
Tony Wong
Xia Baolong, who heads both the 

Hong Kong and Macao Work Office 
(HKMWO) of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central Committee 
and the Hong Kong and Macao 
Affairs Office (HKMAO) of the 
State Council, paid a four-day fact-
finding visit to Zhuhai City, including 
Hengqin, between Monday and 
yesterday, according to a HKMWO-
HKMAO statement.

Xia’s tour, according to 
the statement, focused on the 
central authorities’ initiatives to 
support Hong Kong and Macau 
in proactively aligning with the 
nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan, deeply 
participating in the development of 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA), and better 
integrating into and serving the 
nation’s overall development.

The 11-member GBA consists 
of nine prefecture-level cities 
in Guangdong Province and the 
nation’s two special administrative 
regions of Hong Kong and Macau.

The province comprises a total 
of 21 prefecture-level cities.

The 106-square-kilometre 
Hengqin island in Zhuhai City is 
officially known as Guangdong-
Macao In-Depth Cooperation 

Zone in Hengqin, following its 
inauguration in September 2021. 
The adjacent island is three times 
the size of the Macau Special 
Administrative Region (MSAR).

The neighbouring city of 

Zhuhai, which covers 1,725 square 
kilometres, is one of the nine 
Guangdong GBA cities.

According to yesterday’s 
HKMWO-HKMAO statement, Xu 
Qifang, the HKMWO-HKMAO 

executive deputy director, and 
Zheng Xincong, the director of 
the Liaison Office of the Central 
People’s Government in the MSAR, 
joined Xia’s four-day fact-finding 
visit, while MSAR Chief Executive 
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European !rms’ growing presence 
in China a rebuttal to ‘de-risking’ 
narrative: FM spokesperson

 European firms’ growing presence in China is the most 
powerful rebuttal to the so-called “de-risking” narrative, foreign 
ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said yesterday.  – Story on p. 7

Hezbollah chief rejects truce, demands 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon

Hezbollah’s chief yesterday rejected a conditional truce 
announced by Lebanese and Israeli envoys, demanding 
instead a comprehensive ceasefire as he threatened northern 
Israel with new attacks.                 –  Story on p. 11

Portugal to !rmly uphold int’l law as 
UN Security Council member: president

Portuguese President António José Seguro said on 
Wednesday that Portugal will firmly uphold international 
law during its tenure on the UN Security Council. 

  – Story on p. 12 

This photo released yesterday shows Xia Baolong (front, centre), director of the Hong Kong and Macao Work Office (HKMWO) of 
the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and the State Council’s Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office (HKMAO), 
looking at a robot in the City University of Macau Advanced Research Institute (Hengqin) during his four-day inspection visit to 
Zhuhai including Hengqin.                          – Photo: HKMWO-HKMAO

Xia visits Zhuhai incl Hengqin, 
stresses HK & Macau’s alignment with 

nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan

Sam Hou Fai participated in Xia’s 
fact-finding tour when it took place 
in the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth 
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin.

Zheng is also one of the four 
currently serving HKMWO-
HKMAO deputy directors.

The photos released together 
with the statement show that 
Secretary for Administration and 
Justice Wong Sio Chak, Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture 
Wallis O Lam, and Secretary 
for Transport and Public Works 
Raymond Tam Vai Man also joined 
Xia’s inspection tour in Hengqin.

Continued on p.6

Artistes perform during the Third World Conference of Sinologists in Dunhuang, northwest Gansu 
Province, on Wednesday. – Story on p.8       – Xinhua 

Putin says Russia must strengthen 
air defences after Ukraine strikes

SAINT PETERSBURG – Russia must 
strengthen its air defences, President Vladi-
mir Putin said yesterday, a day after Ukrainian 
drones struck an oil terminal and naval base in 
Saint Petersburg where a key economic forum 
is taking place.

Putin made the comments during a meet-
ing with foreign journalists in the city, speaking 
on the sidelines of the flagship Saint Petersburg 
International Economic Forum (SPIEF).

“Russia has an air defence system. Yes, we 
must improve it. Yes, we must strengthen it. 
And we will do so,” the Russian leader said.

Putin added that Russia was considering 
expanding the use of its hypersonic Oreshnik 
missile against targets in Ukraine, saying the 
weapon had not yet been used in the “full 
sense of the word”.

The missile travels 10 times the speed of 
sound.

Russia has fired the missile at Ukraine on 
at least three occasions.

When asked about whether Russia’s offen-
sive against Ukraine had become a “strategic 
disaster”, Putin said that Russia was “advanc-
ing along the entire line of contact”.       – AFP
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Commentary by Manuel Silvério
Independent sports analyst and consultant 
in regional development
(Former public official with international 
experience and long-standing dedication to 
public policy and sports development)

An Old Model Still Shaping the 
Present

For a long time, sport in Macau had a 
clear driving force: clubs and community 
associations.

Before and after the 1970s, within an 
institutional environment that was still 
limited and with relatively little public 
intervention, these structures sustained 
local sports activity. They organised 
events, mobilised participants, and ensured 
external representation. In many cases, they 
performed functions similar to those later 
assumed by territorial sports associations.

Competitive opportunities were also 
limited. For many years, sporting activities with 
Hong Kong and neighbouring cities constituted 
the main platform for external competition. 
Although modest in scale, they played an 
important role in creating competitive habits, 
developing a sporting culture, and increasing 
the visibility of local sport.

That legacy deserves recognition. But 
today’s context is different.

Macau has changed. Society has changed. 
Resources are different. Sport now requires 
higher levels of organisation, qualification, 
and coordination. The traditional model, on 
its own, can no longer adequately respond to 
current demands.

A System Facing Difficulties in 
Continuity

Over the years, Macau’s sports system has 
developed around the principle of autonomy 
for associations. This principle is legitimate 
and has contributed to the sector’s stability. 
However, in many cases, structures were 
preserved without being provided with the 
necessary means to respond to an increasingly 
demanding sporting environment.

Today, the reality is clear.

A large part of the associations’ efforts is 
concentrated on immediate tasks: organising 
local competitions, ensuring participation 
in regional and international events, and 
complying with administrative requirements. 
In most cases, this work still depends heavily 
on voluntary dedication.

Under these conditions, it becomes 
difficult to reconcile day-to-day management 
with a long-term development strategy.

There is insufficient time to invest in 
training.

There is insufficient capacity to plan 
development pathways.

There is insufficient structure to support 
young athletes in their transition to higher 
competitive levels.

The system is able to function, but 
struggles to evolve.

At club level, the situation is not very 
different. Many young athletes enter the 
system to compete, but not always within a 
clearly defined development pathway. They 
participate and represent Macau, but do not 
always find the conditions for continuity and 
sustained progression.

The problem is not entry into the system; 
it is permanence within it.

Meanwhile, the context has changed, but 
the model has not always adapted accordingly.

In recent years, major sporting events 
have increasingly involved the participation 
of Macau’s six gaming concessionaires and 
other private entities with strong financial and 
organisational capacity. Recent experience 
has shown that this model can work.

But this evolution raises an important 
question.

If part of the responsibility for major 
sporting events begins to be assumed by 
entities outside the public structure, then 
an opportunity emerges for public bodies 
to concentrate more capacity on what has 
long remained secondary: the structural 
development of sport.

This change should be fully utilised.
Because Macau’s problem is no longer 

merely a lack of conditions. Today there 
are infrastructures, funding, partners, and 

regional integration.
What is truly missing is coordination.
At a time when Macau seeks to strengthen 

its role as a regional platform of connection, 
sport should not be viewed merely as a 
sectoral activity. It can also function as an 
instrument for training, regional cooperation, 
and internal development.

More Space, More Training, 
Greater Regional Integration

The shortage of training facilities 
remains one of the main limiting factors 
in sports development. In many cases, the 
priority given to competitions reduces the 
availability of space for regular training and 
development.

This problem cannot be solved merely by 
building more infrastructure. It also requires 
better use of existing resources and a broader 
vision of regional cooperation.

Such cooperation should not be limited to 
Zhuhai or Hengqin. Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
Foshan, Dongguan, and Hong Kong may 
also become strategic partners, depending on 
the specific needs of each sport.

What matters is not only geographical 
proximity, but the ability to transform that 
proximity into concrete opportunities for train-
ing, competition, exchange, and development.

For a small territory such as Macau, this 
openness to the outside should not be viewed 
as an exception, but as an integral part of its 
development strategy.

Another important issue is the 
administrative burden.

Many associations spend a significant 
part of their time responding to bureaucratic 
requirements and formal procedures. This 
reality is understandable, but it has clear 
consequences: it reduces the capacity to 
plan, monitor, and develop.

In this context, it would make sense to 
create, within the Sports Bureau, a technical and 
administrative support mechanism for sports 
associations and community organisations.

A simple and practical structure 
aimed at supporting procedures, reducing 
bureaucratic burdens, and strengthening 

technical follow-up. Rather than increasing 
mechanisms of control, the objective should 
be to free up capacity for what truly matters.

The role of the Sports Bureau itself may 
also evolve.

Historically focused on financial support 
for associations and the management of 
sports facilities, the bureau performs an 
indispensable function. Yet there is room 
to strengthen technical support, continuous 
follow-up, and structured coordination 
within the system.

Training Professionals, Not 
Only Teachers

Higher education can also play a more 
active role in the development of the sports 
system.

The Faculty of Physical Education and 
Sports at the Macao Polytechnic University 
has the capacity not only to train teachers, 
but also to prepare professionals specialised 
in sports management, administration, 
organisation, and institutional operation.

Sports development does not depend 
solely on athletes and coaches. It also 
depends on professionals capable of plan-
ning, organising, managing, and evaluating 
policies, structures, and activities.

This is a real need within the system.
Experience has already shown that 

this path is viable. Over the years, several 
graduates have joined the Sports Bureau and 
other structures related to the sector. The 
next step should be to consolidate these links 
and transform them into more strategic and 
structured cooperation.

Training should not be limited to 
physical education teaching. It should also 
include areas such as sports management, 
event organisation, technical preparation, 
administration, and practical articulation 
with the concrete needs of different sports 
disciplines.

It is precisely at this level that Macau’s 
sports sector may build more stable, more 
qualified, and more consistent foundations 
for the future.

(To be continued)

Monthly Analysis

Notes of a Public Servant in Sport (III) — What Is Missing 
in Macau’s Sports Development

Named “FetalFlex”, the model 
uses anatomical structures and 
multimodal information to generate 
foetal ultrasound images across 
different scanning planes, the 
statement noted, adding that it is the 
first unified framework capable of 
flexibly generating multiple foetal 
ultrasound views without requiring 
retraining for each specific plane. ‘

Foetal ultrasound examinations 
play a critical role in prenatal care, 
allowing doctors to assess foetal 
development and detect congenital 
abnormalities through images 
obtained from multiple angles, the 
statement said, adding that building 
comprehensive datasets for training 
radiologists and AI systems remains 
challenging, particularly for rare 
and complex foetal abnormalities 
that occur infrequently and have 
numerous subtypes. 

According to the research team, 
FetalFlex addresses this challenge 
by generating both normal and 
abnormal foetal ultrasound images, 
including clinically meaningful 

abnormal cases even when no 
abnormal sample data are available, 
the statement said, noting that this 
capability fills an important gap in 
medical image generation and could 
support the development of more 
reliable diagnostic AI systems.

Extensive testing on multi-
centre datasets showed the model 
achieved advanced image quality 
and strong agreement with 
radiologists’ visual assessments, the 
statement underlined, pointing out 
additional evaluations suggested 
that the generated abnormal images 
have potential clinical value.

The statement also said that 
incorporating FetalFlex-generated 
images into downstream deep 
learning tasks significantly improved 
model performance, aiming to 
offer a practical solution to the 
chronic shortage of foetal ultra-
sound data. 

The research, titled “FetalFlex: 
Anatomy-Guided Diffusion Model 
for Flexible Control on Foetal 
Ultrasound Image Synthesis”, was 

published in the Medical Image 
Analysis journal, the statement said. 
The research team said that the 
technology could provide radiologists 
with more diverse training materials, 
including rare abnormal cases, while 
enabling doctors to simulate various 
conditions through anatomy-level 
image editing for educational and 
clinical purposes, the statement 
underlined.  

MPU researchers develop AI model to advance foetal ultrasound imaging 
Khalel Vallo

A research team from the public 
Macao Polytechnic University 
(MPU) has developed a generative 
artificial intelligence (AI) model 
capable of producing controllable 
foetal ultrasound images across 
multiple imaging planes, a 
breakthrough that could help 
address longstanding data shortages 
in prenatal medicine and AI-assisted 
diagnosis, according to an MPU 

statement yesterday. 
The research was led by Tan 

Tao and Patrick Pang Cheong Iao, 
both associate professors from the 
university’s Faculty of Applied 
Sciences, alongside doctoral student 
Duan Yaofei, the statement said.

The project was conducted 
in collaboration with Shenzhen 
University, Shenzhen Duying 
Medical Technology Co. Ltd. 
and seven medical centres. 
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Rui Pastorin
The Macau Catholic Centre’s June 12 opening ceremony has 

been postponed, the centre announced in a statement yesterday, 
citing “technical construction issues”.

The blessing ceremony which had been scheduled for June 13 and 
the inauguration of the exhibitions “We Build the Future with an Eye 
to the Past” and “Witness to the Heritage, Mission in the World”, 
both major projects commemorating the 450th anniversary of the 
Catholic Diocese of Macau, have therefore also been postponed.

“We extend our most sincere apologies to all sectors and 
friends for any inconvenience caused by this postponement”, the 
centre highlighted in the statement, calling on members of the 
public to stay abreast of the situation.

The 17-storey Catholic Centre is located at the junction of 
Avenida da Praia Grande and Rua do Campo. Reconstruction 
began on September 8, 2021, with the new centre integrating a 
hotel, dining facilities, lecture halls, conference rooms, exhibition 
spaces, and multi-purpose activity rooms. 

Macau Catholic Centre Macau Catholic Centre 
postpones opening, cites postpones opening, cites 

‘technical construction issues’‘technical construction issues’

Pedestrians walk by the 17-storey Macau Catholic Centre earlier this week. 

– Photo: Rui Pastorin  

Rui Pastorin
One Central Macau yesterday unveiled its all new, 

partially opened lifestyle space on its second floor, 
introducing upgrades, along with new dining and retail 
outlets during a media tour yesterday.

A new theme found across the second floor is South 
Korea’s “Brunch Brother”, marking its Macau debut 
with the “BRUNCH SOCIETY at One Central Macau”, 
featuring characters found across five themed zones, 
including interactive experiences such as the “One Central 
Bakery” for youngsters and their families.

Among the shop highlights is Italian café and pastry 
shop COVA’s recently opened branch at the mall (“cova” is 
Italian for “cave”), and the upcoming return of “Morton’s 
Grille” to Macau, marking the US steakhouse’s return to 
the city with an official opening slated within this month, 
according to information from the mall.

Other shops already operating and introduced 
yesterday were “ARTI_SENSELAB Multi-Aesthetic Art 
Space” that features collectibles, pet friendly products and 
global intellectual property (IP) merchandise. Right next 
to it is the “PEAK HOUR HOUSE” featuring lifestyle 

products, along with natural ingredient personal care 
and beauty products. Cigars from around the world are 
meanwhile being sold by “REGAL ELITE”, while “The 
Mineral Boutique” centres on beauty and wellness.

Meanwhile, art pieces are showcased at “Artelli”, 
while a selection of imported health products, Chinese and 
Western medicines, and ginseng, among others, are featured 
at Oasis H&B, according to information from the mall.

