
China holds Central Economic 
Work Conference to plan for 2026

The annual Central Economic Work Conference was held 
in Beijing from Wednesday through yesterday as Chinese 
leaders decided priorities for the economic work in 2026. 

– Story on p. 6

Swiss yodelling joins world 
cultural heritage list

Yodelling, the traditional singing of herders in the Swiss 
Alps, was recognised by the United Nations yesterday as part 
of the world’s cultural heritage. 

   –  Story on p. 11

General strike hits planes, trains, 
services in Portugal

Widespread disruption hit Portuguese air travel and 
trains, hospitals and schools yesterday as trade unions called 
the biggest nationwide strike action for more than a decade 
against government labour reforms.   – Story on p. 12 
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Armindo Neves
The Judiciary Police busted an illegal 

currency exchange den and nabbed two local 
residents on Wednesday in a case involving 
HK$190 million, PJ spokesman Chao Teng 
Hin said during a special press conference 
yesterday.

Chao identified the suspects as a 30-year-
old man surnamed Chan and a 29-year-old 
woman surnamed Lo who told police that 
they work in sales. 

In November, according to Chao, the 
Judiciary Police received a report alleging 
that illegal currency exchange activities were 
being conducted at a jewellery shop in a casino 
hotel in Cotai. Following an investigation, PJ 
officers took action on Wednesday, Chao said.

Monitoring the shop, PJ officers saw two 
mainlanders engaging in an illegal currency 
exchange deal with two salespeople, Chan 
and Lo, after which both customers used the 
cash to gamble in the casino. 

PJ officers subsequently apprehended 
Chan and Lo, seizing around HK$ 840,000 
and 9,600 yuan in cash, two mobile phones 
and a cash-counting machine in the shop, PJ 
officers also seized gambling chips worth 
HK$500 from the two gamblers.

According to Chao, during questioning, 
they admitted that they were employed by the 
jewellery shop on a fixed salary basis, and one 
of their duties was to conduct illegal currency 
exchanges for gamblers. The investigation 

revealed that the shop had been operating 
since August last year and had been engaged 
in illegal currency exchange activities since at 
least July this year, according to Chao.

Chao said the estimated amount involved 
in the case exceeds HK$190 million, 
generating a profit of more than HK$5.8 
million.

Chan and Lo have been transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP), each facing 
an illegal currency exchange charge. 

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the two hooded suspects 
from the PJ headquarters in Zape to a van yesterday. 

– Photos: Armindo Neves

Evidence seized from the jewellery shop in a casino hotel 
in Cotai is displayed during yesterday’s special press 
conference at the Judiciary Police (PJ) headquarters in Zape. 

Police bust jewellery shop Police bust jewellery shop 
engaged in illegal currency exchange engaged in illegal currency exchange 

worth HK$190 million worth HK$190 million 

Tony Wong
The government has listed 400 items of significant 

cultural value as statutorily protected movable 
properties.

Secretary for Administration and Justice Wong Sio 
Chak and Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland 
Leong Wai Man made the announcement during a press 
conference at Government Headquarters yesterday. 
Wong is also the spokesman for the government’s top 
advisory Executive Council.

The Cultural Heritage Protection Law defines 
cultural heritage as comprising intangible cultural 
heritage and tangible cultural heritage that consists 
of classified immovable properties, i.e., cultural 
heritage construction structures, and movable 
properties.

According to the law, classified movable properties 
refer to items of significant cultural value such as 

musical instruments, sculptures, drawings, old books, 
and furniture.

This is the first time that the government has 
classified items of significant cultural value as statutorily 
protected movable properties, i.e., the first batch, since 
the Cultural Heritage Protection Law took effect in 2014.

The 400 newly classified items are listed in an 
administrative regulation, which was announced by 
yesterday’s press conference and will take effect on the 
day after its promulgation in the Official Gazette (BO).

Government-drafted administrative regulations, 
aka by-laws, do not require the legislature’s approval.

Unlike statutorily protected immovable properties, 
which cover both public and private construction 
structures, statutorily protected movable properties 
only cover items owned by public entities, according 
to the Cultural Heritage Protection Law.

Continued on p.6

Secretary for Administration and Justice Wong Sio Chak (right) and Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man address yesterday’s 
Executive Council press conference at Government Headquarters. 

– Photo: Tony Wong

Govt lists 400 items of cultural value as statutorily protected
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invested a total of 1.22 million 
patacas during this process. 
Subsequently, the platform’s 
purported customer service 
requested further payments for 
reasons such as requiring a deposit, 
according to Chao, but the victim 
then discovered that she was 
unable to withdraw any funds and 
subsequently lost contact with the 
“soldier”.

Chao also said that a follow-
up investigation revealed that the 
defrauded funds were transferred 
to the bank accounts of the two 
suspects in February and March, 
respectively. It also showed that 
the two suspects were involved in 
another similar investment fraud 
case, which resulted in a second 
victim losing 1.38 million patacas, 
according to Chao. Of that amount, 
880,000 patacas was transferred 
to Sy’s account by Wong and Sy 
transferred 200,000 patacas to 
Wong’s account.

Yesterday, according to Chao, 
PJ officers arrested Sy and Wong 

in the northern district and Zape 
respectively. Both suspects failed 
to provide a clear explanation for 
the reasons behind receiving the 
substantial sums of money and the 

final destination of the funds.
The duo were transferred to the 

Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
yesterday, both facing charges of 
fraud and money laundering. 

Police nab 2 women for fraud & money laundering

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the two hooded suspects to a PJ van outside the 
PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.                 – Photo: Armindo NevesKhalel Vallo

The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) announced in a statement on 
Wednesday that it will host the first 
“International Forum on Mutual 
Learning among Civilisations” 
next Tuesday and Wednesday, 
aiming to position the city as a 
key platform for global cultural 
dialogue and a bridge for China’s 
high-level opening-up.

Organised by the bureau and 
supported by the Chinese Acad-
emy of History, the two-day 
forum will bring together gov-
ernment representatives, interna-
tional organisations, and leading 
scholars from various countries 
and regions to discuss civilisa-
tional inclusiveness, cultural 
innovation, heritage preserva-
tion and cross-cultural coopera-
tion, the statement said.

Themed “Mutual Learning 
among Civilisations, Inheritance 
and Development,” the event will 
feature two sub-forums – “Mutual 

Learning among Civilisations 
and Diverse Coexistence” and 
“Conservation and Sustainable 
Development of Cultural 
Heritage” – alongside a series of 
academic salons, the statement 
noted, adding that nearly 20 
keynote speeches will explore 
the evolving role of culture in 
shaping global understanding.

The statement highlighted 
Macau’s identity as a place 
where Chinese and Western 
cultures have coexisted for over 
four centuries, noting that this 
blend of traditions, values and 
communities has forged the city 
into an “open and diversified” 
society rooted in inclusiveness 
and peaceful coexistence.

By convening international 
experts for in-depth exchanges, the 
forum seeks to strengthen Macau’s 
position as a cultural bridge and 
contribute to efforts to build a 
global community with a shared 
future, the statement said. 

Macau to host int’l forum 
on mutual learning among 

civilisations next week

This poster provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) Wednesday promotes 
the first “International Forum on Mutual Learning among Civilisations” to be 
held next Tuesday and Wednesday in Macau.

Khalel Vallo
The second edition of the 

“International Training Programme 
for Macao Anti-Drug Youth Ambas-
sadors” was launched yesterday at 
Lin Zexu* Memorial Museum 
(澳門林則徐紀念館), bringing 
together more than 120 partici-
pants from government entities, 
schools, social service institutions, 
and youth groups. 

Co-organised by the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS), General 
Association of Chinese Students 
of Macau (AECM), Macau 
Youth Federation (MYF), Macau 
New Chinese Youth Association 
(MNCYA) and the Macau Youth 
Development Service Centre, the 
ceremony also featured a session 
discussing the achievements of the 
programme’s first cohort. 

IAS President Wilson Hon Wai 
noted in his opening remarks that 
the local government launched the 
programme’s first edition in 2024 
as a two-year initiative aimed at 
training young people with anti-
drug knowledge and a sense of 
social responsibility. 

Hon noted that the second edition 
aims to “identify more capable and 
passionate young people to take part 
in anti-drug work,” encouraging 
them to use their influence to help 
build “a healthy, drug-free society.” 

During the ceremony, the 
bureau presented commendations 
to the outstanding ambassadors 
from the first edition in recognition 
of their contributions to anti-drug 
promotion efforts.

Meanwhile, two national youth 
representatives who attended this 
year’s United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime’s (UNODC) Youth 
Forum – Ren Sirui and Yan Jinye – 
were invited to Macau to talk about 
their experiences participating in the 
international meetings, aiming to 
promote exchanges between young 
people from the Chinese mainland 
and Macau. 

According to a statement 
provided by the bureau yesterday, 
the recruitment for the second 
edition opened yesterday and runs 
until March 31 next year. Eligible 
applicants must be local residents 
aged 14 to 23 who possess reading, 

writing, listening and speaking 
abilities in English and Putonghua, 
love the country and Macau, and 
support national and local anti-drug 
initiatives, the statement said

The statement added that 
selected participants will take 
part in capacity-building sessions, 
experiential learning, practical 
training, and exchange activities.

Outstanding performers may be 
invited to join international exchange 
programmes, represent China in the 
Youth Forum selection for UNODC, 
or participate in national youth 
anti-drug knowledge competitions. 
Registration details and programme 
regulations are available at https://
www.antidrugteens.com and the 
anti-drugs website at https://www.
antidrugs.gov.mo. 

*Lin Zexu (1785-1850) was 

a prominent Chinese scholar-

official of the Qing Dynasty, best 

remembered as a national hero 

for his resolute stance against 

the opium trade. He is officially 

commemorated as a patriot and an 

early anti-drug pioneer. – DeepSeek 

Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) President Wilson Hon Wai (centre), flanked by other participants, poses during the launch of the 
second edition of the “International Training Programme for Macao Anti-Drug Youth Ambassadors” at Lin Zexu Memorial Museum 
(澳門林則徐紀念館) yesterday.                  – Photo: Khalel Vallo

2nd anti-drug youth ambassador 
programme starts

Armindo Neves
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested two women for fraud and 
money laundering on Wednesday, 
PJ spokesman Chao Teng Hin said 
during a special press conference 
yesterday.

Chao identified the suspects as 
a 64-year-old Filipina surnamed 
Sy and a 43-year-old local resident 
surnamed Wong. Sy told police 
that she works as a domestic 
helper, while Wong said that she is 

a casino dealer, Chao said.
According to Chao, there are 

two separate victims in the case. 
The first victim reported the case in 
August, saying that in February she 
met a man online who claimed to 
be a “soldier” stationed at Macau’s 
barracks. After developing an online 
romantic relationship, the victim 
was induced by the man to invest 
on a specific investment platform, 
Chao said. 

The victim, according to Chao, 
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Armindo Neves
Macao Water yesterday hosted 

a routine meeting of its Customer 
Liaison Group, and Marine and 
Water Bureau (DSAMA) Director 
Susana Wong Soi Man told 
reporters that it is planned that 
around 9,000 households will use 
reclaimed water next year.

The 3 ½ hour meeting was held 
by the water supply utility at Artyzen 
Grand Lapa Macau in Nape.

According to Wong, the basic 
construction of the first phase of 
the Coloane Reclaimed Water 
Station has been completed, while 
system testing is underway with 
the participation of Maco Water. 

Wong also said that, based on 
the current assessment, the target 
date to begin supplying reclaimed 
water is March 1 next year. The 
initial supply will cover the Seac 
Pai Van Public Housing complex 
and the University of Macau 
(UM) campus. She added that 
around 9,000 households in the 
housing complex will be supplied 
with reclaimed water. 

The reclaimed water fee, 
according to Wong, will be 
announced in due course. She 
said that the fee was expected to 
be slightly lower than the one of 
tap water. The pricing will follow 
the categorised charging model 
used for tap water, divided into 

residential use and non-residential 
commercial use, she said.

According to the DSAMA 
official website, reclaimed 
water is wastewater that has 
undergone advanced treatment to 
become reusable for non-potable 
purposes, such as toilet flushing 
and landscape irrigation. The use 
of reclaimed water facilitates the 
recycling of water resources and 
reduces the demand for raw water 
imported by Macau from the 
Chinese mainland.

Meanwhile, according to 
Macao Water Executive Director 

Nacky Kuan Sio Peng, the 
customer satisfaction survey 
result for this year is 84.3 
percent, showing a slight increase 
compared to previous years. The 
primary purpose of the survey is 
to understand customer needs and 
collect feedback to upgrade future 
work directions, she said.

Kuan pointed out that with 
the completion of public housing 
projects in Zone A and Plot P, as 
well as new hotels commencing 
service in Cotai, the total water 
supply is expected to increase by 
around 3 percent next year. 

9,000 households to use reclaimed 
water next year: DSAMA chief

Macao Water Executive Director Nacky 
Kuan Sio Peng speaks to reporters at 
Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau in Zape 
yesterday.     – Photos: Armindo Neves

Marine and Water Bureau (DSAMA) 
Director Susana Wong Soi Man speaks 
to reporters at Artyzen Grand Lapa 
Macau in Nape yesterday. 

Kristina Vallesteros
A collaborative project focused 

on responsible gaming and financial 
literacy has concluded at City Uni-
versity of Macau (CityU), according 
to a statement from integrated resort 
operator MGM earlier this week.

The second edition of the “MGM 
x CityU Responsible Gaming Pro-
motional Project” consisted of two 
main components. The first was a 
“Responsible Gaming Campus Am-
bassador Programme” where over 
30 students completed training on 
topics including gambling disorder 
prevention, the statement said. The 
ambassadors then organised com-
munity outreach activities.

The second component was a 
“Healthy Financial Management 
Promotional Design Competition” 
open to all university students. The 
submitted entries were displayed 
online and received over 110,000 

views, according to the statement.
The statement noted that a closing 

ceremony was held to recognise 
participants. Officials from the 
Gaming Inspection and Coordination 
Bureau (DICJ), the Education and 
Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) 
and CityU attended the event.

MGM Director of Responsible 
Gaming Tina Wong was quoted in the 
statement regarding the project’s aim 
to empower students, emphasising 
MGM’s belief that the collaboration 
of “government + enterprises 
+ schools + organisations” will 
continue to lay a solid foundation for 
Macau’s sustainability.

