
Shanghai import expo showcases grow-
ing appeal of vibrant Chinese market

The 8th China International Import Expo (CIIE) has once again 
highlighted the increasing appeal of the vast Chinese market, and 
underscored the consensus of companies worldwide to pursue 
shared growth.     – Commentary on p. 7

US senators take major step 
towards ending record shutdown

The US Senate took a major step towards ending the 
longest government shutdown in the country’s history 
when it cleared the way for a formal debate on a motion 
to resume funding to federal agencies.     –  Story on p. 11

COP30 has a mascot: the !ery-
haired guardian of Brazil’s forest

With a spear in hand and red hair rising like fire, the 
mischievous forest guardian from Brazil’s indigenous 
folklore, Curupira, is the mascot of this year’s UN climate 
conference in the Amazon.           – Story on p. 12 
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Armindo Neves
The Macau Health Bureau 

(SSM) urged residents yesterday to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle in order 
prevent developing diabetes. 

The bureau made the appeal at 
a press conference about diabetes 
prevention, during which Wong 
In, chief of the SSM Community 
Health Care Department, revealed 
that the bureau recorded 43,999 
diabetes patients last year. 

The presser was held at the 
bureau’s conference hall in a 

building adjacent to the public 
Conde de São Januário Hospital 
Centre (CHSCJ).

According to SSM Director 
Alvis Lo Iek Long, chronic diseases 
have become a major challenge to 
the residents’ health, with around 
80 percent of deaths caused by such 
diseases, including cancer. 

“We firmly believe that 
through the leadership of the 
[local] government, community 
organisations’ collaboration and the 
joint participation of all residents, 

we will surely be to achieve high-
quality chronic disease management 
and jointly build a ‘Happy Macao’ 
and a “Healthy China”, Dr Lo said. 

Dr Lo said that the most 
common chronic diseases include 
hypertension, diabetes, and 
cardiovascular and cerebrovascular 
diseases. According to data from 
the 2016 Macau Health Survey, 25 
percent of residents aged 16 and 
above have a chronic disease, and 
7.1 percent of them have diabetes. 
In order to achieve the government’s 

development goal of “Healthy 
Macao,” it is essential to shift the 
management of chronic diseases 
from post-diagnosis treatment 
towards prevention and early-stage 
management, Dr Lo said. 

Dr Lo also said that the Health 
Bureau has begun collaborating 
with various government entities 
and community organisations 
this year to launch its “Healthy 
Community Programme.” 

According to Dr Lo, the 
programme – via both health 

community consultation stations and 
pop-up stations – is brought directly 
to the community to encourage 
residents to avoid tobacco and 
alcohol, maintain a balanced diet, 
engage in adequate physical exercise, 
and practise stress management. To 
date, Dr Lo said, the programme has 
involved over 80,000 participants, or 
around 12 percent of the population. 
The programme also complemented 
online health education initiatives to 
reach even more residents, Lo said.

Continued on p.2
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Health Bureau (SSM) Director Alvis Lo Iek Long (centre), public Conde de São Januário Hospital Centre (CHSCJ) Acting Director (second from left), SSM Community Health Care Department Chief Wong In (second from 

right), CHSCJ Food and Dietetics Section Dietician Si Tou Ngan Fan (left) and SSM Fai Chi Kei Health Centre Head Nurse Sou Man I pose during yesterday’s press conference at the bureau’s conference hall adjacent to 

the public Conde de São Januário Hospital Centre.                            – Photo: Armindo Neves

Ben Simon
TORONTO – Canada has lost 

its measles elimination status, 
health officials said yesterday, a 
major setback caused by a year-long 
resurgence of the disease largely 
among unvaccinated groups.

Canada was formally declared 
measles-free in 1998, an achievement 
credited to years of consistently high 
childhood vaccination rates.

But an outbreak that began in 
the eastern part of the country in 
October 2024 has since spread 
nationwide, notably among certain 

groups of Mennonite Christians 
who have refused to vaccinate their 
children on religious grounds.

Canada has recorded 5,138 
measles cases so far in 2025, 
with the provinces of Ontario and 
Alberta the hardest hit.

Two newborns, born to 
unvaccinated mothers, have died 
from the virus.

Health Canada, a government 
agency, said in a statement that it 
has officially been informed by the 
Pan American Health Organisation 
(PAHO) “that Canada no longer 

holds measles elimination status.”
The update came after PAHO, 

the UN’s regional health office, con-
firmed “sustained transmission of the 
same measles virus strain in Canada 
for a period of more than one year.”

The agency noted that while 
measles transmission “has slowed 
recently,” the outbreak has 
persisted “primarily within under-
vaccinated communities.”

Samira Jeimy, from Western 
University’s Schulich School of 
Medicine, told AFP that Canada 
lost its status “because two-dose 

vaccine coverage dropped below 
the 95 percent threshold required 
to stop sustained transmission.”

The spread of the virus in under-
vaccinated communities was, for 
experts, “easily visible as a signal 
of system fragility,” Jeimy said.

Paediatricians in Ontario have 
stressed that the outbreak is not 
confined to Mennonite groups.

