – 1I/’Oumuamua, which 

was spotted in 2017, followed 
by 2I/Borisov in 2019 – were not 
bright enough to gather isotopic 
evidence.

Harvard professor Avi Loeb, who 
had previously sparked controversy 
by suggesting ‘Oumuamua could 
be an alien spacecraft, made similar 
suggestions about 3I/ATLAS.

However, NASA has dismissed 
this possibility. The Search for 
Extraterrestrial Intelligence Institute 
(SETI) said last month it had found 
“no evidence of extraterrestrial 
technology” on the comet.

‘Just the beginning’
Several astronomers who have 

studied 3I/ATLAS, but were not 
involved in the new research, hailed 
the “unprecedented” results.

“Until these measurements we 
could only really dream about” 
getting this kind of information 
for an interstellar object, Darryl 
Seligman of Michigan State 
University told AFP.

He cautioned that the comet’s 
age remained uncertain, adding it 
was “a safe bet that it’s older than 
anything that formed in the Solar 
System”.

Astronomer Peter Veres, 
who was involved in identifying 
the comet at the International 
Astronomical Union’s Minor 
Planet Centre, called the research 
“exciting”.

“The comet is now leaving 
the Solar System and will never 
return, so future observations will 
become increasingly difficult,” he 
told AFP.

However, astronomers expect to 
spot many more interstellar objects 
in the coming years, particularly via 
the new Vera C. Rubin Observatory 
in Chile.

“This is just the beginning of an 
exciting new field, we’ve got a lot 
more to learn about these things – 
and what they can tell us about our 
galaxy,” Cordiner concluded.

– AFP

This handout photograph released by NASA yesterday shows a view taken by 
Hubble of the interstellar comet 3I/ATLAS on July 21, 2025, when the comet was 
445.8 million kilometres from Earth.                   – AFP

Interstellar comet likely far older than Solar System: astronomers

WASHINGTON, DC – Alan 
Greenspan, the US Federal Reserve 
chief who served four presidents 
and was hailed as the architect of 
the modern American economy, died 
yesterday at age 100.

The influential economist 
spent more than 18 years heading 
the US central bank, overseeing 
unprecedented economic growth, but 
he was later criticised for fostering 
conditions that led to the 2008 global 
crisis.

“Under his leadership, the Federal 
Reserve achieved a sustained era of 
price stability that supported economic 
growth and helped anchor the public’s 
confidence in the institution,” the 
central bank said in a statement.

Greenspan’s wife Andrea Mitchell, 
a veteran correspondent with NBC 
News, said in a statement that he 
passed away from complications of 
Parkinson’s disease.

“He was a giant of a man who 
helped shape the US economy for 
decades under presidents of both 
parties, but was always honest in 
acknowledging his mistakes,” she 
added.

The Fed yesterday expressed 
“deep sadness” at Greenspan’s 
passing, lauding his contributions 
to “monetary policy and economic 
thought,” according to a statement.

Greenspan served as the 13th 
chairman of the Fed Board of 
Governors and “left a lasting mark on 
this institution, on the broader field 

of economics, and on the country,” it 
said.

Mitchell, who married Greenspan 
in 1997, also highlighted what became 
her husband’s most quoted expression, 
“irrational exuberance,” a phrase 
Greenspan coined in 1996 to describe 
investor enthusiasm and economic 
optimism that can drive asset prices 
above their value.

The term became a catchphrase 
warning of an overheated stock 
market during a period of runaway 
US growth, when emotion and fear 
of missing out often trumped hard 
corporate data.

“He had ‘irrational exuberance’ 

for baseball, the Washington 
Commanders, tennis, golf and music, 
especially jazz,” Mitchell said.

A native New Yorker who excelled 
at maths as a child but initially studied 
music before pivoting to economics, 
Greenspan spent decades in the inner 
circles of power in Washington.

Ronald Reagan named Greenspan 
to serve as chair of the Federal Reserve 
in 1987, replacing anti-inflation 
crusader Paul Volcker.

It was a position he would hold 
until January 2006 serving under four 
presidents – Reagan, George H.W. 
Bush, his Democratic successor Bill 
Clinton and George W. Bush.    – AFP

US Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan testifies before the Senate Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee in Washington on July 18, 1990.       – AFP
 

WASHINGTON, DC – The new US Federal Reserve 
chairman Kevin Warsh will be sworn in on Friday at the White 
House in a ceremony hosted by US President Donald Trump, the 
White House said.

Warsh was confirmed by the US Senate last Wednesday to 
lead a central bank whose independence is under attack from 
Trump. Adding to Warsh’s challenges, inflation is running at a 
three-year high.

“The President will host a swearing-in ceremony for Kevin 
Warsh at the White House on Friday,” a White House official 
said in a statement to AFP.

It is unusual for the chairman of the Federal Reserve, which is 
supposed to be an independent body, to be sworn in at the White 
House. The last central bank chief to do so was Alan Greenspan, 
nominated by Ronald Reagan, in 1987.