Vice Rector of CityU Ip Kuai 
Peng also provided remarks on the 
initiative’s outcomes, saying that he 
“hopes the award-winning projects 
will continue to evolve, injecting 
fresh momentum into Macau’s 
sustainable development.” 

CityU & MGM conclude 
responsible gaming project 

This undated handout photo recently provided by MGM shows representatives 
and students at the closing ceremony of the second edition of the “MGM x CityU 
Responsible Gaming Promotional Project”.

Kristina Vallesteros
NOVA Mall in Taipa has 

launched a Christmas campaign 
featuring Disney’s Mickey and 
Friends characters, according to a 
statement released by the shopping 
centre earlier this month.

“Let’s Celebrate Christmas with 
Mickey & Friends” will be open to 
visitors until New Year’s Day. The 
statement described the central feature 
as a 16-metre-long Disney themed 
train in the shopping centre’s atrium.

Guests can take photos with 
character figures placed around the 
display, including Mickey Mouse, 
Minnie Mouse, and Donald Duck. 
According to the statement, the setup 
includes a large LED screen and 
several photo spots. Three interactive 
game booths where visitors can win 
Disney-themed prizes have also been 
set up inside the train cabins.

The statement noted that shoppers 
can redeem game tickets by spending 
300 or 500 patacas in a single transac-
tion at participating mall merchants.

General Manager Paul Lee Yan 
Kwong was quoted in the statement 
as saying: “Through these festive 
moments, we hope that children 
and adults alike will discover small 
pockets of wonder, and create 
memories that linger long after the 
holidays have passed.”

A separate promotion in partnership 
with TurboJet ferry services is also 
mentioned in the statement. From 
December through the Chinese New 
Year (CNY) period in February, select 
ferry sailings will feature Mickey and 
Minnie plush characters, and Super 
Class passengers will receive exclusive 
shuttle access to the mall.

One may visit https://www.nova.
mo/ for more campaign details. 

NOVA Mall shows Mickey & 
Friends Xmas display

This undated handout photo recently provided by NOVA Mall shows the Mickey and 
Friends themed installations at the shopping centre’s atrium in Taipa. 
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Photos taken on Wednesday night by Rui Pastorin

Interview by Rui Pastorin 

In 1999, Portuguese photographer Pedro Ramos captured a pivotal moment in Macau’s 
history: Its return to the motherland.

Ramos, who grew up in Macau and studied at Portuguese-curriculum public secondary 
school Liceu de Macau (澳門利宵中學), graduated in photography from the Ar.Co Centre for 
Art and Visual Communication in Lisbon. 

In 1998, he kicked off his career as a professional photographer and a year later he decided 
to “risk it” and try his luck, and returned to Macau. It was during this period that the then 
twenty-something year-old captured moments from its return along with stills of what the city 
was between that year and 2000, Ramos told the Post during an interview on Wednesday.

With his exhibition “Macau’s Reflections – Now and Then” at the basement gallery of 
the Portuguese Bookshop on Rua de São Domingos (板樟堂街), he presents a selection of 
those works, alongside photos taken between 2019 and 2024, with the latter marking the 25th 
anniversary of Macau’s return to the motherland. Altogether, he said, the exhibition “covers a 
bit of 25 years of Macau’s history”, coming back full circle and offering both a personal view 
and reflections on the city. 

While Ramos is now based in Portugal, he maintains a “deep connection with Macau” and 
said that he visits the city as much as he can, wanting to keep the bond. “I always see it as 
a very quiet and calm place, even though it’s one of the most densely populated cities in the 
world”, always searching for the calm and quiet moments amidst the city’s bustling nature. 
And it’s this quietness within the “madness of a busy city” that Ramos finds here that he enjoys 
and portrays in his photos. “What I like the most about Macau is this quietness, and this peace 
of mind that you can also feel in a busy city”.

Ramos also spoke about the other things that he liked about photographing Macau and 
while its hotels and integrated resorts are quite visually appealing. For Ramos, they don’t 
totally represent the city. “It’s part of Macau, for sure, but it’s not the part that I have a big 
connection with”, being mostly drawn to the city’s markets and temples, mainly things that are 
“a bit outside the touristic route”. 

As his photography career draws closer to its 30-year mark, Ramos said that presenting 
photos of Macau was important to him, being both a great pleasure and honour. While all of the 
photos are for sale, Ramos said that this was not the main point of holding the exhibition, but 
was instead about showing how he sees the city. “It’s more to share and to show my personal 
view of Macau”, being glad to have the opportunity to be invited to present these works, along 
with the support that he has received.

Members of the public may view the works at the free-admission gallery from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. daily until December 30. 

-This story is a continuation of a Post article published yesterday titled “Pedro Ramos 
provides portal to Macau’s past & present”, which can be read on https://www.macaupostdaily.
com/news/26872 

Macau in photos: 
Pedro Ramos’ deep Pedro Ramos’ deep 
connection with Macauconnection with Macau
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The Macao Special Adminis-
trative Region (SAR) government 
expressed strong opposition yes-
terday to the Macao-related content 
in a recent so-called annual report 
released by the US Congressional-
Executive Commission on China 
(CECC), saying it distorts facts 
and misrepresents Macao’s human 
rights situation.

The Macao SAR government 
noted that since Macao’s return 
to the motherland, the city has 
fully and faithfully implemented 
the principles of “One Country, 
Two Systems” and the Basic 
Law of the Macao SAR. Over the 
past quarter-century, Macao has 
achieved rapid economic growth, 
social stability and harmony, and 
steady improvements in people’s 
livelihoods.

The SAR government added 
that Macao’s legal system is sound, 
its judiciary operates independently, 
and residents lawfully enjoy 
extensive rights and freedoms, 
including the freedom of speech, 
religion, the press, and movement. 
It emphasized that human rights in 
Macao are fully protected.

The SAR government urged 
the relevant US body to set aside 
prejudice, respect facts, stop 
smearing Macao’s human rights 
situation, and stop using human 
rights as a pretext to interfere in 

Macao affairs, which are China’s 
internal affairs.

A spokesperson for the Office of 
the Commissioner of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of China in the 
Macao SAR also voiced strong 
dissatisfaction and firm opposition 
to the so-called CECC report, 
calling it a deliberate attack on the 
SAR’s political system and a blatant 
interference in Macao affairs and 
China’s internal affairs.

According to the commissioner’s 
office, Macao has seen its most 
successful period of development 
since its return to the motherland, 
with the “One Country, Two 
Systems” practice with Macao 
characteristics delivering significant 
achievements. The sense of gain, 
happiness, and security among 
Macao residents has markedly 
increased, the spokesperson 
said, adding that any attempt to 
undermine Macao’s prosperity and 
stability is doomed to fail.

The spokesperson pointed out 
that the United States turns a blind 
eye to its own flawed democracy 
and widely criticized human rights 
record while positioning itself as 
a “world policeman.” The US side 
“should face reality, engage in self-
reflection, and immediately cease 
all forms of interference in Macao 
affairs and China’s internal affairs,” 
the spokesperson said.        – Xinhua

Tony Wong
The government has appointed 

Kou Hoi In, former president of 
the Legislative Assembly (AL), 
as the chairman of the board of 
directors of public broadcaster 
TDM, succeeding António José de 
Freitas, who heads the Macau Holy 
House of Mercy (SCMM).

Kou’s appointment, which 
took effect on Wednesday, was 
formalised through an executive 
order by Chief Executive Sam 
Hou Fai published in the Official 
Gazette (BO) that day.

The executive order, signed 
by Sam on Wednesday last week, 
has appointed the new term of the 
board’s nine members, including 
its chairman (Kou) and a vice-
chairperson. While three of them 
have been newly appointed to the 
board, including Kou, the other six 
have been reappointed.

The nine members’ appoint-
ments, which started on Wednes-
day, are scheduled to last one year.

Kou has retired from the 
Legislative Assembly as he did 
not seek re-election for its current 
term, which started on October 16.

Kou had headed the legislature 
since July 2019 until his retirement 
from the hemicycle.

Kou, born in January 1953, 
had been a Macau lawmaker 
since 1991 when Macau was 
still under temporary Portuguese 
administration.

Kou joined the legislature in 
1991 when he was directly elected 
by popular vote in a by-election. He 
was re-elected as a directly-elected 
lawmaker in 1992 and 1996.

After the establishment of the 
Macau Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) on December 20, 
1999, the first legislative elections 
were held in 2001 when Kou ran in 
the indirect election, representing 
the business sector. Since then, 
Kou had been an indirectly-
elected lawmaker, representing the 
business sector.

Kou, 72, is currently the 
sole Macau member of the elite 
Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress (NPC) 
in Beijing.

Kou, a veteran businessman, 
has been an NPC deputy from 
Macau since March 2003. He 
was elevated to the NPC Standing 
Committee in March 2023.

According to Sam’s executive 
order on Wednesday, Lorman Lo 
Song Man has been reappointed 
as the vice-chairwoman of TDM’s 
board of directors.

The other members who have 
been reappointed to the board 
comprise Un Weng Kuai, Vong Vai 
Hung, Cheang Kong Pou, Cristina 
Ho Hoi Leng, and Vong Hin Fai.

In addition to Kou, Sam’s 
executive order has also newly 
appointed Lee Chong Cheng and 
Casimiro de Jesus Pinto to TDM’s 

board of directors.
Lee, a former legislator, is 

currently the president of the 
influential Macau Federation of 
Trade Unions (commonly known 
as Gung Luen in Cantonese). He 
is currently also a member of the 
National Committee of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC) from Macau.

Pinto retired from the civil 
service earlier this year. He was 
previously a department chief of 
the Public Administration and 
Civil Service Bureau (SAFP). He 
also worked as a deputy secretary-
general of the Macau-based 
Permanent Secretariat of Forum for 
Economic and Trade Cooperation 
between China and Portuguese-
speaking Countries (Macao).

The forum is known as Forum 
Macao for short.

Lee and Pinto have succeeded 
Inês Chan Lou and Ma Kam Keong 
on TDM’s board of directors.

Chan had been the director 
of the Government Information 
Bureau (GCS) since July 2020 
until June 30 this year when her 
appointment was not renewed. 
She, a civil servant from the Macau 
Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO), retired from the civil 
service in October.

Ma retired from the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM) in 2020 
where he was a member of its 
Administrative Committee. 

Rui Pastorin
A total of 30,000 hygiene kits 

were recently assembled at The 
Venetian Macao’s Cotai Expo by 
Sands China staff and volunteers 
from its community partners for the 
annual “Clean the World” initiative.

According to a statement from 
the integrated resort operator 
yesterday, the kits were assembled 
for social enterprise “Clean the 
World” by 330 of Sands China’s 
staff together with volunteers from 
the University of Saint Joseph 
(USJ), Sustaincia, Oxfam in 
Macau, and the Youth Volunteers 
Association of Macao.

This year marks the 12th 
consecutive year that the company 
has partnered with local social 
service organisations to support the 
initiative, with 345 tonnes of hotel 
amenities recycled since 2014, the 
statement noted.

The statement said that 26,000 
emergency response hygiene kits 
will be delivered to the Philippines, 
while 4,000 will be distributed to 
11 Macau NGOs and three charita-
ble and educational institutions in 
Hong Kong, offering vital hygiene 
supplies to families in need while 
teaching young generations about 
resource recycling.

The statement said that after 
hotel guests check out, used 
soap is collected for “Clean the 

World”, where it gets sanitised and 
repurposed, reducing waste. Each kit 
includes soap as well as shampoo, 
conditioner, bath gel, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, and an encouraging 
message from Sands China and 
Clean the World, all packed in a 
reusable non-woven bag.

Sands China Chief Executive 
Officer and Executive Director 
Grant Chum Kwan Lock was 
quoted in the statement as saying: 
“By leveraging our resources, we 
give back to Macau while extending 
a helping hand internationally. To 
date, we have worked with our 
community partners to prepare 

more than 415,000 kits to support 
vulnerable groups in Macau and 
neighbouring regions, helping 
prevent the spread of disease 
and promoting environmental 
protection through recycling.”

“Clean the World” founder and 
Chief Executive Officer Shawn 
Seipler said in the statement: “By 
assembling 30,000 hygiene kits, 
we’re not just providing essential 
supplies, we’re delivering hope, 
dignity, and the power of collective 
action. Every kit is a testament to 
the compassion and generosity of 
volunteers, partners, and Sands 
China.” 

Sands China representatives and volunteers mobilised by the company along with 
those from local service organisations assemble kits at The Venetian Macao’s 
Cotai Expo to support the “Clean the World” initiative.            – Photo: Sands China

Sands China, community volunteers assemble 
30,000 hygiene kits for ‘Clean the World’

Macao govt, FM commissioner’s 
o!ce "rmly oppose US CECC report

Govt appoints legislature’s ex-speaker 
Kou Hoi In as TDM chairman
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BEIJING – The annual Central 
Economic Work Conference was 
held in Beijing from Wednesday 
through yesterday as Chinese 
leaders decided priorities for the 
economic work in 2026.

Xi Jinping, general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, the nation’s 
president and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, delivered an 
important speech at the conference.

In his speech, Xi reviewed the 
country’s economic work in 2025, 
analyzed the current economic 
situation and arranged next year’s 
economic work.

It was noted at the meeting that 
2025 is a truly extraordinary year, 
and the main targets for economic 
and social development will be 
successfully achieved.

As the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-
2025) is set to approach a successful 
conclusion, the meeting noted that 
over the past five years, China has 
effectively navigated various shocks 
and challenges, and achieved new 
major accomplishments in the cause 
of the Party and the country.

It is necessary to fully tap the 
economic potential, continue to 
pursue both policy support and reform 
and innovation, ensure both market 
vitality and effective regulation, 
combine investment in physical assets 
with investment in human capital, 
and respond to external challenges 
by strengthening internal capabilities, 
the meeting said.

Noting that there are still long-
standing and new challenges in 
China’s economic development, 
and the impact of changes in 
the external environment has 
deepened while risks and hidden 
dangers persist in some key areas, 
the meeting said that these issues 
can be resolved through efforts, 
and the underlying conditions and 
fundamental trends sustaining 
China’s long-term economic growth 
remain unchanged.

The conference stressed the 
need to fully and faithfully apply the 
new development philosophy, move 
faster to forge a new development 
paradigm and focus on promoting 
high-quality development.

China will adhere to the general 
principle of pursuing progress 
while ensuring stability, better 
coordinate domestic economic work 
with struggles in the international 
economic and trade arena, and ensure 
both development and security.

