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smart security

Khalel Vallo

Macau International  Airport
(MIA) operator CAM announced
in a statement yesterday that it has
launched its “MIA One ID” smart
security and boarding services, intro-
ducing facial recognition technology
to streamline departure procedures
and enhance passenger experience.

According to the statement, the
“MIA One ID” system adopts a single
identity identification model based on
facial recognition, aiming to integrate
the airport’s departure and passenger
identification systems to enable
a paperless process covering pre-
security checks and self-boarding.

Passengers aged 11 or above
holding electronic travel documents
can enrol at the airport’s check-in
counters, self-check-in kiosks or
e-security gates, the statement noted.

Since its recent launch, eligible
passengers have been able to
complete security checks in around
two minutes, without opening
hand luggage or undergoing body
searches, the statement said, adding
that all boarding gates connected to
loading bridges are now equipped
with self-boarding facilities.

The statement said that the
company’s research on upgrading
the departure security area began
in early 2024, adding that part of
the former duty-free shop space
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Macau Int’l Airport launches ‘MIA One ID’
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“MIA One ID” smart security and boarding services in action.

was reallocated to expand the
security and departure areas, aiming
to improve passenger flow and
processing efficiency.

According to the statement,
the “One ID” concept is a
global initiative promoted by
the International Air Transport
Association (IATA), with biometric
identification and trusted digital

identities seen as key drivers of
airport digital transformation.

The departure security upgrade
project commenced last year and was
carried out in phases without affecting
airport operations, involving area
renovations, new security equipment
and system installation, with an
investment of about 43 million
patacas, the statement said.
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y shows the newly launched

According to the statement, most
of the area renovations and security
equipment procurement projects
were completed last November
and are now fully operational,
expanding the overall security space
by about half.

The statement added that the
upgrade includes eight security
lanes equipped with an automated
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carry-on baggage screening system,
automatic tray retrieval, assisted
unpacking  workstations,  and
millimetre-wave body imaging
security scanners, all of which has
increased the airport’s passenger
security processing capacity.

The statement concluded that it
will continue leveraging technology
to the core wvalues of “Safety,
Efficiency, and Effectiveness”
while  leveraging  technology
to transform the airport into a
modern urban infrastructure that
integrates operations, security, and
services while supporting the local
government’s “1+4” development
strategy and aiming to reinforce
Macau’s positioning as a World
Centre of Tourism and Leisure. B

US Senate rebukes Trump on Venezuela in war powers vote

WASHINGTON —

leader Nicolas Maduro.

The Democratic-led legislation,
which bars further US hostilities
against Venezuela without explicit
congressional authorisation, got
through a key procedural vote with

support from five Republicans.

The vote on final passage,

The US
Senate took a major step yesterday
towards passing a resolution to
rein in President Donald Trump’s
military actions in Venezuela — a
rare bipartisan rebuke following
alarm over the secretive capture of

expected next week, is now seen
as little more than a formality, and
would mark one of Congress’s
most forceful assertions of its war-
making authority in decades.

The effort is seen as largely
symbolic however, as the resolution
faces a steep climb in the US
House and almost no prospect of
surviving a likely veto by Trump.

It followed a  dramatic
escalation in US action — including
air and naval strikes and the
nighttime seizure of Maduro in
Caracas — that lawmakers from

both parties said went beyond a
limited law-enforcement operation
and crossed unmistakably into war.

“Less than courageous members
of Congress fall all over themselves
to avoid taking responsibility,
to avoid the momentous vote of
declaring war,” said Senator Rand
Paul, the Kentucky Republican
who broke with much of his party
to co-sponsored the measure.

“But make no mistake, bombing
another nation’s capital and
removing their leader is an act of
war, plain and simple. No provision

in the Constitution provides such
power to the presidency.”

Trump said in an interview
published yesterday the United
States could run Venezuela and tap
into its oil reserves for years, telling
The New York Times “only time
will tell” how long Washington
would demand direct oversight of
the South American nation.

Democrats are framing the
resolution as a constitutional line in
the sand after what they described
as months of misleading briefings,
including assurances from the

administration as recently as
November that it had no plans for
strikes on Venezuelan soil.

The administration has argued
the Maduro operation was legally

justified as part of a broader campaign

against transnational drug trafficking,
characterising it as a battle with cartels
designated as terrorist organisations.
Republican  leaders largely
defended the president, touting
his authority to conduct limited
military actions in defence of US
national security. (More about
Venezuela crisis on p.12)  — AFP
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China, African Union hold strategic
dialogue at AU headquarters

Foreign Minister Wang Yi and African Union (AU) Com-
mission Chairperson Mahmoud Ali Youssouf yesterday jointly
held the ninth China-AU Strategic Dialogue at the AU head-
quarters in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. — Story on p. 7

e0ccc0000cc000000000000

Macron accuses US of ‘turning away’
from allies, breaking rules

Emmanuel Macron warned yesterday that the US was
“gradually turning away” from some of its allies and “breaking free
from international rules”, offering some of his strongest criticism
yet of Washington’s policies under Donald Trump. — Story on p. 10
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Trump has options in Greenland,
but provocation may be the point

If President Donald Trump is serious about bolstering
the US presence in Greenland, he has options — but he
may still want the most provocative one.

— Story on p. 11
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Northern district to host 6-week consumption carnival

Armindo Neves

The Industry and Commerce
Association of Macau Northern
District (AICZNM) hosted a press
conference at the Bank of China
(BOC) Building on Avenida Doutor
Mario Soares yesterday about its a
six-week consumption carnival.

According to a statement by the
association, over 470 businesses in
the northern district will participate
in the event, which aims to boost the
local economy.

The event, which will take place
from next Monday to February 20, is
funded by the Industrial Development
Fund (IDF) and supported by Bank
of China (Macao).

During the event, the statement
noted, consumers may use the Bank
of China (Macau) mobile banking
app “BOCPAY” from Monday to
Friday to spend at least 100 patacas
at participating merchants. All the
e-vouchers will be issued by the

Industry and Commerce Association of Macau Northern District (AICZNM) Chairman Raymond Wong Kin Chong (centre),
Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT) Economic Activities Development Department Chief Lau Kit Lon
(third from left), Bank of China (Macao) Vice-President Chan Weng Tat (third from right) and other representatives look on during

yesterday’s press conference at the Bank of China Building on Avenida Doutor Mario Soares.

local branch of Bank of China.
Consumers can access the carnival’s
event page to draw “electronic
vouchers” three times during the
five-day period and receive one

entry into a lucky draw per week.
The e-vouchers have denominations
ranging from 10 to 50 patacas. They
are valid for 14 days and can be
spent every day.

Northern district councillors discuss strategies
to boost Spring Festival community economy

Armindo Neves

The government-appointed North-
ern District Community Service
Consultative Council held its first
regular monthly meeting of the year
yesterday, where, among other things,
ideas of how to boost the Spring Fes-
tival (aka Chinese New Year) com-
munity economy were raised.

The nearly two-hour meeting
was held at the Patane Activity
Centre on Avenida de Demétrio
Cinatti (£ 5 1 & Hh XSG 28).

The first part of the meeting was
open to the media, during which
councillors raised various issues one
by one. The meeting then proceeded
behind closed doors.

The  closed-door  meeting
was attended by Economic and

Technological Development Bureau
(DSEDT) officials to brief the
councillors on regulations related to
the import and export of endangered
wildlife, while officials from the
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
introduced quarantine measures for
ornamental plants ahead of the 2026
Chinese New Year.

The Chinese New Year this year
falls on February 17, when the Year
of the Horse begins.

Councillor Chan Ka In expressed
hope that the government would
continue to organise various Chinese
New Year (CNY) celebratory activities
in the northern district, complemented
by distinctive street art installations
or festive “da kat” (the Chinese term
for photo op places) spots, to establish

Northern District Community Service Consultative Council Deputy Convenor Wong
Chio U (right) and fellow councillor Ip Weng Hong pose during yesterday’s press
briefing after the government-appointed council’s closed-door meeting at the Patane

Activity Centre on Avenida de Demétrio Cinatti.

- Photo: Armindo Neves
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Macau Weather

COLD AND VERY DRY.

FINE.

FORCE 2 TO 4 NORTH TO
NORTHEASTERLY WINDS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL
RANGE BETWEEN 20% AND 60%.

10°C~19°C
Source: SMG

the area as a “must-visit” destination
for visitors. Chan also suggested that,
inspired by the “Flora Féte with Sanrio
Characters” themed bus initiative, a
CNY zodiac-themed bus service be
launched to tour the district and even
be extended to Zape, enhancing inter-
district connectivity.

“Zape” is the Portuguese
acronym for Outer Harbour Land
Reclamation Zone.

Councillor Lei Choi Hong said
that she hopes that the government
will launch consumption-boosting
activities at weekends and statutory
holidays,  while strengthening
collaboration with online payment
platforms to facilitate participation
by tourists and residents alike. This
would encourage local spending
and help distribute crowds during
the CNY holiday, she said.

During the post-meeting press
briefing, the council’s deputy con-
venor Wong Chio U and council-
lor Ip Weng Hong cited a DSEDT
statement released to the council-
lors during meeting about the local
regulations of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), clarifying that DSEDT and
IAM serve as the management and
scientific authorities respectively
concerning the CITES regulation.
The restrictions on importing and
exporting CITES Appendix-listed
species and corresponding penalties
(with fines of up to 500,000 patacas)
were also explained by the four offi-
cials from the two bureaus, two from
each, who attended the meeting.

Wong and Ip also cited an IAM
statement as stating that a temporary
quarantine station for ornamental
plants will be set up at the Barrier
Gate checkpoint prior to the CNY
period (February 14-16, from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m.) to facilitate residents
bringing in CNY ornamental plants,
with a limit of one kilogram per
person per entry. Both stressed that
only the Barrier Gate will provide
this temporary measure. B

- Photo: AICZNM

According to the statement,
the entries for the lucky draw are
cumulative, with prizes such as
a light passenger van, electric
motorcycles, smartphones, digital

products, household appliances,
and consumption vouchers, among
others. The winners will be drawn
live at the closing ceremony in
March.

AICZNM Chairman Raymond
Wong Kin Chong said that the
carnival will run through the Chinese
New Year, with the aim of further
stimulating  holiday  consumer
spending. The participating
merchants are primarily from the
catering and retail sectors, and some
of them will also offer additional
discounts, Wong said, adding that
he expects the consumer spending
carnival to boost business in the
area by 20 percent to 30 percent
and generate a total turnover of 10
million patacas.

Wong also said that the initial
allocation for e-vouchers is around
one million patacas, while the total
budget will depend on consumers’
spending patterns. ®

Macau logs this year’s 1+
imported chikungunya case

Ida Cheong

Macau has recorded this year’s
first imported case of chikungunya
fever, a 45-year-old non-local
male worker, the Health Bureau
(SSM) announced in a statement
on Wednesday.

According to the statement,
the patient travelled to the
Philippines with his family from
December 20 to Sunday, and
developed symptoms such as
fever, joint pain, and headache
after returning to Macau on
Monday. He sought medical
attention at a health centre. As the
symptoms persisted, he visited
the emergency department of the
public Conde de Sao Januario
Hospital Centre (CHCSJ) on
Tuesday, the statement said.

The statement noted that his
blood sample confirmed infection
with chikungunya fever, adding
that the patient continues to have
a fever and has been admitted to
CHCSJ for hospitalisation, and
his family members have also
developed similar symptoms and
have all sought medical treatment.

Based on the patient’s travel
history, the timing of the symptoms
onset, and laboratory test results,
this case has been classified as first
local imported case of Chikungunya
fever, the statement said.

1*'local imported case of
dengue fever this year

Meanwhile, Macau recorded
this year’s first imported case
of dengue fever on Monday, the
Health Bureau (SSM) announced
in a separate statement on Monday.

The statement pointed out that
a 28-year-old local male travelled
with his family to Da Nang,
Vietnam, from December 20 to 27
last year, and then visited China’s
Taiwan region from December 3
to Wednesday.

Thepatient fellill during his trip
on New Year’s Day, experiencing

fever and seeking local medical
treatment, the statement said,
adding that he developed a rash
on his limbs on Saturday. After
returning to Macau on Sunday, he
went to the public Conde de Sao
Januario Hospital Centre Islands’
emergency station in Cotai due
to persistent symptoms and
underwent a blood test.

On Monday’s afternoon, his
blood sample tested positive for
dengue fever Type 1. The patient
continued to have a fever and was
admitted to CHCS]J for in-patient
treatment later that day.

The statement added that his travel
companions and cohabiting family
members showed no symptoms.

Based on the patient’s
travel history, the timing of the
symptoms onset, and laboratory
test results, this case has been
classified as local first imported
case of dengue fever of the year.

The Health Bureau will
dispatch officials to inspect
breeding sources and conduct
preventive mosquito control in
areas near where both patients were
active in local neighbourhoods,
according to the two statements.

The statement urged residents
to enhance mosquito prevention
measures when travelling to
regions where chikungunya fever
and dengue fever are prevalent,
such as Southeast Asia. B
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This poster shows the symptoms of
chikungunya fever. - Photo courtesy
of Sprint Medical
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MPU to host Open Day tomorrow
4
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MACAOQO POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY

2026 FRMHE
OPEN DAY 2026

2026 01.10

7\ Saturday
14 00 18:00

ThIS image provided by the Macao Polytechnic University (MPU).

Rui Pastorin

The Macao Polytechnic University (MPU) will be hosting its
Open Day tomorrow from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. on its main campus on
Rua de Luis Gonzaga Gomes (53¢ 1 4f7), in Zape.

The event, which also celebrates MPU’s 45" anniversary, is open
to students, parents and other members of the public. It will feature a
raft of activities, according to a statement from the public university
yesterday. Among them are degree programme briefings, exhibitions,
workshops, experiential activities, academic consultation, campus
tours, and an online-offline interview programme, the statement said.

The statement highlighted that teaching facilities and research
labs will also be open by various academic departments. Other
activities that visitors can join on Saturday are course consultation
briefings, subject experience workshops, discussion sessions, and
campus tours, among others, the statement said. Moreover, the
online-offline programme will also include discussion sessions on
topics including industry prospects and research dynamics.

The Open Day’s opening ceremony will start at 2:30 p.m. One can
find more details about tomorrow’s event, including the scheduled
events, on www.mpu.edu.mo/openday2026/index.html or MPU’s
WeChat public account. Moreover, by completing specified tasks on
the open day website, the statement said that one can earn points for
commemorative gifts for the 45" anniversary celebration, which they
can redeem during the event.

