
Jimmy Lai found guilty of 
violating national security law

Jimmy Lai, an instigator of anti-China riots in Hong Kong, 
was found guilty yesterday on two charges of conspiring to 
collude with external forces and a charge of conspiracy to 
publish seditious materials.    – Story on p. 7

Australia to toughen gun laws as 
it mourns deadly Bondi attack

Australia’s leaders agreed yesterday to toughen gun laws 
after two attackers killed 15 people at a Jewish festival on 
Bondi Beach, the worst mass shooting in decades decried 
as antisemitic “terrorism” by authorities.     –  Story on p. 11

Right-wing candidate Kast wins 
Chile presidential election

Chilean voters elected the most right-wing president in 35 
years on Sunday, with official results showing arch-conserva-
tive José Antonio Kast with a thumping victory and his rival 
quickly conceding defeat.     – Story on p. 12 
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Armindo Neves
Yesterday was the last day of 

the 12th National Games for Persons 
with Disabilities and the 9th National 
Special Olympic Games, with the 
closing ceremony held in Shenzhen 
– and the Macau team won no fewer 
than 146 medals. 

State Councillor Shen Yiqin 
declared the Games closed.

It marked the first time that the 
two Games were co-hosted by the 
three regions of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area (GBA). It was also the second 
time that both Games took place 
in the same city and year as the 
National Games.

The Macau Special Olympics 
(MSO) announced on its Facebook 
page yesterday that the local team 
had clinched 144 medals in the 
National Special Olympic Games 
(NSOG). Moreover, according to 
the organiser’s official website, the 
local team garnered two medals at 
the National Games for Persons 
with Disabilities (NGD).

The eight-day 12th National 
Games for Persons with Disabilities 
and 9th National Special Olympic 
Games took place in Guangdong 
Province and the nation’s two 
special administrative regions 
(SARs) – Hong Kong and Macau. 

Due to the deadly inferno 
in Hong Kong’s Tai Po District 

on November 26, the organisers 
decided to cancel the traditional 
torch relay and opening ceremony 
on December 8. Yesterday’s closing 
ceremony in Shenzhen was held in a 
simple way, the organisers said. 

Between December 8, the Games’ 
first day, and December 14, the 

Games’ penultimate day, the local 
team won medals at the NGD Road 
Cycling, NGD Badminton, NSOG 
Table Tennis, NSOG Boccia, NSOG 
Athletics, NSOG Basket Ball, NSOG 
Swimming, and NSOG Badminton.

The local team clinched 
34 gold, 52 silver and 60 bronze 

medals in the athletic meet.
Macau’s preparatory office 

for both Games announced in 
a statement yesterday that the 
organising committee held a press 
conference in Shenzhen yesterday 
afternoon to provide an overview of 
the sports meet.

The statement said that the 
Games saw over 15 world records 
broken and 156 national records set. 

Meanwhile, Xinhua News Agency 
reported last night that the Games 
featured 46 sports, with a total of 
7,824 athletes from 34 delegations. 

Continued on p.3

Macau’s Chang Chi Wai, NSOG Athletics Women’s Singles 12-15 Shot Put Group 

2 gold medal winner, poses during the award ceremony at the Zhongshan Sports 

Centre Stadium on Sunday.

Macau’s Ue Sze Yu, NSOG Swimming Men’s Singles 12-15 100 Metre freestyle Group 

2 gold medal winner, poses during the award ceremony at the Jiangmen Sports 

Centre Natatorium on Sunday. – Photos courtesy of Macau Special Olympic 

Macau team clinches 146 medals 
at 12at 12thth NGD & 9 NGD & 9thth NSOG NSOG

LOS ANGELES – Hollywood giant Rob 
Reiner’s son was charged yesterday with 
murdering his father – the famed director 
of hits including “When Harry Met Sally” 
– and his mother in their Los Angeles home.

Nick Reiner, 32, was detained hours after 
the bodies of the 78-year-old actor-director 
and his wife, Michele Singer Reiner, were 
discovered in the upscale Brentwood 
neighbourhood on Sunday.

Police “worked throughout the night on 
this case and were able to take into custody 
Nick Reiner, a suspect in this case,” LA 
police chief Jim McDonnell told reporters.

“He was subsequently booked for 
murder and is being held on a US$4 million 
bail.”

Nick Reiner had argued with his parents 
at a party on Saturday evening, the Los 
Angeles Times reported, adding he had been 
plagued by addiction struggles in the past.

As tributes poured in, Donald Trump 
unleashed an extraordinary broadside 
against Rob Reiner, appearing to blame the 
deaths on the director’s criticism of the US 
president.

Police sources told US media that the 
couple were stabbed, while celebrity news 

website TMZ, which first broke the story, 
reported that their throats had been cut.

Reiner directed classic films including 
1984’s rock music mockumentary “This 
is Spinal Tap,” fantasy gem “The Princess 
Bride” from 1987, and the 1992 courtroom 
drama “A Few Good Men.”

His films spanned everything from 
laugh-out-loud comedy to searing drama 
and earned him a global following.

Reiner was politically active, an 
outspoken supporter of leftist causes, and 
had warned that Trump was mounting an 
authoritarian takeover.

While movie fans around the world 
grieved, Trump claimed Reiner died 
“reportedly due to the anger he caused 
others through his massive, unyielding, 
and incurable affliction with a mind 
crippling disease known as TRUMP 
DERANGEMENT SYNDROME.”

“He was known to have driven people 
CRAZY by his raging obsession of 
President Donald J. Trump, with his obvious 
paranoia reaching new heights as the Trump 
Administration surpassed all goals and 
expectations of greatness,” the president 
posted. (More on p.15)    – AFP 

Son arrested for murder of movie director Rob Reiner and wife
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Armindo Neves
The Macau Monetary Authority 

(ACAM) announced in a statement 
yesterday that in order to enhance 
online trade safety, it has mandated 
that all ATM card-issuing banks 
introduce a new online transaction 
authorisation feature within their 
mobile banking apps starting by the 
end of this year. 

The new feature will replace 
the one-time SMS verification code 
system, the statement said.

The measure, according to the 
statement, aims to prevent fraudsters 
from accessing interception 
verification codes to conduct 
unauthorised transactions, thereby 
reducing the risk of financial 
loss. The monetary regulator also 

required banks to provide clear 
guidelines and customer support for 
the new feature, the statement said. 

According to the statement, 
in line with the new rules, ATM 
cardholders must update their 
mobile banking apps to the latest 
version. During a transaction, the 
system will prompt the user to 
open the mobile banking app, the 
statement said.

After completing the verification 
process, according to the statement, 
the users can clearly review the 
transaction details – merchant name 
and amount – before authorising the 
process directly within the app.

Moreover, the statement said, 
ATM card holders who have not 
activated mobile banking services 

may continue using the SMS 
verification code method.

In order to prevent fraudulent 
activities involving text messages 
from impersonators, the bureau 
warned in the statement that 
from this month local financial 
institutions are prohibited from 
including hyperlinks or QR codes in 
their text messages or emails sent to 
customers. 

AMCM reminded the public 
that financial institutions will never 
request personal information, bank 
card details, or verification codes 
via text messages or emails. It urged 
the public to remain vigilant and 
refrain from clicking on unfamiliar 
links or scanning QR codes from 
unknown sources. 

AMCM orders local banks to launch new online 
trade safety function 

Undated file photo of the headquarters of the Macau Monetary Authority (ACAM) on 
Calçada do Gaio – Photo: MSAR Government Portal 

Ada Lei
The Public Security Police 

(PSP) apprehended a local cyclist 
on Thursday for drunk driving, with 
his blood alcohol concentration 
standing at 1.25 grams per litre, PSP 
spokesman Wong Chi Weng said 
during a regular press conference 
yesterday.

Wong identified the suspect 
as a male in his fifties surnamed 
Cheang, who told the police that he 
is jobless.

According to Wong, the Public 
Security Police (PSP) received a 
report on Thursday night about a 
traffic accident in Avenida Marginal 
do Lam Mau (林茂海邊大馬路). 
Upon arrival, the police found an 

injured cyclist, Cheang, and a male 
driver. Cheang sustained minor 
injuries and a breathalyser test 
confirmed Cheang’s blood alcohol 
concentration at 1.25 grams per litre, 
indicating a drunk-driving offence.

Under questioning, Cheang 
admitted to drinking alcoholic 
beverages in Fai Chi Kei (筷子基) 
before riding home. He told the 
police that he lost his balance while 
crossing a speed bump, resulting in 
a collision with a parked car that 
caused minor damage to the rear 
left door.

Cheang has been transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP), facing a charge of drunk 
driving. 

Ada Lei
A middle-aged local man has 

fallen victim to a “fake police” 
scam, resulting in a total loss of 
HK$196,900 (202,000 patacas), 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong said during a 
regular press conference yesterday.

According to Cheong, the police 
received a report on Thursday 
afternoon from the victim, who 
said that he had received a call 
earlier that morning from someone 
claiming to be a “mainland police 
officer.” The caller alleged that the 
victim’s mainland phone number 
was involved in fraud in the 
Chinese mainland and requested 
his cooperation for a “funds 
review.” Following the scammer’s 
instructions, the victim provided his 
bank account details and password 
while enabling screen sharing.

The victim later received a 
warning from the Judiciary Police 
and began to suspect he had been 

scammed. Upon checking his 
bank account, he discovered that 
a total of HK$196,900 had been 
transferred out in three remittances 
to two Hong Kong bank accounts 
on the same day. Realising he had 
been defrauded, the victim reported 
a total loss of HK$196,900 to the 
police on Thursday.

Young mainland man 
loses 13,041 yuan in phone 
purchase scam: police

A young man from the Chinese 
mainland has been cheated out 
of 13,041 yuan (14,000 patacas) 
in a smartphone purchase scam, 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong said during a 
regular press conference yesterday.

According to Cheong, the 
victim attempted to purchase a 
smartphone at a shop in a shopping 
mall in Cotai on November 14. 
While several customers were 
queuing, a man approached him 
and claimed he could assist with 
the purchase, but requested that the 
victim make a payment in advance. 
Not wanting to wait, the victim 
transferred 22,041 yuan via the 
Alipay QR code provided by the 
man. They then exchanged WeChat 
details for further communication.

After the transaction, the victim 
repeatedly asked about the purchase 
through WeChat, but the scammer 
claimed that the phone was not 
yet available. When the victim 
requested a refund, the scammer 
only returned 9,000 yuan and then 
ceased all communication.

Suspecting he had been 
scammed, the victim reported a 
loss of 13,041 yuan to the police 
on Thursday. 

Police nab local man for ‘drunk cycling’

Local man loses HK$196,900 
in ‘fake police’ scam: police

Khalel Vallo
The University of Macau (UM) 

announced in a statement yesterday 
that it has co-developed a topical 
patch, “Macao Yat-Tiu-Gan” (澳門
一條筋 – “Macau One Tendon”), 
aimed at alleviating joint and 
muscle pain, which has entered 
production and is now available in 
local pharmacies. 

According to the statement, 
the patch was developed through 
a collaboration between UM’s 
Institute of Chinese Medical 
Sciences and the State Key 
Laboratory of Mechanism and 
Quality of Chinese Medicine (SKL-
MQCM), led by Associate Professor 
He Chengwei, and Macaufacture 
Medical Supplies Limited. 

This collaboration aims to 
represent a significant example of 
industry-academia integration, the 
statement said.

The patch utilises extracts from 
Glycine tabacina, a medicinal herb 
found in Fujian and Taiwan, and is 
designed to relieve discomfort in 
areas such as the neck, shoulders, 
lower back, and legs, typically 
caused by prolonged sitting or 

physical activity, the statement 
added.

 Through systematic research, the 
UM team explored the herb’s active 
components and pharmacological 
effects, contributing to the 
development of the patch, providing 
consumers with an effective, safe, 
and convenient solution. 

This project, according to the 
public university, was funded by the 

Industrial Transformation Special 
Project of SKL-MQCM and the 
Macao Science and Technology 
Development Fund. 

The statement concluded that 
the research team plans to further 
expand its health product lines, 
aiming to reinforce the global 
recognition of Macau’s role in 
Chinese medicine research and 
development. 

UM co-develops ‘Macao Yat-Tiu-Gan’ patch 
for joint and muscle pain relief

This image provided by the University of Macau (UM) yesterday promotes the herbal 
patch ‘Macao Yat-Tiu-Gan’, now available in local pharmacies.

Public Security Police (PSP) spokesman 
Wong Chi Weng looks on during 
yesterday’s regular press conference. 

– Photo: Ada Lei

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong looks on during 
yesterday’s regular press conference. 

– Photo: Ada Lei
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The statement also said that 
according to the findings of a 
survey conducted by a third party, 
the initiative has effectively 
encouraged residents to increase 
both the frequency and amount of 
their consumer spending in Macau, 
demonstrating that the campaign 
has achieved its intended results in 
stimulating local consumption.

The Post talked to several 
residents and shop owners about the 
scheme yesterday. 

“Kun Che”, a Western 
pharmacy proprietor, told the Post 
she believed that the programme 
generated tangible benefits 
for local businesses, noting its 
effectiveness in altering residents’ 
shopping habits. She also said that 
the “use-it-or-lose-it” psychology 
associated with the vouchers had 
encouraged consumers to purchase 
daily necessities in Macau, thereby 
stimulating ancillary sales. The 
initiative has even drawn Macau 
residents residing in the Chinese 
mainland to return home specifically 
for consumer spending, she said.

Conversely, the owner of a 
grocery in the northern district, who 
preferred not to be named, told the 
Post that while acknowledging 
the programme’s effectiveness, 
he also expressed scepticism that 
incentives focused solely on binding 
consumption to the local market could 
fundamentally redirect residents’ 
strong preference for shopping 

across the border. He suggested the 
need for future programmes to be 
more effective in attracting spending 
by tourists from the Chinese 
mainland. He also suggested that in 
the future the programme’s timing 
- such as scheduling it before the 
Lunar New Year - should better align 
with residents’ practical needs for 
holiday purchases.

Ping, her nickname, a senior 
resident talked to the Post at the S. 
Domingos wet market in the city 
centre she hopes that the government 
will continue the incentive. Ping said 
she believes that it provides practical 
support in stimulating consumption 
and benefiting people’s livelihoods 
under the current economic 
condition, as she frequently used 
the vouchers for daily expenses 
such as groceries. She suggested 
that any future continuation of the 
scheme should be launched before 
the upcoming Lunar New Year to 
facilitate holiday shopping.

The Chinese New Year of the 
Horse falls on February 17 next year. 

A clerical worker surnamed Lei 
told the Post that the programme’s 
design had been beset with certain 
inconveniences, such as that some 
of the incentives seemed to encour-
age non-essential spending. Fur-
thermore, he highlighted that the 
last phase of the programme did not 
include fuel expenses in the lucky 
draw categories, which was “incon-
venient” for frequent drivers. 

