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Govt designates 8 inheritors of
7 intangible heritage items

Na Tcha Beliefs & Custom

Tony Wong

The local government has des-
ignated the officially recognised
inheritors of seven statutorily pro-
tected items of Macau’s intangible
cultural heritage, comprising eight
individuals, as it has designated two
residents as the inheritors of one
of these seven intangible cultural
heritage items, Na Tcha Beliefs and
Customs.

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
President Deland Leong Wai Man
announced the list of the eight
inheritors during a press briefing
after a closed-door regular meeting
of the  government-appointed
Cultural Heritage Council at the
Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) in
Nape on Thursday.

Macau currently has 24 statu-
torily protected items of intangible
cultural heritage, comprising 12
items listed in December 2019 and
12 items listed in October last year.

According to Leong, the eight
inheritors for the seven intangible
cultural heritage items comprise
Tsang Tak Hang (¥7#1) for
Religious Figure Woodcarving, Ng
Peng Chi (5J#i$%) for Taoist Ritual
Music, Au Kuan Cheong (I J#F)
for Cantonese Naamyam (Narrative
Songs), Chan Kin Chun ([f$##2)
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dance outside A-Ma Temple in celebration of the birth of the Mazu sea goddess.

for A-Ma Beliefs and Customs,
Cheang Kun Kuong (¥#%) and Ip
Tat (3£1%) for Na Tcha Beliefs and
Customs, Lo Seng Chung (% /#57%)
for Tou Tei (“Earth God”) Beliefs
and Customs, and Miguel de Senna
Fernandes for Patua Theatre.

The Cultural Heritage Protec-
tion Law defines cultural heritage
as comprising intangible cultural

heritage and tangible cultural
heritage that consists of classified
immovable properties, i.c., cultural
heritage construction structures, and
movable properties.

According to the law, which
came into force in March 2014,
the Cultural Affairs Bureau shall
choose and designate the officially
recognised inheritors of statutorily

This undated handout photo downloaded from the Cultural Affairs Bureau’s (IC) cultural heritage website yesterday shows a lion

s gets 2 inheritors

protected items of intangible cultural
heritage in Macau after consulting
the government-appointed Cultural
Heritage Council.

During the meeting on Thursday,
members of the council agreed with
the bureau’s decision to designate
the eight inheritors for the seven
intangible cultural heritage items.

It is now the first time that the

local government has designated
inheritors of statutorily protected
items of intangible cultural heritage
since it, for the first time, listed 12
items in 2019.

The government listed 12 more
items of Macau’s intangible cultural
heritage as statutorily protected
ones in October last year.

Consequently, the other 17 intan-
gible cultural heritage items currently
still do not have their respective
officially recognised inheritors.

The officially recognised inheri-
tors of intangible cultural heritage
items are required to organise and
hold various activities, including
promotional campaigns, aiming to
ensure the protection of the items,
and they are also required to submit
a report to the bureau once every year
detailing their work on protecting the
items, according to the Cultural Heri-
tage Protection Law and the Cultural
Affairs Bureau’s official guidelines
on the management of Macau’s intan-
gible cultural heritage.

Leong said during Thursday’s
press briefing that the government
will award the eight newly
recognised inheritors certificates
and cash rewards in due course.

Leong did not mention the
amount of each monetary award. B

Yamal scores on injury return as Spain thrash Saudi Arabia

Spain’s forward Lamine Yamal (right) celebrates with teammates after scoring the
opening goal during the 2026 World Cup Group H match against Saudi Arabia at

the Atlanta Stadium in Atlanta yesterday.

- AFP

ATLANTA, United States —
Lamine Yamal’s return sparked
Spain’s World Cup into life as the
European champions ran riot to
beat Saudi Arabia 4-0 in Atlanta.

Making his first start in two
months after a hamstring injury,
Yamal ended La Roja’s long wait for
a World Cup goal just 10 minutes in.

Mikel Oyarzabal then struck
twice to put Luis de la Fuente’s
men 3-0 up inside 24 minutes.

De la  Fuente’s careful
management of Yamal’s minutes
continued as the Barcelona

superstar was replaced at half-time
before Hassan al-Tambakti’s own
goal rounded off the scoring.

Victory propels Spain to the top
of Group H ahead of Uruguay’s
meeting with Cape Verde early this
morning Macau time.

Billed as one of the pre-
tournament favourites, Spain got
off to a slow start in a 0-0 draw
against debutants Cape Verde.

A pedestrian  performance
despite dominating possession
only highlighted the importance
of Yamal to their quest to be world

champions for a second time.

De la Fuente also warned his players
had been “stung” by the criticism they
faced following their opening result and
they responded emphatically.

Yamal’s return was one of four
changes in total with Pedro Porro,
Dani Olmo and Alex Baena also
coming into the starting line-up.

After over 2,500 passes and
50 attempts at goal since their
last World Cup goal, Spain finally
found the net and fittingly Yamal
made the breakthrough.

Continued on p.13

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views (f)The Macau Post Daily

Brain to regain: Chinese health-tech
innovators strive to restore lost functions

More than five years into the paralysis of his lower body due to
a road accident and having endured two and a half years of futile
traditional treatment, Zhiping (pseudonym) could hardly believe he’d

be walking again.
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— Story on p. 6

Starmer mulling ‘political
realities’: senior minister

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer was reflecting
this past weekend on the “political realities” that he faces,
a senior minister said yesterday, amid media reports the
premier would resign within days.
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— Story on p. 11

Portugal to create sovereign
wealth fund: PM

Portugal’s centre-right Prime Minister Luis Monte-
negro yesterday announced plans to create a sovereign
wealth fund that would allow the state to take stakes in
strategic sectors of the economy.

— Storyon p. 12
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Leveraging Macao’s Unique Advantages to Foster
Asia-Pacific Openness and Cooperation

Statement by the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) in the Macao Special Administrative Region (MSAR)
June 17, 2026
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rom June 24 to 28, the 13" APEC
F Tourism Ministerial Meeting and the

67" APEC Tourism Working Group
Meeting will be held in Macao. This marks
the return of this high-level international
tourism exchange to Macao after 12 years.

The event will contribute Macao’s insights
and solutions to deepening regional tourism
collaboration in the Asia-Pacific, showcase
the fruitful achievements in developing
Macao as a World Centre of Tourism and
Leisure (the “One Centre”), and highlight
the successful practice of the unique “One
Country, Two Systems” policy with Macao’s
distinct advantage of being “backed by the
motherland and connected to the world”.

Backed by the motherland, the “One
Centre” shapes its vision for the future.
Macao’s positioning as the “One Centre” is
bolstered by strong national policy support and
solid regional cooperation. The 15" Five-Year
Plan explicitly supports Macao in deepening
the development of the “One Centre”.

As the construction of the Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in
Henggin and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area accelerates,
initiatives such as multi-destination tourism
itineraries, the “one exhibition, two locations”
MICE model, and joint overseas promotions
have unlocked vast growth potential for
the tourism industries of Guangdong and
Macao. Furthermore, the Central People’s
Government has rolled out a succession of
preferential measures for Macao, including
expanding the Individual Visit Scheme for
Chinese mainland residents visiting the city.

Blending East and West, the “One Centre”
becomes increasingly prominent. With nearly

China in Macao Special Administrative

500 years of history in cultural exchanges
between Eastern and Western civilisations,
Macao boasts a diverse urban landscape and
a rich historical and cultural heritage. The
Historic Centre of Macao is inscribed on the
UNESCO World Heritage List, with iconic
landmarks like the Ruins of St. Paul’s, the
Guia Lighthouse, and the A-Ma Temple highly
favoured by domestic and international tourists
alike. Eleven of Macao’s intangible cultural
heritage items — including the Drunken Dragon
Festival, Nanyin [Naamyam] Cantonese
Narrative Song, Mazu [A-Ma] Customs and
Beliefs, Macanese Gastronomy, and Macanese
[Patua] Theatre — have been inscribed on the
National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
These comprehensively showcase Macao’s
unique historical and cultural heritage,
alongside its cultural creativity born from the
fusion of East and West.

Striving for Excellence, the “One
Centre” continuously enriches its core
offerings. The Macao SAR’s cultural and
tourism economy is growing increasingly
diversified. Accolades such as Creative City
of Gastronomy, Culture City [of East Asia
2025], and a City of Events have poured in.
New designations as a City of Performing
Arts and a City of Sports are reshaping the
Macao SAR’s tourism image, while signature
events like the Macau Grand Prix, the

S

Macao International Parade, and the Macao
International Music Festival enjoy worldwide
renown. New concepts and strategies, such as
“Tourism+”, are driving the transformation
and upgrading of Macao’s tourism sector.
The Macao International Integrated Tourism
and Cultural District, a project currently
being actively planned and developed by the
Macao SAR Government, will further elevate
the city’s comprehensive tourism quality and
international competitiveness.

Expanding international exchanges, the
“One Centre” shines brighter as Macao’s
calling card. Macao fully harnesses its role as
a “precise connector” for China-Portuguese-
speaking countries cooperation, continuously
deepening engagement across various fields
with Portuguese-speaking, Spanish-speaking,
and Southeast Asian nations, welcoming
friends and visitors from all corners of the
globe. The number of international forums
and diverse MICE, cultural, and sports events
hosted or organised by Macao — spanning
infrastructure, tourism, environmental
protection, and mutual learning among
civilisations — has been steadily rising. For
three consecutive years, Macao has been
named Best Conventions Destination (Asia)
and Best Convention and Business City.

Data shows that in 2025, visitor arrivals
to Macao surpassed 40 million, representing

a year-on-year increase of 14.7 percent and
hitting a historic high.

With the APEC “China Year” arriving in
the Greater Bay Area (GBA), Macao stands
fully prepared. During the upcoming 13
APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting, over
300 distinguished guests —including tourism
ministers and official representatives from 21
APEC economies, as well as delegates from
international organisations such as UN Tourism
and the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA)
— will gather in Macao. They will engage in
in-depth discussions focused on topics such
as Asia-Pacific tourism integration, industrial
convergence, smart tourism, and low-carbon
development. We firmly believe that by
seizing the opportunity presented by the
APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting, Macao
will further strengthen its deep exchanges
and cooperation with Asia-Pacific nations in
tourism, trade, culture, and other fields. This
will bolster the development of “One Centre,
One Platform, One Base”, drive appropriate
economic diversification, and enable Macao
to play a greater role in serving the country’s
high-level opening up to the world.

As the wind rises across the South
China Sea, the tide surges along the Hao
River. Macao is going all out to prepare
for this international cultural and tourism
extravaganza with a rigorous, professional
attitude, an open and inclusive mindset, and
pragmatic, impactful measures. Let us look
forward to this grand event together — cheering
for Macao, applauding the Greater Bay Area,
and celebrating China’s achievements!

N.B. Translation from Chinese arranged
and edited by The Macau Post Daily. Words
in square brackets added by the Post.

China Nanhai Jiujiang paddlers defend titles at Macau Int’I Dragon Boat Races

Khalel Vallo

According to a statement by the Sports Bureau (ID) on Friday, China
Nanhai Jiujiang’s paddlers successfully defended both the Open and
Women'’s titles at the SJM Macau International Dragon Boat Races 2026
that day, which took place at the Nam Van Lake Nautical Centre.

Co-organised by the bureau, SIM Resorts and the Dragon Boat Association
of Macao-China, the final day of competition featured the Macau International
Invitation Standard Dragon Boat Race Open and Women’s categories, as well
as the Macau University Student Invitation Standard Dragon Boat Race, the

statement said.

The Open category grand final brought together six leading teams,
including the Macao-China Selection Team, Thailand National Team and
defending champions China Nanhai Jiujiang, the statement noted.

The Chinese mainland team led throughout the race and crossed the
finish line in 1:48.485, breaking the tournament record and securing another
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championship, the statement noted, adding that the Thailand National Team
finished second in 1:50.143, while Hengqin Jiangke Dragon Boat Club

claimed third place in 1:51.022.

This handout photo
provided by the Sports
Bureau (ID) shows
Macau SAR Chief
Executive Sam Hou
Fai presenting a silk
banner to the China
Nanhai Jiujiang team
after their victory in the
standard dragon boat
race under the Open
category of the 2026
Macao International
Dragon Boat Races

in Nam Van (Praia
Grande) on Friday.
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China Nanhai Jiujiang also dominated the women’s
category final, successfully defending its title for a
12" consecutive year, the statement noted, pointing
out that the team completed the 500-metre course
in 1:59.193, ahead of Thailand National Team and
Singapore National Team, which finished second and
third respectively.

In the Macau University Student Invitation Standard
Dragon Boat Race, Tianjin University of Sport (TJUS)
captured the title with a time of 1:55.808. Singapore’s
Nanyang Technological University (NTU) placed
second, while the University of Macau (UM) secured
third, the statement noted.

According to the statement, Chief Executive Sam
Hou Fai attended the event, watched the races and
presided over the eye-dotting and prize presentation
ceremonies. The Central People’s Government’s top
officials posted to the Macaui Special Administrative

Region (MSAR), Liaison Office Director Zheng
Xincong and Foreign Ministry Commissioner Bian
Lixin, also attended the event.

Beyond the sporting action, organisers partnered
with the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) to present
“Art Everywhere — Cultural Vibes at the Weekend”,
transforming the lakeside venue into a cultural carnival
celebrating dragon boat racing, which is listed on
Macau’s Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage, the
statement added.

In addition, traditional performances, including the
Drunken Dragon Dance and lion dance displays, were
staged alongside interactive workshops, cultural booths
and family-friendly activities at Anim’Arte NAM VAN.

The event combined elite international competition
with cultural heritage activities, highlighting Macau’s
efforts to integrate sports, tourism and culture, the
statement noted. W




MONDAY June 22, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

‘Arraial de Sao Joao’
organisers take 2026 event
to Fisherman’s Wharf

Rui Pastorin

Another festive edition of the
annual Arraial de Sdo Jodo was
celebrated this weekend, with
its programme taken to Macau
Fisherman’s Wharf this year.

‘Arraial* de Sao Jodao’, or “St.
John’s Festival”, is among the
traditional festivals and celebrations
commemorated by Macau’s
local Portuguese and Macanese
communities. It has been included in
the Inventory of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Macau since 2020 and
celebrates Portugal’s victory against
the Dutch in Macau during a pivotal
battle that took place on June 24,
1622, a military triumph considered
by the Portuguese as a blessing
from Saint John.

The annual event had, since
2007, taken place at Bairro de
Sdo Lazaro (HfE1Yj) , while
other venues have 1ncluded the
Macau Tower Convention and
Entertainment Centre for the 2024
and 2025 editions.

This year’s open-air event which
kicked off on Saturday and was on

until yesterday, saw various booths
set up along the coastline.

Booths featured those set up by
organiser Associagdo dos Macaenses
(ADM - Macanese Association),
as well as partner organisations
Associagdo dos Jovens Macaenses
(AJM - Macanese Youth Association),
the International Institute of Macau
(IIM) and Casa de Portugal em Macau
(CPM - Portugal’s House in Macau),
among others.