Dennis Chan’s gourd-shaped, contemporary-art 
character HAHALULU, is meanwhile continuing to be 
showcased in the mall’s atrium through the 3.4-metre-tall 
“HAHALULU Wishing Gourd Tree” and at the waterfront 
promenade with a four-metre-tall inflatable. The showcase 
is part of the MGM x HAHALULU x One Central Macau 
Trend Art Exhibition.

More shops are set to open later this year, with 
“Yakiniku Zanmai” and “Mikawa no Sato” set to offer 
Japanese fare, along with matcha products at “THE 
MATCHA TOKYO”. Other shops include “TAK”, which 
offers fusion cuisine, Taiwanese brand “TianYu Noodles”, 
as well as “Liège Waffle”, a brand that sells coffee and 
waffles, among others. 

One Central Macau unveils new 
2nd !oor lifestyle space

This photo taken yesterday shows the entrance to Morton’s 

Grille, which is set to open later this month.

This photo taken yesterday shows part of the second-floor 
lifestyle space at One Central Macau. – Photos: Rui Pastorin
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This photo provided by MGM on Monday shows Italian wine producers, institutional 
partners, wine professionals and aficionados explore the offerings presented at “Vino 
Condiviso 2026 Macau, Viva Italia” in MGM COTAI last Friday.

Rui Pastorin
Integrated resort operator Galaxy Macau has 

entered a three-year partnership with Trip.com Group 
from this year through 2029.

The partnership, according to a Galaxy Macau 
statement on Wednesday, leverages Trip.com Group’s 
“expansive global membership ecosystem” and the 
integrated resort’s expertise in venue operations and the 
holding of large-scale events, with the partnership also 
including Macau’s largest indoor arena, Galaxy Arena.

Through this partnership, both parties will “deepen 

integration across event curation, execution and 
distribution, while unlocking new layers of value 
through show-viewing privileges over cross-platform 
membership. The result is designed to deliver a more 
seamless, diversified and elevated experience for 
audiences on-ground entertainment delivery”, the 
statement pointed out.

The statement noted that the partnership “marks 
a pivotal step forward in advancing the integration of 
culture and tourism, a priority theme shaping the next 
phase of regional tourism development”.

Rui Pastorin
Italian wine producers, institutional partners, 

wine professionals and aficionados were gathered 
at Vista for the MGM-hosted “Vino Condiviso 
2026 Macau, Viva Italia” last Friday, with over 250 
attendees and over 100 Italian wine labels presented.

“Vino Condiviso” means “shared wine” in 
Italian.

According to a statement on Monday, the 
one-night event at MGM COTAI was a highlight 
among the integrated resort operator’s curated 
wine experiences, being part of the company’s “An 
Epicurean Journey through Fine Vintages” May 
wine campaign.

The statement said that during the event, 
attendees “explored Italy’s rich winemaking legacy, 

from historic traditions to contemporary innovation, 
through distinctive terroirs* and indigenous grape 
varieties from northern to southern Italy, including 
renowned wine regions such as Piemonte, Veneto, 
Tuscany and Sicily”.

The selection also highlighted indigenous 
single-varietal wines, while guests also had a chance 
to win selected Italian wines and MGM F&B dining 
vouchers for MGM’s award-winning restaurants.

The statement added that MGM also curated a 
“gastronomic showcase” featuring MGM’s One-
Michelin-starred Sichuan cuisine restaurant Five 
Foot Road, as well as Grill 58.

* Terroirs is a French concept that describes 
how a specific region’s environment shapes the taste 
of a product—like wine, coffee, or cheese. - Gemini

Galaxy Macau, Trip.com Group 
ink 3-year deal

                                         MGM hosts ‘Vino Condiviso 2026 Macau, Viva Italia’

Galaxy Entertainment 
Group (GEG) Executive Vice 
President of Entertainment 
Services Jeffrey Jiang (right) 
poses with Trip.com Group 
Vice President Echo He during 
a recent ceremony held at 
Galaxy Auditorium to mark 
the three-year partnership. – 
Photo: Galaxy Macau

Stefan Hammond

Survivor is an aspirational reality TV show which 
features Americans in an isolated setting tormenting one 
another to win a cash prize.

The show’s success spurred the UFC to create The 
Ultimate Fighter in 2005. Sixteen MMA hopefuls were 
cooped up in a house and given elimination fights which 
culminated in a final fight with a UFC contract as the prize.

That punch-up – between Forrest Griffin and 
Stephan “American Psycho” Bonnar – was an absolute 
slobberknocker* that put the UFC on the fight entertainment 
map. The promotion sought to repeat that success with The 
Ultimate Fighter China in 2013.

TUF Middle Kingdom
Middleweight Cung Le served as head coach for the show, 

overseeing Team Sky Dragons and Team Flying Lions. While 
both teams had some standout fighters, early attention focused 
on yoga instructor Li Jinying, who had no fighting experience 
and said he was reluctant to punch other contestants. After two 
rounds of sparring with one of the assistant coaches, Li quit 
and was replaced by an alternate.

The finale, held in Macau during UFC Fight Night: Kim 
vs. Hathaway in March 2014, proved more salubrious as 
Zhang “The Warrior” Lipeng (张立鹏) defeated Wang “The 
Fire Kylin” Sai (王赛) and earned the precious contract. But 
neither fighter went far in the UFC. The organisation found 
little success with the Chinese...the men, anyway.

Soft (punching) power
When the UFC debuted in Macau in November 2012, 

women weren’t allowed to fight. In 2026, a squad of Chinese 
women –headed by former strawweight champ Zhang 
“Magnum” Weili (张伟丽) – spearhead the UFC’s efforts in 
greater China, boosting the international profile of the Las 
Vegas-based organisation.

Zhang’s popularity is based on her positive attributes: 
she’s a dominant and winning fighter, she’s respectful 
of her opponents, and she’s personable. She represents 
Chinese soft power: the concept that success in cultural 

areas translates to a positive image overseas.
Movies and music face linguistic barriers, but knockouts 

require no translation. Zhang, whose signature walkout song 
is “Swordsman & Sea of Laughter” (沧海一声笑) from the 
1992 Cantonese film Swordsman II (笑傲江湖II東方不敗), 
thus serves as an unofficial ambassador for the nation.

Soft power is based on persuasion, and in 2019, Zhang 
persuaded the UFC to award her a championship belt by 
knocking out Brazilian Jéssica “Bate Estaca” (“Pile Driver”) 
Andrade in the first round. Her star has risen since.

Doctor Sleep
Friday night’s Road to UFC: Macau Day 2 event 

witnessed the rise of another Chinese soft ambassador from 
the pugilistic realm. In the main event, straw weight Shi 
Ming (石铭), a 27-year-old fighter from Kunming, trapped 
Indian fighter Puja Tomar in an arm triangle choke, forcing 
Tomar to tap out.

The submission victory added onto Shi’s reputation 
after her November 2024 headkick finish of Feng “Little 
Flower” (冯萧灿) Xiaocan, a knockout so spectacular that 
commentator Michael Bisping immediately dubbed Shi 
“Doctor Sleep”: “Doctor” because Shi holds a Master’s 
degree from the Yunnan University of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine (TCM), and “Sleep” from the impromptu naps she 
dishes out to her opponents. The diminutive yet muscular 
strawweight fights in the same division as Zhang Weili and 
perennial contender Yan Xiaonan (闫晓楠).

While Zhang wasn’t fighting in Macau, she was in 
attendance, along with flyweight champion Valentina “Bullet” 
Shevchenko from Kyrgyzstan, welterweight Li “The Leech” 
Jingliang (李景亮) and flyweight Wang “The Joker” Cong 
(王聪). Wang seeks to improve her already impressive 9-1 
record when she battles Tracy Cortez in Las Vegas this July.

* “Slobberknocker” refers to a fiercely contested, 
highly physical, or violent confrontation—most commonly 
a hard-hitting sports match or a chaotic fistfight. The 
word is a colourful English compound combining slobber 
(saliva/drool) and knocker (one who strikes). The literal 
imagery implies a blow so powerful that it knocks the spit 
or drool right out of someone’s mouth. – Gemini 

Fight like a Chinese girlFight like a Chinese girl

Feng “Little Flower” Xiaocan (left) trades kicks with Kyrgyzstans Farida 
Abdueva at “Road to UFC Macau” Day 2, at Galaxy Arena in Cotai last 
Friday.  – Photos: Getty Images and UFC

Headliner Shi Ming is declared the winner during her bout at “Road to 
UFC Macau” Day 2, at Galaxy Arena in Cotai last Friday.  
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Armindo Neves
The government-appointed 

Northern District Community 
Service Consultative Council 
held its regular monthly meeting 
yesterday, during which councillors 
urged the local government to 
address zebra-crossing safety.

The nearly two-hour meeting 
was held at the Patane Activity 
Centre on Avenida de Demétrio 
Cinatti (爹美刁施拿地大馬路).

The first part of the meeting was 
open to the media, with councillors 
raising various issues one by one, 
before the proceedings continued 
behind closed doors.

Last month, a fatal traffic 
accident occurred on Avenida do 
Conselheiro Borja (青洲大馬路), 
in which a 10-year-old boy lost his 
life on a zebra crossing, sparking 
widespread public concern, sadness 
and anger. Councillors pointed 
out that this was not the first such 
incident, as a similar fatal zebra-
crossing accident occurred on the 
same road in 2013, showing that 

Macau’s traffic environment has yet 
to meet the goal of “safe travel”.

According to a previous news 
article by the Post, in June 2013, a 
nine-year-old student was struck by 
a lorry travelling at high speed while 
walking across a zebra crossing 
in Avenida do Conselheiro Borja. 
The lorry ran over the boy and 
only came to a stop several metres 
further down the road. The student 
was rushed to hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead.

Council deputy convenor Chang 
Kam Pui said that although the 
government has continued to adjust 
traffic arrangements, stepped up 
public awareness campaigns, and 
increased enforcement of traffic 
regulations over the years, serious 
traffic accidents are still occurring. 

He suggested making the use 
of internationally recognised visual 
colour schemes for zebra crossings 
mandatory. He also recommended 
installing rumble strips – no more 
than 0.6 cm high – alongside 
additional signage in front of 

crossings, and strengthening road 
lighting, particularly under flyovers. 

Councillor Ip Weng Hong cited 
data from the Public Security Police 
(PSP), indicating that 247 cases of 
failing to give way to pedestrians 
at crossings were recorded between 
January and April this year – an 
increase of 17.62 per cent compared 
with the same period last year. 
He recommended accelerating 
the resumption of the legislative 
amendment process for the Road 
Traffic Law, establishing a more 
rigorous legal framework, and 
exploring the introduction of AI 
enforcement systems to support 
traffic policing through new 
technology.

Fellow councillor Cheang Hoi 
Fai also pointed out that, as of May 
27, the number of traffic violations 
this year involving failure to give 
way at zebra crossings had reached 
326, a sharp increase of 32 per cent 
compared with the same period last 
year. He recommended accelerating 
the deployment of technology-

based enforcement, introducing AI-
powered 24/7 surveillance systems 
to tackle violations, installing 
more pedestrian crossings with all-
directional phasing*, and increasing 
penalties to deter dangerous driving 
at its source.

‘Tourism & Leisure Bus’ 
carries 7,800 passengers

During the post-meeting press 
briefing, the council’s deputy 
convenor, Chan Ian Ian, cited a 
statement released by the Economic 
and Technological Development 
Bureau (DSEDT) during the closed-
door session regarding the results 
of the trial run of the government-
initiated “Tourism & Leisure Bus” 
programme.

According to Chan, the bus 
programme, which got off the 
ground on April 25, operates three 
routes. As of May 31, a total of 7,847 
passenger trips had been recorded, 
of which 2,078 passengers alighted 
at community bus stops**. The 
stops in Zape, Hong Kung Temple 

Square, and Rotunda de Carlos da 
Maia (colloquially known as “Three 
Lamps”) were the most popular.

Chan added that during the trial 
period, there was no noticeable 
increase in traffic pressure across 
the various districts, nor were 
there any reports of overcrowding 
or poor environmental hygiene. 
The bureau will continue to gather 
public feedback and refine the 
scheme’s arrangements, with the 
aim of guiding tourists into local 
communities and driving business 
opportunities for small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), she said. 

* This is the technical term for a 
traffic signal cycle where all vehicular 
traffic stops completely, allowing 
pedestrians to cross in every direction 
at once – including diagonally. 
The arrangement is also known as 
scramble crossings. – Gemini 

** A community bus stop 
generally refers to a designated 
stopping point for a local, specialised 
bus service rather than a standard, 
main-line city bus. – Gemini 

A woman leaves a floral tribute on the pavement next to the zebra crossing on Avenida do Conselheiro Borja near its junction 
with Avenida do Almirante Lacerda on May 28, where a 10-year-old boy died after being hit by a car on the day prior. 

Northern District Community Service Consultative Council Deputy Convener Chan 

Ian Ian (right) and fellow councilor Chan Ka In look on during yesterday’s press 

briefing after the government-appointed council’s closed-door meeting at the Patane 
Municipal Market Complex.                 – Photos: Armindo Neves

Councillors demand safer zebra crossings after boy killed 
in northern district

Khalel Vallo
The Meteorological and 

Geophysical Bureau (SMG) said 
in a statement yesterday that a 
tropical depression that formed 
in the northeastern South China 
Sea is expected to move towards 
China’s Taiwan region, making 
the issuance of tropical cyclone 
warning signals in Macau unlikely 
under the current forecast track.

In an update issued yesterday 
afternoon, the observatory said the 
low-pressure area had intensified 
into a tropical depression and was 
forecast to move north-eastward 
over the next two days, generally 
heading towards Taiwan, noting 
that the possibility of issuing 
tropical cyclone warnings in 
Macau remains relatively low 
unless the system takes a more 
northerly path and approaches the 
coast of Guangdong. 

While the tropical depression 
was unlikely to hit Macau directly, its 
outer bands could still worsen local 

weather, the observatory warned. 
It pointed out that the system’s 
subsiding airflow will trap intense 
heat over the city today, driving 
temperatures to extreme highs.

The observatory also issued 
an “Orange” Hot Weather 
Alert yesterday, warning that 
temperatures in some areas of 
Macau could reach or exceed 
36 degrees Celsius, and advised 
residents to take precautions 
against heatstroke, avoid prolonged 
outdoor activities under direct 
sunlight and drink plenty of water. 

Macau has a two-level hot 
weather alert system. 

“Orange” is the local 
observatory’s highest hot weather 
alert. It is issued when weather 
conditions become more severe, 
typically when temperatures are 
forecast to hit 36 degrees Celsius 
or above, depending on urban heat 
factors and duration.

While “Orange” warns of 
“extremely hot” weather, the 

“Yellow” warning forecasts “very 
hot” weather, which is issued 
when the maximum temperature 
is expected to reach 33 degrees 
Celsius or above.

In addition, the statement also 
said that a combination of intense 
daytime heat and atmospheric 
instability was expected to trigger 
convective activity*, increasing 
the likelihood of thunderstorms 
during the afternoon. 

The weather station urged 
residents to remain attentive to 
weather developments and monitor 
official announcements, as well 
as to follow its latest weather 
information, alerts and warning 
signals as conditions evolve. 

*In meteorology, convective 
activity refers to atmospheric 
processes driven by vertical 
motion where warm, moist air rises 
and cooler air sinks. Convective 
activity ranges from isolated, brief 
showers to severe thunderstorms. – 
DeepSeek 

This image released by the Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau (SMG) last night 
shows the expected track of a tropical depression heading towards China’s Taiwan 
region and Japan. 

