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Macau to host 2026 APEC Tourism
Ministerial Meeting

Tony Wong

After the Foreign Ministry in
Beijing announced on Friday that
the 33" Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Economic
Leaders’ Meeting will be held in
Shenzhen on November 18 and 19
next year, the Macau government
announced later the same day that
according to the central government’s
arrangements, the APEC Tourism
Ministerial Meeting will be held in
Macau in June next year.

While attending the 32" APEC
Economic Leaders’ Meeting in
South Korea’s Gyeongju, President
Xi Jinping announced on Novem-
ber 1 this year that Shenzhen will
host the 33" APEC Economic Lead-
ers’ Meeting in November 2026.

It will be the third time that
China hosts the APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting, after Shanghai in
2001 and Beijing in 2014.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Guo Jiakun told a daily briefing on
Friday that the 33" APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting will be held in
Shenzhen on November 18 and 19
next year.

Before the 22" APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting was held in
Beijing in November 2014, the
APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting
was held in Macau in September
that year.

in Cotai on September 13, 2014.

A statement by the Macau
Government Information Bureau
(GCS) on Friday evening quoted
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
as saying that the Macau Special
Administrative Region (MSAR)
hosting the APEC  Tourism
Ministerial Meeting once again next
year since its last edition in 2014
will be of profound significance.

According to the statement, Sam
said that the MSAR government
expresses its sincere gratitude to the

Workers build a giant snowman at the Qunli music park in Harbin, capital of Hei-
longjiang Province, yesterday. This year’s giant snowman, 19 meters in height and
made with some 3,000 cubic meters of snow, is one meter taller than that of last year.

- Xinhua
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central government for its longstand-
ing trust and support, pledging that
his government will, in close align-
ment with the nation’s strategic plan-
ning and arrangements, forge and
maintain effective communication
and collaboration with the central
government’s relevant ministries and
commissions.

Under the central government’s
strong guidance, Sam said, his
government will forge ahead with
various preparations for next year’s
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APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting
in a systematic and orderly manner,
spare no effort in integrating into
and serving the nation’s overall
development, and ensure the smooth
and successful hosting of the
meeting, enabling Macau to make
its own contribution to the success
of the 2026 APEC, according to the
statement.

Moreover, the statement also
quoted Secretary for Economy and
Finance Anton Tai Kin Ip as saying

that backed by the nation’s strong
support, the MSAR government
will seize the valuable opportunity,
brought about by the hosting of the
APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting,
with the aim of allowing participating
APEC member economies to gain
a deeper understanding of Macau’s
successful implementation of the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle
and deepening Macau’s pragmatic
cooperation with APEC member
economies across various fields such
as economy, trade and tourism, thereby
injecting greater impetus into Macau’s
accelerated development into a
World Centre of Tourism and Leisure
and into the appropriately diversified
and high-quality development of
Macau’s economy.

Meanwhile, the APEC Finance
Ministers” Meeting will be held in
Hong Kong in October next year,
with the Hong Kong government
pointing out in a statement on
Friday that it will be the first time
that the city will host the APEC
Finance Ministers’ Meeting.

The 2014 APEC Finance
Ministers” Meeting was initially
scheduled to be held in Hong Kong
in September that year. However,
the central government decided
in early 2014 to reschedule the
meeting, which was finally held in
Beijing in October that year. B

Young people in Portugal cut back
on social media use

LISBON — Young people in Por-
tugal are sharply reducing their social
media use, reflecting a shift toward
more conscious digital habits, accord-
ing to new data and researchers.

Figures from Portuguese market
research firm Marktest show that the
proportion of young people using
social media has fallen 22 percent
over the past two years. The general
population is also cutting back, with
average daily time spent on social
media dropping 13 percent over the
past year.

Data released Friday by
Portugal’s National Institute of
Statistics (INE) shows 79 percent
of residents currently use social
media, the lowest level since 2017.

Researchers  cited by the
Portuguese newspaper Expresso
say the trend is consistent with
developments observed in other
countries, pointing to signs of
saturation as users reassess the role
of social media in their daily lives.
Increasingly, individuals are adopting
“digital detox” practices, including

limiting screen time or temporarily
disconnecting from online platforms.

Experts note that the decline
among young people reflects
a conscious effort to establish
healthier digital habits.

Patricia Dias, assistant
professor at the Faculty of Human
Sciences of the Catholic University
of Portugal (UCP), said that
reducing social media use is often
a deliberate and sustained decision
rather than a short-term reaction.

— Xinhua
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Suspect taken into custody after deadly
shooting at Brown University in Rhode Island

US authorities yesterday detained a person of interest in a
shooting at Brown University that left two people dead and nine
others wounded, the latest in a long line of school attacks across the

country.
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— Story on p. 10

of Hanukkah.

Gunmen kill 11 at Jewish festival on
Australia’s Bondi Beach

Two gunmen shot and killed 11 people and wounded
many others at Sydney’s Bondi Beach yesterday in a
“terrorist” attack on a gathering for the Jewish festival
— Storyon p. 11
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Escapism or exaltation? ‘Narco-culture’
games raise concern in Mexico

In violence-riddled Mexico, children as young as 13
are hooked on bloody video games that vividly recreate the
horrors of the country’s narco war.

— Story on p. 12
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Even after Tai Po inferno, locals defend bamboo scaffolding

Analysis Armindo Neves and
Ida Cheong

Nineteen days have passed since
the deadly inferno in Hong Kong’s
Tai Po District’s Wang Fuk Court
estate on November 26.

According to the latest data
released by the Hong Kong police
last Tuesday, the fire resulted
in 160 fatalities, 79 injuries and
six individuals reported missing.
Among the injured was a one-year-
old child.

Speculation about the possible
causes of the blaze have ignited a
public debate over construction site
safety, centring on the use of poten-
tially flammable bamboo scaffold-
ing*, the quality of the supposedly
fire-retardant scaffolding nets, and
the enforcement of no-smoking
rules at construction sites.

Following the fire, a range of
speculative theories began circulating
among the public. For instance, many
believe that the vertical bamboo
scaffolding structure acted like a
chimney, allowing flames to rapidly
ascend along the bamboo poles from
lower to higher levels within a short
period of time. The intense heat caused
sections of the scaffolding to collapse,
and burning bamboo fragments were
carried by strong winds to nearby
buildings, accelerating the fire’s
spread from Block One of Wang Fuk
Court to six other blocks. The eighth
block was spared from the inferno.
The scaffolding’s large volume and
potentially combustible material,
coupled with dry weather conditions,
reportedly turned it into a “fuel
reservoir,” making the fire extremely
difficult to extinguish. Furthermore,
there is public speculation that the
fire may have been started by workers
smoking on the scaffolding, by sparks
from welding, or by flammable
materials on the scaffolding mesh
catching fire.

However, as of yesterday, the
exact cause of the fire remained
unknown.

Various possible causes of the
fire have been put forward by senior
officials in Hong Kong. For instance,
Chief Secretary for Administration
Eric Chan Kwok-ki and Secretary
for  Development  Bernadette
Linn Hon-ho said separately on
November 27 that while bamboo
scaffolding is flexible, its fire
resistance is significantly inferior
to that of metal scaffolding. For
safety reasons, both advocated for
a full transition to metal scaffolding
in suitable environments as soon
as possible. Secretary for Security

Chris Tang Ping-keung also noted
on November 28 that bamboo
scaffolding can fracture under high
temperatures and that flying embers
can contribute to the spread of fire.

The Post has interviewed several
people from different sectors by
asking them about their views on
the matter.

Regarding the proposal to
replace bamboo scaffolding with
metal scaffolding, a local civil
servant surnamed Ieong told the
Post that she was against the change
as she believes that the core issue lies
with flammable materials like foam
panels, not the bamboo scaffolding
itself. She pointed out that bamboo
scaffolding has advantages such
as being insulating and quite fire-
resistant (not catching fire in a
blaze). In contrast, she argues that
metal scaffolding could not only
lead to job losses for scaffolders but
also poses risks such as electrical
conductivity and melting under high
temperatures, potentially creating
new safety hazards.

Regarding  speculation  that
workers smoking on-site caused
the fire, a citizen surnamed Lou,
who studied civil engineering in
Taiwan and has worked on local
construction sites, told the Post
that it was extremely difficult to
control workers from smoking, as
due to their high-intensity physical
labour, smoking was their only way
to relieve stress. As for replacing
bamboo scaffolding with metal
scaffolding, he said that bamboo
was actually very difficult to ignite.
Conversely, metal scaffolding, due
to its high thermal conductivity,
would transfer heat rapidly in a
high-temperature fire, potentially
hindering escape efforts.

Regarding the causes of the
blaze, Macau Scaffolders Union
President Chio Tak Sio told the Post
that the Tai Po inferno’s possible
causes should not be oversimplified.
He underscored that a confluence
of risk factors including weather
conditions, material quality, on-site
waste, the possibility that the disaster
was caused by a discarded cigarette
end, and lapses in management,
rather than the bamboo scaffolding,
ultimately may have caused the fire,
adding that the incident has revealed
a public perception gap, where such
fire catastrophes are mistakenly
attributed  solely to  bamboo
scaffolding while underlying issues
such as poor on-sight management
and low material standards are
casily overlooked.
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Macau Weather

DRY.

CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY
PERIODS.

FORCE 3 TO 4 NORTH TO
NORTHEASTERLY WINDS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL
RANGE BETWEEN 45% AND 80%.
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Chio pointed out that bamboo
scaffolding, the craft of which
enjoys intangible cultural heritage
status in Macau, remains the
backbone of building construction
in Macau, considering that about
90 percent of local construction
projects use bamboo scaffolding,
adding that there are 26 bamboo
scaffolding companies in Macau,
24 of which exclusively work with
bamboo, while only two handle
both bamboo and steel.

Meanwhile, bamboo  costs
roughly just one-third of the price
of steel scaffolding, and bamboo
poles can be easily cut and adjusted
on-site, unlike fixed-size steel tubes,
making them ideal for Macau’s
narrow alleyways and irregular
building fagades, Chio said, who
also pointed out that storing bamboo
poles requires less space than metal
poles, and old bamboo can be
disposed of more easily.

Chio noted that steel scaffolding,
primarily used by major casinos
for aesthetic and perceived safety
reasons, as they are generally
deemed to be non-flammable,
faces significant barriers to wider
adoption, such as high cost, lack of
flexibility, and higher requirement
for storage space.

With only two local firms capable
of handling steel scaffolding, indus-
try-wide transition from bamboo to
metal was, at least currently, impracti-
cal due to a lack of technical support
and skilled personnel, Chio said.

Construction scaffolding
net standards in Hong
Kong and Macau

In  Macau, the industry
predominantly uses scaffolding mesh
with fire-resistant properties which
typically melt rather than ignite
when exposed to fire and can be

<

reused 10 to 20 times, Chio said.
Chio noted that he has visited
Hong Kong construction sites
several times for exchanging
information, noticing that Hong
Kong’s scaffolding mesh market
comprises a mix of rather different
qualities, with some contractors
using inferior, non-fire-resistant
nets, which he described as
flimsy, mosquito-net-like material,
compromising overall safety.

Smoking illegal on
construction sites

According to Macau’s tobacco
control law, which took effect
on January 2012, smoking at the
workplace is prohibited. Violators
face a fine of 1,500 patacas.

Chiounderlined thatconstruction
workers are allowed to smoke
during designated break times
and that construction sites employ
their own safety staff. However,
he acknowledged, government
inspectors monitoring construction
sites are unable to achieve full
coverage, leading to some workers
smoking in hidden areas. Chio
also said a key issue was the
inconsistency between government
regulations and individual site rules,
creating confusion and compliance
difficulties for workers, such as
concerning safety harnesses.

Local bamboo scaffold-
ing’s workforce situation
Chio noted that the local scaf-
folding sector’s workforce comprises
about 200 non-resident workers
(NWRs) with only around 10 local
workers physically able to set up
scaffolding, most of whom are over
60 years old, including the most
experienced practitioner one who
has worked 63 years in the trade.
The NRWs in the scaffolding

This photo taken yesterday shows a construction site
on Rua Cidade do Porto (% & f51) covered by bamboo
scaffolding and mesh.

- Photo: Armindo Neves

Macau Scaffolders Union President Chio Tak Sio poses
in front of scaffolding net while holding a piece at Kiu
Kwong Building, which is undergoing renovation, on Rua
Graciosa in Areia Preta district on Friday.

- Photo: Ida Cheong

industry earn a daily wage of around
800 patacas, while local workers’
daily salary amounts to 1,300-1,400
patacas, with foremen earning
up to 1,500 patacas, said Chio,
who admitted that the scaffolding
industry is unable to attract local
recruits. He added that the sector’s
core challenges are a critical
talent shortage, lack of flexible
labour allocation, and insufficient
government support in areas like
dedicated storage areas, subsidised
training programmes, and sector-
specific labour policies, all of which
was driving up operational costs for
the companies.

Chio suggested that labour
recruitment, site-specific  safety
rules and harmonisation of trade
rules and government regulations
should be optimised, including
the simplification of “impractical”
safety requirements, aiming to
better reflect the realities of bamboo
scaffolding work. B (More on p.6)

*Bamboo scaffolding is a type
of temporary structure used in
construction, maintenance, and
access work. Its primary components
are poles made of bamboo (typically
the species Bambusa pervariabilis
or  Phyllostachys), which are
securely tied together using plastic
or nylon strips (having largely
replaced traditional bamboo strips)
to form a sturdy, flexible framework.
— DeepSeck

**4ccording to  UNESCO,
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
refers the practices, representations,
expressions,  knowledge,  skills
— as well as the instruments,
objects, artefacts and cultural
spaces associated therewith — that
communities, groups and, in some
cases, individuals recognise as
part of their cultural heritage. -
DeepSeek
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Filipinos celebrate 4 Parol Festival in Macau,
delivering Christmas cheer to community

Interview by Rui Pastorin

A day of music, dance and
Christmas celebrations took place
yesterday in Praga da Amizade*
(KFitBiYy) yesterday as members
of the local Filipino community
gathered for a lively fourth edition
of the “Parol Festival Macau” or
“Lantern Festival 2025”.

The Parol Festival, aka the Giant
Lantern Festival (“Ligligan Parul” in
the Kapampangan dialect), celebrates
the traditional Christmas lantern
“parol” and is typically held leading
up to Christmas Day. The event
primarily takes place in the city of
San Fernando Pampanga, with the
parol (from Spanish word for lantern,
“farol”) representing “the Star of
Bethlehem, guiding people towards
hope and joy during the Christmas
season”, according to Al chatbot Poe.
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Featured at yesterday’s event
were several booths showcasing
Filipino culture and the festive
season, along with those run by
different groups and associations.
Snacks were also on offer, while
dance performances, including one
that featured Filipino fast-food icon
Jollibee, were also held, all under an
atmosphere that had many revellers
singing and dancing along.