Attendees and passers-by had a
chance to sample snacks, culinary
delights and beverages, alongside
browsing books and accessories,
among others, gathering fairgoers of
all ages under a festive atmosphere. B

*“Arraial” can be translated as

“street party”, “country fair”’ and

“folk festival”. In both Portugal
and Brazil, an arraial usually refers
to a traditional, open-air street
festival or folk fair, typically held in
June or July. — Gemini

**Customarily, the term “Maca-
nese” denotes Macau's community of
mixed Portuguese and Asian descent,
and its diaspora. — MPD

Fairgoers celebrate ‘Arraial de Sao Joao’, or “St. John’s Festival”, at Macau

Fisherman’s Wharf.

- Photo: Rui Pastorin
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Weeklong Na Tcha birthday
celebratlons to start Friday

Armindo Neves

The Na Tcha Temple Associa-
tion hosted a press conference in
front of the UNESCO World Heri-
tage-listed Na Tcha Temple on Sat-
urday to announced that it will start
weeklong birthday celebrations for
the popular deity this Friday.

Na Tcha, known in Putonghua
as Nezha (WFFE), aka Nezha
the Crown Prince (WIFGAKTF),
is a protection deity in Taoism,
Buddhism, and Chinese folk belief.

Besides, Na Tcha, a prominent
figure in Chinese mythology, is
a divine hero whose origins are
rooted in ancient Chinese folklore
and religious traditions. According
to the mythological narrative, Na
Tcha was born during the Shang
Dynasty (7%, around 1600-1046
BCE), and his famed story is
closely tied to the Investiture of the
Gods (FF 175 X ), a Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) novel set in that era.

According to Ip Tat, president
of the association, this year’s
highlight events for Na Tcha’s

birthday celebrations will begin
with a temple fair cultural market
this Friday, a blessing ceremony on
June 30, and a float parade in the
city centre on July 1, among other
activities. A Na Tcha statue will
tour various parts of the Macau
peninsula and Taipa on July -2,
when the weeklong celebrations
will end. Lion dance performances

will be part of the tour.

According to a statement
released  during the  press
conference, the annual grand

float parade will take place next
Wednesday, July 1. Apart from
local troupes, their visiting
counterparts from China’s Taiwan
region, as well as Indonesia,
Malaysia and Singapore, will take
part in the parade. In total, about
30 to 40 teams will join the parade,
a stronger line-up than in previous
years, the statement said.

A communal “poon choi”
banquet (“poon choi”—“basin dish”
— is a traditional Cantonese festival
meal), according to the statement,

Na Tcha Temple
Association President
(front row, fifth

from left), Kuok

Pak Yu, head of the
association’s Youth
Division (front row,
fifth from right), and
other representatives
pose during
Saturday’s press
conference about the
group’s upcoming

Na Tcha birthday
celebrations, in front
of the UNESCO World
Heritage-listed Na
Tcha Temple near the
Ruins of St Paul’s. -
Photo: Armindo Neves
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will be held next Wednesday and
Thursday evening, with around 30
tables each night. At 10:30 p.m.
next Wednesday, Na Tcha’s formal
birthday celebration will be held,
and next Thursday, the official
birthday of Na Tcha, the parade
will tour various districts of Macau
and Taipa, offering blessings along
the way.

Kuok Pak Yu, head of the
association’s Youth Division, said
in her speech at Saturday’s press
conference that the temple fair
market is being held in collaboration
with the Chinese Cultural Industries
Promotion Association (CCIPA),
by using 2D (anime-style) culture
and virtual streamers (VTubers)
to carry out cross-sector digital
promotions, with the aim of
attracting younger audiences. Kuok
also said that the event will also
include a photography competition,
organised in conjunction with
the Macao Digital Photography
Association (MPDA), with a top
prize of 2,000 patacas. B

Chinese, S Korean shuttlers win Macau Open Badminton 2026

Khalel Vallo

The six-day Sands China Ltd. Macau
Open Badminton 2026 held at the East
Asian Games Dome in Cotai concluded
yesterday, according to the HSBC BWF
World Tour website. Shuttlers from the
Chinese mainland and South Korea (ROK)
were crowned champions of the men’s and
women'’s singles, respectively.

The tournament was one of the events
of the HSBC BWF World Tour Super
300, co-organised by the Badminton
Federation of Macau and Sands China, with
live coverage of the final rounds streamed
globally on BWF TV.

The Badminton World Federation (BWF) is
the international governing body for the sport.

The total prize money for the event,
according to the website, was US$370,000
(2.99 million patacas).

The Chinese mainland’s Hu Zhe’an
claimed the Men’s Singles title, defeating
Thailand’s Kantaphon Wangcharoen 21-11,
10-21, 13-21. Meanwhile, South Korea’s
Kim Ga-eun secured victory after defeating
compatriot Park Ga-eun 21-16, 21-13 in the
Women’s Singles.

The website highlighted that Hu has a
World Ranking of 48 and World Tour Rank
No. 37 in Men’s Singles. Kim, meanwhile,

is ranked No. 18 in the World Ranking
while having the World Tour Rank of 42 in
Women’s Singles.

The BWF World Tour is a multi-tier
professional circuit culminating in the
annual World Tour Finals.

South Korean pair Jin Yong and Lee
Jong-min emerged victorious in the Men’s
Doubles, beating Indonesian pair Ali Faathir
Rayhan and Devin Artha Wahyudi 21-18,
19-21, 10-21, while the Women’s Doubles
crown went to the Chinese mainland’s
Bao Lijing and Cao Zihan after beating
compatriots Chen Fan Shutian and Liu
Jiayue 18-21, 10-21.

Moreover, Chinese mainland pair Jiang
Zhenbang and Wei Yaxin were crowned
champions in the Mixed Doubles after
defeating Hong Kong’s Chan Yin-chak and
Ng Tsz-yau 21-14, 21-14.

Speaking to the media after their respective
matches, Hu said the title was a significant
confidence boost and validation of his training
efforts. Reflecting on the final, he noted that
the opening game proved challenging as his
opponent played aggressively, forcing him
to adapt his approach. “In the second game,
we focused on improving our speed and
offence”, Hu said. Despite claiming his first
Macau Open title, Hu stressed that he still has

areas to improve and plans to remain focused
on training and performing consistently in
future tournaments.

Meanwhile, Kim described her victory
as a “particularly meaningful achievement”.
Facing a fellow South Korean in the final,
she said familiarity with her opponent

influenced her tactical approach. “Because
my opponent is quite small, I tried to make
a strategy that fit her position”, Kim said,
adding that winning her first Macau Open
title was “a very happy moment”, and set
her sights on future success at the World
Championships and the Asian Games. B

Women'’s and Men’s Singles winners Kim Ga-eun (left) from South Korea and Hu Zhe’an from the
Chinese mainland pose with their awards after yesterday’s “Sands China Ltd. Macau Open Badminton

20267 finals at the East Asian Games Dome in Cotai.

- Photos: Khalel Vallo
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@@@@ The Young Post

The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published

every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may

interest not only the younger but also all the other generations.

Armindo Neves

he 22" FLTRP Cup National English Competition for Schools recently

concluded in Wuxi City, Jiangsu Province, showcasing the linguistic talent,

critical thinking and cultural awareness of outstanding students from across

the country. Among the standout competitors was a delegation from Macau
Saint Paul School.

According to the Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press (FLTRP),
the competition aims to comprehensively develop students’ language competence,
critical thinking, communication skills and cultural literacy. The contest also places
strong emphasis on students’ understanding of Chinese thought, cultural heritage and
international perspectives, while maintaining a high level of academic rigour.

On June 11, the Post interviewed the participating teachers and students on the
school campus to reflect on their journey and achievements.

Ieong Weng Kei, director of Academic Affairs of the school, expressed great
pride and gratitude in seeing the students represent Macau and the school “shining”
on a national stage. She noted that the participating students already had a strong
foundation in English and a genuine passion for language learning, while their growth
throughout the competition was also made possible by the collective dedication of the
school’s teaching team.

Ieong praised the guidance team, many of whom are young teachers, for their
professionalism, commitment and close support of the students. Through regular
after-school training sessions, mock practices and continuous feedback, teachers and
students worked closely together in a spirit of mutual encouragement. She described
the process as a meaningful example of “teaching and learning, as well as enriching one
another.” To support the students’ participation, the school also provided comprehensive
administrative and financial assistance, including
travel and accommodation arrangements for the
trip via Hong Kong to Wuxi, which lies some 1,240
km by air northeast of Macau

Student Lei Ka Hou, who won “First Prize” in
the competition, recalled that the thematic Q&A
round was one of the most challenging parts of
the contest. Questions covered a wide range of
contemporary national topics and current affairs,
including the nation’s emerging “low-altitude
economy”, the socio-economic impact of football
on urban development, and modern technological
trends.

Lei said that many of these topics were new to
him at first, but with the support and guidance of
his teachers, he gradually learnt how to organise his
ideas more logically, express his views more clearly
and present persuasive arguments before the judging
panel. He also observed that top contestants from the Chinese
mainland were particularly strong in citing diverse examples and structuring focused
arguments - qualities he hopes to further develop in his own future presentations.

Fellow student Wong I Kio highlighted the intense pressure of the impromptu
speaking section, where contestants had to come up with a topic on the spot and
immediately deliver a focused response. She said that this section tested not only
language fluency, but also contestants’ awareness of current affairs, logical thinking
and ability to respond under pressure. As a science-stream student, Wong admitted that
learning to build structured arguments at the beginning was demanding, but ultimately
highly rewarding.

Reflecting on the learning experience, Wong noted that Macau students benefit
from a unique multilingual environment. At the same time, she came to realise that

MacaustudentsishineatiEnglish
national competition inWuxi

English learning extends far beyond textbooks. Through
preparation for the competition, she was exposed to a broader range of cultural, social
and national issues, which helped her understand that language learning can be closely
connected with cultural literacy, moral reflection and social awareness.

The core themes of this year’s competition revolved around traditional Chinese
philosophy, specifically the classical adages “The benevolent person is invincible” (1~
f#E#) and “Opportune time, geographic advantage, unity of the people” (KI5 i F] AAIT).

Kou Pui Ieng, head of the school’s English Panel, explained that English teaching
in the past tended to focus more heavily on language skills, such as reading, writing,
listening, and speaking. In recent years, however, the English Panel has placed
increasing emphasis on integrating moral education, cultural understanding and values
education into language learning, she said.

Kou said that concepts such as kindness, empathy, responsibility and respect are
already important parts of the school’s whole-person education. These values can
also be meaningfully connected with Chinese cultural thought and classical wisdom.
Looking ahead, the English Panel hopes to incorporate more elements of Chinese
cultural literacy into curriculum design, enabling students not only to learn English
well, but also to express Chinese stories, values and perspectives confidently in
English.

English subject teacher Leung Kwok Wai added that the five-month preparation
journey - from the preliminary round in Macau and regional final in Hong Kong to
the national final in Wuxi - demonstrated the students’ resilience, perseverance and
willingness to challenge themselves. He said the competition provided a valuable
platform for Macau students to use English as a bridge for cultural exchange, while
also advancing the school’s philosophy of whole-person education.

Ultimately, the experience allowed

students to broaden their horizons, deepen
their understanding of Chinese culture and
national development, and strengthen their
confidence in using English in authentic, high-
level communication, Leung said, adding
that the school hopes to continue nurturing
students through its English Society, English
enhancement programmes and external
competition platforms, giving students more
opportunities to develop their talents and
contribute to intercultural exchange.
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FIA president visits Coloane Karting Track

Rui Pastorin

Fédération Internationale de
I’Automobile  (FIA)  President
Mohammed Ben Sulayem visited
the Coloane Karting  Track
yesterday ahead of the three-day
2026 FIA Extraordinary General
Assembly and Annual Conference,
which is set to take place at Galaxy
International Convention Centre
(GICC) in Cotai from tomorrow.

According to the FIA website, the
upcoming event is set to see over 450
senior FIA delegates across mobility
and motorsport from 149 countries
and regions, discussing “key
initiatives in road safety, sustainable
mobility, regional sporting growth,
and innovation in transport”.

Ben Sulayem’s visit to the
track yesterday included a tour
and inspection of facilities, as
well as the waving of the green
flag for yesterday’s T4 race in the
AAMC Karting Championship
2026. Interactions with several
young excited racers competing
also took place, with many asking
for autographs and photos with Ben
Sulayem, who was also one of the
most successful Middle East Rally
Championship drivers.

Following the tour, Ben Sulayem
told media during the interview
session that Macau has a long,
successful history with motorsports
and noted that the city is one of the
places where the synergy between
all those involved are united from
FIA to the local government.

While answering questions
about the Macau Grand Prix and
its future, he also touched on the
Formula 4 category as a whole,
with Ben Sulayem pointing out: “F4
is becoming stronger and stronger.
How many people are in Formula 4?
By far, much more than F3. Why?
Because it’s popular. Popular
because it’s accessible. And that is
good for the public”.

Moreover, in a follow-up question,
he added that Formula Four is some-
thing that has a “very good future”.

He continued: “As I said, it’s
a strong championship...it is the
right, tailor-made championship for
this part of the world. I'm always
a believer that there is no one size
that fits all. What they need here is
different from what they need in the
rest of Asia”, creating championships
based on the needs of the place while
working with local authorities.

Ben Sulayem also noted that he
was impressed with what he saw
during the visit and said that Macau
has “healthy grassroots”, referring
to karting, when it comes to FIA.

While highlighting that most
famous racers from Formula One
through Formula Four have all come
from karting, he acknowledged an
issue is that it has become expensive,
pledging FIA’s big commitment to
making it more affordable.

“Affordability is accessibility”,
he said, highlighting that at the end
of the year, there will be a chassis
where the homologation is owned

Macau'’s visitors reach 20
million benchmark, 18 days
earlier than 2025: police

Tony Wong

The number of visitors to Macau
reached 20 million on Saturday
afternoon, exceeding the 20-million
benchmark 18 days earlier than last
year, the Public Security Police
(PSP) have announced.

Macau  recorded  40.069
million visitor arrivals in 2025, the
highest annual number on record.

A PSP statement on Saturday
night said that Macau had recorded
a daily average of 116,000 visitors
so far this year, representing a 10.2
percent increase compared to the
same period of last year.

The statement also pointed
out that Macau recorded 248,000
visitor arrivals on May 2 this year,

the second day of the Chinese
mainland’s five-day Labour Day
holiday period, the highest single-
day number on record.

According to the statement,
14.639 million visitor arrivals out
of'the 20 million recorded between
January 1 and Saturday afternoon
were from the Chinese mainland,
while 3.461 million were from
Hong Kong, 541,000 were from
China’s Taiwan region, and
1.363 million were from foreign
countries.

Among the foreign visitor
arrivals, the statement said, those
from South Korea had the highest
number, 270,000, followed by
260,000 from the Philippines. ®

Tourists pose for photos in front of the UNESCO World Hentage-llsted Rums of

St. Paul’s landmark yesterday.

— Photo: Tony Wong

by FIA, allowing all regions to
manufacture in their own country or
region, bringing costs down.
Following the interview session,
an award ceremony was held for the
Slalom and T4 categories of the 2026

FIA President Mohammed Ben Sulayem (from right to

left), Sports Bureau (ID) Acting President Lei Si Leng, and
Automobile General Association Macao-China (AAMC)
Chairman Chong Coc Veng officiate at the Coloane Karting
- Photos: Rui Pastorin young racer.