Warsh will have to navigate working with a president who 
is determined to exert influence over monetary policy and 
relentlessly berated outgoing chief Jerome Powell.

Once known as a monetary hawk against inflation, Warsh 
has shifted in line with Trump’s push for lower interest rates, 
a stance that posed an unprecedented challenge to the Fed’s 
independence.

Warsh, confirmed for a four-year term, previously served on 
the Federal Reserve Board of Governors from 2006 to 2011.

He is already facing criticism from the Democratic opposition, 
with Senator Elizabeth Warren calling him a “sock puppet.”

The transition period from Powell to Warsh has been fraught 
with friction.

In January, Powell said a Justice Department criminal probe 
against him over cost overruns related to a building renovation 
project was intended to create pressure on monetary policy 
decision-making.

That followed Trump’s separate attempt to oust Fed Governor 
Lisa Cook from the board.

The criminal probe against Powell has been dropped, as the 
Trump administration aimed to smooth the path for Warsh’s 
confirmation. The Supreme Court is due to rule on the legality of 
removing Cook.            – AFP

Former US Fed chair Greenspan 
dies at 100

Trump to host 
swearing-in of new US 

Fed chair  Friday
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MADRID –  Spain’s judicial watchdog said 

yesterday it has opened disciplinary proceedings 

against the judge investigating Prime Minister 

Pedro Sánchez’s wife for graft, a case putting 

pressure on his minority government.

Judge Juan Carlos Peinado on Saturday 

ordered Sanchez’s wife, Begoña Gómez, to 

stand trial after a two-year investigation and 

banned her from leaving the country, deeming 

her a flight risk.
Peinado rejected the argument that officers 

assigned to Gómez’s security detail would 

prevent her from fleeing, saying they could 
help her escape, “either on their own initiative 

or following orders from their superiors”.

The comments prompted a rare public 

rebuke from Spain’s national police force, which 
in a statement called the judge’s reasoning 

“unjustified” and stressed its political neutrality.
Spain’s judicial watchdog, the CGPJ, said 

yesterday that Peinado’s statements could 

amount to a serious disciplinary offence.

Under Spanish judicial rules, such an 

offence can carry a fine of up to 6,000 euros 
(US$6,900).

Peinado in April formally charged 

Gómez with embezzlement, influence 
peddling, corruption in business dealings, and 

misappropriation of funds.

He opened the investigation in 2024 to 
determine whether Gómez had exploited 

her position as the prime minister’s wife for 

private gain, which she and Sanchez deny.

The case centres on the creation 

and management of a chair at Madrid’s 

Complutense University that was co-directed 

by Gómez, as well as the alleged use of 

public resources and personal connections to 

advance private interests.

The case is one of several corruption 

affairs that have embroiled the Socialist 

leader’s family and former allies, threatening 

to topple his minority coalition government.

A court sentenced Sánchez’s former top 

aide José Luis Ábalos yesterday to 24 years in 
prison for corruption.

Justice Minister Félix Bolanos criticised 

the case against the prime minister’s wife 

yesterday, calling it “absolutely abnormal” 

and damaging to the reputation of Spain’s 

judicial system.

“This case should have been dismissed 

from day one, and it was not,” Bolanos 

told Cadena Ser radio, describing some of 

Peinado’s decisions as “incomprehensible”.

Peinado, who is due to retire in September, 

has summoned Gómez to court tomorrow 

to surrender her passport – the same day 

Sanchez is due to address parliament on the 

various judicial investigations affecting his 

entourage.         – AFP

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez’s wife 
Begoña Gómez smiles as the arrives to cast her 
ballot for the European Parliament (EP) elections at 
a polling station in Madrid on June 9, 2024.     – AFP

MADRID – A court in Spain yesterday 

sentenced a former right-hand man to 

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez, 

ex-transport minister José Luis Ábalos, to 

24 years in jail for graft.
The Supreme Court also sentenced 

Ábalos’s former adviser Koldo García to 19 
years in jail in one of a string of cases dogging 

the Socialist-led minority government.

The two men were accused of having 

pocketed kickbacks for handing out public 
contracts worth millions of euros for sanitary 

equipment during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The court found them guilty of 

membership of a criminal organisation, 

corruption, embezzlement of public funds, 

and influence peddling.
Prosecutors argued in court that both 

men had abused their government positions 

and contacts to favour businessman Victor 

de Aldama, who has already admitted his 

role in the vast and complex affair.

The fall of Ábalos – one of Sánchez’s 

closest allies – has embarrassed a prime 

minister who took power in 2018 promising 
to clean up Spanish politics.

Recordings of private conversations 

between the accused, leaked to the media, 
frequently mention cash and prostitutes, 

dealing another blow to a Socialist party 

which has long championed women’s rights.

Separate corruption investigations into 

Sánchez’s wife Begoña Gómez and his 

brother David have piled further pressure on 

the government, one of Europe’s few leftist 

administrations.

