
Outcry after French army chief’s 
‘prepared to lose children’ warning

France’s top general yesterday faced accusations of war-
mongering after warning that the country must be ready to 
“lose its children” against the background of the threat posed 
by Russia.    – Story on p. 10

Trump !oats death penalty for Demo-
crats urging military to refuse orders

US President Donald Trump yesterday evoked the death penalty 
for Democratic lawmakers who urged the military to refuse illegal 
orders, calling them traitors and accusing them of sedition.    

 –  Story on p. 11

Lufthansa enters race for TAP 
stake against Air France-KLM

Germany’s Lufthansa yesterday expressed an 
interest for a stake in TAP Air Portugal, joining Air 
France-KLM in the race for part of the carrier which is 
set to be privatised.       – Story on p. 12 
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Armindo Neves
The Judiciary Police’s (PJ) 

“Anti-Fraud Programme” has 
received its first upgrade after it got 
off the ground over one and half 
years ago, its IT Crimes Division 
Chief Long Hon Wai said during a 
special press conference yesterday.

Long said that since the 
programme launch it has recorded 
a total of 96,148 visits. He noted 
that among its various features, the 
scam search tool has been used over 
46,000 times, identifying high-risk 
results on more than 9,000 occasions. 
Additionally, the programme’s 
fraud tip-off reporting function has 
received over 4,600 submissions of 
scam-related information from the 
public, Long said.

According to Long, in order to 
further enhance the user experience 
of the programme across different 
user groups, the Judiciary Police 
has reviewed its operational 
performance and collected extensive 
public feedback, leading to the first 
functional optimisation of the app. 

According to PJ spokesman 
Cheong Un Hong, three new features 
have been added: accessibility 
mode, information subscription and 
image upload. 

Cheong said that residents can 

simply search for “PJ_Macao” on 
WeChat or scan the relevant QR 
code from the Judiciary Police to 
access its official WeChat account 
add on the page, and they also can 
locate the newly added accessibility 
mode option and click to quickly 
enter its main interface. 

Cheong pointed out that the 
interface features optimised button 

sizes, text scaling and layout adjust-
ments to facilitate easier browsing 
and operation for groups with spe-
cific needs, such as the elderly.

Within the accessibility mode, 
according to Cheong, features such 
as the scam search tool and fraud tip-
off reporting have been optimised. 

For instance, the system 
now highlights scam types that 

frequently target the elderly and 
streamlines certain search functions 
– users can obtain results and 
corresponding risk assessments 
without needing to input extensive 
text, Cheong said, adding that when 
elderly users use the scam search 
tool, clear instructions and guidance 
are provided to help them easily 
understand the operational process.

PJ’s ‘Anti-Fraud Programme’ 
gets "rst upgrade

This image provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ) shows its “Anti-Fraud Programme” receiving its first upgrade since its launch 
one and a half years ago. 

Cheong also said that residents 
can enter their email address in the 
information subscription section. 
If the Judiciary Police issue any 
security alerts, fraud prevention 
information will be sent to regis-
tered users via cccb.ip@pj.gov.mo, 
Cheong said. 

Additionally, an image upload 
feature has been added to the fraud 
tip-off reporting function, allowing 
users to submit suspected scam-
related materials by uploading 
images, Cheong said, pointing out 
that the function enables residents 
to easily send relevant clues to the 
Judiciary Police through simple 
screenshots. 

Premier Li Qiang (left) attends the ground-breaking ceremony of the Tanzania-Zambia Railway 

revitalization project with Zambian President Hakainde Hichilema (center) and Tanzanian Vice 

President Emmanuel Nchimbi in the Zambian capital Lusaka yesterday. (Story on p.7)          – Xinhua

LONDON – About 23,000 deaths could 
have been prevented in England if the first 
COVID-19 lockdown had been introduced 
sooner at the start of the pandemic, a UK 
public inquiry found yesterday.

The second report from an inquiry 
into the UK response to the COVID-19 
pandemic criticised the government in 2020 
led by Boris Johnson for a “lack of urgency” 
in the early days of the pandemic, adding 
the lockdown was “too little, too late”.

Modelling shows that if the first 
lockdown had been imposed earlier, it 
could have prevented 23,000 deaths in 
England alone in the first wave, according 
to the 800-page report.

“Had the lockdown been imposed one 
week earlier than March 23, the evidence 
suggests that the number of deaths in 
England alone in the first wave up until 
July 1, 2020 would have been reduced 
by 48 percent,” inquiry chair Heather 
Hallett said.

“The tempo of the response should have 
been increased. It was not. February 2020 
was a lost month,” added Hallett, a retired 
senior judge.

The inquiry chair also said that if 
restrictions had been introduced sooner, 
the mandatory lockdown could have been 
shorter, or “might not have been necessary 
at all”.     – AFP

UK COVID-19 inquiry says thousands 
of lives could have been saved
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v  Macau  Weather
DRY. 
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PERIODS. 
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RANGE BETWEEN 35% AND 60%.

14ºC~20ºC
Source: SMG
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Macau Cultural Box Ltd. invites applications for the following position:

Graphic Design
• Familiar with Soft Ware/In-design/Photoshop/Pagemaking
• Good command of English and Chinese
• Work at night (10 pm – 04 am (Sun -Thu))
• Mature, hard working, independent, self-motivated 

Interested parties are welcome to send their detailed resume with a recent photo and expected salary to 
joininmp@gmail.com. All personal data collected will be used for recruitment related purposes only.

Ida Cheong
Macau Alzheimer’s Disease Association 

Chairman Huen Wing Ming told reporters 
on the sidelines of yesterday’s “Building a 
Dementia-Friendly Community” forum that 
there are over 6,000 officially registered 
dementia patients in Macau, though the 
actual number is likely higher, adding that 
as the city gradually enters a “super-aged”* 
society, the number of dementia patients is 
expected to rise further, adding that the high 
prevalence of dementia has also become a 
significant global trend.

Based on Macau’s officially estimated 
population of 686,600 at the end of the third 
quarter of this year, the number of registered 
dementia patients accounts for about 0.87 
percent of the population. 

The one-day international forum took 
place at the Islands Kiang Wu Nursing College 
Medical Complex** in Cotai yesterday, 
aiming to enhance public understanding 
of dementia, promote an inclusive and 
respectful culture, and facilitate international 
and regional experience sharing.

Huen noted that the current training 
system and facilities can meet present 
demands, but as the population ages, 
resources will need to be progressively 
increased, such as establishing new care 
facilities and training personnel in dementia 
identification and care, aligning with global 
trends.

Alzheimer’s Disease International 
(ADI) Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Paola 

Barbarino said in a speech at the forum that 
Macau has exemplified leadership in this 
area, as not only has it own official Dementia 
Plan, but also has the Kiang Wu Nursing 
College been officially accredited by ADI 
for its dementia training and education.

The forum featured experts exploring 
diverse approaches to dementia care and 
social inclusion, such as the status and 
prospects of Macau’s dementia-friendly 

community initiatives, which attracted about 
500 participants. 

* A super-aged society is defined as a 
demographic condition where at least 20 
percent of the population is aged 65 or older. 
This phenomenon typically arises due to 
low birth rates and higher life expectancy, 
leading to a significant proportion of older 
individuals. Super-aged societies face unique 
challenges, such as increased healthcare 

demands, changes in the labour market, and 
the need for social support systems tailored 
to the elderly. Countries like Japan and Italy 
are often cited as examples of super-aged 
societies. – Poe 

** The official term “Islands” refers to 
the Macau Special Administrative Region’s 
Taipa and Coloane islands, which include 
the reclaimed Cotai entertainment “Strip” 
between them. – MPD   

Over 6,000 dementia patients registered in Macau 

Macau Alzheimer’s Disease Association Chairman 
Huen Wing Ming addresses yesterday’s “Building a 
Dementia-Friendly Community” forum at the Kiang 
Wu Nursing College of Islands Medical Complex in 
Cotai.                  – Photos: Ida Cheong

Alzheimer’s Disease International (ADI) Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Paola Barbarino (second from left) 
and other attendees pose for a group photo during the one-day “Building a Dementia-Friendly Community” 
international forum at the Islands Kiang Wu Nursing College Medical Complex in Cotai yesterday. 

Armindo Neves
The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 

announced on its website on Wednesday 
evening that its cold shelter, upon the issuance 
of a Yellow or Orange* cold weather alert by 
the local weather station, was open.

Yesterday evening, IAS officials told the 
Post that six people used the shelter that night.

The shelter is located at 34 Rua Leste da 
Ilha Verde, Edifício do Bairro da Ilda Verde 
(青洲東街34號青洲坊大廈E1的避寒中心).

The Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau 
(SMG) announced its Yellow cold weather alert 

on Wednesday night, which denotes that it was 
“cold” in Macau at that time.

Last night, the local observatory noted 
that today’s temperature was forecast to range 
between 14°C and 20°C.

At 10 p.m. yesterday, the mercury stood 
at 16°C. No cold weather alert was issued at 
that time.

For more information, one can visit the 
websites of the local observatory and Social 
Welfare Bureau. 

*The Orange cold weather alert signifies 
that it is “very cold” in the city.

6 users seek warmth in cold shelter 

Armindo Neves
A middle-aged local woman has fallen 

victim to a “fake police” scam, losing a total 
of 2,338,000 patacas, Judiciary Police (PJ) 
spokesman Cheong Siu Keong said during 
a regular press conference yesterday.

According to Cheong, the victim 
received a call last Sunday from a 
scammer claiming to be from the “Wuhan 
Public Security Bureau.” The scammer 
alleged that the victim’s mobile number 
was involved in disseminating illegal 
gambling-related messages in the Chinese 
mainland and demanded cooperation in a 
“video investigation,” Cheong said.

During the video chat, according to 
Cheong, the scammer displayed a number 
of forged documents, such as an “arrest 
warrant” and a “prosecutorial” document, 
to deceive the victim. The scammer 
then instructed the victim to activate the 
phone’s screen-sharing function and log 
into her online banking account to enter 
account details and passwords under 
the false pretext of conducting a “funds 
verification,” Cheong said.

Until Wednesday, the victim, according 
to Cheong, following the scammer’s 
instructions, went to a bank to deposit 

HK$200,000 as a “margin” into a 
designated account. During the process, 
a bank staff member alerted the victim 
of suspicious transactions through her 
account recently, Cheong said.

Suspecting fraud, the victim 
immediately stopped the transaction and 
went to the Judiciary Police to report 
the case, Cheong said, adding that the 
victim discovered that 2,338,000 patacas 
had already been withdrawn from her 
account. 

Local woman loses 2.3 million 
patacas in ‘fake police’ scam

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman Cheong Siu 
Keong looks on during yesterday’s regular 
press conference.       – Photo: Armindo Neves

This January 2018 file photo shows a general view This January 2018 file photo shows a general view 
of the cold shelter in Ilha Verde. – Photo: MPDG of the cold shelter in Ilha Verde. – Photo: MPDG 
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tourists alike to explore the stalls, 
sample the food, listen to live music 
and take part in DIY workshops over 
the coming two weeks, describing 
the market as “more than just a 
market” but a cultural experience 
for the whole community. 

Craft market stall 
holders give their views 

Speaking to the Post, Stephanie, 
20, who runs a small stall called 
“Random Joys”, said that this was the 

second time she has taken part in the 
event. “I draw portraits for couples 
and families,” she said, adding that 
she also sells calendars and Christmas 
decorations for the Christmas season 
next month, aiming to bring festive 
warmth to the community “I really 
want to celebrate Christmas with 
everyone in Macau,” she said. 

Another booth, “Dreamy 
Blooms”, is run by two students, 
17-year-old Regina and 15-year-
old Ceci, for the first time. Regina 

said both hoped to gain hands-on 
experience from the fair, underlining 
that “experience is very important 
for running a business.” They added 
that they were also eager to learn 
from their customers: “We also 
hope to gain a lot of feedback from 
potential customers to improve 
our business.” Their stall features 
handmade miniature Christmas 
trees, decorations, and mostly 
flower-themed pieces symbolising 
joy, beauty, and positivity. 

Two-weekend craft market opens in Tap Siac 

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) Vice 

President Cheang Kai Meng delivers a 

speech at the opening ceremony of the 

Tap Siac Craft Market Autumn 2025.
Fairgoers check out stalls at the Tap Siac Craft Market Autumn 2025 yesterday evening. 

– Photos: Khalel Vallo

Khalel Vallo
The “2025 UIM Macao 

Grand Prix MotoSurf World 
Championship” kicks off at 
Hac Sa Beach in Coloane today, 
launching the second consecutive 
Grand Finale hosted by Macau.

The event is co-organised by 
Melco Resorts & Entertainment and 
the Macau MotoSurf Association 
(MMSA) under the sanction of the 
Monaco-based Union Internationale 
Motonautique (UIM). This year’s 
edition introduces a new Coastal 
Market along the beachside 
promenade, featuring local food, 
workshops and a sand sculpture 
performance to enhance the “tourism 
+ sports” synergy, according to a 
Melco statement. 

Yesterday’s opening ceremony 
was attended by guests from 
multiple government entities, 
including representatives from 
the Macau Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO), Marine and 
Water Bureau (DSAMA), Sports 
Bureau (ID), and Melco Resorts 
& Entertainment.

The Grand Finale brings 
together 80 racers from 19 
countries and regions which, 
according to yesterday’s statement, 
features delegations from the 
Chinese mainland, the Czech 
Republic, South Korea, the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) and several 
other parts of Europe and Asia.

According to the statement, 
competitors will surf across 
seven categories, from Elite 
and Masters to Junior Boys and 
Junior Girls. Five athletes from 
the Chinese mainland delegation 
are participating, including Zhang 
Maozhu, who won silver at The 
World Games 2025 in Chengdu.

During yesterday’s opening 
ceremony, MMSA President Irene 
Ho Nga Ieng said “the MotoSurf 
community has continued to 
grow”, adding that bringing the 
finale back to Macau “comes with 
even more buzz and energy thanks 
to the new Coastal Market.”

Meanwhile, MotoSurf World 
Championship Director Martin 
Jančálek noted Macau’s rising 
importance on the tour, saying 
it has “quickly become a fan-
favourite stop” as Asia “emerges 
as a growing hub for motosurfing.”

The Coastal Market will remain 
open throughout the event, with 
free access for the public. Fans 
can follow the races live at Hac Sa 
Beach or through online broadcasts.

The competition runs from today 
through Sunday, with qualifyers and 
heats across the weekend, followed 
by an awards ceremony and flag 
parade on the final day. 

MotoSurf World 
Championship kicks o! 

at Hac Sa Beach

Macau MotoSurf Association (MMSA) President Irene Ho Nga Ieng (left) and 

MotoSurf World Championship Director Martin Jančálek address the opening 
ceremony for  the “2025 UIM Macao Grand Prix MotoSurf World Championship” 
at Hac Sa Beach in Coloane yesterday.             – Photos: Khalel Vallo

Ida Cheong
The Health Bureau (SSM) 

announced in a statement on 
Monday that its free cervical cancer 
screening and HPV* vaccination 
services will continue to be provided 
to female residents, aiming to 
achieve “early detection, early 
diagnosis, and early treatment,” 
through the screening for major 
cancers, aiming to increase the cure 
rate for the disease.

Meanwhile, the 2025 “Anti-
Cancer Battle” online quiz with 
prizes (Winter Edition) was launched 
on Monday, and “Women’s Health 
Consultation Stations” will be set 
up at 11 locations across Macau 
tomorrow and on Sunday from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., featuring on-site health 
consultations, interactive games, 
and informational displays to raise 
awareness among female residents 
about regular cervical and breast 
cancer screenings, as well as mental 
health, the statement said, adding that 
participants who attend the event in 
person will receive a gift. 

According to the statement, 
November 17 has been designated 
by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) as “Elimination of Cervical 
Cancer Day”, aimed at raising public 
awareness and action towards the goal 
of eliminating cervical cancer by 2030.