The country will implement 
more proactive and impactful 
macroeconomic policies, formulate 
more far-sighted, more targeted 
and better-coordinated policies, 
continuously expand domestic 

demand and optimize supply, and 
develop new quality productive 
forces according to local conditions.

Efforts will be made to develop 
a unified national market and 
continuously prevent and defuse 
risks in key areas. It is imperative 
to secure the steady development of 
employment, businesses, markets 
and expectations, getting the 15th 
Five-Year Plan (2026-2030) off to a 
good start.

China will continue to implement 
a more proactive fiscal policy and 
maintain necessary fiscal deficits, 
overall debt levels and expenditure 
scale, while standardizing tax 
incentives and fiscal subsidy policies.

Greater attention should 
be given to addressing local 
fiscal difficulties, and Party and 
government bodies will continue to 
keep their belts tightened.

China will continue implementing 
a moderately loose monetary policy, 
employ various monetary policy 
tools such as reserve requirement 
ratios and interest rates in a flexible 
and efficient manner to maintain 
ample liquidity.

China will guide financial 
institutions to scale up support for 
domestic demand expansion, sci-tech 
innovation, micro, small and medium 
enterprises, and other key areas.

The RMB exchange rate will be 
kept generally stable at an adaptive, 
balanced level, the meeting said, 
adding that China will make macro 
policy orientations more consistent 
and effective, and refine expectations 
management mechanisms to bolster 
social confidence.

In terms of tasks of next year’s 
economic work, the meeting said 
domestic demand will remain as a 
focus in building a robust domestic 
market.

Special initiatives should be 
advanced to boost consumption, 
and the supply of high-quality 
consumer goods and services 
should be expanded. Unreasonable 
restrictions in the consumption 
sector should be removed, and the 
potential of service consumption 
should be unlocked.

China will work to stabilize and 
revive investment, appropriately 
increase the scale of investment 
within the central government 
budget, and continue to leverage the 
role of new policy-based financial 
instruments. China will also 
advance urban renewal in a high-
quality manner.

It will be essential to enhance 
innovation-driven development 
to accelerate the cultivation of 
new growth drivers. China will 
develop international technological 
innovation centers in Beijing 

(Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region), 
Shanghai (Yangtze River Delta), 
and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area.

Efforts will be made to advance 
the AI Plus Initiative, improve AI 
governance and foster innovation in 
science and technology finance.

During the meeting, it was 
emphasized that deepening 
reform is essential to enhance the 
momentum and vitality of high-
quality development.

China will intensify efforts to 
address involution, formulate and 
implement a reform plan involving 
state-owned assets and state-owned 
enterprises, and improve supporting 
regulations and policies for the law 
on promoting the private sector. The 
country will also continue to deepen 
comprehensive reforms in capital 
market investment and financing.

The meeting underscored the 
need to steadily advance institutional 
opening up, expand self-initiated 
opening up in the service sector in 
an orderly manner, and make solid 
progress in developing the Hainan 
Free Trade Port.

Efforts should be made to 
support service export, actively 
develop digital and green trade, 
reform and improve the systems for 
promoting foreign investment, and 
improve overseas integrated service 
systems, according to the meeting.

The meeting also highlighted 
the need to promote high-quality 
Belt and Road cooperation, as well 
as negotiate and sign more regional 
and bilateral trade and investment 
agreements.

Coordination in development 
should be promoted to facilitate 
integrated urban-rural development 
and regional synergy, it said, noting 
that coordinated steps should be 
taken to advance urbanization with a 

focus on counties and all-around rural 
revitalization, promoting high-quality 
development of county economies.

China will ensure that the 
total area of farmland remains 
above the specified red line and 
keep the prices of grain and other 
major agricultural products at a 
reasonable level. It will continue 
to consolidate the achievements of 
poverty alleviation and ensure that 
no large-scale relapse into poverty 
occurs, as well as promote high-
quality development of the marine 
economy, according to the meeting.

With carbon emissions peaking 
and carbon neutrality as the goals, 
efforts should be made to promote a 
comprehensive green transformation.

It is necessary to further advance 
energy conservation and carbon 
reduction in key industries, formulate 
an outline for building China into 
an energy powerhouse, expand 
the application of green electricity 
and strengthen the development of 
national carbon emissions trading 
market, said the meeting.

It also stressed the need to 
implement a comprehensive waste 
management initiative, solidly 
advance the Three-North Shelterbelt 
Forest Program and enhance the 
country’s capacity to respond to 
extreme weather events.

Prioritizing people’s livelihoods, 
practical measures will be taken to 
get things done for the people, the 
meeting said.

Efforts will be made to stabilize 
employment for key groups such 
as college graduates and migrant 
workers, adjust the distribution 
of educational resources, deepen 
the reform of medical insurance 
payment methods, and strengthen 
care and assistance for people in 
difficulty, the meeting said.

It is imperative to help maintain 

the birth rate at a stable level, the 
meeting said, adding that solid work 
should be done in workplace safety, 
disaster prevention, mitigation, and 
relief, and food and drug safety.

The meeting also stressed 
defusing risks in key areas actively 
and prudently, with a focus on 
stabilizing the real estate market. 
Efforts should be made to steadily 
advance the construction of “quality 
homes” and defuse local government 
debt risks in an orderly manner.

The country must tap new space 
for demand growth to strengthen 
the domestic circulation, promote 
the deep integration of scientific 
and technological innovation with 
industrial innovation to develop 
new quality productive forces, and 
unswervingly deepen reform and 
expand opening-up so as to unleash 
the momentum and vitality for high-
quality development.

More efforts should be made 
to better safeguard and improve 
people’s livelihoods and actively 
and prudently defuse risks in key 
areas, the meeting noted.

The need was stressed at the 
meeting to uphold the centralized 
and unified leadership of the CPC 
Central Committee. The meeting 
also called for doing a good job 
in economic work according to 
local conditions, and for a correct 
understanding of what it means to 
perform well. It also urged efforts 
to well formulate the 15th Five-Year 
plans at national and local levels 
and relevant special plans, and 
pursue high-quality and sustainable 
development.

A good job must be done to 
ensure adequate supply of major 
goods related to people’s basic 
needs at the turn of the year, take 
care of the work and lives of people 
in need, and forestall and defuse 
risks of major and serious accidents, 
said the meeting.

The meeting also emphasized 
the need to more closely unite 
around the CPC Central Committee 
with Comrade Xi Jinping at its 
core, strive to achieve the goals 
and tasks for economic and social 
development next year and get the 
15th Five-Year Plan period (2026-
2030) off to a good start.

The meeting was attended by Li 
Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, 
Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang and Li Xi, 
who are all members of the Standing 
Committee of the Political Bureau 
of the CPC Central Committee.

Li Qiang made a concluding 
speech, putting forward require-
ments for implementing the guiding 
principles of Xi’s important speech 
and doing a good job in the economic 
work next year.                  – Xinhua

China holds Central Economic Work Conference to plan for 2026

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, 
the nation’s president and chairman of the Central Military Commission, delivers an 
important speech at the annual Central Economic Work Conference in Beijing.The 
conference was held in Beijing from Wednesday through yesterday.         – Xinhua
 

Govt lists 400 items of cultural value as statutorily protected
Continued from p.1

During yesterday’s press conference, 
Wong noted that the government has drawn 
up the administrative regulation after 
assessing the opinions gathered during a 
one-month public consultation carried out 
between December 4 last year and January 
2 and after consulting the government-
appointed Cultural Heritage Council.

Wong said that the 400 items cover 24 
categories, namely archaeological artefacts, 
worship objects, religious items, porcelains, 
ceramics, enamelware, drawings, 
prints, calligraphies, sculptures, stone 
inscriptions, textiles, furniture, decorative 
components, recreational materials, means 
of transportation, valuable manuscripts, 
rare books, maps, printed materials, official 

documents, letters, photographic records, 
and handmade fans.

Wong noted that all 400 items are part of 
the collection of the Macau Museum.

According to the law, the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau is tasked with assessing and 
deciding whether any items with potentially 
significant cultural value owned by itself 
and those owned by various other public 

entities should be classified as statutorily 
protected movable properties.

Leong said yesterday that her bureau 
will launch its process to assess the possible 
listing of other items with potentially 
significant cultural value in the second batch 
in due course from the collection of other 
cultural facilities. 
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BEIJING – China regards 
ASEAN as its closest cooperation 
partner and is ready to continue 
providing mutual support 
and trust with ASEAN, align 
development strategies, create 
cooperation highlights, uphold 
open regionalism, pursue true 
multilateralism, resist any form of 
unilateral bullying and Cold War 
mentality, Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said in Beijing yesterday.

Wang, also a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee, told Dato Erywan 
Pehin Yusof, Brunei’s second 
minister of foreign affairs, that 
China and ASEAN can jointly act 
as an important force for regional 
prosperity and stability.

Noting that the next year will 
mark the 35th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries, 
Wang said China is willing to take 
the important consensus reached 
by the two heads of state as the 
fundamental guideline, maintain 
high-level exchanges with Brunei, 
enhance strategic communication, 
deepen mutually beneficial 
cooperation, strengthen multilateral 
coordination, and take new steps in 
building a China-Brunei community 
with a shared future.

Wang elaborated on China’s 
principled position on the Taiwan 
question, and on the grave harm of 
the erroneous statements made by 
Japan’s current leader regarding 
Taiwan.

He commended Brunei for 
upholding the one-China principle 
firmly over the years, and expressed 
his hope and belief that Brunei will 
come to understand China’s position 
fully, and will continue to be a strong 
supporter of the Chinese people’s 
just cause in safeguarding national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Wang also called on the two 
sides to work together to defend the 

post-war international order, as well 
as human conscience and justice.

Brunei recognizes that Taiwan 
is an inalienable part of the 
People’s Republic of China and 
will stay committed to the one-
China policy, and will support 
China’s great cause of national 
reunification, Erywan said.

China has always been the most 
important force in promoting regional 
solidarity and stability, he noted.

He said Brunei is willing 
to maintain close high-level 
exchanges with China, strengthen 
political mutual trust, promote 
people-to-people and cultural 
exchanges, deepen cooperation 
in fields such as manufacturing, 
agriculture and fisheries, and push 
for greater development of Brunei-
China relations.

Erywan noted that against the 
backdrop of rising uncertainties in 
the current international situation, 
regional countries should strengthen 
cooperation and jointly resist 
unilateralism and neocolonialism.

Noting that China and ASEAN 
are natural cooperation partners, 
Erywan called on the two countries 

to maintain close cooperation 
within the framework of ASEAN-
China relations, advance their 
comprehensive strategic partnership, 
and bring benefits to the people of all 
countries in the region.

Brunei fully supports China 
in successfully hosting the APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meeting next 
year and looks forward to China 
exerting greater influence and 
leadership in international and 
regional affairs, he added.

Both sides agreed to work 
together to uphold peace and 
stability in the South China Sea and 
accelerate consultations on the Code 
of Conduct in the South China Sea.

Both sides held that the 
international community should 
strive for a genuine comprehensive 
and durable ceasefire on the 
Israel-Palestine issue, implement 
the principle of “the Palestinians 
governing Palestine”, adhere 
unswervingly to the general 
direction of the two-state solution, 
avoid double standards, and 
promote the long-term peace and 
stability of the Middle East.

– Xinhua

Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, shakes hands with Dato Erywan Pehin 
Yusof, Brunei’s second minister of foreign affairs, in Beijing yesterday. 

BEIJING – Reunification is the 
only direction for Taiwan’s future, 
a Chinese mainland spokesperson 
said yesterday.

Chen Binhua, a spokesperson 
for the State Council Taiwan 
Affairs Office, made the remarks 
in response to a media query about 
Taiwan leader Lai Ching-te’s 
recent media interview.

Chen said Lai is once again 
peddling the narratives of seeking 
“Taiwan independence” through 
military buildup and soliciting 
foreign support, attempting to 
mislead the people of Taiwan and 
distort international public opinion.

Such remarks once again 
expose Lai’s obstinate pro-
independence nature and reveal his 

true role as a “saboteur of peace,” 
“creator of crises,” and “instigator 
of war,” Chen said.

Since taking office, Lai has clung 
stubbornly to his “Taiwan indepen-
dence” stance, aggressively promot-
ing separatist fallacies and constant-
ly inciting cross-Strait confrontation, 
pushing Taiwan toward the perilous 
brink of conflict, he said.

Lai is the instigator of 
escalating cross-Strait tensions 
and the primary source of division 
within Taiwan society, he added.

Chen stressed that peace is the 
shared aspiration of people on both 
sides of the Strait, and reunification is 
the only direction for Taiwan’s future.

“We are committed to 
creating broad space for peaceful 

reunification,” he said, “but will leave 
no room for any form of ‘Taiwan 
independence’ separatist activities.”

Chen expressed the hope that 
the people of Taiwan would clearly 
recognize the severe dangers and 
detrimental consequences of the 
Lai Ching-te authorities’ pursuit of 
a separatist agenda, firmly oppose 
“Taiwan independence” and 
external interference.

He also expressed the hope that 
the people of Taiwan would work 
with the mainland to safeguard 
peace and stability across the Strait, 
promote the peaceful development 
of cross-Strait relations, and jointly 
create a bright future for national 
reunification and rejuvenation.

– Xinhua

Artistes perform at the opening ceremony of the 2025 Maritime Silk Road International 
Cultural Tourism Festival in Quanzhou, Fujian Province, yesterday.         – Xinhua 

China to work with ASEAN to 
align development strategies, 

resist unilateral bullying: Wang Yi

Reuni!cation the only direction 
for Taiwan’s future

LHASA – No casualties have 
been reported after a 5.0-magnitude 
earthquake jolted Tsonyi County 
of Nagqu City in the nation’s 
southwestern Xizang Autonomous 
Region yesterday, according to the 
local earthquake bureau.

The epicenter was monitored 
at a latitude of 32.95 degrees north 
and a longitude of 88.65 degrees 
east. The quake struck at a depth of 
10 kilometers, according to a report 
issued by the China Earthquake 
Networks Center (CENC).

The epicenter was located 
31.48 kilometers from the county 
seat, where residents said they had 
felt strong tremors and seen water 
visibly sloshing in buckets, and 
noticeable shaking could also be felt 
inside buildings.