Consumption reward campaign receives mixed reactions

This poster provided by the Economic and Technological Development Bureau 

(DSEDT) on Friday shows its “National Games Cohesion – Community Consumption 

Grand Prix” consumption reward programme which concluded on November 30. 

Tony Wong
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai 

travelled to Beijing yesterday for 
his first annual duty visit where 
he will brief state leaders about 
the Macau Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) government’s 
work this year and its policy 
guidelines for next year.

This is Sam’s first annual duty 
visit to the nation’s capital to deliver 
his work report since he took office 
as the MSAR’s chief executive on 
December 20 last year.

The Macau Government Infor-
mation Bureau (GCS) announced 
Sam’s three-day visit to the capital 
in a statement on Sunday.

As is customary, the GCS 
statement did not name the state 
leaders that the chief executive of 
the MSAR will meet during the 
annual duty visit.

Neither did the statement 
mention when exactly Sam will 
meet the state leaders.

As Sam is scheduled to return 
to Macau tomorrow, he is expected 
to meet the state leaders today.

The GCS statement also noted 
that Secretary for Administration 
and Justice Wong Sio Chak is 
acting chief executive during 
Sam’s three-day duty visit.

The MSAR’s chief executive 
customarily travels to Beijing 
to report the local government’s 
annual work to state leaders in 

December. For instance, in 2021, 
2022 and 2023, the MSAR’s then 
chief executive Ho Iat Seng went 
to the capital for his duty visit in 
December each time.

Sam succeeded Ho as the 
MSAR’s chief executive on 
December 20 last year, i.e., the 25th 
Anniversary of the establishment 
of the MSAR, when Sam was 
sworn in by President Xi Jinping 
at the Macau East Asian Games 
Dome in Cotai.

In 2024, no duty visit to Beijing 
was made by the chief executive.

In 2023, it was the first time 
that Ho delivered his work report 
to the country’s president and 

premier during a single meeting. 
Previously, the country’s president 
and premier heard the work 
reports by the chief executives 
of the Hong Kong and Macau 
special administrative regions 
respectively in separate meetings 
on their duty visits to Beijing.

Specifically, when Ho was 
on his duty visit to Beijing in 
December 2023, he reported the 
local government’s work to Xi in 
a meeting which was also attended 
by Premier Li Qiang, while on 
his duty visit to the capital in 
December 2022, he met Xi and the 
nation’s then premier Li Keqiang 
separately. 

Sam pays his !rst duty visit to Beijing

This file photo shows Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai addressing the opening of 
the 2025 Global Artificial Intelligence Machines and Electronics Expo (AIE) in The 
Venetian Macao in Cotai early this month.            – Photo: GCS

Macau team clinches 146 medals 
at 12at 12thth NGD & 9 NGD & 9thth NSOG NSOG

Continued from p.1
According to Pun Weng Kun, 

director of the preparatory office during 
the press conference Macau ensured 
comprehensive support concerning the 
organisation, coordination and services 
for over 500 participants and technical 
officials from 28 delegations during the 
competitions held in Macau. Pun also 
said that a total of 1,500 volunteers, 
having undergone systematic training, 
provided all-round support for the 
event. Pun pointed that Macau would 

use the event, which is held every four 
years, as an opportunity to continue 
deepening the concept of integration 
between individuals with and without 
disabilities, promote the regularised 
development of sports for persons 
with disabilities, and contribute 
Macau’s efforts to the coordinated 
development of initiatives for persons 
with disabilities in the Greater Bay 
Area (GBA).

Chang Zheng, deputy director 
of the organising committee, said 

in Shenzhen yesterday that the 
Games have highlighted China’s 
achievements in sport for people 
with disabilities and laid a solid 
foundation for the country’s 
participation in the 2026 Aichi-
Nagoya Asian Para Games and 2028 
Los Angeles Paralympic Games.

The 13th National Games for 
Persons with Disabilities and the 
10th National Special Olympic 
Games will be hosted by Hunan 
Province in 2029. 

Armindo Neves
The Economic and Technological 

Development Bureau (DSEDT) 
said in a statement on Friday that 
its 13-week-long consumption 
reward programme, called “National 
Games Cohesion – Community 
Consumption Grand Prix”, had 
achieved good results.

According to the statement, 
the event attracted around 20,000 
participating businesses. During 
the period, a total of 462 million 
patacas in e-vouchers was issued, 
with a total redemption value of 408 
million patacas, stimulating around 
1.645 billion patacas in consumer 
spending, the statement said.

The amount redeemed through 
“Senior Citizen Cards” and “Social 
Care Cards” reached 57.66 million 
patacas in total, generating about 
117 million patacas in associated 
consumer spending.
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Rui Pastorin
The Chinese mainland’s Zhang Lanpo is presenting  

16  works consisting of paintings and photography in his 
solo exhibition “Above the Abyss” at Albergue SCM’s A2 
Gallery, not only presenting artworks but also celebrating 
the 26th Anniversary of Macau’s return to the motherland.

Running through February 15, the exhibition 
opened last week and features works that transport 
exhibitiongoers to an almost otherworldly place as they 
explore each of the pieces, several of which are large-
scale works, on display across the gallery. Each exhibit 
provides a reflection on history, memory, and humanity 
while also re-examining reality, with Zhang’s artwork 
leading viewers to a journey of floating above the abyss, 
according to a recent statement by organiser Círculo 
dos Amigos da Cultura de Macau (CAC, “Circle of the 
Friends of Macau’s Culture”).

Exhibition curator Iion Ho (何映荷) pointed out in a 
statement displayed at the gallery that Zhang “places his 
images in a world that never fully descends – fragments 
drifting above a dark, viscous ground, surfacing and 
sinking through layers of time, memory, and death”.

Lanzhou-born Zhang has 
been recognised as one of the 
Top 20 emerging contemporary 
photographers in the Chinese 
mainland and is noted as “one of 
the most representative figures in 
the field of Chinese conceptual 
photography”, according to the 
CAC statement.

Lanzhou is the capital city of the northwestern 
province of Gansu.

His work stands out for its deep intellectual exploration 
of the limits of human existence and consciousness, 
according to his biography provided with the gallery 
statement, which noted that all of his large-scale pieces 
take up to eight months to create and showcase careful 
craftsmanship with rich layers of meaning and detail. His 
photography, in particular, reflects on death, aiming to 
offer a new perspective on life.

Zhang has received various photography awards 
and, as listed in his artist’s bio, has held solo exhibitions 
and joined a number of group exhibitions in places in 
the Chinese mainland and overseas such as in Cuba, 
Singapore, and Los Angeles.

Members of the public may visit the exhibition 
Tuesdays through Sundays from 12 noon to 7 p.m. On 
Mondays, one can visit from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

*SCM stands for Santa Casa da Misericórdia (Holy 
House of Mercy), Macau’s oldest charitable organisation.

‘Above the Abyss’ 
celebrates 26th Anniversary of 
Macau’s return to the motherland

Photos: Rui Pastorin



having annual eye exams, while 
nearly 40 percent said they had 
never undergone a vision check, the 
statement said. 

The statement noted that 
respondents also demonstrated 
“basic understanding” of myopia 
but there was still a “significant 
lack of awareness on key issues”. 
This is shown in an example where 
over 60 percent of the respondents 
were unclear or mistakenly believed 
that laser surgery “could correct 
not only nearsightedness, but also 
other eye diseases or complications 
related to myopia” when it only 
adjusts how the eye focuses light 
and does not reverse the elongation 
of the eyeball.

The data was revealed during the 
Myopia and Eye Health Talk presented 
by ophthalmologist Dr Lo Peng Iok at 
Edu Plus City in Taipa Flower City 
Plaza. A Free Eye Screening Day also 
took place, with both events part of 
the 2025 Action for Sight that ended 
on December 5. 

Regarding high myopia, Dr Lo 
explained that this is when your 
glasses prescription is -6.00 diop-
tres* or stronger. This condition 
means your eyeball is longer than 
normal, which can stretch and thin 
the retina and other delicate inter-
nal tissues. This increases the risk 
of retinal detachment, muscular 
degeneration, cataracts and glauco-
ma, among other serious problems 
that can lead to permanent vision 

loss or blindness, highlighting the 
importance of having regular eye 
exams.

Among other topics, Dr Lo also 
discussed eye care tips, noting the 
importance of developing healthy 
habits such as having annual eye 
checks, getting enough sleep, 
reducing prolonged near-work 
and use of digital devices, and 
spending more time outdoors, 
while youngsters should also limit 
excessive screen time. 

The statement highlighted 
the prevalence of myopia among 
children worldwide, noting that one 
in three children globally is myopic, 

a number that could continue to 
grow.

The statement pointed out that 
Dr Lo recommended that children 
three-years-old and older should 
have regular eye checks, ideally 
every six months, while adults 
should have their eyes checked at 
least once a year. Early consultation 
was also urged when symptoms such 
as blurred vision, image distortion, 
or other abnormalities arise. 

*A dioptre is a unit that 
measures the optical power of a 
lens. It indicates how strong a lens 
is in bending light. A higher dioptre 
means a stronger lens. -Source: Poe

TUESDAY December 16, 2025 The Macau Post Daily 5
MACAU

Your trusted source for real news 

Khalel Vallo
According to a statement 

provided by the Commerce and 
Investment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM) on Thursday, Macau 
enterprises expanded their presence 
in Southeast Asia after participating 
in the four-day Asia Pacific 
Food Expo 2025 in Singapore, 
with Macau companies securing 
procurement collaborations with 
nearly half of the other exhibitors. 

The Asia Pacific Food Expo 
2025 concluded earlier this 
month, with IPIM organising local 
enterprises to take part and setting up 
a “Macao Pavilion” in collaboration 
with the Industrial Association of 
Macau for the second consecutive 
year, the statement noted.

According to the statement, a 
total of 26 local enterprises joined 
the expo, including nine first-
time exhibitors. During the event, 
participating companies engaged 
in 203 business matching sessions 
spanning food and beverage 
wholesale, agency, retail, chain 
supermarkets and e-commerce 
platforms, as well as live-streaming 
shopping, the statement said.

Nearly half of the local 
enterprises set up procurement 
deals with Singaporean companies, 
covering areas such as distribution 
agency, retail, supermarket channel 
expansion, multi-channel online 
and offline sales, and e-commerce 
cooperation, the statement added. 

The Macao Pavilion recorded 
“gratifying” foot traffic and 
“encouraging” sales performance, 
the statement said, adding that it 
showcased around 350 “Made-
in-Macao” and “Macao Brand” 

products, including health 
products, baked goods, local 
snacks, preserved fruit, noodles, 
alcoholic beverages, and teas. 

Over 80 percent of the 
participating enterprises held the 
“M-Mark” Macao Product Quality 
Certification, while more than half 
of the showcased products were 
halal certified, the statement noted.

Meanwhile, the statement 
added that halal-certified products 
attracted notable interest from local 
buyers, while “M-Mark” products 
were widely recognised as a mark of 
quality and confidence, while newly 
launched health and baked products 
also drew attention from visitors.

Moreover, IPIM organised 
a series of supporting activities 
during the expo, including 
business matching sessions, local 
product tasting activities, gift 
giveaways and AI photo interactive 
installations to enhance visitor 
engagement, the statement said.

According to the statement, some 
of the first-time exhibitors reported 
satisfactory sales and said the expo 
helped them better understand local 
ingredient requirements and buyer 
preferences, facilitating their entry 
into the Southeast Asian market. 

The statement concluded 
that it will continue to support 
local enterprises in connecting 
with overseas markets through 
exhibitions and investment 
promotion, leveraging Macau’s 
role in promoting China–
Portuguese-speaking countries 
(PSCs) trade to expand into the 
11-nation ASEAN (Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations) and 
other international markets. 

This undated handout photo provided by the Commerce and Investment 
Promotion Institute (IPIM) on Thursday shows fairgoers visiting the Macao 
Pavilion during the Asia Pacific Food Expo 2025 in Singapore earlier this month.

Local enterprises tap SE Asian 
market at Asia Paci!c Food 

Expo in Singapore: IPIM 

Rui Pastorin
Orbis Macau has recently 

revealed the results of its data 
findings from its Orbis’ 2025 online 
quiz, which show that of the 168 
valid responses received, nearly 75 
percent reported having myopia, 
even though 80 percent of that 
figure has not been classified as 
high myopia, while a “concerning 
lack of preventive awareness” was 
also found.

This year’s online quiz, which 
was part of Orbis Macau’s two-
month long 2025 Action for Sight 
campaign that raised over 580,000 

patacas and concluded earlier this 
month, focused on one of the most 
common eye issues worldwide: 
myopia, aka nearsightedness. 
The quiz aimed to increase public 
awareness while also collecting 
data on their understanding of the 
eye disease, along with their eye 
care habits, according to a statement 
by the non-profit charity yesterday.

The quiz data came from a wide 
age range and was analysed by the 
Ying An Medical Centre and the 
Macau Eye Care Association, also 
found that more than 80 percent of 
the quiz respondents reported not 

This photo provided by Orbis Macau yesterday shows its recent Free Eye Screening 
Day at Edu Plus City in Taipa Flower City Plaza.

Orbis data reveals nearly 75 pct of quiz respondents are myopic
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Tony Wong
The government has initiated 

the setting-up of a centre dedicated 
to planning and coordinating 
the participation of different 
segments of civil society in its 
ongoing campaign to revitalise 
six historic areas, with the Macau 
General Union of Neighbourhood 
Associations (known as Kai 
Fong in Cantonese) having been 
commissioned to operate the centre, 
which was inaugurated yesterday.

The government revealed last 
month the implementation of a 
new model on revitalising the six 
historic areas, according to which 
the government will continue 
to coordinate and oversee the 
operations of the projects in the six 
areas, while the respective gaming 
concessionaires will continue 
to invest in the projects, with 
community associations and others 
from various segments of civil 
society participating in the projects 
by organising arts and cultural 
activities and events there.

The government said last month 
that the new model aims to enhance 
the effectiveness of the six areas’ 
revitalisations.

The centre inaugurated 
yesterday aims to advance the six 
areas’ revitalisations in compliance 
with the new model.

The government launched its 
campaign to revitalise six historic 
areas in 2023, with each of the 
city’s six gaming concessionaires 
to invest in and carry out one of the 
six revitalisation projects and the 
government to plan, coordinate and 
oversee their operations.

The government’s initiative to 
revitalise the six historic areas aims 
to diversify Macau’s tourism and 
leisure industry while strengthening 
its support for small- and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) by 
leveraging its requirements for the 

six gaming operators to invest in 
non-gaming attractions.

