
Premier Li pledges closer 
cooperation with Russia 

Premier Li Qiang said here yesterday that China stands 
ready to deepen cooperation with Russia in investment, 
energy, agriculture and other fields.  

– Story on p. 7

BBC ‘determined to !ght’ Trump 
defamation case: chairman

The BBC’s chairman vowed yesterday to fight a billion-
US-dollar lawsuit which US President Donald Trump 
has threatened to bring against the British broadcaster for 
defamation.                –  Story on p. 10

Ecuador voters reject return of US 
military bases

Ecuadoran voters roundly rejected the return of US mili-
tary bases to the country in a referendum on Sunday, a major 
political blow to Trump-friendly President Daniel Noboa. 

  – Story on p. 12 
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Tony Wong
The Government Information 

Bureau (GCS) reminded the public 
in a statement yesterday that Chief 
Executive Sam Hou Fai will deliver 
his 2026 Policy Address during a 
plenary session of the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) in its hemicycle 
starting at 3 p.m. today, after which 
he will answer questions about his 
second policy address during a 
press conference at Government 
Headquarters scheduled to begin at 
5:30 p.m.

Sam will answer questions from 
lawmakers about his policy address 
tomorrow in another plenary session 
in the legislature’s hemicycle 
commencing at 3 p.m.

Macau’s fiscal year runs on a 
calendar-year basis.

The statement noted that 
the plenum to deliver the policy 
address and the press conference 
this afternoon as well as tomorrow 
afternoon’s Q&A session to answer 
legislators’ questions will be 
broadcast live on the TV and radio 
channels of public broadcaster TDM.

The public can also watch the 
proceedings online through various 

platforms: the Macao Special 
Administrative Region (MSAR) 
Government Portal at www.gov.mo; 
the Chief Executive Office’s website 
at www.gce.gov.mo; the Legislative 
Assembly’s website at www.al.gov.
mo; the Government Information 
Bureau’s website at www.gcs.gov.
mo; and the Policy Address webpage 
at www.policyaddress.gov.mo.

The public can also choose to 
view the official YouTube channels 
of the Chief Executive Office at 
www.youtube.com/c/gcegovmo or 
the Government Information Bureau 
at www.youtube.com/macaogcs, as 
well as the Government Information 
Bureau’s Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/macaogcs.

They can also choose to use the 
official mobile apps of the Chief 
Executive Office or the Government 
Information Bureau to watch the 
proceedings.

The proceedings will be 
simultaneously translated from 
Cantonese to Portuguese.

Written information in English 
about Sam’s 2026 Policy Address 
will be posted on the Government 
Information Bureau’s Facebook 

page for English-language news at 
www.facebook.com/macaogcsen.

Yesterday’s statement also noted 
that after Sam delivers his policy 
address, members of the public 
can obtain copies of the Chinese 
and Portuguese versions from the 

Government Headquarters Affairs 
Bureau (DSASG), the Government 
Information Bureau (GCS), the 
Legal Affairs Bureau’s (DSAJ) 
Printing Division, the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM), and the 
Post and Telecommunications 

Bureau (CTT), as well as the Public 
Administration Building on Rua do 
Campo and the city’s central library 
in Praça do Tap Siac.

They can also download the 
policy address from the Government 
Portal, the Chief Executive 
Office’s website, the Government 
Information Bureau’s website, and 
the Policy Address webpage.

Yesterday’s statement also noted 
that Sam’s five policy secretaries will 
present their respective portfolios’ 
policy guidelines to the legislature 
from November 21 to December 1, 
with Secretary for Administration 
and Justice Wong Sio Chak on 
November 21, Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Anton Tai Kin Ip on 
November 24, Secretary for Secu-
rity Chan Tsz King on November 26, 
Secretary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture Wallis O Lam on November 28, 
and Secretary for Transport and Pub-
lic Works Raymond Tam Vai Man on 
December 1.

Each of the five policy secretaries’ 
one-day Q&A session is scheduled 
to run from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., each slated to 
last about eight hours in total. 

Sam delivers 2026 Policy Address, 
answers media’s questions today

SHENZHEN – Timothy Fok 
Tsun-ting, president of the Sports 
Federation and Olympic Committee 
of Hong Kong, said yesterday that 
hosting the 15th National Games has 
mobilized all sectors of society and 
will give strong momentum to the 
development of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area (GBA).

“The National Games carries 
great significance. It is not only 
about the sports community 
staging an event, but the whole 
society is also involved. Hong 
Kong alone has more than 15,000 
volunteers, and that is truly 
remarkable,” Fok said.

“In the long run, the closer 
exchanges fostered by the National 

Games will provide a major boost 
to the development of the Greater 
Bay Area,” he added.

Fok also noted that IOC 
President Kirsty Coventry praised 
the region’s capacity to host 
major sporting events. “We have 
demonstrated that the Greater Bay 
Area is capable of hosting even 
larger international sports events in 
the future, and this is a goal we all 
share,” he said.

In addition, the 79-year-old 
Hong Kong sports official spoke 
highly of Shenzhen’s Guangming 
International Equestrian Center, 
where he presented medals 
yesterday, saying that the newly 
built, high-standard venue will help 
advance equestrian cooperation 

between Hong Kong and the 
Chinese mainland.

“The equestrian events of the 
2008 Beijing Olympic Games were 
held in Hong Kong, and people in 
Hong Kong have a strong affection 
for the sport. With such excellent 
facilities at the Guangming 
International Equestrian Center, 
Hong Kong athletes will also be 
able to make good use of them in 
the future,” he said.

“Hong Kong has world-class 
expertise in horse management. 
Beyond equestrian sport, there is 
broad room for cooperation be-
tween Hong Kong and Guangdong 
in areas such as the horse industry 
and equine culture,” Fok added. 
(More on pages 14 & 16)  – Xinhua

National Games to boost GBA development: HK sports chief

Hong Zhihua of Guangxi competes during the team show jumping final at the 15th 
National Games in Shenzhen yesterday.      – Xinhua  

This file photo shows Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai delivering a speech in front of 
the UNESCO World Heritage-protected Ruins of St. Paul’s while concluding Macau’s 
session of the torch relay early this month for the 15th National Games, the closing 
ceremony of which will be held in Shenzhen on Friday this week.           – Photo: GCS
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v  Macau  Weather
TEMPERATURE FALLING 
SIGNIFICANTLY. 
MAINLY CLOUDY. 
A FEW LIGHT RAIN PATCHES. 
FORCE 5 TO 6 NORTHERLY 
WINDS WITH GUSTS. 
MAXIMUM RELATIVE 
HUMIDITY WILL 
RANGE BETWEEN 
50% AND 80%.

14ºC~22ºC
Source: SMG
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Armindo Neves
The 133-year-old Tung Sin 

Tong Charitable Society hosted 
a press conference yesterday 
about its upcoming “Annual Fund 
Raising Campaign” starting on 
Thursday during which it revealed 
the number of users of its primary 
care facilities last year. 

According to Tung Sin Tong 
(TST) Vice President Vong Chiok 
Va, the number of consultations 
provided by the five clinics run 
by the charity reached 378,844 
consultations last year

According to 2024 official 
health data, Macau’s 733 primary 
health care establishments, 
comprising public health centres 
and private clinics provided 3.9 
million consultations, a year-on-year 
increase of 3.6 percent, last year, of 
which consultations at private clinics 
(3.01 million) and government 
health care establishments (913,000) 
rose by 3.3 percent and 4.6 percent 
respectively.

Based on the charity’s figures 
released yesterday. Tung Sin 
Tong’s five clinics provided 10.38 
percent of all primary health care 
services last year. 

The press conference was held 
at the Federal Restaurant in Zape.

According to Tung Sin Tong 
President José Chui Sai Peng, the 
campaign is raising funds for the 
coming year by visiting various 
districts across Macau. 

This year, according to Chui, 
several charitable initiatives 
have been launched, such as a 
lucky draw to win vouchers and 
instant discounts for donations 
made via Bank of China (BOC) 
Mobile Banking; a vegetable 
soup ingredient package, with six 
patacas donated from each sale; 
a charity stall at the current Food 
Festival; and the full donation of 
craftsmanship fees from jewellery 
purchased from Seng Fong 
Jewellery shops. 

Chui also said that the 
about month-long campaign’s 
participating pharmacies will be 
offering consumption events – 
BOC Mobile Banking users may 
claim one daily 10 pataca discount 
voucher by scanning the designated 
QR code at the pharmacies run by 
Tung Sin Tong.

Chui underlined that the cam-
paign aims to gather the commu-
nity’s goodwill, carry forward the 
century-old spirit of shared benev-
olence and continuously improve 
various free charitable services.

Tung Sin Tong (同善堂) was 
set up in 1892. Its traditional 
Chinese name means “Mutual 
Benevolence Hall”. 

Fellow Tung Sin Tong board 
member-cum-auditor Iong Weng 
Ian announced the financial status of 
Tung Sin Tong’s charitable work for 
last year. Iong said that its receipts 
totalled around 169 million patacas, 
while expenditures amounted to 
over 168 million patacas. 

According to Iong, these funds 
were primarily allocated to provide 
free medical services and medicines, 
childcare, elderly care and other 
social support services, as well as to 
cover administrative costs. 

Iong said that the remaining 
balance was transferred to the 
charity’s financial reserves, 
earmarked for specific purposes 
such as the repair and reconstruction 
of old and dilapidated buildings. 

Tung Sin Tong’s 5 clinics provide 
378,844 consultations in 2024: VP

Tung Sin Tong Charitable Society 
President Chui Sai Peng addresses 
yesterday’s “Annual Fund Raising 
Campaign” press conference at Federal 
Restaurant in Zape.

 – Photo: Armindo Neves

Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

arrested a local man on Saturday 
for stealing HK$365,000 (376,000 
patacas) and 4,800 patacas from the 
safes of 12 front-desk colleagues 
in a hotel in Cotai, PJ spokesman 
Cheong Siu Keong said during a 
regular press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect 
as a 29-year-old male surnamed Ip, 
who worked as a front desk manager 
at the hotel.

According to Cheong, the police 
received a report from the hotel on 
Thursday about a significant cash 
shortage uncovered during an audit 
on November 7. The police discov-
ered that from September 26 to No-
vember 6, Ip borrowed staff identi-
fication cards from his colleagues, 
which, combined with his own high-
level access, allowed him to unlock 
the personal safes of 12 front desk 
employees and steal the operational 
reserve funds allocated by the hotel.

Cheong said that, according 
to hotel policy, each front desk 
employee is allocated HK$35,000 
and 5,000 patacas in reserve funds 
daily. The police discovered that Ip 
accessed multiple safes using only 
two staff identification cards, taking 
advantage of system vulnerabilities. 

Ip exploited his colleagues’ habits 
of not routinely counting cash, 
allowing him to target several safes 
and steal a total of HK$365,000 and 
4,800 patacas in two months.

Cheong added that after each theft, 
Ip went to a casino to gamble, and 
after gambling away all the money, 
he went missing from work starting 
November 7. The police identified 
Ip as the suspect and apprehended 
him while he was re-entering Macau 
through the airport on Saturday.

Ip has been transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP), 
facing a theft charge. 

Police nab local man for 
stealing 380,800 patacas 

from 12 hotel safes

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Siu Keong looks on during 
yesterday’s regular press conference. 

– Photo: Ada Lei

Ada Lei
A male teacher was 

apprehended on Saturday for 
defrauding two male currency 
exchange dealers out of 
HK$400,000 (412,000 patacas) 
in a currency exchange deal, 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Siu Keong said in a regular 
press conference yesterday.

The suspect and the two 
“victims” are mainland Chinese.

Cheong identified the suspect 
as a 24-year-old male surnamed 
Xiong who works as a teacher 
in the Chinese mainland. The 
victims are a middle-aged man 
and a young man who are engaged 
in illegal currency exchange 
activities in local casinos.

According to Cheong, the 

Judiciary Police (PJ) received a 
referral from the Public Security 
Police (PSP) on Saturday about a 
casino fraud case. The “victims” 
told the police that they received 
a message on Friday night from 
Xiong, who expressed interest 
in exchanging HK$400,000 for 
gambling purposes. They arranged 
to meet at a casino in Zape to 
discuss the terms. After agreeing 
to the exchange, the “victims” 
handed over HK$400,000 in cash. 
At that point, Xiong claimed that 
he needed to verify the authenticity 
of the banknotes and requested 
they convert the money into chips.

Cheong noted that Xiong 
then went with the chips to a 
gaming table, claiming that he 
would transfer the money to the 

“victims” after gambling a bit. 
However, after gambling away all 
the chips, he continuously delayed 
the transfer using various excuses.

Suspecting they had been 
defrauded, the “victims” reported 
the case to the police the following 
day. The police apprehended 
Xiong that day and discovered that 
his mobile banking account held 
only several thousand yuan, which 
was clearly insufficient to cover 
the exchange funds. The police 
seized a smartphone from Xiong.

Xiong has been transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP), facing a fraud charge.

Cheong said that the police 
were still investigating the two 
“victims” for their illegal currency 
exchange activities. 

Police nab teacher for cheating 2 currency 
exchange dealers out of HK$400,000

Armindo Neves
The Meteorological and 

Geophysical Bureau (SMG) 
announced in a statement yesterday 
afternoon that Macau’s temperature 
will drop to as low as 13 degrees 
Celsius from tomorrow.

According to the weather 
station, under the influence of 
a strong northeastern monsoon, 
northerly winds will strengthen 
significantly, and the mercury will 
drop noticeably starting from today. 

The observatory forecast that 
the minimum temperature will be 

around 13 degrees Celsius between 
tomorrow and Thursday. The wind 
chill effect will make the perceived 
temperature lower than the actual 
temperature, the bureau said.

The bureau urged the public to pay 
close attention to the weather changes 
and take precautions to stay warm.

Meanwhile, the weather station 
forecast that the wind will reach 
Force 6 with strong guts and expected 
to persist for two to three days.

According to the 12-level 
Beaufort scale, Force 6 indicates 
“strong breeze” conditions. 

Mercury forecast to fall 
to 13oC tomorrow 

This temperature forecast chart provided by the Meteorological and Geophysical 
Bureau (SMG) yesterday evening forecasts that the local temperature may fall to as 
low as 13 degrees Celsius from tonight. 
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Rui Pastorin
“Our Story” Community Exhibition 2025 is being held at the free-admission 10 Fantasia 

Gallery, presenting images, along with other works, by “citizen creators” to tell stories 
through a variety of perspectives.

