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Macau’s lIICF promotes infrastructure
connectivity with Portuguese- &

Tony Wong

After presiding over yesterday’s
opening ceremony of the 17% Inter-
national Infrastructure Investment
and Construction Forum & Exhibi-
tion (ITICF), Chief Executive Sam
Hou Fai had a meeting with around
50 guests and representatives from
various countries attending the
opening ceremony.

During the meeting, Sam said
that hosting the IIICF serves as a
key starting point for Macau to help
drive infrastructure connectivity
between China and Portuguese-
and Spanish-speaking countries,
according to a statement by the
Macau Government Information
Bureau (GCS) yesterday evening.

The three-day 17% IICF is
being held at The Venetian Macao’s
Cotai Expo. This year’s annual
forum started on Wednesday and is
scheduled to end today, but with its
opening ceremony held yesterday.

In addition to Sam, yesterday’s
opening ceremony was also attended
by other dignitaries including Central
People’s Government Liaison Office
in Macao Director Zheng Xincong,
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China urges immediate end to
military actions regarding Iran

Concerning the Iran situation,

ministry spokesperson yesterday said relevant parties should
immediately stop military actions and resume dialogue and

negotiations.
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Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (third from left) looks at a model during the 17" International Infrastructure Investment and
Construction Forum & Exhibition (IlICF) at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai Expo yesterday, accompanied by Central People’s
Government Liaison Office in Macao Director Zheng Xincong (second from left), Foreign Ministry Commissioner Bian Lixin (right),

and Secretary for Transport and Public Works Raymond Tam Vai Man (second from right).

Foreign Ministry Commissioner
Bian Lixin, and Macau Legislative
Assembly (AL) President André
Cheong Weng Chon.
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During yesterday morning’s
opening  ceremony,  Secretary
for Transport and Public Works
Raymond Tam Vai Man delivered a
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UK defence minister quits with
stinging rebuke of Starmer

British Defence Secretary John Healey sensationally
quit yesterday, accusing beleaguered Prime Minister Keir
Starmer and the finance ministry of failing to commit enough
money to protect the country.
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— Story on p. 11
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speech. In addition, Yuan Xiaoming,
an assistant minister of the Ministry
of Commerce (MOC), delivered a
speech via video link (more on p.3).
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Prevent Dengue and
Chikungunya

Install window and Lotk
door screens RERY 2T

to keep mosquitoes Hirn a8
out of your home

The annual forum has been jointly
organised by the China International
Contractors Association and the
Macau government’s Commerce
and Investment Promotion Institute
(IPIM). The IIICF was established in
2010 with the approval of the Ministry
of Commerce. After it was held in
Beijing in 2010 and 2011, the forum
has been held in Macau annually
since 2012. This year is the 15" time
that Macau has held the forum.

Continued on p.5
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Overseas vote pushes Fujimori
back into Peru election lead

Conservative Keiko Fujimori retook the lead over her
leftist rival in Peru’s drawn-out presidential election count
late Wednesday (local time), but with 98 percent of centres
reporting, the race remained too close to call. —Story on p. 12
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Escola Portuguesa raises money for MASDAW during
’Preventlon of Cruelty to Animals Month’

This undated photo taken last month at Escola Portuguesa de Macau (EPM) in
central district shows 7" grade students of classes A, B and C posing with their
teachers Alexandra Pozal (left), Cristina Street, (second from left) and Macau
Association for Stray Dogs and Animal Welfare (MASDAW) President Fatima Galvao
(front, centre) holding Macau ex-street dog Coffee, the star of the day!

- Photo provided by Fatima Galvao

Gongbei Customs seizes
2.77 grams of ice

Armindo Neves

Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs
announced in a statement
yesterday that its officers at
Jiuzhou Port (checkpoint) seized
2.77 grams of Methamphetamine,
aka meth or ice, on Sunday.

According to the statement,
on that day, customs officers
inspected the luggage of a
passenger who had entered via the
“green channel” at the checkpoint.

Customs officers noticed that
the passenger was visibly nervous
during the inspection.

Upon further examination, the
statement said, customs officers
found two plastic bags wrapped in
black tape inside the passenger’s
backpack. Both bags were found to
contain a white crystalline powder,

according to the statement.

The powder was later confirmed
to be methamphetamine, with a net
weight of 2.77 grammes.

Gongbei Customs reminded
the public that, according to
various laws and regulations
such as the Criminal Law of the
People’s Republic of China and
the Anti-Drug Law of the People’s
Republic of China, drugs refer to
opium, heroin, methamphetamine,
morphine, cannabis, cocaine, and
other narcotic and psychotropic
substances controlled by the
state that can lead to addiction.
Smuggling or transporting drugs,
regardless of the quantity, is
subject to criminal liability and
will be penalised accordingly, the
statement warned. ®

The undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai Gongbei Customs yesterday shows
2.77 grams of ice seized by its officers at Jiuzhou Port (checkpoint) on Sunday.
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Macau Weather

MAINLY CLOUDY.

AFEW SHOWERS.
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Lesley Wells

In a message to this reporter
on social media this week, Fatima
Galvao, president of the Macau
Association for Stray Dogs and
Animal  Welfare (MASDAW),
wrote about how students from
Escola Portuguesa de Macau (EPM
— Macau’s Portuguese School)
organised a raft of activities to
raise money for her charity and
awareness throughout its campus
about protecting and respecting all
living creatures and our planet.

Galvao said that as the
students are aware of the work that
MASDAW has been doing for the
last 14 years to protect and save
Macau’s street animals and the
struggles the association has gone
through, and still is going through,
over the years due to lack of space,
financial difficulties and low
adoption rates, they decided to start
a fund-raising campaign.

Galvao wrote that “April is
globally recognised as “Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Month”, with
orange as the official campaign
colour.” Throughout the month
everyone is encouraged to join the
“Go Orange for Animals” drive by
wearing or displaying orange as a

symbol of awareness of the fight
against abuse, and the defence of
animal rights.

Galvaowenton to say thatanimal
protection associations worldwide
promote the initiative by letting
people know about the importance
of reporting neglect, advocating for
humane treatment, and encouraging
anyone considering getting a pet of
any type to adopt and not shop.

“In Macau, the 7" Grade students
of classes A, B and C at EPM,
within the framework of a DAC
(Domains of Curricular Autonomy)
project led by teachers Cristina
Street and Alexandra Domingues,
and involving the subjects of
Portuguese/PLNM [Portuguese as a
Second Language], English and ICT
(Information and Communication
Technology), organised a variety
of activities and materials to raise
awareness among the entire school
community about our responsibility
to protect and respect not only other
species, but also nature and planet
Earth”, Galvao said.

The students decided that they
would sell raffle tickets to raise money
for MASDAW and the draw took
place on June 5, which was attended
by three members of MASDAW,

Galvdo  (President),  Alexandra
Ferreira (co-founder), and “Coffee,
an ll-year-old dog born in Coloane
— a true Macau dog — who delighted
all the students with her calmness and
sweetness,” Galvao said.

Galvao said that the total amount
raised was 4,000 patacas which
helped enormously towards the
purchase of 5/1 vaccines®, essential
to keep all dogs healthy and protected
against contagious diseases.

Galvdo  added  that the
“MASDAW team left the Escola
Portuguesa de Macau with full
hearts, grateful and hopeful that
this inspiring example will be
followed by many other educational
institutions in Macau. For only
through raising awareness among
today’s children and young people
can we build a more compassionate
and respectful world for all living
beings tomorrow”. B

* The 5 In 1 Vaccine for
dogs offers protection against
five diseases. These include
Distemper, Hepatitis, Parvovirus,
Parainfluenza, and Leptospirosis.
The vaccine simplifies the process
of safeguarding a dogs health. It
minimises the number of injections
needed. https.://trusteddogstuff.com

Lou Hau-MTel cooperation deal aims
to cultivate local talent in Al

Armindo Neves

Lou Hau High School* hosted
a signing ceremony with Macau-
based MTel Telecommunication
Company Limited on its campus
yesterday to cultivate local talent
in the field of artificial intelligence
(AI) and digital information.

Zheng Jiezhao, principal of the
school and chairman of Chinese
Educators Association, said in his
speech during the ceremony that
the cooperation agreement marks
an important step forward for the
school in technology education and
industry-academia collaboration.

Zheng also said that MTel has
extensive experience in areas such
as network infrastructure and data
security, adding that the partnership
will provide students in the Al
class with “genuine internship
opportunities”, allowing them
to engage in “real work” at the
company, evaluate what they have
learnt, and develop their skills.

He expressed hope that the stu-
dents would treasure the opportunity,
adhere to company regulations. He
also said that his school was look-
ing forward to deepening coop-
eration in areas such as curriculum
co-development, teacher training,
and project-based research. The
ultimate goal is to jointly cultivate
technology professionals with prac-
tical abilities, an innovative spirit,
and a sense of commitment to their
family and country.

MTel Chairman and CEO
Michael Choi Tak Meng said in a
speech he hoped the partnership
would build a bridge for students

Lou Hau High School Principal Zheng Juezhao speaks to reporters on the sidelines

of yesterday’s signing ceremony.

to connect theory with practice,
adding that the training programme
provides eight hours of real on-the-
job training, helping to cultivate
talent in Al and information
management.

He emphasised that talent is
the driving force behind industrial
development, and that MTel would
fully implement the terms of the
cooperation to supply new, skilled
talent to Macau’s technology sector.

Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of the ceremony, Zheng
noted that the first phase of the
training will take place during the
summer holidays, with a total of
40 students joining internships,
completing a total of 400 internship
hours over three years.

Zheng said thathe hoped that Lou
Hau High School will collaborate
further with IT companies such as
MTel to give students experience

- Photo: Armindo Neves

in real workplace roles. Zheng also
said that his school has already
rolled out Al and programming
courses across all grades, and is
building a smart campus to increase
students’ exposure to cutting-edge
technology. m

* “Lou Hau” is the Cantonese
Romanisation of the Chinese
characters 5581, which literally
translates to “Labour School” or
“Workers’ School.” The school
was founded in 1950 by the Macau
Federation of Trade Unions, aka
Gung Luen. Its official name for
seven decades was the Workers’
Children High School. In 2020,
the school officially changed its
name to Lou Hau High School (55
K E), turning the long-standing
informal name into its official title.
Irrespective of its name, it also
offers kindergarten, primary, and
secondary education. — Gemini
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Govt pushes forward 4 flagship
infrastructure projects: Tam

P9 - MACAO, C

Ida Cheong

Secretary for Transport and
Public Works Raymond Tam Vai
Man said in a speech yesterday
that Macau is making every effort
to advance the local government’s
“1+4” strategy* for appropriate
economic  diversification, and
accelerating the development of
four flagship infrastructure projects:
the Macao-Hengqin International
Education (University) Town, the

Macao International Integrated
Tourism and Cultural Zone, the
Macao International ~ Airport

Transport Hub on the West Bank
of the Pearl River Estuary, and the
Macao Sci-Tech Park.

Meanwhile, Macau will also
continue to deepen its integrated
cooperation with the Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone
in Henggin and the Guangdong
Hong Kong Macao Greater
Bay Area (GBA), enriching the
development blueprint of the 11-city
area, Tam said.

Secretary for Transport and Public Works Raymond Tam Vai Man addresses “The
17" International Infrastructure Investment and Construction Forum & Exhibition”
(lICF) opening ceremony at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai Expo yesterday.

- Photo: Ida Cheong

China remains committed to
high-level opening up, acting as a
global connectivity builder and a
defender of global industrial chains,
Yuan said. Leveraging the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), China

tions for the sustained advancement
of global infrastructure connectiv-
ity, Tam said.

Tam added that the forum has
developed into Macau’s annual
industry event with the highest

Tam delivered his speech at standards, the largest scale, and supports domestic  enterprises
the opening ceremony for “The the greatest influence in the field of in participating in international
17" International Infrastructure global infrastructure cooperation. infrastructure  and  connectivity

Investment and Construction Forum worth
& Exhibition” (IIICF), which was
held at The Venetian Macao’s Cotai
Expo yesterday morning.

This year’s three-day forum,
themed “Boosting Green Digital
Infrastructure Connectivity”, focuses
on the latest applications and prac-
tices of green and digital-intelligent
technologies in the infrastructure
sector, aiming to further consolidate
consensus within the international
infrastructure sector on win-win
cooperation and provide new solu-

Newly signed deals
US$178.8 billion in 2025

In a video address, the Central
People’s Government’s Assistant
Minister of Commerce Yuan
Xiaoming pointed out that the
Chinese  mainland’s  overseas
projects’ contracting performance
in 2025 reached a record high,
with newly signed contracts worth
US$178.8 billion. Among these,
contracts signed in Belt and Road
(B&R) partner countries accounted
for 89.2 percent of the total, he said.

cooperation, Yuan added. m

*The local ~ governments
“I1+4” strategy aims to reinforce
Macau’s  function as a global
hub for integrated tourism and
leisure activities, officially known
as the World Centre of Tourism
and Leisure, while facilitating
the development of four nascent
industries: big health; modern
financial  services; high-tech;
conventions, exhibitions and sports
as well as commercial and trade
industries. — MPD

Air Macau to resume Manila route
next month
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Air Macau and other representatives pose holding a banner announcing the resumption of the local flag carrier’s Macau-Manila
route from July 2, in Manila on Wednesday. - Photo: Air Macau

Armindo Neves

Air Macau said in a statement
yesterday that it will resume flights
to and from Manila on July 2.

According to the statement,
the relaunch of the Macau-Manila
route aims to meet the travel needs
of Macau residents for tourism,
business and family visits, further
expand international travel
options, and attract more foreign
visitors to Macau.

During the initial phase after
the resumption of the route, return
flights are scheduled to operate five

times per week, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday, and Sunday.
Regarding the specific flight
times: Flight NX952 from Macau
to Manila departs at 11:20 a.m.
and arrives in Manila at 2:10 p.m.;
Flight NX951 from Manila to
Macau departs at 3:10 p.m. and
arrives in Macau at 5:40 p.m.

operate the Macau—Fukuoka route
from July 1 to August 31. Air
Macau suspended the route after
the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Three flights per week will be
scheduled on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. Regarding the specific
flight times: Flight NX818 from
Macau to Fukuoka departs at
08:40 a.m. and arrives at 1 p.m.
local time; Flight NX817 from
Fukuoka to Macau departs at
2 p.m. local time and arrives in
Macau at 4:25 p.m. B

Macau-Fukuoka route
summer relaunch
Meanwhile, in order to cater
to the summer tourism peak from
July to August, Air Macau will

The Macau Post Daily
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61-year-old becomes
Macau'’s 9*" Legionnaires’
disease patient this year

Ida Cheong

A 6l-year-old local male,
with a history of chronic illness,
who was in stable condition
yesterday, has tested positive for
Legionnaires’ disease, the Health
Bureau (SSM) announced in a
statement last night.