A court on Saturday ordered Gómez to 

stand trial by jury for corruption and banned 

her from leaving the country.

She is accused of having exploited her 

position as Sánchez’s wife for private gain.

David Sánchez, a composer and orchestra 

director, is accused of receiving preferential 

treatment in obtaining a public-sector job. A 

verdict is due in that case.

Sánchez, a canny politician famous for 

coming out on top in dire situations, has 

repeatedly rejected the opposition’s calls to 

step down and call early elections over the 

mounting corruption scandals.

He has not been named in any of the cases.

Sánchez is due to address parliament 

tomorrow on the various judicial 

investigations affecting his entourage. – AFP

Former Spanish 
Minister of 
Transport José 
Luis Ábalos 
leaves the 
Supreme Court 
following his 
appearance 
for alleged 
corruption 
in Madrid on 
October 15, 
2025. Ábalos 
was sentenced 
yesterday to 
24 years for 
corruption. – AFP 

Judge in case of Spanish PM’s wife 
to face disciplinary proceedings

Spanish PM’s ex-top aide 
sentenced to 24 years for graft

HAVANA – The founder of Cuba’s 

intelligence services, Ramiro Valdés, one 

of the last commanders of Fidel Castro’s 

revolution, has died at the age of 94, President 
Miguel Díaz-Canel said on Sunday.

“The physical disappearance of the 

commander of the revolution Ramiro Valdés 

Menéndez causes me deep sadness, like that 
of a father,” Díaz-Canel wrote on X.

Valdés was one of the few remaining 

survivors, along with Fidel’s brother Raúl, 

of the Granma expedition of 1956, when 
the Castros and other rebels sailed on Cuba 

from exile in Mexico to overthrow US-

backed president Fulgencio Batista.
The attack marked the start of a guerrilla 

war that would sweep Batista from power a 

little over two years later and usher in over 

six decades of socialism.

Valdés was second-in-command of a 

guerrilla column led by Argentina’s Ernesto 

“Che” Guevara.

He went on to have a long career in 

both Fidel and Raúl Castro’s governments, 

serving twice as interior minister and once 

as vice president.

“Every moment of commander Ramiro’s 

life was characterised by his absolute loyalty 

to the governments of Fidel and Raúl and to his 

struggle companions,” Díaz-Canel eulogized.

Valdés was a founding member of the 

Communist Party of Cuba (PCC).
As interior minister in the 1960s, he set 

up what would become Cuba’s G2 state 

security intelligence service.

“There was no one who moved without 

security knowing it, and that allowed us to 
infiltrate counter-revolutionary organisations,” 
the famously reserved politician said in 2018 
in a rare interview with Cuban state TV.

He dealt with “the toughest phase of the 

post-1959 confrontation” between the new 
revolutionary government and anti-communist 

groups that took up arms against it – some with 
backing from the CIA, according to Michael 
Shifter of the Inter-American Dialogue think tank.

Born into a poor family in the western 

province of Artemisa on April 28, 1932, 
Valdés was instantly recognisable by his 

white goatee and green military fatigues.

In February 2010, he spent several 
months in Venezuela, a major Cuban ally 

and financial backer.
The official narrative was that he was 

there to advise on energy matters but 

Venezuela’s opposition claimed he was 

there to lead an intelligence operation.

Under ousted president Nicolás Maduro 

and his predecessor Hugo Chávez, Venezuela 

provided Cuba with heavily-subsidised oil 

in return for Cuban intelligence operatives 

and bodyguards.

Valdés was anointed a “hero of the 

Republic” for his part in the revolution.

He had not been seen in public since last 

year.       – AFP

Legendary Cuban intelligence chief 
Valdés dies at 94
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 Wednesday

Portugal  01:00      Uzbekistan
First Stage · Group K · Houston Stadium (Houston)

England  04:00 Ghana
First Stage · Group L · Boston Stadium (Boston)

Panama  07:00 Croatia
First Stage · Group L · Toronto Stadium (Toronto)

Colombia  10:00 Congo DR
First Stage · Group K · Guadalajara Stadium (Guadalajara)

Match Time shown in Macau time.Match Time shown in Macau time.

PALM BEACH – 
Portugal winger Francisco 
Conceição insisted on 
Sunday his team-mates felt 

no pressure to pass to Cristiano 
Ronaldo following scrutiny of the 
veteran superstar’s role in their 
lacklustre World Cup opener.

Critics have questioned whether 
the 41-year-old Ronaldo’s lack of 
mobility is having a negative effect 
on Portugal’s chances in the wake 
of a pedestrian 1-1 draw with the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

But Conceição on Sunday there 
was no was question of players 
feeling obliged to pass to Ronaldo 
if other team-mates were in better 
attacking positions.

“We don’t feel the need to pass 
him the ball,” Conceição said. “I 
pass it to whoever I think is in the 
best position and unmarked.”

Conceição said Ronaldo is seen as 
“just another member of the squad” 

which needed “every individual for 
the collective to function”.