The six projects to revitalise 
historic areas comprise four in the 
peninsula, one in Taipa and one in 
Coloane. The six revitalised areas 
include various subareas featuring 
different historic and cultural 
characteristics, such as the Barra 
area, the pedestrianisation of Rua da 
Felicidade, the Avenida de Almeida 
Ribeiro area, the area around the 
Ponte 16 hotel in the Inner Harbour 
district, the Rua das Estalagens 
area, the Mount Fortress area, as 
well as Taipa’s erstwhile Iec Long 
Firecracker Factory and Coloane’s 
Lai Chi Vun Shipyards.

In the previous model, the six 
gaming operators, coordinated 
and overseen by the government, 
were respectively implementing 
the revitalisation of the different 
subareas covered by the six main 
historic areas.

Compared to the previous 
model, the new model launched by 
the government entails strengthened 
involvement of various segments 
of civil society by leveraging their 

respective advantages.
Yesterday’s inauguration 

ceremony about the newly 
established centre, officially known 
as “District Development Centre”, 
was held at Barra Kitchen near Ma  
Kok Temple. 

Kai Fong President John Chan Ka 
Leong said during the inauguration 
ceremony that according to the 
new model, the government will 
draw up overall planning of the six 
revitalisation areas and coordinate 
and oversee their operations, while 
the six gaming operators will invest 
in the projects in the six areas as 
part of their non-gaming investment 
commitments.

Chan said that the role of Kai 
Fong is to create a platform aiming 
to coordinate various associations 
and other organisations in the 
community in planning, designing 
and organising arts and cultural 
activities and events there.

Chan did not say where the 
centre will be located. The ceremony 
was also attended by Economic and 
Technological Development Bureau 
(DSEDT) Director Yau Yun Wah. 

Govt sets up Kai Fong-run centre 
for city’s 6 historic areas 

China Daily Editorial
When asked to comment on 

reports saying that Japanese Defense 
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi and 
his United States counterpart Pete 
Hegseth shared “serious concern” 
over the recent “radar illumination” 
incident in the East China Sea, 
and their baseless accusing China 
of actions that “increase regional 
tensions”, a Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson said it was 
hoped the international community 
can be clear-eyed and not be 
deceived by Japan.

Tokyo’s attempt to weaponize 
external support to counterbalance 
China only highlights how it is 
escalating a self-made crisis into a 
regional one.

It was Japan that tried to disturb 
China’s normal naval drills in 
international waters, and it was 
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi’s erroneous and dangerous 
remarks on the Taiwan question on 
November 7, which were tantamount 

to issuing an unprovoked military 
threat to China over the latter’s internal 
affairs, that have caused the diplomatic 
crisis, which has already had spillover 
effects on Japan’s economy.

Japan’s tourism sector – 
especially top destinations such as 
Nagoya, Kobe, Kyoto and Tokyo –
has been hit hard by a free fall in the 
number of Chinese visitors.

Yet with ties souring with its 
biggest trading partner, instead of 
retracting Takaichi’s provocative 
remarks, her government has opted 
for a 21.3 trillion yen (US$135 
billion) economic stimulus package.

Rather than create more trouble 
for Japan and bring greater volatility 
to the region with its attempts 
to secure the backing of the US, 
the Takaichi government should 
face up to the crux of the current 
difficulties in China-Japan relations, 
earnestly reflect on and correct its 
wrongdoing, and retract Takaichi’s 
remarks on Taiwan.

Underscoring that it will not 

tolerate any interference in China’s 
internal affairs, Beijing sanctioned 
Shigeru Iwasaki, former chief of 
staff of the Self-Defense Forces 
of Japan, for his collusion with 
“Taiwan independence” secessionist 
forces. Iwasaki’s brazen violations 
of the one-China principle and his 
provocative actions – including 
accepting a role as a “political 
advisor” to the secessionist-minded 
Democratic Progressive Party 
authorities of Taiwan – are flagrant 
interference in China’s internal 
affairs and egregious violations 
of the four political documents 
between China and Japan that 
underpin bilateral relations.

The Takaichi government’s 
agenda is to use the Taiwan question 
as a means to accelerate the removal 
of the postwar constraints on Japan.

Hiding behind a “pro-peace” 
facade while hyping up a nonexistent 
“threat” from China, Japan’s right-wing 
politicians have steadily advanced the 
country’s remilitarization, lifting the 

ban on collective self-defense, easing 
the restrictions on arms exports, and 
pursuing “preemptive strike capability”.

With their goal within sight, they 
are now impatient to shrug off the 
last vestiges of the postwar restraints 
that make Japan what they see as 
an exception in the international 
community. Rather than viewing 
the country’s pacifist Constitution as 
something to uphold, they see it as 
a source of shame. Reports of plans 
to revise the SDF’s ranking system – 
reinstating titles such as taisa (colonel) 
– break decades of convention to 
downplay the SDF’s military nature.

The moves of the Takaichi 
government violate the Potsdam 
Proclamation’s ban on Japan “rearming 
for war” and reveal its dangerous 
disconnect from regional realities.

China’s strong response is not 
just a defense of its sovereignty 
but a safeguard of the postwar 
international order and regional 
stability. As Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning 

emphasized, militarism must never 
be revived in Japan, the postwar 
international order must never be 
challenged, and world peace and 
stability must never be ruined again.

Saturday marked the 88th 

anniversary of the Nanjing Massacre. 
Over the course of six weeks 
approximately 300,000 Chinese 
civilians and unarmed soldiers were 
brutally killed by Japanese troops. 
The Takaichi government’s studied 
silence that day speaks volumes of the 
hypocrisy of its “pro-peace” stance.

By doubling down on its 
mistakes in this way, the Takaichi 
government will only bring more 
harm to Japan and further exacerbate 
the regional situation.

History demands reflection on its 
lessons. The right-wing politicians 
in Japan, represented by Takaichi, 
refuse to do so. Instead, like the 
country’s wartime militarists, they 
are putting the country on a path to 
war by fabricating an excuse for one.

– Courtesy of China Daily

Macau General Union of Neighbourhood Associations President John Chan Ka 
Leong presents details of the new “District Development Centre” during yesterday’s 
ceremony at Barra Kitchen near Ma Kok (A-Ma) Temple.                    – Photo: Kai Fong

BEIJING – All countries 
have the responsibility and 
obligation to urge Japan to 
thoroughly eradicate the vestiges 
of militarism, said Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun 
yesterday calling for joint efforts 
to safeguard the outcomes of 
World War II victory and the post-
war international order.

Guo made the remarks after 
China had received a batch of 
Russian-provided evidence related 
to the infamous Unit 731, a Japanese 
germ-warfare unit that operated 
during World War II.

On December 13, the National 
Archives Administration of China 
published a batch of declassified 
Russia-provided archives on Soviet 
interrogations of the Japanese 
Unit 731 in Khabarovsk. The 
archives, containing interrogation 
records of Unit 731 members and 
investigation reports on the unit’s 
crimes, once again lay bare Japan’s 
notorious germ warfare during its 
aggression against China.

The archive copies once again 
show that Unit 731 has committed 
monstrous crimes against humanity, 
which are backed by irrefutable 
evidence and must not be denied, 
Guo told a regular press briefing.

According to the archives, 
during the aggression, the Japanese 
military conducted various live 
human experiments, including 
experiments with germ, frostbite, 
corrosive liquid and erosive gas, 
Guo pointed out. He added that 
among the victims, there were not 
only the Chinese people, but also 
people from the Soviet Union and 
the Korean Peninsula.

The interrogation records 
disclosed for the first time show 
that the confession of Kiyoshi 
Kawashima, former head of 

Unit 731’s bacterial production 
department, and other Japanese 
war criminals detailed the 
Japanese military’s large-scale 
use of biological weapons in 
China in 1940, 1941 and 1942, 
and the records prove that the 
application of the experiments in 
the war aimed at the large-scale 
destruction of humans, Guo said.

He further noted that the trial 
records in Khabarovsk - supporting 
and adding more proofs to the 
files kept by China - together with 
the site of Unit 731 in China, 
clearly demonstrate how the unit 
committed crimes in China and 
proved that the germ warfare was 
a premeditated, organized, top-
down and systematic state crime.

Besides in China, the Japanese 
military established Unit Oka 9420 
in Singapore in 1942, conducted 
illicit human experiments and 
waged germ warfare in Southeast 
Asian countries, Guo said. “Their 
atrocities will be condemned to 
perpetual infamy,” he added.

It is alarming that, despite these 
undeniable facts, right-wing forces 
in Japan continue to vehemently 
deny, downplay, or even whitewash 
acts of aggression and crimes against 
humanity, Guo noted, adding that 
amnesia of history means betrayal, 
and denial of responsibility spells 
repetition of crimes.

“All countries have the 
responsibility and obligation to 
urge Japan to thoroughly eliminate 
the remnants of militarism, so 
that such tragedies are never 
repeated. Together, we must 
safeguard the outcomes of the 
victory in World War II and the 
post-war international order, and 
jointly uphold the hard-won peace 
and stability in the world,” the 
spokesperson said.           – Xinhua

All countries have responsibility 
to urge Japan to eliminate 

remnants of militarism: 
FM spokesperson

Rather than double down on her self-made crisis, Takaichi should correct her mistakes
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BEIJING – President Xi Jinping has 
stressed the work to raise the intellectual 
and moral standards of minors, noting that 
it should be carried out as a strategic and 
fundamental task. He also called for joint 
efforts to create a sound social environment 
for minors’ healthy growth.

Xi, also general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, made the remarks in 
a recent instruction on the issue.

In the instruction, Xi underlined the 
importance of a collaborative education 
mechanism among schools, families and 
society in relevant work, to guide the 
minors to establish lofty ideals, practice 
core socialist values and develop good 
moral qualities and behavioral habits.

Efforts should also be made to nurture 
a new generation of capable young people 
with sound moral grounding, intellectual 
ability, physical vigor, aesthetic sensibility 
and work skills, who will fully develop 

socialism and carry forward the socialist 
cause, according to Xi’s instruction.

Xi’s instruction was conveyed at a 
symposium on raising the intellectual and 
moral standards of minors held in Beijing 
yesterday.,

Cai Qi, a member of the Standing 
Committee of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee and a member of 
the CPC Central Committee Secretariat, 
attended the meeting and delivered a 
speech.

Cai stressed the need to strengthen 
family education, make sustained efforts to 
provide children with high-quality cultural 
products and services, and improve minors’ 
internet literacy.

He also urged faster progress in the 
development of a mental health service 
system for minors, as well as stronger 
protection of minors and prevention of 
juvenile delinquency.

The symposium was presided over by 
Li Shulei.             – Xinhua

HONG KONG – Jimmy Lai, an 
instigator of anti-China riots in Hong 
Kong, was found guilty yesterday on two 
charges of conspiring to collude with 
external forces and a charge of conspiracy 
to publish seditious materials.

The verdict was handed down by the 
High Court of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region on the national 
security case of Lai and three companies 
linked to the now-defunct Apple Daily.

The defendants include Lai, Apple 
Daily Limited, Apple Daily Printing 
Limited, and Apple Daily Internet Limited, 
all facing charges of conspiracy to publish 
seditious materials and conspiracy to 
collude with external forces. Lai was also 
facing a separate charge of conspiring to 
collude with external forces.

The trial officially commenced on 
December 18, 2023, and has been presided 

over by three judges appointed under the 
national security law in Hong Kong. The 
prosecution concluded its presentation of 
evidence on June 11, 2024, and on July 
25, the court ruled that all charges were 
substantiated. Lai’s testimony began on 
November 20, 2024, and ended in March 
2025. Closing arguments began on August 
18 and were finalized on August 28.

The three charges against Lai are all 
substantiated by evidence, the Hong Kong 
Police Force’s national security department 
told reporters on Monday, adding that 
judicial proceedings of the case involved 
the examination of over 2,220 exhibits.

The judiciary opened over 400 seats 
to the public at each court hearing during 
the trial to ensure transparency of the 
proceedings, said the department, adding 
that Lai has received proper medical care 
during the period.             – Xinhua

Xi stresses strategic 
importance of work to raise 

minors’ moral standards

Jimmy Lai found guilty of violating 
national security law

HONG KONG – China’s central authorities 
have voiced support for the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR) over its lawful 
verdict in the Jimmy Lai case and pledged 
continued efforts to safeguard national security.

Lai, an instigator of anti-China riots in 
Hong Kong, was found guilty on two charges 
of conspiring to collude with external forces 
and a charge of conspiracy to publish seditious 
materials, according to the verdict handed down 
by the High Court of the HKSAR yesterday.

Court proceedings presented substantial 
evidence showing that Lai engaged in activities 
endangering national security, played a key 
role in the unrest that gripped Hong Kong, 
and acted as a pawn of external forces, said an 
article released by the Hong Kong and Macao 
Work Office of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee on its social media account 
after the verdict.

Safeguarding national sovereignty, security 
and development interests is the highest principle 
of the “one country, two systems” policy, the office 
said, adding that the HKSAR bears a constitutional 
responsibility to safeguard national security.

When asked to comment on the verdict, foreign 
ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun said at a regular 
news briefing that China deplores and firmly 
opposes certain country blatantly making false 
accusations against Hong Kong’s judicial affairs.

“Hong Kong upholds the rule of law. The 
central government firmly supports Hong Kong 
in safeguarding national security and punishing 
crimes that endanger national security in 
accordance with the law,” Guo said.

Central government agencies in Hong Kong 
also made statements yesterday in support of 
the verdict.

A spokesperson of the Liaison Office 
of the Central People’s Government in the 
HKSAR said this is the first case in Hong Kong 
involving charges of colluding with external 
forces to endanger national security under the 
national security law in Hong Kong.

The verdict reaffirmed the zero-tolerance 
stance on acts and activities endangering national 
security, and served as a stern warning to all anti-
China elements destabilizing Hong Kong that 
all national security offences will be punished 
under the law, according to the spokesperson.

A spokesperson for the Office for 
Safeguarding National Security of the Central 
People’s Government in the HKSAR said that 
safeguarding national security is a top priority 
in any country.

The office will work with the HKSAR 
to fully and accurately implement laws for 
safeguarding national security, punish crimes 
endangering national security in accordance 
with the law, and resolutely crack down on 
acts and activities of external forces interfering 
in the trial of national security cases and 
undermining the rule of law in Hong Kong, 
according to the spokesperson.

A spokesperson for the Commissioner’s 
Office of the Foreign Ministry of the People’s 
Republic of China in the HKSAR strongly 
denounced and firmly opposed smearing remarks 
about the verdict on Lai’s case from Britain, 
Australia, the United States, Germany and the 
European Union, as well as certain politicians.

