
Leftwinger Catherine Connolly 
inaugurated as Irish president

Catherine Connolly, a leftwing, outspoken critic of the 
United States, was inaugurated as Ireland’s new president in 
Dublin yesterday, after a landslide election win last month. 

    –  Story on p. 10

Venezuela announces big 
military deployment to 
counter US presence

Venezuela yesterday announced what it called a 
major, nationwide military deployment to counter 
the US naval presence off its coast.    – Story on p. 12 
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Ida Cheong 
Striving to advance the 

development of Macau as a “City 
of Performing Arts”, strengthen the 
cultivation of performing arts talents 
and provide comprehensive support 
for the trainees’ career development 
such as internships, the “Young 
Performing Artists Talents Training 
Programme” is open for application 
until December 10, according to 
yesterday’s press conference.

The press conference for the 
“Young Performing Artists Talents 
Training Programme” was held at 
the Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) 
in Nape, co-hosted by the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) and mainland-
based comedy production company 
Mahua FunAge*, in conjunction 
with the Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSDEJ).

IC President Deland Leong Wai 
Man said in a speech that the pro-
gramme has adopted an all-in-one 
“Training-Performance-Contract” 
model, providing comprehensive 
support for the trainees’  career 
development.

According to an IC statement, 
the programme consists of two 
stages – the experienced Mahua 
FunAge instructors conducting both 

the “Basic Performance Class” and 
the “Core Performance Class” will 
talk about their experiences and 
techniques, covering areas such as 
comedic performance, character 
building, script analysis, and stage 
rhythm.

After the two stages, the trainees 

will have the opportunity to take 
part in events like the Macau 
International Comedy Festival, 
performing on the stage in Macau, 
Hengqin and elsewhere in the 
Chinese mainland to gain practical 
experience, the statement said, 
adding that outstanding trainees 

may receive internship offers from 
Mahua FunAge, and top performers 
could potentially be signed up as 
professional artists, participating 
in mainland tours and film and 
television productions.

The statement noted that 
residents aged 18 or above, and 

non-local students enrolled in 
local universities can submit their 
applications via the “Macao One 
Account” APP or in person at the 
Macao Conservatory School.

The statement said that the 
first stage, the “Basic Performance 
Class” will commence on January 3 
next year, spanning four days with a 
total of 24 instruction hours, with a 
fee of 1,000 patacas.

The second stage, the “Core 
Performance Class” will run from 
January 17 to April 26 next year, 
comprising approximately 144 
hours, with a fee of 5,000 patacas. 
Trainees who complete either stage 
of the course and fulfil the necessary 
conditions will be eligible for a full 
refund of the tuition fee for that 
stage, the statement said.

For more information about the 
programme, please call 2870 1588 
during office hours. 

* Mahua FunAge (开心麻花) 
is a leading Chinese entertainment 
company, best known for its highly 
successful stage comedies and 
blockbuster film adaptations. 
Founded in 2003, it has grown 
from a theatrical troupe into a 
comprehensive entertainment 
empire. – DeepSeek 

IC, Mahua FunAge join hands to train 
local performing arts talents

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man (centre) and other attendees pose for a group photo during 
yesterday’s press conference about the upcoming “Young Performing Artists Talents Training Programme”, at the Macau Cultural 
Centre (CCM) in Nape.                   – Photo: Ida Cheong

CAIRO – Installations by 
renowned international artists 
including Italy’s Michelangelo 
Pistoletto and Portugal’s Alexandre 
Farto have been erected in the sand 
under the great pyramids of Giza 
outside Cairo.

The fifth edition of the contempo-
rary art exhibition “Forever is Now” 
is due to run until December 6.

The 92-year-old Pistoletto’s 
most famous work, Il Terzo 
Paradiso, comprises a three-metre-
tall mirrored obelisk and a series of 
blocks tracing out the mathematical 
symbol for infinity in the sand.

“We have done more than 
2,000 events all around the world, 
on five continents, in 60 nations,” 

said Francesco Saverio Teruzzi, 
construction coordinator in 
Pistoletto’s team.

“There is an estimate that it’s 
more or less five million people 
reached by the message of the 
Third Paradise.”

The Franco-Beninese artist 
King Houndekpinkou presented 
“White Totem of Light”, a column 
composed of ceramic fragments 
recovered from a factory in Cairo.

“It’s an incredible opportunity to 
converse with 4,500 years – or even 
more – of history,” he told AFP.

South Korean artist Jongkyu 
Park used the measurements of the 
Great Pyramid of Giza to create 
the geometric structures of his 

installation “Code of the Eternal”.
A thousand small cylindrical 

acrylic mirrors planted in the sand 
compose a Morse code poem 
imagining a dialogue between 
Tangun, the legendary founder of 
the first Korean kingdom, and an 
Egyptian pharaoh.

Farto, better known as Vhils, 
collected doors in Cairo and 
elsewhere in the world for a 
bricolage intended to evoke the 
archaeological process.

Six other artists, including 
Turkey’s Mert Ege Kose, Lebanon’s 
Nadim Karam, Brazil’s Ana Ferrari, 
Egypt’s Salha Al-Masry and 
the Russian collective “Recycle 
Group”, are also taking part.  – AFP

Monumental art displayed in shade of Egypt’s pyramids

This photo taken yesterday shows the art installation “Doors of Cairo” by Portu-
guese artist Alexandre Farto, aka Vhils, during the fifth edition of the “Forever is 
Now” art exhibition by Art d’Egypte at the Giza pyramids necropolis.             – AFP 
  

PLA Air Force marks 76th anniversary with 
more advanced, intelligent equipment

The People’s Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF) marked its 76th 
anniversary yesterday. From humble beginnings, it has evolved into 
a modern force equipped with some of the world’s leading aircraft. 

 – Story on p. 7
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Macau Cultural Box Ltd. invites applications for the following position:

Graphic Design
• Familiar with Soft Ware/In-design/Photoshop/Pagemaking

• Good command of English and Chinese

• Work at night (10 pm – 04 am (Sun -Thu))

• Mature, hard working, independent, self-motivated 

Interested parties are welcome to send their detailed resume with a recent photo and expected salary to 

joininmp@gmail.com. All personal data collected will be used for recruitment related purposes only.

Ada Lei
A man from the Philippines was 

arrested on Monday for robbing a local 

elderly man of a wallet containing cash in 

various currencies amounting to 23,000 

patacas in total and several ATM and ID 

cards, Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 

Cheong Kim Fong said during a special 

press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect as a 

38-year-old male surnamed Malabanan, 

a non-resident worker (NRW) employed 

in the food processing industry who had 

resigned last week, and was planning to 

return to the Philippines yesterday.

According to Cheong, Malabanan 

had been observing and following the 

victim, a retiree, around a casino in 

Macau on Sunday. That night, after 

gambling, the victim took a bus back 

to his flat in Patane. When he entered 

the residential building and began 

ascending the stairs, Malabanan pushed 

him from behind, causing injuries to the 

left side of the victim’s forehead and left 

eye. Malabanan then stole his wallet, 

which contained Hong Kong dollars, 

yuan and patacas in cash, as well as 

several ATM and ID cards, amounting 

to 23,000 patacas in total. After the 

robbery, Malabanan ran away. The 

victim reported the case to the police the 

following day.

The police later identified Malabanan 

as the suspect and apprehended him 

on Monday evening near Avenida de 

Almeida Ribeiro (新馬路). The police 

recovered the victim’s wallet, along 

with 700 yuan and HK$820 in cash 

from Malabanan. Under questioning, 

Malabanan refused to cooperate.

Malabanan was transferred to 

the Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 

yesterday, facing a robbery charge. 

Police arrest Filipino worker for robbing local retiree 

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded suspect to a PJ van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday. 
– Photo: Ada Lei

Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

apprehended a man from Hong 

Kong on Thursday for trafficking 

1.31 grams of methamphetamine 

(commonly known as ice) from 

Hong Kong to Macau, concealed 

in his anus, PJ spokesman Cheong 

Kim Fong said during a regular 

press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect as 

a 59-year-old male surnamed Lee 

who claimed to be jobless.

According to Cheong, based on 

a tip-off, the Judiciary Police (PJ) 

identified Lee as a drug trafficker 

who entered Macau through the 

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge 

(HZMB) checkpoint on Thursday. 

After entering Macau, Lee was 

immediately intercepted by the 

police. He voluntarily handed over a 

packet of ice weighing 1.31 grams, 

with an estimated street value of 

3,900 patacas. The police also seized 

1,400 patacas in cash from him.

Under questioning, he admitted 

to concealing methamphetamine in 

his anus to smuggle it from Hong 

Kong to Macau. He claimed that this 

was his third instance of smuggling 

drugs in his anus, with the previous 

two instances involving similar 

quantities, resulting in earnings of 

3,000 patacas from his trafficking 

activities.

Cheong added that Lee was 

taken to a hospital for examination, 

which confirmed that there were 

no additional drugs in his body. He 

noted that Lee has a long-standing 

habit of methamphetamine use and 

had recently started purchasing 

drugs from Hong Kong to smuggle 

them to Macau for both personal 

use and sale.

Lee has been transferred to the 

Public Prosecutions Office (MP), 

facing a charge of drug trafficking. 

Police nab HK drug mule 
for tra!cking 1.31 grams 

of ice in his anus

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Kim Fong looks on during 
yesterday’s regular press conference. 

– Photo: Ada Lei

Armindo Neves
Shenzhen-based Tencent Hold-

ing Limited announced in a state-

ment yesterday that it has launched 

a new payment mode, called “Ten-

Pay Global Checkout”, enabling 

merchants outside the Chinese 

mainland to accept local payments.

The statement pointed out 

that Weixin Mini Programs are 

lightweight apps* within Weixin 

that enable Weixin/WeChat users 

to shop, pay, and access services 

without downloading additional 

apps. 

There are currently over one 

million monthly active users 

for Weixin Mini Programs** in 

markets such as Australia, Japan, 

Singapore, and New Zealand, with 

active Mini Programs services 

available across 92 countries and 

regions, the statement said.

According to the statement, 

the “TenPay Global Checkout” set 

up at the Weixin Mini Program, 

will help merchants outside the 

Chinese mainland to accept credit 

and debit cards – PayNow and 

BOCPAY(MO) through the new 

payment mode with their Weixin 

Official Accounts Platform.

With the single integration of 

TenPay Global Checkout, users 

outside of the Chinese mainland 

can make payments within the 

app by using the local payment 

methods they are familiar with, 

according to the statement. 

The new payment mode’s, 

according to the statement, rollout 

begins in Singapore and Macau and 

will continue to expand elsewhere 

including Australia, Japan, and 

New Zealand, with more markets 

and merchants to follow, enabling 

convenient payments for global 

users of the Weixin Mini Program, 

the statement. 

In the statement, TenPay Global 

(Singapore) Chief Executive 

Officer Yang Wenhui said, 

“TenPay Global Checkout marks 

an important step in enhancing 

the local consumer experience. 

TenPay Global Checkout enables 

overseas merchants by using the 

Weixin Mini Program to accept 

trusted and diversified local 

payment methods through one 

unified solution [so that] users 

benefit from a more convenient 

and efficient payment experience. 

TenPay Global Checkout helps 

merchants improve payment 

conversion rates, expand their user 

base, and scale their businesses 

to serve a broader range of 

customers.” 

* A lightweight app is a 
software application designed to 
use minimal resources on your 
device. This means it takes up little 
storage space, uses less memory 
(RAM), requires less processing 
power (CPU), and consumes less 
battery life. – DeepSeek

** Weixin Mini Programs 
are lightweight, application-like 
programs that run entirely within 
the WeChat (Weixin) app without 
requiring users to download and 
install a separate native app. – 
DeepSeek 

Tencent launches ‘TenPay Global Checkout’

This image provided by Tencent Holding Limited yesterday show its new payment mode enabling merchants outside the 
Chinese mainland to accept local payments.
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Interview by Armindo Neves
The government’s 7-day 

“Golden Week pedestrianisation” 
concluded in the peninsula’s Laahn 
Gwai Lau old quarters about a 
month ago, and last week the Post 
talked to F&B staff in the area about 
their thoughts on it.

The temporary pedestrianisation 
drive, according to a Macau Gov-
ernment Tourism Office (MGTO) 
statement on September 29, aimed 
to create a comfortable and safe 
pedestrian environment for resi-
dents and tourists alike during the 
Chinese mainland’s National Day 
Golden Week holiday, and also to 
stimulate the community economy 
in that area.

The pedestrianisation was 
in effect between October 1 and 
October 7, between 12 noon and 
7 p.m. daily, in Rua de Nossa 
Senhora do Amparo (關前後街) – a 
narrow street colloquially known in 
Cantonese as “Laahn Gwai Lau 
(爛鬼樓).

“Laahn Gwai Lau” (爛鬼樓), 
which literally translated means 
“Rotten Devil Building”, is a 

sarcastic nickname for a dilapidated 
tenement building long gone, in the 
neighbourhood close to Rua dos 
Mercadores (營地大街) which is 
part of the UNESCO-listed Historic 
Centre of Macau.

The Post interviewed several 
food and beverage staff members 
working in the “Laahn Gwai 
Lau” area last Thursday about 
their response to the temporary 
arrangement. 

Two coffee shop baristas said 
that the pedestrianisation zone 
established during the “Golden 
Week” had had a negative impact 
on nearby businesses. 

They pointed out that the road 
closures diverted pedestrian traffic, 
ultimately reducing footfall. Instead 
of the expected holiday crowds, 
the area remained as quiet as on a 
regular weekday, they said. 

The duo said they believe 
the measure was ineffective and 
suggested that if the government 
pedestrianises certain streets in 
the future, they should target main 
streets such as Rua dos Ervanários 
(關前正街) to better attract visitors.

A bubble tea maker said that the 
pedestrianisation zone implemented 
during the “Golden Week” had 
limited practical effect. 

Although the zone increased 
foot traffic in front of the shop, 
most pedestrians merely walked 

past without making any purchases, 
leading to an actual decrease in 
consumer spending, she said. 

Compared to a narrow street 
such as Rua de Nossa Senhora do 
Amparo, she said, holding events 
on thoroughfares such as Rua 

dos Ervanários would be more 
effective in attracting customers to 
the area as a whole and stimulating 
consumption there. She also said that 
the Golden Week pedestrianisation 
ultimately turned out to be a waste 
of resources and failed to effectively 
boost business in the area.

However, a ramen chef said 
that the dedicated pedestrianisation 
zone during the Golden Week 
positively affected his business. 
“The road closure led to a doubling 
of pedestrian flow,” he said. 

The chef explained that before 
the zone was set up, the narrow 
pavement in front of his premises 
had deterred customers, who 
preferred walking on the wider, 
opposite side for safety reasons. 

He said that the pedestrianisation 
zone significantly boosted his number 
of customers and their inclination to 
patronise his restaurant.  

Having benefited from the 
initiative, he voiced clear support 
for continuing the pedestrianisation 
drive during long holidays such 
as the mainland’s “Golden Week” 
periods. 

F&B sta! in Laahn Gwai Lau review govt’s 
‘Golden Week pedestrianisation’

Pedestrians walk past shops on Rua de Nossa Senhora do Amparo in the UNESCO-
listed Historic Centre of Macau’s “Laahn Gwai Lau” neighbourhood last Thursday. 