“Cristiano is an example because 
of his career and the hunger he still 
possesses at 41 years of age... An 
example of leadership and the goals 
he scores,” the Juventus player said 
during a press conference.

“There is no one like him when it 
comes to scoring goals... He is here 
to help, just like any other player.”

Portugal play Uzbekistan in their 
second Group K match in Houston 
today, desperately looking for three 
points to get their campaign up and 
running.

“No one takes it harder than we 
do. We felt firsthand that we didn’t 
do our job in the best possible way,” 
Conceição said.

“If things don’t go well, there 
will be more pressure and more 
criticism. We want to show our 
quality and win the next match.”

– AFP

No pressure to pass to Portugal star Ronaldo: Conceição

Portugal’s forward Rafael Leao, (from left to right) Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo, Portugal’s forward Joao Felix and 
Portugal’s midfielder Renato Veiga take part in an MD-1 training session at Gardens North County District Park in Palm Beach 
Gardens, yesterday, on the eve of the 2026 World cup Group K match against Uzbekistan.     – AFP

ARLINGTON, United States –
The steamy weather and hydration 
breaks are helping the smaller teams 
at the World Cup, Argentina coach 
Lionel Scaloni said Sunday on the 
eve of the reigning champions’ 
second game.

Argentina launched their title 
defence with Lionel Messi scoring 
a hat-trick in a 3-0 win over Algeria.

They played Austria early this 
morning Macau time in Texas with 
the knockout rounds already in 
view, but Scaloni sounded a word 
of warning to any Argentina fans 
expecting it to be a walkover.

“What we see in this World Cup 
is that there is no such thing as an 
easy game,” said Scaloni, who 
masterminded Argentina to the title 
in Qatar in 2022.

“(Even if) the group phase has 
always been historically (tricky), I 
would say this World Cup is a little bit 
more because there are more matches.

“The group phase has always 
been difficult to everyone, and the 
conditions, the heat and the match 
stops constantly.

“So that means that that might help 
the team that is theoretically weaker 
because they have time to recover.”

Argentina were stunned 2-1 by 
Saudi Arabia in Qatar in the group 
stage, before going on to lift the title.

This is the biggest-ever World 
Cup, with 48 teams, and there are 
three-minute drinks breaks in each 
half of games this time.

Scaloni said that effectively 
divided matches into “four quarters”.

The heat was at least not be a fac-
tor at the home of the Dallas Cowboys 
yesterday because it has a roof.

There were still be hydration 
breaks.

Midfielder Enzo Fernandez 
agreed that the World Cup in North 
America is tighter than in 2022.

“I believe that the play is 
becoming more and more level,” 
said the Chelsea star.

“And it is also more competitive 
this time compared to Qatar.

“This is my opinion, maybe I 
am mistaken, but I believe today, 
many national teams are causing a 
surprise here.”      – AFP

Man Utd secure land for proposed 
new 100,000-capacity stadium

LONDON - Manchester United have 
secured the majority of the land needed to 
build their proposed new 100,000-capacity 
stadium.

United announced yesterday that they had 
acquired a 25-acre (10 hectare) site close to 
their current Old Trafford home.

The land purchase is a major step forward 
in United’s plans to build Britain’s biggest 
sporting arena.

The triangular-shaped plot 350 metres 
to the north west of Old Trafford means 
adjacent land owned by Freightliner will not 
be required.

The location of the nearby freight terminal 
had previously been a complicating factor.

Collette Roche, chief executive of the new 
stadium development, said: “Today’s news 
highlights the progress we’re making towards 
a world-class new home for Manchester United 

and represents a significant milestone as we 
move into the next phase of development.

“Being able to build so close to Old 
Trafford allows us to preserve the heritage, 
traditions and rituals that are so important to 
our fans.

“Securing the right land for our new home 
has been absolutely critical and the land 
we’ve acquired gives us the stage to deliver 
a truly world-class stadium that honours our 
past and is ready for our future.”

United first unveiled plans for their 
ambitious £2 billion (US$2.6 billion) stadium 
in 2025.

The venue will be the centre-piece of a 
wider 370-acre regeneration project featuring 
15,000 new homes and creating 48,000 new 
jobs locally and 90,000 nationally.

A master-plan for the Old Trafford regen-
eration is scheduled to be unveiled on July 9.

United co-owner Jim Ratcliffe said it was 
a “no-brainer” to rebuild Old Trafford after 

buying a stake in the club in 2024.
United have played at Old Trafford for 

115 years but the 74,000-capacity stadium has 
fallen into disrepair in recent years.       – AFP

Aston Villa to visit Jakarta as 
part of Asia pre-season tour

JAKARTA - Premier League side Aston 
Villa will visit Jakarta for a friendly match 
in August as part of the Asian leg of their 
pre-season tour, local organiser and club 
statements said yesterday.

