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Paris, Berlin bet on digital 
sovereignty at VivaTech, G7

France and Germany yesterday affirmed their will to 
work together to secure digital independence, as Europe’s 
largest tech trade fair VivaTech got underway and transatlan-
tic tensions over AI marked the G7 meeting.   – Story on p. 11 

Tony Wong
The police announced yesterday 

that six teens – three boys and three 
girls – physically assaulted a girl 
on a residential estate podium on 
Monday.

During the incident, one of 
the boys ordered the three girls to 
punch and kick the victim, while the 
other two boys cheered and egged 
them on.

The six teenage suspects, who 
are enrolled across five different 
schools, are aged between 11 and 
15. The victim’s exact age was 
not revealed, though all seven 
individuals involved are local 
residents.

The police investigated the 
case, which occurred on Monday 
evening, after becoming aware 
of a video clip circulating online 

that showed a schoolgirl being 
physically assaulted by several other 
teenagers. By Tuesday, officers 
had identified both the victim and 
the six youngsters who allegedly 
attacked her.

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Kim Fong announced details 
of the case during a special press 
conference yesterday afternoon.

The Judiciary Police launched 

their investigation on Tuesday 
morning, while their Youth Concern 
Group contacted the victim’s school 
and arranged for her and her parents 
to go to the PJ headquarters to report 
the incident.

On Tuesday afternoon, the 
police identified the six teenagers 
involved and later located them 
with the assistance of their 
respective schools and parents. The 

six teenagers were then taken in for 
questioning.

According to Cheong, the police 
investigation indicated that the vic-
tim and the six suspects had previ-
ously met through a WeChat group 
containing over 100 teenagers. A 
feud had developed between them 
following a dispute over trivial mat-
ters within the group chat.

Continued on p.7

Girl blackmailed, assaulted 
by 6 minors: police

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman Cheong Kim Fong looks 

on during yesterday’s special press conference. – Photo: PJ

This screenshot captured from a video clip circulating on 

social media shows one of the three girls (left) punching the 

victim on a residential estate podium in Areia Preta district on 

Monday.

The smartphone seized from one of the three 

boys is displayed in the pressroom of the PJ 

headquarters yesterday. – Photo: Tony Wong

Visitors view a model of the Huantian Constellation 

project at Huantian Wisdom Technology Co., Ltd. 

In the Tianfu New Area of Meishan City, Sichuan 

Province, on Tuesday. The 4th Meishan Satellite 

Application Industry Development Conference kicked 

off in Meishan yesterday, attracting experts, scholars, 

and representatives from industry associations, 

international organizations and leading enterprises 

in the industrial chain to discuss the high-quality and 

secure development of the commercial aerospace 

sector. Meishan has seized the opportunities 

presented by the development of the commercial 

aerospace industry and the construction of the 

Chengdu-Chongqing economic circle, setting the 

city’s aerospace industry layout. Leveraging the 

Huantian Constellation project as its cornerstone, 

the city aims to drive integrated development across 

satellite applications, operations, manufacturing, and 

experimental launch capabilities.                   – Xinhua 

WASHINGTON, DC – The US Federal Reserve 
yesterday held interest rates steady as expected at 
Kevin Warsh’s first meeting in charge of the central 
bank, raising its year-end inflation expectations and 
projecting a rate hike by the end of 2026.

The Fed decided to hold rates steady 
at 3.50 to 3.75 percent for the fourth 
consecutive meeting, with the vote being 
unanimous for the first time in a year. – AFP 

US Federal Reserve holds 
rates steady, raises 

in!ation expectations

Houston - Portugal were held to a 1-1 draw by the 
Democratic Republic of Congo early this morning 
Macau time, in the Group K, opener, as Cristiano 
Ronaldo played in a record-equalling sixth World Cup.

Joao Neves opened the scoring in the first half in 
Houston but Yoane Wissa equalised in first-half injury 
time to give the Congolese their first ever World Cup 
point.               – AFP/MPD

Portugal held to 1-1 draw by DR Congo in World Cup
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v  Macau  Weather
CLOUDY. 
SHOWERS, HEAVY AT TIMES. 
SHOWERS WILL EASE OFF LATER. 
A FEW THUNDERSTORMS AT FIRST. 
FORCE 4 TO 5 SOUTHERLY WINDS 
WITH GUSTS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
WILL RANGE BETWEEN 
80% AND 99%.

24ºC~28ºC
Source: SMG
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Armindo Neves
Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs 

announced in a statement yesterday 
that its officers at the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB) 
Zhuhai Port (checkpoint) seized 
10 musk turtles* on May 25.

According to the statement, 
on that day, while conducting a 
routine inspection of vehicles, 
customs officers at the checkpoint 
noticed some abnormality through 
X-ray images from the front 
passenger seat and the boot of 
a Guangdong-Hong Kong dual-
plate vehicle.

Upon inspection, customs 
officers discovered two backpacks 
covered with clothing, in which 
they found 10 turtles with a 
total weight of 24 kilograms, the 
statement said, adding that each 
turtle had three distinctive ridges 
along its carapace.

The turtles were immobilised 
by the smuggler with packing tape. 

On June 4, the contraband was 
identified by the Technical Centre 
of Gongbei Customs as three-

keeled musk turtles (scientific 
name Sternotherus carinatus), 
which are listed in Appendix II of 
the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

Gongbei Customs reminded 
the public in a statement that 
carrying endangered species or 
their products across the Chinese 
mainland border is prohibited 
without an official import-export 
certificate. Serious offences 

constituting a crime will result in 
criminal prosecution in accordance 
with the law. 

* A musk turtle is a small, 
highly aquatic freshwater reptile. 
Native to North America, these 
turtles are primarily known for a 
distinct defence mechanism: the 
ability to excrete a foul-smelling, 
yellowish liquid from two pairs of 
musky glands located beneath the 
rim of their shell when threatened 
or alarmed. – Gemini 

Gongbei Customs seizes 10 musk turtles at HZMB

This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs yesterday 
shows 10 three-keeled musk turtles seized by its officers at HZMB’s Zhuhai 
checkpoint on May 25.

Armindo Neves
The 2026 “Macau Live 

International” (澳門國際演出季) 
performing arts season was officially 
launched yesterday at Hengqin 
Cultural Art Centre, marking the 
start of a six-month event that 
features 13 original productions 
staged in collaboration with 13 local 
Macau performing arts troupes.

The launch was hosted by 
Beijing Fun Age Entertainment 
Co., Ltd. (known as Mahua 
FunAge or Kaixin Mahua). 
According to a statement released 
during the event, the 13 original 
productions span a diverse range 
of genres, including traditional 
plays, children’s theatre, musicals, 
and dance theatre. Organisers 
aim to establish the event as the 
first regular, ongoing original 
performing arts season in the 
Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Fong Fong Tan, director of 
the Livelihood Affairs Bureau of 
the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth 
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, 
highlighted in her opening speech 
that the lineup brings together 
creative works from senior, mid-
career, and younger generations of 

Macau artistes. Notably, many of 
these pieces are being staged in the 
Chinese mainland for the first time.

Fong also announced the 
development of Hengqin’s first 
original interactive comedy, The 
New Tale of the Peach Blossom 
Spring. The show aims to explore 
innovative ways to transform local 
culture by drawing on the shared 
cultural memory of Macau and 
Hengqin.

Cheng Le’er, assistant president 
and CFO of Mahua FunAge, 
emphasised that the event is 
designed to be more than just a series 
of performances. Instead, it aims 
to serve as a long-term platform 
integrating artistic creation, 
cultural exchange, incubation, and 
professional growth.

Cheng noted that seven of the 
13 productions will stage their 
mainland premieres during the 
season. Among them, PO Art 
Studio’s Cantonese play, The Last 
Day on Shouyang Mountain – 
which was previously shortlisted 
for the youth competition finals 
at the Wuzhen Theatre Festival – 
will celebrate its world premiere 
on November 28. The six-month 

season will also host international 
masterclasses and a dedicated young 
talent development programme.

The statement highlighted 
several other unique production 
styles feature in the lineup. For 
instance, Theatre Farmers will 
present a brand-new production 
that breaks traditional performance 
boundaries by allowing audience 
interactions to dictate the story’s 
direction. Meanwhile, a piece by 
Teatro Experimental de Jacques will 
feature a unique setup where the 
performers control the stage lighting 
and sound effects themselves.

Ivan Au Chi Hang, president of 
the Big Mouse Kids Drama Group, 
told reporters that his troupe hopes 
to leverage this opportunity to push 
children’s theatre from Macau and 
Hengqin out into the wider GBA. 
Looking ahead, Au noted that the 
group plans to recruit mainland 
children to participate directly in 
the group’s creative process.

The “Macau Live International” 
event will run until December, 
offering audiences across the 
Greater Bay Area a comprehensive 
panorama of Macau’s original 
stage talent, the statement said. 

 ‘Macau Live Int’l’ performing arts 
season starts in Hengqin

Khalel Vallo
The “Women’s Volleyball 

Nations League (VNL) – Finals 
Macau 2026 Presented By Galaxy 
Entertainment Group (GEG)” will 
be held from July 22 to 26 at the 
Macau East Asian Games Dome in 
Cotai, featuring eight of the world’s 
top women’s volleyball teams 
competing for the championship, 
according to a statement by the 
Sports Bureau (ID) yesterday.

The tournament is jointly 
organised by the bureau, GEG 
and the Volleyball Association of 
Macao.

Event details were announced 
during a press conference yesterday, 
attended by the bureau’s Acting 
President See Lei Si Leng, GEG 
Director Philip Cheng Yee Sing, 
Volleyball Association Vice 
Chairman Che Tai Kuan and other 
guests at Galaxy International 
Convention Centre in Cotai, the 
statement said.

Lei said that Macau has hosted 
major international women’s vol-
leyball competitions for many 
years, helping to build strong pub-
lic interest in the sport, adding that 
organisers will continue bringing 
high-level volleyball events to resi-
dents and visitors alike while intro-
ducing volleyball-themed cultural 
and creative product booths and 
photo installations to enhance the 
tournament atmosphere, the state-
ment noted. 

Cheng noted that 2026 marks 
GEG’s 16th year supporting the 

women’s volleyball tournament in 
Macau. He said that the integrated 
resort operator will work closely 
with organisers to ensure the 
successful staging of the event while 
launching community activities 
aimed at encouraging broader 
participation and promoting Macau’s 
development as a “City of Sports”.

According to the statement, 
the 2026 VNL features 18 national 
teams competing across preliminary 
rounds from June 3 through July 12. 
The finals in Macau will feature the 
Chinese mainland as the host team 
alongside the seven highest-ranked 
teams, the statement noted. 

The knockout competition 
will begin with the quarter-finals 
on July 22 and 23, followed by 
the semi-finals on July 25 and the 
medal matches on July 26, the 
statement said, adding that tickets 
are priced between 280 patacas and 
1,380 patacas depending on seating 
category and match stage. 

Discounts are available for 
students, senior citizens and holders 
of disability assessment registration 
cards, while special packages and 
multi-ticket offers are also available, 
the statement pointed out.

The statement said that the 
tournament will not only showcase 
world-class volleyball but also 
strengthen the integration of sports and 
tourism in Macau, adding that fans are 
encouraged to purchase tickets early 
to watch some of the world’s leading 
women’s volleyball teams compete 
for the 2026 VNL title. 

Women’s Volleyball 
Nations League Finals 
to return next month

Big Mouse Kids Drama Group President Ivan Au Chi Hang 
speaks to reporters at the Hengqin Cultural Art Centre 
yesterday.         – Photos: Armindo Neves

Mahua FunAge Assistant President-cum-CFO Cheng Le’er 
speaks to reporters at the Hengqin Cultural Art Centre 
yesterday.

This handout photo provided by the Sports Bureau (ID) shows the bureau’s Acting 
President See Lei Si Leng (centre), Galaxy Entertainment Group (GEG) Director 
Philip Cheng Yee Sing (left) and Macau Volleyball Association Vice Chairman Che 
Tai Kuan posing after the “Women’s Volleyball Nations League – Finals Macao 
2026 Presented By Galaxy Entertainment Group” press conference at the Galaxy 
International Convention Centre in Cotai yesterday. 
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Khalel Vallo
Integrated resort operator MGM China 

and the Wushu General Association of 
Macau signed a strategic cooperation 
agreement in a press conference yesterday 
at MGM MACAU in Nape to strengthen the 
preservation, innovation and international 
promotion of Lingnan lion dance culture, 
with a focus on youth development, cultural 
tourism and community participation. 

The agreement aims to combine the 
resources of MGM and the wushu* group 
to create a long-term framework supporting 
lion dance development in Macau. 

Addressing the signing ceremony, 
Kenneth Feng Xiaofeng, chief executive 
officer and executive director of MGM 
China Holdings Limited, pointed out that the 
company has invested in lion dance heritage 
promotion for more than 16 years. “This 
initiative is not a one-off cultural event, but 
a long-term and systematic commitment to 
cultural development”, Feng said. 

According to a statement by MGM 
yesterday, the partnership will support a 
series of initiatives, including international 
lion dance competitions, youth training 
programmes, community outreach activities 
and international cultural exchanges. 

Plans also include the setting-up of a Lion 
Dance Cultural Centre that will combine 
exhibitions, educational programmes and 
immersive experiences, the statement noted.

Meanwhile, Chan Weng Kit, president 
of the Wushu General Association of Macau 
and chairman of the Dragon & Lion Dance 
Federation of Asia, said that lion dance serves 

as an important carrier of Lingnan** culture 
and community identity, adding that the 
partnership will help extend existing efforts 
into cultural promotion, urban development 
and international cooperation. 

Speaking to the media after the ceremony, 
Catarina Lio (廖頴琦), senior vice president 
of Brand Marketing at MGM, highlighted 
the educational value of lion dance for young 
people. She said that the activity combines 
elements of sport, martial arts, music, 
culture and teamwork, making it a holistic 
learning experience for participants. “From 
a youth generation development perspective, 
the first thing if you get a chance to come to 
look at the training, the first class is to learn 
discipline”, Lio said, adding that lion dance 

teaches patience, respect for instructors and 
teamwork, noting that a single mistake can 
affect an entire performance. 

Lio also said that lion dance programmes 
reach more than 60 schools in Macau, 
representing nearly 80 percent of local 
schools, noting that participation has 
continued to grow alongside increasing 
international interest in Macau’s lion dance 
competitions. 

The partnership reflects broader efforts 
to transform lion dance from a traditional 
performance art into a sustainable 
cultural platform that integrates heritage 
preservation, youth education and tourism 
development, the statement said, adding 
that both sides hope the initiative will 

strengthen Macau’s cultural identity while 
expanding the global reach of Lingnan lion 
dance traditions. 