Meanwhile, more details about programmes and enrolment can
be found on www.mpu.edu.mo/admission/zh/index.php m
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Macao Orchestra to present
‘Tribute to Mozart’ concert series

Kristina Vallesteros

The Macao Orchestra (OM) will present a three-
concert series later this month dedicated to the works
of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, according to a recent
statement from the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC).

The “Tribute to Mozart*” series will be held from
January 23 to 25, with performances at Sdo Domingos
Church and the Cathedral in the city centre. According
to the statement, three “internationally renowned”
violinists will perform the complete cycle of Mozart’s
five violin concertos.

The first concert, “The Gift of Genius”, will feature
Bulgarian violinist Svetlin Roussev performing three
early violin concertos on January 23, starting at 8 p.m.,
at Sdo Domingos (St Dominique) Church. The second
concert, “Essential Classics”, will start at 8§ p.m. the
next day at the Cathedral. It will mark the Macau
debut of 17-year-old violinist Zhang Aozhe (& F¥T)
from Hebei. The final concert is on January 25 and
titled “Forever Classics”, which will be commence at
Sao Domingos Church at 5 p.m., featuring violinist
Yu-Chien Tseng (¥ 5%%#) from Taipei performing
Mozart’s Violin Concerto No. 5.

The statement noted that each concert will be
preceded by a talk hosted by local music scholar
Katy Ieong Cheng Ho Weatherly. Additional outreach
activities, including masterclasses and meet-the-
musician sessions are also slated to be held from
January 21 to 25, the statement said.

Tickets for the concerts are priced at 150 patacas
and are available through the Macau Ticketing website.
Each performance will last approximately one hour to
one hour and fifteen minutes without an interval.

One may find more information at the Macao
Orchestra’s website at https.//www.om-macau.org/.

The Macao Orchestra 2025-26 Concert Season is
co-organised by the bureau, the Macao Orchestra

Company, and Macau’s six integrated resort (IR) operators,
with the support of the Bank of China Macau Branch. m

*Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756—1791) was an
Austrian composer, musician, and child prodigy widely
regarded as one of the greatest and most influential
composers in the history of Western classical music.
—DeepSeek
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This poster recently provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC) promotes the “Tribute to Mozart” concert series of the
Macao Orchestra 2025-26 Concert Season which will be held
from January 23 to 25.
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Aims Target group Gentle Reminder:

Optimise schools’ enrolment mechanism; simplify the steps for parents to
enrol their children in kindergarten for the first time; enable parents to
confirm the preferred schools as early as possible.

Timeline (Year 2026)

IR XXX XEES

Starting from 1 January onwards, parents can consult the admission information on the DSEDJ

Admission information website or school website

Central Registration 2 :
Between 6 to 16 January

Schools announce the

Betw 10 to 12 Feb
interview date and time gtean ivo epruary

School admission interviews Between 1 to 25 March

Release the admission list on the DSEDJ website and at schools

Schools release the admission
list and parents confirm online |
which school to enrol their
children in

8 April

Account” / on the DSEDJ website
Between 8 to 10 April

Macao residents aged 3 by 31 December 2026, and
will enrol in infant education in Macao for the first time.

Parents register through “Macao One Account”/ on the

Parents can check and confirm one school to enrol their children in through “Macao One

* To enrol in schools in Macao, non-Macao residents must possess a stay permit or
residence permit for over 90 days issued by the competent entity of the Macao SAR.

Parents must process the registration at any of the DSEDJ counters,

Schools set no limit to the number of registrants and interviews. There is also no

priority for early registration in the Central Registration system. Therefore, there is no
need to be hurry to process registration.

DSEDJ website / at the DSEDJ counters

Schools announce the students

admitted from the waiting list . "

Parents go to school to process | From 13 April onwards
enrolment/ school transfer (as informed by schools)
procedures Students on the admission list must process enrolment by 15 April
If a child has not yet been admitted to any school by 16 April, or the parents want te enrol their
child in another scheol, parents can visit the DSEDJ website to check the availability of K1
Enrolment at other schools

enrolment

places at different schools, and go to the schools that still accept enrolment for enquiries and

For enquiries:

8397 2309

For details, please browse
DSEDJ website:

www.dsedj.gov.mo U
lgovMo g @ &9
(=] 5,5 =]

Apart from selecting 6 schools in Macao, Macao residents can also select “school for
Macao children” in Hengqin through Central Registration.

At the time of interview, parents should show the screenshot of “Interview QR Code”
on their mobile to the school staff. The QR Code can be reused.

Parents only need to bring the screenshot of the child’s *First-time Enrolment QR
Code" to the school to process enrolment or school transfer procedure according
to the requirement of the school.

* The DSEDJ will provide *Service of consultation and arrangement of school places”
to parents who are in need.
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explore nature through abstraction

Khalel Vallo
e free-admission “FLOW — Paintings by Alice
Costa” exhibition opened yesterday evening at
Creative Macau, the Centre for Creative Industries
(CCI) in Nape, presenting a body of abstract works aiming
to translate the rhythms of nature into textured, sensory
experiences.

According to a message card distributed by the centre,
the exhibition centres on organic shapes and fluid lines,
reflecting spontaneity found in natural environments.
Through tactile techniques such as impasto*, splattering and
layering, the paintings develop textured surfaces that invite
both visual and haptic engagement. Rather than depicting
recognisable scenes, the works convey movement, energy
and emotional resonance, encouraging viewers to respond
intuitively, the message pointed out.

The exhibition features 48 paintings.

Alice Costais alocal-based abstract painter who explores
the essence of nature through form, texture and emotion.
Born in Macau to a Portuguese father and a Chinese mother,
she graduated from the University of Macau in 1994 and
later served as a judge of the First Instance Court from 1997.

At the opening ceremony yesterday, Costa said in a
speech that her journey into painting began long before her
legal career, but only fully took shape three years ago after
she discovered abstract techniques using materials such as
sand, clay and minerals. :

“I found my talent wasn’t for perfect shapes but for «-«cccceececeeoaeiieaaa,
feeling and flow. That’s why this series is called Flow,” she said. She described the works as
organic and energetic, noting that the large-scale painting at the exhibition entrance was her
biggest challenge and best reflects the movement and power she aims to convey.

“The shapes and lines move organically like in nature. They are full of energy,” Costa said,
who also revealed that FLOW is a charity exhibition, with all proceeds, from the sale of any of
the exhibits, supporting a local organisation marking its 20" anniversary this year.

“Because this journey has brought me so much, I want my first exhibition to give back,”
she said, inviting visitors to engage closely with the works and the stories behind them.

As a sensory-focused exhibition, FLOW invites audiences to feel rather than interpret,
offering a contemplative encounter with nature’s chaos and serenity through abstract
expression. The exhibits are on display at the centre on the ground floor of the Cultural Centre
(CCM) until the end of the month, from Monday to Saturday, between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

*Impasto is a painting technique characterised by the application of thick layers of paint,
often creating a textured surface. — Poe

Alice Costa speaks during the opening ceremony of her
exhibition at Creative Macau, the Centre for Creative
Industries (CCI) in Nape. - Photos: Khalel Vallo
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Young staff prioritise ‘salary, benefits & work-life
balance’: survey

Ida Cheong

The Alliance for a Happy Home
thinktank hosted a press conference
yesterday about the findings of its
“Macau Youth Career Development
Survey”, which indicate that young
employees’ priorities are their
“salary and benefits”, “work-life
balance” and “job stability” when
choosing a career.

The survey targeting local
youths aged 18 to 45 collected 703
questionnaires online, of which
568 were valid. All the respondents
were employed when they returned
the questionnaires. The press
conference was held at the Women’s
Association Building (commonly
known as Fu Luen Building in
Cantonese) on Rua do Campo.

Youths willing to join on-
the-job training

The findings also pointed out
that up to 74.6 percent of the
respondents said they were willing
to participate in on-the-job training,
primarily motivated by “meeting
job requirements and maintaining
competitiveness”, “achieving pro-
motions and salary increases”, and
“obtaining academic qualifications
or professional credentials”, reflect-
ing the proactive attitude of local
youths towards career development,
according to the findings.

Regarding skill enhancement
directions, the findings also show
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Alliance for a Happy Home President Wong Kit Cheng (centre), Vice President Loi |
Weng (left), and the survey’s researcher Lei Ka Chon pose during yesterday’s press

conference. Wong and Loi are lawmakers.

“language ability” as their top
priority, followed by “soft skills
(such as complex problem-solving,
negotiation skills)”, “leadership and
management skills”, and “digital
application capabilities”.

In terms of training resources,
nearly 50 percent of the respondents
said they hope to access “practical
courses on cutting-edge digital
skills (e.g., Al, big data),” while
46 percent said they desire to
participate ~ in  internationally
recognised professional technical
certification courses. Around 50
percent of the respondents noted that
their companies support employees’
participation in training.

Moreover, 37.1 percent
said that “the amount of time
and financial cost of obtaining

- Photo: Ida Cheong

significant obstacles to professional
development, according to the
findings.

Meanwhile, the findings also
show that 50.2 percent of the
respondents said that they face main
challenges in career development
such as “remuneration  not
meeting expectations”, followed by
“fierce competition for positions”
(42.4 percent), “lack of relevant
experience” (33.3 percent), and
“skills not matching market
demands,” among other challenges.

Additionally, over half (52.8
percent) of the respondents pointed
out that “Macau’s market scale is
small, lacking large and complex
projects to develop advanced
skills”, and 40 percent said they
believe “Macau lacks high-level,
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This handout slide provided by the Alliance for a Happy Home group yesterday
shows up to 74.6 percent of youths are willing to participate in on-the-job training,

training courses”.

Regarding policy support, the
respondents said they hope the
most that the government will
prioritise providing “high-level on-
the-job training courses” (based on
a demand rating of 4.18 points out
of 5) and “funding for international
professional certifications” (4.15
points out of 5).

Notably, the respondents said
they prefer the government to
directly provide high-quality course
resources (37.1 percent) over “direct
cash subsidies” (31.5 percent),
indicating that young employees
place greater emphasis on substantive
capacity-building support than cash.

4 policy recommendations
Alliance for a Happy Home

told reporters after yesterday’s
press  conference  that  her
association proposes four policy
recommendations: 1) Formulating
medium- to long-term talent
demand lists and skill-standard-
aligned talent pools in line with the
government’s “1+4” key industries;
2) Enhancing talent cultivation
plans, such as supplementing
existing advanced study courses with
international certification courses
including finance and healthcare;
3) Increasing incentives for talent
cultivation and certification to at
least 10,000 patacas to alleviate
financial pressure on the young
employees; and 4) Implementing
modular, micro-credential courses,
combining online and offline
models, and encouraging enterprises

that nearly half of the youths listed professional

Customs seizes frozen pork
offal worth 15,000 patacas

This undated handout photo released by the Macau Customs Service
on Wednesday shows the seized frozen pork offal stored at room
temperature at a parallel trading den in the peninsula’s northern
district.

Armindo Neves

Macau Customs Service officers raided a parallel-trading
den in the peninsula’s northern district on Tuesday where
they seized 300 kilograms of frozen pork offal worth around
15,000 patacas in total.

According to a statement on Wednesday, on Tuesday
night the officers caught a 32-year-old local man who ran the
business and hired parallel traders to smuggle frozen pork
offal from Macau to the mainland.

The man faces a fine in compliance with the relevant
provisions listed in the External Trade Law, the statement said.

Moreover, the statement added, the man violated the Food
Safety Law as the supposedly frozen pork offal was stored
merely at room temperature, adding that the Customs Service
has meanwhile transferred the case to the Municipal Affairs
Bureau (IAM) for follow-up action. B

certifications”

were internationally certified professional

Deputy Director

Loi I Weng to provide flexible training leave. m

4 gaming operators announce staff bonuses

Rui Pastorin

Galaxy Entertainment Group (GEG), Melco Resorts
& Entertainment, Wynn Macau, Limited and MGM have
announced in separate statements discretionary bonuses
equivalent to a month’s salary for eligible staff.

GEG released its statement on Wednesday, while the
other three operators issued theirs yesterday.

Galaxy Entertainment Group

Discretionary bonuses will be awarded by GEG to staff
at Senior Manager Grade and below, being set to benefit
around 97 percent of employees.

The discretionary bonuses of a month’s base salary and
guaranteed tips (if applicable), will be granted on February 9. The
company highlighted: “GEG recognises its team members as
valuable assets”, extending gratitude to staff for their dedication.

Moreover, the integrated resort operator noted that
through its offerings, it has promoted Macau’s “tourism+"
cross-sector integration, earning widespread recognition
and support, and awards. The statement added that since
2023, GEG has staged over 1,000 high-profile entertainment
performances, sport, cultural and MICE events.

Melco Resorts & Entertainment

Melco Resorts & Entertainment announced in its
statement that all eligible non-management staff in Macau
and Hong Kong are slated to receive their discretionary
bonuses by the end of January.

The statement quoted Melco Resorts & Entertainment
Chairman and CEO Lawrence Ho Yau-lung as saying:
“The discretionary bonus payment acknowledges our
colleagues’ dedication and support throughout the past year.
We sincerely appreciate their loyalty and commitment in
consistently exceeding guest expectations, which together
help the company maintain and excel [in] its leadership
position within the entertainment and hospitality industry.”

Wynn Macau, Limited

Wynn Macau, Limited noted that its “Special Allowance”

- Photo courtesy of Unsplash

will be paid out on January 30 for eligible full-time Wynn
Macau and Wynn Palace staff, representing 98 percent of the
current 11,552 workforce.

The statement quoted the company’s Vice Chairman
and Executive Director Linda Chen Chih-ling as thanking
staff for their efforts and contributions over the past year,
saying: “We are pleased to announce a special allowance in
recognition of their hard work. This year marks the important
milestone of our 20" anniversary in Macau — not only an
achievement for Wynn but also a testament to the dedication
of all our team members”.

MGM

Integrated resort operator MGM is set to distribute
discretionary bonuses starting from January 21 which is
slated to benefit around 95 percent of staff.

Chairperson and Executive Director of MGM China
Holdings Limited Pansy Ho Chiu King said in the statement:
“Reflecting on 2025, we carried forward the momentum of a new
chapter by continuously optimising our innovative products and
service experiences, achieving steady progress in our business
development — all thanks to the dedication and hard work of our
team. Looking ahead, MGM will continue to leverage its core
strengths with an unwavering focus on our guests.”