The annual Christmas activity’s
main goal is to bring the festival to
Macau to let Filipinos living in the
city feel like they were celebrating
it back home, Mark Anthony Cruz,
representing event co-organiser
Kapampangan Association in Macau
(KAM), told the Post yesterday after-
noon, noting that the event highlights
included the lantern festival, lantern
making and its competitions.

Members of the local Filipino community pose for pictures in front of the booths set
up in Praga da Amizade (/=i ¥ 15;) for the 4™ “Parol Festival in Macau”.

- Photo: Rui Pastorin

Gathering a number of Filipinos
from the various groups in the
city, along with curious onlookers,
Cruz said that this year’s event had
around 500 attendees at the time of
the interview, noting that previous
years had seen upward of up to
over 700 people. Taking place in a
central area, yesterday’s event also
saw visitors including those from
the mainland and elsewhere, with
Cruz adding: “There were a lot [of
tourists]. They are also dancing with
us”, with some passing by to check
the event out.

Meanwhile, Cruz also underlined
the supportive non-local community
in Macau when it comes to hosting
events: “We have a minority
community that supports each other.
Every time there’s an event by one
group, it gets the support of the 38
different associations in Macau,
including the Vietnamese, Nepalese,
Indonesians and  those  from
Myanmar”, with the event being no
exception. “This is the support to the
fellow minority community from
Macau”, Cruz concluded.

According to yesterday’s event
poster, the one-day event featured
Philippine Consul General Edna May
G. Lazaro as guest speaker, while
Caritas Macau Secretary-General
Paul Pun Chi Meng and Legislative
Assembly (AL) member Chan Lai
Kei attended as invited guests. B

* Praca da Amizade (“Friend-
ship Square”) is colloquially known
as Sintra Square

Bacillus cereus found in tofu

Armindo Neves

The Macau Municipal Affairs
Bureau (IAM) announced in a
statement on Saturday that it
has been informed that a certain
product of tofu pudding may be
contaminated with Bacillus cereus*.

According to the statement,
through a routine food inspection,
the bureau detected an excessive
amount of Bacillus cereus in a
“Salty Cheese Milk Tofu Pudding”
(Whl 2 1 G 4%) sample taken from
a takeaway establishment.

The statement said that the bureau
immediately followed up on the
matter, ordering the take-away shop
to cease supplying any kind of tofu
pudding products. The establishment
has also been required to rectify the
production and handling procedures
concerning the problematic product
until they meet food safety and
hygiene standards and pass
re-inspection, the statement said.

The person in charge of the shop
has been instructed to arrange for staff
to attend the bureau’s “Food Hygiene
Supervision Course” to enhance
their awareness of hygiene practices
in food handling and preparation,
according to the statement.

The sample, according to the state-
ment, was collected from “Mutsin” on
Rua de Francisco Xavier Pereira ({4
F|Wil#r) in the “Three Lamps” neigh-
bourhood. The bureau also noted that
the problematic product was prepared
and sold directly at shop and was not

distributed to other businesses.

The statement said that according
to the “Microbiological Guidelines
for  Ready-to-eat  Food”, its
Bacillus cereus content reached an
“unsatisfactory” level. Based on the
on-site investigation, the food storage
temperatures and operating conditions
at shop were “not ideal”, posing a risk
of cross-contamination, the statement.

The statement noted that the
Bacillus cereus is widely present in
the natural environment. Improper
handling or storage of food during
production can increase the risk of
its growth and toxin production.
Generally, consuming food
contaminated with excessive Bacillus
cereus or its heat-stable toxins may
cause gastrointestinal ~ discomfort,
such as vomiting and diarrhoea.

Health alert about ‘Hello
Girl’ weight-loss product

The Pharmaceutical Adminis-
tration Bureau (ISAF) warned in a
statement on Thursday against tak-
ing weight loss capsules adulterated
with Western drug ingredients non-
compliant with local regulations,
resulting in certain side effects.

The bureau said that it took
action after receiving a warning
on Thursday from the Hong
Kong Department of Health (DH)
concerning the problematic gel.

The statement said that a weight-
loss product named “HELLO GIRL
time to show your figure” has been

pudding: IAM

found to contain the pharmaceutical
ingredients ~ “sibutramine”  and
“furosemide”.

According to the statement,
sibutramine has appetite-suppress-
ing effects. As this pharmaceuti-
cal ingredient increases the user’s
risk of cardiovascular diseases, the
import of any product containing
sibutramine is locally prohibited,
the statement said.

The statement also said that
furosemide is a diuretic, and its
side effects include dehydration,
tinnitus, electrolyte imbalance, and
cardiac arrhythmia.

The statement said that accord-
ing to records, the bureau has never
approved the import or sale of the
“HELLO GIRL” product in Macau. ®

*Its Latin name describes
the bacterium as a tiny, rod-
shaped organism that has a waxy
appearance. — DeepSeek
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This undated handout photo provided
by the Pharmaceutical Administration
Bureau (ISAF) on Thursday shows the
“Hello Girl” weight-loss capsules with
Western drug ingredients.
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Macau holds memorial

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai adjusts the ribbons during Saturday morning’s Nanjing
Massacre memorial ceremony at the Public Security Forces’ Academy in Coloane.
- Photo: GCS

Staff Reporter

The local government held a
memorial ceremony on Saturday
morning at the Public Security Forces’
Academy in Coloane to mourn the
victims of the Nanjing Massacre.

Chief Executive Sam Hou
Fai and the director of the Liai-
son Office of the Central People’s
Government in the Macau Special
Administrative  Region (MSAR),
Zheng Xincong, along with other
principal officials and representa-
tives from various sectors of soci-
ety, as well as teachers and students,
attended the ceremony in Coloane.
Around 450 people were present.

The participants sang the

national anthem, and an honour
guard laid wreaths on the
memorial platform. Sam and other
officials stepped forward to adjust
the ribbons and bow, followed by a
moment of silence.

This year marks the 80"
anniversary of the victory in the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression.

The Nanjing Massacre took place
when Japanese troops captured the
then-Chinese capital on December
13, 1937. Over the course of six
weeks, they killed approximately
300,000 Chinese civilians and
unarmed soldiers in one of the most
barbaric episodes of World War I1. B

Macau’s recorded crime cases
drop 7.1 pctin Jan-Sept

Staff Reporter

Macau’s police forces launched
10,058 criminal investigations in
the first three quarters of this year,
a year-on-year decrease of 7.1 per-
cent, Secretary for Security Chan
Tsz King announced during a press
conference at his office in the former
S. Francisco Barracks on Friday.

Chan, a former chief public pros-
ecutor who succeeded Wong Sio
Chak at the helm of Macau’s pub-
lic security services in September,
stressed that Macau’s overall public
security situation has remained sta-
ble and favourable this year. Wong
now heads the Administration and
Justice portfolio.

Chan underlined that crimes
that concern civil society the
most — such as serious violent
crime, theft, robbery, fraud, and
cybercrime — have continued to
show a downward trend, reflecting
the effectiveness of the various
police forces’ crime prevention and
crime-fighting efforts. The police
investigated two homicides in the
first nine months of this year.

Chan noted that 187 violent
crime cases were recorded between
January and September, down by
11 per cent year-on-year. He also
revealed that during police operations
and criminal investigations, 4,475
individuals were arrested and
transferred to the Public Prosecution
Office (MP) for follow-up, an
increase of 8.8 percent.

A total of 48 drug trafficking

and dealing cases were recorded
in the first three quarters, 13 cases
more than in the same period last
year. Chan said the increase was
due to the discovery of a number of
cross-border drug trafficking cases,
thanks to reinforced external police
cooperation. He cited an incident at
the end of September in which 31
kilos of cannabis buds were seized,
with an estimated street value of
31.77 million patacas, marking the
largest cannabis smuggling case in
Macau'’s history.

On the anti-fraud front, Chan
underlined that by the end of
November this year, three fraud
cases associated with “deepfake”
Al technology had been detected by
the police, the first such local cases
in Macau discovered in April this
year. Chan stressed that while none
of the cases caused actual damage,
the public should remain alert.

According to Macau’s top
security official, the police recorded
1,737 gaming-industry-related
cases in the first nine months,
a year-on-year growth of 70.1
per cent. He attributed the steep
rise, among other factors, to the
enactment of amended legislation
targeting gaming crimes and illegal
currency exchange activities.

Chan also mentioned that 98
juvenile crime cases were recorded
in the first three quarters, an increase
of 7.7 per cent year-on-year,
involving 150 minors, 17 more than
in the same period last ycar. B
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This 2023 photo downloaded from Mung Animation’s Instagram page
yesterday shows pedestrians posing for photos with a life-size statue of
Ho Sio Chong in Avenida de Almeida Ribeiro.

Local animator Sam Kin Hang poses
in front of his stall near the Taipa

Market in OId Taipa Village last week.
- Photo: Khalel Vallo

Shell-less terrapin g
Ho Sio Chong
carries Macau stories
‘On His Back’

Khalel Vallo

From a childhood memory of a pet terrapin to a widely travelled original character, local animator Sam Kin
On his back Hang told the Post that he has spent more than a decade shaping Ho Sio Chong, a shell-less terrapin whose
quiet journey reflects imperfection, resilience and the city that the artist calls home.

Born and raised in Macau, Sam Kin Hang developed an early fascination with cartoons, particularly
Pokémon, which later guided his decision to study animation at university in Shanghai. Wanting to turn his
creation into “something that could move,” he chose animation as his medium and began exploring how
personal experience could translate into storytelling.

The origins of Ho Sio Chong trace back to Sam’s childhood. He once kept a terrapin that died accidentally,
leaving a lasting impression. That memory resurfaced during his university years, when he created an animated
short titled “On His Back”, using the terrapin as a vessel for emotion and reflection.

In the story, the terrapin is born without a shell and is rejected by others of his kind. Attempting to fit in,
he disguises himself with a shell, only to discover during a bus accident that his difference allows him to help
others. The moment becomes a turning point: the character no longer needs to hide his imperfection and instead
carries objects meaningful to him, from childhood memories to Macau street signs, turning vulnerability into
possibility.

Sam added that the character’s temperament mirrors Macau itself: slow-paced, relaxed and reflective.
Growing up near Dr. Sun Yat Sen Municipal Park, where he spent much of his childhood, shaped both his
memories and visual language.

“Macau’s residents are relatively leisurely and carefree,” he noted, adding that this quality aligns closely
with Ho Sio Chong’s personality. When Sam returned to Macau after his studies, he acknowledged the city’s
limited demand for animation, requiring him to balance other design work alongside his creative practice.

In 2018, Sam founded “Mung Animation”, a name drawn from the idea of planting beans, a metaphor for
staying grounded while exploring the future.

A defining moment came in 2023, where he was lucky to have an art installation in Avenida de Almeida
Ribeiro, symbolising a scene from “On His Back” where Ho Sio Chong waited for the bus.

Since then, the character has appeared in exhibitions and activities across Macau, Hong Kong, China’s
Taiwan region and the Chinese mainland, even though the character is intentionally simple and imperfect.

Looking ahead, Sam hopes to continue expanding his character’s world by developing new characters and
deeper narratives, using animation to express personal emotions while introducing Macau to wider audiences.
He aims to invite people not only to discover his stories, but also to experience the quiet corners of Macau
that shaped them.

These images provided by Mung Animation yesterday
show stills from its “On His Back” short animation.

This image downloaded from Mung Animation’s Instagram page yesterday shows multiple versions of the character
Ho Sio Chong carrying Macau-themed backpacks.
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New pilot smoking-free points slated for next year

'8 Kong e Macay
d Macag

Kong an

AT 8

Health Bureau (SSM) Director Alvis Lo lek

Long poses during yesterday’s 12" “Cross-
Strait, Hong Kong and Macau Tobacco Control
Conference”, at the Macau Fisherman’s Wharf
Convention and Exhibition Centre in Nape.

- Photo: Ida Cheong

Ida Cheong

Health Bureau (SSM) Director Alvis Lo Iek
Long told reporters yesterday that his bureau
will launch a new pilot programme to test
designated smoking points on the peripheries
of non-smoking areas next year, such as
within 10 metres of school gates or near bus
stops, while exploring models for Designated
Smoking Area (DSA) zones, adding that his
bureau continues to revise tobacco control
laws to address challenges to tackle the issue of
smoking while walking in the street.

Someone smoking while walking in
the street are known as fire-truck head in
Cantonese slang.

Dr Lo made the remarks on the sidelines
of the one-day 12" “Cross-Strait, Hong Kong
and Macau Tobacco Control Conference” at
the Macau Fisherman’s Wharf Convention

shared healthy future.

Dr Lo noted that the first pilot will
be launched along Alameda Dr. Carlos
d’Assumpgio (REAEY) in Nape, use
ground markings and signs instead of physical
barriers to divide the smoking areas. The
initiative will rely on persuasion before the
law is formally implemented, with future
refinements to be made based on feedback from
community associations and the public, Lo said.

Dr Lo said in a speech during yesterday’s
conference that Macau has made significant
progress in tobacco control, such as establishing
smoke-free zones near three schools and
one nursery, with plans to expand coverage,
increasing the health warning size on tobacco
packaging to 75 percent with standardised
fonts on the packets, and implementing plain
packaging to reduce appeal. Macau has also

dropped from 16.9 percent to 11.6 percent,
surpassing the World Health Organisation
(WHO) target ahead of schedule, Dr Lo said,
adding that the youth smoking rate has fallen
to 3.8 percent.

Moreover, 10 public health centres are
providing integrated traditional Chinese and
Western medicine smoking cessation counselling,
all of them showing a service uptake, Dr Lo said,
adding that in the first nine months of this year,
3,599 people used the service.

Flu peak season

Pointing out that Macau is right now
going through its peak influenza period, Dr Lo
pointed out that over 30 percent of patients with
respiratory symptoms and fever are confirmed
cases of Influenza A, adding that vaccination
efforts are continuing, with nearly 180,000

and Exhibition Centre. About 380 public
health professionals and officials from the four
Chinese regions — Chinese mainland, Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macau — participated, aiming
to strengthen collaboration on building a

Australia’s Kip Foster
wins Int’l Kart Grand Prix -
IAME Asia Final

Khalel Vallo

According to a statement pro-
vided by the Sports Bureau (ID)
yesterday, the 2025 Macau Interna-
tional Kart Grand Prix, also known
as 2025 TAME Asia Final, concluded
yesterday in Coloane Karting Track,
bringing together top karting talents
from across Asia and abroad, with
Australia’s Kip Foster winning the
competition’s Master category.

The competition was co-organised
by the bureau, the Automobile
General Association of Macao-China,
OTK Kart Asia and IAME Asia,
and sponsored by integrated resort
operator Sands China Limited.

9-year-old Thai wins
Cadet category

The statement noted that
Thailand’s 9-year-old Max Zvarich
won the Cadet category, followed
by Mason Kwong of Hong Kong,
and Ava Lawrence from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

Meanwhile, in the Junior
category, Italy’s Andrea Galimberti

claimed victory, followed by Axel
Nocom from the Philippines in
second place and Australia’s Jay
Kostecki in third, the statement said.