Villa will face an Indonesian all-star side at 
the Gelora Bung Karno stadium in the Southeast 
Asian nation’s capital on August 1, before 
heading to Thailand for a match against BG 
Pathum United FC on August 4, the club said.

The pre-season tour also includes a 
match against Bundesliga champions Bayern 
Munich in Hong Kong on August 7 for the 
inaugural Audi Football Summit, the club 
statement added.

Manager Unai Emery’s men will start 
their pre-season schedule against English side 
Walsall on July 21, while they will also face 
Bundesliga team Borussia Mönchengladbach, 
in Germany on August 15, before the start of 
the new top flight season.

Ahmad Satrio, the head of marketing 
communication of Sound Rhythm, said the 
local promoter was “proud” to be able to 
bring the Europa League holders to Jakarta.

“Aston Villa’s achievements this season 
have made them one of the most exciting 
and talked-about clubs in European football, 
Ahmad said in a statement yesterday.

“We believe Indonesian football fans 
deserve the opportunity to experience that 
excitement directly.”

The English club finished fourth in the 
Premier League last season, which bring 
qualification for the Champions League. The 
club also won the Europa League final, its 
first trophy in 30 years.       – AFP

Football shorts

Heat and drinks breaks help smaller 
teams at World Cup, says Scaloni

Argentina’s head coach Lionel Scaloni 
gives an MD-1 press conference at the 
Dallas Stadium in Arlington on Sunday, 
on the eve of the 2026 World Cup Group J 
match against Austria.        – AFP

 Tuesday

Norway   08:00 Senegal
First Stage · Group I · New York/New Jersey 

Stadium (New Jersey)

Jordan   11:00 Algeria
First Stage · Group J · San Francisco Bay Area 

Stadium (San Francisco Bay Area)
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LONDON – Federico 
Cerundolo won the longest final in 
Queen’s Club history on Sunday, 
beating Tommy Paul to claim the 

biggest title of his career.
The 27-year-old from Buenos Aires 

became the first Argentinian to lift the 
trophy at the long-established Wimbledon 
warm-up tournament, where tennis greats 
such as Rod Laver, Jimmy Connors, John 
McEnroe, Boris Becker and Rafael Nadal 
are among the previous champions.

Cerundolo once again demonstrated 
impressive endurance, coming from a 
set down for the third successive match 
to win 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-3 in sweltering 
heat in London.

At three hours and four minutes, the 
players were on court for seven minutes 
longer than the previous longest Queen’s 
final - Marin Cilic’s 2018 win over 
Novak Djokovic.

Afterwards, Cerundolo paid tribute 
to his parents for their court-side support.

“My mum and dad just arrived for the 
last two (matches),” he said. “It’s the first 
time my dad took a flight and watched 
me outside Argentina. Congratulations 
for Father’s Day!”

Cerundolo was also inspired to a 
first ATP 500 title by a Diego Maradona 
Argentina football shirt draped over a 
chair in the players’ box throughout the 
tournament.

He served for the opening set but lost 
all four points as Paul, the 2024 Queen’s 
champion who was unable to defend his 
title last year due to injury, came to life 
after a slow start.

The American forced a tie-break 
which the seventh seed handed to him 
with a double fault.

Paul broke again for 3-2 in the 
second set, but Cerundolo broke back 
twice to level the match.

It was the first set Paul had dropped all 
week, and the 29-year-old started to falter 

as Cerundolo broke for 4-2 in the decider.
Nevertheless, Paul saved four 

championship points, three on his 
own serve, before an overhead saw 
Cerundolo take the title with his fifth, 
the new champion dropping to the turf 
in what appeared a combination of 
exhaustion and celebration.

For Paul, it was a first defeat in 10 
matches at Queen’s - his last reverse, in 
2023, also came against Cerundolo.

“Congrats to Fran, I have a ton of 
respect for you,” said Paul.           – AFP

Cerundolo outlasts Paul to win marathon Queen’s Club !nal

Argentina’s Francisco Cerundolo poses for photographers with the winner’s trophy after his 
victory over US player Tommy Paul during the men’s tennis singles final at the ATP HSBC 
Championships at Queen’s Club in west London on Sunday.              – AFP

Rugby

Ben Strang
FEILDING, New Zealand - German-

born Anton Segner remembers rising 
early to watch the All Blacks’ haka 
before the 2011 Rugby World Cup final 
against France - now he is set to make his 
New Zealand debut against the French 
next month.

That haka and the 8-7 New Zealand 
victory set Segner on a rugby path he 
could never have imagined.

It culminated yesterday with the flanker 
being named by coach Dave Rennie in the 
34-man All Blacks squad for next month’s 
home Nations Championship Tests against 
France, Italy and Ireland.

Segner was introduced to rugby by 
two English school friends in his native 
Frankfurt and was quickly hooked.

“Like every other German kid, I did 
grow up playing football until I was nine 
years old,” Segner said.

“One day after school, we went 
around to their house and they were, like, 
we should go play rugby in the back yard.