Infections have also occurred 
among new immigrants from the 
developing world who, for various 
reasons, did not keep up with 
immunisations after settling in 

Canada –including due to an acute 
shortage of family doctors.

Measles is a highly contagious 
respiratory virus spread through 
droplets when an infected person 
coughs, sneezes, or simply breathes.

It causes fever, respiratory 
symptoms, and a rash, but can 
also lead to serious complications, 
including pneumonia, brain 
inflammation, and death.

In a regional update yesterday, 
PAHO confirmed Canada was the 
only country in the Americas to 
lose its elimination status.    – AFP

Deadly measles surge sees Canada lose eradicated status
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Source: SMG
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Macau Cultural Box Ltd. invites applications for the following position:

Graphic Design
• Familiar with Soft Ware/In-design/Photoshop/Pagemaking
• Good command of English and Chinese
• Work at night (10 pm – 04 am (Sun -Thu))
• Mature, hard working, independent, self-motivated 

Interested parties are welcome to send their detailed resume with a recent photo and expected salary to 
joininmp@gmail.com. All personal data collected will be used for recruitment related purposes only.

Armindo Neves
The Judiciary Police (PJ) Anti-

Fraud Coordination Centre urged 
the public yesterday to beware of 
a fake “Taobao” payment scam.

According to the statement, 
the Judiciary Police have recently 
noticed scammers fraudulently 
using the names of the Bank 
of China (BOC) and Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China 
(ICBC) to send mass text 
messages to residents.

These messages, the statement 
said, falsely claim that a “Taobao 
payment protection has been 
successfully activated” or “Taobao 
membership has expired and fees 
will be deducted,” in an attempt to 
trick residents into calling a phone 
number provided in the message. 

Once the call is made, the 
statement said, the scammer 
pretends to be a bank employee 
and then instructs the victim to 
switch to a messaging app for 
further communication. 

According to the statement, 
the scammer then requests bank or 
credit card information and asks 
the victim to download a screen-
sharing app or even transfer 
money to a designated account.

The statement pointed out 
that the scammers continuously 
change the organisation they 
impersonate and have shifted their 
tactics from proactively calling 

potential victims to sending out 
mass fraudulent text messages 
designed to trick people into 
calling back. This method aims 
to exploit individuals with a low 
level vigilance and lure them into 
the scam, the statement said.

Today is November 11 which 
in the Chinese mainland is known 
among shoppers as “Double 11”. 
November 11, also known as 
“Singles’ Day” in the Chinese 
mainland, is the world’s largest 
online shopping festival. The date 
was chosen because the numeral “1” 
resembles a “bare stick,” a Chinese 
slang term for an unmarried person, 
according to DeepSeek. 

The Double 11 event has 
transformed from an anti-
Valentine’s Day for single people 
into a 24-hour retail extravaganza 
that dwarfs other major shopping 
events like Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday combined, 
DeepSeek points out. 

In the statement, the centre 
urged the public not to trust any 
purported “customer service” 
based solely on an incoming call 
or text message. The centre said 
that members of the public should 
remain vigilant, reminding them 
that they can also use the Judiciary 
Police’s “Anti-Fraud Programme” 
app to check the risk level and 
report suspected fraudulent 
information they received. 

Police warn of fake 
‘Taobao’ payment scam

This handout image provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday urges the 
public to beware a fake ‘Taobao’ payment scam.

Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

separately arrested five male loan 
sharks from the mainland on Friday 
and Saturday for usury and falsely 
imprisoning two male gamblers, PJ 
spokesman Cheong Kim Fong said 
during a regular press conference 
yesterday.

In the first case, Cheong 
identified the suspects as a 35-year-
old male surnamed Xu, a 34-year-
old male surnamed Li and a 40-year-
old male surnamed Ma, all of whom 
claimed to be jobless.

According to Cheong, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) received a 
referral on Thursday from the Public 
Security Police (PSP) about a young 
man who was being held against his 
will in a flat in Macau due to debts 
from high-interest gambling loans.

Cheong noted that the victim 
was gambling in a casino in Cotai on 
Thursday when he was approached 
by the trio who offered to lend him 
money. After haggling over the 
exchange rate, the victim agreed to 
borrow HK$40,000 for gambling, 
under terms including 20 percent 
of the betting money as “interest” 
on each winning bet and HK$3,000 
deducted as “interest”, as well as 
signing an IOU for HK$40,000.

Cheong said that Li provided the 
victim with HK$37,000 in chips, 
while Xu and Li monitored the 
victim’s gambling in another casino 
and collected “interest” from him. 
By 9 a.m. on Friday, after the victim 
had gambled away all the borrowed 

money, he was taken by Xu and Li 
to a flat in a residential building on 
Rua da Praia do Manduco (下環街), 
where they demanded repayment. 
While being held against his will, 
the victim managed to contact a 
friend who reported the case to the 
police.

The police later apprehended the 
three suspects in the flat, and seized 
a mobile phone and HK$40,000 in 
cash from Li and Ma. Cheong added 
that the victim was charged a total of 
HK$7,000 in “interest” and was held 
against his will for over 24 hours.