The exhibition, organised by the Chinese Cultural Industries Promotion Association 
(CCIPA), is on until November 29 and can mainly be found in the gallery’s exhibition room 
B05. It features images overlayed with text. “As specific scenes fade, the words become 
the focal point, carrying the memories and emotions of creators within the community”, 
according to a recent statement on the 10 Fantasia website, adding that this enables its creators 
to become storytellers through their works as “a contemporary form of ‘oral history’”.

Visitors to the gallery will find scenes ranging from those set in local landmarks such as 
the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Ruins of St. Paul’s and Taipa Village to various events 
and moments in everyday life in Macau. While one can find a variety of photos in colour 
and a few in black and white, the exhibition also features other works including a diorama 
and a digitally drawn piece.

“Through these subtle observations, we witness moments in this everyday space where 
time either settles gently or undergoes significant changes. Ultimately, all these experiences 
converge into our emotional connections with the community”, according to the gallery 
statement. The statement also noted that a community is not only a place where we live, but 
a place where we feel emotionally connected and share our stories together.

The gallery is located on Calçada da Igreja de S. Lázaro (瘋堂斜巷) and is open from 
Tuesdays to Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. It is closed on Mondays.

One can find more details by visiting the gallery’s website and its Facebook page.

‘Our Story’ ‘Our Story’ 
exhibition gathers works exhibition gathers works 

from local communityfrom local community

Photos taken last week by Rui Pastorin
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Armindo Neves
The two-month long Chi Lam 

Vai ancient well cleanup project’s 
second phase commenced on 
November 4, and Tang Kam Chun, 
a Chi Lam Village resident and 
vice-president of the Na Tcha 
Temple Association, told the Post 
on Friday that dozens of lorryloads 
of construction waste have been 
removed in the ongoing second 
phase so far.

 Pátio do Espinho (茨林圍 – 
Chi Lam Vai – in Cantonese), is 
a 400-year-old, formerly walled 
village that lies just a street away 
from the UNESCO World Heritage-
protected Na Tcha Temple, one of 
Macau’s two temples dedicated to 
the divinity known in Putonghua 
as Nezha. It is also close to the 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed 
Ruins of St Paul’s.

On November 4, the Post 
interviewed Tang about the ancient 
well. Tang said that the well 
required restoration because 40 
years ago workers from a nearby 
construction site illegally dumped 
a huge amount of construction 
waste in it. 

Tang also said that on December 
12, 2022, the day the well was 
reopened, a Japanese expert 
specialising in ancient wells was 
present for an inspection and noted 
that its structure resembles that of 
ancient wells in Japan. 

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
has since then assembled a team of 
experts to conduct an in-depth study 
of the well’s structure, confirming 
that its history dates back approxi-
mately 400 years and is closely 
linked to the development of the 
village, Tang said. 

Tang pointed out that during the 
first phase of the cleanup in 2023, 
over one hundred truckloads of 
construction waste were removed 
from it.

A p a r t  o f  “ F i s t  o f  F u r y ” 

(精武門), a 1972 film featuring San 
Francisco-born Hong Kong martial 
artist, actor and filmmaker Bruce 
Lee (李小龍;1940-1973), was shot 
in Chi Lam Vai. 

Chi Lam Village includes a café 
and souvenir shop dedicated to Na 

Tcha run by Tang, as well as a Thai 
restaurant. Both are popular with 
local and tourists alike. 

Reportedly, Bruce Lee’s 
daughter Shannon will attend a 
public event in Hong Kong on 
November 27. 

This photo taken on November 3 shows the ancient well in Chi Lam Vai that is still 
undergoing its second cleanup. – Photo courtesy of Na Tcha Temple Association 

Vice-President Tang Kam Chun

Cleaners load construction waste dredged from the well onto a lorry on Friday.
– Photo: Armindo Neves

Khalel Vallo
According to a statement 

provided by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Macau (AACM) 
on Sunday, the local airport has 
launched seven new smart security 
screening channels in its Central 
Security Screening Zone, aiming to 
reduce passenger waiting times and 
improve screening efficiency during 
peak travel periods.

The rollout marks a major step 
in the airport’s smart-management 
upgrades, the statement said.

The statement noted that the 
optimisation project began in July 
this year and has been carried out in 
phases to meet rising passenger traffic 
and screening demands, adding that 
two channels from the first phase 
entered stable operation last month 
after staff training, technical testing, 
and safety checks by AACM. 

The remaining five channels 
in the second phase began serving 
passengers on Sunday, aiming 
to expand the airport’s screening 
capacity ahead of the Christmas 
and New Year holiday season, the 
statement added.

The new facilities feature full-
body scanners, automated baggage 
tray return systems, and human-
body image analysis technology, 
which collectively aim to enhance 
both accuracy and throughput in 
security checks, the statement said.

The regulator  said that passengers 
can expect noticeably shorter queues 
and smoother screening “particularly 
during peak travel seasons or 
holidays”. A planned eighth smart 
lane – the final phase of the project – is 
expected to enter service next month 
following testing and verification, 
according to the statement. 

The statement noted that AACM 
worked closely with the airport 
concessionaire CAM throughout the 
upgrade, pointing out that “throughout 
the planning phase of the optimisation 
project, we have coordinated closely 
with the airport concessionaire 
to ensure all procedures were 
completed in accordance with the 
processes approved by our authority, 
guaranteeing dual achievements 
in smart management and safe 
operations.”

With the latest smart channels 
now operating, Macau International 
Airport aims to deliver faster, more 
efficient screening for passengers 
while maintaining stringent safety 
standards, the statement said, adding 
that the final channel’s launch in 
December aims to complete the 
airport’s full transition to upgraded 
smart security facilities. 

This undated handout photo provided by the Civil Aviation Authority of Macau 
(AACM) on Sunday shows the new smart channels, which include full-body 
scanners, automatic baggage tray return systems, and human body image analysis 

technology, aiming to enhance the accuracy and efficiency of security screening 
operations, at the local airport in Taipa. 

Khalel Vallo
Sands China launched its 

new “Sands Responsible Gaming 
Academy” yesterday and signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the University of 
Macau (UM) in order to deepen 
research, training, and public 
education in responsible gaming.

The opening ceremony was 
launched at The Londoner Macao 
in Cotai, marking a new step 
in Sands China’s long-running 
corporate responsibility work that 
first introduced responsible gaming 
training to all team members in 2007.

The academy becomes one 
of the eight sub-academies under 
the Sands China Academy and is 
designed to strengthen practices 
among staff and guests while 
striving to foster what the company 
describes as a “more mature and 
sustainable” gaming environment 
in the city.

The agreement from the 
signing of the MOU aligns with 
the government’s objective to 
reinforce public awareness and 
professional training. 

Moreover, a certificate 
presentation was held for graduates 
of the RG360 Macau Responsible 
Gaming Specialist Ambassador 
Course, developed jointly by 
Sands China and UM’s Institute 

for the Study of Commercial 
Gaming (ISCG). 

According to a statement 
provided by integrated resort 
operator Sands China Ltd yesterday, 
the course aims to blend academic 
theory with scenario-based practice 
and is recognised as the highest tier 
within Sands China’s ambassador 
training framework. 

Wilfred Wong Ying-wai, 
executive vice chairman of Sands 
China Ltd, attended the ceremony, 
alongside representatives from other 
government entities, including the 
Gaming Inspection and Coordination 
Bureau (DICJ), the Social Welfare 
Bureau (IAS), and UM. 

In his remarks, Wong called 
the launch “a significant occasion” 
for the company’s gaming work, 
noting that Sands China has 
“kept up with not only the times, 
but also the city’s development” 
since becoming the first operator 
to introduce both a self-exclusion 
programme in 2004 and 
compulsory responsible gaming 
training in 2007. 

He added that the new academy 
and the MOU with UM aim to 
“bring forth a more diversified 
model for curriculum development 
and training programmes” by 
merging academic research with 
industry practice. 

2nd cleanup removes dozens 
of truckloads of waste from 

Chi Lam Vai well

Airport opens 7 new smart screening channels to cut waiting times 

Sands China, UM expand 
gaming partnership

Wilfred Wong Ying-wai, executive vice chairman of Sands China Ltd, addresses 
yesterday’s “Sands Responsible Gaming Academy” opening ceremony at The 
Londoner Macao integrated resort in Cotai.                  – Photo: Khalel Vallo
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Rui Pastorin
The “Not Terminal” public 

artwork by renowned Beijing-born 
contemporary artist Yin Xiuzhen 
(尹秀珍) is being displayed in the 
Macao Cultural Centre Plaza in 
Nape as part of “Art Macao: Macao 
International Art Biennale 2025”.

On display until December 12, 
the installation is featured in Art 
Macao’s “Public Art Installation” 
section, where several works are 
being showcased around the city.

According to a statement 
from the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) yesterday, the piece by Yin, 
known for her “highly distinctive 
installation and participatory 
artworks”, is an interactive video 
installation that features a platform 
centred around a “static luggage 

conveyor belt loop” and plastic 
blankets around the conveyor 
belt as an interactive space for 
the public. Above the installation 
are also screens featuring live site 
footage and pre-recorded scenes, 
according to the statement.

The statement said that by 
contrasting “terminal” and “non-
terminal” concepts, the work 
examines life’s fluidity and 
uncertainty, encouraging members 
of the public to reflect on its meaning 
amidst chaos while highlighting 
the uniqueness and diversity of 
individuals and groups in motion.

One can find more details, 
including of other public artworks, 
activities and exhibitions, by 
visiting  www.artmacao.mo and 
other social platforms. 

This photo provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) yesterday shows the public 

artwork “Not Terminal” displayed in the Macau Cultural Centre Plaza in Nape. 

‘Not Terminal’ public artwork on 
display at Cultural Centre Plaza

Tony Wong
Casa Real Casino in Zape, one 

of the city’s remaining six “satellite 
casinos”, will close for good after 
midnight on Friday, the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ) has announced.

The bureau made the announce-
ment in a statement last week.

Casa Real (“Royal House”) Casino 
is one of the six satellite casinos 
currently still in operation in the city.

The government announced in 
June that in compliance with the 
three-year transition period stipulated 
by the new legislation amending the 
gaming law, all of the city’s then 11 
satellite casinos had decided to close 
for good by December 31 this year. 
Grandview Casino in Taipa, which 
closed in late July, was the first of 
them to cease operations.

After Grand Dragon Casino, also 
in Taipa, closed in September, two 
satellite casinos in the peninsula, 
namely Emperor Palace Casino in Nam 
Van district and Waldo Casino in Zape, 
ceased operations late last month.

Legend Palace Casino, located 
in the Macau Fisherman’s Wharf 
entertainment complex in Nape, 
closed for good last week.

Consequently, Casa Real Casino 
will be the sixth to cease operations. 
After its scheduled closure later this 
week, there will still be five satellite 
casinos in Macau.

The so-called satellite casinos 

in Macau are formally owned 
by gaming concessionaires but 
are actually run and managed by 
third parties as they are housed on 
premises that are not owned by the 
respective gaming concessionaires.

After the three-year transition 
period, which is scheduled to end on 
December 31 this year, all satellite 
casinos must close, unless the respective 
gaming concessionaire chooses to 
hire a “management company” to 
operate the casino. However, such a 
management company is only allowed 
to receive a management fee from the 
respective gaming concessionaire, no 
longer being permitted to share in the 
casino’s revenues.

According to June’s government 
announcements, the three respective 
gaming concessionaires, SJM, 
Galaxy, and Melco, decided to 
terminate the operations of all 11 
satellite casinos before the expiration 
of the transition period based on their 

respective commercial decisions, 
comprising Grandview, Legend 
Palace, Fortuna, Landmark, Ponte 16, 
Le Royal Arc, Emperor Palace, Kam 
Pek Paradise, and Casa Real owned 
by SJM, Waldo owned by Galaxy, 
and Grand Dragon owned by Melco.

Last week’s DICJ statement 
announced that after business 
negotiations, Casa Real Casino’s 
third-party operator and SJM decided 
to terminate the operations of the 
casino after 11:59 p.m. on Friday, i.e., 
it will cease operations from Saturday.

The statement pledged 
that the Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau, in 
collaboration with the Labour 
Affairs Bureau (DSAL), will ensure 
that SJM fulfils its promise to ensure 
the employment of those working at 
Casa Real Casino after its closure.

According to the statement, 
there are currently 285 employees 
working at Casa Real Casino. 

Casa Real Casino in Zape to shut for 
good on Friday night: govt

Staff Reporter
The findings of a survey 

released yesterday show that only 
29 percent of the respondents 
aged 50 or over said that they are 
satisfied or very satisfied with the 
elderly care facilities and services 
available in the community, while 
66 percent of them described the 
situation as “mediocre”.

The survey was carried out 
between July and earlier this month 
by the Macau Federation of Trade 
Unions (commonly known as Gung 
Luen in Cantonese) in collaboration 
with the private University of Saint 
Joseph’s (USJ) Macao Observatory 
for Social Development. The 
former held a press conference on 
its premises yesterday to announce 
the survey’s findings.

The survey collected 801 
valid questionnaires from local 
residents aged 50 or above.

According to the press 
conference, the survey’s findings 
also show that 42 percent of the 
respondents said that they need 
home-based elderly care services*. 
However, the findings show that 36 
percent of the respondents said that 
they do not know the concept of 
home-based elderly care services.

The survey’s findings also show 
that 46 percent of the respondents 
said that they would need home-
visit nursing care services provided 
by social service organisations.

Lawmaker- cum-un ion i s t 
Lam Lon Wai, a Gung Luen 
vice-chairman, suggested that 
the government strengthen 
collaboration with social service 
organisations in the private sector 
in jointly providing home-visit 
medical diagnosis and treatment 
for those with chronic diseases, 
with the aim of relieving pressures 
on the operations of hospitals. 