The statement did not mention
how many cases of Legionnaires’
disease Macau have so far been
recorded this year.

Before the case was
announced yesterday, the
Health Bureau had previously
announced eight cases of
Legionnaires’ disease this year.
This indicates that Macau has so
far recorded nine cases this year.

The statement noted that the
patient is in stable condition and
remains hospitalised at the public
Conde de Sao Januario Hospital
Centre (CHCS)).

According to the statement,
the patient travelled to the
Chinese mainland to wvisit
relatives from May 27 to June 4.
After returning to Macau, he
developed a fever and joint pain
on Monday and sought medical
attention at CHCSJ, where he
was admitted for treatment. A
chest X ray on Tuesday revealed
bilateral pneumonia, and a
respiratory sample tested positive
for Legionella pneumophila*
on Wednesday, resulting in
a diagnosis of Legionnaires’
disease.

As of yesterday, his travel
companions were asymptomatic.

The Health Bureau will
dispatch officials to collect
environmental samples from the
patient’s home and surrounding
areas, aiming to further identify

the source of infection. It will also
implement targeted improvement
measures based on the findings,
the statement said.

The statement noted that
people can be infected with
Legionnaires’  disease  after
inhaling mist contaminated with
Legionella bacteria released by
artificial water systems such as
central air-conditioning systems’

cooling towers, jacuzzis,
fountains, and household
respiratory medical devices.

The statement underlined

that people normally will not be
infected with the disease after
drinking water contaminated
with the bacteria.

The statement noted that
while anyone may develop
Legionnaires’ disease, certain
groups of individuals are more
susceptible to the disease,
including males, senior citizens,
smokers, alcoholics, and those
with weakened immune systems,
particularly those with chronic
illnesses, such as cancer, diabetes,
chronic lung or kidney diseases,
and those taking steroids or drugs
that suppress body immunity.

The statement noted that
antibiotics are effective in
treating Legionnaires’ disease
provided that they are taken early
after the onset of the illness. B

*Legionella pneumophila is a
type of bacteria that can cause a
serious lung infection known as
Legionnaires’ disease. People
usually catch it by breathing in
tiny water droplets (mist) from
contaminated sources like hot
tubs, air conditioning systems,
or plumbing, not from person-to-
person contact. — DeepSeek
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Sands China honours over 4,000 lo

Rui Pastorin

Integrated resort operator Sands China
held several long-service ceremonies last
month, with the events honouring over 4,000
staff who celebrated their 10®, 15 and 20"
year anniversaries of service.

The company highlighted the
achievements and celebrations in a statement
on Monday.

The statement said that this year, around
1,300 staff are reaching 20 years of service,
while around 1,700 and nearly 1,100 team
members are hitting their 15-year and 10-year
service milestones, respectively. Trophies,
certificates, celebratory set meals, and special
gifts were presented to the staff during the
recent events.

The statement quoted Sands China
Executive Vice Chairman Wilfred Wong
Ying-wai as saying: “Sands China has been
committed to Macau’s development for over
two decades. From an initial workforce of
4,600 team members, we have now developed
into a family of over 28,000 staff, with
more than half having served for 10 years
or more. Looking back at the early stages
of Cotai’s development, we have driven the

Your trusted source for real news FRIDAY June 12,2026
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service anniversaries.

establishment of many landmark projects, and
carved out the world-class, diverse integrated
tourism and leisure businesses we operate
today. All the achievements the company
has made are attributed to the unwavering
dedication of our team members”.

Sands China Chief Executive Officer and
Executive Director Grant Chum Kwan Lock
was quoted by the statement as saying: “The
company has been undergoing a remarkable

SJM, Vivienne Westwood to launch
digital competition for students

Khalel Vallo

Local university students will have
the chance to gain international fashion
industry exposure and attend Paris Fashion
Week through a new digital marketing
competition jointly launched by SIM
Resorts and Vivienne Westwood*, SIM said
in a statement on Tuesday.

According to the statement, “The Content
Atelier & Digital Campaign Competition”
aims to nurture young creative talent
by providing a platform for students to
demonstrate their digital marketing and
content creation skills.

The competition is open to undergraduate
and postgraduate students aged 18 or above,
the statement said, adding that participants
must visit the “Vivienne Westwood &
Jewellery” Exhibition 2026 Macau at Cotai’s
Grand Lisboa Palace Resort Macau in person
and create original content for submission.

The statement noted that two competition
categories are available — Category A requires
participants to produce a short video of up
to 30 seconds, accompanied by a caption of
no more than 100 words, while Category B
focuses on photography, allowing up to 20
photos with a caption of the same length.

The winner’s prize in the short video
category includes round-trip flights from
Hong Kong to Paris and a front-row VIP
seat at the “Andreas Kronthaler for Vivienne
Westwood SS27 Fashion Show” scheduled
for October, the statement said, while the
winner of the photography category will
receive HK$10,000 in Vivienne Westwood
store credit.

Moreover, additional outstanding partici-
pants will receive an afternoon tea experience
at Vivienne Westwood Café¢ (Hong Kong &
Macau) at Grand Lisboa Palace, as well as in-
duction into the “Hong Kong & Macau Emerg-
ing Creative Talent Network”, which offers
priority consideration for future collaborations
and regional events, the statement said.

SIM said in the statement that the
competition supports Macau’s  “1+4”
economic  diversification  strategy by
promoting cultural tourism development and
youth engagement, adding that the initiative

This poster provided by SJM Resorts on Tuesday

promotes the ongoing Vivienne Westwood & Jewellery

exhibition at Grand Lisboa Palace (GLP) in Cotai.

also seeks to transform the ongoing Vivienne
Westwood exhibition into a practical
educational platform where students can
develop creative and marketing skills.

Entries will be assessed by a judging
panel based on originality, brand relevance
and social media engagement potential, the
statement said, adding that participating
social media accounts must remain public
and accessible until at least July 6. The
submission deadline is June 28, while the
winners will be announced on July 6.

Local students can register and submit
entries through https://docs.qq.com/form/
page/DTEFxd2hkSWtaZmZG while  stu-
dents from the Chinese mainland can regis-
ter through https://docs.qq.com/form/page/
DTEFxd2hkSWtaZmZG.

* Dame Vivienne Westwood (1941-2022)
was a revolutionary British fashion designer and
businesswoman, widely credited as the architect
of the punk fashion movement. She spent decades
challenging the conventions of the fashion
industry, using her designs as a canvas for
political and environmental activism. — Gemini

This photo provided by Sands China earlier this week shows a ceremony hosted on May 25 at The Londoner Macao to celebrate their staff members’ 20-year

SIS N

growth, with the annual visitation across
our properties surging from over 70 million
a decade ago to nearly 100 million in 2025.
This achievement is the result of the long-term
dedication, professionalism and collaborative
spirit of our team members. I would like to
extend my heartfelt appreciation to all team
members for their contributions”, pledging
commitment to the company’s “people-
centred philosophy”.

ng-service staff

The statement noted that the company is
Macau’s largest private employer, noting that
nearly 15,000 staff have served Sands China
for 10 years or more by 2026, more than
over 50 percent of the company’s current
workforce. The statement also highlighted:
“The percentage of local residents among
the company’s management roles has soared
from 20 percent in 2004 to now around
91 percent”.

MGM launches month-long Macanese
cuisine programme with Chef Neta

Khalel Vallo

Integrated resort operator MGM said
in a statement on Monday that it has
partnered with Macanese chef Antonieta
Fernandes Manhdo, aka Chef Neta, to
launch a month-long culinary programme
celebrating Macau’s Macanese food
heritage, featuring traditional dishes,
cultural activities and an award-winning
cookbook.

Titled “Casa to MGM: A Celebration
of Macanese Cuisine”, the programme
was launched last Saturday at MGM
MACAU’s Rossio restaurant in Nape,
the statement said.

Customarily, the term “Macanese”
denotes  Macau’s community  of
Portuguese and Asian extraction, as well
as their customs, cuisine and diaspora.

Running through July 5, the initiative is
organised in collaboration with Chef Neta
and the Association of Macao Fine Cuisine
and Culture, the statement noted, adding
that the programme centres on a limited-
time menu titled A Living Table of Macau,
inspired by recipes featured in Chef Neta’s
award-winning cookbook Receita di Casa
— Homemade Macanese Cuisine.

The menu showcases traditional

Macanese dishes including Macanese

", 1 D &

prawn lacassd, mixed minchi, shrimp
with white radish curry, and pork ribs
with balichdo and tamarind, the statement

highlighted.
Hosted at Rossio within MGM
Macau’s Grande Praga, the dining

experience aims to highlight the cultural
influences that shaped Macanese cuisine,
often described as a fusion of Chinese
and Portuguese culinary traditions, the
statement noted, adding that in order to
mark the launch, MGM organised the
“Heritage Encounter with Chef Neta”
event last weekend.

The statement pointed out that Chef
Neta’s cookbook gained international rec-
ognition at the Gourmand World Cook-
book Awards 2025 in Saudi Arabia, receiv-
ing awards for Best Trilingual Cookbook
and Best Portuguese Cookbook.

In addition, the statement noted
that Macanese cuisine is recognised
by UNESCO as one the world’s oldest
fusion cuisines. It is also listed as part of
Macau’s intangible cultural heritage.

The programme forms part of MGM’s
efforts to promote Macau’s culinary
identity and reinforce the city’s status as a
UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy,
the statement added.
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This undated photo provided by integrated resort operator MGM on Monday shows its Rossio

restaurant at MGM MACAU in Nape.
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Philippine Consulate-General celebrates Independence Day

Rui Pastorin

The Philippine Consulate General in
Macau yesterday commemorated the 128
Anniversary of the Proclamation of Philippine
Independence at Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau,
spotlighting various Filipino delicacies while
many donned traditional garb.

Thisyearthemed “Kalayaan, Kinabukasan,
Kasaysayan”, or “Freedom, Future, and
History” and commemorating the event a
day earlier, Philippines’ Independence Day
(“Araw ng Kalayaan”) is annually celebrated
on June 12 the declaration of independence
from Spain in 1898.

The celebration saw various attendees,
among which were other consular
representatives in Macau, as well as members
of Macau’s Southeast Asian community.

In her speech, Consul General Edna May
G. Lazaro pointed out that as of late last year,
there were close to 32,000 Filipino non-
resident workers in Macau, making up 17
percent of the total non-resident workforce.
“These dedicated individuals, from our
highly skilled professionals in the hospitality,

corporate, and creative sectors, to our resilient
household service workers, serve as vital
economic and social pillars. They do more
than just work. They enrich the cultural fabric
and daily life of Macau with their warmth
and caring nature, ingenuity, and world-class
work ethic”, Lazaro said.

Meanwhile, aside from highlighting their
support, efforts and commitments to and
for the local government, Lazaro also noted
that they were grateful for their support,
particularly from the Macau Government
Tourism Office (MGTO) and the Commerce
and Investment Promotion Institute (IPIM)
for “consistently and generously embedding
the Philippines into Macau’s premier events”.

She added that through their support,
the Philippines achieved stellar milestones
this past year, with participation during 13®
Macau International Travel Industry Expo
(MITE) and the Macau International Cities of
Gastronomy Festival, as examples.

Speaking with the Post yesterday, Lazaro
said that the event is a celebration that remains
a highlight in their arranged activities.

On the significance of commemorating
the anniversary of Philippine independence,
she noted: “We try to remember and honour
that because without our forebearers fighting
for our freedom, we will not be enjoying the
freedoms that we enjoy today”.

It remains important, even to Filipinos
outside of the Philippines, while friends
from the international community also
commemorate its importance, the Philippines’
top official posted to Macau said.

Meanwhile, in terms of hosting more
arts and culture workshops for the youth,
Lazaro told the Post that following a recent
one on the ancient, pre-colonial Philippine
script Baybayin, they are planning a walking
activity set to take place between October
and November that will retrace the steps of
national hero José Rizal (1861-1896), who
had visited Macau and Hong Kong in 1888.

Undergoing continuous research, Lazaro
said that they hope to introduce the places
he visited to youngsters, hoping to remind
them that relations between Macau and the
Philippines “go a long way back”. m
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Philippine Consul General Edna May G. Lazaro
poses during yesterday’s 128" Anniversary of the
Proclamation of Philippine Independence reception
at Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau. — Photo: Rui Pastorin

Hotelier Rutger Verschuren upbeat Macau’s llICF promotes infrastructure
about summer hotel occupancy

Rui Pastorin

Despite a slow and slightly disappointing
June in terms of hotel occupancy, there are
positive expectations for the second half of
July and most of August, according to Macau
Hotel Association Vice Chairman Rutger
Verschuren.

Verschuren spoke with reporters on
the sidelines of yesterday’s celebration at
Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau for Philippines’
Independence Day.

June is normally “a bit of a slow month”
with not much travel due to factors like schools
nearing the end of their academic year and
this year the FIFA World Cup. July, however,
is set for “a good pick up”, especially in the
second half, altogether looking at a positive
growth for the whole year, Verschuren
highlighted.

Overall, Verschuren noted that everyone
is “quite satisfied” despite it being a slow
month. With July and August coming, he said:
“I think we will see a growth in terms of room
nights compared to last year”, while adding
that he thinks the average room rate will stay
below last year’s. “It’s very competitive,
which is good for driving volume. But of
course, with the increased cost for the hotel
operations, it is quite challenging”.

In terms of Macau’s international
travellers, while many primarily think of
long-haul destinations, it also encapsulates
places in Asia such as Malaysia, Singapore,
and Thailand, seeing “quite a reasonable
business”, he told the Post.

Verschuren  particularly  highlighted
South Korea, which has been “very good for
Macau”, with visitors staying for about two to
three nights.

According to a statement by the Statistics
and Census Bureau (DSEC) last month, during
the first four months of 2026, visitors’ average
length of stay was one day, while overnight
tourists stood at over two days. Foreign visitor
arrivals in April totalled 254,136, up 10.5
percent, led by tourists from the Philippines
(51,544), South Korea (40,603), and Thailand
(29,008).

However, the summer time is a low season
in terms of visitation from South Korea,
predicting that arrivals from the country will
slow down during this period as they prefer to
take a longer break with family, Verschuren
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Macau Hotel Association Vice Chairman Rutger
Verschuren poses at Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau’s
ballroom after yesterday’s interview.

- Photo: Rui Pastorin

said, noting that they opt for destinations that
are a bit further or more exotic.

But in terms of Macau’s Southeast
Asian and Northeast Asian source markets,
Verschuren said that, in general, they will
continue to grow, citing the high ticket prices
for long-haul travel along with a limited,
though increasing, selection of flights. And
with the ongoing conflict between Iran and
the US, travellers are being careful about
booking long-distance flights.