Under questioning, the trio 
refused to cooperate.

Meanwhile in another case, 
Cheong identified the suspects as 
a 33-year-old male surnamed Xie 
who claimed to be jobless, and a 
39-year-old farmer surnamed Mo.

According to Cheong, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) received a 
report on Saturday from a man 
who said that his brother was being 
held against his will in a flat in a 
residential building on Rua da Praia 
do Manduco (下環街) due to debts 
from high-interest gambling loans.

Cheong noted that the victim was 
offered a loan while gambling at a 
casino in Macau on Friday evening. 
A man who remained at large at the 
time of the press conference agreed 
to lend HK$40,000 under various 
conditions –deducting HK$4,000 
as “interest” and 20 percent of the 
betting money as “interest” on each 
winning bet, as well as the signing 
of an IOU.

After agreeing to the terms, Xie 
and his accomplice took the victim 
to a casino on the Macau peninsula, 
providing him with HK$36,000 in 
chips, while Xie was tasked with 
monitoring and collecting the deal’s 
“interest”. By 1 a.m. on Saturday, 
the victim had gambled away all the 
money and was immediately taken 
to the flat where he was held against 
his will by Mo and Xie. The victim 
managed to call his brother who 
later reported the case to the police.

The police arrested the duo at 
the flat and seized two smartphones. 
Cheong added that the victim was 
charged HK$10,000 in “interest” 
and was held for about seven hours.

The five suspects have been 
transferred to the Public Prosecu-
tions Office (MP), facing charges of 
false imprisonment and usury. 

Police arrest 5 loan sharks for falsely 
imprisoning 2 gamblers

Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Cheong Kim Fong looks on during 
yesterday’s regular press conference. 

– Photo: Ada Lei

Health Bureau vows to achieve high-quality 
chronic disease management 

Continued from p.1
Sou Man I, head nurse of the 

Fai Chi Kei Health Centre, said 
that in response to the increasing 
prevalence of diabetes in Macau, the 
bureau’s health centres are setting 
up a chronic disease management 
system based on the government’s 
“Healthy Macao Blueprint.” 

Sou said that through the system 
– which promotes indicator-based 
management and is standardising 
diagnosis and treatment protocols, 
the professional capabilities of 
community healthcare workers are 
being enhanced. 

Sou pointed out that the data 
from 2024 shows that the disease 
control rates for blood glucose, 
blood pressure, and lipid levels have 
reached 60.1 percent, 71.2 percent 
and 60.0 percent respectively. 

The proportion of patients 
meeting all three control targets 

simultaneously has increased to 
29.3 percent, thereby reducing their 
risk of complications, Sou said

Wong said that according to data 
collected between 2018 and last 
year, the number of diabetic patients 
has increased by 13,000 during the 
seven-year period, representing a 
rise of 45 percent. Wong also said 
that the bureau recorded 43,999 
diabetic patients last year. 

According to the Statistics 
and Census Bureau (DSEC), the 
population of Macau in 2024 stood 
at 688,300, which means that 6.39 
percent of the population had 
diabetes at that time. 

According to Wong, the bureau 
launched its “Chronic Disease Man-
agement Programme” last Monday, 
with the objective of referring chronic 
disease patients who are in a stable 
condition to non-profit organisations 
for collaborative health management. 

She pointed out that previously 
patients needed to visit health 
centres multiple times for routine 
complication screenings, but now 
these can be completed in a single 
visit at community clinics. 

Wong said that currently the 
Women’s General Association of 
Macau (commonly known as Fu 
Luen), in collaboration with the 
Tap Siac Health Centre, provides 32 
appointment slots daily for chronic 
disease patients.  

In the first quarter of next year, 
the services will be expanded to the 
Macau General Union of Neigh-
bourhood Associations (UGAMM), 
(commonly known as Kai Fong) 
in collaboration with the Fai Chi 
Kei and Ilha Verde Health Centres, 
Wong said.

The press conference was held 
in the runup to World Diabetes Day 
on Friday. 
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Armindo Neves
The Meteorological and 

Geophysical Bureau (SMG) said 
on its official website yesterday 
that there is a “relatively low” 
probability of the need to hoist 
the Strong Wind Signal No.3 
(T3) today.

The local observatory 
forecast that Typhoon “Fung-
wong” (鳳凰 – “Phoenix”) will 
move northwards across the 
northeastern South China Sea, 
generally heading toward China’s 
Taiwan region.

The weather station said it 
expected “Fung-wong” to be 
closest to Macau this afternoon 
or evening, passing around 500 
kilometres southeast of Macau.

The observatory underlined 
that unless “Fung-wong” takes a 
more westerly path and approaches 
the Guangdong coastal area, the 
bureau would consider to replace 
T3 with the Strong Monsoon 

Signal (Black Ball), depending on 
wind conditions in Macau.

The bureau also said that 
Macau will be primarily affected 
by a northeastern monsoon over 
the next few days, as stronger 
winds are expected between today 
and tomorrow, reaching Force 5 to 
Force 6 with strong gusts. 