The Senior category was led
by Thailand’s Toby Gale, who
secured first place, the statement
said, adding that Spain’s Aaron
Lopez finished second, while Italy’s
Danny Carenini took third.

In the Master category, Australians
took the top two podium positions,
with Foster winning the race and
Luke Armstrong finishing second, the
statement noted, adding that Italy’s
Davide Fore claimed third place.

The statement said that the
prizes were awarded to the winners
of the different categories after the
races finished in Coloane.

According to the bureau, guests
in attendance included its Acting
President See Lei Si Leng, Roberto
Carlos Osorio, president of the
Automobile General Association of
Macao-China, and Vong Ka Kun,
head of the bureau’s Major Sporting
Events Department. B

This handout photo provided by the Sports Bureau (ID) yesterday shows Acting
President See Lei Si Leng (front, right) and President of the Automobile General
Association of Macao-China Roberto Carlos Osério (front, left), posing with the
winners of the Master’s category of the 2025 IAME Asia Final - (from first to fifth)
Australia’s Kip Foster and Luke Armstrong, Italy’s Davide Fore (absent), Thailand’s
Werasak Aiemwichan, and Hong Kong’s Francis’ Yik Ka-chun at the Coloane Karting
Track yesterday.

enforced a complete ban on the import and
export of e-cigarettes since 2022, alongside
tightened controls on online sales, Dr Lo said.

Meanwhile, the
Macau’s population aged 15 and above has

against

smoking rate among

doses administered this season. He urged
residents who have not yet been inoculated
influenza (especially the elderly,
children, and those with chronic diseases) to be
vaccinated as soon as possible. B

Collectors, fans gather at 2-day Anime
Friends’ Second-Hand Flea Market

Interview by Rui Pastorin

Anime fans and toy lovers from
Macau and elsewhere converged
on the outdoor area of 10 Fantasia
gallery on Calgada da Igreja de S.
Lézaro (JiiRHE) this weekend
as several booths sold second-
hand and vintage items, with the
declared goal not being to make a
profit but to connect with the wider
community.

Organised by the “Macau
Animation and Comics Play
Association” ([ H)i& I 17), the
two-day “‘Anime Friends’ Second-
Hand Flea Market” was held for
the fifth year and featured toys and
a variety of other collectibles such
as classic video games, plushies
and posters.

Each of the items came from the
collections of a tight community of
long-time enthusiasts, whether it’s
an over 20-year-old sealed vintage
anime colouring book or an
unopened American action figure
from the 2010s or even some newly
released and unopened items,
association Chairman Edward Loi
(7mR%E) told the Post yesterday
afternoon.

Collectors accumulate various
items as they continue to buy the
things that they love. And over
time, space becomes limited. That’s
what gave Loi the idea of starting an
event that brings together collectors
to sell or even exchange some of
the things they’ve gathered. In the
process, connections and friendships
between event participants are
hoped to be made while selling their
items to fairgoers, with Loi pointing
out that that’s in the name of the
annual activity.

“This is for making new friends.
It’s not only a market”, being
instead a place where fairgoers
and sellers can do things like get
to know each other, reminisce on
shared nostalgia, or even talking
about the history and shared love
for a franchise as well as how they
first came across a certain item

last day of the ““Anime Friends’ Second-Hand Flea Market”. — Photos: Rui Pastorin

they are now selling. “They can
buy and they can talk about how
much they like it”.

While there wasn’t much
difference in terms of attendees
this year and previous editions, Loi
added that their group annually
receives quite a few messages
from different places, mostly from
enthusiasts and collectors from the
Chinese mainland, asking about
when the next edition of the flea

market would be held in the hopes
of buying more vintage items and
make more connections.

Loi said that he hopes that the
event can continue to be held at least
once every year. They also hope that
more tourists can see beyond the
things that Macau is known for by
visiting the event, where they might
discover and form friendships with
the city’s group of collectors and
anime fans. B
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Man, 55, critical with
influenza B: SSM

Ida Cheong

The Health Bureau (SSM)
announced in a statement yesterday
that a 55-year-old local man with
chronic diseases is in a critical
condition caused by influenza A.

According to the statement,
the patient developed a fever last
Sunday and sought medical attention
at the public Conde de S. Januario
Hospital Centre for respiratory
symptoms on Wednesday including
fever, runny nose, and sore throat.

The statement noted that he tested
positive for Influenza A that same day,
adding that his condition deteriorated
on Friday with the onset of breathing
difficulties and chest pain, leading to

FARE
RATIERE

Prevention
of Seasonal

This poster downloaded from the
website of Hong Kong’s Centre for
Health Protection (CHP) yesterday gives
advice on preventing the flu.

another hospital visit and observation
in the emergency department.

On Saturday, he developed
pneumonia, was admitted to the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU), and
yesterday still required ventilator
support, the statement said, adding
that his condition was serious.

The statement pointed out that
the patient, who lives alone, had
received this season’s influenza
vaccination earlier this month.

Cluster of flu-like illness

Meanwhile, according to an
SSM statement yesterday, a cluster
of an influenza-like illness at the
Lar de Nossa Sra. da Penha, a
children’s centre, on Estrada D.
Jodo Paulino (PHEVFAIATEER),
involving four residents (two males
and two females).

The statement added that the
patients began showing symptoms
of upper respiratory tract infection,
such as fever, cough, and runny
nose on Tuesday. All have sought
medical care, and their conditions
are described as mild with no severe
complications, the statement said.

According to rapid testing, two
of the patients were confirmed to
have contracted Influenza A and one
Influenza B.

The statement added that the
centre has implemented enhanced
cleaning, disinfection, and ventila-
tion measures. B
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such individuals.
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No. 4 Ramal Dos Mouros R/C, Macau
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Notice

The Board of Directors of the Islamic Association of Macau was
informed on 9 December 2025 that, without the Association’s knowledge
or authorisation, an individual published a “Notice’ in Page B3 of Macao
Daily News on 9 December 2025 using the title ‘Chairperson of the
Supervisory Board of the Islamic Association of Macau’. The contents
of this unauthorised ‘Notice’ includes suspending the duties of the
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and three Members of the Macau Islamic
Association Board of Directors, and declaring Committee Secretary
BIN AMIR ABDUL HALEK JUNAS (EH%:%) as the new Committee
Chairperson, is hereinafter referred to as the “Notice’.

The Association categorically opposes and condemns the entirety of this
‘Notice’, and hereby clarifies as follows:

Pursuant to Macao law and the Association’s Articles of Association,
the Supervisory Board of the Macao Islamic Association, as an internal
body of the Association, do not have the right to represent the Association,
suspend any member’s duties, nor appoint a Chairperson. The ‘Notice’
does not constitute a decision of the Association.

Consequently, the “Notice’ and its contents produces no legal effect.
The Association urges all parties to note that the “Notice’ is untrue.

The Association strongly condemns those responsible for disseminating
this unlawful information and reserves the right to take legal action against

HPRHTNEH U HEERLREER

Board of Directors of the Islamic Association of Macau

Macau Post Office Box No. 1921

It Website : wvww.lam.org.mo
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2025 Walk for a Million raises

over 17 million patacas

\

\
\}

Tony Wong

The 42 edition of the Macau
Walk for a Million, organised by
the Charity Fund from the Readers
of Macao Daily News, was held
yesterday, having attracted about
40,000 participants and raised over
17 million patacas.

The fund’s chairwoman, Tina
Ho Teng Iat, reported the numbers
while speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of the walk.

The Chinese-language Macao
Daily News is the city’s top-selling
newspaper.

As last year, this year’s three-
kilometre walk started near the
Kun Jam statue on Avenida Dr.

Sun Yat-Sen at 10 a.m., travelling
along the avenue, before arriving
in Praga do Lago Sai Van, i.c., the
square outside Macau Tower, from
where it travelled along Avenida
Panoramica do Lago Sai Van and
turned into Rua de S. Tiago da
Barra outside the Pousada de Sao
Tiago hotel, before arriving at the
destination outside Ma Kok (A-Ma)
Temple in Barra.

The walk’s ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, which took place at the
starting point just before 10 a.m.,
was officiated by dignitaries such
as Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai,
Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference (CPPCC)

Chief Executive Sam
Hou Fai (centre) salutes
a scout troop while
walking on Avenida
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in
Nape during yesterday
morning’s Walk for
a Million as CPPCC
National Committee
Vice Chairman Edmund
Ho Hau Wah (right next
to Sam) waves and
Charity Fund from the
Readers of Macao Daily
News Chairwoman Tina
Ho Teng lat (left next to
Sam) looks on.

- Photo: GCS

National Committee Vice Chair-
man Edmund Ho Hau Wah, Cen-
tral People’s Government Liaison
Office in Macau Deputy Director
Huang Liuquan, Foreign Ministry
Acting Commissioner Cheng Lei,
and Legislative Assembly (AL)
President André Cheong Weng
Chon.

The walk route was shortened
to the current version last year.
Previously, the walk turned into
Avenida da Republica en route
to the destination at Barra via
Avenida Doutor Stanley Ho after
travelling past Praca do Lago Sai
Van, with a total length of about
four kilometres. m

‘Let’s Hang Out’ bazaar promotes local PSC
products in Guangzhou

Khalel Vallo

The “2025 Let’s Hang Out —
Lusophone and Macao Products
Bazaar” in Guangzhou, jointly
organised by the Commerce and
Investment Promotion Institute
(IPIM) and the Guangzhou
Committee of the China Council
for the Promotion of International
Trade, concluded yesterday after a
three-day run in the North Square
of Guangzhou’s Grandview Mall,
which drew many visitors and
strong business interests, according
to an IPIM statement.

According to the Friday
statement, the bazaar was held
between Friday and yesterday,
marking the first time the “Let’s
Hang Out” series expanded beyond
Macau and Hengqin to Guangzhou.

The event featured 26 Macau
small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMESs), presenting more than 200
products from Portuguese-speaking
countries (PSCs) and Macau,
including beverages, snacks, tinned
food, aromatic goods, accessories,
cultural and creative items, and daily
necessities, the statement noted.

Among the  participating
enterprises, four joined the event
for the first time, while several
launched new products on-site, the
statement said.

According to IPIM, its
promotional pricing attracted much
attention, with selected items offered
at discounts of more than 20 percent
and some products priced as low

Ny

This handout photo provided by the Commerce and Investment Promotion

Institute (IPIM) on Friday shows people visiting a stall featuring products from
Portuguese-speaking countries (PSCs) and Macau during the first “2025 Let’s
Hang Out - Lusophone and Macao Products Bazaar” at the North Square of the

Grandview Mall in Guangzhou on Friday.

as one yuan. In order to broaden
exposure and sales channels,
the event also incorporated live-
streaming sessions hosted by internet
influencers, the statement added.
The programme combined
commerce with culture, featuring
Portuguese  songs, traditional
folk dances, Brazilian samba
drumming, and other performances,
the statement said. In addition,
there were free artistic workshops,
including wine tasting and frisbee
activities, held by prior registration.
The bazaar recorded an
“enthusiastic”  response  from
residents, buyers, and tourists, the
statement noted. Guangzhou visitors

said the event’s blend of PSCs’
cultural elements made it suitable
for family outings and weekend
shopping, while first-time Macau
exhibitors expressed optimism about
expanding into the Guangzhou and
Greater Bay Area (GBA) markets,
the statement added.

Held in more than 10 places
to date, the “Let’s Hang Out”
series continues to promote PSCs’
culture and Macau products in
Chinese mainland markets, the
statement noted, concluding that
it aimed to strengthen Macau’s
role as a service platform for trade
cooperation between China and
PSCs. m
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Chinese ambassador to Germany Deng Hongbo speaks at a symposium on China-
Germany relations in Berlin on Friday. Deng called on China and Germany to deepen
mutual trust and jointly write a new chapter of friendship. The one-day symposium

was hosted Friday by the Chinese Embassy in the German capital.

- Xinhua

China to roll out incremental
policies next year in response
to evolving circumstances

BEIJING - China will in
2026 introduce and implement
incremental policies in response
to unfolding circumstances, Han
Wenxiu, executive deputy director of
the Office of the Central Committee
for Financial and Economic Affairs,
said on Saturday.

Since the meeting held by the
Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee
in September 2024, China has
successively introduced and
implemented a series of policies and
measures, Han said.

He noted that it is necessary to
give full play to the integrated effect
of existing policies and incremental
policies in a coordinated manner,
and promote stable and sound
economic development next year.

These remarks were made
at a forum hosted by the China
Center for International Economic
Exchanges.

Next year, efforts will be made
to maintain stable economic growth
while ensuring overall stability
in employment and prices, basic
equilibrium in the international
balance of payments, and an
increase in household incomes
commensurate with that growth,
Han said.

Han noted that China will
continue to implement a more
proactive fiscal policy and a
moderately loose monetary policy
next year, and will enhance the
consistency of macro policy
orientation and the effectiveness of
policy implementation.

As China moves towards the
goal of basically achieving socialist
modernization, there  remains
substantial room for investment in
the country’s urbanization, sci-tech
innovation, industrial upgrading,
and improvement of people’s
livelihoods, Han said.

The implementation of major
projects slated for the 15" Five-Year
Plan period (2026-2030) if conditions
permit should be advanced, and
their role as key drivers should be
leveraged to effectively stimulate
private investment and stabilize
overall investment growth, he said.

The underlying conditions and
fundamental trends  sustaining
China’s  long-term  economic
growth remain unchanged, he said,
adding that efforts should be made
to strengthen confidence, leverage
the strengths, rise to challenges,
continuously  consolidate  and
expand the positive momentum of
steady economic growth. — Xinhua
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Tourists walk past a bookstore at a leisure vacation resort in Lengshui Town of
Shizhu Tujia Autonomous County, Chongqing Municipality, on Saturday., Lengshui,
with an average altitude of about 1,400 meters and a forest coverage rate of about
85 percent, is rich in ecological resources. In recent years, the town has built
characteristic homestays, and developed leisure sightseeing, effectively utilizing

rural resources and boosting the tourism industry.

- Xinhua
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All scaffolding mesh must be

Tony Wong

Secretary for Transport and
Public Works Raymond Tam Vai
Man yesterday underlined the Macau
government’s  requirements  for
scaffolding mesh at all construction
sites and building renovation projects
in the city to be fire-retardant.

Tam made the remarks while
speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of yesterday’s charity
event “Walk for a Million”.

Tam noted that in May this
year, an interdepartmental working
group, consisting of public entities
such as the Lands and Urban
Construction Bureau (DSSCU), the
Public Works Bureau (DSOP), the
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL),
the Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM), and the Fire Services
Bureau (CB), already drew up a set
of new guidelines on construction
site safety, including mandatory
requirements  for  scaffolding
nets to be made of fire-retardant
materials.

Currently, Tam said, scaffolding

fire-retardant: Tam

Secretary for Transport and Public
Works Raymond Tam Vai Man speaks to
reporters on the Nape waterfront on the
sidelines of yesterday’s charity event

“Walk for a Million”, - Photo: GCS

nets used at construction sites
of all public projects must be
issued with a certificate proving
their fire-resistant capability, and
constructors must carry out tests
to confirm the nets’ fire-resistant
capability.