Track yesterday afternoon.

AAMC Karting Championship, in
which Ben Sulayem was involved
in presenting awards.

Also attending yesterday’s event
were Sports Bureau (ID) Acting
President Lei Si Leng, Automobile

Young racers pose with guests and representatives at the Coloane Karting Track.

General Association Macao-China
(AAMC) Chairman Chong Coc Veng,
and AAMC President Roberto Carlos
Osorio, among others, welcoming
and joining him throughout his visit
to the karting track. m

FIA President Mohammed Ben Sulayem signs the helmet of a

Police nab mainland man, local woman
for drug smugglmg

Armindo Neves

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested
aman from the Chinese mainland and
alocal woman for smuggling drugs on
Wednesday, PJ spokesman Cheong
Kim Fong said during a special press
conference on Thursday.

Cheong identified the
mainlander as a 33-year-old non-
resident-worker (NRW) employed
as a security guard surnamed Chen
and the local woman as a 30-year-
old cashier surnamed Chan.

Accordingto Cheong, the Beijing-
based General Administration of
Customs (GACC) discovered that
a parcel originating from overseas,
destined for Macau via the mainland
and labelled as containing clothing,
was in fact suspected to contain
prescription medication.

They notified Macau’s Customs
Service  accordingly, = Cheong
said, adding that the Judiciary
Police took over the investigation,
identified the recipient, and, in
coordination with the local Customs
Service and the Macau Post and
Telecommunications Bureau (CTT),
set up a surveillance operation.

On  Wednesday  afternoon,
according to Cheong, the parcel in
question arrived at the General Post
Office (GPO) in Largo do Senado
via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge (HZMB), and Chan was
intercepted by PJ officers when she
went to collect the parcel. Inside
the package, they found 50 blister

\\. —~
Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the two hooded drug suspects to a PJ van

outside the PJ headquarters in Zape on Thursday.

packs of medication, totalling 661
pills, covered by short-sleeved top
and a sun hoodie, which had been
used as concealment, Cheong said,
adding the that same evening, PJ
officers intercepted Chen in the
city’s northern district.

According to Cheong, the
investigation revealed that the duo
had been engaged in parallel trading
activities in Macau for about four
years. The male suspect, having been
recruited by a third party, instructed
the female suspect to collect the
parcel, which was intended to be
smuggled back to the mainland,
Cheong said, adding that no payment
had yet been agreed upon. The duo
admitted to being aware that the
parcel contained prohibited items,
according to Cheong.

Upon testing by the Judiciary
Police, the batches of drugs
confirmed that the medication

- Photo: MPDG

contained phentermine and
methylphenidate, Cheong, said.

Phentermine* is banned for sale
in Macau, while methylphenidate**
is a prescription drug. According to
Cheong, a total of 480 phentermine
capsules, 120 phentermine pills,
and 60 methylphenidate pills were
seized in the operation.

The duo were transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) on
Thursday, each facing charges of
drug trafficking. ®

* Phentermine is used as an
appetite suppressant to aid weight
loss. — Gemini

**  Methylphenidate is a
prescription central nervous system
(CNS) stimulant primarily used to
treat Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) and narcolepsy.
The latter is a chronic, neurological
disorder that affects the brain’s ability
to control sleep-wake cycles. — Gemini
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Total crimes rise 1.3 pctin Q1, 1/3 committed by non-locals

Tony Wong

Macau’s total number of crimes
reported in the first quarter of this
year increased by 1.3 percent year on
year to 3,332 from the 3,289 reported
in the same period of last year, the
Office of Secretary for Security
Chan Tsz King has announced.

The office (GSS) announced
Macau’s 2026 January-March crime
statistics on its website on Thursday.

According to the website, 31.7
percent of the total number of
crimes in the first three months, or
1,057 cases, were committed by
non-locals while in Macau.

In April this year, the office
announced Macau’s 2025 crime
statistics only on its website.
Previously, the office customarily
held a press conference four times
a year to announce Macau’s crime
statistics, with the data also released
on its website, except during the
COVID-19 pandemic that affected
Macau for three years from early
2020 through 2022, during which
the office only announced Macau’s
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This file photo released in March shows pollce offlcers conductmg an operation to

prevent and combat crime at a local casino in February.

crime statistics regularly on its
website — four times a year.

The office said in a statement in
April that that the office would only
announce Macau’s crime statistics
regularly on its website, but with
a press conference to be held to
announce the data “whenever
necessary”.

The office said in a statement

- Photo: SPU

on Thursday that it is scheduled to
hold a press conference next time to
announce Macau’s crime statistics
for the first half of this year.
According to the statistics
announced on the GSS website, the
police recorded 63 violent crimes in
the first quarter of this year, up 12.5
percent year on year, during which
no homicides, no kidnappings, and

only one grievous bodily harm case
were recorded, all unchanged from
the same period of last year.

According to the website, seven
rape cases were reported in the first
quarter of this year, a year-on-year
decrease of three cases, while five
cases of child sexual abuse, i.e.,
involving minors under the age of
14, were reported in the first three
months of this year, unchanged
from the same period of last year.

The police recorded 11 robbery
cases in the first quarter of this
year, up by one case year on year,
while 19 drug trafficking cases were
reported, up 58.3 percent from the
same period of last year.

The number of fraud cases
recorded in the first quarter of this
year decreased by 10.6 percent year
on year to 496 from the 555 recorded
in the same period of last year,
among which the number of phone
scam cases dropped by 40.5 percent
year on year to 44, while the number
of online fraud cases decreased by
29.7 percent year on year to 102,

according to the website.

The police investigated 585
gaming-related crimes in the first
three months of this year, a year-
on-year increase of 3.2 percent
increase from the same period of
last year, among which the police
recorded 119 cases of illegal
currency exchange activities, 45
cases of providing illegal gambling
loans, and three cases of false
imprisonment resulting from the
illegal provision of gambling loans,
down 9.8 percent, 11.8 percent, and
40.0 percent respectively from 2024.

According to the website, the
police forces used their citywide
CCTV surveillance system to
investigate 2,906 cases in the first
quarter of this year, a year-on-year
increase of 26.2 percent increase
from the 2,302 in the same period
of last year.

The police recorded 29 drunk-
driving cases in the first quarter of
this year, up 52.6 percent from the
same period of last year when 19
cases were reported.

Brain to regain: Chinese health- tech mnovators strlve to restore lost functions

Analysis

BEIJING — More than five years
into the paralysis of his lower body
due to a road accident and having
endured two and a half years of
futile traditional treatment, Zhiping
(pseudonym) could hardly believe
he’d be walking again.

But he is walking now, one
year after a multi-target combined
surgery, by just imagining the
movements in his head.

It was made possible by
the world’s first simultaneous
implantation of the Beinao-1
intelligent brain-computer interface
(BCI) system and a spatiotemporal
spinal cord stimulation system.

Zhiping underwent the surgery
at Xuanwu Hospital of Capital
Medical University in Beijing in
May last year and stayed there to
practice using motor imagery —
imagining lifting his legs —to control
a spinal cord stimulation device
and a lower-limb exoskeleton.

Five months later, as the
muscle strength in his waist and
legs improved, Zhiping began
to independently control the
movement of both thighs, lift his
lower legs, and walk with the aid
of special braces and crutches. As
of now, his condition has improved
from a complete spinal cord injury
to an incomplete spinal cord injury,
according to the hospital.

Jointly developed by the
Chinese Institute for Brain Research
(CIBR) in Beijing and NeuCyber
NeuroTech (Beijing), Co., Ltd,
the semi-invasive Beinao-1
system features an implantable
unit surgically placed inside the
patient’s head, with electrodes
positioned on the outer surface of
the dura mater without penetrating
or damaging brain tissue.

“Don’t be mistaken by its
incredibly thin and soft design —
this electrode array can build a
communication bridge between
the brain and the outside world,”

said Zhang Lei, director of the
Instrumentation Core at the CIBR
and general manager of NeuCyber
NeuroTech, as he displayed a chip-
shaped device placed inside an
artificial brain.

To date, nearly 30 human
implantations of Beinao-1 have been
completed. The longest implantation
has remained in place for more than
one year, with a cumulative safe
operating time of 65,000 hours in
human subjects. The system has
demonstrated stable performance,
helping patients with limb paralysis
regain motor function, while enabling
patients with aphasia to decode and
output nearly 100 commonly used
Chinese words.

“Zhiping’s case challenged
the long-held medical belief that
functional deficits caused by

chronic spinal cord injuries are
irreversible,” said Zhang.

Medicine innovators have also
turned to brain-related products to
restore body functions for patients
with diseases such as epilepsy. The
GAO002 injection, an innovative drug
developed by a team at the CIBR
and translated by the gene therapy
company GenAns Biotechnology
Co., Ltd., is one of them.

Having just received approval to
begin clinical trials in late May, the
drug targets drug-resistant epilepsy
by delivering an engineered
inhibitory receptor to neurons within
the epileptic focus in the brain.

It is the world’s first gene
therapy based on the principles
of  chemogenetics for  this
indication and is at the forefront
internationally. “It shows that
China is increasingly capable of
developing original innovative
drugs,” said Yu Tao, deputy general
manager of the company.

Moreover, leveraging optoge-
netics technology, the company has
independently developed GAO001,
an injectable therapy that can ef-
fectively improve vision in patients

“Beinao-1” (“Beijing Brain No.1”), a domestically developed intelligent system,
activates a robotic arm to pour water into a cup at an exhibition held during the

2026 Zhongguancun Forum (ZGC Forum) in Beijing on March 27.

blinded by retinitis pigmentosa.
More than 10 patients have re-
ceived the treatment to date, all of
whom have achieved varying de-
grees of visual recovery.

The breakthroughs came against
the backdrop of growing national
efforts to build up the BCI sector and
the innovative medicine industry.

The BCI sector was designated
a future industry in this year’s
government work report. It was
also included in the outline of the
15" Five-Year Plan (2026-2030) as
the country aims to cultivate it into
a new engine of growth.

More specifically, a guideline
issued by seven authorities last
August laid out short-term targets
for the innovative development of
the sector, including achieving key
breakthroughs in BCI technologies
with an advanced technology
system, industrial system and
standards  system, by 2027,
and significantly enhancing the
innovation capacity of the industry
with its overall strength ranking
among the world’s leaders by 2030.

In the meantime, biomedicine
was designated a pillar industry
for the first time in the government
work report earlier this year,

- Xinhua

indicating a potential shift from a
research hotspot to tangible public
benefits for innovative drugs.

The growth has been palpable.
AccordingtoanApril think tank report
forecasting the commercialization
of the BCI sector, the total funding
raised by Chinese BCI companies in
the first quarter of 2026 had already
surpassed the amount raised in all
of 2025. It predicts that China’s BCI
market could exceed 5 billion yuan
(about US$ 734 million) in 2026 and
surpass 15 billion yuan by 2030.

In medicine, the total value of
outbound licensing transactions
involving  Chinese innovative
drugs in the first quarter of 2026
exceeded US$ 60 billion, nearly
half of the full-year 2025 total,
marking explosive growth across
the industry.

Further development is
advancing nonstop. Within this year,
Beinao-1 is expected to complete
enrollment for all of its registration
clinical trials and will apply for
medical device registration next
year, whereas Beinao-2, a high-
performance invasive BCI system
based on a different technological
approach, has entered the large-
animal testing stage and is scheduled

to begin clinical validation by the
end of this year.

Also developing its own
invasive BCI system, the Beijing-
based medical technology company
BCIFlex unveiled a 1,000-channel
BCI system in March, with a key
innovation: stretchable, flexible
electrodes that address the problem
of electrode threads being pulled
out due to relative movement
between brain tissue and the skull.

Drawing  inspiration  from
traditional Chinese paper-cutting art,
the company converted tensile loads
on the electrodes into bending and
deformation, thereby minimizing
relative  motion between the
electrodes and brain tissue, reducing
implantation-related damage, and
enabling high-quality, long-term
stable acquisition of neuronal
signals at the single-cell level,
according to Muyesser Sulayman,
marketing manager of BCIFlex.

Noting that the product has

just entered Good Clinical Practice

(GCP) clinical trials, she added
that the company plans to apply
the product in the future to patients
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS) to help them replace or
restore lost motor functions.

For Yu Tao and GenAns
Biotech, their future endeavors
could extend to tackling depression,
which he described as a lack of
response to normal reward stimuli.
For example, drinking iced Coca-
Cola on a hot day would normally
bring pleasure, but patients with
depression remain indifferent to
such events, as their corresponding
brain regions that should have been
activated are not activated.

“The approach is to regulate key
nodes or brain regions related to
emotion, achieving activation where
activation is needed and inhibition
where inhibition is required,” Yu
said, revealing that relevant drug
formulation may be completed
within a year or two. — Xinhua
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Healthy lifestyle sweeps China amid weight
management campaign

Analysis by Xinhua writers Zheng
Bofei and Wang Xiaopeng

BEIJING — For eight weeks,
approximately 180 overweight
teenagers in Shanghai experienced a
new kind of fitness intervention — one
that was far more exciting than the
usual “run more, eat less” prescription.

Instead of pounding the
pavement, they put on virtual reality
(VR) headsets and stepped into digital
sports arenas, where Al-powered
coaches guided them through table
tennis and soccer matches.

The coaching system, named
REVERIE, was developed by an
international multidisciplinary team
led by researchers from Shanghai
Jiao Tong University. By combining
Al-driven coaching, motion
tracking, and immersive VR worlds,
REVERIE is offering a new way to
make exercise more engaging for
overweight and obese adolescents.

From campuses and hospitals
to dinner tables and fitness centers,
weight management in China is
undergoing a fundamental shift —
redefined not as a test of willpower,
but as a science-backed, society-
wide project. That change has been
accelerated by a national campaign
that is now entering its third year.

Two years ago, 16 Chinese
departments and  organizations,
including the National Health
Commission (NHC) and the
ministries of education and civil
affairs, jointly launched a three-
year “Weight Management Year”
initiative, which comes amid rising
concern over overweight and obesity.

The campaign aims to build
supportive environments, promote

healthy lifestyles and improve
abnormal weight conditions among
key groups.

According to the NHC, 34.3
percent of Chinese adults were
overweight, and 16.4 percent were
obese in 2018. Citing research
forecasts, it warned that 70.5
percent of Chinese adults could be
overweight or obese by 2030 if no
effective measures were taken to
curb the trend.

For a growing number of
people, weight management no
longer means simply “getting

thinner.” It now represents a broader
transformation — in how they
exercise, how they seek medical

advice, and how they take charge of
their long-term health.

MAKING EXERCISE
PART OF DAILY LIFE

Exercise remains the most visible
— and the most accessible — pillar of
China’s weight-management push.

At  Dalian  University  of
Technology in northeastern Liaoning
Province, student Wang Zhucen
enrolled in the university’s inaugural
weight management course. After 21
days of regular exercise, nutritional
guidance and group support, he shed
6.3 kilograms — a loss he described as
the best testament to his perseverance.
“I felt genuinely happier,” he added,
“when I sweated for an hour every
day with my classmates.”