*Wushu (武術) literally translates to 
“martial arts” or “military arts” in Chinese. 
It is both the nation’s ancient heritage 
and a highly dynamic modern sport that 
standardises traditional Chinese martial 
arts into a structured competitive discipline. 
– Gemini

**Lingnan (嶺南), literally meaning 
“South of the Ranges,” is a distinct 
geographic, cultural, and historical region 
in southern China. It primarily encompasses 
Guangdong, Guangxi, and Hainan, as well 
as the Hong Kong and Macau SARs. – 
Gemini 

MGM, wushu group partner to expand lion dance heritage development 

Wushu General Association of Macau Chan Weng Kit (left) and MGM China Holdings Limited Executive Director Kenneth Feng Xiaofeng address yesterday’s 
press conference at MGM MACAU in Nape.          – Photos: Khalel Vallo 

Ida Cheong
The Macau Government Tourism Office 

(MGTO) and Macau Light Rapid Transit 
(LRT) have jointly launched a themed train, 
featuring Macau’s tourism mascot “Mak 
Mak”* (麥麥), on the Taipa Line from today 
through December 14.

The launch ceremony for the Mak Mak-
themed LRT train was held yesterday at the 
LRT’s Union Hospital station (Transfer to 
SPV Line).

According to an MGTO statement 
yesterday, the first train departs from the Taipa 
Ferry Terminal station at 6:30 a.m. today; 
thereafter, departures from other stations will 
be arranged according to operational needs.

Both the exterior and the interior of the 
entire train is adorned with “Mak Mak” 

in multiple poses incorporating elements 
of Macau’s UNESCO World Heritage 
sites, the Creative City of Gastronomy 
designation, and major mega-events’ 
aspects, transforming the train into a “photo 
spot” (known in Chinese as “da ka” 打卡), 
the statement said.

“Da ka” is also known in English as “insta-
worthy” and “photo check-in”. It has become 
one of the world’s most popular activities by 
tourists. 

The train runs on the Taipa Line, which 
connects Macau International Airport, 
the Taipa Ferry Terminal, popular tourist 
attractions in the Cotai area, and the 
peninsula’s Barra Station, the statement 
noted, adding that the themed train will be 
periodically returned to the depot for routine 

maintenance; such arrangements will not be 
separately announced, and passengers are 
advised to take note.

MGTO Communication and External 
Relations Department Chief Lau Fung Chi 
noted in a speech that the launch of the first 
‘Mak Mak Themed Train’–with the mascot 
featured on both the exterior and interior of the 
train, brings the mascot into the LRT system 
and extends Macau’s tourism promotion to 
the daily transport of our residents, adding she 
hopes that both residents and visitors, while 
riding the themed train, will get to know 
Macau’s diverse ‘Tourism +’ aspects through 
Mak Mak and discover more community-
based travel experiences.

Lau noted she hopes that more 
organisations, brands and creators will join 

in leveraging the “Mak Mak” intellectual 
property (IP), a key vehicle for promoting 
Macau tourism in more diverse forms across 
different everyday settings, ultimately helping 
to establish “Mak Mak” as a representative 
tourism brand of Macau.

Lau added that since becoming Macau’s 
tourism mascot in 2018, “Mak Mak” has 
served as a goodwill ambassador for Macau 
tourism, with the aim of bringing the mascot 
into local communities to boost community-
based tourism development. 

*Created by local illustrators and graphic 
designer Tou Chon Wai in 2017, Mak Mak 
is a black-faced spoonbill, an endangered 
migratory wading bird, Macau being one of 
their four wintering sites. 

Mak Mak-themed LRT train starts running today

Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) Communication and External Relations Department Chief Lau 
Fung Chi (right) and Macau Light Rapid Transit Board Administrator Ng Keng Chung pose during yesterday’s 
launch ceremony for the Mak Mak-themed LRT train at the Light Rapid Transit’s Union Hospital station 
(Transfer to SPV Line).              – Photos: Ida Cheong

Both the exterior and 
interior of the Mak Mak-
themed LRT train are 
adorned with the mascot 
in various poses, 
alongside elements of 
Macau’s UNESCO World 
Heritage sites.
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Rui Pastorin

The various translucent crystal-like 
creations by Shenzhen-based Wu Daijie Art 
Studio are being displayed at GalaxyArt of 
the Galaxy Macau integrated resort in Cotai, 
with over 60 pieces from animals to unique 
furniture to Taihu stone-inspired pieces on 
show until September 13.

The Dazzling Galaxy – Crystalline Art 
Exhibition opened last week* and comprises 
signature works by the studio, alongside 
new pieces, altogether using translucent 
materials to create the artworks.

Stepping into the contemporary art 
space, visitors will find the resulting 
pieces displayed across four sections, 
with the exhibition altogether blending 
“the richness of Eastern cultural heritage 
by conceptualising themes from nature”, 
according to a recent statement by the 
integrated resort operator, with the various 
pieces presented with layered meanings.

According to both the recent statement 
and the Galaxy Macau website, “Luminosity. 
The Spirit of Nature” features pieces that 
depict the seemingly crystalised forms of 
living beings in nature, while “Luminosity · 
The Glow of Modernity” utilises clean lines, 
light and shadows.

Moreover, “Luminosity – Beyond Void 
& Form” integrates both classic and modern 
aesthetics in reinterpreting Zen. According 
to the statement, its highlights include the 
four-piece “Ethereal Stone” and “Timeless 
Dialogue: Taihu Stone”, which both centre 
on the beauty of Taihu stones, a kind of 
limestone produced at the foot of Dongting 
Mountain in Suzhou in Jiangsu Province. 

These pieces are inspired by the classic 
anecdote of early Song Dynasty painter, 
poet, calligrapher and art theorist Mi Fu 
(1051–1107) addressing a scholar’s rock, 
the statement said.

The last of the sections, “Luminosity - 
Flowing like water”, meanwhile captures 
the state of water as it flows, with the piece 
“Ethereal Flow” that features an aerial 
installation, being a highlight. The statement 

said that the piece pulls from a passage from 
Laozi’s Chinese classic text “Tao Te Ching”, 
namely: “The highest goodness is like water; 
water benefits all things without contention, 
embodying the virtue of humility”.

One can visit the exhibition daily from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

*macaupostdaily.com/news/28450 

Over 60 crystalline works on 
showcase at GalaxyArt

Photos taken last week by Rui Pastorin
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Staff Reporter 
The Consulate General of Israel accredited 

to the Hong Kong and Macau SARs celebrated 
the 78th Independence Day of the State of 
Israel on Tuesday with a reception in Hong 
Kong.

According to a statement by the Consulate 
General, the HKSAR’s Secretary for Home 
and Youth Affairs, Alice Mak Mei-kuen, and 
Deputy Commissioner of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of 
China in the HKSAR, Hua You, attended the 
event as guests of honor.

In his speech, Consul General of Israel 
Amir Lati said that Independence Day was 
meaningful especially since the terrorist 
attack of October 7, a reminder of the heavy 
price Israel must pay to safeguard its freedom 
and sovereignty against those who deny its 
right to exist. 

“Lati expressed his hope for a more 
moderate, peaceful and less radical Middle 
East to be built, opening pathways for 
coexistence and expanding the Abraham 
Accords, which have the power to reshape the 
Middle East region,” the statement said. 

He also highlighted that, despite these 
challenges, Israel’s economy—especially 

the high-tech sector—has demonstrated 
remarkable resilience. Last year, Lami pointed 

out, Tel Aviv ranked fourth worldwide for 
startup investments, 35 new multinational 

companies established operations in Israel, 
and high-tech exports reached 58 percent of 
Israel’s total exports.

While the People’s Republic of China 
remains Israel’s second biggest trade partner, 
the HKSAR is one of Israel’s leading trade 
partners in Asia, with bilateral trade of US$3.5 
billion last year, Lami underlined. 

This year’s celebration was especially 
held at the Jewish Community Centre of Hong 
Kong, near the historic Ohel Leah Synagogue. 
The Jewish community has been part of Hong 
Kong life for nearly 200 years and continues 
to contribute greatly to the fabric of Hong 
Kong, Lami underlined. 

Marking the end of his five-year tenure in 
Hong Kong, Lati said there was great potential 
for collaboration between Israel and Hong 
Kong, and he was grateful to friends across 
Hong Kong society who partner with Israel in 
business, technology, culture and other fields.

Among the dignitaries attending the 
reception were former HKSAR chief executive 
Donald Tsang Yam-kuen, consuls-general, 
prominent businesspeople, and members of 
the Israeli and Jewish community in Hong 
Kong, including well-known entrepreneurs 
Michael Green and Allan Zeman. 

(From left to right) HKSAR Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs Alice Mak Mei-kuen, Consul-General of 
Israel Amir Lai, Deputy Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC in the HKSAR Hua You 
and former immediate Chairman of the Incorporated Trustees of the Jewish Community of Hong Kong 
Michael Green propose a toast during Tuesday’s reception at the Jewish Community Centre of Hong Kong 
Hong Kong. – Photo courtesy of Israel Consulate General in Hong Kong. 

Interview
The following is a written interview 

recently granted to the Post by Israel’s 
Consul-General, Amir Lati, accredited to the 
Hong Kong and Macau SARs:

Q: Your simultaneous accreditation 
to Hong Kong and Macau as Israel’s top 
diplomat to China’s two SARs is soon coming 
to an end, as you will be posted back to your 
home country. I presume that this double 
accreditation to two Chinese regions with 
rather different histories, and each with its 
own identity and local culture, must have been 
a unique experience and even a challenge. 
Could you describe what it has been like to 
represent your country in two such distinct 
Chinese SARs at the same time?

CG Lati: This summer, after completing 
my current assignments in Hong Kong and 
Macau, I will have accumulated nearly 14 
years of diplomatic service in China. China is 
a vast and diverse country, and I have always 
found it fascinating to explore the various 
regions I have served and traveled to. While all 
these places enjoy rapid economic progress, 
each place offers unique landscapes, food, 
dialects, with different levels of economic 
development. There are differences in our 
work in Macau and Hong Kong, I believe we 
share many common priorities. For instance, 
both regions emphasize innovation as a 
key driver of development—an area where 
Israel can contribute significantly through 
collaboration and knowledge exchange.

Q: You studied at the prestigious Peking 
University, worked in Shanghai, opened 
Israel’s first consulate in Chengdu, and then 
became Israel’s consul-general to the Hong 
Kong and Macau SARs. This means you have 
acquired a great deal of first-hand experience 
in China (including the two SARs) for well 
over a decade, setting you apart from many, 
if not most, of your fellow diplomats posted 
here. Could you share some of the main 
highlights of your “China years”?

 CG Lati: I first arrived in China in 1997 as 
a young student, and I visited Hong Kong as 

a tourist in 2005. Over nearly three decades, 
I have witnessed firsthand the remarkable 
transformations China has undergone since 
the opening-up policy. The rapid development 
and modernization are truly unprecedented. I 
have observed the Chinese people’s persistent 
desire for progress, all while preserving vital 
traditions such as strong family values and 
the aspiration for excellence. Having lived in 
China for half of the past 30 years, and with 
my children growing up there and mastering 
some Chinese, I would like to see myself as 
a bridge fostering friendship and cooperation 
between our two nations. Despite challenges 
from time to time, we are more than just two 
nations, as our two civilizations—one of the 
world’s oldest—share a deep bond rooted 
in historic ties. It is essential that we focus 
on long-term friendship and collaboration, 
emphasizing our shared values and mutual 
interests.

Q: Both China and Israel are among the 
world’s major technological and scientific 
powerhouses. However, they seem to pursue 
different sci-tech development strategies –
Israel has mainly gone bottom-up, whereas 
China has primarily opted for a top-down 
approach – and both have been highly 
successful in their chosen paths. How can the 
two nations improve their sci-tech cooperation 
for their mutual, and indeed global, benefit?

CG Lati: Israel is home to nearly 9,000 
high-tech companies, including a few 
dozen unicorns. Two of Israel’s universities 
are among the world’s top 10 universities 
for producing entrepreneurs and start-up 
enterprises. The high-tech sector accounts 
for over 50% of Israel’s exports. This vibrant 
environment is supported by a unique blend 
of cultural, educational, governmental 
support, and geopolitical factors. Recently, 
Israel has been transitioning from a “Start-up 
Nation” to a “Scale-up Nation”, emphasizing 
growth and global expansion. Given Israel’s 
relatively small domestic market, we are 
actively seeking international opportunities, 
and I see great potential for collaboration 

with Hong Kong and Macau. These regions 
can also serve as strategic gateways to the 
vast Chinese market, for example, in sectors 
like green energy, healthcare, and fintech. Our 
primary mission at the Consulate is to assist 
Israeli companies in entering these markets 
while also introducing Chinese firms and 
investors to the innovative potential of Israel. 
Our technological ecosystem complements 
China’s economy in many respects, fostering 
cooperation rather than competition.

Q: During a recent visit to Shanghai, I 
had the opportunity to learn more about the 
Chinese people’s generosity and hospitality 
in welcoming Jews fleeing the scourge of 
Nazism in the run-up to and during the 
Second World War. My impression is that 
anti-Semitism has never been able to take 
root in China, unlike, unfortunately, in 
many other countries. Furthermore, Chinese 
people appear to admire the Jewish people 
for their business acumen and their deep 
commitment to ensuring a solid education 
for their children.

Despite their different political systems 
and foreign policy orientations, do you think 
this “historical positivity” between the two 
peoples could, ultimately, benefit the further 
development of mutually beneficial and 
friendly relations between China and Israel 
on the political, economic, cultural, scientific, 
technological and many other fronts?

CG Lati: Shanghai was a beacon of hope 
of humanity for Jewish people during the 
darkest hours of the Jewish history, notably 
during World War II. Jewish presence in 
China dates back over 1,000 years, beginning 
with Jewish people settling in Kaifeng. In 
Hong Kong, the Jewish community has 
thrived since the 19th century and continues 
to contribute to the local society. Throughout 
my time in China, I have appreciated the 
enduring friendship and respect for Jewish 
history and culture. We share core values 
such as the importance of family, education, 
and the pursuit of knowledge. Regrettably, 
we are witnessing a concerning rise in anti-

Semitism worldwide, including in this part of 
the world—driven by prejudice, hatred, and 
racism. Combating this phenomenon requires 
education and legislation. I firmly believe that 
the long-standing friendship between Chinese 
and Jewish peoples will endure and prevail.

Q: Based on its “1+4” development 
strategy, the Macau SAR is not only working 
on further strengthening its role as one of the 
world’s top tourism destinations (welcoming 
over 40 million visitors last year) and a 
business-service platform between China and 
Portuguese- and (more recently) Spanish-
speaking countries, but is also striving to 
reinforce other development sectors. These 
include the aims of becoming an international 
centre for modern finance, Big Health 
(including Traditional Chinese Medicine/
TCM)), and high-tech projects in areas such as 
AI, robotics, and space science applications. 
Do you think there are viable ways for Macau 
and Israel to strengthen their cooperation 
based on Macau’s “1+4” strategy?