According to the 12-level 
Beaufort scale, Force 5 indicates 
“fresh breeze”, while Force 6 indi-
cates “strong breeze” conditions.

The weather station forecast 
that the probability of rainfall 
is expected to be low in the 
coming days, with a slight drop 
in temperature. The minimum 
temperature will drop to around 
18 degrees Celsius on Thursday, 
the observatory said.

The Macau Grand Prix 
practice races begin on Thursday. 

The local weather station 
hoisted its Standby Signal No. 1 
(T1) at 2 p.m. yesterday. 

‘Relatively low to medium’ 
probability of T3 today: SMG Khalel Vallo

The theatre dance “Selfish 
Selfie”, directed by Alexis Kam 
(金曉霖), will be staged from Friday 
to Sunday at the Macau Cultural 
Centre’s (CCM) Black Box II, 
blending artificial intelligence (AI) 
technology with live performance 
to explore identity, illusion, and 
authenticity in the digital age. 

Part of the “Commissioning 
Performing Arts Productions 2024–
2026” programme, “Selfish Selfie” 
marks Kam’s third collaboration with 
artificial-intelligence (AI) artist and 
designer Dynamic Wang (汪圓清), 
following their works “Good! Girl!” 
(2023) and “Infinite Jest” (2024). 

The production combines dance, 
theatre, and multimedia elements, 
aiming to invite audiences to 
become active participants rather 
than passive spectators, according 
to a press conference yesterday. 

The presser was attended by 
Kam, Wang, performers Anna Ieong 
(楊螢映) and Lao Pui Lon, as well 
as producer Erik Kuong Wa Fun.

During yesterday’s press 
conference, Kam said that the 
performance aims to examine 
how truth and illusion coexist 
in an era saturated with digital 
self-representation. “We invite 
audiences to have fun and immerse 
themselves in this fleeting theatrical 
moment – a journey through illusion 
and wonder,” she said. 

According to a statement provided 
by the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) yesterday, the performance 
is supported by a creative team 
including Wang, dramaturge* Tang 
Fu Kuen, music designer Liu Yiwei, 
and scenographer Gabriel Fung 
Kwok Kee. The performance uses 
projection, lighting, and AI-generated 

visuals to question how technology 
shapes human perception and the 
sense of self. 

The performance is mainly in 
Cantonese with occasional dialogue 
in Putonghua and English. 

“Selfish Selfie” starts at 7:45 p.m. 
on Friday and at 2:45 p.m. and 
7:45 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
Tickets, which cost 280 patacas, can 

be bought from ticketing.enjoyma-
cao.mo, www.damai.cn, and show.
maoyan.com. 

*A dramaturge is a story expert 
and research specialist for a play. 
Think of them as the “play’s detective” 
or its “in-house expert.” Their main 
job is to make sure the story being 
told on stage is as clear, believable, 
and powerful as possible. – DeepSeek

‘Sel!sh Sel!e’ merges AI & theatre at CCM

The production crew – (from left to right) Dynamic Wang (汪圓清), Anna Ieong (楊螢
映), Alexis Kam (金曉霖), Lao Pui Lon, and Erik Kuong Wa Fun – pose for a group 
photo during yesterday’s “Selfish Selfie” press conference at the Macau Cultural 
Centre (CCM) in Nape.     – Photos: Khalel Vallo

Producer Erik Kuong Wa Fun (right), addressing yesterday’s press conference 
alongside performers Anna Ieong (楊螢映) (left) and Lao Pui Lon. 

Rui Pastorin
“A Racing Legacy – SJM 

Theodore Racing Interactive 
Exhibition” was inaugurated at the 
Macau Grand Prix (MGP) Museum 
in Zape yesterday afternoon, and 
will be on display until February 23.

Organised by the Macau 
Government Tourism Office (MGTO) 
in conjunction with SJM Resorts, the 
three-zone exhibition is showcased 
ahead of the 72nd Macau Grand Prix, 
which takes place from Thursday 
to Sunday. Museumgoers visiting 
the exhibition will be able to learn 
about the history of SJM Theodore 
Racing, along with the key roles 
and the necessary skills within the 
team and the journey of becoming a 
professional racing car driver.

Attending yesterday’s opening 
ceremony were MGTO Deputy 
Director Jennifer Si Tou; Senior 
Vice President of Marketing and 
Communications, Corporate Brand 
and Marketing of SJM Resorts 
Porcia Leung (梁珮兒); as well as 
SJM Theodore PREMA Racing 
team’s Freddie Slater from the 
UK and Rashid Al Dhaheri from 

Abu Dhabi, both of whom will be 
competing in the 15-lap FIA FR 
World Cup in this year’s MGP.

In her speech, Si said that 
members of the public can take the 
opportunity to immerse themselves 
in the Macau Grand Prix ahead of 
the races, while the exhibition will 
also remain on over “major festive 
holidays” throughout its run.

She added: “The Macau 
Government Tourism Office 
hopes to unleash the momentum 
of spectacular events for deeper 
integration across tourism plus sport, 
supporting the SAR government 
in implementing the development 
strategies for appropriate economic 
diversification”.