The statement added that 
the Health Bureau’s efforts in 
promoting effective cervical 
cancer screening services and HPV 
vaccination programmes have led to 
a significant reduction in both the 
incidence and mortality of cervical 
cancer by 30 percent in recent years.

As a result, cervical cancer has 
dropped from the fifth to the eighth 
most common cancer among women 
in Macau by 2023, with 32 new 

cases of invasive cancer** and 43 
cases of carcinoma in situ***(crude 
incidence rates of 8.8 and 11.9 per 
100,000 women, respectively), 
according to the Macau Cancer 
Registry Annual Report 2023, with 
a total of 75 new cases and 3 deaths 
(crude mortality). 

The statement pointed out that 
in order to further reduce the risk 
of cervical cancer, the government 
included the HPV vaccine in its 
vaccination programme in 2013, 
providing free vaccinations to 
female residents under the age of 
18, adding that as of last month, 
over 40,000 female residents have 
completed their vaccinations. For 
instance, the HPV vaccination rate 
among 13-year-old female residents 
exceeded 95 percent between 2022 
and 2024.

Since cervical cancer often 
shows no symptoms in its early 
stages, regular screening is crucial. 
For early detection and prevention, 
asymptomatic female residents 
aged 21 to 65 who are sexually 
active are advised to schedule 
free cervical cancer screenings by 

scanning the QR code provided or 
through the “Macau One Account” 
App, according to the statement. 

* HPV vaccination is the 
administration of a vaccine to 
protect against infection by the 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV), 
a common virus that can cause 
various cancers and genital 
warts. The Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) is a DNA virus from the 
Papillomaviridae family and is 
one of the most common sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs) 
globally. The term “papilloma” 
refers to a kind of wart that results 
from some HPV types. – DeepSeek 

** Invasive cancer is defined by 
its ability to break through its initial 
tissue boundaries and infiltrate 
the surrounding body structures. – 
DeepSeek

***Carcinoma in situ is the 
earliest, non-invasive form of 
cancer, completely contained at its 
site of origin. Its timely detection and 
removal are crucial to preventing it 
from progressing into a dangerous, 
invasive disease. - DeepSeek

Govt to continue free cervical cancer 
screening & HPV vaccination: SSM

This poster provided by the Health Bureau (SSM) yesterday shows its free cervical 

cancer screening services and HPV vaccination programmes’ registration procedure 

by scanning the QR code. The poster’s message is “Eliminate cervical cancer!” 

Khalel Vallo
The Tap Siac Craft Market 

Autumn 2025 opened in the 
eponymous square yesterday, 
launching a two-week programme 
featuring hundreds of creative stalls 
and cross-regional participation. 

It is a cultural and creative market 
that has been held every year in 
the spring and autumn since 2008. 
Organised by the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC), the market’s first phase 
runs through this Sunday, while the 
second phase runs from next Thursday 
until the end of the month (November 
30), from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m., featuring 
a raft of music performances and 
creative handicrafts.

Addressing yesterday evening’s 
opening ceremony, Cultural Affairs 

Bureau Vice President Cheang Kai 
Meng said that the two-weekend 
carnival aims to bring together local 
creators and participants from the 
Chinese mainland, Hong Kong, 
China’s Taiwan region, and Malaysia, 
with over 200 handicraft and creative 
food stalls set up on both weekends.  

He noted that the market 
continues to serve as a platform for 
cultural exchange and showcases 
the “growing appeal of Macau’s 
cultural and creative sector in 
neighbouring regions”. 

Cheang highlighted the market’s 
role as a recognised project under the 
Culture and Tourism Development 
Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA).

He encouraged locals and 
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This undated handout photo provided by Lisboeta Macau yesterday shows its 
representatives posing with those from the Charity Fund From the Readers 
of Macao Daily News during the cheque presentation ceremony at their 
headquarters.

This poster provided by SJM Resorts promotes 
the upcoming “Chef’s Table: A Symphony of 
Senses series - Zuicho x KOKE”.

This photo provided by Wynn Macau yesterday shows representatives from 
the company posing with those from the Charity Fund of the Readers of Macao 
Daily News.

Rui Pastorin
Integrated resort operator Wynn has donated 700,000 patacas to the 

Charity Fund of the Readers of Macao Daily News for the fundraising 
event “Walk for a Million” slated on December 14.

The cheque presentation ceremony took place on Wednesday at Wynn 
Palace, with representatives including the integrated resort operator’s 
President, Vice Chairman and Executive Director Linda Chen Chih-ling 
presenting the cheque on behalf of her company to representatives of the 
Charity Fund including Ho Teng Iat, who chairs it.

Aside from the donation, the statement said that Wynn has 
encouraged over 1,000 staff and their families to join the upcoming 
“Walk for a Million”.

The statement said that Ho noted her appreciation to Wynn for 
its long-term support and highlighted that the “Walk for a Million” 
campaign is a carnival-like charity event that has been consistently 
held for 42 years.

The statement added that Chen pointed out that in addition to 
encouraging staff to participate in the “Walk for a Million” to support 
charitable causes, she also hopes to further inspire them to engage 
in public welfare initiatives, thereby advancing charitable work 
with collective goodwill. The company has also been consolidating 
resources from the group and all sectors of society through the Wynn 
Care Foundation to promote public welfare projects in various areas, 
according to the statement.

Wynn donates 700,000 

patacas for ‘Walk for a Million’

Rui Pastorin
SJM Resorts said in a statement earlier this week that its Chef’s 

Table: A Symphony of Senses series - Zuicho x KOKE is slated to take 
place from November 28 to 30 at THE KARL LAGERFELD MACAU, 
bringing together two MICHELIN-starred Japanese restaurants for 
the theme “A Brilliant Duet of Japanese Taste and Artistry”.

Featuring lunch and dinner sessions, the statement said that 
the collaboration “celebrates the meticulous craftsmanship of 
Japanese cuisine through an exquisite tasting journey where the 
depth of traditional kappo cuisine meets the creative spirit of 
contemporary Japanese-Western artistry”.

AI chatbot Poe defines kappo (meaning “cut and cook”) cuisine as 
a cooking style that emphasises a close interaction between the chef and 
diners, often featuring seasonal ingredients and meticulous preparation.

Dishes will feature premium seasonal ingredients from 
late autumn to early winter flown directly from Japan, and the 
exclusive tasting menu will alternate between signature creations 
from Zuicho Head Chef Yoshinori Kinomoto and Okinawa 
native Chef Yusaku Nakamura of KOKE.

Zuicho is led by Chef Yoshinori, who brings over 30 years of 
experience and has a “profound mastery” of kappo cuisine. He 
chooses seasonal ingredients, particularly seafood, and offers a 
personalised dining experience. Zuicho earned its one MICHELIN 
Star at the MICHELIN Guide Hong Kong and Macau 2025.

Chef Yusaku blends Japanese culinary aesthetics and Spanish 
influences, drawing inspiration from “water and fire” philosophy. 
His restaurant, KOKE, obtained its MICHELIN Star in 2021 
when it opened and has retained it ever since.

The event is priced at 2,880 patacas per person, with optional 
sake and wine pairing available for 880 patacas.

SJM to present latest Chef’s Table 

edition from Nov 28 to 30 Rui Pastorin
The Lisboeta Macau resort in Cotai said in a statement yesterday 

that it is supporting “Walk for A Million” with donations for the fifth 
consecutive year, while it will also organise a team to participate in 
the upcoming event.

Slated for December 14, the 42nd Walk for A Million is annually 
organised by the Charity Fund From the Readers of Macao Daily 
News, the statement noted. Lisboeta Macau’s donation this year 
is 28,000 patacas, with a cheque donation ceremony held at the 
“Charity Fund From the Readers of Macao Daily News”.

Lisboeta Macau aims to demonstrate its “strong commitment 
to corporate social responsibility and its dedication to advance 
charitable causes in Macau and support the city’s spirit of solidarity 
and mutual support”, the statement said.

Lisboeta Macau supports 

‘Walk for A Million’ again 

POLY MGM MUSEUM 

welcomes 1 millionth visitor

POLY MGM MUSEUM’s one millionth visitor POLY MGM MUSEUM’s one millionth visitor 
Zhai Guoying from Guangxi poses for a photo Zhai Guoying from Guangxi poses for a photo 
with her 100-gram pure gold “Ruyi” ornament. with her 100-gram pure gold “Ruyi” ornament. 

Representatives, staff and Zhai pose for a Representatives, staff and Zhai pose for a 
group photo yesterday at MGM MACAU. group photo yesterday at MGM MACAU. 
– Photos: Rui Pastorin– Photos: Rui Pastorin

Rui Pastorin
POLY MGM MUSEUM at MGM MACAU 

welcomed its one millionth visitor yesterday 
afternoon, with Guangxi’s Zhai Guoying being the 
lucky museumgoer to claim the title.

A celebration event attended by over 100 
staff was held at the Macau integrated resort for 
the ecstatic Zhai, who was also awarded a 
special 100-gram pure gold “Ruyi” ornament. 
The ornament, according to a statement by the 
MGM yesterday, symbolises “good fortune and the 
enduring legacy of cultural heritage”.

The commemorative gift was presented to Zhai 
by Kenneth Feng Xiaofeng, president and executive 
director of MGM China Holdings Limited

Pansy Ho Chiu-king, chairperson and executive 
director of MGM China Holdings Limited, was 
quoted by yesterday’s MGM statement as saying: 
“Through distinctive narrative perspectives, 
we aim to deliver a museum experience that 
is intellectually enriching, engaging, and 

appealing to visitors of all ages – especially younger 
generations. Welcoming our one millionth visitor 
is a testament to this vision and strengthens our 
confidence as we embark on the next exciting 
chapter of our journey.”

Located on the second floor of the Macau 
integrated resort, POLY MGM MUSEUM opened 
in November last year. It is a collaboration between 
MGM and Poly Culture and has, according to 
yesterday’s statement, drawn visitors from Macau, 
Hong Kong, the Chinese mainland and over 40 
countries and regions.

It’s latest exhibition, “Silk Roads Beyond 
Borders”, is currently on until August 2026 and 
presents over 200 rare artefacts from nearly 20 
institutions in the Chinese mainland, as well as those 
from the National Museum of Damascus in Syria, 
and the Hirayama Ikuo Silk Road Museum in Japan.
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Rui Pastorin
The “Louis Vuitton Cruise 2026 

Macau Show” was held at The Londoner 
Arena in Cotai on November 13, with the 
collaboration between Sands China and 
one of the world’s leading fashion houses 
being a “resounding success”, according 
to a recent statement by the integrated 
resort operator.

The event marked the brand’s 
inaugural fashion show in the city, the 
statement pointed out. It featured the 
latest collection conceived by Nicolas 
Ghesquière, artistic director of Women’s 
Collections, and was attended by Louis 
Vuitton Ambassador Victoria Song, 

“Asian icon” Carina Lau, Hong Kong 
actress and model Louise Wong Tan-ni 
and Chinese mainland actress Lu Yuxiao.

David Sylvester, president of Global 
Retail, Las Vegas Sands Corp. was quoted 
by the statement as saying: “Bringing an 
international fashion event of this calibre 
to Macau for the first time marks an 
important milestone – one that celebrates 
the city’s growing influence on the global 
stage. It reflects our ability to unite luxury 
fashion, exceptional hospitality, and 
world-class experiences, further elevating 
the profile of Sands China”.

He added that the collaboration 
“embodies a shared vision to create 

unforgettable luxury lifestyle moments 
that inspire and engage, reinforcing 
Macau’s emergence as a premier 
destination for culture, creativity and 
sophistication.”

The Louis Vuitton Cruise 2026 Show 
replicated a fashion show in May 2025 
that took place at Cour d’Honneur of the 
Palais des Papes in Avignon, southern 
France, and represented “a new kind of 
journey for the House”, the statement said.

The Cruise 2026 Collection “explores 
the performative aspect of clothing, its 
inherent artistic value, its narrative force, 
and the emotional power it unleashes”, the 
statement said. 

Sands China, Louis Vuitton host brand’s inaugural Macau fashion show

This photo provided by Sands China earlier this week shows 
audience members taking photos as the Louis Vuitton Cruise 
2026 Macau Show takes place at The Londoner Arena last 
Thursday. 

Tony Wong
Gaming concessionaire SJM announced 

yesterday that it has decided to drop its plan 
to acquire the property where Ponte 16 Casino 
is located so that the so-called satellite casino, 
located in the Ponte 16 hotel resort in the Inner 
Harbour district, will close for good after 
midnight on Friday next week.

On the contrary, SJM announced yesterday 
that it has signed an agreement to acquire the 
company that owns L’Arc Hotel in Nape, where 
Le Royal Arc Casino is located, for HK$1.75 
billion, adding that after the acquisition gets 
off the ground, SJM will “directly operate” 
the casino following its scheduled closure as a 
satellite casino by the end of this year.

The two casinos are two of the six “satellite 
casinos” currently still in operation in the city.

Yesterday’s announcements came after 
SJM said in June that it was considering the 
possibility of acquiring the ownership of the 
hotels where two of its satellite casinos, Ponte 
16 and Le Royal Arc, are located in order to 
convert them into “directly-operated” casinos 
after their respective closures as satellite 
casinos.

The so-called satellite casinos in Macau are 
formally owned by gaming concessionaires but 
are actually run and managed by third parties as 
they are housed on premises that are not owned 
by the respective gaming concessionaires.

The satellite casinos are currently operated 
under partnership models where the respective 
gaming concessionaires and third parties share 
the revenues.

According to the gaming law’s newly 
amended version, all casinos must be housed 
on premises that are owned by their respective 
gaming concessionaires.

The new legislation amending the gaming 
law stipulates a three-year transition period, 
which started on January 1, 2023, during which 
existing satellite casinos can continue operating 
under their current partnership models.

After the three-year transition period, 
which is scheduled to end on December 31 this 
year, all satellite casinos must close, unless the 
respective gaming concessionaire chooses to hire 
a “management company” to operate the casino. 
However, such a management company is only 
allowed to receive a management fee from the 
respective gaming concessionaire, no longer 
being permitted to share in the casino’s revenues.

If the respective gaming concessionaires 
choose to hire management companies 
to operate the casinos after the three-year 
transition period, the casinos can continue to 
be housed on premises that are not owned by 
the gaming concessionaires.

The government announced in June that 

the three respective gaming concessionaires, 
SJM, Galaxy, and Melco, decided to terminate 
the operations of all 11 satellite casinos before 
the expiration of the transition period based 
on their respective commercial decisions, 
comprising Grandview, Legend Palace, 
Fortuna, Landmark, Ponte 16, Le Royal Arc, 
Emperor Palace, Kam Pek Paradise, and Casa 
Real owned by SJM, Waldo owned by Galaxy, 
and Grand Dragon owned by Melco.

This means that none of the three 
gaming concessionaires decided to continue 
operating these casinos through the hiring of 
management companies after December 31 
this year.

Among the 11 satellite casinos, five have 
meanwhile closed for good one after another 
since late July.

Unlike its other satellite casinos, SJM said 
in June that it was considering the possibility 
of acquiring the ownership of the hotels where 
casinos Ponte 16 and Le Royal Arc are located 
with the aim of applying to the government to 
operate them as “directly-operated” casinos after 
their respective closures as satellite casinos.

However, SJM Resorts announced in a state-
ment yesterday that following a comprehensive 
business review, it has decided not to proceed 
with its previous intention to acquire the prop-
erty where Ponte 16 Casino is located.

The statement underlined that SJM 
has made the decision after a thorough 
assessment of its long-term business planning, 
commercial considerations and resource 
prioritisation, reflecting the company’s 
disciplined approach to capital deployment 
and its focus on strengthening core operations 
in line with market developments and its long-
term development strategy.