The case is an internal matter of the 
HKSAR, said the spokesperson, urging relevant 
countries and politicians to stop interfering in 
Hong Kong affairs, which are China’s internal 
affairs.        – Xinhua

Commentary
BEIJING – Jimmy Lai’s latest criminal 

conviction is a completely legitimate move that 
safeguards the rule of law and national security.

According to a verdict handed down by 
the High Court of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (SAR) on Monday, Lai 
was found guilty on two charges of conspiring 
to collude with external forces and one charge 
of conspiracy to publish seditious materials.

A large amount of evidence presented during 
the trial proved that Lai had been a mastermind 
and major participant of the anti-China riots in 
Hong Kong. He had long colluded with other 
senior executives of Apple Daily to continuously 
publish seditious articles, launched the “One 
Hongkonger, One Letter to Save Hong Kong” 
campaign, conducted interviews with foreign 
politicians and held other related activities, 
openly demanding that the United States, the 
United Kingdom and EU countries sanction 
China and the Hong Kong SAR.

Evidence also demonstrated that through 
Mark Simon, Chan Tsz-wah and other people, 
Lai colluded with Li Yu-hin and Lau Cho-dik to 
carry out lobbying internationally and colluded 
with foreign politicians to seek sanctions on 
China and the Hong Kong SAR.

Hong Kong courts had previously sentenced 
Lai to various jail terms for taking part in 
unauthorized gatherings and fraud.

The anti-China elements led by Lai were the 
masterminds behind the Hong Kong version of 
a “color revolution,” seriously endangering 
national security, undermining Hong Kong’s 
prosperity and stability, and damaging the 
fundamental interests and well-being of Hong 
Kong citizens. They have become a menace that 
hinders the stable, long-term implementation of 

the “one country, two systems” policy and the 
long-term stability of Hong Kong.

The facts of Lai’s crimes – creating chaos in 
Hong Kong, and inciting subversion and separatism 
– are clear and the evidence is conclusive. The 
arrest, prosecution and trial of Jimmy Lai by the 
Hong Kong SAR in accordance with the Hong 
Kong national security law and other laws are 
legitimate acts that demonstrate the rule of law. 
Lai’s entire trial process was open and transparent. 
The verdict was entirely based on factual evidence.

It is worth noting that during the trial, the 
court repeatedly confirmed that the defendant had 
received proper medical care during his detention.

Since Lai’s arrest, certain Western politicians 
and media have seriously violated the spirit of 
common law, fabricated lies, and made all kinds 
of absurd comments that confuse right and wrong, 
in an attempt to interfere in the trial proceedings.

Judicial authorities in the Hong Kong SAR 
fulfill their duties, safeguard the authority of the 
law and defend national security in accordance 
with the law. The judicial case of Lai is purely 
Hong Kong’s internal affair. The verdict is 
justified, legitimate, lawful and beyond reproach.

Hong Kong is China’s Hong Kong. And 
safeguarding China’s national sovereignty, 
security and development interests is the 
supreme principle of the “one country, two 
systems” policy. The lawful conviction of Jimmy 
Lai shows a zero-tolerance stance towards any 
acts and activities endangering national security.

The Hong Kong SAR’s determination and 
will to uphold the rule of law and safeguard 
national security remain unshakable despite 
the noise and interference from external forces. 
Attempts of anti-China elements in Hong Kong 
are doomed to fail and will be subject to severe 
legal punishment.      – Xinhua

Central authorities support HKSAR in 
delivering lawful verdict on Jimmy Lai

Conviction of Jimmy Lai 
underscores rule of law

Police officers stand guard outside the West Kowloon Law Courts Building in Sham Shui Po before 
the verdict for media mogul Jimmy Lai Chee-ying’s case for conspiracy to collude with foreign 
forces was handed down yesterday.            – Adam Lam/China Daily
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Suy Se with Thanaporn Promya-
myai in Bangkok

PHNOM PENH – Cambodia 
accused Thailand yesterday of striking 
deep inside its territory, bombing the 
province that is home to the centuries-
old Angkor temples – the country’s 
top tourist draw – for the first time in 
a reignited border conflict.

Five days of fighting in July 
killed dozens of people before 
a truce was brokered and then 
broken within months, part of a 
long-standing conflict rooted in 
the colonial-era demarcation of the 
countries’ 800-kilometre frontier.

Renewed fighting between the 
Southeast Asian neighbours this 
month has killed at least 31 people, 
including soldiers and civilians, and 
displaced around 800,000, officials 
said.

Each side has blamed the other 
for instigating the fighting, claiming 
self-defence and trading accusations 
of attacks on civilians.

Cambodia, which is outgunned 
and outspent by Bangkok’s military, 
said Thai forces had expanded 
their attack “deep into” Cambodian 
territory yesterday.

Cambodia’s defence ministry 
said in a statement that a Thai fighter 
jet had bombed “near a displaced 
civilians camp in the area of Srei 
Snam district, Siem Reap province”.

The area is located less than a 
two-hour drive from the Angkor 
temple complex and its top tourist 
attraction, the UNESCO heritage 
site Angkor Wat.

Cambodia’s Information Minister 
Neth Pheaktra told AFP it was the 
“furthest that the Thai military has 
struck into Cambodian territory” 
during the renewed clashes – more 
than 70 kilometres from the border 
and far from a disputed area.

The minister said it was also 
the first time Thailand’s military 
had bombed areas of Siem Reap 
province.

The bombing forced hundreds 
of already displaced families to flee 
an evacuation site, he added.

Tourists ‘worry very much’
Cambodia relies heavily on its 

tourism sector, which, as in many 
nations, is still recovering from the 
COVID-19 pandemic years.

Foreign tourist arrivals to 
Cambodia last year topped 6.7 
million, the highest annual total on 
record, tourism ministry data showed.

But arrivals from July to 
September this year were down by 
about a third compared to 2019, the 
year before the pandemic.

Monthly ticket sales to the 
Angkor archaeological park were 
down at least 17 percent year-

on-year from June to November, 
according to data from operator 
Angkor Enterprise.

Chhay Sivlin, president of the 
Cambodia Association of Travel 
Agents, told AFP that some tourists 
who planned to visit Cambodia via a 
Thai border crossing have cancelled 
plans or changed routes to go through 
neighbouring Vietnam or Laos.

She said the reports of bombing 
in Siem Reap province made “some 
tourists who have booked their trips 
already worry very much”.

Some have cancelled travel 
plans while others have asked to 
delay their trip, she added.

US President Donald Trump, 
who intervened in the conflict 
earlier this year, said last week 
the two countries had agreed to a 
ceasefire beginning Saturday night.

But fighting raged over the 
weekend and into yesterday, and 
Bangkok denied Trump’s claim of 
a truce.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul – who dissolved 
parliament last week, paving the 
way for elections next year – posted 
on Facebook on Sunday that his 
government would keep up the fight.

Military officials on both sides 
said clashes and strikes along the 
border were ongoing yesterday.

– AFP

SEOUL – South Korean police 
raided the headquarters of the cult-
like Unification Church yesterday 
and named its leader as a suspect 
in the bribery of several high-
profile politicians.

The church, known for its 
mass weddings, is at the centre 
of a mounting scandal in South 
Korea over alleged payments to 
lawmakers from both ruling and 
opposition parties.

Prosecutors raided the church’s 
headquarters in Seoul yesterday as 
well as the imposing countryside 
residence of leader Han Hak-
ja, who is already on trial for 
allegedly offering bribes to the 
former first lady.

The Unification Church told 
AFP that it had “no comment” on 
the raid.

However, its president 
said last week the church felt 
“deeply responsible for having 
caused concern to the public” 
and acknowledged “its failure 
to detect misconduct within the 
organisation at an early stage”.

President Lee Jae Myung 
has strongly criticised what he 
described as “political interference 

by religion”, without directly 
naming the church.

He asked officials last week to 
see whether there were grounds 
to “dissolve religious groups that 
interfere in politics”.

Members of Lee’s own 
Democratic Party have been 
implicated in the scandal.

Oceans minister Chun Jae-
soo resigned last week after being 
accused of having received 30 
million won (US$20,500) in cash, 
as well as two luxury watches, 
from church officials between 
2018 and 2020. He denied 
wrongdoing.

Church leader Han, also known 
to her followers as “holy mother”, 
was arrested in September on 
charges of bribing South Korea’s 
former first lady with gifts, including 
a designer Chanel handbag and a 
Graff diamond necklace.

The 82-year-old leader also 
faces graft charges over cash 
payments to a lawmaker linked to 
disgraced former president Yoon 
Suk Yeol.

Yoon was arrested this year 
on insurrection charges, which he 
denies.     – AFP

BANGKOK – Thailand’s 
next general election will take 
place on February 8, the election 
commission said yesterday, 
and parties must nominate their 
candidates for prime minister 
before the end of this year.

“Today the Election 
Commission has drafted election 
details and proposed to the 
Commissioner who agreed that 
Sunday, February 8, 2026 will be 
the election day,” the commission 
said in a statement.

Advance voting will take place 
on February 1.

Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul, of the conservative 
Bumatay party, assumed office in 
September after his predecessor 

was removed over an ethics 
violation.

He dissolved parliament on 
Friday, paving the way for the 
national poll - which under Thai 
law must be held between 45 to 60 
days after the dissolution.

The move comes as a conflict 
stemming from a decades-long 
border dispute between Thailand 
and Cambodia reignited this 
month, with ongoing military 
clashes killing at least 31 people 
and displacing around 800,000.

Anutin, a cannabis-championing 
conservative, took power with 
coalition backing conditional on 
dissolving parliament, becoming 
the kingdom’s third leader in two 
years.     – AFP

JAKARTA – Indonesia will 
revoke more than 20 forestry permits 
across the country, the forestry 
minister said yesterday, after deadly 
floods and landslides devastated parts 
of the northwestern island of Sumatra.

Environmentalists and experts 
have pointed to the role forest 
loss played in flash flooding and 
landslides that this month killed 
more than 1,000 people and washed 
torrents of mud into villages.

The government will revoke 
22 forestry permits that encompass 
more than one million hectares of 
land, forestry minister Raja Juli 
Antoni told reporters.

More than 100,000 hectares 

covered by the cancelled permits 
were on Sumatra, he said, though he 
did not mention whether the decision 
was linked to the recent disaster.

“With the addition of another 
one million hectares today, around 
1.5 million hectares of our forests 
have been regulated,” he said, 
referring to the total following 
his decision in February to revoke 
permits that encompassed around 
500,000 hectares of land.

Forests help absorb rainfall and 
stabilise the ground held by their 
roots, and their absence makes areas 
more prone to flash flooding and 
landslides.

Raja earlier this month signalled 

the disaster was a chance to “evaluate 
our policies” and said the “pendulum 
between the economy and ecology 
seems to have swung too far towards 
the economy and needs to be pulled 
back to the centre”.

Indonesia is regularly among 
the countries in the world with the 
largest annual forest loss.

Mining, plantations and fires 
have caused the clearance of large 
tracts of the country’s lush rainforest 
over recent decades.

Over 240,000 hectares of primary 
forest was lost in 2024, according 
to analysis by conservation start-
up The TreeMap’s Nusantara Atlas 
project.        – AFP

Kim Aris, son of Myanmar’s deposed democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
speaks during a press conference at the Japan National Press Club in Tokyo 
yesterday.              – AFP

A man wades 
through the mud 
as he carries a 
pump generator 
to clean houses 
in a flood-affected 
area in Meureudu, 
in Indonesia’s 
Aceh province 
on Sunday. 
Devastating floods 
and landslides 
have killed 
1,006 people in 
Indonesia, rescuers 
said on Saturday 
as the Southeast 
Asian nation 
grapples with the 
huge scale of relief 
efforts.           – AFP

Cambodia says Thailand bombs 
province home to Angkor temples

S Korea raids religious 
group’s headquarters over 

bribery case

Thailand to go to the polls 
on Feb 8Indonesia to revoke 22 forestry permits 

after deadly !oods
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DHAKA – Bangladesh’s interim 
government said it would fly a leader 
of the 2024 uprising, a candidate in 
upcoming elections, for treatment 
in Singapore after he was critically 
wounded in an assassination attempt.

Masked attackers shot student 
leader Sharif Osman Hadi on Friday 
as he left a mosque in the capital 
Dhaka, wounding him in the ear.

The shooting took place one day 
after authorities announced a date for 
the first elections since the student-led 
uprising that overthrew the autocratic 
government of Sheikh Hasina.

In a statement late Sunday, the 
interim government said it will pay 
for Hadi to “be flown to Singapore 
for better treatment”, and that 
an “air ambulance and a team of 
doctors are on standby.”

Hadi is a senior leader of the 
student protest group Inqilab 
Mancha and has been an outspoken 
critic of India – Hasina’s old ally 
where the ousted prime minister 
remains in self-imposed exile.

Hundreds of protesters gathered 
in Dhaka yesterday to condemn the 
shooting.

“It’s an attack on our political 
solidarity,” Gazi Sadia, a 21-year-
old student, told AFP.

Hadi’s Inqilab Mancha was 
represented at the rally alongside 
supports of Bangladesh’s largest 
Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Islami, 
and the National Citizen Party 
(NCP), which was formed by others 
students who spearheaded last 
year’s uprising.

Police said they had launched 
a manhunt for the attackers who 
shot Hadi, releasing photographs 
of two key suspects and offering a 
reward of five million taka (about 
US$42,000) for information leading 
to their arrest.

Dhaka police spokesman 
Muhammad Talebur Rahman also 
said that “border security has been 
put on high alert.”

‘Derail the election’
Interim leader Muhammad 

Yunus, the 85-year-old Nobel Peace 
Prize winner leading Bangladesh 
until the February 12 elections, 
said on Saturday that the shooting 
was a premeditated attack carried 

out by a powerful network, without 
providing a name.

“The objective of the conspirators 
is to derail the election. This attack 
is symbolic – meant to demonstrate 
their strength and sabotage the entire 
electoral process,” he said.

“We must resist such attempts”.
The government on Sunday 

said it would bolster security for all 
candidates, ordering that “all political 

leaders, candidates, their residences, 
offices, movements, rallies and online 
spaces will be protected.”

The Muslim-majority country of 
170 million will directly vote for 300 
lawmakers for its parliament, with 
another 50 selected on a women’s list.

A referendum on a landmark 
democratic reform package will be 
held on the same day.

Tensions are high as parties gear 

up for the polls, and the country 
remains volatile.

Hasina, convicted in absentia 
last month and sentenced to death, 
refused to return to attend her trial. 
She remains in hiding in India, 
despite Dhaka’s repeated requests 
for New Delhi to hand her over.

Veteran journalist Anis Alamgir 
was arrested yesterday for alleged 
“anti-state activities”, accused of 
promoting Hasina’s now-banned 
Awami League party.