It was 41.82 kilometers from 
a township under the county’s 
jurisdiction where local officials 

said that tremors had been felt in the 
location of the township government. 
Local authorities were carrying out 
preliminary inspections both online 
and in-person. As of late last night, 
no casualties or building collapses 
had been reported in the town, and 
communication, power supply and 
transportation remain unaffected.

Following the earthquake, Tsonyi 
County launched a prompt emergency 
response. Efforts were focused on 
inspecting key areas in the affected 
region, including resident safety, 
buildings, roads, and electricity and 
network infrastructure.

No injuries, casualties, or 
building damage had been reported 
as of late last night in either the 
county seat or the township. 
Communication networks and power 
supply infrastructure were operating 
normally, and roads remained clear.

– Xinhua, MPD

No casualties reported after 
5.0-magnitude quake jolts Xizang
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DENPASAR – A controversial 
British adult film star faces 
deportation from Indonesia’s 
resort island of Bali for violating 
immigration laws after she was 
arrested on suspicion of making 
pornographic online content, 
police said yesterday.

Local police last week raided a 
studio in the popular tourist hub of 
Badung near the island’s capital, 
Denpasar, detaining Bonnie Blue, 
whose real name is Tia Billinger.

Three men – two Britons and 
an Australian – were also detained 
after police received a tip-off from 
a “concerned citizen”, said local 
police chief Muhammad Arif 
Batubara.

“We are conducting a joint 
investigation regarding activities 
involving alleged criminal acts 
of pornography or... material 
that violates decency,” Arif told 
journalists in Denpasar.

“We will immediately take 
firm action, deport them, and 
submit them for blacklisting,” 
said Bali airport immigration chief 
Winarko, who goes by one name.

Police and immigration 
officials said so far they could not 
find any evidence the group had 
made pornographic material.

Instead, the group faces 
deportation for breaking tourist visa 
rules – including working without 
permits and breaking traffic laws.

Billinger, 26, and her male 
companions, all in their twenties 
will appear before the Denpasar 
District Court today, after which 
they also face blacklisting.

“This will happen immediately 
after the hearing,” Winarko said.

Although Bali is mainly 
populated by Hindus and visited 
by millions of foreigners, Mus-
lim-majority Indonesia strongly 
disapproves of making pornog-
raphy, which could carry a jail 
sentence of up to 12 years and a 
US$360,000 fine.

Police did not say where the 
group was being detained, but 
confirmed their passports had 
been confiscated ahead of the 
hearing.

Arif said during the December 
4 raid police also seized camera 
equipment and contraceptives, as 
well as a blue pickup truck that 
said “Bang Bus” on the doors.

Sixteen other witnesses were 
also questioned and released 
during the probe.

The witnesses were told that 
the content the group was trying 
to produce “would be fun and that 
many viewers on social media 
would want to see it”, said Arif.

The witnesses denied the 
videos were pornographic 
and were made “with playful, 
humorous scenes”.

Billinger first shot to fame 
as an adult content creator using 
provocative stunts.

In recent years, Bali officials 
have increasingly complained 
about foreign tourists behaving 
badly.

Visitors including several 
Russian influencers, have been 
deported for posing nude at sacred 
sites on the island.   – AFP

British adult content creator Tia Billinger, known as ‘Bonnie Blue’, arrives at 
Ngurah Rai Immigration Office in Jimbaran on Indonesia’s resort island of Bali 
yesterday.              – AFP

Alexandra Bacon with Pam Cas-
tro and Cecil Morella in Manila

LONDON – Survivors of a deadly 
2021 typhoon in the Philippines 
have filed a lawsuit against British 
oil giant Shell, seeking financial 
compensation for climate-related 
devastation, three NGOs supporting 
them said yesterday.

Typhoon Rai struck the 
southern and central regions of 
the Philippines in December 2021, 
toppling power lines and trees and 
unleashing deadly floods that killed 
over 400 people and left hundreds 
of thousands homeless.

The lawsuit on behalf of 103 
survivors argues Shell’s carbon 
emissions contributed to climate change, 
impacting Philippine communities.

Trixy Elle, a plaintiff from a 
fishing community whose home and 
four boats were swept away in the 
typhoon, told AFP the lawsuit was 
about getting justice.

“Island residents like us contribute 
only a small percentage of pollution. 
But who gets the short stick? The 
poor like us,” said the 34-year-old, 
who is still paying off high-interest 
loans she needed to rebuild.

“I am not speaking only for my 
community but for all Filipinos who 
experience the effects of climate 
crises,” Elle said, adding that her 
now 13-year-old son still suffers 
from trauma caused by the storm.

In a joint statement, the NGOs 
backing the suit said it represents “a 
decisive step to hold oil giant Shell 
accountable for the deaths, injuries 
and destruction left by the climate-
fuelled storm”.

While typhoons are a regular 
weather pattern in Southeast Asia, 
scientists have long warned that 
climate change is making storms more 
intense because a warmer atmosphere 
holds more moisture and warmer seas 
can turbocharge the systems.

In Manila yesterday, Greenpeace 
climate campaigner Virginia Benosa-
Llorin called the lawsuit a “test case 
to hold the corporations accountable”.

The suit will be the “first time 
claimants in the Global South are 
bringing action related to significant 
personal injury and property 
damage... caused through the 
alleged acts of common measures in 
the Global North”, added UK-based 
lawyer Joe Snape via videolink.

Lost ‘everything’
Plaintiff Rickcel Inting, a 

fisherman, told AFP his family had 
lost “everything in an instant” when 
Typhoon Rai slammed into Bohol 
province, surviving only because 
they lashed themselves to a thick 
column on their rooftop.

“Shell caused what we have 
suffered because of its actions, 
causing pollution and harming 
the environment... they owe poor 
individuals like us,” said the 46-year-
old, adding he had never been able to 
afford to replace his lost fishing boats.

The lawsuit marks the latest step 
in a wider international movement 
to assign responsibility to major 
companies for climate damage.

A German court in May ruled 
that firms could, in principle, be 
held responsible for harm caused by 
their emissions, fuelling hopes that 

other countries would follow suit.
Shell dismissed the lawsuit as “a 

baseless claim”, with a spokesperson 
saying “it will not help tackle climate 
change or reduce emissions”.

“The suggestion that Shell had 
unique knowledge about climate 
change is simply not true,” the firm 
added.

Oil profits
The claimants are seeking 

financial compensation for “lives 
lost, injuries sustained and homes 
destroyed”, NGOs supporting the 
lawsuit said.

Shell, along with many rival 
energy giants, has scaled back various 
climate objectives to focus more on 
oil and gas in order to raise profits.

The United Nations in 2022 
said destruction caused by Typhoon 
Rai was “badly underestimated” 
in initial assessments, tripling 
the number of people “seriously 
affected” to nine million.

The Philippines - ranked among 
the most vulnerable nations to the 
impact of climate change - is hit by 
an average of 20 storms every year.

The UK lawsuit follows an 
historic climate ruling by the 
International Court of Justice in 
The Hague in July, which declared 
states had an obligation under 
international law to address the 
threat of climate change.

ICJ advisory opinions are not 
legally enforceable but are seen 
as highly authoritative in steering 
national courts, legislation and 
corporate behaviour around the globe.

– AFP

Trixy Elle (centre, left), and other survivors of super Typhoon Rai, pose for photos during a press conference at a hotel in Manila 
yesterday.             – AFP

LHOKSEUMAWE – The death 
toll in Indonesia’s devastating floods 
closed in on the 1,000 mark yesterday 
as hundreds of thousands more 
continued to face shortages, with 
frustration growing over relief efforts.

Disaster mitigation agency 
spokesman Abdul Muhari said 990 
people had died by late yesterday in 
the deluge, which laid waste to the 
northwestern island of Sumatra – the 
biggest disaster of its kind in recent years. 
More than 220 people are still missing.

Tropical storms and monsoon 
rains have pummelled Southeast and 

South Asia this month, triggering 
landslides and flash floods from the 
rainforests of Sumatra to highland 
plantations in Sri Lanka - and more 
rain is predicted.

In Sumatra’s Aceh province, 
scene of a cataclysmic tsunami in 
2004, residents are slowly piecing 
back their lives, but frustrations over 
the pace of relief efforts are growing.

“People don’t know who to rely 
on,” said Syahrul, a 39-year-old 
resident in the northern city of Bireuen, 
scene of widespread devastation.

Residents have “lost hope... 

even trying to muster hope for 
themselves. At this point, they can’t 
rely on the government at all, given 
how badly this has been handled,” 
he told AFP.

In nearby Lhokseumawe, 
residents were still fighting to keep 
the mud at bay.

“Nearly 15 days after the flood, 
every day, all we’ve been able to 
do is clean our house on the inside 
only,” said Sariyulis, 36.

“The outside can’t be cleaned 
anymore because of the mud,” he 
told AFP

Most flood victims were 
complaining about the lack of help 
from authorities, Sariyulis added.

“We keep hearing a lot of talk 
about how floods can be handled 
by each province, but what we’re 
experiencing is the opposite.”

“After more than two weeks, 
we’re still grappling with the same 
issues. If you ask about progress, 
it’s been minimal,” he said.

Muzakir Munaf, Aceh’s 
governor, told reporters that an 
ongoing emergency response needed 
to be extended for another two 

weeks “to carry out rehabilitation 
and urgent infrastructure repairs”.

But the most urgent need was for 
medicines, and people were getting 
ill, Muzakir told reporters.

“Our communities are 
experiencing skin diseases, coughs, 
itching, and other ailments caused 
by the flooding,” he said.

Costs to rebuild after the disaster 
could run up to 51.82 trillion rupiah 
(US$3.1 billion) and the Indonesian 
government has so far shrugged off 
suggestions to call for international 
assistance.      – AFP

Toll in deadly Indonesia !oods near 1,000, frustrations grow

British porn star faces Bali 
deportation after studio raid

Filipino typhoon survivors sue Shell over 
climate change
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SEOUL – South Korea’s top 
court ordered yesterday 47 years 
in prison for the mastermind of 
a vicious online sex abuse ring, 
extending his original sentence by 
half a decade.

Cho Ju-bin ran a group that 
blackmailed women and girls, 
including minors, into filming and 
sending sexual content from May 
2019 to February 2020.

The group illegally shared 
these images in pay-to-view 
chatrooms on messaging app 
Telegram, in a case that reignited 
a national conversation over how 
seriously hyper-connected South 
Korea handles digital sex crimes.

Critics have accused 
authorities of being too lenient on 

the widespread illegal sharing of 
sexual content.

South Korean women have also 
taken to the streets in protest over 
an epidemic of cameras hidden in 
toilets, schools and other places to 
secretly record them.

In 2020, Cho was sentenced to 
40 years behind bars, with appeals 
courts later adjusting the term to 42 
years and four months.

In a separate case, Cho was 
convicted of raping a minor and 
producing sexually abusive content 
without the victim’s consent, and 
was sentenced to five years in jail 
by a lower court earlier this year.

The Supreme Court upheld that 
decision yesterday – dismissing 
Cho’s appeal and confirming a 

total of 47 years and four months 
in prison for him.

Cho’s appeal, which had argued 
that adding the five-year sentence 
would push his total prison term 
beyond the legal maximum of 45 
years for combined offences, was 
rejected.

The issue of digital sex crimes 
has also impacted the country’s 
showbiz industry.

In 2019, K-Pop star Goo Hara 
took her own life after being the 
victim of so-called revenge porn 
threats by an ex-boyfriend.

Another K-Pop star Jung Joon-
young was jailed for five years 
after being convicted of filming and 
distributing sex videos without the 
consent of his female partners. – AFP

MRAUK U – A Myanmar 
military air strike killed more than 
30 people at a hospital, aid workers 
said yesterday, as the junta wages 
a withering offensive ahead of 
elections beginning this month.

The junta has increased air 
strikes year-on-year since the start 
of Myanmar’s civil war, conflict 
monitors say, after snatching power 
in a 2021 putsch ending a decade-
long democratic experiment.

The military has set polls 
starting December 28 – touting the 
vote as an off-ramp to fighting – but 
rebels have pledged to block it from 
territory they control, which the 
junta is battling to claw back.

A military jet bombed the 
general hospital of Mrauk-U in 
western Rakhine state, bordering 
Bangladesh, on Wednesday 
evening, two aid workers said.

A junta spokesman could not be 
reached for comment.

At least 20 bodies were visible 
on the ground outside the hospital 
overnight, while daybreak revealed 
rubble covering ward beds, masonry 
peppered by shrapnel and the nearby 
ground cratered.

“This is an inhuman act. It is 
vile and violent,” said aid worker 
Wai Hun Aung – who arrived on the 
scene yesterday morning.

He said 31 people were killed 
and 68 wounded.

“They are saying that they will 
hold elections on December 28,” he 

added. “Even at this time, they are 
brutally killing the people.”

Mass mourning
Carpenter Maung Bu Chay said 

the strike killed three of his loved 
ones – his wife, daughter-in-law and 
her father.

“When someone informed me 
they were in the completely destroyed 
building, I realised they hadn’t 
survived,” said the 61-year-old.

“I feel resentful about their act. 
I feel strong anger and defiance in 
my heart.”

Locals hammered together 
plywood coffins outside a funeral 
hall where bodies lay inside, as 
mourners wept on their knees in a 
frenzy of grief.

Hla Maung Oo, the chair of a 
local committee that organises free 
funerals, said the death toll of 31 
included a months-old infant.

“We don’t want this to happen 
again,” he said. “It should not 
happen like this.”

Rakhine state is controlled almost 
in its entirety by the Arakan Army 
(AA) – an ethnic minority separatist 
force active long before the military 
staged a coup toppling the civilian 
government of democratic leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi.

A statement by the AA’s health 
department said 10 hospital patients 
were “killed on the spot” in the air 
strike on Wednesday night.    

– AFP

Suy Se, with Chayanit Itthipong-
maetee in Surin

ODDAR MEANCHEY – 
Stranded Thai and Cambodian 
evacuees were split yesterday over 
the expected intervention of US 
President Donald Trump to end a 
decades-long border dispute that 
has turned their lives upside down.

Trump said he expects to speak 
with the leaders of Thailand and 
Cambodia to demand a halt to 
military border clashes that this 
week displaced around 600,000 
people and killed at least 20.

A bout of fighting earlier this 
year paused after Trump made 
similar calls, which he proudly 
touted as proof of his peacemaking 
credentials – though the truce 
didn’t last.