The course offers two tracks
— a 21-day intensive program or a
full-semester curriculum — covering
scientific exercise, nutrition and
mental health support. In the first
intensive session alone, 33 students
lost a combined 133 kilograms,
while also showing marked
improvements in blood pressure
and psychological well-being.

Beyond university campuses,
young people are reshaping their
daily routines, too.

Wang Kai, a 31-year-old finance
worker, wrapped up a day at work and
entered a gym in Beijing’s Chaoyang
District at around 7:30 p.m. He threw
himself into training gear and plunged
into a session of sled pushes, rowing,
running and lifting.

“Before, I’d just go home, watch
dramas and play on my phone,” he
said. “Now I come here to train
almost every day.”

This fitness boom rides on a
rapidly expanding public sports
infrastructure. By the end of 2023,
China had built 4.59 million sports
venues and roughly 370,000
kilometers of fitness trails. A
National Bureau of Statistics survey
found that 49.6 percent of Chinese
residents participated in sports and
fitness activities in 2024 —an increase
of 18.7 percentage points from 2018.

EATING DIFFERENTLY

For 28-year-old media worker
Chen Hao, changing his diet has
become as important as changing his
workout routine. His annual physical
check-ups once showed warning

Students take a weight management course at China Agricultural University in

Beijing on March 21, 2025.

signs stacking up year after year —
late nights, spicy takeout, barbecue
and beer. Once he got serious about
training, he ditched food delivery,
began cooking at home, and made it
a habit to get to bed before 11 p.m.

Chen’s story exemplifies a pervasive
practice commonly emphasized by
fitness professionals: regular exercise
matters, and it works far better when
supported by healthier dietary habits.

At  Dalian University of
Technology, nutritional guidance is
woven into the weight management
curriculum. Students are taught
to understand how food, training,
sleep and mental state intertwine.

“To manage weight, we need
to encourage students to engage in
scientific exercise and make proper
diet a part of their daily routine,”
said Chang Bo, a professor at Zhuhai
College of Science and Technology.
“Moreover, college students should
strengthen their self-discipline to
improve their lifestyles and health
management.”

The sweeping campaign has
reached takeout businesses. In
some localities, food delivery
platforms and restaurants are being
encouraged to offer dishes with less
salt, oil and sugar, along with more
nutritionally balanced options. The
aim is to make healthier choices
more accessible — especially for
those who depend on takeout meals.

Experts noted that healthy
weight management should not be
reduced to short-term dieting. It
requires regular meals, balanced
nutrition, adequate protein, reduced
oil, salt and sugar, fewer late-night
snacks, and a deeper understanding

- Xinhua

of how diet affects blood sugar,
blood lipids, body composition and
long-term disease risk.

SEEKING MEDICAL
HELP

Many people who have already
developed metabolic  disorders
are turning to hospital clinics for
professional intervention.

At  Sichuan University in
Chengdu, the campus hospital
recently launched a lifestyle clinic
in response to surging demand
from students and faculty eager
to lose weight scientifically and
adopt  healthier routines. The
initiative came after a freshman
survey revealed common problems:
skipping  breakfast, inadequate
sleep, and a sedentary lifestyle,
according to Su Qiaoli, vice
president of the university hospital.

Unlike conventional —medical
services that often focus on post-
symptom diagnosis and treatment,
this clinic prioritizes prevention —
promoting balanced diets, regular
exercise, sufficient sleep and
emotional regulation — to intervene
early before chronic conditions such
as hypertension or diabetes take hold.

Li Xiaoying, director of
endocrinology  at ~ Zhongshan
Hospital affiliated with Fudan
University, called obesity the

“origin” of many chronic diseases,
including diabetes, hypertension
and cardiovascular disease.

“If obesity is brought under
control,” Li said, “these diseases can
be effectively prevented and treated.”

In  recent years, weight-
management medical services have

expanded rapidly across the country.
By early 2026, more than 5,500
medical institutions at or above the
secondary level had set up healthy
weight management clinics, according
to the NHC. A separate NHC notice
said such clinics should coordinate
resources from departments including
endocrinology, clinical —nutrition,
psychology, cardiovascular medicine,
rehabilitation and traditional Chinese
medicine.

New medications have also
entered the public discourse. They
are not positioned as a shortcut
for casual weight loss, but as a
medically supervised option for
eligible patients living with obesity
or related health risks.

A 58-year-old patient surnamed
Li, who weighed nearly 100
kilograms, was among the first in
China to receive Semaglutide as a
prescribed weight-loss treatment
after Wegovy — a Semaglutide-
based drug — entered the domestic
market. Wang Cunchuan, Li’s
physician, recalled that within a
day of Wegovy’s launch in mid-
November 2024, more than 40
eligible patients came to his hospital
in Guangzhou for consultations.

Yet doctors caution that weight-
loss drugs are unable to act as a
perfect shortcut for everyone.

“A medication is ultimately
aimed at making patients healthier,
improving their quality of life and
extending their lifespan,” said Mu
Yiming, a physician at the Chinese
PLA General Hospital. “The focus
is not on the body mass index — it’s
on the patient.”

Since the launch of the three-year
weight management campaign, Wang
Guangling, deputy director of the
clinical nutrition department at Jiangxi
Provincial People’s Hospital, regularly
appears in short videos on Douyin, the
Chinese version of TikTok, to share
weight loss knowledge.

“Weight loss is a marathon,
not a sprint,” Wang said, urging
the public to manage their weight
scientifically, and invest in health
through sustained actions.

The message is clear: this is not a
temporary campaign to chase a lower
number on the scale. It is a long-term
shift in how people eat, move, sleep,
seek care and manage their health
across a lifetime. — Xinhua

US advocate calls on China, US to take people-to-people exchanges to next level

Interview by Xinhua writer Liu
Yanan

NEW YORK - China and
the United States need to build
on the recent momentum and
make bilateral people-to-people
exchanges longer-lasting  and
more in-depth, said Jan Berris,
vice president of the National
Committee on US-China Relations,
in an interview with Xinhua.

“It is wonderful that China has
been able to fulfill that initiative in
only half the time, in 2.5 years,”
Berris  told Xinhua recently,
referring to the “50,000 in 5 Years”

Initiative announced by President
Xi Jinping.

Since the launch of the initiative
ofinviting 50,000 young Americans
to China for exchange and study
programs in a five-year span in
November 2023, over 50,000
young Americans have visited
China, achieving the target two-
and-a-half years ahead of schedule,
Xi said recently in replying to
a letter from participants of “A
Shared Voyage: China-US Youth
Friendship Program.”

“So now, we need to build on
that and make these exchanges

longer and more in-depth, so that
people have a deeper understanding
of the other country and the people
in the other country,” said Berris.

Berris, who welcomed the visiting
Chinese table tennis delegation to the
United States in 1972, has witnessed
ping-pong  diplomacy firsthand
and the development of China-US
relations over the past decades.

“We need to have that exchange
from younger people up through
high school, college, graduate
school. We need to have these
exchanges at all levels,” Berris said.

“It is the youth who will shape

our future, and we want the young
people of the United States and
China to have the opportunity to
exchange places and spend time in
each other’s countries so they can
better understand the importance of
the relationship,” said Berris.

“It’s really important for people
to see for themselves what the
other country is like, to have an
opportunity to talk to other people.
And then you make up your own
mind,” said Berris. “There’s no
substitute for seeing things with
your own eyes,” she added.

Berris spoke highly of “A

Shared Voyage: China-US Youth
Friendship Program,” calling it a
“wonderful program.”

The program allowed a group
of 20 students from China and the
United States to sail on a marine
science and cultural exchange voyage
from Hong Kong to Shanghai from
the end of March to early April.

“They all shared a common
interest in studying the oceans and
understanding the oceans better. Those
kinds of exchanges are wonderful, and
I just wish we all had the opportunity
to put together programs like that,”
said Berris. — Xinhua
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Japanese stadium cleanups draw
scrutiny at home

Cao Jianjie and Yue Chenxing

MIAMI/TOKYO - Japanese
football fans have once again drawn
attention at the FIFA World Cup by
collecting rubbish after matches, a
practice that has become familiar to
viewers abroad but has also sparked
debate in Japan.

Images of supporters filling
rubbish bags after games have
circulated widely online, and FIFA
recently praised Japanese fans on
social media for cleaning the stands.

Yet the latest wave of attention
has prompted some Japanese
commentators to question whether
the behavior seen at stadiums reflects
everyday life away from the pitch.

A social media post viewed about
1.9 million times challenged the image
often associated with the cleanups.

“Japanese men spend among
the least time on housework
internationally,” read the post.

“Please do it at home,” the post
said, with a satirical illustration
showing a fan who proudly cleans
up the stadium is, in fact, relaxing
on a sofa at home, oblivious to
the pile of laundry and his wife or
mother doing the dishes.

The criticism touched on a
longstanding issue in Japan. Data
from Japan’s Cabinet Office, citing
Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development figures

from 2021, showed women spent
5.5 times longer than men on unpaid
work, including domestic chores,
shopping and caregiving.

The disparity was larger than in
Britain, France and the United States,
where differences between men and
women were considerably smaller.

The discussion has gained
traction because the image of spotless
stadiums does not always align with
other aspects of daily life. In some
entertainment  districts, cigarette
butts can often be seen outside bars
and restaurants after busy evenings.

For supporters of the cleanups,
the practice reflects habits developed
from childhood rather than a desire
for public recognition.

Koichi Nakano, a professor
of politics and history at Sophia
University, said Japanese sports
fans often behave at international
events much as they did when they
first learned sports at school.

Many elementary schools in Japan
require students to clean classrooms
and school grounds themselves.
Similar expectations often extend into
workplaces, where employees help
maintain shared spaces.

Japan has relatively few public
rubbish bins, and many people are
accustomed to taking waste home
rather than discarding it in public
places.

Researchers caution, however,
against viewing the behavior as evidence
that Japan is free of social problems.

Barbara Holthus of the German
Institute for Japanese Studies said it
was important not to place Japanese
society on a pedestal, noting that
every country faces challenges and
shortcomings.

She said social behavior is shaped
by upbringing and by a desire to avoid
creating inconvenience for others.

Another factor may be the
attention the cleanups have received
over the years.

Jeft Kingston, a history professor
at Temple University’s Japan campus,
said widespread media coverage had
helped turn the behavior into a source
of pride for many supporters.

The debate generated mixed
reactions online.

“Wives struggling with husbands
who don’t clean at all should have
them wear Samurai Japan uniforms
at home t0o0,” one comment said.

Others argued that broad
conclusions about Japanese men
were unfair and that the viral criticism
relied on sweeping generalizations.

The discussion highlights a
tension between a behavior that has
earned recognition overseas and
questions about how responsibility
is shared at home, particularly within
Japanese households. — Xinhua

This photo taken on Thursday, shows
people walking over exposed corals after
coastal uplift following an earthquake along
the Pangyan Marine Sanctuary in Glan,
Sarangani.

A powerful earthquake that killed at least 61
people in the Philippines raised the seabed
by as much as two metres, exposing coral
and harming marine life, the environment
department said last Sunday. -AFP

UN envoy calls for release of Myanmar’s
Suu Kyi on 81+ birthday

UNITED NATIONS, United
States — The UN special envoy for
Myanmar on Friday called for the
immediate release of Aung San Suu
Kyi, as the opposition icon spent her
81% birthday under detention inside
the military-controlled nation.

“I have repeatedly raised with
Naypyidaw the predicament of
State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi,
who was re-elected in November
2020 but condemned to a harsh and
punitive detention after the military
takeover,” Julie Bishop told UN

member states, a few weeks after
her fourth visit to Myanmar.

“There  have  been  no
independent verifiable reports of
her circumstances for years. Today
[Friday], on her 81* birthday, I urge
others to join with me in calling for
her release.” she said.

She added that “in the eyes of
many, there can be no progress to
peace while ... State Counsellor Daw
Suu is held prisoner.” Daw is an
honorific and state counsellor was her
official title before the 2021 military

coup against her elected government.

In April, junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing — who became president
after elections that barred the
democratic opposition — announced
that the Nobel Peace Prize laureate,
sentenced to more than 30 years in
prison, would now be placed under
house arrest.

But Aung San Suu Kyi’s
whereabouts remain unclear. Her
son Kim Aris has demanded that
Myanmar’s military rulers provide
proof that his mother is alive. — AFP

2 killed in railway tunnel construction accident
in northern Thailand

BANGKOK — Two people were
killed and at least two others seriously
injured when a heavy installation
component fell onto them inside a
railway tunnel under construction in
northern Thailand on Saturday, local
media reported yesterday.

The accident occurred inside

the 3.4-kilometer Doi Luang

tunnel in Chiang Rai Province,
part of the Den Chai-Chiang Rai-
Chiang Khong railway line, when
falling equipment resulted in the
deaths of two workers and severe
injuries to other workers, who were
immediately transferred to the local
hospital.

The indicated

initial report

that the workers were installing

waterproofing inside the tunnel.
The State Railway of Thailand
has ordered a two-day suspension
of work at the site for experts and
relevant agencies to thoroughly
inspect the structural conditions and
determine the cause of the accident.
— Xinhua
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A refugee tent stands by a roadside in front of the office of the United Nations

)

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday. - AFP

Indonesia to halt free meal
scheme during holidays

JAKARTA — Indonesia will
suspend its free meal scheme
during holiday periods, after mass
protests in the capital condemned
wasteful spending and demanded
that the government address
worsening economic conditions.

The multi-billion-dollar feeding
programme is one of President
Prabowo Subianto’s signature
policies, but has been widely
criticised for its high costs, with
hundreds demonstrating in Jakarta
last week to call for it to be scrapped.

The National Nutrition Agency
(BGN), the body tasked to distribute
the meals, has ordered kitchens not to
serve them in the upcoming holiday
period between June 22 and July 13.

The agency said the freeze
will also apply on future public
and religious holidays as well as
weekends.

BGN spokeswoman Agustina
Arumsari said in a statement late
Thursday the move was not just
about “budget efficiency” but would
“ensure that every resource owned
by the state truly provides optimal
benefits for the groups in need”.

The state is expected to save more
than three trillion rupiah (US$168
million) in the upcoming holiday
period, Agustina said, adding that
this would present an opportunity to
take stock and “ensure that the free
nutritious meal programme becomes
more accurately targeted”.

More than 61 million

people have benefited from the
programme as of March, according
to government figures.

But the scheme has been
blighted by mass food poisonings
and corruption claims since it
started in January last year.

This month, Prabowo fired
Dadan Hindayana, the head of the
BGN since its inception in August
2024, along with two deputies,
stand accused of “crimes in
management” of the agency.

Critics said the holiday suspension
did not address the main problem they
identify, poor governance.

“The suspension of the Free
Nutritious Meals programme during
school holidays is a step that has
come far too late. The main issue
is not merely about distribution
during school holidays, but concerns
the governance of a programme
that has been problematic from the
very beginning,” Ubaid Matraji, a
researcher at the Indonesian Education
Monitoring Network, told AFP.

The free meal scheme had
a goal of reaching at least 82.9
million children, and pregnant and
breastfeeding women — nearly one-
third of the country’s population.

But it was among the first budget
items to be cut back as Jakarta
moved to counter the economic
impact of the Middle East war.