The statement said that based on its decision, 
SJM Resorts has signed a mutual termination 
agreement with Pier 16 Entertainment Group 
Corporation Limited that will bring forward 
the cessation of services at Ponte 16 Casino.

With the agreement in place, the statement 

said, Ponte 16 Casino will cease operations 
after 11:59 p.m. on Friday next week.

The statement also said that all gaming 
tables and slot machines currently operating at 
Ponte 16 Casino will be redeployed to other 
SJM casinos.

Meanwhile, the Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau (DICJ) said in a statement 
yesterday that it will ensure that SJM fulfils 
its promise to ensure the employment of those 
working at Ponte 16 Casino after its closure. 
According to the statement, there are currently 
1,025 employees working at Ponte 16 Casino.

On the contrary, SJM Holdings Limited 
announced in a statement yesterday that two of its 
subsidiaries, namely SJM-Investment Limited 
and SJM Resorts, have signed an agreement to 
acquire Arc of Triumph Development Company 
Limited, which owns L’Arc Hotel.

The statement said that the hotel is 
located in Nape, a key node within the Macau 
peninsula’s most concentrated and high-
performing entertainment and hospitality 
cluster. The property has a gross floor area 
of approximately 86,438 square metres and 
encompasses hotel accommodation, food 
and beverage outlets, retail and the premises 
of Le Royal Arc Casino, which SJM Resorts 
currently operates under a service arrangement.

The statement said that according to the 
agreement, SJM-Investment and SJM Resorts 
will acquire 100 percent of the issued share 
capital of Arc of Triumph Development 
from its current owners, Goldarch Holdings 
Limited and Solar King Investments Limited. 
The statement underlined that the acquisition 
is still subject to approval by SJM Holdings’ 
independent shareholders at an upcoming 
extraordinary general meeting, as well as the 
necessary regulatory approvals from Macau’s 
authorities.

The statement said that under the terms 
of the transaction, SJM-Investment and SJM 
Resorts will pay an aggregate amount of 
HK$1.75 billion for the acquisition of Arc of 

Triumph Development, comprising a nominal 
purchase price for the issued shares of Arc 
of Triumph Development and the repayment 
of a portion of an outstanding loan owed by 
Arc of Triumph Development to a bank under 
an existing loan facility. Such amount, the 
statement said, has been determined with 
reference to an independent professional 
valuation of the L’Arc Hotel property, which 
assessed the hotel’s market value at such 
amount.

The statement said that Arc of Triumph 
Development’s principal liability is an 
outstanding bank loan of HK$1,927,525,000 
as at signing of the agreement. Under the 
agreement, the statement said, SJM-Investment 
and SJM Resorts will arrange repayment of 
this bank loan up to HK$1,749,825,243. A 
nominal share consideration of 180,000 patacas 
(equivalent to HK$174,757) will be paid for 
the transfer of 100 percent of Arc of Triumph 
Development’s equity interests, representing 
the acquisition of its operating businesses, and 
be applied to repay the bank loan.

The statement said that the shortfall, 
amounting to HK$177,525,000, will be 
borne by Goldarch Holdings and Solar King 
Investments, funded through a loan to be 
provided by SJM Resorts under a separately 
executed loan agreement with the beneficial 
owners of Goldarch Holdings Limited and 
Solar King Investments Limited. This loan, 
the statement said, has a three-year term which 
bears interest equivalent to SJM’s current 
credit facility rate, and is secured by a share 
charge over SJM Holdings shares owned by 
the beneficial owners of Goldarch Holdings 
and Solar King Investments.

In the past five years, Macau’s number of 
casinos (not including slot-machine parlours) 
has fallen from 42 at the end of 2021 to 28 
at the end of the third quarter of this year, 
according to data released by the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination Bureau (DICJ) 
last month. 

This file photo taken early this year shows visitors gathering on Avenida 24 de 
Junho in Nape, where L’Arc Hotel (centre) is located.

This photo taken last month shows people gathering outside the entrance to 
Ponte 16 Casino in the Inner Harbour district.                     – Photos: Tony Wong

SJM acquires ownership of L’Arc Hotel for HK$1.75 billion 
to continue operating Le Royal Arc Casino

Ponte 16 Casino to shut for good next Friday
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Integrated resort operator 

Galaxy Entertainment Group 
(GEG) continues to host its “Sport 
Games Family Experience – Games 
On!” during the weekends at the Lai 
Chi Vun Shipyards in Coloane until 
November 30, inviting members of 
the public to  “immerse themselves 
in the excitement and vibrant 
atmosphere of Macau’s signature 
sports events”, according to a recent 
statement from the company.

The event, held in support of 
the recently concluded 72nd Macau 
Grand Prix (MGP) and the 15th 
National Games ending today, 

features game booths themed 
around the two events. Among them 
are table tennis matches, badminton 
serving challenges, basketball 
shooting contests, and remote-
control racing cars on a mini track, 
the statement said.

Other than the game booths, 
the event also features large-scale 
photo installations and check-
in spots inspired by Wavey the 
Peacock of Galaxy Kidz, and live 
music performances, the statement 
said. The statement added that 
complimentary shuttle bus services 
are also provided between Galaxy 
Macau’s Diamond Lobby and the 

Lai Chi Vun Shipyards.
The integrated resort operator 

was a sponsor of the Macau Com-
petition Zone of the 15th National 
Games and the Macau Grand Prix. 
The table tennis event of the 
National Games was held from 
November 7 through yesterday at 
the 16,000-seat Galaxy Arena, 
Macau’s largest indoor arena.

“GEG will continue to deliver a 
rich and diverse range of sports and 
cultural experiences for residents 
and tourists, further enhancing 
Macau’s positioning as a ‘World 
Centre of Tourism and Leisure’”, 
the statement said. 

Galaxy hosts family sports 
experience at Lai Chi Vun Shipyards

This recently provided photo by Galaxy Entertainment Group (GEG) shows people queuing at its revitalisation project, the Lai Chi 
Vun Shipyards in Coloane, in front of the game booths put up for “Sport Games Family Experience – Games On!”

Staff Reporter
Concerning the matter of a rise in 

civil servants’ salaries, a report from 
the Commission for the Evaluation 
of Public Service Workers’ Salaries, 
after the matter was discussed by 
its members, has been submitted to 
the executive, the local government 
said in a statement yesterday.

According to the statement, 
which was released through the 
Macau Government Information 
Bureau (GCS), the local government 
“agrees that it is necessary to 

prudently consider the adjustment 
of civil servants’ salaries”.

The statement added that “at this 
moment, despite the government’s 
financial situation being stable, the 
overall economic outlook remains 
uncertain, and recovery is slow in 
some sectors.

“Considering that civil servants’ 
salaries were already increased by 
3.0 percent at the beginning of 2024 
and that the average inflation rate was 
only 0.24 percent in the 12 months 
from October 2024 to September 

2025, and taking into account that 
increasing civil servants’ salaries 
will permanently raise government 
expenses, the decision must be 
considered with increased caution.

“In this context, after a 
comprehensive analysis, the 
government of the Macau 
government has decided not to adjust 
the salaries of public service workers 
in 2026”, the statement concluded. 

N.B. Translation of the Chinese-
language statement arranged and 
edited by the Post

HONG KONG – The Our 
Hong Kong Foundation said 
yesterday that annual airport 
passenger throughput could be 
boosted to 118 million by 2040 
with the proposed inter-airport 
railway.

The think thank proposed 
building an inter-airport railway 
between Hong Kong and 
Shenzhen to better integrate the 
special administrative region 
into the mainland’s high-speed 
rail network.

According to the Our Hong 
Kong Foundation (OHKF), the 
link would shorten the journey 
between the two airports to 40 
minutes, down from the current 
fastest travel time of 70 minutes 
possible through a combination 
of ferry and land transport.

It is estimated that the pro-
posed railway would generate 
an economic benefit of HK$87 
billion and boost annual airport 
passenger throughput to 118 mil-
lion by 2040, compared to 102 
million if no action is taken.

Jason Leung, head of Land 
and Housing for OHKF, said 
approximately 24 million 
passengers would take the 
railway per year.

“The majority will come from 
the catchment... the passengers 
who will be using the Hong 
Kong airport originating from 
the Greater Bay Area, or they 
come from further inland cities,” 
he said.

“The second segment is that 
transit or transfer passengers 
who are transferring between 

Hong Kong and Shenzhen 
airports. These could also be 
mainland tourists coming to 
Hong Kong for sightseeing, 
business purposes and leisure, 
or they could also be Hong 
Kong residents who are going to 
the [Chinese] mainland.”

The foundation’s vice-
president, Ryan Ip, warned that 
Hong Kong airport is already 
seeing slow growth in both 
passenger and cargo volume 
and risks losing its edge as an 
international aviation hub if it 
fails to align with the nation’s 
air-to-rail transport strategy.

“We are being overtaken 
by many of our neighbouring 
airports, including Singapore, 
and even Guangzhou and 
Shenzhen in terms of passengers 
throughput,” he said.

“The 14th Five-Year Plan had 
a clear target that 80 percent of 
the airports within mainland 
China has to be connected to 
the high-speed rail. I think Hong 
Kong should not be left behind 
on that.”

The foundation said it has not 
come up with an estimated cost 
for the rail link, saying the first 
step is to reach a social consensus 
on the necessity of the project.

The idea of an airport-
to-airport rail link was first 
proposed by the government 
over two decades ago in the 
Railway Development Strategy 
2000, but concerns were raised 
over its viability and necessity at 
the time.

– Courtesy of RTHK Govt will not adjust civil servants’ salaries 
next year: statement

Think tank calls for HK-
Shenzhen airport rail link

LHASA – The Tibetan large 
language model, SunshineGLM 
V1.0, the first Tibetan foundation 
model in China with hundreds of 
billions of parameters, was launched 
on Wednesday in Lhasa, capital of 
the Xizang Autonomous Region.

During the launch event at 
Xizang University, Nyima Tashi, the 
chief scientist of the research team 
and a professor with the university, 
said that the model was trained 
using around 28.8 billion tokens of 
high-quality Tibetan-language data.

These data include a large-

scale corpus of Tibetan sentences 
and texts, Chinese-Tibetan and 
Tibetan-English parallel corpora, 
as well as entries from Chinese-
Tibetan bilingual dictionaries, 
covering various fields such as 
news reporting, law, medicine, 
philosophy, education, culture, 
science and technology.

SunshineGLM V1.0 can handle 
complex language structures and 
multi-domain knowledge, according 
to its developers. It demonstrates 
proficient semantic understanding 
of Tibetan, capable of producing 

prompt responses to queries, as 
well as clear and accurate content. 
It excels in various areas, including 
Tibetan text generation and machine 
translation.

As a foundation model, 
SunshineGLM V1.0 can be widely 
applied in the development of sector-
specific models, such as in agriculture, 
tourism, education, Tibetan medicines 
and high-altitude healthcare.

Once the model gets registered 
with regulatory authorities, it will 
be officially launched for public 
use, Nyima Tashi said.       – Xinhua

Tibetan large language foundation 
model launched in Lhasa
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LUSAKA – Premier Li Qiang 
said yesterday that China is ready 
to work with Zambia, taking the 
implementation of China’s zero-
tariff treatment for Zambia as an 
opportunity, to expand bilateral 
trade and tap cooperation potential 
in industrial sectors such as mining, 
new energy vehicles and artificial 
intelligence.

Li, who landed in Zambia’s 
capital of Lusaka on Wednesday 
for an official visit to the African 
country, made the remarks during 
talks with Zambian President 
Hakainde Hichilema.

Li first conveyed the cordial 
greetings and best wishes of 
President Xi Jinping to Hichilema. 
Li said that China and Zambia are 
good brothers, good friends and 
good partners.

Last year, the two countries 
celebrated the 60th anniversary 
of diplomatic ties, and President 
Xi met with President Hichilema 
during the Beijing Summit of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC), drawing a new blueprint 
for the deepening and development 
of bilateral relations, Li said.

The premier said China is ready 
to work with Zambia to further 
consolidate mutual political trust, 
firmly support each other regarding 
their respective core interests and 
major concerns, continuously 
enrich the substance of the China-
Zambia comprehensive strategic 
cooperative partnership, join hands 

to advance modernization, and 
build an even closer China-Zambia 
community with a shared future so 
as to deliver more benefits to the 
two peoples.

China is willing to strengthen 
cooperation with Zambia in areas 
related to people’s livelihood, 
such as healthcare, agriculture and 
human resources development, so 
as to enhance the two peoples’ sense 
of gain from bilateral cooperation, 
Li said.

He noted that the two countries 
should take the 2026 China-
Africa Year of People-to-People 
Exchanges as an opportunity to 
strengthen friendly interactions at 
all levels, deepen exchanges and 
cooperation in culture, education, 
tourism and other fields, thereby 
solidifying the social foundation for 
bilateral cooperation.

China is also ready to work with 
Zambia to step up cooperation in 
judicial, police, law-enforcement 
and other areas, in order to provide 
stronger security assurance for 
bilateral cooperation, Li said.

The revitalization of the 
Tanzania-Zambia Railway is a 
shared aspiration of the peoples 
of China, Tanzania and Zambia, 
he said, adding that the project 
is a landmark of high-quality 
development of Belt and Road 
cooperation.

The three countries should 
strengthen policy coordination, 
advance follow-up comprehensive 

development, and promote better 
development for the countries and 
regions along the railway, Li said.

At present, unilateralism and 
protectionism are on the rise, 
posing serious challenges to the 
international system and global 
economy, Li noted, calling on 
China and Zambia to strengthen 
multilateral coordination and 
cooperation, and work with the broad 
ranks of Global South countries to 
safeguard the international trade 
order, uphold fairness and justice, 
and defend their joint benefits.

Hichilema, for his part, kindly 
requested Li to convey his cordial 

greetings and best wishes to Xi, 
and extended warm congratulations 
on the successful convening of 
the fourth plenary session of the 
20th Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China.

Noting that the time-honored 
and ever-strengthening friendship 
between Zambia and China was 
forged by the older generations 
of leaders of the two countries, 
Hichilema said he and President Xi 
have reached important consensus 
on deepening the comprehensive 
strategic cooperative partnership 
between the two countries.

Zambia firmly adheres to 

the one-China principle and 
firmly supports the just cause of 
the Chinese people in opposing 
“Taiwan independence” separatist 
activities and striving for national 
reunification, stressed Hichilema.

He said Zambia is willing to 
work with China to carry forward 
the traditional friendship, intensify 
high-level exchanges, expand 
cooperation in fields such as trade, 
investment, minerals, agriculture, 
infrastructure and people-to-people 
and cultural exchanges, follow up 
on the revitalization of the Tanzania-
Zambia Railway, enhance the 
economic development efficiency 
along the railway, and promote 
the building of a Zambia-China 
community with a shared future.

Hichilema said Zambia is ready 
to continue deepening cooperation 
with China within the framework 
of the FOCAC, and actively 
implement the outcomes of the 
FOCAC Beijing Summit.

Zambia highly appreciates 
the four major global initiatives 
proposed by Xi and is willing to 
strengthen multilateral coordination 
with China and jointly safeguard 
multilateralism and free trade, he 
added.

After the talks, the two 
leaders witnessed the signing of 
cooperation documents in fields 
including the Belt and Road (B&R) 
cooperation, personnel exchanges, 
green minerals and journalism.

– Xinhua

Interview
HONG KONG – China’s 

opening-up policy will continue to 
drive economic growth, although 
its role will differ from that of 
previous decades, Nobel laureate 
Joseph Stiglitz says.

In an exclusive interview with 
Xinhua this week, the renowned US 
economist shared his insights on 
China’s economic achievements, 
expressing firm optimism about the 
prospects of the world’s second-
largest economy.

Stiglitz visited Hong Kong for 
the International Forum on China’s 
Economy and Policy, which was 
organized by Chief Executive’s 

Policy Unit of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) government and a think 
tank under the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences.