Rights organisation Ain o Salish 
Kendra condemned the arrest as “an 
attack on freedom of expression”.

The last elections, held in 
January 2024, gave Hasina a fourth 
straight term and her Awami League 
222 seats, but were decried by 
opposition parties as a sham.

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP), led by three-time former 
prime minister Khaleda Zia, is widely 
tipped to win the upcoming vote.

Zia is in intensive care in 
Dhaka, and her son and political 
heir Tarique Rahman is set to return 
from exile in Britain after 17 years 
on December 25.       – AFP

An activist holds a poster of Sharif Osman Hadi, senior leader of the student protest 
group Inqilab Mancha, who was shot outside a mosque, during a demonstration to 
condemn the attack in Dhaka, Bangladesh yesterday.                – AFP

KUALA LUMPUR – Malaysia’s 
communications regulator said 
yesterday that all internet messaging 
and social media service providers 
with at least eight million users 
in the country will be deemed 
registered as Class License holders 
for Applications Service Providers 
(ASP(C)) from January 1, 2026, 
under a special dispensation provided 
for in the Communications and 
Multimedia Act 1998.

The Malaysian Communications 
and Multimedia Commission 
(MCMC) said in a statement that 
this step ensures that large-scale 
service providers offering internet 
messaging and social media services 
to users in Malaysia operate within 
the country’s legal and regulatory 

framework in an orderly, consistent 
and effective manner.

This approach is also aligned with 
the licensing framework for internet 
messaging and social media service 
providers, enforced on January 1, 
2025, to strengthen accountability 
and compliance with Malaysian law.

This initiative also ensures that 
all platforms involved bear clearer re-
sponsibility for user safety, particularly 
in safeguarding children and families.

According to the statement, the 
implementation of the deeming 
provision, which applies to service 
providers that meet the prescribed 
criteria, including WhatsApp, 
Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok and YouTube, will take 
effect on January 1, 2026.

Internet messaging and social 
media service providers that are 
already registered as an ASP(C) 
licensee will remain registered, 
and this implementation will take 
effect only after their existing 
registration period has expired.

The service providers involved 
will continue to operate their global 
platform as usual. This approach 
aligns with international practices 
for regulating large-scale online 
platforms, said the statement.

The MCMC will continue to 
work closely with service providers 
and other law enforcement 
agencies to strengthen online 
safety, particularly for children and 
families, for the benefit of all users 
in Malaysia.               – Xinhua

QUETTA – Heavily armed 
militants looted several banks in 
Pakistan’s Balochistan province 
yesterday before clashing with security 
forces, with one policeman and a 
civilian killed, authorities told AFP.

No one has claimed responsibility 
for the attack in southwest Pakistan, 
where ethnic Baloch separatists have 
stepped up attacks on security forces 
in recent years.

“It was an organised heist in 
which at least three banks were looted 
of about 150 million Pakistani rupees 
(around US$530,000),” a police 
official in the Panjgur district said.

“They tried to loot two more 
banks before clashes erupted with 
security forces, forcing them to 
flee,” he said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity as he was not 
authorised to talk to the media.

At least one officer was killed 
and two others were wounded, 
while a shopkeeper was killed in the 
crossfire, the official told AFP.

A senior administration official 
in the district confirmed the attack, 
adding that 50 to 60 militants 
arrived via 12 motorcycles and four 
vehicles.

“They were separatists from 
the Baloch Liberation Army 
(BLA),” he told AFP, requesting 
anonymity.

Balochistan is Pakistan’s largest 
and most resource-rich province, 
but also its poorest.

The BLA is one of several ethnic 
and sectarian militant groups active 
in the region.

The BLA, designated a terrorist 
organisation by Pakistan, the United 
States and other countries, has 
emerged as the biggest threat to 
foreign interests while also targeting 
security forces and Pakistanis 
outside the province.

In March, the group seized 
a train carrying more than 450 
passengers, resulting in a two-day 
siege that left dozens dead.    – AFP

TOKYO – Two people were killed 
after a fire broke out at a private-room 
sauna in central Tokyo yesterday, 
police and fire officials said.

At around 12:25 p.m. local 
time, emergency services received 
a call reporting that an alarm was 
sounding at a sauna located on the 
third floor of a five-story building in 
Akasaka.

According to the Tokyo Fire 
Department and the Metropolitan 
Police Department, part of the 

interior wall in one of the individual 
sauna rooms was burned, and the fire 
was extinguished about an hour later.

A man and a woman, believed to 
be customers in their 30s, were found 
unconscious inside the room and 
later confirmed dead at the hospital.

A representative of the facility 
told the Asahi Shimbun that it had 
been operating since the morning 
and the authorities are investigating 
the circumstances surrounding the 
incident.                 – Xinhua

People walk through a garden amid dense smog in Amritsar, India yesterday.             – AFP

Bangladesh to airlift wounded uprising leader 
after election shooting

Malaysia requires internet messaging, social media 
service providers to be registered in 2026

2 killed in Pakistani militant 
raids on banks

2 killed in "re at private-
room sauna in Tokyo
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Michael Blum
JERUSALEM – With heavy 

hearts, Jews in Israel lit the year’s 
first Hanukkah candles, mourning 
after gunmen opened fire on a Jewish 
gathering in Australia, killing 15 
and reviving painful memories of 
the October 7, 2023 attack.

Sunday’s attack in Bondi Beach 
was Australia’s worst mass shooting 
in decades, and has been decried as 
antisemitic “terrorism” by Israeli 
authorities and many others around 
the world.

“It was awful and so reminiscent 
of October 7. For many people here, 
it’s very traumatic,” Bill Fogel, 69, 
told AFP in Jerusalem, referring to 
Hamas’s deadly 2023 cross-border 
attack on southern Israel, which 
resulted in the deaths of 1,221 on 
the Israeli side.

The Israeli-American said he 
had lit the first Hanukkah candle on 
Sunday with friends from Sydney’s 
Jewish community and followers of 
a rabbi killed in the shooting.

“Being Jewish means constantly 
being vigilant,” Fogel told AFP at 
a popular Jerusalem bakery where 
customers rushed to place orders for 
Hanukkah.

Next to Fogel stood Ayelet, 37, 
who said “the light of the holiday 
has been somewhat dimmed”.

“Our hearts are with the people of 
Sydney. But I think that just as we grew 
stronger from October 7, we will also 
grow stronger from events like this,” she 
told AFP. “Most of all, we will continue 
to celebrate as much as possible.”

Hours after the shooting, a 
candlelight vigil was held on a 
beach in the city of Tel Aviv where 
mourners lit candles arranged to 
look like the Star of David.

‘Tough time for community’
In Tel Aviv, the vigil’s attendees 

carried Israeli and Australian flags.
“This is a very tough time for our 

community. We have lost a rabbi, 
we have lost friends, we’ve lost 
children,” Nir Golan, an Australian 
Jew, told the vigil.

“Out of darkness comes light, so 
let’s all pray for peace and strength 

and healing for the community in 
Sydney,” Golan said, overcome 
with emotion.

The Sydney shooting has also 
sparked strong emotions in the 
Israeli media.

“Hanukkah massacre” wrote 
one of Israel’s best-selling dailies, 

Yediot Aharonot, which devoted six 
pages to covering the attack.

“The light of Hanukkah has 
gone out,” wrote another daily, 
Israel Hayom.

In an editorial for Yediot 
Aharonot, journalist and 
commentator Nadav Eyal urged 
Israel to reach out to the Australian 
Jewish community.

“For two years, they put their 
lives on hold to help Israelis in 
need,” Eyal wrote. “Now it’s our 
turn to ask ourselves: what can we 
do for them?”

Warning to Israeli 
travellers

In response to the attack, 
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s office announced 
stricter security measures for Israeli 
travellers.

“It is strongly recommended 
to avoid attending unsecured mass 
gatherings, including events at 
synagogues,” the office said in a 
statement.

But despite the fears of rising 
antisemitism, many in Israel 
remained defiant.

In west Jerusalem’s Zion Square 
where street singers charmed 
passers-by and young people 
handed out doughnuts, 29-year-old 
Elinor Chaim refused “to be sucked 
into sadness”.

“We must not let darkness 
prevail over light. That’s the 
meaning of Hanukkah,” she said.

– AFP

Israelis in Jerusalem yesterday light candles the day after after two gunmen shot and killed people gathered on Sidney’s Bondi 
beach for the start of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah. Jews in Israel lit the year’s first Hanukkah candles, mourning after gunmen 
opened fire on a Jewish gathering on Bondi beach on Sunday, killing 15 people and injuring 42 others.    – AFP
 

LOS ANGELES, United States 
– Four people have been arrested in 
connection with an alleged plot by a 
“far-left” anti-government group to 
stage bomb attacks on New Year’s 
Eve in Los Angeles, officials said 
yesterday.

The suspects were members of a 
“radical offshoot” of a group known 
as the Turtle Island Liberation Front 
(TILF), FBI Director Kash Patel 
said on X.

Patel described the TILF as “an 
extremist group motivated by pro-
Palestinian, anti-law-enforcement, 

and anti-government ideology.”
“They were allegedly planning 

coordinated IED [improvised 
explosive device] bombing attacks 
on New Year’s Eve, targeting 
five separate locations across Los 
Angeles,” he said.

The FBI director said bureau 
agents in New Orleans had arrested 
a fifth person linked to the TILF who 
was allegedly planning a “separate 
violent attack.”

Attorney General Pam Bondi 
said the arrests “prevented what 
would have been a massive and 

horrific terror plot” in Orange 
County and Los Angeles.

Bondi described the TILF as 
a “far-left, pro-Palestine, anti-
government, and anti-capitalist 
group.”

In addition to the threat of 
multiple bombings in California, 
the group also allegedly planned 
to target agents and vehicles used 
by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) to carry 
out President Donald Trump’s 
immigration crackdown, Bondi said 
on X.       – AFP

THE HAGUE – Dutch police 
said they arrested 22 people after 
clashes with protesters on Sunday 
outside an Amsterdam concert hall 
hosting a performance by the Israeli 
army’s official cantor.

Several hundred people gathered 
near the famous Concertgebouw 
hall in the evening to protest a 
performance by Shai Abramson, the 
Israeli military’s chief cantor.

“The police intervened several 
times to keep the demonstrators at a 
distance and maintain public order,” 
the police said in a statement.

Riot police used batons as 
demonstrators set off smoke bombs, 
authorities said, adding one officer 
sustained minor injuries.

Police also arrested 22 people 
for offences that included breaking 
public assembly rules, possessing 
fireworks and resisting arrest.

Abramson was initially set to 
lead the Concertgebouw’s annual 
public Hanukkah concert on Sunday 
afternoon.

But the plan drew public 
outcry given his ties to the Israeli 
military, which has sparked 

international condemnation with 
its war in Gaza.

His participation at the afternoon 
event was cancelled and replaced by 
an invitation to sing at two private 
evening concerts.

A US-sponsored ceasefire has 
halted fighting in Gaza, which 
began after Hamas’s deadly attack 
on Israel on October 7, 2023.

But the deal, in effect since 
October 10, remains fragile as 
Israel and Hamas accuse each other 
almost daily of violations.

– AFP

BEIRUT, Lebanon – The 
Islamic State (IS) group claimed 
responsibility yesterday for an 
attack that killed four Syrian security 
personnel the day before, the SITE 
Intelligence Group reported.

“The soldiers of the Caliphate 
attacked a patrol for the apostate 
Syrian government on the Maaret 
al-Numan road yesterday with 
machine guns,” the group said 
according to a statement shared by 
SITE, which monitors extremist 
groups.

Syria’s interior ministry 
had said on Sunday that four 
members of its “road security 
department were killed, and a fifth 
was wounded, when their patrol 
was targeted while on duty” in 
the same area in Idlib province, 
without identifying the attackers.

IS once controlled swathes of 
Syria before its territorial defeat in 
2019.

The group has claimed fewer 
attacks on Syrian and Kurdish 
forces since the fall of longtime 
Syrian ruler Bashar al-Assad 
in an Islamist-led offensive last 
December.

It claimed its first attack on the 
new authorities on May 30, when 
it said it had planted an “explosive 

device” on a Syrian forces vehicle, 
killing one person and wounding 
three, according to the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
monitor.

Damascus often announces 
operations against IS, the latest 
being carried out alongside a US-
led coalition to target “sleeper 
cells” in the Syrian desert 
following a Saturday attack that 
killed two US soldiers and a 
civilian translator in Palmyra.

Washington and Damascus 
blamed IS for the attack, though it 
has not claimed responsibility.

An interior ministry official told 
AFP on condition of anonymity 
on Sunday that three people had 
been arrested over their suspected 
involvement in that attack.

Interior ministry spokesman 
Noureddine al-Baba has said that 
the perpetrator was a member of 
the security forces who was due to 
be fired for his “extremist Islamist 
ideas”.

A Syrian security official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said the gunman had belonged 
to the security forces “for more 
than 10 months and was posted 
to several cities before being 
transferred to Palmyra”.       – AFP

In Israel, Sydney attack casts shadow over Hanukkah

New Year’s Eve bomb plot by ‘far left’ 
group disrupted in LA: FBI

Dutch police arrest 22 at protest against 
Israeli cantor’s concert

IS group claims 
responsibility for attack on 

Syrian personnel: SITE
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Laura Chung and Steven Trask
SYDNEY – Australia’s leaders 

agreed yesterday to toughen gun 
laws after two attackers killed 15 
people at a Jewish festival on Bondi 
Beach, the worst mass shooting 
in decades decried as antisemitic 
“terrorism” by authorities.

Dozens fled the tourist hotspot 
in panic as a father and son fired 
into crowds packing the Sydney 
beach for the start of Hanukkah on 
Sunday evening (local time).

A 10-year-old girl, a Holocaust 
survivor and a local rabbi were 
among those killed, while 42 
others were rushed to hospital with 
gunshot wounds and other injuries.

Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese convened a meeting of 
the leaders of Australia’s states and 
territories in response yesterday, 
agreeing with them “to strengthen 
gun laws across the nation”.

Albanese’s office said they had 
agreed to look into ways to improve 
background checks for firearm 
owners, bar non-nationals from 
obtaining gun licences and limit the 
types of weapons that are legal.

Mass shootings have been rare 
in Australia since a lone gunman 
killed 35 people in the tourist town 
of Port Arthur in 1996, which led 
to sweeping reforms that were long 
seen as a gold standard worldwide.

Those included a gun buyback 
scheme, a national firearms register 
and a crackdown on the ownership 
of semi-automatic weapons.

But Sunday’s shootings have 
raised fresh questions on how 
the father and son – who public 

broadcaster ABC reported had 
possible links to the Islamic State 
(IS) group – obtained the weapons.