“Once I figured out that you were 
able to hit people legally, I fell in love 
with the contact side of the sport.”

A week later he joined the SC 
1880 Frankfurt rugby club and, under 
New Zealand coaches Kieran and Tim 
Manawatu, worked his way through the 
youth ranks.

“They coached me over there for five 
years,” the 24-year-old Segner explained.

“In 2016, Tim got a job at Tasman 
Rugby and got me in touch with Nelson 
College and planted the seed in my head 
around maybe giving the first 15 a crack.”

‘Surreal feeling’
Segner got a place at Nelson College 

in New Zealand and his captain on 
arriving was Leicester Fainga’anuku, 
now also an All Black.

Segner succeeded Fainga’anuku 
as captain and in 2020 began playing 
professional rugby for Tasman in New 
Zealand’s provincial competition.

Two years later he was running out 
for Super Rugby’s Auckland Blues.

Segner, who qualifies to play for 
New Zealand on residency grounds, is 
now set to become the first German All 
Black if he takes the field against France 
on July 4 in Christchurch.

“It’s a surreal feeling and I don’t think 
words can do justice to the emotions that I’m 
feeling right now,” Segner said yesterday.

“I know that there were a few 
people (in Germany) who got up at two 
o’clock in the morning for the squad 
announcement.

“To know that I have that support 

over on the other side of the world in my 
other home is pretty special, it means a 
lot to me.”

Segner said his family will travel 
to New Zealand for the three Nations 
Championship Tests, and he couldn’t 
think of a better team to begin his All 
Blacks career against than France.

“We (Germans) dislike the French foot-
ball team more and the All Blacks dislike 
the French rugby team more,” he said.

“I think there’s a good chance that 
the German football team might meet the 
French in the World Cup, so when it gets to 
that stage I won’t like them for two reasons.”

New captain Ardie Savea welcomed 
Segner’s inclusion in a multicultural All 
Blacks squad.

“When people come together under 
one goal they’re trying to achieve and 
you embrace the people and their stories,” 
said Savea, “it can be a beautiful thing.”

– AFP

Frankfurt to All Blacks: NZ pick !rst 
German-born player

Blues Anton Segner enters the field during the Super Rugby Pacific semi-final match between 
the Wellington Hurricanes and Auckland Blues in Wellington on June 13.               – AFP

Serena Williams given Wimbledon 
singles wildcard

PARIS – Tennis great Serena Williams, who 
retired in 2022, has been awarded a wildcard 
for the Wimbledon grass court championships 
starting in a week.

Organisers released their initial list of wildcards on 
Sunday, with Williams, a seven-time champion at the 
All England Club, one of eight players awarded a place 
in the ladies singles event.

A social media post by the official Wimbledon 
Championships said: “This is not a drill” with a picture 
of Williams standing on a grass court captioned “Serena 
returns”.

“@serenawilliams will compete in the 2026 ladies’ 
singles at #Wimbledon as a wild card,” read the post.

The 44-year-old former world number one and 
23-time Grand Slam singles champion has not played a 
singles match since the 2022 US Open.

However, she did make one appearance at Queen’s 
last week alongside Canadian teenager Victoria Mboko.

They knocked out the third seeds Nicole Melichar-
Martinez and Erin Routliffe before an injury to Mboko 
ended their participation without playing another match.

Williams and Czech doubles partner Karolina 
Muchova then lost in their first match at the Berlin Open 
this week, hours after the American great and her sister 
Venus Williams were awarded a wildcard to play in the 
Wimbledon doubles event.

They are six-time doubles winners at Wimbledon, 
last triumphing there a decade ago.                – AFP

Tearful Hodgkinson pulls out of 400m 
race in Birmingham

Athletics
LONDON – British 800m Olympic champion Keely 

Hodgkinson pulled out of the 400 metres final at the UK 
Athletics Championships in Birmingham on Sunday but 
said it was just a precautionary measure.

The 24-year-old was out on track for her pre-race 
warm-up at the Alexander Stadium before walking off 
in tears after stepping away from her lane.

Her team insisted that Hodgkinson was not injured 
but felt tightness and the withdrawal was to avoid taking 
any risks.

“I wasn’t feeling 100 per cent standing on the start 
line, so I made the tough decision to step away and not 
race,” said Hodgkinson.

“I didn’t want to risk anything this summer.”
Hodgkinson was laid off for 376 days with injury 

before returning last August to set a world-leading 800m 
time.

She then claimed bronze at the 2025 world 
championships in Tokyo having raced just twice that 
season before travelling to Japan.

Her stated ambition is to break the highly-criticised 
43-year-old 800m record, held by Jarmila Kratochvilova, 
in London next month.           – AFP
 
Italian gold-medal walker Schwazer 
faces potential 3rd doping ban

Athletics
BONN, Germany – Italian race walker Alex 

Schwazer, the 2008 Olympic 50km champion, is being 
investigated once again for doping, the German National 
Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) announced yesterday.

The 41-year-old could be facing the third doping ban 
of his career.