ROOM FOR RAPID 
GROWTH

Commenting on China’s reform 
policy over the past few decades, 
Stiglitz said it has been a major 
success.

“Anybody who looks at the 
increases in income, the number of 
people brought out of poverty, and 
the innovation that has occurred in 
China would be very impressed,” 
he said.

The economist endorsed Chi-
na’s newly unveiled document of 
recommendations for formulat-
ing the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-
2030), which underscored greater 
scientific and technological self-
reliance and strength, saying it was 
a step in the right direction.

While China is at the forefront 
of certain areas, Stiglitz said 
the country still needs to learn 
from others. “The nature of 
the international knowledge 
community is that it is a global 
community. That’s why you have 
to keep being open.”

He said that in the earlier 
days, China opened up to new 
technologies, with its growth mainly 
fueled by exports of manufacturing 
goods. At the same time, the country 
has narrowed the knowledge 
disparity with developed countries 
by investing heavily in research, 
human capital and education.

“China is now engaged in 
patenting and research at the 
frontier,” Stiglitz noted. “There 
are still areas for it to catch up, but 
that means more resources will be 
devoted to frontier science.”

The Chinese economy 
expanded 5 percent year on year 
in 2024, contributing around 30 
percent to global economic growth. 
Stiglitz expected the country to 
become a more powerful engine 

for the world economy in the years 
ahead.

“There’s still lots of room for 
the Chinese economy to grow at 
a very rapid rate,” Stiglitz said, 
recommending stronger policies to 
boost domestic aggregate demand, 
particularly in the sectors of health, 
education and elderly care as 
urbanization continues over the 
next two decades.

HONG KONG’S 
EVOLVING ROLE

During the interview, Stiglitz 
elaborated on how Hong Kong can 
continue to thrive amid ongoing 
global economic uncertainties.

The “One Country, Two 
Systems” policy has endowed Hong 
Kong with stronger adaptability 
and greater flexibility, positioning 
it to respond effectively to changes 
in a multipolar world, Stiglitz said.

As China’s foreign trade and 
corporate overseas investment 
continue to grow, the country is set 
to remain a major global player, 
and Hong Kong will play a larger 
role as a bridge between China and 
the rest of the world, he said.

Hong Kong’s unique 
advantages in its legal system and 
language environment have shored 
up its status as an international 
financial hub, he said, advising 
the city to diversify out of finance 

while maintaining a well-regulated 
financial sector.

Stiglitz credited the success of 
Hong Kong’s financial sector to 
its robust regulatory framework, 
cautioning against deregulation for 
the sake of competition. “Strong 
regulations may mean missing out 
on some of the aspects of modern 
finance, but I wouldn’t worry,” he 
added.

He suggested Hong Kong to 
give priorities to sectors such as 
education, health, tourism and 
innovation. “Hong Kong is doing 
the right thing by placing innovation 
and education at the heart of its 
economic strategy,” he said.

In this year’s policy address, the 
HKSAR government has underlined 
the integrated development of 
education, technology and talent as 
a way to bolster competitiveness, 
saying that the strategy can build 
rich talent resources, knowledge 
reserve, and capacities for scientific 
and technological innovation.

Despite global economic 
headwinds, the economist has 
remained upbeat about the 
sustained vitality of Hong Kong.

As an international center for 
finance, trading and shipping, Hong 
Kong will inevitably face “ups and 
downs,” but the city has been making 
great strides in adapting to rapid 
changes, Stiglitz said.           – Xinhua

Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz speaks during an interview with Xinhua in Hong 

Kong on Tuesday.            – Xinhua 

China ready to explore industrial cooperation potential 
with Zambia: Premier Li 

Premier Li Qiang (left, front), arriving at the Lusaka International Airport, is welcomed by 

Zambian Vice President Mutale Nalumango and the Chinese ambassador to Zambia Han 

Jing (center), in Lusaka on Wednesday.  At the invitation of the Zambian government, Li 

arrived in the Zambian capital on Wednesday for an official visit.           – Xinhua 

Nobel laureate Stiglitz says China still has room for rapid growth
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NHA TRANG – Rescuers plucked 
stranded people from the rooftops 
of submerged homes as widespread 
flooding inundated central Vietnam, 
where authorities said yesterday at 
least 41 people were killed.

Relentless rain has lashed south-
central Vietnam since late October 
and popular holiday destinations have 
been hit by several rounds of flooding.

Whole city blocks were inundated 
in coastal Nha Trang, a tourist spot 
known for its pristine beaches, and 
hundreds of cars were underwater 
yesterday, AFP photos showed.

Business owner Bui Quoc Vinh, 
45, said he was safe in his 24th -floor 
apartment in Nha Trang, but his 
restaurants and shops on the ground 
floor were under about a metre of 
water. His employees were even 
worse off.

“I am worried about our furniture 
in my restaurants and shops, but of 
course I cannot do anything now,” he 
told AFP.

“My staff have to take care of their 
flooded homes,” which he said were 
under two metres of water. “I don’t 
think the water is going to recede 
soon as the rain has not stopped.”

Rescuers using boats in central 
Gia Lai and Dak Lak provinces pried 
open windows and broke through 
roofs to assist residents stranded by 
high water on Wednesday, according 
to state media.

At least 41 people have been killed 
across six provinces since Sunday, 
while the search was continuing for 
nine others, the environment ministry 
said yesterday.

More than 52,000 houses were 
flooded and nearly 62,000 people 
were evacuated from their homes, 
while several major roads remained 
blocked due to landslides. A 
million customers were left without 
electricity, the ministry said.

Cancelled tours
There were also deadly landslides 

in highland passes around the Da 
Lat tourist hub, with some areas 
recording up to 600 millimetres of 
rain since the weekend, the national 
weather bureau said.

Hotel owner Vu Huu Son, 56, said 
landslides had blocked all but one 
road to the city.

“I don’t think we have tourists 
now as they all left at the weekend 
before the rain and also cancelled 
their tours here,” he told AFP.

A 100-metre section of the 
Mimosa Pass roadway was blocked 
after a landslide late on Wednesday, 
and two other routes were closed due 
to landslide risks, state outlet Tuoi 
Tre News said.

The government-run Hanoi 
railway corporation announced the 
suspension of several train lines 
linking the north and south due to the 
flooding, state media said.

Deputy Prime Minister Ho Quoc 
Dung told the leaders of three flood-
affected provinces, Khanh Hoa, Dak 
Lak and Gia Lai, to mobilise the 
army, police and other security forces 
to “promptly relocate and evacuate 
people” to safe areas, according to a 
government statement.

Rescuers took food and water to 
flooded hospitals in the coastal city 
of Quy Nhon in Binh Dinh province, 
state-run Thanh Nien newspaper 
said, after doctors and patients at one 
facility survived on instant noodles 
and water for three days.

Water levels in the Ba River in 
Dak Lak province surpassed a 1993 
record in two places early yesterday, 
while the Cai River in Khanh Hoa 
province also surged to a new high, 
the weather bureau said.

The floods occurred as heavy 
rains added to already high water 
levels, Hoang Phuc Lam, deputy 
head of the National Centre for 
Hydrometeorological Forecasting, 
said on state television.

In Dak Lak, floodwaters swept 
100 20-litre barrels of sulfuric acid 
from a sugar factory, the public 
security ministry said, warning the 
public to avoid the dangerous liquid.

Natural disasters have left 279 
people dead or missing in Vietnam 
and caused more than US$2 billion 
in damage between January and 
October, according to the national 
statistics office.

The Southeast Asian nation is 
prone to heavy rain between June and 
September, but scientific evidence 
has identified a pattern of human-
driven climate change making 
extreme weather more frequent and 
destructive.         – AFP

People (left) wade through floodwaters near inundated vehicles in Nha Trang, Vietnam’s 
coastal province of Khanh Hoa yesterday.      – AFP

MANILA – A Chinese woman 
who faked Philippine nationality 
to become a town mayor was 
sentenced yesterday to life in prison 
on human trafficking charges, a 
Manila regional court said.

Alice Guo, who served as 
mayor of a town north of the 
capital, was found guilty of 
overseeing a Chinese-operated 
online gambling centre where 
hundreds of people were forced to 
run scams or risk torture.

The sprawling complex, which 
included office buildings, luxury 
villas and a large swimming pool, 
was raided in March 2024 after a 
Vietnamese worker escaped and 
called the police.

More than 700 Filipinos, 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Malaysians, 
Taiwanese, Indonesians and 
Rwandans were found on site, 
along with documents allegedly 
showing that Guo was president 
of a company that owned the 
compound.

Although elected mayor of 
Bamban town, the site of the 
scam centre, a Manila court 
ruled in June that Guo, 35, was 
“undisputedly a Chinese citizen” 
and never eligible for the position.

Guo and seven other 
defendants, all of whom appeared 
via videolink, were sentenced 
to life in prison yesterday, state 
prosecutor Olivia Torrevillas said 
outside a regional courthouse in 
Manila.

“After over just one year, 
the court... gave us a favourable 
decision. Alice [Guo] was 
convicted along with seven other 
co-accused. Life imprisonment,” 
Torrevillas said without revealing 
the names of Guo’s co-defendants.

Documents later released by the 
court identified the seven others as 
Jaimielyn Santos Cruz, Rachelle 
Malonzo Carreon, Walter Wong 
Rong, Wang Weili, Wuli Dong, 
Nong Ding Chang and Lang Xu Po.

Guo was arrested by 
Indonesian police in September 
2024 after fleeing the Philippines.

She still faces cases involving 
charges of money laundering and 
graft.

‘Victory against 
corruption’

Senator Risa Hontiveros, who 
had led a Senate investigation into 
Guo, called yesterday’s decision a 
“victory against corruption, human 
trafficking, cybercrime, and many 
other transnational crimes”.

In her statement, she 
went on to pledge to continue 
investigating “the full extent of 
Chinese intelligence operations in 
our country”.

The Chinese embassy did not 
immediately return calls seeking 
comment.

The transnational scam 
industry has ballooned in 
Southeast Asia in recent years, 
with thousands of scammers 
estimated to be involved.

Victims in the wider region 
were conned out of up to US$37 
billion in 2023, according to a UN 
report, which said global losses 
were likely “much larger”.

The centres flourished in 
the Philippines under former 
president Rodrigo Duterte after 
the government regulator was 
given the right to issue operating 
licences nationwide.

President Ferdinand Marcos 
announced a ban on offshore 
gambling operations amid 
mounting public fury over the 
Guo case in 2024, ordering 
foreign nationals working at the 
sites out of the country.  – AFP

This file photo taken on September 9, 2024 shows Alice Guo, former mayor of 
Bamban in Philippines’ Tarlac province, attending a hearing at the Senate in 
Manila over accusations of human trafficking and links to Chinese organised 
crime.             – AFP
  

JAKARTA – Hundreds of 
Indonesians stayed in temporary 
shelters yesterday after a volcano 
on the main island of Java erupted, 
damaging houses and a school, 
with around 190 people evacuated 
from its slopes, authorities said.

Mount Semeru in eastern Java 
erupted on Wednesday afternoon, 
throwing ash and gas more than 
13 kilometres away and forcing 
officials to raise the alert status to 
its highest level.

Volcanic activity had largely 
calmed down but was still 
fluctuating yesterday, according 
to the Indonesian geological 
agency.

Nearly 900 people stayed 
in shelters set up in schools, 
mosques and village halls after 
the eruption, disaster agency 
official Sultan Syafaat said.

“During the night, they stay 
[in shelters] probably because 

they are still traumatised,” he said.
Resident Faiz Ramadhani told 

AFP the eruption had been “very 
horrible.”

“At that time, four o’clock 
in the afternoon, it was like 
midnight. It was very dark,” the 
20-year-old said.

Some houses near the volcano 
were partially buried by volcanic 
ash and rock fragments.

Nurul Yakin Pribadi, head of 
Supiturang village, said he was 
“shocked” to find his house was 
damaged.

“There was a metre-high 
spill of [volcanic] materials on 
my house,” he told AFP. “Many 
people’s houses were damaged.”

At least one elementary school 
was flattened, Lumajang district 
secretary Agus Triyono said, 
adding that authorities were still 
gathering data on the damage to 
infrastructure.

At least three people suffered 
from burns, a search and rescue 
official said in a statement.

Authorities were also 
evacuating nearly 190 people 
from the volcano’s slopes 
yesterday, most of whom were 
hikers who had been stranded at 
a campsite after the eruption, said 
Rudijanto Tjahja Nugraha, head 
of the Semeru national park.

An eruption by Semeru in 
2021 killed more than 50 people 
and damaged more than 5,000 
homes, forcing almost 10,000 
people to seek refuge.

Indonesia sits on the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire”, where the meeting 
of continental plates causes 
substantial volcanic and seismic 
activity.

The Southeast Asian archi-
pelago has nearly 130 active 
volcanoes.

– AFP
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Sheikh Sabiha Alam
DHAKA – Bangladesh’s police 

have unveiled new uniforms in 
a symbolic bid to signal reform 
and rebuild deeply eroded public 
trust, just weeks ahead of the first 
elections since a mass uprising.

The police force was cast into 
turmoil after the 2024 overthrow of 
the autocratic government of now-
convicted fugitive Sheikh Hasina, 
which left at least 1,400 dead and 
thousands maimed – many by 
police gunfire.

“Bangladesh Police have been 
facing an unprecedented crisis,” 
police spokesman Sahadat Hossaine 
told AFP. “The policymakers 
suggested... that a new uniform may 
bring a positive change.”

Police are now trading the 
familiar turquoise-and-blue uniforms 
for iron-grey shirts and chocolate-
brown trousers.

Whether a new colour scheme 
can mend a shattered reputation 
remains doubtful.

“Whenever I see a policeman, I 
feel like biting his flesh off. I don’t 
know if I’ll ever get over this hatred,” 
said Nazma Akhtar, 48, whose 
17-year-old son Golam Nafeez was 
killed during the uprising.

Akhtar’s son was shot, denied 
entry to a hospital, and died from 

blood loss on August 4, 2024.
“How can a new uniform change 

their attitude?” Akhtar added. “I 
saw them beating teachers just for 
demanding a pay rise.”

The nation of 170 million 
people is expected to hold elections 
in February 2026, with the security 
forces critical to ensuring they are 
peaceful.

‘Struggling’
Former prime minister Sheikh 

Hasina was sentenced to death 
by a Dhaka court on Monday, for 
charges that included ordering the 
security forces to use deadly force 
against protesters.

Hasina’s bid to cling to power 
failed after she ordered the army to 
crush the protests and they refused.

Vandalism and arson attacks 
in the chaotic aftermath of her 
fall targeted roughly 450 of the 
country’s 600 police stations, 
according to officials.

“They left the police stations 
immediately after the previous 
government stepped down, and now 
they are struggling to get back on 
their feet”, Hossaine said.

Researchers have documented 
widespread brutality by police 
during the uprising.

That included the killing of 

unarmed teenage student Ashiqur 
Rahman Hridoy, who was 
“sandwiched between two groups 
of police and shot from point-blank 
range,” Fawzia Afroz of Tech Global 
Institute policy group told AFP.

Around 1,500 police personnel 
now face criminal charges, mostly 
for murder, with dozens in detention. 
The former police chief, who pleaded 
guilty in the same trial as Hasina, 
was sentenced to five years.

Police say an estimated 55 
senior officers, also wanted for 
murder, have fled to India.

But serving officers express their 
own frustrations: 44 officers were 
also killed during the unrest, yet 
the interim government has agreed 
“legal immunity” for protesters.

Sultana Razia watched as her 
husband, a police inspector, was 
beaten to death by a mob in the 
chaos after Hasina fled.

“He wasn’t supposed to die this 
way,” Razia said.

A mid-ranking officer speaking 
on the condition of anonymity told 
AFP that “police are also human 
beings”.

‘Political tools’
The interim government, led by 

Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, 
formed a police reform commission, 
but progress has been slow.