* Home-based elderly care 
enables seniors to age independently 
at home through personalised 
support. It includes essential daily 
assistance, specialised nursing 
care, and vital companionship. 
This approach enhances well-
being, provides family peace 
of mind, and effectively delays 
institutionalisation. – DeepSeek

Only 29 pct aged 50+ satis!ed or 
very satis!ed with Macau’s elderly 

care facilities: survey 

This photo taken yesterday shows Casa Real Hotel on Avenida do Dr. Rodrigo 

Rodrigues in Zape where Casa Real Casino is located.       – Photo: Tony Wong

Legislator-cum-unionist Lam Lon Wai, 

a Gung Luen vice-chairman, speaks to 

reporters on the sidelines of yesterday’s 

press conference about the survey’s 

findings.          – Photo courtesy of TDM

China Daily Editorial
The Chinese military on Sunday 

urged the Philippines to immediately 
stop provoking incidents and further 
escalating tensions in the South China 
Sea. The call came after the Philippines 
carried out so-called “joint patrols” 
with external forces, undermining 
peace and stability in the region.

Tian Junli, spokesperson for 
the Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army Southern Theater Command, 
said that the theater command had 
organized a bomber formation to 
conduct a routine patrol in the South 
China Sea on Friday, and that troops 
of the theater command remain 
on high alert to firmly safeguard 
national sovereignty and security. 
“Any attempt to infringe on our 
legitimate rights or provoke trouble 
is doomed to fail,” Tian warned.

China is a staunch defender 
of peace and stability in the South 
China Sea, and the PLA’s patrols are 
a legitimate exercise of sovereignty 
and jurisdiction over its territory in 
the waters.

Repeated provocations by the 
Philippines have escalated tensions 
with China, threatening to undermine 
regional efforts to maintain peace 
and stability in the region.

The Ferdinand Marcos Jr 
government has tried to turn the 
disputed waters into a theater 
of the absurd. The hallmark of 
Manila’s showboating has been its 
extreme adventurism. Embracing 
a confrontational posture, it has 
sought to internationalize the South 

China Sea disputes, jettisoning 
consensus and marooning established 
agreements. This has been achieved 
through a deliberate alignment with 
the United States that has emboldened 
Manila’s audacious adventurism.

The reliance on US military 
support, including the deployment 
of advanced missile systems, as 
well as the US’ increased financial 
aid, has emboldened the Philippines 
to adopt a more assertive stance. 
This has escalated tensions with 
China and increased the risk of a 
misstep sparking conflict.

While presenting itself as the 
defender of the rules-based order 
and “freedom of navigation”, the 
US has been riding roughshod over 
both. Manila should be aware that 
its alignment with Washington has 
drawn the Philippines deeper into 
the geopolitical strategy of the 
US, from which Manila will find 
it increasingly difficult to extricate 
it. It should be alert to the risks 
of taking part in the US’ tactical 
maneuvers in the region.

To serve its ulterior purposes, 
the Philippines has become adept at 
playing the victim on the world stage, 
crafting a narrative that portrays itself 
as a small nation standing up to the 
“bullying” of a larger neighbor. This 
portrayal, however, is a distortion 
of reality as the Philippines and its 
foreign backers are always the ones 
causing trouble.

By peddling this false 
narrative, Manila seeks to mask 
its wrongdoings and garner 

international sympathy and support. 
But the Philippines is not the victim, 
it is the provocateur.

The South China Sea is a vital 
artery for global trade and a region 
of immense strategic importance. 
By emphasizing military presence 
over diplomacy, and provocations 
over dialogue, the Philippines is 
recklessly sabotaging stability.

In doing so, Manila is blinding 
itself to the opportunities for 
economic collaboration and regional 
integration that would benefit the 
Philippines in the long run. There is 
a growing call among stakeholders 
in the region for Manila to engage 
with the other members of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations to establish a more stable and 
predictable regional environment.

The Philippines will assume 
the ASEAN chairmanship in 2026. 
At the closing ceremony of the 47th 
ASEAN Summit, Marcos pledged 
to uphold the theme of “Navigating 
Our Future, Together” and lead 
ASEAN toward a more inclusive 
and sustainable future, and to work 
toward reaching a “Code of Conduct 
in the South China Sea” next year. 
However, given the Philippines’ 
actions since he took office, whether 
the Philippines will match those 
words with deeds remains to be seen.

The immediate challenge for 
Manila lies in not letting its subservience 
to Washington prevent it from playing 
a constructive role in the evolving 
dynamics of the Asia-Pacific region.

– Courtesy of China Daily

Manila plays havoc with regional peace



TUESDAY November 18, 2025 The Macau Post Daily 7
NATION

Your trusted source for real news 

MOSCOW – Premier Li Qiang 
said here yesterday that China 
stands ready to deepen cooperation 
with Russia in investment, energy, 
agriculture and other fields.

Li made the remarks in his 
talks with Russian Prime Minister 
Mikhail Mishustin, adding that the 
Chinese market welcomes more 
high-quality agricultural and food 
products from Russia.

Li said that not too long 
ago he and Mishustin held in 
Hangzhou, the capital of east 
China’s Zhejiang Province, 
the 30th regular meeting of the 
Chinese and Russian heads of 
government, which focused on the 
implementation of the important 
consensus reached by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

The meeting, he said, also com-
prehensively reviewed the progress 
of China-Russia cooperation in var-
ious fields and made plans on key 
cooperation in the next stage.

China stands ready to work 
with Russia to follow the strategic 
guidance of the two heads of state, 
further strengthen communication, 
continuously deepen mutually 
beneficial cooperation between the 
two sides, and create more benefits 
for the two peoples.

Li expressed the hope that the 
Russian side will provide more con-
veniences for Chinese enterprises to 
invest and operate in Russia.

He also urged both sides to 
continue to expand people-to-
people and cultural exchanges, 
strengthen cooperation in areas 
such as culture, education and films, 
and infuse more humanistic warmth 
into China-Russia relations.

Noting that the Tianjin Summit 
of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) held in 
September achieved a series 
of fruitful results of milestone 
significance, Li said China is willing 
to maintain close coordination 
and collaboration with Russia to 
encourage all parties of the SCO 
to uphold the Shanghai Spirit 
and materialize the development 

blueprint outlined by leaders at an 
early date.

He urged to further advance 
pragmatic cooperation to bolster 
the development momentum of 
all member states, to continuously 
improve the institutional building 
of the SCO, to enhance its 
influence in international affairs, 

and to stand in solidarity with 
the vast number of Global South 
countries to promote an equitable 
and orderly multipolar world as 
well as a universally beneficial 
and inclusive economic 
globalization.

Mishustin said that currently, 
the Russia-China comprehensive 
strategic partnership of coordination 
for a new era is at an unprecedented 
high level.

Russia is willing to further 
intensify dialogue and exchanges 
with China at all levels, deepen 
cooperation in fields such as 
economy and trade, energy, 
agriculture, and people-to-people 
and cultural exchanges, create new 
growth points for cooperation, 
and continuously enhance good-
neighborly friendship, he added.

Mishustin said Russia is 
willing to create a favorable 
business environment for Chinese 
enterprises investing in Russia. 
He expressed gratitude to China 
for its outstanding work during its 
presidency of the SCO, especially 
for the successful hosting of the 
Tianjin Summit.

Russia is willing to strengthen 
communication and coordination 
with China, enhance the institutional 
building of the SCO, and make 
greater contributions to promoting 
peace, development and prosperity 
in the region and the world, 
Mishustin said.                – Xinhua

Premier Li Qiang (left) shakes hands with Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin in Moscow yesterday.               – Xinhua
 

BEIJING – China urges Japan to stop 
overstepping the line, retract its erroneous 
words and deeds, and honor its commitment 
to China with concrete actions, foreign 
ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said 
yesterday.

It was reported that recently some 
Japanese politicians claimed that China 
had “overreacted” to the wrongful remarks 
made by Japanese Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi regarding Taiwan.

In response, Mao told a regular news 
briefing that China has repeatedly stated its 
solemn position on the wrongful remarks 
made by Takaichi regarding Taiwan, 
saying that the relevant remarks seriously 
violate the spirit of the four political 
documents between China and Japan, and 
cause fundamental damage to the political 
foundation of China-Japan relations.

Mao said that during the discussions 
on resuming China-Japan diplomatic ties, 
China explicitly put forth three principles: 
the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China is the sole and legal government 
representing the Chinese people; the 
Taiwan Province is an inalienable part of the 
territory of the People’s Republic of China; 
and the so-called “Taiwan-Japan Treaty” is 
illegal and invalid and must be abrogated.

She said in 1972, the two countries 
signed the Sino-Japanese Joint Statement 
and officially established diplomatic 
relations. Three places in the joint statement 
are related to the Taiwan question. First, in 
the opening paragraphs, it is written that 

the Japanese side “reaffirms its position 
that it intends to realize the normalization 
of relations between the two countries 
from the stand of fully understanding ‘the 
three principles for resuming diplomatic 
relations’ put forward by the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China.” Then 
Article 2 says that “the Government of 
Japan recognizes that Government of the 
People’s Republic of China as the sole 
legal Government of China.” And Article 3 
says that “the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China reiterates that Taiwan 
is an inalienable part of the territory of 
the People’s Republic of China. The 
Government of Japan fully understands and 
respects this stand of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China, and it firmly 
maintains its stand under Article 8 of the 
Potsdam Proclamation.”

In 1978, the two countries signed the 
Treaty of Peace and Friendship Between 
China and Japan, which explicitly stated 
that the Sino-Japanese Joint Statement 
“constitutes the basis for relations of peace 
and friendship between the two countries 
and that the principles set out in that 
statement should be strictly observed,” 
Mao said, adding that the treaty affirmed 
the principles and contents of the joint 
statement in legal terms and set out the legal 
parameters for China-Japan relations.

Mao said that in 1998, the two sides 
released the China-Japan Joint Declaration 
on Building a Partnership of Friendship and 
Cooperation for Peace and Development, 

in which Japan undertook to “continue to 
maintain its stand on the Taiwan question 
which was set forth in the Sino-Japanese Joint 
Statement” and “reiterated its understanding 
that there is one China.” It is stated in 
the document that Japan will continue to 
only maintain its exchanges of private and 
regional nature with Taiwan, which ruled 
out the legal possibility of Japan developing 
official relations with Taiwan.

In 2008, the China-Japan Joint Statement 
on All-round Promotion of Strategic 
Relationship of Mutual Benefit stipulated 
clearly in Article 5 that “The Japanese side 
reiterated that it will continue to abide by 
its position on the Taiwan question stated 
in the Sino-Japanese Joint Statement,” 
according to Mao.

“The above is what is laid out in the 
four political documents between China 
and Japan regarding the Taiwan question. 
It constitutes the solemn commitment 
made by the Japanese government and 
has a legal effect under international law. 
There is no room whatsoever for ambiguity 
or misinterpretation,” Mao said, adding 
that “whichever political party or person 
is in power in Japan, they must always 
abide by the commitment of the Japanese 
government on the Taiwan question.”

“We urge Japan to approach history and 
relations with China in a responsible way, 
stop crossing the line and playing with fire, 
retract the wrongful remarks and seriously 
act to honor Japan’s commitment to China,” 
Mao said.              – Xinhua

BEIJING – The Ministry of National 
Defense yesterday slammed the recently 
announced US$330 million US arms sales to 
Taiwan, vowing to take all necessary measures 
to safeguard national sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

In response to a media query, ministry 
spokesperson Zhang Xiaogang said the arms 
sales seriously violate the one-China principle 
and the three China-US joint communiqués, 
grossly interfere in China’s internal affairs, 
undermine China’s sovereignty and security 
interests, and send a gravely wrong signal to 
“Taiwan independence” separatist forces.

“We are strongly dissatisfied with and 
firmly opposed to this, and have lodged solemn 
representations with the US side,” Zhang said.

Zhang said that any attempt to aid “Taiwan 
independence” with military means will only 
invite trouble upon oneself, and the scheme to 
“use Taiwan to contain China” is doomed to fail.

“We urge the US side to immediately stop 
its wrongful actions of arming Taiwan so 
as to avoid harming the development of the 
relations between the two countries and the two 
militaries,” he said.

“We also warn the Democratic Progressive 
Party authorities that squandering the hard-
earned money of people in Taiwan to purchase 
weapons is nothing but a dead end, and that 
any attempt to seek independence by relying on 
external forces or resist reunification with arms 
is destined to fail,” he added.        – Xinhua

China urges Japan to retract its wrongful words, 
deeds: FM spokesperson

Premier Li pledges closer cooperation with Russia 
in investment, energy, agriculture

Defense ministry 
slams US arms 
sales to Taiwan
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MANILA – Philippine Finance 
Secretary Ralph Recto yesterday 
asserted that the Philippine 
economy remains “fundamentally 
strong,” with solid foundations and 
sustained investment opportunities, 
even as the Marcos administration 
undertakes internal reforms to 
address governance issues.

“We are not blind to the challenges, 
nor are we shaken by them,” Recto 
said in a statement, addressing 
concerns over the allegations buffeting 
the Marcos administration.

“Trust is the lifeblood of any 
economy,” he said. “It keeps 
investments coming in, businesses 
expanding, and jobs growing. 
And this trust is being protected, 
strengthened, and rebuilt every single 
day by the Marcos administration.”

He added that the government 
is implementing a comprehensive 
catch-up plan to align disbursements 
with national priorities and support 
faster economic growth.

As Congress continues budget 
deliberations, Recto urged lawmakers 
to pass a 2026 national budget that 
reflects the administration’s priorities 
and reform agenda.

“We must prioritize spending with 
the highest multiplier effects, enforce 
fiscal discipline, and impose targeted 
austerity on travel, MOOE [School 
Maintenance and Other Operating 
Expenses], and non-essential 
expenses,” he said, adding that the 
national budget remains the “most 
powerful lever of our growth story.”

Recto assured the public that 
essential services will continue 
uninterrupted, high-impact 
infrastructure projects, including 
school buildings, will proceed, and 
official development assistance-
funded programs will accelerate.

Reconstruction of infrastructure 
damaged by recent calamities will 
also be carried out without delay and 
with clear, publicly available plans.

The finance chief also high-
lighted the administration’s push for 
governance reforms, including an 
anti-political dynasty law, strength-
ening of the party-list system, cam-
paign finance transparency, institu-
tionalizing freedom of information, 
and removing all unprogrammed 
appropriations except those neces-
sary for emergencies.

Recto said the government 

is intensifying efforts to curb tax 
evasion and smuggling, with the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue and 
Bureau of Customs pursuing “major 
cases with time-bound investigations 
and swift prosecution – no delays, no 
exemptions, no sacred cows.”