More than 20 percent of children
in Indonesia are affected by stunting
caused by severe malnutrition. — 4FP

WHO warns funding cuts threaten
HIV fight in Asia-Pacific

MANILA — The World Health
Organization (WHO) Regional Office
for the Western Pacific on Friday
warned that disruptions in global
funding could undermine efforts to
curb the spread of HIV in Asia and
the Pacific, home to the world’s
second-largest HIV epidemic.

The WHO regional agency
said about 7 million people in the
region are living with HIV, with an
estimated 280,000 new infections
and 120,000 AIDS-related deaths
recorded annually.  Countries
including Fiji, the Philippines
and Papua New Guinea are
experiencing some of the world’s
fastest-growing HIV epidemics.

The agency said the financing

landscape has changed drastically,
as global development assistance
has fallen sharply and international
support for HIV continues to
decline. Around 76 percent of HIV
prevention spending in the region
still comes from external sources,
leaving outreach and community-led
services for key populations exposed
as international support declines.

It advocated that governments
take responsibility for replacing
external funding, integrating HIV
into universal health coverage and
primary healthcare, strengthening
national systems and data,
addressing societal barriers to
services, and accelerating access
to innovation. — Xinhua
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Nepal’s Central Zoo closes
after bird flu outbreak

KATHMANDU - Nepal’s
Central Zoo, located in the
Kathmandu Valley, has been

closed since Friday after bird flu
was confirmed in several birds
and animals. The zoo, home to a
wide variety of wildlife, is one of
the valley’s major attractions for
holidaymakers and tourists.

In anotice issued on Friday, the
Central Zoo authority said it had
been closed until further notice to
protect the health and safety of the
general public and visitors after
bird flu infections were detected
among animals and birds within
the zoo premises.

Ganesh Koirala, information
officer at the Central Zoo, told
Xinhua that more than a dozen
birds and a few animals had tested
positive for the virus, forcing
authorities to temporarily shut
down the facility for disinfection.

“Some birds died due to bird
flu,” he said.

Although  human-to-human
transmission of bird flu is rare,
people involved in the daily care
of infected animals and birds are at
greater risk of contracting the virus.

The first outbreak of bird flu in
the current fiscal year 2025/26 was
confirmed on March 18 in Morang
district, Koshi Province in eastern
Nepal. Since then, at least 55 poultry
farms have been affected, according
to the Department of Livestock
Services under the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forest and Environment.

“The increasing number of af-
fected farms in the Kathmandu
Valley highlights continuing trans-
mission dynamics and underscores
the need for strengthened biosecurity,
surveillance, and response inter-
ventions,” the department said.

— Xinhua

Tight security as India holds
exam retest after leak scandal

NEW DELHI - India’s 2.2
million aspiring medical students
sat a re-examination under tight
security yesterday, after the last
test was scrapped following
a paper leak that triggered
widespread outrage.

The failure of the hugely
competitive exam, along with a
separate marking fiasco in high
school tests, sparked an outcry and
fuelled youth protests demanding
the education minister’s resignation.

The authorities say they have
deployed more than 200,000
officials, including police, and
restricted the Telegram messaging
app.
The National Testing Agency
(NTA) said it had put in a place a
“multi-layered security framework
to ensure a fair and transparent
examination”.

That  includes  biometric
authentication, Al-enabled camera

surveillance and GPS tracking of

question papers, it said.

The examination was
scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m.
local time.

The National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET), the gateway
to India’s medical colleges, is

taken annually by millions of

candidates competing for just over
100,000 undergraduate seats.

The intense competition has
fuelled a vast coaching industry

and created opportunities for
organised criminal  networks
seeking to profit from paper leaks
and exam fraud.

The leak prompted a backlash
from students and parents after last
month’s exam was scrapped, with

Indian media reporting suicides of

some teenagers.

India’s  Central
Investigation has arrested the alleged
kingpin behind the leak, identifying
him as a chemistry lecturer.

The NTA said that messaging
apps were used “by cheating
rackets to defraud candidates” by
sharing leaked questions.

Telegram head Pavel Durov
said the week-long ban would not
work, arguing that the “leaks just
moved to other apps” and that the
issue was the “insiders who leaked
the exam materials”.

The controversy came on top
of another dispute over the online
marking system used for tests taken
by nearly two million high school
students, with many alleging
incorrect grades or results were
assigned to the wrong candidates.

Public anger has also
fuelled the rise of the satirical
“Cockroach  People’s  Party”,

which has attracted millions of

followers since its launch in May

and demanded the resignation of

Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan.

Japan raises visa fees 5-fold

from

TOKYO - The Japanese
government has decided to raise
single-entry visa fees for foreigners
fivefold to 15,000 yen (about US$90)
from 3,000 yen beginning in July.

The decision, marking the first
increase since 1978 amid inflation
and the yen’s depreciation, was
announced by Foreign Minister

July

Motegi Toshimitsu during a press
conference held on Friday.

Under the revision, issuance
fees for multiple-entry visas will
rise from 6,000 yen to 30,000 yen.

“We do not expect the move
to have an immediate impact on
inbound tourism,” Motegi said.

— Xinhua
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Indian guru urges broader view

Julie Fraysse

NEW DELHI - Indian yoga
expert and teacher Varun Veer said
ahead of International Yoga Day
yesterday that its Western form
is often reduced to the physical
dimension, but the millennia-old
practice is also mental and spiritual.

“In the Indian tradition, we work
on the body, the breath, the mind...”
he said, saying yoga in the West
is “reduced 95 percent to asanas
(postures) and very little to prana
(breath)”.

Veer, who opened a studio in
New Delhi in 2023 after teaching
the discipline everywhere from
Greece, France and Canada to the
United States and Hong Kong, said
the history dates back more than
10,000 years.

Initially, hatha yoga, the most
traditional practice, was the “most
widespread form in the West”, Veer
said.

Gradually, new methods such as
Iyengar Yoga, Ashtanga and Sivananda
— named after the masters who
developed them — began to emerge.

“The sequences and postures
may differ, (but) they are all based
on hatha yoga,” the 51-year-old
yogi, who holds a doctoral degree
on the origins and essence of the
discipline, told AFP.

He was introduced to the practice
at the age of nine by his father.

Still, he said he welcomed
the worldwide enthusiasm for the
discipline, which began to take
off in the 1970s and 1980s in the
United States where Indian teachers
settled, before spreading to Europe
and later to Hong Kong, Singapore
and Japan.

‘Dedicated practice’

According to Veer, many

of yoga
l

studio in New Delhi on Friday.

Indians practice yoga daily, though
not necessarily in the way it is
understood abroad.

“If you look at Indian culture,
Indian traditions and family values,
we are taught meditation from the
beginning,” he said.

“If I speak in Hindi at home, we
always say ‘dhyan se khao’, which
means when you are eating, you
should focus on your food. ‘Dhyan
se padho’ means when you study,
focus on your studies. ‘Dhyan
se chalo’ means when you walk,
focus on your walk. So everywhere
we add ‘dhyan’. ‘Dhyan’ means
meditation.”

Veer, a disciple of the Indian yogi
and philosopher Sri Aurobindo, said
he is pleased to see yoga become
even more popular in India, where it
is now part of school and university
curricula.

He hopes this will encourage
more people to engage in physical
activity and to recognise its health
benefits.

He said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who in 2014 initiated the

Varun Veer, founder of Lifeyoga, demonstrates ‘Pranayama’ during a session at his

- AFP

UN resolution that made June 21
the International Day of Yoga,
has contributed significantly to
promoting the practice.

Since coming to power in
2014, the Hindu nationalist leader
has made India’s ancient culture a
central pillar of his cultural policy.

He has even created a ministry
dedicated to yoga and traditional
medicines such as Ayurveda.

However, Veer warned yoga
teacher training should be more
closely supervised and regulated
worldwide.

“It’s not good for yoga culture,
it’s not good for the teacher, it’s not
good for the students and it’s not
good for humanity.”

“You need dedicated practice,”
said Veer, noting that he recruits
instructors who have graduated from
India’s many yoga universities.

After more than 40 years of
practice, Veer, who devotes between
90 minutes and two hours a day to
the discipline, urged “the West to
rethink the way it trains and teaches
yoga”. —AFP

Australia agrees to pay millions to compensate
asylum seekers locked in desert

SYDNEY — Australia has
agreed to pay A$28 million (US$20

million) to compensate dozens of

asylum seekers held in a remote
immigration detention centre two
decades earlier by a conservative
government seeking to deter boat
arrivals.

The Woomera detention centre
opened in the southern Australian
desert in 1999. Within six months
it held nearly 1,500 people, most
from Iraq and Afghanistan. A third
of detainees were children.

The centre led human rights
groups to condemn Australia’s
punitive asylum seeker policies as
protesting detainees sewed their
lips closed on hunger strikes and
attempted mass breakouts.

It was closed in 2003.

Last week, Australia’s High
Court ruled the government was not
immune from compensation claims
for immigration detention found to
be unlawful.

Shine Lawyers said on Friday
the Australian government had

agreed to settle a class action by
38 former detainees who allege
serious harm while they were held
in immigration detention in the
Woomera and Baxter centres.

“Today is an important moment,
but it is also one marked by grief.
Some group members did not live to
see this day,” said Nicholas Kitchin
of Shine Lawyers.

“For many group members,
Australia is now home. They
have built lives, families and
communities here, while continuing

to live with the consequences of

an extraordinarily trying chapter in
their lives.”

A Home Affairs department
spokesman said the matter had been
resolved “in accordance with legal
principle and practice”.

After closing the desert camps,
Australia  shifted to deporting
asylum seckers who had arrived by
boat to camps in the remote Pacific
islands of Nauru and Manus Island
as they waited for refugee claims to
be processed.

Separately, human rights group
Refugee Action Coalition on
Friday urged the government to
medically evacuate a 36-year-old
Kurdish-Iranian refugee sent to
Manus Island in Papua New Guinea
in 2013, saying his mental and
physical health had significantly
deteriorated.

The group released photographs of
the emaciated condition of the refugee,
Hatam Yekta, in Port Moresby, where
he has been hospitalised.

“Hatam’s  condition is an
appalling example of the plight
of the 10 or 12 refugees who are

suffering serious mental health
problems as a result of their
mistreatment in  Manus Island

detention,” said Refugee Action
Coalition spokesman Ian Rintoul.
Australia’s  government says
Papua New Guinea’s government is
responsible for the management of
refugees remaining in Papua New
Guinea, after an arrangement to
process asylum seekers there ended
in 2022. —AFP
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Vance hopes US, Iran can turn
‘new leaf’ with talks

Robin Millard

BURGENSTOCK, Switzerland
— US Vice President JD Vance
expressed hopes yesterday of
turning a “new leaf” during talks
with Iran in Switzerland, even as
the threat of renewed fighting in
Lebanon and lack of consensus on
key issues rendered prospects for a
permanent deal elusive.

The negotiations to end a war that
sowed chaos across the Middle East
and rattled the global economy are
meant to trigger a 60-day period to
settle broader issues that have dogged
US-Iranian relations for decades.

But even as US and Iranian
representatives gathered in
Switzerland alongside Pakistani
and Qatari mediators, Israeli Prime
Minister ~Benjamin  Netanyahu
reiterated his declarations that
troops would remain in south
Lebanon “as long as necessary”.

“We will remain in the security
zone in southern Lebanon for as long
as necessary to protect the cherished
residents of the north and all the
citizens of Israel,” Netanyahu said.

US President Donald Trump,
meanwhile, threatened to strike Iran
if it did not “immediately stop their
highly paid PROXIES in Lebanon
from causing trouble”.

Netanyahu also repeated vows
that he would “not allow Iran to
acquire nuclear weapons”, while
Iran’s state broadcaster said the
nuclear programme had not been
discussed yesterday.

“No negotiations  regarding
Iran’s nuclear programme took place
during the 80-minute first round of
talks,” the broadcaster said, adding
that it was not clear whether the talks
would continue or be suspended.

It said the focus had been on the
implementation of the memorandum
of understanding between Tehran
and Washington, and the situation
in Lebanon, adding that the Iranian
delegation refused to begin the
meeting until journalists left the room.

Vance, flanked by US negotiators
Jared Kushner and Steve Witkoff in
the luxury Swiss resort Biirgenstock,
nonetheless hailed “a historic
meeting”, adding: “The question
before us now is how much more can
we accomplish together?

“Can we turn over a new leaf?

-

Can we change relations in the
Middle East permanently?

“Or do we go back to doing
things the old way, which is not our
preference, but it’s certainly very
much something that can happen.”

Sticking points

The talks to end the months-long
conflict are taking place against the
backdrop of Iran closing the strategic
Strait of Hormuz again in response
to recent Israeli attacks on Lebanon.

“It is not possible to enter the
negotiation phase for a final agreement”
unless there is an end to the war in
Lebanon, foreign ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Bagaei wrote on X.

Washington  and  Tehran’s
memorandum of understanding
signed earlier in June included a
provision to end fighting in Lebanon
between Israel and Hezbollah.

Butthere have been repeated clashes
in Lebanon since, which prompted Iran
to say it would again shutter the crucial
oil and gas trade route, having opened it
as part of the deal.

By yesterday evening, however,
there had been no reports of Israeli
strikes or continued fighting, with
some residents of southern Lebanon
cautiously trickling back to their homes.

Lebanon aside, there has been
no indication that Iran’s support
for armed groups across the region,
which has long drawn the ire of the
US and Israel, will be addressed in
the negotiations.

There  remained  scepticism
from Tehran with Mohsen Rezaei, a
military adviser to supreme leader
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, posting

US Vice President
JD Vance delivers
remarks on the
sidelines of a
quadrilateral
meeting between
the United States,
Iran, Pakistan
and Qatar at the
Biirgenstock
luxury hotel
complex near
Lake Lucerne,
Switzerland,
yesterday, as part
of talks aimed at
advancing a deal
to end the Middle
East conflict. - AFP

on X that “the enemy has shown itself
to be a promise-breaker”.

Speaking yesterday, Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian said
Tehran would not relinquish its
right to enrich uranium, though he
repeated Iran’s denial that it wants
nuclear weapons.

“We can also state in writing that we
have no intention of building a bomb,”
he said on the presidential website.

Baqaei, meanwhile, said the
unfieezing of Iranian assets and “issuing
the necessary licences for the sale of
Iranian oil will also be on the agenda”.

Lebanon fighting

The fighting between Israel and
Hezbollah, sparked by the Tehran-
backed militant group attacking
Israel in support of Iran in the wider
war, has repeatedly threatened to
derail peace efforts.

On Friday, planned US-Iranian
talks were postponed after Israel
launched deadly strikes in Lebanon
following the deaths of four of its
soldiers in combat there.

Israel’s military chief visited
troops in south Lebanon yesterday,
where he said Hezbollah was in a
“very difficult position”.

“Hezbollah has suffered a severe
and significant blow, and we are
committed to remaining prepared
to continue operating and prevent
its rebuilding,” Lieutenant General
Eyal Zamir said, according to a
military statement.

The overall death toll from
the fighting in Lebanon has now
surpassed 4,100, the Lebanese health
ministry said yesterday. —AFP

German defence minister blames Trump
for Strait of Hormuz closure

BERLIN — German Defence Min-
ister Boris Pistorius yesterday blamed
US President Donald Trump for the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, calling
for the vital waterway to be reopened.