Allegations of excessive force 
persist and public trust has fallen 
so sharply that in many areas mobs 
now routinely take justice into their 
own hands, often times abducting 
suspects and killing them.

“I don’t see many changes,” 
said Abu Ahmed Faijul Kabir of 
the human rights organisation Ain o 
Salish Kendra, noting that “around 
28 people died in custody in the last 
10 months”.

Nearly 300 people were killed 
in political violence in Bangladesh 
in the year since the uprising, 
human rights group Odhikar said in 
November.

“Police were used as political 
tools by successive governments,” 
said Alamgir Hossain, 60, a motor 
rickshaw driver.

“They never bothered about the 
law of the land,” he added.     – AFP

This photograph taken on Tuesday, shows Bangladesh Police personnel wearing 
the earlier (turquoise-and-blue) and the newly introduced (iron-grey and chocolate-
brown) uniforms as they stand guard outside a police box in Dhaka. Bangladesh’s 
police have unveiled new uniforms in a symbolic bid to signal reform and rebuild 
deeply eroded public trust, just weeks ahead of the first elections since a mass 
uprising.                     – AFP

ISLAMABAD – Pakistani 
security forces killed 30 
militants in several operations 
near the Afghan frontier in 
recent days, the army said 
yesterday, after a suicide 
bombing last week killed 12 
people in Islamabad.

The militants belonged 
to the Pakistani Taliban or its 
affiliated groups, the military 
said in a statement, accusing 
archfoe India of backing them.

Twenty-three militants 
were killed in raids in the 
Kurram district of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province on 
Wednesday, the military said.

In a subsequent statement, 
the military said a further 
seven militants were killed 
in three separate operations 

in Mohmand, Lakki Marwat 
and Tank districts in the same 
province on November 18-19.

“Pakistan will continue 
at full pace to wipe out [the] 
menace of foreign sponsored 
and supported terrorism from 
the country,” the military said.

Islamabad has routinely 
accused Kabul of harbouring 
militant groups, particularly 
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), that stage deadly 
attacks in Pakistan.

Pakistan has also stepped 
up its rhetoric against India in 
recent months, which it claims 
backs militant groups.

Both neighbours deny any 
involvement.

The raids come after a 
suicide bombing outside a 

court in Islamabad killed 12 
people and wounded dozens 
last week, which Pakistan said 
was planned from Afghanistan.

A faction of the Pakistani 
Taliban claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

Relations between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan have sharply 
deteriorated, with cross-border 
clashes last month prompting 
the worst fighting in years.

More than 70 people were 
killed on both sides in their 
week-long conflict, and the 
border remains closed.

The South Asian 
neighbours agreed to a fragile 
ceasefire but failed to finalise 
its terms after several rounds 
of talks, each blaming the 
other for the impasse.     – AFP

KRATIE – The critically endangered 
Mekong Irrawaddy dolphins have been 
attracting more domestic and foreign 
tourists to northeast Cambodia’s Kratie 
province, generating substantial income 
for local communities, a tourist police 
official said.

Considered a national living treasure 
by the Cambodian government, the rare 
dolphins have been listed as critically 
endangered on the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature’s Red List of 
Threatened Species since 2004.

It is estimated that currently, 111 
dolphins are living along a 120-km main 
channel of the Mekong River in northeast 
Kratie and Stung Treng provinces.

Srey Sitha, a tourist police official 
at the Kampi Dolphin Resort in Kratie 
province, said the number of foreign 
tourists to the dolphin reserve has been 
on the rise in recent months, thanks to 
accessible roads and bridges built by 
China.

“China has helped construct good 
bridges and roads, and even tourists from 
Europe have admired nice roads when 
they traveled to this resort, and they 
are happy,” he told Xinhua in a recent 
interview.

Sitha said the recently-completed 
Chinese-built road 377 has played a vital 
role in facilitating tourists’ travel to the 
dolphin attraction.

“According to our daily statistics, 
there has been a high increase in the 
number of tourists in late October and 
early November,” he told Xinhua in a 
recent interview.

“Every day, normally, there are 40 
to 50 [foreign] tourists, but if tourists in 
two or three tour packages are arranged to 

visit, the number will increase up to 90 or 
100 a day,” he said.

Sitha said most of the tourists visiting 
the dolphins in this season are from 
France, Italy, Australia, Germany, Canada 
and the United States, among others.

“Also, Chinese tourists are visiting the 
dolphins in tour packages or on family 
excursions,” he said.

He said in the dry season from 
December to May, tourists can sightsee 
the dolphins from the riverbank, but in the 
rainy season from June to November, they 
need to hire a boat and ride it to watch the 
dolphin habitat.

“Tourists’ presence is crucial to 
supporting our conservation efforts and 
to improving the livelihoods of local 
residents,” he said.

Nhem Mom, a 60-year-old domestic 
tourist from southern Cambodia’s Takeo 
province, said it would be a regret if she had 
not seen dolphins at least once in her life.

“I travel to Kratie province to see 
dolphins because I have never seen them 
with my own eyes,” she told Xinhua. “I 
feel excited to see them. I feel that dolphins 
are smart, adorable, and fascinating.”

Mom called on both national and 
international tourists to come and visit the 
dolphin reserve, saying that their presence 
is important to help raise income and 
reduce poverty for local people.

Pa Khlout, another 64-year-old 
domestic tourist from Takeo province, 
said dolphins are adorable because of their 
charismatic behaviors, unique gestures, 
and vocalizations.

Khlout said tourists’ presence is 
essential to help safeguard and conserve 
these majestic creatures for generations to 
come.             – Xinhua

This photograph 
taken on Tuesday 
shows a poll official 
taking biometrics of 
an elderly woman as 
she registers her name 
in the voter list at the 
District Election Office 
in Lalitpur, ahead of 
Nepal’s parliamentary 
elections. Months after a 
deadly uprising, Nepalis 
are again queuing - 
not to demonstrate, 
but to register to vote 
and potentially run 
in the election for 
the government they 
helped bring about. 
At least 76 people 
were killed during the 
demonstrations.    – AFP

Bangladeshi police hope new uniform repairs broken image
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in border region
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KHAN YUNIS, Palestinian 
Territories – Gaza health authorities 
said fresh Israeli air strikes killed 
five people yesterday, as ceasefire 
mediator Qatar warned the renewed 
attacks threatened to undermine the 
fragile weeks-long truce between 
Israel and Hamas.

The new strikes came the 
morning after one of the deadliest 
days in the Gaza Strip since the 
truce began on October 10, and 
after Israel launched a series of 
attacks targeting Hezbollah in 
Lebanon despite the nearly year-
long ceasefire there.

Qatar, a key mediator in the 
Hamas-Israel war, condemned the 
latest air strikes as “a dangerous 
escalation that threatens to 
undermine the ceasefire agreement”.

Mahmud Bassal, spokesman 
for the Gaza civil defence agency, 
which operates under Hamas 
authority, told AFP that five people 
were killed and several wounded 
yesterday in strikes and artillery 
shelling east of Khan Yunis in the 
south.

The Nasser hospital in Khan 
Yunis said three of those killed 
came from one family, including a 
one-year-old girl.

“We were sleeping peacefully,” 
said a grieving Sabri Abu Sabt, 
visibly exhausted after losing his 
son and grand-daughter. “We are 
peaceful and we don’t want war.”

Tala Abu Al-Ala, who lost her 
sister, told AFP: “Every day there 
are martyrs. Every day we lose a 

relative. When will we find relief? 
Don’t we have the right to live?”

Fighting back tears, she 
added: “I’m afraid I’ll die without 
achieving any of my life’s dreams.”

‘Nothing has really 
changed’

Israel has carried out repeated 
strikes against what it says are 
Hamas targets during the ceasefire, 
resulting in the death of more than 
312 Palestinians, according to 
the health ministry in Hamas-run 
Gaza.

“We are worried about the war 
returning,” said Lina Kuraz, 33, 
from the Tuffah neighbourhood east 
of Gaza City.

“Every time we try to regain 
hope, the shelling starts again. 
When will this nightmare end?”

Mohammed Hamdouna, who 
was displaced from northern Gaza 
to a tent in the south said “nothing 
has really changed”.

“The intensity of the death toll 
has decreased, but martyrs and 
shelling happen every day,” the 
36-year-old told AFP.

“We are still living in tents. 
The cities are rubble, the crossings 
are still closed, and all the basic 
necessities of life are still lacking.”

Yellow Line
On Wednesday, Israeli strikes 

killed 14 people in Gaza City and 
13 in Khan Yunis, according to the 
civil defence agency.

In Gaza City, Ahlam Halas 
carried the four-month-old daughter 
of her nephew, who was among 
those killed on Wednesday.

“He didn’t even get the chance 
to rejoice in her birth and hear her 
call him ‘papa’,” she said.

Under the US-brokered ceasefire 
deal, Israeli troops in Gaza have 
withdrawn behind the so-called 
Yellow Line.

“We are aware of a strike east 
of the Yellow Line that was done 
to dismantle terror infrastructures,” 
the Israeli military told AFP after 
yesterday morning’s operation, 
referring to an area under the army’s 
control.

Israeli government spokeswoman 
Shosh Bedrosian accused Hamas of 
“continuing to violate the ceasefire”, 
with “terrorists crossing over the 
Yellow Line”.

“Israel made the decision 
independently to conduct these 
air strikes and did not ask for 
permission to protect ourselves and 
our people.”

An American official told 
AFP that “the US was notified in 
advance” of the strikes by Israel.

Hamas appeals to 
mediators

Hamas urged US President 
Donald Trump – who helped 
broker the ceasefire – and other 
international mediators to put 
pressure on Israel to stop its attacks.

“This violation requires serious 
and effective action from the 
mediators to pressure [Israel] to 
stop these violations and uphold 
the ceasefire agreement,” Hazem 
Qassem, a spokesman for the 
Islamist movement, told AFP in 
Gaza City.

The war was sparked by 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on 
Israel, which resulted in the deaths 
of 1,221 people.

Israel’s retaliatory assault on 
Gaza has killed at least 69,546 
people, according to figures from 
the health ministry that the UN 
considers reliable.

Retired brigadier general Eran 
Ortal, a senior research fellow at the 
Begin-Sadat Centre for Strategic 
Studies outside Tel Aviv, told AFP 
that Israel was “under international 
pressure” to preserve the ceasefire, 
with Washington “mobilising 
the entire region” with a view to 
striking wider deals.

“Therefore, although Hamas 
has not been disarmed, and there 
is a strong likelihood that it will 
also manage to avoid disarmament 
in the near future, the potential for 
renewed warfare in Gaza does not 
appear high.”

– AFP

The shrouded bodies of displaced Palestinian children Siwar (top) and Mayar Azam, 

who were killed in Israeli strikes, lie outside Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City yesterday.  

                    – AFP 

  

JOHANNESBURG – The 
United States has had a “change 
of mind” about boycotting the 
G20 summit in Johannesburg 
this weekend and wanted to take 
part in some form, South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa said 
yesterday.

Washington had said it would 
not take part in the November 22-
23 summit because it objected to 
the priorities for the meeting set 
by South Africa, which holds the 
G20’s rotating presidency this year.

“We have received notice from 
the United States, a notice which 

we are still in discussions with 
them over, about a change of mind 
about participating in one shape, 
form or other in the summit,” 
Ramaphosa told reporters.

“This comes at the late hour 
before the summit begins. And so 
therefore, we do need to engage 
in those types of discussions to 
see how practical it is and what it 
finally really means,” he said.

South Africa saw the 
development as “a positive sign,” 
the president said.

“All countries are here, and 
the United States, the biggest 

economy in the world, needs to be 
here,” he said.

“So it’s pleasing to hear that 
there is a change of approach, and 
so we are still discussing how that 
will manifest.”

US President Donald Trump 
has singled out South Africa for 
harsh treatment on a number of 
issues since he returned to the 
White House in January, notably 
making debunked claims of white 
Afrikaners being systematically 
“killed and slaughtered” in the 
country.    

– AFP

SARAJEVO – A Bosnian Serb 
minister yesterday sent a Nazi 
helmet to Bosnia’s international 
peace envoy, German diplomat 
Christian Schmidt.

Schmidt has since 2021 been 
responsible for overseeing the 
peace deal that has been in place 
since the end of Bosnia’s 1992-
1995 inter-ethnic war.

But Bosnian Serb lawmakers 
– including the banned former 
Republika Srpska president 
Milorad Dodik – have repeatedly 
challenged Schmidt’s legitimacy.

“This helmet is a legacy of 
your Nazi ancestors, who killed 
my people during the darkest 
period of human civilisation,” 
Bosnia’s foreign trade minister 
Stasa Kosarac stated in a letter 
posted on Instagram in which he 
said the helmet had been sent.

He also posted a photo of a 
Waffen-SS helmet and called 
Schmidt an “occupier”.

“It is time for you to leave this 
country, which you should never 
have come to. Without you, this 
country has a chance.”

Schmidt’s standoff with 
Dodik, until recently the president 
of Bosnia’s Serb-run entity, 
Republika Srpska (RS), has 
pushed the country into its most 
serious political crisis in decades.

Bosnia’s 1992-1995 war, 
which claimed 100,000 lives, left 
the country split into two semi-
autonomous entities – the Serbs’ 
Republika Srpska and a Muslim-
Croat federation.

Each has its own government 
and is linked by weak central 
institutions.   – AFP

Fabien Zamora and Stuart Williams
PARIS – France’s top general 

yesterday faced accusations of war-
mongering after warning that the 
country must be ready to “lose its 
children” against the background of 
the threat posed by Russia.

The comments by chief of the 
defence staff General Fabien Mandon 
in a speech to local mayors on Tuesday 
have revived a debate over how far 
France and its European allies should 
be prepared to go in the conflict.

Russia and Ukraine have been at 
war since Moscow in February 2022 
launched the full-scale invasion of its 
neighbour.

European powers, including 
France, have backed Ukraine with 
increasing supplies of weapons but 
have always insisted they are not 
directly involved in the conflict.

“We have all the knowledge, 
all the economic and demographic 
strength to deter the Moscow regime 
from trying its luck by going further,” 
said Mandon.

“What we lack, and this is where 
you have a major role to play, is the 
strength of spirit to accept suffering 
in order to protect who we are,” he 
told the mayors.

Paying tribute to French forces 
deployed worldwide, he added: 
“If our country falters because it 

is not prepared to accept – let’s 
be honest – to lose its children, to 
suffer economically because defence 
production will take precedence, then 
we are at risk,” he added.

“Yes to national defence, but no to 
unbearable warmongering rhetoric,” 
responded French Communist Party 
leader Fabien Roussel.

Louis Aliot, deputy leader of 
the far-right National Rally, said: “I 
don’t think there are many French 
people who are ready to go and die 
for Ukraine.”

“It’s shocking,” said Christian 
Estrosi, the mayor of Nice and a 
member of the centre-right Horizons 
party which is part of Macron’s ruling 
coalition.

“Is it the role of the chief of staff 
of the army to worry the country in 
this way? It’s an act of weakness,” he 
told CNews.

But Defence Minister Catherine 
Vautrin said the remarks were “taken 
out of context for political purposes” 
and reflected the “military language” 
of a general who “every day knows 
that young soldiers risk their lives for 
the nation”.

Europe Minister Benjamin 
Haddad added that Mandon had 
given a “lucid and honest speech on 
the reality of the threat facing our 
country”.         – AFP

Outcry after French army 
chief’s ‘prepared to lose 

children’ warning

US wants to join G20 summit, 
end boycott: South Africa

Bosnian Serb minister sends Nazi 
helmet to German envoy

Israel launches fresh strikes on Gaza as Qatar fears for truce
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Danny Kemp
WASHINGTON – US President 

Donald Trump yesterday evoked 
the death penalty for Democratic 
lawmakers who urged the military 
to refuse illegal orders, calling 
them traitors and accusing them of 
sedition.