–  Photo: Armindo Neves

Khalel Vallo
According to a statement by 

the University of Macau (UM) 
yesterday, an undergraduate 
team from the public university’s 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
(FHS) won the gold medal at the 
2025 International Genetically 
Engineered Machine (iGEM) 
Competition in Paris, earning 
recognition for their innovative 
synthetic biology solution for 
termite control.

This marks the seventh 
consecutive year that UM has 
received an award at iGEM, 
bringing its total number of gold 
medals to four, the statement said. 

The statement pointed out that 
the global competition gathered 
over 400 teams from more than 50 
countries and regions, including 
leading universities such as the 
United States’ Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), 
Harvard University, and Beijing’s 
Tsinghua University. 

Comprising 13 undergraduate 
students, the UM team was guided 
by FHS Professor Garry Wong 
(黃值富), Associate Professors 
Leo Lee Tsz On and Liu Tzu-
Ming, and Assistant Professors 
Chen Qihan and Lei Chon Lok, 
the statement noted.

Addressing the growing 
issue of termite infestation, the 
statement noted that their project 
aimed to propose an effective 
and eco-friendly solution using 
synthetic biology techniques to 
engineer E. coli* that produces 
natural toxins and attractants for 
sustainable termite control, adding 
that the natural toxins – “EcTI”, a 

plant-derived trypsin** inhibitor 
that disrupts digestion, and 
melittin, a peptide from bee venom 
that damages gut microbes – were 
combined with hydroquinone, an 
attractant that stimulates termite 
feeding. 

According to the statement, 
the team also developed 
two application models: an 
underground bait station for long-
term control and a liquid injector 
for immediate treatment, and 
mathematical simulations were 
used to optimise bait placement 
and enhance efficiency. 

The team conducted extensive 
fieldwork and consultations with 
industry experts to refine their 
experimental design and ensure 

practical application. Team leader 
Wang Ying, a third-year FHS 
student, said that the experience, 
while challenging, greatly 
strengthened both their scientific 
understanding and teamwork. 

* E. coli is a group of bacteria 
that can cause infections in your 
gut, urinary tract and other parts 
of your body. Most of the time, 
it can live in your gut without 
hurting you. But some strains 
can make you sick with watery 
diarrhoea, vomiting and a fever. – 
DeepSeek 

** Trypsin is a digestive 
“scissor” or “chopstick” that 
cuts proteins into smaller pieces. 
Its main job is to digest protein. – 
DeepSeek

UM undergraduate team wins gold 
medal at iGEM 2025 in Paris

This undated handout photo provided by the University of Macau (UM) yesterday 
shows its team presenting during the 2025 International Genetically Engineered 
Machine (iGEM) Competition in Paris. 

Ida Cheong
The Cultural Affairs Bureau 

(IC) announced in a statement on 
Monday aiming to further enhance 
public participation in reading 
promotion activities, the “Macao 
Reading Festival 2025” will be 
held early next month at the Taipa 
Houses complex.

According to the statement, 
the recruitment process for local 
creative retail and beverage or 
snack stalls for the event is open 
until November 19, the registration 
and rental fees of which are free.

The event, themed “A Reading 
Holiday,” the Macao Reading 
Festival 2025, features diverse 
activities including an outdoor 
reading area, workshops, specialty 
stalls, film screenings, and cultural 
performances, the statement said.

The statement noted that a total 
of 25 stalls will be available for the 
event, comprising 15 creative retail 
stalls and 10 beverage or snack 
stalls; the creative retail stalls are 
required to display original products 

related to the concepts of “Reading” 
or “Healing,” while the beverage 
and snack stalls should provide light 
fare or beverages.

Assessments will be based 
on criteria including operational 
capability, product creativity and 
uniqueness, and relevance to the 
event’s theme, the statement said, 
adding that a comprehensive 
scoring system will determine 
the final selection and order 
of successful applicants. All 
applicants will be notified of the 
results by November 30.

The application guidelines and 
form can be downloaded from 
the Public Library website (www.
library.gov.mo), and submitted via 
email macaolib@icm.gov.mo, or 
in person at the IC Public Library 
Management Department during 
office hours within the application 
period.

For more enquiries, please call 
IC Reader Services and Promotion 
Division on 8598 6664 or 8598 
6677 during office hours. 

2025 Reading Festival stalls’ 
registration opens 

This photo taken last year shows the Taipa Houses complex in Taipa. 
– Photo: Tong Wong
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‘Honor & Distinction’ 
exhibition celebrates sport  sport 
and Macanese athletes
Interview by Rui Pastorin 

The “Honor and Distinction – Memories of Macau Sport and Macanese Glory” 
exhibition launched last night at the Rui Cunha Foundation (FRC) gallery, highlighting 
Macanese* athletes, their achievements in their respective sports, and their legacies.

Organised by Associação dos Jovens Macaenses (AJM – Macanese Youth Association) 
and sponsored by the public Macau Foundation (FM), visitors to the exhibition will be 
greeted by exhibits related to sport including field and roller hockey, karate, badminton 
and squash, and the Macau Grand Prix (MGP). These range from hockey sticks and 
racquets to even a racing motorcycle. Various pictures and awards are also on display.

The exhibits have been contributed by athletes such as Paula Carion, Rodolfo Ávila, 
Américo de Jesus, Iuri Capelo, João Ramos, Alexandre Jorge, Armando Amante, and 
José Basto da Silva. It also sees collaborations with the Macau Skating Association, the 
Portuguese School of Macau (EPM), the International Institute of Macau (IIM), and 
Retro Garage. 

Through the exhibition, AJM aims to highlight “the legacy of the 
contribution and dedication of the Macanese community in local sport 
development”, according to a recent AJM statement. Moreover, through the 
sports showcased, it also aims to represent the progress of each modality 
within Macau and the government’s dedication to offering recreational 
activities for local youths, a statement provided yesterday noted.

Speaking to the Post last night, President of the Board of Directors of 
AJM António Monteiro said that plans for the exhibition started a year 
ago, with the idea proposed by Macanese karate champion Paula Carion**. 
Initially a karate-related exhibition, Monteiro suggested making it bigger 
to also highlight other modalities of sports in the city, including sports like 
field hockey. 

The items contributed by the Macanese community went on to grow 
from photos to the variety of other items seen in the resulting exhibition, 
which coincides with the ongoing 15th National Games and the 72nd Macau 
Grand Prix that runs from tomorrow through Sunday.  “It’s all connected”, Monteiro said, 
being in line with the events and possibly capturing the attention of passers-by.

The main intention of the exhibition, Monteiro said, is “to let people know that sport 
can do more” for Macau and its aim for more international exposure, which sport and 
Macau’s athletes can help with. “Not only the Macanese, of course, but Macau itself” 
as at the end of the day, the Macanese community competes not for themselves, but for 
Macau. “I think many talents can contribute to sport in Macau” and bring exposure to the 
city through sport. 

Meanwhile, for youngsters visiting the exhibition, Monteiro said they may also gain 
a better  understanding of Macau’s history in sport and sporting facilities, being a way 
to show them memories, contributions, victories and achievements, as well as cultural 
recognition.

Down the line, Monteiro said that if the exhibition garners a positive feedback, they 
could follow up with another edition featuring achievements in other sports such as 
volleyball and table tennis.  “We have many other modalities that we can include, with 
more other people. So, let’s see what we can do in the future”, Monteiro said. 

The free-admission exhibition is on until November 22. One can visit the gallery 
located at 749 Avenida da Praia Grande (澳門南灣大馬路) from Monday to Friday from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. , and from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays.

*Customarily, the term “Macanese” denotes Macau’s community of mixed Portuguese 
and Asian extraction and its diaspora. 

**Carion won gold and bronze medals in the 2005 and 2013 East Asian Games 
respectively. She has also garnered bronze medals at the Asian Games. – Wikipedia 

Guests and representatives attending yesterday’s opening ceremony pose for a group photo at the Rui Cunha Foundation 
(FRC) gallery. – Photos: Rui Pastorin 
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Khalel Vallo
Following its weekend debut, 

“Friends Fest” concluded with 
over 10,000 patacas raised for local 
animal charities, aiming to reinforce 
Macau’s growing push for human-
pet integration and responsible 
ownership, according to a Monday 
statement by Conde Group.

Held at Grand Coloane Resort, 
the large-scale pet carnival drew 
families, pet owners and animal 
lovers for a “Waggy Weekend” 
of charity, education, and 
entertainment, the statement said, 
adding that the funds collected from 
charity booths will be donated in 
full to Anima Macau and the Macau 
Association for Stray Dogs and 
Animal Welfare (MASDAW) to 

support sterilisation, medical care, 
and daily care of stray animals. 

Co-organised by Conde Group, 
Gathering and Agility Planning and 
Service Limited Company, and Grand 
Coloane Resort, the event received 
support from multiple government 
entities, the statement said, adding 
that it remains committed to fostering 
an inclusive community experience 
for guests and their pets and will 
continue to enhance its pet-related 
amenities and services. 

Rebecca Choi (蔡美寶), 
director of Conde Group, thanked 
all participants and partners for their 
involvement, noting that “Friends 
Fest” had become “more than 
just an event – a true platform for 
community connection.” 

This undated handout photo provided by Conde Group on Monday shows a pet dog 
participating in a competition during this past weekend’s “Friends Fest” at Grand 
Coloane Resort near Hac Sa Beach. 

‘Friends Fest’ raises over 10,000 
patacas for animal charities

Rui Pastorin
The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 

said in a statement yesterday that 
the Macao Public Library website, 
the library catalogue search system 
and the electronic resources, the 
“My Library” app and relevant 
functions of the “Public Library of 
IC” in the “Macao One Account” 
will all be suspended or affected due 
to maintenance of the information 
system of the Public Library.

The statement said that the 
maintenance will take place from 
next Monday through November 24 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. daily.

The statement added that the 
Red Market Library’s circulation 
services and the 24-hour book 
drop-offs at all the branch libraries 
will also be suspended during the 
period.

Moreover, the statement said 
that maintenance for the other 
library websites, except for the 
Red Market Library, will be held 
during library closing hours, with 
normal operations resuming after 
maintenance is finished.

For enquiries, one can call the 
Public Library on 2856 7576 or 
2825 9220. 

This photo downloaded from the Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) website 
last night shows the Macao Central Library in Praça do Tap Siac.

Public Library to suspend 
certain services for information 

system maintenance
Tony Wong

The Macau government has reminded the public that it 
is accepting applications from eligible young local people 
for its subsidy programme aiming to encourage them to 
pursue their career development in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA).

The subsidy’s application period started early last 
month when the Education and Youth Development 
Bureau (DSEDJ) announced the programme’s 
details, which came after Chief Executive Sam Hou 
Fai announced his 2025 Policy Address, which he 
delivered to the legislature in April, according to 
which the government will launch a 5,000-pataca 
monthly subsidy for young local people up to the 
age of 35 who work in the GBA’s mainland cities, 
for which the beneficiaries must have graduated from 
tertiary education institutions in Macau or elsewhere 
in order to receive the subsidy lasting up to 18 months.

The bureau issued a statement on Monday reminding 
the public that it is accepting applications for the subsidy. 
The statement also listed details of the programme.

The application period, which started on October 1, 
is running until September 30 next year.

According to the statement, Macau residents aged 35 
or below holding an associate degree or above who have 
been hired by employers in one of the nine mainland 
cities in the GBA are eligible to apply for the subsidy.

The beneficiaries must work at least 30 hours per 
week, the statement said.

The degree can be awarded by tertiary education 
institutions in any place.

Only those who have been hired by the companies 
or organisations which have joined the programme are 

eligible to apply for the subsidy.
Details in Chinese about the programme 

can be checked on: https://portal.dsedj.gov.mo/
webdsejspace/page/pfcp/index.jsp. 

Govt accepting applications for subsidy 
encouraging young locals to work in GBA

Staff Reporter
The findings of a survey 

released yesterday show that 90 
percent of the parents said that they 
have set out rules for their children 
to use smartphones properly, while 
the other 10 percent said that they 
don’t impose any rules as their 
children demonstrate a high level 
of self-discipline.

According to the findings, the 
rules set out by the parents include 
a maximum length of time that 
their children can use smartphones 
per day. In addition, the parents 
have also installed tools on their 
children’s smartphones to filter out 
content and websites they deem 
unsuitable for them.

The survey was carried out 
between May and August this 
year by the Sheng Kung Hui 
(SKH) Macau Social Services 
Coordination Office, which held 
a press conference yesterday to 
announce the survey’s findings.

The press conference was held 
at its Gambling Counselling and 
Family Wellness Centre in the 
peninsula’s Lam Mau Tong district.

Sheng Kung Hui is the official 
Cantonese name for the Anglican 
Church.

The survey collected 960 valid 
questionnaires from local parents 
who have children aged between 3 
and 18.

According to the press 
conference, the survey’s findings 
also show that 45.4 percent of the 
respondents said that they started 
to allow their children to use 
smartphones when they were aged 

between 10 and 12, while 28.4 
percent of the respondents said that 
they gave their children the first 
smartphones when they were aged 
between 13 and 15.

For this question, according 
to the findings, 16.4 percent of 
the respondents chose the answer 
“aged between seven and nine”, 
while 4.7 percent and 4.0 percent 
chose the answers “aged six or 
below” and “aged between 16 and 
18”. The findings also show that 
1.3 percent of the respondents said 
that they would only give their 
children their first smartphones 
when they are aged over 18.

Moreover, according to the 
findings, the top five factors that 
the survey’s respondents took 
into consideration when deciding 
whether to allow their children to 

use smartphones consisted of their 
children’s sense of responsibility 
and their level of self-discipline, 
their children’s age and their 
psychological maturity, the need 
to contact their children, the 
potentially adverse impact on their 
children’s academic performances, 
and the potentially adverse impact 
on their children’s eyesight, sleep 
and health in terms of all the other 
aspects.

The findings also show that the 
parents spend, on average, 3.47 
hours a day in using smartphones, 
tablet computers and other digital 
devices for non-work purposes.

The findings of the survey also 
show that parents tend to have 
arguments with their children 
about their smartphone use more 
frequently as the latter get older. 

90 pct of parents ‘regulate’ their 
kids’ use of smartphones

Sheng Kung Hui representatives and those from other social service organisations 
pose for group photos during yesterday’s press conference.   – Photo courtesy of TDM

This poster downloaded from the Education and Youth 
Development Bureau’s (DSEDJ) website yesterday promotes 
the 5,000-pataca monthly subsidy for young locals to work in 
the GBA mainland cities. The bureau implements the subsidy 
programme in collaboration with the Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL).
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BEIJING – Minister of 
Commerce Wang Wentao yesterday 
held a video conference with 
Katherina Reiche, Germany’s 
economy and energy minister, 
during which they exchanged views 
on bilateral and China-Europe trade 
and economic issues.

Noting that China and Germany 
are important trading partners to 
each other, Wang said bilateral 
economic and trade relations 
have steadily progressed, with 
pragmatic cooperation in various 

fields continuously deepening. 
China will unswervingly promote 
high-standard opening up, foster a 
world-class business environment, 
and continue to offer development 
opportunities for foreign-funded 
enterprises, including German 
companies.