No typhoon warning expected as storm edges towards Taiwan
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Armindo Neves
The Commission Against 

Corruption (CCAC) announced in 
a statement yesterday that it has 
busted an education institution 
for defrauding subsidies of the 
Education and Youth Development 
Bureau’s (DSEDJ) Continuing 
Education Development Plan.

According to the statement, 
CCAC received a referral from 
the Commission of Audit (CA), 
suspecting irregularities in a 
subsidised course offered by an 
educational institution. A CCAC 
investigation then revealed that the 
person in charge of the educational 
institution, along with 13 residents, 
was suspected of defrauding 
funding from the “Continuing 
Education Development Plan”, the 
statement said.

Upon further investigation, 
according to the statement, the 
CCAC discovered that since 
September 2023, the educational 
institution had been successively 
running multiple courses subsidised 
under the 2023–2026 “Continuing 
Education Development Plan”. 

The person in charge of the 
institution used inducements 
such as supermarket vouchers 
to entice relatives, friends, and 
other residents to enrol in various 
courses, thereby causing the DSEDJ 
to disburse course subsidies, the 
statement said, adding that during 
the investigation, some suspects 
admitted to the CCAC that they had 
only enrolled in the courses in order 
to obtain supermarket vouchers and 
did not actually know the content of 
the courses they had signed up for, 
while other suspects admitted that 

they had never intended to attend 
the classes.

According to the statement, 
all 14 suspects have meanwhile 
been transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP), each 
facing a fraud charge.

Meanwhile, the Education 
and Youth Development Bureau 
announced in a follow-up statement 
that it is concerned about the case, 
which led the bureau to introduce 
further measures for its 2026-
2029 “Continuing Education 
Development Plan”.

According to the statement, 
for learners with poor attendance 
rates, a “pay first, claim later” 
system will be adopted: only 
those with an attendance rate of 
70 percent or above may apply for 
the reimbursement of subsidies. 
The measures aim to safeguard and 
monitor learners’ attendance, the 
statement said. 

This image downloaded from the 
Commissions Against Corruption 
(CCAC) website yesterday shows its 
official logo.

CCAC busts education institution 
for defrauding govt subsidies

Staff Reporter
A fire broke out in a residential 

flat in the Horta da Mitra 
neighbourhood yesterday morning, 
injuring a male non-resident worker 
(NRW) who remained unconscious 
in hospital yesterday afternoon, the 
Fire Services Bureau (CB) said.

The residential neighbourhood 
at the bottom of Guia Hill, 
colloquially known in Cantonese 
as “Jeuk Jai Yuen” (“Little Bird 
Garden”), is located between the 
Horta da Mitra wet market and Rua 
Nova à Guia (東望洋新街).

According to a CB statement, 
the fire erupted in a flat on the 
second floor of the Seng Tak 
Building (勝德大廈) on Rua da 
Cal (白灰街) at around 11 a.m. 
yesterday. After rushing to the 
scene, firefighters extinguished the 
blaze within five minutes.

The statement noted that 15 
residents evacuated the building 
independently, while a further 
five residents were rescued by 
firefighters from various flats within 
the property.

The five rescued individuals 
comprise four men and one woman 

aged between 33 and 79, consisting 
of one local resident and four non-
local residents.

One of the five, a 39-year-old 
male NRW, was found unconscious 
and breathing weakly when rescued 

by firefighters. He was rushed to 
the public Conde de São Januário 
Hospital Centre for emergency 
treatment. Although resuscitated 
by medical staff, he remained 
unconscious in hospital yesterday 

afternoon. The other four rescued 
residents were uninjured.

Firefighters have preliminarily 
concluded that the fire was caused 
by a short circuit in a fan’s plug. 
The flat’s living room, measuring 

five metres by six metres, was 
completely gutted by the blaze.

The bureau deployed nine fire 
engines and ambulances, alongside 
37 firefighters and paramedics, to 
the scene. 

Blaze erupts in !at in Horta da Mitra area, leaving 
resident unconscious

Xia visits Zhuhai incl Hengqin, stresses HK & 
Macau’s alignment with nation’s 15th Five-Year Plan

Continued from p.1
The in-depth cooperation 

zone’s governance consists of a 
management committee and an 
executive committee.

The management committee is 
the zone’s top decision-making body 
run under a dual director system, 
jointly led by the governor of 
Guangdong Province and the chief 
executive of the MSAR. The zone’s 
executive committee, which is run 
under the management committee, is 
the body tasked with the zone’s daily 
functioning and execution of tasks.

There are nine bureaux 
administered under the zone’s 
executive committee.

The statement listed 11 
facilities or projects that Xia visited 
during his four-day inspection tour, 

comprising seven in Hengqin and 
four in other areas in Zhuhai.

The seven facilities or projects 
in Hengqin comprise the Macau 
International Airport Hengqin 
Upstream Cargo Terminal, 
Smilebiotek Company Limited, 
Guangdong Institute of Intelligence 
Science and Technology (GDIIST), 
Macau-Hengqin International 
Education (University) Town 
Phase One, City University of 
Macau’s (CityU) Advanced 
Research Institute (Hengqin), 
Macau University of Science and 
Technology’s (MUST) Innovation 
Technology Research Institute, and 
Hengqin International Film Studio.

The four facilities located in other 
areas in Zhuhai comprise Zhuhai 
Silicool Technology Company 

Limited, Bay-Area Corporation 
of Low Altitude, Southern Marine 
Science and Engineering Guangdong 
Laboratory, and the National Local 
Chronicles Museum’s Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area Branch.

Meanwhile, the Macau 
Government Information Bureau 
(GCS) said in a statement last night 
that Sam met with Hebei Province 
Governor Wang Zhengpu at 
Macau Government Headquarters 
yesterday where they exchanged 
views on topics such as leveraging 
Macau’s role as a business service 
platform and deepening exchange 
and cooperation between Hebei 
and Macau across various fields.

The northern province has 75 
million inhabitants. 

This photo released yesterday shows Xia Baolong (front, centre), director of the Hong Kong and Macao Work Office (HKMWO) 
of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and the State Council’s Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office 
(HKMAO), exchanging views with MSAR Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (front, left) while inspecting the ongoing Macau 
International Airport Hengqin Upstream Cargo Terminal project during his four-day fact-finding visit to Zhuhai including 
Hengqin.                       – Photo: HKMWO-HKMAO

This photo taken yesterday shows the flat gutted by a fire in Seng Tak Building on 
Rua da Cal in the Horta da Mitra neighbourhood.                 – Photo courtesy of TDM

Firefighters work on Rua da Cal during their fire-fighting operation yesterday.   
                    – Photo courtesy of TDM
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BEIJING – Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi met with Michelle 
Bachelet, candidate for the next 
United Nations (UN) secretary-
general and former Chilean 
president, in Beijing yesterday.

China will take part in the 
selection of the next UN secretary-
general in a responsible and 
constructive manner, and will work 
to promote the United Nations to 
revitalize its authority and vitality, 
and to better adapt to the new 
circumstances and better cope with 
new challenges, said Wang, also 
a member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party (CPC) of 
China Central Committee.

Bachelet pointed to the UN as 
the indispensable platform for the 
international community to respond 
jointly to global challenges, saying 
the UN should uphold the authority 
of the Charter, remain action-
oriented and take coordinated steps 
to advance the three pillars of peace, 
development and human rights.

Stressing her firm commitment 

to the one-China principle, Bachelet 
expressed her appreciation for 
China’s long-standing efforts in 
promoting multilateralism and the 
UN cause, and her readiness to work 
with China and the international 
community to jointly enhance the 

status and role of the UN.
Noting China has always been 

the staunch supporter and active 
constructor of the UN cause, Wang 
said China is willing to work with 
all sides to safeguard, revitalize and 
strengthen the UN.             – Xinhua

BEIJING –The fact that more 
and more European companies are 
choosing to deepen their presence 
in China and expand their 
business here is in itself the most 
powerful rebuttal to the so-called 
“de-risking” narrative, foreign 
ministry spokesperson Mao Ning 
said yesterday.

The trade cooperation between 
China and Europe is built on 
common interests, which in essence 
is a result of both comparative 
advantages and participation in 
market competition, Mao said at a 
regular news briefing, adding that 
complementarity is not a risk, and 
convergence of interests is not a 
threat.

Over the past five decades or so, 
the annual trade volume between 
China and Europe has soared by 
over 300 times, with two-way 
investment totaling nearly US$260 
billion. The figures are a strong 
testament to the robust momentum 
and promising prospects of China-
EU cooperation, she said.

Noting that trade protectionism 
is against the laws of economics 
and serves no one’s interests, she 
said China hopes the European 
side can view China-EU trade 
ties in an objective and rational 
manner, and work with China to 
shorten the list of problems and 
make the pie of cooperation bigger 
for win-win results.          – Xinhua

BEIJING – The United 
States should heed the call of 
the international community and 
immediately stop all its blockade, 
sanctions, coercion, and pressure 
against Cuba, foreign ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning said 
yesterday.

“The US can’t justify blockade 
and illegal sanctions against Cuba 
with invented allegations and 
groundless vilification,” Mao said 
at a regular news briefing when 
asked to comment on the recent 
remarks by US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio.

Those decades-old unilateral 
sanctions and embargo have 
wreaked havoc on Cuba’s 
economy and population, and 

are widely opposed by the 
international community, she said, 
adding that China firmly supports 
Cuba in safeguarding its national 
sovereignty and security and 
rejecting external interference.

Rubio reportedly ignored a US 
senator’s statement on June 2 that a 
thorough review by the intelligence 
community under the Biden 
administration had concluded 
there was no evidence that Cuba 
was involved in state-sponsored 
terrorism. Meanwhile, there were 
also media reports saying that due 
to the fuel shortage caused by the 
United States’ oil embargo, the 
UN has been unable to effectively 
distribute nearly 20,000 tonnes of 
food in Cuba.              – Xinhua

BEIJING – The Ministry of 
Commerce (MOC) said yesterday 
that over 100 events aimed at 
boosting the nation’s imports are 
to be held in 2026, bringing more 
high-quality goods from around the 
globe to Chinese enterprises and 
consumers.

The first overseas event will 
take place in Belarus on Sunday, 
followed by another in Germany on 

June 11, marking the events’ debut 
in the European Union, ministry 
spokesperson He Yongqian said at a 
press conference.

The events, themed “Exports 
to China,” will build platforms and 
bridges for companies from around 
the world to expand exports to 
China, enabling countries to further 
benefit from China’s development, 
she said.

International enterprises are 
welcome to participate in the 
events and continue to attend key 
exhibitions in China, such as the 
China International Import Expo, 
for the benefit of both sides, she 
added.

The ministry has organized 
similar events in Chinese cities such 
as Beijing and Hangzhou.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – The Ministry of 
Industry and Information Technology 
(MIIT) yesterday launched a joint 
ministry-provincial collaborative 
pilot program for 6G innovation and 
development. The project aims to 
provide strong support for the future 
commercial rollout of 6G.

Key priorities include advancing 
frontier 6G technologies, deepening 
integration of communications 
with artificial intelligence, satellite 
internet, and wireless sensing, as 
well as stepping up research and 
development on 6G base stations, 
core network equipment, terminals, 
chips, and operating systems.

Pilot regions will explore 6G use 
cases tailored to local conditions, 
targeting sectors such as immersive 
communications, industrial manu-
facturing, low-altitude economy, 
embodied intelligence, and smart 
maritime operations.

MIIT said it will monitor 

6G developments closely and 
adjust pilot plans accordingly. 
The ministry will also organize 
technology trials through the IMT-
2030 (6G) Promotion Group and 
prioritize hosting major 6G industry 
conferences in pilot regions.

The move comes as China seeks 
to build on its advantages in next-
generation communications. The 
country currently leads the world in 
5G development, boasting the largest 
5G network infrastructure globally, 
with millions of base stations deployed 
nationwide and a commanding share 
of global 5G connections.

Compared with 5G, 6G can 
deliver performance improvements 
of 10 to 100 times in transmission 
speed, latency, and reliability. Its 
coverage is expected to extend 
seamlessly across aerial, space, 
ground, and maritime domains, 
forming a truly ubiquitous global 
network. As such, 6G will serve as 

the neural nexus driving the digital 
transformation of future intelligent 
societies and industries.

China has approved trial 
spectrum in the 6GHz band for 
6G technology development, the 
ministry said in early May.

The approval, granted to the 
IMT-2030 (6G) Promotion Group, 
authorizes 6G technology trials in 
selected regions. The move is aimed 
at advancing technical research, 
testing and validation based on the 
key scenarios and performance 
indicators defined by the International 
Telecommunication Union for 6G.

The promotion group, 
established in June 2019 by MIIT, 
is the main platform for bringing 
together China’s industry, university, 
and research efforts, promoting 
China’s 6G mobile communication 
technology research, and fostering 
international exchanges and 
cooperation.                       – Xinhua

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right), also a member of the Political Bureau of the 

Communist Party of China Central Committee, shakes hands with Michelle Bachelet, 

candidate for the next United Nations (UN) secretary-general and former Chilean 

president, in Beijing yesterday.             – Xinhua 

A modified Long March-6 carrier rocket carrying a new satellite group blasts 
off from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center in north China’s Shanxi Province 
yesterday. The satellite group was launched at 7:39 p.m. and entered its 

preset orbit successfully. It will constitute the Spacesail Constellation, a mega 

commercial Chinese low-orbit satellite network. This launch marked the 648th 

flight mission of the Long March carrier rocket series, according to the launch 
center.          – Xinhua

China to participate in selection 
of next UN chief in responsible, 
constructive manner: Wang Yi 

European !rms’ growing 
presence in China a rebuttal 

to ‘de-risking’ narrative: 
FM spokesperson

US should heed int’l call, 
end blockade against 

Cuba: FM spokesperson

China announces holding 
of over 100 events to boost imports

China launches ministry-provincial 
collaborative pilot program for 6G 

innovation, development
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Analysis
LANZHOU – Outside the venue 

of an international conference 
in Dunhuang, northwest China, 
a mini-van became a makeshift 
traditional Chinese medicine 
(TCM) clinic for German national 
Joel Mikael Walker.

The TCM practitioner gently 
touched the wrist of a visitor to 
feel her pulse. Speaking fluent 
Chinese with a distinct Henan 
accent, he told the visitor to pay 
closer attention to her thyroid. 
Amazed, the visitor revealed she 
had previously been diagnosed 
with a thyroid nodule.

For Walker, a German born in 
1995 who has spent more than a 
decade studying TCM in central 
China’s Henan Province, the 
moment was more than a medical 
exchange. It was a small example 
of how even the most obscure 
Chinese philosophies can be well 
understood and applied by people 
from Western or other cultures.

“What shocked me most was 
the Chinese way of seeing the 
universe as an interconnected 
whole in dynamic balance,” Walker 
said at the opening ceremony of 
the Third World Conference of 
Sinologists, which opened on 
Wednesday in Dunhuang, a key 
hub on the ancient Silk Road in 
Gansu Province.

“Chinese culture taught me 
that yin and yang are in constant 
flow, and that conflict does not 
necessarily require confrontation. 
It can also be transformed,” he 
said. “Today, the world needs 
dialogue more than ever, and 
Chinese culture offers valuable 
insights in this regard.”

The conference, themed 
“Pooling Wisdom of Civilizations 
to Jointly Address Challenges of 
Our Times,” has brought together 
more than 300 scholars and cultural 
figures from around 70 countries. 
In this oasis on the ancient Silk 
Road, many participants described 
sinology not only as the study of 
China’s classical heritage, but 
also as a way to understand how 
Chinese civilization continues to 
shape everyday life, cross-cultural 
exchange and responses to global 
challenges.