SJM and Sands have still to announce whether they will
give discretionary bonuses to their staff as well. B
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3 loan sharks offer gambler ‘chip-pooling’ deal: police

Tony Wong

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested
three loan sharks on Wednesday,
after they collected HK$100,000 as
“interest” from a gambler in a local
casino, PJ spokesman Cheong Siu
Keong said during a regular press
conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the three
male suspects, all from the
Chinese mainland, as a 28-year-
old businessman surnamed Li, a
22-year-old decorator surnamed Wu,
and a 31-year-old surnamed He who
told the police that he is jobless.

According to Cheong, the female
gambler, also from the Chinese
mainland, was approached by Li in
a casino in Cotai in the early hours
of Wednesday. Li offered a deal
where they were to pool gaming
chips* to place bets on the gaming
table. The gambler agreed to Li’s
purported “chip-pooling” deal that
they each bet HK$200,000 chips in
total, Cheong said.

The deal’s terms also included
20 percent of the betting money as
“interest” on each winning bet.

Cheong said that after settling
the terms, the female gambler
and Li went to another casino in

Cotai where she started to gamble,
accompanied by Li and his two
accomplices Wu and He.

However, Cheong said, after
the female gambler had played on
the gaming table for a while, an
argument ensued, which alerted
casino security personnel.

The casino reported the incident
to the police, after which PJ officers
arrived at the scene and investigated
the case. According to Cheong, the PJ
officers found that the three loan sharks
did not place any chips on the gaming
table throughout the whole period
when the woman was gambling.

Cheong said that when the female
gambler still had HK$122,100
gaming chips available, she
started to notice that the trio had
never placed any gaming chips as
promised in their deal, and started
to argue with them. The trio then
told the woman that they would
only start to place their chips on the
gaming table after gambling away
all her HK$200,000 chips, resulting
in a heated argument between them.

According to Cheong, the PJ
officers seized five smartphones and
HK$40,000 in gaming chips from
the trio, while the HK$122,100

This undated handout photo provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday shows
the chips and smartphones seized from the “chip-pooling” case.

gaming chips were also seized from
the female gambler.

The three suspects have been
transferred to the Public Prosecu-
tions Office (MP), facing charges of
providing an illegal gambling loan.

Police nab 2 illegal
currency exchange dealers
Meanwhile, Cheong also said
during yesterday’s regular press
conference that the Judiciary Police

Public warned about scam calls
impersonating MGTO staff

Tony Wong

The Macau Government
Tourism Office (MGTO) issued a
statement last night urging members
of the public to be wary of scam
calls impersonating its staff.

The statement said that
MGTO recently received reports
from a number of residents from
“neighbouring regions” who said
that they had received phone calls
from individuals claiming to be
MGTO staff members. The callers,
according to the statement, claimed
that the recipients’ phone numbers
had been used to send SMS
messages related to assisting others

to process travel documents.

Finding the calls suspicious,
the statement said, the respective
recipients immediately hung up and
called MGTO on the matter, which
confirmed to them that MGTO had
never made such phone calls.

The statement said that MGTO
has reported the incident to the
Judiciary Police (PJ) and the Post
and Telecommunications Bureau
(CTT) and is maintaining close
communication with the city’s
telecom operators to monitor the
situation.

The statement said that if
members of the public have doubts

about the authenticity of a call
pertaining to MGTO, they can call
MGTO’s 24/7 hotline on 2833
3000. Alternatively, the statement
said, they can also call the PJ anti-
fraud enquiry hotline on 8800 7777
or crime-reporting hotline on 993
for assistance. m
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Xi chairs CPC leadership meeting to hear
work reports of state institutions

BEIING—The Communist Party of
China (CPC) leadership met yesterday
to hear a series of work reports from
the leading Party members’ groups of
the top legislature, central government,
top political advisory body, supreme
court and supreme procuratorate.

The Standing Committee of the
Political Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee also heard a work report
from the Secretariat of the CPC
Central Committee.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of
the CPC Central Committee, presided
over and addressed the meeting.

The  meeting  emphasized
that China is confronted with
profound and complex changes in
its development environment over
the five-year period ahead, with
arduous and demanding tasks on the
agenda. It stressed the imperative
of upholding, making full use of,

and further developing the Party’s
leadership — the country’s greatest
institutional strength — to provide
the fundamental guarantee for
advancing Chinese modernization.

Last year, the leading Party
members’ groups of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s
Congress, the State Council, the
National Committee of the Chinese
People’s  Political ~Consultative
Conference, the Supreme People’s
Court and the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate resolutely upheld the
authority of the CPC Central Committee
and its centralized, unified leadership,
and made significant advancements in
various fields, the meeting noted.

It also commended the work of
the Secretariat of the CPC Central
Committee over the past year.

Noting that 2026 marks the 105"
founding anniversary of the Party

and the beginning of China’s 15"
Five-Year Plan period (2026-2030),
the meeting urged the leading Party
members’ groups to focus on major
economic and social development
tasks for the 15" Five-Year Plan
period, and to pool their strength to
advance work in various fields.

They were also told to deliver
outstanding performances through
concrete efforts for the interests
of the people, and to fulfill their
principal responsibility of full and
rigorous Party self-governance.

The Secretariat of the CPC
Central Committee should complete
all tasks to a high standard,
prioritizing key initiatives such as
improving intra-Party regulations
and institutions, and addressing
unnecessary formality to reduce
burdens at the primary level,
according to the meeting. — Xinhua

arrested two men from the Chinese
mainland on Wednesday for engaging
inillegal currency exchange activities.

Cheong identified the two
suspects as a 47-year-old surnamed
Dong and a 26-year-old surnamed
Yang, both of whom told the police
that they are unemployed.

On  Wednesday  morning,
Cheong said, PJ officers on patrol in
a casino in the city centre saw Dong
and Yang engaging in an illegal

currency exchange deal with a male
gambler in a smoking lounge there.

According to Cheong, the PJ
officers intercepted the three men.
They found that the gambler, also from
the Chinese mainland, had exchanged
32,000 yuan for HK$35,000 gaming
chips from the two illegal currency
exchange dealers.

The police seized HK$26,000
gaming chips, 10,000 yuan in
cash, and two smartphones from
the two suspects, who admitted to
having engaged in illegal currency
exchange activities in Macau since
November last year, claiming to
have earned a total of HK$16,000. m

* In the context of gambling,
the purpose of pooling chips is
primarily to combine financial
resources, enabling participants to
place larger collective bets than they
could individually. This strategy
allows players to access higher-
stakes tables, spread their risk
across more wagers, and potentially
increase their chances of winning a
significant payout. Ultimately, it
serves as a collaborative approach
to gaming, whether for social
enjoyment or strategic advantage.
— DeepSeck

Customs busts
3 pharmacies selling
fake-brand shampoo

Tony Wong

The Macau Customs Service said
in a statement last night that it busted
three pharmacies on Wednesday for
selling fake-brand shampoo.

The statement said that the
Macau Customs Service received a
report from the Consumer Council
(CC) earlier this month, in which
a resident, whose gender was not
revealed, had bought six bottles of
shampoo from a chain pharmacy
in the peninsula’s northern district
that he or she suspected to be
counterfeit.

On Wednesday, the statement
said, customs officers carried out
law enforcement operations at six
chain pharmacies in the northern
district, where they seized 38 bottles
of suspected counterfeit shampoo
from three of the six shops, and
caught four local residents for their
alleged involvement in the bogus
brand sales.

‘.'y‘ 77 'F

Following appraisal by brand
authentication  personnel, the
statement said, the 38 bottles of
shampoo seized from the three
shops, as well as the six bottles
purchased by the resident, were all
confirmed to be counterfeit.

The 44 bottles of shampoo in
total were all counterfeits of the
same product.

The statement said that 44
genuine bottles of this shampoo
product have a market price of
2,640 patacas in total.

According to the statement, the
shops’ owners admitted that they
had bought the counterfeit bottles
online and intended to sell them to
make a larger profit.

The four Ilocal residents,
aged between 31 and 39, have
been transferred to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP) for

violating the intellectual property
right law, the statement said. m
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This handout photo provided by the Macau Customs Service last night shows the

44 seized bottles of fake-brand shampoo.
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Xi extends congratulations to opening ceremony of 2026
China-Africa Year of People-to-People Exchanges

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping yesterday
sent a congratulatory letter to the opening
ceremony of the 2026 China-Africa Year of
People-to-People Exchanges.

In his letter, Xi said that organizing the
year of people-to-people exchanges on the
occasion of the 70" anniversary of launching
diplomatic relations between China and Africa
is an important consensus reached by leaders
from both sides, and marks a significant step

to further cement public support for China-
Africa friendship at a new historical starting

point.
Exchanges and mutual learning among
civilizations constitute an inexhaustible

driving force for the progress of human
civilization as well as world peace and
development, Xi said, noting that the two
great civilizations of China and Africa have
been enriching each other for thousands of

years, serving as the historical and intellectual
source of China-Africa friendship.

He urged both sides to seize the year as
an opportunity to carry forward traditional
friendship, strengthen mutual learning
among civilizations, expand people-to-
people exchanges, especially among the
youth, deepen exchanges of experience
in governance and jointly advance
modernization.

China, African Union hold strategic
dialogue at AU headquarters

ADDIS ABABA — Foreign Minister
Wang Yi and African Union (AU)
Commission Chairperson Mahmoud Ali
Youssouf yesterday jointly held the ninth
China-AU Strategic Dialogue at the AU
headquarters in Addis Ababa, the capital
of Ethiopia.

On the same occasion, Wang, also a
member of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee, attended the launching
ceremony of the 2026 China-Africa Year
of People-to-People Exchanges, alongside
Youssouf.

They exchanged views on China-Africa
joint efforts in advancing modernization,
global governance, zero-tariff treatment,
the International  Organization for
Mediation, and the Outlook on Peace and
Development in the Horn of Africa.

Both sides noted that China and the
AU, both as members of the Global
South, share a broad consensus on major
international and regional issues.

They underscored the importance of
jointly safeguarding the legitimate rights
and interests of the Global South and
reaffirmed their commitment to supporting
each other to safeguard their respective
core interests and major concerns.

In this regard, they emphasized the
need to further strengthen coordination and
cooperation to inject positive momentum
into global and regional peace, stability,
and development.

The AU side reaffirmed its firm
commitment to the one-China principle,
stressing that there is but one China in
the world, Taiwan is an inalienable part of
China’s territory, and the government of
the People’s Republic of China is the sole
legal government representing the whole
of China, and firmly supported all efforts

by the Chinese government to achieve
national reunification.

Both sides reiterated the imperative
of upholding a global order based on
international law, in particular the respect
for sovereignty and territorial integrity, as
well as the peaceful settlement of disputes.

Both sides expressed concerns over the
recent developments in Venezuela, saying
that the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of all countries must be respected, and
the fundamental principles of the United
Nations Charter and international law must
be adhered to.

Wang and Youssouf also exchanged
views on cooperation in various fields,

including China-Africa joint efforts
in advancing modernization. They
underscored the importance of the

enhanced alignment between China’s 15"
Five-Year Plan and the implementation
plan of the AU’s Agenda 2063.

Both sides agreed to enhance
communication, coordination, and
mutual support in their respective major
initiatives, including China’s Global
Security Initiative, the Global Governance
Initiative, and the International
Organization for Mediation, as well as
Africa’s Agenda 2063, and its flagship
projects on Silencing the Guns by 2030
and the African Continental Free Trade
Area.

Wang and Youssouf reaffirmed
their commitments to promoting the
effective implementation of all signed
cooperation agreements and memoranda
of understanding.

They further agreed to explore the
full potential for practical cooperation
between China and the AU, with a view to
delivering tangible benefits to the peoples
of China and Africa. — Xinhua

Sinopec, China National Aviation
Fuel Group to conduct restructuring

BEIJING - The central government
has approved the restructuring of China
Petrochemical  Corporation (Sinopec)
and China National Aviation Fuel Group
Limited (CNAF), the State-owned
Assets Supervision and Administration
Commission of the State Council said
yesterday.

Sinopec is world’s largest oil refiner and
China’s top aviation fuel producer, while
CNAF is the country’s largest state-owned
aviation fuel supplier which integrates the
purchase, transportation, storage, quality
management, sales and into-plane service
of aviation fuel.

Industry insiders believe that the

restructuring is expected to lower aviation
fuel supply costs, boost the industry’s
competitive edge, and support a green
transition in the aviation sector.

Restructuring the state-owned
economy is a key step toward building
more competitive and sizable state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) and capital.

During the 14th Five-Year Plan
period (2021-2025), China strategically
restructured 10  centrally-administered
SOEs into six groups and established nine
new central SOEs, effectively enhancing
the allocation and operational efficiency of
state-owned capital.

— Xinhua

Through these efforts, Xi said, the two
sides can promote closer bonds among the
more than 2.8 billion people of China and
Africa, pooling their hearts, minds and
strengths, and make new contributions to
Global South solidarity in addressing global
challenges, promoting common values of
humanity, and building a community with a
shared future for humanity.

— Xinhua

China, Ethiopia pledge to strengthen
all-weather strategic partnership
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Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed (right) shakes hands with Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of
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the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, yesterday.

ADDIS ABABA - FEthiopian Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed met with Foreign
Minister Wang Yi yesterday in Addis Ababa,
the capital of Ethiopia, with both sides pledging
to strengthen mutual support and the alignment
of development strategies.

Abiy asked Wang, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist Party of
China Central Committee, to convey his New
Year greetings and sincere regards to President
Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang. Ethiopia
regards China as a trustworthy, close brother
and strategic partner, Abiy said, noting that the
two countries have long supported each other
and that their bilateral relations are developing
with strong momentum.

Ethiopia  appreciates  China’s  long-
standing support for its economic and social
development and speaks highly of China’s
efforts in implementing the outcomes of the
Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC), he said.

Reaffirming Ethiopia’s adherence to the
one-China principle, Abiy said Ethiopia is
willing to maintain close high-level exchanges
with China, deepen practical cooperation
in infrastructure, new energy, artificial
intelligence, marine affairs, and other fields,
strengthen mutual support in regional and
international affairs, and promote sustained
growth of bilateral relations.