On the issue related to the 
semiconductor manufacturer 
Nexperia, Wang emphasized that 
the root cause of the issue lies in the 
improper intervention by the Dutch 
government in corporate internal 

affairs. The Dutch side is responsible 
for the disruption and instability in the 
global semiconductor supply chain.

Acting responsibly, China has 
made utmost efforts by exempting 
qualified exports to alleviate short-
term global supply chain pressures, 
Wang said.

However, ensuring long-term 
stability of the global semiconductor 
supply chain requires the Dutch 
side to demonstrate a constructive 
attitude and take concrete actions, 
he added.

Wang said that China hopes 
Germany will play an active role 
in urging the Dutch government 
to promptly correct its mistakes, 
withdraw certain measures, and 
promote an early resolution of the 
issue.

Reiche said that the German 
government attaches great 
importance to developing economic 
and trade relations with China 
and admires China’s economic 
achievements and vitality.

Noting that bilateral economic 

and trade cooperation benefits 
both sides, Reiche said Germany 
is willing to strengthen dialogue 
and exchange with China, deepen 
mutually beneficial cooperation, 
and promote more balanced 
and sustainable bilateral trade 
development.

Reiche said that Germany pays 
close attention to the Nexperia 
semiconductor issue and is 
willing to continue strengthening 
communication with the 
Netherlands.               – Xinhua

Analysis
QINGDAO – German specialty 

chemicals company LANXESS 
yesterday celebrated the capacity 
expansion of its Qingdao 
production base, a move to meet 
rising demand for rubber additives 
in China.

The upgrade increases its 
capacity for two production lines 
by 50 percent each, according 
to Michael Rockel, CEO of 
LANXESS Greater China. The 
site’s total annual output will rise 
from 25,000 tonnes to 30,000 
tonnes.

Rockel said that the expansion 
enhances asset flexibility and 
incorporates top-tier automation 
and energy-efficient technologies. 
“This is very important for our 
sustainability goals – not just to 
promote the products to the market, 
but to promote the sustainable 
products.”

The expansion aligns with the 
LANXESS “local production for 
local markets” strategy, driven by 
robust market demand, he added.

Since its spin-off from Bayer 
AG in 2005, LANXESS has spent 
two decades building a strategic 

landscape in China, now operating 
nine subsidiaries, seven R&D centers 
and multiple production sites.

The company has consistently 
invested in the Chinese market. 
For instance, originally established 
in 1995, the Qingdao base in 
Shandong Province has undergone 
several expansions, adding 
production lines for lubricant 
additives and other chemicals.

“I see a very positive trend 
shifting from pure volume growth 
to qualitative development. As 
the market evolves, our customers 
demand more sustainable 
and environmentally friendly 
solutions, and we are committed to 
bringing these solutions,” he said, 
expressing strong confidence in the 
Chinese market and its potential.

According to Rockel, by 
collaborating with local suppliers 
and adapting its product portfolio, 
LANXESS has reduced its 
production costs and enhanced its 
competitiveness. The flexibility 
and efficiency of the Chinese 
supply chain provide solid support 
for its global operations.

LANXESS is among many 
German companies that are 

deepening their commitment to 
China.

German industrial automation 
firm Festo Group is developing a 
2030 strategy to further integrate 
German and Chinese strengths, 
applying AI and automation across 
more industries.

German consumer goods 
company Beiersdorf has invested 
over US$31 million in its Shanghai 
subsidiary to boost product 
localization and market expansion.

Even amid global headwinds 
and rising protectionism, China’s 
doors to the world remain wide 
open, and continue to open even 
wider. By the end of June 2025, 
China had utilized US$708.73 
billion of foreign investment during 
its 14th Five-Year Plan period 
(2021-2025), and established 22 
pilot free trade zones across the 
country.

According to the 2024/2025 
Business Confidence Survey 
from the German Chamber of 
Commerce in China, 92 percent 
of member companies plan to stay 
in China, and about half intend to 
increase their investment over the 
next two years.              – Xinhua

BEIJING – China urges the 
European Union to provide a fair, 
transparent and non-discriminatory 
business environment for Chinese 
companies, and to avoid harming 
the confidence of these companies 
in their investment in Europe, 
foreign ministry spokesperson Lin 
Jian said in Beijing yesterday.

Lin made the remarks when 
responding to the European 
Commission’s reported exploration 
of ways to force EU member states 
to phase out Huawei Technologies 
and ZTE Corporation from EU 
telecom networks.

Lin noted that Chinese 
companies have been doing business 
in Europe in accordance with the 
law, provided quality products and 
services to the European people, 

and made contributions to local 
socioeconomic development and 
employment.

Limiting or banning companies’ 
access to the market through 
administrative means without any 
legal grounds or factual basis severely 
violates market principles and the 
rules of fair competition, Lin said.

In a handful of countries, the facts 
have demonstrated that the removal 
of Chinese telecom companies’ 
secure and quality equipment not only 
impedes their domestic technological 
development, but also results in heavy 
financial losses, he noted.

“Turning trade into security 
and political issues will hinder 
technological progress and 
economic growth, and will do no 
one any good,” he added.   – Xinhua

A session focusing on ecological civilization and the practice of building a “Beautiful China” is held during the 30th UN 
Climate Change Conference (COP30) in Belém, northern Brazil, on Monday. On that day, the “China Pavilion” series of the 
COP30 side events kicked off in Belém, with the first session focusing on ecological civilization and the practice of building 
a “Beautiful China.” The series will continue through November 20, with upcoming sessions covering topics such as the 
high-quality development and experience-sharing of China’s carbon market, China’s path toward carbon peaking and 
carbon neutrality, and China’s energy transition and new energy development.         – Xinhua 

Commerce minister holds video talks with Germany’s 
economy minister

China urges EU to provide 
fair business environment 

for Chinese companies

German chemicals company expands 
China investment with tech upgrade
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BEIJING – The People’s 

Liberation Army Air Force 

(PLAAF) marked its 76
th
 

anniversary yesterday. From humble 

beginnings, it has evolved into a 

modern force equipped with some 

of the world’s leading aircraft, with 

a growing emphasis on intelligent, 

information-driven capabilities.

Yesterday, the PLAAF released 

a 26-minute microfilm on its official 
social media accounts to mark the 

anniversary, named Dreaming Far. 

The film presents the progress of 
the Air Force from the perspective 

of an ordinary family living next 

to an airport, with a few seconds of 

images showcasing a large drone 

codenamed Xuanlong-08.

In the film, Xuanlong-08 forms 
a three-aircraft formation with two 

manned fighter jets, a J-16, and a 

J-20 codenamed Weilong-1, while 

the pilot of the J-20 said that the 

drone has teamed up with his fighter 
as a loyal wingman.

It is the first time that the 
PLAAF has published the footage 

of manned and unmanned aircraft 

teaming up, which quickly captured 

nationwide attention and generated 

thousands of comments online.

“In the past, we looked to foreign 

forces for advanced weapons and 

equipment. Now we look to our 

own,” read one proud comment 
under the film.

“Though the dream may seem 

distant, persistent effort will 

ultimately bring it to fruition,” read 
another comment.

Another microfilm, which 
was published on the social media 

account of the military channel of 

CCTV, China’s national broadcaster, 

reviewed the history of the PLAAF 

with interviews with pilots from 

different generations, showcasing 

the country’s fighter jets from first-
generation J-5 to the fifth-generation 
J-20 and the latest J-35, as well as the 

large transport aircraft Y-20B.

“We have the best aircraft. Our 

hands can wield either a rifle or an 
olive branch,” said a pilot named 
Chen Siqi in the microfilm.

Founded on November 11, 

1949, the PLAAF started with 
only a handful of outdated planes. 

During the founding ceremony of 

the People’s Republic of China on 

October 1, 1949, only 17 aircraft 
were available for inspection.

Later, during the War to Resist 

US Aggression and Aid Korea 
(1950-1953), the young air force 

shot down or damaged 425 enemy 
aircraft.

Over the past more than seven 

decades, the PLAAF has achieved 

a historic transformation from 

mechanization to informatization, 

and from an air defense force to 

one capable of both offensive and 

defensive operations.

Advancing technology 

continuously reshapes warfare, and 

keeping pace with these shifts is key 

to winning future battles.

China’s top leadership in October 

adopted its recommendations 

for formulating the country’s 

development priorities for the next 

five years. For the military, it calls 
for stepping up the development and 

utilization of data resources, so as to 

develop an intelligent military system.

In the PLAAF, AI has become 

a new tool to hone pilots’ skills. 

In a simulated air combat against 

AI, Ma Xiao, an outstanding pilot 

with experience flying five types 
of fighter jets, faced unprecedented 
challenges.

“It is very aggressive and never 

makes mistakes,” Ma commented 
on his new adversary. This AI air 

combat system absorbs the strengths 

of all pilots in Ma’s brigade and 

gradually evolves into an “all-

around” adversary.
With AI’s assistance, pilots 

of the brigade have achieved 

breakthroughs in real-combat-

oriented training and made 

remarkable progress in flight skills.
“We must study not only the 

wars of today but also the wars of 

the future,” said the commander of 
the brigade.                – Xinhua

BEIJING – With discounted 

sales of everything from AI-powered 

refrigerators to blind boxes, China’s 

annual online “Double 11” shopping 
festival has highlighted consumption 

momentum that is moving 

toward smarter, greener and more 

emotionally resonant products.

China has released the fourth – 

and final – tranche of this year’s 300 
billion yuan in ultra-long special 

treasury bonds earmarked for trade-

ins of consumer goods. The central 

government funding is part of a broader 

effort to revive domestic demand by 

upgrading industrial equipment and 

replacing old consumer goods such as 

home appliances and vehicles.

The Double 11 shopping festival 

lasts around a month each year to 

end in mid-November, and Chinese 

e-commerce platforms have this year 

taken advantage of the country’s 

trade-in programs to boost sales.

On Alibaba’s Tmall, sales of 

consumer electronic products, 

including AI glasses and robots, have 

surged during the shopping festival, 

fueled by new product launches, AI 

features and sales promotions.

Tmall has reported that sales of 

smart glasses had jumped 25-fold 

year on year by Oct. 30, and robotics 

brands such as DEEP Robotics and 

UBTECH Robotics have recorded 

double-digit growth.

On JD.com, sales of consumer 

electronic products with AI features 

had  more than doubled year on year 

as of Tyesterday. Smart glasses saw the 

fastest growth at 346 percent, followed 
by 238 percent for digital cameras and 

220 percent for action cameras.

Chinese consumers are 

increasingly buying quality 

products to meet their evolving 

demands, said Zhu Keli, founding 
dean of the China Institute of New 

Economy. “Tech products such as 

smart home systems and health-

monitoring devices are becoming 

mainstream choices,” Zhu said.
Beyond tech products, emotion 

and experience are increasingly 

shaping purchase decisions. Tmall 

data shows that sales of gaming 

merchandise and blind boxes have 

more than doubled since the start of 

the shopping festival, showcasing 

a boom in emotional consumption 

among young consumers.

“The emotional value of a 

product has a great impact on 

consumer decisions,” said Yang 
Xiujie, e-commerce director of 

Shandong Yihao Customized Brand 

Management Co. Ltd.

Yihao’s “ugly-cute” cushion 
pillows and humorous office desk 
signs have become bestsellers. “These 

products have a unique appearance 

and humorous elements, and young 

consumers are buying them not just 

for function but for emotional comfort 

and identity,” Yang said.
Experts say the shift also reflects 

demographic changes and cultural 

trends – from elderly consumers fueling 

the silver economy to Gen Z shoppers 

driving emotional consumption.

Apart from hot sales of products 

featuring AI, AI is also transforming 

the e-commerce sales process itself. 

Midea Group’s livestreaming base 

in the central Chinese city of Wuhan 

uses AI visualization tools that allow 

shoppers to preview how appliances 

would fit into their homes, creating 
a near-realistic experience.

Tmall has leveraged AI to 

help hundreds of thousands 

of merchants boost marketing 

efficiency, including a system that 
matches discount coupons with 

potential buyers more precisely. 

The system covers a wide range of 

sectors, including fashion, beauty, 

electronics, home appliances, food, 

pet products, and sports and outdoor 

equipment, and it has improved 

consumer conversion rates.

Analysts believe China’s 

policies to stimulate consumption 

are likely to be strengthened further 

as the world’s second-largest 

economy seeks to expand domestic 

demand to boost its economy.

The Communist Party of 

China (CPC) Central Committee’s 

recommendations for formulating 

the 15
th
 Five-Year Plan (2026-

2030) for China’s economic and 

social development call for a notable 

increase in the GDP share of household 

consumption, and for strengthened 

inclusive policies that benefit consumers 
directly, among a series of measures to 

vigorously boost consumption.

Feng Lin from Golden Credit 

Rating believes that in addition to 

the recently released fourth batch 

of funding for China’s trade-in 

programs, it is possible that more 

support funds will be earmarked to 

cover non-durable consumer goods 

in the fourth quarter, and more 

related consumption vouchers will 

be issued nationwide.         – Xinhua

This drone photo taken yesterday shows staff members arranging goods at an 
international express management center in Rongcheng City, Shandong Province. 
E-commerce and logistics companies across China were working at full capacity during 
the annual “Double Eleven” (November 11) shopping festival yesterday.        – Xinhua 

BEIJING – China urges 

the United States to resume its 

cooperation with the Universal 

Periodic Review (UPR) as soon as 

possible, accept all parties’ review, 

and actively address its own 

human rights violations, foreign 

ministry spokesperson Lin Jian 

said yesterday.

The US side has reportedly 

refused to attend its UPR to be 

held at the United Nations Human 

Rights Council (UNHRC), making 

it impossible for the process to 

proceed as planned. Last week, 

the UNHRC adopted a decision 

by consensus expressing regret 

over the United States’ refusal to 

participate.

When asked for comments on 

this, Lin told a daily news briefing 
that the UPR is an important 

mechanism created through 

the UN General Assembly by a 

resolution to strengthen human 

rights exchange and cooperation.

UN member states should 

constructively participate in the 

review, make clear their human 

rights conditions, and be open 

to other parties’ constructive 

suggestions, he added.

The US side issues so-called 

annual human rights report 

with irresponsible comments on 

other countries’ human rights 

conditions while refusing to fulfill 
its obligations to work with UN 

human rights agencies.

“This typical move of double 

standard fully shows that the 

United States does not truly care 

about human rights and takes 

a selective approach on UN 

mechanisms,” said Lin.
Through advocating the 

Global Governance Initiative, the 

Chinese side stands ready to work 

with the international community 

to practice multilateralism, put 

people front and center, and keep 

the international human rights 

cause on a sound track, said the 

spokesperson.             – Xinhua

Tourists pick citrus fruit in Lianshi Town of Nanxun District, Huzhou City in 
Zhejiang Province, yesterday. The citrus fruit in Lianshi have entered the harvest 
season recently, attracting tourists to enjoy fruit picking here.    – Xinhua 

PLA Air Force marks 76th anniversary with more 
advanced, intelligent equipment

‘Double 11’ shopping bonanza ignites fresh 
surge in consumer spending

China urges US to resume 
cooperation with human 

rights review: spokesperson
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John Dimain with Pam Castro 
and Cecil Morella in Manila

TUGUEGARAO CITY – Rescuers 
using backhoes and chainsaws began 
digging the Philippines out from the 
devastation of Typhoon Fung-wong 
yesterday, as floodwaters receded in 
hundreds of villages and the storm’s 
death toll climbed to 25.