 CG Lati: During my tenure as Consul 
General, I have made it a priority to 
participate in the BEYOND International 
Technology Innovation Expo in Macau—one 
of the region’s most significant technological 
events. It provides invaluable insights 
into China’s latest innovations and future 
technological trends, and has allowed me 
to stay abreast of regional technological 
and developmental priorities. I believe that 
healthcare is a particularly promising area 
for cooperation between Israel and Macau. 
Israel’s advanced healthcare systems and 
technological expertise—exemplified by 
Sheba Medical Center, consistently ranked 
among the top ten hospitals worldwide—offer 
substantial opportunities for partnership. As 
Macau continues to attract tourists, high-
end health services will become increasingly 
vital. I envisage more exchanges in this 
sector, including joint training programs for 
medical personnel, fostering mutual growth 
and innovation.

– Interview by Harald Brüning

Israel’s Consul-General Amir Lati sees great potential 
for collaboration with HK & Macau SARs

Consulate General of Israel celebrates 78th Independence 
Day of the State of Israel with reception in HK 
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Ida Cheong
Considering that severe 

paediatric cases have been reported 
in neighbouring regions and the 
COVID-19 situation in Macau has 
recently become more active, the 
Health Bureau (SSM) urges high-
risk groups to receive the LP.8.1 
COVID-19 vaccination, including 
the elderly, those with chronic 
illnesses, and immunocompromised 
persons, according to a SSM 
statement yesterday.

Residents can make a vaccination 
appointment by the link: https://
eservice.ssm.gov.mo/covidvacbook

As taking antiviral drugs within 
five days of symptoms onset can 
effectively reduce the risk of severe 
illness and death, the bureau urged 
residents in a statement that those 

infected should seek medical attention 
promptly and use antiviral drugs.

According to the statement, in 
Macau, COVID-19 cases typically 
peak every five to six months. After 
the previous peak subsided in early 
June last year, the virus remained at 
low levels for about a year. However, 
according to laboratory surveillance 
data, the recent positivity rate for 
COVID-19 tests in Macau has been 
rising continuously. 

The statement pointed out that in 
the last week (Week 24 of this year), 
the positivity rate reached 17.0 percent, 
exceeding the alert threshold of 14.5 
percent and marking a significant 
increase from 6.8 percent in Week 23. 

The Health Bureau said it expects 
the virus to remain active in the coming 
weeks. Since last month, Macau has 

recorded 68 clusters of influenza-
like illness; two recent clusters, both 
occurring in care homes, were caused 
by COVID-19, the statement said.

High-risk individuals who 
develop fever or respiratory 
symptoms suggestive of COVID-19 
are advised to take rapid antigen tests 
promptly. If positive, they should 
seek medical care at hospitals or 
health centres as soon as possible to 
obtain antiviral drugs, the statement 
said, adding that the Health Bureau 
has already provided appropriate 
medical services, including antiviral 
prescriptions for eligible individuals 
in care homes affected by the recent 
clusters, in accordance with its 
support mechanism.

The statement pointed out that so 
far this year, Macau has not recorded 
any severe or fatal COVID-19 cases. 

The statement noted that the 
LP.8.1 vaccine* currently provided 
by the Health Bureau offers good 
protection against the circulating 
variants and can effectively reduce 
the risk of severe illness and death. 

* The LP.8.1 vaccine refers to 
the updated, monovalent mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine (branded as 
Comirnaty by Pfizer/BioNTech). It 
is specifically tailored for the 2025–
2026 vaccination season to target 
the LP.8.1 sublineage of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus. Pfizer and BioNTech 
are based in the US and Germany, 
respectively. – Gemini

This poster released by the Health Bureau (SSM) in Chinese and Portuguese in 
February promotes its new COVID-19 LP.8.1 jabs. English translation arranged by the 
Post yesterday. 

SSM urges high-risk groups to get COVID-19 jab

Dragon Boat Festival public holidayDragon Boat Festival public holiday
Due to it being the Dragon Boat Festival (端午節) public holiday tomorrow, The Macau Post 

Daily’s editing and reporting teams will be off today, returning to work on Sunday so the print 
edition of your favourite newspaper will be back on the newsstands and delivered to your homes 
and offices on the morning of Monday.

However, our website https://www.macaupostdaily.com/ will be updated round-the-clock for 
breaking local and national news.

 We wish all our readers, advertisers, distributors and contributors a restful break.
All government offices, banks and The Macau Post Daily’s office will be closed tomorrow 

returning to work on Monday. 

Rui Pastorin
Integrated resort operator 

Sands China yesterday held an 
opening ceremony for its “New 
Norm · New Mindset” Talent 
Development Showcase yesterday 
at The Londoner Macao in Cotai.

The event, on until today, 
serves as a large-scale showcase 
of the company’s talent strategy 
outcomes, as well as highlights 
its talent development pathways 
and elite cultivation programmes, 
and how it motivates self-directed 
learning and a growth mindset, 
as noted in a statement provided 
yesterday.  It also sees the launch 
of talent cultivation initiatives 
aimed at encouraging “self-
directed learning and help position 
Macau as a hub for world-class 
international professionals”, the 
statement said.

Addressing yesterday’s at-
tendees, Sands China Executive 
Vice Chairman Wilfred Wong 
Ying-wai highlighted: “For over 
two decades, we have invested 
resources in building a compre-
hensive talent cultivation ecosys-
tem, as we believe that the key 
to nurturing talent lies not only 
in professional knowledge and 
technical skills, but also in foster-
ing a mindset that actively seeks 
change and innovation. Such 
a mentality is crucial for team 
members to embrace the ever-
changing market trends”.

“To achieve this goal, we have 
ramped up our efforts to nurture 
talent by enhancing our team 
members’ creativity and learning 
capabilities across various areas. 

This includes facilitating new 
capabilities, applying AI skills, 
developing leadership, and 
collaborating across the industry 
and the academia sector – all 
aimed at empowering them to 
better contribute to the rapid 
growth of Macau’s tourism 
sector”, Wong said.

Yesterday’s event also featured 
the awarding of certificates to 
participants of the Sands China’s 
Elite Development Programmes, 
the opening ceremony of the 
company’s “Western Culinary 
Elite Programme” and “Prestige 
Service Talent Development 
Programme”. It also saw the 
donation of 1.5 million patacas for 
scholarships and bursaries to local 
tertiary institutions, marking the 
20th consecutive year of donations 
and now amounting 18.7 million 
patacas and benefitting over 2,100 
students, as noted in the statement.

Moreover, also highlighted in 
the statement was the “Growth 
Hub” Resource Exhibition 
featuring booths by 20 universities 
and educational institutions 
from Macau and elsewhere in 
the Greater Bay Area (GBA), 
along with the appointment 
over 100 training managers and 
more than 500 trainers across 
all departments to coordinate 
training resources and schedules 
according to departmental needs, 
while also serving as departmental 
facilitators.

Today’s event will feature an 
AI-themed symposium co-hosted 
with the Macao Polytechnic 
University (MPU). 

This group photo taken and provided by Sands China yesterday shows officiating 
guests posing with 100 “departmental facilitators” at yesterday’s showcase. 

Sands China holds 
large-scale talent 

development showcaseRui Pastorin
Integrated resort operator Studio 

City is set to launch its “Disney 
Palette of Happiness – Splashing Fun 
at Water Park” tomorrow, coinciding 
with Dragon Boat Festival, 
showcasing characters, photo spots 
and themed items throughout its run.

Promising something for 
visitors of all ages, the limited-time 
event is on until November 1 and is 
an extension of the ongoing “Studio 
City Presents: Disney Palette of 
Happiness”, which launched in 
April, a recent statement from the 
integrated resort operator noted.

Four space-themed Disney 
installations are showcased across 
indoor and outdoor zones, according 
to the statement, showcasing 
Disney characters in various scenes. 
These include Mickey Mouse 
donning a spacesuit at a themed 
beverage station and a spacesuit-

wearing Donald Duck at the indoor 
zone’s Martian Waves area. Other 
characters include Buzz Lightyear 
and Stitch engaged in their own 
respective space battles.

Themed items such as ice 
lollies inspired by Mickey Mouse, 
Donald Duck and Daisy are also 
available, the statement said, along 
with the exclusive Disney-themed 
beach towel souvenir. Meanwhile, 
the statement said that “seasonal 
surprises” will also be available.

Throughout the zones, the 
statement said that guests are invited 
for a “refreshing and joyful summer 
adventure with the beloved Disney 
characters amid splashes, sunshine, 
and laughter – discovering unexpected 
moments of joy along the way”.

More details are set to 
be available on https://www.
studiocity-macau.com/en/events/
disney-palette-of-happiness . 

Labour Affairs Bureau Director Chan Un Tong (first row, sixth from left) and 
Sands China Executive Vice Chairman Wilfred Wong Ying-wai (first row, seventh 
from left) pose with participants of Sands China’s Elite Development Programmes 
after presenting certificates.                   – Photo: Rui Pastorin

This photo taken and provided by a 
representative during a recent media tour 
shows a Stitch installation in front of the 
Studio City integrated resort in Cotai.

‘Disney Palette of Happiness’ to extend 
to Studio City Water Park
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Tony Wong
The Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) published its 
2025 annual report yesterday, laying 
out details of several criminal cases 
allegedly committed by civil servants 
and law enforcement officers.

In one of these cases, CCAC 
investigators found that a Public 
Security Police (PSP) officer 
fraudulently obtained paid sick 
leave, defrauding the government 
out of 900,000 patacas in salary.

The officer was found to have 
travelled to the Chinese mainland 
for meals during his sick leave, the 
report says.

According to the report, the 
CCAC found that the police 
officer had reported a wrist injury 
caused by a workplace accident in 
2015. This resulted in nearly four 

consecutive years of absence from 
work between 2015 and 2019, 
during which he received nearly 
900,000 patacas in salary.

Throughout this period, the 
police officer repeatedly told 
doctors that his wrist injury left 
him unable to work, thereby 
continuing to obtain sick leave 
notes from them.

However, the CCAC 
investigation discovered that the 
officer regularly rode motorcycles 
during his sick leave, and even 
took a lorry driving test twice.

Furthermore, during his time 
off, the police officer continuously 
participated in bowling competitions 
between 2016 and 2019, winning 
awards on several occasions.

In 2017, the officer also joined 
the Macau bowling training 

programme, frequently leaving 
Macau more than 300 times during 
his sick leave period, including 
trips involving flights abroad with 
his family.

The report states that the 
activities the police officer 
engaged in during his sick leave 
demonstrated a certain level of 
physical capability. These activities 
clearly contradicted his supposed 
inability to work, suggesting a 
long-term, deliberate exaggeration 
of his condition to fraudulently 
obtain paid sick leave.

The police officer has been 
accused of fraud. The CCAC report 
noted that the case was transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
in July 2025, and the police force 
has launched internal disciplinary 
proceedings against him. 

Police o!cer defrauds govt out 
of 900,000 patacas in salary with 

bogus sick leave

This undated handout photo released by Macau’s anti-graft body yesterday shows Commissioner Against Corruption (CCAC) 

Ao Ieong Seong (left) handing her 2025 annual report to Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai.

Girl blackmailed, assaulted by 
6 minors: police

Continued from p.1
On Monday evening, the victim 

and a female friend crossed paths 
with the six suspects while walking 
past a residential estate in the 
northern Areia Preta district. After 
the victim’s friend left the scene 
as she had something to do, the six 
suspects aggressively ordered the 
victim to follow them into an eatery 
in the estate, forcing her to pay them 
200 patacas as a “toll fee”.

When the victim refused, one of 
the three male suspects ordered the 
three female suspects to take her to 
a stairwell near the eatery and punch 
and kick her. Afterwards, the victim 
was taken to the podium of another 
nearby residential estate, where the 
same male suspect (referred to as 
the first suspect) again ordered the 
female trio to continue the physical 
assault. Throughout the ordeal, the 
other two male suspects stood by, 
cheering and egging them on.

One of the two boys also used 
the first suspect’s smartphone to 
record a one-minute video of the 
beating, which was subsequently 
shared with others.

After being beaten, the victim 
transferred 200 patacas to the 
first suspect via her smartphone. 
However, even after paying the “toll 
fee”, she was punched and kicked 
again before finally being allowed 
to leave. A medical examination 
later confirmed that the victim 
sustained multiple bruises.

The police seized the first 
suspect’s smartphone and recovered 
the video clip showing the assault.

The case has been transferred 

to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) for further investigation. 
Cheong stated that the six suspects 
allegedly committed robbery and 
caused bodily harm, while the male 
teenager who filmed the assault 
also faces allegations of illegal 
recording.

As the age of criminal 
responsibility in Macau is set at 16, 
the six teenagers are exempt from 
criminal charges.

Instead, they can be ordered by 
the authorities to undergo various 
types of non-penal correctional 
measures, such as mandatory 
counselling. However, Cheong 
underlined that those under 16 who 
commit serious criminal offences 
may still be transferred to Macau’s 
Youth Correctional Institution.

Meanwhile, the Education 
and Youth Development Bureau 
(DSEDJ) said in a follow-
up statement that it is highly 
concerned about the case. Upon 
learning of the incident, the bureau 
immediately coordinated with the 
relevant schools and counselling 
organisations to provide close, 
follow-up support for the students 
and parents involved.

The statement urged young 
people to strictly abide by the law 
and think twice before acting on 
impulse. It also called on parents 
to remain vigilant regarding their 
children’s social circles and daily 
lives.

Anyone in need of assistance 
can contact the bureau’s counselling 
services on 2840 1010, the statement 
added. 

BEIJING – As a comprehensive 
strategic partner, China has always 
supported Iran’s reasonable and 
legitimate claims and its efforts in 
safeguarding its own sovereignty 
and security, Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said yesterday.

Wang, also a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, 
made the remarks in a phone 
conversation with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi.

Araghchi briefed Wang on 
the situation of the first-phase 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
between Iran and the United States, 
and sincerely thanked China for its 
active role in promoting negotiations 
and reaching an agreement.

Araghchi said that the MoU 
should be effectively implemented, 
including Israel’s cessation of 
military operations against Lebanon.

Iran has always viewed its 
relations with China from a strategic 
perspective and looks forward to 
enhancing mutual trust with China, 
deepening cooperation in various 
fields, and jointly promoting the two 
countries’ comprehensive strategic 
partnership, Araghchi added.

Wang said China welcomes 
the signing of the first-phase MoU 

between Iran and the United States. 
Facts have proved that force and 
power cannot solve problems, and 
dialogue and negotiation are the 
correct choices, he added.