“So, for the Europeans, I think it will still
be small. We cannot expect a lot of business
in Macau [from European visitor arrivals].
But for [for visitors from] the Asian countries
coming to Macau overall, I think it’s still
working positively. For those who usually
want to travel far, they may consider staying
a bit closer”, perhaps visiting both Macau
and Hong Kong or the rest of the Greater
Bay Area (GBA). He noted that there is an
increasing number of visitors to Macau who
also explore the GBA, along with those who
put Shanghai or Beijing in the same itinerary
when travelling to Macau. m

connectivity with Portuguese- &
Spanish-speaking nations: Sam

Continued from p.1

Last year, the forum was elevated to one
also including an exhibition. Previously,
the forum was known as International
Infrastructure Investment and Construction
Forum.

During yesterday’s meeting, according
to the GCS statement, Sam underlined his
government’s commitment to ensuring the
effective implementation of Macau’s 3%
Five-Year Plan in close alignment with
the nation’s 15" Five-Year Plan. With the
aim of making greater contributions to the
high-quality development of the nation’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), Sam said,
Macau will continue to fully leverage its
unique advantage as a “precise liaison”
between China and Portuguese-speaking
countries, creating a practical and efficient
platform to deepen economic, trade, and
infrastructure  investment cooperation
between the two sides.

Zheng, Bian, Cheong, and Tam also
attended the meeting.

Sam pointed out that this year marks the
15" anniversary of the IIICF being hosted in
Macau. Over the years since the forum was
launched in Macau, Sam said, the city has
consistently performed its role as a “precise
liaison”, continuously refining cooperation
mechanisms and upgrading its professional
service standards. Consequently, the
forum has become a practical and efficient
platform for strengthening cooperation
among all participating parties, he said.

According to the statement, Sam
said that the local government remains
committed to further improving multilateral
and bilateral cooperation mechanisms
and the alignment of technical standards,
through multi-dimensional connectivity
between policy coordination, infrastructure
connectivity, economic and trade synergies,
cultural exchanges, and technological
empowerment, while steadily expanding
sustainable and diversified investment and
financing channels.

Sam noted that President Xi Jinping has
repeatedly emphasised that connectivity is
the core key to the joint development of

the BRI, with infrastructure serving as its
fundamental cornerstone. Sam said that
hosting the IIICF serves as a key starting
point for Macau to engage in the high-
quality development of the BRI and to help
drive infrastructure connectivity between
China and Portuguese- and Spanish-
speaking countries.

As the forum’s professional standing
and recognition have grown, Sam said,
its international influence has steadily
expanded. Over the past 15 years, the event
has attracted more than 30,000 attendees,
including around 700 ministerial-level
officials, and facilitated the signing of
contracts for 250 infrastructure cooperation
projects worth over US$120 billion, Sam
noted, adding that these achievements have
delivered fruitful results for the BRI under
the principle of extensive consultation,
joint contribution, and shared benefits.

According to the statement, Sam
recalled that in April this year, he led
a business delegation to Portugal and
Spain. The visit encouraged infrastructure
enterprises from Macau, the Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation Zone in
Hengqin, the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA), and
various other areas in the Chinese mainland
to jointly expand into wider global markets,
showcasing the international influence of
the “China Construction” brand, he said.

Looking ahead, Sam said, Macau will
pursue more pragmatic infrastructure
cooperation with a wider range of countries
and regions along the Belt and Road.

Sam also said that for the first time,
this year’s forum has organised a site
visit to Hengqin for foreign dignitaries
and guests, allowing them to experience
first-hand the new space for integrated
development generated by infrastructure
connectivity and the alignment of rules
and mechanisms between Macau and
Hengqin, thereby fostering a deeper
exploration of business opportunities
and enabling all parties to better grasp
the opportunities offered by the Macau-
Hengqin integrated development. m
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From roadside stalls to ‘world’s supermarket’, Yiwu charts
China’s path of county-level development

HANGZHOU - Before the opening
whistle of the 2026 FIFA World Cup in
Mexico City yesterday, Yiwu has already
made its move.

In this inland city, known as the “world’s
supermarket” in east China’s Zhejiang
Province, factories and traders have done
their homework. They designed fan jerseys,
filed patent applications, locked in production
capacity and took orders for horns, flags and
other football merchandise well in advance.

To many outside China, Yiwu is known as
the place where the world buys small goods.
In 2025, the city’s foreign trade value hit 836.5
billion yuan, and its export value ranked first
among Chinese county-level regions.

Yet, to President Xi Jinping, who studied
the city closely while working in Zhejiang,
Yiwu has long carried a deeper meaning: a
model of blazing a development path suited
to local conditions.

That meaning was underscored again in
April, when Xi urged efforts to further review
and apply Yiwu’s development experience.
In an instruction, he said Yiwu’s small-
commodities trade has carved out a massive
market and grown into a major industry,
forming a successful example of developing
county-level economies in line with local
conditions.

Yiwu had few obvious advantages in its
early days. It is not coastal, not on a border
and not blessed with rich natural resources.
Its commercial life began with peddlers who
traded sugar for chicken feathers for use as
fertilizer, and with roadside stalls that slowly
grew into a vast marketplace.

Over several decades, this once obscure
county-level city in central Zhejiang has
built trade networks spanning more than 230
countries and regions.

Xi visited Yiwu in late 2002 shortly
after he became Zhejiang’s Party chief. It
was the first county-level city he inspected
while working in the province. In the course
of the following three years, he made seven
inspection trips there, gathered views on the
city from officials at various levels, and came
to see Yiwu’s experience as sound, credible
and instructive for county-level and regional
development across the province.

World Cup as early as last year, with products being shipped to markets around the world.

What drew his attention was not simply
that Yiwu had become prosperous. It was the
way it had done so.

The city did not follow a ready-made
formula, nor did it try to copy places with
very different advantages. Instead, it built
on what local people had long known how
to do: conducting trade, building markets,
connecting buyers and sellers, and responding
quickly to shifting demand.

In 2006, Xi hailed Yiwu’s rise, saying it
had “turned stone into gold.”

Yet, he was careful about how that
experience should be understood. When a
research report on Yiwu’s development was
being prepared, Xi weighed the wording
closely, moving from “Yiwu pattern” to
“Yiwu experience” and finally to “Yiwu
development experience.”

The distinction was not merely semantic.
A former colleague later recalled that Xi had
insisted on “experience” rather than “pattern,”
noting that a “pattern” could imply something
fixed, while reform and innovation had no
end point. It is in this sense that Yiwu matters
beyond its trading floors.

_

A vendor displays World Cup-themed merchandise at the Yiwu International Trade Market in Yiwu, Zhejiang
Province, May 15. As the 2026 FIFA World Cup started in Mexico City yesterday, World Cup-themed
merchandise produced in Yiwu is in high demand. Yiwu is famous for small commodities manufacturing.
According to local sources, most manufacturers began taking and producing orders related to the 2026

- Xinhua

Zhang Jiying, who owns an umbrella brand
called Real Star in the Yiwu International
Trade Market, started her business in 1997
with a stall of barely one square meter. Today,
her customers span more than 170 countries
and regions, and new products appear in her
shop almost every week.

After Yiwu launched digital tools including
the Chinagoods Al services platform in 2023,
Zhang began using large language models to
generate product videos in multiple languages,
helping her reach more overseas buyers.

Stories like Zhang’s show the strength of
a market that has grown from the ground up.
But Yiwu’s rise also revealed the next test for
governance: market energy could carry a city
far, yet it still needed rules and services that
could keep pace with its growth.

By the mid-2000s, Yiwu was outgrowing
its administrative framework. Its economy,
market reach and international links had
expanded far beyond those of an ordinary
county-level city, while services regarding
customs, inspection, foreign exchange,
taxation and financing still lagged behind
its needs.

Xi captured the mismatch with a vivid
metaphor: a fast-growing child needed a
larger piece of clothing.

In 2006, Zhejiang launched a reform
initiative to expand Yiwu’s economic and
social management mandate. In the years that
followed, Yiwu took on a series of national
pilot programs, including comprehensive
reforms in international trade, and free trade
zone development.

A landmark outcome has been the
streamlining of export procedures for small
commodities. As dozens of different goods
are often put into a single container, customs
clearance used to be complicated and a real
headache. The streamlined procedure only
takes a few clicks in several minutes, and the
measure has been replicated in 39 markets
across China.

When Xi returned to the Yiwu
International Trade Market in 2023 as China’s
top leader, he revealed the essence of the
“Yiwu development experience” — the ability
to “create something out of nothing.”

Zhang Jiying’s shop was among those Xi
had visited during his inspection tour, and she
showed her umbrellas to him. Xi told Zhang
and other shop owners that it was great for
Yiwu to have made such achievements, and
everyone was a participant, a builder and a
contributor.

“His words gave all of wus great
encouragement,” Zhang recalled, adding that
she would keep building her business around
quality and innovation, selling better products
to wider global markets.

Yiwu’s experience has gained renewed
relevance as China looks to build stronger
county-level economies with distinctive
strengths, and the Communist Party of China
requires all of its members to establish and
practice a correct understanding of what it
means to perform well.

The World Cup jerseys, horns and flags
now leaving Yiwu are only the latest goods to
carry the city’s name into the world. Behind
them is a longer story of a place that has found
what it can do best based on local conditions,
while the government acts swiftly to create an
enabling environment.

— Xinhua

Experts highlight Al’s role in boosting appeal of Chinese civilization

Analysis

BEIJING — Experts have called for the
wise use of artificial intelligence (Al) to
expand the reach and boost the appeal of
Chinese civilization during a one-day forum
held in Beijing.

The First Forum on the Communication
Power and Influence of Chinese Civilization
took place on Wednesday, coinciding with
the International Day for Dialogue among
Civilizations.

Hosted by the International Institute of
Chinese Studies of Beijing Foreign Studies
University (IICS-BFSU), the inaugural
forum served as a platform for experts
to share their views on the international
communication of Chinese civilization and
to explore a new path for fostering cultural
exchanges.

The rise of Al has become a new variable
in the research and promotion of Chinese
civilization and is profoundly reshaping the
landscape of exchanges among the world’s
civilizations, said Niu Xiping, vice president
of the International Confucian Association,
at the forum’s opening ceremony.

“Al can help us break through the major
barriers of language and culture, allowing
the core value of Chinese civilization to
be known globally in a swift manner,” Niu
noted, describing it as “an unprecedented
opportunity” for Chinese civilization.

The application of Al to cultural
promotion efforts in Dunhuang, a key hub
on the ancient Silk Road in Gansu Province,
northwest China, illustrates the scholar’s
viewpoint.

In recent years, the Dunhuang Academy
has been committed to developing the
“Digital Library Cave,” an online platform
for the global public to digitally explore
the cultural relics of the Library Cave in
the Mogao Grottoes, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in the historic city.

Powered by cutting-edge Al tools, the
platform allows users to seamlessly translate
classical texts into multiple languages with
one click and instantly ask an Al assistant
for clarification, thereby lowering the
barrier to engaging with Dunhuang culture.

More Al-powered innovations are
underway to infuse new vitality into

Dunhuang’s enduring culture, ranging from
breathing animated life into ancient murals
to reviving centuries-old musical scores
as modern melodies, said Tian Weiwei, an
IICS-BFSU expert.

What underpins such Al-driven cultural
practice is the country’s solid foundation
and rapid progress in Al technology. Data
shows that China was home to over 6,000
Al enterprises in 2025, while the output
value of the core Al industry was projected
to surpass 1.2 trillion yuan over the same
period, representing a year-on-year increase
of nearly 30 percent.

Based on these achievements, China
vows to fully implement the “Al plus”
initiative and utilize Al to empower all
sectors, including culture, according to the
outline of the 15 Five-Year Plan (2026-
2030).

However, new challenges also emerged
along with AI’s potential for empowerment.
“Al’s algorithmic bias may lead to cultural
misinterpretation and erode our cultural
authenticity,” said Xu Chang’an, an expert
from the Party school of the Hinggan

League Committee of the Communist
Party of China.

Xu Baofeng, head of the College of
Sinology and Chinese Studies at the Beijing
Language and Culture University, echoed
the idea in his interview with Xinhua. He
noted that Al tools sometimes failed to
provide an accurate analysis and explanation
of Chinese civilization due to a lack of
cross-language alignment models.

In response to the problem, Xu Baofeng
and his research team are coordinating
with overseas sinologists to develop such
models to better interpret the knowledge
and value system of Chinese civilization in
different languages and strengthen mutual
understanding between China and the rest
of the world.

“We should neither be overoptimistic
about Al nor shy away from the technology,”
Niu voiced a balanced attitude during his
speech. “Facing the irreversible trend, it’s
imperative to conduct more research on how
to leverage the strength of Al in promoting
Chinese civilization.”

— Xinhua
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China, Ethiopia sign cooperation
agreement to promote Chinese

language education

Chen Hai (right), Chinese ambassador to Ethiopia, and Kindeya Gebrehiwot (center),
state minister at Ethiopia’s ministry of education, pose during a signing ceremony

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Wednesday. China and Ethiopia have signed a
cooperation agreement to expand Chinese language education across schools in the

East African country.

ADDIS ABABA - China and
Ethiopia have signed a cooperation
agreement to expand Chinese
language education across schools
in the East African country.

The agreement was signed on
Wednesday in Addis Ababa, the
capital of Ethiopia, between the
ministries of education of China and
Ethiopia, with Chen Hai, Chinese
ambassador to Ethiopia, and
Kindeya Gebrehiwot, state minister
at Ethiopia’s ministry of education,
signing the agreement on behalf of
the two ministries.

Speaking at the event, Chen
said the agreement intends to
incorporate  Chinese  language
teaching into Ethiopia’s education
system, aiming to promote people-
to-people relations and deepen
cultural exchanges.

“The agreement would enable
Chinese language education to be
a part of the Ethiopian national
education system, providing more
opportunities for Ethiopian younger
generations and students to learn
Chinese language and know more
about China, and serve as a bridge
linking the two friendly countries,”
the ambassador said.

Chen is optimistic that with
the joint efforts of both ministries,
language students from both
countries will play an important
role in promoting modernization in
China and Ethiopia.

Gebrehiwot, for his part, said
education remains one of the most

- Xinhua

important pillars of the relationship
between Ethiopia and China.

“This agreement that we signed
today marks another important
milestone in strengthening
educational and cultural cooperation
between our two countries,” he
said. “Through this agreement,
Ethiopia will benefit from technical
support in curriculum development,
teacher training, teaching materials
preparation, quality assurance, and
the establishment of pilot Chinese
language teaching programs.”

The establishment of Chinese
language programs in Ethiopian
universities ~ will  create  new
opportunities for Ethiopian students
to acquire language skills, enhance
intercultural  understanding, and
improve their competitiveness in the
global job market, Gebrehiwot said.