Racers Slater and Dhaheri, both 
17, also discussed tackling the 
Guia Circuit, their thoughts on the 
exhibition, as well as what inspired 
them to start racing. They also 
signed autographs for attendees of 
yesterday’s ceremony, a number of 
which were local students.

One can visit the museum from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. from Wednesday 
to Monday, it is closed on Tuesdays. 

A Racing Legacy - SJM Theodore Racing Interactive 
Exhibition kicks o" at MGP Museum

Abu Dhabi racer Rashid 
Dhaheri (from left to 
right), Senior Vice 
President of Marketing and 
Communications, Corporate 
Brand and Marketing of 
SJM Resorts Porcia Leung; 
Macau Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) Deputy 
Director Jennifer Si Tou, and 
UK racer Freddie Slater pose 
after officiating yesterday’s 
exhibition at the Macau 
Grand Prix Museum in Zape. 
– Photos: Rui Pastorin
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Rui Pastorin
A variety of artworks are being jointly presented by six 

religious communities in Macau, featuring works ranging 
from various styles of paintings and calligraphy to sculptures, 
all displayed together in harmony at Kun Iam Temple.

Organised with the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) and 
displayed across two floors, the exhibition is entitled “Silent 
Radiance of Unity - Macao in Harmony”, with the religious 
communities presenting the exhibition being Buddhism, 
Catholicism, Taoism, Protestantism, the Bahá’í Faith, 
and Islam. Among the aims of the exhibition is to start a 
discussion that transcends language, race, and skin colour 
through visual experience.

According to a recent exhibition statement provided at 

the venue, since the establishment of the Macau Special 
Administrative Region (MSAR) in December 1999, various 
religious organisations have participated in social affairs and 
worked in conjunction with the local government to promote 
social harmony.

The statement added that cooperation between the six 
religions started in 2021 and has since resulted in various 
activities. The statement added that this year, for the first 
time, Macau’s six main religions “focus on the development 
of visual arts, engaging in deep communication and 
collaboration with numerous local artists, intangible cultural 
heritage bearers, and young artists”.

Moreover, a statement on a local website dedicated to the 
city’s religious heritage said that the exhibition also aims to 

enable members of the public to gain a deeper understanding 
of the value of religious culture, as well as discover and 
appreciate the works of young local artists.

Members of the public may visit the free-admission 
exhibition daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is open until 
December 5. Beyond admiring the works on display, 
workshops and discussion sessions will also be held during 
the weekends throughout its run.

One can also find more details by visiting https://www.
religiousheritagemacao.com/

*The exhibition kicked off on Thursday last week. This 
page 4 article is a follow up to a Post story entitled “Macau’s 
Kun Iam Temple hosts ‘Silent Radiance of Unity’ exhibition” 
dated November 7.

6 religious communities showcase art at Kun Iam Temple6 religious communities showcase art at Kun Iam Temple

Photos taken yesterday by Rui Pastorin
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Tony Wong
A large steel frame structure near 

the square outside Macau Tower 
was blown over by a strong gust of 
wind yesterday morning, striking a 
car and seven parked motorcycles. 

Authorities confirmed that no 
one was injured in the freak incident.

The structure was situated 
near Sai Van Lake and was one of 
the installations for the upcoming 
“2025 Macao Food Festival”. The 
event is scheduled to take place at 
the nearby Praça do Lago Sai Van 
(Sai Van Lake Square) from Friday 
until November 30. 

Praça do Lago Sai Van 
encompasses the square outside 
the Macau Tower Convention 
& Entertainment Centre and the 
surrounding road.

This year marks the 25th edition 
of the annual food festival, which is 
organised by the United Association 
of Food and Beverage Merchants 
of Macau headed by ex-lawmaker 

Andrew Chan Chak Mo. 
According to a statement from 

the Fire Services Bureau (CB), an 
emergency call was received shortly 
after 11 a.m. yesterday. The statement 

reported that a “large” steel frame, 
measuring 30 by 7 metres, had 
collapsed onto a car and a number 
of motorcycles. No injuries were 
reported, the bureau said. 

The Fire Services Bureau 
said it has notified the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM) and the 
Macau Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO) about the incident.

A spokesperson for the Public 
Security Police (PSP) told the Post 
by phone yesterday that police were 
alerted to the incident at 11:07 a.m. 
They confirmed the collapsed structure 
had hit one car and seven motorcycles.

The spokesperson confirmed 
that no injuries were reported.

Following an investigation, 
initial findings by the police 
indicated that the steel frame was 
toppled by a strong gust of wind. 
The PSP spokesperson emphasised 
that the investigation has been 
concluded, and no evidence of a 
crime was found. 

Steel frame blown over by strong wind strikes car, 
7 motorbikes at ‘Macao Food Festival’ site: police

Tony Wong
The number of entries and 

exits recorded at Macau’s border 
checkpoints so far this year 
reached 200 million on Sunday 
night, exceeding the 200-million 
benchmark 29 days earlier than 
last year, the Public Security 
Police (PSP) have announced.

A PSP statement on Sunday 
night said that Macau has recorded 
a daily average of 640,000 entries 
and exits at its border checkpoints 
so far this year, representing a 9.8 
percent increase compared to the 
same period of last year.