China has supported the 
mediation efforts of Pakistan and 
the international community, and 
has been promoting ceasefire and 
peace in its own way, he said.

The dawn of peace has emerged, 
Wang said, noting that the key to the 
next step is for all parties to truly 
implement their commitments and 
eliminate various distractions.

Wang said the issue of navigation 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
should be properly addressed 
and the common concerns of the 
international community should be 
appropriately responded to.

China supports Iran in improving 
relations with regional countries 
and exploring the joint building of 
a regional security framework, he 
said.

Wang said China is ready to 
strengthen communication and 
coordination with Iran, and while 
consolidating and deepening 
China-Iran relations, will continue 
to contribute to maintaining and 
promoting regional peace and 
stability.               – Xinhua

China supports Iran’s reasonable, 
legitimate claims: Wang Yi 

BEIJING – Xi Jinping, general 
secretary of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central Committee, 
has urged further efforts to boost 
coordinated regional development 
and secure solid progress in advancing 
common prosperity for all.

Xi, also Chinese president and 
chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, made the remarks 
in recent instructions on steadily 
advancing cooperation between 
China’s eastern and western regions.

Over the past 30 years, 
cooperation between the eastern 
and western regions has played 
an important role in helping win 
the fight against poverty and 
promoting coordinated regional 
development, Xi said.

Noting that 2026 marks the 
first year of implementing regular 
assistance mechanisms, Xi called 

for efforts to draw on and apply the 
valuable experience gained from 
the cooperation between Fujian 
Province in the east and Ningxia 
Hui Autonomous Region in the 
northwest, refine the cooperation 
mechanisms, and broaden the 
scope of cooperation.

It is important to promote 
industrial complementarity, 
personnel exchanges, mutual 
learning in technology, sharing of 
ideas, and mutual learning in work 
styles between the eastern and 
western regions, thereby achieving 
mutual benefit, win-win outcomes 
and common development, Xi said.

Party committees and 
governments at all levels should 
earnestly fulfill their responsibilities 
for regular assistance, resolutely 
prevent any large-scale relapse into 
or emergence of poverty, and make 

solid progress in advancing rural 
revitalization on all fronts, he said.

Xi’s instructions were conveyed 
at a national work conference 
on cooperation between China’s 
eastern and western regions held 
Wednesday in Yinchuan, Ningxia.

Liu Guozhong, a member of 
the Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee and vice 
premier of the State Council, 
attended the meeting.

Liu stressed the need to 
firmly establish and practice a 
correct understanding of what it 
means to perform well, deepen 
industrial cooperation and labor-
service collaboration between 
the eastern and western regions, 
strengthen exchanges of officials 
and professionals, and expand 
cooperation in areas such as science, 
technology and finance.     – Xinhua

Xi stresses coordinated regional development, 
solid progress toward common prosperity
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Mariëtte Le Roux
JAKARTA – Three flea-riddled kittens 

frolic under the feet of a food vendor at a 
bustling train station in Jakarta, home to one 
of the biggest urban stray cat populations on 
Earth.

Numbering as many as 1.5 million by 
some counts – about one for every ten human 
inhabitants of the sprawling Indonesian 
capital – street cats are ubiquitous and, for the 
most part, doted on.

“Cats are there to neutralise negative auras 
and to cheer you up,” 33-year-old vendor 
Saiful Faizin told AFP.

He gives the strays water and leftovers 
from his chicken porridge cart and plays 
tenderly with the little ones.

With no government department dedicated 
to domestic animal welfare, stray cat numbers 
in Jakarta have exploded over the years.

They live at the mercy of the elements, 
dodging Jakarta’s notoriously chaotic traffic 
and depending on kind-hearted people for 
food and medical care.

“There are too many cats here... so they 
end up dying... (in) incidents involving 
motorbikes,” said Hilwa Tasya Sholehah, 25, 
a vendor at a public park in Jakarta.

While they welcome the free rat control, 
some residents decry smelly cat urine, noisy 
territorial fights and property damage such as 
scratches to motorbike seats.

And though Jakarta has boasted rabies-
free status since 2004 - partly thanks to mass 
vaccination of strays - cats can transfer other 
bugs or parasites to humans.

“Some people don’t realise that giving 
food for the cats without spaying or neutering 
them can cause another problem, which 

is overpopulation,” Carolina Fajar of the 
Let’s Adopt Indonesia NGO told AFP at a 
sterilisation drive in the park.

“They keep mating, they keep having 
babies, and the population is increasing... 
exponentially,” she said as volunteers stuffed 
cats into baskets by the dozens.

Herding cats
The morning’s effort yielded 89 cats, 

spirited away to private and government-
sponsored facilities to get the snip before 
being released where they were found.

Let’s Adopt Indonesia, which spayed 
and neutered 2,274 cats in Jakarta last year, 

receives money from private donors and 
overseas foundations to cover the sterilisation 
costs.

Estimates of the true number of strays 
in Jakarta vary wildly, from about 305,000, 
according to one city official, to five times 
that, according to another.

The municipality is conducting a census 
that will for the first time come up with a 
scientific estimate.

Last year, the city sterilised 21,000 cats 
under a new programme for which it budgeted 
3.5 billion rupiah (US$198,000) for 2026.

“Funding is required far exceeding what 
is currently allocated” to reach the population 

control threshold of at least 70 percent of 
strays sterilised, Jakarta’s top agriculture 
official, Hasudungan Sidabalok, told AFP.

He said the service did not have nearly 
enough official shelters, vets or paramedics to 
deal with cats in need.

‘Loved by the Prophet’
It may seem like a drop in the ocean, but 

Jakarta politician Francine Widjojo has said 
every cat sterilised can prevent dozens of new 
cats from being born on the street.

“One female cat can give birth three to 
four times a year, and each time can produce 
four to eight kittens,” she told AFP at her 
office, surrounded by feline paraphernalia and 
photos of Yakult, one of her 27 cats and the 
mascot for her 2024 election campaign.

“Besides the free sterilisation programme 
run by the government, many animal welfare 
actors and members of the public are now 
willing to pay for sterilisations themselves,” 
she said of a growing awareness of the issue.

In the city centre, strays gather in large 
numbers at Dukuh Atas station, flitting 
fearlessly between commuters and traffic.

A ragged older tabby catches the eye of 
a woman and meows. She stops obligingly, 
zips open her handbag and takes out a small 
plastic bag of kibble, placing a fistful on the 
pavement - a common sight.

Taking care of cats is partly a religious 
imperative in the country with the world’s 
largest Muslim population.

Cats “are among the animals loved by the 
Prophet Mohammed” and unlike dogs – very 
rare in the city – are not considered “impure”, 
Islamic scholar Nur Achmad from Bogor, 
south of Jakarta, told AFP.       – AFP

This picture taken on May 14 shows volunteers identifying stray cats before taking them to be vaccinated 
and neutered at a park in Jakarta.                     – AFP

TOKYO – The head of a Japanese 
sightseeing boat company was sentenced 
to five years in jail yesterday over the 2022 
sinking of a vessel that killed at least 20 
people, the local court said.

An investigation faulted a deck hatch and 
improper maintenance aboard the Kazu I, which 
was carrying 24 tourists and two crew when it 
sank off the northern island of Hokkaido.

Twenty bodies were recovered and six 
people are still listed as missing after the April 
23, 2022 incident off the Shiretoko Peninsula 
famous for its wildlife and scenery.

Yesterday, the Kushiro District Court 
“handed down five years in jail” to Seiichi 
Katsurada, president of the Kazu I’s operating 
company, a court spokesman told AFP.

During the trial, Katsurada reportedly 
denied criminal responsibility. His lawyer has 
appealed the verdict, Jiji Press reported.

Katsurada was arrested in 2024 on charges 
including professional negligence resulting in 
death, a coastguard official told reporters.

He was released on bail in October 2024 
and will remain out of custody pending the 

outcome of his appeal.
A report by a government transport 

committee concluded in 2023 that the Kazu 
I set sail without a deck hatch properly 
fastened, causing water to seep in.

The report also cited poor maintenance 
and oversight of the worn-out hatch, adding 
that the operator’s lack of personnel with 
“sufficient expertise and experience in safe 
cruising” contributed to the disaster.

Authorities said the absence of any 
survivors made for an “extremely difficult, 
painstaking” investigation that took more 
than two years to complete.

Top government spokesman Minoru 
Kihara told reporters yesterday after the 
ruling that the government “is committed 
to continue efforts to ensure the safety of 
passenger ships... to prevent such tragic 
accident from ever happening again.”

The boat operator president issued 
a statement saying the company “will 
continue to offer our apologies and provide 
compensation,” according to public 
broadcaster NHK.       – AFP

MANILA – Six people were killed and 
20 others injured after a truck carrying solar 
farm workers on Tuesday plunged into a 
ravine in Pangasinan province, the northern 
Philippines, police said yesterday.

Police said the accident occurred shortly 
after 6 p.m. local time on Tuesday in Labrador 
town when the truck’s brakes reportedly 

malfunctioned, causing the driver to lose control 
while descending a curve along a mountain trail.

The truck, which was transporting workers 
to a solar farm, first collided with a pickup 
truck carrying 12 passengers before veering 
off the road and plunging into the ravine.

Rescue and investigation are still 
underway.      – Xinhua

TOKYO – Summer is coming, a boom 
time for ice cream makers, but Japanese 
authorities have raided six major firms on 
suspicion of colluding to raise prices.

Among the country’s biggest ice cream 
firms, the six “are suspected of colluding” to 
hike prices, a source familiar with the matter 
told AFP yesterday.

Company officials are thought to have 
sent emails or met up for years to coordinate 
the timing and size of hikes, the unnamed 
source said.

Officials from the Japan Fair Trade 
Commission (JFTC) searched the head offices 
on Tuesday of Meiji Co., Morinaga Milk 
Industry Co., Lotte Co., Ezaki Glico Co., 
Morinaga & Co., and Akagi Nyugyo Co., 
according to company officials and the source.

Since around 2022, the ice cream 
companies have raised retail prices every year 
at around the same time, local media reported.

The JFTC is also investigating whether 

the companies took advantage of inflation to 
raise prices beyond what was justified by a 
spike in raw ingredient costs, according to 
Kyodo News.

Five of the companies issued statements 
on Tuesday or yesterday saying their offices 
had been raided by the JFTC and that they 
“would cooperate with the investigation”.

Natsuyo Suzuki of Akagi Nyugo also 
confirmed to AFP that the firm would work with 
investigators following an “on-site inspection”.

If the JFTC concludes that there was a 
cartel, the antitrust watchdog will order the 
firms to improve their business practices and 
pay a fine.

In the fiscal year ending in March, ice 
cream sales in Japan hit a record high of 
more than 660 billion yen, (approximately 
US$4.2 billion) according to the Japan Ice 
Cream Association, as the country sweltered 
through its hottest summer since records 
began in 1989.      – AFP

Philippine Senator Sherwin Gatchalian (left) takes the oath as Senate President during the special 
plenary session at the Senate of the Philippines in Pasay, Metro Manila yesterday.         – AFP

Trap, neuter, release: Jakarta battles cat-astrophic stray numbers

Japanese boat operator gets 5 years 
for deadly accident

6 killed, 20 injured as truck plunges 
into ravine in N Philippines

Japan puts the heat on suspected 
ice cream cartel
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COLOMBO – The son of Sri 
Lanka’s former president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa was arrested yesterday 
on corruption charges, the anti-
graft commission said, the latest 
case to target the once all-powerful 
political clan.

Yoshitha Rajapaksa, 38, is 
accused of tapping state funds for 
overseas training during his career 
as a naval officer.

The Bribery Commission 
said he is being investigated 
for having risen through the 
ranks without the necessary 
qualifications and going to 
Britain for government-funded 
officer training.

He was already an accused in 
two money-laundering cases and 
subject to a foreign travel ban, 
and had been out on bail until his 
detention.

“He was arrested on a charge of 
aiding and abetting, in connection 
with his recruitment without 
the minimum qualifications, 
and subsequently using state 
funds for overseas training,” the 
commission said in a statement.

Yoshitha Rajapaksa attended a 
prestigious course at Dartmouth, 
Britain’s naval college.

His father, Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
was in office at the time. Critics 
said his attendance at Dartmouth 
unfairly took the place of a naval 
cadet who had earned the place on 
merit.

Cases against the Rajapaksa 
family have gained renewed 
impetus since President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake won the 
2024 election on a platform of 
promising to crush corruption.

Several Rajapaksa family 
members and close associates 
have been charged with a range of 
offences over the years, including 
corruption and even murder, all of 
which remain pending before the 
courts.

Yoshitha Rajapaksa is also 
facing criminal prosecution after 
failing to explain the sources of 
income used to purchase a house 
while his father was in power from 
2005 to 2015.

He told investigators that he 
raised money by selling gems 
given to him by his grandaunt – 
who cannot recall how she got the 
precious stones. He faces another 
case relating to his purchase of a 
television network.

Mahinda Rajapaksa’s younger 
brother, Gotabaya, became 
president in 2019. He was forced 
from office in 2022 following 
an uprising sparked by a ruinous 
economic crisis.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa was 
handed a foreign travel ban earlier 
in this month. He asked a court to 
prevent his potential arrest over 
the Easter Sunday bombings in 
2019 that killed 279 people.

– AFP

ISLAMABAD – Pakistani Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif yesterday 
reaffirmed the country’s commitment 
to addressing land degradation, 
desertification and drought, calling 
for collective action to protect and 
restore natural resources.

In his message on the occasion 
of the World Day to Combat 
Desertification and Drought, the 
prime minister said Pakistan joined 
the international community in 
renewing efforts to tackle the growing 
environmental challenges posed by 
land degradation and climate change.

Highlighting measures taken by 
Pakistan, the prime minister said the 
country is pursuing a comprehensive 
strategy focused on land restoration, 
sustainable rangeland management, 
afforestation, ecosystem restoration 
and drought mitigation.

“Pakistan’s vast rangelands are 
among the country’s most valuable 
natural assets, supporting livestock-
based livelihoods, strengthening 
the rural economy, conserving 
biodiversity and maintaining 
ecological balance,” Sharif added.

He noted that Pakistan 

remains among the countries most 
vulnerable to climate change, 
facing challenges such as rising 
temperatures, prolonged dry spells, 
water scarcity and land degradation, 
all of which threaten agricultural 
productivity and food security.

The premier emphasized that 
collective global efforts, including 
afforestation and environmental 
conservation initiatives, are 
essential to building resilience 
against climate change and ensuring 
a stable and prosperous future for 
the coming generations.     – Xinhua

KABUL – Government workers 
in different parts of Afghanistan 
have started switching off their 
smartphones, following an order 
imposed yesterday that they told 
AFP came from Supreme Leader 
Hibatullah Akhundzada.