‘An act of pure evil’
Police are still unravelling 

what drove the shootings, although 
authorities have said it targeted the 
nation’s Jews.

Albanese called it “an act of 
pure evil, an act of antisemitism, an 
act of terrorism on our shores”.

A string of antisemitic attacks 
has spread fear among Australia’s 
Jewish communities following the 
October 7, 2023, Hamas assault 
on Israel and the ensuing war in 
Gaza.

The Australian government this 
year accused Iran of orchestrating a 
recent wave of antisemitic attacks 
and expelled Tehran’s ambassador 
nearly four months ago.

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu accused 
Australia’s government of “pouring 
oil on the fire of antisemitism” 
in the months leading up to the 
shooting, referring to a letter he sent 
to Albanese following Canberra’s 
announcement that it would 
recognise Palestinian statehood in 
August.

Other world leaders expressed 
revulsion, with US President 
Donald Trump condemning the 
“antisemitic attack”.

The gunmen opened fire on an 
annual celebration that drew more 
than 1,000 people to the beach to 
mark the Jewish festival.

They took aim from a raised 
boardwalk looking over the beach, 

packed with swimmers cooling off 
on the steamy summer evening.

Witness Beatrice was celebrating 
her birthday and had just blown 
out the candles when the shooting 
started.

“We thought it was fireworks,” 
she told AFP.

“We’re just feeling lucky we’re 
all safe.”

Carrying long-barrelled guns, 
they peppered the beach with bullets 
for 10 minutes before police shot 
and killed the 50-year-old father.

The 24-year-old son was 
arrested and remains under guard in 
hospital with serious injuries.

Hours after the shooting, police 
found a homemade bomb in a car 
parked close to the beach, saying 
the “improvised explosive device” 
had likely been planted by the pair.

Rabbi Mendel Kastel said his 

brother-in-law was among the dead.
“We need to hold strong. This is 

not the Australia that we know. This 
is not the Australia that we want.”

Wary of reprisals, police have 
so far avoided questions about the 
attackers’ religion or ideological 
motivations.

Misinformation spread quickly 
online in the wake of the attacks, 
some of it targeting immigrants and 
the Muslim community.

Police said they responded to 
reports yesterday of several pig 
heads left at a Muslim cemetery in 
southwestern Sydney.

Panic and bravery
A brave few dashed towards 

the beach as the shooting unfolded, 
wading through fleeing crowds to 
rescue children, treat the injured 
and confront the gunmen.

Footage showed one man, 
identified by local media as fruit 
seller Ahmed al Ahmed, grabbing 
one of the gunmen as he fired.

The 43-year-old wrestled the 
gun out of the attacker’s hands, 
before pointing the weapon at him 
as he backed away.

A team of off-duty lifeguards 
sprinted across the sand to drag 
children to safety.

“The team ran out under fire 
to try and clear children from the 
playground while the gunmen were 
firing,” said Steven Pearce from 
Surf Life Saving New South Wales.

Bleeding victims were carried 
across the beach atop surfboards 
turned into makeshift stretchers.

A grassy hill overlooking Bondi 
Beach was strewn with discarded 
items from people fleeing the 
killing, including a camping table 
and blankets.

People gathered flip-flops, 
sneakers and thermos flasks and 
lined them up in the sand for 
collection.

A makeshift flower memorial 
next to Bondi Beach swelled in 
size yesterday evening as mourners 
gathered to pay tribute to the 
victims and mark the second day of 
Hanukkah.

Hundreds of mourners, 
including members of the Jewish 
community, sang songs, clapped 
and held each other.

Leading a ceremony to light a 
menorah candle, a rabbi told the 
crowd: “The only strength we have 
is if we bring light into the world.”

– AFP

Bing Guan
PROVIDENCE, United States 

– A manhunt was underway 
yesterday after a mass shooting 
at elite Brown University left two 
dead and nine wounded and US 
authorities said they were releasing 
a man initially detained as a person 
of interest.

The shooting took place on 
Saturday in a building where exams 
were underway on the Ivy League 
campus in Providence, Rhode 
Island. A man with a rifle burst in 
and opened fire before fleeing.

News that a person was being 
held indicated a breakthrough, 
with FBI Director Kash Patel 
announcing that local police had 
given federal investigations a 
lead.

But authorities had to walk 
this back, saying late Sunday that 
there was not enough evidence to 
connect the person to the shooting.

“I think it’s fair to say there’s 
no basis to consider him,” Rhode 
Island Attorney General Peter 
Neronha said.

A lockdown and shelter-
in-place order went into effect 
immediately after the shooting, as 
heavily armed officers flooded the 
area. But the latest news meant 

renewed fears for the college town 
and state capital.

“We know that this is likely 
to cause fresh anxiety for our 
community,” Providence Mayor 
Brett Smiley was quoted as saying 
by US media.

All the victims were students. 
Of the nine wounded, one was in 
critical condition, seven were in 
stable condition and one has been 
discharged, Smiley said.

Joseph Oduro, a teaching 

assistant at Brown, said he was 
in a campus auditorium when the 
gunman entered.

“I was standing in the front 
of the auditorium, and he came 
through the back, so we pretty 
much directly made eye contact, 
and then as soon as that happened, I 
looked at my students and signalled 
them to come to the front, and then 
I just ducked,” Oduro told CNN.

“He came in, pointed the gun 
and then screamed something... 

then he just started shooting right 
after that.”

Police released 10 seconds of 
footage of the suspect, seen from 
behind, walking briskly down a de-
serted street after apparently opening 
fire inside a first-floor classroom.

“It is shocking and so terribly 
sad. I know the students here, many 
of whom were sheltering for many, 
many hours last night,” Smiley 
said later on CNN. “They’re all 
incredibly shaken up.”

Final exams scheduled for 
Sunday were postponed, university 
officials said.

Latest mass shooting
The attack is the latest incident 

of mass shooting in a country 
where attempts to restrict access to 
firearms face political deadlock.

“This should not be normal,” 
Smiley said on CNN.

“This should not be the case that 
every community needs to prepare 
for something like this to happen. 
And I certainly never thought 
that it would actually happen in 
Providence, although we were well 
prepared for it.”

There have been more than 
300 mass shootings in the United 
States so far this year, according to 

the Gun Violence Archive, which 
defines a mass shooting as four or 
more people shot.

During a Christmas event 
on Sunday at the White House, 
President Donald Trump spoke 
briefly about the shooting, saying 
“things can happen” and wishing 
the injured to “get well fast.”

Emergency alert
Brown, which has around 11,000 

students, issued an emergency alert 
at 4:22 p.m. on Saturday reporting 
“an active shooter near Barus 
and Holley Engineering,” which 
is home to the engineering and 
physics departments. Two exams 
had been scheduled at the time.

“Lock doors, silence phones 
and stay hidden until further 
notice,” the university said.

Law enforcement and first 
responders swarmed the scene, 
with local news station WPRI 
reporting “clothing and blood on 
the sidewalk.”

The deadliest school shooting 
in US history took place at Virginia 
Tech on April 16, 2007, when 
South Korean student Seung-Hui 
Cho killed 32 people and wounded 
17 others before taking his own 
life.      – AFP

Members of the Jewish community attend special prayers for the victims of Sunday’s 
deadly shooting at Sydney’s Bondi Beach, during a vigil at the Chabad of Bondi in 
Sydney yesterday.                   – AFP

People gather for a candlelight vigil on Sunday in Providence, Rhode Island, 
following a deadly mass shooting on Saturday at Brown University.           – AFP 

Australia to toughen gun laws as it mourns deadly 
Bondi attack

Manhunt underway after shooting at US university
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Axl Hernández and Andrew Beatty
SANTIAGO DE CHILE – 

Chilean voters elected the most 
right-wing president in 35 years on 
Sunday, with official results showing 
arch-conservative José Antonio 
Kast with a thumping victory and 
his rival quickly conceding defeat.

With about 80 percent of the 
votes counted, Kast had 58 percent 
of the vote, an unassailable lead 
over Jeannette Jara, a Communist 
Party of Chile member heading a 
broad leftist coalition.

In central Santiago, Kast 
supporters beeped car horns, waved 
flags and cheered a man who 
once openly defended the bloody 
dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet.

Kast campaigned on promises 
to expel hundreds of thousands 
of illegal immigrants, close the 
northern border, tackle high rates 
of violent crime and restart a stalled 
economy.

Once one of the safest and 
most prosperous countries in the 
Americas, Chile has been hit hard 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
violent social protests and an influx 
of organised crime groups.

“I have high expectations that he 
will fix the immigration issue,” said 
42-year-old social worker Maribel 
Saavedra.

It is the latest victory for Latin 
America’s right, after winning 
elections in Argentina, Bolivia, 
Honduras, El Salvador, and Ecuador.

For Kast, a 59-year-old father of 
nine, it was a lucky third attempt for 
the presidency.

Jara called Kast to concede defeat, 
she said on X shortly after first results 
were released, adding that voters had 
spoken “loud and clear.”

‘Extreme measures’
After casting his vote near 

Santiago and taking a selfie with 
supporters, Kast promised to seek 
unity after a sometimes bitter 
campaign: “The winner will have to 
be the president of all Chileans.”

Kast is far to the right of most 
Chileans on many social issues, 
including abortion, which he 
opposes without exceptions.

But many Chileans fed up with 
high crime and slow growth during 

four years of leftist rule said they 
would vote for change, despite 
misgivings.

Santiago homemaker Ursula 
Villalobos, 44, said she planned to 
vote for Kast and was willing to 
accept some radical changes if they 
bring safety.

“What’s important,” she told 
AFP, “is that people can leave 
their homes without fear and return 
at night without worrying that 
something will happen to them on 
street corners.”

Polls show more than 60 percent 
of Chileans thought security is the 
top issue facing the country – far 
eclipsing issues like the economy, 
healthcare or education.

And while statistics show 
that violent crime – fuelled by 
Venezuelan, Peruvian, Colombian 
and Ecuadoran gangs – has risen in 
the last 10 years, fears about crime 
have risen even faster.

‘Pinochet out of uniform’
Kast’s hardline positions have 

also raised fears that he will edge 
Chile back toward a dictatorship.

“I’m fearful because I think 
we are going to have a lot of 
repression,” said 71-year-old retiree 
Cecilia Mora, who said that “under 
no circumstances” would she vote 
for Kast.

“The candidate of the right 
reminds me a lot of the dictatorship. 
I lived through the dictatorship. I 

was young, but I lived through it, 
suffered through it.

“I see him as a Pinochet out of 
uniform,” she said.

Pinochet left power in 1990, after 
Chileans rejected a bid to extend his 
17-year rule via referendum.

As a university student, Kast 
campaigned for the pro-Pinochet vote.

His family background has 
also raised questions. Media 
investigations have revealed that 
Kast’s German-born father was a 
member of Adolf Hitler’s Nazi party 
and a soldier during World War II.

Kast insists his father was a 
forced conscript and did not support 
the Nazis.

Incumbent blues
Jara led the first round of voting in 

November, but right-wing candidates 
garnered a majority of the vote.

The 51-year-old’s stint as labour 
minister under outgoing President 
Gabriel Boric has proven to be an 
Achilles’ Heel.

Boric’s term was crippled by 
repeated failed attempts to reform 
the Pinochet-era constitution.

Since 2010, Chileans have 
alternated between left- and 
right-wing governments at every 
presidential election.

In this election, voting was 
compulsory for the first time in more 
than a decade. Almost 16 million 
citizens were registered to vote.

– AFP

Chile’s outgoing President Gabriel Boric (left) shakes hands with Chile’s President-
elect José Antonio Kast at La Moneda presidential palace in Santiago, yesterday, the 
day after the presidential runoff election.                 – AFP 

Alfons Luna
MADRID – Spain has received 

a surge of citizenship applications 
from descendants of emigrants 
who fled the country’s 1930s civil 
war and Generalissimo Francisco 
Franco’s dictatorship under a 
scheme aimed at addressing 
historical injustices.

The so-called “grandchildren’s 
law” allows children and 
grandchildren of Spaniards who 
lost or renounced their nationality 
after leaving for “political, 
ideological or belief-related 
reasons” to reclaim citizenship.

The measure also covers 
those who fled persecution based 
on sexual orientation or gender 
identity.

The initiative is part of a 2022 
law introduced by Socialist Prime 
Minister Pedro Sánchez aimed at 
righting the wrongs of the 1936-
1939 civil war and the autocratic 
rule that followed until Franco’s 
death in 1975.

Spain has received 2.3 million 
citizenship applications under the 
scheme, according to the General 
Council of Spanish Citizenship 
Abroad, a government advisory 
body. The deadline closed on 
October 22.

Argentina alone accounted for 
about one million applications, amid 
economic turmoil in the country.

Large numbers also came 
from Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, and 
Venezuela.

The advisory body estimates 
processing the applications could 
take up to four years and that the 
size of Spain’s overseas population 
could dramatically expand.

If approval rates follow 
historical patterns – with 
rejections typically limited to just 
one or two percent – the number 
of Spanish citizens living abroad 
“could double”, the head of the 
body, Violeta Alonso, told daily 
newspaper La Nueva España 
(“The New Spain”).

The surge in applications 
could also boost Spain’s domestic 
population of around 49 million if 
many new citizens choose to move 
to the country.

‘For my daughters’
Historians estimate that half a 

million people fled Spain during 
the civil war, which began with a 
military rebellion led by Franco 
against the Second Republic’s 
elected leftist Popular Front 
government.

Most went to France, Mexico 
and other Latin American 
countries to avoid repression.

But a notable number went 
to the Soviet Union, which had 
been one of the main supporters 
of the Republican side during the 
conflict.

After the war, Franco’s 
government persecuted opponents, 
prompting further emigration.

While the law aims to “settle 
a debt” with Spain’s Francoist 
past, it also applies in some cases 
to descendants of people who left 
the country for political reasons 
in the turbulent period before the 
civil war.

Juan Pablo Ferreira, a 66-year-
old anthropologist in northern 
Argentina’s Jujuy province, is one.

His grandfather left Galicia in 
northwestern Spain to avoid being 
drafted into the country’s colonial 
wars in Morocco in the early 20th 
century.

“I consider myself a Galician 
from the diaspora,” he told AFP.

“I want to stay connected to it, 
especially with Galicia, but I’m 
also doing it for my daughters, so 
they have one more tool to get by 
in life.”

Beyond emotional ties, a 
Spanish passport offers tangible 
benefits: the right to live and work 
in Spain and elsewhere in the 
European Union, and easier travel.

According to the Henley 
Passport Index, Spain’s passport 
allows visa-free access to 187 
countries.

Long lines were reported at 
Spanish consulates across Latin 
America in the final months before 
the application window closed.

Now Spain faces the challenge 
of processing more than two 
million citizenship files.