The group of Democratic 
senators and representatives, who all 
have military or intelligence service 
backgrounds, made the comments 
in a video posted on Tuesday on X.

They did not specify which 
orders they were referring to, but 
Trump’s administration has come 
under fire for its employment of US 
forces both at home and abroad.

“This is really bad, and Dangerous 
to our Country. Their words cannot 

be allowed to stand. SEDITIOUS 
BEHAVIOR FROM TRAITORS!!! 
LOCK THEM UP???,” Trump said 
on Truth Social.

He then added in a later post: 
“SEDITIOUS BEHAVIOR, punish-
able by DEATH!”

Trump also reposted a message 
from a user urging him to “hang 
them” and saying that the first US 
president, George Washington, 
would have done the same.

The lawmakers behind the 
message included Senator Mark 
Kelly, a former member of the Navy 
and NASA astronaut, and Senator 
Elissa Slotkin, who served with the 
CIA in Iraq.

The six accused the Trump 
administration of “pitting our 

uniformed military and intelligence 
community professionals against 
American citizens.”

“Right now, the threats to our 
constitution aren’t just coming 
from abroad, but from right here at 
home,” they said, adding: “You can 
refuse illegal orders.”

‘Not partisan’
Inside the United States, Trump 

has ordered the National Guard into 
multiple US cities, in many cases 
against the wishes of local officials, 
in a bid to bring allegedly rampant 
unrest under control.

Abroad, Trump has ordered 
strikes on a series of alleged drug-
smuggling vessels in the Caribbean 
Sea and eastern Pacific Ocean that 

have left more than 80 people dead 
since early September.

Experts say the strikes are 
illegal and amount to extrajudicial 
killings even if they target known 
traffickers.

A group of more than 300 former 
national security officials calling 
themselves the “Steady State” said 
in an open letter on Thursday that 
they strongly supported the six 
Democrats.

They said the principle of 
military personnel refusing unlawful 
orders was “not controversial. It 
is not partisan. It is not new. And 
it is the bedrock of lawful civilian 
control of the military.”

The White House and Pentagon 
chief Pete Hegseth on Wednesday 

both slammed the message from the 
Democratic lawmakers.

Hegseth described it as “Stage 
4 TDS,” or “Trump Derangement 
Syndrome” – a term used by the 
right to mock the president’s 
opponents.

Trump previously evoked the 
death penalty in 2023 in relation to 
his former top US military officer 
Mark Milley, who became an 
outspoken critic of the president.

After Milley told journalist Bob 
Woodward that he had secretly 
called his Chinese counterpart amid 
tensions after Trump supporters 
stormed the US Capitol in January 
2021, Trump said “in times gone by, 
the punishment would have been 
DEATH!”      – AFP

LONDON – Britain’s Labour 
government plans to make some 
legal migrants wait up to 20 years 
before they can apply to settle in 
the UK permanently, the interior 
minister announced yesterday.

The proposals detailed 
by Home Secretary Shabana 
Mahmood form part of efforts 
to reduce legal immigration and 
come days after she announced 
a shake-up of irregular migration 
rules.

The crackdown on both types 
of migration is partly a response 
to polls showing public support 
increasing for the rightwing 
Reform UK party, led by anti-
immigrant firebrand Nigel Farage.

It is also seen as a way to 
try to ease pressure on Britain’s 
overstretched public services.

“To settle in this country 
forever is not a right, but a 
privilege, and it must be earned,” 
Mahmood, whose parents were 
immigrants to Britain, told 
parliament.

The government announced in 
May that it wanted to double the 
qualifying period for the so-called 
Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) 
from five to 10 years.

Mahmood announced yester-
day that people arriving through 
regular migration channels who 
have claimed benefits for more 
than 12 months would have to 
wait 20 years before being able to 
apply.

For those arriving through 
irregular channels, it would be 30 
years.

Some low-qualified workers 
who arrived on health and 
social care visas after Brexit 
and migrants who had claimed 
benefits for less than 12 months 
would have to wait 15 years, she 
added.

Under the plans, which 
are now subject to a 12-week 
consultation and which Mahmood 
hopes will come into effect next 
April, public service workers such 

as doctors and nurses could still 
qualify after five years.

High earners could be eligible 
after three years, the interior 
ministry said.

Mahmood said migration 
would “always be a vital part of 
Britain’s story” but the “scale” 
of it in recent years had been 
“destabilising”.

The government estimates that 
currently because of the increase 
in net migration to the UK, some 
1.6 million people could become 
legally eligible for leave to remain 
between 2026 and 2030.

‘Far-right rhetoric’
Under her reforms, anyone 

looking to remain indefinitely 
must have no criminal record, be 
able to speak English to a high 
standard, have no debts, and have 
paid a social security tax for three 
years.

Indefinite Leave to Remain 
allows someone to live, work 
and study in Britain without any 
restrictions and is a key route 
towards getting UK citizenship.

The Reform UK party, which 
has enjoyed double-digit leads 

over Labour in opinion polls for 
most of this year, has said it would 
scrap indefinite leave altogether.

Instead, it would require 
immigrants to reapply for visas 
every five years. This would apply 
to the hundreds of thousands of 
people who have already attained 
leave to remain.

Mahmood said Labour’s plans 
would not affect people who 
already have settled status.

On Monday, she announced 
plans to cut protections for 
refugees and threatened visa bans 
for countries that refuse to take 
back irregular migrants, many of 
whom arrive in England on small 
boats.

The plans have been criticised 
by refugee charities and are 
causing unease on the left of 
Labour.

Albanian Prime Minister 
Edi Rama accused Mahmood 
of echoing “the rhetoric of the 
populist far-right” and “ethnic 
stereotyping” after she referenced 
“700 Albanian families living in 
taxpayer-funded accommodation 
having failed their asylum 
claims”.    – AFP

Britain’s Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood, makes a statement on new 
reforms to seeking asylum in the UK in the lower house of Parliament in London 
yesterday.            – AFP 

LONDON – The BBC said 
yesterday that it had received a letter 
informing the British broadcaster that 
it was being investigated by the US 
communications regulator.

The BBC last week apologised 
for the editing of a speech that gave 
the impression US President Donald 
Trump had urged “violent action” 
ahead of the 2021 assault on the 
US Capitol. Trump has threatened a 
US$5 billion lawsuit over the case.

In a letter to the BBC and two US 
broadcasters, Brendan Carr, chairman 
of the Federal Communications 
Commission, said he was “writing to 
determine whether any FCC regulations 
have been implicated by the BBC’s 
misleading and deceptive conduct”.

Carr wrote in the letter, seen by 
AFP, that the broadcast by the BBC’s 
Panorama programme spliced together 
clips that were 54 minutes apart.

“In doing so, the BBC programme 
depicts President Trump voicing 
a sentence that, in fact, he never 
uttered,” he wrote.

“That would appear to meet 
the very definition of publishing 
a materially false and damaging 
statement.”

The BBC’s director general Tim 

Davie and another top executive 
resigned this month over the case.

Trump’s supporters rioted at the 
US Capitol on January 6, 2021 in a 
bid to overturn the certification of his 
2020 US presidential election defeat 
by Democrat Joe Biden.

“While the BBC has apologised for 
its decision, stating that the programme 
created what it now acknowledges 
was a ‘mistaken impression’, concerns 
remain,” Carr added in his letter.

He requested to know if the BBC 
had provided either video or audio 
of the spliced comments to either the 
PBS television channel or NPR radio 
in the United States.

Trump’s legal team said the edit had 
given a “false, defamatory, malicious, 
disparaging, and inflammatory” 
impression of what he said in his 
speech outside the White House.

A BBC spokesperson declined 
to comment on the US watchdog’s 
involvement but confirmed it had 
received the letter.

The corporation is funded in 
Britain by a licence fee payable by 
anyone who watches live television.

Trump is renowned for his 
confrontational approach to what he 
calls the “fake news.”        – AFP

KYIV – Ukraine said yesterday 
it had received a US “draft plan” 
with proposals to end its war with 
Russia and was ready to engage with 
Washington on the contents.

“The President of Ukraine has 
officially received a draft plan from 
the American side, which, according 
to the American side’s assessment, 
could invigorate diplomacy,” 
Volodymyr Zelensky’s office said in 
a statement.

Kyiv did not reveal the contents 
of the plan, which according to 
details provided to AFP by a source 
familiar with the matter, appeared to 
echo many of Moscow’s demands for 

ending the war.
They included Ukraine ceding 

land to Russia and limiting the size 
of its army.

Following a meeting with US 
army officials in Kyiv, Zelensky’s 
office said, “it was agreed to work on 
the plan’s points to ensure a dignified 
end to the war.”

“We are ready now to work 
constructively with the American 
side and our partners in Europe and 
around the world to achieve peace as 
the result,” it added.

A call between Zelensky and 
Trump was expected in the coming 
days, Kyiv said.          – AFP

Trump !oats death penalty for Democrats urging military 
to refuse orders

US regulator probes BBC 
over misleading Trump edit

Ukraine says ready to ‘work’ 
on US plan to end war

UK to make foreign workers wait longer 
for settled status
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FRANKFURT AM MAIN – 
Germany’s Lufthansa yesterday 
expressed an interest for a stake in 
TAP Air Portugal, joining Air France-
KLM in the race for part of the carrier 
which is set to be privatised.

TAP, nationalised during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, is among 
a handful of state-owned carriers 
remaining in Europe, and is of 
interest to bigger players due to its 
routes to Brazil and Portuguese-
speaking Africa.

Lufthansa, which already owns 
a host of carriers and is Europe’s 
biggest airline group by revenue, 
said it had submitted a bid to the state 
holding company that owns TAP.

“Our goal is to strengthen 
Portugal’s global connectivity, 
preserve TAP’s Portuguese identity, 

and ensure the airline’s sustainable 
growth,” said Lufthansa CEO 
Carsten Spohr in a statement.

“TAP Air Portugal is of 
great strategic importance to the 
European aviation industry... 
with our extensive investments in 
Portugal, we continue to see the 
Lufthansa Group as the best partner 
for TAP and for Portugal.”

Lisbon announced in September 
it was seeking a major international 
airline to buy most of the 49.9 
percent stake in the carrier which it 
plans to privatise.

Lufthansa said that after acquiring 
a “minority stake”, it aimed to 
establish a “long-term partnership” 
with Portugal’s national airline.

Air France-KLM said on 
Wednesday it had also formally 

expressed its interest to take a stake 
in TAP.

IAG group, which includes British 
Airways and Iberia, has also previously 
said it is keen on taking a stake.

The three groups have in recent 
years become the dominant players 
in Europe’s aviation sector.

As well as being Germany’s flag 
carrier, Lufthansa operates Eurowings, 
Austrian, Swiss and Brussels Airlines 
and recently acquired a stake in Italy’s 
ITA, formerly Alitalia.

The government in Lisbon 
has made maintaining routes to 
Portuguese-speaking parts of the 
world a priority in any deal for TAP.

On Wednesday the Portuguese 
carrier reported that it flew back into 
the black in the July-September period, 
booking a healthy profit.     – AFP

Fran Blandy
RIO DE JANEIRO – Indigenous 

protesters at UN climate talks in 
Brazil have zeroed in on a major 
grievance: A planned railway that 
would stretch almost the distance 
from London to Berlin and cut 
through the Amazon rainforest.

To farmers, the Ferrogrão 
(“Grain Railway”) would be a 
logistical revolution.

Critics see yet another massive 
infrastructure project coming to 
threaten the Amazon, undermining 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s 
commitment to the environment.

What is the idea behind 
the Ferrogrão?

Brazil is the world’s largest 
exporter of soybeans and corn, 
much of which is produced in the 
central state of Mato Grosso.

Currently, this cargo travels long 
distances by truck to either southern 
seaports or northern river ports.

For over a decade, Brazilian 
governments have tried to advance 
a 933-kilometer railway that would 
link Sinop in Mato Grosso to the 
northern river port of Miritituba.

From there, grain can reach the 
Amazon River and the Atlantic Ocean.

What do supporters of 
the project say?

Elisângela Pereira Lopes, a 
technical advisor with the CNA, 
Brazil’s main farmer’s organisation, 
told AFP the railway was “essential 
to guarantee the competitiveness of 
Brazilian agribusiness.”

She said that Mato Grosso, 
responsible for about 32 percent of 
national grain production “needs 
a more efficient logistics route to 
keep pace with the sector’s growth.”

Lopes said the railway was 
expected to cut the logistics cost of 
grain exports by up to 40 percent, 
while reducing road traffic and the 
associated CO2 emissions.

What do the critics say?
Mariel Nakane of the Socio-

Environmental Institute (ISA) 
told AFP the railway will impact 

indigenous lands and drive 
deforestation and land grabbing.

She said the switch by 
agribusiness in the last decade to 
exporting their goods more cheaply 
via northern river ports had already 
transformed the Tapajós River that 
the Miritituba port sits on.

“Riverside communities are 
being expelled... they can no longer 
fish in some regions because now 
it’s just ports and this barge traffic.

“The idea is to install the railway 
and have it increase the volume 
transported on this route by five times.”

Meanwhile, she fears a free-for-
all in areas already vulnerable to 
deforestation.

Nakane said Brazil’s current 
licensing procedures were not enough 
to protect the rainforest and its residents.

She pointed to other controversial 
projects, such as oil exploration near 
the Amazon River – which began last 
month – and plans to pave the BR-319, 
a major highway in the rainforest.

“The government is not capable 
of doing this right. It’s very easy for 
the government to claim that it’s 
committed to the climate agenda, 
but sweep these controversial 
projects under the rug.”

Why has this come up at 
COP climate talks?

With the eyes of the world on 
Belém during the UN climate summit, 
indigenous communities have sought 

to cast a spotlight on their grievances, 
such as the Ferrogrão.

Protesters are also furious about 
a decree signed by Lula in August 
establishing major Amazon rivers, 
including the Tapajós, as priorities 
for cargo navigation and private 
port expansion.

“We will not allow it because it 
is our home, our river, our forest,” 
said indigenous leader Alessandra 
Korap of the Munduruku people.

“The river is the mother of the fish.”

What is the current 
status of the project?

Brazil’s environmental agency 
Ibama said in a statement that “the 
licensing process for the Ferrogrão 
railway is in its initial stage, with 
an assessment of its environmental 
viability.”

However, the process was 
suspended in 2021 by Supreme 
Court judge Alexandre de Moraes 
after a constitutional challenge to 
plans to alter the limits of a national 
park to build the railway.

Moraes allowed the case to 
resume in 2023, and the court began 
hearing it again last month.

Moraes – a powerful figure 
in Brazil who has personally led 
several major investigations – voted 
to allow the project to go ahead.

However, the hearing is currently 
paused after another judge asked for 
more time to analyse the case.  – AFP

Brazil’s President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (right) greets journalists before a press 
conference during the COP30 UN Climate Change Conference in Belém, Pará state, 
northern Brazil, on Wednesday. Lula da Silva hit the corridors of COP30 in Belém 
on Wednesday, in a push to land a deal at the UN climate talks as nations remained 
divided over contentious issues.                  – AFP 

MAPUTO – Mozambique said 
on Wednesday it will audit US$4.5 
billion in potential losses claimed 
by French oil giant TotalEnergies 
following a nearly five-year halt 
of its massive gas project in the 
southern African nation.

The US$20-billion liquefied 
natural gas project was paused in 2021 
following a bloody jihadist attack 
that killed an estimated 800 people.

TotalEnergies last month lifted 
the force majeure it had declared 
after the siege and sought US$4.5 
billion in cost overruns linked to 
the delay, to be covered by the 
Mozambique government.

The council of ministers 
(cabinet) agreed to restart the project 
and will review costs from the force 
majeure period before approving the 
project’s updated development plan, 
the government said.

The government will also 
ensure “monitoring of the project 
implementation across various 
cross-cutting matters,” it added.