A letter announcing the ban on 
smartphones for all government 
employees started circulating on 
social media last week under the 
emblem of the Supreme Court, 
which has not responded to AFP’s 
requests to comment.

“All the heads of departments 
in their respective provinces are 
advised to inform their staff, higher-
ranking or lower-ranking, that using 
smartphones is strictly banned 
effective 17 June,” said the letter.

It referred to all employees of the 
military and civilian departments, 
mentioning that exemptions could 
only be granted by the supreme leader.

As of yesterday afternoon, multiple 
central government departments were 
still publishing information through 
their WhatsApp groups.

Two spokesmen for the Afghan 
government did not respond to AFP’s 
requests to comment on the decision.

In Ghazni province, located 
between the capital Kabul and 
the seat of the supreme leader, 
Kandahar, government employees 
started signing off from their 
smartphones on Tuesday evening.

“It has been decided that from 

Wednesday, the use of smartphones 
inside all offices in Ghazni province 
is prohibited,” Irfan Andarh, 
an official from the mines and 
petroleum department, wrote in a 
WhatsApp group seen by AFP.

Citing the supreme leader’s 
decision, he wrote that employees 
would be available “via telephone 
calls and email”.

A municipal worker in Ghazni, 
who requested anonymity for security 
reasons, said they had been warned 
that anyone who uses a smartphone 
would be fired and face legal action.

‘Truly heartbreaking’
In remote Badakhshan, in north-

eastern Afghanistan, an employee of 
the provincial information depart-
ment said the penalty for breaking 
the rule was six months in prison.

“A verbal decree of the Islamic 
Emirate (of Afghanistan) was read 
out, and all heads of government 
departments were ordered that from 
today [yesterday]onwards, none of 
the employees of Taliban offices are 
allowed to use smartphones,” he said.

How widely the rule was 
implemented in Afghanistan and the 
scale of its impact were not entirely clear.

But three government workers in 
Badakhshan told AFP it would be hard 
for them to do their jobs, speaking 
anonymously due to safety concerns.

A transport department 
employee said he had been using 

WhatsApp to share information on 
the movement of cargo.

“Now, with this ban, our work 
can be disrupted and can even be 
made impossible,” he said.

A teacher described the decision 
as “truly heartbreaking” and said 
his smartphone was confiscated 
yesterday, before being returned 
with a warning not to carry it again.

“We need apps to stay connected 
with the students and hear their 
problems, for example, in the 
WhatsApp groups, they can share 
their classroom problems, questions 
related to their homework,” he said.

An employee from the provincial 
education department said he had 
been using AI tools on his smartphone 
to translate between his native Dari 
and Pashto, the language used in 
government communications.

“Then I would send the replies 
to the ministry. Now I don’t know 
what will happen,” he told AFP.

The Taliban authorities have ruled 
for nearly five years according to a 
strict interpretation of Islamic law.

Last year, broadband access 
was restricted in several provinces 
for weeks, before the government 
unexpectedly cut off the internet 
and phone networks nationwide.

Life ground to a halt for two 
days, paralysing banks, grounding 
planes and causing chaos at 
hospitals, before communications 
were restored.       – AFP

NEW DELHI – Underwater 
archaeologists from India and 
Denmark are to investigate a 17th-
century shipwreck in a bid to shed 
light on a little-known chapter of 
European involvement in South Asia.

The Danish ship Oresund was 
wrecked off India’s southeastern coast 
near Karaikal in Puducherry in 1619.

Rasmus Abildgaard Kristensen, 
Denmark’s ambassador in New 
Delhi, said the project would see the 
countries “join hands” to investigate 
the remains of the ship, he said on 
social media yesterday.

Researchers hope the 
investigation will provide fresh 
insights into early Danish trading 
activities in India, a period often 
overshadowed by the larger colonial 

histories of Britain, France, Portugal 
and the Netherlands.

The Archaeological Survey 
of India and Denmark’s National 
Museum in Copenhagen signed 
an agreement on Monday for a 
“joint underwater archaeological 
investigation” of the Oresund.

“The Oresund occupies a 
significant place in maritime history 
as the first Danish ship known to 
have reached India,” New Delhi’s 
Ministry of Culture said.

Denmark built its first trading post 
in India in 1620, a year after the Oresund 
sank at Tranquebar, today the town of 
Tharangambadi in Tamil Nadu, where 
the Danish fort is now a museum.

European links with India are 
often seen as beginning in 1498, when 

Portuguese sailor Vasco da Gama sailed 
via Africa’s southern tip to Calicut – 
today the city of Kozhikode in Kerala.

But Europeans had indirect 
contact with India through trade 
networks for centuries before that 
via Arab, Persian, and Mediterranean 
merchants through the Red Sea.

Last year, India’s navy sailed a 
traditional 20-metre long “stitched” 
wooden ship – whose hull was sewn 
together with coconut coir rope – to 
Oman.

That journey, intended to 
replicate journeys taken more than 
two millennia ago, evoked a time 
when Indian sailors were regular 
traders with the Roman Empire, as 
well as the Middle East, Africa, and 
lands to the east.      – AFP

Migrant workers and activists holding placards shout slogans during a protest 
demanding the implementation of a six-point charter, including safer and lower 
migration costs, in Dhaka, Bangladesh yesterday.           – AFP

An Afghan volunteer teaches refugee children inside a temporary classroom at 
Nasaji Pul village in the Daman district of Afghanistan’s Kandahar yesterday.  
              – AFP
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Aurélia End
ÉVIAN – US President Donald 

Trump said yesterday he expected the 
accord with Iran ending the Middle 
East war to be signed “shortly” but 
cast uncertainty over the exact date.

“The deal we reached with Iran 
on Sunday will be signed shortly, 
tomorrow [today], maybe the next 
day [tomorrow],” Trump said at 
the G7 summit, after previous 
announcements that it would be 
signed tomorrow in Switzerland 
with Vice President JD Vance 
representing the United States.

“We are going to most likely 
sign a deal,” he added.

Trump told reporters at the final 
press conference of the G7 summit 
that he was prepared to “bomb the 
hell” out of Iran if they violated the 
agreement.

“If they are not behaving they 
will be hit again,” he said.

But he added: “They don’t want 
to get bombed, they don’t want to 
get hit.”

Trump said he “might” stay in 
Europe for the signing but added that 
as a memorandum of understanding 
“it might not be the kind of a 
document I should be signing”.

Asked if sending Vance to the 
signing rather than going himself 
was to avoid blame if it did not work 
out, Trump replied: “I like that idea.”

“If it works out I am going to 
take the credit, if it doesn’t work 
out I’m blaming JD! You better be 
careful JD! He is going to turn his 
plane around and get the hell out of 
here!”

Following reports of tensions 
with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Trump said Washington 
“did send a copy” to Israel of the 
accord.

‘Mad genius’
In a long succession of comments 

on his dealings with Iran, Trump 
recalled at length how he had in 
2020 issued the order to kill Qassem 
Soleimani, the head of foreign 
operations for the Revolutionary 
Guards, who he described repeatedly 
as a “mad genius”.

Trump also recalled the February 
28 air strike that killed supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and 
other senior figures, who he said 
were “having breakfast” at the time.

Trump was also asked about the 
deadly strike on an Iranian school in 

Minab on the first day of the war, 
which left 155 dead, according to 
the Iranian authorities.

Initially describing the question 
as “strange”, Trump said: “Nobody 
did it on purpose. Mistakes are 
made, war is nasty.”

“I know it is under investigation,” 
he said, telling the reporter to 
address the question to Defence 
Secretary Pete Hegseth instead.

A US Tomahawk cruise missile 
hit the elementary school due to 
a targeting mistake, according to 
the preliminary findings of a US 
military investigation reported by 
The New York Times.

Trump also thanked Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping for 
staying “neutral” in the Middle East 
war.       – AFP

BEIRUT – Hezbollah chief 
Naim Qassem yesterday hailed an 
understanding reached between 
Tehran and Washington to end the 
regional war as a “great victory”, 
calling it a “pivotal point” for 
Lebanon.

Although the US-Iran deal to 
end the Middle East war has not 
been officially released, American 
and Iranian officials, as well as 
mediator Pakistan, have said it 
includes Lebanon.

“We congratulate the Iranian 
people, the resistance and the 
countries and peoples of the 
region and the world who yearn 
for independence and freedom on 
this great victory,” Qassem said in 
a televised address.

He expressed thanks to Iran for 
“linking the Lebanese arena” to 
the deal and “forcing Israel to stop 
its aggression” on the country.

Hezbollah drew Lebanon into 
the Middle East war on March 2 
with rocket fire at Israel in support 
of its backer Tehran, sparking 
an Israeli military campaign 
including massive airstrikes and a 
ground invasion.

While violence declined 
in Lebanon after the deal was 
announced on Monday, Israeli 
strikes on the south have killed at 
least five people since then.

Under US pressure, Lebanon has 
been holding direct talks with Israel 
in Washington since April seeking 
to end the hostilities and separate the 
conflict from the wider regional war, 
but the Iran-US deal announcement 
has reshuffled the cards.

Qassem urged Lebanon to 
take advantage of “this pivotal 
point following the agreement... 
to achieve the expulsion of Israel” 
from Lebanese territory.

The leader of the Iran-backed 
group again urged Lebanese 
authorities to abandon direct 
negotiations, repeating the group’s 
view that they simply amount to 
“concessions”.

A fifth round of talks is 
scheduled for next week.

“The ceiling for the 
negotiations with the Israeli 
enemy is mutual security... and 
any proposal under the banner 
of disarmament will not pass, as 
this is an Israeli recipe for taking 
everything and wrecking the 
country,” Qassem said.

Hezbollah also rejects a 
Lebanese government decision 
to disarm the group, which was 
announced after a 2024 ceasefire 
that halted a previous round of 
hostilities between Israel and the 
militants.

Qassem urged Lebanese 
authorities not to “agree with 
Israel on its demands interfering 
in our internal affairs”.

“Everything linked to 
organising our domestic situation, 
whether the issue of weapons 
or the economy, or the national 
security strategy or defence 
strategy... it all must be completely 
outside the negotiations. This we 
discuss internally,” he said.

“In any negotiation, the main 
demand must be Lebanon’s 
sovereignty,” he added.       – AFP

TEHRAN – An Iranian official 
yesterday said that the funeral 
procession for late supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who 
was killed by US-Israeli strikes in 
February, will pass through Iraq 
before his burial in Iran.

In a video carried by state media, 
Tehran mayor Alireza Zakani said 
the farewell ceremonies and funeral 
for Khamenei would be held from 
July 4 to 9.

“On July 8, 2026, they will take 
place in Iraq, and on July 9, 2026, 
God willing, in Mashhad” in Iran, 
where Khamenei will be buried, he 
added.

Like Iran, neighbouring Iraq has 
a Shia majority and is home to the 
holiest sites in Shia Islam, including 
the shrine of Imam Hussein in 
Karbala and Imam Ali in Najaf.

Zakani, however, did not 
specify where Ali Khamenei’s body 
would be taken during the planned 
processions in Iraq.

An Iraqi source close to the 
Iranian embassy said Khamenei’s 
body would be brought to Najaf on 
July 8.

“Official ceremonies will be 
held in the airport in the presence 
of politicians and religious scholars, 
then the body will be transported by 

ambulance towards the Imam Ali 
holy shrine,” the source said.

“Afterwards, the body will 
be transported by helicopter to 
Karbala... where a mass procession 
will take place, then back to Najaf, 
then Mashhad.”

Zakani said preparations were 
also underway for funeral processions 
in Tehran, where officials expect a 
crowd of almost “20 million people”.

He said the capital “has never had 
such a large crowd in its history”.

When Ruhollah Khomeini died 
in 1989, Iranian media reported that 
nearly 10 million people attended 
his funeral.      – AFP

Trump says Iran accord to be signed 
‘shortly’, ‘maybe’ today or tomorrow 
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US President Donald Trump (left) addresses the press alongside US Secretary of 

State Marco Rubio during a closing press conference at the G7 summit, in Évian, 

eastern France, yesterday.                  – AFP 

Spectators react as Hezbollah Secretary-General Sheikh Naim Qassem 

addresses crowds via a giant screen during the first day of the Ashura 
commemorations at the mausoleum of former Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah 

in Beirut’s southern suburbs yesterday.           – AFP 

NEW YORK – The so-called 
Gilgo Beach serial killer, accused 
of strangling and dismembering 
women and scattering their remains 
around a coastal community near 
New York, was sentenced yesterday 
to life in prison.

Rex Heuermann, 62, in April 
pleaded guilty to seven murders, 
plus an eighth that he had not yet 
been charged with, in a crime spree 
spanning 1993 to 2010 around Long 

Island, near New York City.
The Gilgo Beach case had 

stumped investigators for years 
with no suspects identified, and was 
featured in a number of true crime 
documentaries.

US media reported that family 
members delivered emotional victim 
impact statements during sentencing 
yesterday, in which Heuermann 
received three consecutive life terms 
with no possibility of parole.

Heuermann, an architect arrested 
in July 2023 outside his Manhattan 
office, reportedly also addressed 
the Long Island court, saying “I am 
responsible for all that was said in 
this room.”

Most of the women’s remains 
were found in 2010 and 2011 near 
Gilgo Beach, an Atlantic Ocean barrier 
beach on Long Island’s south shore. 
One victim’s body was discovered 110 
kilometres away in 1993.

As police failed to solve the 
murders, some critics alleged the 
case would have progressed quicker 
had the women not been sex workers.

In 2022, detectives narrowed 
their focus onto Heuermann after he 
was found to be the registered owner 
of a vehicle one of the victims had 
been spotted in.

Since then, the case against 
Heuermann – a married father of 
two at the time of the killings – has 

been based on DNA evidence from 
a discarded pizza box and cell phone 
data linking him to the victims.

Some of that evidence was found in 
his family home in Massapequa Park, a 
suburban village, on Long Island.

Heuermann also performed 
hundreds of internet searches about 
the investigation into the murders, 
asking questions such as “Why 
hasn’t the Long Island serial killer 
been caught?”      – AFP

US serial killer jailed for life over Gilgo Beach murders
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Mona Guichard and Tom Barfield
PARIS – France and Germany 

yesterday affirmed their will to 
work together to secure digital 
independence, as Europe’s largest tech 
trade fair VivaTech got underway and 
transatlantic tensions over AI marked 
the G7 meeting.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron called for “better regulation” 
of AI and warned against “non-
cooperation between democracies” on 
the technology, as increasingly capable 
AI models are released by private 
developers.

“The American administration 
made a very serious decision a few 
days ago. The good thing is, that 
means a wake-up call: ‘this can be 
dangerous’,” Macron said in Évian, 
eastern France, where US President 
Donald Trump was meeting leaders of 
other top advanced economies.