SINOLOGY MOVES 
FROM BOOKS TO 
LIVED EXPERIENCE

The choice of Dunhuang as the 
host city carries special symbolic 
weight.

More than 2,000 years ago, 
Dunhuang was a vital crossroads 
on the ancient Silk Road. Chinese 
silk and tea moved westward 
through the city, while grapes, 
carrots, pomegranates and other 
once-exotic produce found their 
way into China via this route.

The city remains one of 
China’s most important cultural 
landmarks. The Mogao Grottoes, 

dating back to the 4th century, are 
located there. The place preserves 
735 ancient caves, more than 2,000 
painted sculptures and 45,000 
square meters of murals.

Mulatu Teshome Wirtu, 
former president of Ethiopia and 
a sinologist, said the Silk Road 
was never only about the trade of 
material goods such as silk, timber 
or spices. More importantly, it 
enabled deeper exchanges among 
societies.

Today, scholars gathering 
in Dunhuang are discussing a 
growing international interest 
in China, including martial arts, 
calligraphy, the Chinese language 
and everyday Chinese habits.

Ingar Solty, a senior fellow of the 
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, said 
a younger generation in the West is 
increasingly curious about China. 
He referred to the online trend 
sometimes called “Chinamaxxing,” 
in which young people show interest 
in aspects of Chinese daily life, from 
drinking hot water, wearing slippers 
at home to practicing traditional 
wellness habits.

Sebastien Joseph Roland 
Perimony, head of China-Africa 
Affairs office of the Institute 
Schiller in France, made a similar 
observation.

He said many people of his 
generation once dreamed of the 
United States under the influence 
of basketball, films and popular 
culture. Today, however, he 
believes more young people in 
France and across Europe see China 
as a country of safety, development, 
innovation and peaceful approaches 
to geopolitical issues.

As a result, he added, more 
and more young people across 
Europe travel to China and see it 
as an interesting country worth 
exploring.

CHINESE IDEAS 
AS ANSWERS TO 
SHARED ANXIETIES

Many participants at the 
conference said the renewed 
interest in the Chinese culture takes 
place at a time when the world is 
facing growing conflict, inequality 
and mistrust.

Mohamed Rasheed, chairman 
of the China-Maldives Cultural 
Exchange Association, said few 
could have expected, a quarter 
into the 21st century, that the world 
would be confronted by so many 
wars and such wide economic 
disparities.

Rasheed said Chinese 
civilization, shaped over 5,000 
years and influenced by thinkers 
such as Confucius and Lao Tzu, 
has long emphasized humanity, 
humility, kindness and harmony. 
Chinese culture advocates both 
diversity and harmony, which are 
highly relevant today.

“We need Eastern philosophy, 
especially Chinese philosophy, to 
play a leading role if we want to 
achieve lasting peace and harmony 
in the world,” he said.

Wirtu said China’s 
modernization combines material 
prosperity with spiritual fulfillment, 
and brings together agriculture, 
industry, science and technology in 
a broad process of transformation. 
“I believe China captures the very 
essence of modernization and 
offers a valuable reference for 
other developing nations,” he said.

Sira Abed Rego, Spain’s 
minister for youth and children, 
said gatherings like the Dunhuang 
conference are especially important 
at a time when wars, confrontation, 
arms races and suspicion are again 
becoming more prominent in the 
world.

Some seek to persuade the 
world that international order can 
only be built on power, deterrence 
and coercion, said Rego. China, 
by contrast, has made important 
contributions by advocating 
multilateral cooperation, mutual 
respect and trust among peoples.

She expressed deep 
appreciation for people across 
the world working to promote 
exchanges among civilizations.

“Knowledge is never a luxury 
confined to the ivory tower, but a 
cornerstone of peace,” she said. 
“Everyone who studies languages, 
translates cultures and explores 
civilizations is helping to reduce 
barriers and keep the world away 
from conflict.”                – Xinhua

Analysis
BEIJING – A major Chinese 

meat importer has agreed to 
buy 50,000 tonnes of certified 
deforestation-free Brazilian beef by 
the end of 2027, reflecting a quiet 
shift reshaping production in Brazil 
and helping to protect its rainforest.

As the world’s largest buyer of 
Brazilian beef and soy, China is 
increasingly voting with its wallet 
for forest-friendly food. Tianjin 
Meat Association in north China 
signed the agreement Wednesday.

Despite carrying an estimated 
price premium of five percent 
to 10 percent over conventional 
beef, Xing Yanling, president of 
the association, is confident the 
products will find a market.

“The products are expected to 
flow into premium supermarkets, 
high-end restaurants and live-
streaming platforms, where their 
full traceability and deforestation-
free credentials serve as the main 
draw,” said Xing.

“Chinese consumers are looking 
beyond just price now, and things 
like traceability and consistent 
quality are weighing in more and 
more,” said Zhang Xinhao, CEO of 
a Chinese beef import company.

Xing led a visit to Brazil in 
April, where association members 
participated in an inspection 
tour. Since returning, she has 
often described to friends the 
unforgettable experience of being 
enveloped by tens of thousands of 
shades of green. “We hope to bring 
more consumers on board with 
deforestation-free products, so the 
demand side can give sustainable 
production a real push,” she said.

The appetite for sustainably-
sourced products is not limited to 
beef. In 2025, COFCO International, 
Modern Farming and China 
Shengmu Organic Milk signed an 
agreement to supply 1.5 million 
tonnes of sustainable Brazilian 
soybeans to China between 2025 
and 2030, with independent third-
party auditing to ensure the absence 
of deforestation.

“China’s procurement of defor-
estation-free products demonstrates 
the sense of responsibility of a major 
nation and has been widely recognized 
by the international community,” said 
Zhu Chunquan, senior advisor at the 

World Economic Forum’s Tropical 
Forest Alliance. Zhu said the shift 
reflects years of China’s national 
policy guidance toward green and 
low-carbon development.

According to China’s 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-2030), the country 
will accelerate the development of 
green production and consumption 
patterns, strengthen policy incentives, 
promote a low-carbon economic 
transformation, improve mechanisms 
to encourage green consumption, 
and expand the scale of government 
procurement of green products.

“As a major global importer, 
China’s refusal to purchase products 
linked to deforestation can steer 
producers toward more sustainable 
practices, contributing to the protection 
of tropical forests and the mitigation of 
climate change,” Zhu said.

China’s green consumption 
trend also delivers a concrete 
market signal to a key trade 
partner like Brazil, as well as 
showing national commitment to 
encouraging structural changes for 
environmental outcomes.

Laudemir Müller, president of 
the Brazilian Trade and Investment 
Promotion Agency, said that growing 
environmental awareness among 
Chinese consumers highlights the 
strategic complementarity between 
the two countries.

“China is Brazil’s largest buyer of 
soybeans and beef,” he said. Chinese 
demand for sustainable agricultural 
products encourages Brazilian 
producers to continue adopting green 
practices throughout the production 
process, enhancing value added and 
international competitiveness, while 
also contributing to forest protection, 
he added.

Bai Yunwen, vice president 
of Institute of Finance and 
Sustainability, suggested that the two 
countries expand mutual recognition 
of sustainability standards, as 
well as cooperation in agricultural 
technology and green finance.

“As important members of the 
Global South, the bilateral cooperation 
between China and Brazil in green 
agriculture is of great significance 
for global food security and climate 
stability, serving as a reference for the 
transition of global agriculture toward 
a green and sustainable future,” 
Bai said.                   – Xinhua

Sinologists explore Chinese 
answers to modern challenges 

at ancient Silk Road hub

China’s growing appetite for 
climate-conscious food helps 

protect Brazil’s rainforest

A participant addresses academic salon of the Third World Conference of 
Sinologists in Dunhuang, Gansu Province, on Wednesday.       – Xinhua

Students prepare for the upcoming national college entrance exam at a high school 
in Liuzhou, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, yesterday. This year’s national 
college entrance exam, also known as the gaokao (“higher examination”), will start 
on Sunday.               – Xinhua
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JAKARTA – Indonesia has 
welcomed the birth of a critically 
endangered male Sumatran 
orangutan in the Jantho Nature 
Reserve in Aceh Province, 
authorities said yesterday.

Forestry Minister Raja Juli 
Antoni said the newborn was 
named Badar, meaning full moon, 
inspired by its mother Bulan, whose 
name means “moon” in English.

“This birth is proof that through 

consistent habitat protection, we can 
restore populations of endangered 
endemic species,” Antoni said.

Monitoring teams observed 
Bulan carrying her infant in the 
forest canopy and displaying 
strong maternal behavior.

According to conservation 
officials, the approximate one-
month-old Badar is in good health, 
while his mother has adapted well 
to life in the wild.             – Xinhua

SYDNEY – A Sydney man 
credited with saving dozens of 
lives during last year’s deadly 
mass shooting on Bondi Beach has 
been charged with assaulting his 
father, local media and police said 
yesterday.

Ahmed al Ahmed shot to fame in 
December when he wrested a gun from 
one of the attackers during Australia’s 
deadliest attack in decades.

Local media including national 
broadcaster ABC said Ahmed, 44, 
had been charged after allegedly 
assaulting his father.

Asked to confirm the reporting, 
New South Wales police told AFP: 
“On Sunday 15 March 2026 police 

received a report of an alleged 
assault at a home in Bankstown on 
Monday 9 March 2026.”

They added that a 44-year-old 
man had then been charged this 
week with assault and stalking.

He will face court on June 29, 
police said.

Australian police as a rule do not 
identify individuals charged with 
crimes to the media.

Ahmed told the ABC that 
the alleged incident was “fake 
information... it’s not true at all”.

“I don’t have any information at 
all,” he was quoted as saying.

Ahmed was widely hailed as 
a hero for his actions during the 

shooting, in which 15 people were 
killed and dozens wounded in what 
authorities have described as an 
antisemitic terrorist attack.

He met Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese and a fundraiser set up for 
him raised over $1 million.

He told the ABC that he was 
focusing on his health and planned 
to undergo further operations on his 
arm to address the injuries sustained 
in the attack.

Last month, his two brothers 
faced court in Sydney over 
allegations they had attempted to 
pressure Al Ahmed into handing 
over some of that money, local 
media said.      – AFP

Kang Jin-kyu, Jihye Shin and 
Claire Lee

SEOUL – South Korea’s ruling 
Democratic Party swept most seats 
in local elections but failed to flip 
the crucial Seoul mayoral seat, 
official results showed yesterday, in 
a sign that voters sought to keep a 
check on its power.

The vote was seen as an early 
referendum on President Lee Jae 
Myung’s first year in office. He 
took power after months of political 
upheaval triggered by his conservative 
predecessor’s declaration of martial law.

While Lee’s party won most major 
races, incumbent conservative mayor 
Oh Se-hoon narrowly retained Seoul, 
defeating the Democratic Party’s rising 
star Chong Won-o in a close contest.

With 99.54 percent of ballots 
counted, Oh, of the People Power 
Party (PPP), held 49.15 percent of 
the vote, all but securing victory 
with Chong trailing on 48.13 percent 
and few votes left to be counted.

“This election is a victory for 
common sense,” Oh said, adding 
South Koreans “have left Seoul as 
the last safety net of democracy to 
prevent (the country) from tilting 
completely to one side”.

About 50 percent of the country’s 
population resides in Seoul and its 
surrounding metropolitan area.

Analysts said the failure by Lee’s 
ally to flip Seoul may suggest an 
undercurrent of discontent with his 
liberal party, even though general 
support for the PPP has collapsed.

Shin Yul, a political science 
professor at Myongji University, said 

the Seoul defeat suggested that centrist 
voters may have become dissatisfied 
with the Lee administration.

Lee said the government 
would “humbly accept the will of 
the people” and work with newly 
elected municipal governments 
regardless of political affiliation.

‘Stepping stone’
The Seoul mayoral seat draws 

extra scrutiny because of the capital’s 
outsized economic, cultural and 
political weight, said Byunghwan 
Son, director of George Mason 
University’s Korean Studies Centre.

“Since the election of former 
President Lee Myung-bak, who was 
a highly visible Seoul mayor, the 
position has been widely considered 
a major stepping stone for future 
presidential hopefuls,” he told AFP.

The National Election Commission 
apologised after 14 Seoul polling 
stations ran out of ballot papers in an 
unprecedented mishap blamed on a 
failure to anticipate turnout.

Lee ordered an investigation into 
the ballot shortage, condemning “a 
flaw that is difficult to accept”.

Lee was elected president in June 
2025 after six months of political 
turmoil triggered by his predecessor, 
Yoon Suk Yeol, who declared martial 
law in December 2024 before being 
impeached and removed from office.

Yoon’s PPP remains divided 
over the episode. Its popularity has 
collapsed, and it suffered a crushing 
defeat in the local elections – a stark 
reversal from the landslide victory it 
secured four years ago.

PPP leader Jang Dong-hyeok 
expressed his “sincere apologies” 
for what he described as a 
“disappointing” result.

Martial law
The Democratic Party, 

meanwhile, has benefited from 
Lee’s strong public standing.

It also won nine parliamentary 
seats in by-elections, while the PPP 
secured four and an independent 
candidate won one.

Another closely watched race 
was a parliamentary by-election in 
Busan, the country’s second-largest 
city, where conservative former 
justice minister Han Dong-hoon 
won as an independent.

Analysts pointed to challenges 
for Oh, the re-elected Seoul mayor, 
if he bids for the presidency.

He is “a political veteran... 
with name recognition few in his 
party can match,” Gi-Wook Shin, 
a sociology professor at Stanford 
University, told AFP.

“But he projects a sense of 
political fatigue, offering no fresh 
image and no new agenda to anchor 
a national candidacy.”

Lee Jae-mook, a political 
science professor at Hankuk 
University of Foreign Studies, said 
the polls showed “public sentiment 
was nuanced and complex”.

“This election showed that voters 
sought to hold (Yoon) accountable for 
his martial law declaration, while at 
the same time preserving a mechanism 
to check and balance the current 
administration,” he told AFP.     – AFP

SYDNEY – A Tasmanian devil 
named Mary successfully eluded 
searchers equipped with a thermal-
imaging drone for a third day 
yesterday after escaping from an 
Australian wildlife park.

Keepers discovered the 
furry, carnivorous marsupial was 
missing from her enclosure at 
Paradise Country wildlife park 
on Queensland’s Gold Coast on 
Tuesday morning.

A dozen wildlife experts backed 
by a sniffer dog and a thermal-
imaging drone operator searched 
through two nights for the critter, 
park officials said in a statement.

“Our priority remains on 

relocating Mary to ensure her 
welfare, and we will continue to 
search today [yesterday]and into 
this evening,” it said.

CCTV images released to the 
public showed Mary running into 
the distance of the wildlife park’s 
grounds at night, several hours before 
her disappearance was noticed.

Tasmanian devils - agile, mostly 
nocturnal animals that can roam 
for 16 kilometres in a single night - 
have been extinct on the Australian 
mainland for more than 3,000 years.

The marsupials can live up to 
six years in the wild, with males 
weighing as much as 14 kilograms 
and standing 30 centimetres tall at the 

shoulder, according to Tasmania’s 
environment department.

Mary is relatively young at two 
years old, however, and “extremely 
shy”, said the wildlife park’s 
curator, Lauren Mousley.

“Generally around this age they 
can be a little bit more adventurous, 
but finding that she is the one that 
headed out is very, very abnormal 
given her demeanour,” she said in a 
video update after the breakout.