Fung-wong, which displaced 1.4 
million people, had weakened into a 
severe tropical storm even as it began 
dumping rain on neighbouring Taiwan 
ahead of today’s expected landfall.

It was the second major typhoon 
to hit the Philippines in days, after 
Typhoon Kalmaegi last week 
rampaged through the archipelago’s 
central islands on its way to killing 232 
people, according to the latest figures.

In coastal Isabela province, a 
town of 6,000 remained cut off 
from help yesterday, a civil defence 
spokesman told AFP, with parts 
of neighbouring Nueva Vizcaya 
province similarly isolated.

“We are struggling to access these 
areas,” said Cagayan Valley region 
spokesman Alvin Ayson, who added 
that landslides had prevented rescuers 
from reaching affected residents.

Others were “now in evacuation 
centres, but when they get back to 
their homes, their rebuilding will take 
time and face challenges”, he said.

A 10-year-old boy had been killed 
by one of the landslides in Nueva 
Vizcaya, the spokesman added.

The child was among 25 deaths 
recorded in an updated toll released 
yesterday by national civil defence 
deputy administrator Rafaelito 
Alejandro, who said many of those 
killed had died in landslides.

Nineteen of the deaths were 
recorded in the country’s Cordillera 
mountain range.

‘So tired’
In an earlier phone interview, 

Alejandro told AFP that even “early 
recovery” efforts would take weeks.

“The greatest challenge for us 
right now is the restoration of lifelines, 
road clearing, and restoration of 
power and communication lines, but 
we are working on it.”

In hardest-hit Catanduanes island, 
issues with the water supply could 
take up to 20 days to fix, he said.

Jossa Floranza, a resident of the 
island’s Virac town, told AFP that 
another typhoon had already forced 
her to move neighbourhoods, only to 
see her new home destroyed as well.

“We thought we were safe here,” 
the 34-year-old said, adding the family 

was driving 20 minutes by motorbike 
to get water from a nearby river.

“My neighbours said this was 
the first time that they experienced 
flooding in this area,” Floranza said. 
“I am very tired of this. So tired.”

In Taiwan yesterday, schools 
and offices were closed in multiple 
counties as the approaching storm 
intensified the northeast monsoon, 
triggering heavy rain.

Up to 400 millimetres of rain 
is expected over the next 24 hours, 
government and weather officials said.

President Lai Ching-te urged 
people to avoid mountainous areas, 
beaches and “other dangerous 
locations” to “get through this 
period safely”.

‘Strongest typhoon’
In Cagayan, part of the 

Philippines’ largest river basin, 
provincial rescue chief Rueli 
Rapsing told AFP on Monday that 
a flash flood in a neighbouring 
province had caused the Chico 
River to burst its banks, sending 
residents scrambling to their roofs.

Yesterday, an AFP journalist 
rode with rescuers using boats to 
navigate streets flooded chest deep 
to pick up those still trapped.

“The water level here at Centro 
4 village is rising,” a Cagayan 
information officer in another boat 
said in a video posted to Facebook.

“There are residents still in the 
upper floors of multi-storey houses,” 
he said without giving his name.

The day before, 24-year-old 
Mark Lamer of Cagayan’s Tuao 
town told AFP it was the “strongest 
typhoon I have ever experienced”.

“We didn’t think the water 
would reach us. It had never risen 
this high previously,” he said.

More than 5,000 people were safely 
evacuated before the overflowing 
Cagayan River buried the small city of 
Tuguegarao about 30 kilometres away.

Scientists warn that storms 
are becoming more powerful due 
to human-driven climate change. 
Warmer oceans allow typhoons to 
strengthen rapidly and a warmer 
atmosphere holds more moisture, 
which means heavier rainfall.

Typhoon Kalmaegi last week 
sent floods rushing through the towns 
and cities of the central Philippines, 
sweeping away cars, riverside 
shanties and shipping containers.

President Ferdinand Marcos 
said Monday that a “state of national 
calamity” declared over Kalmaegi 
would be extended to a full year. – AFP

Residents stand on the roof of their flooded house in Ilagan City, Isabela province, 
north of Manila yesterday, as flood waters continue to inundate homes due to heavy 
rains brought about by Super Typhoon Fung-wong.                – AFP

Montira Runggirajittranon
BANGKOK – Thailand’s 

army said yesterday “hostilities 
still remain” with Cambodia, a 
day after Bangkok suspended the 
implementation of a US-backed 
peace deal over a landmine blast 
that wounded four troops.

The deal, brokered by US 
President Donald Trump in 
October, was meant to wind down 
a conflict that peaked with five 
days of clashes in July that killed at 
least 43 people and displaced about 
300,000 civilians on both sides.

Both sides agreed under the 
pact to withdraw heavy weapons 
from the border region and to 
give access to ceasefire monitors. 
Thailand also pledged to return 18 
captured Cambodian troops.

Cambodia said the situation 
on the border “remains calm”. 
However, Thailand’s response 
suggested that tensions have 
returned with the suspension of the 
pact’s implementation.

“The truth has become clear 
that hostilities still remain,” Royal 
Thai Army (RTA) chief Pana 
Klaewblaudtuk said in a statement.

“The Thai Army needs to 
suspend the joint declaration to 
safeguard our right to self-defence,” 
it said, referring to the pact.

Thailand has often accused 
Cambodia of laying new landmines 
along their border in breach of the 
Ottawa Convention banning anti-
personnel mines.

The RTA said four soldiers 
were wounded by Monday’s 
landmine blast in Sisaket province.

‘Predictable’
Apparent mine blasts wounding 

Thai troops were a key catalyst when 

tensions flared in July, igniting a 
long-standing territorial dispute over 
a smattering of border temples.

Cambodia’s defence ministry 
said yesterday it “expresses its 
regret” over the latest mine blast 
but that the munitions were relics 
of past conflicts.

“After the incident, both 
military forces on the front lines 
had communicated with each other 
and as of now the situation remains 
calm,” it said in a statement.

The ministry said Cambodia 
“remains committed” to the peace 
deal, signed in Kuala Lumpur on 
October 26 under the stewardship 
of Trump and Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim as chair 
of the ASEAN regional bloc.

International Crisis Group’s 
senior analyst for Southeast Asia 
Matthew Wheeler said it was 
“predictable” that the agreement 
would break down.

“It was plainly concluded 
to placate President Trump on 
matters unrelated to the conflict, 
namely, trade and Trump’s desire 

to be perceived as a peacemaker,” 
he said in a statement.

Thailand’s Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul has confirmed 
he will delay the release of the 
captured Cambodian troops, a key 
plank of the peace plan.

Anutin chaired a National 
Security Council meeting in 
Bangkok yesterday morning and 
was due to travel to Sisaket later to 
meet the wounded soldiers.

Foreign Minister Sihasak 
Phuangketkeow told reporters 
the suspension of the deal’s 
implementation would be reported 
to the United States and Malaysia.

“It is also important that 
Cambodia take responsibility by 
showing regret, participating in the 
investigation and ensuring this does 
not happen again,” Sihasak said.

The Thai-Cambodia truce has 
generally held since July 29.

However, analysts have said 
a comprehensive peace pact 
adjudicating the territorial dispute 
at the core of the conflict remains 
elusive.      – AFP

Thailand’s Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul (centre) walks after chairing a National 
Security Council (NSC) meeting at the Government House in Bangkok yesterday. – AFP

YANGON – A declared 
military crackdown has left some 
destruction at a major scam 
compound in Myanmar, satellite 
images analysed by AFP show, but 
most buildings are still standing in 
pictures taken up to Sunday.

One expert said the images 
were evidence that military raids 
were limited in order to preserve 
the hugely profitable illicit industry, 
but highly publicised to imply 
meaningful action had been taken.

AFP analysis of satellite images 
of KK Park, one of the highest-
profile scam centres in war-torn 
Myanmar’s loosely governed 
border regions, showed recent 
damage to around 100 buildings.

That amounted to about a 
quarter of the complex.

An AFP investigation in October 
revealed construction at KK Park 
had continued apace following 
another much-publicised crackdown 
earlier this year, suggesting the black 
market business was still booming.

The military subsequently 
announced raids, with state newspaper 

The Global New Light of Myanmar 
saying Sunday: “Currently, all the 
buildings are being demolished.”

The satellite images from Planet 
Labs PBC were taken between 
October 30 and Sunday, and showed 
22 buildings destroyed and some 80 
damaged or probably damaged.

There did not appear to be 
destruction in the complex’s central 
section, which has been extensively 
developed in recent months.

Some areas, obscured by cloud 
cover, could not be analysed and 
satellite imagery can provide only 
limited insight to the extent of the 
destruction. AFP was not able to verify 
the situation directly on the ground.

Residents near KK Park and 
have reported hearing intermittent 
explosions since the latest raids 
were announced, and state TV 
this weekend showed buildings 
being detonated and excavators 
demolishing structures.

But Jason Tower, senior expert 
at the Global Initiative against 
Transnational Organised Crime, told 
AFP the military was conducting a 

“PR stunt in KK Park” – creating 
the illusion of a crackdown.

The military has ruled Myanmar 
since snatching power in a 2021 coup 
that sparked civil war, and has been 
accused of mustering the support of 
powerful militias by allowing them 
to profit from the scam hubs.

The junta’s key international 
backer China has also lobbied it with 
pressure to shut them down, analysts 
say, requiring a balancing act to keep 
both crucial allies on side.

Many scam hub workers are 
willing employees, while others 
claim they were trafficked by 
criminal syndicates who target cons at 
foreigners ranging from gullible bank 
managers to widowed housewives.

While the current upheaval 
caused around 1,500 workers to 
flee over the border to Thailand, 
experts say many more likely 
remained behind and went to work 
at other nearby scam hubs.

“The Myanmar military’s 
claims that it has dismantled scam 
syndicates are entirely false,” 
Tower said.     – AFP

Thailand says ‘hostilities’ remain 
despite Cambodia peace pact

Images show Myanmar scam hub largely 
standing despite crackdown

Philippines digs out from Typhoon 
Fung-wong as death toll climbs
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NEW DELHI – Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi flew to neighbouring Bhutan 
yesterday to open a giant hydropower 
project with the king of the Himalayan 
nation, where electricity is its key export.

Carbon-negative Bhutan has aggressively 
promoted hydropower projects, earning 
substantial revenue by exporting electricity to 
energy-hungry India, as well as utilising the cheap 
power for its own drive to mine cryptocurrency.

Modi and King Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck are scheduled to inaugurate 
the 1020 megawatt Punatsangchhu-II 
hydropower project, co-developed with 
India and among the biggest in Bhutan.

“The visit will also mark another 
major milestone in our successful energy 
partnership”, Modi said in a statement as he 
departed New Delhi.

Tiny but strategic Bhutan is squeezed 
between giants China and India, and courted 
by both.

Modi said his visit would deepen ties 
and that their partnership was a “key pillar” 
of India’s “neighbourhood first” policy.

India is Bhutan’s main trading partner, 
making up more than 80 percent of its trade 
– US$1.78 billion overall in 2024-25 – 
according to India’s commerce ministry.

Bhutan’s embassy in New Delhi says 

hydropower contributes nearly two-thirds of 
its total exports.

India’s exports to Bhutan totalled 
US$1.3 billion in 2024-25, ranging from 
petroleum products to iron and steel, grains 
and smartphones. Bhutan in turn exported 
products totalling US$513 million, including 
electricity and construction materials.

New Delhi said in September it would 
build the first cross-border railway to Bhutan.

Bhutan champions a policy of prioritising 
“Gross National Happiness” over growth but 
that has not helped the government deal with 
widespread unemployment, forcing thousands 
of young people to leave the country.

Bhutan’s GDP per capita is around 
US$3,718, according to the World Bank.

The mountainous kingdom is seeking to 
diversify its economy, taking advantage of 
abundant hydropower and a cool mountain 
climate to power vast computer farms to 
mine cryptocurrency.

Its state-run Druk Holding and 
Investment (DHI) invested US$539 million 
– nearly a fifth of its total GDP – to establish 
cryptocurrency operations in 2021-2022, 
according to the World Bank.

It has since developed sizeable crypto 
holdings, although the exact value is not 
public.          – AFP

This handout photograph 
taken yesterday and 
released by the Indian 
Press Information Bureau 
(PIB) shows India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
(left) shaking hands 
with Bhutan’s King 
Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck during the 
Fourth King’s 70th Birth 
Anniversary celebrations 
at Changlimethang 
Celebration Ground in 
Thimphu.                  – AFP

Zain Zaman Janjua
ISLAMABAD – Charred vehicles and a 

mangled motorcycle lay outside Islamabad’s 
district court yesterday, their metal frames still 
warm as investigators sealed off the area where 
a suicide bomber had killed at least 12 people.

It was a rare assault at the heart of 
Pakistan’s capital where blood stained a two-
way street, and shattered glass glimmered 
among the debris.

“It was a very strong and terrifying 
explosion,” said Khalid Mandokhel, a 
24-year-old lawyer.

“Many of the victims were bystanders,” 
he told AFP at the scene.

The blue police van hit in the blast stood 
crippled at the entrance, its metal pierced by 
shrapnel and tyres shredded, as investigators 
documented every mark on the vehicle.

More than 25 people were wounded in 
the attack.

Rustam Malik, another lawyer, said he 
“heard a loud bang at the gate” as he entered 
the complex, where daily, hundreds of 
people arrive to sort out legal matters.

They did not expect to leave with their 
lives hanging by a thread. “There was thick 
smoke,” Malik told AFP.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi told 
journalists outside the court that the attacker 
had lingered outside the building for several 
minutes before striking.

“He could not go inside [the complex]; 
he blew himself up near the police vehicle,” 
Naqvi said.

‘Complete chaos’
The complex, home to several courts, is 

usually one of the busiest areas in Islamabad 
during the day. Nearby offices of senior 
administration and police officials add to the 
dense crowds.

Outside the government-run hospital 
where most of the victims were taken, 
people were milling about as rescue workers 
wheeled people with head and leg injuries 
into the emergency room. Security guards, 
on alert, prevented the media from entering.

Back at the blast site, cordoned off 
at several points, investigators gathered 
evidence until late afternoon.

A heavy presence of police and 
paramilitary soldiers combed through the 
wreckage as a stray dog rummaged through 
the remains, sniffing at the scattered debris.

Malik recalled “complete chaos” – 
lawyers and visitors running in panic after the 
explosion thundered through the compound.

As investigators processed the scene, the 
lawyer waited patiently for police clearance 
so he could collect his vehicle which was 
damaged in the attack.

“I saw two dead bodies lying at the gate 
and several cars were on fire,” he said.  – AFP

Asma Hafiz and Jalees Andrabi
NEW DELHI – Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi yesterday called a deadly 
car explosion in the heart of the capital a 
“conspiracy”, vowing those responsible will 
face justice.

Police are yet to give exact details of what 
caused Monday’s incident near the historic 
Red Fort, one of India’s most well-known 
landmarks, and the site of the prime minister’s 
annual Independence Day speech.

The blast killed at least eight people, and 
19 others were injured when flames ripped 
through several vehicles.