Moreover, Tam said that from
now on, the new guidelines on
construction site safety will be
formally listed in government-
issued construction permits for all
projects, both public and private.

The policy secretary also under-
lined that the interdepartmental work-
ing group will continue to strengthen
inspections of construction sites and
building renovation projects with
scaffolding in place across the city.

In addition to ensuring the use
of fire-retardant scaffolding mesh,
Tam said, the government will
continue to ensure that constructors
always implement appropriate
safety measures for hazardous
operations such as welding.

Tam also said that he recently
had a meeting with representatives
of six major  associations
representing the city’s construction
sector, urging the industry to strictly
observe site-safety regulations,
adding that he received “positive”
responses from the representatives
on the matter. m

China steps up cultural heritage protection
to keep its past alive for the future

Analysis

BEIJING — China, a civilization
with more than 5,000 years of history,
is accelerating efforts to protect and
carry forward its cultural heritage
through stronger institutions, new
technologies, expanding public
cultural services, and deeper
international cooperation.

From 2021 to 2025, four cultural
sites — namely the Beijing Central
Axis, an ensemble of ancient
landmark structures; the Cultural
Landscape of Old Tea Forests of
Jingmai Mountain in Pu’er; the
Xixia Imperial Tombs dating from
the 11™ to 13" centuries; and the
ancient maritime trade center of
Quanzhou — were added to the
UNESCO World Heritage List.
Boasting a total of 60 sites, the
country now ranks second globally,
just behind Italy with 61 sites.

According to Xie Bing, deputy
head of the National Cultural
Heritage Administration (NCHA),
steady progress is being made to
nominate additional sites, including
Jingdezhen’s handmade porcelain
industry heritage sites in Jiangxi,
the Sanxingdui and Jinsha ruins
in Sichuan, the ancient waterfront
towns south of the Yangtze River,
and the Maritime Silk Road.

Behind the expansion of
China’s World Heritage roster is
a growing national commitment
to cultural heritage preservation.
China has proposed advancing
cultural heritage protection more
systematically and placing it under
unified supervision and inspection
during the 2026-2030 development
period.

This move builds on changes
over the past five years, as
the country moves away from
a model focused mainly on

emergency restoration toward one
that integrates both rescue and
preventive conservation, while
placing greater emphasis on the
meaningful use of cultural relics.

The legal framework has been
strengthened. Sun Deli, deputy head
of the NCHA, noted that China has
now established a comprehensive
legal system centered on the
Law on the Protection of
Cultural Relics, supported by six
administrative  regulations, 10
ministerial rules and more than 400
local regulations.

In March, a revised cultural
relics protection law came into
force, reaffirming the principles
of prioritizing protection,
strengthening management, and
unlocking the value of cultural
heritage. A series of policy
documents at both national and local
levels has ensured that territorial
spatial planning aligns with cultural
relics protection requirements.

Technological innovation has
become another pillar of heritage
protection. Satellite ~ remote
sensing, drone-based aerial surveys
and Al-powered data analysis now
enable continuous monitoring of
the conditions of heritage sites,
allowing risks to be detected and
addressed at an early stage.

Digital technology is also
transforming public access to
cultural heritage. At the Longmen
Grottoes in Henan, inscribed on
the UNESCO World Heritage List
in 2000, more than two decades of
3D scanning and photogrammetry
have created detailed digital
archives of its Buddhist sculptures.
In Gansu Province, the Dunhuang
Academy has released high-
definition images of 30 Mogao
Grottoes — a World Heritage site

since 1987 — allowing global
audiences to explore the ancient
caves virtually.

Meanwhile, expanding public
cultural services have made
heritage more accessible. Across
China, more than 7,000 museums
— over 91 percent offering free
admission — now receive nearly
1.5 billion visits annually. The
country has also developed 65
national archaeological site parks
and more than 200 themed cultural
relic tourism routes, linking urban
and rural areas through shared
historical and cultural resources.

China has expanded its
international cooperation on cultural
heritage preservation. It has taken
the lead in establishing the Alliance
for Cultural Heritage in Asia — the
continent’s first intergovernmental
organization in the field — as well
as the International Organization
for Standardization’s technical
committee on cultural heritage
conservation.

From 2021 to 2025, Chinese
specialists have carried out six
conservation and  restoration
projects in four countries, while
49 joint archaeological programs
involving 28 countries and regions
were  launched,  contributing
Chinese expertise to global
heritage protection.

Efforts to recover lost cultural
relics have also yielded results.
Over the past five years, 35 batches
totaling 537 cultural relics and
artworks lost overseas have been

brought back to China.
“We will continue to improve
institutional arrangements and

strengthen coordination among all
parties to bring more lost cultural
relics home,” said Xie from the
NCHA. — Xinhua
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Thailand confirms first civilian killed in week
of Cambodia fighting

Suy Se with Chayanit Itthipongmae-
tee in Buriram, Thailand and Tha-
naporn Promyamyai in Bangkok

BANTEAY MEANCHEY -
Thailand  yesterday announced
its first civilian death in a week
of fighting with Cambodia, as
international efforts fail to stop
violence that has forced hundreds of
thousands from their homes.

The latest killing comes a day
after Bangkok denied US President
Donald Trump’s claim that a truce
had been agreed between the
Southeast Asian neighbours.

The conflict, rooted in a colonial-
era demarcation dispute along their
800-kilometre border, has displaced
around 800,000 people, officials said.

“I have been here for six days and
I feel sad that the fighting continues,”
63-year-old Sean Leap told AFP at
an evacuation centre in Cambodia’s
border province of Banteay Meanchey.

“I want it to stop,” he said,

adding he was worried about his
home and livestock.

At least 27 people have been
killed, including 15 Thai soldiers
and 11 Cambodian civilians, officials
said yesterday.

A Thai civilian killed in Sisaket
province was the first non-military
death recorded in the country since
the latest round of fighting began
on December 7, health ministry
spokesman Ekachai Piensriwatchara
confirmed to AFP.

The Thai army said the 63-year-
old man was killed by shrapnel after
Cambodian forces fired rockets into
a civilian area.

Each side has blamed the other
for instigating the clashes, claiming
self-defence and trading accusations
of attacks on civilians.

Trump, who earlier backed a
truce and follow-on agreement, said
Friday the two countries had agreed
to stop fighting.

But Thai leaders later said no
ceasefire deal was made, and both
governments said yesterday that
clashes were ongoing.

Thai defence ministry
spokesman Surasant Kongsiri said
Cambodia shelled and bombed
several border provinces overnight.

The Thai military has imposed a
curfew from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. [local time]
in parts of Sa Kaeo and Trat provinces.

Cambodia, which is outgunned
and outspent by Thailand’s military,
said Thai forces had shelled and
launched air strikes on Cambodian
territory near the border yesterday.

Closed border crossings

After Trump’s promised truce
did not come to pass, Cambodia shut
its border crossings with Thailand on
Saturday, leaving migrant workers
stranded.

Under a makeshift tent at an
evacuation site in Cambodia’s

Banteay Meanchey, Cheav Sokun
told AFP her husband in Thailand
wanted to return home.

She and her son left Thailand
alongside tens of thousands of other
Cambodian migrant workers during
deadly clashes in July, but her
spouse stayed to work as a gardener
with his “good Thai boss”.

“He asked me to return first. After
that, the border was closed so he cannot
come back,” the 38-year-old said.

In Thailand, officials said
yesterday that nine civilians have
died of non-combat-related causes
after evacuating from their homes.

The United States, China and
Malaysia, as chair of the regional
bloc ASEAN, brokered a ceasefire
in late July.

In October, Trump backed a
follow-on joint declaration between
Thailand and Cambodia, touting
new trade deals after they agreed to
prolong their truce.

But Thailand suspended the
agreement the following month,
after Thai soldiers were wounded
by landmines at the border.

Trump last week pledged he would
“make a couple of phone calls” to get
the earlier brokered truce back on track.

But Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul told journalists on
Saturday that Trump “didn’t mention
whether we should make a ceasefire”
during their Friday phone call.

Anutin said there were “no signs”
Trump would connect further US-
Thailand trade talks with the border
conflict, but also said the US president
had guaranteed Thailand would get
“better benefits than other countries”.

Thailand and Cambodia were
both facing eye-wateringly high
tariffs on their exports to the United
States earlier this year, but secured
reduced levies of 19 percent after
Trump intervened following the
July clashes. —AFP

A man pets his

cat on the porch

of his home in

an area where
lifelines are still
affected by a flash
flood about three
weeks ago in Aceh
Tamiang, Northern
Sumatra, yesterday.
Devastating floods
and landslides have
killed 1,006 people in
Indonesia, rescuers
said on Saturday as
the Southeast Asian
nation grapples with
the huge scale of
relief efforts.

- AFP

N Korea acknowledges its troops
cleared mines for Russia

Claire Lee

SEOUL — North Korea sent
troops to clear mines in Russia’s
Kursk region earlier this year,
leader Kim Jong Un said in a
speech carried on Saturday by state
media, a rare acknowledgement
by Pyongyang of the deadly tasks
assigned to its deployed soldiers.

Myanmar junta hits back at

YANGON — Myanmar’s military

government lashed back yesterday at
international criticism that branded
upcoming elections undemocratic,
but also hinted junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing could have a leadership role in
the post-poll government.

The junta snatched power in

a 2021 coup, toppling a civilian
government, jailing its leaders and
triggering a vicious civil war that has
consumed the country.

The military government is

overseeing phased polls set to start
on December 28, pledging a return

to democracy and a chance to end the

day deployment that started in
August, Kim said in his speech at
a welcome ceremony on Friday,
KCNA reported.

He awarded the deceased state
honours to “add eternal lustre” to
their bravery.

“All of you, both officers and
soldiers, displayed mass heroism

fallen soldier to pay his respects,
placing what appeared to be
medals and flowers beside images
of the dead.

The North Korean leader also
mentioned the “pain of waiting for
one hundred and twenty days in
which he had never forgotten the
beloved sons even for a moment.”

fighting.

However, international democracy

monitors have described the vote as an
exercise in rebranding military rule,
while the United Nations, Britain and
Thailand have said it will be neither
free nor fair.

“The election is being held for

Myanmar,” junta spokesman Zaw
Min Tun told a rare news conference
in Yangon. “It is not being held for
the international community.”

“Those who want to criticise may

criticism of military-run poll

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
declared martial law and has governed
the country as military chief since the
coup in February 2021.

He ended emergency rule this
summer, passing power to the
presidency in the run-up to the long-
promised polls. He also occupies that
office as acting president.

Asked whether the military chief
could have political aspirations after
the vote — expected to take around
one month — Zaw Min Tun cited his
“experience in state duties”.

“There are statements he has made
in the past saying that if the state assigns
him a duty, he will always apply his
experience for the country,” he said.

Rebels challenging military rule
have pledged to block the election
from the vast territories they control,
although the junta has waged a
withering pre-vote offensive.

The military has enforced harsh new
legislation in the ground it still holds,
punishing protest or speech against the
election with up to a decade in prison.

The National League for
Democracy party, which won the last

criticise,” he said. “We, however,
will proceed to achieve our original
objective, which is to return to a

polls in 2020 by a landslide, has been
dissolved and its leader, Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi,

North Korea has sent thousands
of'troops to support Russia’s nearly

overcoming unimaginable mental
and physical burdens almost

Killed in combat

four-year offensive in Ukraine,
according to South Korean and
Western intelligence agencies.

Analysts say Russia is giving
North Korea financial aid, military
technology, food and energy supplies
in return, allowing the diplomatically
isolated nation to sidestep tough
international sanctions on its nuclear
and missile programmes.

Hailing the return of an
engineering regiment, Kim noted
that they wrote “letters to their
hometowns and villages at breaks
of the mine-clearing hours”,
according to the Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA).

Nine members of the
regiment died during the 120-

every day,” Kim said.

The troops had been able to
“work a miracle of turning a vast
area of danger zone into a safe
and secure one in a matter of less
than three months”.

Images released by KCNA
showed a smiling Kim embracing
returned  soldiers, some of
whom appeared injured and in
wheelchairs, at the ceremony in
Pyongyang on Friday.

One of them looked visibly
emotional as Kim held his
head and hand while he sat in a
wheelchair in a military uniform.

Other images showed Kim
consoling families of the deceased
and kneeling before a portrait of a

Kim did not respond to an
offer from Donald Trump to meet
during the US President’s Asia
trip in October.

North Korea only confirmed in
April that it had deployed troops to
support Russia and that its soldiers
had been killed in combat.

At a previous ceremony in
August, images released by
KCNA showed an emotional Kim
embracing a returned solider who
appeared overwhelmed, burying
his face in the leader’s chest.

In early July, state media
showed a visibly emotional Kim
honouring flag-draped coffins,
apparently of the deceased
soldiers returning home. — AFP

multi-party democratic system.”

remains in junta detention. ~ — AFP

in Palawan province in the Philippines.

This photograph taken on December 3 shows a tourist boat off the coast of El Nido town

- AFP
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Sri Lankan lawmakers to meet to fast-track cyclone aid

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka’s parliament will
interrupt its recess to fast-track financial aid
needed for rebuilding after Cyclone Ditwabh,
which killed nearly 650 people, officials said
yesterday.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake had
said last week that the island nation would need
at least US$1.66 billion in 2026 — in addition
to the US$166 million he said the government
would spend this year — to rebuild and recover
from what he described as the “most challenging
natural disaster” to hit the country.

Parliament Speaker Jagath Wickramaratne
yesterday issued a notice for an urgent meeting
of the legislature, which had gone into recess
after approving the 2026 budget earlier this
month and was not scheduled to meet again
until January 6.

“I have summoned the parliament to meet
on Thursday (18") ... having been requested
so to do by the Hon. Prime Minister (Harini
Amarasuriya),” the Speaker said in a gazette

notification.

Officials at the country’s finance ministry told
AFP that the meeting was being held to approve
next year’s expenditure for cyclone recovery.

Official figures show that 643 people were
killed, with another 184 still missing, following
landslides and floods triggered by the cyclone.

At least 2.3 million people — just over 10

Over 200 liters of crude oil
leak into sea at Colombo Port

COLOMBO - Over 200 liters
of crude oil have leaked into the sea
due to a pipeline leak at the Colombo
Port, Sri Lanka’s Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation said yesterday.

The leak was detected in a
pipeline used to unload crude oil
from a fuel tanker at the first buoy
of the Colombo Port, the company
said.

Fuel wunloading through the
affected pipeline has been temporarily
suspended, and repair work is
currently underway to contain the
leak and prevent further spillage.

Meanwhile, the Sri Lanka Coast
Guard has launched an operation
to remove crude oil mixed with
seawater, deploying a vessel to carry
out cleanup activities in the affected
area. The Sri Lanka Navy is also
assisting the Coast Guard in the
containment and recovery efforts.

The Marine Environmental
Protection Authority said samples of
the leaked crude oil have been collected
and sent for laboratory testing.

There have been several oil leaks
in these pipelines in recent years.