According to the agreement,
the two ministries will formulate
and promote the implementation
of Chinese language education
programs across Ethiopia. China
will dispatch instructors to help
eligible universities in Ethiopia
establish Chinese language
departments and degree programs.

Under the agreement, the
Chinese government will also
provide scholarships to eligible

Ethiopian students and young faculty
members, enabling them to pursue
degree programs in international
Chinese language schools and serve
as local Chinese language teachers in
Ethiopia. — Xinhua

Senior communist party officials
of China, Cuba hold video call

BEIJING - Liu Haixing, head
of the International Department
of the Communist Party of China
(CPC)Central Committee, held
a video call with Emilio Lozada
Garcia, head of the International
Relations Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party
of Cuba (PCC), yesterday.

The two sides exchanged
views on jointly implementing the
important consensus reached by the
top leaders of the two parties and
countries, strengthening inter-party
exchanges and cooperation, and
advancing the building of a China-
Cuba community with a shared
future. — Xinhua
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China urges immediate end to military
actions regarding Iran situation

BEIJING - With regard
to the Iran situation, a foreign
ministry spokesperson yesterday
said relevant parties should
immediately stop military
actions and resume dialogue and
negotiations.

Spokesperson Lin Jian said

that military confrontation will
only exacerbate the situation, and
military means cannot solve the
fundamental problems.

Noting China is deeply
concerned over the current
situation, Lin said the sovereignty,
security and territorial integrity of

countries in the region should be
respected and upheld. He urged
the parties concerned to respond
to relevant countries’ mediation
efforts so that a comprehensive
and lasting ceasefire could be
realized as soon as possible.

— Xinhua

China will continue to share development
opportunities with other countries: vice premier

BEIJING — China is steadfastly
expanding high-standard opening
up and will continue to share
development opportunities with
other countries and deliver more
certainty and stability to the world
economy, Vice Premier Zhang
Guogqing said yesterday.

Zhang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee, made the remarks
when addressing the World
Convergence Summit for Growth
via video link at the invitation of
the French government.
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The four global initiatives put
forward by the Chinese head of
state provide guidance and impetus
for promoting world peace and
development, Zhang said.

Zhang called for prioritizing

development, improving global
governance and promoting
inclusive growth of the world
economy.

All countries should uphold
openness and cooperation, take an
objective view of the comparative
advantages of different countries,
foster a free and facilitative trading
environment, and practice true

multilateralism, he said.

The  World  Convergence
Summit for Growth was hosted
by France and chaired by French
President Emmanuel Macron.

German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney, as well as high-
level representatives from the
United States, Brazil, India, Italy,
Japan, the Republic of Korea
and the United Kingdom, along
with leaders of a European Union
institution and the International
Monetary Fund, were at the
meeting. — Xinhua

A fairgoer tries to control a robot with a wearable brain-computer interface (BCI) device during the 12" China (Shanghai)
International Technology Fair (CSITF) in Shanghai yesterday. The three-day 12" China (Shanghai) International Technology Fair,
scheduled to end tomorrow, kicked off at the Shanghai World Expo Exhibition and Convention Center yesterday. The fair covers
an exhibition area of about 38,000 square meters, showcasing innovative technological achievements in fields including artificial

intelligence, green fuels, energy storage and transportation, smart home application, and elderly care.

- Xinhua

Egypt says relations with China a model of comprehensive
strategic partnership, mutually beneficial cooperation

CAIRO - The Egyptian
government said yesterday that
relations with China have, over
the past 70 years, evolved into a
model of comprehensive strategic
partnership and mutually beneficial
cooperation, noting that the two
countries are working to build an
Egypt-China community with a
shared future in the new era.

In a statement, the Egyptian
Cabinet’s Media Center said
the year 2026 marks the 70®
anniversary of diplomatic ties
between Egypt and China, an
important milestone in 70 years of
bilateral cooperation.

Egypt was among the first
African and Arab nations to
establish diplomatic relations with
China, the center noted.

Over the past seven decades,
bilateral relations have deepened
steadily, cementing friendship
between the two peoples and
broadening cooperation across
diverse sectors, thus setting what
the statement called a model for
international relations.

It said the political leadership of
both nations is working to elevate
bilateral ties, reflecting the depth
of their comprehensive strategic
partnership ~ while  advancing

the building of an Egypt-China
community with a shared future in
the new era.

The partnership has been
exemplified by major projects in
Egypt, notably the Central Business
District in the New Administrative
Capital and the China-Egypt
TEDA Suez Economic and Trade
Cooperation Zone, according to
the statement.

The investments and projects
underscore the diversity and
broadening scope of the economic

partnership between the two
countries, the statement added.
— Xinhua
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Climate change-fuelled storm decimated
world’s rarest great ape:

JAKARTA - Climate change-
fuelled landslides wiped out nearly
one in ten of the world’s rarest great
ape species on Indonesia’s Sumatra
island, scientists said on Wednesday.

A single weather event last
November pushed the Tapanuli
orangutan — of which there are
fewer than 800 left in the wild —
even closer to extinction, according
to a study published in the science
journal Current Biology.

An estimated 58 Tapanuli
orangutans died as a result of
mudslides triggered by heavy rains
during Cyclone Senyar — about 11
percent of the total living in the
region, or seven percent of the
estimated overall wild population.

The flooding killed more than
1,000 people.

Only scientifically classified
as a species in 2017, Tpanulis are
incredibly rare, confined to a small
range in Sumatra.

“This level of loss is substantial
for a species with such a small total
population,” said Erik Meijaard,
chief scientist at Borneo Futures, a
conservation initiative.

The floods also wiped out
sources of Tapanuli food and shelter.

Scientists analysed satellite
evidence of landslide scars in the
Batang Toru Ecosystem — home to
the largest remaining population of
the apes.
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Toru forest in Indonesia’s North Sumatra.

They found that about 8,300
hectares of forest — more than 11
percent of the area — were affected.

The lost forest area was overlaid
with orangutan density maps to come
up with an estimate of population loss.

“The loss of an estimated 58
Tapanuli orangutans to a single
climate-induced landslide event is
a devastating demographic shock
to the world’s rarest great ape,”
said researcher Jatna Supriatna of
Indonesia University.

Environmentalists have long
campaigned against industrial
activity in Batang Toru, particularly
a hydroelectric dam and gold mine.

The highland homes inhabited
by Tapanulis are not their preferred

This undated handout photograph taken b

]

y the Orangutan Information Centre and
released on Wednesday shows the Tapanuli orangutans in a tree in the Batang

- AFP

habitat, but it is where remaining
orangutans have been pushed by
human development elsewhere.

“To prevent the first modern
extinction of a great ape species,
Indonesia must permanently protect
the Batang Toru ecosystem,” Jatna
said.

“But our international partners
must also meet their global
commitments by providing immediate
biodiversity-recovery financing.”

Sumatra lost 4.4 million
hectares of forest — an area larger
than Switzerland — between 2001
and 2024, making hilly landscapes
more vulnerable to landslides, the
conservation group Mighty Earth
said in February. — AFP

Thailand condemns Chinese Uyghurs to death
for 2015 shrine bombing

Montira Rungjirajittranon

BANGKOK — Two Chinese
Uyghur men were sentenced to
death yesterday for carrying out a
2015 attack on a Bangkok shrine
that killed 20 people, a long-
awaited verdict in Thailand’s
deadliest bombing case.

A Bangkok court convicted
Yusufu Mieraili and Bilal Mohammed
of premeditated and attempted
murder for their role in planting a
bomb at the popular Erawan Shrine
in the capital’s commercial heart.

The blast tore apart the site
where worshippers and tourists had
gathered, wounding more than 100
people and leaving the shrine to
the Thai representation of Brahma
littered with motorbike fragments
and singed debris.

Seven Chinese tourists
were among the fatalities when
explosives — apparently left in a
backpack — detonated.

“The defendants committed
a single act that violated multiple
laws. The court therefore imposed
the harshest penalty available
under the law, the death sentence,”
one member of the four-judge
panel said yesterday as the lengthy
verdict was read out.

The defendants — both Chinese
nationals who arrived in court in
prison garb — were acquitted of
charges stemming from a separate
bombing at a Bangkok pier.

Following the verdict, Mieraili
said: “RIP Thailand’s justice
system. I don’t accept any of this. I
didn’t do anything wrong.”

Choochat Kanpai, the
defendants’ lawyer, told reporters
they “will appeal the ruling because
there are many aspects of the case that
the court has not fully considered,
including the treatment of the
defendants during the proceedings”.

The decade-long trial was beset by
delays due to coronavirus disruptions
and problems securing translators.

The blast came weeks after
Thailand’s  then-ruling  junta
forcibly repatriated 109 Uyghurs
to China, prompting speculation
that it was part of a revenge plot.

Beijing welcomed the death
sentences.

“The attackers were totally
inhumane and extremely heinous,”
foreign ministry spokesman Lin
Jian told reporters.

“China supports Thailand in
conducting the trial in accordance
with the law and severely punishing
the murderers.”

Delays and drugs

Shortly after the bombing,
police named 17 suspects, but only
Mieraili and Mohammed were
initially apprehended.

Thailand’s junta authorities were
criticised for a murky investigation
that appeared to wind down shortly

after the arrest of the two men.

They went on trial in 2016,
accused of planting the explosives.

But the proceedings — which
have involved hundreds of witness
testimonies — have been delayed
multiple times, once because the
translator for the accused was hit
with drugs charges.

In 2017 a Thai woman called
Wanna Suansan was detained on
arrival in Bangkok on a warrant linked
to the shrine blast — making her the
third named suspect arrested by police.

She was charged with attempted
murder, associated murder and
possession of bombs and weapons,
but was acquitted in 2024.

The Uyghurs, a Turkic minority,
primarily hail from China’s
westernmost region, Xinjiang.

The Erawan Shrine remains a
popular draw for Chinese and other
tourists to the Thai capital, and
dozens of visitors made traditional
offerings of marigold garlands and
incense as usual yesterday.

Devotee and online vendor
Satiwan Phobangwai, 45, approved
of the sentences.

“As a Buddhist, I was taught
to only do good deeds and good
things, right? It’s like karma, as the
saying goes, ‘you reap what you
sow,’” she said.

“So they must face the
consequences of the wrongdoing
they committed.” —AFP
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Myanmar court remands Thai
woman over US diplomat death

YANGON — A Thai woman who
police said was arrested over the
death of a US diplomat in Myanmar
was remanded in custody by a court
yesterday, a legal official told AFP.

The diplomat was discovered
at the Sakura Residence hotel
and serviced apartment complex
in Yangon on May 11, according
to a police source, speaking
anonymously because he was not
authorised to discuss the case.

The 43-year-old man was
pronounced dead on arrival at
hospital with head and neck
lacerations, he added, while a Thai
woman in his room was arrested.

The case was being treated as
a potential homicide, the police
source said.

A legal official at Kamayut
Township  Court in  Yangon
confirmed the woman appeared for
a hearing yesterday.

“She was remanded at court today
[yesterday],” the official said, also
speaking anonymously because they
were not authorised to discuss the case.

Details of the charges against
the woman were not immediately
available.

Myanmar’s court system has
been largely opaque to the press and

public since a 2021 military coup
deposed the elected government
and sparked a civil war.

A recorded US embassy
memorial service shared online
described the deceased diplomat as
a “regional security officer” from
New York state with extensive
previous foreign postings.

Located in the upmarket Golden
Valley, the mid-rise Sakura Residence
is a short distance from the US
embassy and popular with diplomats,
United Nations staffers, aid workers
and foreign business people.

A US State Department
spokesman confirmed the death
of a “US government employee”
assigned to the Yangon embassy.

“Out of respect for the privacy of
the family and loved ones, we have
no further information to provide at
this time,” the spokesman said.

AThai foreign ministry spokesman
said the case was “a matter of consular
assistance and an ongoing police
investigation being handled through
the relevant official channels”.

A receptionist at the Sakura
Residence said they were ‘“not
authorised to comment” and declined
to share contact details of a manager.

— AFP

People struggle beside a blocked road after a major landslide triggered by an
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earthquake, in Sarangani Province, the Philippines, yesterday. At least 47 people
were killed, 31 missing and 688 injured after a magnitude 7.8 earthquake struck
off the southern coast of Mindanao, on Monday, said the National Disaster Risk

Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) yesterday.

- Xinhua

Indonesia nabs Australian fugitive
hiding in private jet lavatory

DENPASAR - Indonesian
authorities arrested an Australian
fugitive hiding in the lavatory of a
private jet as it was about to take
off from the resort island of Bali,
officials said yesterday.

Officers rushed onboard the
plane after the pilot was ordered to
return from the runway to the VIP
Terminal at Bali’s Denpasar airport
on Saturday.

Immigration officials had become
suspicious of a man travelling on a
Brazilian passport with no record
of entry to Indonesia or a valid
residence permit for the country.

The man and three other foreign
passengers and three crew members
were ready to depart from Bali’s
capital for Maputo in Mozambique
when the pilot received the call to
stay on the tarmac.

Officials found three passengers
in the cabin and their suspect hiding

in the lavatory, Bali immigration
authorities said in a statement.

Australian media identified the
man as Angelo Pandeli, a prominent
member of a motorbike gang linked to
drug trafficking and wanted by Interpol.

He was apparently using
someone else’s Brazilian passport
to evade arrest.

According to the Australian
Federal Police, the 55-year-old was
suspected in a series of large-scale
drug smuggling operations.

He was deported to Australia
from Indonesia late Wednesday.

Indonesian  authorities have
vowed not to let the popular holiday
island of Bali become a hideout for
international criminals.

In April, a Scottish fugitive
wanted in Spain for drug charges
and money laundering was arrested
at the island’s airport upon arrival
and sent back to Europe. —AFP
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Pilots demand answers ahead of Air India crash anniversary

Anuj Srivas

MUMBAI - India’s aviation
accident probe agency is facing
renewed criticism from pilot groups
ahead of the anniversary of the
2025 Air India Boeing-787 crash in
Ahmedabad, which killed 260 people.

Families of the victims had
expected a final report by today to
explain the cause of the disaster —
exactly a year after the Boeing 787-
8 crashed in a fireball shortly after
takeoff and smashed into a medical

college.
But with investigations
continuing, local media suggest

India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) will only issue an
interim report — frustrating those
awaiting clear answers about why
their relatives died.

“I don’t have much trust,” said
Charanvir Randhawa, president of
the Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP),
which has more than 5,000 members.

“I will be very honest; they are not
transparent at all,” Randhawa told AFP.

His organisation has criticised
the composition of the initial

investigation team, and its decision
to question the family of one of the
deceased pilots.