It was the first significant security incident 
since a shooting attack in late April that left 26 
mainly Hindu civilians dead at the tourist site 
of Pahalgam in Indian-administered Kashmir, 
triggering clashes with Pakistan.

“I assure everyone that the agencies will get 
to the bottom of the entire conspiracy,” Modi said, 
in a speech during a state visit to neighbouring 
Bhutan, without giving further details. “All those 
involved will be brought to justice.”

Indian authorities have stepped short of 
calling the blast an attack, saying they were 
awaiting forensic analysis.

But yesterday, the home affairs ministry said 
that India’s anti-terrorism force, the National 
Investigation Agency, are leading the probe.

The explosion on Monday came hours after 
Indian police said they had arrested a gang and 
seized explosive materials and assault rifles.

Police said the men were linked with 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, a Pakistan-based 
Islamist group, and Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind, a 
Kashmir offshoot of jihadist group Al-Qaeda.

Both groups are listed as terrorist 
organisations in India.

Home Minister Amit Shah, after chairing 
security talks following the blast, said he had 

instructed officials “to hunt down each and 
every culprit behind this incident”, he said in 
a statement.

“Everyone involved in this act will face 
the full wrath of our agencies,” he added.

‘People were burning’
New Delhi’s deputy chief fire officer AK 

Malik told AFP shortly after the explosion 
that eight people had been killed.

The Press Trust of India news agency 
reported yesterday that the death toll had risen to 
12, although that figure has not been confirmed.

Witnesses described to AFP how the car 
exploded in traffic and how people caught up 
in the surge of flames were set on fire.

“People were on fire and we tried to 
save them... Cars and people were burning 
- people inside the cars were burning,” said 
Dharmindra Dhaga, 27.

“I was telling the public to save them, 
rescue them, and get them out. The public was 
busy making videos and taking photos.”

The emergency ward at Delhi’s LNJP 
hospital was chaotic after the explosion as 
wounded people streamed in and doctors 
rushed to treat them.

In the attack in April in Pahalgam, Indian 
authorities were swift to accuse Pakistan of 
backing the gunmen – claim denied by Islamabad.

That attack sparked clashes between the 
nuclear-armed arch rivals in May, when more 
than 70 people were killed in missile, drone and 
artillery exchanges before a ceasefire was struck.

Yesterday, after a suicide bomber in 
Islamabad killed at least 12 people, Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif blamed 
“terrorist proxies backed by India”.

He did not provide any evidence and there 
was no immediate response from New Delhi. 
               – AFP

Isabelle Leong
LANGKAWI – Rescued after days 

stranded on a Malaysian island, weak and 
shaken Iman Shorif recounted yesterday how 
he watched a child drown when their boat 
carrying migrants from Myanmar capsized.

Iman, who is 18 and from Myanmar’s 
persecuted Rohingya minority, survived last 
week’s shipwreck off the Thai-Malaysian 
coast that killed at least 26 people.

He was picked up by a Malaysian rescue boat 
in a bay on Langkawi island, five days after the boat 
carrying some 70 undocumented migrants sank 
close to the maritime border between Southeast 
Asian neighbours Thailand and Malaysia.

Speaking to journalists after his rescue, 
Iman said the boat journey “started from 
Buthidaung”, a small township in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state, and had gone on “for five to six 
days” before it went down.

When the boat sank, “I saw one death... 
it was a child, I saw him drowning,” said the 
visibly weak teenager.

Rescuer Mohd Zamri Abdul Ghani said 
Iman was spotted when he waved with a 
polystyrene board.

“We were really moved when we found 
him... Because it’s already the fourth day” of 
the search mission, Zamri told journalists.

“He was excited to see us... Physically, he 
looked exhausted.”

Iman was stranded near a waterfall, meaning 
he had a source of fresh water, the rescuer said.

Missing boat
Officials say the migrants on the capsized 

boat were members of the Rohingya 
community trying to reach Malaysia.

They were likely part of a larger group of some 
300 people who had left Myanmar two weeks ago, 
and were split between at least two boats.

Police reported the second vessel as 
missing and its fate was unknown.

As search operations continued, Malaysian 
authorities said another eight bodies had been 
recovered by yesterday afternoon, taking the 
total to 20.

On the Thai side, an official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity that six bodies had 
been found, including at least two who carried 
identification cards issued by the United 
Nations’ refugee agency UNHCR.

Fourteen survivors, mainly Rohingya 
and Bangladeshi citizens, have been rescued 
in Malaysian waters since rescue operations 
started on Sunday.

At least 12 vessels were searching for 
survivors in an area of around 250 square 
nautical miles, roughly the same size as the 
city-state of Singapore.

‘Urgent concerns’
Relatively affluent Malaysia is home to 

millions of migrants from poorer parts of Asia, 
many of them undocumented, working in 
industries including construction and agriculture.

But sea crossings, facilitated by human 
trafficking syndicates, are hazardous and 
often lead to overloaded boats capsizing.

The Rohingya have been persecuted in 
Myanmar for decades, and thousands risk 
their lives every year to flee repression and 
civil war, often aboard makeshift boats.

In 2024, some 657 Rohingya died in the 
region’s waters, according to UNHCR figures.

Medical charity Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF) said yesterday that the latest shipwreck 
“raises urgent humanitarian concerns”.

“No one leaves Myanmar or Bangladesh 
by choice – these are dangerous boat journeys 
undertaken by people out of fear for their 
lives,” MSF said in a statement.       – AFP

Modi visits Bhutan to open 
hydropower project

Modi calls deadly Delhi blast ‘conspiracy’

Shock follows carnage after suicide bombing 
in Islamabad

Teen rescued days after migrant shipwreck o! Malaysia
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Akshata Kapoor and Peter 
Hutchison

LONDON – The BBC’s 

outgoing boss urged staff to “fight” 
for its journalism yesterday as the 

broadcaster grappled with how to 

respond to Donald Trump’s threat 

of a lawsuit over a misleading edit 

of the US president.

Tim Davie’s rallying cry came 

after Trump threatened to sue the 

BBC for US$1 billion in a row 

that has renewed pressure on an 

organisation that is regularly used 

as a political football and often 

caught up in culture wars.

The controversy also lifted 

the lid on tensions at the top of 

the renowned institution over the 

coverage of issues such as the 

war in Gaza, and put the British 

government in a tricky spot with 

its closest ally.

“I see the free press under 

pressure, I see the weaponisation. 

I think we’ve got to fight for our 
journalism,” outgoing director 
general Davie reportedly told staff, 

two days after he and BBC News 

CEO Deborah Turness resigned 

over the furore.

On Monday, the BBC apologised 

for giving the impression that 

Trump had directly urged “violent 

action” just before the assault on 
the US Capitol by his supporters in 

2021 in a documentary that aired in 

October last year.

Trump’s lawyers wrote a letter 

to the BBC, giving it until Friday 

to “appropriately compensate” the 
president for “harm caused” by the 
edit, or face a US$1 billion lawsuit 

for damages.

In his address to staff, Davie 

admitted the broadcaster had made 

“some mistakes that have cost 

us” and conceded that times were 
“difficult”, the BBC reported.

But he added: “We will thrive 

and this narrative will not just be 

given by our enemies: It’s our 

narrative,” according to UK media.
The BBC, which is funded 

by the British public, has faced 

growing accusations of bias from 

different ideological camps.

Board divisions
The latest crisis, which 

spiralled after the Daily Telegraph 

last week leaked a memo by former 

BBC advisor Michael Prescott, has 

also laid bare some of the divisions 

within the BBC and its board.

In his report, Prescott raised 

concerns about anti-Israel bias in 

the BBC’s Arabic service, coverage 

of the Gaza war, and its reporting 

on trans issues, among others.

In a public apology for the 

Trump speech edit, BBC chair 

Samir Shah on Monday said the 

broadcaster had taken steps to 

address other issues in Prescott’s 

memo, vowing to reform oversight 

within the organisation.

Some current and former 

BBC journalists have blamed 

right-wing board members for 

leading the charge that the BBC 

is “institutionally biased” – an 
allegation that Turness denied.

However, Mark Urban, a 

former BBC editor and presenter, 

suggested in a blog that “culture 

wars” and liberal voices were also 
at fault for the lapses.

The row comes at a politically 

sensitive time for the BBC, 

which is due to renegotiate the 

Royal Charter that outlines the 

corporation’s governance. Its 

current charter will end in 2027.

Davie said that despite recent 

controversies – which have 

prompted calls for changing the 

licence-fee funding model that the 

BBC depends on – the broadcaster 

was in a “really good position to 

get a good charter”.
UK Prime Minister Keir 

Starmer’s Labour government is 

performing a difficult tight-rope act 
between backing the public service 

broadcaster’s independence without 

being seen to side with it against 

Trump, who it has studiously sought 

to keep on side.

Trump has been accused of 

waging a hostile campaign to stifle 
US news and media organisations 

since returning to power in January, 

and his lawyers are threatening to 

sue the BBC in Florida.

They would be too late to file 
a lawsuit in the UK, where there 
is generally a one-year time limit 

for bringing libel claims, given that 

the documentary was aired in the 

UK in October 2024.
But Trump would face other 

challenges. Media and defamation 

lawyer Matthew Gill told AFP the 

Panorama documentary would 

likely have had a “very small 

audience” in the United States, 
making it harder to prove harm 

caused to Trump.     – AFP

BBC correspondent David Sillito speaks on camera as he reports from outside the 
entrance to the BBC offices in London yesterday.             – AFP 

DUBLIN – Catherine Connolly, 

a leftwing, outspoken critic of the 

United States, was inaugurated as 

Ireland’s new president in Dublin 

yesterday, after a landslide election 

win last month.

The 68-year-old barrister, whose 

term lasts seven years, becomes 

the 10
th
 president since the Irish 

state was founded in 1922 after 

independence from Britain.

After receiving a seal of office 
at a ceremony in Dublin Castle, 

she formally replaced 84-year-
old Michael Higgins who held the 

largely ceremonial post since 2011.

Higgins gained a reputation for 

pushing the limits of the presidency 

by commenting often on government 

policy, both domestic and foreign.

Connolly, who also criticises 

the European Union, said in her 

inauguration speech that Ireland’s 

history meant it was “well placed to lead 

and articulate alternative diplomatic 

solutions to conflict and war”.
An independent candidate 

backed by all the main leftist 

parties, Connolly cruised to victory 

in the October 24 vote.
She won 63 percent of valid 

first preference votes, well ahead of 

centrist rival Heather Humphreys of 

the governing Fine Gael party.

Nearly 13 percent of the 1.65 

million ballots cast were “invalid”, 
a record in modern Irish elections.

Connolly galvanised a leftist 

youth vote impressed by her softly 

spoken but direct style and staunch 

pro-Palestinian views.

The fluent Irish speaker has vowed 
to raise Irish – an official language of 
the state but spoken by few people 

daily – to the primary language of the 

presidential residence.

Although Connolly’s role has 

limited political power, her tenure 

could nonetheless herald an era 

of increased friction between the 

presidency and government.

Connolly has pledged to 

prioritise progress towards unity 

between the Irish republic and 

Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland’s First Minister 

Michelle O’Neill, of the leftist-

nationalist Sinn Fein, was in the 

audience. Deputy First Minister 

Emma Little-Pengelly of the pro-

UK Democratic Unionist Party 
said she had a diary clash due to 

Remembrance Day commitments 

and declined the invitation.    – AFP

Newly inaugurated Irish President Catherine Connolly delivers a speech at the 
inauguration ceremony for Ireland’s new head of state in Dublin Castle, Dublin, 
yesterday.                    – AFP

MADRID – Spain’s Catholic 

Church said yesterday it is 

investigating the bishop of Cádiz 

following accusations that he 

abused a youth during the 1990s.

The announcement by the Cádiz 

and Cueta diocese followed a report 

by El País newspaper that the Vatican 

had launched an investigation into 

Bishop Rafael Zornoza.

A diocese statement said the 

case was put last week before an 

apostolic tribunal in Spain. It said 

the accusations were almost 30 

years old and called them “very 

serious and, moreover, false”.
Zornoza has “temporarily 

suspended” all engagements “to 
clarify the facts and to follow his 

treatment for an aggressive cancer,” 
the statement said, calling for respect 

for “the presumption of innocence”.
El País said Zornoza sexually 

abused the youth in the 1990s when 

he was a priest running a seminary 

at Getafe near Madrid.

The victim said the unwanted 

“caresses” and “kisses” were made 
when he was between the ages 

of 14 and 21 during camps and at 
the seminary, the report said. The 

accusations are outside the statute of 

limitations for criminal action in Spain.

El País said, however, that the 

victim had sent the accusations 

to the Vatican this year and it had 

ordered an inquiry.

Neither the bishop, nor the 

Vatican responded to AFP’s 

questions. The Archbishop of 

Madrid José Cobo spoke of a 

“drama” when questioned by 
journalists about the case, however.

The Spanish church has been 

regularly criticised over its lack of 

action against sexual abuse by priests.

Pope Leo XIV in September 

dismissed an Italian deacon 

convicted of child abuse, in his first 
major sanction against sexual abuse 

since he became the Catholic leader 

in May.       – AFP

GENEVA – Global demand for 

air conditioning could more than 

triple by 2050, the United Nations 

said yesterday, calling for more 

sustainable cooling solutions.

The UN Environment Programme 

(UNEP) said demand could surge due 

to increases in population and wealth 

around the world, combined with 

more extreme heat.

Rising demand for more polluting 

and inefficient cooling systems 
“would almost double cooling-related 

greenhouse gas emissions over 2022 

levels”, said UNEP.
UNEP launched its Global 

Cooling Watch 2025 report on the 

sidelines of the COP30 UN climate 

summit in Belém in the Brazilian 

Amazon.

“Installed cooling capacity is 

on a trajectory to triple by 2050... 

Yet billions will still lack adequate 

protection from heat. We must 

reimagine cooling – not as a source 

of emissions, but as a cornerstone 

of heat resilience and sustainable 

development,” it said.
The most rapid growth in 

cooling demand is projected in 

Africa and South Asia.

“As deadly heat waves become 

more regular and extreme, access to 

cooling must be treated as essential 

infrastructure alongside water, 

energy and sanitation,” UNEP chief 
Inger Andersen said in a statement.

“But we cannot air condition 

our way out of the heat crisis, 

which would drive greenhouse gas 

emissions higher and raise costs.”
UNEP highlighted so-called 

“passive cooling” options, including 
better wall and roof designs, shading, 

solar off-grid solutions and ventilation.

The potential impact on indoor 

temperatures from passive cooling 

strategies range from 0.5 to 8 

degrees Celsius.

“Passive, energy efficient and 
nature-based solutions can help meet 

our growing cooling needs and keep 

people, food-chains and economies 

safe from heat as we pursue global 

climate goals,” said Andersen.
The Cooling Report suggested 

adopting such measures could 

reduce emissions to 64 percent 
below the levels otherwise 

expected in 2050.     – AFP

Leftwinger Catherine Connolly 
inaugurated as Irish president

Spanish bishop probed 
for sexual abuse

BBC must ‘!ght’ for its journalism, 
outgoing chief says amid Trump 

lawsuit threat

Demand for air con set to triple by 2050: UN
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Lucie Lequier
LONDON – A Chinese woman 

who masterminded a multibillion-
US-dollar bitcoin scam and evaded 
authorities for years was sentenced 
to 11 years and eight months in jail 
by a UK court yesterday.