— Xinhua

An artiste dressed as the Hindu goddess Kali takes part in a religious procession to
mark the fourth anniversary of the inauguration of the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor, in

Varanasi, India on Saturday.

- AFP

2 stabbed in central Fukuoka
in western Japan

TOKYO — Two people were
injured in a stabbing incident
yesterday in Fukuoka City in
Japan’s western prefecture of
Fukuoka, local media reported.

An emergency call was made
at around 5 p.m. local time that
two people were stabbed with what
appeared to be a knife by a man at
a shopping center in Chuo Ward,

Fukuoka City, public broadcaster
NHK reported.

Police arrived at the scene, finding
two people, a man and a woman,
injured, and they were taken to hospital
in a conscious state, the report said.

Police are investigating the
whereabouts of the man who fled
the scene on suspicion of attempted
murder. —Xinhua

A worker removes mud accumulated around buses near a landslide-affected area in the aftermath of
Cyclone Ditwah, in Maspanna, Sri Lanka on Saturday.

percent of the country’s population — were
affected by the devastating calamity. Nearly
75,000 people remain housed in state-run camps.

An official leading the recovery effort has

estimated that overall damage could cost up
to US$7 billion.

The United Nations last week set up a US$35.3
million fund to provide food and temporary
shelter to 658,000 of the worst-affected people.

The fund excludes reconstruction of
damaged infrastructure or private property
and focuses solely on immediate basic needs.

The United Nations’ top envoy to the
country, Marc-Andre Franche, said last week
US$9.5 million had already been secured, with
the European Union, Switzerland, Britain and
the United States among donors pledging funds.

The United Nations urged member states
and other donors to help raise the remaining
US$25.8 million.

A quarter of Sri Lanka’s population was
living in poverty when the cyclone struck,
Franche
community to assist the devastated nation.

said, wurging the international

_AFP Sri Lanka is also recovering from its
worst-ever financial crisis.

It defaulted on US$46 billion of external
debt in April 2022 and secured a US$2.9
billion bailout from the
Monetary Fund in early 2023.

International
—AFP

Afghan IOC member Asghari hopes Taliban
dialogue sparks women'’s rights U-turn

Pirate Irwin

PARIS —  Afghanistan’s
International Olympic Committee
member Samira Asghari has told
AFP that the Taliban authorities
need to realise that if they are ever
to be accepted internationally they
must respect the rights of women
to education and sport.

Asghari, who at 31 is living
in exile for the second time, does
however favour engaging with
Afghanistan’s rulers.

The Taliban government has
banned girls from schools beyond
the age of 12, and barred women
from most jobs and public services
— and from playing sport.

Asghari, who in 2018 became
Afghanistan’s first ever 10C
member, accepts her “situation is
quite challenging” and beating the
drum for Afghan women’s sport
“does require certain precautions”.

Nevertheless, the  former
international basketball player, like
many top Afghan women athletes,
is undeterred in speaking out about
the treatment of women under the
Taliban authorities.

“The reality is that when you
take a public stand for women’s
rights you do become a target, but |
believe strongly in communication
and engagement,” she said in an
email interview.

“As long as the Taliban remain
the reality on the ground in
Afghanistan, we cannot afford to
waste time doing nothing.

“In my role, I have tried to help
smooth the discussions between the
IOC and those currently in control,
focusing on the sport rights of
women and girls and particularly
primary school girls who are still
inside Afghanistan.”

The IOC has held discussions
with the Taliban authorities since
2021, after some Afghan athletes,
coaches and their families were
evacuated from the country.

In negotiations ahead of the
2024 Paris Olympics, the I0C
secured the presence of a gender-
balanced team of Afghan athletes,
all of whom were in exile.

Asghari, one of four children
of a retired professional make-
up artist mother and a father who
was a manager in the Afghan
Olympic national committee, says
the “conversations are not always
easy”.

“They are notabout legitimising
any government,” she said.

“But they are very important
for creating tangible opportunities
for future generations of young
boys and girls in Afghanistan.”

‘Fundamental change’

With Afghan sportswomen
spread round the globe, putting
together teams is complex.

However, a women’s football
team, Afghan Women United,
made up of players based in Europe
and Australia, recently competed
in FIFA Unites: Women’s Series
2025 in Morocco.

“This support for athletes
outside Afghanistan is just the first
step, and I hope FIFA can align
with the IOC’s ongoing talks with
the Taliban,” she said.

Asghari hopes the message gets
through to Afghanistan’s rulers.

“The Taliban were given the
country and now they’re trying
to maintain power while ignoring
fundamental human rights,
particularly for women,” she said.

“It’s very difficult for them
to continue ruling Afghanistan
this way in the long term, and
the Taliban need to understand
that their international acceptance
is directly linked to respecting
human rights, including the rights
of women to education and sport.”

Asghari, who attended the
recent Islamic Solidarity Games in
Riyadh where Afghan women and

men competed, said she hoped for
“small openings” in the Taliban’s
stance.

“Ialso believe that if we can find
small openings — like developing
sport in primary schools where
girls are still allowed to attend up
to sixth grade — we should take
them,” she said.

“This isn’t about accepting the
Taliban’s restrictions, it’s about not
abandoning the girls and women of
Afghanistan.

“We have to work with reality,
while continuing to push for
fundamental change.”

Asghari says even achieving
small breakthroughs like that could
prevent the long-term harm women
suffered during the Taliban’s first
spell in power, from 1996 to 2001.

She said had seen the impact on
her return from her first period of
exile, in Iran.

“What concerns me deeply is
that we’re creating another lost
generation,” she said.

“I remember when I was in
sixth grade aged 12, and there was
a 20-year-old woman sitting next
to me in the same class because
she couldn’t go to school during
the previous Taliban era.

“I didn’t know how to
communicate with her and it
was difficult for both of us, but
especially for her because she had
lost so many years.

“I cannot accept seeing this
happen again. That’s why even
small opportunities matter so
much.”

Asghari retains hope despite
the bleak outlook and believes
in “continued engagement and
dialogue” with the Taliban.

“The future of Afghanistan is
this young generation. We need
to give them every opportunity
we can, no matter how small, and
never, ever give up on them.”

—AFP
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Suspect taken into custody after deadly shooting
at Brown University in Rhode Island

Bing Guan

PROVIDENCE - US authorities yesterday
detained a person of interest in a shooting at
Brown University that left two people dead
and nine others wounded, the latest in a long
line of school attacks across the country.

A shooter opened fire on Saturday at the
elite Ivy League university in Providence,
Rhode Island in a building where exams were
taking place, triggering a campus lockdown
and launching an hours-long hunt for the
suspect.

During a press conference yesterday,
Providence Mayor Brett Smiley said a “person
of interest” had been detained and the shelter-
in-place order lifted.

“I want to offer my profound thanks to
all the hardworking men and women in law
enforcement who worked through the night to
be able to get us to this point,” Smiley said.

Speaking alongside him, Police Colonel
Oscar Perez added authorities were “not at
this point” looking for anyone else in relation
to the attack.

Of the nine wounded, one was in critical
condition, seven were in stable condition and
one had been discharged, Smiley said.

Witness Katie Sun told the Brown Daily
Herald student newspaper she was studying in
a building on campus when she heard gunfire
nearby. She ran to her dormitory, leaving all
her belongings behind.

“It was honestly quite terrifying. The shots
seemed like they were coming from where the
classrooms are,” she said.

Brown University student Lydell Dyer
was working in the school’s gym at the time,
according to CNN.

“We had to go gather everybody, bring
them up to the top floor, turn off the lights, and

A police officer directs the parent of a Brown University student arriving to pick up his child at a temporary
family reunification site at Nelson Fitness Center at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island, on

Saturday.

put down the blinds,” he told the broadcaster,
saying he hid silently in the dark with 154
others.

Police released 10 seconds of footage
of the suspect, seen from behind, walking
briskly down a deserted street after opening
fire inside a first-floor classroom.

“It is shocking and so terribly sad. I
know the students here, many of whom were
sheltering for many, many hours last night,”
Smiley said later on CNN. “They’re all
incredibly shaken up.”

- AFP

Final exams scheduled for yesterday have
been postponed, university officials said.

Latest mass shooting

Brown University President Christina
Paxson confirmed in a letter to community
members that all 11 victims were students.

“Nine members of our community who
were transported to local hospitals are all
students. And we lost two students to today’s
devastating gun violence,” Paxson said in the
letter posted to the school’s website.

Portugal races to save 3 shipwrecked

Indonesian fishermen

The attack is the latest incident of mass
shooting in a country where attempts to restrict
access to firearms face political deadlock.

“This should not be normal,” Smiley
said on CNN. “This should not be the case
that every community needs to prepare for
something like this to happen. And I certainly
never thought that it would actually happen in
Providence, although we were well prepared
for it.”

There have been more than 300 mass
shootings in the United States so far this
year, according to the Gun Violence Archive,
which defines a mass shooting as four or more
people shot.

Emergency alert

Brown, which has a student body of
about 11,000, sent an emergency alert at
4:22 p.m. (local time) reporting “an active
shooter near Barus and Holley Engineering,”
which is home to the engineering and physics
departments. Two exams had been scheduled
at the time.

“Lock doors, silence phones and stay
hidden until further notice,” the university said.

Law enforcement and first responders
swarmed the scene, with local news station
WPRI reporting “clothing and blood on the
sidewalk.”

US President Donald Trump has been
briefed on the shooting and called the incident
a “terrible thing.”

“All we can do right now is pray for the
victims,” he said.

The deadliest school shooting in US
history took place at Virginia Tech on April
16, 2007, when South Korean student Seung-
Hui Cho killed 32 people and wounded 17
others before taking his own life. —AFP

Iran will ‘resolutely support’

Lebanon’s Hezbollah: supreme

LISBON - Portuguese rescuers yesterday
scrambled to find three Indonesian fishermen who
went missing after their vessel sank in the Atlantic
near the Spanish border, saving two other crew
members.

The vessel carrying five people sank yesterday
morning (local time) “in a rocky area of insua
Island” in the northern municipality of Caminha,
Portugal’s National Maritime Authority said in a
statement.

The maritime police, lifeboat crew and two
aircraft from Portugal and Spain launched a
rescue mission, locating the vessel’s master and
an Indonesian fisherman, who were “transported

in a conscious state to a hospital unit” by
firefighters.

“On site, searches continue for three fishermen
of Indonesian nationality,” the statement added.

Portugal’s former Socialist government
maintained one of Europe’s most open migration
policies, with Asian immigrants filling jobs in
fishing, farming and hospitality.

A change of sentiment has since prevailed,
epitomised by the rise of the far-right, anti-
immigration Chega party, which supplanted the
Socialists as the main opposition to the minority
centre-right government in this year’s election.

—AFP

Cuba’s communist party postpones
congress, citing economic crisis

HAVANA — The Communist Party of Cuba
(PCC) has postponed its ninth congress, scheduled
for April, because of the economic crisis gripping
the nation, state media announced yesterday.

Congresses in the Caribbean island nation
take place once every five years, except under
exceptional circumstances.

The decision to delay the event to an
unspecified later date was made on Saturday after
former president Raul Castro, through a letter,
proposed a postponement.

The 94-year-old Castro retired as president and
the party’s first secretary in April 2021 but still
wields political influence.

Castro’s proposal was made public by President

Miguel Diaz-Canel, Cubadebate reported on its
website.

In his letter, Castro stressed that party
congresses should be held within the scheduled
time frames, but he advised that the ninth
congress be postponed in order to “devote 2026 to
recovering in every way possible.”

The central committee approved the decision
unanimously, according to Cubadebate.

Cuba, with a population of 9.7 million, has
been mired in a severe economic crisis for five
years due to the combined effects of tightened
US sanctions, the low productivity of its centrally
planned economy, the collapse of tourism, and the
failure of monetary reforms. —AFP

leader adviser

TEHRAN — A senior adviser to
Iran’s supreme leader said yesterday that
the country would “resolutely support”
Hezbollah, its ally in Lebanon, in the
group’s efforts to confront Tehran’s
regional foe Israel.

The remarks by Ali Akbar Velayati
came as Lebanon faces pressure from
the United States and Israel to disarm
Hezbollah, which engaged in more
than a year of hostilities with Israel
following the outbreak of the Gaza war.

“Hezbollah, as one of the most
important pillars of the resistance front,
plays a fundamental role in confronting
Zionism,” state news agency IRNA
quoted Velayati as saying to Hezbollah’s
representative in Tehran.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran,
under the leadership and orders of
the [supreme] leader, will continue to
resolutely support this valuable and
selfless group on the front lines of the
resistance,” he added.

Iran has for years supported what it
calls the axis of resistance, a network of
anti-Israel armed groups that includes
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza
and the Houthi rebels in Yemen.

Hezbollah was weakened by its recent
war with Israel, and by the overthrow of
Syria’s Bashar al-Assad, who had provided
the group an overland link with Iran.

Lebanon has committed to disarming
the group, starting with the country’s
south, where it has historically held sway.

Velayati recently drew sharp
criticism from Beirut after he said in
late November that the “existence of
Hezbollah is more essential for Lebanon
than the daily bread”.

Lebanese Foreign Minister Youssef
Raggi responded on X that “what is
more important to us than water and
bread is our sovereignty, our freedom,
and the independence of our internal
decision-making”.

Following the exchange, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
officially invited his Lebanese counterpart
to visit Tehran for negotiations.

Raggi declined the offer, and in an
interview with Al Jazeera days later, he
described Iran’s role in the region as
“extremely negative” and one of “the
sources of instability”, especially in
Lebanon.

In a post on X, he also blamed
Iran for Hezbollah not having been
disarmed.

“Hezbollah cannot hand over its
weapons without an Iranian decision,
and its concern today is to buy time
and preserve itself internally in order
to rebuild its power,” Raggi said of the
group. —AFP
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Australia hails ‘hero’
who stopped gunman
in his tracks

SYDNEY — Australians hailed
yesterday a “hero” whose daring
struggle with a gunman may
have saved many lives during the
country’s worst mass shooting in
years.

Following the shooting on
Sydney’s Bondi Beach, footage
emerged on social media of a man
grabbing one of the gunmen as he
fired on civilians.

The man then wrestles the
gun out of the attacker’s hand,
before pointing the weapon at the
assailant who backs away.

Local outlet 7News identified
him as 43-year-old Ahmed al

Ahmed, a fruit seller, and reported
he had suffered two gunshot
wounds.

The outlet spoke to a man
called Mustapha who said he was
his cousin.

“He’s in hospital and we don’t
know exactly what’s going on
inside,” he said.

“We do hope he will be fine.
He’s a hero 100 percent,” he said.

Online, Ahmed was feted for
his bravery and lifesaving quick
thinking.

Prime  Minister  Anthony
Albanese also hailed him and
others as “heroes”. —AFP

Israeli leaders condemn
Sydney shooting, accuse
Canberra of allowing
antisemitism

JERUSALEM - Israeli leaders
condemned a shooting in Sydney
targeting a Hanukkah* celebration
that killed 11 people yeserday,
with various government officials
suggesting Australia had failed to
combat hatred of Jews.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu accused Canberra of
having fuelled antisemitism in the
period leading up to the shooting.