In 2024, Macau recorded 210 
million entries and exits at its border 
checkpoints, the highest annual 
number on record, representing 
a 17.5 percent increase from the 
180 million recorded in 2023, 
and a 10.3 percent increase from 
the 190 million recorded in pre-
COVID-19 pandemic 2019.

Last year was the first time 
that the annual number of border 
crossings exceeded 200 million.

In 2024, the then cumula-
tive number of entries and exits 
at Macau’s border checkpoints 
exceeded the 200-million bench-
mark on December 7, while this 
year the then cumulative number 
reached the 200-million bench-
mark on Sunday, November 9.

Macau has nine border 
checkpoints, comprising five land 
border checkpoints with Zhuhai 
City in Guangdong Province, three 
passenger ferry terminals, and the 
international airport in Taipa. 

As of Sunday night, according 
to the PSP statement, the Barrier 
Gate checkpoint had recorded 105 
million entries and exits so far this 
year, representing 52.7 percent of 
the total number of border crossings 
at all checkpoints during the period, 
while the Qingmao checkpoint, the 
Hengqin checkpoint, and the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge’s 
(HZMB) Macau checkpoint 
recorded 30.92 million, 25.39 
million, and 23.94 million entries 
and exits, accounting for 15.5 
percent, 12.7 percent and 12.0 
percent of the total respectively.

Together with the small Zhuhai-
Macau Cross-Border Industrial 
Zone checkpoint (its border 
crossings accounting for only 0.2 
percent of the total), Macau’s five 
land border checkpoints accounted 
for 93 percent of the total number 
of border crossings recorded at the 
city’s nine checkpoints during the 
period, i.e., between January 1 and 
November 9 this year.

Only those working at the Zhu-
hai-Macau Cross-border Industrial 
Zone can use the checkpoint there. 

Macau’s border crossings reach 
200 million benchmark, 29 days 

earlier than 2024: PSP Khalel Vallo
According to a statement provided 

by the Government Information 
Bureau (GCS), the Chinese, 
Portuguese, and English electronic 
editions of the government’s “Macao 
Yearbook 2025”, compiled by the 
bureau, was published yesterday, 
providing a detailed account of 
Macau’s development across its 
political, economic, social, and 
cultural sectors.

Published annually since 
2002, the yearbook serves as a 
comprehensive chronicle of major 
events and progress achieved 
throughout the previous year, aiming 
to promote Macau and provide 
data for those studying the city’s 
development, the statement said.

The 2025 edition, according to 
the statement, includes four sections 
– Administrative Priorities of the 
MSAR Government, Calendar of 
Events, Review of the MSAR, and 
Appendices.

The Chinese edition comprises 
603 pages with over 266,000 
characters, while the Portuguese and 
English editions have 762 and 710 
pages respectively, featuring 239 

photographs, the statement noted.
The Review of the MSAR in 

2024 contains 15 chapters covering 
areas such as the political and 
legal systems, economy, external 
relations, public order, tourism, 
education, culture and sport, social 
welfare, media, housing, transport, 
environment, religion, and history, 
the statement added.

Since 2016, the Macao Yearbook 
has only been available in digital 
form to encourage online reading 
and environmental protection, the 
statement noted, pointing out that the 
electronic editions are now accessible 
free of charge on the GCS website at 
https://yearbook.gcs.gov.mo.

Previously, it was also published 
in book form. 

GCS launches ‘Macao Yearbook 2025’ e-editions 
in 3 languages

This poster provided by the Government Information Bureau (GCS) promotes the 
Chinese, Portuguese and English electronic editions of its “Macao Yearbook 2025” 
launched yesterday. 

This file photo taken early this year shows border crossers passing through 
manual inspection channels at the Macau-mainland joint checkpoint on Zhuhai’s 
Hengqin island.      – Photo: Tony Wong

Ada Lei
The Public Security Police 

(PSP) apprehended a male non-
resident worker (NRW) from the 
mainland on Thursday for stealing 
5,000 patacas that had been left 
behind at a bank automated teller 
machine (ATM), PSP spokesman 
Cheong Heon Fan said during a 
regular press conference yesterday.

Cheong identified the suspect 
as a meat handler surnamed Xu 
who is in his fifties.

According to Cheong, the 
Public Security Police (PSP) 
received a report on July 29 
from a man who said that after 
withdrawing cash from an 
ATM at a bank on Avenida de 
Venceslau de Morais (慕拉士大

馬路), he accidentally left 5,000 
patacas next to the machine. 
Upon returning, he discovered 
that the cash had vanished. 
After the bank confirmed that 
the money had been taken by 
someone else, he immediately 
reported the case to the police.

Through citywide CCTV 
surveillance footage, the police 
identified Xu as the suspect and 
summoned him to a police station 
on Thursday. Under questioning, 
Xu admitted to stealing the cash 
out of greed, claiming that he 
had already spent all the money.

Xu has been transferred to 
the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP), facing a charge of theft 
by finding. 