NADA said in a statement that the blood booster 
erythropoietin (EPO) “was detected in both the athlete’s 
urine and blood samples” at the German road race 
walking championships.

Nada said it had “initiated a results management 
proceeding” and “imposed a temporary suspension”.

Schwazer served his first ban, after testing positive 
for EPO before the 2012 London Olympics. He did not 
dispute the results of that test and retired.

He returned and qualified for the 2016 Olympics 
but was then found guilty of micro-dosing anabolic 
steroids. Because it was his second offence, Schwazer 
was banned for eight years.

He argued he was the victim of a conspiracy because 
of his whistleblowing but, after a series of appeals in 
Italian and Swiss courts, the ban was upheld and he 
missed the 2016, 2021 and 2024 Games.         – AFP

Sport in brief
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MARDIN, Turkey – In a dimly 
lit room illuminated by a pair of 
red lamps, eight-year-old Zeynep 
waits to see photographs she has 
taken, now trapped as shadows and 
silhouettes on a roll of film.

“How big is your curiosity?” 
asks her mentor, 40-year-old 
photographer Amar Kilic, as he 
develops the negatives in a sink.

“As big as the world,” she 
replies.

Originally from the southeastern 
province of Mardin, Zeynep is 
among eight children taking part in 
a two-month analogue photography 
workshop for local and migrant 
youth near Turkey’s borders with 
Iraq and Syria.

The project, called Fotohane 
Darkroom, started in Mardin in 2024, 
by Kilic and Syrian photographer 
and educator Serbest Salih. In 
Turkish, Arabic, Kurdish and Persian, 
Fotohane means “house of photo”, a 
name chosen by the children.

In fact, insists Kilic, the children 
are in charge throughout the process.

“From loading film, to 
developing it and printing their own 
photographs, they do everything 
by themselves. They get to set and 
write their own rules also.”

Fleeing IS
Once part of Mesopotamia, the 

walls of Mardin’s old city, traversed 
by narrow streets, holds thousands 
of years of history and attract 
tourists from all over the world.

But the city is also home to low-
income families and refugees who 
fled Syria’s civil war.

Among them are the families 
of 13-year-old Yahya, 12-year-
old Yusuf, 11-year-old Nihal and 
13-year-old Sam. They came from 
Damascus in 2014 and 2015 when 
Islamic State (IS) jihadists started a 
war inside Syria.

“I’m very excited when I take 
pictures, it’s all very interesting for 
us”, says Nihal, swinging a small, 
black camera from her wrist as she 
searches for a frame to capture.

Their teacher, 32-year-
old Serbest Salih, a smiling 
photographer with curiosity-filled 
eyes, fled the Kurdish town of 
Kobane, in northern Syria, when 
it came under assault from the IS 
group in 2014.

Thousands of Syrian refugees 
have settled across the Turkish 
border in Mardin region during 
the war that ended with the fall of 
Syrian president Bashar al-Assad.

His own struggle is a topic Salih 
wants to avoid and instead insists all 
the attention should go on the children 
he’s patiently educating, switching 
effortlessly between Turkish, 
Kurdish, Arabic, and English.

Since his arrival in Turkey, 
he has been trying to establish 
himself as a bridge of tolerance and 
integration.

He started his first analogue 
photography workshop in 2015 
in a second-hand caravan, driving 
to villages along the border and 
focusing on vulnerable local and 
refugee children.

“Analogue photography is about 
self-confidence. When taking a 
digital photograph you might think 

about deleting it on the spot. But 
with film, they spend the whole 
workshop thinking and feeling 
every one of those 36 frames, and 
only see them at the end. And their 
photos are beautiful,” Salih says.

‘The magic room’
Ask any of the children what part 

of the process is their favourite and 
the answer will be: the darkroom 
where the images they first see 
through the viewfinder and captured 
by pressing the shutter come to life.

“They call it the magic room”, 
says Murat Kilic, who teaches 
development and printing, always 
with a smile on his face while giving 
feedback.

“Seeing an image on a 
completely white sheet of paper, 
bringing to life with their own 
hands an image they themselves 
took, creates a very special feeling 
for the children. They say: ‘I was 
able to produce this’,” says Kilic.

Most of the project’s financial 
resources come from support 
events organised abroad, as well as 
donations.

This summer, children’s photos 
are on display in Italy, Belgium, 
Britain, and Indonesia.

Salih and Kilic are hosting the 
workshop in the centre of Mardin, 
but they think about returning to 
Salih’s initial approach with the 
darkroom in a caravan.

“The most logical way is to 
become mobile. To go to different 
regions, offer training and have 
them carry it forward,” says Kilic.

– AFP

In Turkey’s ‘house of photos’, the world 
as seen through the lens of children

LOS ANGELES – Disney’s 
“Toy Story 5” romped to the 
best opening weekend of the 
year, raking in US$160 million 
in North America, industry 
estimates showed on Sunday, a 
record for the much-loved Pixar 
franchise.