Though widespread on the island 
state of Tasmania, the marsupials 
are listed as endangered and face 
a significant threat from a rare, 
transmissible cancer known as Devil 
Facial Tumour Disease.     – AFP

SYDNEY – Tech giant Meta 
yesterday attacked Australia’s 
“grossly unfair” bid to make social 
media companies pay for news, 
saying it is vehemently opposed to 
the draft laws.

Traditional media companies 
around the world are in a battle for 
survival as readers increasingly 
consume their news on social media.

Australia wants big tech 
companies to compensate local 
publishers for sharing articles that 
drive traffic on their platforms.

“Our position is clear: this law 
is poorly designed, grossly unfair, 
and will fail to deliver a diverse 
and sustainable news industry,” 
said Meta, the parent company of 
Facebook and Instagram.

“We are vehemently opposed 
to this legislation.

“It is discriminatory, 
economically incoherent, and will 
not deliver the sustainable news 
sector that Australian journalists 
and audiences deserve.”

Social media companies including 
Meta, Google and TikTok will first be 
given a chance to strike content deals 
with local news publishers.

If they refused, they faced a 
compulsory levy that amounted to 2.25 
percent of their Australian revenue.

The draft laws, unveiled earlier 
this year, have been designed to stop 
social media companies from simply 
stripping news from their platforms.

When Canberra mooted similar 
laws in 2024, Meta announced that 
Australian users would no longer 
be able to access the “news” tab.

Supporters of such laws argue 
that social media companies attract 
users with news stories and hoover 
up online advertising revenue that 
would otherwise go to struggling 
newsrooms.

Australia’s University of 
Canberra has found that more than 
half the country uses social media 
as a source of news.

The draft laws will be introduced 
into parliament later this year. – AFP

Indonesian rupiah banknotes are counted at a currency exchange office in 
Jakarta yesterday, after the rupiah weakened beyond 18,000 per US dollar for the 
first time.               – AFP

Thai government officials and citizens participate in celebrations to mark the 48th 
birthday of Thailand’s Queen Suthida in the southern province of Narathiwat on 
Wednesday.              – AFP

Tasmanian devil thwarts Australian search team

S Korea’s ruling party fails to !ip Seoul in blemish on local poll results

Bondi Beach attack hero charged with assaulting father: media

Indonesia welcomes birth of critically 
endangered Sumatran orangutan

Meta lashes Australia bid to make tech 
giants pay for news
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KATHMANDU – A Nepali 

climbing guide who went missing 
on Mount Everest for six days and 
was feared dead has been found 
alive after crawling back to Base 
Camp, officials told AFP yesterday.

The experienced Hillary Dawa 
Sherpa vanished on the upper 
reaches of the world’s highest 
mountain early on May 30.

He was found yesterday 
morning close to Base Camp by 
the Sagarmatha Pollution Control 
Committee (SPCC), a Nepali team 
that helps set routes on Everest and 
clean up waste left behind.

“He was crawling down,” 
Pemba Sherpa of 8K Expeditions, 
which was overseeing search and 
rescue efforts, told AFP.

“A helicopter has been sent 
to take him to a hospital in 
Kathmandu.”

Climber Chris Thrall, a 
former British Royal Marine, said 
he successfully summited the 
8,849-metre peak with Sherpa around 
5:00 p.m. [local time] on May 29.

He posted a video message 
on Instagram on Wednesday 
mourning what he thought was the 
death of Sherpa.

He called Sherpa an “absolute 
gentle giant of a man and a true 
‘tiger of the mountains’”, in a post 
that assumed the worst.

Thrall described how on May 
30 he had begun to descend from 
Camp Four – at around 7,950m 
– and just below the low-oxygen 
“death zone”.

He said that as he descended, 
Sherpa stopped.

“He sat down for a rest with his 

backpack, these guys carry huge 
loads,” he said.

“And I turned and I said, 
‘Hillary, are you okay, brother?’ 
He said, ‘Yes, yes, fine Chris, 
please go, go!’ This is nothing 
new, you know, I’d go ahead, he’d 
go ahead.”

As Thrall went down he found a 
Polish climber who was struggling 
after running out of supplementary 
oxygen and had suffered frostbite.

“It had been a long summit 
push. What should have been five 
days to the summit and back took 
us 11 days, that’s how challenging 
the conditions were,” said Thrall.

“So, do I go back for Sherpa, 
who’s probably going to rock up 
and be fine, as he has done hundreds 
of times before?” he added.

“Or do I help my fellow climber, 
who’s got no oxygen, frostbite in 
his fingers, and obviously you’re 
never far off hypothermia up 
there?”

Thrall described tough 
conditions, sharing his oxygen 
cylinder with the Pole as they 
descended, taking 11 hours to get 
to Camp Three. It would usually 
take two hours.

He said: “I realised we had a 
really serious situation.”

Search teams set out to find 
Sherpa but he was not seen again 
until yesterday morning, having 
made his way down on his own.

The climb was one of the last 
of the season, meaning that there 
were few other mountaineers on 
the peak.

At least five people have died 
this season – two Indians and 
three Nepali climbers involved in 
Everest preparations.

More than one thousand 
climbers reached the summit of 
Everest this season, according to 
initial tallies by Nepali officials, 
making it the busiest season on 
record.      – AFP

Mountaineer Dawa Sherpa is being carried by medics and rescuers upon his 

arrival at the HAMS Hospital in Kathmandu yesterday.           – AFP

NEW DELHI – Indian police 
have arrested the owner of a New 
Delhi hotel where a fire killed 21 
people, as investigators probe 
safety failures.

Police said owner Lavkesh 
Bajaj was arrested late Wednesday, 
hours after the blaze gutted the 
building, killing at least nine 
Indians and several foreigners.

Two foreigners have so far been 

identified – one a citizen of Liberia 
and another from Mozambique.

Building fires in India 
are common due to a lack of 
firefighting equipment and routine 
disregard for safety regulations.

People trapped on upper floors 
were seen jumping onto mattresses 
below as fire ripped through the 
Flourish Stay hotel in a densely 
packed neighbourhood of the city.

Several residents were taken 
to hospital suffering from severe 
burns, as well as fractured bones 
after leaping into the street.

In a separate fire yesterday 
morning, at least four people 
died in an intensive care ward 
in a hospital in Muzaffarpur in 
the eastern state of Bihar, district 
government official Subrat Kumar 
Sen said.     – AFP

DHAKA – Bangladesh’s health 
minister said six newborns who 
died within a few hours in the 
same hospital ward last week had 
effectively suffocated due to poor 
ventilation, blaming “extreme 
negligence” by health workers.

The infants, aged between one 
and three days, died on May 27 in 
the post-delivery ward of Ad-Din 
Hospital, a private facility in the 
capital Dhaka.

Health Minister Sardar Md 
Sakhawat Husain presented the 
investigation committee’s report 
into the deaths yesterday.

“There was extreme negligence 
and non-cooperation from the on-
duty nurses,” he said, describing “a 
lack of normal ventilation system”.

Speaking immediately after the 
incident, Prabhat Chandra Biswas, 
head of the government’s health 
department, said the deaths took 

place hours after an air-conditioning 
unit was turned off.

No reason was given for why 
the unit was switched off, despite 
temperatures in Dhaka reaching 
around 32C alongside high humidity.

Husain described the ward was 
as “a small, enclosed room” at more 
than capacity.

“The decrease in oxygen in the air 
and the increase in carbon dioxide, 
made it impossible for the newborn 
babies to survive for long,” he said.

One baby fell sick and was taken 
to an intensive care unit but was 
returned to the ward an hour later. 
Soon after, five other babies also 
became unwell. All died.

The report concluded that 
hospital administrators had failed to 
maintain basic operating standards, 
including ensuring adequate medical 
supervision, emergency preparedness 
and ventilation in the ward.      – AFP

COLOMBO – The owner of an 
illegally operated care home in Sri 
Lanka was remanded in custody 
yesterday, a day after a fire killed 
12 residents and injured six others, 
officials said.

Isuru Anushka, of the Maupiya 
Sewana home, was ordered to be 
held until June 11 as investigations 
opened into Wednesday’s fire, one 
of the deadliest on the island for 
decades.

A magisterial inquiry into the 
incident was told by officials that 
the facility was not authorised to 
operate as a care home and had not 
met the minimum standards set by 
regulators.

“Police have been ordered to 
investigate violations of regulations 
governing the care of the elderly,” 
an officer told reporters following 
a preliminary court hearing.

The inquiry was also told that 
11 residents of the home were 
burnt to death at the home, while 
the 12th victim succumbed to 
severe burns at a local hospital.

Another six escaped with 
complications from smoke inhalation.

Forensic experts combed 
through the wreckage of the single-
storey building and discovered 
seven charred bodies yesterday 
morning, raising the death toll to 12 
from the initial five on Wednesday.

An AFP photographer saw the 
owner in handcuffs being escorted 
to the scene yesterday, as police 
interviewed survivors and neighbours.

In addition to elderly residents, 
the facility also housed young 
people with mental health issues.

The youngest victim was a 
17-year-old boy, police said.

Police said initial witness 
accounts suggested that the fire 
originated in a storeroom where 
dozens of mattresses were stacked.

Police spokesman Frederick 
Wootler said 51 residents and staff 
rescued on Wednesday had been 
moved to a nearby government 
school.      – AFP

ISLAMABAD – Pakistan said 
yesterday two river projects by 
arch-rival India would “weaponise” 
water and violate a major treaty 
between the neighbouring nations, 
threatening a response if they move 
ahead.

India, which has announced the 
two initiatives separately this year, 
insists it is within its rights to press 
ahead with projects on the waters it 
controls, even though rivers flowing 
though both countries would be 
impacted.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry 
spokesperson Tahir Andrabi told 
journalists that New Delhi had not 
consulted Islamabad on the two 
Chenab River projects that he said 
would undermine the Indus Water 
Treaty.

“These projects confirm that 
India seems to weaponise water,” 
he said. “This carries dangerous 
implications not only for Pakistan’s 
economy but also for regional 
stability and international peace and 
security.”

India announced last year it 
was suspending the bilateral Indus 
Water Treaty that governs the use 
of waterways relied on by hundreds 
of millions, in the lead up to armed 
conflict between the nuclear-armed 
neighbours.

Andrabi, however, said the 
treaty still binds both governments.

Pakistan has previously said 
it would consider any attempt to 
change the flow of cross-border 
waterways an “act of war” and said 
there was no mechanism for either 
country to unilaterally withdraw 
from the 1960 pact that had survived 
three armed hostilities.

In May, India’s government-
owned National Hydroelectric 
Power Corporation issued a tender 
notice for a proposed tunnel project 
that would transfer water from the 
Chenab River to the Beas basin.

India’s power ministry said 
in January it was undertaking 

“sediment removal” at Salal Power 
Station on the Chenab River 
“following the termination of the 
Indus Waters Treaty”.

Andrabi said that “any illegal 
measure to endanger Pakistan’s 
water, food and economic security 
as well as the survival and 
wellbeing of its 250 million people 
is unacceptable.”

“Pakistan will retain all options 
necessary for safeguarding rights 
under the treaty and to protect its 
vital national interest,” he said, 
without elaborating on a course of 
action.

Water risks becoming a 
flashpoint in a region grappling 
with climate change and population 
growth, which are stretching 
resources in the agricultural sectors 
that form the backbone of both 
countries’ economies, experts say.

India’s foreign ministry rejected 
a May 15 decision by what it termed 
the “illegally constituted so-called 
Court of Arbitration” – the Hague-
based body used to resolve disputes 
between India and Pakistan related 
to the treaty.

Pakistan said the decision 
supported its stance that the treaty 
remained in effect, which New 
Delhi denied.

“India’s decision to hold the 
Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance 
remains in force,” New Delhi’s 
foreign ministry said.

The water treaty provided a rare 
avenue of diplomatic engagement 
between the rival sides until 
India suspended its involvement 
following a deadly attack on tourists 
in Indian-administered Kashmir in 
April 2025.

New Delhi blamed Islamabad 
for backing the attack, which 
Islamabad denies.

The two countries engaged in 
intense drone, missile and artillery 
exchanges the following month 
which left nearly 70 people dead on 
both sides.      – AFP

Bangladesh probe blames negligence 
for 6 newborn deaths

Pakistan accuses India of weaponising 
water after treaty suspension

Nepali climber alive after 6 days 
missing on Everest

Indian police arrest hotel owner after deadly !re

Sri Lanka care home owner in custody after !re kills 12



WORLD
FRIDAY June 5, 2026 The Macau Post Daily 11Your trusted source for real news 

Lisa Golden
BEIRUT – Hezbollah’s chief 

yesterday rejected a conditional 
truce announced by Lebanese and 
Israeli envoys, demanding instead 
a comprehensive ceasefire and full 
Israeli withdrawal as he threatened 
northern Israel with new attacks.

Naim Qassem’s message 
came after Lebanese and Israeli 
representatives in the United States 
agreed to a conditional ceasefire 
that Lebanon’s president called the 
“last chance” for a durable end to 
the fighting.

Lebanon was drawn into the 
wider Middle East war when 
Hezbollah attacked Israel to avenge 
the February 28 killing of Iran’s 
supreme leader.

Hezbollah has rejected the 
Israel-Lebanon talks, and a 
previous ceasefire announced on 
April 17 has been breached daily, 
with Israeli troops deployed deep 
inside Lebanese territory and the 
Iran-backed militants continuing to 
attack Israel.

“The ceasefire must be 
comprehensive... without the Israeli 
enemy having the freedom to kill,” 
Qassem said yesterday, urging the 
government to halt “the farce and 
humiliation called direct talks” with 
Israel.

He also vowed that “as long 
as our villages are unsafe – being 
bombed, destroyed and our people 
killed – the settlements [north 
Israel] are unsafe”.

The speech followed new Israeli 
strikes on Lebanon and fresh threats 
against Beirut by Israeli Defence 
Minister Israel Katz, who said that 
the army will “at this stage, continue 
its fire and ground operations... 
without the return of the population, 
while continuing to dismantle 
terrorist infrastructure”.

‘Freedom of action’
Israeli forces also retain the 

“freedom of action, with American 
backing, to strike in Beirut in response 
to fire on Israeli communities and 
territory”, he added.

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, a Hezbollah official 
told AFP the group had informed 
the Lebanese government of its 
rejection of the truce agreement.

In south Lebanon, a United 
Nations peacekeeper was killed 
and two others were wounded, the 
UNIFIL force said, after a base was 
hit the previous night.

Belgrade said the slain 
peacekeeper was Serbian, with seven 
blue helmets now killed since the 
latest war erupted in March. Israel 
blamed Hezbollah for his death.

Hezbollah is Lebanon’s only 
militant group that refused to hand 
over its arsenal after the 1975-
1990 civil war, arguing that it was 
fighting Israel’s occupation of south 
Lebanon.

After Israeli troops withdrew in 
2000, calls on Hezbollah to disarm 
multiplied, with the leadership 

under President Joseph Aoun taking 
the firmest stance yet.

The Lebanese government 
has declared Hezbollah’s military 
activities illegal, and the army was 
working to disarm the group in 
areas south of the Litani River near 
Israel.

The war launched by the US and 
Israel on Iran saw Hezbollah return 
to the battlefield, launching attacks 
into Israel while fighting Israeli 
troops in their deepest incursion 
into Lebanon in two decades.

Speaking of the deal announced 
in Washington, Aoun said it 
represented “the last chance to 
enter into a final, comprehensive 
ceasefire”.

Hezbollah’s Qassem, however, 

said that Hezbollah pulling back 
would amount to “surrender and 
defeat”.

Esmail Qaani, the head of 
Iran’s Quds Force – the foreign 
arm of its powerful Revolutionary 
Guards – insisted Israel withdraw 
to its pre-war positions in Lebanon 
as a “minimum demand”, adding 
that “supporting the resistance in 
Lebanon is the duty of all of us”.