He maintained that the country’s 
fiscal consolidation path remains 
firmly on track.

Inflation in October stood at 1.7 
percent, giving the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas more room to cut interest 
rates and stimulate domestic activity.

Employment data also point to 
resilience, with wage and salary 
workers accounting for 64.1 percent, 
or 31.8 million, of the 49.6 million 
employed Filipinos, Recto said.

He noted that the economy is 
expanding faster than the real cost 
of borrowing.

By the end of 2025, real interest 
payments are projected at 3.3 
percent, compared with expected 
GDP growth of 4.7 to 4.8 percent.

“That means we have more than 
enough capacity to pay what we owe, 
and our debt remains manageable, 
stable, and sustainable,” he said.

– Xinhua

JAKARTA – The death toll from 
three landslides that hit Indonesia’s 
Java island since last week has risen to 
18, with more than 30 people missing, 
a disaster official said yesterday.

Heavy rainfall triggered a 
landslide that hit several locations 
in the Cilacap district of Central 
Java province on Thursday.

Two other landslides struck a 
village in the Banjarnegara district of 
Central Java on Saturday and Sunday, 
national disaster mitigation agency 
spokesman Abdul Muhari said.

The death toll had been put at 11 
on Saturday but Abdul said rescuers 
in Cilacap found three more bodies 
by yesterday.

“With the findings, the total 

number of victims who died due to 
the landslide was 16 people,” Abdul 
said in a statement about the Cilacap 
landslide yesterday.

Another seven people were 
missing there, he said, and at least 
16 houses were damaged.

Searching for the missing 
victims remained among the top 
priorities, agency chief Suharyanto 
said in remarks broadcast by 
Kompas TV, and would continue in 
consultation with victims’ families.

Local authorities have designated an 
area for the construction of temporary 
housing for affected residents, 
Suharyanto said, adding that almost 300 
families could be relocated there.

In Banjarnegara, Abdul said in a 

separate statement that two people had 
been killed and at least 27 were missing.

The national weather service has 
also warned that more heavy rain 
was expected across several regions 
in coming weeks.

The annual monsoon season, 
typically between November and 
April, often brings landslides, flash 
floods and water-borne diseases.

Climate change has affected 
storm patterns, including the 
duration and intensity of the season, 
resulting in heavier rainfall, flash 
flooding and stronger wind gusts.

Flash floods and landslides in a 
remote area of Papua in Indonesia’s 
east killed at least 15 people this 
month.       – AFP Isabelle Leong

KUALA LUMPUR – Malaysia 
ended its search yesterday for 
migrants who went missing after 
their boat capsized 11 days ago, 
with searchers recovering 36 
bodies after the sinking off the 
Thai-Malaysian coast.

Fourteen survivors were also 
rescued since the shipwreck on 
November 6, near Thailand’s 
Tarutao island while trying to 
reach Malaysia.

Officials said the vessel was 
carrying some 70 undocumented 
migrants, mostly from Myanmar’s 
persecuted Rohingya community.

“The search-and-rescue operation 
will be called off at 6:30 p.m. 
[local time] today (yesterday),” 
said Zainudin Mohd Zuki, deputy 
operations director of the Malaysian 
Maritime Enforcement Agency 
(MMEA) in the northern states of 
Kedah and Perlis.

“We have examined all factors, 
including the size of the area, 
assets deployment, duration of the 
operation and information about 
the incident.

“However, if there are any new 
leads or indications, we will reassess 
and reactivate the operation to search 
for the remaining missing victims,” 
Zainudin said at a news conference.

Malaysian rescuers have 
recovered 29 bodies, while their 
Thai counterparts have found 
seven in recent days.

“As of Monday, (yesterday) 
the Malaysian and Thai authorities 
found 36 bodies, cumulatively,” 
Romli Mustafa, MMEA’s director 

in Kedah and Perlis, told AFP.
The 14 survivors – mainly 

Rohingya and Bangladeshi citizens 
– were all found in Malaysian 
waters since operations began 
on November 8, with yesterday 
marking the 10th day of the search.

At least 19 vessels and more 
than 300 personnel searched 
an area of around 1,750 square 
nautical miles, roughly eight times 
the size of Singapore.

The passengers on the capsized 
boat were likely part of a larger 
group of some 300 people who 
had left Myanmar two weeks ago, 
and were split between at least two 
vessels, officials say.

Malaysian police reported the 
second vessel as missing.

Relatively affluent Malaysia 
is home to millions of migrants 
from poorer parts of Asia, many of 
them undocumented, working in 
industries including construction 
and agriculture.

But sea crossings, facilitated 
by human trafficking syndicates, 
are hazardous and often lead to 
overloaded boats capsizing.

The Rohingya have been 
persecuted in Myanmar for decades, 
and thousands risk their lives every 
year to flee repression and civil 
war, often aboard makeshift boats.

More than 5,300 Rohingya 
fled Bangladesh and Myanmar 
by sea between January and early 
November, with more than 600 
reported dead or missing, the 
United Nations Refugee Agency 
and International Organisation for 
Migration said last week.     – AFP

BANGKOK – Thailand’s 
Supreme Court ordered jailed former 
prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
yesterday to pay back taxes over the 
sale of his telecoms firm, the judiciary 
said, with reports putting the sum due 
at around half a billion dollars.

In 2006, Thaksin was dogged by 
corruption allegations and mired in 
controversy over the tax-free sale of 
shares in his company, Shin Corp.

Later that year he was ousted as 
prime minister in a coup and then went 
into exile for more than a decade.

The 76-year-old politician, one 
of Thailand’s richest people, is 
currently serving a prison sentence 
in Bangkok for corruption during 
his time in office.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court 
overruled an appeals court decision in 

the tax case, “forcing Thaksin to follow 
the order by the Revenue Department 
to pay tax”, court spokesman Suriyan 
Hongvilai told AFP.

Suriyan did not provide the 
specific sum to be paid nor the 
court’s reasoning for its ruling.

Several Thai media outlets reported 
that the court ordered Thaksin to pay 
17.6 billion baht (US$540 million) in 
tax liabilities and fines.

Tax officials had slapped 
the former prime minister with 
a US$500-million bill in 2017, 
resurrecting a dispute at the centre 
of the country’s political rift 
between the populist politician and 
the military establishment.

The controversy centred around 
whether Thaksin should have paid taxes 
on the sale of Shin Corp to Singapore’s 

Temasek Holdings in 2006.
The furore over the deal, which 

netted the Shinawatra family a US$1.9-
billion windfall, was a lightning rod for 
opposition to his government.

Protests culminated in the 
coup that booted him from office 
and sparked years of debilitating 
political infighting between his 
supporters and opponents.

The Shinawatra clan has for two 
decades been the key foe of Thailand’s 
pro-military, pro-royalty elite, who 
view their populist brand of politics as 
a threat to the traditional social order.

But the Shinawatra dynasty has 
faced a series of legal and political 
setbacks, including the court-ordered 
removal of Thaksin’s daughter, 
Paetongtarn, as prime minister in 
August over an ethics breach.  – AFP

Members of the religious sect Iglesia ni Cristo raise clinched fists as they shout 
slogans during an anti-corruption protest at a park in Manila yesterday.        – AFP

A four and a half-year-old Bengal tiger named Jelita looks after her cub in an 
enclosure at Bandung Zoo, which has been ordered to close by the city for three 
months due to internal management problems, putting its 710 animals at risk, in 
Bandung, West Java, Indonesia, yesterday.           – AFP

Death toll from Indonesia landslides 
rises to 18

Philippine economy fundamentally strong as govt 
pushes accountability, reforms: !nance chief

Thai court orders ex-PM Thaksin to pay 
US$500 million tax bill: reports

Migrant shipwreck leaves 
36 dead as Malaysia ends search
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COLOMBO – Sri Lanka is 
investigating allegations that two 
elephants gifted by Thailand have 
been subjected to cruel treatment 
at their homes in Buddhist temples, 
the environment minister said 
yesterday.

Dammika Patabendi said 
Bangkok had raised concerns about 
the welfare of the two animals 
it presented to Sri Lanka in 1980 
and 2001 as symbols of close ties 
between the two Buddhist nations.

“We have appointed a panel of 
vets to examine the two elephants 
and provide a comprehensive 
report on the health and well-being 
of the animals,” Patabendi told 
reporters.

“There is a discussion at 
diplomatic level between the two 

countries about the welfare of 
these animals.”

Animal-rights activists in Sri 
Lanka said authorities in Thailand 
had contacted them to ask about the 
living conditions of the elephants 
the Sri Lankan government had 
handed over to the temples.

“Thailand wants to take back 
both elephants,” the Colombo-
based Rally for Animal Rights and 
Environment told AFP.

Elephants are considered a 
national treasure in Sri Lanka 
and are venerated as a Buddhist 
symbol, but there have been reports 
of cruelty by private owners and 
monks.

Authorities repatriated a 
29-year-old Thai elephant, known 
locally as Muthu Raja, in 2023 after 

reports it had been neglected and 
mistreated at a Buddhist temple.

Muthu Raja, known in Thailand 
as Sak Surin, was gifted to Sri 
Lanka in 2001.

A Sri Lankan court sentenced a 
private elephant keeper to 15 years 
in jail in September for trafficking 
protected animals.

The illegal trade in calves 
has been blamed for a decline in 
Sri Lanka’s elephant population, 
with conservationists noting that 
mothers were often killed so their 
young can be captured.

Escalating human-elephant 
conflict has also claimed around 
400 elephants and 200 human lives 
annually over the past five years. 
Sri Lanka has an estimated 7,000 
wild elephants.     – AFP

VIENTIANE – Japan’s Princess 
Aiko arrived in Laos yesterday for 
her first official overseas trip, state 
media said, a largely symbolic visit 
to Tokyo’s small beneficiary in 
Southeast Asia.

The 23-year-old princess – 
Emperor Naruhito’s only child who 
is however not in line to the throne 
due to the Japanese royal family’s 
male-only succession rules – will 
spend the week in the communist 
country on the occasion of the 70th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations.

One of Asia’s largest economies, 
Japan has provided more than US$370 
million in grants to Laos between 
2019 and 2024, making it one of the 
poor nation’s largest bilateral donors.

Much of the over 150 
development projects in that time 
have been funded through Japan’s 
overseas development agency, JICA.

Laos, a former French colony 
and a nation of around eight million 
people, has limited exports and its 
government is heavily indebted to 
foreign lenders.

During her trip until Saturday, 
Aiko is scheduled to meet President 
Thongloun Sisoulith and visit a 
museum to raise awareness about 

unexploded ordnance left over from 
the Vietnam War, which continues 
to kill and injure people in Laos.

Japan has long supported 
ordnance clearing and rehabilitation 
programmes in the country.

Aiko will also attend a martial 
arts competition at the Japan-
supported Budo Centre and visit a 
Japanese-language school, according 
to Japanese media reports.

Japan often sends younger 
members of the royal family on 
goodwill missions across Southeast 
Asia, quiet gestures of soft power 
meant to build personal, long-term 
connections beyond politics.

Even though Japanese tradition 
dictates only a man can carry on the 
centuries-old imperial line, opinion 
polls have shown high public support 
for a woman taking the throne.

Laos has in recent years hosted a 
handful of international royals.

Neighbouring Thailand’s 
Princess Sirindhorn visited this year 
and last year, the Sultan of Brunei 
in 2023, and Luxembourg’s Grand 
Duke Henri in 2022.

Japan’s Emperor Naruhito, then-
crown prince, last visited Laos in 
2012.       – AFP

Kang Jin-kyu
SEOUL - South Korea proposed 

yesterday talks with Pyongyang to 
avoid border clashes, the first such 
offer in seven years as Seoul seeks 
to ease military tensions with the 
nuclear-armed North.

Citing recent incursions by 
North Korean troops, Kim Hong-
cheol, deputy minister for national 
defence policy, told a news briefing 
that military-to-military channels 
can help avert an escalation.

“To prevent accidental clashes 
and ease military tensions, our 
military officially proposes that 
the two sides hold inter-Korean 
military talks to discuss the 
establishment of a clear reference 
line for the MDL,” he said, referring 
to the military demarcation line on 
the border.

Seoul and Pyongyang technically 
remain at war as the 1953 Armistice 
Agreement that halted the conflict 
between them was never followed 
by a peace treaty.

The MDL lies inside the 
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ), a four-
kilometre-wide buffer zone that 
runs for 250 kilometres across the 
Korean peninsula.

Kim said there had been 
repeated crossings of the 
demarcation line by North Korean 
soldiers “while installing tactical 
roads, fences, and laying mines”.

South Korean troops fired 
warning shots and issued 
broadcasts to encourage the North 
Koreans to retreat, he said.

The proposed military talks 
follow South Korean President 
Lee Jae Myung’s offer of broader 
discussions with the North without 
preconditions, a sharp reversal 
from the hawkish stance taken by 
his conservative predecessor.

Lee has taken several steps to 
ease tensions since taking office 
in June, including removing 
propaganda loudspeakers along the 
border and banning the dropping of 
anti-Pyongyang leaflets.

North Korea has yet to respond 
to Lee’s overtures.

If it accepts the latest proposal, 
it will mark the first military talks 
between the two sides since 2018.

Border markers
Kim said the recent incursions 

by North Korean troops came 
about because of “the loss of many 
MDL markers” that were installed 
under the 1953 agreement at the 
end of the Korean War.

That had led to “differing 
perceptions of the boundary in 
certain areas by both sides”, raising 
the risk of clashes, he said.

The North has violated the 
border line about 10 times this year, 
according to Seoul’s defence ministry.

A ministry official, briefing 
journalists on condition of 
anonymity, said that there had 
been attempts to fix demarcation 
line markers, but such efforts have 
stalled for more than 50 years.

“In 1973, during maintenance 

work on the MDL markers by the 
United Nations Command, North 
Korean forces opened fire, and 
maintenance has been suspended 
since then,” he said.

Lee’s attempts to advance dialogue 
with Pyongyang have replaced former 
South Korean president Yoon Suk 
Yeol’s hardline approach to the North, 
which has drawn increasingly close to 
Moscow following Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

With inter-Korean relations at 
one of their lowest points in years, 
the two countries engaged in a tit-
for-tat propaganda war in 2024.

The North sent thousands of 
trash-filled balloons southwards in 
retaliation for propaganda balloons 
launched by South Korean activists.