But staying in a tent in Oddar 
Meanchey province, Cambodian 
evacuee Het Soeung was optimistic 
about Trump’s new play for peace.

“I have a huge hope that he 
can help ending the clashes,” the 
73-year-old told AFP, calling him 
“the power, the lord of the world”.

“But if he cannot achieve it, we 
also can’t blame him,” she added.

The United States, China 
and Malaysia – as chair of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) regional bloc –
brokered the cessation of fighting 
in July that killed dozens.

In October, Trump backed a 
follow-on joint declaration, touting 
new trade deals with Thailand and 

Cambodia after they agreed to 
prolong their ceasefire.

But Thailand suspended the 
agreement the following month 
after it said soldiers were wounded 
by freshly laid landmines at the 
border. Cambodia has denied 
laying new mines.

AFP spoke to several 
Cambodians who had fled their 
homes near the border to makeshift 
shelters housing thousands, and 
who appealed to Trump to help.

“Donald Trump is a number 
one person,” said 64-year-old 
former soldier Bay Mao, adding he 
was “95 percent” sure the president 
could seal a deal.

Others doubted Trump could 
actually end the longstanding 
conflict, which stems from a disputed 
colonial-era demarcation of the two 
nations’ 800-kilometre frontier.

‘No more talks’
On the other side of the border 

from Oddar Meanchey, Thai 
evacuees who spoke to AFP saw 
negotiations differently.

In the Thai province of Surin, 
farmer Mala Klumya said she had 
heard enough promises of peace 
and no longer trusted foreign 
powers or diplomatic efforts to 
resolve the conflict.

“Trump or [Malaysian Prime 
Minister] Anwar [Ibrahim] don’t 
need to come and help. They don’t 
know how much Thailand has 
suffered,” she said.

“I want to tell third countries: 
don’t try to negotiate anymore. The 
time for that is over,” the 51-year-
old said.

She said Thailand and 
Cambodia should talk directly and 
“end it once and for all”.

Farmer Eia Torkaew said he 
had to leave home with his wife 
for the second time in five months 
– and the resurgence of violence 
was testing people’s patience for 
diplomacy.

“I don’t want any more talks or 
negotiations,” said the 73-year-old. 
“I just want this to end.”

Trump said on Wednesday that 
he believed a call with Thailand 
and Cambodia was scheduled for 
the following day.

But Thai Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul told reporters 
yesterday there had been “no 
coordination” with him so far.

“If there’s a call from the 
US president, we definitely will 
answer the phone and we will 
explain to him,” Anutin said. “He 
does not have more details of the 
situation than me.”

Thai evacuee Mala praised 
what she called her prime 
minister’s “hard line” against 
further negotiations.

“When he said there will be 
no talks, that gets my vote 1,000 
percent,” she said.

“But if he changes his mind and 
goes back to the table, he won’t get 
my vote.”     – AFP

BANGKOK – Warmer seas 
and heavier rains linked to climate 
change, along with Indonesia and 
Sri Lanka’s unique geographies 
and vulnerabilities, combined to 
produce deadly flooding that killed 
hundreds, scientists said yesterday.

Two tropical storms dumped 
massive amounts of rain on the 
countries last month, prompting 
landslides and flooding that killed 
more than 600 people in Sri Lanka 
and nearly 1,000 in Indonesia.

A rapid analysis of the two weather 
systems carried out by an international 
group of scientists found a confluence 
of factors drove the disaster.

They include heavier rainfall 
and warmer seas linked to climate 
change, as well as weather patterns 
such as La Niña and the Indian 
Ocean Dipole.

The research could not quantify 
the precise influence of climate 
change because models do not 
fully capture some of the seasonal 
and regional weather patterns, the 
scientists said.

Still, they found climate change 
has made heavy rain events in both 
regions more intense in recent decades, 
and that sea surface temperatures are 
also higher due to climate change.

Warmer oceans can strengthen 

weather systems and increase the 
amount of moisture in them.

“Climate change is at least one 
contributing driver of the observed 
increase in extreme rainfall,” said 
Mariam Zachariah, one of the study’s 
authors and a research associate at 
Imperial College London.

The analysis, known as an 
attribution study, uses peer-
reviewed methodologies to assess 
how a warmer climate may impact 
different weather events.

The scientists found extreme 
rainfall events in the Malacca Strait 
region between Malaysia and Indonesia 
had “increased by an estimated 9-50 

percent as a result of rising global 
temperatures,” said Zachariah.

“Over Sri Lanka, the trends are 
even stronger, with heavy rainfall 
events now about 28-160 percent 
more intense due to the warming we 
have already experienced,” she told 
reporters.

While the datasets “showed a 
wide range,” Zachariah added, “they 
all point in the same direction, that 
extreme rainfall events are becoming 
more intense in both study regions.”

The scientists said other 
factors were also at play, including 
deforestation and natural geography 
that channelled heavy rain into 

populated flood plains.
The two tropical storms 

coincided with the monsoon rains 
across much of Asia, which often 
brings some flooding.

But the scale of the disaster in the 
two countries is virtually unprecedented.

“Monsoon rains are normal in 
this part of the world,” said Sarah 
Kew, climate researcher at the 
Royal Netherlands Meteorological 
Institute, and study lead author.

“What is not normal is the 
growing intensity of these storms 
and how they are affecting millions 
of people and claiming hundreds of 
lives.”        – AFP

A man watches Chief Election Commissioner A. M. M. Nasir Uddin’s address 
on mobile in Dhaka, Bangladesh yesterday, during the announcement of the 
parliamentary elections and the July National Charter referendum. Bangladesh 
will hold national polls on February 12, 2026 the electoral commission announced 
yesterday, the country’s first vote since a student-led uprising toppled former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina last year.                  – AFP

Warmer seas, heavier rains drove Asia !oods: scientists

Jail term for S Korea’s sex abuse ring boss upped to 47 years

Thai, Cambodian border evacuees split over Trump mediation

Myanmar junta air strike on hospital 
kills 31, aid workers say
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JERUSALEM – Israel said 
yesterday that Hamas “will be 
disarmed” as part of the US-
sponsored peace plan for Gaza, 
after a top leader from the 
Palestinian Islamist movement 
suggested a weapons freeze.

The ceasefire, in effect since 
October 10, halted the war that 
began after Hamas’s deadly attack 
on Israel on October 7, 2023. But 
it remains fragile as Israel and 
Hamas accuse each other almost 
daily of violations.

Top Hamas leader Khaled 
Meshaal told Qatari news channel 
Al Jazeera that the militant group 
is open to a weapons “freeze”, 
but rejects the demand for total 
disarmament put forward in Trump’s 
plan for the Palestinian territory.

An Israeli government official 
told AFP, however, that “there will 
be no future for Hamas under the 
20-point plan. The terror group 
will be disarmed and Gaza will be 
demilitarised”.

The agreement is composed 
of three phases. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
recently indicated that he expected 
the second phase to begin soon.

Under that phase Israeli troops 

would further withdraw from their 
positions in Gaza and be replaced 
by an international stabilisation 
force (ISF), while Hamas would 
lay down its weapons.

The Palestinian militant group 
has indicated it would not agree to 
giving up its arsenal.

“The idea of total disarmament 
is unacceptable to the resistance 
[Hamas],” Meshaal said in the 
interview aired on Wednesday.

“What is being proposed is a 
freeze, or storage [of weapons]... 
to provide guarantees against any 
military escalation from Gaza with 
the Israeli occupation,” he added.

“This is the idea we’re 
discussing with the mediators, 
and I believe that with pragmatic 
American thinking... such a vision 
could be agreed upon with the US 
administration,” he said.

Mediators as ‘guarantors’
Netanyahu is expected to meet 

US President Donald Trump in the 
United States on December 29 to 
discuss the next steps in the truce.

In the first phase of the deal, 
Palestinian militants committed to 
releasing the remaining 48 living and 
dead captives held in the territory. 

So far they have released all of the 
hostages except for one body.

In exchange, Israel has released 
nearly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners 
in its custody and returned the 
bodies of hundreds of dead 
Palestinians.

As for the international 
peacekeeping force, Meshaal 
said the group was open to its 
deployment along Gaza’s border 
with Israel, but would not agree 
to it operating inside the territory, 
calling such a plan an “occupation”.

“We have no objection to 
international forces or international 
stabilisation forces being deployed 
along the border, like UNIFIL,” he 
said, referring to the UN peacekeeping 
force deployed in southern Lebanon 
near the Israeli border.

“They would separate Gaza 
from the occupation,” he added, 
referring to Israel.

“As for the presence of 
international forces inside Gaza, in 
Palestinian culture and consciousness 
that means an occupying force.”

Mediators as well as Arab and 
Islamic nations, he said, could act 
as “guarantors” that there would 
be no escalation originating from 
inside Gaza.     – AFP

A woman fixes her tent as children stand inside at a makeshift camp sheltering displaced Palestinians after heavy rains in the 
Zeitoun neighbourhood of Gaza City yesterday.                    – AFP

GAZA CITY – Hamas rejected 
yesterday a report by Amnesty 
International that accused the 
Islamist movement and other armed 
groups of crimes against humanity 
during and after the October 7, 2023 
attack on Israel that sparked the 
Gaza war.

“The report’s repetition of the 
lies and allegations promoted by the 

occupation government concerning 
rape, sexual violence, and the 
mistreatment of captives clearly 
demonstrates that the purpose of this 
report is incitement and distorting 
the image of the resistance,” Hamas 
said in a statement, calling for the 
human rights organisation to retract 
the “flawed and unprofessional 
report”.       – AFP

JERUSALEM – Israel reopened 
the only crossing on the border it 
controls between Jordan and the 
occupied West Bank on Wednesday 
to aid trucks for Gaza after nearly 
three months of closure, Israeli and 
Palestinian officials told AFP.

Israel closed the crossing after 
a Jordanian truck driver shot dead 
an Israeli soldier and a reserve 
officer at the border in September.

The crossing in the Jordan 
Valley reopened to travellers a few 
days later, but not to humanitarian 
aid destined for the Gaza Strip, 
which has been devastated by more 
than two years of war.

“The Allenby crossing was open 
today [Wednesday] and trucks are 

going from the Allenby crossing 
to Gaza,” said a spokesperson 
for COGAT, the Israeli defence 
ministry body that oversees civilian 
affairs in the Palestinian Territories.

A Palestinian official speaking on 
condition of anonymity confirmed 
that the crossing had been opened.

On Tuesday 96 trucks carrying 
materials for the production of 
cement were allowed to pass through 
the crossing, the official said.

On Wednesday a further 20 
trucks of humanitarian aid entered, 
and yesterday sand was allowed 
in for the construction sector, the 
official added.

Since the crossing’s closure, 
Jordan said it had been able to send 

some aid to Gaza via the Sheikh 
Hussein crossing, located north of 
the occupied West Bank.

On Tuesday, an Israeli official 
said the transfer of goods and aid 
from Jordan through Allenby was 
about to resume after a government 
directive.

“All aid trucks destined for 
the Gaza Strip will proceed under 
escort and security, following a 
thorough security inspection,” the 
official said.

The Allenby crossing is the 
only international gateway for 
Palestinians from the West Bank 
that does not require entering 
Israel, which has occupied the 
territory since 1967.    – AFP

DAMASCUS – Syrian 
authorities on Wednesday granted 
a licence to a Jewish-Syrian 
organisation that plans to work to 
return properties confiscated under 
previous governments, one of its 
founders said.

Since Islamist-led forces toppled 
long-time ruler Bashar al-Assad in 
December last year after nearly 14 
years of civil war, the country’s 
dwindling Jewish community has 
begun welcoming back Syrian Jews 
who had emigrated and the new 
authorities have made overtures 
towards the minority group.

Hind Kabawat, Syria’s social 
affairs and labour minister, told 
AFP the government had granted 
a licence to the Jewish Heritage in 
Syria Foundation, the first Jewish 
organisation to be allowed to 
operate under the new authorities.

“This is a strong message from 
the Syrian state that we do not 
discriminate between one religion 
and another... Syria helps all Syrian 
men and women of every religion 
and sect who want to build our new 
state,” she said.

Henry Hamra, one of the 
organisation’s founders, said 

it will “work on making an 
inventory of Jewish properties and 
returning those confiscated during 
the previous regime, as well as 
protecting, caring for and restoring 
holy sites so that they are accessible 
to all Jews in the world”.

Hamra’s father, Rabbi Yusuf 
Hamra, was reportedly the last rabbi 
to leave Syria in the 1990s.

Both men visited Damascus 
from the United States in February, 
participating in a group prayer for 
the first time in more than three 
decades in the Old City’s Faranj 
synagogue.

Syria’s centuries-old Jewish 
community was able to practise 
their religion under former president 
Hafez al-Assad, Bashar’s father, but 
was prevented from leaving the 
country until 1992.

After that, their numbers 
plummeted from around 5,000 at 
the time to just a handful now.

“We have counted dozens of 
Jewish-owned houses that were 
confiscated by the Bashar al-Assad 
regime,” said Mouaz Moustafa, who 
heads the Washington-based Syrian 
Emergency Task Force association.

– AFP

Henry Hamra, one of the founding members of a Jewish-Syrian organisation that 
plans to work to return properties confiscated under previous Syrian governments, 
reads the Torah inside the Faranj synagogue in Damascus on Wednesday. Syrian 
authorities on Wednesday granted a licence to a Jewish-Syrian organisation that 
plans to work to return properties confiscated under previous governments, one of 
its founders said.                    – AFP

Israel reopens West Bank-Jordan crossing 
for Gaza aid: o"cials

Hamas rejects Amnesty 
Int’l accusations of crimes 
against humanity as ‘lies’

Syrian Jewish group 
to work on returning 

seized property

Israel says Hamas ‘will be 
disarmed’ after group proposes 

weapons freeze
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Robin Millard
GENEVA – Yodelling, the 

traditional singing of herders in the 
Swiss Alps, was recognised by the 
United Nations yesterday as part of 
the world’s cultural heritage.

Yodelling was added to 
UNESCO’s Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity, at a meeting in New Delhi.

“As the emblematic song of 
Switzerland, yodelling encompasses 
a wide variety of artistic expressions 
and is deeply rooted in the 
population,” the Swiss culture 
ministry said.

Yodelling is passed on in 
families, clubs, music schools or 
simply between singers.

More than 12,000 yodellers are 
members of one of the 711 groups 

of the country’s Federal Yodelling 
Association.