‘Path toward answers’

Today, relatives of the victims
will meet in Ahmedabad at a
conference organised by lawyers,
along with aviation and air safety
experts, to “discuss the path towards
answers and safer skies”.

It also plans to hold a candlelight
vigil in memory of those who died -
241 of the 242 people on board, and
19 on the ground.

Among the dead were 200
Indians, 52 British citizens, seven
Portuguese and one Canadian.

Only one passenger survived,
Briton Vishwash Kumar Ramesh,
who told the Press Association news
agency that he continued to “live
with the significant psychological
scars” following the crash, in which
his brother died, and “the constant
unanswered questions” about why it
took place.

“Those questions are not just on
my mind — they are on the minds of

S Asia’s monsoon risks both floods
and drought: experts

KATHMANDU - South Asian
communities face “serious hazards”
from intense rains this season, even
though the approaching monsoon is
expected to bring lower than normal
rains overall, risking drought,
experts warned yesterday.

The Hindu Kush-Himalayan
range, which stretches from
Afghanistan to Myanmar, holds
the largest reserves of ice and snow
outside the Arctic and Antarctica and
feeds at least 10 major Asian river
systems that underpin water, food and
energy security across the continent.

“The outlook points to a drier
monsoonoverall, butthatdoesnotmean
lower risk,” said Manish Shrestha, a
hydrologist at the Kathmandu-based
International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD).

“Short, intense rainfall events
can still trigger serious hazards.”

Long, dry spells followed by
extreme rainfall events, ICIMOD
warned, raised the risk of floods and
landslides.

Deadly weather-related disasters
are common during the monsoon
season from June to September but
experts say climate change, coupled
with urbanisation, is increasing

their frequency and severity.

The summer monsoon, which
brings South Asia 70-80 percent
of its annual rainfall, is vital for
agriculture and therefore the
livelihoods of millions of farmers
and food security in a region home
to around two billion people.

Lower levels of snow in the
mountains — or “snow persistence”, the
time that snow remains on the ground
— meant the region was starting with a
“weaker seasonal water buffer”, said
Sher Muhammad from ICIMOD.

“Warmer temperatures, combined
with reduced rainfall, could limit the
recharge of rivers, springs and other
water systems,” he said.

Experts said stronger
warning systems were needed.

“Drought and flood risks can no
longer be managed separately,” said
Arun Bhakta Shrestha, a senior adviser
at ICIMOD said in a statement.

“Early warning systems, short-
term forecasts, and locally driven
preparedness need to work together to
address increasingly complex hazards.”

Melting glaciers can also add to
the volume of water, while unregulated
construction in flood-prone areas
exacerbates the damage. —AFP

early

Activists of the Pakistan Markazi Muslim League (PMML) protest against inflation

and rising fuel prices in Karachi, Pakistan yesterday.

- AFP
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Family members of victims, who died in the Air India Flight 171 crash last year, pay
tribute as they visit the accident site in Ahmedabad, India yesterday.

every affected family,” he said.

“Nothing will ever change what
happened, but families deserve clarity.”

As required by international law,
the AAIB published a preliminary
report on July 12, 2025, a month
after the disaster.

That 15-page document said the
fuel supply to the jet’s engines was cut

o)

- AFP

off moments before impact, raising
questions about possible pilot error.

‘Flawed’ report

It also published a conversation
between the captain and his co-pilot
about the fuel supply being cut off
— two brief sentences that sparked
theories of pilot suicide.

The report was met with strong
criticism.

It did not say why the fuel
switches were turned off - whether
that was the fault of a pilot or a
result of a malfunction.

Pushkaraj Sabharwal, 91, father
of pilot Sumeet Sabharwal, called that
report “profoundly flawed” and filed
a petition at India’s Supreme Court.

He argued it focused on the dead
pilots “while failing to examine or
eliminate other more plausible technical
and procedural causes of the crash”.

Randhawa worries another
inconclusive finding could result in
“far more speculations” rather than
understanding the disaster.

“You have to give an indication.
Why did the crash occur?”

In May, the FIP pilot group
submitted a letter to the aviation
ministry calling for further investigation
to rule out electrical failure.

“Even if they are going to take
more than one year, they should say:
“We are still investigating’,” he said.

“They should publish the full
investigation report.” —AFP

3 Indian sailors dead after US hit ship off Oman: minister

NEW DELHI — Three Indian
sailors on a commercial vessel hit
by the United States off the coast
of Oman are dead, New Delhi’s
shipping minister said yesterday.

“It is deeply unfortunate to
learn of the tragic incident aboard
the Palau-flagged MT Settebello,”
Sarbananda Sonowal said in a
statement, referring to the strike on
the vessel a day earlier.

“Sadly, three Indian seafarers
initially reported missing are now
confirmed dead after bodies have

MELBOURNE - Scientists
have uncovered the microscopic
machinery that helps giant kelp
turn sunlight into energy, a
discovery that could inform new
climate solutions.

The study, published in
Nature Communications, mapped
the structure of a key antenna-
like structure wused in kelp
photosynthesis, revealing how
its unique molecular architecture
enables efficient light capture and
carbon dioxide absorption, said a
statement of Australia’s Monash

been located and identified”.
India’s foreign ministry summoned
a top US diplomat in New Delhi after
the US attack on Wednesday on MT
Settebello to lodge “a strong protest”.
It was the second reported US
attack on a merchant vessel with
predominately Indian crew this week.
On June 8, Omani authorities
airlifted 24 Indian sailors off the
MT Marivex after a US strike on
the Palau-flagged tanker.
Images posted on social media
by the Forward Seamen’s Union

University released Wednesday.
“By visualizing the structure
of giant kelp’s photosynthetic
supercomplex, we can finally see
how these organisms have adapted
the architecture of their antenna to
thrive in coastal regions,” said lead
researcher Maria Maldonado, lab
head in the Monash Biomedicine
Discovery Institute, who conducted
the research in the United States.
Kelp ecosystems “act like
underwater forests that absorb
as much carbon dioxide as the
Amazon,” the statement said, though

of India showed crew members
being winched from the vessel by
helicopter as thick black smoke
billowed from its bridge and
accommodation cabins.

Sonowal  said that the
government stood “firmly with the
bereaved during this difficult hour”.

“I have directed officials to
ensure immediate repatriation of
the rescued crew members and
swift return of the mortal remains
of the deceased for their final
rites,” he added. —AFP

Giant kelp structure discovery could inspire
new climate solutions: study

their photosynthesis machinery has
remained largely unknown.

“These molecular insights are
crucial as we look for new ways
to enhance carbon -capture, to
regenerate ocean ecosystems and to
develop sustainable food sources in
a warming world,” Maldonado said.

The methods developed could
advance research into kelp biology,
with potential applications in
environmental  solutions  that
harness the natural efficiency of
marine photosynthesis, she added.

— Xinhua

TOKYO -
nuclear-contaminated ~ wastewater
from the crippled Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant into the ocean
resumed yesterday afternoon after a
system anomaly alert that had halted
operations was traced to a possible
valve malfunction in a water storage
tank, Kyodo News reported.

The discharge was automatically
suspended on Wednesday afternoon

after the abnormal system alert was
triggered during the release process.

After investigating the cause,
the plant’s operator, Tokyo
Electric Power Company Holdings
(TEPCO), determined that the valve
on a water storage tank may have
malfunctioned and resumed the
discharge following replacement of
the relevant components.

TEPCO began the 20th round

Japan resumes release of Fukushima
nuclear-contaminated wastewater

The release of

of discharge of Fukushima nuclear-
contaminated water on June 1.
According to the company’s
previously announced plan, the
latest discharge is scheduled to
continue through June 19, with
about 7,800 tonnes of wastewater
expected to be released into the
sea, containing approximately 1.3
trillion becquerels of radioactive
tritium. — Xinhua
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Erdogan, Netanyahu trade
genocide barbs

ISTANBUL - Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
accused Benjamin Netanyahu of
“following the path of Hitler”
yesterday after the Israeli leader
alleged he was an “antisemitic
dictator” who had committed a
“genocide” against the Kurds.

The relationship between Israel
and Turkey has nosedived since the
Gaza war started in October 2023,
with the pair regularly trading
allegations of genocide and public
insults.

The latest exchange erupted after
Erdogan on Wednesday said Israel’s
actions in Lebanon and Syria were a
threat to Turkish security.

“Turkey’s security doesn’t just
start in [its southernmost province
of] Hatay, it begins in Aleppo,
in Damascus and in Beirut,” he
said, warning Turkey “will not
tolerate any fait accompli in our
neighbouring countries” — in what
was understood to mean Israel
creating new irreversible realities
on the ground.

Netanyahu hit back, pledging to
continue military action wherever
needed to deal with the security
threat from Iran and its proxies.

“The  antisemitic  dictator
Erdogan, who commits genocide
against the Kurds, supports the
Hamas terrorist  organisation,
oppresses his own people and
imprisons political rivals, is the last
person who can lecture Israel on
morality,” he said in a statement.

“Israel... will continue to take
forceful action against Iran and its
proxies, which threaten the Middle
East and the entire world.”

Erdogan, who has frequently
accused Netanyahu’s government
of genocide in Gaza with his
top diplomat warning it might
do the same in Lebanon, replied
yesterday.

“Those who follow Hitler’s
path should not forget their fate
will be like that of other tyrants in
history,” he said.

“Under the current
administration, Israel has become a

factory churning out distress, fuelled
solely by blood and tears, and
producing nothing but instability
and chaos,” he said, vowing to
“ensure the perpetrators of such
massacres were held accountable”.

Israel has been bombarding
southern Lebanon since the
Hezbollah militia began firing
missiles at the Israeli north on
March 2, dragging Lebanon into
the Middle East war.

Despite a brief pause due to
an April ceasefire, the fighting has
continued despite ongoing talks in
Washington to end the violence.

Israel has also been active
in Syria, launching hundreds of
strikes and regular incursions into
the south, where it demands a
demilitarised zone.

Turkey has been seeking to
end its conflict with the Kurdish
militant PKK, which last year
renounced its armed struggle
against Ankara after four decades
of violence that killed at least
50,000 people on both sides. — AFP

Trump vows to take Iran oil terminals,

Danny Kemp

WASHINGTON, DC - US
President Donald Trump vowed
yesterday “very hard” strikes on
Iran and promised to take the
country’s key oil infrastructure, in
what would be a major escalation in
the war with the Islamic republic.

Trump threatened “bigger,
more powerful” attacks on what
would be a third successive night,
as he pushes Tehran to turn their
increasingly nominal ceasefire into
a permanent peace deal.

“The United States will be
hitting Iran.. VERY HARD
TONIGHT,” Trump wrote on his
Truth Social network.

“At some point in the not
too distant future, we will be
taking Kharg Island, and other oil
infrastructure points, and assume
total control of their Oil and Gas
Markets, much like we have with
Venezuela,” he added.

Kharg Island is at the heart
of Iran’s oil export industry, a
lynchpin of the country’s battered
economy. It sits off Iran’s Gulf
coast, hundreds of kilometres
northwest of the narrow, strategic
Strait of Hormuz.

Trump talked about a possible
seizure of the island earlier in

the US-Israeli war in Iran, which
began on February 28.

The United States toppled
Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro
in January and now says it has
control of its oil industry, a strategy
that Trump has repeatedly said he
wants to repeat with Iran.

Trump gave no details of how
the United States would seize Iran’s
oil terminals, but any such operation
would almost certainly require the
involvement of US ground troops.

‘Crazy’

But the US leader himself
appeared divided on whether to go
ahead with the move, in a telephone
interview with Fox News shortly
after his social media post.

“Look, my preference has
always been take Kharg Island,”
Trump told Fox, before adding: “I
don’t know that America has the
stomach for it, to be honest.”

Trump insisted: “I don’t want
to have boots on the ground” but
said that “if I wanted to, we could
put a small group of soldiers and
take over the whole place.”

He also said he preferred not
to hit Iran’s civilian infrastructure,
after previously threatening to
strike power plants and bridges.

This screen grab taken from
handout footage released by
Bahrain TV yesterday shows
damage to buildings and vehicles
in Bahrain reportedly caused by
debris from intercepted drones.
Iran warned yesterday that the
shaky ceasefire in the three-
month Middle East war was

now “practically meaningless”
following fresh strikes by the
United States that saw Tehran
respond with attacks around the
region. - AFP

“I’d rather not do it, because
once you do that, the people
suffer,” Trump said.

Trump also vented his increasing
frustration with Iran for failing to
agree a deal to end the war, open the
Strait of Hormuz and agree not to
develop a nuclear weapon.

“The whole thing is crazy, and
they’re really in submission, they
just don’t know it yet,” Trump said.

“We are talking to them.”

US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent meanwhile vowed
yesterday to use Iranian funds to
pay for damage that the country
causes to Gulf allies.

Iran and the United States have
traded fire in recent days as the
ceasefire looks ever shakier.

“Any damage it inflicts on our
allies in the Gulf will be paid for
with funds extracted from Iranian
Accounts,” Bessent wrote on X.

Bessent added that “any tolls
paid to the Persian Gulf Strait
Authority will be offset by funds
extracted from their accounts.”

The authority is Iran’s new
agency to collect fees for transiting
the Strait of Hormuz, a critical
waterway for energy transit that
Tehran has essentially closed off
since early in the war. —AFP

Your trusted source for real news FRIDAY June 12, 2026

Israeli strikes on Lebanon’s Tyre
wound 10 hospital staff: CEO

PV bt B

Hussein Tufayli (right) mourns over the grave of his son Mohammed Tufayli, a

Hezbollah fighter who was killed during the ongoing war, at a temporary cemetery
in the southern coastal Lebanese city of Sidon yesterday. Lebanon’s health ministry
said Israeli airstrikes on the country’s south on June 10, killed 12 people, as Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu urged the Lebanese to join Israel’s fight against

Hezbollah.

TYRE - A strike wounded 10
staff members of a hospital in the
Lebanese city of Tyre yesterday, the
facility’s director told AFP, as Israeli
raids continue in the country’s south.

All three of the historic city’s
hospitals have been hit since the
start of the latest war between Iran-
backed militant group Hezbollah
and Israel in early March.

“An area located around 15
metres from the hospital was
targeted, and 10 members of the
medical and administrative staff
were wounded,” said Dr Salman
Aydibi, who runs Hiram hospital.

He said the strike shattered
windows and damaged cars parked
in front of the facility.

“This is the sixth time that
the area of the hospital has been
targeted by Israeli raids since the
start of the war,” he said.

On  Tuesday, the Isracli
military told the entire city of
Tyre to evacuate, with an AFP
correspondent witnessing residents
fleeing and heavy traffic heading
north after the warning.

Lebanon was dragged into the
Middle East war on March 2, when

- AFP

Hezbollah fired rockets at Israel in
retaliation for the killing of Iran’s
supreme leader Ali Khamenei.