TotalEnergies is also seeking 
a 10-year extension to its 
concession, more than double 
the length of the delay. It was not 
immediately clear if Maputo will 
approve the extension.

The company has said it hopes 
to resume production at the gas 
site in 2029, subject to government 
approval of its new budget plan.

Mozambican and international 

NGOs last month accused TotalE-
nergies of holding Mozambique 
“hostage” by its demands.

TotalEnergies owns a 26.5 
percent stake in the project.

Northern Mozambique has 
been battered by a bloody jihadist 
insurgency since late 2017.

The group often referred to 
as “Al-Shabaab” by locals and 
authorities – despite no known link to 
the Somali jihadist group – seeks to 
impose Sharia law in Cabo Delgado, 
a neglected outpost that has become 
fertile ground for radical ideology.

In a major incident in March 
2021, the insurgents attacked 
the port town of Palma, a few 
kilometres from the TotalEnergies 
site, sending thousands of people 
fleeing into the surrounding forest.

US-based conflict tracker 
ACLED estimated more than 800 
people were killed in the attack.

The European Centre for 
Constitutional and Human Rights 
(ECCHR), a German NGO, on 
Tuesday said it had filed a legal 
complaint against TotalEnergies, 
accusing it of “complicity in war 
crimes” by local troops at the gas site.

The case was filed with France’s 
national anti-terrorism prosecutor.

It focuses on alleged abuses 
between July and September 2021 
by soldiers belonging to a joint task 
force (JTF) deployed to protect 
TotalEnergies gas site.   – AFP

MADRID – Spain’s Supreme 
Court yesterday said it had convicted 
the top prosecutor of leaking 
confidential legal information 
against the conservative opposition 
in a fresh blow to Socialist Prime 
Minister Pedro Sánchez.

The conviction of Álvaro 
García Ortiz, consistently defended 
by Sánchez’s government, which 
appointed him in 2022, increases 
the pressure stemming from several 
legal affairs that have embarrassed 
the minority left-wing coalition.

García Ortiz will be banned from 
his post for two years, fined around 
7,300 euros (US$8,400) and pay 10,000 
euros in damages to complainant 
Alberto González Amador, the partner 
of right-wing figurehead Isabel Díaz 
Ayuso, the court said.

In 2024, media reported based 
on leaked correspondence that 
González Amador had proposed a 
plea deal with the public prosecutor’s 
office in which he would admit to 
alleged tax offences in exchange for 
avoiding a trial and jail.

Ayuso, the leader of the Madrid 
region who has been tipped for 
a national leadership role, and 
her conservative People’s Party 
(PP) accused García Ortiz of 
orchestrating the leak to damage her.

PP leader Alberto Núñez Feijóo 
wrote on X that the unprecedented 
conviction would “always hang over 
Sánchez”, demanding he apologise 
for a “clumsy political operation”.

Government sources said they 

“respect the ruling, but do not 
agree with it”, with the selection 
process for a new attorney general 
to begin “in the coming days”.

Legal pressure mounts
González Amador, who is due to 

stand trial for the alleged tax fraud, 
had demanded four years in jail for 
García Ortiz and 300,000 euros for 
“the moral damage caused”.

García Ortiz, the first serving 
chief public prosecutor to go on 
trial in Spanish history, denied the 
accusations during the proceedings 
in the Supreme Court this month.

His legal team presented him 
as the victim of a campaign by the 
Madrid region’s government to distract 
attention from González Amador’s 
legal woes and protect Ayuso.

Public prosecutors had also 
called for an acquittal, saying nothing 
proved that García Ortiz ordered the 
leak about González Amador’s case.

Separate corruption investiga-
tions targeting the prime minister’s 
wife, brother and two former Social-
ist heavyweights have threatened 
to topple Sánchez, who came to 
power in 2018 promising to clean 
up Spanish politics.

The PP has repeatedly called 
for Sánchez’s resignation and a 
snap general election, accusing his 
government of widespread corruption.

Sánchez has said the graft 
allegations against his wife and 
brother are part of a “smear 
campaign” by the right.   – AFP

Lufthansa enters race for TAP 
stake against Air France-KLM

Mozambique to review TotalEnergies 
costs on gas project

Brazil’s planned railway to Amazon draws !re on margins of COP30

Spain’s top prosecutor found guilty 
of media leak against opposition
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Football

SYDNEY – Australia and Man-
chester City winger Mary Fowler has 
claimed a teammate at French club 
Montpellier gave her and another 
black player bananas as a farewell gift.

In a book released this week, 
“Bloom”, the 22-year-old speaks of 
her unhappiness in southern France, 
saying she even pondered leaving 
the game altogether.

Fowler, who left Montpellier 
in 2022 at the age of 19 after a 
two-year stay, said the team held a 
presentation after their final home 
game at which flowers were handed 
out to departing players.

But she said neither she nor her 
friend, Dutch winger Ashleigh Weerden, 
were mentioned at the ceremony.

“Afterwards, when we got 
inside the changing room, some 
of our teammates questioned why 
we hadn’t received any flowers. 
We shrugged our shoulders, just as 
clueless as they were,” she wrote.

“A few of the girls laughed about 
it and then one of the other players 
came over and handed my friend and 
me some bananas, saying, ‘Here, have 
these.’ That was the cherry on top.”

Fowler said she and Weerden had 
discussed the alleged incident since.

“Not receiving flowers was one 
thing, but as two of only six black 
girls in the squad, receiving bananas 
wasn’t something I could laugh off 
and forget about.

“Was it an accident? Was it the 
only thing in the dressing room she 
could give us? Did she mean well 
by it?,” she wrote.

‘Holding those bananas’
“I’ve tried to justify it in many 

different ways, trying to find any 
indication that it was an honest 
mistake. But when I add in the many 
other times at the club when we were 
left feeling a similar way, it was hard 
to see it as merely a simple error.”

Fowler said she wished they 
had done something at the time “to 
stand up for ourselves”.

“But instead we just sat there 
holding those bananas.”

Fowler described a struggle with 
loneliness at Montpellier and said 
she “genuinely considered quitting 
football” there.

The Matildas star recounted how 
the Australia team doctor had told her 
to get her heart checked out before 
playing again after she experienced 
chest pains when running.

But she claimed the Montpellier 

doctor gave her a five-minute check-up 
and some anti-inflammatory tablets, and 
told her she was fine to keep playing.

“It wasn’t exactly the check-
up I’d been hoping for,” she said, 
adding that a young physiotherapist 
at the club later told her that the 
coaching staff thought she was 
making up the pain to avoid playing.

Fowler said more extensive 
heart checks had since concluded 
that the chest pain was most likely 
a muscular or skeletal issue.

The Australian player said she and 
Weerden were also questioned by the 
coach for driving home together.

“She’d answer that we were friends 
and I didn’t have my driver’s licence 
yet. Moments like these made it hard 
for us to not notice we were being 
treated differently to other players.”

AFP has contacted Montpellier 
for a comment.      – AFP

Matildas’ Fowler says French club 
teammate gave her bananas

Australia’s forward Mary Fowler warms up before the start of the Australia and New 
Zealand 2023 Women’s World Cup third place play-off against Sweden at Brisbane 
Stadium in Brisbane on August 19, 2023.                – AFP

Jean-Daniel Senat / Luckenson Jean
PORT-AU-PRINCE - Fireworks 

and dancing erupted across Haiti in 
a reprieve from gang violence as 
people came together to celebrate 
their national team punching its 
ticket to the 2026 World Cup.

Haiti, the poorest nation in 
the Americas, will be making its 
first appearance on international 
football’s biggest stage in more 
than 50 years, and only its second 
overall, after qualifying for the 
tournament on Tuesday night.

“We need a national holiday to 
celebrate it, with schools closed. We 
need pleasure and joy. Unlock the 
country and eradicate the gangs,” an 
ecstatic fan in Port-au-Prince told AFP.

But even the gangs joined in 
on the celebrations that stretched 
into Wednesday in the capital and 
other cities such as Cap-Haitien and 
Miragoane.

Jimmy “Barbecue” Cherisier, 
the UN-sanctioned leader of a gang 
coalition known as Viv Ansanm 
(Living Together), was seen in 
videos posted to social media 
partying with residents in his 
neighbourhood.

Just three days earlier, the gang 
boss had announced his intention 

to confront the police as he urged 
residents of Port-au-Prince to stay 
indoors.

In Haiti’s main city, thousands 
of people celebrated in the streets 
to the rhythm of popular songs and 
chants performed by rara bands, the 
country’s festive music.

Several fans paraded shirtless, 
waving national flags amid applause 
and fireworks.

“I shouldn’t be out on the street 
at this hour, but since it’s for Haiti, 
I’m doing it anyway,” said supporter 
Widenie Bruno.

Because of security concerns 
stemming from the gang threat in 
Port-au-Prince, the national team 
had to play all of its qualifying 
home matches in the Caribbean 
island nation of Curacao.

It was there that Haiti, known 
as the Grenadiers, beat Nicaragua 
2-0 to clinch their spot in the World 
Cup, which will be staged in the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada.

Haitian fans, however, may not be 
able to travel to the US to watch their 
team play because, in June, President 
Donald Trump’s administration 
included Haiti among 12 countries 
whose citizens are banned from 
entering the United States.

‘So proud’
Haiti’s qualification brings a 

moment of relief for a population 
strained and exhausted by the 
violence of organised gangs, which 
control 90 percent of the capital.

Those groups, accused of mur-
ders, rapes, looting, and kidnappings, 
have contributed to a severe humani-
tarian crisis in Haiti, a small nation 
long burdened by political instability.

The situation has worsened since 
early 2024, when gangs forced the 
then-prime minister Ariel Henry to 
resign.

But on Tuesday night, everyone 
in the nation seemed focused on 
what was happening in Curacao.

After the victory against 
Nicaragua, Haitian fans still had to 
wait for Costa Rica and Honduras to 
play to a scoreless draw before they 
could celebrate what had seemed 
impossible - Haiti’s first berth in the 
World Cup since 1974, when West 
Germany hosted the tournament.

Another young fan of the 
Grenadiers said he planned to party 
all night long - whatever the cost.

“I am so proud of Haiti that I will 
spend everything tonight,” he said. 
“I will wake up broke. We will spend 
the night in the streets.”           – AFP

ZURICH – Four-
time World Cup winners 
Italy will face Northern 
Ireland in the semi-finals 

of the European playoffs for the 
2026 tournament while Ukraine 
face star-studded Sweden.

Italy will take on Northern 
Ireland on March 26 next year at 
an Italian venue that is yet to be 
confirmed, after to the draw made 
in Zurich on Thursday.

Five days later the winner 
will travel to face the winner 
of Wales’s semi-final against 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Despite another error-strewn 
qualification campaign, Italy 
still have a chance of reaching 
the World Cup finals for the first 
time since the 2014 tournament in 
Brazil, having failed to qualify in 
2018 and 2022.

Facing the Azzurri will be a 
daunting challenge for Northern 
Ireland, who have only beaten the 
Italians once in 11 meetings, and 
that was in 1958.

Italy coach Gennaro Gattuso 
said: “Let’s concentrate on the 
first match. Northen Ireland are a 
team that we can beat.

“They’re a team that have their 
own style, they’re very physical... 
they’ll give us a good game but 
we can do it.

“We know about Wales and 
Bosnia, and playing in Cardiff is 
difficult for anybody, but for now 
let’s concentrate on the semi-final.”

Woeful Swedish 
campaign

War-torn Ukraine will play a 
Sweden team that could feature 
Liverpool’s £125 million (US$164 
million) forward Alexander Isak and 
Arsenal striker Viktor Gyokeres.

The Swedes, though, were 
woeful in qualifying, finishing 
bottom of their group, and only 
got into the playoffs thanks to 
their performance in the Nations 
League.

Newly appointed English 
coach Graham Potter, formerly in 

charge of Brighton and Chelsea, 
faces a tough task to steer the 
Swedes to the finals in the United 
States, Mexico and Canada.

Potter said Sweden had a 
“fantastic opportunity”.

“We need to make sure we’re 
in a good place in March. We need 
to use our time until then wisely,” 
he said.

Whoever triumphs in the 
Ukraine v Sweden match will face 
the winner of Poland’s meeting 
with Albania - the Albanians 
are bidding to reach football’s 
showpiece for the first time.

Meanwhile, the Republic of 
Ireland, who reached the playoffs 
after a dramatic late goal from 
Troy Parrott earned a 3-2 win in 
Hungary on Sunday, face a tough 
trip to the Czech Republic.

The winner of that match will 
host the winner of the semi-final 
between Denmark and North 
Macedonia.

Turkey will play Romania, who 
were surprise quarter-finalists the 
last time the tournament was played 
in the United States in 1994.

The winner will face either 
Slovakia or Kosovo, who are also 
trying to reach a World Cup for 
the first time in their history.

All the European semi-finals 
will take place on March 26, with 
the finals on March 31.

In the inter-continental 
playoffs, New Caledonia - 
another nation bidding to make 
a first appearance at a World Cup 
finals - will play against Jamaica 
for the right to face the seeded 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Bolivia will play Suriname - 
yet another country seeking a first 
ever appearance - with the victor 
going on to a winner-takes-all 
game against Iraq.

Those games will be played in 
March next year.

The expansion of the 2026 
World Cup to 48 teams from 32 
teams in 2022 has led to a clutch 
of first-time qualifiers, including 
Curacao and Uzbekistan.   – AFP

Italy to face N Ireland in 
2026 World Cup playo!s

Gang-wracked Haiti unites, goes wild 
over World Cup quali"cation

French former player Christian Karembeu takes a selfie with (from third left) 
FIFA President Gianni Infantino, President of the Caledonian Football Federation 
Gilles Tavergeux, member of the Caledonian Football Federation Patrice 
Mandaoue, New Caledonia’s coach Johann Sidaner and former French football 
player Youri Djorkaeff following the 2026 FIFA World Cup European Play-Off draw 
at the FIFA’s Home of Football in Zurich yesterday.         – AFP
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GUANGZHOU – Chinese 
table tennis great Ma Long capped 
his storied career with a long-
sought team gold, while sprint star 
Su Bingtian brought the curtain 
down on his track journey with 
an emotional farewell at the 15th 
National Games yesterday.

With only women’s water polo 
left on the schedule, the games 
entered their final stretch a day 
before the closing ceremony. 35 
golds were awarded across the 
penultimate day, many doubling as 
last chapters for some of China’s 
most celebrated veterans.

Track and field delivered 12 
titles, including the men’s and 
women’s 4x100m relays. Hubei 
won the men’s title, but the loudest 
ovation went to the 36-year-old Su, 
Asia’s 9.83-second record holder 
in 100 meters, who anchored 
Guangdong to fourth place before 
announcing his retirement.

“It’s an honor to say goodbye 
here at home, after holding on for so 
many years,” Su said, removing his 
spikes and waving barefoot to the 
crowd. “We proved we can break 
10 seconds. If you persist, you can 
succeed.”

In table tennis, the 37-year-old 
Ma – holder of dozens of world 
titles – finally filled the one gap 
on his resume: a National Games 
men’s team gold. Beijing, led by 
Ma and Wang Chuqin, defeated a 
Shanghai squad spearheaded by Fan 
Zhendong and Xu Xin 3-1 in the 
best-of-five final.

Badminton also delivered fitting 
finales. Olympic champions Zheng 
Siwei/Huang Yaqiong of Zhejiang, 
competing in their third National 
Games, claimed the mixed doubles 
title with a 2-0 win over Hunan’s 
Zhou Zhihong/Wei Yaxin, marking 
a graceful end to their eight-year 
partnership.

“We’ve shared so many 

highs and lows together, always 
trusting each other,” Huang said. 
“Badminton made me stronger, 
inside and out.”