‘Words on paper’
Mohammad Chamseddine, 56, 

from Beirut’s southern suburbs, told 
AFP that “this isn’t the first time 
there’s been a ceasefire and Israel 
violates it”.

As an Israeli drone buzzed 
overhead, Chamseddine said the 

ceasefire for now was just “words 
on paper. I won’t believe it until 
I see it on the ground. How can a 
ceasefire be on one side only?”

Lebanon’s state-run National 
News Agency (NNA) reported 
strikes in more than 20 locations 
in Lebanon’s south and east on 
Thursday, some causing casualties, 
including a couple and their 
daughter who were wounded in an 
attack on their car.

Israel’s military renewed a 
warning to Lebanese not to cross the 
Zahrani River, around 45 kilometres 
from the border, after it last week 
declared all areas south of the river 
“combat zones”.

Earlier yesterday, the Israeli 
military said air raid sirens sounded 
in northern Israel, with one incident 
involving a “suspicious aerial target” 
resolved, while another incident was 
found to be a false alarm.

Hezbollah yesterday claimed 
several attacks on Israeli troops who 
have invaded south Lebanon.

Israel’s far-right National 
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir 
criticised the latest deal, calling it a 
“serious mistake”.

According to a statement issued 
after the meeting in Washington, 
the two sides – which do not have 
diplomatic relations – had agreed 
to create “pilot zones” in which the 
Lebanese army “will take exclusive 
control of the territory to the 
exclusion of all non-state actors”.

– AFP

Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in the Lebanese village of Zawtar al-
Sharkiyeh yesterday.                   – AFP 

TEHRAN – Iran’s supreme 
leader said yesterday that the United 
States and Israel had been dealt 
a “decisive blow” in the Middle 
East war, after the government 
reported “no tangible progress” in 
negotiations on ending the conflict.

Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei’s 
message, read out by a prayer leader at 
a ceremony marking the anniversary 
of the death of the Islamic republic’s 
founder, came after the US House of 
Representatives passed a resolution 
seeking to halt American military 
action in Iran.

Weeks of talks marked by 
threats and flare-ups of violence 
have failed to secure a deal to end 
the war and reopen the Strait of 
Hormuz, a key conduit for global 
energy flows.

The US and Iran have sent 
divergent messages, with Tehran 
insisting on steep conditions for 
progress, even as President Donald 
Trump again voiced optimism, 
telling reporters a deal “could 
happen... over the weekend”.

In his message, Khamenei 
said his country’s enemies, after 
“facing a decisive blow”, were now 
“experiencing a deeply meaningful 
and profound humiliation”.

Khamenei has not been seen 
in public since being wounded in 

strikes that killed his father and 
predecessor Ali Khamenei in the 
opening salvo of the US-Israeli 
bombing campaign on February 28.

Every June 4 since 1989, the 
elder Khamenei had delivered a 
speech at the commemoration of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s 
death.

This year, however, an empty 
chair bearing his portrait stood 
at the mausoleum, according to 
footage broadcast from the site.

Rebuke to Trump
Trump is under pressure to 

find a way out of the war, which 
has delivered a shock to markets 
and proven unpopular at home as 
midterm elections loom.

But in spite of a ceasefire 
that has largely held since April, 
progress towards a final deal has 
been halting and punctured by 
sporadic episodes of violence.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi had said on Wednesday 
that “communications with the 
Americans have not been cut off... 
but no tangible progress has been 
made in the negotiation process”.

Four lawmakers from Trump’s 
Republican party joined Democrats 
on Wednesday to vote 215-208 in 
favour of a resolution ordering the 

withdrawal of American troops 
from the Iran war.

“This is a loud and 
unambiguous message to Donald 
Trump on behalf of the American 
people: it’s time to end his deeply 
unpopular and illegal war of choice 
in Iran,” Democrats posted on X.

The resolution was largely 
symbolic, however, as the US 
president can veto it if it gains 
Senate approval.

At a congressional hearing, 
US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said Iran’s highly enriched 
uranium stockpiles were at the 
centre of discussions with Tehran.

The UN’s nuclear agency said 
in a confidential report seen by AFP 
yesterday that a lack of access to 
verify nuclear material in Iran posed 
a “proliferation concern”, calling 
on the Islamic republic to “engage 
the agency constructively”.

Washington insists Tehran 
must turn over its near-weapons-
grade enriched uranium, agree 
to curb its nuclear activities and 
reopen Hormuz.

Iran, however, has long claimed 
a right to enrichment, and has also 
preconditioned a deal on halting the 
parallel conflict in Lebanon, where 
Israel is fighting the Tehran-backed 
armed group Hezbollah.         – AFP

WASHINGTON – John Bolton, 
who served as Donald Trump’s national 
security advisor before becoming an 
outspoken critic of the US president, 
plans to plead guilty to one count of 
retaining classified documents, US 
media reported on Thursday.

The 77-year-old veteran 
diplomat is expected to enter the 
guilty plea at a hearing in federal 
district court in Maryland on June 
26, CNN and other outlets said.

Bolton, one of several Trump 
foes to be hit with criminal charges 
since the Republican president 
returned to the White House, was 
indicted in October on 18 counts of 
transmitting and retaining top secret 
national defense information.

CNN said Bolton will plead 
guilty to one felony count of illegal 
retention of sensitive national 
security information, which carries 
a sentence of up to 60 months in 
prison. He will also pay a fine of 
more than US$2 million.

Bolton was accused of sharing 
classified files by email with two 
“unauthorised individuals” who 
have not been identified but are 
believed to be his wife and daughter.

According to the Justice 
Department, the documents 
“revealed intelligence about future 

attacks, foreign adversaries, and 
foreign policy relations.”

Bolton served as Trump’s national 
security advisor in his first term and 
later angered the administration with 
the publication of a highly critical book, 
“The Room Where It Happened.”

He frequently appears on 
television news shows and in print 
to condemn the man he has called 
“unfit to be president.”

Trump has repeatedly lashed 
out at his former aide and withdrew 
his security detail shortly after 
returning to the White House in 
January of last year.

The Trump Justice Department 
has sought to bring cases against 
other prominent critics of the 
president, including New York 
Attorney General Letitia James and 
former FBI director James Comey.

Comey was indicted in April for 
allegedly threatening Trump’s life, five 
months after a previous case against 
the ex-FBI chief was thrown out.

The indictment by a grand jury 
in North Carolina stems from an 
Instagram post Comey made that 
showed the numbers “86 47” spelled 
out in seashells on a beach. Trump 
has alleged that “86” was slang for 
kill and “47” was a reference to his 
being the 47th president.         – AFP

Hezbollah chief rejects truce, demands Israeli withdrawal 
from Lebanon

Trump foe Bolton to plead 
guilty to retaining classi"ed 

info: US media

Iran’s leader says dealt enemies ‘decisive 
blow’ in Middle East war
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LISBON – Portuguese President António José 
Seguro said on Wednesday that Portugal will firmly 
uphold international law and work to advance peace, 
security and sustainable development during its 
tenure on the United Nations (UN) Security Council.

In a statement, Seguro said that Portugal’s 
election as a non-permanent member of the UN 
Security Council reflects international recognition 
of the country’s commitment to multilateralism and 
support for the UN.

Portugal was elected a non-permanent member 
of the UN Security Council on Wednesday for a 
two-year term, and will assume its seat on January 1, 
2027, serving until December 31, 2028.

Seguro said that during its two-year term on the 
Security Council, Portugal will uphold international 
law, promote peace, security and sustainable 
development, and engage in constructive dialogue 
and cooperation with all countries.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Luís Montenegro 
described the election as “a great achievement for 
Portugal on the largest stage of international politics,” 
and pledged to promote dialogue and cooperation 
while defending human rights, fighting poverty and 
advancing sustainable development.            – Xinhua

Interview
PRAIA – Relations between China and 

Cabo Verde have grown stronger over the past 
five decades and are now entering a new stage 
with broad prospects, Chinese Ambassador to 
Cabo Verde Zhang Yang has said.

In a recent interview with Xinhua, Zhang 
said that although China and Cabo Verde are 
separated by vast oceans, the two countries 
have maintained a traditional friendship and 
supported each other on issues concerning 
their core interests and major concerns.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between China and Cabo Verde. On April 
25, Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Cabo Verdean President Jose Maria Neves 
exchanged congratulatory messages to 
mark the occasion.

“China-Cabo Verde relations have 
stood the test of time,” Zhang said, adding 
that the elevation of bilateral ties to a 
strategic partnership in 2024 opened a new 
chapter for future cooperation.

Since the establishment of diplomatic ties 
in 1976, bilateral cooperation has continued to 
expand in such fields as infrastructure, health, 
education, agriculture, water resources and 
cultural exchanges, he said.

Zhang cited the Palace of the 
Government in Praia, built with Chinese 
assistance in the 1990s, as an important 
landmark of bilateral cooperation.

The ambassador also highlighted the 
maternity building at Dr. Baptista de Sousa 
Hospital in Mindelo on the island of São 
Vicente as a recent example of practical 
cooperation in the health sector. The 
project, he said, is an important China-
Cabo Verde cooperation initiative under 
the framework of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation and is expected to help 
improve maternal and child health services 
in the country.

As a small island developing state, 
Cabo Verde has important needs in areas 
such as infrastructure, information and 
communications, the blue economy, 
renewable energy and improving people’s 
livelihoods, Zhang said.

China’s cooperation with Cabo Verde, 
he said, is based on local needs and long-
term development priorities, with a focus 
on practical, people-centered projects.

“China is ready to work with Cabo Verde 
to implement more ‘small but beautiful’ 
livelihood projects that meet the needs of the 
people and support the country’s sustainable 
development,” Zhang said.

He said that this year, China will provide 
training for Cabo Verdean professionals 
in the field of the blue economy. Chinese 
enterprises are encouraged to participate 
in infrastructure projects, including 
those related to energy storage and water 
resources, in Cabo Verde.

Over the years, China has sent medical 
teams, agricultural experts and engineering 
technicians to Cabo Verde, and organized 
nearly 200 training programs for Cabo 
Verdean participants, helping train 
thousands of professionals, Zhang said.

Looking ahead, he said, China and Cabo 
Verde will find new opportunities under 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation.

China stands ready to work with Cabo 
Verde to advance cooperation in such areas 
as green development, the blue economy 
and social development, and to promote 
the signing of the China-Africa Economic 
Partnership for Shared Development 
agreement, Zhang said.

Since May 1, China has begun 
implementing expanded zero-tariff 
treatment on imports from all 53 African 
countries with which it has diplomatic 
relations, creating new opportunities for 
African countries, including Cabo Verde, 
to expand exports to the Chinese market, 
he said.

“China will continue to support Cabo 
Verde, within its capacity, in exploring a 
path to modernization suited to its own 
national conditions,” Zhang said.

Under the strategic guidance of the two 
heads of state, China-Cabo Verde relations 
are expected to embrace an even more 
promising next 50 years, he said.– Xinhua

Analysis
PRAIA – Cabo Verde is a small 

island country scattered across the 
Atlantic, where the sea has long 
linked people to distant shores.

For many Cabo Verdeans, China 
was once such a distant place – across 
continents, oceans and languages. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations between China 
and Cabo Verde. Half a century later, 
the distance is no longer measured 
only on maps. It is being shortened 
in hospital corridors, pediatric wards 
and Chinese-language classrooms.

At Dr. Agostinho Neto Hospital 
(HAN), the central hospital in Praia, 
Cabo Verdean doctor Marbel Leal 
works alongside Chinese doctors.

Leal once studied Chinese and 
clinical medicine in China. In 2025, 
she returned to Cabo Verde and 
joined HAN, where she has worked 
in departments including surgery, 
emergency medicine, intensive care 
and neurosurgery.

One of her colleagues is Chen 
Feng, head of the 22nd Chinese 
medical team to Cabo Verde and a 
critical care specialist. While one 
traveled thousands of miles from 
China to heal, the other returned 
from China to serve her homeland. 
Standing in the same hospital, they 
now care for the same patients.

Since 1984, China has sent 22 
medical teams to Cabo Verde. At 
HAN, Chinese doctors are no longer 
strangers. Leal said language and local 
working practices can be challenging 
for Chinese doctors when they first 
arrive, and her knowledge of Chinese 
often helps smooth communication.

“They are willing to adapt, and 
they are doing a good job,” Leal said.

Chen said Chinese medical 
teams not only provide clinical 
services, but also attach importance 
to training local medical personnel.

The intensive care unit at HAN, 
built with Chinese assistance and 
launched in 2024, features eight 
beds fully equipped with ventilators, 
cardiac monitors, and other vital 
life-support technology.

“It is Cabo Verde’s first ICU,” 
Chen said, emphasizing that the 
facility marks a leap forward for 
local critical care.

For three consecutive Chinese 
medical teams to Cabo Verde, 
the team leaders have been ICU 
specialists, a move aimed at helping 
the country gradually improve its 
critical care capacity.

Chinese doctors come in batches 
and leave when their missions end. 
But what remains is more than 
medical records and equipment. 
Local doctors like Leal, who can 
communicate in Chinese and bring 
medical knowledge learned in China 
back to Cabo Verdean wards, have 
become another kind of medical 
team –one that cannot be taken away.

China’s health cooperation with 
Cabo Verde also reaches beyond the 
capital.

On São Vicente Island, in the 
northern part of the archipelago, 
a new building at Dr. Baptista de 
Sousa Hospital in Mindelo has 
changed the daily experience of 
doctors, children and parents.

The maternity building, built 
with Chinese assistance and 
undertaken by China Railway 14th 
Bureau Group Corporation Limited, 
was completed and handed over to 
the Cabo Verdean side in July 2025.

As an important regional 
medical institution, Dr. Baptista 
de Sousa Hospital serves not only 
residents of São Vicente, but also 
patients from several other islands 
in northern Cabo Verde.

“This is not just a new building,” 
said Victor Manuel Moreira da 

Costa, the hospital’s board chairman. 
He said it means more comfortable, 
safer and higher-quality medical 
services for local patients.

The pediatric emergency and 
inpatient wards are already in use, 
while preparations are underway 
to move maternity services into the 
building. Moreira da Costa said the 
hospital will proceed with the move 
on the basis of patient safety.

For pediatrician Zuleica Fernandes, 
the changes are seen first in the wards.

She said that in the old space, 
some rooms could hold up to six beds. 
In the new pediatric ward, “rooms 
generally have three beds, with more 
space, better lighting and ventilation, 
and a lower risk of infection”.

For Vera Lúcia, a mother staying 
with her child in the ward, the new 
building has brought comfort in 
small but important ways.

“In the old ward, it was so 
crowded that it was hard even to 
find a place to sit,” she said. “Now 
there is more space and a better 
environment. I can stay with my 
child and even take a hot shower. I 
feel much more at ease here.”

In classrooms, another form of 
connection is taking root.

At the Confucius Institute of 
the University of Cabo Verde, local 

teacher Marta Luisa Freire Neves, 
known by her Chinese name Wei 
Mengxia, demonstrates Chinese 
tones to students.

She first encountered Chinese as 
a high school student in 2017.

“At that time, I could not understand 
Chinese at all, but I wanted to know 
what China was really like,” she said.

She later went to China’s 
Macao Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) to study Chinese 
systematically, and continued her 
studies in international Chinese 
language education. In 2023, she 
went to Beijing Language and Culture 
University for a master’s degree.

Now back in Cabo Verde, she teaches 
Chinese at the Confucius Institute.