Yoon’s hawkish policies were 
halted when he was impeached 
and removed from office over his 
declaration of martial law in December.

His ouster led to a snap 
presidential election in June, which 
brought Lee to power.    – AFP

GENEVA – The UN said 
yesterday that former Bangladesh 
prime minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
sentencing for crimes against 
humanity marked “an important 
moment for victims”, but she should 
not have been sentenced to death.

Hasina, 78, remained in 
hiding in India during the trial on 
charges that she ordered a bloody 
crackdown against a student-led 
uprising last year that eventually 
ousted her.

She was sentenced in absentia 
to be hanged for crimes against 
humanity over the crackdown, in 
which up to 1,400 people were killed 
between July and August 2024, 
according to the United Nations.

The UN rights office, which 
determined in a report in February 
that Bangladesh’s former 
government was behind systematic 
attacks and killings of protesters 

that possibly amounted to crimes 
against humanity, welcomed that 
verdicts had been reached.

Since publishing the report, “we 
have been calling for perpetrators - 
including individuals in positions 
of command and leadership - to 
be held accountable in accordance 
with international standards”, 
rights office spokeswoman Ravina 
Shamdasani said in a statement.

“We have also called for victims 
to have access to effective remedies 
and reparation,” she added.

However, she stressed that the 
office had also “consistently advocated 
for all accountability proceedings – 
especially on charges of international 
crimes – to unquestionably meet 
international standards of due process 
and fair trial”.

“This is particularly vital when, 
as was the case here, the trials have 
been conducted in absentia and led 

to a capital punishment sentence.”
“We ... regret the imposition 

of the death penalty, which we 
oppose in all circumstances.” the 
spokeswoman added.

Shamdasani highlighted that 
UN rights chief Volker Turk was 
hoping that “Bangladesh will move 
forward with a comprehensive 
process of truth-telling, reparation 
and justice as the pathway to 
national reconciliation and healing.”

“This should include 
meaningful and transformative 
security sector reform, which 
respects international standards, 
to ensure that these violations and 
abuses are never repeated.”

The rights office, she said, 
was ready to help Bangladesh. In 
the meantime, Turk was calling 
for “calm and for all to exercise 
restraint” in response to the 
verdicts, she added.    – AFP

Family members and relatives of victims, who were killed in a bus accident near the 
holy city of Medina, Saudi Arabia, mourn in Hyderabad, India, yesterday. The Indian 
embassy in Saudi Arabia yesterday said a “tragic” bus crash involving Muslim 
pilgrims occurred near the holy city of Medina overnight, with India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi offering his condolences.                 – AFP

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina (centre) arrives at the airport 
in New Delhi, India on April 7, 2017. A 
Bangladesh court yesterday sentenced 
ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
to death for crimes against humanity, 
with cheers breaking out in the packed 
court as the judge read out the verdict. 
Hasina, 78, defied court orders that 
she return from India to attend her trial 
about whether she ordered a deadly 
crackdown against a student-led 
uprising that ousted her.         – AFP
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JERUSALEM – Israeli security 
forces evacuated and demolished 
an illegal settler outpost in the 
occupied West Bank yesterday, 
with the authorities citing “severe 
incidents of violence”.

A large force was deployed 
to the Tzour Misgavi outpost in 
the Gush Etzion area, south of 
Jerusalem, video footage broadcast 
by Israeli media showed.

Heavy machinery could be 
seen preparing to demolish the 
structures, with one clip showing 
a bulldozer knocking into the side 
of a building while people stood on 
top.

Israeli media said 25 families 
were evacuated from the site.

In recent weeks, attacks 
attributed to Israeli settlers, 
notably those living in outposts, 
have multiplied in the West Bank, 
targeting Palestinians, Israeli and 
foreign anti-settlement activists 
and sometimes Israeli soldiers.

“The evacuation is being 
carried out in accordance with the 
law and the applicable regulations,” 
said COGAT, the Israeli body that 

runs civil affairs in the Palestinian 
territories.

“Criminal activity and severe 
incidents of violence at the site 
affected the security of the area,” it 
said in a statement.

The Israeli military, COGAT’s 
civil administration department 
responsible for demolishing 
outposts, and the security 
authorities will continue to 
“uphold law and order” in the West 
Bank, “with a particular focus on 
enforcing action against structures 
built illegally, which undermine 
the security and public order of all 
residents in the area”.

While all Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank are illegal under 
international law, outposts are also 
prohibited under Israeli law.

In a video message to residents, 
Yaron Rosenthal, the head of the 
Gush Etzion regional council, said 
there was “no other choice” but to 
dismantle the structures.

“Historically, settlements in 
Gush Etzion have always been built 
with the agreement of neighbouring 
settlements, the regional council, 

and the settlement authorities,” he 
said.

“In this case, no one coordinated 
the construction,” he said, adding 
that he had “asked them to stop” 
since January.

Israel has occupied the West 
Bank since 1967, and more than 
500,000 Israelis now live there in 
settlements.

A minority engage in violence 
against Palestinians, who complain 
that Israeli forces usually do not 
arrest settlers.

Violence in the West Bank has 
soared since the Hamas attack on 
Israel triggered the Gaza war in 
October 2023.

At least 1,006 Palestinians, 
including militants, have been 
killed in the West Bank by Israeli 
forces or settlers since the war 
started, according to the Palestinian 
health ministry.

During the same period, 43 
Israelis, including soldiers, have 
been killed in Palestinian attacks 
in the West Bank, according to 
official Israeli figures.

– AFP

BERLIN – Germany is to remove 
restrictions it placed in August 
on arms exports to Israel which 
could be used in the Gaza Strip, the 
government announced yesterday.

“The restrictions on arms 
exports to Israel... will be lifted,” 
government spokesman Sebastian 
Hille told reporters, adding that 
the decision “will take effect on 
November 24”.

He said that arms exports to Israel 
would now be treated as “individual 
decisions based on individual case 
evaluations”, as is the case with 
exports to other countries.

Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
justified the original decision to 
restrict exports in August as a 
reaction to plans announced by the 
Israeli government at the time for an 
escalation in its Gaza City offensive.

“We have always stated that we 
would review this practice in light 
of developments on the ground,” 
Hille said yesterday.

“Since October 10, there has 
been a ceasefire in Gaza, which has 

also fundamentally stabilised,” he 
added, saying that “this forms the 
basis for this decision” to lift the 
restrictions.

“We expect everyone to adhere 
to the agreements that have been 
made,” Hille said, including 
“maintaining the ceasefire, providing 
large-scale humanitarian aid”.

In a statement posted on X, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon 
Saar said: “I welcome Chancellor 
Merz’s move to revoke the decision 
regarding the partial “embargo”.”

He called on “other governments 
to adopt similar decisions”.

Germany has been one of Israel’s 
staunchest supporters as it seeks to 
atone for the legacy of the Holocaust.

But in recent months, Merz 
has occasionally delivered sharp 
critiques of Israeli policy as German 
public opinion turns against Israel’s 
actions.

In one poll from September, 
62 percent of Germans said they 
believed Israel’s actions in Gaza 
constituted a genocide.      – AFP

JOHANNESBURG – The 
arrival in South Africa of 153 
Palestinians on a plane last week 
was “suspicious” and indicated “a 
clear agenda to cleanse Palestinians 
out of Gaza and the West Bank,” the 
foreign minister said yesterday.

The group landed in Johannesburg 
on a chartered flight on Thursday 
without departure stamps from Israel 
on their passports.

“We are suspicious as the 
South African government about 
the circumstances surrounding 
the arrival of the plane,” Foreign 
Minister Ronald Lamola told 
reporters.

South Africa border police kept 
the group on the plane for 12 hours 
before President Cyril Ramaphosa 
allowed them entry on a standard 
90-day visa exemption.

It emerged later that a first 
plane carrying 176 Palestinians had 
arrived on October 28, according to 
the Gift of the Givers charity which 
is assisting the Palestinians.

Reports said a shadowy 
organisation named Al-Majd was 
involved in the departure from Gaza 
of both groups.

“We do not want any further 
flights to come our way because 
this is a clear agenda to cleanse out 
Palestinians out of Gaza and the 
West Bank and those areas, which 
South Africa is against,” Lamola 
said.

“It does look like it represents 
a broader agenda to remove 
Palestinians from Palestine into 
many different parts of the world, 
and is a clearly orchestrated 
operation,” Lamola said.       – AFP

ATHENS – Thousands of 
demonstrators marched in Greece 
yesterday to commemorate a 
student uprising against a US-
backed dictatorship that was 
brutally crushed in 1973.

More than 15,000 people 
marched in Athens, police said, in 
a protest monitored by thousands 
of police officers as well as 
helicopters and drones.

The annual demonstration 
traditionally passes in front 
of the US embassy to protest 
Washington’s support for the 
dictatorship, and is frequently 
marred by clashes between youths 
and riot police.

Police yesterday made 11 
arrests before the protest, a police 
spokesperson told AFP.

Anger against the conservative 
government of Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
has been growing for months, after 
the country’s worst train tragedy in 
2023 that claimed 57 lives, most of 
them young students.

Opinion polls have shown a 
large majority of Greeks believe 
the government tried to cover 
up evidence into the cause of the 
crash.

There was further criticism in 
October after a law was enacted 
to ban demonstrations in front 
of Greece’s foremost military 

monument, the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, near parliament.

Greek university students in 
1973 staged an uprising at the 
Athens Polytechnic against a US-
backed military junta that had 
ruled the country since 1967.

It was crushed by the army and 
police, killing at least 24 people.

The crackdown shocked Europe 
and is widely considered to have 
helped break the dictatorship’s grip 
on power.

Democracy was restored 
months later, after the Greek junta 
engineered a botched coup d’état 
in Cyprus that prompted a Turkish 
invasion.     – AFP

A Palestinian flag is displayed on a building opposite an Israeli flag placed at the 
entrance to As-Sawiyah village, south of Nablus in the occupied West Bank, on 
Sunday, after Israeli settlers placed hundreds of Israeli flags on public roads and the 
entrance to Palestinians villages.                  – AFP

Gazans plant a tree as part of the “We Will Rebuild It Again” campaign, organised by Gaza Municipality in partnership with 
the Palestinian NGO Network and the Gaza Chamber of Commerce in Gaza City on Saturday.           – AFP
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Thousands march through Athens 
to mark anti-junta uprising

Germany to lift curbs on 
arms exports to Israel

S Africa ‘suspicious’ 
over ‘agenda to cleanse 

Palestinians out of Gaza’: FM



WORLD
TUESDAY November 18, 2025 The Macau Post Daily 11Your trusted source for real news 

PARIS – French President Emmanuel 
Macron and his Ukrainian counterpart 
Volodymyr Zelensky yesterday signed an 
accord for Kyiv to acquire up to 100 fighter 
jets and other hardware, including drones.

Delivery of the Rafale fighter jets – the 
crown jewel of French combat aviation – is 
only foreseen under the letter of intent over 
a 10-year horizon, although the production 
of drones and interceptors would start by the 
end of this year, Macron said.

The announcement, made as Zelensky 
visited Paris, came with the Ukrainian 
leader in need of support after setbacks 
over the last week due to a corruption 
scandal at home, Russian forces closing in 
on the Ukrainian-held city of Pokrovsk and 
continued aerial attacks by Moscow.

Macron acknowledged that this was 
currently a “difficult moment” in the military 
conflict which began with Russia’s “special 
military operation” in February 2022.

Macron said he hoped “peace will 
be obtained before 2027” when his own 
mandate expires, adding that there needed 
to be then a “regeneration” of the Ukrainian 
army so that it is “capable of dissuading any 
new incursion” by Russia.

The letter of intent inked by the two leaders 
at France’s Villacoublay air base sets out 
possible future contracts for Ukraine to acquire 
100 Rafale fighter jets “with their associated 
weapons”, the French presidency said.

It also lays out deals for the new 
generation SAMP-T air defence systems 
which are under development, radar systems 
and the drones.

“It is a historic agreement,” Zelensky 
said.

The Ukrainian president has already 
signed a letter of intent to acquire 100 to 150 
Swedish Gripen fighter jets.

France has delivered Mirage fighter 
jets to Kyiv but this is the first time Rafale 
planes have been promised.

Financial details were not disclosed 
but France intends dip into its own budget 
contribution and use joint EU borrowing 
mechanisms, despite the risk of potential 
German resistance, to help Kyiv finance 
the deal.

Ukraine on backfoot
The visit by Zelensky to France was his 

ninth since Russia launched its offensive in 
Ukraine.

It comes ahead of what analysts predict 
will be a tough winter for Kyiv as Moscow 
presses on the battlefield.

The Russian army seized three more 
villages across eastern Ukraine, the defence 
ministry in Moscow said yesterday, the 
latest in its grinding advance.

Efforts by US President Donald Trump 
to force a peace deal have stalled as Moscow 
has rejected calls for a ceasefire and refused 
to drop territorial demands.

With the delivery of the Rafale jets only 
expected after the war, Macron said: “There 
will be no robust, lasting peace if there is 
not a strong Ukrainian army.”

‘Efforts’ against corruption
Zelensky at the weekend announced an 

overhaul of state-owned energy companies 
after a corruption scandal, ordering two 
ministers to resign and sanctioning a former 
business partner who was named as its 
mastermind.

Macron said Ukraine’s path to join the 
European Union required “demanding 
and deep efforts and reforms notably on 
governance and fight against corruption”, 
adding he had “confidence” in Ukrainians 
and Zelensky to do this.

Pressed during the news conference 
over whether enough had been done to fight 
against corruption, Zelensky said: “It is not 
enough. We will continue the appropriate 
actions.”

Macron and Zelensky also visited the 
headquarters of a Ukraine multinational 
force that France and Britain are preparing in 
the event an international force is deployed 
in Ukraine after any ceasefire.

The headquarters, at Mont Valerien, 
west of Paris, is where countries from the 
“coalition of the willing” organised by 
France and Britain have sent officers to 
prepare the force.

France says that 34 countries and 
Ukraine have already offered to take part.

– AFP, MPD

French President Emmanuel Macron (left) poses with his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky 

before their meeting at the Élysée Palace in Paris yesterday.             – AFP

AMMAN – Jordan’s parliament 
yesterday voted in favour of a law reinstating 
conscription for men from early next year, 
decades after compulsory military service 
ended, state media reported.