“As a characteristic vocal 
technique, yodelling alternates 
between chest and head voice and 
uses meaningless syllables that are 
often associated with local dialects,” 
the culture ministry explained.

Natural yodelling consists of 
melodies without lyrics, while the 
yodelling song combines verses 
and refrains and often touches on 
nature and everyday experiences, it 
added.

“Whether soloist, in small 
groups or in choirs – sometimes 
accompanied by instruments such 
as the accordion – the yodel is 
characterised by its rich sound and 
its presence at concerts, festivals 
and competitions, which are often 

associated with the wearing of 
regional costumes.”

Connection to the 
mountains

For Markus Egli, choir director 
of the Burgerturner-Jodler club in 
Lucerne, UNESCO recognition is a 
good way to bolster the continuation 
of yodelling.

“This singing is part of our culture, 
of Switzerland’s identity,” he told 
AFP recently, adding that according 
to oral tradition, it was originally “a 
means of communication from one 
mountain to another”.

Dressed in traditional attire 
and wearing a felt hat, 79-year-old 
Max Britschgi, a member of the 
choir for nearly 50 years, saw it as 
a celebration of nature, explaining 

that he felt “connected to the 
mountains” through yodelling.

The tenor also appreciates the 
“camaraderie and connection with 
others” brought by singing together.

Switching between chest 
voice and the higher head voice 
is “the most complicated” aspect, 
according to Yvonne Eichenberger, 
35, the choir’s soprano.

“It requires time and practice,” 
she said.

Degrees and ‘yodelton’
Julien Vuilleumier, who advised 

the Swiss culture ministry on the 
UNESCO application, said the 
origins of yodelling were unclear.

However, “yodelling as we 
know it today was codified in the 
19th and 20th centuries”, with “cross-

influences” from southern Germany, 
and the Tyrolean mountains of 
Austria and Italy, he told AFP ahead 
of UNESCO’s decision.

The reach of yodelling extends 
beyond Switzerland. Through 
waves of emigration, it has become 
integrated into US folk music, 
including country.

It is continuing to evolve, 
extending into “more experimental 
forms, bordering on jazz, pop, 
and rock,” Vuilleumier said, 
highlighting “yodelton” – a creation 
by a Swiss artist that blends 
yodelling with reggaeton rhythms.

Yodelling is even now in 
higher education, with a master’s 
programme established in 2018 
at Lucerne University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts.     – AFP

Jo Biddle
LONDON – More than 600 

items, including military medals 
and jewellery from a collection 
documenting the links between 
Britain and countries in the 
former British Empire, were 
stolen from a UK museum in 
September, police said yesterday.

Avon and Somerset Police 
have launched an appeal for 
information about four men 
captured on security cameras 
on September 25 outside a 
building in the southwestern city 
of Bristol, which housed items 
from the collection.

“More than 600 artefacts of 
various descriptions were taken 
by the offenders,” police said 
in a statement about the theft 
from the British Empire and 
Commonwealth Collection.

“The theft of many items 
which carry a significant cultural 
value is a significant loss for the 
city,” said the officer in the case, 
Dan Burgan.

“These items, many of which 
were donations, form part of a 
collection that provides insight 
into a multi-layered part of 
British history,” he added.

As well as jewellery and 
military medals, badges and 
pins, other stolen items included 
decorative artefacts such as 
carved ivory, silver pieces and 
bronze figurines.

A number of natural history 
pieces, including geological 
specimens, were also taken.

Police said they wanted to 
talk to the four unidentified men, 
all wearing caps or hoodies, seen 
in the CCTV images carrying 
bags in the early hours.

The burglary happened be-
tween 1:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. on 
September 25 in the city’s Cum-
berland Road area, officers said.

‘Invaluable record’
The collection contains 

diverse objects, many of them 
from the Pacific islands and 
clothing from African nations.

There are also photographs, 
films, personal papers as well 
as sound recordings to provide 
“insights into diverse lives and 
landscapes during a challenging 
and controversial period of 
history,” according to the 
collection’s website.

Philip Walker, head of 
culture and creative industries 
at Bristol City Council, said he 
was “deeply saddened” by the 
theft.

He said the collection 
documented “the links between 
Britain and countries formerly 
part of the British Empire from 
the late 18th Century to the late 
20th Century”.

“The collection is of 
cultural significance to many 
countries and provides an 
invaluable record and insight 
into the lives of those involved 
in and affected by the British 
Empire,” he said.

Transferred from the former 
British Empire & Commonwealth 
Museum in Bristol when it 
closed in 2012, the collection 
remained in the care of the 
city council, as well as Bristol 
Museums, which encompasses 
five different institutions, and the 
city’s archives.

The revelation comes after 
thieves stole crown jewels from 
the Louvre in Paris in October.

In August 2023, the British 
Museum in London revealed 
that some 1,800 items had been 
taken from its world-renowned 
collections by a former 
employee. A few hundred were 
later recovered.

The museum’s director, 
Hartwig Fischer, resigned in 
August 2023 after admitting 
the institution did not act “as it 
should have” on warnings that 
items had gone missing.    – AFP

LONDON – The incoming 
Archbishop of Canterbury will be the 
subject of a complaint regarding her 
handling of an abuse allegation, the 
Church of England said yesterday, 
months after her predecessor resigned 
over a serial abuse cover-up.

Sarah Mullally, 63, is set to 
become the first woman to lead the 
centuries-old mother church of the 
world’s 85-million-strong Anglican 
community on January 28.

Currently the Bishop of London, 
she is due to succeed Justin Welby, 
who stepped down from the top post 
earlier this year over findings that the 
Church of England had covered up 
a 1970s case of serial sexual abuse 
against boys and young men.

He failed to notify authorities 
about the abuses when they came to 
his attention in 2013, a report found, 
triggering Welby’s resignation.

The Church of England, which has 
been struggling to shake accusations 
of years of sex abuse cover-ups and 
safeguarding failures, acknowledged 
yesterday that it was looking into 

a 2020 complaint made against 
Mullally’s handling of allegations.

The Premier Christian News 
organisation on Monday reported 
that a victim, referred to as “Survivor 
N”, said his abuse allegation against a 
priest were not investigated properly 
by the Diocese of London, which has 
been led by Mullally since 2018.

Premier reported that when Survivor 
N made the accusation, Mullally sent a 
confidential email about the allegation 
directly to the priest concerned – 
violating safeguarding measures.

The newspaper did not report 
when the accusation was first made, 
but said the victim later filed a formal 
complaint against Mullally over her 
handling of the case, which was 
received by Church leadership in 
2020 but was not addressed.

The victim also claimed he was 
later subjected to a “systematic 
campaign of harassment and 
retribution” in the Diocese of London.

‘Toxic’ culture
The Church of England said the 

complaint against Mullally was not 
taken forward due to “administrative 
errors and an incorrect assumption 
about the individual’s wishes”.

“The Bishop of London was 
unaware of the matter,” Lambeth 
Palace said in a statement shared 
with AFP.

“Urgent arrangements are now 
being made for the complaint to be 
considered,” it added.

Mullally said while the victim 
was “let down by the processes of the 
Church of England”, his allegation 
was “fully dealt with” by the Diocese 
of London.

“As Archbishop of Canterbury, 
I will do everything in my power to 
bring about much needed and overdue 
reform,” she added in a statement.

She has previously pledged 
to improve safety and “listen to 
survivors” in her new post.

Survivor N was also subject to a 
restraining order after a court found 
that he had been “harassing” the 
priest who was the subject of his 
allegations.        – AFP

Foresters pick up dead storks along the shore of the Foresters pick up dead storks along the shore of the 
Manzanares River in Getafe, outside Madrid, yesterday. Manzanares River in Getafe, outside Madrid, yesterday. 
Hundreds of storks have been found dead along the river, Hundreds of storks have been found dead along the river, 
raising concerns that a highly infections strain of bird flu may raising concerns that a highly infections strain of bird flu may 
be circulating. Bird flu, also known as avian influenza, rarely be circulating. Bird flu, also known as avian influenza, rarely 
poses a risk to humans but can cause major losses in the poses a risk to humans but can cause major losses in the 
agricultural sector and disruptions to food supplies.       – AFPagricultural sector and disruptions to food supplies.       – AFP

Swiss yodelling joins world cultural heritage list

Over 600 British Empire 
artefacts stolen from 

museum: police

New Church of England head accused 
of mishandling abuse complaint
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LISBON – Widespread disruption hit 

Portuguese air travel and trains, hospitals and 
schools yesterday as trade unions called the 
biggest nationwide strike action for more than 
a decade against government labour reforms.

Underground metro stations in the capital 
Lisbon were shut while ferries and trains ran 
a skeleton service, with departure boards 
overwhelmingly announcing cancellations.

“I got up at four o’clock to go to work but 
I’m stuck because I’ve still not managed to 
get a train,” 20-year-old Nairene de Melo, 
a hotel employee, told AFP at one station 
linking the city centre with its southern and 
western suburbs.

Shops, cafés and restaurants were open 
but with fewer customers than usual.

“It’s a lot calmer than normal,” said 
Fernanda Marques, 64, who works at a café 
near the station, as she set up tables on the 
terrace.

“People have organised themselves in 
advance.”

Traffic was also lighter than a normal 
weekday morning and it was calmer, too, 
at airports, after national carrier TAP Air 

Portugal cancelled more than 200 flights.
Portugal’s largest car factory – a 

Volkswagen group plant located in the 
southern Setúbal region – ground to a halt.

‘Attack’ on work
According to labour unions, refuse 

collection was at a standstill along with 
dozens of hospital departments handling non-
urgent cases.

Both the national doctors’ union and 
the main teaching union said most of their 
members were taking part.

But a government spokesman insisted that 
“the vast majority of Portuguese people are 
at work”, likening the walk-out to “a partial 
strike in certain areas of the public sector”.

Trade unions have been infuriated by 
a draft law proposed by the central-right 
minority government that it says aims to 
simplify firing procedures, extend the length 
of fixed-term contracts and expand the 
minimum services required during a strike.

Prime Minister Luís Montenegro insisted 
that the labour reforms, with more than 
100 measures, were intended to “stimulate 
economic growth and pay better salaries”.

But the communist-leaning General 
Confederation of the Portuguese Workers 
(CGTP) and more moderate General Union of 
Workers (UGT) have lambasted the plans. And 
the walk-out is Portugal’s biggest since June 
2013, when the country needed International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and European Union 
help to overcome a debt crisis.

CGTP Secretary General Tiago Oliveira 
told AFP the reforms were “among the biggest 
attacks on the world of work”.

Support for strikers
Out of a working population of some five 

million people, around 1.3 million are already 
in insecure positions, Oliveira said.

With Portugal set to elect a new president 
in January, Oliveira said he considered the 
strike was “already a success” even before it 
started, as it had drawn public attention to the 
labour reforms.

Public opinion is largely behind the action, 
with 61 percent of those polled in favour of 
the walk-out, according to a survey published 
in the Portuguese press.

On the eve of the strike, Montenegro 
said he hoped “that the country will function 

as normally as possible... because the rights 
of some must not infringe on the rights of 
others”.

Although his party lacks a majority in 
parliament, Montenegro’s government should 
be able to force the bill through with the 
support of the liberals and the far right, which 
has become the second-largest political force 
in Portugal.

The left-wing opposition has accused 
Montenegro’s camp of not telling voters that 
workers’ rights roll-backs were on the cards 
while campaigning for the last parliamentary 
elections.

Although Portugal has recently recorded 
economic growth of around two percent and 
a historically low unemployment rate of some 
six percent, the prime minister has argued 
that the country should take advantage of the 
favourable climate to push through reforms.

Armindo Monteiro, head of the Portuguese 
Industry Confederation (CIP), condemned 
the strike and told AFP the government’s 
draft law was only a “basis for discussion” 
aiming to correct the “misbalance” caused by 
labour changes made by a previous left-wing 
government.        – AFP

Pedestrians walk past idle trains at Lisbon’s Santa Apolónia railway station during Portugal’s general strike yesterday.         – AFP

A poster announcing the country’s general strike is displayed at a bus stop in 
Lisbon’s Cais do Sodré waterfront district yesterday. The poster demands to put an 
end to Portugal’s “capitalist government”.                 – AFP

MADRID – Spain’s Supreme 
Court yesterday ordered a former close 
associate of Socialist Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez to stand trial for alleged 
corruption in a case that has threatened 
to topple the government.

The probe into José Luis Ábalos, a 
former transport minister and Socialist 
heavyweight who helped propel 
Sánchez to power in 2018, is one of 
several corruption scandals rattling the 
fragile minority coalition.

Ábalos and his ex-adviser Koldo 
García are suspected of pocketing 
kickbacks for the awarding of public 
contracts for sanitary equipment during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Both men will remain in pre-
trial detention, accused of bribery, 
influence peddling, embezzlement and 
membership of a criminal organisation, 
the Supreme Court said in a ruling.

Prosecutors have demanded 24 
years in jail for Ábalos, who has been 

expelled from the Spanish Socialist 
Workers’ Party (PSOE), and 19 and a 
half years for García.

Another former senior Socialist 
figure, Santos Cerdán, is also suspected 
of irregularities in the awarding 
of public contracts, forcing him to 
relinquish his powerful post as the 
party’s organisation secretary.

The scandal has rocked a government 
that came to power promising to clean 
up Spanish politics after the main 
conservative People’s Party (PP) was 
convicted in its own graft affair.

Sánchez has denied any irregular 
funding of his party, refusing opposition 
demands to resign and call a snap vote.

Separate corruption probes have 
ensnared the prime minister’s wife 
Begoña Gómez as well as his younger 
brother David Sánchez.

The legal troubles compound woes 
for the minority government, which 
struggles to pass legislation.           – AFP

MEXICO CITY – Mexican lawmakers 
backed a measure on Wednesday to raise tariffs 
on goods from China and other countries that 
have no trade agreement with Mexico, a move 
Beijing said would harm its interests.

The bill was spearheaded by President 
Claudia Sheinbaum and approved by the Senate 
76-5 on Wednesday night (local time).

It increases tariffs on imports of automobiles, 
textiles, clothing, plastics, appliances and other 
products – primarily affecting Chinese goods.

Changing tariffs will also affect South Korea, 
India, Indonesia, Russia, Thailand, Turkey, 
China’s Taiwan region, and Brazil.

Sheinbaum must now ratify the tariffs, 
expected to take effect on January 1 next year.