“Ultimately, the cork in the bottle
neck of the Strait of Hormuz was
pushed in by Donald Trump, not by
us, but we have an interest in getting
it out again,” Pistorius said in an
interview with broadcaster ARD.

The Strait of Hormuz, a key
conduit for oil and gas shipments,
was effectively blockaded during the
hostilities that began on February 28

with US-Israeli attacks on Iran.

Tehran had agreed to reopen it
under a preliminary accord signed
by Trump and his Iranian counterpart
Masoud Pezeshkian, and shipping
traffic had begun to recover.

But Iran on Saturday said it was
once again closing the vital waterway
over Israeli attacks in Lebanon.

“The opening of the Strait of
Hormuz, or rather safe passage
through it, is in Europe’s interest, in the
interest of our energy supply and our
economic recovery,” Pistorius said.

The minister added that any

agreement to reopen the strait would
need the support of Iran and Oman.
Berlin has repeatedly distanced
itself from Trump’s campaign against
Iran, though officials have stopped
short of blaming the US for the conflict.
When Trump pressed allies to
help re-open or secure the Strait
of Hormuz in April, German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz said the
war was “not a matter for NATO”.
Merz and Pistorius have also
criticised the United States for
not consulting its allies before
beginning strikes on Iran.  — AFP
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King Charles to reveal
personal tax bill: Palace

Joe Jackson

LONDON - King Charles III
will reveal his personal tax bill
in a bid to improve transparency,
Buckingham Palace confirmed to
AFP yesterday as royal finances
come under increasing public
scrutiny in Britain.

British monarchs are legally
exempt from paying certain taxes,
though they have paid some duties
voluntarily for decades.

They also have no obligation to
disclose their private tax bills, but
recent scandals surrounding the
disgraced former prince Andrew
Mountbatten-Windsor have thrust
the royal family’s finances into the
spotlight.

Charles began releasing his
personal tax information when
he was heir to the throne, but
will become the first monarch to
disclose it.

“The decision to do so as
Sovereign has come at the express
wish of the King himself,” a palace
spokesperson said in a statement
released late Saturday to a limited
number of British media outlets.

It added that the move was
“part of the adaptations carried
across” since Charles acceded to
the throne in 2022.

“Our aim is to explain all
elements of royal finances in a way
that further enhances clarity and
accessibility, while also placing it
in its historical and constitutional
context.

“To put it simply: we continue
to modernise and evolve.”

Charles’s tax information will
be shared on Thursday as part of
the release of annual royal financial
accounts, the BBC reported.

Varied income

Anti-monarchy campaign
group  Republic called for
independent authorities to audit
and disclose royal tax and income,
saying  Charles’s  voluntary
disclosure decision “leaves many
unanswered questions”.

“The royals can’t be allowed
to self-declare their tax,” its head
Graham Smith said in a statement
Sunday. “They’ll spin this as
Charles being a huge tax payer,
but the question is why is his
income so high?”

The head of the royal family
gets money from various sources,
including the publicly-funded
Sovereign Grant as well as private
duchy income worth tens of
millions of pounds more.

The grant — an annual
government payment to cover the
costs of official duties by working
royals — has increased markedly
in 2025-2026, to £132.1 million
(US$175 million), compared with
£86.3 million the prior financial
year.

Meanwhile, Charles received
£26.8 million in private income
from the Duchy of Lancaster in
2024-25.

Profits from the historic duchy
— a large, diversified portfolio of

Britain’s King Charles Ill reacts as his
horse Warrant Holder comes second
during the Duke of Edinburgh stakes
race on the fourth day of the Royal
Ascot horse racing meeting in Ascot,
west of London, on Friday. - AFP

land, property, and investments
managed like a modern business —
funds personal expenses and some
official duties.

It is the main source of
private income for the head of the
monarchy, with the heir — currently
Charles’s eldest son William,
Prince of Wales — benefiting from
a similar arrangement with his
Duchy of Cornwall.

Image repair

Under UK law, monarchs do
not have to pay income, capital
gains or inheritance taxes.

However, since 1993 they
have voluntarily paid the first
two, following public pressure
and scrutiny of royal finances,
including questions over who
would pay for repairs following a
fire at Windsor Castle.

Like his father, William
voluntarily pays income and
capital gains taxes on his duchy’s
profits.

The upcoming tax disclosures
will illuminate Charles’s other
personal income.

The king owns both Balmoral
and Sandringham Estates, which
were inherited from his mother,
the late Queen Elizabeth II. They
were exempt from inheritance tax
under a long-standing government
agreement.

Other private sources of
income could include money from
investments or trading profits.

The royal family has sought to
repair its image since damaging
revelations  around  Andrew,
Charles’s younger brother, and
his ties to the late US sex offender

Jeftrey Epstein.
It has also emerged that the
disgraced ex-prince earned a

private income from subletting
cottages while paying a symbolic
“peppercorn rent” for a mansion
for more than two decades.

The UK parliament’s watchdog
Public  Accounts = Committee
has launched an inquiry into
residential property arrangements
provided to royals in the wake of
the revelations. —AFP




MONDAY June 22, 2026 Your trusted source for real news

Brazil’'s Amazon
defender Raoni undergoes
intestinal surgery

SAO PAULO - Brazilian
indigenous leader Raoni
Metuktire, a celebrated defender
of the Amazon rainforest,
underwent surgery Saturday for
an intestinal obstruction and was
recovering in intensive care, a Sao
Paulo hospital said.

Raoni, who is over 90 years
old, was admitted to the University
of Sao Paulo Hospital on Friday
suffering from “intestinal
obstruction, dehydration, and
aspiration pneumonia.”

He was admitted in “serious
but stable condition.”

The hospital said in a press
release on Saturday that Raoni
“underwent surgery to remove
the obstruction using a minimally
invasive technique to restore
normal intestinal transit.”

“The procedure was completed

without  complications,”  the
statement said.
Doctors said Raoni was

receiving antibiotics and further
care for recovery.
He was transferred to Sao

Paulo from the intensive care unit
of a hospital in Brazil’s Amazon
region, where he had been in
intensive care since last Sunday
after  experiencing  vomiting,
abdominal pain, and coughing up
blood.

The Kayapo tribal chief has
travelled the world for decades to
advocate for the Amazon rainforest
and traditional indigenous
communities, lobbying heads of
state, monarchs and popes.

Raoni was previously
hospitalised in May for treatment
of a hernia and was diagnosed with
chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease and heart problems.

He had remained active in
recent months, attending the
Free Land Camp, Brazil’s largest
annual gathering of Indigenous
people, in April.

Raoni first gained prominence
in the 1970s when he campaigned
against the construction of a
trans-Amazonian highway during
Brazil’s military dictatorship.

—AFP

Brazilian indigenous leader of the Kayapo tribe Raoni Metuktire smokes during
an AFP interview at Raoni Institute in Peixoto de Azevedo in Mato Grosso state,

Brazil, on March 19, 2025.

- AFP

Brazil probes possible
cyberattack on alert system

BRASILIA — Brazil’s civil
defence authority said on Saturday
it had disabled its mobile phone
emergency alert system after a
possible cyberattack sent false
alert messages to millions of
people overnight.

“The message sent was an
Extreme Alert and contained the
word ‘misanthropy,” meaning hatred
of humanity. It was probably a
hacker attack,” it said in a statement.

Overnight from Friday to
Saturday, Brazilians on social
media reported being woken up by
the loud sound of the alerts typically
used for major emergencies.

Civil Defence said the
false messages were “remotely
ordered by someone outside the
national system of protection and
civil defence,” and delivered to
“various regions of the country.”

The authority said it called in
Federal Police to investigate, and

would work to restore the system
as quickly as possible, once its
security had been bolstered.

“Everything leads us to believe
it was a hacker attack,” Civil
Defence Secretary Wolnei Wolff
told a news conference, adding
that “millions” of citizens received
the false alerts.

“There is no cause for concern
among the public,” said the
government telecommunications
agency, Anatel, in a statement.

Brazil’s Civil Defence uses
cell broadcast technology that
sends audio and visual alerts that
interrupt any activity on a cell
phone — even if it is on silent mode
—to get the user’s attention.

“Who else was woken up
here in Sdo Paulo? A cell phone
screaming, a maddening beep,”
actress Monica lozzi said in an
Instagram video. “I thought the
world was falling apart.” —AFP
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Starmer mulling ‘political
realities’: senior minister

Joe Jackson

LONDON - British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer was reflecting
this past weekend on the “political
realities” that he faces, a senior
minister said yesterday, amid media
reports the premier would resign
within days.

It follows veteran Labour
politician ~ and  rival  Andy
Burnham’s victory in a by-election
on Friday, which paves the way for
the 56-year-old to challenge the
beleaguered Starmer to be party
leader and prime minister.

Any Labour leadership candidate
must be a member of parliament.

If Starmer does leave office this
year, Britain will get its seventh
prime minister in a decade — an
unprecedented rate of churn in its
modern history.

US President Donald Trump
shared his thoughts yesterday in
typically blunt fashion, writing
on his Truth Social platform that
“Keir Starmer will resign as Prime
Minister of The United Kingdom”.

“He failed badly on two very
important subjects - IMMIGRATION
AND ENERGY (OPEN NORTH
SEA OIL!). I wish him well!”

Burnham — Greater Manchester
mayor since 2017 —has made clear
he intends to bid to lead slumping
centre-left Labour, warning in his
by-election victory speech that the
party had a “final chance to change”.

He is expected to be sworn in as
an MP today.

If successful ousting Starmer,
he would become prime minister
by default, given that ruling Labour
has a huge parliamentary majority.

‘Frank’ talks

Starmer, who is  deeply
unpopular with voters according to
polling, has insisted he will fight
any attempt to oust him.

But the emphatic nature of
Burnham’s win in the Makerfield
constituency in northwest England

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer gestures as he talks with local residents as he

visits a housing development in north-west London on Friday.

—where he nearly doubled Labour’s
majority — has increased the internal
pressure on Starmer to quit.

Business Secretary Peter Kyle
said yesterday that Starmer was
“making time to reflect on the political
realities, challenges and opportunities
that he finds himself in”.

“He has been engaging in
conversations with a wide, wide
range of people,” Kyle told Sky
News broadcaster after having what
he said was a “frank” conversation
with Starmer on Friday.

The Observer, The Guardian and
The Sunday Telegraph newspapers
all reported Starmer was preparing
to resign as soon as today.

The Observer said he would “set
out a timetable for his departure”,
noting he had been holding weekend
talks from Chequers, the countryside
retreat for prime ministers.

Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper
was among the senior ministers
telling her boss to stand down, Sky
News reported.

Local elections fallout
Starmer, who took office in July
2024, has been clinging to power for
months after a tenure littered with
missteps, policy U-turns, scandals
and ministerial resignations.
He was nearly forced out in

- AFP

March, over his ill-fated decision to
appoint ex-Jeffrey Epstein associate
Peter Mandelson as Britain’s
ambassador to Washington.

Labour’s drubbing in local and
regional polls in England, Scotland
and Wales last month once again
intensified the pressure on him.

The fallout from the polls saw
Makerfield’s previous Labour MP
quit in order to allow Burnham to
stand there.

Burnham, a former MP and
government minister under ex-
prime ministers Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown, is due to be sworn
back in to parliament today.

From the so-called soft-left wing
of Labour, he reinforced his reputation
as the party’s most popular figure by
easily beating the hard-right populist
Reform UK party’s candidate in last
week’s by-election.

Reform, led by Brexit architect
Nigel Farage, had won all
Makerfield’s wards in last month’s
local elections there.

Burnham has provided little
detail about his plans for government
if he wins power.

UK media reported that he
intends to replace finance minister
Rachel Reeves, while keeping
interior minister Shabana Mahmood
in post. —AFP

Bolivia removes roadblocks after
emergency decree

José Arturo Cardenas

LA PAZ - Bolivian police
driving bulldozers cleared highways
yesterday and fuel trucks rolled into
La Paz after the president declared a
state of emergency to remove anti-
government roadblocks that had
paralysed the Andean nation.

For more than six weeks, unions,
indigenous groups and coca farmers
have marched through cities and
blocked roads across the country
with rubble, logs and debris in protest
against the conservative government
as people endure Bolivia’s worst
economic crisis in 40 years.

Major cities have suffered acute
shortages of fuel, food and medicine,
the economy has lost billions of
US dollars, and the protests have
threatened to topple Bolivia’s first non-
socialist government in two decades.

President Rodrigo Paz appeared

in a pre-dawn televised address
on Saturday to declare a state of
emergency and warned protesters
they would face “the full force of the
law” as he moved to end the crisis.

As of yesterday, the number of
roads blocked fell from 50 to 28, the
highway department said.

After roads were cleared in a
high-altitude plateau called the
Altiplano, trucks carrying gasoline
or diesel fuel started rumbling
towards and into La Paz and nearby
El Alto, both of which had been
suffering fuel shortages.

Security forces yesterday also
worked for a second day to free up a
road between La Paz and the city of
Oruro, recovering a conduit key for
bringing in fuel from neighbouring
Chile.

Hydrocarbons Minister Marcelo
Blanco said fuel trucks were

arriving in major cities. “The goal
of the decree was to free the country
from this blockage.”

Paz’s 90-day state of emergency
curbs the right to protest and allows
the military to be deployed.

The protesters want Paz to
abandon  neo-liberal  economic
reforms and step down, less than a
year after he was elected.

The 58-year-old had signalled he
was ready to negotiate and, earlier
last week, agreed to a deal with one
of the country’s major trade unions
to end the crisis.

In exchange for a promise not
to privatise state companies and
to hold further talks, the Bolivian
Workers’ Central union agreed to
end their protests.

But some indigenous groups
have vowed to fight on, and some
major roadblocks remain.  — AFP
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Spanish judge bans PM’s wife from leaving country

Daniel Silva

MADRID — A Spanish judge
on Saturday ordered the wife of
Socialist Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez, Begofia Gomez, to
stand trial by jury for corruption
and banned her from leaving the

country.
The case is one of several
corruption  affairs that have

embroiled the Socialist leader’s
family and former allies, threatening
to topple his minority coalition
government.

Judge Juan Carlos Peinado
ordered Gomez to surrender her
passport, barred her from leaving
Spain and required her to report

to court twice a month pending a
verdict, citing a risk of flight.

The judge said in his 84-page
ruling that “instructions shall be
issued to all border posts and
civilian and military airports” to
ensure Gomez complies with the
ban on leaving the country.

No date for the trial has been set.

Peinado in April formally
charged Gomez with embezzle-
ment, influence peddling, corrup-
tion in business dealings and misap-
propriation of funds.

He opened the investigation in
April 2024 to determine whether
Gomez had exploited her position
as Sanchez’s wife for private gain,

which she and the prime minister
deny.

The case centres on the creation
and management of a chair at
Madrid’s Complutense University
that was co-directed by Gomez, as
well as the alleged use of public
resources and personal connections
to advance private interests.

“The chair served as a means of
private professional development
for the person under investigation,”
the judge wrote when he charged
Gomez.