But he also warned that the 
“reaction had in a way been strictly 
nationalist”.

“The US and EU need to be strong 
partners in AI,” European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen said.

“It is in our mutual interest that our 
citizens and companies can safely use 
the best AI models,” von der Leyen 
added.

AI developer Anthropic’s cutting 
off access to its most powerful models 
under pressure from Washington 
has focused minds across the 
Atlantic, highlighting the continent’s 
dependence on its erratic ally.

Earlier yesterday, France and 
Germany had offered up a “shared 
vision for strengthening Europe’s 
digital sovereignty” in a joint 
statement as VivaTech opened for its 
10th anniversary edition.

Buy European?
“We’re making a play for 

independence, but also for survival,” 
French digital minister Anne Le 
Henanff said as she visited alongside 
German counterpart Karsten 
Wildberger.

“We don’t want to go through 
what we already have with some other 
technologies,” Le Henanff added, 
referring to cloud computing where 

“as Europeans, we reacted relatively 
late”.

Brussels is already working on 
draft “buy European” rules.

And France’s finance ministry 
yesterday announced a European 
effort to encourage “major European 
procurers, private companies, state 
agencies and ministries” to stick to the 
bloc’s providers.

Germany, Spain and Belgium 
backed the proposal.

Yesterday’s sovereignty 
push followed France’s Tuesday 
announcement that its DGSI domestic 
intelligence agency would replace 
American data sifting giant Palantir 
with local competitor ChapsVision

“We cannot accept new strategic 
dependencies in the digital realm,” 
Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu 
said.

But Finance Minister Roland 
Lescure said it would likely take until 
next year before the French firm was 
ready to take over.

Leading French AI researcher Yann 
LeCun said governments were right to 
pursue sovereign AI, speaking from a 
VivaTech stage in front of an audience 
of businesspeople.

Sovereignty is “very important, 
because very soon all of our 
information diet will be mediated by 
AI assistants,” LeCun said.

Macron, Modi tour
Yesterday’s star guest Jeff Bezos, 

founder of Amazon and Blue Origin, 
went off the AI beaten path to tout 
space as a “dynamic, entrepreneurial 
place” alongside the rocket firm’s 
chief Dave Limp and former NASA 
astronaut Mike Massimino.

The disastrous launchpad 
explosion of Blue Origin’s New Glenn 
rocket had been “a gut punch”, Bezos 
acknowledged, while insisting that 
“space travel is hard, and it’s worth it”.

Other prominent attendees will 
include Macron and Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, expected to 
walk the VivaTech halls today.

VivaTech organisers hope to 
top last year’s attendance record of 
180,000 people this year, with the 
fair opening to the general public on 
Saturday.

Some 15,000 startups are exhibiting 
in the hope of attracting funding, staff, 
customers and buzz.

– AFP

Enchanted Tool company’s robot Mirokai is displayed at the VivaTech technology startups 
and innovation fair at the Paris Expo Porte de Versailles, in Paris yesterday.        – AFP 

SOFIA – Bulgaria said yesterday 
it will oppose any new EU sanctions 
against Russia if they include Russian 
Orthodox Church head Patriarch 
Kirill, a backer of Russia’s military 
operation in Ukraine, or oil giant 
Lukoil.

Foreign Minister Velislava Petrova 
said any move against Kirill would 
create a “fertile ground for anti-
European propaganda” by suggesting 
that Europe is interfering in church 
affairs.

She said Bulgaria also opposed 
any sanctions against Lukoil or 
its subsidiaries as many European 
countries are heavily dependent on 
Russian energy.

Talks are underway on a 21st 
package of EU sanctions on Russia 
which requires unanimous approval by 
all EU member states before it can take 
effect.

“We support sanctions that have an 
economic effect, that do not penalise 
EU member states more than the 
country waging the war, and that are 
not merely symbolic,” Petrova told 
journalists in parliament.

“Freezing the Russian patriarch’s 
financial assets in certain banks will 
not prevent him from carrying out his 
activities,” she said.

The Russian Orthodox Church 
leadership has stood full-square 
behind President Vladimir Putin since 

he launched Russia’s “special military 
operation” in Ukraine in February 
2022.

In June 2022, Kirill’s inclusion in a 
European Union blacklist was blocked 
by pro-Russian former Hungarian 
prime minister Viktor Orbán.

Regarding Lukoil, Petrova said: 
“Our main priority is to preserve the 
country’s energy stability,” adding 
that many European states “have 
reservations about measures that could 
impact their energy security.”

The EU on Monday said it had 
sanctioned 81 individuals and entities 
for their complicity in Russia’s war 
against Ukraine.

– AFP

Robin Legrand
WASHINGTON, DC – US President Donald Trump opened 

a new front yesterday in a growing power struggle with Senate 
Republicans, leveraging concerns about a key national security 
post to assert authority over lawmakers from his own party.

A growing number of Republican senators have voiced 
disagreement with the 80-year-old president on some issues in 
recent weeks – including over the continuation of the Iran war 
– despite Trump’s near-total grip on Congress since the start of 
his second term.

The latest example is the nomination of Bill Pulte, a Trump 
loyalist with no national security experience, as the interim 
director of national intelligence (DNI).

Even some of the usually loyal pro-Trump Republican 
senators questioned this.

When Trump announced last week that he was appointing 
prosecutor Jay Clayton to permanently fill the role, Republican 
senators rushed to schedule his confirmation hearing before 
Pulte could take over in an acting capacity.

But Trump declared yesterday that Clayton’s confirmation 
hearing would not take place until his replacement as New York 
prosecutor is confirmed.

That in turn casts doubt over the fate of a key intelligence 
gathering programme known at FISA Section 702, which 
allows warrantless surveillance of foreigners overseas.

The controversial programme expired for the first time last 
week after Congress rejected a short-term extension, largely 
over Pulte’s appointment.

Regain control
Trump has now bundled all the issues into one giant fight 

by saying he will not go ahead with any of it until lawmakers 
approve his restrictive voting reform package, the “SAVE 
America Act,” which is opposed by all Democrats and some 
Republicans.

It is a move apparently designed to regain control in the face 
of growing independence among senators from his Republican 
party.

“We are cancelling the Senate Hearing RE: DNI today, and 
will not be going forward until Jamie McDonald is approved to 
be U.S. Attorney,” Trump wrote on his Truth Social platform, 
referring to Clayton’s planned replacement.

“In the meantime, Bill Pulte will remain as the Acting 
Director of National Intelligence,” he added.

The top Republican on the Senate Intelligence Committee 
said yesterday’s planned hearing would go ahead anyway, before 
ultimately announcing that it was “unfortunately postponed.”

“It’s regrettable that the president has directed Jay Clayton 
not to appear at his confirmation hearing today,” Senator Tom 
Cotton said on X, adding: “I look forward to proceeding with 
his confirmation in the near future.”

In the absence of a vote on Clayton, Pulte is set to take 
office tomorrow.

Critics fear that Trump would rely on Pulte to carry out 
acts of political revenge or interfere with upcoming elections. 
The president has already ordered him to cut jobs in the US 
intelligence community.

In his previous job, Pulte targeted a series of Trump’s foes 
with allegations of mortgage fraud.

‘Chaos and confusion’
By announcing the cancellation of Clayton’s hearing, 

Trump sought to pull the rug out from under Senate Republican 
leaders, who had organised it in record time.

Mark Warner, the top Democrat on the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, condemned the move by Trump, accusing him of 
being “determined to turn America’s national security into a 
political bargaining chip.”

“National security cannot be governed by social media 
post,” Warner said, slamming the “chaos and confusion coming 
from the White House itself.”

Clayton, who led the Securities and Exchange Commission 
during Trump’s first term, has support from both Democrats 
and Republicans, unlike Pulte.

Since the spring of 2025, Clayton has held one of the most 
powerful prosecutorial positions in the country: US attorney for 
the Southern District of New York.

Trump wants to replace him with McDonald – a lawyer 
who handled one of his legal cases – and who must also be 
confirmed by the US Senate.         – AFP

Trump seeks to assert 
authority over rebellious 

Republican senators

Bulgaria to oppose any EU sanctions against 
Russian church head

Paris, Berlin bet on digital 
sovereignty at VivaTech, G7
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Robin BJALON
MADRID – Former Spanish 

prime minister José Luis Rodríguez 
Zapatero yesterday defended 
his “decency and honesty” after 
making an unprecedented court 
appearance on suspected influence 
peddling, the latest corruption 
affair threatening the leftist 
government.

The investigation into the 
Socialist titan comes as a string of 
graft probes into Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez’s family and former 
top political allies have threatened 
to topple his minority coalition.

Clashes with US President 
Donald Trump and virulent 
criticism of Israel have made 
Sánchez a global progressive 
star, but the scandals have eroded 
the domestic standing of one of 
Europe’s few remaining Socialist 
leaders.

Zapatero, who governed 
Spain from 2004 to 2011, was 
placed under formal investigation 
last month for alleged influence 
peddling in connection with the 
bailout of small airline Plus Ultra 
in 2021.

Plus Ultra received 53 million 
euros (US$61.5 million) of public 
money after the COVID-19 
pandemic paralysed global travel.

Investigating judge José 
Luis Calama has said Zapatero 
allegedly headed a “stable and 
hierarchical” structure that used 
“opaque financial channels” to 
conceal the movement of money 
and obtain bribes for his illicit 
manoeuvring.

“I am accused of very serious 
offences that I have not committed. 
I always conducted myself with 
decency and honesty,” Zapatero 
said in a statement released after 
he spent around three hours at 
Madrid’s “Audiencia Nacional” 
(high court).

“Now the task ahead of me is 
to prove it. I will do so with total 
transparency and full confidence,” 
Zapatero added, denying the illicit 
ownership of companies, money or 
financial products.

“The truth will prevail and I 
will restore confidence to those 
who now doubt.”

The hearing made Zapatero 
the first former or serving Spanish 

prime minister to declare as a 
suspect in a corruption probe.

‘Moral beacon’ under 
suspicion

A police search of Zapatero’s 
office found jewellery and luxury 
watches valued at 1.3 million 
euros, leading Calama to probe 
additional alleged offences of tax 
fraud and smuggling.

Zapatero’s entourage attributes 
the hoard to a family inheritance. 
The former premier did not speak 
about the jewels during yesterday’s 
hearing, according to legal sources.

The court said in a statement 
that Zapatero had not justified 
the origin of the jewellery nor the 
tax and customs payments due on 
them.

His declaration “has failed to 
detract from the rational evidence 
of criminality” attributed to him by 
the judge, it added.

The judge, however, rejected 
the prosecution’s request to 
confiscate Zapatero’s passport 
and impose obligatory court 
appearances every 15 days as he 
was not deemed a flight risk or 
likely to destroy or hide evidence.

Sánchez vowed to clean up 
Spanish politics when he took 
power in 2018 after the main 
conservative People’s Party (PP) 
was convicted in its own graft 
affair.

But the investigation into 
Zapatero imperils the reputation 
of a “moral beacon” for Sánchez 
and the Spanish Socialist 
Workers’ Party (PSOE), Astrid 
Barrio, a political science 
professor at the University of 
Valencia, told AFP.

A two-year-long investigation 
into Sánchez’s wife Begoña Gómez 
for alleged influence peddling had 
already shaken the government, 
with a decision to send her to trial 
potentially imminent.

Verdicts are also due in separate 
corruption trials of Sánchez’s 
former right-hand man José Luis 
Ábalos and his brother David 
Sánchez.

Recent revelations about an 
ongoing police probe into a former 
PSOE activist suspected of leading 
a plot to sabotage investigations 
into Sánchez’s entourage have 
piled further pressure on the 
government.

Amid the relentless stream of 
negative headlines, the Socialists 
have suffered four regional election 
drubbings since late 2025, in a 
possible precursor to next year’s 
national vote.

The conservative and far-
right opposition have demanded 
Sánchez’s resignation and early 
elections, but the prime minister 
insists he will see out his term until 
2027.      – AFP

Spain’s former Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero waves as he arrives 
to be questioned by a judge as part of an investigation for alleged influence 
peddling, at the “Audiencia Nacional” (high court) in Madrid yesterday.           – AFP 

BRASÍLIA – Brazil’s Supreme 
Court on Tuesday sentenced Eduardo 
Bolsonaro in absentia to four years 
and two months in prison after he 
urged US sanctions on his country 
during his father’s coup trial.

Jair Bolsonaro’s third son, who 
lives in the United States, had 
attempted to curry American favour 
for the former far-right president.

The ex-leader is serving 27 
years in prison for plotting a coup 
in 2022.

Four Supreme Court judges ruled in 
favour of the prosecutors, who charged 
Eduardo Bolsonaro with “threatening 
judicial authorities and officials from 
other branches of government” by 
saying he would secure US sanctions 
“if the proceedings did not end” well 
for his father.

“It is not the role of a Brazilian 
federal deputy to lobby abroad 
against their own country,” said 
Judge Alexandre de Moraes.

The 41-year-old will also be 
barred from holding public office 
for eight years, a decision he may 
appeal.

“The real purpose of this 
senseless trial is only one: to remove 

my name from the elections,” read 
a statement from Bolsonaro, who 
was planning to run as a substitute 
Senate candidate in elections in 
October.

At first, Bolsonaro’s ploy 
worked. Last year, US President 
Donald Trump hit Brazil with steep 
tariffs as punishment for what 
he called a “witch hunt” against 
Bolsonaro senior.

However, the duties were lifted 
after a first official meeting between 
leftist President Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva and Trump.

The Trump administration had 
also sanctioned Supreme Court 
Judge Moraes, but those measures 
were also lifted.

Relations between Brasilia and 
Washington are going through a 
rough patch after Trump met with 
Eduardo’s brother and presidential 
candidate Flávio Bolsonaro ahead 
of elections, in which polls suggest 
Flávio Bolsonaro and Lula are 
running neck and neck.

In December, Eduardo 
Bolsonaro was stripped of his seat 
in the lower house of parliament for 
his excessive absences.     – AFP

CARACAS – Spanish energy 
giant Repsol signed an agreement 
on Tuesday to explore a light crude 
field in a major oil-producing 
area of Venezuela, which has the 
world’s largest proven oil reserves.

Interim President Delcy 
Rodríguez opened the 
hydrocarbons sector to foreign 
investment in January, pushing a 
reform law through Venezuela’s 
legislature under pressure from 
Washington following its capture 

of president Nicolás Maduro in a 
US military operation.

The agreement with Repsol, 
which first agreed to restart its 
operations in Venezuela in April, 
involved exploring a light crude 
field on the eastern shore of Lake 
Maracaibo in the country’s oil-rich 
northwest.