In women’s doubles, Fujian’s 
Olympic champion Huang Dongping 
and partner Tan Ning beat Sichuan’s 
Zheng Yu and Zhang Shuxian 2-0, a 
win the 30-year-old Huang attributed 
to “pure willpower” after just over a 
week of joint training.

Fujian’s Weng Hongyang 
captured the men’s singles title 
with a 2-0 victory over Hubei’s Zhu 
Xuancheng, while Hubei’s Wang 
Zhiyi edged Olympic champion Chen 
Yufei 2-1 for the women’s crown, 
a rare moment that left the usually 
composed 25-year-old in tears.

“It was incredibly tough,” 
Wang said. “The moment I won, 
everything just poured out.”

On the tennis courts, Zhejiang’s 
Wu Yibing, 26, outlasted Beijing’s 

rising 20-year-old star Shang 
Juncheng 6-0, 1-6, 6-4 to win his 
first National Games singles gold. 
Anhui’s 31-year-old Zhu Lin defeated 
Beijing’s Gao Xinyu 6-1, 6-2 to 
turn her two previous bronzes into 
gold, ending Tianjin’s four-edition 
dominance in the women’s singles.

“At this stage of my career, 
achieving something new makes me 
proud,” Zhu said. “I hope it inspires 
more kids in Anhui to pick up a 
racket.”

In trap mixed team shooting, 
Hunan’s Guo Yuhao and 54-year-
old Liu Yingzi hit 44 targets to 
win gold. It marked Liu’s eighth 
National Games appearance and her 
third career title at the event.

In men’s volleyball, Shandong 
swept Fujian 3-0 to take the 
championship.

– Xinhua
More photos on page 16

Veterans shine as Ma Long seals career set, 
Su Bingtian bows out at National Games

PERTH – Opener 
Jake Weatherald and 
seamer Brendan Doggett 
will make their debuts 

in the first Ashes Test against 
England in Perth today, Australia 
skipper Steve Smith said.

It is the first time Australia 
have chosen multiple debutants in 
a Test since early 2019.

“Doggett and Weatherald are 
going to make their debuts, which is 
really exciting,” Smith said yesterday.

Weatherald’s inclusion as 
Usman Khawaja’s sixth opening 
partner since David Warner retired 
early last year means the in-form 
Marnus Labuschagne can return to 
his favoured number three.

Labuschagne was dropped 
ahead of Australia’s mid-year 
Test tour of the West Indies after 
an extended lean spell, but came 
roaring back with five centuries in 
eight innings this season.

Incumbent number three 
Cameron Green edged out Beau 
Webster as the all-rounder and will 

now come in at six, behind Smith 
at four and Travis Head at five.

Doggett, an outstanding 
bowler in domestic cricket over 
recent years, will pull on a Baggy 
Green for the first time after Josh 
Hazlewood was ruled out with a 
hamstring strain.

Captain Pat Cummins is also 
missing as he returns to fitness 
from a back injury, replaced by 
Scott Boland.

Boland and Doggett lead the 
pace attack alongside Mitchell Starc.

Nathan Lyon, in his 140th Test, 
provides the spin option with 
the veteran generally thriving on 
home soil, where he has bagged 
268 of his 562 Test wickets at an 
average of 31.08.

He needs two more to surpass 
Glenn McGrath and become the 
sixth-highest wicket-taker in 
history.

England drew 2-2 at home 
in the most recent Ashes series 
in 2023, but have not won in 
Australia since 2010/2011.  – AFP

Australia’s Smith takes 
pre-Ashes swipe at 
‘Mastermind’ Panesar

PERTH – Steve 
Smith took a swipe 
yesterday at “comical” 
Monty Panesar after the 
former England spinner 

urged fans and players to target the 
stand-in Australia captain during 
the Ashes over his part in the 2018 
“Sandpapergate” affair.

Smith was banned for a 
year and sacked as skipper after 
conspiring to alter the ball during 
the third Test against South Africa 
in Cape Town.

The retired Panesar, who played 
50 Tests, said last week that Smith 
should be made to feel “guilty” 
about his part in the scandal.

On the eve of the first Test in 
Perth, Smith pointed to Panesar’s 
gaffe-ridden 2019 appearance on 
a celebrity edition of the British 
quiz show “Mastermind”.

“I’m going to go off topic for a 
second here,” an apparently pre-pre-
pared Smith told a press conference 
when asked about the criticism.

“Who of you in the room 
have seen Mastermind and Monty 
Panesar on that?

“Any of you? Well, those of 
you that have, you’ll understand 
where I’m coming from, and 
those of you haven’t, do yourself a 
favour because it’s pretty comical.

“Anyone that believes that 
Athens is in Germany, that’s a 
start, Oliver Twist is a season of 
the year and America is a city.

“Doesn’t really bother me, those 
comments,” he added. “That’s as 
far as I’ll go with that one.”

During his Mastermind appear-
ance, Panesar did well on his spe-
cialist subject but failed miserably 
when it came to general knowledge.

The 36-year-old Smith is standing 

in as skipper in the absence of regular 
captain Pat Cummins, who is on his 
way back from injury.             – AFP

Spain fight back against 
Czech Republic to reach 
Davis Cup semis

Tennis
BOLOGNA – Spain reached 

the semi-finals of the Davis Cup 
yesterday after coming back from 
one match down to beat the Czech 
Republic 2-1 in Bologna.

Marcel Granollers and Pedro 
Martinez beat Tomas Machac and 
Jakub Mensik 7-6 (10-8), 7-6 (10-
8) to seal Spain’s passage to the 
last four, where David Ferrer’s 
team will face either Argentina or 
Germany in the last four tomorrow.

Jaume Munar set Spain up to win 
the tie by beating Jiri Lehecka 6-3, 
6-4 and levelling up the match after 
Pablo Carreno Busta was beaten by 
world number 19 Mensik 7-5, 6-4.

Spain’s biggest star Carlos 
Alcaraz pulled out of the tournament 
on Tuesday with a hamstring injury 
suffered during his defeat to Jannik 
Sinner in the title-match of the ATP 
Finals on Sunday.

The six-time Grand Slam 
champion said in the aftermath 
of that defeat that his hamstring 
hadn’t affected him, even though it 
was strapped up during a medical 
time out.

World number one Alcaraz is 
one of three top-10 players to have 
dropped out of the Davis Cup 
finals in northern Italy, where fans 
have also been denied the chance 
to see Sinner and Lorenzo Musetti 
play for the Azzurri.

The highest ranked player at 
the Davis Cup finals is former 
Olympic champion and world 
number three Alexander Zverev, 
who played for Germany against 
Argentina late yesterday.    – AFP

PERTH – England 
captain Ben Stokes called 
Steve Smith and Joe Root 
the greatest batsmen of 

their generation yesterday and said 
keeping the Australian skipper quiet 
was crucial to winning the Ashes.

Ahead of today’s first Test 
in Perth, Australia’s Smith and 
England’s Root share 24,020 Test 
runs between them and 75 centuries.

But while Root is yet to score a 
ton on Australian soil and averages 
just 35.68, Smith has been potent 
at home. He averages an ominous 
59.70 against England, including 18 
hundreds.

“Not too much has changed 
because he [Smith] just gets runs 
against us, doesn’t he?” Stoke said 
when asked if he had noticed any 
weakness to exploit.

“That seems to be a constant - a 
serious player, has been for a very 
long time.

“Him and Joe Root, neck-and-
neck in my opinion in terms of the 
greatest batters of this generation.

“You always want to come up 
with ways to try and keep the best 
players quiet. And that’s something 
that obviously we’re going to have 
to do. It’ll be a hard thing to be able 
to do,” he added.

“But if we can keep Steve 
Smith, minus all the other guys in 
the batting order, quiet, then we’ve 
given ourselves a good chance to 
achieve in the goal that we want.”

Smith will lead Australia for the 
third time this year in Pat Cummins’ 
absence when the Ashes get under way.

The 36-year-old’s full-time 
reign as skipper came to an end over 

the South Africa ball-tampering 
controversy in 2018, but he has 
consistently filled in since.

Sure to send a scare through the 
England camp, his average is an 
incredible 68.98 in his 40 Tests as 
Australia captain.

Smith scored a century for New 
South Wales last month after not 
picking up a bat for six weeks, and 
said he was in a good place.

“I’m pretty chilled,” he said. “I 
think I’ve learnt a lot over my journey.

“The last couple of times that 
I’ve stood in for Patty [Cummins] 
I’ve tried to be pretty relaxed and 
let the game play.

“Obviously I’ve got to do it my 
own way out there and have my own 
style. But I’m a lot more relaxed 
these days, chilled, and you know, let 
the guys go about their work.” – AFP

Stokes calls Smith and Root ‘greatest of their generation’

Sport in brief

Australia’s Weatherald and Doggett 
to debut in !rst Ashes Test

Su Bingtian of team Guangdong is seen after the men’s 4x100m relay final at the 15th 

National Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, yesterday.         – Xinhua
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GARDENA, United States 
– Some of Jim Henson’s most 
memorable creations will go under 
the hammer in California next 
week, with the first US auction 
of puppets and memorabilia from 
the late entertainer’s decades-long 
career.

Highlights include a pair of 
shoes worn by the domineering 
Miss Piggy in a “Muppets” movie, 
as well as puppets from “Fraggle 
Rock” and characters from the 
Netflix series “The Dark Crystal: 
Age of Resistance.”

Fans will have the chance to bid 
on more than 400 items at Tuesday’s 
auction, which is also being held 
online on the Julien’s Auctions 
website.

“This is the first time ever 
that you can buy an authorised, 
authentic piece of Jim Henson 
Company memorabilia,” said Roy 
Parker, pop culture specialist at the 
auction house.

Henson, who died in 1990, 
revolutionised puppetry by making 
the rigid figures manoeuvreable, 
latterly through his Creature Shop, 
creating now-instantly recognisable 
characters like Kermit the Frog.

He also imagined entire 
universes that came to life in films 
like “Labyrinth” (1986) and “The 
Dark Crystal” (1982).

His creations are “very nostalgic, 
because they remind everybody of 
their childhood and when they first 
saw Kermit the Frog up on screen,” 
said Parker.

The auction, which will be 

held in person in Los Angeles as 
well as online, commemorates the 
70th anniversary of the Jim Henson 
Company and is expected to raise 
tens of thousands of US dollars.

– AF

Something for moi? Miss Piggy’s 
shoes go under the hammer

Puppets are on display during a preview of the Jim Henson Company’s 70th 
Anniversary Auction at Julien’s Auctions warehouse in Gardena, California on 
Wednesday.                  – AFP

NEW YORK – Rap icon Nicki 
Minaj praised Donald Trump’s 
stand on the persecution of religious 
minorities on Tuesday, calling for 
an end to faith-based persecution 
in Nigeria, which the government 
there denies.

Minaj, of “Starships” and 
“Super Bass” fame, spoke out at 
an event hosted by the US embassy 
to the United Nations and thanked 
Trump “for prioritising this issue 
and for his leadership.”

She has previously posted to her 
legions of social media followers 
about the killings of Christians 
in Nigeria, an issue the Trump 
administration has made a priority.

Trump was “calling for urgent 
action to defend Christians in 
Nigeria to combat extremism and 
to bring a stop to violence against 
those who simply want to exercise 
their natural right to freedom of 
religion or belief,” Minaj said 
alongside Washington’s ambassador 
to the UN Mike Waltz.

“In Nigeria, Christians are being 
targeted, driven from their homes 
and killed. Churches have been 
burned. Families have been torn 
apart, and entire communities live 
in fear constantly, simply because 
of how they pray.”

The Trinidadian star has 
previously said she has a “deep 
sense of gratitude” to be able to 
“freely worship God” in the United 
States and called on others to pray 

for those unable to pursue their faith 
freely.

Minaj’s appearance alongside 
Waltz came after she backed a social 
media post by Trump where he 
alleged Nigeria’s government had 
failed to stop attacks on Christians.

This issue has recently drawn 
Trump’s attention, with the president 
accusing Abuja of tolerating the 
murders of Christians by “Islamist 
terrorists” – a claim pushed by some 
US Christian conservatives.

“I want to be clear, protecting 
Christians in Nigeria is not about 
taking sides or dividing people. It is 
about uniting humanity,” Minaj added.

Minaj, a visible feminist 
figure known for provocative 
lyrics and music videos, has not 
always been in lockstep with the 
religious right.

In 2012 she angered some when 
she attended the Grammy Awards 
flanked by a man dressed as the 
Pope and then performed a mock 
exorcism.

Waltz said that “while Nigerian 
officials maintain that terrorism 
strikes all faiths indiscriminately 
– and they do – there is a body of 
evidence...that paints a very grim 
picture of disproportionate suffering 
among Christians.”     – AFP

Nicki Minaj backs Trump on Nigeria 
religious persecution

Trinidadian-US rapper Nicki Minaj speaks during the panel discussion “Combatting 
Religious Violence and the Killing of Christians in Nigeria” at the US Mission to the 
United Nations in New York City on Tuesday.               – AFP 

WASHINGTON – Warner 
Music Group and AI startup Udio 
announced on Wednesday they 
have settled a US copyright lawsuit 
and struck a deal to cooperate on a 
licensed artificial intelligence (AI) 
music creation service.

The landmark agreement 
resolves litigation between the 
major label and Udio, while 
establishing what the companies 
described as a “clear framework” 
for developing AI-powered music 
tools that compensate artists and 
songwriters.

The settlement comes as the 
music industry grapples with the 
rapid rise of generative AI tools 
that can create songs mimicking 
artists’ voices and styles, raising 
thorny questions about copyright, 
compensation and creative control.

The agreement follows a first-
of-its-kind deal struck between 
Universal Music Group and Udio 
last month to work together on the 
new service, which will launch in 
2026.

Udio – backed by investors 
including Andreessen Horowitz 
and will.i.am – and other AI 
companies like OpenAI have 

been accused by major record 
companies of using their songs 
to “train” AI models which can 
produce music that apes human 
artists.

The service uses AI to 
generate complete songs from text 
descriptions provided by users.

Udio will build a platform 
allowing users to create remixes, 
covers and new songs using 
the voices and compositions of 
participating artists, who will be 
credited and paid for their work.

“This collaboration aligns with 
our broader efforts to responsibly 
unlock AI’s potential,” said Robert 
Kyncl, chief executive of Warner 
Music Group, which operates 
labels including Atlantic, Elektra 
and Warner Records.

The new service marks a 
significant shift for Udio, which 
will transition to a fully licensed 
platform built “in collaboration 
with artists and songwriters,” the 
companies said.

The agreement covers both 
Warner’s recorded music catalogue 
and its publishing business, Warner 
Chappell Music, which holds over 
one million copyrights.   – AFP

Warner Music enters licensing 
deal with AI music startup

South Korea’s ‘BoyNextDoor’ band members arrive on the red carpet of the 
46th Blue Dragon Film Awards at the KBS Hall in Seoul on Wednesday.    – AFP
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Ma Long of Beijing hits a return to Zhou Kai of Shanghai during the men’s team 
table tennis final between Beijing and Shanghai at the 15th National Games in 
Macao, yesterday.        – Xinhua

Lin Xialian (left)/Lin Wenjun of Fujian compete during the women’s canoe double 
200m sprint final A at the 15th National Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, 
yesterday.           – Xinhua

Liang Pei of Beijing competes during the baseball bronze medal game against 
Shanghai at the 15th National Games in Zhongshan, Guangdong Province, 
yesterday.         – Xinhua
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Wu Ruiting of Guangdong signs autographs after winning the men’s triple jump final at 
the 15th National Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, yesterday.       – Xinhua

Wu Zhifan of Yunnan competes during the women’s mountain bike cross-country final 
at the 15th National Games in Jiangmen, Guangdong Province, yesterday.    – Xinhua

The mascots play baseball before the baseball final between Jiangsu and Guangdong 
at the 15th National Games in Zhongshan, Guangdong Province, yesterday.  – Xinhua
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