Crown Prince Hussein bin Abdullah II 
in August announced the reinstatement of 
conscription – repealed in 1991 – to “prepare 
young men to be ready to serve the country 
and defend it”.

The government then referred the bill to 
parliament for a vote.

Following approval, it is now set to be 
ratified by the Senate and then sent to the king 
for approval.

The official Petra news agency 
reported that the House of Representatives 
overwhelmingly “approved an amendment 
bill for national and reserve service” during 
its session on Monday.

The session was attended by Prime 
Minister Jafar Hassan, who was quoted 
as saying that the law “will be among the 
government’s priorities in the upcoming 
period, in preparation for its implementation 
at the beginning of February next year”.

Government spokesman Mohammed al-
Momani had previously said the conscription 
programme targeted the recruitment of 6,000 
men who would have completed 18 years of 
age by next February.

He added that the penalty for failing to 
report for military service would be between 
three months and one year in prison.

The government ultimately aims to 
conscript 10,000 men annually.

Jordan ended conscription in 1991, just 
three years before it signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994.

Momani denied that the conscription 
law was related to remarks by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in August in 
which he appeared to voice support for the 
idea of a “Greater Israel”.

The term Greater Israel refers to a biblical 
interpretation of the nation’s territory during 
the time of King Solomon, encompassing not 
only the present-day Palestinian territories of 
Gaza and the occupied West Bank, but also 
parts of other countries including Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria.

– AFP

BERLIN – German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz yesterday called for a more 
“independent” Europe and for deep reforms 
to the European Union’s single market, which 
he said had become a “bureaucratic monster”.

“We have to become more sovereign, 
more independent in various political and 
economic fields,” he said at a forum organised 
by the Süddeutsche Zeitung daily.

“We can’t rely any more on America 
defending us, on China supplying our raw 
materials and on Russia being ready for peace 
again at some point,” Merz said.

Merz spoke on the eve of a summit 
in Berlin where he and French President 
Emmanuel Macron will push for greater 
European digital sovereignty and to reduce 
dependence on US tech giants.

While recalling that he had “participated 
in the creation of the single market” in the 
1980s, he lamented the fact that it has become 

“in many respects a bureaucratic monster,” 
contrary to its founders’ intentions.

Many businesses across Europe have the 
impression that the single market “doesn’t 
enable freedom so much as repeatedly 
restricts it “, Merz said.

“We must change this together.”
In February a special meeting of EU 

leaders will discuss ways of reducing 
bureaucracy and increasing the continent’s 
industrial competitiveness.

Earlier this year Merz and Macron called 
for the scrapping of a European law requiring 
large companies to fix the “adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts” of their 
supply chains worldwide.

Last week centre-right and far-right blocs 
in the European Parliament joined forces to 
back weakening the legislation, provoking an 
outcry from centrist and left-wing lawmakers.

– AFP

OSLO – A record number of Norwegians 
support their country continuing to explore 
and drill for fossil fuels, a survey has found, as 
world leaders gather for UN talks on climate 
change.

Second only to Russia as Europe’s 
largest producer of oil and natural gas, 
Norway’s vast fossil fuel reserves have made 
the Scandinavian country wealthy while 
contributing to humanity’s warming of the 
planet.

According to an annual climate barometer 
conducted by the Kantar market research firm, 
31 percent of respondents were somewhat 
in favour of Norway continuing to drill for 
fossil fuels at the same rate, while another 31 
percent were completely in favour.

Seventeen percent disagreed somewhat, 
and 14 percent disagreed completely.

The results mark an upturn in public 
approval for Norwegian fossil fuel extraction 
– 54 percent voiced support when first asked 

in 2019, and that figure has risen every year 
since then bar 2021.

More than 2,000 people participated in the 
survey in June, with the full results set to be 
published today as the 30th United Nations 
Climate Change Conference (COP30) takes 
place in Brazil.

Men were more supportive of ongoing 
extraction, as were over-45s and those with 
lower education levels, although 57 percent 
of people with higher education levels also 
responded favourably.

Since 2021, the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) has called for an end to all new 
petroleum extraction projects so that global 
warming can be limited to 1.5C compared to 
pre-industrial levels.

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
ruled in July that climate change was an 
“urgent and existential threat” and that 
countries had a legal duty to prevent harm 
from their planet-warming pollution.    – AFP
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Record support in Norway for 
fossil fuel drilling: study
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Santiago Piedra Silva
QUITO – Ecuadoran voters 

roundly rejected the return of US 
military bases to the country in a 
referendum on Sunday, a major 
political blow to Trump-friendly 
President Daniel Noboa.

With three-quarters of the 
vote counted, about 60 percent 
of Ecuadorans had voted ‘no’ 
to lifting a longstanding ban on 
foreign bases.

The rejection effectively blocks 
the US military from returning to 
an airbase at Manta on the Pacific 
coast – once a hub for Washington’s 
anti-drug operations.

It is a serious defeat for Noboa, 
who has staked his political 
fortunes on tackling rampant cartel 
violence and forging an alliance 
with US President Donald Trump.

The vote came against the 
backdrop of US military airstrikes 
against alleged drug smuggling 
boats in the Caribbean and Pacific, 
a divisive policy which Noboa has 
backed.

“They wanted to scrap our 
rights, sell our sovereignty and 
hand it to Trump so he could 
install gringo military bases,” said 
Ricardo Moreno, aged 70.

Nearly 14 million Ecuadorans 
were eligible to cast ballots on 
whether to overturn a 2008 ban on 
foreign military bases.

Voters were also asked three 
other questions: whether they 
should end public funding for 
political parties, reduce the 
number of lawmakers, and create 
an elected body that would draft a 
new constitution.

The early count showed those 
proposals failing by a large margin, 
too.

“We respect the will of the 
Ecuadoran people,” Noboa said, 
accepting the result.

Noboa had hoped a new 
constitution would give him more 
powers to tackle crime, curb the 
power of the judiciary, and reform 
the economy.

Unprecedented violence
The result is a shock. Polls had 

predicted that Noboa would win on 

all four questions, and he remains 
popular, having recently won a 
second term in office.

But Sunday’s result carried 
signs that under pressure from still-
high crime rates Noboa’s lustre 
may be dimming.

“I had the wrong idea about 
him. I made a mistake, I voted 
for him,” said 23-year-old Andrés 
Delgado, a university student.

“I’m celebrating because the 
nation should not be treated this 
way by this inept president.”

Noboa won on a promise to 
tackle violence sparked by turf 
wars between drug trafficking 
gangs who transport cocaine from 
Latin America to North America, 
Europe, and Asia.

He has deployed soldiers on 
the streets and in prisons, launched 
dramatic raids on drug strongholds, 
and declared frequent states of 
emergency – criticised by human 
rights groups.

The 37-year-old Porsche-
driving millionaire has also posted 
images of hundreds of inmates, 
their heads shaved, in orange 
uniforms being moved to a new 
mega-prison, echoing moves by El 
Salvador’s Nayib Bukele.

Still, in the first half of this 
year, there were 4,619 murders 
– the “highest in recent history,” 
according to Ecuador’s Organised 
Crime Observatory.

Just as voting began, Noboa 
announced that the leader of the 
country’s most notorious gang, Los 
Lobos (“The Wolves”), had been 
captured.

The most-wanted drug kingpin 
known as “Pipo” had “faked his 
death, changed his identity, and hid 
in Europe,” Noboa said on X.

Controversial US strikes
Once much safer, Ecuador now 

has one of the highest homicide 
rates in Latin America, and some 
would like to give Noboa freer 
rein.

“It is the only way to toughen 
the laws a bit and put an end 
to the insecurity our country is 
experiencing,” Teresa Jacome, 
60, told AFP in the crime-ridden 
largest city of Guayaquil.

Regarding the other questions 
on the ballot, Noboa argued the 
current constitution, at 400-plus 
articles, was too long and has 
“many errors.”

But he had been coy about 
what parts of the constitution he 
would like to change, leading to 
allegations he wants to consolidate 
power and curb rights.

The body to draft a new 
constitution would likely be 
dominated by Noboa’s allies, given 
his approval rating of around 56 
percent.     

 – AFP

Ecuador’s President Daniel Noboa speaks after casting his vote in a national 

referendum, in Olón, Ecuador on Sunday.             – AFP 

PARIS – A French yoga 
teacher who had been detained 
in Venezuela since June returned 
to Paris on Sunday where the 
government insisted that no deal 
was made for the release of Camilo 
Castro.

“Long live liberty, long live 
equality, and long live fraternity,” 
the 41-year-old declared in tears 
on his arrival at Paris Orly airport 
where his family and Foreign 
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot were 
waiting.

“May all beings on this Earth 
live free from suffering,” he added.

Camilo disappeared on June 26 
on the border between Venezuela 
and Colombia, where he lives, 
as he was returning to renew his 
Colombian residency visa, said his 
family.

In September, Castro’s mother 
said she had not received any 
news from him other than a voice 
message at the end of July in which 
he “called for help”.

Research conducted by his 
family and Amnesty International 
found Camilo was being held by 
the Venezuelan authorities, who 
did not immediately acknowledge 

the detention. And when they 
did acknowledge it, they did not 
publicly explain why.

French authorities said he had 
been accused of entering Venezuela 
illegally.

Camilo’s release was 
announced on Sunday by France’s 
President Emmanuel Macron who 
said on X: “I share the relief of his 
family.”

Foreign Minister Barrot said 
no “quid pro quo” had been given 
for his release but thanked Brazil 
and Mexico for their assistance in 
negotiations.     – AFP

Ecuador voters reject return 
of US military bases

French joga teacher detained 
in Venezuela back home

Clare Byrne and Axl Hernández
SANTIAGO – Leftist candidate 

Jeannette Jara and far-right leader 
José Antonio Kast will go head-
to-head in Chile’s presidential run-
off after topping the first round of 
voting in an election dominated by 
fears of violent crime.

With 99 percent of the results 
from Sunday’s poll counted, Jara, a 
51-year-old communist running on 
behalf of an eight-party coalition, 
won 26.85 percent of votes against 
23.93 percent for Kast, the Servel 
electoral service said.

But her win – a far tighter margin 
than polls had predicted – was seen 
as an ominous sign for the second 
round and gave little cause for cheer 
at her election party.

Rodrigo Arellano, an analyst at 
Chile’s University for Development, 
said it seemed “unlikely” she could 
win the December 14 run-off.

“Not only is her vote count 
low, but the combined total of the 
opposition candidates is almost more 
than double hers,” he said, linking 
her score to strong anti-incumbent 
and anti-communist sentiment.

Ultra-right MP Johannes Kaiser, 
who came in fourth, said he would 
support any right-wing candidate in 
the run-off.

Jara, by contrast, can only expect 
to pick up a few points on the left.

“It’s worse than the worst-case 
scenario for the left,” Rodrigo 
Espinoza, a political analyst at 
Diego Portales University, told AFP.

Maverick economist Franco 
Parisi caused surprise by finishing 
third, while former conservative 
mayor Evelyn Matthei, the 
establishment choice, came in fifth.

Parisi refrained from backing 
either Jara or Kast in the run-off, 
saying they both needed to look for 
new voters “on the street.”

Violence and migration
The election was dominated by 

deep concern over a surge in murders, 
kidnappings and extortion widely 
blamed on foreign crime gangs.

Kast, 59, has vowed to build 
walls, fences and trenches along 
Chile’s border with Bolivia to keep 
out migrants from poorer countries 
to the north, such as Venezuela.

Following Sunday’s results, he 
vowed to “rebuild” Chile after four 
years of centre-left rule.

“Chile woke up tonight,” Kast said, 
adding that while he was perhaps “not the 
most likeable,” he felt he had a mandate 
from one million Chilean voters.

The right also secured a 
majority in simultaneous elections 
to the Chamber of Deputies and the 
Senate, according to partial results.

Jara, who served under outgoing 
left-wing President Gabriel Boric, 
struggled to overcome strong 
anticommunist sentiment in one of 
Latin America’s most open economies.

“Don’t let fear harden your 
hearts,” Jara appealed to voters, 
insisting that the answer to crime 
was not to “come up with ideas, 
each more radical than the next.”

The vote is seen as a bellwether 
of support for South America’s left, 
which has lost power in Argentina 
and Bolivia in the past two years, and 
faces a stiff challenge in Colombian 
and Brazilian elections next year.

Iron fist
Chile is one of Latin America’s 

safest countries, but the murder rate 
has doubled in a decade to exceed 
that of the United States.

The crime surge has happened 
in tandem with a doubling of the 
immigrant population since 2017, 
now comprising 8.8 percent of the 
population.

Wall-to-wall news coverage of 
crime has led to a clamour for a 
“mano dura” (“iron fist”).

“I hope that some day we’ll go 
back to the way we were before,” 
Mario Faundez, an 87-year-old 
retired salesman, who voted in 
the wealthy Santiago district of 
Providencia, told AFP.

“If we have to kill [criminals], 
so be it,” he added.

Kast told cheering supporters 
that while the opposition had won 
Sunday’s vote, “the only real victory 
will be when we defeat crime and drug 
trafficking, and close our borders.”

The ultraconservative father of 
nine would be the first far-right leader 
since the 1973-1990 military regime 
of Augusto Pinochet if elected.

Kast has defended Pinochet.
– AFP

This combination of file pictures shows Chile’s leftwing presidential candidate 
Jeannette Jara (left), of the Unidad por Chile (“Unity for Chile”) alliance, delivering a 
speech after the first exit poll results of the general election, in Santiago on Sunday, 
and Chile’s rightwing presidential candidate José Antonio Kast, of the Partido 

Republicano (“Republican Party”), delivering a speech after the first exit poll results 
of the general election in Santiago on Sunday.                 – AFP

Leftist, far-right candidates 
advance to Chilean 
presidential run-o!
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TIRANA - England wrapped up 
their flawless World Cup qualifying 
campaign with a record-setting 2-0 
win against Albania on Sunday.

The Three Lions, who took 
maximum points from their eight 
games, became the first European 
team to win every one of their World 
Cup qualifiers without conceding a 
single goal in a campaign lasting at 
least six matches.

AFP Sport looks at three key 
factors that can help Thomas 
Tuchel’s side triumph at next year’s 
tournament in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico:

Tuchel’s tactical acumen
After a slow start to his reign, 

Thomas Tuchel has gradually 
revitalised England over the last 
11 months, with his astute tactical 
moves proving especially influential.