Wang conveyed the cordial greetings
of Chinese leaders to Abiy, saying that the
Ethiopian prime minister is an old friend of
the Chinese people. Under Abiy’s leadership,
Wang said, the Ethiopian people have remained
united, and the country has made rapid progress
in national development.

- Xinhua

Addis Ababa is changing with each passing
day, and China extends its congratulations,
Wang said.

China stands ready to work with Ethiopia to
implement the important consensus reached by
the two countries’ leaders, firmly support each
other, strengthen the alignment of development
strategies, deepen exchanges of governance
experience, and continuously elevate the all-
weather strategic partnership between China
and Ethiopia, he said.

Ethiopia is leading the way in China-
Africa cooperation, and both sides should
work together to implement the outcomes of
the FOCAC Beijing Summit, Wang said. He
called for making full use of China’s zero-tariff
policy for all African countries with which
it has diplomatic relations, accelerating the
upgrading of trade and economic cooperation,
strengthening cooperation in infrastructure,
green industries, and the digital economy,
and advancing high-quality Belt and Road
cooperation between China and Africa.

He expressed hope that Ethiopia will provide
a sound environment for Chinese enterprises to
invest and conduct business, and said China
looks forward to Ethiopia, as a major African
country, playing an important role in regional
and international affairs.

China is willing to continue promoting the
implementation of the Outlook on Peace and
Development in the Horn of Africa and to play
a constructive role in advancing regional peace,
stability, and win-win cooperation.

On the same day, Wang also held talks with
Ethiopian Minister of Foreign Affairs Gedion
Timothewos.

— Xinhua
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1 dead, 5 injured after landslide
hits landfill in central Philippines

MANILA - At least one
person was dead, and five others
were injured after a landslide
hit a landfill in a village in the
central Philippine city of Cebu
yesterday afternoon, local media
reported.

Five patients have so far been
transported to local hospitals
following the collapse of the landfill
in Barangay Binaliw, according to

Dave Tumulak, chairperson of the
Cebu City Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council, as
reported by local media.

Alocal official said the structure
gave way due to the sheer volume
of waste piled at the site, which
destabilized the landfill area.

The situation worsened due to
continuous rainfall over the past
several days, which softened the

soil and triggered the slide, the
official added.

Search and rescue teams
immediately rushed to the scene to
locate and assist those believed to
be trapped beneath the debris.

The areca has been cordoned
off as rescue operations continued,
amid concerns that unstable ground
conditions could pose further risks.

— Xinhua

Indonesia sets up task force for post-disaster
recovery in Sumatra

JAKARTA - Indonesia
has established a special task
force to accelerate post-disaster
rehabilitation and reconstruction in
three provinces on Sumatra Island,
a senior official said yesterday.

Minister of State Secretary
Prasetyo Hadi said Indonesian
President  Prabowo  Subianto
appointed Home Affairs Minister Tito

Karnavian as head of the task force.
Prasetyo said the appointment
reflects the broad scope of disaster-
affected areas, which include the
provinces of Aceh, North Sumatra,
and West Sumatra, as well as
the need for strong coordination
among regional governments.
According to  Indonesia’s
National  Disaster ~ Mitigation

Agency, floods and landslides that
struck the three Sumatra provinces
in late November 2025 claimed
over 1,170 lives.

Prasetyo added that the task force
has been instructed to act swiftly in
accordance with established recovery
phases, with a priority placed on
constructing adequate housing for
displaced residents. — Xinhua

Pheu Thai Party prime ministerial candidate Yodchanan Wongsawatraised (centre) attends the party’s first major rally at

Lan Khon Mueang in Bangkok yesterday.

- AFP

S Korean plane crash victims would have
lived but for runway barrier: simulation

SEOUL — All 179 people killed
when a South Korean flight crashed in
December 2024 would have survived
had there not been a concrete structure
at the end of the runway, a simulation
showed yesterday.

JejuAir Flight 2216 was coming
in to land at Muan International
Airport from Thailand when it
struck a flock of birds and was
forced to make a belly landing.

Bystander footage showed the
pilots were able to bring the plane
down before it collided with a concrete
barrier, known as a localiser, at the end
of the runway and burst into a fireball.

The crash killed everyone
on board except for two flight
attendants seated in the tail section.

The presence of the concrete
structure, housing a radio antenna
system and used to help planes
navigate landings, sparked outrage

and protests from victims’ families.

International aviation safety
guidelines say such navigation
facilities should be made of
frangible, or breakable, materials.

The government-commissioned
simulation concluded that all
passengers would have survived
with only minor injuries, according
to opposition lawmaker Kim Eun-
hye, who released the findings.

“If the guidance facility at
Muan Airport had been supported
by a frangible structure, the aircraft
would likely have breached the
perimeter fence, and the resulting
impact would not have been severe
enough to cause serious injuries,”
the simulation report said.

“The impact sustained by the
aircraft during its ground slide was
not of a magnitude sufficient to
cause serious injuries,” it said.

The aircraft “would have slid
for approximately 770 metres
(0.47 miles) before coming to a
stop” had the runway been free of
obstacles, the study found.

The localisers damaged in the
crash were still standing at the end of
the runway when AFP visited the site
in December, while what appeared
to be fragments of concrete slabs lay
strewn across a nearby field.

Lee Hyo-eun, whose 24-year-
old daughter was killed, told AFP
the findings confirmed the families’
“long-held suspicions”.

“For a long time, we believed
that everyone could have survived
— including my daughter — had
there not been a concrete structure
at the end of the runway,” she said.

“This finding only deepens
our grief, knowing that those lives
could have been saved.”  —AFP
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Nearly 1,000 families evacuated
as Mayon volcano oozes lava

MANILA - Philippine
authorities have evacuated almost
1,000 families from villages around
the erupting Mayon volcano in
Albay province on Luzon island,
as the country’s fabled volcano
continued to ooze lava, the country’s
disaster management agency said
yesterday.

The National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Office
(NDRRMO) said about 963 families,
or 3,516 people, from 13 villages
at the volcano’s foot are currently
staying in government-run evacuation
centers across the province.

Initial reports placed the total
number of evacuees at nearly 1,000
families, or about 3,555 people.

The Philippine Institute of
Volcanology  and  Seismology

(Phivolcs) on Tuesday raised
Mayon’s alert to level 3 after
observing the “onset of dome
collapse pyroclastic density current.”

Under Alert Level 3, Mayon
is considered to be undergoing a
magmatic eruption of a summit
lava dome, with increased chances
of lava flows and hazardous
pyroclastic density currents (PDCs)
that could affect the upper to middle
slopes of the volcano.

Phivolcs warned that explosive
activity could occur within days or
weeks.

Mayon, famed for its near-
perfect conical shape, is one of the
Philippines’ most active volcanoes
and has a long history of explosive
eruptions that have triggered mass
evacuations. — Xinhua

Malaysian ex-army chief
detained in military
procurement graft probe

KUALA LUMPUR - A
Malaysian former army chief and
his two wives were among five
people detained Wednesday during
a graft investigation into a military
procurement project, according to
the country’s anti-corruption agency
and local media.

Authorities have raided several
companies over the case since late
last year, and six bank accounts
belonging to an unidentified suspect
and his family members have also
been seized.

Details of the case have not
been disclosed, but it is understood
to focus on payments purportedly
made into the bank account of a
senior army officer.

The Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) announced a
series of detentions in a statement
late Wednesday but did not name
the suspects.

But local media quoted MACC
Chief Commissioner Azam Baki as
confirming that former army chief

Muhammad Hafizuddeain Jantan
was arrested along with his two
wives.

Hafizuddeain had been placed
on leave in late December pending
an investigation into his conduct.

A married couple were also
among those detained, according to
MACC.

“MACC is committed to
carrying out investigations with full
transparency and professionalism,”
the statement said.

Azam did not immediately
respond to AFP queries about the
identities of those detained.

The anti-graft agency also foiled
an attempt to move 2.4 million
ringgit (US$591,000) in cash linked
to the probe, according to national
news agency Bernama.

On Wednesday, Bernama quoted
Azam as saying that the money was
seized when an individual linked to
the case was caught attempting to
move it to another location.

—AFP

S Korean leader turns
to penguins in bid to meet
Kim Jong Un

SEOUL — South Korean President
Lee Jae Myung has portrayed himself
and North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un as a pair of affectionate penguins
in a social media post urging the
despot to meet him.

Writing on  social media
platform X, Lee said on Wednesday
he hoped for the day that “the
abnormal state of turmoil and
hostility on the Korean peninsula
will be overcome”.

“Go meet, Po Jae Myung and Po
Jong Un,” a reference to “Pororo the
Little Penguin”, a popular Korean
children’s  animation featuring
penguin characters.

One of South Korea’s most
successful animated series, the

programme’s creators outsourced
some work in its initial production
phase to North Korean studios in
the early 2000s.

Since then, North Korea has
repeatedly  declared itself an
“irreversible” nuclear state and its
relations with the South have fallen
to their worst levels in years.

Lee’s predecessor, ousted last year
for a failed bid to suspend civilian
rule, stands accused of having tried to
provoke Pyongyang as a pretext for
declaring military rule.

Lee’s post came as he returned
from a visit to China, where he
pitched Beijing as a partner in
bringing Pyongyang back to the
negotiating table. —AFP
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Indian climate activist
firm denies misuse
of foreign funds

NEW DELHI — An Indian
climate advocacy firm led by a
prominent activist has denied
allegations by authorities that it
misused foreign funds to influence
policy and threaten the country’s
energy security.

Satat Sampada said in a
statement late on Wednesday it
had fully cooperated with India’s
top financial crimes agency, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
which carried out searches on
Monday of the organisation’s
offices and the home of its co-
founders, climate activist Harjeet
Singh and his wife Jyoti Awasthi.

The ED said Singh had been
detained by the Uttar Pradesh state
excise department in connection
with the seizure of liquor
exceeding permissible limits. Satat
Sampada said he had been granted
bail, without sharing details of the
charges.

The ED has alleged that the
company received more than
US$666,000 in foreign remittances
between 2021 and 2025 under the
“garb” of consultancy fees.

Instead, the ED alleged, the
funds were used to promote the
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation
Treaty (FF-NPT), a proposed
international agreement to phase
out fossil fuel production.

“While presented as a climate
initiative, its (FF-NPT) adoption

Politician

could expose India to legal
challenges in international forums
like the International Court of
Justice and severely compromise
the nation’s energy security and
economic development,” an ED
statement said.

It also alleged that the company
functioned as a front for foreign-
influenced activism and that some
funds were diverted for personal
use.

“We categorically state that
the allegations being reported are
baseless, biased and misleading”,
Satat Sampada said in the statement.

The company also rejected
scrutiny of Singh’s visits to
countries that have tensions with
India, including neighbouring
arch-rival Pakistan, saying he had
travelled internationally for over
two decades to attend climate
conferences and policy forums in
a professional capacity.

The Fossil Fuel Treaty
Initiative, an international civil
society campaign that backs

the FF-NPT, issued a statement
following the raids.

“In light of recent allegations
concerning Harjeet Singh’s work
as advisor to the Fossil Fuel
Treaty Initiative, we reiterate that
our work consists of building
mechanisms for just, orderly and
equitable energy transitions,” it
said in a statement. —AFP

shot dead

in Bangladesh capital

DHAKA — A politician of the
Bangladesh ~ Nationalist  Party
(BNP) was shot and killed in the
capital Dhaka on Wednesday
night, a senior police official said
yesterday.

Md Fazlul Karim, an additional
deputy commissioner of the Dhaka
Metropolitan ~ Police  (Tejgaon

Zone), told Xinhua that “Two
people were shot. They were rushed
to a nearby hospital, but one of them
was already dead on arrival.”
According to the official, the

o o

incident occurred around 8 p.m.
local time in the Karwan Bazar
commercial district in Dhaka.

He said the deceased,
Azizur Rahman Musabbir,
had previously been a senior
official of Dhaka Metropolitan
North Swechchhasebak Dal, the
volunteer wing of BNP.

Police said attackers on
motorcycles fired at the victims
before fleeing, and the motive
of the shooting is still under
investigation. — Xinhua
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Censored photographs of ancient living things are pictured at the Citadel of
Alexander, also locally known as Qala lktyaruddin in Herat, Afghanistan on

Wednesday.

-AFP
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Cambodia to liquidate bank
founded by accused scam boss

Suy Se

PHNOM PENH — A Cambodian
bank founded by accused scam boss
Chen Zhi, who has been indicted by
the United States over multibillion-
dollar fraud and extradited to China,
was ordered liquidated yesterday,
Cambodia’s central bank said.

Prince Bank “has been placed
under liquidation in accordance
with the laws” of the country, the
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC)
said in a statement.

Prince Bank has been “suspended
from providing new banking services,
including accepting deposits and
providing credit”, it added.

The NBC said it had appointed
auditor Morisonkak MKA as the
liquidator.

Prince Bank is a subsidiary of
Chen’s Prince Holding Group, one of
Cambodia’s largest conglomerates,
which Washington has said served
as a front for “one of Asia’s largest
transnational criminal organisations”.

Customers who have deposits at
Prince Bank “can withdraw money
normally by preparing documents for
withdrawal”, and borrowers “must
continue to fulfil their obligations as
normal”, the NBC added.

Outside a Prince Bank location
in the capital Phnom Penh, among
36 branches nationwide, an AFP
journalist did not see any customers
yesterday morning.

The bank has about a billion
dollars in assets under management,
according to its website.

‘Building pressure’
Chinese-born Chen was
sanctioned by Washington and
London in October for directing
alleged cyberfraud run by hundreds

of scammers trafficked into
compounds in Cambodia.
Cambodian authorities  said

they arrested Chen and two other
Chinese nationals and extradited
them to China on Tuesday.

The operation was carried out
according to a request from Chinese
authorities  following  months
of “investigative cooperation”,
Cambodia’s interior ministry said.

Chinese authorities have not
commented on Chen’s arrest since it
was announced on Wednesday.
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A motorcyclist rides past a branch of the Prince Bank in Phnom Penh yesterday.
- AFP

The US Justice Department
declined to comment on Wednesday.
“This arrest comes after months
of Dbuilding pressure against
the Cambodian government for
continuing to harbour and abet a
now famous criminal actor,” said
Jacob Daniel Sims, a transnational
crime expert and visiting fellow at
Harvard University’s Asia Center.
The “vast majority” of the dozens
of scam compounds in Cambodia
operated with “strong support” from
the government, Sims told AFP,
adding that a change in status quo
could only happen if international
pressure on the nation’s ‘“scam-
invested oligarchs” was sustained.
Cambodian officials deny allega-
tions of government involvement and
say authorities are cracking down.
But Amnesty International said
last year that rights abuses in scam
hubs were happening on a “mass
scale”, and the government’s poor
response suggested its complicity.
Chen faces up to 40 years in prison
if convicted in the United States on
wire fraud and money laundering
conspiracy charges involving
approximately 127,271 bitcoin seized
by the United States, worth more than
US$11 billion at current prices.
Prince Group has denied the
allegations.