During a meeting this month, 
Alonso and Foreign Minister 
José Manuel Álbares discussed 
the possibility of opening new 
consulates and boosting staffing 
levels to process the requests.

– AFP

LISBON – Hope faded 
yesterday for three Indonesian 
fishermen missing after their 
vessel sank in the Atlantic near 
the Portuguese-Spanish border, as 
rescuers suspended their search.

The vessel carrying five people 
sank on Sunday morning (local 
time) “in a rocky area of Insua 
Island” in the northern municipality 
of Caminha, Portugal’s National 
Maritime Authority said in a 
statement.

Portuguese and Spanish 
authorities deployed boats and 
aircraft in a rescue mission, 

saving the vessel’s master and an 
Indonesian fisherman, who were 
“transported in a conscious state to 
a hospital unit” by firefighters.

Spain’s maritime rescue service 
identified the Portuguese fishing 
vessel “Vila de Caminha”, sharing 
images on social media of a capsized 
boat being tossed by waves at the 
mouth of the Minho river that marks 
the border with Portugal.

A second statement from the 
National Maritime Authority, who 
had earlier identified the missing 
as Indonesians, said “the searches 
were suspended late this [Sunday] 

afternoon without the victims being 
found.”

They were resumed yesterday.
Portugal’s former Socialist 

government maintained one of 
Europe’s most open migration policies, 
with Asian immigrants filling jobs 
in fishing, farming and hospitality.

A change of sentiment has since 
prevailed, epitomised by the rise 
of the far-right, anti-immigration 
Chega (“Enough”) party, which 
supplanted the Socialists as the 
main opposition to the minority 
centre-right government in this 
year’s election.             – AFP, MPD

MADRID – Spain’s leftist 
prime minister yesterday 
announced a monthly national 
public transport pass costing 60 
euros (US$70) in a bid to encourage 
environmentally friendly travel 
and ease cost pressures.

The flat-rate subscription, 
reduced to 30 euros for people 
under 26, applies to all medium-
distance and suburban trains as 
well as national bus services from 
the second half of January.

Monthly savings on public 
transport could reach almost 60 
percent and benefit two million 

travellers, Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez’s office said in a 
statement.

The Socialist leader did not 
specify the cost of the scheme for 
his minority government, which 
is attempting to ease household 
budget pressures as inflation runs 
at three percent.

Spain will follow the footsteps 
of Europe’s largest economy 
Germany, where a discount 
monthly transport pass has been 
on offer since May 2023 for buses, 
metros, local and regional trains.

– AFP

Spain opens doors to 
descendants of Franco-era exiles

Spain to launch US$70 monthly 
public transport pass

Hope fades for Indonesian !shermen 
shipwrecked o" Portugal

Right-wing candidate Kast wins 
Chile presidential election
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Football 

Faisal Kamal
NEW DELHI – Football 

superstar Lionel Messi ended his 
whirlwind tour of India yesterday 
with a lap of honour in New Delhi, 
thrilling thousands of fans and 
thanking them for “all the love and 
support”.

The 38-year-old Argentine great 
greeted chanting supporters at a 
nearly packed Arun Jaitley Stadium, 
usually home to cricket, with fans 
dressed in Argentina jerseys waving 
flags and shouting his name.

“It was beautiful to receive all 
the love and support. I knew it was 
there, but to receive it first-hand 
was, well, amazing”, Messi told the 
crowd, speaking in Spanish, saying 
he will “definitely be back”.

Clad in a pink jersey and 
black trousers, Messi enthralled 
the audience with his charm as he 
kicked footballs into the crowd and 
obliged star-struck delegates and 
fans with selfies.

Messi and his fellow stars 
played football with children before 
being presented with a T20 World 
Cup ticket and an Indian jersey by 
the chairman of the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) Jay Shah.

India - a nation of 1.4 billion 
- are a cricket powerhouse, but 
struggles on the football pitch and 
are 142nd in FIFA rankings.

Former India football captain 
Bhaichung Bhutia took the stage 
with Messi, who signed Argentine 
jerseys for the Indian star and his 
family.

His final stop in India went 
smoothly after a chaotic opening 
day on Saturday, when fans 
vandalised a stadium in the city of 
Kolkata, where his brief presence 
left the crowd frustrated.

Heavy security left fans 
struggling to catch a glimpse of 
him. Many had paid more than 
US$100 for tickets, and they broke 
down barricades and stormed the 
pitch after the superstar abruptly left 
the arena.

In New Delhi yesterday, 
thousands of excited fans dismissed 
hazardous choking air pollution to 
see their hero.

“I’m very excited to see Messi, 

I have been watching him since my 
childhood”, said 29-year-old fan 
Sumesh Raina.

New Delhi, and its wider 
sprawling metropolitan region of 
30 million residents, is regularly 
ranked among the world’s most 
polluted capitals, due to a deadly 
mix of emissions from power plants, 
heavy traffic, as well as the burning 
of rubbish and crops.

Levels of cancer-causing PM 
2.5 microparticles hit more than 300 
micrograms per cubic metre in parts 
of New Delhi on Monday, according 
to monitoring organisation 
IQAir, 20 times the World Health 
Organisation’s recommended daily 
maximum.

A study in The Lancet Planetary 
Health last year estimated that 3.8 
million deaths in India between 
2009 and 2019 were linked to air 
pollution.

Messi, who is in India as part 
of his so-called GOAT Tour along 
with his Inter Miami teammates 
Luis Suarez and Rodrigo de Paul, 
seemed unperturbed by the toxic air.

He looked in good spirits as he 
kept up his energy with fans and 
football enthusiasts in his 35-minute 
stay at the stadium.

Messi had also visited the 
cities of Hyderabad and Mumbai, 
where he met cricket icon Sachin 
Tendulkar and Indian football star 
Sunil Chhetri.

The footballer won his second 
consecutive Major League Soccer 
Most Valuable Player award last 
week after propelling Inter Miami 
to the MLS title and leading the 
league in goals.

The former Barcelona and 
Paris Saint-Germain forward will 
spearhead Argentina’s defence of 
the World Cup in June-July in North 
America.      – AFP

Argentina’s footballers Lionel Messi (second left), Rodrigo De Paul (right) and 
Uruguayan footballer Luis Suárez (left) pose for a photograph with International 
Cricket Council (ICC) chairman Jay Shah during his GOAT Tour at the Arun Jaitley 
Stadium in New Delhi, India yesterday.                 – AFP

Football

Peter Berlin
PARIS – Thirty years after the 

European ruling on the case of 
Jean-Marc Bosman transformed 
football’s economic landscape, 
the sport is still wrestling with the 
legal fallout.

The latest chapter is the result of 
a ruling by the European Court of 
Justice (ECJ) in 2024 in favour of 
former France midfielder Lassana 
Diarra which has spawned a 
potential collective suit by players’ 
unions that could cost football 
authorities “billions of euros”, a 
lawyer representing them told AFP.

Bosman changed Europe’s 
playing field. On December 15, 1995, 
the ECJ ruled in favour of the Belgian 
midfielder who had sued RFC Liege, 
the Belgian football federation and 
European governing body UEFA, 
after the club blocked his move to 
French side Dunkerque in 1990.

Liege said that even though 
Bosman’s contract had run out, 
they wanted a transfer fee.

The decision created free agency 
in football - and more. The ECJ also 
ruled that leagues in the European 
Union could not place limits on 
players from other EU countries.

Players and their agents 
quickly adapted to the new rules. 
Dutch internationals Edgar Davids 
and Michael Reiziger became the 
first big name free agents when 
they left Ajax for Inter Milan the 
following summer, an early signal 
that the ruling would accelerate the 
concentration of talent at Europe’s 
biggest clubs.

The ruling came as revenues 
were surging in the main European 
leagues, particularly the English 
Premier League, and, perhaps 
not coincidentally, just before 
billionaire owners began buying 
clubs, starting with Roman 
Abramovich at Chelsea in 2003.

The Bosman decision has 
sparked a series of follow-on cases, 
as football wrestles over how to 
regulate payer contracts.

The latest action, being 
brought in the Dutch courts by a 
group called Justice for Players, 
against FIFA, the 28 EU national 
federations and the four British 
‘home’ unions, follows the ruling 
in favour of Diarra, a former 
Chelsea, Arsenal, Real Madrid and 
Paris Saint-German player.

When in 2014, his club 
Lokomotiv Moscow attempted to 
cut his wages, Diarra agreed a deal 
with Belgian club Charleroi.

Lokomotiv demanded a fee and 

FIFA’s transfer tribunal backed 
them, ordering Diarra to pay 
Lokomotiv 10 million euros and 
banning him for 15 months.

When the ECJ found in 
Diarra’s favour, it also found, 
“professional football players, that 
had an active career in a period of 
more than 20 years from 2002 till 
2024, and maybe still until today, 
have suffered damages,” said Dolf 
Segaar, a Dutch lawyer on the 
board of Justice for Players.

“We have calculated that each 
of the players have in average 
suffered eight percent on their 
salaries,” said Segaar.

For an estimated 100,000 profes-
sional players in that period “it’s cer-
tainly a few billion euros,” he added.

The problem is that for players 
who do not have a release clause, 
which is illegal in many European 
countries, “you do not know if you 
terminate, what exactly you will 
have to pay to your former club.”

Segaar is trying to recruit 
national player unions to give his 
action greater credibility.

He said he hopes to go to court 
“in the first quarter” of 2026.

“The process itself can take 
some years,” he added.

Former player David Terrier 
leads both the French players’ 
union, which has joined the action, 
and international players’ body 
FIFPRO Europe, which has not.

“It’s difficult for a lot of unions 
because it’s directly against their 
federation and some unions have 
direct contact and agreement with 
their federations,” Terrier told AFP.

Rich clubs stay rich
He said he hoped to negotiate as 

he had tried to do in the Diarra case.
“Lassana Diarra did not want be 

a Jean-Marc Bosman,” said Terrier. 
“He said, ‘I play in the national 
team, I play for the top clubs, and 
I don’t want that people remember 
me for this case. I want the people 
to remember me for... what I won 
or lost on the pitch.’

“And FIFA never responded.”
Terrier said he was mystified by 

FIFA’s attitude - and compared their 
results to those of a football club.

“If I am a lawyer for FIFA, I 
know that I have no chance to be 
qualifying as a Champions League 
lawyer or Club World Cup lawyer, 
because I have lost all the cases,” 
he said.

Both FIFA, which responded 
to the Diarra judgement with 
“interim” rules, and European 
governing body UEFA refused to 
comment on that case, but both 
have released statements saying 
they will revise the transfer system.

Seegar, Terrier and the football 
bodies seem to agree on some 
points.

Clubs should have the right 
to sign their youth players to a 
first professional contract. Players 
should not be able to opt out in the 
first one or two years of a contract.

And clubs should receive 
compensation either through an 
agreed ‘transparent’ formula or 
through release clauses.

The system that emerges, said 
Seegar, “will change the economics 
in a certain way, but it will probably 
not be as disturbing as the Bosman 
ruling at the time was”.

But, he added, “the richer clubs 
will remain rich. That system will 
not change.”     – AFP

Former Colombian National Team forward Hamilton Ricard gestures during a game 
of the Cyclones football club in Cali, Colombia on October 6. On December 15, 
1995, the most popular sport was shaken up: a ruling by a European Union court, 
popularly known as the “Bosman ruling”, eliminated restrictions on the maximum 
number of foreign players that could be signed by clubs in the block. After the 
Bosman ruling, teams and talent scouts realised that South America was “a gold 
mine,” says former Colombian football player Hamilton Ricard.          – AFP

Messi mania peaks in India’s 
pollution-hit capital

Decades after Bosman, football’s 
transfer war rages on

ROME – Belgian international 
Alexis Saelemaekers is extending his 
contract with AC Milan until 2031, 
the club said yesterday.

“AC Milan are delighted to 
announce that Alexis Saelemaekers has 
renewed his contract with the Club until 30 
June 2031, with effect from 1 July 2026,” the 

club said in a brief statement.
Saelemaekers, 26, joined AC Milan in 2020 

from Anderlecht and has appeared 159 times 
for the club scoring 12 goals. He appeared in 
all but two games, mostly off the bench, as AC 
Milan won Serie A in 2021-22.

He spent last season on loan at Roma and 
the previous season at Bologna.

Since returning to Milan, Saelemaekers, 
capped 21 times by Belgium, has started all 15 
league matches this season, scoring twice. The 
team are second in Serie A.

“Alexis has grown each season, standing out for 
his professionalism, selflessness, and strong sense 
of belonging, embodying the club’s values on and 
off the pitch,” Milan said in their statement.   – AFP

Saelemaekers extends AC Milan contract to 2031
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Julian Guyer
LONDON – England arrived 

in Australia knowing it would take 
something special to reclaim the 
Ashes. Now, after losing the first two 
Tests, they need a miracle - but it is 
one that has been achieved before.

Donald Bradman’s Australians, 
in the 1936/37 Ashes, are the only 
team to have come from 2-0 down to 
win a five-match series in the entire 
148-year history of Test cricket.

England do not have a cricketer 
to compare with Bradman but they 
boast two modern giants of the game 
in captain Ben Stokes and Joe Root.

Stokes has fired sporadically 
during the current tour, while Root 
scored his first-ever century in Aus-
tralia in the second Test in Brisbane.

Realistically, England now need 
at least one of their players to have 
the series of their lives if they are to 
have any chance of a first series win 
in Australia since 2010/11.

Bradman, who died in Adelaide 
in 2001 at the age of 92, had a Test 
batting average of 99.94 - which 
puts him in a category of his own in 
the history of the game.

“The Don” uncharacteristically 
failed to get off the mark in two of 
his first three innings of the 1936/37 
series, in Brisbane and Sydney.

But he went on to score a 
mammoth 690 runs, including three 
hundreds - two of them double 
centuries - in the final three Tests.

“It was among the peaks of his 
career, and Don’s career had many 
peaks,” cricket historian David 
Frith told AFP.

“He didn’t just make a lot of 
runs, he did it while under pressure 
and when captaining the team.”

The tide turned for Australia 
during an extraordinary third Test in 
Melbourne when they had collapsed 
and were 181-6 on a good batting 
pitch before the rain came.

With pitches then uncovered, the 
surface deteriorated and Bradman 
declared at 200-9 in an attempt to 
expose England to the treacherous 
conditions.

“One good length ball would 
rear to the batsman’s chin. Another, 
exactly the same length, would 
flash into the blockhole like a 
stone skimming over ice,” wrote 
celebrated English cricket writer 
Neville Cardus.

England captain “Gubby” Allen 
declared at 76-9 in reply and, with 
the pitch still proving difficult for 
batting, Bradman reversed his order 
in the hope that run-scoring would 
be easier by the time he arrived at 
the crease.