Nicknamed the “goddess of 
wealth”, 47-year-old Qian Zhimin 
was accused of orchestrating a 
Ponzi scheme that defrauded around 
128,000 people in China between 
2014 and 2017.

It raised billions of US dollars, 
much of which was converted to 
bitcoin.

After she came to the UK and 
during a multiyear investigation 
where she evaded capture, British 
police seized 61,000 bitcoin worth 
more than £5 billion (US$6.6 
billion), believed to be a record in 
crytocurrency-related crime.

She was arrested in the northern 
English city of York in 2024.

Qian, who pleaded guilty to 
acquiring and possessing criminal 
property in September, received the 
sentence at London’s Southwark 
Crown Court.

A Malaysian accomplice, Ling 
Seng Hok, also 47, was jailed at the 
same court for four years and 11 
months after he pleaded guilty to 
one count of transferring criminal 
property.

“It has been one of the largest 
money-laundering cases in UK 
history by value and the largest 
confirmed seizure of criminal assets 
in Europe,” a spokesperson for 
London’s police said at a briefing 
on Friday.

“In terms of what will happen 
with the bitcoin seized, the Crown 
Prosecution Services are leading a 
separate civil recovery process,” the 
spokesperson added.

Lavish living
Following scrutiny from 

Chinese authorities, Qian – also 
known as Yadi Zhang – fled her 
home country in 2017 and came 
to Britain. The court heard that she 

evaded UK authorities for around 
six years.

She travelled across Europe, 
staying in upscale hotels and 
buying jewellery including two 
watches worth nearly £120,000 
(US$160,000), the court heard.

With the help of an accomplice, 
Jian Wen, she rented a lavish 
London property for around 
£17,000 a month and claimed to run 
a successful jewellery business.

Qian first drew the attention of 
British authorities in 2018 when she 
attempted to buy a London property 
and suspicions were raised over her 
bitcoin.

Officers raided the rented 
London home, where they found 
laptops containing a bitcoin fortune, 
but did not immediately grasp the 
scale of the fraud.

But police surveillance of Qian’s 
co-defendant Ling led to her arrest 
in April 2024.

Wen was jailed last year for six 
years and eight months over her role 
in the scheme.

Compensation for victims?
Qian’s defence counsel said 

their client did not intend this to 
be “a fraudulent scheme from the 
outset” and “always believed that 
significant profits could be made 
from bitcoin”.

On Monday, after her lawyer 
made a statement about her good 
behaviour in prison and noted 
her isolation due to difficulties 
speaking English, Qian shed a few 
tears.

Fuelled by growing interest, 
bitcoin, which was trading at 
around US$3,600 at the end of 
2018, is currently hovering around 
US$100,000.

Details of a compensation 
scheme for victims proposed by 
British authorities are still being 
thrashed out in London’s High 
Court in civil proceedings, where 
more than 1,300 alleged victims 
have come forward, according to 
sources close to the case.

A Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson told AFP that Chinese 
and British law enforcement 
agencies were “cooperating on 
cross-border fugitive and asset 
recovery” in the case.     

– AFP

This combination of undated handout mugshots released by the Metropolitan Police 
Service (MPS), informally known as Scotland Yard, in London on September 29, 2025 
and accessed on Sunday shows Malaysian national Ling Seng Hok Ling (left) and 
Chinese national Qian Zhimin, alias Yadi Zhang, both of whom have been convicted 
for their roles in a multi billion-US-dollar Bitcoin scam.                – AFP 

LONDON – A UK high court 
judge ruled yesterday that asylum 
seekers can continue to be housed 
in a hotel northeast of London 
which was the target of anti-
immigration protests earlier this 
year.

The local council in Epping 
had launched a legal challenge 
to block the use of the Bell Hotel 
as asylum accommodation, after 
violent protests broke out in July 
and August over accusations 
that one of the hotel’s residents 
sexually assaulted a teenage girl.

Ethiopian asylum seeker 
Hadush Kebatu was convicted 
and later deported for sexually 
assaulting the girl and a woman.

Judge Justice Timothy Mould 
dismissed Epping Forest District 
Council’s bid yesterday, the 
latest in the legal saga which 
has engulfed the hotel and its 
residents.

The council was initially 
granted a temporary injunction 
to stop the hotel from housing 
138 asylum seekers, but that 
was overturned after the interior 
ministry appealed.

Mould ruled that the hotel had 
not breached planning controls 
and could continue to be used as a 
contingency accommodation.

He acknowledged the 
“continuing need for hotels as an 
important element of the supply 
of contingency accommodation to 
house asylum seekers.”

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s 
government, under pressure to 
curb immigration levels, has 
vowed to end the much-criticised 
use of hotels for this purpose by 
2029.

As of June 2025, around 
35,000 asylum seekers were being 
accommodated in under 200 
hotels, according to the judge.

The decision was a “slap in 
the face to the people of Epping”, 
said shadow home secretary Chris 
Philp.

Epping councillor Ken 
Williamson urged the Home 
Office to “reconsider” its position, 
adding that the council was 
“bitterly disappointed”.

A bitter national debate over 
immigration policy has been 
raging in the UK, as frustration 
grows over thousands of 
migrants crossing the Channel 
from France in small boats or 
living in government-provided 
accommodation while they 
await a decision on their asylum 
claims.

– AFP

LONDON – Some 75 British 
MPs yesterday raised concerns 
about the welfare of 15 penguins 
being kept in a windowless space 
at the London Aquarium.

Some of the Gentoo penguins 
have spent years at the Sea Life 
London Aquarium and some have 
never seen the sky, according to 
animal activists.

Lawmakers penned an open 
letter to the environment minister 
expressing “deep concern” for the 
penguins’ welfare.

It is “un-British to keep 
penguins trapped in a basement 
with no daylight or fresh air,” said 
letter coordinator David Taylor, 
Labour MP for a north London 
neighbourhood.

The black-and-white birds, 
native to subantarctic islands and 
northern Antarctica, have been 
living in an enclosure with a pool 
around two metres deep, and 
without access to the outdoors, 
according to animal welfare 
charities Born Free and Freedom 
for Animals.

MPs demanded that the 
environment department 
investigate the conditions, “in light 
of the growing public concern”, 
and intervene if necessary.

Sea Life, which is owned 
by the British theme park giant 

Merlin Entertainments, first 
introduced the orange-beaked 
penguins, known for being speedy 
swimmers, to London in 2011.

Two of the birds, named Polly 
and Ratchet, have endured “14 
years underground”, said Freedom 
for Animals, whose petition – 
which preceded the MPs’ letter – 
garnered over 37,000 signatures.

“Others, like Gilbert and 
Ziggy, have never seen the sky,” 
said the charity.

A spokesperson for Merlin 
Entertainment’s conservation 
team said the enclosure was 
actually on the ground floor, 
adding that the space reproduces 
the birds’ natural habitat as far as 
possible and meets zoo welfare 
standards.

“We have an incredible team 
of conservationists, animal 
welfare specialists, and aquarists 
who are with the penguins 
every day, making sure they’re 
healthy and thriving,” said the 
spokesperson.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s 
spokesperson said the government 
takes “animal welfare extremely 
seriously”.

London Aquarian gets over 
one million visitors every year, 
according to Sea Life.

– AFP

MOSCOW – Russia said 
yesterday it had foiled an Anglo-
Ukrainian plot to hijack a military jet 
carrying a hypersonic missile which 
they planned to take to Romania in 
a “large-scale provocation”.

Russia launched its “special 
military operation” in Ukraine in 
2022.

Russia’s Federal Security 
Service (FSB) said it had “uncovered 
and thwarted an operation by the... 
Ukrainian Ministry of Defence 
and its British supervisors to steal 
a Russian MiG-31 high-altitude 
supersonic fighter jet, which carries 
the Kinzhal hypersonic air-launched 
missile”.

It accused Kyiv of trying 
to “recruit Russian pilots” by 

promising them US$3 million and 
citizenship of a Western country.

Kyiv planned to have the plane 
flown towards a NATO base in 
Constanta on the Black Sea, where 
it would have been “shot down” by 
air-defences, the FSB said.

The security services said 
they had “thwarted the plans 
of the Ukrainian and British 
services to organise the large-scale 
provocation.”

State media published an FSB 
video showing a Russian soldier, 
face concealed, saying that he had 
received an email from a Ukrainian 
intelligence agent trying to recruit 
him for the plot.

In retaliation, the FSB said 
Russian forces had hit a Ukrainian 

military intelligence centre and 
airfield in the Kyiv and Khmelnitsky 
regions.

Throughout its almost four-year 
Ukraine offensive, Russia has been 
hit with sabotage attacks, usually on 
its rail network.

In August 2023, a Russian 
Mi-8 helicopter pilot defected to 
Ukraine after flying into Ukraine in 
an operation led by Kyiv’s security 
services.

His crew members were 
unaware of his intentions and were 
killed as they tried to escape, both 
Kyiv and Moscow had said at the 
time.

The pilot, Maxim Kuzminov, 
was found dead in Spain in February 
2024.       – AFP

UK court rules protest-
hit hotel can continue 

housing asylum seekers

‘It’s un-British’: lawmakers 
raise concerns about 
aquarium penguins

Russia says foiled Ukrainian-UK plot 
to hijack missile-carrying jet

UK court jails Chinese bitcoin 
fraudster for over 11 years
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PARIS – Global tech leaders 

packed Lisbon’s annual Web 
Summit yesterday to talk artificial 
intelligence (AI), robots and 
startups – all under the shadow of 
global tensions over cutting-edge 
hardware and software and the 
resources needed to build them.

Lanyard-wearing visitors were 
exploring bright blue-and-pink stands 
under a grey November sky, on the 
lookout for the latest in quantum 
computing or humanoid robots.

Over four days, the “Davos 
for Geeks” is set to welcome over 
70,000 visitors from 150 countries, 
including 2,500 startups and 1,000 
investors, according to organisers.

China’s climb towards tech 
dominance is on mind of many 
attendees.

“Half the world’s computer 
scientists and computer engineers 
who are on the frontier of these 
technologies are in China,” Nvidia’s 
vice-president of simulation 
technology Rev Lebaredian told AFP.

The US chip giant’s Taiwan-
born chief executive Jensen Huang 
(黃仁勳) warned earlier this month 
that China “is going to win” the race 
to master next-generation AI.

That was despite the fact that 
Nvidia’s most advanced chips – 
used to train and run AI systems 
– are unavailable in China due to 
export restrictions.

“If we try to exclude them, they 
will find a way to go develop the 
same things,” Lebaredian said.

“We will lose the opportunity 
to work with them and benefit from 
the work that they do.”

Web Summit founder Paddy 
Cosgrave had told attendees at 
Monday’s opening night event 
that “this year, more than any year 
before, it’s clear that the era of 
Western tech dominance is fading.”

Robots and autonomous 
cars

The “most advanced humanoid 
robots in the world” on display 
are “not European, they’re not 

American. Instead, they are 
Chinese,” Cosgrave said.

Leading manufacturer Unitree 
was running demonstrations of its 
humanoids on Monday.

And a few metres away, Chinese 
3D printer maker Bambulab’s stand 
showed off machines able to crank 
out physical objects within a few 
hours – themselves designed based 
on text prompts to a generative 
AI model, rather than traditional 
software tools.

Such uses show off a transition 
for AI from “purely software, 
abstract plays, into... the physical 
world,” Lebaredian said.

US speakers in the field will 

include Amazon Robotics boss Tye 
Brady and Robert Playter of Boston 
Dynamics.

Uber president Andrew 
Macdonald and rival Lyft’s chief 
David Risher will talk up schemes 
to fill the streets with robotaxis.

Uber has partnered with Nvidia 
to upgrade tens of thousands of 
vehicles with automation tech from 
2027.

Waymo, a subsidiary of Google 
parent company Alphabet, has said 
its driverless vehicles will arrive 
in London next year. And several 
Chinese manufacturers including 
Baidu and Pony.ai have Europe in 
their sights for an automated car 
rollout.

AI and chips
The struggle for dominance may 

be fiercest in generative artificial 
intelligence.

Cristiano Amon, boss of US 
chip developer Qualcomm, has 
announced AI chips squaring up 
to sector heavyweight Nvidia and 
challenger AMD.

In Lisbon yesterday, he talked 
about future phones as “just a big 
processor that runs AI”.

Several leaders of other top AI 
firms will also appear, including 
Microsoft president Brad Smith.

Monday’s opening night had 
starred Swedish AI firm Lovable, 
one of several firms allowing users 

to create apps and websites via a 
chatbot without coding experience.

British dictionary publisher 
Collins dubbed this “vibe coding” 
approach its word of the year for 
2025.

“We’re seeing 100,000 new 
products built on Lovable every 
single day,” chief executive Anton 
Osika told attendees.

Health and sports
Monday also saw tennis great 

Maria Sharapova praise AI tools’ 
value to sports – from preparing 
athletes for competition to speeding 
up recovery time or stoking fans’ 
engagement.

And wearables, such as watches 
and rings able to monitor sleep, heart 
rate or body temperature, mean that 
tech’s ability to detect initial signs 
of illness will be another hot topic.

Tech sovereignty
Brussels will send Henna 

Virkkunen, the European 
Commission’s digital chief, as the 
27-nation EU is increasingly fearful 
for its technological sovereignty amid 
rising trade and political tensions.

As Brussels pressures American 
and Chinese platforms to tighten 
measures for underage internet 
users, US games publisher Roblox 
– whose game platform is popular 
with minors – will outline how it 
plans to verify players’ ages.  – AFP

Web Summit CEO and Founder Paddy Cosgrave delivers a speech at the opening 
ceremony of the event at Parque das Nações in Lisbon on Monday. The event ends 
on Friday.                    – AFP

CARACAS – Venezuela yesterday 
announced what it called a major, nationwide 
military deployment to counter the US naval 
presence off its coast.

Washington is carrying out a military 
campaign in the Caribbean and eastern 
Pacific, deploying naval and air forces it 
says are aimed at curbing drug trafficking.

But the operation has sparked fears 
in Caracas that the ouster of Venezuelan 
President Nicolás Maduro is the ultimate 
US goal.

Washington’s forces have carried out 
strikes on at least 20 vessels in international 
waters since early September, killing at least 
76 people, according to US figures.

But the United States has yet to release 
evidence that the vessels were used to smuggle 
drugs or posed a threat to the country.

The Venezuelan Defence Ministry 

issued a statement yesterday announcing a 
“massive deployment” of land, sea, air, river 
and missile forces as well as civilian militia.

VTV, the state TV channel, broadcast 
footage of military leaders giving speeches 
in several states.

These high-profile government 
announcements are common in Venezuela 
these days but they do not necessarily lead to 
visible military deployments on the ground.

Last week US President Donald Trump 
played down the prospect of going to war 
with Venezuela but he said Maduro’s days 
were numbered.