Tuchel’s predecessor Gareth 
Southgate was often criticised 
for his cautious game-plan and 
slow response to situations that 

demanded substitutes to change the 
momentum.

Southgate’s innate conservatism 
was fatal in England’s European 
Championship final losses to Italy 
in 2021 and Spain in 2024, as well 
as the 2018 World Cup semi-final 
defeat against Croatia.

Tuchel has shown he will not 
freeze when the pressure is highest, 
leading Chelsea to Champions 
League glory in 2021 and winning 
domestic titles with Bayern Munich 
and Paris Saint-Germain.

The 52-year-old has brought that 
big-game experience to England.

In Thursday’s 2-0 win against 
Serbia, he sent on Eberechi Eze and 
Phil Foden, who combined for the 
Arsenal forward to score England’s 
second goal.

Then against Albania, it was 
substitutes Bukayo Saka and 
Marcus Rashford who provided the 
assists for Harry Kane’s brace.

Tuchel has been equally savvy 
with his handling of Real Madrid 

star Jude Bellingham.
Where Southgate seemed 

to do everything in his power 
to accommodate Bellingham, 
Tuchel has refused to pander to 
the midfielder, leaving him out 
of the October internationals and 
restricting him to a substitute 
appearance against Serbia.

Bellingham was back in the 
team against Albania with a point to 
prove, but when he gave a frustrated 
response to being replaced by Morgan 
Rogers in the closing stages, Tuchel 
was quick to lay down the law.

Having already warned 
Bellingham that he must fight for 
his place at the World Cup, Tuchel’s 
hardline stance underlined a team-
first ethos that is paying dividends.

England’s NFL playbook
In a season notable for numerous 

Premier League teams using 
corners, free-kicks and long throw-
ins to exploit opposing defences, 
it was fascinating to hear England 

captain Kane talk about Tuchel’s 
desire to establish an NFL set-piece 
playbook.

Kane, a noted fan of American 
football, said England will go to the 
World Cup with a list of dead-ball 
routines that can take advantage of 
defensive weaknesses.

“I think it is massive, to be 
honest,” Kane said. “You want to 
have an NFL playbook in a way, 
where you look at the opposition and 
see if they are zonal or man-mark.

“We can pick what we want to 
do and ultimately, the best team at 
set-plays normally go on to be the 
best team in the tournament.”

Fittingly, Kane’s opening goal 
against Albania came from Saka’s 
corner - England’s World Cup 
opponents have been warned.

Strength in depth
Tuchel is blessed to be England 

manager at a time when there are 
countless talented options available 
to him in all areas of the team.

England’s strength in depth was 
on full display in Tirana, where Tuchel 
made seven changes to the starting 
line-up but was still able to field a team 
with enough quality to end Albania’s 
eight-match unbeaten run.

With Cole Palmer, Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, Jack Grealish 
and Harry Maguire all absent from 
the squad for the final qualifiers, 
Nico O’Reilly, Elliot Anderson, 
Jarrod Bowen, Eberechi Eze, Jarell 
Quansah and Adam Wharton staked 
their claims for a seat on the flight to 
North America.

Tuchel now has a back-up 
almost as good as the first-choice in 
most positions.

Only Bayern Munich striker 
Kane, who took his England record 
goal tally to 78, is irreplaceable.

It might give Tuchel a few 
sleepless nights before he names 
his squad for the World Cup, but 
the German must make the most of 
England’s latest golden generation.

– AFP

LAGOS - Nigeria’s football 
coach has accused the Democratic 
Republic of Congo of practising 
“voodoo” after his squad’s hopes 
of qualifying for the 2026 World 
Cup ended in a penalty shootout 
loss in the African play-offs final.

DR Congo and Nigeria drew 
1-1 after extra time in the tie in 
Rabat on Sunday and the central 
Africans won 4-3 on penalties to 
book a place in inter-confederation 
play-offs in Mexico next March.

In his post-match remarks to 
journalists, coach Eric Chelle said 
a member of the DR Congo team 
“did some voodoo, every time, 
every time, every time”.

“That is why I was a bit 
nervous,” said former Mali 
international Chelle, who took 
charge of Nigeria in January.

Chelle had admitted prior to 
the match that it was going to “be 
very difficult in Morocco”.

Using hand gestures, he said he 
saw a DR Congo member waving 
his hand as if sprinkling or shaking 
something. “I don’t know if it’s 
water or something like that.”

In a nervy shootout in which 
four spot-kicks were saved and 
another missed, DR Congo captain 
Chancel Mbemba defied a bottle 
thrown toward him and torrential 
rain to convert the winning penalty 
as his country seek a return to the 
global showpiece after a lengthy 
absence.

Nigeria, an African football 
giant, lie 19 places above DR 
Congo in the world rankings and 
were pre-match favourites.

The Super Eagles failed to 

qualify for the second World Cup 
in a row. They had not missed 
back-to-back editions since their 
debut in 1994.

While Nigeria have been 
regular participants at the World 
Cup, the sole appearance by the 
Congolese came in 1974 when 
the mineral-rich central African 
country was called Zaire.

President Bola Tinubu urged 
the squad to “put behind them the 
loss” and to focus on preparing 
for the Africa Cup of Nations 
in Morocco, which runs from 
December 21 to January 18.

“We must now plug all 
the loopholes. Our football 
administrators, players ... must go 
back to the drawing board,” said 
Tinubu in a statement.

– AFP

Football

PARIS – Former Paris Saint-
Germain women’s footballer Kheira 
Hamraoui filed a 3.5 million-euro 
(US$4 million) claim against the 
club yesterday, alleging that she was 
forced out after she was brutally 
attacked with an iron bar.

In November 2021, Hamraoui 
was attacked by two masked men 
after returning from a team dinner in 
a car with teammate Aminata Diallo.

But after Diallo was detained 
and charged with instigating the 
attack on her teammate, Hamraoui 
was allegedly the victim of “moral 
harassment” by some of PSG’s 
players.

Two of those - Marie-
Antoinette Katoto and Kadidiatou 
Diani - refused to pass the ball 
to Hamraoui during games, the 
plaintiff’s lawyer Pascal-Pierre 

Garbarini argued at the French 
capital’s employment tribunal.

Hamraoui was “ostracised” on 
the pitch, in the changing room 
and in the stands, where some 
supposed PSG supporters held up 
insulting signs about her, while she 
also suffered harassment on social 
media channels, Garbarini said.

“What did PSG do? Nothing!” 
he said, listing the damages sought 
by Hamraoui as: “one million euros 
in damages and interest for moral 
harassment, 173,400 euros for 
failing to meet security obligations, 
300,000 euros damages and 
interest for failing to prevent moral 
harassment, one million euros in 
damages and interest for moral 
prejudice and one million euros 
in damages and interest for loss of 
opportunity”.

The total of almost 3.5 million 
euros amounted to “247 months of 

salary”, protested PSG’s lawyer 
Benjamin Louzier, adding that 
Hamraoui’s monthly pay over her 
two-year contract in the French 
capital was 14,450 euros net.

Louzier pointed out that 
Hamraoui did not have a medical 
certificate attesting to suffering 
from harassment, had not contacted 
PSG about it, nor the club’s 
employees’ council.

The hearing took place in a 
packed room ahead of another 
employment dispute involving 
PSG and former star forward - and 
France captain - Kylian Mbappe.

He is claiming 240 million 
euros in damages from PSG, who 
in turn want 180 million euros 
from Mbappe.

The employment tribunal is 
due to reach its verdict on the 
Hamraoui case in mid-December.

– AFP

England ready for World Cup after perfect campaign

Ex-PSG footballer Hamraoui claims 3.5 million 
euros damages against club

Nigeria’s coach blames ‘voodoo’ after 
World Cup hopes crushed

Norway’s football team supporters wait for the Norwegian men’s national team in 
the town hall square in Oslo, Norway yesterday. The men’s national team gets a 
public celebration in the City Hall Square after the victory in the World Cup qualifying 
match against Italy. Norway qualified for their first World Cup since 1998 after Erling 
Haaland struck again in a 4-1 thumping of Italy on Sunday which sealed a spot in 
next summer’s finals in the United States, Canada and Mexico. Haaland scored 
the decisive brace in the space of seconds at a soaking San Siro for Norway, who 
completed Group I with a perfect 24 points from their eight qualifying matches. – AFP

BARCELONA –  
Barcelona will finally 
return to their reconstructed 
Camp Nou stadium against 
Athletic Bilbao on Saturday 

in La Liga, the club said yesterday, 
after more than two years in exile.

Since the stadium closed at the 
end of the 2022/23 season, the Catalan 
giants have been forced to play 
elsewhere, mainly at the Olympic 
Stadium on the city’s Montjuic hill.

A series of delays means Camp 
Nou is reopening a year after it was 
originally slated to, following a 
1.5 billion euro (US$1.75 billion) 
transformation beset by construction 
chaos.

Barcelona will open the stadium 
with a temporary capacity of 45,401 
spectators, with space for 105,000 
when the top tier is completed.

They opened the stadium up 

for 23,000 fans to watch a training 
session earlier in November as a test 
event in the reopening process.

Barcelona are also hoping to 
receive the green light from UEFA 
to host Eintracht Frankfurt at the 
Camp Nou in the Champions 
League on December 9.

The Spanish champions were 
forced to play two matches at 
their 6,000-capacity Johan Cruyff 
training ground stadium in the first 
weeks of the season after failing to 
get the permit they needed for Camp 
Nou, because of safety reasons.

The previous iteration of Camp 
Nou was built in 1957 and had a 
capacity of 99,000.

Barcelona plan to add a roof to 
the stadium which will be installed 
in the summer of 2027, a year later 
than the project was anticipated to 
be completed.      – AFP

Barca to make long-awaited 
Camp Nou return on Nov 22
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GUANGZHOU – Sixteen-
year-old sprinter Chen Yujie from 
Zhejiang won the women’s 100m 
with a new Asian U20 record, while 
Gong Debin of Fujian broke the 
men’s 400m hurdles national record 
at the 15th National Games yesterday.

Chen claimed the women’s 100m 
title in 11.10 seconds.

After the race, Chen embraced vet-
eran Olympian Wei Yongli in what many 
saw as a symbolic passing of the torch.

Chen attributed her success 
to technical improvements and a 
relaxed mindset. “After working for 
so long to refine my technique, I 
finally executed it well in the race. I 
felt very relaxed,” she said.

Known as part of the “kid sister 
generation,” Chen said she tries not to 
pay attention to the nickname. “It’s fine. 
How people see me is their business. 

They can use the nickname if they like; 
I just need to be myself,” she noted.

In the men’s 100m final, Li 
Zeyang of Hubei hit the finishing line 
first in 10.11 seconds as a dark horse.

Gong was crowned in the men’s 
400m hurdles in 48.68 seconds, 
breaking the national record, while 
Olympian Mo Jiadie won the women’s 
400m hurdles in 55.19 seconds.

Gong said the victory capped a 
season of steady improvement. “My 
technique and stamina have clearly 
progressed this year,” he said in a 
post-race interview.

“I was prepared to go under 
49 seconds, and the crowd’s 
encouragement pushed me to break 
the national record,” he said.

Looking ahead, the 28-year-old 
champion said he hopes to compete 
at next year’s Asian Games. “I will 
see if I can race,” he said.

In addition, Su Lingdan of Jiangsu 
secured the women’s javelin gold with 
62.42 meters in her first attempt. – Xinhua

16-year-old Chen wins women’s 100m with 
Asian U20 record at National Games

Chen Yujie of Zhejiang poses after the 
women’s 100m final at the 15th National 
Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong 
Province, yesterday.    – Xinhua

(More photos on page 16)

PERTH – England and 
Australia begin the latest 
edition of the Ashes in 
Perth on Friday with the 

visitors looking to wrestle back the 
urn for the first time since 2015.

AFP Sport looks at five of the 
most memorable series between 
cricket’s oldest enemies, a rivalry 
which stretches back to 1882:

2019: Stokes heroics, 
brilliant Smith

Australia retained the Ashes as 
holders despite the series being drawn 
for the first time since 1972, with Steve 
Smith grabbing headlines on his return 
from a ball-tampering ban by excelling 
in the face of taunting English crowds.

He batted on a different level to 
everybody else, scoring 774 runs in just 
seven innings at an average of more than 
110, including back-to-back centuries in 
the opening Test at Edgbaston.

Had he not missed three innings 
after being hit by a Jofra Archer 
bouncer, he might have got near 
Donald Bradman’s all-time record of 
974 runs in a Test series, set in 1930.

But the highlight of the series 
was England’s phenomenal Ben 
Stokes-inspired win in the third Test 
at Headingley.

With just one wicket remaining 
and 73 runs needed, Stokes protected 
tailender Jack Leach to steer his side 
to 362-9, their highest successful run 
chase in Tests. with a memorable 
unbeaten 135.

2005: England win thriller
The 2005 Ashes was one of the 

greatest series in cricket history and 
saw England triumph over their 
fiercest rivals for the first time in 
nearly 19 years.

It appeared to be business as 
usual for long-suffering England fans 
when Australia won the first Test at 
Lord’s by 239 runs.

But when Australia fast bowler 
Glenn McGrath was ruled out of 
the second Test at Edgbaston after 
treading on a ball during practice on 
the morning of the match, England 
took charge.

England’s Andrew Flintoff starred 
with both bat and ball and when 
Australia were 175-8, chasing 282 for 
victory, a home win looked assured.

But Australia edged their way 
closer before last man Michael 
Kasprowicz was caught behind off 
Steve Harmison to give England 
victory by a mere two runs.

The third Test was drawn and 
England survived a brilliant four-wicket 
burst from leg-spin great Shane Warne 
to win the fourth Test at Trent Bridge.

England, now 2-1 up and needing 
to avoid defeat in the fifth Test to 
regain the Ashes, were in danger of 
losing on the last day at the Oval 
until Kevin Pietersen’s breathtaking 
158 and a fine fifty from Ashley 
Giles rescued a draw.

1981: Botham’s Ashes
Rarely has one man done as much 

to win an Ashes as Ian Botham in 1981.
He started the series as England 

captain, but after defeat in the first Test 
at Nottingham and the embarrassment 
of bagging a pair in a draw at Lord’s, 
Botham resigned as skipper.