Former adviser

US prosecutors in October
unsealed an indictment accusing
Chen of presiding over compounds
in Cambodia where trafficked

workers carried out cryptocurrency
fraud schemes that netted billions.

Victims were targeted through
so-called “pig butchering” scams —
investment schemes that build trust
over time before stealing funds.

The operations have caused
billions in global losses.

Scam centres across Cambodia,
Myanmar and the region lure
foreign nationals — many Chinese —
with fake job ads, then force them
under threat of violence to commit
online fraud.

Amnesty  International  has
identified atleast 53 scam compounds
in Cambodia alone, where rights
groups say criminal networks
perpetrate human trafficking, forced
labour, torture and slavery.

Experts estimate tens of
thousands of people work in the
multibillion-dollar industry, some
willingly and others trafficked.

Since around 2015, Prince
Group has operated across more
than 30 countries under the guise
of legitimate real estate, financial
services and consumer businesses,
US prosecutors have said.

Chen and top executives
allegedly used political influence
and bribed officials in multiple
countries to shield illicit operations.

In Cambodia, Chen served as
an adviser to Prime Minister Hun
Manet and his father, former leader
Hun Sen.

His Cambodian nationality was
revoked in December, the interior
ministry said. —AFP

Australian biosensor enables rapid detection
of toxic “forever chemicals” in water

MELBOURNE — Researchers in
Australia have developed a portable
biosensor capable of rapidly detecting
toxic “forever chemicals” in water.

The device is potentially trans-
forming environmental monitoring
of per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS), a group of more
than 15,000 synthetic chemicals, a
statement from Australia’s La Trobe
University said yesterday.

PFAS, used in firefighting foams,
food packaging and stain-resistant
materials, are highly persistent in
the environment and have been
linked to cancer and other serious

health risks, it said.

The device, created by La
Trobe University’s Biomedical and
Environmental Sensor Technology
(BEST) Research Center, can
identify PFAS contamination on site,
removing the need to send samples to
specialist laboratories, according to
the study published in ACS Sensors.

The sensor specifically detects
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA),
one of the most regulated PFAS
compounds, and provides a simple
on-the-spot “yes or no” result, said
the study’s lead researcher Henry
Bellette from La Trobe University.

“Most PFAS testing relies on
expensive laboratory equipment
and specialist analysis, which
makes regular monitoring difficult,”
Bellette said.

Saimon Moraes Silva, who
heads the BEST research center,
said portable detection tools could
enable more frequent testing,
particularly in regional and remote
areas, and guide where detailed
laboratory analysis is needed.

The team hopes to integrate the
technology into a handheld device
for environmental monitoring and
water screening. — Xinhua
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Macron accuses US of ‘turning away from allies, breaking rules

PARIS —  French President
Emmanuel Macron warned yesterday
that the United States was “gradually
turning away” from some of its allies
and “breaking free from international
rules”, offering some of his strongest
criticism yet of Washington’s policies
under Donald Trump.

Macron delivered his annual
speech to French ambassadors as
European powers were scrambling
to come up with a coordinated
response to Washington’s capture of
Venezuela’s leader Nicolds Maduro
and the US president’s designs on
Greenland.

“The United States is an
established power, but one that is
gradually turning away from some
of its allies and breaking free from
international rules that it was still
promoting recently,” Macron told
ambassadors at the Elysée Palace.

“We are living in a world of
great powers with a real temptation
to divide up the world,” he said,
rejecting what he described as a “new
colonialism and new imperialism”.

While he criticised both
China’s “increasingly uninhibited
commercial aggressiveness” and
Russia as a “destabilising power”

Netanyahu meets diplomat expected to
serve on Trump’s Gaza peace board

JERUSALEM - Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
yesterday met with former UN
Middle East envoy Nickolay
Mladenov, whom media reports
say is expected to represent the US-
backed Board of Peace in Gaza.

Bulgarian diplomat Mladenov
served as the United Nations envoy
for the Middle East peace process
from early 2015 until the end of
2020.

Mediareports say he is expected
to serve as the representative on the
ground in Gaza for the Board of
Peace — a transitional body for the
war-battered Palestinian territory
which US President Donald Trump
would theoretically chair.

Netanyahu met with Mladenov
in Jerusalem yesterday and
“reiterated and clarified that Hamas
must disarm and that the Gaza
Strip should be demilitarised in

whose nearly four-year military
operation in Ukraine has no end in
sight, his remarks about the United
States stood out the most.

Macron however stopped short of
calling for a break with Washington,
after US envoys earlier this week
took part in a key Paris summit
to discuss security guarantees to
uphold any potential ceasefire to end
Russia’s war against Ukraine.

‘Here to act’

Macron urged his diplomats not
to be “spectators of things coming
undone”.

“It’s the opposite! We’re not
here to comment. We’re here to
act!” he said.

Macron spoke after US special
forces snatched Maduro and his wife
from Venezuela on Saturday and
whisked them to New York, sparking
condemnation that the United States
was undermining international law.

Trump then set off alarm bells in
Europe by repeating his insistence
that he wants to take control of
Greenland, an autonomous Danish
territory.

The US president has repeatedly
refused to rule out the use of force

accordance with President Trump’s
20-point plan”, the prime minister’s
office said in a statement.

It added that Mladenov “is
slated to serve as Director General
of the ‘Peace Council’ in the Gaza
Strip”.

Israel’s President Isaac Herzog
also met with Mladenov yesterday,
a spokesman for his office said,
without providing further details.

Under Trump’s plan for Gaza,
the territory will be governed
by a temporary transitional
technocratic, apolitical Palestinian
committee, under the oversight and
supervision of the Board of Peace.

Citing US officials and sources
familiar with the matter, US media
outlet Axios reported that Trump
is expected to announce the board
next week as part of the second
stage of the fragile ceasefire deal
between Israel and Hamas that

French President Emmanuel Macron gestures as he delivers a speech to French
ambassadors during the annual Ambassadors’ Conference at the Elysée Palace in

Paris yesterday.

to seize the strategic Arctic island,
prompting shock and anger from
Denmark and other longstanding
European allies.

Copenhagen has warned that
any attack would spell the end of
the NATO alliance.

‘Reinvest fully in the UN’

Macron did  acknowledge
that “multilateral institutions are
functioning less and less effectively”.

A family pack their belongings
and leave after months of
harassment from a nearby illegal
Israeli settler outpost in Ras Ein
al-Auja, near Jericho in the Israel-
occupied Palestinian West Bank,
yesterday. Israel has occupied

' the West Bank since 1967, and
violence there has soared since
the Gaza war erupted in October
2023 following Hamas'’s attack on
Israel. Some 3,200 Palestinians
from dozens of Bedouin and
herding communities have been
forced from their homes by
settler violence and movement
restrictions since October 2023,
the UN’s humanitarian agency

" OCHA reported in October. All
Israeli settlements in the West
Bank are considered illegal by the
international community. - AFP

came into effect in October.
It added that the board would
include around 15 world leaders.
“Among the countries expected
to join the board are the UK,

Germany, France, Italy, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Egypt and Turkey,”
Axios reported.

Since October 10, a truce in
Gaza has largely halted the fighting
between Israeli forces and Hamas,
but some White House officials
fear both are slow-walking the
second stage of the ceasefire.

Under the second stage, Israel
is supposed to gradually withdraw
from its positions in Gaza, while
Hamas is supposed to lay down its
weapons.

An international stabilisation
force (ISF) is also to be deployed.

Both sides, however, have
alleged frequent ceasefire
violations. —AFP

-AFP

But the French leader insisted
that “global governance” was key
at a time when “every day people
wonder whether Greenland is going
to be invaded” and whether “Canada
will face the threat of becoming the
51st state [of the United States]”.

He said it was the right moment to
“reinvest fully in the United Nations,
as we note its largest shareholder no
longer believes in it”.

The White House on Wednesday

flagged Washington’s exit from 66
global organisations and treaties —
roughly half affiliated with the UN
— it identified as “contrary to the
interests of the United States”.

Macron said Europe must
protect its interests and urged
the “consolidation” of European
regulation of the technology sector,
a source of frequent tensions
between Brussels and Washington.

He also stressed the importance of
safeguarding academic independence
and hailed “the possibility of having
a controlled information space where
opinions can be exchanged completely
freely, but where choices are not made
by the algorithms of a few””.

Brussels has adopted a powerful
legal arsenal aimed at reining in
tech giants — namely through its
Digital Markets Act (DMA), which
covers competition, and the Digital
Services Act (DSA) on content
moderation.

Washington has denounced the
tech rules as an attempt to “coerce”
American social media platforms into
censoring viewpoints they oppose.

“The DSA and DMA are two
regulations that must be defended,”
Macron said. —AFP. MPD

Gaza civil defence says Israeli
attacks kill 7, incl 4 children

GAZA CITY - Gaza’s civil
defence agency said Israeli attacks
in the Palestinian territory yesterday,
killed seven people, including four
children, despite a ceasefire that has
largely halted the fighting.

Four people including three
children were killed when a drone
struck a tent sheltering displaced
people in southern Gaza, agency
spokesman Mahmud Bassal told
AFP.

In the north of the Gaza Strip, an
11-year-old girl was killed near the
Jabalia refugee camp and a strike on
a school killed one person, while a
drone near Khan Yunis in the south
killed a man, the agency added.

When asked by AFP, the Israeli
military said it was checking the
reports.

Earlier yesterday, the military
said a projectile was launched
“from the area of Gaza City toward
the State of Israel” but that it fell
within the Gaza Strip.

“Shortly after, the [military]
precisely struck the launch point,” it
said in a statement.

Since October 10, a fragile US-
sponsored truce in Gaza has largely
halted the fighting between Israeli
forces and Hamas, but both sides
have alleged frequent ceasefire
violations.

Israeli forces have killed at least
425 Palestinians in Gaza since the
ceasefire took effect, according to
Gaza’s health ministry.

The Israeli military said militants
have killed three of its soldiers
during the same period. —AFP

A portrait of Renee Nicole Good is pasted yesterday to a lamp post near the site of
her shooting in Minneapolis, Minnesota. According to federal officials, an ICE agent
shot and killed Good during a confrontation on Wednesday in south Minneapolis.

- AFP
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Trump has options in Greenland, but provocation
may be the point

Analysis

WASHINGTON - If President
Donald Trump is serious about
bolstering the US presence in
Greenland, he has options — but he may
still want the most provocative one.

Trump has insisted that the
United States needs the strategically
located island, with Russia and
China allegedly increasing military
activities nearby and Arctic ice
melting due to climate change.

He has repeatedly refused to
rule out force to seize Greenland,
infuriating Denmark, a steadfast US
ally and founding NATO member
that controls the autonomous island.

Washington already has a
military presence in Greenland —
the Pituffik base, which dates from
World War Il when the United States
sent forces to defend Greenland
after Denmark fell to Nazi Germany.

Some 150 personnel are
permanently stationed at the frigid
base, but the United States stationed
up to 6,000 troops across Greenland
during the Cold War, largely out of
concerns that any Soviet missile
would cross the island on its way to
North America.

Under a 1951 treaty, the United
States could simply notify Denmark
it is again sending more troops.

“The United States could

significantly increase its military
presence in Greenland without
anything really needing to be done,”
said Kristine Berzina, a senior
fellow at the German Marshall Fund
of the United States.

Under different circumstances,
Denmark and other NATO allies
might be delighted at Trump
demonstrating interest in European
security, as Russia pursues its
military operation in Ukraine.

For MAGA, size matters

But for Trump’s Make America
Great Again (MAGA) movement, the
security presence may not be the point.

Trump has ramped up threats
to Greenland after sending US
forces to remove Venezuela’s leftist
president Nicolas Maduro.

The Republican president has
spoken of a new “Manifest Destiny”
— the 19%-century belief the United
States was destined to expand — and
of a “Don-roe” Doctrine, his own
aggressive take on the 1823 Monroe
Doctrine that declared the Western
Hemisphere out of bounds to other
powers.

Trump’s motivation may lie
more in “this notion of maps and
legacy,” Berzina said.

“Perhaps the size of the country
harkens back to this idea of

e
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Icebergs float in the water off Nuuk, the capital of Greenland, on March 7, 2025. — AFP

American greatness, and certainly
for the MAGA movement, American
greatness matters a lot,” she said.

Greenland, which lies in the
Western Hemisphere, is the size of
the biggest US state of Alaska and
has only 57,000 people.

Its integration would catapult
the United States past China to
having the third largest land mass
after Russia and Canada.

Art of the deal

The White House, while not
ruling out an invasion, has said
that Trump, a real estate tycoon, is
studying an offer to buy Greenland.

Both Greenland and Denmark
have made clear the island is not for
sale. But there is precedent, if not
recent, for a purchase.

The United States bought what
are now the US Virgin Islands from
Denmark in 1917 for US$25 million
in gold.

Denmark had initially resisted
the deal, in part due to concerns about
how segregated America would treat
the island’s largely black population,
but agreed after the United States
threatened force, with Washington
fearing Germany would seize the
archipelago and gain a Caribbean
foothold in World War 1.

After World War II, president
Harry Truman made his own offer
to buy Greenland, but did so quietly
and was rebuffed by Denmark.

The issue had appeared moot
with the creation of NATO, the
alliance that Trump has belittled as
unfair to the United States.

Diplomats say that another option
mulled by the Trump administration
has been to offer a compact
association like the United States has
with Pacific island nations, which
are independent but rely for their
defence on the United States.

Greenland’s leaders have made
clear they do not want to be part of
the United States.

Even if Trump could persuade
Greenlanders with cash payouts,
he would face formidable hurdles
of seeking consent from the US
Congress, let alone Denmark.

“There are a lot of options that
might exist in principle but they
seem fairly far-fetched,” said Brian
Finucane, a former legal expert at
the State Department now at the
International Crisis Group.