Israel has since carried out a
massive campaign of strikes and
a ground invasion that have killed
more than 3,700 people in Lebanon,
while occupying a large chunk of
the country’s south.

An April ceasefire in Lebanon was
never observed, and the fighting has
continued despite a new conditional
truce deal announced last week after
Lebanese-Israeli talks in Washington.

Lebanon’s health ministry said
late last month that an Israeli strike
in the vicinity of Hiram hospital
wounded 13 staffers.

The following day, an Israeli
strike near Tyre’s Jabal Amel
hospital killed four people and
wounded 127 others, including 39
staffers, the health ministry said.

The Lebanese Italian hospital in
Tyre was also damaged by an Israeli
attack in April.

The health ministry says 17
hospitals have been damaged in the
war, with three forced to close, and
132 rescuers and medical personnel
have been killed. — AFP

French man convicted after pit
bull killed pregnant girlfriend

SOISSONS — A French court
yesterday convicted a man of
involuntary manslaughter after the
pit bull he had illegally imported
and trained to bite mauled to death
his pregnant girlfriend.

The court in the northern town of
Soissons handed Christophe Ellul,
51, a suspended four-year sentence,
and ordered the dog put down.

Ellul in November 2019 found his
girlfriend dead in a forest outside the
town, her body covered with 50 bites.

Elisa Pilarski, a 29-year-old who
was six months pregnant, had been
out walking their two-year-old dog, an
American pit bull terrier named Curtis.

Minutes before she died, she
had called him at work at an airport
outside Paris some 50 kilometres
away to say she had been bitten and
she could not control their dog, the
investigation showed.

It is illegal in France to import
pit bulls, which have been classified
as dangerous.

Ellul long argued that his
dog, which he brought from the
Netherlands, was not aggressive. He
said that hounds taking part in a deer
hunt in the forest must have been
responsible. But DNA tests showed
that the culprit was the pit bull.

Sixty-two  hunting  hounds
and the couple’s other five dogs
were also tested to exclude their
involvement.

The dog Curtis, now aged eight
and a half, has spent more than six
years locked up in a kennel since the
incident.

Animal activists have called for his
pardon, with one petition on change.
org with more than 80,000 signatures
urging Curtis instead be transferred to
an animal shelter. —AFP
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Opening delayed for US-
Canada bridge threatened
by Trump

MONTREAL — The opening
of a new bridge connecting
Canada and the United States
that US President Donald Trump
had criticised has been delayed
so the two countries can resolve
“outstanding issues,” an official
said yesterday.

The bridge authority’s interim
CEO, Chuck Andary, said “Canada
and the United States have agreed
to delay the opening of the bridge,
taking the necessary time to resolve
any outstanding issues.”

“As we work towards an
opening date, we are taking a
collaborative approach,” he said
in a statement.

Canadian Prime  Minister
Mark Carney said on Tuesday that
the US$4.7-billion Gordie Howe
Bridge that links the Canadian
province of Ontario with the US
state of Michigan would open this
week.

In February, Trump threatened
to block the bridge, insisting that
the United States had been treated

unfairly in its construction and
that it should be “at least half”
US-owned.

According to a factsheet
issued by the Windsor-Detroit
Bridge Authority, the bridge
was financed entirely by Canada
and will be jointly owned by the
governments of Canada and the
state of Michigan.

Carney said this week that the
bridge’s opening marked “positive
news” and “a symbol, but also a
fact of cooperation between our
countries.”

The nature of Trump’s
anger about the bridge is not
entirely clear, but he first raised
it shortly after Carney’s widely
praised January speech at the
World Economic Forum (WEF),
an address broadly seen as a
denunciation of Trump.

Carney had also just sealed a
preliminary trade deal with China,
prompting massive new tariff
threats from the United States.

—AFP

Sweden’s health agency
recommends no smartphones
for children under 13

STOCKHOLM - Sweden’s
public  health agency said
yesterday it was recommending
parents do not give children their

own smartphones before the age of

13, citing several risks associated
with their use.

The Public Health Agency of

Sweden said in statement that the
purpose of the new recommendation,

was “primarily to reduce the risk of

children being exposed to harmful
content, developing sleep problems,
or developing an addiction-like
pattern of use.”

The agency said that while
interviews with children showed
that they valued the ability to stay
in contact with family and friends
via the phone the potential risks
outweighed the benefits.

“Use is associated with
distraction, social pressure, and
exposure to harmful content and
harmful contacts,” the agency
said, while noting that research

also showed it was associated with
“poorer sleep”.

If parents wanted their children
to have a phone, the agency
recommended they instead give
them a “simple phone” without
access to the internet.

“Our hope is that the
recommendation  will  serve
as support in everyday life,”
Olivia Wigzell, director of the
agency, said, noting it was in line
with those of Sweden’s Nordic
neighbours Denmark and Finland.

The health agency has been
tasked with investigating the use
of screens and their impact on
children.

In June, it called on parents
to put down their phones when
spending time with their children.

In January, Sweden’s
government said it would ban
smartphones in schools for children
up to grade nine, meaning children
up to the age of 15-16.

Moose put down after
wandering into central Oslo

OSLO - Norwegian police
said yesterday that a moose that
had wandered into downtown
Oslo, drawing curious crowds, had
been shot and killed.

Videos taken by witnesses and
published by Norwegian media
show the disoriented animal
galloping through the streets of
the Norwegian capital, weaving
around cars and pedestrians.

“For animal welfare reasons,

the moose was put down” by the
wildlife authorities, the police
said.

Although  such incidents
remain rare — moose tend to avoid
metropolitan areas — this is the
second such incident recorded in
two days in Scandinavia.

On Wednesday, a young
moose was put down in Sweden
after it strayed into the streets of
Stockholm. —AFP

—AFP
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UK defence minister quits with
stinging rebuke of Starmer

Joe Jackson and Peter Hutchison

LONDON - British Defence
Secretary John Healey sensationally
quit yesterday, accusing beleaguered
Prime Minister Keir Starmer and
the finance ministry of failing to
commit enough money to protect
the country.

His shock resignation weakens
Starmer’s authority further at
a precarious moment for the
embattled Labour leader, a week
before a by-election which could
prompt a bid to replace him.

In stinging criticism, Healey
warned that Starmer’s long-awaited
Defence Investment Plan (DIP)
for funding over the next decade —
which the premier has yet to publish
— risked making Britain “less safe”.

“You have been unable, and
the Treasury has been unwilling, to
commit the resources that the nation
needs to defend the country at this
time of rising threats,” Healey wrote
in a resignation letter to Starmer
posted on his X account.

“After explaining to you that I
would not be able to accept a DIP
settlement that does not give our
Forces the resources they need, I am
now left with no other option than to
submit my resignation.”

Healey’s sudden departure
comes after months of delays to the
defence plan, which Starmer has
insisted he will publish before a
NATO summit in Turkey beginning
on July 7.

Starmer’s centre-left government,
elected in July 2024 following 14
years of Conservative rule, has
pledged to ramp up defence spending,
with priority given to NATO
commitments.

The rise comes amid perceived
threats from Russia and as US
President Donald Trump repeatedly
urges NATO allies to spend
more and become less reliant on
Washington for security.

‘Grave moment’

Starmer has vowed to raise
defence spending to 2.5 percent
of gross domestic product (GDP)
from next year, increasing to three
percent if Labour wins the next
general election, expected in 2029,
before reaching 3.5 percent in 2035.

British media has for weeks

—— — -

Britain’s Defence Secretary John Healey arrives at Downing Street to attend a
cabinet meeting in central London on May 12, 2026. Healey resigned yesterday, in
a surprise move which he said was due to Prime Minister Keir Starmer failing to

commit sufficient resources to long-term defence plans.

been reporting on behind-the-scenes
battles within the government over
the DIP settlement.

In his resignation letter, Healey
said he was first given full sight of
DIP on Monday and it sees defence
spending rise to only 2.68 percent of
GDP in 2030.

A source close to the former
defence secretary told AFP the
deal offered by the Treasury did
not put a date on the three percent
commitment.

The plan “falls well short of
what is required for defence and
the country at this dangerous time”,
Healey wrote.

“Without a DIP that meets the
moment in this way, I am being
forced to make decisions that would
reduce the readiness of our forces
and increase the risk to personnel
on operations, and could make the
country less safe.”

Tan Dhesi, chair of parliament’s
defence committee, said the
government must take Healey’s
warning  “with  the  utmost
seriousness”.

“That a defence secretary of his
integrity and commitment has felt
compelled to resign in response
to the inadequacy of the proposed
defence settlement is a grave
moment,” the Labour MP said in a
statement.

Starmer faces political peril
in next Thursday’s contest when
Greater Manchester mayor Andy
Burnham stands for the Makerfield

- AFP

parliamentary seat. Both men have
said they would participate in any
Labour leadership race, although
none has yet been triggered.

Wes Streeting quit as health
secretary last month following
disastrous local and regional
election results for Labour and has
also said he would run in any future
contest.

Healey, 66, has been previously
talked about as another potential

contender, but there was no
immediate suggestion that his
resignation is linked to the

leadership speculation.

It “underlines that Starmer has
become a lame duck prime minister
who cannot get decisions through
his own government”, Patrick
Diamond, a politics professor at
Queen Mary University of London,
told AFP.

The investment plan, originally
due to be published in late 2025, has
repeatedly been pushed back, to the
frustration of industry and others.

Healey’s resignation “creates a
sequence of political headaches in
terms of a replacement, and trying
to get the defence investment plan
published,” said Ed Arnold, senior
associate fellow at the RUSI think-
tank.

A government source insisted
that Starmer had made Britain
“safer”, adding the defence
spending proposals “will deliver the
capability our armed forces need”.

— AFP

Spanish firms ready to build new fighter jet
after failed project

MADRID - Leading Spanish
defence  companies  including
national champion Indra expressed
willingness yesterday to work on a
new joint fighter jet after French-
German disagreements sank a
flagship European project.

The Future Combat Air System
(FCAS) was viewed as a key test
of European defence cooperation
in a more hostile world as President
Donald Trump casts doubt on
US security commitments to the
continent and amid Russia’s war in
Ukraine.

But Berlin and Paris abandoned
the programme this week after months
of tension between the two main
manufacturers, France’s Dassault and
Airbus, which represented German
and Spanish interests.

Six defence companies said
“Spanish  industry ~ makes its
capacities and resources available
to Spain and its possible partners for
the development of a new-generation
combat system,” warning: “We
cannot afford to waste more time.”

The uncertainty  “threatens
to compromise not only the

knowledge, resources and capacities
of the participating companies, but
also the stability of their partners
and supply chains”, the firms said in
a joint declaration.

Spanish ~ Defence = Minister
Margarita Robles called the failure
of FCAS “very worrying for Europe
and for Europe’s strategic autonomy”,
saying industry interests had prevailed
over those of European security.

An Airbus-led alliance
involving German companies has
launched a consortium with the aim
of replacing FCAS. —AFP
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Overseas vote pushes Fujimori back into Peru election lead

LIMA - Conservative Keiko
Fujimori retook the lead over her
leftist rival in Peru’s drawn-out
presidential election count late
Wednesday (local time), but with
98 percent of centres reporting, the
race remained too close to call.

Propelled by massive support
from overseas voters in the United
States and Japan, 51-year-old
Fujimori pulled a mere 651 votes
ahead of Roberto Sanchez.

With more than 18 million votes
counted, a few thousandths of a
percentage point separated the two as
of 11:00 p.m. (04:00 GMT yesterday).

The election is the latest battle
between security-focused right-
wing candidates, who have swept a
series of Latin American polls, and
hard-left rivals.

The winner will help dictate the
tone of relations with Washington and
a swathe of other deeply ideological
governments across the continent.

Fujimori and Sanchez are vying
to end years of political chaos that
has seen Peru burn through nine
presidents in a decade.

Many voters had hoped the
election would draw a line under
years of political chaos that has seen
a string of leaders jailed, deposed
and impeached.

But the result has underscored
deep divisions between the
populous coast and the more rural,
Indigenous south.

Fujimori has already tried and
failed to reach the presidency three
times.

She is the daughter of the late

president Alberto Fujimori, who was
jailed for human rights violations.

But she now hopes to ride a wave
of support for right-wing candidates,
who have won recent elections in
Bolivia, Chile and Ecuador with
tough-on-crime messaging.

Sanchez, a 57-year-old former
psychologist, surged late in the
race to reach the runoff, promising
to overhaul the mining sector and
give more rights to Indigenous
communities.

He has moderated his early calls
for “radical change” and told AFP
he wants a “respectful” relationship
with US President Donald Trump.

Peru is one of the world’s largest
copper and cocaine exporters, and
has suffered a surge in crime in
recent years. —AFP

New clashes in La Paz as Bolivia weighs
military response

LA PAZ — Bolivians demanding
the resignation of President Rodrigo
Paz set fire to barricades of burning
trash on Wednesday as Paz weighed
deploying the military to end five
weeks of crippling protests.

“What do we want? Resignation!”
shouted thousands of farmers, miners,
teachers, and transport workers, who
marched on the heavily-guarded
centre of the political capital La Paz.

Riot police fired tear gas
to disperse the protesters, who
overturned garbage containers and set
fire to piles of trash near government
buildings, throwing stones and
dynamite cartridges used in mining.

The protesters are calling for
an end to Paz’s economic reforms,
designed to sweep away 20 years of
socialist government.

“Some people want to sell off
the country and destroy it. As true
Bolivians, we’re not going to let them,”
said 44-year-old miner Omar Hancco.

Atleast five people were arrested
during the clashes, AFP journalists
observed.

The US-backed Paz, in power
for seven months, claimed on
Monday that the protests calling for
his resignation are being driven by
“narcoterrorists” and took steps to
declare a state of emergency.

That would curb freedom of
assembly, and the armed forces
could support the police in
dismantling dozens of roadblocks

Demonstrators chant slogans near a burning object during a protest against the
government of President Rodrigo Paz in Bolivia’s capital La Paz (“The Peace”) on

Wednesday.

choking the country’s main cities.

In La Paz and neighboring El
Alto, shortages of food, fuel, and
medicine are growing more severe.

Meat and vegetable prices have
doubled in the markets, long lines of
vehicles are forming at gas stations,
and hospitals are running short of
oxygen for surgeries.

‘Let him come!’

According to the government,
the economic damage caused by the
blockades exceeds US$1.2 billion.

The main unions leading
the protests have rejected the
government’s calls for dialogue.

“Our hands are extended for
dialogue...But we also have the
protection of the constitution,” Paz

-AFP

said Monday.

His  administration  alleges
the protests are an attempt to
“undermine the democratic order”
and are led by fugitive former leftist
president Evo Morales.

The country’s first indigenous
president is in hiding from charges
of alleged trafficking of a minor,
which he denies.