The proposed tariff rates had been lowered 
from an initial suggestion of 50 percent, down 
to 20 or 35 percent for most categories of goods. 
The 50 percent rate would still apply in some 
cases.

The move would “substantially harm the 
interests of relevant trading partners, including 
China”, Beijing said yesterday.

“China... hopes Mexico will promptly rectify 

this erroneous practice of unilateralism and 
protectionism,” a Ministry of Commerce (MOC) 
spokesperson in Beijing said in a statement.

The ministry also noted an ongoing trade 
barrier investigation China launched against 
Mexico in September, suggesting the possibility 
of retaliation.

Beijing has previously said it opposes any 
“coercion” to impose restrictions on its exports, 
and yesterday’s statement urged Mexico to “act 
with prudence”.

Mexico’s Sheinbaum administration has 
sought to strengthen the domestic market and 
reduce dependence on imports, though opponents 
of the tariff plan warned it could lead to price 
hikes at home.

There were 35 abstentions on the vote, which 
came amid heavy pressure from US President 
Donald Trump, because senators said the bill was 
rushed and needed more analysis on its impact 
on inflation.

The lower house of Congress approved the 
proposal by 281 votes to 24, with 149 members 
not voting, arguing that further discussion was 
needed.               – AFP

Spanish PM’s former right-hand 
man to face graft trial

Mexico approves measure raising 
tari#s on Chinese imports

General strike hits planes, trains, services in Portugal
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MADRID – Real 
Madrid ran, and running 
was enough. Not to earn 
three points, or even one, 
but to keep the wolf from 

Xabi Alonso’s door - for now.
However, the groundwork for 

the Basque coach’s dismissal has 
been laid and the feeling that he is 
fighting for his position in every 
match, starting with Sunday’s visit 
to face Alaves in La Liga, pervades.

Alonso, whom Spanish media 
reported was set for the sack if 
Madrid lost against Manchester 
City in the Champions League on 
Wednesday, remains at the helm 
despite a 2-1 defeat at a frustrated, 
whistling Bernabeu.

The hope is this match, despite 
the outcome, can be a turning point 
for a team with just two wins in 
their last eight games across all 
competitions.

Madrid trail La Liga leaders 
Barcelona by four points, which 
could become seven if the cham-
pions defeat Osasuna on Saturday.

Alonso’s players rallied around 
him, offering public messages of 
support after the game and even 
during it, as goalscorer Rodrygo 
Goes ran over to hug his manager.

“The only thing we can do is 
change our attitude... and today we 
saw a change,” said defender Raul 
Asencio.

After Madrid’s improved 
display against City, it did not make 
sense for president Florentino 
Perez to let the axe fall.

It would be easy to make 
that call the next time the team 
stumbles - and if it really is a 
turning point, and that doesn’t 
happen, that would work for him 
too. Particularly given the lack of 
an obvious replacement.

Goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois was 
another Madrid player who backed 
the coach, and believes the situation 
will be eased when results turn.

“All of us here support the 
coach with all our heart, and by 
winning on Sunday we will change 

this dynamic,” said Courtois.
Madrid will be without several 

players for the clash in Vitoria, 
after their meltdown last weekend 
during the 2-0 defeat by Celta Vigo 
at home, which put Alonso on the 
brink.

Alvaro Carreras and Fran 
Garcia were sent off and are 
suspended, while Madrid have 
many injuries to contend with, 
including Trent Alexander-Arnold, 
Eder Militao and doubts over Dean 
Huijsen and Eduardo Camavinga.

Most crucially, they do not 
yet know if top goalscorer Kylian 
Mbappe will be fit to play.

The French superstar was on the 
bench against City after knee dis-
comfort and Alonso said it would 
have been a “risk” to play him.

One player they seem to have 
recovered is winger Rodrygo. Not 
from injury, but his dismal run of 
form finally ended against City.

After 32 games without finding 
the net, the Brazilian finished 
superbly to send his team ahead.

Beyond that, he was back to his 
electric best, transformed from the 

diminished figure seen in recent 
months.

“It’s one of today’s good 
pieces of news to see him with that 
individual quality, that flair, and he 
also scored, which was important 
for him,” said Alonso.

On the other flank, Rodrygo’s 
compatriot Vinicius Junior offered 
a less convincing display.

The winger’s anger at Alonso 
when withdrawn in the Clasico in 
October was a flashpoint which 
played its part in Madrid’s season 
flying off the rails.

Since that moment, Spanish 
media have reported a growing rift 
between the players and the coach, 
suggesting various complaints 
about his selection decisions and 
the tactical work they have to do.

It appears to be healing, with 
the support Alonso was offered, 
although whether Madrid’s stars 
retain the work-ethic they displayed 
in a glamourous European tie on 
a wintry Sunday night at Alaves’ 
Mendizorroza stadium will be a 
good barometer.

– AFP

Alonso faces Real Madrid turning 
point test at AlavesMorocco include injured 

captain Hakimi in 
AFCON squad

JOHANNESBURG – 
Morocco included injured 
captain Achraf Hakimi in 
a 26-man squad named 

yesterday for the 2025 Africa Cup 
of Nations.

The 27-year-old full-back 
sprained his ankle after being fouled 
playing for Paris Saint-Germain 
against Bayern Munich last month 
in the UEFA Champions League.

Speaking after the 2026 World 
Cup draw in Washington last Friday, 
head coach Walid Regragui said: “We 
hope he (Hakimi) will be available for 
our first match against the Comoros.”

Hosts Morocco face the 
Comorans on December 21 in Rabat 
in the opening match of the biennial 
African football showpiece.

Referring to recently crowned 
2025 African player of the year 
Hakimi, Regragui added: “He is 
doing better. He is improving. He 
wants to be here (Morocco). He is 
our leader, our captain.”

Morocco are in Group A with the 
Comoros, Mali and Zambia. Group 
winners and runners-up qualify 
automatically for the knockout 
phase, along with the best four of 
the six third-placed teams.

Other Atlas Lions stars, 
including goalkeeper Yassine 
Bounou, Manchester United full-
back Noussair Mazraoui, midfielder 
Sofyan Amrabat and striker Youssef 
En-Nesyri, have been selected.

Morocco are seeking to win the 
AFCON a second time. They drew 
with Guinea in 1976 in Ethiopia 
to finish first in a tournament 
consisting only of mini-leagues.

Only three of the 13 AFCON 
hosts this century - Tunisia, Egypt 
and the Ivory Coast - have been 
crowned champions.    – AFP

PSG team bus stoned 
outside Bilbao hotel

BILBAO – The Paris Saint-
Germain team bus was pelted with 
stones outside the team hotel in 
Bilbao during the night after their 
Champions League game with 
Athletic, a source close to the club 
told AFP yesterday.

The bus was parked and had no 
passengers, the source said.

Media reports said two cracks 
were visible on the coach and two 
people were arrested.

The PSG players and staff were 
able to travel to the city’s airport for 
their yesterday morning flight back 
to Paris.

The club is considering filing a 
complaint over the incident, said the 
source.

On Wednesday evening, Euro-
pean champions PSG drew 0-0 at 
Bilbao, a result which left PSG third 
in the 36-team qualifying league. 
Bilbao are 28th.       – AFP

3 hospitalised after attack 
on Spanish football fans 
in Poland

WARSAW – Three people 
were hospitalised after an attack 
on supporters of Rayo Vallecano 
travelling to a Europa Conference 

League match in eastern Poland, 
local police announced yesterday.

Then “around 50 people, some 
of them masked, emerged from 
the nearby forest. A confrontation 
ensued,” the Masovian regional 
police said on X.

“Thanks to the arrival of the 
police, escalation was avoided. On 
site, an ambulance team provided 
care to the injured, and three people 
were transported to hospital,” the 
police added, without specifying the 
injured parties’ nationality.

According to the police, two 
coaches carrying the Spanish 
supporters were blocked by two 
passenger cars on an expressway 
near Ostrow Mazowiecka, in the 
east of the country, during the night 
from Wednesday to Thursday.

Police did not specify that the 
fans were supporters of the Madrid 
club, but local media reported 
they were travelling to see Rayo, 
who face Jagiellonia in nearby 
Bialystok, close to the Belarusian 
border, yesterday.

The police say seven people had 
been arrested so far in connection 
with the incident.

They noted that they seized, 
among other items, “balaclavas, 
telescopic batons, wooden sticks 
and metal bolt cutters”.     – AFP

Ex-Man Utd star Lingard 
scores on tearful farewell 
to S Korea

SEOUL – Former Manchester 
United and England star Jesse 
Lingard signed off with a goal in 
his final game for FC Seoul before 
bidding a tearful farewell to South 
Korean football after two seasons.

The 32-year-old former England 
international scored the opener in 
Seoul’s 1-1 draw at home to Mel-
bourne City in the AFC Champions 
League on Wednesday night, having 
announced days before it would be 
his last appearance for the club.

Lingard, who made 60 appear-
ances for FC Seoul, broke down in 
tears after the match as he watched 
a video on the big screen which paid 
tribute to “Our beloved captain”.

“Your name and legacy will 
always be remembered in the 
history of our club,” it said. “Seoul 
will always be your home. Thank 
you, our captain.”

Lingard, who joined the club in 
February last year, addressed and 
applauded the home fans before 
hugging his team-mates during a lap 
of honour.

He said on the eve of the game 
that he had spent “a happy two 
years” in South Korea.

“I’ve learnt a lot, I’ve become 
more mature, I’ve had a lot of 
responsibility this year being 
captain,” said the attacking 
midfielder, who played 32 times 
for England, including in the 2018 
World Cup semi-final.

“I can leave South Korea more 
mature, I believe.”

Lingard coolly slotted home 
in the 31st minute to put Seoul in 
front and celebrated with a Michael 
Jackson-style moonwalk.

Melbourne equalised midway 
through the second half.     – AFP

Real Madrid’s Spanish coach Xabi Alonso (right) and Manchester City’s Spanish 

manager Pep Guardio gesture to players during the UEFA Champions League 

league phase day 6 match between Real Madrid CF and Manchester City at 

Santiago Bernabeu Stadium in Madrid on Wednesday.          – AFP

Football shorts

Club Brugge’s Belgian defender Joaquin 

Seys (right) stretches for the ball in front of 

Arsenal’s English forward Noni Madueke 

during the UEFA Champions League, 

league phase - matchday 6, between Club 

Brugge and Arsenal at the Jan Breydel 

stadium in Bruges on Wednesday. Arsenal 

won the game 3-0.              –  AFP
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LAUSANNE – Three 
Russian and six Belarusian 
skiers have been granted 
permission to take part in 
Olympic qualifying events 

ahead of next year’s Games, according 
to a list published by the International 
Ski Federation (FIS).

FIS had announced in October that 
it was maintaining a ban on athletes 
from the two countries ahead of the 
Milan-Cortina Games from February 
6-22.

But a ruling by the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport last week 
overturned the ban, paving the way 
for Russians and Belarusians to try to 
qualify for skiing events, which make 
up more than half of the Winter Games 
programme.

Competitors in skiing and 

snowboarding from the two countries 
had been banned from FIS events since 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

But now, Belarusian Hanna 
Huskova, an Olympic gold medallist 
in freestyle skiing in 2018, and Russian 
Anastasia Tatalina, a 2021 world 
champion in the same discipline, can 
both now try to qualify for the Games.

The list of athletes from the two 
countries granted permission to 
compete under a neutral banner is likely 
to lengthen.

“Over the course of the upcoming 
days and weeks, as more eligibility 
reviews are conducted and more 
decisions are made, FIS will publish 
updated versions of the AIN list,” FIS 
said in a short statement referring to 
athletes competing under a neutral 
banner.

The International Olympic 
Committee had announced in 
September that athletes from Russia and 
Belarus would be allowed to compete at 
the Olympics under a neutral banner if 
they meet strict conditions.

Those include competing under 
a neutral flag, taking part only in 
individual events and undergoing 
checks to prove that they did not 
actively support the war in Ukraine or 
have any links with the army.

The same conditions applied to 
the 2024 Paris Summer Olympics at 
which 15 Russians and 17 Belarusians 
competed, winning a combined five 
medals.

So far, two Russian figure skaters 
and one Belarusian have been given the 
green light to compete at the Olympics 
under a neutral flag.          – AFP

3 Russian, 6 Belarusian skiers given 
chance to qualify for Olympics

Sun, Lin advance to quarters after 
winning Chinese derbies at WTT Finals

Table tennis
HONG KONG - Sun Yingsha and Lin Shidong sailed into 

the singles quarterfinals after claiming victories in Chinese 
derbies at the World Table Tennis (WTT) Finals yesterday.

World No.1 Sun cruised past her teammate Wang Yidi 11-
3, 11-9, 11-7, 11-7 in the women’s singles, while 20-year-old 
Lin also swept aside Liang Jingkun 15-13, 11-3, 11-4, 11-9 to 
reach the men’s singles last eight.

“We are familiar with each other. I hadn’t expected to have 
a 4-0 win and just tried to focus on each point. I am satisfied 
with my mindset today and really enjoyed the match,” said 
Sun, who will face Japan’s Miyu Nagasaki today.

“It is always not easy to compete with Liang,” said Lin. 
“It was a tough match particularly in the first game today. I 
managed to control the pace and kept patience to seize the 
victory.”

China’s Xiang Peng, Kuai Man also secured their berths 
in the men’s and women’s quarterfinals after beating South 
Korea’s An Jae-hyun and Japan’s Hina Hayata, respectively.

In the mixed doubles, Wang Chuqin and Sun defeated 
their teammates Lin and Kuai 13-11, 12-10, 11-6, while Wong 
Chun Ting and Doo Hoi Kem of Hong Kong edged Indian pair 
Manush Shah and Diya Chitale 11-7, 11-3, 4-11, 10-12, 11-4.

Today, the singles quarterfinals will be played, and the 
round-robin group competitions in the mixed doubles will 
continue at the WTT Finals.              – Xinhua

British cycling great Hoy recovers from 
‘worst’ crash

Cycling
LONDON – British six-time Olympic cycling champion 

Chris Hoy (pictured) said he recently suffered the “worst” 
crash of his life as he receives treatment for cancer.

The former track star revealed last year that his cancer 
was terminal but the 49-year-old has continued to ride his 
mountain bike.

Hoy said earlier this year that he had entered “a bit of a 
stability stage” in his treatment.

In an interview with Sky Sports published yesterday, the 
Scotsman said he had “smashed his leg up” while riding.