“There are a lot of hurdles to
incorporating Greenland into the
United States and it’s hard to know
how much of this is bluster from
Trump and trolling,” he said.

—AFP, MPD

Dogsleds, China and independence: Facts on Greenland

COPENHAGEN-US President
Donald Trump has stepped up his
designs on taking over Denmark’s
autonomous territory Greenland,
but questions abound about why
he has taken an aggressive stance
when the US already has extensive
access to the Arctic island.

Trump has insisted the US
needs Greenland for national
security reasons.

What does Denmark’s defence
agreementwith the US on Greenland
say? What is Copenhagen doing to
beef up its security? Do China and
Russia pose a real threat? And what
does Greenland’s independence
movement say?

Here are answers to those four
key questions.

US military presence

In 1941, at the height of
World War II, occupied Denmark
authorised the United States to
build and operate military bases
on Greenland, Denmark’s then-
colony in the Arctic, for as long as
the conflict would last in a bid to
protect the American continent.

By the end of the war, the US
had 15 military bases in Greenland.
Today there remains just one, the
Pituffik air base on the northwestern
coast, which US Vice President JD
Vance visited in March.

Greenland’s location is highly
strategic, lying on the shortest route
for missiles between Russia and
the United States. It is therefore a
crucial part of the US anti-missile
shield.

traditional houses, on March 10, 2025.

Home to 57,000 people, Greenland
“is an important part of the US national
security protection,” Marc Jacobsen,
Arctic expert at the Royal Danish
Defence College, told AFP.

“The United States may increase
their military presence in Greenland,
but that’s already possible under the
existing accord,” he said.

Since 1951, a Danish agreement
with the United States — revised
in 2004 — gives the US military
practically carte blanche to do what
it wants on Greenlandic territory,
as long as it informs Denmark and
Greenland in advance.

“The Government of the United
States will consult with and inform
the Government of the Kingdom of
Denmark, including the Home Rule
Government of Greenland, prior to
the implementation of any significant
changes to United States military

A boy walks home from school in Nuuk, the capital city of Greenland, past

4

- AFP

operations or facilities in Greenland,”
Atticle 3 of the accord states.

Danish investments in
security

Trump has argued that Denmark
has failed to ensure the security
of Greenland, which measures
2.2 million square kilometres, or
about a fifth of the size of the entire
European continent.

In the past year, Copenhagen
has beefed up its investments in
Greenland. In 2025, it allocated
1.2 billion euros to security in the
region, Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen recalled on Monday.

And not just to buy dogsleds,
contrary to what Trump claimed.

Yes, the Sirius patrol, tasked
with defending a huge, largely
uninhabited swathe of the island
in the northeast measuring 972,000

km?2, travels across the ice by
dogsled. The patrol consists of 12
soldiers and some 70 dogs.

But to defend the entire territory,
81 percent of which is covered
in ice, the Danish military has
invested in five new Arctic vessels,
an air radar alert system, as well as
drones and sea patrol planes.

A subsea telecoms cable between
Greenland and Denmark will also
be built. Two cables already link the
island to Iceland and Canada.

Chinese and Russian
presence

A recent report by Denmark’s
military intelligence service said
Russia, China and the United States
were all vying to play “a greater
role” in the Arctic.

Greenland has untapped rare
earth deposits and could be a vital
player as melting polar ice opens
up new shipping routes.

In August 2025, two Chinese
research vessels were observed
operating in the Arctic, north of
the US and Canada, about 1,000
kilometres north of Greenland.

“It’s important that Donald
Trump understands that there are not
Russian and Chinese ships along the
coast of Greenland,” Jacobsen said.

China is also virtually absent
from Greenland’s economy.

The semi-public  company
Shenghe Resources has a 6.5
percent stake in Australian mining
group Energy Transition Minerals,
which wants to develop a rare earths
deposit in southern Greenland. That

project is currently halted, however.

In addition, China was blocked
from investing in new airports in
Greenland.

“The Greenlandic government
had shortlisted a big Chinese state-
owned company for providing
technical support for building
new airports eight years ago, but
Denmark and the US offered to
finance the airports on the condition
that the Chinese contractor was not
selected,” Jesper Willaing Zeuthen of
the University of Aalborg told AFP.

Road to independence

Greenland’s government in
Nuuk and Copenhagen have
repeatedly said that the territory is
not for sale and that only Greenland
can decide its future.

It is currently governed by a
coalition that has no plans to seek
independence from Denmark in the
immediate future.

The Naleraq party, which
wants swift independence and
which came second in Greenland’s
legislative elections in March, is
not in government.

While some of its members
want to bypass Denmark and
negotiate directly with the United
States, the party’s official stance
is that “Naleraq does not want
Greenlanders to become American.
Just as we do not want to be Danish.”

A year ago, 85 percent of
Greenlanders said they opposed

joining the United States, according

to a poll published in the Danish
and Greenlandic press. —AFP
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Confusion reigns over Venezuela’s oil industry

Margioni Bermudez

MARACAIBO, Venezuela -
Between US demands for its crude,
tankers threatened with seizure,
storage tanks at overflow risk and
bewildered local authorities, the
outlook for Venezuela’s oil industry
has never been murkier.

In the country’s key oil port at
Maracaibo, on the northwestern
border with Colombia, few tankers
are waiting to either load or venture
out into the Caribbean — where
American ships including the USS
Gerald Ford, the world’s biggest
aircraft carrier, are waiting.

“They have oil that is stuck in
Venezuela; they can’tmove it because
of our quarantine and because it’s
sanctioned,” US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said on Wednesday.

“We are going to take between
30 and 50 million barrels of oil,” he
added. “We’re going to sell it in the
marketplace — at market rates, not at
the discounts Venezuela was getting.”

What that means for Venezuela’s
oil prospects is anyone’s guess,
not least in the volatile political
landscape after president Nicolas
Maduro’s seizure by US forces on
narco-trafficking allegations.

But Washington is definitely
banking on long-term control, according
to Energy Secretary Chris Wright.

“We’re going to market the
crude coming out of Venezuela,
first this backed-up stored oil, and
then indefinitely,” Wright said on
Wednesday.

Tankers trapped?

State-owned  Petroleos  de
Venezuela (PDVSA) acknowledged
on Wednesday that it had entered
“negotiations” to sell oil to the
United States, on what it said would
be the same terms as for other
foreign customers.

“The process... is based on
strictly commercial transactions
under terms that are legal,

transparent and beneficial for both
parties,” it said.

But the statement came as US
forces seized two more tankers,
after previously seizing two others
after Maduro’s capture.

Most shipping firms are holding
back, either waiting at Maracaibo or
avoiding it, even as a few tankers
try to get past the US cordon.

Since Trump imposed a full oil
embargo in 2019, Venezuela has
relied largely on a “shadow fleet”
to sell mainly to China, Russia and
Iran, a prospect highly uncertain
after the US incursion.

One tanker anchored in the
Maracaibo bay on Wednesday, the
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An attendant works at a gas station of state-owned oil and gas company PDV in

Maracaibo, Venezuela, on Wednesday.

Nord Star, is owned by Corniola
and operated by Krape Myrtle, both
based in Hong Kong and targeted by
US sanctions.

“The shadow fleet is still
operating, it’s risky but it’s getting
out,” one industry source based in
Maracaibo told AFP.

Uncertain potential

But with most tankers blocked,
storage tanks at Maracaibo are
nearly filled to the brim, threatening
devastating overflows even as derricks
keep pumping to the south and east of
the port’s massive inland lake.

-AFP

One  operator, requesting
anonymity, said local authorities
“are ordering partner firms to cut
output while waiting for tankers that
will take the oil”.

The partner firms, known as
“co-enterprises”, were created
under former leader Hugo Chavez
to join forces with energy groups
from China, Russia, Belarus and
other allies.

Venezuela produces around one
million barrels per day, above the
350,000 barrels immediately after
Trump imposed a full oil embargo
in 2019, though that was eased

in 2023 after Russia launched its
military operation in Ukraine.

But it remains far below
potential for a country with the
world’s largest known oil reserves,
and exploration suggests further
huge fields could yet be found.

Caracas used to pump 3.5
million barrels daily but creaking
infrastructure and scant investment
make a return to that level unlikely in
the short term —unless Trump makes
good on his pledge to get US energy
groups back into the country soon.

Experts said it is likely that
Trump will call and end to the US
sanctions and embargo once his
goals are met.

For David Smilde, a Latin
America specialist at Tulane
University in Louisiana, Venezuela
has always wanted to sell oil to
the US at market value, instead of
“sanctioned oil at a big discount
using ghost tankers”.

In that sense, US companies
coming into Venezuela would be
“actually quite desirable”, he said.

But if the United States “really
takes this oil and then does what it
wants and maybe uses it to pay itself
for the cost of an ongoing military
operation, and none of it goes back
to Venezuela ... that could cause a
problem”, he said. —AFP

Trump invites Colombian president
to White House after threats

BOGOTA - US President
Donald Trump on Wednesday
invited his Colombian counterpart
Gustavo Petro to the White
House, just days after threatening
him with military action over
alleged drug trafficking.

Trump had warned Petro
on January 3 to “watch his ass”
following US forces’ ousting
of leader Nicolas Maduro in
neighbouring Venezuela.

On Wednesday, following
the first phone call between the
leaders since Trump took office
in January, the 79-year-old
Republican said he was arranging
to meet with Petro “in the near
future.”

Petro “called to explain the
situation of drugs and other
disagreements that we have had,”
Trump said in a post on his Truth
Social platform.

“l appreciated his call and
tone, and look forward to meeting
him in the near future” at the
White House, he added.

US forces attacked Caracas
in the early hours of Saturday,
bombing military targets during
a shock snatch-and-grab raid
to remove Maduro from power
and assert Washington’s control
over the oil-rich South American
nation.

Speaking to reporters on Air
Force One on Sunday Trump
made similar threats of military
action  against  Venezuela’s
neighbour, Colombia.

Trump accused the Colombian
leader, without providing

Angola floats ‘proposals’
to end DR Congo fighting

LUANDA —Angola said this week it

had floated to President Félix Tshisekedi
proposals to end the conflict in the
eastern Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) and that the Congolese
leader had found them “interesting”.

The resource-rich region, which

borders Rwanda as well as Burundi,
has
continual violence.

been beset by decades of

The conflict has flared since 2021

with the resurgence of the Rwandan-
backed M23 armed group despite a
flurry of diplomatic efforts, including
a US-brokered peace deal signed last
month.

Tshisekedi met his counterpart

Jodo Lourenco in Angola’s capital
Luanda on Monday, the Angolan
presidency said in a statement after

Portuguese Socialist Party (PS) presidential candidate Anténio José Seguro
gestures during a street rally as part of his presidential election campaign in
Lisbon on Wednesday. Portugal goes to the polls to elect a new president on

January 18.

evidence, of being involved
in drug trafficking and hit him
and his family with financial
sanctions.

When asked whether a
military intervention similar to
Venezuela was on the cards for
Colombia, Trump said: “It sounds
good to me.”

Petro said on Monday he was
ready to “take up arms” in the
face of such threats.

Colombia’s deputy foreign
minister ~ Mauricio  Jaramillo
told AFP in an interview on
Wednesday that the US strike on
Venezuela could ripple out into
a “catastrophe” for the whole of
Latin America.

- AFP

Petrocalled fordemonstrations
across Colombia on Wednesday
in defiance of Trump’s threat.

Petro told a rally of supporters
he planned to attend the White
House meeting, for which no date
was given.

He said he had been planning
to make “quite a tough” speech
but softened the tone after the
hour-long call with Trump.

He said he asked Trump for
the two countries to “re-establish
direct communications between
their foreign ministries and
presidents.”

Colombia and the US have a
history of military and economic
cooperation. —AFP

the visit, which lasted “a few hours”.

“The Congolese statesman said
that President Jodo Lourengo put
forward “some proposals” which he
found “very interesting” and which,
in terms of the search for peace
in his country, could “contribute
significantly”,” the statement said.

It was not immediately clear
what measures had been presented.
Previous Angolan attempts to broker

a truce failed to resolve the crisis.

The meeting between Tshisekedi
and Lourengo — the current chair
of the African Union (AU) — came
days before yesterday’s gathering of
African Great Lakes region defence
ministers to address the increasingly
parlous security situation in the DRC.

Zambian  Defence  Minister
Ambrose Lwiji Lufuma chaired the
meeting in Livingstone, with all 12
defence ministers and defence chiefs
from the International Conference
on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR)
expected to attend.

The ICGLR comprises Angola,
Burundi, the Central African
Republic, Congo-Brazzaville, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan, South Sudan,
Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.

Fighting broke out on Saturday
between the M23 and pro-Kinshasa
forces in several towns around the
strategic eastern DRC city of Uvira.

Under US pressure, the M23
had announced on December 17
its withdrawal from Uvira, while
asking mediators to ensure the
city’s protection from violence and
“remilitarisation”. —AFP

Lula vetoes law reducing
Bolsonaro’s sentence

BRASILIA — Brazil’s left-wing
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
yesterday vetoed a law dramatically
reducing the prison sentence of former
right-wing leader Jair Bolsonaro,
convicted last year of coup plotting.

Lula vetoed the law adopted
by Congress late last year on the
third anniversary of major riots by
Bolsonaro supporters in the capital
Brasilia over his defeat by Lula in
2022 elections. —AFP
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Romero apologises for Spurs slump as crisis deepens

LONDON Cristian

Premier Romero added to the

League mounting crisis at Tottenham

as the Argentinian appeared

to take a swipe at the club’s hierarchy after
apologising for their latest dismal defeat.

Thomas Frank’s side were beaten 3-2 at
Bournemouth on Wednesday to leave them
with just two wins from their last 12 Premier
League matches.

Tottenham are languishing in 14" place,
with pressure building on Frank as he
struggles to turn the tide in his first season in
charge after arriving from Brentford.

With fans growing increasingly angry -
some were seen arguing with players after
the Bournemouth loss - Tottenham captain
Romero took to social media to say sorry for
his team’s plight.

The volatile centre-back also hinted that
Frank and the players should be backed
publicly by the club’s powerbrokers.

Writing on Instagram, he said “other
people” should be coming out to speak and
added that they “only show up when things
are going well, to tell a few lies”.

The 27-year-old later deleted that post but
his replacement post was almost identical,
omitting the lies comment but still seeming to
take aim at Tottenham’s board.

Daniel Levy left his role as chairman
in September and chief executive Vinai
Venkatesham was only appointed in April.