“In this opportunity, in addition 
to gas, we’re also aiming for 
growth in oil,” Héctor Andrés 
Obregón, president of state-owned 

oil firm PDVSA, said during an 
event broadcast on state television.

Repsol’s CEO Josu Jon Imaz 
said the company was “committed 
to investing in Venezuela.”

Rodríguez for her part 
underscored Repsol’s commitment 
to Venezuela, even “in bad times.”

Repsol “has the doors open in 
Venezuela to continue expanding 
its investments, which are 
guaranteed by the new normal,” 
she said.      – AFP

CARACAS – Venezuela signed an 
agreement on Monday with General 
Electric (GE) for the US utility giant 
to rebuild its decrepit power grid, the 
South American country’s interim 
president Delcy Rodríguez said.

Most of Venezuela including 
the capital Caracas endures daily 
blackouts lasting up to 10 hours as 
the country deals with decades of 
neglect and underinvestment in the 
energy sector and elsewhere.

Speaking alongside GE 
executives at the presidential palace, 
Rodríguez called it an historic step “to 
recover such an essential service.”

Rodríguez, in power since 
the United States ousted Nicolas 
Maduro in January, first held talks 
in April with General Electric.

The discussions came with her 
government under pressure from 

President Donald Trump to open 
oil-rich Venezuela’s economy and 
resources to American companies.

Much of Venezuela’s infrastructure 
is in a bad state after 13 years of 
rule under Maduro, who blamed the 
country’s decline on US sanctions.

Venezuela now consumes about 
16 percent more electricity than it 
generates, which is about 12,000 
megawatts per day, according to 
opposition lawmaker Ezio Angelini.

The electrical grid was 
nationalised in 2007 by then-president 
Hugo Chávez, a socialist icon.

Rodríguez said at the 
presidential palace that the goal 
of the new contract with GE is to 
increase electricity output by 1,000 
megawatts per day in the first two 
years and by 5,000 megawatts in 
four years.      – AFP

Power lines and transformers are pictured tangled around a utility pole in the Catia 
neighbourhood of Caracas on Tuesday.                  – AFP

Spanish ex-PM Zapatero defends 
‘honesty’ after graft hearing

Repsol signs crude oil exploration deal 
with Venezuela

Brazil’s top court sentences 
Bolsonaro’s son over 

US lobbying

Venezuela inks deal with GE 
to rebuild grid
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World Cup sets single-day 
attendance record across 4 
matches

NEW YORK – FIFA 
received a boost as Tuesday’s 
four matches at the 2026 World 
Cup drew a record single-day 

attendance of 281,223 fans, easing 
concerns over high ticket prices and 
empty seats during the opening days 
of the tournament.

Matches between France and 
Senegal, Argentina and Algeria, 
Austria and Jordan, and Norway and 
Iraq combined to set a new World Cup 
record for the highest daily attendance.

The figure surpassed the previous 
mark of 277,070, set at the 1994 
World Cup in the United States. Both 
records came on days featuring four 
matches, while most previous World 
Cup schedules typically included 
three matches per day.

A crowd of 80,545 at MetLife 
Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey, 
watched France defeat Senegal 3-1 with 
two goals from Kylian Mbappe.

Another 69,045 spectators were in 
Kansas City to see Lionel Messi make 
his sixth World Cup appearance and 
score a hat trick in Argentina’s 3-0 
victory over Algeria.

In Santa Clara, California, 68,527 
fans watched Austria overcome 
a spirited Jordan side 3-1 at San 
Francisco Bay Area Stadium.

Meanwhile, 63,106 supporters 
attended Norway’s 4-1 win over 
Iraq in Boston, with Erling Haaland 
scoring twice.

According to FIFA, the tourna-
ment’s average attendance currently 
stands at 65,483.

The governing body said the 2026 
World Cup is on course to surpass 
the overall attendance record of 
3,587,538 set at the 1994 tournament, 
although the expanded format means 
considerably more matches will be 
played this year.      – Xinhua

RB Leipzig axe Werner 
despite Champions League 
qualification

MUNICH – Bundesliga club RB 
Leipzig have sacked coach 
Ole Werner after just one 
season in charge, despite 
leading them to a third-

placed finish and Champions League 
football next season.

“We have spent the past few days 
carrying out a thorough final review of 
the recent season,” the club’s sporting 
director Marcel Schafer said in a 
statement yesterday.

“On Tuesday evening, we decided 
that a change of head coach was needed.”

He added: “We believe the 
challenges ahead require new ideas 
and a different approach.”

The identity of Werner’s successor 
has not been disclosed, although 
German media are pointing to Argentine 
Martin Demichelis, who took over on 
the Mallorca bench in March but was 
unable to prevent the club’s relegation 
to Spain’s second division.

Werner was the third coach in the 
space of 14 months at RB Leipzig, 
who missed European competition 
last season for the first time since their 
promotion to the Bundesliga in 2016.

Towards the end of the 2024/25 
campaign, the club dismissed Marco 
Rose with Zsolt Loew serving as 

interim coach before Werner was 
appointed.         – AFP

Messi salutes ‘beautiful 
moment’ after tying World 
Cup goals record

KANSAS CITY - Lionel 
Messi saluted a “beautiful 
moment” after becoming the 
World Cup’s joint all-time 

leading goalscorer in his record-
breaking sixth finals appearance on 
Tuesday.

The 38-year-old Argentina captain 
etched another memorable chapter in 
his glittering career with a brilliant 
hat-trick in the South Americans’ 3-0 
win over Algeria at Kansas City’s 
Arrowhead Stadium.

Messi’s hat-trick - his first ever in 
the World Cup - vaulted him alongside 
Germany’s Miroslav Klose as the top 
scorer in the tournament’s history with 
16 goals.

“To enjoy this with my family, 
with my teammates, the ones who 
are always there, is a really beautiful 
moment,” Inter Miami star Messi said 
afterwards. “I’m happy.”

Messi’s razor-sharp eye for goal augurs 
well for Argentina’s hopes of becoming 
the first team since Brazil in 1962 to win 
back-to-back World Cup titles.

“The squad, it’s a very united, very 
strong group,” Messi said afterwards.

“I feel good; we were lucky enough 
to win a tough match. It’s important to 
start off with a win in the first game.

“I’m grateful to the fans, because 
once again they’ve shown that 
Argentina is crazy about this - we 
packed the stadium again.”       – AFP

World Cup photos on page 16

This combination of 
file photos created on 
Tuesday shows Mexico’s 
defender Edson Alvarez 
in Rostov-On-Don on 
June 23, 2018 (left); and 
South Korea’s forward 
Son Heung-min in 
Zapopan on June 11.
Mexico and South Korea 
will meet a 2026 World 
Cup Group A match at 
the Guadalajara Stadium 
in Zapopan, Mexico 
today.                –  AFP

Friday 19 June 2026 all Macau times

 Czechia 00:00 South Africa

First Stage · Group A · Atlanta Stadium  (Atlanta)

 Switzerland 03:00 

First Stage · Group B · Los Angeles Stadium (Los Angeles)

 Canada 06:00 Qatar

First Stage · Group B · BC Place Vancouver (Vancouver)

 Mexico 09:00 S Korea

First Stage · Group A · Guadalajara Stadium (Guadalajara)

Saturday 20 June 2026

 USA 03:00 Australia

First Stage · Group D · Seattle Stadium (Seattle)

 Scotland 06:00 Morocco

First Stage · Group C · Boston Stadium (Boston)

 Brazil 08:30 Haiti

First Stage · Group C · Philadelphia Stadium (Philadelphia)

 Türkiye 11:00 Paraguay

First Stage · Group D · San Francisco Bay Area Stadium
(San Francisco Bay Area)

Sunday 21 June 2026

 Netherlands 01:00 Sweden

First Stage · Group F · Houston Stadium (Houston)

 Germany 04:00     Côte d’Ivoire

First Stage · Group E · Toronto Stadium (Toronto)

 Ecuador 08:00 Curaçao

First Stage · Group E · Kansas City Stadium (Kansas City)

 Tunisia 12:00 Japan

First Stage · Group F · Monterrey Stadium (Monterrey)

Monday 22 June 2026

 Spain 00:00         Saudi Arabia

First Stage · Group H · Atlanta Stadium (Atlanta)

 Belgium 03:00 IR Iran

First Stage · Group G · Los Angeles Stadium (Los Angeles)

 Uruguay 06:00     Cabo Verde

First Stage · Group H · Miami Stadium (Miami)

 New Zealand 09:00 Egypt

First Stage · Group G · BC Place Vancouver (Vancouver)

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

KANSAS CITY - Ma Ning 
will become the first Chinese 
in 24 years to officiate a World 

Cup match as head referee when he 
takes charge of Ecuador’s Group E 
match against Curacao on Saturday in 
Kansas City.

Ma’s compatriot, Zhou Fei, will 
serve as an assistant referee for the 
second-round group-stage encounter, 
FIFA announced yesterday.

The appointment will mark the 
first time the 47-year-old Ma has 
officiated a World Cup match as the 
lead referee and the first time since 
2002 that a Chinese official has 
been assigned to referee a match at 
football’s showpiece tournament.

Three Chinese officials were 

selected for the 2026 World Cup 
refereeing team: Ma as a referee, Zhou 
as an assistant referee and Fu Ming as 
a video assistant referee.

Fu has already appeared in two 
matches as an assistant video assistant 
referee, meaning all three Chinese 
officials will have made appearances 
at this year’s tournament.

In recent years, Ma and his 
colleagues have officiated at several 
major international competitions. Ma 
was selected for the referee team at 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, where 
he served as a fourth official.

Ma and Fu also officiated at the 
inaugural expanded FIFA Club World 
Cup in 2025. In addition, the Chinese 
quartet of Ma, Fu, Zhou and Zhang 

Cheng oversaw the 2023 AFC Asian 
Cup final, played in Qatar in early 
2024, marking the first time Chinese 
referees had officiated the final of the 
continental tournament.

Before departing for the World 
Cup, Ma said the Chinese officials 
were determined to prove themselves 
on football’s biggest stage.

“During the World Cup, we will 
learn from the world’s best referees 
and bring valuable experience back to 
China to contribute to the training and 
development of Chinese referees,” he 
said.

“We will also do our utmost to 
showcase the professionalism and 
spirit of Chinese referees on the World 
Cup stage.”     – Xinhua

Ma Ning becomes !rst Chinese referee 
in 24 years to oversee World Cup match

Football shorts
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Athletics

OSTRAVA, Czech Republic 
– US sprinter Noah Lyles set the 
world’s best ever time over the 
rarely-run 150 metres on Tuesday, 
clocking 14.67 seconds at the 
Golden Spike meet in the eastern 
Czech city of Ostrava.

The 28-year-old Lyles beat the 
previous best of 14.72sec set by 
Kishane Thompson of Jamaica in 
Florida in April.

At Ostrava, Lyles beat Sinesipho 
Dambile of South Africa with 
14.78sec, while Australian teenager 
Gout Gout finished third in 14.96sec.

“Was there ever any doubt? Was 
there ever any doubt? We came for a 
show,” an elated Lyles told Czech TV.

Dutch star Femke Broeders-Bol 
had to bow to in-form Swiss Audrey 
Werro in her outdoor debut in the 
800m.

The 26-year-old Broeders-Bol 
has switched from 400m hurdles, in 
which she had won two world gold 
medals, and clocked an impressive 
1min 57.13sec for second place.

“It was so cool, I love racing in 
Ostrava. It was tough, but I enjoyed 
it,” she said.

Bol has also claimed multiple 
medals as the anchor leg in 4x400m 
relay teams, notably a gold in the 
mixed event in the Paris Olympics.

She ran her first 800m since 2017 
in February, clocking a national record 
of 1min 59.07sec before withdrawing 
from the rest of the indoor season to 
nurse a foot injury.

The 22-year-old Werro won in 
1min 54.45sec, half a second behind 
her personal best from March, after 
shedding Broeders-Bol with 200 
metres to run.

“It was a really crazy run but 
the time is very good so I’m really 
happy,” Werro said.

Having set the eighth best time 
ever, she stayed over a second 

behind the oldest world record in 
athletics of 1:53.28 set in 1983 by 
Jarmila Kratochvilova of then-
Czechoslovakia, who watched the 
race from the stands.

South Africa’s 20-year-old 
Bayanda Walaza won the men’s 
100m as he equalled his personal 
best of 9.94sec, beating Emmanuel 
Eseme of Cameroon with 9.99sec.

US favourites Ronnie Baker and 
Jordan Anthony were demoted to the 
fourth and fifth spots respectively 
with times well over 10 seconds.

– AFP

Lyles sets world’s best time over 
150 metres at Ostrava

USA’s Noah Lyles (left) competes to win the Men’s 150m race with a new world 
record ahead of Australia’s Gout Gout (centre) and South Africa’s Sinesipho Dambile 
at the 65th IAAF 2026 Golden Spike Athletics Meeting in Ostrava, Czech Republic on 
Tuesday.                    – AFP

Cycling

SONDRIO, Italy – World cham-
pion Tadej Pogacar sent out an omi-
nous warning to his Tour de France 
rivals with a jaw-dropping dominant 
victory on the opening stage of the 
Tour of Switzerland yesterday.

Despite there being four more 
days of mostly mountainous 
racing to come this week, Pogacar 
effectively ended all suspense 
halfway through the opening 144km 
stage, which started and finished in 
Sondrio in northern Italy.

After his UAE Team Emirates 
squad had pushed the pace over the 
first climb of the day, Pogacar simply 
rode off the front of the peloton at the 
foot of the second with 71.5km still 
to go, quickly catching and passing 
the last remaining breakaway rider, 
Fredrik Dversnes.

None of his potential overall 
challengers even attempted to follow 
Pogacar’s acceleration and he looked 
surprised when he turned around to 
see that he was already alone.

“This was definitely not the 
plan, but somehow it worked,” said 
Pogacar.

The four-time Tour de France 
winner decided to push on and 
finished 2min 14sec ahead of 
Ecuador’s Richard Carapaz in second 
with Italian Andrea Bagioli coming 
home third at 2:29 and the rest of the 
potential overall contenders losing 
more than four minutes.

“We tried something, and from 
then on, we just went,” he added.

“I didn’t have radio at that time, 
so I didn’t know what’s going on in 
the back, so I just kept riding hard.

“Once I knew the gap is quite 
big, I could set into the rhythm and 

try to hold it to the finish.”
It was a typically swashbuckling 

demonstration from Pogacar, who 
has made a habit of launching long 
range winning moves, but usually in 
one-day classics - such as his 80km-
long solo attack at Strade Bianche.

Never before had he made such an 
early move in a week-long stage race.

Despite not having raced since 
early May, Pogacar demonstrated 
he is already in remarkable pre-Tour 
de France form.

This was his 10th victory in only 
12 days of racing this year.