Police nab meat handler for stealing cash left at ATM

This undated handout photo provided by the Public 
Security Police (PSP) yesterday shows a PSP 
officer escorting the suspect into a police station.

Two Public Security Police (PSP) officers work at the scene 
yesterday morning where a large steel frame structure near Sai 
Van Lake collapsed.                  – Photos courtesy of TDM

This photo taken yesterday shows the car struck by the 
collapsed steel frame structure.
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Analysis
SHANGHAI – As the 8th China 

International Import Expo (CIIE) closed its 
doors yesterday, the hustle and bustle of the 
exhibition halls came to a halt. Yet China, 
the world’s second-largest importer, remains 
committed to sharing and inclusivity.

“The CIIE has demonstrated the thriving 
vitality of China’s economy, which is injecting 
certainty and positive energy into the world,” 
said Wu Zhengping, deputy director-general 
of the CIIE Bureau.

REMARKABLE NUMBERS
This year’s import expo recorded US$83.49 

billion in one-year intended deals – up 4.4 
percent from the previous edition and hitting a 
new high, according to the CIIE Bureau.

The expo’s business exhibition covered an 
area of over 367,000 square meters, attracting 
4,108 enterprises from 138 countries and 
regions – breaking records for both scale and 
number of participants.

Among participants were 290 Fortune 
Global 500 companies and industry leaders, 
and 180 enterprises have participated in all 
eight expos since the inaugural CIIE, said Wu.

The six-day event featured 461 new 
products, technologies and services, including 
201 global debuts, 65 Asian premieres and 
195 China launches, spanning industries such 
as biomedicine, technical equipment, and 
green and low-carbon technology.

The eighth CIIE arranged 43 trade 
delegations and over 700 sub-delegations, 
with registered attendees exceeding 460,000, 
a 7 percent year-on-year increase.

China has been the world’s second-largest 
import market for 16 consecutive years, with 
its goods and services imports during the 14th 
Five-Year Plan period (2021-2025) set to top 
US$15 trillion, according to Vice Commerce 
Minister Sheng Qiuping.

Meanwhile, its overall tariff level has 
dropped to 7.3 percent. Currently, only 29 
items remain on China’s negative list for 
foreign investment, and none are in the 
manufacturing sector.

Launched in 2018 as the world’s first 
national-level expo dedicated to imports, the 
CIIE was designed to expand China’s opening 
up and turn its vast market into a shared 
opportunity for the world. Preparations for 
the ninth CIIE are now in full swing, with 
over 80,000 square meters of its designated 
business exhibition space already booked.

SHARED PROSPERITY
China’s expanding and accessible 

consumer market, which was showcased at the 
CIIE, is turning global trade opportunities into 
shared prosperity for nations around the world.

Since its first edition, it has offered free 
standard booths to the world’s least developed 
countries (LDCs).

Highlighting China’s commitment to 
inclusive trade, this year’s expo for the first 
time included a dedicated exhibition area for 
products from the LDCs, as well as expanded 
booths for African and Asian exhibitors, 
aiming to help enterprises and products from 
the LDCs and African countries fully leverage 
China’s zero-tariff policies and tap into the 
vast Chinese market.

Over 160 companies from 37 LDCs 
participated, and the number of African 
enterprises surged 80 percent from last year.

To better support exhibitors, the expo 
offered tax incentives for retained products, 
logistics subsidies, green customs clearance 
services and cross-border e-commerce 
training, creating a complete chain from 
exhibition to sustainable trade.

For many, the CIIE has become a cultural 
bridge. Iranian beauty brand Perspolisa has 
expanded its sales in China from thousands to 
over 1 million bottles since 2019. “The expo 
connects our heritage products, ranging from 
rose skincare to saffron and turquoise crafts, 
to the world,” said Elaheh Fazel, Perspolisa 
brand ambassador.

Now in its eighth year, the CIIE has 
brought tangible benefits to enterprises in 
the Global South. Over its previous seven 
editions, the expo generated intended deals 
worth US$4.18 billion for LDCs and US$5.14 
billion for landlocked developing countries.

Beyond the CIIE platform, these small 
exporters benefit from greater access to 
international trade networks thanks to China’s 
policy of zero-tariff treatment on 100 percent 
of tariff lines for the LDCs and African 
nations that have diplomatic ties with China.

China is now the main export destination 
for nearly 80 countries, with its free trade 
partners increasing to 30.

“China’s new zero-tariff policy for African 
agricultural products comes at a timely moment,” 
Andrew Robertson, head of business enablement 
and operations at South Africa’s Standard Bank, 
told Xinhua. “That is not only welcome, but also 
farsighted on the part of China.”

China has become “the most important 
partner for investment and trade with 
developing countries and the Global South,” 
said Gerd Muller, director general of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization.

The UN “appreciates China’s consistent 
commitment to multilateralism, which is today 
more important than ever,” he said, noting that 
amid a turbulent global trade environment, 
China’s trade policy offers developing 
countries great market opportunities.

PULSE OF THE FUTURE
Across the vast CIIE exhibition halls, 

cutting-edge products glinted under bright 
lights and teams of engineers and marketers 
demonstrated the latest innovations. From 
self-driving taxis to humanoid robots, these 
forward-looking technologies have moved 
from laboratories into real-world applications, 
heralding the arrival of the future.