Tottenham co-sporting director Johan
Lange has been in place since 2023, while
majority owners ENIC, run by the Lewis family
trust, have rarely made public statements.

“Apologies to all fans of you who follow
us everywhere, who are always there and will
continue to be,” Romero said.

“We are responsible, there’s no doubt
about that. I am the first. But we will keep
facing up to it and trying to turn the situation
around, for ourselves and for the club.

“At times like this, it should be other
people coming out to speak, but they don’t -
as has been happening for several years now.
They only show up when things are going well.

“We’ll stay here, working, sticking
together and giving our all to turn things
around. Especially at times like this, keeping
quiet, working harder and moving forward
all together, is part of football. All together, it
will be easier.”

Romero previously defended Frank’s
predecessor Ange Postecoglou in another
social media post last year.

Postecoglou was sacked despite winning
the Europa League last season to end the
club’s 17-year trophy drought.

Kudus out until March
Romero appeared to support the Australian
as he highlighted “many obstacles that always
existed and always will exist” at the club.
Spurs manager Frank later said he and

Lange had spoken to Romero yesterday.

“I said it when I named him the captain
that even though he’s an experienced player,
he’s tried a lot, he’s still a young leader. And I
think a lot of the things he’s done well on and
off the pitch, I’'m happy with,” said Frank.

“But also when you’re a young leader
sometimes you make a mistake, of course it’s
good to keep it internally.

“Johan and I had a good conversation with
him this morning about everything, which we
of course keep internally.”

Tottenham’s injury crisis, meanwhile,
continues to increase with Rodrigo Bentancur
suffering a hamstring injury at Bournemouth
and Lucas Bergvall also forced off.

Frank, already without Mohammed Kudus
and Dejan Kulusevski, told a press conference
Thursday: “Kudus is a bigger one, to the
tendon and quad, and don’t expect him back
until after the March international break.”

—AFP

Morocco under huge pressure as I

hosts face Cup of Nations heat

Andy Scott

RABAT — Morocco are
on a mission to win the Africa
Cup of Nations in front of
their own fans but the hosts
must avoid buckling under the enormous
weight of pressure as they face Cameroon
in the quarter-finals today.

The tournament for Walid Regragui’s
side will be seen as a failure unless they
go all the way to the final on January
18 and lift the trophy, and the question
is how they cope with that level of
expectation in the coming days.

Moroccan supporters demand the
best from Africa’s top-ranked nation but
are not convinced by what they have
seen so far at this Cup of Nations.

The Atlas Lions beat minnows
Comoros 2-0 in the opening match on
December 21 before a 1-1 draw with Mali
was greeted with jeers from the crowd.

“It is not normal for them to boo us.
We want to have the supporters behind
us,” said captain Achraf Hakimi in a
rallying cry before the final group game
against Zambia.

“If the fans are behind us we can be
champions of Africa together.”

A 3-0 victory in that match may
have eased some concerns around the
football-mad nation of almost 40 million
people, but the manner in which they
beat rank outsiders Tanzania in the last
16 was hardly reassuring.

Morocco, who lie just above Italy in
11" place in the FIFA world rankings,
required a Brahim Diaz goal in the
second half to defeat a side who have
never won a Cup of Nations match.

It was not what was expected from a
team packed with talent including a core
of players who featured on the historic
run to the 2022 World Cup semi-finals.

But Regragui, a former Moroccan
international as a player who was born
and brought up in France, insists that
winning is ultimately all that counts -
and his side are good at that, having put
together a world-record run of 19 straight
victories before the Mali stalemate.

Substance over style

“These are the kind of matches that
in the past we would have somehow lost.
We got through by the backdoor, but all

that matters is that we qualified,” the
coach said after edging past Tanzania.

“I always remember because [ grew
up in France, that in 1998 when they
won the World Cup, they needed a
golden goal against Paraguay in the last
16, penalties to win in the quarter-finals,
and then in the semi-finals they were
losing against Croatia before their right-
back (Lilian Thuram) who had never
scored in his life got two goals.”

Winning without turning on the style
will not stop fans calling for Regragui to
be replaced by Tarik Sektioui - coach of the
side that won the recent FIFA Arab Cup -
with the upcoming World Cup in mind.

But the 50-year-old Regragui just
wants to get his hands on a trophy that
Morocco have not won in exactly half
a century.

The talent is there, with captain
and African player of the year Achraf
Hakimi fit again after an ankle injury.

Real Madrid winger Diaz and
Olympiakos striker Ayoub El Kaabi have
grabbed the headlines here, but Regragui
has the kind of strength in depth that most
coaches in Africa can only dream of.

And as the temperature rises around
the Moroccan team - despite this being
the coldest weather seen at an AFCON
in decades - the big advantage for
Cameroon, meanwhile, might be the
lack of pressure on them.

The Indomitable Lions are five-time
African champions but go into today’s
match in relaxed mood having been
written off pre-tournament.

Reaching the last eight means that,
for a team eliminated in the last 16 two
years ago, their AFCON is already a
success.

That is after a chaotic build-up in
which football federation president
and Cameroonian legend Samuel Eto’o
sacked coach Marc Brys, replacing him
with local trainer David Pagou.

“The objective when I took over was
just to do better than last time because,
let’s be realistic, we didn’t have very
long when we started working with the
team,” Pagou said after beating South
Africa in the last round.

The game will be played at 3 a.m.
tomorrow morning Macau time.

— AFP/MPD
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Barcelona’s Spanish defender

Pau Cubarsi (left) tackles Athletic
Bilbao’s Spanish midfielder

Oihan Sancet during the Spanish
Supercup semi-final between FC
Barcelona and Athletic Bilbao

at King Abdullah Sports City

in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on
Wednesday. Barcelona strolled
into the Spanish Super Cup final
with a dominant 5-0 semi-final win
over Athletic Bilbao on Wednesday
in Saudi Arabia. - AFP

Tragedy-ridden Leeds great Yorath dies aged 75

Football

LONDON - Former Leeds United and Wales
great Terry Yorath, whose life on and off the pitch was
marred by tragedy, has died at the age of 75 following
a short illness, his family announced yesterday.

BBC Sport presenter Gabby Logan, one
of Yorath’s children, left part-way through
Wednesday’s Match of the Day programme to
be replaced by Mark Chapman, who confirmed it
was due to “a family emergency”.

Yorath was part of the outstanding Leeds side
managed by Don Revie and then Jimmy Armfield,
winning the league title in 1974, and runners-up medals
in the FA Cup, European Cup and Cup Winners Cup.

Capped 59 times by Wales, skippering them
on 42 occasions, he also took them to the brink of
the 1994 World Cup finals as coach - which would
have been their first appearance since 1958.

“To most he was a revered footballing hero,
but to us he was dad; a quiet, kind and gentle
man,” Yorath’s family, including his four children,
said in a statement.

“Our hearts are broken but we take comfort
knowing that he will be reunited with our brother,
Daniel.”

Yorath’s life was marked by two tragedies.

In 1992, his son Daniel died aged 15 from the
genetic heart condition hypertrophic cardiomyopathy
while playing football at home with Yorath.

“That afternoon... will never leave me. You
don’t expect to outlive your children,” Yorath told
the Observer in 2005.

Escaped Bradford fire

Yorath never got over the loss — “no one can
tell you how to grieve”, he said in 2017 — and
drank heavily.

“He was reaching for a glass of whiskey at the
end of the day to try and numb the pain,” Gabby
Logan told ITV in 2017.

“It’s self medicating isn’t it? And you can
understand when somebody’s lost a child, how
that happens. But I think that kind of spiralled.”

Indeed he narrowly avoided prison in 2004
after he struck a young girl while driving well
over the alcohol limit.

However, he was saved from prison as he was
considered a suicide risk if he was given a sentence.

He gave up drink as a result: “The best thing I
ever did was to give up the Scotch.”

Daniel’s death came seven years after a day
that should have been one of celebration for
Yorath when, as assistant coach of Bradford, the
club were hosting Lincoln before lifting the Third
Division title.

However, a fire engulfed a stand at their Valley
Parade stadium, killing 56 fans and injuring 270.

His family were there that day and Terry
himself only escaped by throwing a chair through
a window and jumping through it.

“I don’t think my dad slept that night and
probably didn’t sleep very well for a long time
after,” said Gabby.

“It was a terrible, terrible tragedy and it
was never going to be something my father just
walked away from.” —AFP
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« England to stick with Stokes and
' McCullum despite Ashes flop

Julian Guyer

LONDON — England will
limp home from Australia after
a humbling 4-1 Ashes defeat but
appear likely to stick with the
regime of Ben Stokes and Brendon
McCullum, who have vowed to
learn lessons from a painful tour.

The  tourists arrived in
November with genuine hopes of
a first Ashes series win in Australia
since 2010/11 but were 3-0 down
inside 11 days of action, with only
pride left to play for.

Despite their humiliation, it
appears director of cricket Rob Key,
coach McCullum and skipper Stokes
are all set to stay in their posts.

Getting rid of McCullum would be
especially complicated as he is also in
charge of England’s white-ball teams,
with the T20 World Cup in India and
Sri Lanka starting next month.

England do not play Test cricket
again until they host New Zealand
in June.

Stokes, speaking after England
lost the fifth and final Test in Sydney
by five wickets yesterday, said he
wanted to carry on as captain, while
accepting there were “wrongs to put
right”.

McCullum agreed there were
“areas to improve” but said he
would not be told what to do.

The extent to which the former
New Zealand captain is prepared to
alter his ultra-attacking approach
could be key to his long-term future.

England have come under fire for
perceived inadequate preparation, a
lack of specialist coaching and their
off-field behaviour.

As soon as the series was over,

England and Wales Cricket Board
chief executive Richard Gould
announced a “thorough review” had
been launched to get to the bottom
of the Ashes debacle.

The brutal truth is that England’s
aggressive “Bazball” style was ex-
posed by a far-from-vintage Austra-
lia, who were able to field injured
skipper Pat Cummins for just one
match while fellow fast bowler Josh
Hazlewood missed the whole series.

Few England players will
return home with their reputations
enhanced after numerous batting
collapses, embarrassing failures in
the field and some toothless bowling.

‘Sold a lie’

England great Geoffrey Boycott,
an Ashes-winning opening batsman
in Australia, was scathing about
England’s approach.

“Brendon McCullum, Rob Key
and Ben Stokes sold a lie for three
years,” Boycott wrote in his Daily
Telegraph column.

Boycott added: “McCullum’s
philosophy is do your own thing.
Play without a care in the world.
Express yourselves and if you get
out, no problem, it’s not your fault.

“Nobody tells them off, there is
no accountability, and nobody gets
dropped so they just keep doing the
same daft things.”

England set out for Australia
armed with a pace attack they
believed could seriously unsettle
the opposition.

But part-time off-spinner Will
Jacks played as many Tests in the series
as injury-prone fast bowlers Mark
Wood and Jofra Archer combined.

Fledgling off-spinner Shoaib
Bashir, groomed to feature in the
Ashes, did not play a single Test.

Jacob Bethell’s superb hundred
— his first in first-class cricket —
in Sydney was a sign of both the
benefits and drawbacks of England’s
approach.

Plucked from relative obscurity
for an impressive debut campaign
in New Zealand two years ago, the
Warwickshire all-rounder was denied
valuable development time by being
repeatedly rested by England during
the 2025 domestic season.

Nevertheless, the 22-year-old
left-hander - only selected for the
last two Ashes Tests - demonstrated
a maturity far beyond several of his
more experienced team-mates with
a masterful 154 in Sydney.

“That is entertainment,” Justin
Langer, a former Australia opener
and coach, told TNT Sports. “Not
running down and hitting it up in the
air and saying ‘That’s how we play.””

When they joined forces in
2022, McCullum and Stokes
revived an England side that had
been struggling, winning 10 of their
first 11 Tests at the helm.

But yesterday’s loss was
England’s 14" defeat in their past 28
Tests. They have not won a major
five-match series against Australia
or India, home or away, since 2018.

“We’ve started losing more,
we’ve not won the big series we
want to,” admitted Stokes.

“This one in particular, I think
we’ve got to be very honest with
ourselves as a team, that we have
done a bit of damage to ourselves.”

— AFP
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Olympic champion Zheng
out of Australian Open

Tennis

PARIS — Olympic champion
Zheng Qinwen announced yesterday
that she was withdrawing from the
Australian Open later this month due
to a lack of physical conditioning.

The Chinese player is a former
finalist at the year’s opening Grand
Slam, losing to current world
number one Aryna Sabalenka 6-3,
6-2 in 2024.

Zheng underwent surgery on
her elbow following a first round
defeat at Wimbledon in July before
returning to the WTA Tour in
September.

However, she pulled out in the third
round of the China Open in Beijing
after admitting that she had rushed her
return to competitive action.

“After careful evaluation by my
team and following medical advice,
unfortunately I will be withdrawing
from the 2026 Australian Open,”
Zheng wrote on Instagram.

“Although my recovery is
progressing well and my offseason
has gone smoothly, to play a Grand
Slam requires players to maintain
an extreme competitive condition.

“Currently, I have not yet
reached my best condition that 1

have set for myself.”

The Australian Open, which
begins on January 18, was where
Zheng recorded her first Grand
Slam victory and also her best
Grand Slam result, although last
year she was knocked out in the
second round.

The 23-year-old had a standout
2024, beating Donna Vekic 6-2,
6-3 to claim Olympic gold in Paris
and also reaching the final of WTA
Finals, losing to Coco Gauff in a
deciding set tiebreak. —AFP

Sabalenka accuses tour
chiefs over ‘insane’ tennis
schedule

Tennis

BRISBANE — World number
one Aryna Sabalenka accused tennis
authorities yesterday of failing to
put player welfare first over what
she called an “insane” tennis season.

Speaking at the year-opening
Brisbane International, the
Belarusian said she was prepared
to be fined for missing mandatory
tournaments in the months ahead.

The number of events in the
tennis calendar has been a frequent
complaint in recent months among
the sport’s biggest names.

Men’s world number one Carlos

Alcaraz is another to have voiced
concern about the amount of tennis
he plays, although he has also signed
up to feature in lucrative exhibition
matches.

He faces great rival Jannik
Sinner in one such event tomorrow
in South Korea, barely a week
before the Australian Open.

“The season is definitely insane,
and that’s not good for all of us as
you see so many players getting
injured and also the balls are quite
heavy, so it’s a lot of struggle for
all of us,” four-time Grand Slam
champion Sabalenka said.