‘Dreadful day’

The case originated from a
complaint filed by an anti-corruption

Portugal to create sovereign wealth fund: PM

LISBON - Portugal’s centre-
right  Prime  Minister  Luis
Montenegro yesterday announced
plans to create a sovereign wealth
fund that would allow the state to
take stakes in strategic sectors of
the economy.

“The intention is to hold
relevant shareholdings in strategic
companies for the country’s
development and  resilience,”
Montenegro said at a gathering of
his Social Democratic Party (PSD)

in the central town of Anadia.

The fund could invest in sectors
such as energy, and potentially
banking, telecommunications and
airport infrastructure management
if concession holders failed to meet
their obligations, he said.

Montenegro did not provide a
timeline for the fund’s creation or
details on its size or funding model.

Sovereign  wealth funds,
state-owned investment vehicles
typically used to manage public

assets for long-term returns, are
often financed by resource revenues
or fiscal surpluses.

Portugal posted a small budget
surplus last year, one of the few
European Union countries not to
run a deficit.

Spain announced in January
the creation of a sovereign wealth
fund to support sectors including
housing and national security, using
European Union recovery funds as
seed capital. —AFP
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group with far-right ties.

“Today is a dreadful day for
those of us who believe in justice,”
Justice Minister Félix Bolanos
wrote on X in response to the
judge’s ruling, adding “truth will
ultimately prevail”.

Spanish  Socialist Workers’
Party (PSOE) officials criticised
the decision to bar Gémez from
leaving the country, calling it
exaggerated.

In his 84-page ruling, Peinado
rejected the argument that the police
who routinely provide protection
to Gomez would prevent her from
fleeing.

Those officers “could either on

their own initiative or following
orders from their superiors” help
“facilitate an escape that would
make it impossible for the accused
to be available to justice”, he
wrote.

When the investigation was
opened into Goémez in 2024,
Sanchez temporarily suspended
his public duties for several days
to consider whether to remain in
office.

Sanchez — one of Europe’s
few remaining leftist leaders — has
dismissed the allegations against his
wife as an attempt by the right wing
to undermine his government.

—AFP

Ox-drawn carts used
to carry US aid in fuel-
starved Cuba

This AFPTV screengrab shows residents affected by Hurricane Melissa in
October 2025 receiving humanitarian aid from Caritas volunteers, sent from the
United States, in the rural community of Hongolosongo, a village in EIl Cobre,

Santiago de Cuba, eastern Cuba, on June 13.

HONGOLOSONGO -
Pushing a modified bicycle that
serves him as a wheelchair,
Teodardo Debardet returns home
after receiving an aid package
sent by the United States to Cuban
victims of last year’s Hurricane
Melissa.

Even as Washington maintains
a harsh fuel blockade and a slew
of sanctions pile misery on
Cubans, the US continues to send
relief to Melissa victims through
the Catholic NGO Caritas.

Debardet, a double amputee
who lost both legs in a workplace
accident, lives outside the town of
El Cobre in the eastern province
of Santiago de Cuba.

His aid package includes rice,
beans, oil, and canned goods,
along with hygiene products like
soap, detergent, toothbrushes,
and chlorine tablets for purifying
water.

The Caritas volunteers, as part
of the care package, also offer the
victims medical check-ups and
haircuts.

Hurricane Melissa ripped the
roof off Debardet’s home and
destroyed his bathroom when it
barrelled past in October 2025.

In his rural community of just
over 130 inhabitants, less than
half of the homes have electricity,

- AFP

and only a minority have access to
piped water.

Many residents have still not
been able to repair their roofs.

The distribution of the US aid
is hampered by fuel shortages
aggravated by  Washington’s
blockade.

“It’s a little difficult for
us because we have to find
transportation, get fuel and see
who can give us a ride,” said
Katia Simon, head of Caritas in El
Cobre.

When the petrol and diesel
run out, the aid is transported by
ox-drawn cart.

“We welcome this aid from
wherever it comes...if it’s from
the people of the United States,
that’s fine,” said Osmany Vedey, a
63-year-old beneficiary.

The United Nations, European
Union, China, Venezuela, Mexico
and other countries also sent aid
to Melissa victims.

Separately from the millions
in relief it sent to Melissa victims,
Washington has offered a further
US$100 million in aid for Cuba.

President Miguel Diaz-Canel
has argued that lifting a more-
than-six-decade US trade embargo
on Cuba would be more helpful
than sending aid.

—AFP
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& . Ma Ning (left)
shows a yellow
card to Curacao’s
midfielder Tahith
Chong (centre) the
2026 World Cup
Group E match
between Ecuador
and Curacao

at the Kansas
City Stadium in
Kansas City on
Saturday. — AFP

- — = )
. > o ’ ‘. w Chinese referee
I

Yamal scores on injury return
as Spain thrash Saudi Arabia

Continued from p.1

Pressure rises on Saudis

Oyarzabal found space in behind the Saudi defence and his low
cross picked out the 18-year-old to slot in at the back post.

The Saudis held Uruguay 1-1 in their opening game but there
was little evidence that the billions splashed to raise the level of
their domestic league has aided the national team.

Coach Georgios Donis looked particularly irked that two of
Spain’s goals came from corners.

Oyarzabal pounced on Aymeric Laporte’s flick on to give the
2010 winners the breathing space they craved.

Just three minutes later, the Real Sociedad forward volleyed home
from Dani Olmo’s header for his 14" international goal in his last 13 caps.

Oyarzabal was inches away from a first half hat-trick when his
audacious effort with the outside of his foot from a narrow angle
came back off the crossbar.

But with the job done by half-time, De la Fuente could afford
the luxury of replacing Yamal and Oyarzabal at the break.

The changes did not disrupt the waves of Spanish attack
towards the Saudi goal, but the fourth also came via a corner.

Cucurella was afforded acres of space to shoot and although his
effort was repelled by Mohammed al-Owais, the rebound deflected
in off the unfortunate Tambakti.

To round off an ideal afternoon for De la Fuente on his 65"
birthday, Nico Williams and Mikel Merino were afforded valuable
minutes off the bench in the second period as they too get up to
match speed after lengthy absences due to injury.

By contrast, the pressure is now on Donis to deliver in Saudi
Arabia’s final group game against Cape Verde in Houston.

Victory will likely take the Arabian Falcons into the knockout
stages for the first time since the World Cup was last in the United
States 32 years ago.

Spain travel to Guadalajara next for the final group game
against two-time winners Uruguay on Friday. —AFP
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Japan striker Ueda channels frustration
to send World Cup warning

MONTERREY, Mexico — Ayase
Ueda warned Sweden his confidence was
sky-high after the red-hot striker scored a
classy World Cup brace to put Japan on
the cusp of the knockout rounds.

Japan thrashed Tunisia 4-0 on
Saturday to join the Netherlands at the
top of Group F and all but seal their
place in the last 32 with a game to spare.

That game is against Sweden, who
sit third after being hammered 5-1 by
the Dutch in Houston.

In the landmark 1,000" match in
the history of the World Cup, Japan
put on a show in Mexico’s Monterrey
to demonstrate why they are fancied to
go far in the tournament.

Netherlands-based Ueda, who has
been linked with a move to the Premier
League, scored from outside the box
in the first half and got his second near
the end with a clever header.

Daichi Kamada and Junya Ito
got the others against an outclassed
Tunisia, who cannot now advance.

“I’'m genuinely happy. It feels as
if what I’ve built since feeling that
frustration four years ago paid off,”
the 27-year-old Ueda told reporters.

The forward played just 45
minutes at the 2022 World Cup as
Hajime Moriyasu’s side bowed out in
the last 16 to Croatia.

But he arrived in North America
off the back of banging in 25 goals
in 31 appearances in the league for
Feyenoord.

He topped the scoring charts in the
Dutch top division, reportedly igniting

Japan’s forward Ayase Ueda (left) and Tunisia’s defender Mohamed Ben Hamida fight
for the ball during the 2026 World Cup Group F match between Tunisia and Japan at the

Monterrey Stadium in Guadalupe, Mexico, on Saturday.

interest from several English clubs
including Tottenham.

His clinical double against a wretched
Tunisia were his first World Cup goals.

“(It) felt totally different to all the
ones | had scored before in terms of
joy, sense of accomplishment and the
weight of responsibility I’ve been
carrying,” he said.

“The quality of my play is different
from four years ago, and I’'m playing
with confidence.”

Japan, who beat England at
Wembley in the lead-up to the World
Cup, twice fought back to hold the
Netherlands 2-2 in their opening match.

They next face a Sweden side on

- AFP

Thursday in Dallas who beat Tunisia
5-1, only to go down by the same
scoreline to the Netherlands.

With even third place in the group
possibly enough to reach the next
round, Graham Potter’s Sweden are
still in a strong position to progress.

But speaking after the thumping
in Houston on Saturday, Netherlands
skipper Virgil van Dijk warned Sweden
that Japan presented a huge challenge.

“Japan are a very disciplined side,
they keep it very compact and tight,”
said the Liverpool defender.

“Sweden will have a very, very
tough job ahead of them, that’s for sure.”

—AFP

FIFA draws criticism as Infantino clocks up air miles at World Cup

Coralie Febvre

LAUSANNE, Switzerland — FIFA
president Gianni Infantino has been
a busy man at this World Cup but
his unquenchable thirst to pack in as
many matches as possible is causing
unrest among environmentalists who
are questioning his indifference to
climate change.

Mexico City, Guadalajara, Los
Angeles, San Francisco, Vancouver,
Seattle, Kansas City, Houston: the
Italo-Swiss boss has already powered
up his private jet to appear in the
stands 10 times in seven days.

His insatiable use of a Qatar Air-
ways private jet is nothing new: in Sep-
tember 2024, the investigative outlet
Josimar revealed that he had used the
plane to clock up 600,000 kilometres
over the previous three years.

But the expanded 2026 World Cup,
staged for the first time with 48 teams
across the United States, Canada, and
Mexico - meaning a jump from 64
to 104 matches - has magnified the
impact of Infantino’s flying habit.

“Just one hour in this plane emits
roughly what an average human being
emits in an entire year,” Greenly, a
French company specialising in carbon
footprint assessments, said this week.

‘Sustainability paradox’

If Infantino strings together two
cities a day until the end of the round
of 16, then attends the last eight
matches, Greenly estimates he will
rack up “a defensible range of 300 to

500 tons of CO2 for his plane alone”
over the course of the tournament.

That is the equivalent, they say, of
“the annual footprint of around 35 to
55 French people”.

FIFA defends the president’s
travel by stressing that its executives
choose between commercial and
private flights “based on what is most
efficient and cost-effective” and that
in all cases the organisation covers
travel costs.

David Gogishvili, a geographer at
the University of Lausanne, told AFP
that FIFA had created a “sustainability
paradox”.

“By reusing  existing  but
geographically dispersed NFL stadiums
across a continent, FIFA has created a
model that is structurally dependent on
high-emission air travel,” he said.

“When leadership sets a precedent
by hopping between matches via
private jet, it perfectly reflects the
broader systemic issue/approach.”

The way FIFA has organised this
World Cup “normalises hyper-mobility
while simultaneously shifting transport
costs and carbon burdens onto the host
regions and fans.”

John Hocevar, who is Oceans
Campaign Director of Greenpeace
USA, is equally curt about Infantino’s
stadium-hopping.

“Having executives take daily
flights on highly polluting private
jets doesn’t exactly send the message
that FIFA recognises either the cause
or its responsibility to be part of the

solution to climate change,” he posted
on Instagram.

Qatar jets overload

Far from being a one-off, this
geographical sprawl will be repeated
next year at the Women’s World Cup in
Brazil, chosen by FIFA in 2024 over a
bid that would have been 100 percent
accessible by train between Belgium,
the Netherlands and Germany.

It will take an even more extreme
turn with the centenary of the men’s
World Cup in 2030, hosted by
Morocco, Portugal, and Spain with
three matches in South America - and
with the still unresolved prospect of
an expansion to 64 teams.

Given that the 2026 tournament
has attracted celebrities and wealthy
spectators, the use of private jets at a
World Cup is not just limited to FIFA
leadership, further increasing the
event’s overall footprint.

The 2022 World Cup drew 1,846
private jets to Qatar, the British
journal Nature noted. That is more
than the Super Bowl, the Cannes Film
Festival, the World Economic Forum
in Davos and COP28 combined.

“All of the emissions associated with
a World Cup are... luxury rather than
subsistence emissions, as the tournament
doesn’t need to happen at all,” American
academic Tim Walters said last year
during a Play the Game debate.

“In this context, the lavish activity
of the ultra-wealthy is particularly
obscene and dispiriting.” — AFP
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Marc Marquez wins Czech MotoGP to
close gap on banned Bezzecchi

MotoGP

Jan Flemr

PRAGUE, Czech Republic -
Seven-time MotoGP world champion
Marc Marquez won the Czech Grand
Prix in Brno yesterday, scoring a
second straight win after dominating in
Hungary two weeks ago.

Pole sitter Ai Ogura of Japan fin-
ished second ahead of Marquez’s factory
Ducati teammate Francesco Bagnaia.

Championship  leader = Marco
Bezzecchi sat out the race as a penalty
for slapping a track steward in the face
following a crash in Saturday’s sprint.

But the Italian on a factory Aprilia
still leads the MotoGP rankings with
180 points, ahead of his teammate
Jorge Martin with 172, Fabio Di
Giannantonio on a Ducati with 157 and
Marc Marquez with 140.

On a scorching hot day in the
second Czech city of Brno, pole sitter
Ogura on an Aprilia took the lead on
the first lap with Bagnaia and Marquez
tucked behind him.

Bagnaia struck first in the second
lap and Marquez followed seconds
later, the two factory Ducatis settling
down at the top with Ogura third.

Marquez circled patiently behind
Bagnaia, narrowing his gap on his
teammate to a tenth of a second by the
11" of 21 laps.

The seven-time MotoGP champion
struck in lap 16, overtaking Bagnaia and
immediately getting away to seal his fifth
MotoGP victory on the Brno circuit.

Moments later, Bagnaia also gave
in to mounting pressure from Ogura.

Ogura closed in on Marquez in the
final laps but settled for second, while
Bagnaia held off Di Giannantonio in
fourth.

The three also topped Saturday’s
sprint won by Bagnaia ahead of Ogura
and Marquez.
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Team Ducati Lenovo Team’s Marc Marquez (left) followed by Team Trackhouse Racing

MotoGP’s Ai Ogura competes in the MotoGP Grand Prix of Czechia in Brno, Czech Republic,

yesterday.

“A super important victory,” said
Marquez. “Super happy.”

‘A tough one’

Marquez came back to racing in
Hungary after sitting out two Grand
Prix with a broken foot, and ahead of
Brno he admitted he was not entirely
fit yet.

“You know that I never give up, in
the last laps I was suffering a lot. The
bike was there but I was empty and
then I just tried to keep the pace,” said
the 33-year-old Spaniard.

“I saw that Ogura was pushing, but
not enough to catch me. They were the
longest six laps of the year,” he added.

Ogura said the race was “a really
tough one”.

“I think I got a good pace towards
the end but he (Marquez) has something
more,” the 25-year-old Trackhouse
MotoGP Team rider said.