“A few months ago I wrote to
the Australian prime minister that
your policy is pouring oil on the fire
of antisemitism,” he said, referring
to a letter he sent to Anthony
Albanese in August following
Canberra’s announcement that
it would recognise Palestinian
statehood.

“Antisemitism is a cancer
that spreads when leaders are
silent,” Netanyahu added during
a televised public address at an
event in southern Israel.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon
Saar urged Canberra to act against
the “surge” in antisemitism during
a phone call with his Australian
counterpart Penny Wong.

In a post on X, Saar said he
told Wong “that since Oct 7 there
has been a surge in antisemitism
in Australia, including violent
incitement against Israel and Jews”.

“The Australian government
must take strong action against
the use of these antisemitic calls,”
he added, referring to slogans
sometimes heard at pro-Palestinian
protests, such as “Globalise the
Intifada”, “From the River to the
Sea, Palestine Will be Free”, and
“Death to the IDF [Israel Defence
Forces]”.

President Isaac Herzog called
the shooting a “very cruel attack
on Jews who went to light the
first candle of Hanukkah on Bondi
Beach”.

In a speech at an event in
Jerusalem, Herzog called on
Australia to “fight against the

enormous wave of antisemitism”
plaguing its society.

The shooting targeted the
annual “Hanukkah by the Sea”
gathering marking the first night
of the Jewish festival on Sydney’s
famed Bondi Beach.

Prime  Minister Albanese
condemned it as “an act of evil,
antisemitism, terrorism that has
struck the heart of our nation”.

“An  attack on Jewish
Australians is an attack on every
Australian,” he said.

Both Herzog and Saar said
they spoke with David Ossip,
President of the New South
Wales Jewish Board of Deputies,
who, according to Herzog, “was
speaking at the event as the
shooting attack began”.

Far-right National Security
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir posted
on X that “the blood of the victims
is on the hands of the Australian
government, which announced
recognition of a ‘Palestinian’ state
and gave legitimacy to terrorism
against Jews”.

Opposition leader Yair Lapid
said he was “horrified” by the attack.

“Boulder. Manchester. Washing-
ton. And now Sydney. The names
of more and more cities around the
world are becoming synonymous
with deadly attacks against Jews.
Stopping these horrors requires im-
mediate, decisive intervention at all
levels,” he said on X. —AFP

*  Hanukkah is an eight-day
Jewish festival, also known as the
Festival of Lights. It typically falls
in late November or December on
the Gregorian calendar, beginning
on the 25" day of the Hebrew
month of Kislev. Hanukkah
symbolises the triumph of light
over darkness, religious freedom
over oppression, the resilience of
Jewish faith and identity, the idea
that a small amount of something
pure can have a great and lasting
impact. — DeepSeek
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Gunmen kill 11 at Jewish festival
on Australia’s Bondi Beach

Laura Chung and Steven Trask

SYDNEY — Two gunmen shot
and killed 11 people and wounded
many others at Sydney’s Bondi
Beach yesterday in a “terrorist”
attack on a gathering for the Jewish
festival of Hanukkah.

Emergency responders rushed
at least 29 people to local hospitals
from the beach, one of the biggest
tourist draws in Australia’s largest
city, said New South Wales police.

One of the alleged shooters
was killed, and the second was in a
critical condition, they added.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
hailed ordinary citizens who tackled
and disarmed one of the gunmen as
“heroes”.

Police declared the shooting a
“terrorist incident” and said they
had found suspected “improvised
explosive devices” in a vehicle near
the beach that was linked to the
deceased suspect.

“This is a targeted attack on
Jewish Australians on the first day
of Hanukkah, which should be a day
of joy, a celebration of faith — an act
of evil, antisemitism, terrorism that
has struck the heart of our nation,”
Albanese said.

“An attack on Jewish Australians
is an attack on every Australian,”
Albanese said.

The shooting took place during an
annual “Hanukkah by the Sea” event
at Bondi Beach which police said was
attended by over a thousand people.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog
condemned the shooting as a “cruel
attack on Jews” and urged the
Australian authorities to step up the
fight against antisemitism.

And Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu accused Australia’s
government of having fuelled anti-
Jewish sentiment in the period
leading up to the shooting.

As gunfire erupted, crowds fled
in fear from the beach in eastern
Sydney, which draws huge numbers
of surfers, swimmers and tourists,
especially at weekends.

“We heard the shots. It was
shocking, it felt like 10 minutes of
just bang, bang, bang. It seemed like
a powerful weapon,” Camilo Diaz,

Health workers move a man on a stretcher to an ambulance after yesterday’s deadly

shooting incident at Bondi Beach in Sydney.

a 25-year-old student from Chile,
told AFP at the scene.

Emergency services first
responded to reports of shots being
fired at 6:47 p.m. (local time).

‘Blood everywhere’

One witness who declined to
be named said he saw six dead or
wounded people lying on the beach.

The grassy hill overlooking Bondi
Beach was strewn with discarded
items from people fleeing, including
an abandoned children’s stroller.

Paramedics tended to wounded
people lying on the grass, images
broadcast by public broadcaster
ABC showed.

A weapon that appeared to be a
pump-action shotgun was lying by a
tree by the beach.

A British tourist told AFP he
saw “two shooters in black™ after
the gunfire broke out.

“There was a shooting, two
shooters in black with semi-automatic
rifles,” Timothy Brant-Coles told
AFP, saying he saw multiple people
who had been shot and wounded.

Antisemitism

A string of antisemitic attacks
has spread fear among Jewish
communities in Australia following
the October 7, 2023, Hamas attack on
Israel and the ensuing war in Gaza.

The Australian government
accused Iran of being behind two of
the attacks, and expelled Tehran’s
ambassador nearly four months ago.

Tehran directed the torching of a

- AFP

kosher café in Sydney’s Bondi suburb
in October 2024, and a major arson
attack on the Adass Israel Synagogue
in Melbourne in December 2024, the
prime minister said in August, citing
intelligence findings.

No injuries were reported in the
two attacks.

The head of the Australian
Jewish Association said the Bondi
Beach shooting was a “tragedy but
entirely foreseeable”.

“The Albanese government was
warned so many times but failed
to take adequate actions to protect
the Jewish community,” Robert

Gregory told AFP.
A leading Australian Muslim
organisation  condemned  the

shooting as “horrific”.

“Our hearts, thoughts and prayers
are with the victims, their families,
and all those who witnessed or were
affected by this deeply traumatic
attack,” the Australian National
Imams Council said.

In April last year, a knife-wielding
assailant killed six people at a
shopping centre not far from Bondi
Beach. The killer was found to have
been suffering from schizophrenia but
had stopped taking his medication,
and no clear motive was identified.

In 2019, Australian citizen
Brenton Tarrant killed 51 people
and wounded dozens more when he
attacked a mosque and Islamic centre
in New Zealand’s Christchurch,
livestreaming the assault that was
linked to white nationalism and anti-
immigrant sentiment. —AFP

Iran condemns deadly attack on Jewish
celebration in Australia

TEHRAN — The Iranian foreign
ministry yesterday denounced a
“violent attack” in Sydney that
targeted a Jewish celebration and
killed 11 people.

“We condemn the violent attack in
Sydney, Australia. Terror and killing of
human beings, wherever committed,
is rejected and condemned,” foreign
ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei
said on X.

Relations between Iran and Australia
have significantly deteriorated this year.

In August, Canberra blamed
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps for two 2024 arson attacks
targeting its Jewish community.

The arson attacks targeted a

kosher restaurant in Sydney and a
synagogue in Melbourne but caused
no casualties.

Following the attacks, Canberra
declared the Iranian ambassador
persona non grata and gave him
and three other Iranian diplomats a
week to leave the country.

It also recalled its own
ambassador and suspended the
activities of its embassy in Tehran.

Iran condemned the move and
vowed “reciprocal action”.

In November, the Australian gov-
ernment designated Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards a terror-sponsoring group.

Iran’s foreign ministry called the
move “an insulting and unjustified

act” and a “violation of international
legal rules and norms related to the
national sovereignty of states.”

In June, arch foes Iran and Israel
engaged in a direct war after a year
of tit-for-tat strikes in the aftermath
of the Gaza war.

That war, which lasted 12 days,
saw Israel attacking Iranian military
and nuclear sites, as well as residential
areas, killing over a thousand people.

Iran responded with drone and
missile attacks on Israel that killed
dozens.

The United States briefly joined
the conflict with strikes on Iranian
nuclear sites before a ceasefire was
reached. —AFP
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Escapism or exaltation? ‘Narco-culture’
games raise concern in Mexico

Arturo Ilizaliturri

MONTERREY, Mexico — In
violence-riddled Mexico, children as
young as 13 are hooked on bloody
video games that vividly recreate the
horrors of the country’s narco war.

Some experts say it’s a way
of coping. Critics, including
President Claudia Sheinbaum, see
it as monetised glorification of a
genre known as “narco culture.”

With thousands of daily users,
the games allow players to choose
whether they want to be a cartel
hitman, a police officer or a soldier.

There are wild chases and
brutal  shootouts, gold-plated
pistols, personalised bulletproof
helmets, and souped-up cars.

“It really draws me in, seeing
things 1’d like to have in real life —
for example, who wouldn’t want to
have a Lamborghini, or a big truck,
a big house?” gaming fanatic Alan
Crespo, a 24-year-old farmer from
San Blas on Mexico’s Pacific
coast, told AFP.

Crespo is on the older side of
the player age spectrum, with most
between 13 and 18 and hailing
primarily from northern Mexican
states like Sinaloa, Chihuahua and
Baja California — synonymous
with cartel violence.

This age group was born amid
the wave of violence unleashed
in 2006, when the Mexican
government militarised the fight
against drug trafficking — a strategy
that has claimed nearly half a
million lives.

Hell’s Troop

Dozens of war-like games
can be found on online platform
Roblox, which allows programming
enthusiasts to design their own
video games for others to play.

The most popular ones attract
up to 1,000 users a day. The
games are free, though players
can purchase better weapons or
uniforms with real money.

The more realistic and
gruesome a game is, the more
popular, developers say.

A
Angel Villaverde, a technology engineering student, develops war-themed games
for the Roblox gaming platform in Monterrey, Nuevo Ledn State, Mexico, last
month.

“Players aren’t interested in
seeing made-up names of criminal
groups,” said Angel Villaverde,
a 19-year-old who designs games
on his computer in Monterrey in
Mexico’s northeast.

Users of the game “Tamaulipas
Bélico,” for example, can choose
to play as a member of the Jalisco
New Generation Cartel (CING) or
of the Northeast Cartel (CDN).

Both have been designated
“foreign terrorist organisations” by
US President Donald Trump and
are responsible for innumerable
deaths, including of civilians.

Matches entail killing off one’s
enemies to take control of buildings,
usually gas stations or shops.

Opponents patrol in camouflaged
army pickups or in vehicles
decorated with a demon drawing and
the number 666 — the insignia of the
CDN’s Tropa del Infierno (“Hell’s
Troop”) armed wing, known for its
extreme brutality.

‘Apology for violence’
Mexico’s so-called “narco-
culture” can also be found in
music, films and fashion items
glorifying the criminal life.
Sheinbaum  rejects  what
she considers an “apology for
violence” and has launched a

- AFP

campaign against the sub-culture,
including an eight-percent tax on
video games with violent content.

Behavioral scientists say that
through gaming, young people
may feel they have a sense of
control over a violent reality that
makes them anxious.

Student Alejandro Solorzano,
18, a game developer from Tijuana,
notes that players are “fascinated
by going around doing criminal
activities.”

“It’s something warlike, it’s
something grotesque, but it’s fictional
at the same time” he told AFP.

Ainhoa Vasquez of Chile’s
Federico Santa Maria Technical
University, says gaming may also
be a way of “making sense” of a
violent society, of “transferring
real anguish” to a fictional realm.

These experiences can be “a
catharsis,” said Vasquez, who
studies cultural representations of
the drug trade.

The platform Roblox, which
reported some 112 million daily users
worldwide in the second quarter
of this year, recently tightened its
controls to protect minors.

Among other measures, it
implemented a system to verify
users’ ages to prevent harassment
by adults on the platform. —AFP

Lula speaks to Maduro as risks rise
of Venezuela-US conflict

BRASILIA — Brazil’s President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva spoke
by phone with his Venezuelan
counterpart Nicolas Maduro about
“peace” in South America, the
Brazilian presidency said on Friday,
as fears grow of armed conflict
between Washington and Caracas.

US President Donald Trump’s
administration accuses Maduro of
leading a drug trafficking cartel,
and has carried out deadly strikes
on alleged drug-trafficking boats,
seized an oil tanker and slapped
sanctions on his relatives.

Lula, one of Latin America’s
most influential leaders, had not
spoken to fellow leftist Maduro
since Venezuela’s 2024 presidential
election, the results of which Brazil

did not recognize.

A source in the Brazilian
presidency, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said the two leaders
had a brief conversation last week
about “peace in South America and
the Caribbean.”

However, the source said there
was no intention on Lula’s part
to “be a mediator” in the crisis
between Washington and Caracas.

Fears are growing of open
conflict between the US and
Venezuela, after months of a
US build-up of warships in the
Caribbean and warnings from
Trump that Venezuela’s airspace
should be considered closed.

Trump told Politico last
Monday that Maduro’s “days are

numbered” and declined to rule out
a US ground invasion of Venezuela.

Maduro says the United States
is bent on regime change and wants
to seize Venezuela’s oil reserves.

He is seeking to boost military
recruitments, and the Venezuelan
army has sworn in 5,600 soldiers.

Lula, 80, has succeeded in
mending his own country’s fraught
relations with Washington in recent
months, making direct contact with
Trump after a long dry spell.

In their latest phone call, Lula
said he told Trump: “We do not
want war in Latin America.”

According to the Brazilian
president’s account, Trump replied:
“But I have more weapons, more
ships, more bombs.” —AFP
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General strike hits travel,
hospitals, schools in Portugal

Thomas Cabral

LISBON - Widespread
disruption hit Portuguese air travel
and trains, hospitals and schools
on Thursday as trade unions called
the biggest nationwide strike action
for more than a decade against
government labour reforms.

A government spokesman insisted
that “the vast majority” of Portuguese
people were at work and likened the
walk-out to “a partial strike in certain
areas of the public sector”.

But labour unions maintained
that more than three million people
took part in the walk-out — more
than half of the country’s total
working population of 5.5 million.

Underground metro stations in
Lisbon were shut while ferries and
trains ran a skeleton service, with
departure boards overwhelmingly
announcing cancellations.

“I got up at four o’clock to go
to work but I'm stuck because I’ve
still not managed to get a train,”
20-year-old Nairene de Melo, a hotel
employee, told AFP on Thursday at
one station linking the city centre with
its southern and western suburbs.

Shops, cafés and restaurants
were open but with fewer customers
than usual, and it was calmer, too, at
airports, after national carrier TAP
Air Portugal cancelled more than
200 flights.