The sequel, which debuted 
over Father’s Day weekend, 
features Woody the cowboy, 
Buzz Lightyear and their gang of 
toys fighting for survival against 
competition from technology, 
particularly a tablet.

“This is prime family 
moviegoing season and ‘Toy 
Story’ is delivering,” said 
industry analyst David A. Gross.

Gross called it “another 
sensational opening for a Pixar 
series sequel,” noting that “Toy 
Story 5” had the best starting 
weekend for any film in the 
franchise, an estimated 37 percent 
higher than “Toy Story 4.”

That will likely make it the 
second-biggest animated movie 
opening of all time, behind 
Disney unit Pixar’s “Incredibles 
2,” which made US$182.7 
million in June 2018, he said.

“Family moviegoing has 
been leading the industry since 
it came roaring back from the 
[COVID-19] pandemic in 2023,” 
Gross added. “A lot of the 
genre’s success is coming from 
sequels, live-action remakes of 
animation pictures, and hybrid 

combinations.”
“Toy Story 5” – which returns 

with Tom Hanks, Tim Allen 
and Joan Cusack voicing key 
characters – opened on 4,425 
screens across the United States 
and Canada over the weekend, 
Exhibitor Relations’ estimates 
showed.

Runner-up in the weekend 
box office take was the Stephen 
Spielberg-directed sci-fi thriller 
“Disclosure Day,” which debuted 
the previous weekend.

With an ensemble cast led by 
Emily Blunt and Josh O’Connor, 
the action-packed Universal 
film follows an effort to reveal 
a decades-long coverup of 
extraterrestrial visitations.

It brought in an estimated 
US$17 million, lifting its total 
to US$78.2 million, according to 
estimates.

In third place was Focus Fea-
tures’ indie horror hit “Obsession,” 
which took in another US$14 mil-
lion in its sixth week out for a total 
domestic haul of US$215.8 mil-
lion, data showed.

A24’s horror film “Back-
rooms” remained in fourth place 
with US$7.3 million, taking its 
domestic total to US$175 million 
in its fourth week out.

Coming in fifth was 
Paramount’s “Scary Movie,” a 
reboot of the parody franchise, 
earning US$6.7 million in its 
third week out.  – AFP

‘Toy Story 5’ rakes in 
US$160 million in year’s 

best opening weekend

Toy Story character Jessie interacts with visitors during a parade at Shanghai 
Disney Resort in Shanghai last Tuesday.      – AFP 

Syrian photographer (centre), educator and 
co-founder of the project Serbest Salih,  shows 
a camera film to children during a workshop 
held as part of the Fotohane Darkroom project in 
Mardin, southeastern Turkey, on June 13. – AFP 

Eight-year-old Zeynep looks at a camera film 

during a workshop held as part of Fotohane 

Darkroom project in Mardin, southeastern 

Turkey, on June 13.    – AFP 

A group of children takes outdoor pictures during a 
workshop held as part of Fotohane Darkroom project 
in Mardin, southeastern Turkey, on June 14.       – AFP 

Syrian photographer, educator and co-founder of the project. Serbest 

Salih (centre), teaches children how to take pictures with film cameras 

in the streets during a workshop held as part of Fotohane Darkroom 

project in Mardin, southeastern Turkey, on June 14.       – AFP 



TUESDAY June 23, 2026
POST-SCRIPT

The Macau Post Daily16 Your trusted source for real news 

A female melanistic jaguar 
(Panthera onca) named Poty 
predicts the results of the FIFA 
World Cup match between Brazil 
and Scotland, at BioParque Zoo in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, yesterday.
Brazil will face Scotland 
tomorrow.– AFP

Saudi Arabia’s midfielder Nasser Al-Dawsari 
(left) fights for the ball with Spain’s forward 
Dani Olmo during the 2026 World Cup Group H 
match between Spain and Saudi Arabia at the 
Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta on Sunday.  – AFP

 Iran’s goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand 
makes a save next to Belgium’s forward 
Leandro Trossard and Iran’s defender 
Saleh Hardani (left) during the 2026 
World Cup Group G match between 
Belgium and Iran at the Los Angeles 
Stadium in Inglewood on Sunday. – AFP

Cape Verde supporters react 
as they watch the screening 

of the 2026 World Cup 
Group H match between 

Uruguay and Cape Verde, in 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands 

on Sunday.  – AFP

Cape Verde’s defender Sidney Lopes 
Cabral (left) and Uruguay’s forward 
Agustin Canobbio fight for the ball 

during the 2026 World Cup Group H 
match between Uruguay and Cape 

Verde at the Miami Stadium in Miami 
Gardens on Sunday. – AFP

Mexican fans show a sign that reads in 
Spanish “Iran, my brother, you’re Mexican 
now,” as they cheer for Iran’s team ahead of 
the 2026 World Cup Group G match between 
Belgium and Iran at the Los Angeles 
Stadium in Inglewood on Sunday.– AFP
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