“Overall the quality of the weekend
was a lot better than the other races so we

- AFP

can be happy about that. Time to celebrate!”

Bagnaia, the world champion in
2022 and 2023, said he had a hard time
holding on to Marquez and Ogura after
they had overtaken him.

“I needed to slow down a bit and
then the last three laps I tried to be
back on my pace to try to control (Di
Giannantonio) who was arriving very
fast,” the 29-year-old Italian added.

It was a dark weekend for the Aprilia
Racing team - besides Bezzecchi’s ban,
Martin finished ninth after serving two
long-lap penalties for causing a crash
in the Hungarian GP in which he took
out four riders including Bezzecchi.

The MotoGP circus has two races to
go before the summer break, resuming
in the Netherlands next weekend.

Earlier yesterday, Spain’s Ivan
Ortola took his maiden win in the
Moto2 class despite serving a long-
lap penalty, while Malaysia’s Hakim
Danish also relished his first-ever win
in the Moto3 category. —AFP
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Dominant Tiafoe swats aside
Fritz to win Halle Open
Tennis
HALLE WESTFALEN, Germany
— American world number 26 Frances
Tiafoe has claimed the ATP tournament
in Halle, a traditional Wimbledon
warm-up event, after a dominant win
over countryman Taylor Fritz yesterday.
Tiafoe cruised to a 6-4, 6-4 win over
the world number nine on the back of his
booming serve, dropping just seven points
on his own serve throughout the match.
The 28-year-old American won in
one hour and seven minutes to claim the
fourth title of his career, his first since
2023 and first at the ATP 500 level.
“Let’s keep going. Let’s enjoy
this one. Let’s get ready for SW19 in
a week,” Tiafoe said of Wimbledon,
which begins on June 29.
The unseeded Tiafoe beat three top
10 players - French Open finalist and
world number 10 Flavio Cobolli, world
number four Felix Auger Aliassime and
now the ninth-ranked Fritz - to become
the first American to win the tournament.
Tiafoe had not beaten Fritz since
2016, a run of seven straight defeats

including the 2024 US Open final.

The defeat continued a disappoint-
ing week for the 28-year-old Fritz.

The grass court specialist had never
lost a final on the surface in his career
but has now lost two in a week, after
going down to fellow American Ben
Shelton in the final of the Stuttgart ATP
tournament last Sunday.

Fritz made the final after coming
from a set down to beat freshly minted
French Open champion Alexander
Zverev in three sets on Saturday.

Tiafoe qualified for the showpiece
after a comfortable win over German
Daniel Altmaier in straight sets, losing
just four games. —AFP

India hails Sooryavanshi after
record 11-ball half-century

Cricket

NEW DELHI - Fifteen-year-old
cricket sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
stunned with the fastest half-century in
List A history, smashing the milestone
in just 11 balls yesterday.

India’s cricket board hailed the
teenager, who made the record in an India
A match against Sri Lanka A in Dambulla.

“Fast. Faster. Vaibhav,” the Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
said in a post on X. “The 15-year-old
put on some show in Dambulla.”

Sooryavanshi made 94 off just 29
deliveries, as India A made 377-9.

The left-hander needed only 11
balls to bring up his fifty, setting a new
record for the quickest half-century in
List A, the 50-over format of the game,
according to multiple media reports.

Sooryavanshi was named in India’s
T20 squad for the tours to Ireland and
England, as well as the Asian Games,
after sweeping the batting honours in
this year’s Indian Premier League.

He s line to become India’s youngest
player, surpassing Sachin Tendulkar, the
batting great who made his Test debut
aged 16 years and 205 days in 1989.

The spotlight has been on
Sooryavanshi since his batting heroics
in the IPL, where he amassed 776 runs
for Rajasthan Royals, to finish as the
tournament’s leading run scorer.

He struck one century and five half-
centuries during the season to pick up
the Orange Cap for the leading run-
getter. —AFP
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Pogacar wins final
stage to seal Tour of

Switzerland success
Cycling

VILLARS-SUR-OLLON, Switzerland - Tadej Pogacar took
his third stage victory this week as the world champion sealed
overall success in the Tour of Switzerland yesterday after catching
French climber Lenny Martinez 800 metres from the line.

After a cat-and-mouse chase up the final climb to Villars-
sur-Ollon at the end of a brutal 152km-long mountainous
stage, the last of the race, Pogacar gradually ate into the
Frenchman’s 1min 30sec lead.

For a while, it looked like it would be touch and go, but
Pogacar picked up the pace in the last couple of kilometres
and with one kilometre left, his success looked inevitable.

Just 200m later, he sauntered past Martinez and came
home to win by seven seconds.

“It was really good to test the legs, the lungs on the climb, it
was areally nice climb for that,” said the 27-year-old Slovenian.

Martinez said he was disappointed and rued Pogacar’s
insatiable will to win.

“We tried but he was just too strong in the end,” said the
22-year-old, who had been part of an initial 11-man breakaway
that broke clear with about 140km to ride.

“Tadej wins a lot of races and he keeps wanting to keep
winning, so it’s difficult. I knew he wasn’t going to let me win.”

It was Pogacar’s first victory at the Tour of Switzerland -
in his first appearance - and means that he has now won six of
the seven most historic week-long stage races.

Having also won the Tour of Romandie in his first
participation earlier this season, the only one he has yet to
win is the Tour of the Basque Country - where he was third in
2021 and sixth two years earlier.

Pogacar has seemed on a mission this season to tick off the
few remaining major races he had yet to win, claiming Milan-
San Remo glory in March and then coming close to winning
Paris-Roubaix in April, when he was pipped by Wout van Aert.

He has been in ominous form this week, laying down a
marker ahead of his bid for a record-equalling fifth Tour de
France victory next month.

His overall margin of victory ahead of Ecuador’s Richard
Carapaz, 6:32, was simply stunning and will leave new Giro
d’Italia champion Jonas Vingegaard with much to ponder at
the Grande Boucle.

Pogacar has 13 wins from just 16 race days this year
compared to seven from 36 for Vingegaard, who is himself in
the form of his life having won all three of his races, triumphing
at Paris-Nice and the Tour of Catalonia before the Giro.

Dutchman Bart Lemmen finished third in the stage from
the breakaway just over a minute and half behind Pogacar,
while Carapaz held onto his second place overall as he came
home seventh at 2min.

Czech Mathias Vacek came home 12" to finish third
overall with Norway’s Tobias Foss fourth. —AFP

New Zealand’s Matt
Henry in action on the
fifth day of the second
cricket Test match
against England at
The Oval in London
yesterday. Henry did
the damage as New
Zealand thrashed
England by 253 runs
for a series-levelling
victory as England
confirmed Ben
Stokes would return
as captain for the
deciding third Test.
Fast-medium bowler
Henry’s sensational
spell of four wickets
for no runs in 12 balls
saw England, who
were 182-5 overnight,
collapse to 192-9.

- AFP
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“There’s no soul’: Tony Leung weighs in on Al in filmmaking

Rebecca Bailey

SHANGHALI — One of the things Hong
Kong superstar Tony Leung Chiu-wai likes
about acting is the novelty — “you will never
repeat the same role”.

When it comes to the changes wrought
on his beloved cinema by technology like
Al, though, there are some things it seems
he would rather keep constant.

The 63-year-old is president of the main
jury at the Shanghai International Film
Festival (SIFF) this year, and on Friday
sat down with AFP and The Hollywood
Reporter for a wide-ranging interview that
took in artificial intelligence (AI), Chinese
cinema and his future projects.

Filmmaking has not been exempt from
the disruption meted out onto the creative
industries by AI’s rapid development in
recent years.

“I think AI is a double-edged sword,”
Leung said when asked about its impact.

“’It saves a lot of time’ means it saves a
lot of money... But at the same time, a lot of
people will lose their jobs.”

The beneficiaries, he predicted, will be
mainstream “popcorn movies”: “You don’t
need to think. There’s no creative. That’s
just calculation.”

Filmmakers are experimenting more
with new tech tools, with SIFF this year
debuting an initiative in which selected
teams were given a month to create short
Al-assisted films.

Asked whether he thought a movie
created with Al could truly be considered
art, Leung paused for several seconds.

“But there’s no soul,” he answered

almost plaintively. He paused again.

“I'don’t think so. I don’t think it’s an art. No.”

Leung is clear-eyed about the challenges
facing cinema globally — especially the
clamour for attention against streaming,
gaming and shortform content pushed by
algorithms on social media.

He said he “really hate[s]” phone viewing.

“I feel sad. When I was a kid I used to
watch movies in a big cinema with a big
screen and somehow it’s going smaller and
smaller these days,” he said.

“To me movies shouldn’t be watched
outside the cinema.”

Creativity and censorship

Leung’s collaborations with fellow
Hong Kong filmmaker Wong Kar-wai are
emblematic of the golden age of the city’s
film industry in the 80s and 90s.

An icon of Asian arthouse, he has also
taken on Hollywood, playing a supervillain
in Marvel’s “Shang-Chi and the Legend of

the Ten Rings” in 2021.

He received a Golden Lion for lifetime
achievement at the Venice Film Festival in 2023.

SIFF is showing a retrospective of his works
this year, but Leung will not be in the audience.

“I’'m the kind of actor who doesn’t like
to look back to my old films,” he laughed.

There was a time when the Chinese
mainland’s industry was still in a “learning
stage”, including from Hong Kong, he said.

“Now they have their own thinking of
making movies because they are the only
ones who know the local culture, the local
texture,” he added.

Though he professed to not know the
Chinese mainland scene “very well”, he
pinpointed animation and small-scale
productions as bright spots.

The latter was allowing for experimenta-
tion without huge financial risk, which was
good for the film industry as a whole, he said.

“At the same time, maybe they need
to loosen their censorship a bit in order to

Hong Kong actor Tony Leung Chiu-wai speaks during an interview with AFP at the 28" Shanghai

International Film Festival in Shanghai on Friday.

- AFP

have more different kinds of movie and less
restriction creating-wise,” he added.

‘A kind of chaos’

In Leung’s latest film, “Silent Friend” —
his first outing in a fully European production
— a ginkgo tree plays a central role.

“It really changed my perspective towards
plants,” he said, his expressive face lighting
up as he explained mycorrhiza, a symbiotic
association between fungi and plant roots.

“They know how to react to the outside
world. They can do a lot of stuff... So I
believe plants have intelligence.”

Chuckling, he said making the film had
been “a kind of chaos”.

The crew found “a harmony” like “danc-
ing together”, taking no special direction
and improvising a lot.

“When I first watched it... I was like,
wow. After editing, it’s something so
different,” he said.

Leung has three projects on the go at the
moment — a film with Hong Kong director
Johnnie To Kei-fung, a production set in
India and a streaming series.

For him, the most important factor is the director.

“What kind of story, what genre, is not
important to me,” he said.

“I love their movies, or I love this
person... That’s how I pick projects.”

He said he has changed his attitude on
seeking perfection in roles.

“Film is an act of truthfulness, not
happening on the screen but in the heart and
in the guts of the spectator,” he said.

“If you are true, that’s what you should
go after... not perfection.” —AFP

France presses ahead with street music festival despite extreme heat

PARIS — France went ahead with its annual
street music festival yesterday in boiling heat,
with a third of the country on red alert and
alcohol consumption banned in the streets.

Every year on June 21, musicians take
over France, filling bars, street corners and
rooftops as revellers celebrate the start of
summer — as measured by the summer solstice
—late into the night.

This year, however, the Féte de la Musique
coincides with a ferocious heatwave.

A record 35 départments — roughly a third
of the country — have been placed under the
highest heat alert.

Weather service Météo-France warned
that temperatures could reach as high as 41C
in some places as France finds itself at the
epicentre of a heat anomaly also affecting
southern Britain, Spain, and Portugal.

While some French cities have cancelled
street events, celebrations in others —
including Paris, Lyon and Strasbourg — were
largely going ahead.

The Louvre museum in Paris, though,

announced that its planned free concert under
its famous glass pyramid had been scrapped
due to the heatwave.

To minimise health risks and prevent
potential public disturbances, the government
announced a ban on alcohol consumption
in public places during the festivities in
départments under red alert.

Some Parisians were in favour of the ban.

“I think it’s a good thing,” said Hailey
Infante, 21.

“Honestly, it’s really hot, and even a drop
of alcohol can quickly go to your head.”

Nicolas Pilc was more sceptical, saying the
measure would have “absolutely no effect”.

“Everyone will do whatever they want,”
said the 48-year-old.

Paris street parties

The central government said it would be
up to local event organisers to adapt festivities
outside red-alert areas but alcohol will not be
served at state-organised events.

Bartender Mona Jaffart said her establish-
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ment would not be selling takeaway alcohol
and it would “just be a normal day” inside.

Last year, around two million people
attended the June 21 street music parties in Paris
alone, many of them travelling from Britain.

To ensure public safety, authorities have
deployed 4,800 police officers and gendarmes,
along with 2,500 firefighters, in and around
the capital.

Gatherings along the lower banks of the
Seine river will be prohibited in order to
reduce the risk of people falling into the water.

Officials warned about risks linked to
swimming, after four teenagers drowned in
France on Saturday.

According to AFP estimates, around 53
million people in France were affected by the
heat yesterday, with a further 45 departments
under orange alert.

The number of départments on red alert
has reached a record high, surpassing the
previous peak of 20 recorded on July 24-25,
2019.

French President Emmanuel Macron on

X urged citizens to “look out for others”,
especially the elderly, children and isolated or
vulnerable people.

Today, 845 French schools were slated to
be closed because of the heat, while another
1,800 have modified classroom hours to adapt
to the weather.

Thirteen of the 17 regions of neighbouring
Spain were on orange alert yesterday, while
the northern Basque Country bordering
France was on red.

The public screening of Spain’s World
Cup match against Saudi Arabia in Madrid
was cancelled after national weather agency
AEMET forecast temperatures could reach
40C in the capital.

Portugal’s weather agency placed three
inland districts on orange alert, warning of
temperatures of up to 42C.

In Britain, the Met Office expanded its
amber extreme heat warning for much of
England for between today and Thursday,
forecasting some places could reach 37C.

—AFP, MPD

Music fans listen to a DJ performing in a café during the French midsummer Féte de la Musique in Paris yesterday. - AFP
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An Ecuadorian fan wearing a bird costume poses for a picture ahead of the

2026 World Cup Group E match against Curacao at the Kansas City Stadium
in Kansas City on Saturday. - AFP

Curacao fans react in the stands after the 0-0 draw during the FIFA World Cup

2026 Group E match against Ecuador at Kansas City Stadium on Saturday in
Kansas City, Missouri. -AFP

Sweden supporters cheer ahead of the 2026 World Cup

Group F match against
the Netherlands at the Ho

uston Stadium in Houston on Saturday. - AFP
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e FIFA World Cup 2026 Group H match
Stadium yesterda y in Atlanta, Georgia. - AFP

Scotland’s Tartan Army fans are seen inside the st
Cup 2026 Group C ma

adium before the FIFA World
tch against Morocco at Boston Stadium on Friday in
Foxborough, Massachusetts. - AFP

Japanese fans cheer before the sta

against Tunisia at the Monterrey Stadium in Guadalupe, Mexico, on Saturday.
- AFP
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