The United States has also ordered the 
USS Gerald R. Ford carrier strike group 
to Latin America, deployed F-35 stealth 
warplanes to Puerto Rico and currently has 
six US Navy ships in the Caribbean, as part of 
what it calls counter-narcotics efforts.  – AFP

A pedestrian A pedestrian 
walks past a mural walks past a mural 
depicting the depicting the 
late Venezuelan late Venezuelan 
president Hugo president Hugo 
Chávez in Caracas Chávez in Caracas 
yesterday.     – AFPyesterday.     – AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO – Consumer prices in 
Brazil rose at their slowest pace for the month 
of October in 27 years, bringing inflation 
closer to the government’s target, according 
to official data released yesterday.

This is good news for President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva’s left-wing government, 
whose popularity took a hit earlier this year 
after sharp increases in food prices.

Year-on-year inflation in Latin America’s 
largest economy fell to 4.68 percent in October, 
down from 5.17 percent in September.

This places inflation just above the upper 
limit of the official target rate of 4.5 percent.

Prices increased only 0.09 percent, the 

lowest for any October since 1998, the 
national statistics agency IBGE reported.

In September, prices had risen by 0.48 
percent.

The sharp slowdown was largely driven by 
a drop in household electricity bills, while food 
prices remained stable, rising just 0.01 percent.

To keep inflation under control, the Central 
Bank of Brazil has kept its benchmark interest 
rate at one of the highest levels in the world, 
15 percent, since July.

Economists and financial institutions 
surveyed by the bank’s Focus report now 
expect inflation to end the year at around 4.55 
percent.         – AFP

Banners and national flags are displayed on a fence at the António Agostinho Neto Memorial ahead 
of celebrations for Angola’s 50th Independence Anniversary in Luanda yesterday. Angola regained its 
independence from Portugal on November 11, 1975, after an over decade-long war of liberation in which 
tens of thousands of Angolans and Portuguese were killed.                    – AFP 

US-China tensions weigh on Lisbon’s Web Summit

Venezuela announces big military 
deployment to counter US presence

Brazil marks lowest Oct in!ation 
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RIYADH – Portuguese superstar 
Cristiano Ronaldo yesterday said 
next year’s World Cup would be his 
last as he winds down one of the all-
time great careers.

The 40-year-old forward, with 
more than 950 club and international 
goals, also said he would retire from 
football in “one or two years”.

“Definitely, yes,” he told a Saudi 
forum by video link, when asked if 
2026 would be his final World Cup. 
“I’m gonna be 41 years old and I 
think it will be the moment.”

Ronaldo, who began a lucrative 
stint at Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr in 
2023, also elaborated on comments 
last week when he said he would 
retire “soon”.

“Let’s be honest, when I mean 
soon, it’s probably one or two years 
I’ll still be at the game,” he said.

The five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner is hoping to play at a sixth 
World Cup next year. He came 
closest to lifting the trophy on his 
debut in 2006, when Portugal lost to 
France in the semi-finals.

Portugal have yet to qualify for the 
2026 tournament in the USA, Canada 
and Mexico, but can secure their spot 
if they beat Ireland tomorrow.

Last month, Ronaldo became 
the top goalscorer in World Cup 
qualifying history when he netted 
twice against Hungary to reach 41 
goals, overtaking retired Guatemalan 
international Carlos Ruiz’s 39.

The former Manchester United, 
Real Madrid and Juventus forward is 
also the all-time leading international 
goalscorer with 143 strikes.

During an interview on Piers 
Morgan Uncensored last week, 
Ronaldo opened up further about the 
realities of his looming retirement.

“It will be difficult? Yes. 
Probably will cry, yes. I’m an open 
person. It will be very, very difficult, 
yes,” he said.

Ronaldo joined Al Nassr after 
leaving Manchester United for a 
second time in late 2022, a move 
that heralded an influx of late-career 
stars to the oil-rich kingdom.

Ronaldo initially signed for 200 
million euros a year, according to 

a source close to Al Nassr at the 
time, and inked a two-year contract 
extension in June.

Last month, he was named 
by Bloomberg as the sport’s first 
billionaire, and topped the Forbes 
list of highest-paid footballers for 
the sixth time in a decade.

With on-and off-field earnings 
of an estimated US$280 million, 
Ronaldo will earn more than double 
that of second-placed rival Lionel 
Messi during the upcoming season, 
according to Forbes.

Saudi Arabia, which is spending 
big on sports and entertainment as 
part of its economic diversification 
plan, was named as host of the 2034 
World Cup last December.      – AFP

Cristiano Ronaldo says 2026 World 
Cup ‘de!nitely’ his last

Nassr’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring a goal during 
the Saudi Pro League football against Al-Riyadh SC at Al-Awwal Park in Riyadh on 
September 20.                   – AFP

Atalanta turn to Palladino after Juric sacking
ROME – Atalanta announced the arrival of Raffaele 

Palladino as coach yesterday, following on from the sacking 
of Ivan Juric.

The 2024 Europa League winners said in a statement the for-
mer Italian international had signed a contract until June 30, 2027.

Palladino, 41, cut his coaching teeth at Monza, first with the youth 
teams before taking charge of the first team in 2022 and competing in 
two seasons in the top flight.

He then joined Fiorentina, finishing sixth in Serie A before 
surprisingly departing last July after only one season in charge.

Palladino arrives at a club that has not recovered from the departure 
of its iconic coach Gian Piero Gasperini, who left in the close-season 
after nine years in Bergamo to join Roma.

Struggling Atalanta have won only four matches this campaign - two 
in Serie A and two in the Champions League - out of a total of 15 played.

In the league, they have lost two games in a row and lounge in 13th place 
after 11 rounds, with only six points separating them from the relegation zone.

Atalanta said in a statement that Juric and his coaching staff had all 
been dismissed on Monday as they became the fourth Serie A club to 
change coach this season after Juventus, Genoa and Fiorentina.    – AFP

Yamal released from World Cup qualifiers by 
‘upset’ Spanish federation

MADRID – Lamine Yamal has been released from the 
Spain squad for their upcoming 2026 World Cup qualifying 
matches after undergoing treatment, the Spanish football fed-
eration (RFEF) announced yesterday.

The federation’s medical team announced “their surprise and upset” 
after discovering on Monday that the 18-year-old “had undergone an 
invasive radiofrequency procedure to treat his pubic discomfort that 
same morning”, a statement yesterday said.

Yamal had been due to report for international duty on Monday for 
the start of the Spain team’s training camp.

“This procedure was performed without prior notification to the 
national team’s medical staff, who only learnt of the details through a 
report received... last night (Monday),” the statement added.

The recommended recovery time after such a procedure is seven to 
10 days, according to the RFEF statement, with the federation decid-
ing “to release the player from the current squad” to prioritise Yamal’s 
“health, safety and well-being”.

The Barcelona star has suffered from a groin problem in recent weeks 
and was forced to miss Spain’s last round of qualifiers in October.

Spain top Group E with a 100 percent record after four outings, and 
can book their spot at the World Cup in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico over the next two matchdays.

They take on Georgia on Saturday in Tbilisi, before welcoming 
Turkey to Seville on November 18.         – AFP

Oliver Trust
BERLIN – Wearing 

a shy smile, Florian 
Wirtz stepped onto the 

pitch at the small AOK Stadion 
in Wolfsburg. The home of VfL 
Wolfsburg’s women’s and youth 
teams erupted in warm applause 
from about 4,000 fans for the 
struggling Liverpool striker.

Germany coach Julian Nagels-
mann’s comments struck a chord. 
In a passionate address, the 38-year-
old urged patience and support for 
the 22-year-old forward, while criti-
cizing Liverpool for failing to con-
vert his chances.

“He creates a lot, but they 
don’t finish them. That’s part of 
the truth,” Nagelsmann said. “We 
all need to back him so he can 
clear his head and perform at his 
best - both here and in Liverpool.”

Nagelsmann added that 
Liverpool lacked collective spirit. 
“Every one of the five strikers thinks 
he should be starting,” he noted.

After joining Liverpool from 
Leverkusen for a reported 150 
million euros, Wirtz has often 
found himself on the bench. 

Nagelsmann called the situation 
“complex,” saying the club as 
a whole had been inconsistent 
compared with last season.

“At his age, fluctuations are 
normal,” he said. “You can’t 
expect him to play at the highest 
level nonstop for three years.”

Still, Nagelsmann praised 
Wirtz’s growing intensity and 
recent progress. “Flo has been 
improving week by week,” he 
said. “We all know what he can 
bring to us - and to any club.”

Despite criticism over his recent 
form, Nagelsmann said Liverpool’s 
recent wins over Aston Villa and 
Real Madrid were “promising,” 
even with a “little setback” in a 3-0 
loss to Manchester City.

“I’m in the right place and 
want to help make Liverpool 
successful,” Wirtz had said earlier.

Nagelsmann encouraged him 
to use the international break to 
rebuild confidence. Germany 
faces Luxembourg on Friday and 
Slovakia on Monday in its 2026 
World Cup qualifiers, needing two 
wins to secure top spot in the group.

– Xinhua

PARIS – The penultimate round 
of European qualifiers for the 2026 
World Cup takes place tomorrow, 
Friday and Saturday.

Here, AFP Sport takes a look at 
which teams can book a place at the 
tournament in the United States, Can-
ada and Mexico with a match to spare:

Group A
(Germany, Slovakia, Northern 

Ireland, Luxembourg)
- No team can qualify in the 

next round of fixtures. Luxembourg 
are already out of contention for 
the top two places that either give 
direct qualification for first place or 
a place in a playoff for second place.

Group B
(Switzerland, Kosovo, Slovenia, 

Sweden)
- Switzerland will qualify for 

a sixth successive World Cup 
finals with victory over struggling 
Sweden on Saturday if Kosovo fail 
to beat Slovenia.

The Swiss will also qualify with 
a draw if Kosovo lose.

Group C
(Denmark, Scotland, Greece, 

Belarus)
- No team can qualify in the next 

round of fixtures. Denmark and 
Scotland are already confirmed as 
the top two.

Group D
(France, Ukraine, Iceland, 

Azerbaijan)
- Two-time World Cup winners 

France will qualify for the 2026 
finals with victory over Ukraine 
tomorrow.

Group E
(Spain, Turkey, Georgia, Bulgaria)
- European champions Spain 

will qualify if they see off Georgia 
on Saturday and Turkey fail to win 
against already-eliminated Bulgaria.

Spain, World Cup winners in 
2010, will also wrap up top spot 
with a draw if Turkey suffer a shock 
defeat.

Group F
(Portugal, Hungary, Republic of 

Ireland, Armenia)
- Portugal will secure their 

ticket to the finals with a win over 
Ireland tomorrow, or with a draw if 
Hungary fail to beat Armenia. 

Group G
(Netherlands, Poland, Finland, 

Lithuania, Malta)
- The Netherlands will qualify 

with a win over Poland on Friday. 
Lithuania and Malta are already 
unable to finish in the top two.

Group H
(Austria, Bosnia and Herzegov-

ina, Romania, Cyprus, San Marino)
- Austria will confirm first place 

if they beat Cyprus on Saturday and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina do not win 
against Romania.

Group I
(Norway, Italy, Israel, Estonia, 

Moldova)
- Norway will reach their first 

World Cup since 1998 with a win 
over Estonia if Italy do not beat 
Moldova tomorrow.

A victory over the Estonians 
would all but secure a place for 
Norway, though, due to their far 
superior goal difference over four-
time world champions Italy.

Group J
(Belgium, North Macedonia, 

Wales, Kazakhstan, Liechtenstein)
- Belgium will qualify if they 

win in Kazakhstan on Saturday, 
leaving North Macedonia and Wales 
to fight for second place.

Group K
(England, Albania, Serbia, 

Latvia, Andorra)
- England have already qualified.
Albania can secure a play-off 

place if they beat Andorra and 
Serbia lose to England.

Group L
(Croatia, Czech Republic, Faroe 

Islands, Montenegro, Gibraltar)
- Croatia will seal top spot if 

the beaten finalists in 2018 avoid 
a shock home defeat by the Faroe 
Islands on Friday.

The third-placed Faroes will be 
out of top-two contention with a loss.

– AFP

Nagelsmann backs struggling Wirtz to 
rediscover form for Germany, Liverpool

Football shorts

Who can qualify for 2026 World Cup in 
next round of European quali!ers
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SHENZHEN – 13-year-old Yu 
Zidi of Hebei Province won the 
women’s 200m individual medley 
at the country’s 15th National Games 
yesterday, clocking a new Asian record 
time of two minutes 7.41 seconds.

In May, Yu secured a berth for the 
World Championships at Shenzhen 
after finishing second in the event at the 
National Swimming Championships 
in 2:10.63, the fastest time ever by a 
12-year-old in the discipline.

At the World Championships in 
Singapore in July, Yu further improved 
her personal best to 2:09.21 in the final.

The previous Asian record of 
2:07.57 was set by Ye Shiwen at the 
2012 London Olympics.       – Xinhua

Yu Zidi, 13, breaks Asian record in women’s 
200m medley at National Games

Yu Zidi of Hebei reacts after the women’s 200m individual medley final at the 
15th National Games in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, yesterday. - Xinhua

HUIZHOU – Teenagers 
dominated the skateboarding 
events as the competition at the 15th 
National Games concluded here 
on Monday, with young athletes 
claiming three of the four gold 
medals on offer.

The youngest champion of 
the day emerged in the women’s 
park event. Zou Mingke, 13, of 
Guangdong edged out 12-year-old 
Meng Lingyan of Shandong by just 
0.32 points to take the title.

Each competitor in the park 
event had three runs, with the 
highest score counting as the final 
result. In the decisive third round, 
six of the first seven skaters failed 
to complete their routines, allowing 
Zou - the final contestant - to seize 
victory with a score of 86.92.

“I was really nervous at the 
beginning, but by the last run I 
wasn’t nervous anymore - I was 
just excited to show what I could 
do,” Zou said after the event.

Zou landed a kickflip over the 
“volcano” obstacle - a move she 
had failed to complete in both the 
semifinals and her first two runs in 
the final. “I just wanted to go for 

the hardest line I could. I thought, 
maybe if I pull it off, I could get 
first place,” she said.

Having started skateboarding 
at five, Zou is now a middle school 
student. “I go to class during the 
day and train at night. I usually 
have to do my homework in the 
morning, so it’s pretty tiring,” she 
said. “I was actually happy to take a 
break from school for the National 
Games, but the midterm exams are 
also coming soon.”

In the men’s park final, 2022 
Asian Games champion Chen Ye 
of Guangdong won gold with a 
similar comeback. After losing 
his lead earlier in the last round, 
the 17-year-old stuck to his plan 
and landed a kickflip indy he had 
missed in the previous round, 
earning 87.23 points to secure 
victory.

Chen admitted he was already 
feeling the pressure from younger 
competitors. “I don’t bounce back 
from falls as easily as I did when I 
was a kid,” he laughed.

Looking ahead, Chen said 
he hopes to balance his sporting 
ambitions with education. “Maybe 
I’ll try going to college,” he said. 
“I’ve been skating for so long, 
and I want to experience studying 
with others. But I still want to keep 

competing, especially for Olympic 
qualification - so I haven’t decided 
yet.”

In the women’s street event, 
15-year-old Shandong skater Cui 
Chenxi - who finished fourth at the 
2024 Olympic Games - claimed 
the gold medal, and said she had 
improved both technically and 
mentally since the Olympics.

“The ages between 10 and 15 
are probably an upward phase for 
skateboarders,” Cui said. “So, I just 
want to make the most of this stage 
and work on landing the tricks I’ve 
always wanted to do.”