Portugal’s largest car factory —
a Volkswagen group plant located
in the southern Setubal region —
ground to a halt.

The national doctors’ union
and the main teaching union said
most of their members went on
strike, bringing dozens of hospital
departments handling non-urgent
cases to a standstill and shutting
schools.

Unions have been infuriated by
a bill proposed by the centre-right
minority government that it says
aims to simplify firing procedures,
extend the length of fixed-term
contracts and expand the minimum
services required during a strike.

Prime Minister Luis Montenegro
insisted that the labour reforms,
with more than 100 measures, were

intended to “stimulate economic
growth and pay better salaries”.

But the country’s labour unions
have lambasted the plans, resulting
in Portugal’s biggest walk-out since
June 2013, when the country needed
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and European Union assistance to
overcome a debt crisis.

Protests took place in about
20 cities across Portugal on
Thursday, while several thousand
people marched through Lisbon
to the Assembly of the Republic
(parliament) shouting ‘“No to the
labour code reform!”, “A brutal
attack!” and “We won’t back down!”

“If this reform is approved, we
will plunge into an economic crisis,”
said Vanessa Oliveira, a 47-year-old
history teacher. “Workers will no
longer be protected.”

Public opinion was largely behind
the strikers, with 61 percent of those
polled in favour, according to a survey
published in the Portuguese press.

Although Montenegro’s  So-
cialdemocratic Party (PSD) lacks a
majority in parliament, his govern-
ment should be able to force the bill
through with the support of the pro-
business Liberal Initiative (IL) and
rightwing CHEGA! (“Enough!”),
which has become the second-largest
political force in Portugal.

The left-wing opposition has
accused Montenegro’s camp of
not telling voters that workers’
rights roll-backs were on the cards
while campaigning for the last
parliamentary elections.

Although Portugal has recorded
economic growth of around two
percent and a historically low
unemployment rate of some six
percent, the prime minister has
argued that the country should take
advantage of the favourable climate
to push through reforms.

Armindo Monteiro, head of the
Portuguese Industry Confederation
(CIP), condemned the strike and told
AFP the government’s draft law was
only a “basis for discussion” aiming
to correct the “misbalance” caused by
labour changes made by a previous
left-wing government. —AFP
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Sacred Heart Catholic Church altar boys prepare to lead a procession honouring the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the patron saint of Mexico, on Friday in Altadena,
California. The annual celebration honours the apparition of the Virgin Mary in
Tepeyac, Mexico in December 1531 and has been marked by Mexican Catholics for
centuries. Around 50 percent of the church’s parishioners lost their homes in the
Eaton Fire in Los Angeles County in January 2025, which also damaged the Sacred

Heart Catholic Church in Altadena.

-AFP
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Football shorts

Napoli stumble at Udinese to leave AC
Milan top in Serie A
dpne & MILAN — Champions Napoli squandered the chance to
— — climb to the Serie A summit yesterday when coming unstuck
1-0 at Udinese.

Napoli’s three consecutive league win sequence came to a halt
when, after having two goals disallowed, Udinese stole the show thanks
to Jurgen Ekkelenkamp’s decisive 73' minute goal.

Injury-ravaged Napoli will be feeling this was an opportunity missed
as a win would have lifted them top of the table following AC Milan’s
2-2 draw with Sassuolo earlier.

The two teams had gone into the weekend level on points, with
Milan in the driving seat on goal difference.

As it is, they now have a one-point cushion over Napoli, although third-
placed Inter Milan can end the weekend on top if they win at Genoa later.

In Milan, French forward Armand Lauriente secured the 77" minute
leveller for Sassuolo, who had taken an early lead via Ismael Kone.

Milan fought back with Davide Bartesaghi equalising after the
half hour. Having opened his Serie A scoring account, the 19-year-old
defender added a second after the break, striking from a tight angle only
for Lauriente to seal the away team a share of the points.

“We played a good match,” Milan manager Massimiliano Allegri said.

“People might think we dropped two points, I think we gained a
point that could be important,” he told DAZN.

“We still need to improve, because we’re conceding too many goals.
But we’re in the top four, that was our objective at the start of the season.”

AC Milan, along with Inter, Bolgona and Napoli, will be missing
from league action next weekend as they take part in the Italian Super
Cup in Saudi Arabia. —AFP

72— Struggling Liga clubs Real Sociedad, Oviedo
[ W,

B 4 sack coaches

W SAN SEBASTIAN - Real Sociedad sacked coach Sergio

LaLiga  Francisco yesterday with the team down in 15" in La Liga,
just one point above the relegation zone.

Real Oviedo, 19", followed suit by ousting Luis Carrion after little
more than two months in the job.

Real Sociedad reached the Europa League last 16 last season and
finished in mid-table in the Spanish top flight, with Imanol Alguacil
departing at the end of the campaign.

The Basque side promoted Francisco from the reserve team Sanse
to take his place, but La Real have won only four of 16 league matches
during his time at the helm. On Friday they lost 2-1 at home against
Girona, 18", which sealed his fate.

“Current Sanse coach Jon Ansotegi will be in charge of leading,
provisionally, the team into the two matches they have before the
Christmas break,” said Real Sociedad in a statement.

They visit Eldense tomorrow in the Copa del Rey before a crunch
league clash with Levante, 20", on Saturday.

Oviedo were thrashed 4-0 by Sevilla yesterday, spelling the end of
Carrion’s short and troubled second stint in charge of the club.

Carrion was hired in early October to replace Veljko Paunovic but
gained just four points from a possible 24 in his eight league matches at
the helm, failing to win a single game. —AFP

] Bellingham sees red
BERLIN — Borussia Dortmund missed a chance to climb
sunpesLiga (0 second in the Bundesliga, conceding an equaliser in a 1-1
draw at Freiburg yesterday after Jobe Bellingham saw red.

Ramy Bensebaini’s 31¥-minute goal had Dortmund in front but
Bellingham was sent off for a professional foul shortly after half-time.

The hosts made the most of their one-man advantage, camping out
in Dortmund’s half and levelling things up thanks to an acrobatic Lucas
Hoeler strike.

“We’re definitely disappointed,” Dortmund’s Gregor Kobel told DAZN.

“If the red card doesn’t happen, the result would look different. We
had the game under control and were very dominant.”

The draw, Dortmund’s fourth after taking the lead this season, kept them
third, level on points with second-placed RB Leipzig. Bayern Munich went
9 points clear after a 2 — 2 draw with rock-bottom Mainz late yesterday.

Injury-hit Dortmund arrived in Freiburg missing several first-team
players and had just five outfield players on the bench.

Dortmund striker Serhou Guirassy missed a header while unmarked
in the box five minutes in, continuing his recent dry spell.

Guirassy scored 38 goals in all competitions last season but has just
one in his past 10 Bundesliga matches.

Dortmund took the lead when Bensebaini smashed in a lofted Yan
Couto free-kick from close range.

The visitors had looked comfortable but lost control of the match
when Bellingham, as the last man, felled an on-rushing Philipp Treu on
the edge of the box.

With Freiburg peppering the Dortmund goal, Kobel made a string of
impressive saves but could not keep out Hoeler’s curling strike. — AFP
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Man City smash Palace to fire title
warning, Villa extend streak

John Weaver
. LONDON - Manchester City thumped
ﬁ E:;‘;:e’ Crystal Palace 3-0 yesterday to move back
to within two points of Premier League
leaders Arsenal as Aston Villa kept up their title charge.

Elsewhere, Nottingham Forest demolished struggling
Tottenham 3-0 while Sunderland saw off local rivals
Newcastle 1-0 thanks to a Nick Woltemade own goal.

Arsenal, who have set the pace this season, squeaked
home on Saturday with a 2-1 win against bottom-club
Wolves, thanks to two own goals.

That put the pressure back on City, who have been
showing ominous signs that they are finding their feet
in recent weeks.

Pep Guardiola’s men braced for a tough task at
Selhurst Park against high-flying Palace and had to
withstand pressure from the home side.

But they were clinical, with two goals from the
ruthless Erling Haaland and one from Phil Foden.

“It is a really tough place to come,” City boss
Guardiola told Sky Sports. “When you lose the ball,
they attack incredibly well but we were patient.

“We were lucky when they hit the post from [Adam]
Wharton but really pleased for the performance and
victory to grow our mentality.”

He added: “Erling is a forward to score the goals
but in the second half he keeps the ball. He was able
to contain situations. He helped us be together. In the
second half he was outstanding.”

Oliver Glasner’s Palace, who beat City in last
season’s FA Cup final, squandered their chances in the
first half, with Yeremy Pino hitting the bar when he had
only goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma to beat.

Haaland was a largely peripheral figure but came
alive shortly before half-time, heading a pinpoint
Matheus Nunes cross across Palace goalkeeper Dean
Henderson to give City the lead.

Palace again started the second half brightly and
Wharton cracked a low drive against the base of the post.

But they paid the price for their wayward finishing
when Foden drilled expertly into the bottom corner
after a powerful run from Rayan Cherki to double the
visitors’ lead.

It was the sixth goal in four Premier League games
for the forward, being watched at Selhurst Park by
England manager Thomas Tuchel.

City added gloss to the scoreline when Haaland
thundered a penalty past Henderson after Savinho was
taken down by the goalkeeper following a surging run
late in the game.

Villa show steel

Villa started their match at the London Stadium
as the form team in the league, with nine wins in 10
matches.

The visitors fell behind twice, to Mateus Fernandes’
goal after just 29 seconds and a poacher’s strike from
Jarrod Bowen.

Manchester City’s English midfielder Phil Foden eyes the ball
during the English Premier League match against Crystal
Palace at Selhurst Park in south London yesterday. - AFP

But a Konstantinos Mavropanos own goal cancelled
out the opener and Morgan Rogers hauled Villa level at
2-2, before the England midfielder capped a sparkling
performance with a stunning shot from outside the box.

The victory leaves Unai Emery’s men just three
points behind Arsenal, while West Ham remain stuck in
the relegation zone.

It is an astonishing turnaround for Villa, who did not
score a single Premier League goal in their first four
matches of the season.

“We know we can get back into any game and we
have the fight to win it,” said Rogers. “To get the three
points today is massive, it’s a big win.

“We play for each other and we know our tasks. We
are in a good moment and we want to keep it going.”

Two goals from Callum Hudson-Odoi and a screamer
from Ibrahim Sangare gave Forest a comfortable victory
over troubled Spurs and lifted Sean Dyche’s Forest five
points above the drop zone.

Newcastle are languishing in 12% place in the table
after sinking to a 1-0 defeat at the home of local rivals
Sunderland, courtesy of Woltemade’s blunder in the
opening minutes of the second half.

The two teams were facing each other for the first
time in the Premier League for nearly a decade after the
Black Cats’ recent return to the top division. —AFP

Argentina’s
footballer Lionel
Messi (left) and
India’s former
cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar attend
an event during
Messi’s GOAT Tour ’
at the Wankhede /4’
Stadium in Mumbai, [ 4
India yesterday.

-AFP
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Wang Manyu, Harimoto crowned
in singles at WTT Finals

Table tennis

HONG KONG - China’s Wang
Manyu and Japan’s Tomokazu
Harimoto claimed women’s and
men’s singles titles respectively
as the World Table Tennis Finals
concluded here yesterday.

Wang defended her women’s
singles title at the tournament after
beating compatriot Kuai Man 4-2.

After losing the first game 11-7,
Kuai became more aggressive in the
second game to rally past Wang 11-8.
In the following two games, Wang
handled the pressure to win 11-8,
11-8 successively to lead with 3-1.

Kuai, 21, then showed resilience
again to bounce back in the fifth
game 11-9, after which Wang sealed
the victory 12-10.

“The match today was excellent.
We delivered a great performance in
six games. She [Kuai] was behind
several times but fought to come
back. I feel delighted to overcome
the pressure. I could say I deserve
the victory.” Wang said.

“I want to thank all the fans for
supporting China throughout the
year. I also hope our players can
keep improving their skills and have
long and healthy careers,” added the
26-year-old.

Earlier in the day, Harimoto
edged China’s Lin Shidong in a
seven-game marathon to reach the
men’s singles final, while China’s

Japan’s Tomokazu Harimoto and China’s Wang Manyu hold their trophies during the
prize ceremony after winning against Sweden’s Truls Moregard in the men’s singles
and China’s Kuai Man in the women’s singles finals during the World Table Tennis

(WTT) finals at the Hong Kong Coliseum in Hong Kong yesterday.

top-ranked paddler Wang Chuqin
withdrew from his semifinal with
injury, sending Sweden’s Truls
Moregard into the final.

Harimoto and Moregard were
tied at 2-2 after four games in the
back-and-forth final. Harimoto, 22,
then narrowly won the fifth game

- AFP

14-12 and then dominated the sixth
game 11-2 to take the title.

“I just can’t believe it and have
mixed feelings. This was my fourth
appearance at the WTT Finals. [ am
so happy to finally win the title,”
Harimoto said after the final.

— Xinhua

wevv Arshdeep helps India beat South

2%

Wmml

DHARAMSALA - Arshdeep
Singh led an inspired bowling
attack to help India beat South
Africa by seven wickets in the third
T20 international yesterday as the
hosts took a 2-1 lead in the five-
match series.

W ARYD AN A

South Africa’s captain Aiden Markram
loses his bat after playing a shot during
the third Twenty20 international cricket
match against India at the Himachal
Pradesh Cricket Association Stadium in
Dharamsala, India yesterday. - AFP

Left-arm  quick  Arshdeep
returned figures of 2-13 as India
bowled out South Africa for 117
after the hosts elected to field first

in the Himalayan hill town of

Dharamsala.

Fast bowler Harshit Rana,
spinners Varun Chakravarthy and
Kuldeep Yadav also took two
wickets each.

In reply, Indian opener Abhishek
Sharma hit 35 off 18 balls as India
achieved the target with 25 balls
to spare to bounce back from their
previous defeat in the series.

“Sport teaches you a lot of

things, how you come back is more
important,” said India skipper
Suryakumar Yadav. “There was a
lot of learning after last game in the
meeting and then did what we did
in Cuttack (opening match) today.”

It was the home side’s bowlers
who set up victory after Arshdeep
and fellow quick Rana struck in
the first two overs to send back
Reeza Hendricks, for a duck, and
previous-match hero Quinton de
Kock, for one.

Skipper Aiden Markram made a
valiant 61 off 46 balls to stem the
tide but the visitors continued to
lose regular wickets.

Rana bowled Dewald Brevis
for two, before pace bowler Hardik
Pandya dismissed Tristan Stubbs
for nine for his 100™ T20 wicket.

Chakravarthy rattled the middle

Africa to take T20 series lead

order with his mystery spin as he
cut short Donovan Ferreira’s knock
on 20 and then had Marco Jansen
bowled for two in his next over.

Arshdeep, who was named
player of the match, had Markram
out and left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep took two in the 20™ over to
wrap up the innings on the final ball.

“They got the ball in the right
areas and before you know it
we were four-five down,” said
Markram.

“They didn’t give us much to
score off. I tried to take it deep.
Whole time I thought if I got us to
140-150 it could have been a closer
game.”