During a speech on Wednesday
in his central coca-growing
stronghold of Chapare, Morales
threw down the gauntlet with Paz.

“If he’s so tough, let him come
and talk about social issues. Let
him come! We’ll show him how
to govern,” said Morales, who
was flanked by members of his
indigenous guard. —AFP

Mozambique to set up first vehicle assembly
plant through public-private partnership

MAPUTO — The Mozambican
government has approved the
launch of an international tender to
select a private partner to establish a
vehicle assembly plant.

The decision was announced
on Tuesday by government
spokesperson and Health Minister
Ussene Isse following a meeting of
the Council of Ministers.

According to Isse, the project
will be implemented under a
public-private partnership (PPP)
framework to help address the

country’s growing transportation
challenges  while  stimulating
domestic manufacturing capacity.

“The establishment of a vehicle
assembly plant in the country
emerges as a measure to address
the high costs of acquiring buses,
difficulties in designing buses
adapted to local realities, and the
need for greater flexibility in fleet
renewal,” he added.

The government expects the
initiative to improve both urban
and rural public transport systems

while encouraging private-sector

participation in the transport
industry.

The  project aligns  with
Mozambique’s energy transition
strategy and will promote the
adoption of cleaner transport

technologies powered by natural gas
and electricity, the government said.

The announcement comes as
Mozambique seeks to accelerate
industrialization and attract private
investment under the administration
of President Daniel Chapo. — Xinhua

Peru’s presidential candidate for the convervative Fuerza Popular (“People’s Force”)
party, Keiko Fujimori, speaks to members of the media outside her house in Lima

yesterday.

- AFP

Colombia moves to ban
female genital mutilation

BOGOTA — Colombia’s Senate
approved a law on Wednesday to ban
female genital mutilation (FGM), a
practice that persists in some of the
country’s Indigenous communities,
after two years of debate.

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) says the full or partial
removal of the clitoris causes
serious health damage, poses
a risk of death and violates the
fundamental rights of girls.

If approved by leftist President
Gustavo Petro, Colombia will
become the first country in Latin
America to pass such legislation.

The origins of the practice
in Colombia are unknown, and
NGO Equality Now believes it is
the only country in Latin America
where the practice continues.
Between 2020 and 2025, 204
FGMs were reported, but the
number is believed to be vastly

underreported.

In April, AFP travelled through
the western mountainous coffee-
growing regions, the ancestral
territories of Embera Chami and
Katio peoples, where FGM affects
hundreds of girls.

Alejandrina ~ Guasorna, a
74-year-old farmer, found out as
an adult that her clitoris had been
removed shortly after birth.

But she grew up surrounded
by the practice, and its deadly
consequences.

“They were bringing in dead
girls all the time,” she told AFP.
“We thought it was normal.”

Embera indigenous leader
Juliana Domico spoke out against
the practice on the Senate floor.

“This is not a cultural practice,
absolutely not. It is a harmful
practice that was imposed,” she
said. —AFP

Cuba says US oil blockade
preventing UN aid distribution

HAVANA - Cuba’s
government said yesterday that the
US oil blockade that has crippled
the island is preventing the United
Nations from distributing 170
containers of humanitarian aid.

US President Donald Trump
has set his sights on ending more
than six decades of communist
rule in Cuba.

In January, he cut off oil
supplies to Washington’s arch-foe
from its main supplier Venezuela
and threatened other countries
with sanctions if they came to
Cuba’s rescue.

Since then, only one oil tanker —
from Russia — has made it through.

Cuba’s Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodriguez said that 170 containers
of UN aid worth US$6.3 million
“is not reaching beneficiaries due
to the fuel shortage.”

Writing on X, he stressed that the
blockade was “not only hampering
the performance of the Cuban
economy” but also affecting the

work of international organisations.

The blockade, coupled with
expanded US sanctions that punish
companies doing business with the
Cuban state, has intensified the
worst economic and energy crisis
on the island in over a generation.

Parts of Havana have been
without power for up to 30 hours
at a time in recent days, and food,
running water and medicine are in
increasingly short supply.

Trump claims that Cuba, which
lies 150 kilometers off Florida’s
coast, poses a major threat to US
national security and floated the
possibility of a “friendly takeover”
of the island of 9.6 million
inhabitants.

On Monday, the UN’s High
Commissioner for Human
Rights Volker Tiirk called for
the US sanctions to be “lifted
immediately.”

“Children are dying because
doctors lack access to essential
medical supplies and medicines.
This is unacceptable,” he said.

—AFP
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World Cup set for kickoff after high ticket prices, visa issues dog buildup

Rob Woollard

MEXICO CITY — The World Cup kicked off
yesterday with co-hosts Mexico taking on South
Africa in the Mexico City Stadium in Mexico City,
" launching a sprawling tournament of 48 teams that
will last nearly six weeks.

The extravaganza hosted by the United States, Mexico
and Canada is the biggest World Cup in history, stretching
until the final in New Jersey on July 19.

It is projected to generate a record-breaking US$13 billion
in total revenue.

But football’s world governing body FIFA has faced
stinging criticism over the eye-watering costs of tickets
while Donald Trump’s immigration crackdown has seen a
top referee, Iranian team officials and fans refused entry to
the United States.

Speaking in Mexico City on Wednesday, FIFA president
Gianni Infantino launched a spirited defence of the
organisation of the tournament and brushed off criticism
over visa issues.

Infantino insisted that tickets - which in some cases have
topped US$30,000 - had been priced appropriately, citing a
small number of US$60 tickets that were made available in
response to criticism.

“Let me just say that our entry price, which is 60 dollars,
is the lowest entry price of any of the American sports in the
play-off phases,” Infantino said.

“Our average price which is below 500 dollars is again
the lowest of the American sports on average.”

‘We don’t control everything’
Infantino also played down the controversy surrounding
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Somali World Cup referee Omar Artan, who was refused
entry after arriving in Miami.

FIFA has since confirmed Artan, who the US State
Department said had “associated with suspected members of
terrorist organisations”, will play no part in the tournament.

“It is unfortunate what happened to the referee from
Somalia,” Infantino said.

“We don’t control everything... Sometimes it’s good to
chill, relax, we work on everything, we try to solve everything.”

Yesterday, European football’s governing body UEFA
announced that Artan had been selected to referee its
European Super Cup, between Paris Saint-Germain and
Aston Villa in August.

“Football is made to connect people, and UEFA wants
to show its respect to Omar and his outstanding officiating
skills, which had earned him such a prestigious nomination,”
said UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin.

FIFA leader Infantino also portrayed Iran’s participation
at the World Cup in the midst of its military conflict with the
US as a victory for his organisation.

“People were saying Iran couldn’t come to the World
Cup,” Infantino said.

“There are challenges, it’s not easy, but I don’t know who
else would have been able to ensure in these circumstances
- which we could not influence - Iran could come and play.”

Infantino’s close relationship with Trump has come under
scrutiny but the FIFA chief lavished praise on the US president.

“Without his engagement and involvement, I think it
would have been, simple as that, impossible to organise a
World Cup in the United States,” Infantino said of Trump.

Trump confirmed on Wednesday he plans to attend some
World Cup matches, without providing details.

in Mexico City yesterday.

“I spoke to Gianni this morning... he said there’s never
been anything close” to the success of the coming tournament,
Trump said.

Wall of noise

South Africa coach Hugo Broos warned his players to
block out a wall of sound during the opening match in the
Mexico City Stadium, a legendary venue that hosted the
1970 and 1986 World Cup finals.

“They will have 85,000 Mexicans shouting and singing.
But we have to focus on our game. And if we can do that...
then we can have a good game,” the Belgian said.

Mexico have not won any of their seven appearances in
an opening game. “We have to break the statistic,” coach
Javier Aguirre said.

“It will be another source of motivation.”

Hundreds of protesters returned to an area near Azteca
Stadium late Wednesday, most family members or relatives
of “disappeared people” alleged to have been killed or
kidnapped by Mexican authorities or criminal gangs.

Police set up a one-mile (1.6km) security perimeter
ahead of fans arriving yesterday and said that they would
allow peaceful protests, but only ticket holders would be able
to access the stadium.

South Korea and the Czech Republic play the second
game on the opening day, in Guadalajara.

Spain, France and England are the favourites, while
reigning champions Argentina will look to their 38-year-old
talisman Lionel Messi to drive them to the final.

England wrapped up their preparations on Wednesday
with a 3-0 win over a feisty Costa Rica in a match delayed by
an hour because of thunderstorms in Orlando. —AFP

Mexican fans gather in the fan zone ahead of the 2026 World Cup football tournament Group A match between Mexico and South Africa

- AFP

Football shorts

Players gain voice on FIFA
Council, says union

= PARIS — Professional
footballers will now
be represented at FIFA
Council meetings, players’ union FIF-
PRO said on Wednesday.

The union announced the agreement
with the game’s global governing body,
which will come into effect immedi-
ately, on the eve of the 2026 World Cup.

“Representatives will serve on
the Football Tribunal, FIFA’s judicial
bodies, several standing committees
and the Human Rights and Sustain-
ability Sub-Committee, reflecting a
shared commitment to ensuring that
players’ voices are further heard and
appropriately represented in FIFA’s
decision-making processes,” the play-
ers’ union said in a statement.

The agreement will also see FIFPRO
“be represented on the FIFA Council as
an observer with speaking rights”.

FIFPRO will work with FIFA
on player welfare, the international
match calendar and the transfer
system - issues on which the bodies
have frequently clashed.

The deal also provides for the with-
drawal of legal proceedings brought
against FIFA by FIFPRO, its continen-
tal divisions and member unions.

FIFPRO had filed a complaint with
the European Commission in October
2024 over the calendar, denouncing
the increasing workload placed on
professional players. —AFP

Ivory Coast supporters
banned from World Cup,
says fan body
o ABIDJAN — Ivory Coast
home-based fans have been
Q¥ denied visas to the United States,
the president of the national
supporters’ committee told AFP yesterday.
The run-up to the World Cup,
which kicked off yesterday, has been
dogged by the visa policies of the main
host nation, the United States. Somali
referee Omar Artan was turned away
Sunday and some support staff for the
Iranian team have been denied entry.
The Ivory Coast supporters group,
said Julien Kouadio Adonis, president

of the National Committee of
Elephants Supporters (CNSE), which

operates under the country’s Ministry
of Sport, organises trips for the
country’s small number of travelling
fans to follow the team abroad.

“The supporters have cancelled the
trip because the US government does
not want to see supporters from certain
countries, including Ivory Coast, on its
soil. The United States has been clear
with us, saying they do not want to see
our supporters,” said Kouadio.

“This situation hurts us deeply be-
cause it prevents us from fulfilling our
sacred duty, which is to support our team.”

Ivory Coast play two of their three
group matches in Philadelphia, against
Ecuador on June 15 and Curacao on
June 25 either side of a trip to Toronto
to face Germany.

In March, Kouadio told AFP he
hoped 500 fans would travel across
the Atlantic.

He said a handful of CNSE
officials had been authorised to travel
to the World Cup where they will be
“looked after the Ivorian supporters
based in the United States”, he said.

The CNSE estimates there will be
more than 1,000 at matches. — AFP
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Serena’s comeback at Queen’s over
after Mboko injury withdrawal

Steven Griffiths
%12 LONDON - Serena Wil-
@ liams® bid to win the Queen’s
Club doubles title on her return
to tennis came to a premature end
yesterday after the American legend’s
partner Victoria Mboko was forced to
withdraw from the tournament.

Williams sensationally returned
to action on Tuesday for the first time
in four years, partnering with Mboko
for a straight sets victory over Nicole
Melichar-Martinez and Erin Routliffe
in the first round.

The pair were due to play Leylah
Fernandez and Laura Siegemund in
the quarter-finals of the grass-court
event in west London today.

But Mboko pulled out just hours
before the last eight clash after failing
to recover from a left knee injury
suffered in the second set of her singles
match against Karolina Pliskova on
Wednesday.

World number nine Mboko, who
was injured after slipping on the court,
was unable to finish that match.

The 19-year-old Canadian was
visibly upset following her injury,
which effectively forced her into the
splits, and was heard telling physios
“there is no stability right now”.

Mboko opted mnot to risk
aggravating the injury by playing in
the doubles with Williams.

Tournament organisers confirmed
Mboko’s withdrawal from the doubles,
leaving Williams to wait to continue

her comeback in the Berlin Open
doubles next week.

Williams is reportedly set to
play alongside Karolina Muchova in
Berlin, with the 23-time Grand Slam
champion still pondering whether to
take her comeback tour to Wimbledon.

Captured the imagination

She is yet to reveal if she will play
any singles events during her shock
return to action, but told reporters
at Queen’s earlier this week that
she hadn’t ruled out featuring in the
Wimbledon doubles.

Williams would need a wildcard
from Wimbledon chiefs to feature at
the All England Club since she is not
ranked high enough to earn automatic
entry into the tournament.

The seven-time Wimbledon singles
champion also won six doubles titles
alongside her sister Venus at the grass-
court Grand Slam.

“They have been great about giving
me that space and time to decide,”
she said on Tuesday about potentially
playing at Wimbledon.

Asked if Williams would get
a wildcard spot if she wants one,
Wimbledon chief executive Sally
Bolton said yesterday: “I can’t answer
that question, but I guess what I can say
is we can all see how much excitement
Serena being back on a tennis court and
particularly on a grass court has created
and so one can only imagine what that
would be like at the Championships.

“The wild card committee will
formally make their decisions next week
and we’ll be communicating those, but
she has certainly created a fantastic buzz
and that’s exciting for the sport.”

Williams® return for her first
match in 1,375 days had captured the
imagination of the sporting world after
four years in retirement.

She said her comeback was
inspired by a desire to play in front
of her young daughters Olympia and
Adira, who were courtside to witness
their mother’s winning return on
Tuesday.

Her decision to pick up a racquet in
a competitive setting for the first time
since losing to Ajla Tomljanovic at the
2022 US Open had sparked questions
about the wisdom of the move.

But it was like she had never been
away in Tuesday’s doubles as Williams
produced her trademark thunderous
serve and fearsome ground-strokes to
the delight of a capacity crowd.

However, she wasn’t completely
satisfied with her first victory since
beating then world number two Anett
Kontaveit in the 2022 US Open second
round.

“Oh my god! What do you think? A
C minus?” she said when asked to rate
her performance.

“All the elements, considering
coming back on grass is probably not
the easiest surface. On the grass, four
years... Overall I think it was decent.”

—AFP

Unstoppable Antonelli admits rise
to F1 summit seems ‘crazy’

F1

MONTMELO, Spain — Teenage
sensation Kimi Antonelli said his
rise to the top of Formula One seems
“crazy” yesterday as the Mercedes
driver bids to win a sixth consecutive
race this weekend in the Catalunya
Grand Prix.