“I came back because I wanted 
to teach my students everything I 
had learned,” she said. “It is not only 
about language and culture, but also 
about my experience of studying, 
living and growing in China.”

Kong Qingqing, a Chinese 
teacher at the institute, said the rise 
of local teachers like Neves shows 
that Chinese-language education 
has taken root in Cabo Verde.

Established in December 2015, the 
Confucius Institute of the University 
of Cabo Verde has registered more 
than 11,000 learners. Its courses and 

training programs now cover the 
university and 13 secondary schools.

Kong said the institute has 
continued to improve its teaching 
network and tiered teaching system, 
helping Chinese move from an 
interest-based subject to formal 
courses and integrate into Cabo 
Verde’s national education system.

Chinese Ambassador to Cabo 
Verde Zhang Yang said the Confucius 
Institute has become an important 
platform for Cabo Verdeans to learn 
about the Chinese language and culture.

University of Cabo Verde Rector 
Astrigilda Pires Rocha Silveira said 
educational cooperation is one 
of the most far-reaching areas of 
China-Cabo Verde cooperation over 
the past five decades.

She said the university’s new 
campus, built with Chinese assistance, 
has improved infrastructure and 
created new conditions for the 
modernization and internationalization 
of higher education in Cabo Verde.

This enduring partnership has 
reverberated at the highest levels of 
leadership. In a recent interview with 
Xinhua, Cabo Verdean President José 
Maria Neves said China has “always 
been present” at crucial moments in 
Cabo Verde’s development.

Cooperation with China has 
had a positive impact in areas such 
as education and training, health 
care, agriculture, water resources 
development and infrastructure 
construction, Neves said, noting 
that Chinese doctors and technical 
experts have long worked in Cabo 
Verde under cooperation programs.

Cabo Verde is not large, but it has 
always looked beyond the horizon. 
Across hospitals and classrooms, 
stories that once seemed to come 
from far away are now unfolding in 
daily life. Across oceans, the distance 
has quietly narrowed.          – Xinhua

Cabo Verdean physician Marbel Leal (left) works alongside a Chinese doctor at Dr. 

Agostinho Neto Hospital in Praia, Cabo Verde, on May 12, 2026.          – Xinhua
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MADRID – 
Jose Mourinho has 
emerged as Florentino 

Pérez’s preferred candidate to return 
as Real Madrid manager, as the club’s 
presidential race intensifies ahead of 
Sunday’s election.

In a brief video shared on the 
official Instagram account of Perez’s 
campaign, the Portuguese coach appears 
wearing a Real Madrid shirt and simply 
says: “Yes,” in what is widely seen as 
confirmation of his willingness to return 
to the Santiago Bernabeu.

He also said he would sign defender 
Ibrahima Konate who is leaving 
Liverpool.

The timing of the announcement 
appeared deliberate, coming as Pérez’s 
rival, Enrique Riquelme, unveiled his 
own ambitious plans during a television 
appearance.

Speaking on Antena 3, Riquelme 
pledged to sign Manchester City striker 
Erling Haaland and Spain international 
midfielder Rodri should he win the 
presidency on 7 June. He revealed a 
Real Madrid shirt bearing Haaland’s 
name and the number nine as part of 
the announcement.

“Rodri plays in a position Real 
Madrid need and he fits the profile. If I 
become president, he will play for Real 
Madrid,” Riquelme said. He added 
that discussions with Manchester City 
and the player’s representatives would 
begin “as early as next Monday”, while 
acknowledging the midfielder still has 
a year remaining on his contract.

“As for Haaland, it is a different 
situation. He has a release clause and 
would like to join Real Madrid,” he added.

The current president had 
previously stopped short of confirming 

his choice, though he has consistently 
praised the Portuguese coach.

Mourinho, who first managed Real 
Madrid between 2010 and 2013, would 
return to the club thirteen years after his 
departure. During his previous spell, he 
won a La Liga title, a Copa del Rey and 
a Spanish Super Cup, while overseeing 
a fierce rivalry with Pep Guardiola’s 
Barcelona.

He would be set to arrive in Madrid 
after managing Benfica this season.

Perez has also indicated that, should 
he remain in charge, a new signing will 
be announced later this week.

With both candidates setting out 
bold visions - one centred on a high-
profile managerial return, the other 
on marquee signings - Real Madrid’s 
presidential contest is shaping up to 
be one of the most closely watched in 
recent years.           – AFP

Napoli confirm Conte exit with Allegri 
tipped as new coach

ROME – Italian Serie A runners-up Napoli 
confirmed yesterday that coach Antonio Conte will 
leave the club after two years with former AC Milan 
manager Massimiliano Allegri tipped to take over.

“Napoli announces that an agreement has been reached 
with Antonio Conte and his staff to part ways before the 
natural expiry of their contracts,” the club said in a statement.

“We would like to thank the coach and his backroom team 
for their excellent work. We wish them the very best for the 
future and the next challenges they will face in their careers.

“Thanks, coach!”
Conte, 56, who guided Napoli to the Serie A title in the 

2024/25 campaign, has been widely touted as the favourite to 
take over as Italy coach.

The former Italy international previously coached the 
national side between 2014 and 2016, taking them to the Euro 
2016 quarter-finals where they lost on penalties to Germany.

Napoli are reported to be in advanced talks with Allegri, 
58, who was sacked as AC Milan coach after missing out on 
next season’s Champions League.   – AFP

Iraola jets in to Liverpool to finalise Anfield 
deal

LONDON – Andoni Iraola arrived in 
Liverpool yesterday to finalise the details of 
his appointment as the club’s new head coach 

following the dismissal of Arne Slot.
The 43-year-old flew into the city’s John Lennon Airport 

on a private jet from San Sebastian in Spain and was driven 
away in a silver people carrier shortly afterwards.

Iraola is understood to have agreed a two-year deal to 
succeed Slot, who was sacked last Saturday after a miserable 
Premier League title defence.

The Spaniard was quickly identified as the club’s primary 
target and negotiations have been conducted swiftly as he had 
already agreed to leave Bournemouth at the end of this season.

Slot led Liverpool to a record-equalling 20th English 
league title in his debut season in 2024/25 but was powerless 
to halt Liverpool’s slide in his second campaign in charge.

The Reds finished fifth in the Premier League, 25 points 
behind champions Arsenal, which at least guaranteed 
qualification for next season’s Champions League.

Iraola is expected to deliver a more urgent, aggressive 
style of football, which characterised the team under beloved 
former manager Jurgen Klopp.

He earned rave reviews for Bournemouth’s sixth-place finish 
in the Premier League this season, which secured European 
qualification for the first time in the club’s history.             – AFP

S Korea edge El Salvador 1-0 in final World 
Cup warm-up

PROVO, USA – South Korea kept up their momentum 
ahead of the World Cup with a 1-0 win over El Salvador 
on Wednesday in their final friendly before the tournament 
begins next week.

Lee Dong-gyeong scored 10 minutes into the second half 
at their training base in Utah to give South Korea their second 
straight friendly win following a 5-0 victory over Trinidad 
and Tobago last week.

“We had some difficulties offensively early in the match 
but I think this match will be of huge help for us,” said coach 
Hong Myung-bo.

“I think our players must have learnt a great deal today by 
playing this type of team.”

South Korea will face the Czech Republic, South Africa 
and co-hosts Mexico in Group A and begin their campaign 
against the Czechs in Guadalajara on June 11.

Captain Son Heung-min started on the bench and came on 
five minutes after Lee had given South Korea the lead with a 
curling, left-footed free-kick.

The 33-year-old Son, who has faced growing questions about 
his faltering form after scoring only twice for his club Los Angeles 
FC this season, scored twice against Trinidad and Tobago.

It took his international tally to 56 goals in 144 games, two 
short of Cha Bum-kun’s South Korea record.

Defender Cho Wi-je made his debut as a second-half 
substitute.

Cho, who was playing in South Korea’s second division until 
the start of this year, was called into the World Cup squad when 
Cho Yu-min was ruled out with an injury earlier this week.

“I think he played well stepping in for an injured player,” 
Hong said.

“He helped the team tremendously.” – AFP

Football shorts

Mourinho lined up as Riquelme promises Haaland 
and Rodri in Real Madrid election battle

Gwen Roley
WASHINGTON – Fraud-

sters are exploiting interest in 
the 2026 World Cup with a bar-
rage of scams, as authorities 

and researchers caution against fake 
websites impersonating FIFA’s official 
online presence to sell phantom tickets.

Controversy has already swirled 
around the football governing body’s 
official ticketing for the largest-ever 
World Cup, which begins June 11 
with an expanded 48-team format and 
104 matches across the United States, 
Mexico and Canada.

As sky-high entry costs price 
many people out, malicious actors are 
capitalising on desperate fans seeking 
bargains outside accredited channels, 
using techniques experts say represent 
a “new normal” for major events.

The FBI warned last week of three 
dozen websites - with domains such as 
“fifa-ticket.live” and “fifaworldcup26.
sale” - posing as the authentic fifa.com 
to steal personal information or sell 
fake tickets and products.

Singapore-based cybersecurity firm 
Group-IB reported an even larger scale 
of deception, identifying more than 

4,300 fraudulent domains posing as 
FIFA-affiliated that have registered since 
August, including over 300 operated by 
a single Chinese-speaking actor.

Many of the sites are dormant, 
researchers said, primed to activate as 
the competition nears.

“Scammers exploit fan excitement, 
limited ticket availability and the fear 
of missing out, knowing people may 
lower their guard when an opportunity 
feels exclusive or time-sensitive,” 
Justin Miller, associate professor 
of practice of cyber studies at the 
University of Tulsa, told AFP.

“Cybercriminals follow attention, 
urgency and money, and the World 
Cup sits at the intersection of all three,” 
Miller added, saying the lookalike 
sites show increasingly sophisticated 
cybercriminals consider it “easier to 
imitate trust than to break through 
security.”

The sites closely resemble fifa.com, 
stamped with official branding of the 
World Cup and payment partner Visa. 
Complex interfaces let users browse 
match offerings, make selections and 
proceed through checkout.

AFP reviewed dozens of now-

inactive Facebook ads, in multiple 
languages, directing users to scam 
ticket pages such as “fifa.house.”

Romania-based cybersecurity com-
pany Bitdefender also said it found 55 
football-related scam ad campaigns on 
Meta platforms, including promotions 
for phony collectibles and merchandise.

Meta has started deploying pop-up 
warnings when Facebook users search 
for tickets and said it dismantled a 
network linking to spoofed FIFA sites 
promoting “fake gambling content.”

Some scam sites target job hunters, 
promising meetings with World Cup 
employees whose names and photos 
were lifted from LinkedIn.

“Someone is fraudulently using my 
name and photo,” one staffer wrote on 
LinkedIn in April.

Offline fraud also appears to be 
rising. Toronto police said Monday 
they seized more than 16,000 fake 
football jerseys and flags, along with 
two counterfeit trophies.

Authorities in all three host 
countries have encouraged fans to 
purchase from verified sources, check 
web addresses and beware of splashy 
social media offers.         – AFP

Authorities warn of World Cup ticket, 
merchandise scams

Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland 
(centre) turns to celebrate after scoring their second 
goal during the English Premier League match against 
Brentford at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, north 
west England, on May 9.
Manchester City are considering legal action after Real 
Madrid presidential candidate Enrique Riquelme said 
he would sign superstar forward Haaland if elected.
Riquelme made the announcement on Spanish 
television on Wednesday, holding up a Real shirt 
bearing Haaland’s name and the number nine.
The presidential hopeful also said he would move 
for Spain international Rodri, who still has a year 
remaining on his contract with City.
“Rodri plays in a position Real Madrid need and he fits 
the profile. If I become president, he will play for Real 
Madrid,” Riquelme said on Antena 3.
“With Rodri, he is under contract and we must respect 
Manchester City. We would sit down to talk with the 
club and his representatives as early as next Monday,” added the renewable energy entrepreneur.
“As for Haaland, it is a different situation. He has a release clause and would like to join Real Madrid,” Riquelme said.
City issued a strong response to the comments about Haaland yesterday.
“The stories which have emerged from Spain regarding the future of Erling Haaland are untrue,” said a club spokesman.
“There is no chance of this happening and there is no contractual clause to enable it. We are considering legal action for the use of our 
player image in this context.”                                        – AFP
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England collapse to 140 all out 
against NZ in "rst Test

Cricket

Julian Guyer
LONDON – Kyle Jamieson did the bulk of 

the damage as England were dismissed for 140 
on the opening day of the first Test against New 
Zealand at Lord’s yesterday.

Jamieson led the way with 5-62 in 14 overs 
– the sixth five-wicket haul of the towering 
31-year-old fast bowler’s 20-Test career.

Harry Brook, with 56, was the lone England 
batsman to offer meaningful resistance and 
he was dropped twice during an otherwise 
impressive New Zealand fielding display.

Only five England batsmen made it into 
double figures, with opener Ben Duckett’s 19 
the next highest score in an innings wrapped up 
inside 40 overs.

After New Zealand captain Tom Latham won 
the toss, his pacemen made England suffer, even 
though Matt Henry, who was passed fit following 
a hamstring strain, only managed four overs 
before leaving the field.

Debutant Emilio Gay was out for eight, while 
Joe Root and Jamie Smith both scored just one 
run in England’s first Test since their woeful 
4-1 Ashes series loss in Australia concluded in 
January.

England were widely criticised for reckless 
batting during the Ashes but yesterday most of 
their batsmen succumbed to excellent bowling 
by New Zealand’s quicks.

Gay, playing in place of dropped opener Zak 
Crawley, emulated England great David Gower 
by hitting his first ball in Test cricket for four.

But Gay was first to go with the score on 16 when 
he edged Jamieson to Daryl Mitchell in the slips.

Nathan Smith had Duckett lbw before Jacob 
Bethell was dismissed in similar fashion by Will 
O’Rourke.

O’Rourke (3-38) next captured the key 
wicket of Root before Smith was clean bowled 
playing no shot to a Jamieson ball that cut back 
and knocked out his off stump.

Brook, who was dropped early in his innings 
by Devon Conway, struck a couple of resounding 
pulls for four before he was joined in the middle 
by Ben Stokes, on the England captain’s 35th 
birthday.

But Stokes fell for 12 when an edge off 
Jamieson was superbly caught low and one-handed 
by Kane Williamson, diving in front of first slip.

Brook had another reprieve, on 45, when 
he pulled Jamieson to deep midwicket only 
for Rachin Ravindra to somehow drop a 
straightforward catch.

But Jamieson struck again as Gus Atkinson 
was out lbw for four.

An edged boundary took Brook to a 64-ball 
fifty, including nine fours, but he holed out to 
Jamieson at long leg off Smith soon afterwards.

England had slumped to 118-8 in the bowler-
friendly conditions.

Two balls after the tea break, Jamieson had 
Ollie Robinson caught behind.

Josh Tongue and Shoaib Bashir briefly kept 
New Zealand at bay with a last-wicket stand of 
22 before Smith ended the innings by having 
Bashir caught in the slips.

The Test at Lord’s, the 150th at the London 
ground, is the first of a three-game series. – AFP

New Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell loses his wicket from 

England’s Ollie Robinson on the opening day of the 

first cricket test match between England and New 
Zealand at Lord’s cricket ground in London yesterday. 

– AFP

PARIS – Mirra Andreeva raced into 
her first Grand Slam final as she beat 
an erratic Marta Kostyuk 6-1, 6-3 at the 
French Open yesterday.

The 19-year-old Russian took one hour 
and 16 minutes to overcome her Ukrainian 
opponent. Andreeva will play Pole Maja 
Chwalinska in tomorrow’s final.