Having watched from afar as 
two-time Tour de France winner 
Jonas Vingegaard completed the 
Grand Tour set last month with Giro 
d’Italia success, Pogacar produced a 
timely reminder that he remains the 
man to beat at the Grande Boucle.

– AFP

De Minaur races into 
Queen’s Club quarter-
finals

LONDON – Australian 
top seed Alex De Minaur raced 
into the Queen’s Club quarter-
finals with a 6-4, 6-1 win over 

Denis Shapovalov yesterday.
De Minaur took just 63 minutes 

to sweep aside Shapovalov in the 
last 16 at the Wimbledon warm-up 
event in west London.

The world number six has 
never lost to Canadian Shapovalov 
on the ATP Tour, but his victory 
at the grass-court tournament 
continued to avenge a painful 
defeat on the surface a decade ago.

De Minaur lost to Shapovalov 
in the 2016 Wimbledon boy’s final.

“I’m pretty good at 
remembering these things. We 
have grown up together and 
played plenty of matches on the 
Tour. That one was a special one,” 
the 27-year-old said.

“I would have loved to have 
gotten that win, because it would 
have given me the world number 
one junior ranking. But here we 
are 10 years later, and I’m still 
enjoying myself.”

De Minaur, who beat Gabriel 
Diallo in his opening match on Tues-
day, is hoping to reach the Queen’s 
final for the second time after losing 
to Carlos Alcaraz in 2023.

Building towards Wimbledon, 
which starts on June 29, De Minaur 
arrived at Queen’s in good form 
after his run to the ‘s-Hertogenbosch 
final, which ended in a loss to Kamil 
Majchrzak.

Next up for De Minaur is Amer-
ican Brandon Nakashima, who beat 
Peruvian Ignacio Buse 6-2, 6-2 to 
seal his second successive appear-
ance in the Queen’s quarter-finals.

Briton Arthur Ferry also 
advanced to the last eight with a 
7-6 (9/7), 6-4 win over France’s 
Adrian Mannarino.  – AFP

Gauff crumbles in early 
Berlin exit against Badosa

Tennis
MUNICH – Coco Gauff made 

a quick exit from the Berlin grass 
court tournament yesterday, beaten 
1-6, 6-3, 6-2 by Paula Badosa.

It was the fifth-seeded 
American’s first match on grass 
this season, less than two weeks 
before the start of Wimbledon.

After comfortably winning 
the first set, world number seven 
Gauff fell apart against Badosa. 
The American’s first-serve 
percentage dropped in each set 
and the Spaniard broke twice each 
in the second and third sets as she 
won in one hour, 36 minutes.

Badosa, who is ranked 142nd in 
the world, is playing on a wildcard 
in Berlin.

She had suffered five consecu-
tive defeats since her last victory 
in early April in Charleston.

After winning Roland Garros 
in 2025, Gauff failed to win a 
single match on grass suffering 
first-round exits in Berlin and at 
Wimbledon.

Badosa will next face her 

doubles partner Jessica Pegula.
The third-seeded American 

despatched Katerina Siniakova 
6-2, 6-4 in just over an hour. It 
was Pegula’s fifth straight victory 
over the Czech.

Young Filipina Alexandra 
Eala battled past Croatian veteran 
Donna Vekic, who on Sunday won 
the Queen’s tournament, 7-5, 6-4 
in a shade under two hours.

Vekic broke in the second 
game of the match but thereafter, 
she failed to take numerous 
opportunities.

In all, Vekic had 14 break 
points during the match, but Eala 
saved 12 of them.

By contrast, the Filipina took 
four of her nine break opportunities.

“I told myself that she’s 
fighting back, but I’m also a 
fighter,” Eala said on court. “So I 
have to try - I have to try and give 
her a hard time.”   – AFP

Golf governing bodies 
and tours to study 
distance limit options

Golf
SOUTHAMPTON, US - The 

US Golf Association, R&A and 
the PGA and DP World tours will 
examine options to limit driving 
distance among elite players, they 
said in a joint statement yesterday.

The statement said the groups 
will jointly “review, test and 
implement options that have a 
meaningful impact on distance at 
the elite level.”

They noted that feedback from 
the golf industry on golf balls 
being tested on the current overall 
distance standard (ODS) supported 
a delay in implementation to 2030 
and as a result no changes will be 
made until January 2030.

The ODS was agreed upon as 
a measure to test golf balls.

Talks among the tours and 
governing bodies found distances 
continue to increase and there was 
“a concern by the tours that the 
updated ODS testing approach may 
not achieve the desired results.”

The statement said the groups 
had a “collective willingness to 
reconsider alternative approaches 
that may more materially impact the 
pace of future distance increases, 
while minimising disruption to the 
overall golf market.”

“Given these developments, 
The R&A and USGA will take 
the appropriate amount of time to 
assess a range of possible options 
and determine the path forward.”

The groups will take time “to 
review, test and implement options 
that have a meaningful impact on 
distance at the elite level.

“These efforts will ensure the 
elite game does not become too 
one-dimensional while continuing 
to emphasise the importance of 
shotmaking.”

“The USGA, The R&A, PGA 
TOUR and DP World Tour are 
confident in the path forward 
and committed to working 
collaboratively, and with other key 
stakeholders, to ensure the long-
term health of the game.”    – AFP

Pogacar crushes rivals on opening Tour of 
Switzerland stage

Sport in brief

India’s Smriti Mandhana bats during 
the ICC Women’s T20 cricket world cup 
2026 game against The Netherlands, at 
Headingley in Leeds, northern England 
yesterday. Mandhana and Shafali 
Verma ran riot as India thrashed the 
Netherlands by 95 runs.
Mandhana and Verma put on 115 for the 
first wicket, setting the foundation for 
India’s imposing total of 209-5 in Leeds.
Smashing 11 fours and one six, 
Mandhana top scored with 74 from 47 
balls, while her fellow opener Verma hit 
10 fours in her innings of 55.
India’s run spree left the Netherlands 
with little hope of a successful run 
chase.        – AFP
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LOS ANGELES – Next year’s 
Grammy Awards will feature five 
new categories, the Recording 
Academy announced on Tuesday, 
along with redefined rules that could 
affect the future of the coveted Best 
New Artist prize.

Based on feedback from 
its members, the 2027 show 
will honour Best Asian Pop 
Music Performance, Best R&B 
Collaboration Performance, Best 
Traditional Pop Vocal Performance, 

Best Traditional Folk Album, and 
Best Latin Song.

The academy also redefined 
how many times an artist can be 
submitted in the Best New Artist 
category, allowing four submissions 
instead of three and opening up the 
opportunity to budding singers who 
may have exhausted their limit.

In the past, the category was 
won by singers Olivia Rodrigo, 
Chappell Roan and Olivia Dean.

“The changes advanced by 

our Recording Academy members 
speak to the breadth of today’s 
music industry and the many 
genres, crafts and creators shaping 
it,” said Harvey Mason Jr, CEO of 
the Recording Academy.

“We’re excited to see these 
updates come to life in the year ahead 
as we celebrate the music people 
who are driving music forward.”

The Grammys will host “music’s 
biggest night” in Los Angeles in 
February.      – AFP

bring diverse characters to life over 
his more-than three-decade career.

“Javier can confidently 
change his person now to become 
somebody else, driven by a new 
logic, driven by new feelings and 
new perspective on reality,” the 
Canadian filmmaker said.

“He seems to do that without 
effort, with grace and tremendous 
generosity. His metamorphoses are 
spectacular.”

Bardem began his career in Spain 
and burst onto the international 

scene in Julian Schnabel’s drama 
“Before Night Falls.”

He won over the Academy with 
his portrayal of the sinister Anton 
Chigurh in “No Country for Old 
Men,” earning the Oscar for Best 
Supporting Actor.

His latest film “The Beloved,” 
recently debuted at the Cannes 
Film Festival, while Bardem is also 
making his mark on television in 
Apple TV’s adaptation of “Cape 
Fear,” in which he plays the feared 
Max Cady.      – AFP

US filmmaker and actor Sean Penn takes part in a master class during the 
17th edition of the Lumière Film Festival in Lyon, central eastern France on 
October 13, 2025.       – AFP 

PARIS – The Louvre museum 
is struggling to find funding to 
upgrade its ageing facilities, 
its new director said yesterday, 
following a litany of problems that 
included a brazen US$100-million 
jewellery heist.

“Despite its imposing majesty, 
despite the daily commitment of 
its staff, the Louvre is running out 
of steam,” Christophe Leribault 
told a Senate committee.

“Its equipment and infrastruc-
ture are reaching the end of their 
life cycle.”

Leribault, an art historian and 
museum director specialising in 
18th-century art, took the helm in 
February, after his predecessor 
stepped down following an 
embarrassing daylight theft of 
imperial jewels in October that 
laid bare severe security failings.

Home to iconic pieces of art 
including Leonardo da Vinci’s 
“Mona Lisa”, the Louvre is the 
world’s most visited museum, 
receiving around nine million 
visitors a year.

It is housed in a vast palace in 
central Paris on the banks of the 
Seine River, built over centuries 
by various French monarchs who 
at times used it as their official 
residence.

“Building-related emergencies 
are piling up, and we’re facing a 
wall in terms of investments,” 
Leribault said.

The museum had struggled 
with repeated strikes causing loss 
of revenue, a ticket fraud scheme 
that may have cost the museum 10 
million euros (US$11.7 million), a 
water leak, and other maintenance 
issues.              – Xinhua

New Asian pop and folk categories 
announced by music’s Grammy Awards

Spanish actor Javier Bardem leaves his mark 
on Hollywood Boulevard

Spanish actor Javier Bardem poses during his hand and footprint ceremony at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California, 
on Tuesday.            – AFP

Louvre museum ‘running out 
of steam’: new director

LOS ANGELES – Three-time 
Oscar winner Sean Penn is to 
direct a film centring on a police 
officer caught up in the January 
6, 2021 assault on the US Capitol 
by supporters of President 
Donald Trump, entertainment 
media reported on Tuesday.

The film, which Penn has also 
reportedly written, is expected 
to star Academy Award nominee 
Bradley Cooper in the role of the 
still unnamed officer, Deadline 
said.

Production is scheduled for 
next year, and is expected to be 
handled by Warner Bros., the 
studio behind the Oscar-winning 
“One Battle After Another,” for 
which Penn received his most 
recent golden statuette.

Representatives for the 
65-year-old actor-director did 
not immediately respond to AFP 
requests for comment.

The Capitol attack is a huge 
faultline in American public life, 
which came when thousands 
of Trump supporters stormed 
the building in a bid to stop 

the certification of Joe Biden’s 
presidential election victory.

Trump continues to deny that 
he lost the 2020 election, and 
has repeatedly called those who 
participated in the attack “patriots,” 
issuing pardons and commutations 
even to those who admitted 
assaulting police officers.

Penn, known for his left-
of-center politics and social 
activism, attended legislative 
hearings investigating the 
insurrection, where he was 
photographed sitting alongside 
officers who were caught up in 
the incident, including Michael 
Fanone and Daniel Hodges.

Fanone – a former Trump 
supporter – has spoken repeatedly 
about the trauma he experienced 
during the uprising, including in 
his 2022 memoir “Hold the Line: 
The Insurrection and One Cop’s 
Battle for America’s Soul.”

Warner Bros. is on the verge 
of being swallowed by Paramount 
Skydance, whose CEO David 
Ellison is the son of Trump ally 
Larry Ellison.  – AFP

Sean Penn to direct film 
on January 6 Capitol 

assault: US media

Paula Ramon
LOS ANGELES – Spanish 

star Javier Bardem made his 
mark in Hollywood on Tuesday, 
leaving his hand- and foot-prints 
in the cement outside the Chinese 
Theatre, alongside movie legends 
like Marilyn Monroe and Jack 
Nicholson.

“It feels very special to be given 
a space like this to immortalise your 
name,” Bardem, 57, told AFP.

The Oscar-winning actor said 
getting his hands and feet into the 
Chinese Theatre’s forecourt was “a 
humbling experience.”

“When I think about the names 
that have stood on this very spot, it’s 
hard for me to believe that it’s real,” 
he said during a ceremony thronged 
by fans on sunbaked Hollywood 
Boulevard.

The tradition, which began 
accidentally during the construction 
of the theatre, has preserved the 
imprints of more than 200 stars 
spanning nearly a century of cinema.

Directors Denis Villeneuve and 
Michael Mann introduced Bardem.

Villeneuve – whose “Dune: Part 
Three,” featuring the Spanish actor, 
premieres in December – praised 
Bardem’s chameleon-like ability to 
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Senegal’s forward Ibrahim Mbaye (right) scores his team’s first goal Senegal’s forward Ibrahim Mbaye (right) scores his team’s first goal 
during the 2026 World Cup Group I match against France at the New York/during the 2026 World Cup Group I match against France at the New York/

New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Tuesday. - AFPNew Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Tuesday. - AFP

France’s forward Kylian Mbappe shoots to score his team’s third goal France’s forward Kylian Mbappe shoots to score his team’s third goal 

during the 2026 World Cup Group I match against Senegal at the New during the 2026 World Cup Group I match against Senegal at the New 

York/New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Tuesday. - AFPYork/New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on Tuesday. - AFP

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (second from left) shoots and scores Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (second from left) shoots and scores 

his team’s second goal during the 2026 World Cup Group J match against his team’s second goal during the 2026 World Cup Group J match against 

Algeria at the Kansas City Stadium in Kansas City on Tuesday. - AFPAlgeria at the Kansas City Stadium in Kansas City on Tuesday. - AFP

Iran’s defender Ali Nemati (third from right) heads the ball and scores a goal Iran’s defender Ali Nemati (third from right) heads the ball and scores a goal 

which was later disallowed for offside during the 2026 World Cup Group G match which was later disallowed for offside during the 2026 World Cup Group G match 

against New Zealand at Los Angeles Stadium in Inglewood on Monday. - AFPagainst New Zealand at Los Angeles Stadium in Inglewood on Monday. - AFP

Austria’s midfielder Romano Schmid (left) shoots to score the opening goal Austria’s midfielder Romano Schmid (left) shoots to score the opening goal 
during the 2026 World Cup Group J match against Jordan at the San Francisco during the 2026 World Cup Group J match against Jordan at the San Francisco 

Bay Area Stadium in Santa Clara, California, on Tuesday. - AFPBay Area Stadium in Santa Clara, California, on Tuesday. - AFP

Erling Haaland (right) of Norway scores his team’s first goal during the FIFA Erling Haaland (right) of Norway scores his team’s first goal during the FIFA 
World Cup 2026 Group I match against Iraq at Boston Stadium on Tuesday in World Cup 2026 Group I match against Iraq at Boston Stadium on Tuesday in 

Foxborough, Massachusetts. - AFPFoxborough, Massachusetts. - AFP