The men’s street title went to 
relative veteran Pan Jiajie, 25, of 
Guangdong, who landed two tricks 
in competition for the first time.

“I’ve been practicing those two 
tricks for three or four years, but 
never felt completely confident,” 
Pan said. “I’ve had many injuries 
and setbacks along the way, so 
today really feels like a dream 
come true.”

Asked what advice he would 
give to the younger generation, Pan 
said: “The kids are all amazing and 
have so much room to grow. Just 
keep a good mindset and don’t treat 
skateboarding as training. Play, 
have fun and enjoy it.”      – Xinhua

Photos on page 16

Tennis

TURIN – Carlos Alcaraz battled 
to victory over Taylor Fritz at the ATP 
Finals yesterday, moving to within one 
win of securing the year-end number 
one ranking for the second time.

The five-time Grand Slam cham-
pion made it two wins from two in the 
Jimmy Connors Group with a come-
back 6-7 (2/7), 7-5, 6-3 victory over 
last year’s runner-up Fritz in Turin.

He will qualify for the semi-
finals if Alex de Minaur beat home 
hope Lorenzo Musetti in yesterday’s 
second match.

“I’m really happy that I was able 
to come back, find my good tennis,” 
Alcaraz said.

“I just tried to make the most of 
the opportunities that he gave to me. 
I think we played great tennis, some 
great points.”

Alcaraz, who was replaced by 
rival Jannik Sinner as world number 
one following the Paris Masters 
earlier this month, will finish 2025 
at the top of the rankings if he beats 
Musetti tomorrow.

Sinner has to successfully defend 
his Finals title, unbeaten, to have any 
chance of ending the season as number 
one for a second straight year.

Alcaraz now holds a 5-1 
winning record against Fritz, whose 
only win against the Spaniard came 
at the Laver Cup in September.

The United States’ Fritz will face 
De Minaur in his last group contest.

Gruelling first set
Fritz swept aside Musetti in his 

opener on Monday with a dominant 
serving display.

Alcaraz immediately showed he 
would put up stronger resistance on 
return, but Fritz managed to hold in 
a lengthy first game, hitting three 
aces and saving two break points.

The Spaniard also had to dig 
deep to level at 1-1, staving off 
three break points himself.

He appeared to have made the 
most of that mistake as Fritz was 
broken for the first time in the tourna-
ment, but Alcaraz could not consoli-
date the break and dropped serve too.

Both players’ serves continued 
to be tested, with Alcaraz seeing off 
two more break points in the eighth 
game as the first set eventually went 
to a tie-break.

But Fritz powered through the 
breaker, sealing a one-set lead after 
70 minutes with his sixth ace.

Some brutal hitting with his 
forehand brought up the first break 
point of the second set for Fritz in 
the fifth game, but Alcaraz came out 
on top in a dramatic rally to save it.

Alcaraz saw off a second break 
point with an ace and finally got out 
of the draining, 21-minute service 
game when Fritz fired long, celebrat-
ing as if he had won the match.

Fritz fought through a difficult 
game himself to make it 4-all after 
Alcaraz netted a return on break 
point, as the second set edged 
towards another tie-break.

But the American buckled under 
the pressure in the 12th game, as two 
wild unforced errors helped bring 
up three set points for Alcaraz.

The 22-year-old took the second 
opportunity, with a rasping passing 
shot forcing a deciding set.

Fritz managed to stay on 
serve early in the third set, but the 
momentum of the match had shifted 
and Alcaraz grabbed the crucial 
break in the sixth game.

Sixth seed Fritz showed great 
resolve to save three match points in 
game eight, but Alcaraz successfully 
served it out to love, sealing the win 
as Fritz blasted a backhand wide.

– AFP

Teenagers dominate skateboarding 
podium at National Games

Alcaraz !ghts back to beat 
Fritz at ATP Finals

Namibia’s women’s cricket team 
to compete in Emerging Nations 
Trophy in Thailand

Cricket
WINDHOEK – Namibia’s national 

women’s cricket team, the Capricorn Eagles, 
will compete in the 2025 ICC Women’s 
Emerging Nations Trophy.

Cricket Namibia named a 14-player 
traveling squad and said the players look 
forward to showcasing a good brand of 
cricket against formidable opponents on the 
global stage.

“Capricorn, as official partners of our 
women’s team, have enabled us to prioritize and 
develop the women’s game,” Cricket Namibia 
Chief Executive Johan Muller said Monday.

The tournament, to be held in Bangkok, 
from November 18 to December 1, aims to 
accelerate the growth of women’s cricket 
among emerging Associate Member countries 
and regions.

The 2025 edition will feature eight Associate 
Member teams, including Namibia, bringing 
together the top-performing women’s sides 
outside the ICC’s Full Member tier.      – Xinhua

Ons Jabeur expecting her first 
child
Tennis
PARIS – Former world number two 

Ons Jabeur is pregnant with her first child, 
a boy who will be born in April, she has 
announced.

The 31-year-old Tunisian, twice a beaten 
Wimbledon finalist, decided to take a break 
in her career in July after two injury-plagued 
years and is now ranked 79th.

Below a photo of her and husband Karim 
Kamoun holding a Wimbledon-branded 

baby onesie, Jabeur posted on Instagram late 
Monday: “Took a little break to reset and 
recharge... Turns out, we’ve been planning 
the cutest comeback ever.

“The court will have to wait a little longer, 
because soon... we’ll be welcoming our tiniest 
team-mate. Baby boy joining the team in 
April.”

Jabeur is the highest-ranking player from 
an Arab nation in WTA history.

In addition to her exploits at Wimbledon, 
she was also the beaten finalist in the 2022 US 
Open.         – AFP

Sport in brief

Italy’s Jannik Sinner shakes hands with Canada’s Felix Auger-Aliassime after winning 
the match at the ATP Finals tennis tournament in Turin on Monday. The score was 
7-5, 6-1.                             – AFP
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TOKYO – Japanese stage and 

movie actor Tatsuya Nakadai, who 

starred in a string of Akira Kurosawa 

films, including the lead in “Ran”, 

has died aged 92, his acting school 

said yesterday.

Nakadai first rose to fame in 

Japan and internationally under 

director Masaki Kobayashi, who 

cast him in his epic anti-war trilogy 

“The Human Condition” of the late 

1950s and early 1960s.

His acting school, Mumeijuku, 

did not say when Nakadai died or 

give any other details.

Nakadai had a walk-on part in 

Kurosawa’s 1954 classic “Seven 

Samurai” but later effectively 

replaced Toshiro Mifune as the 

famed director’s go-to leading man 

after Mifune went his own way.

He was the main protagonist in 

Kurosawa’s “Kagemusha” (1980), 

which won the Palme d’Or top prize 

at the Cannes film festival.

The actor also played the 

doomed warlord who divides his 

kingdom between his sons in “Ran”, 

Kurosawa’s 1985 film based on the 

Shakespeare play “King Lear”.

Nakadai also starred in Kurosa-

wa’s 1961 samurai film “Yojimbo” 

– with Mifune – and worked with 

other directors, including Hiroshi 

Teshigahara and Kon Ichikawa.

He set up Mumeijuku, a private 

acting school and troupe, in 1975 

together with his late wife, the 

actor Yasuko Miyazaki, educating 

younger actors.

One former pupil is Koji Yakusho, 

who won best actor at the Cannes 

Film Festival in 2023 for his role in 

Wim Wenders’ “Perfect Days”.

Nakadai continued acting until 

recently, performing this year at 

a theatre in the Noto region that 

was still reeling from a deadly 

earthquake on New Year’s Day last 

year.       – AFP

Japanese ‘Ran’ actor Tatsuya Nakadai dies at 92

This photo taken on May 20, 2025 and 
released by Jiji Press yesterday shows 
Japanese actor Tatsuya Nakadai. – AFP 

LONDON – Canadian-born 

British-Hungarian writer David 

Szalay won the Booker Prize on 

Monday for his novel “Flesh”, a 

tortured story of a Hungarian émigré 

who makes and loses a fortune.

Szalay beat five other shortlisted 

authors, including Indian novelist 

Kiran Desai, who won in 2006, and 

Britain’s Andrew Miller, to claim 

the £50,000 (US$65,500) award at a 

ceremony in London.

Szalay had previously been 

shortlisted for the prestigious literary 

honour in 2016 for his last work, “All 

That Man Is”.

His sixth novel, “Flesh” is 

another unflattering exploration of 

masculinity, using sparse prose to 

track the Hungarian protagonist from 

military service in his home country 

to working for the ultra-wealthy in 

London.

His tormented life includes affairs 

with older women and fighting in Iraq.

The five judges considered 135 

books to crown one the best work 

of long-form fiction written in 

English and published in the UK or 

Ireland between October 1, 2024 and 

September 30, 2025.

Among the six shortlisted works, 

one kept dominating the conversation, 

according to chair of the judges Roddy 

Doyle.

He called “Flesh” a “singular” and 

“extraordinary” novel.

“We had never read anything quite 

like it. It is, in many ways, a dark book but 

it is a joy to read,” said Doyle, a writer and 

winner of the 1993 Booker Prize.

The judging panel also included 

“Sex and the City” actor Sarah Jessica 

Parker alongside authors Ayobami 

Adebayo and Kiley Reid as well as 

critic and writer Chris Power.

In an interview with the Booker 

Prize organisation after his novel 

was longlisted, Szalay said he knew 

he wanted to write a book that began 

with Hungary, ended with England 

and that explored “the cultural and 

economic divides that characterise” 

contemporary Europe.

“Writing about a Hungarian 

immigrant at the time when Hungary 

joined the EU seemed like an obvious 

way to go,” he said.

Szalay triumphed over favourites 

Desai and Miller.

Desai was shortlisted for “The 

Loneliness of Sonia and Sunny”, a 

nearly 700-page novel and her first 

work since winning the Booker in 

2006 for “The Inheritance of Loss”.

Miller, who had also previously 

been shortlisted for the award, was 

considered for “The Land In Winter”.

The other shortlisted novels this 

year were Susan Choi’s “Flashlight”, 

Katie Kitamura’s “Audition, and Ben 

Markovits’s “The Rest of Our Lives”.

Last year’s prize was won by 

British writer Samantha Harvey for 

her short novel, “Orbital”, following 

six astronauts as they contemplate 

Earth from the International Space 

Station (ISS).

Harvey presented this year’s 

Booker Prize to Szalay.

Born in Montreal, Canada, Szalay 

grew up in London and now lives in 

Vienna. He is the author of six works 

of fiction.         – AFP

Szalay wins Booker Prize for tortured tale of masculinity

Hungarian-British author David Szalay poses with his book ‘Flesh’ during 
the Booker Prize 2025 shortlist photo call in London on Sunday, on the eve 
of the award announcement that recognises works of fiction in English. He 
won the Booker Prize for his sixth novel, “Flesh,” at a ceremony in London on 
Monday. The book traces the life of a Hungarian man, István, from his troubled 
adolescence in his native country to his return there in old age, with the 
majority of the story taking place in London, where he has emigrated.   – AFP

TEHRAN – Iranian actor Homayoun Ershadi died at 78 

yesterday after a battle with cancer, state news agency IRNA 

reported.

Ershadi rose to international fame with his breakout role 

in the late Abbas Kiarostami’s Palme d’Or-winning “Taste 

of Cherry” (1997), which tells the story of a hopeless man 

looking for someone to bury him after his planned suicide.

The film brought him global recognition and marked the 

start of a late but highly respected acting career.

Born in central Isfahan in 1947, Ershadi studied 

architecture before entering the film industry.

His work also reached international audiences with 

roles in Hollywood productions, such as “The Kite Runner” 

(2007).

He also featured in “A Most Wanted Man” (2014) and 

had a brief appearance in “Zero Dark Thirty” (2012).

Iran’s House of Cinema confirmed his death and offered 

condolences to the artistic community, praising Ershadi as a 

prominent figure of cinema, theatre and television.

Government spokeswoman Fatemeh Mohajerani 

described his passing as “sorrowful”, calling him a “noble 

and thoughtful actor of Iranian cinema” in a post on X. – AFP

Iranian actor Ershadi dies at 78

Iranian actor Homayoun Ershadi poses upon arrival 
for the “Agora” screening during the 2009 Toronto 
International Film Festival held at the Roy Thomson 
Hall, in Toronto on September 12, 2009.                  – AFP 

KING OF PRUSSIA, United 

States – After years of temporary 

pop-up events, streaming giant 

Netflix will make its first foray into 

the theme park space this week, 

rivalling entertainment giants 

Disney and Universal Studios.

The company’s “Netflix 

House” theme park will open its 

doors today at the King of Prussia 

mall – one of the largest shopping 

centres in the United States, 

in the suburbs of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania – in a space 

measuring over 10,000 square 

metres.

The theme park, which will 

offer free admission, plans to 

host a wide range of dining 

and activities, all decorated to 

resemble some of the platform’s 

most popular shows and movies, 

including “Bridgerton,” “Stranger 

Things,” “Squid Game” and 

“KPop Demon Hunters.”

Netflix Chief Marketing 

Officer Marian Lee said the 

company opted against charging 

for admission because “we 

wanted that accessibility. We want 

to be an everyday destination.”

“As we were launching these 

pop-up experiences, it became 

clear that we would actually 

have more flexibility if we had 

a permanent location,” she told 

AFP in a recent interview.

Additional “Netflix House” 

locations are set to open after 

the Pennsylvania attraction, with 

one in Dallas, Texas scheduled to 

debut on December 11 and a third 

on the Las Vegas Strip in Nevada 

by 2027.

“Las Vegas is a very different 

space. It’s not inside of a shopping 

centre, but it is on the Strip...and 

so there, we will programme it a 

little bit differently,” Lee said.

Although Lee did not confirm 

the costs to build these theme 

parks, she said “you can see 

it’s a huge capital investment 

for the company to invest in 

both the space and like all the 

finishings and the fabrications of 

everything.”

As of right now, Lee said 

there no plans to build a “Netflix 

House” internationally. “We’d 

have to think about it in a different 

way,” she said.  – AFP

‘Netflix House’ marks 
streaming giant’s first 

theme park
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Chen Ziyi (right) of Shaanxi competes against Yang 
Chengyu of Guizhou during the women’s 60kg 
boxing final at the 15th National Games in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong Province, yesterday.               – Xinhua

Han Wei (left) of Hebei gives a bouquet of flowers to his girlfriend, Wu Yongmei of Hubei, after the women’s 
rowing four final at the 15th National Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, yesterday.  – Xinhua

Team Shandong celebrates during the 
medal ceremony for the men’s rowing eight 
at the 15th National Games in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong Province, yesterday.  – Xinhua

Zhang Yongchao of Hubei 
competes during the men’s 
skateboard park final at the 15th 
National Games in Huizhou, 
Guangdong Province, yesterday. 

– Xinhua

Players of Shanghai compete during women’s volleyball group 
B match against Zhejiang at the 15th National Games in Macao, 
yesterday.             – Xinhua

Long Jia (red) of Yunnan competes against Han Yue of Jiangsu 
during the women’s freestyle 68kg wrestling final at the 15th National 
Games in Qingyuan, Guangdong Province, yesterday.        – Xinhua