“I’m still very, very nervous. I was 
very nervous coming into this match,” said 
eighth-seeded Andreeva on court at the end.

Kostyuk, the 15th seed, had won her 
previous two meetings with Andreeva, both 
this year. The most recent was on clay in 
the final in Madrid as Kostyuk put together 
a 17-match unbeaten run on the red dirt 
coming into the Roland Garros last four.

Yet, yesterday, she quickly started to 
unravel against her teenage opponent. 
Kostyuk dropped serve in the very first 
game after two double faults and a pair 
of unforced errors.

She led 0-40 in Andreeva’s first service 

game but a combination of Kostyuk errors 
on high-risk strokes and the Russian’s 
steadier defence allowed Andreeva to 
recover to consolidate the break.

The pattern persisted as Andreeva 
grabbed the initiative to win through the 
34-minute set.

Kostyuk had a break point in the 
first game of the second set but could 
not take it.

Andreeva pulled 4-1 ahead. Kostyuk, 
who finished with 34 unforced errors, 
finally forced a break of her own but 
promptly dropped serve to love and 
Andreeva duly served out the win.

“She’s had an amazing season,” said 
Andreeva of Kostyuk. “She’s an amazing 
player, very tough opponent.

“I’m super happy with the way I 
played and then that I got revenge for 
Madrid final and I’m happy that I’m in my 
first-ever Grand Slam final.

“All of these feelings combined it’s amaz-

ing. I’ve never felt anything like this before.”
Andreeva was the only one of the 

women’s semi-finalists to have reached 
this stage at one of the four majors - she 
lost to Jasmine Paolini at the last-four 
stage of Roland Garros in 2024.

“I’m nervous but at the same time I’m 
very, very excited,” added Andreeva of 
playing her first major title-decider.

Qualifier Chwalinska downs 
Shnaider

Polish world number 114 Chwalinska 
made French Open history yesterday as 
she beat Diana Shnaider in straight sets to 
become the first qualifier to go all the way 
to the final at Roland Garros.

The 24-year-old’s 7-6 (7/4), 6-4 victory 
over Russian 25th seed Shnaider made her 
only the second woman to come through 
qualifying and reach a Grand Slam final, 
after Emma Raducanu’s title run at the US 
Open in 2021.                       – AFP

Andreeva races past Kostyuk to 
reach French Open "nal

Poland’s Maja Chwalinska celebrates after winning against 

Russia’s Diana Shnaider at the end of their  semi final singles 
match at the French Open tennis tournament on Court Philippe-

Chatrier at the Roland-Garros Complex in Paris yesterday.  – AFP

F1

MONACO – Local hero Charles 
Leclerc and Lewis Hamilton are widely 
expected to end Ferrari’s long winless 
streak and finish Italian teenager Kimi 
Antonelli’s record streak in Sunday’s 
Monaco Grand Prix.

Leclerc, who this week agreed a 
contract extension with Ferrari, won his 
home race in 2024 and has claimed pole 
position three times in the last five years, 
but he was out-qualified and out-raced 
by a revived Hamilton, who finished 
second, in Montreal two weeks ago.

In Canada, Mercedes’ precocious 
championship leader reeled off a fourth 
consecutive win, including his maiden 
F1 triumph, to open a 43-point gap 
ahead of team-mate George Russell.

But, Antonelli admitted, he had 
enjoyed some luck and recognised too 
that Ferrari’s more nimble car and power 
unit were likely to be better suited to 
the classic Mediterranean street circuit 
where Mercedes have often struggled.

The Silver Arrows last won on the 
unforgiving barrier-lined streets of the 
principality in 2019 when Hamilton 
was on his way to his sixth title. It was 
his third Monaco win, the most by any 
current driver and he is relishing a return 
to one of his favourite circuits.

“It’s the one track we go to where 
power is not king,” he said. “It’s 
definitely about the car performance and 
our car could be really strong there.”

Antonelli, the boy prodigy mentored 
by Hamilton in his final days at 
Mercedes before moving to Ferrari last 
year, admitted: “I think Ferrari is the 
team to beat in Monaco. It’s going to be 
very interesting to see how we do there.”

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff 
has played down their prospects of 
continued success.

“Monaco is different to all the 
other circuits and a car that has been 
competitive elsewhere is not guaranteed 
anything here,” he said.

“The margins are small, the 
consequences are high.”

Last year, Russell finished 11th and 
Antonelli 18th, a result that Mercedes 
will seek to avoid repeating as they 
defend their championship lead after 
five straight wins.

Qualifying the key
For Ferrari, it represents a chance 

to claim a first win since Carlos Sainz 
triumphed in Mexico in 2024 and to 
confirm their renaissance with a car 
well-conceived for the new hybrid era.

As always, tomorrow’s qualifying 
session is likely to be a decisive 
factor, but many observers believe the 
“yo-yo” characteristic of this year’s 
racing - created by the use of a new 
overtake mode can create more possible 
overtaking moves in the race.

It gives a driver, who is within a 
second of another car, an extra 0.5 MJ 
of electrical energy from the power unit, 
which has a 50-50 division of traditional 
engine and battery.

Last year’s race saw world champion 
Lando Norris dominate with a classic 
hat-trick of pole position, victory and 
fastest lap for McLaren, the most 
successful team in Monaco with 16 wins 
since their F1 debut there in 1966.

The team hope to celebrate their 60th 
anniversary and 1,000th race start by 
thwarting Ferrari and Mercedes, with 
Red Bull likely also to be in contention 
through not only Max Verstappen, a 
two-time Monaco winner, but also the 
talented French driver Isack Hadjar.

He was fifth on the grid last year for 
Racing Bulls and finished sixth in the race 
in what was an impressive rookie season.

The race has been shifted to a later 
date in the calendar, after traditionally 
occupying the Ascension Day weekend, 
and is the first of a run of six races in 
eight weeks with the teams moving on 
immediately to Barcelona.

The weekend will see Cadillac 
make their maiden race appearance at 
the glamorous “jewel in the F1 crown”, 
delighting their American audience as 
the sport continues to attract viewers in 
the United States.             – AFP

Ferrari tipped to end 
Antonelli’s winning run
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Jastinder Khera
BERLIN – Award-winning German 

director Wim Wenders said on Wednesday 
he was withdrawing his 1975 film “Wrong 
Move” after a campaign by German actress 
Nastassja Kinski against a scene in which she 
appeared topless when she was 13 years old.

In a statement on his foundation’s website, 
Wenders apologised to Kinski and said that 
the Wim Wenders Foundation, which owns 
the film, is withdrawing it from all current 
channels of distribution.

“As the only person responsible at the 
time for ‘Wrong Move’ who is still here, I 
recognise that Nastassja Kinski should have 
been better protected back then,” Wenders, 
80, said in the statement.

“For that, I apologise to you, Nastassja, 
unreservedly, no ifs and buts,” said Wenders, 
one of the most influential German directors 
of recent decades, whose accolades include a 
BAFTA award and a Palme d’Or at Cannes.

Last month Kinski, 65, gave an interview 
to the Süddeutsche Zeitung daily in which 
she said she had for years been trying to get 
Wenders to change the film, without success.

“That was my first film, he was my first 
director, and he didn’t protect me,” Kinski 
told the newspaper.

“Even though I didn’t know all that much 
at 13, I picked up on the fact that something 
wasn’t right,” she said.

The Wim Wenders Foundation said it 

would seek a “broad dialogue” with German 
film institutions about what to do with the 
film in future.

“Only after that process has taken place 
– even if it takes considerable time – and 
once we have been able to present a mutually 
agreed solution, which will include Nastassja 
Kinski, will we make the film available 
again,” it said.

Wenders added in the statement: “The 
many reactions, comments and conversations 

of recent days have played a significant role 
in further sharpening my understanding of the 
events of that time. For that, I am grateful.

“Only an open and respectful exchange 
can lead us to reconsider positions and 
reassess responsibilities.”

‘Long overdue’ decision
In a statement to AFP, Kinski’s lawyer 

Christian Schertz said that he “welcomed” the 
decision but said that it had been “long overdue”.

“I also regret that it has only happened as 
result of public pressure,” he said.

“We have to wait to see what [Wenders’s] offer 
of dialogue actually consists of,” Schertz said.

Nastassja Kinski is the daughter of late 
German film icon Klaus Kinski and his second 
wife Brigitte. She achieved Hollywood fame 
with films such as “Cat People” and “Tess”.

In 2013 she gave an interview to the Bild 
am Sonntag newspaper in which she described 
her late father as a “tyrant” and accused him 
of trying to abuse her.

“Wrong Move” is one of several films 
which have gained notoriety due to complaints 
from the actors who starred in them.

In 2023, actors Olivia Hussey and 
Leonard Whiting filed a lawsuit over Franco 
Zeffirelli’s 1968 “Romeo and Juliet”, in 
which they starred at the ages of 15 and 16 
respectively.

The film featured a brief bedroom scene 
in which Whiting’s buttocks and Hussey’s 
bare breasts were visible, but a California 
judge rejected their argument that the movie 
amounted to sexual exploitation and “child 
pornography”.

“Last Tango in Paris”, directed by Italian 
director Bernardo Bertolucci in 1972, contains 
a rape scene filmed without the consent of 
actress Maria Schneider, who was then 19.

She later said she was crying real tears 
during filming and her co-star Marlon Brando 
did not console her afterwards.       – AFP

Wenders pulls 1975 film over teenaged Kinski topless scene

German director Wim Wenders (left) and German actress Nastassja Kinski pose upon arrival for the 30th 
European Film Awards in Berlin, on December 9, 2017.                – AFP  

Paula Ramon
Spanish actor Javier Bardem 

drew inspiration from the natural 
world to embody the disturbed 
protagonist in the TV version 
of “Cape Fear”, bringing the 
character, previously portrayed 
by Robert De Niro and Robert 
Mitchum, to a new generation 
with different traumas.

“There’s some menace, there’s 
this animal component in Max 
Cady that has always been there, 
that is so physical”, Bardem told 
journalists ahead of the series’ 
release on Apple TV today.

“But also it has to be attractive. 
It has to be something that you 
cannot take your eyes off, and 
at the same time, when you least 
expect, it can attack you”, added 
the 57-year-old actor.

It’s a quality that co-star Amy 
Adams says makes Cady a “patient 
predator”.

The 51-year-old actress plays 
Anna Bowden, who, along with 
her husband Tom (Patrick Wilson) 
and their two children, becomes 
the target of Cady’s fury years 
after he is jailed for murdering his 
own wife.

Adams says she drew inspira-
tion for the role from the performers 
of Hollywood’s Golden Age.

“I always sort of go back to 
classic actresses in the way that 
they could sort of toe a line between 
extreme femininity and just rock 
hard will and grit”, she said.

“I think it’s just a part of 
how I like to view women is this 
‘strong’ and ‘soft,’ and I love that 
contradiction”, she added.

‘Invisible vulnerabilities’
The series is based on the 

1957 book “The Executioners” 
by John D. MacDonald, which 
was adapted into two films, one in 
1962 and the other in 1991.

The latter version starred 
Robert De Niro, Nick Nolte, and 
Jessica Lange, and was directed 
by Martin Scorsese.

Scorsese and Steven Spielberg 
are executive producers of the 
upcoming series created by Nick 
Antosca.

Antosca said expanding a two-
hour film into a 10-episode series 
allowed the team to create twists 
and turns that reflect the nature of 
the current moment.

One of the new elements is 
Cady’s story, whose murder trial is 
the genesis of the marriage between 
his then-lawyer Anna and the 

prosecutor, a young Tom Bowden.
The idea was that “this family’s 

life and their happiness is fully 
built on Max Cady’s suffering. 
He’s not an incidental, forgotten 
figure in their past”, Antosca said.

“Both the husband and wife 
were involved in the trial...they got 
married because of the trial. They 
have kids because of the trial.

“’Cape Fear’ is the story of the 
destruction of a family that feels safe 
[by] a monster...who finds invisible 
vulnerabilities under the surface”.

The television format also 
allowed the production to give 
Cady more depth and show the 
evolution of his rage.

“I wanted the audience to be 
able to sympathise with him at 
times, and be terrified of him at 
times,” Antosca told AFP on the 
Los Angeles red carpet.       – AFP

Javier Bardem terrifies Amy Adams in TV 
adaptation of ‘Cape Fear’

(From left to right) US actress Malia Pyles, Spanish actor Javier Bardem and US 
actress Lily Collias pose upon arrival for Apple TV’s “Cape Fear” premiere at the 
Directors Guild of America in Los Angeles on Tuesday.        – AFP 

LOS ANGELES – British 
football superstar David Beckham 
is to be honoured with a star 
on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame, 
organisers announced on Tuesday, 
as the United States readies to host 
the World Cup.

Movie legend Tom Cruise and 
the player’s pop star-turned-fashion 
designer wife Victoria Beckham will 
be at the ceremony next Friday to 
unveil the plaque immortalising the 
British midfielder on Hollywood’s 
most famous thoroughfare.

The ceremony for the 51-year-
old former England captain will 
take place hours before the first 
game on US soil in this year’s 
World Cup, which is being jointly 
hosted by Mexico, Canada and the 
United States.

“David Beckham’s recognition 
with a Hollywood Walk of Fame 
star in the Sports Entertainment 
category comes at a fitting moment 
as the United States prepares to 
host the FIFA World Cup,” said 

Ana Martinez of the Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce.

“Beckham’s role in elevating 
soccer’s profile in America and 
his lasting influence on sports, 
entertainment, and global culture 
make this honour especially 
meaningful,” she said.

During his club playing career, 
Beckham spent time at Manchester 
United, Real Madrid, AC Milan, 
the American side LA Galaxy, and 
Paris Saint-Germain, where he hung 
up his boots in 2013.

More recently, he became a 
co-owner of the US team Inter 
Miami CF, which signed Argentine 
superstar Lionel Messi, and won 
the Major League Soccer Cup 
Championship last year.

Beckham, who was knighted 
by Britain’s King Charles III last 
year, also ventured into the enter-
tainment industry, co-founding the 
content production company Stu-
dio 99 in 2019.

– AFP

Beckham to get star on 
Hollywood Walk of Fame
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Harassed mum
Ten-week-old Sumatran tiger cub triplets 
play next to their mother Dini, 10, during 
their debut at Taman Safari Indonesia 
in Pasuruan in East Java province 
yesterday.                       – AFP

Still popular!
People pose for pictures at the 
“Gangnam Style” sculpture, in the style 
of the horse-riding dance move from the 
music video of the K-pop song Gangnam 
Style by South Korean singer Psy, at the 
COEX Mall in Seoul yesterday.      – AFP

Brightens the 
neighbourhood
A view of the houses that make up the 
Macromural of Pachuca, Mexico on 
Wednesday.               – AFP

Regreening all over
This photograph taken on April 20 shows 
an Afghan resident planting a tree 
with his children outside their home in 
Charikar district, Parwan province.
Under the shade of recently planted 
poplars in northeastern Afghanistan, 
village leader Ghulam Ali Poya is proud 
to see residents rediscover the value of 
trees after years of wartime deforestation 
from the 1979 Soviet invasion until the 
fall of the first Taliban government in the 
early 2000s. Efforts are now underway 
to revive the landscape in communities 
across Afghanistan.                       – AFP
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I shall wait here!
A woman visits Starfield Library at the COEX Mall in 
Seoul yesterday.                               – AFP

Totally cool outcome
This photo taken last Tuesday shows a colored 
glaze artwork.
In early summer, the production workshop of 
“Heshunlu,” a time-honored colored glaze brand in 
Boshan District of Zibo City, Shandong Province, is 
already swelteringly hot.           – Xinhua