England were in dire straits after 
being made to follow-on in the third 
Test at Headingley, with former 
England wicketkeeper Godfrey Evans 
- who had become an odds-setter for 
a bookmakers - making them 500/1 
outsiders to win the match.

Botham’s astonishing counter-
attack innings of 149 not out, 
however, meant Australia were set a 
target of 130 before fast bowler Bob 
Willis’s inspired 8-43 saw England 
to an astounding 18-run win.

Botham’s scarcely believable 
return of five for one in 28 balls at 

Edgbaston ensured England won the 
fourth Test by 29 runs.

There were more heroics in the 
fifth Test when Botham’s blistering 
118 set up a 103-run victory at Old 
Trafford to clinch the series 3-1.

1948: Australia’s ‘Invincibles’
An Australia side captained 

by Don Bradman in his final Test 
series swept all before them in an 
undefeated tour during which they 
won the Ashes 4-0.

Underlining their superiority, 
Australia were set a seemingly 
impossible target of 404 on the last day 
to win the fourth Test at Headingley.

They got there for the loss of 
just three wickets, with Arthur 
Morris making 182 and Bradman an 
unbeaten 173.

But the series is best remembered 
for Bradman’s final Test innings at 
the Oval when, needing four for an 
average of exactly a hundred, he was 
bowled for a duck by leg-spinner 
Eric Hollies and had to make do with 
a mark of 99.94.

1932/33: Bodyline barrage
The most controversial Ashes 

series of them all was brought 
about by a desire to curb Bradman’s 
phenomenal run-scoring.

England captain Douglas 
Jardine’s response was to deploy “leg 
theory” - bowling short to a packed 
leg-side field - with supremely 
accurate fast bowler Harold Larwood 
the spearhead of the attack.

It worked to the extent England 
won the series 4-1, with Bradman’s 
average for the series reduced to 56.57

But the use of what became known 
as “Bodyline”, which saw batsmen 
having to defend themselves rather 
than their stumps, was condemned as 
“unsporting” by Australian officials 
and almost provoked a breakdown in 
diplomatic relations.      – AFP

LONDON – Rugby 
chiefs yesterday officially 
launched the Nations 
Championship, a global 
competition featuring 12 

of the strongest teams that will 
crown a winning nation and decide 
the sport’s dominant hemisphere.

Organisers said that the new 
biennial tournament signalled a 
“watershed moment for rugby 
union, years in the making”, and 
would transform the two existing 
international playing windows, in 
July and November.

The Nations Championship, 
which starts in July 2026, will 
replace ad-hoc tours and one-off 
Tests, giving more meaning to 
internationals played outside of 
major tournaments.

The Six Nations teams will 
represent the northern hemisphere, 
and face the SANZAAR nations 
(South Africa, New Zealand, 
Australia and Argentina), plus 
Japan and Fiji, representing the 
southern hemisphere.

Each side will play six matches, 
taking on each of their hemisphere 
rivals from the opposing group before 
a Nations Championship Finals 
Weekend, to decide the tournament 
champion and winning hemisphere.

London will host the inaugural 
Finals Weekend, with three days 
of double-headers at Twickenham 
between November 27-29, 2026.

The top-ranked team in the 
northern hemisphere group, and 
the top-ranked team representing 
the southern hemisphere will battle 
for the title.

Teams will also be competing 
to earn points for their group to 
decide the winning hemisphere.

Organisers said that the cham-
pionship would inject “jeopardy 
and context into every fixture”.

Tom Harrison, CEO of Six 
Nations Rugby, said: “The Nations 
Championship has the power 
to redefine the future of rugby, 
and the partnership between Six 
Nations Rugby and SANZAAR 
signals a tectonic shift in the sport.

“Rugby’s strongest nations 
have collaborated with a clear 
vision to grow the game, by 
challenging traditional ways of 

operating to create a tournament 
structure with genuine global 
relevance, which will unlock the 
true value of the sport.”

Brendan Morris, CEO of SAN-
ZAAR, said that the establishment 
of the Nations Championship was 
a “historic and exciting move”.

‘More than bragging rights’
The first round of Nations 

Championship fixtures, on July 4, 
2026, includes a series of block-
buster matches, with world cham-
pions South Africa hosting England, 
France travelling to New Zealand 
and Australia facing Ireland.

Rian Oberholzer, CEO of SA 
Rugby, said that the championship 
would mean every Test counted 
“for more than just bragging rights 
and world ranking points”.

New Zealand Rugby CEO 
Mark Robinson said that the 
Nations Championship would 
bring an edge to the traditional Test 
windows and usher in a “new era 
for international rugby”.

“Fans want to know who the 
best team is between World Cups 
and the Nations Championship 
will deliver a champion,” he said.

The championship will take 
place in years that do not feature 
the Rugby World Cup or tours by 
the British and Irish Lions.

Australia will host the next 
World Cup in 2027, while the 
Lions are scheduled to tour New 
Zealand in 2029.

The launch of the championship 
comes as part of World Rugby’s 
push to better align the global 
calendar.

Ronan Dunne, co-chair of 
the Nations Championship, said: 
“The Nations Championship, 
and its introduction into the 
international rugby calendar, is a 
transformational moment for the 
entire sport, and demonstrates the 
power of collaboration.

“The tournament will bring 
together the very best from across 
the game, elevating rugby on a 
global scale, but its power to alter 
the sport’s trajectory and usher in a 
new era of sustained growth stands 
to be a hallmark of the Nations 
Championship.”   – AFP

Bodyline and Bradman to Botham and Stokes: 
5 great Ashes series

Rugby chiefs unveil ‘watershed’ 
Nations Championship

Italy’s Jannik Sinner’s team members pose with Sinner (bottom centre), his 
girlfriend Laila Hasanovic (bottom left) and her dog Snoopy at the end of the 
men’s single final match at the ATP Finals tennis tournament, in Turin, Italy on 
Sunday. Sinner ended a turbulent season in the best possible fashion on Sunday 
after seeing off Carlos Alcaraz in straight sets, 7-6 (7/4), 7-5, to retain his ATP 
Finals title in front of delighted fans in Turin.          – AFP
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VATICAN CITY – US 
filmmaker Spike Lee presented 
Pope Leo XIV with a New York 
Knicks jersey on Saturday as the 
US pope welcomed film stars to the 
Vatican, where he called cinema a 
vehicle of hope.

More than 100 film industry 
professionals, whether actors, 
directors or producers, were 
received by the pope inside the 
Apostolic Palace, including 
Australian actress Cate Blanchett, 
US actress Alison Brie, US director 
and producer Judd Apatow, and US 
actor Viggo Mortensen.

“His words were extraordinary 
and I wish cultural ministers 
around the world would take heed. 
He talked about compassion and 
leaning into the problems of the 
world,” Blanchett told journalists 
following the audience.

Italians Monica Bellucci, Dario 
Argento and Matteo Garrone 
were also onhand for the audience 
with the pope, who shook hands 
individually with all the invitees, 
including Lee, an ardent Knicks 
fan who presented him with the 
basketball team’s jersey.

“He’s the 14th Pope [Leo], 
so [the jersey] was number 14. 
And the back, it said Pope Leo,” 
Lee said afterwards, explaining 
that the Knicks had three players 
from Villanova University in 
Pennsylvania, which the former 
Robert Prevost attended.

The 70-year-old pope, dressed in 
white, told the group that “when the 
magic light of cinema illuminates 
the darkness, it simultaneously 

ignites the eyes of the soul.”
“One of cinema’s most valuable 

contributions is helping audiences 
consider their own lives, look at the 
complexity of their experiences with 
new eyes and examine the world as 
if for the first time. In doing so, they 
rediscover a portion of the hope that 
is essential for humanity to live to 
the fullest,” he said.

‘Heralds of humanity’
On Wednesday, the Vatican 

said the invitation to the world of 
cinema was intended to explore “the 
possibilities that artistic creativity 
offers to the mission of the Church 
and the promotion of human values”.

Ahead of the audience, Leo 
revealed his four favourite films, 
most of them with hope as a central 
theme.

The films were: “It’s a Wonderful 
Life”, in which an angel is sent 
from heaven to help a desperate 
family man, the iconic musical 
“The Sound of Music”, Robert 
Redford’s family drama “Ordinary 
People” and Roberto Benigni’s 
“Life Is Beautiful” (1997), about 
a father trying to shield his son 
from the horrors of a World War II 
concentration camp.

On Saturday, the pope called the 
film professionals “pilgrims of the 
imagination” and “narrators of hope 
and heralds of humanity”.

Artists, he said, were “capable 
of recognising beauty even in the 
depths of pain, and of discerning 
hope in the tragedy of violence and 
war”.

“Do not be afraid to confront the 

world’s wounds. Violence, poverty, 
exile, loneliness, addiction and 
forgotten wars are issues that need 
to be acknowledged and narrated,” 
he said.

“Good cinema does not exploit 
pain; it recognises and explores it. 
This is what all the great directors 
have done.”

Leo’s predecessor, Pope Francis, 
held a similar event in June 2024 
at the Vatican, inviting more than 
100 comedians, including Stephen 
Colbert, Whoopi Goldberg and 
Jimmy Fallon.      – AFP

Spike Lee gifts pope Knicks jersey as pontiff meets film stars

Pope Leo XIV meets with US filmmaker Spike Lee (right) during an audience with artistes from the world of cinema at the Vatican 
on Saturday. – AFP 

Paula Ramon
LOS ANGELES - US actor Tom Cruise received 

an honorary Oscar on Sunday, the first golden statue 
of his decades-long career, to a standing ovation from 
Hollywood’s elite.

To the sound of the “Mission Impossible” theme tune, 
a hallmark of the 63-year-old actor’s career, Cruise took to 
the stage at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles to applause 
from peers including Colin Farrell and Emilio Estevez, with 
whom he has shared the screen, and Steven Spielberg, who 
directed him in “Minority Report” and “War of the Worlds.”

Cruise, a four-time Oscar nominee, has never won the 
award and spoke of his love for cinema in a heartfelt speech.

He praised the big screen as a place that sparks “a 
hunger for adventure, a hunger for knowledge, a hunger to 
understand humanity, to create characters, to tell a story, to 
see the world.”

The honorary Oscars, awarded annually by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, celebrate 
cinema legends for their careers and contributions to the 
film industry.

Cruise’s award was presented by Mexican filmmaker 
Alejandro González Iñárritu, who directed him in the 
upcoming film “Judy.”

“Writing a four-minute speech to celebrate Tom Cruise’s 
45-year career is what is known, in this town, as a mission 
impossible,” Iñárritu joked.

“Tonight, we celebrate. We celebrate not just a 
filmography, we celebrate a lifetime of work,” Iñárritu said, 
adding that working with Cruise, he saw the actor perform 
his most dangerous stunt yet: “This man ate more chili than 
any Mexican.”

The Academy also presented honorary Oscars that 
evening to actor Debbie Allen who starred in “Fame,” 
production designer Wynn Thomas, and country singer 
Dolly Parton, honoured for her humanitarian work. 

– AFP

Tom Cruise receives honorary Oscar

Honoree Tom Cruise poses onstage during the 16th 
Governors Awards at The Ray Dolby Ballroom on Sunday 
in Hollywood, California. 

LOS ANGELES - “Now You 
See Me: Now You Don’t” – the 
third instalment in the crime 
heist franchise about a group of 
magicians – debuted atop the North 
American box office, besting the 
Glen Powell-fronted remake of 
“The Running Man,” industry 
estimates showed on Sunday.

Lionsgate’s “Now You See 
Me” – which reunites Jesse 
Eisenberg, Isla Fisher, Dave Franco 
and Woody Harrelson as Robin 
Hood-style illusionists targeting 
dangerous criminals – raked in 
US$21.3 million from Friday to 
Sunday, Exhibitor Relations said.

This time out, the original Four 
Horsemen – who first appeared 
on screen in 2013 – are joined by 
three younger magicians: Ariana 
Greenblatt, Dominic Sessa, and 
Justice Smith.

“There aren’t a lot of crime 
heist series that get to episode 3, 
simply because it’s so hard to keep 
these stories fresh,” said analyst 
David A. Gross of Franchise 
Entertainment Research.

“It’s serialised storytelling and 
there’s good material like this on TV. 
Still, these characters are connecting 
– these are very good figures.”

Paramount’s “The Running 
Man,” a new take on Stephen 
King’s dystopian novel about a 
murderous game show, opened in 
second place with US$17 million 
in ticket sales in the United States 
and Canada.

It comes 38 years after a 
loose adaptation starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in 1987.

“That’s a long time, and the 
storyline is showing some wear,” 
Gross said.

“Predator: Badlands” from 
Disney’s 20th Century Studios 
dropped from first to third place, 
taking in US$13 million.

The latest instalment in 
the decades-old sci-fi horror 
franchise stars Dimitrius Schuster-
Koloamatangi as an outcast Predator 
who is the hero this time, teaming 
up with an android (Elle Fanning) 
on an epic journey to prove himself

Paramount’s “Regretting You,” 
the latest film adaptation of a 
Colleen Hoover romantic novel, 
came in fourth at US$4 million.

And Universal’s horror sequel 
“Black Phone 2,” once again 
starring Ethan Hawke as a devilish 
villain, came in fifth place at 
US$2.7 million.   – AFP

‘Now You See Me’ sequel steals 
N American box office win
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Li Mengqi of Shandong is seen 
during the men’s archery recurve 
individual final at the 15th National 
Games in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
Province, yesterday.       – Xinhua

Yang Jingxi of Shandong competes during the women’s floor exercise final at the 15th 
National Games in Zhaoqing, Guangdong Province, yesterday.        – Xinhua

Su Lingdan of Hubei competes during the women’s javelin final at the 15th National 
Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, yesterday.          – Xinhua

Shi Zhiyong of Zhejiang reacts in men’s 
73kg clean and jerk weightlifting final at 
the 15th National Games in Dongguan, 
Guangdong Province, yesterday. – Xinhua

Liu Jiali of Sichuan holds her medal after the awarding ceremony for women’s cycling 
omnium at the 15th National Games in Hong Kong, yesterday.           – Xinhua

You Hao of Jiangsu competes during the men’s rings final at the 15th National Games in 
Zhaoqing, Guangdong Province on Sunday.               – Xinhua