“That’s the worst thing that’s happened recently,” he said. 
“You just don’t bounce like you do when you’re younger.

“It was a big one. I’m doing better now, I’m still on 
crutches, hobbling about.”

He added: “Worse things happen. I’ve been riding bikes 
for 43 years and it’s the worst crash I’ve ever had.”

Only fellow track cyclist Jason Kenny, with seven Olympic 
golds, is above Hoy in the all-time list of British Olympians.

Hoy also claimed 11 world championship golds during his 
glittering career.

He announced in February 2024 that he was undergoing 
treatment for prostate cancer and later that year said the 
diagnosis was terminal after the cancer spread.

He said he had been told by doctors that he had between 
two and four years to live.

Hoy said he was “not a massive risk-taker” but wanted to 
make the most of his life.

“None of us is here forever so you want to make the most 
of the time you have and do the things you enjoy,” he added.

“I’ve just had an unfortunate spill and it’s the way the 
cookie crumbles. I’m doing all right now. I wasn’t doing so 
well in the immediate aftermath of it, but looking forward to 
Christmas.”       – AFP

Eddie Jones given Japan vote of 
confidence for 2027 World Cup

Rugby
TOKYO – Eddie Jones will coach Japan at the 2027 Rugby 

World Cup after surviving a performance review at the end of 
a mixed second year back in charge.

Japan Rugby Football Union chairman Kensuke Iwabuchi 
said after an executive board meeting on Wednesday that there 
had been “various discussions” before deciding to back the 
65-year-old Australian head coach.

“We confirmed that we will continue to support the current 
structure,” said Iwabuchi.

“We will support them so that they can move towards the 
World Cup in a good way.”

Under Jones, Japan drew 1-1 in their home Test series against 
Wales in July before embarking on a tour of Europe last month.

They were thrashed 61-7 by South Africa, lost 41-10 to 
Ireland, edged 24-23 by Wales and beat Georgia 25-23 thanks 
to a last-minute penalty.

Japan finished the year with five wins and six defeats.
In 2024, they had suffered heavy defeats to England, New 

Zealand and France and Iwabuchi said the team had improved 
under Jones.

“There were various discussions but there was a lot of 
praise for the way the team had grown and matured from 2024 
into 2025,” he said.

Japan were drawn in a pool with France, Samoa and the 
United States at the 2027 World Cup in Australia.  – AFP

IOC will decide on new Winter Olympic 
sports in June 2026

LAUSANNE – The IOC will wait until 
next June to decide whether to include new 
sports for the 2030 Winter Olympics in the 
French Alps, president Kirsty Coventry 

said on Wednesday.
“We are going to continue assessing all existing disciplines 

on the Olympic Winter Games programme, as well as with any 
potential new additional sports, and the decision will be done 
in June,” the Zimbabwean said in a media briefing.

The International Olympic Committee had initially 
considered announcing the list of sporting events selected for 
2030 at its December 2025 meeting.

But this decision runs up against the broad reflection 
process launched by Coventry since she replaced Germany’s 
Thomas Bach as IOC chief in June.

The former swimmer set up a working group on the 
Olympic sports programme, tasked with studying the 
possible inclusion in the Winter Games of disciplines such 
as trail running or cyclocross, which fall under international 
federations involved in the Summer Olympics - something 
that would be a first.

International winter sports federations opposed such a 
move in November, arguing that the inclusion of these sports 
would “dilute the brand, heritage, and identity” of the Winter 
Olympics.

The organisers of the 2030 Games are also considering 
adding ice climbing to the Olympic programme, while freeride 
skiing is also lobbying for a spot, and ski mountaineering - 
which has already been included in the 2026 Milan-Cortina 
Winter Olympics that open on February 6 - is seeking to be 
renewed four years later.       – AFP

India’s captain Suryakumar Yadav (left) shakes hands with his 
South African counterpart Aiden Markram at the end of the 
second Twenty20 international cricket match between India and 
South Africa at the Maharaja Yadavindra Singh International 
Cricket Stadium on the outskirts of Chandigarh, India yesterday.  
Opener Quinton de Kock hit a 46-ball 90 to set up South Africa’s 
convincing 51-run win over India in the second T20 international 
and level the series yesterday.
De Kock’s knock laced with five fours and seven sixes powered 
South Africa to 213-4 after being invited to bat first on the 
outskirts of Chandigarh.
South Africa bowled out India for 162 in 19.1 overs despite Tilak 
Varma’s valiant 62 off 34 balls as the visitors pulled one back 
after they lost the opener of the five-match series.              – AFP

Sport in brief
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LOS ANGELES – Hollywood 

A-listers Jon Hamm, Olivia 
Wilde and Russell Crowe will rub 
shoulders with some of cinema’s 
best and brightest new talent at the 
Sundance film festival next month, 
organisers said on Wednesday.

The first edition of the festival 
since the death in September of 
founder Robert Redford will see 
a firmament of stars descend on 
Park City, Utah for one of the most 
important gatherings in the global 
movie calendar.

“I think that this is going to be 
such a celebratory year and a very 
special one,” Sundance director of 
programming Kim Yutani told AFP.

“Any time you can bring together 
such an eclectic group of artists and 
storytellers... I think about Charli 
XCX and Billie Jean King, Salman 
Rushdie, Rinko Kikuchi together... 
it’s such a special [group] of people 
that we can have on the mountain.”

A rich vein of comedy runs 
through this year’s programme, said 
Yutani.

“There are films that are looking 
at things in a kind of more quirky 
and unique way, like ‘The History 
of Concrete’ by John Wilson, which 
is going to have its own enthusiastic 
audience,” she said.

The documentary traces 
Wilson’s efforts to sell a film about 
building materials after attending a 
workshop on how to write and sell a 
Hallmark movie.

The laughs continue with Seth 
Rogen and Edward Norton in “The 
Invite,” opposite Olivia Wilde, who 
also directs.

The script, co-written by Rashi-
da James (“Parks and Recreation”), 
deals with a couple whose mysterious 
neighbours come over for dinner.

Meanwhile, “Mad Men” stars 
Hamm and John Slattery reunite in 
“Gail Daughtry and the Celebrity 
Sex Pass,” where a Midwestern 
bride-to-be rampages through 
Hollywood in an effort to even 
the score after her fiancé uses the 
couple’s “free celebrity pass” on his 
famous crush.

In “The Gallerist” – starring 
Oscar winners Natalie Portman and 
Da’Vine Joy Randolph, along with 
Jenna Ortega and Sterling K. Brown 
– a desperate curator tries to sell a 
dead body at Art Basel Miami.

International
With the movie industry still 

struggling to find its feet after 
successive blows from the streaming 
revolution, the COVID-19 
pandemic and Hollywood strikes 

that crippled Tinseltown in 2023, 
the involvement of such famous 
faces is a vote of confidence in 
independent filmmaking, said 
festival programmer John Nein.

“When you see Chris Pine and 
Jenny Slate in ‘Carousel,’ or when 
you see Channing Tatum and Gemma 
Chan in ‘Josephine’... that’s one 
of the signs of optimism at a time 
when we are looking at some real 
challenges in the sector, that notable 
actors continue to want to be involved 
in these projects,” he told AFP.

Sundance received more than 
16,000 submissions, whittling them 
down to 90 feature-length films, 
with 40 percent of them from first-
time feature directors.

All but a handful of the titles 
that will be screened in the festival’s 
snow-capped Rocky Mountain base 
will be world premieres, selected 
from 164 countries and territories 
around the globe.

The strong international line-
up includes films from traditional 
cinematic powerhouses like Britain, 
in the form of the debut feature 
“Extra Geography” from director 
Molly Manners, and queer genre 
film “Leviticus” from Australia.

But it also includes offerings 
from places the audience might be 
less familiar with, like “Hanging 

by a Wire,” a nail-biting race to 
save schoolboys dangling from a 
stranded cable car in the Himalayan 
foothills.

“Hold On to Me” from Cyprus 
tells the story of an 11-year-old 
tracking down her estranged father, 
while documentary “Kikuyu Land” 
from Kenya examines how powerful 
outside forces use local corruption 
to dispossess a people.

Sundance, which runs from 

January 22 to February 1, is being 
held in Utah for the final time before 
a move to Boulder, Colorado in 2027.

Festival and public programming 
director Eugene Hernandez said 
the final Park City edition, along 
with Redford’s death, makes this a 
significant year.

“We reach this pinnacle of our 
experience in Utah this year,” he 
said. “It’s going to be a special 
edition.”      – AFP

Hollywood meets the world in Sundance line-up

The Egyptian Theatre in Main Street is seen during the Sundance Film Festival, in 
Park City, Utah, on January 23, 2016.                  – AFP 

STOCKHOLM – Iceland’s 
state broadcaster on Wednesday 
announced it would boycott next 
year’s Eurovision Song Contest, 
becoming the fifth country to pull 
out after Israel was given the 
go-ahead to compete.

Spain, the Netherlands, Ireland 
and Slovenia all announced their with-
drawal from the world’s biggest live 
music competition last week, after a 
meeting with organisers, the European 
Broadcasting Union (EBU).

EBU members had been expected 
to vote on new measures brought in to 
tackle alleged irregularities in voting 
in previous events, and after strong 
criticism of Israel’s war in Gaza.

But organisers said a vote was 
not necessary, paving the way for 
Israel to compete, despite claims 
that it was using the contest for 
political purposes.

Iceland’s RUV put off its 
decision until a board meeting on 

Wednesday, after which it stated that 
it had “decided not to participate 
in the Eurovision Song Contest in 
Vienna in Austria next year”.

“The board of RUV had also 
requested the EBU that [Israel’s 
state broadcaster] KAN be removed 
from the contest.”

Iceland’s decision had been 
expected after it said it was 
considering its position.

“Given the public debate in this 
country and the reactions to the 
decision of the EBU that was taken 
last week, it is clear that neither joy 
nor peace will prevail regarding 
the participation of RUV in 
Eurovision,” the broadcaster added.

Some 37 countries took part in 
the 2025 edition, which was won by 
Austrian operatic singer JJ. Israel 
came second.

Eurovision director Martin 
Green said an estimated 35 countries 
would take part in 2026.        – AFP

NEW YORK – Music 
powerhouse Beyoncé, tennis legend 
Venus Williams and Oscar-winning 
actress Nicole Kidman will 
co-chair the 2026 Met Gala on May 
4 alongside Vogue’s Anna Wintour, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
announced on Wednesday in New 
York.

The annual Met Gala, 
traditionally held on the first 
Monday in May, was first organised 
in 1948 and for decades was 
reserved for New York high society.

Wintour, the high priestess of 
US fashion, took over the show in 
the 1990s, transforming the party 
into a catwalk for the rich and 
famous.

The gala is a fundraiser for the 
Met’s Costume Institute, but it is 
also a social media extravaganza 

that sees stars don over-the-top 
looks, vying to create the greatest 
spectacle.

The dress code has not yet been 
revealed but it will dovetail with the 
“Costume Art” exhibition, which 
opens on May 10 at the venerable 
museum in Manhattan and will seek 
to explore the “dressed body” in 
artworks across the centuries.

The co-chairs are power players 
in their fields: music, sports and 
film.

The gala will mark the first 
time in a decade that Beyoncé has 
attended, and fashionistas will be 
holding their breath waiting to see 
what look – or looks – she unveils. 
She was an honorary co-chair in 
2013.

Williams, 45, is the winner of 
seven Grand Slam titles. She is still 

competing on the WTA Tour. Her 
sister Serena – who has retired from 
tennis – co-hosted the event in 2019.

Kidman, who co-chaired the 
event in 2003 and in 2005, has 
several projects in the works for 
2026, including “Practical Magic 
2,” a sequel to the popular 1998 
film about a family of witches, 
and “Scarpetta,” a series based on 
Patricia Cornwell’s crime novel 
heroine.

The Met also announced a 
gala “host committee” led by 
Saint Laurent designer Anthony 
Vaccarello and actress Zoe Kravitz. 
Also on the committee are singers 
Sabrina Carpenter and Doja Cat, 
retired ballet superstar Misty 
Copeland, and Women’s National 
Basketball Association (WNBA) 
champion A’ja Wilson.      – AFP

Iceland says will boycott 2026 
Eurovision Song Contest

Beyoncé, Venus Williams, Nicole Kidman 
to co-chair 2026 Met Gala

US actor, singer, comedian 
and entertainer Dick Van 
Dyke poses upon arrival for 
the 43rd Annual Kennedy 
Center Honors at The 
Kennedy Center on May 
21, 2021 in Washington, 
DC. Van Dyke turns 100 
tomorrow. Famous for his 
part as “Bert,” the chimney 
sweep and bon vivant in the 
musical “Mary Poppins”, he 
also had a sitcom named 
after him and has appeared 
in countless series and 
films.         – AFP
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Gold medalist Wan Jiahao of Jiangxi touches his medal during 
the awarding ceremony for the men’s age 8-11 group 200m for 
Special Olympics athletics at the 12th National Games for Persons 
with Disabilities and the 9th National Special Olympic Games in 
Zhongshan, Guangdong Province, yesterday.      – Xinhua

Zeng Qingtao (right) and Luo Guangliang of Fujian compete during the men’s 
doubles SH6 group 1 match of para badminton at the 12th National Games for 
Persons with Disabilities and the 9th National Special Olympic Games in Macao, 
yesterday.                    – Xinhua

Gold medalist Gu Haiyan (centre) of Shanghai, silver medalist Yu Chui Yee (left) of 
Hong Kong and bronze medalist Zou Xufeng of Shanghai greet each other during 
the awarding ceremony for the women’s epee individual category A of wheelchair 
fencing at the 12th National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9th 
National Special Olympic Games in Hong Kong, yesterday.   – Xinhua

Photo taken on August 2 shows the medals for the 12th National Games for Persons with Disabilities, 
along with the 9th National Special Olympics Games in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province.      – Xinhua

Meng Hui (top) of Sichuan 
reacts during the women’s 
individual BC2 semi-
finals of boccia at the 
12th National Games for 
Persons with Disabilities 
and the 9th National Special 
Olympic Games in Hong 
Kong, yesterday. – Xinhua

Ao Lanzhu of Shanghai celebrates after winning the women’s epee 
individual category B semi-finals of wheelchair fencing at the 12th 
National Games for Persons with Disabilities and the 9th National 
Special Olympic Games in Hong Kong, yesterday.   – Xinhua