India started the chase briskly
thanks to Sharma’s attacking knock
laced with three fours and three
sixes, as well his 60-run stand with
fellow opener Shubman Gill (28).

Sharma fell to Corbin Bosch and
Jansen took down Gill.

Suryakumar’s struggles with the
bat continued as he fell for 12 off
Lungi Ngidi, before Tilak Varma
(26) and Shivam Dube (10) steered
the team home.

T20 specialist Suryakumar has
managed just 239 runs across his
last 21 innings in this format with
no fifties.

The fourth match is on
Wednesday in the north Indian city
of Lucknow.

— AFP
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McCullum admits England have
been ‘nowhere near’ their best

2 ADELAIDE — Defiant
: England coach Brendon
‘@ * McCullum brushed off

L

concerns yesterday that
his job was on the line heading
into the third Test against Australia,
while admitting the team have been
“nowhere near” their best.

The tourists were crushed in
the first two Ashes Tests in Perth
and Brisbane by eight wickets and
only a win at Adelaide Oval this
week will be enough to keep the
five-match series alive.

McCullum confirmed they
would stick with the same top
seven, keeping under-fire Ollie
Pope at number three rather than
bring in Jacob Bethell.

“Knee-jerk  reactions  and
chopping and changing settled
batting line-ups is not really our
way,” he said.

“We know we haven’t got
enough runs so far in the series.
But for us to go on and win the
series it’s not about throwing out
what’s been successful for us over
the past few years.”

England’s lack of fight and
questionable preparations have
drawn scrutiny, while McCullum’s
claim that they “trained too much”
prior to Brisbane was met with
disbelief by former greats.

Adecision for the team to lounge
on the beach in tourist playground
Noosa this week before heading to
Adelaide was also panned.

But McCullum was unfazed,
dismissing talk that his job could
be threatened by another defeat.

“I'don’t know, but it doesn’t really

bother me, to be honest,” he said.

“I mean professional sport, it’s
not easy, right? You do the job to
the best of your ability. You have
conviction in what you’re doing,
and whatever happens, happens.”

McCullum admitted England
must improve to keep the series
alive, but suggested they would not
change their gung-ho approach.

“We knew when we came here
that we had to win three Tests to
win the series, and the fact we’re
2-0 down has made it harder on
ourselves, but it doesn’t stop the
belief that you have within the
dressing room,” he said.

“I don’t think we’ve been
anywhere near our best so far in
these last two Tests ... but what’s
been has been. Now, it’s focusing
on the one that’s coming.

“I firmly believe that if we play
our best cricket, we’re a massive
chance in this Test match. We do
that, and the narrative changes in
the series,” he added.

McCullum defended the deci-
sion to take a beach break rather
than train after two heavy defeats.

“Noosa for us was excellent.
It was planned, obviously a year
ago,” he said, adding that it was
about spending “time away from
the heat of the battle”.

“And I think now the freshness
which we come into this Test
match with will hopefully pay off.

“There’s no guarantees, but
that’s the plan, and I think the boys
are excited to get back to training
and look forward to the next few
days.” —AFP

Pogacar targets Tour de France Paris-
Roubaix and Milan-San Remo in 2026

Cycling

BENIDORM -  Cycling
superstar Tadej Pogacar of the
Team UAE Emirates will try for
a fifth Tour de France title in 2026
but is more excited by the two
one-day Monuments that have
so far eluded him; Paris-Roubaix
and Milan San Remo.

The 27-year-old Slovenian
was speaking on Saturday at
a pre-season training camp in
Benidorm, Spain.

“I'm going to do Strade
Bianche, Milan-San Remo, the
Tour of Flanders, Paris-Roubaix,
Liege-Bastogne-Liege, the Tour
de Romandie, and the Tour de
France. And then we’ll see, that’s
already quite a lot,” Pogacar said.

“If T could choose between a
win at Roubaix or the Tour, I would
choose Roubaix because I have
already won the Tour four times,”
said Pogacar, who complained of
feeling drained during the 2025 Tour.

“There is a bigger difference
between zero and one than
between four and five,” he added.

Tour de France champion in
2020, 2021, 2024 and 2025, he
can join an elite clique of five-time
winners alongside Eddy Merckx,

Bernard Hinault, Miguel Indurain
and Jacques Anquetil next July.

“The Tour de France of course
is the biggest race, everybody
always arrives ready, teams always
send their best team and you have
to be super ready,” he said.

“But if [ won Roubaix and San
Remo, I would feel sort of complete,
but there’s always something else,
like The Vuelta, I haven’t won that
either,” he said, while refusing to
be drawn on his participation in the
Spanish Tour for 2026.

Team UAE also confirmed
that last year’s break-out rider
Isaac del Toro would also race the
Tour de France.

The Mexican burst on to the
cycling scene last May when he
came close to winning the Giro,
finishing second to Simon Yates.

“The team’s idea is for me to
learn as much as possible alongside
Tadej, whose level I want to reach
one day,” said Del Toro.

Pogacar spoke glowingly of
Del Toro.

“Maybe he’s going to be better
than me one day. He has his own
way, his own style, and I admire
him as a rider and a person and
hope he keeps going that way.”
said Pogacar. — AFP
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‘Agasaga’ author Joanna
Trollope dies aged 82

British author Joanna Trollope poses with her medal after she was made a
Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) for services to literature during
an investiture ceremony at Buckingham Palace in London on December 19, 2019.
-AFP

LONDON - Bestselling author
Joanna Trollope — renowned for her
so-called “Aga sagas” set in rural
England — has died at the age of 82,
her family said on Friday.

Trollope, a fifth-generation
niece of 19%-century English
novelist Anthony Trollope, wrote
over 40 books, some under the
pseudonym Caroline Harvey.

She disliked the “Aga saga”
label inspired by the upmarket Aga
cookers often found in the country
houses where her stories unfolded,
but her fans did not care.

Her work, including the
novels “Other People’s Children”,
“Daughters-in-Law”  and  “A
Village Affair”, centred on middle-
class family life and relationships,
tackling issues such as adoption,
marital breakdown, and blended
families.

The TV adaptation of her 1991
novel “The Rector’s Wife” starred
Scottish actor Lindsay Duncan.

Her most recent work “Mum &
Dad”, published in 2020, chronicled

who gather after their father suffers
a stroke.

Trollope died peacefully at her
home in central Oxfordshire, her
daughters Antonia and Louise said.

“It is with great sadness that
we learn of the passing of Joanna
Trollope, one of our most cherished,
acclaimed and widely enjoyed
novelists,” her literary agent James
Gill said.

Jeremy Trevathan, Trollope’s
publisher at Pan Macmillan,
paid tribute to a “witty, wise and
empathetic” author who was also
“just lots of fun to be with”.

“She leaves us all a wonderful
legacy of compelling, insightful
social commentary, portraying
family dynamics with warmth,
intelligence, and a keen eye for
human foibles,” he was quoted as
saying by The Bookseller magazine.

Trollope was honoured in 2019
by the late Queen Elizabeth II,
who made her a Commander of the
Order of the British Empire (CBE)
for services to literature.

three siblings and their families —AFP
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Make your own Mickey Mouse clip -
Disney embraces Al

SAN FRANCISCO - Walt
Disney and OpenAl announced
a three-year licensing deal last
week that will allow users to create
short videos featuring beloved
Disney characters through artificial
intelligence (AI).

Thursday’s deal marks the
first time a major entertainment
company has embraced generative
Al at this scale, licensing its
fiercely protected characters —
from Mickey Mouse to Marvel
superheroes and Star Wars’s Darth
Vader — for Al content creation.

The partnership represents
a dramatic shift for an industry
that has largely been battling Al
companies in court.

Disney and other creative
industry giants have been suing
Al firms like OpenAl, Perplexity
and Anthropic, accusing them of
illegally using their content to train
their technology.

The entertainment  giant
continued that legal campaign on
Wednesday, separately sending a
cease-and-desist letter to Google
over the illegal use of its intellectual
property to train the search engine
giant’s Al models.

For OpenAl, the deal comes as
it faces increasing questions about
the sustainability of its business
model, with costs skyrocketing far
faster than revenue-despite nearing
one billion users worldwide.

Under the agreement, fans will
be able to produce and share Al-
generated content featuring more
than 200 characters from Disney,
Marvel, Pixar and Star Wars
franchises on OpenAl’s Sora video
generation platform and ChatGPT.

Launched at the end of
September, Sora aims to be a TikTok-
like social network where only Al-
generated videos can be posted.

From the outset, many videos
have included characters directly
inspired by real cartoons and
video games, from South Park to
Pokémon.

Facing license-holder anger,
CEO Sam Altman promised
OpenAl would offer rights holders
more control to put a stop to these
Al copies.

The partnership includes a
USS$1 billion equity investment
by Disney in OpenAl, along with
warrants to purchase additional
shares in the ChatGPT maker.

Disney shares rose more than
2 percent on Thursday after the
announcement.

Disney CEO Robert Igersaid the
collaboration would “thoughtfully
and responsibly extend the reach of
our storytelling.”

Characters available for fan
creations will include Mickey
Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Elsa from
Frozen, and Marvel heroes like
Iron Man and Captain America, as
well as Star Wars icons including
Darth Vader and Yoda.

The agreement excludes talent
likenesses and voices from actors
amid deep concern in Hollywood
about the impact of Al.

“This does not in any way
represent a threat to the creators at
all — in fact the opposite. I think it
honours them and respects them,
in part because there’s a license fee
associated with it,” Iger told CNBC.

Hollywood’s leading actors
union, SAG-AFTRA, said it

would “closely monitor” the deal’s
implementation, while the Writers
Guild of America said it will meet
with Disney to probe the terms and
underlined that OpenAl had stolen
“vast libraries” of studio content to
train its technology.

30 seconds

Iger, in a joint interview with
Altman on CNBC, insisted the
deal only includes videos no longer
than 30 seconds and the technology
wouldn’t be used for longer-form
productions.

Beyond licensing, Disney will
deploy OpenAl’s technology to
build new products and experiences
for Disney+, the streaming platform.

“Disney is the global gold
standard for storytelling,” Altman
said. “This agreement shows how
Al companies and creative leaders
can work together responsibly.”

Both companies emphasized
their commitment to responsible
Al use, with OpenAl pledging age-
appropriate policies and controls to
prevent illegal or harmful content
generation.

In Disney’s complaint against
Google, OpenAl’s biggest rival
in the Al space, the entertainment
giant accuses Google of infringing
Disney’s copyrights on a massive
scale by copying a large corpus of
content without authorization to
train and develop Al models and
services.

“We’ve been aggressive at
protecting our IP, and we’ve gone
after other companies that have
not valued it, and this is another
example of us doing just that,” Iger
told CNBC. —AFP

Cardi B, brimming with praise for Saudi
Arabia, goes viral in kingdom

Sofiane Alsaar and David Stout

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — US
rapper Cardi B has gone viral in
Saudi Arabia, where the artist per-
formed yesterday and unleashed a
torrent of praise for the kingdom in
a series of social media videos.

Saudi  Arabia has  been
splashing out in recent years amid
an ambitious economic reform
drive that has included spending
vast sums on celebrity appearances
as it seeks to rebrand its image and
attract non-oil investment.

“Everything is brand new,
honey. This country looks like it
was just opened up yesterday,”
the artist said in a video posted
on Instagram that has been widely
shared online.

Cardi B was one of the head-
line performers at Riyadh’s MDL-
BEAST  Soundstorm  festival,
where she welcomed the thousands
in attendance with the traditional
Muslim greeting “Salam alaikum”
(“Peace be upon you”) before later
stating that “everything is mashal-
lah” in the wealthy Gulf monarchy.

“Mashallah”, meaning “As
God has willed”, is a common term

of praise in Muslim countries.

Known for her explicit language,
the rapper adopted a more restrained
tone during her set, avoiding her
most graphic expressions.

She wore a flowing outfit that
covered her from neck to toe, a
departure from her usual, often
revealing, stage attire.

In the run-up to the performance,
the artist posted videos at Riyadh’s
luxury malls and donned a hijab,
while praising the shopping, ranting
against paying American taxes and
raving over the levels of opulence
in the Saudi capital.

“The shopping is great,
mashallah!” she added, while
gushing over the fame she enjoyed
in the kingdom.

“I’m somebody over here,” she
said.

“I do recommend to come
over here for vacation. There’s no
alcohol, but some of'y’all don’t need
to be drinking and having S-E-X.”

Cardi B’s appearance in Saudi
Arabia also comes just months
after she was cleared of an assault
charge in a US$24 million civil
trial in which the star was accused

of slashing a woman’s face with
her fingernails.

The rapper — whose real name
is Belcalis Marlenis Almanzar
— was just the latest American to
make waves in the Gulf region in
recent days.

Last week, right-wing media
personality ~ Tucker  Carlson
announced he would be buying
property in neighbouring Qatar
as he rebuffed accusations he had
taken money from the Gulf state.

Celebrities, athletes and social
media influencers have increasingly
been drawn to perform, compete
and make appearances in the Gulf
states in recent years, where they
receive eye-watering sums but are
also criticised for turning a blind
eye to rights abuses.

Jennifer Lopez, Céline Dion and
Eminem are among the most high-
profile names to have performed in
Saudi Arabia recently.

Earlier this year, the Riyadh
Comedy Festival sparked a con-
troversy in the US, as comics who
staunchly defended free speech back
home were accused of hypocrisy for
performing in Saudi Arabia. —AFP




NATIONAL SPECIAL GAMES

The Macau Post Daily

Your trusted source for real news MONDAY December 15, 2025

Chen Yuandong (left) of Shanghai
and Gu Haiyan of Shanghai-Jiangsu
United Team compete during the
women’s sabre team of wheelchair

Yu Chui Yee of Hong Kong team 1 poses prior to the fencing at the 12 National Games
women'’s sabre individual category A wheelchair fencing for Persons with Disabilities and the
at the 12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities 9" National Special Olympic Games
and the 9" National Special Olympic Games in Hong in Hong Kong, yesterday. — Xinhua
Kong, on Saturday. — Xinhua
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Yuen King Shing/Wong Ting Ting (right) of Hong Kong Team 1
compete during the mixed doubles category TT11 table tennis
match at the 12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities
and the 9" National Special Olympic Games in Hong Kong, on
Saturday. — Xinhua

Xiong Lichuan of Sichuan competes during the para badminton men’s
singles SL3 quarterfinals against Liu Xiaochang of Hainan at the 12®"
National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9" National
Special Olympic Games in Macao, on Friday. — Xinhua

SRR ' 1
Gold medalists Tan Shumei (left) and Kang Su of Shanghai-Jiangsu United Team .
celebrate during the awarding ceremony of the women'’s sabre team of wheelchair Song Xinyu/Huo Jialong (centre) of Shaanxi react during age 16-21 group B mixed

fencing at the 12" National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9" National doubles badminton match at the 12! National Games for Persons with Disabilities
Special Olympic Games in Hong Kong, yesterday. — Xinhua and the 9™ National Special Olympic Games in Macao, on Saturday. — Xinhua