“The rules are quite tricky with
mandatory events, but I'm still doing
that, I’'m skipping a couple of events
in order to protect my body because
I struggled a lot last season.”

She added: “So this season
we will try to manage it a little bit
better, even though they are going
to fine me by the end of the season.

“I think they just follow their
interests,” she said. “But they’re not
focusing on protecting all of us.”

There was no immediate
response from the WTA Tour.

However, in a statement to
AFP in October it said that “athlete
welfare is always a top priority”.

—AFP
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The San Antonio Spurs bench sport injuries during the first half against the Los
Angeles Lakers at Frost Bank Center on Wednesday in San Antonio, Texas. - AFP

Sabalenka impresses again in
Australian Open warm-up, vows
more to come

Tennis

BRISBANE - World number
one Aryna Sabalenka said she still
had room for improvement after
a second dominant win in the
Brisbane International yesterday.

Sabalenka was pushed at times
by 36-year-old Sorana Cirstea but
was never really troubled by the
Romanian as she notched a 6-3,
6-3 win to reach the quarter-finals
of the season-opening tournament.

The Belarusian will next play
Madison Keys, the American who
beat her in last year’s Australian
Open final.

Keys came back from a set
and a break down to overcome
Russia’s Diana Shnaider in a
three-hour marathon 6-7 (5/7),
7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/4).

There was a shock in the
last of the night’s matches when
Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk stunned
world number three Amanda
Anisimova 6-4, 6-3 in a high-
quality match on centre court.

Sabalenka said she aimed to
get better as she targets a third
Australian Open title in four
years when the first Grand Slam
of the year begins in Melbourne
on January 18.

“I think there is always room
to improve, and I’'m definitely not
at my peak,” Sabalenka said.

“Of course I prefer to win
every match 6-0, 6-0, like
everyone probably prefers, but
at the end of the day you only
get better when someone pushes
you and you have to deal with
moments under pressure.”

Sabalenka said tournaments such
as Brisbane, which features seven of

the top 10 women, were perfect prep-
aration for a Grand Slam.

“I think it’s important to have
quality matches before heading
to the big event, just so you’re
preparing yourself mentally for
fights, for battles,” she said.

“And playing against top players
is definitely a huge help heading into
the Grand Slam tournament.”

‘Drama’

Keys, who won her first Grand
Slam title in Melbourne over
Sabalenka, was in trouble against
21-year-old Shnaider but was able
to stay in the contest and edge
ahead in the last two tiebreaks.

“That had a little bit of
everything — it’s good to start the
year with a little bit of drama, so
I’'m glad we got that out of the
way,” Keys said.

Kostyuk played the match of
her life to down Anisimova, who
reached the finals of Wimbledon
and the US Open in 2025.

“l practised with Amanda
a week ago and she absolutely
destroyed me,” Kostyuk said.

“I think I played really,
really good. I had an amazing
preparation and tactically I think
I played really good.”

Former Wimbledon champion
Elena Rybakina reached the
quarter-finals with a 6-3, 6-2 win
over Spain’s Paula Badosa.

World number five Rybakina
took control at 3-3 in the first set,
winning nine of the next 11 games
to seal victory.

Fourth seed Jessica Pegula
also came back from a set
down beat Ukraine’s Dayana
Yastremska 5-7, 6-2, 6-3. — AFP

Australia’s captain
Steve Smith (centre)
holds the Waterford
Crystal Ashes Trophy
with teammate Pat

% Cummins at the end
of the fifth Ashes
cricket Test against
England at Sydney
Cricket Ground
yesterday. Australia
beat England in
Sydney yesterday by
five wickets to wrap
up the Ashes series

_ 4. - AFP
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‘One Battle After Another’ leads
SAG’s Actor Awards nominations

Romain Fonsegrives

LOS ANGELES - Paul Thomas
Anderson’s  politically  charged
“One Battle After Another”
on Wednesday set a record for
nominations for the Screen Actors
Guild’s (SAG) influential Actor
Awards with seven, staking its
claim to Oscars frontrunner status.

Ryan Coogler’s runaway hit
period horror film “Sinners” came
in second with five nominations,
setting the stage for a two-horse race
to the Academy Awards in March.

“One Battle After Another,”
which centres on an aging
revolutionary (Leonardo DiCaprio)
and his teenage daughter (Chase
Infiniti), is a rollicking ride featuring
violent leftist radicals, immigration
raids and white supremacists.

The film earned a nomination
for the coveted best ensemble prize,
SAG’s equivalent of best picture.
It will compete against “Sinners,”
“Frankenstein,” “Hamnet”, and
“Marty Supreme.”

“One Battle” also earned nods
for best male actor (DiCaprio),
best female actor (Infiniti), best
supporting actor (Sean Penn and
Benicio Del Toro), best supporting
actress (Teyana Taylor) and best
stunt ensemble.

“Sinners” stars Michael B.
Jordan in a dual role as twins in the
criminal underworld who encounter
a sinister force as they return home
to racially segregated Mississippi in
the 1930s.

Beyond best ensemble, it earned
nominations for best actor (Jordan),
best supporting actor (Miles Caton),
best supporting actress (Wunmi
Mosaku) and best stunt ensemble.

“One Battle” already won a duel
with “Sinners” at the Critics Choice
Awards on Sunday, taking home
the prizes for best picture and best
director. The two films split best
screenplay honours.

“In case anyone was uncertain,
‘One Battle After Another’ is the
frontrunner for the Oscars, setting
the all-time nomination record, but
‘Sinners’ is also now tied for the
second-most noms* in history,”
Variety chief awards editor Clayton
Davis told AFP.

“This is beginning to feel a
little bit like ‘La La Land’ versus
‘Moonlight” again,” he said,
referring to the 2017 Oscars
showdown.

The SAG Awards are voted
on by Hollywood actors, who
represent the biggest branch of the
membership of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences,
which votes for the Oscars.

The prizes are therefore closely
watched as indicators of who might
be in the running for an Academy
Award.

The organisation rebranded
the awards as the Actor Awards in
November.

For best actor, Timothee
Chalamet solidified his Oscars
campaign with a nod for his work
in “Marty Supreme,” while Jessie
Buckley did the same, earning a
nomination for her work as William
Shakespeare’s grief-stricken wife in
“Hamnet.”

Both won Critics Choice Awards
on Sunday.

Davis called the best actor
contest a “tight race” between
Chalamet, DiCaprio and Ethan
Hawke (“Blue Moon”), while best
actress honours are “firmly Jessie
Buckley’s to lose.”

Davis said he was surprised
that the Actors Awards nominations
did not feature any non-English
language films such as Norway’s
“Sentimental Value” or Brazil’s
“The Secret Agent.”

The SAG Awards also honour
television, with Hollywood satire
“The Studio” — already a big winner
at the Emmys — leading with five
nominations.

The SAG Awards will take place
on March | in Los Angeles, and will
stream live on Netflix. —AFP

*Clipping of nominations
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Theatrical release poster for “One Battle
After Another” - Image courtesy of IMDb
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Arraignment postponed for Rob Reiner’s

Huw Griffith

LOS ANGELES — An arraign-
ment for the son of Hollywood
director Rob Reiner over the stab-
bing deaths of his parents was
postponed on Wednesday, after his
lawyer stepped back from the case,
while insisting his former client
was not guilty of murder.

Nick Reiner faces two counts
of first-degree murder over the
double killing that sent shockwaves
through Hollywood just days
before Christmas.

The 32-year-old was arrested on
December 14 after the bodies of his
filmmaker father, and his mother,
photographer ~ Michele  Singer
Reiner, were discovered at their
home in the upmarket Brentwood
neighbourhood of Los Angeles.

Prosecutors said 79-year-old
Rob Reiner — who directed huge hits
including “When Harry Met Sally”
and “A Few Good Men” — and his
wife, 70, were stabbed to death.

Nick Reiner, who has a history
of addiction, was expected to
be arraigned on Wednesday — a
process where a defendant is
formally told what charges he
or she faces and has their rights
explained. A suspect often enters a
not guilty plea at this stage.

But proceedings were halted
after the court heard that lawyer
Alan Jackson was no longer
representing Reiner.

The judge appointed an attorney
from the public defender’s office in
his sted, and set February 23 as the
new date for the arraignment.

Jackson, a high-profile attorney
who has previously represented
Hollywood clients including Harvey
Weinstein  and Kevin Spacey,
told reporters he was “legally and
ethically” barred from explaining
why he had stepped back.

“Circumstances beyond our
control, but more importantly,
circumstances  beyond  Nick’s
control have dictated that, sadly, it’s
made it impossible for us to continue
our representation of Nick,” he said.

son over parents’ murder

Lawer Alan Jackson exits the courthouse during Nick Reiner’s arraignment on
charges of murdering his parents Rob and Michele Reiner, at the Clara Shortridge
Foltz Criminal Justice Centre on Wednesday in Los Angeles, California. Jackson
withdrew as Reiner’s attorney and Reiner will now be represented by the county
Public Defender’s Office. Nick Reiner was arrested on December 14 after the
bodies of his filmmaker father Rob Reiner, and his mother, photographer Michele
Singer Reiner were discovered at their home in the Brentwood neighbourhood of
Los Angeles. He has been charged with two counts of first-degree murder. - AFP

Jackson said he and his team
remained committed to Reiner’s
best interests and had faith that
the legal process would “reveal
the true facts of the circumstances
surrounding this case.”

“We’ve investigated this matter
top to bottom, back to front. What
we’ve learned — and you can take
this to the bank — is that pursuant
to the laws of this state, pursuant to
the law in California, Nick Reiner
is not guilty of murder.”

If convicted as charged, Reiner
could face life in prison without
parole, or the death penalty, although
California does not routinely carry
out capital punishment.

Reiner, who lived in a guest
house on his parents’ property,
had attended a party at the home
of comedian Conan O’Brien on
December 13 with his parents,
where some attendees reportedly
spoke of his behaving erratically.

The New York Times, citing a
source close to the family, said the
couple had been due to dine with
former president Barack Obama
and his wife Michelle on Sunday
evening, and had seemingly booked
an in-home massage for that day.

The paper said that when no
one answered the door for the
appointment, the therapist contacted
the couple’s daughter, Romy Reiner.

When she arrived with a friend,
she discovered her father’s body,
and emergency services were called.
Paramedics told her that her mother’s
body was also at the property.

Police arrested Nick Reiner
several kilometres away from the
scene of the crime later that night.

Rob Reiner, the son of
legendary comedian Carl Reiner,
started his showbiz career in acting.

He won fame as the oafish
son-in-law Michael “Meathead”
Stivic on groundbreaking 1970s
sitcom “All in the Family,” before
transitioning to directing.

As a director, he
Hollywood gold.

His output included classic
films like 1984’s rock music moc-
kumentary “This is Spinal Tap,”
fantasy gem “The Princess Bride”
from 1987, and seminal coming-
of-age movie “Stand By Me.”

“AFew Good Men,” starring Hol-
lywood heavyweights Tom Cruise
and Jack Nicholson, earned an Oscar
nomination for Best Picture. —AFP

struck

Warner Bros rejects updated Paramount
takeover bid, backs Netflix deal

NEW YORK - The board
of entertainment of news giant
Warner Bros. Discovery (WBD)
urged shareholders on Wednesday
to reject an updated takeover bid
by rival Paramount, saying it is
inferior to Netflix’s offer.

Paramount amended its hostile
takeover bid in mid-December
to include an over-US$40 billion
personal financing guarantee from
tech titan Larry Ellison, an ally of
US President Donald Trump.

Ellison’s son David is the CEO
of Paramount Skydance, which
controls the historic Hollywood
studio as well as a host of TV
groups, including CBS.

The board ‘“has unanimously
determined  that  Paramount
Skydance’s tender offer... is not in
the best interests of WBD and its

shareholders and does not meet the
criteria of a ‘Superior Proposal’
under the terms of WBD’s merger
agreement with Netflix,” Warner
Bros said in a statement.

Netflix shocked the industry
on December 5 by announcing it
had sealed an agreement to buy
the film and television studio and
HBO Max streaming business
for nearly US$83 billion, the
entertainment industry’s biggest
consolidation deal this decade.

Three days later, Paramount
launched an all-cash tender offer
valuing the entertainment giant at
US$108.4 billion.

It amended its proposal weeks
later, seeking to address concerns
about the sizable debt financing
required for the offer.

“Paramount’s offer continues to

provide insufficient value, including
terms such as an extraordinary
amount of debt financing that create
risks to close and lack of protections
for our shareholders if a transaction
is not completed,” Warner Bros
board chairman Samuel Piazza said
on Wednesday.

Unlike Netflix’s offer, Para-
mount’s bid includes the buyout of
cable channels such as CNN, TNT,
TBS and Discovery — which would
be added to its group of TV assets like
CBS, MTV, and Comedy Central.

The bidding war that will
reshape Hollywood and US media
has drawn White House attention,
and is likely to face major
regulatory scrutiny.

Trump has said he will be
“involved” in any decision on the
merger. —AFP
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A Horse arrival imminent

This picture taken on Wednesday, shows people looking at an ice sculpture at a park in Harbin, in
Heilongjiang Province. - AFP

A Alifetime of
reading

People look inside the ‘Idiom’
art installation made from
8,000 books by Slovak artist
Matej Krén which is placed in
the foyer of the Central Library
on Wednesday in Prague. A
pile of 8,000 books installed

in Prague’s city library in 1998
has become the Czech capital’s
latest tourist hit, drawing
thousands hungry for selfies in
a social media craze. - AFP

V Babysitting

Elephants are pictured at the
Amboseli National Park in
Kenya, yesterday. Amboseli
National Park is one of Kenya’s
premier vacation destinations
and a world-renowned tourist

spot. The park is located at the
border between Kenya and
Tanzania and sits at the foot
of Africa’s highest mountain,
Mount Kilimanjaro. — Xinhua
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A 60 million years - still here!

A statue of a coelacanth, an ancient fish often called a “living fossil,”
discovered in waters near Manado in 1997 as the second known living
species, is seen by the sea in Manado, North Sulawesi, Indonesia

yesterday. - AFP

A Warm stable please!

This photograph shows a pony in a field in Chisseaux, near Tours,
France following a fresh snowfall on Wednesday. —AFP
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A Mush, mush

Visitors use a chair-ski with dog figures on the front at a seasonal ice

o park in Beijing yesterday. - AFP
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