The 19-year-old Italian cruised to
victory in Monaco last weekend and
could become only the sixth driver to
claim six straight wins on Sunday at
Montmelo.

Antonelli leads the standings
by 66 points from Ferrari’s Lewis
Hamilton and his Mercedes team-
mate George Russell.

“Definitely if you would have

told me (about this) two years ago, |
would have told you (that) you were
crazy,” Antonelli told reporters.

“But I am happy to be in this posi-
tion, happy and glad for the opportunity
afforded to me and to the team, as the
car this year has been incredible.”

The back-to-back races in Monaco
and Barcelona kick off the European
stretch, which Antonelli said he
struggled with last season but ultimately
it helped shape his progress.

“I did doubt myself after that
difficult period in Europe,” he
explained.

“Last year [ got to know myself bet-
ter, so definitely considering how bad it
was in the moment, I am very grateful
how it happened because I grew a lot

and it taught me a lot about myself.”

Antonelli said he was not dwelling
on the championship battle.

“As for the championship, (I’m)
not really worrying about it,” he added.

“I know the opportunity that is
on the table, and of course I want to
make the best out of it.”

Hamilton and Red Bull Racing’s
Max Verstappen joked last week that
the advice they would give Antonelli
would be to wait for a couple of
seconds at the race start.

“Max and Lewis have been very
kind since I joined the sport, and very
supportive as well,” added Antonelli.

“I mean we are still competitors at
the end of the day, so they don’t want
to give too much away.” —AFP

China’s Dong stuns top seed at Australian Badminton Open

Badminton

SYDNEY — China’s Dong Tianyao
stunned top seed Chou Tien Chen
of Chinese Taipei here yesterday to
advance to the quarterfinals of the
Australian Badminton Open.

Dong, the world No. 73, came back
from a game down to beat Chou, the
world No. 6 and top seed in the men’s
singles draw 20-22, 21-16, 25-23 in
one hour and 27 minutes.

Dong will be joined in the
quarterfinals by compatriot Hu Zhe’an,
who defeated Chinese Taipei’s Wang

Tzu Wei 11-21, 21-15, 21-16.
Alongside Dong and Hu in the

men’s singles, seven Chinese doubles

teams also won yesterday to reach the

quarterfinals.
The world No. 1 pair of Feng
Yanzhe and Huang Dongping

defeated Malaysia’s Loo Bing Kun
and Noraqilah Maisarah 21-9, 21-8
in the mixed doubles, while second
seeds Guo Xinwa and Chen Fanghui
also came through, beating Chinese
Taipei’s Wu Hsuan-Yi and Yang Chu
Yun 11-21, 21-11, 21-12.

Top women’s doubles seeds Jia

Yifan and Zhang Shuxian overcame
a slow start to beat the American pair
of Francesca Corbett and Jennie Gai
19-21, 21-6, 21-19, while the team
of Luo Yi and Wang Tingge downed
Australians Laudya Chelsea Griselda
and Nozomi Shimizu 21-9, 21-12.

In the men’s doubles, fourth
seeds Chen Boyang and Liu Yi will
face Huang Di and Liu Yang in
the quarterfinals, with the winners
potentially meeting second seeds
Liang Weikeng and Wang Chang in
the semifinals after all three teams won
their matches in two games. — Xinhua
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Cuba’s Davisleidis Velazco celebrates winning the Women’s Triple Jump
event of the Oslo Diamond League athletics meeting in Oslo, Norway, on
Wednesday. - AFP

Bangladesh clinch 1**-ever

ODI series win over Australia
Cricket

DHAKA — Towhid Hridoy hit an unbeaten 40 as Bangladesh
won the second one-day international by five wickets yesterday
to clinch their first-ever series win against Australia in the
50-over format.

Chasing a DLS revised victory target of 192 in 41 overs in a
rain-hit match, Bangladesh eased home with 36 balls to spare in
Dhaka to take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match series.

Australia posted 187-8 in 42 overs with their innings cut short
and ended by rain after Marnus Labuschagne, who made an unbeaten
55, and Xavier Bartlett, who hit 52, rescued the visitors from 0-3.

Opening bowlers Mustafizur Rahman and Taskin Ahmed
took three wickets each.

The victory extended Bangladesh’s winning streak to five
consecutive home ODI series, following triumphs over Sri
Lanka, West Indies, Pakistan and New Zealand.

“It’s an amazing feeling, and the way we played this series,
we showed a lot of courage,” said Bangladesh vice-captain
Najmul Hossain Shanto.

“We have been working really hard (in the) last few months
and the way we played the last two matches, it’s outstanding.
And I’'m really proud to be a part of this team.”

Reigning ODI world champions Australia, who are missing
many of their top players, lost their second successive ODI series
after going down 2-1 to Pakistan earlier this month.

Shanto and Soumya Sarkar steadied the chase, putting on 86 runs for
the second wicket following Tanzid Hasan’s departure in the first over.

Both fell in quick succession having scored 42 each, with
Matt Renshaw dismissing Soumya and Riley Meredith removing
Shanto after a successful DRS review.

Litton Das fell for 18 and Mosaddek Hossain made 15 as the
innings threatened to wobble, but Towhid and captain Mehidy
Hasan Miraz (22 not out) held their nerve, sharing an unbeaten
51-run partnership to seal victory with 195-5.

Australia’s ‘below par’ total

Earlier Australia lost three batters for ducks inside two overs
in what became only the fourth instance in ODI history of a team
losing three wickets without scoring.

Taskin removed Matthew Short for the second time in as
many matches in the series, the opener shouldering arms to an
in-swinger that came back sharply to uproot his stumps.

Mustafizur then struck twice in the second over, drawing
outside edges from left-handers Cooper Connolly and Renshaw.

Alex Carey was caught at point off Mustafizur for 13.

Skipper Josh Inglis, who made 34, and Cameron Green, who
scored 25, fell to left-arm spinner Tanvir Islam and Australia
slumped further at 81-6.

Labuschagne and Bartlett then combined in a 103-run
seventh-wicket stand before Taskin returned for his third spell to
break the partnership, dismissing Bartlett.

Taskin bowled Adam Zampa on the next ball before Nathan
Ellis survived the hat-trick.

“Anytime you lose three wickets that early, it’s always tough
to recover,” said Inglis.

“I thought the partnership between Marnus and Xavier was
outstanding. They got us to a total that was probably below par,
but at least it gave us something to bowl at.”

Rain then halted play for nearly three hours. —AFP
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Julian Barnes wins top
Spanish literature prize

MADRID — Veteran British author Julian Barnes was
on Wednesday named the winner of Spain’s top literature
prize for decades of work that “offers a lucid, warm and
compassionate vision of humanity”.

The jury of the Princess of Asturias Award for Literature
“highlighted his status as an extraordinary storyteller and
essayist, gifted with humour and irony”, read the official
announcement.

Barnes, 80, “uses memory as a shaper of identity
without letting go of imagination, with love as an essential
principle”, the jury added.

“His work recreates, with a pro-European lens, the
history of literature, art, music and even gastronomy... which
singles him out within an especially brilliant generation of
British authors that has marked contemporary literature.”

Born in the English city of Leicester in 1946, Barnes has
penned 15 novels and 10 works of non-fiction in a career
that has earned top literary prizes in the UK and France.

Previous winners of the Princess of Asturias Award
include Japan’s Haruki Murakami, US writers Siri Hustvedt
and Paul Auster as well as Peruvian Nobel laureate Mario
Vargas Llosa.

“The measure of a prize always lies in the quality of
those who have previously received it, and I am more than
honoured to join the list of such distinguished names,”
Barnes said in a statement.

He published his first novel “Metroland” in 1980, about
the different paths taken by two childhood friends.

In the 1980s, Barnes penned four crime novels under
the name Dan Kavanagh, borrowing the surname of his
then wife and literary agent Pat Kavanagh, who died in
2008.

He was awarded the Man Booker Prize in 2011 for his
novel “The Sense of An Ending”, following three previous
unsuccessful nominations.

His last novel “Departure(s)” was published in January,
days after his 80" birthday, an anniversary he thought he
would never reach following a diagnosis for a rare form of
blood cancer six years earlier.

Founded in 1981, the Princess of Asturias Awards are the
most prestigious in the Spanish-speaking world and come
with prize money of 50,000 euros (US$57,750). — AFP

" |
This photo taken on May 24, 2019 shows British writer Julian

Barnes attending the HeadRead literary festival in Tallinn, capital
of Estonia. — Photo: WanderingTrade/Wikimedia Commons
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Workers walk past a promotion display at the FIFA Fan Festival in downtown Houston, Texas,
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global music stars

Raphael Hermano and Raphaelle Peltier

NEW YORK — The World Cup isn’t
only about soccer: FIFA is drawing on
music stars to elevate the competition
into a global cultural event, broadening
its reach beyond sports fans.

From world-famous artists
performing at the opening ceremonies
to an unprecedented Super Bowl-style
halftime show during the final, here is
what to expect.

A musical opening

The festivities begin on Wednesday,
on the eve of the tournament, with
concerts in Mexico City, Toronto, and
Los Angeles that combine international
superstars and major regional figures.

Big names include US pop singer
Katy Perry, Canadian artist Alanis
Morissette, US rapper Future, Brazilian
urban pop figure Anitta, Thai K-pop icon
Lisa, and Nigerian afrobeats star Rema.

They will perform alongside artists
with strong home country followings,
such as Mexican institution Los
Angeles Azules (“The Blue Angels™),
Bollywood singer Nora Fatehi, and
French rapper Vegedream.

“There’s a concerted effort around
the FIFA World Cup and their marketing
team to leverage music as a through line
to connect different audiences from
around the world,” said Clayton Durant,
a music industry entrepreneur and New
York University professor.

This initiative is not new: in 2021,
the organisation launched its FIFA
Sound programme, describing it as
“a strategy to connect with audiences
worldwide through shared passions of
football and music.”

Grand finale

The most striking event will be the
halftime of the final, on July 19 at the
MetLife Stadium in New Jersey.

For the first time, the show will
feature a concert with three global
headliners: US singer Madonna,
Colombian star Shakira, and South
Korean group BTS.

That lineup was conceived in the
“spirit of trying to unite the whole
world,” said Hugh Evans, head of
the NGO Global Citizen, which is
producing the show.

Imagined by Chris Martin, the
frontman of Coldplay, the halftime
performance is designed to highlight
“the best of humanity” and “all the
things that unite us,” Evans told AFP.

He said the amount spent on
producing the event is comparable to the
Super Bowl halftime show — the final of
the American football championship.
That is somewhere between US$10 and
USS$20 million, according to sources.

The artists themselves will be
performing for free.

The show is intended to support an
education fund that FIFA — regularly

accused of putting financial profits first
— has set up with Global Citizen.

For the official World Cup song,
FIFA turned to a safe bet: Shakira. She
was behind “Waka Waka,” the 2010
World Cup anthem that became a global
sensation.

Her new track “Dai Dai,” performed
with Nigerian singer Burna Boy, blends
Latin pop and afrobeats.

It appears on an official 18-track
album that includes the electro group
Major Lazer, reggacton artist Daddy
Yankee, and the Rolling Stones — once
again heavily mixing genres.

Artist exposure

The artists featured in these globally
broadcast concerts stand to gain a great
deal in visibility.

Durant said those performing
will see “fans who have maybe never
heard of them and really start to gain a
tonne of new attention and fandom and
consumption on their music and their
intellectual property.”

The World Cup also creates oppor-
tunities for more seasoned musicians
like Madonna, who at 67 has not had a
major success since “Confessions on a
Dance Floor” in 2005.

The July 19 concert represents a
chance for her to rekindle the spark
during the promotion of her new album
“Confessions II,” scheduled for release
on July 3. —AFP

World Weather

New York renames streets after Thierry Henry,
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Pelé ahead of World Cup

NEW YORK — New York has honoured two
footballing greats by temporarily renaming streets after
Thierry Henry and Pelé ahead of the World Cup kickoff,
according to the City Council.

The tournament — co-hosted by the United States,
Canada and Mexico — begins early today (Macau time)
and the final will be played next month at the MetLife
Stadium, rebranded as the New York New Jersey
Stadium, just outside the city.

Crowds gathered at West 50th Street and 6th Avenue
in downtown Manhattan to mark the unveiling of
“Thierry Henry Way” by officials, according to videos
posted to social media on Wednesday.

“Today, New York City honoured one of the greatest
to ever play the game,” New York City Council Member

Virginia Maloney wrote on Instagram.

The former Arsenal and Barcelona star, who was a
member of the France squad that won the 1998 World
Cup, said in a recorded message on Instagram, “I
can’t wait to walk around there the next time I go to
Rockefeller Centre or Radio City Music Hall.”

The 48-year-old raised his profile in the United
States after spending five seasons with New York Red
Bulls in Major League Soccer until 2014.

The city has also renamed the intersection of Shea
Road and Meridian Road, in the Queens borough, after
Brazilian legend Pelé, according to the New York City
Council website.

The street names will stay in place until November 1.

—AFP
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9. Gute hut deadly

One of three offspring of Heloderma
horridum charlesbogerti, (Guatemalan
beaded lizard) an endemic lizard in danger
of extinction, is seen at Aurora Zoo in
Guatemala City, Guatemala on Wednesday.
It marks the second birth of this
endangered species at the zoo, which runs
a captive breeding programme. — AFP
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Let's play!

The cattle drive sculpture by artist Robert
Summers, is pictured with footballs and scarves
during the FIFA 2026 World Cup at Pioneer
Plaza in Dallas, Texas yesterday. — AFP

A woman (rear right) stands near Edgar Degas’
sculpture ‘Petite danseuse de quatorze ans’
(Little Dancer of Fourteen Years), during a
media preview by Sotheby’s in central London
yesterday, to highlight masterpieces from the
Lewis Collection, estimated to be worth some
£200 million (US$267 million). — AFP

A calavera, a skull symbol associated with
Mexico’s Day of the Dead tradition, is pictured at
the entrance of the fan zone ahead of the 2026
World Cup football tournament Group A match
between Mexico and South Africa in Mexico City
yesterday. - AFP

Extra special haby

A young greater bamboo lemur born in captivity
at the Besangon Zoological Park in France on
May 6, hangs onto its mother in Besangon, in
central-eastern France, on Wednesday.

The greater bamboo lemur is a critically
endangered species, and its reproduction in
captivity is extremely rare. - AFP

Breath-taking sight

A medium size iceberg floats in the Atlantic
Ocean near Signal Hill off the coast of St.
John’s, Newfoundland, Canada, on May 25.
Icebergs break off from Baffin Island and
Greenland every spring and drift down

the stretch of water along the coast of
Newfoundland and Labrador known as
“Iceberg Alley.” - AFP