It was a move as daring as 
any the present-day England side 
have made under coach Brendon 
McCullum and skipper Stokes.

And it paid off spectacularly.

Turnaround
When Australia were reduced to 

97-5, success was far from assured, 
but Bradman, batting at number 
seven, made 270 and shared a sixth-
wicket partnership of 346 with Jack 
Fingleton (136).

Australia won by the huge 
margin of 365 runs and did not look 

back, winning the next match in 
Adelaide by 148 runs and cantering 
home, in Melbourne again, by an 
innings and 200 runs.

Bradman’s critics still accused 
him of cowardice by hiding down the 
order in the third Test but Frith, who 
knew the batsman and several of his 
contemporaries, said: “Don knew 
what he was doing, he usually did.”

The Australian himself, in his 
book “Farewell to Cricket”, wrote: 
“Some were unkind enough to 
suggest that my purpose was to 
avoid batting on a wet wicket.

“Of course it was, but only because 
such avoidance was necessary in the 
interests of the team.”

It was the kind of single-minded 
ploy that Stokes might appreciate, 
though the era of uncovered pitches 
is now only a distant memory.

McCullum, speaking ahead of the 
third Test in Adelaide, which starts 
tomorrow, indicated that England 
would stick to their aggressive style 
come what may as they chase history.

“We know we haven’t got 
enough runs so far in the series,” he 
said. “But for us to go on and win 
the series it’s not about throwing out 
what’s been successful for us over 
the past few years.”

England came close to 
overturning a 2-0 deficit in the 2023 
Ashes at home, ultimately drawing 
the series after being denied in the 
fourth Test at Old Trafford by rain.

If they pull it off this time it 
would be one of the most spectacular 
feats in the storied history of the 
game.      – AFP

C O R T I N A 
D’AMPEZZO – Hun-
dreds of athletes at Italy’s 
Winter Games in Febru-

ary will stay in mobile homes as 
part of a high-altitude Olympic 
Village offering mid-winter luxury 
camping at 1,300 metres.

The 377 cabins have been 
installed in the grounds of the old 
airport at Cortina d’Ampezzo, 
on the edge of a forest and a ten-
minute drive to the centre of town.

A spokeswoman for delivery 
company SiMiCo told AFP yes-
terday the village was designed 
“to be installed and then disman-
tled without leaving a trace”.

The 38-million-euro (US$44.7 
million) project will accom-
modate 1,400 athletes, coaches, 
support staff and delegates to the 
February 6-22 Games, and is in 
addition to the Olympic Village 
built in Milan.

Located at the foot of the 
Dolomite mountains, the 18-square-
metre cabins are designed for two 
people, each boasting two bedrooms 
with en-suite bathrooms.

Despite the snow on the 
ground outside, temperatures 
inside will reach a balmy 23 
degrees Celsius. But the athletes 
will have to brave the cold to 
reach the restaurant, lounge, gym 
and laundry, which are a ten-
minute walk away, or to take the 
shuttles to the competition sites.

For now, the cabins are only 

partially furnished, according to 
an AFP photographer who visited 
the site on December 11.

“We’ve done our job, it’s now 
up to the Milan-Cortina organising 
community to provide furnishings 
and equip the common spaces,” 
the SiMiCo spokeswoman said.

The Games in 2026 are spread 
out across a wide area of northern 
Italy, and there is another Olympic 
Village, housing 1,700 people, in 
the city of Milan.

The cabins have the advantage 
of being close to the chic resort of 
Cortina d’Ampezzo, which will 
host the women’s alpine skiing 
events.

The resort, the site of the 1956 
Winter Olympics, is also home to 
the curling, the bobsleigh, luge, 
and skeleton competitions.

However, skiing stars such 
as Americans Lindsey Vonn and 
Mikaela Shiffrin, and Italians 
Sofia Goggia and Federica 
Brignone, will not be staying in 
the Olympic Village.

Instead, they will stay in one 
of Cortina d’Ampezzo’s many 
upscale hotels, their respective 
federations told AFP.

Many of the cabins are designed 
to be accessible, and will be reused 
by athletes in the Paralympic 
Games from March 6 to 15.

After that, the mobile homes 
“will be put back on the market”, 
said the SiMiCo spokeswoman.

– AFP

England seek their own Bradman in bid 
for historic Ashes comeback

Athletes to stay in pop-
up cabins in the woods at 

Winter Olympics

Vietnam’s Vo Thi Kim Thoa (back, left) and Tran Thi Bich Thuy (back, right) attempt to block the ball against Thailand during the 

women’s volleyball final of the 33rd Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games) at Huamark Indoor Stadium in Bangkok yesterday.  – AFP

Thailand’s Chunkao Udomphen celebrates with her gold medal after winning the 

women’s street skateboarding final t of the 33rd Southeast Asian Games (SEA 

Games) at SAT Extreme Sports Park in Bangkok on Sunday.        – AFP

Football

LONDON – Scotland boss 
Steve Clarke has urged fans not to 
rack up huge debts as they plot how 
to follow their team at next year’s 
World Cup after decades of pain for 
the Tartan Army.

Clarke’s men last month 
qualified for the tournament for the 
first time since 1998 and in June 

will take on Haiti and Morocco in 
Boston before meeting five-time 
winners Brazil in Miami.

However, excitement has been 
tempered by the release of ticket 
prices for the tournament, which 
have sparked outrage among fan 
groups across the globe.

Tickets for Scotland’s three 
games range from US$180 (£134) 
to US$700.

The cheapest tickets for the final 
start at more than US$4,000.

“My biggest wish is that the fans 
who travel everywhere, who go to 
all the far-flung places, can afford to 
get the tickets and get the chance to 
get the tickets so they can be there 
because those supporters deserve to 
be there,” said Clarke yesterday.

“Some of the figures are eye-
watering, if you look at them.

“One of my biggest wishes is that 
people don’t put themselves too much 
into debt trying to buy tickets. Even the 
cheapest ones look to be pretty pricey.”

Football Supporters Europe 
(FSE) last week called for governing 
body FIFA to stop the sale of tickets 
due to their “extortionate” cost.

According to FSE, the tickets for 
the competition in Canada, Mexico 
and the United States, between June 11 

and July 19, will cost almost five times 
more than at the 2022 edition in Qatar.

To follow a team from their 
first match to the final would cost a 
minimum of US$6,900.

FIFA have not directly responded 
to criticism of the pricing structure 
but said there had been five million 
requests for tickets in the opening 
24 hours due to “soaring global 
demand”.      – AFP

Clarke warns Scotland fans over sky-high World Cup prices
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LOS ANGELES – Los Angeles 
police are investigating the deaths 
of Hollywood star Rob Reiner and 
his wife as an “apparent homicide”, 
as condolences poured in for the 
director behind hits like “When 
Harry Met Sally”.

Reiner and Michele Singer 
Reiner were found dead in their 
Los Angeles mansion with what 
appeared to be stab wounds, US 
media reported on Sunday.

The deaths of the “Princess 
Bride” director and his wife drew 
condolences from California 
political heavyweights like ex-vice 

president Kamala Harris.
Los Angeles police did not 

confirm the identity of the deceased 
but said homicide detectives were 
dispatched to the Reiners’ home.

“At this time, no further details 
are available as this is an ongoing... 
investigation, into an apparent 
homicide,” the Los Angeles Police 
Department said on social media.

Los Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) deputy chief Alan Hamilton 
subsequently told reporters “the Los 
Angeles Police Department is not 
seeking anyone as a suspect or as 
a person of interest, or in any other 

US police probe deaths of director Rob Reiner, 
wife as ‘apparent homicide’

British singer Cliff Richard performs during the Centre Court Centenary 
Ceremony, on the seventh day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All 
England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on July 3, 2022. Richard, 
85, revealed yesterday that he has been treated for prostate cancer over the past 
year, but said the disease has been successfully treated.         – AFP

PARIS – Anglo-French singer 
and film star Jane Birkin was 
honoured on Saturday by the city 
she made her home after Paris 
named a footbridge over one of 
its canals after her.

Birkin’s daughters, singer 
Lou Doillon and actor and singer 
Charlotte Gainsbourg, were 
among the guests who attended 
the ceremony for their mother, 
who died in 2023 at the age of 76.

“The Jane Birkin footbridge – 
it’s poetic,” said Gainsbourgh, her 
voice thick with emotion. “She 
would have loved it so much.”

The Jane Birkin Footbridge 
spans the Canal Saint Martin in 
Paris’s 10th arrondissement, or 
district.

“It could be the bridge that 
connected her to England and 
brought her hurrying back to 
France, her adopted country,” 
Gainsbourg told those gathered 
for the ceremony.

“This morning my son asked 

me if my mother was still dead,” 
said Doillon. “So I told him, 
‘Yes, but today she’s becoming a 
bridge,’ – and it’s great to be able 
to say that.

“The tranquillity, the silence 
and the reverence of the cemetery 
really didn’t suit her,” she added.

Gainsbourg, Doillon and 
Birkin’s grandson Roman de Ker-
madec together unveiled the bridge’s 
new name plate, which reads: “Jane 
Birkin Footbridge (1946-2023) 
singer, actor, director”.

Birkin came to Paris from 
London in the 1960s. Her duet 
with Serge Gainsbourg, “Je 
t’aime... moi non plus” (“I love 
you... me neither”) became a 
massive hit, the first of several.

In cinema, she appeared in 
films including Michelangelo An-
tonioni’s 1966 classic “Blowup”.

She subsequently worked 
with a string of major directors, 
including Agnes Varda and 
Bertrand Tavernier.  – AFP

Anglo-French star Jane 
Birkin gets name on 

bridge over Paris canal

French actress and singer Charlotte Gainsbourg (right) and her partner French 
film director actor Yvan Attal pose holding replicas of a public street sign 
indicating the “Passerelle [“Footbridge”] Jane Birkin” during a ceremony 
inaugurating a footbridge named after British-French actress and singer Jane 
Birkin, on the Quai de Valmy in Paris last Saturday.     – AFP 

LONDON – US pop star Taylor 
Swift breaks down in tears in her 
documentary released on Friday 
as she recalls the murder of three 
girls in a stabbing spree in northern 
England at a dance class themed 
around her music.

Backstage footage from the 
Eras Tour showed the musician 
crying before meeting the families 
of victims of the Southport attack, 
which sparked Britain’s worst anti-
migrant riots in decades.

Elsie Dot Stancombe, seven, 
Bebe King, six, and Alice da 
Silva Aguiar, nine, were killed by 
teenager Axel Rudakubana during 
the July 2024 rampage in which 10 
others were wounded, prompting an 

outpouring of grief in the UK and 
from Swift’s fans around the world.

“There was a horrible attack ... at 
a Taylor Swift themed dance party,” 
Swift says in the documentary titled 
“The End of an Era”, wiping away 
tears ahead of her sold-out concert 
at London’s Wembley Stadium in 
August.

“It’s going to be fine, because 
when I meet them, I’m not going 
to do this. I swear to God, I’m not 
going to do this,” she said, before 
meeting survivors and families of 
the victims.

After the meeting, Swift 
is shown crying to her mother 
backstage, who comforts her.

“From a mental standpoint, I 

just do live in a reality that’s very 
unreal a lot of the time,” Swift says 
in the Disney+ documentary.

“But it’s my job to kind of be able 
to handle all these feelings and then 
perk up immediately to perform. 
That’s just the way it’s got to be.”

The London concert was also 
Swift’s return to the stage after her 
three Vienna shows were cancelled 
due to a failed Islamic State-inspired 
bomb plot.

“Being afraid that something is 
going to happen to your fans is new,” 
the BBC quoted Swift saying at the 
documentary’s New York premiere.

Rudakubana was jailed for life 
in January for his knife rampage.

– AFP

Taylor Swift breaks down in Eras documentary 
over Southport attack

US director Rob Reiner attends the Human Rights Campaign’s 2025 LA Dinner at the 
Fairmont Century Plaza in Los Angeles, March 22.                            – AFP

manner, and we will not be doing that 
until we conduct our investigation 
and we move forward”.

“I’m not going to confirm whether 
someone’s being interviewed at this 
time or not. We’re going to try to 
speak to every family member that 
we can to get to the facts of this 
investigation,” he added.

Broadcaster CNN reported that 
a spokesperson for the family had 
confirmed Reiner and his wife had 
died.

California Governor Newsom, 
Harris and former US President 
Barack Obama issued separate state-
ments expressing their condolences.

“Rob will be remembered for 
his remarkable filmography and 
for his extraordinary contribution 
to humanity,” Newsom said on X, 
adding he was “heartbroken by the 
tragic loss”.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass 
also said that the investigation was 
ongoing.

“I knew Rob and have tremen-
dous respect for him,” Bass said.

“An acclaimed actor, director, 
producer, writer, and engaged 
political activist, he always used 
his gifts in service of others,” she 
added.

The Los Angeles Fire 
Department told NBC a man and 
a woman, approximately 78 and 
68 years old, were found deceased 
inside the home.

Reiner rose to acting fame as the 
oafish son-in-law Michael “Meat-
head” Stivic on groundbreaking 
1970s sitcom “All in the Family,” 
before transitioning to directing 
with rock mockumentary “This is 
Spinal Tap” in 1984.

Reiner directed the 1989 roman-
tic comedy “When Harry Met Sally,” 
starring Billy Crystal and Meg Ryan.

He was also an outspoken 
supporter of liberal causes in 
Hollywood, backing efforts to secure 
equal marriage rights for LGBTQ 
people and create California’s First 
5 programme, which provides child 
development programmes funded 
by taxes on tobacco products.

– AFP
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What big eyes you have!
This photograph taken last Monday 
shows a Tarsier on Bohol Island in Central 
Visayas province in the Philippines. – AFP

Dragon rider
Artistes wave from a 
float as they take part 
in the Festival of Light 
in San Jose, Costa 
Rica on Saturday. 

– AFP

Sky dancers
Members of the Zenit dance company perform an aerial ballet 
titled ‘ARIA’ above spectators in the old port of Marseille, southern 
France, during the city’s Christmas celebrations, on Saturday. – AFP

Better behave!
Participants dressed as “Krampus”, a half-goat, half-demon figure “punishing misbehaving children during the Christmas 
season”, take part in the traditional Krampus parade in Munich, Bavaria, southern Germany, on Sunday.                 – AFP

Tattoo you!
A visitor looks at 
artworks by British 
artist David Shrigley 
during the press 
preview of his 
exhibition “What the 
Hell Was I Thinking?” 
at the Kunsthal 
in Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands on 
December 12.  – AFP

Okay! Where are they?
A puma checks for treats on Christmas decorations at Hacienda Napoles 
theme park, once the private zoo of late drug lord Pablo Escobar, in 
Doradal, Antioquia Department, Colombia on Thursday.         – AFP