The CIIE has long served as a global 
showcase for latest innovations. Over the past 
years, a string of regional and global debuts 
has turned the expo into a grand stage for 

cutting-edge ideas.
For many executives of multinational 

corporations, the CIIE has become an annual 
rendezvous. They not only discover products 
and strategies that resonate with Chinese 
consumer preferences and cultural nuances, 
but also catch a firsthand glimpse of China’s 
rapidly evolving market.

Brendy Lange, president of Dow 
Performance Materials & Coatings, called 
the CIIE “one of the most exciting events” 
he has ever participated in. Dow is a full-time 
expo participant, and Lange was at the CIIE in 
person for the second time this year.

“What’s exciting is that the market 
opportunities in China are becoming clearer,” 
Lange said in an interview with Xinhua. “As 
the country transitions toward high-quality 
development, it requires more innovative and 
higher-performing materials, and that’s what 
we’re showcasing.”

“We see an ecosystem where there’s a high 
interest from customers and governments 
in innovation,” Lange added. “That’s really 
positive for Dow, and it’s going to continue 
creating opportunities.”

The recommendations of China’s top 
leadership for formulating the country’s 
15th Five-Year Plan (2026-2030) call for 
accelerating innovation in digital and intelligent 
technologies, making breakthroughs in basic 
theories and core technologies, and ensuring 
more efficient supply of computing power, 
algorithms and data.

Foreign companies are racing to introduce 
their innovative technologies into China, 
aiming to capitalize on the vast opportunities 
arising from the country’s transformation.

Danish industrial giant Danfoss, for 
example, expanded its manufacturing base 
in Zhejiang Province this September to meet 
surging demand for green technologies. At 
this year’s CIIE, the company signed strategic 
cooperation agreements with multiple 
Chinese partners to deepen collaboration 
in smart logistics, intelligent heating, water 
treatment and other sectors.

“China’s data center, shipbuilding and 
building-retrofit sectors have flourished in 
recent years, providing a powerful growth 
engine for our business,” said Xu Yang, 
president of Danfoss China.

“We see China as our second home 
market, which means that our commitment 
and confidence in China remain unwavering, 
rain or shine,” Xu added.                – Xinhua

Interview
RIYADH – Saudi Minister of Tourism 

Ahmed Al Khateeb has affirmed that 
tourism is a key pillar of Saudi Vision 2030, 
and the kingdom is working to strengthen 
international cooperation in this vital sector. 
He pointed out that China represents a major 
market and a strategic partner in developing 
Saudi tourism.

Speaking in a recent interview with 
Xinhua on the sidelines of the 26th session 
of the UN Tourism General Assembly, held 
in Riyadh from Friday to today, Al Khateeb 
said that hosting this global event is part of 
the kingdom’s efforts to position itself as 
an international hub for tourism, culture, 
and economy. The gathering brings together 
more than 100 ministers and 1,000 global 
tourism leaders.

Al Khateeb noted that since the launch of 
Vision 2030 in 2016, Saudi Arabia has invested 
heavily in developing its tourism, culture, and 

sports sectors after years of reliance on oil and 
gas. He cited the establishment of destinations 
such as the Red Sea Project, NEOM, AlUla, 
Diriyah, and Qiddiya, as well as the launch 
of Riyadh Air and the development of King 
Salman International Airport.

The kingdom has already exceeded its 
National Tourism Strategy targets. In 2024, 
Saudi Arabia welcomed 116 million visitors, 
including 30 million international tourists, 
surpassing its 2030 goal ahead of schedule. 
Consequently, the new target has been raised 
to 150 million visitors by 2030, including 50 
million international visitors.

The minister also mentioned the launch 
of the TOURISE summit, a new annual 
event that brings together the public and 
private sectors to discuss the future of 
global tourism, offering a platform for 
policymakers, investors, and operators to 
explore innovation and modern technologies 
in the industry.

Al Khateeb emphasized that tourism is a 
two-way path, and Saudi Arabia is preparing 
all facilities and services to meet the needs of 
Chinese tourists.

“China is a very important market for 
us. We have been working closely with 
the Chinese government through business 
councils and committees,” he said.

He added that Saudi Arabia has 
opened representative offices in China and 
encouraged Chinese airlines to operate direct 
flights to Riyadh. Currently, there are regular 
flights to many Chinese cities, including 
Beijing and Shanghai. The ministry is also 
cooperating with major Chinese online travel 
platforms to strengthen tourism cooperation 
between the two countries.

According to Al Khateeb, the number 
of Chinese tourists visiting Saudi Arabia for 
tourism and leisure is expected to reach half 
a million this year, up from around 100,000 
three years ago. The goal is to reach 5.0 million 

Chinese tourists by 2030, which will require 
more flights, stronger promotional efforts, and 
close cooperation with Chinese partners.

He further mentioned that Saudi Arabia is 
training tour guides in the Chinese language, 
installing Chinese-language signs at tourist 
destinations, and ensuring the availability 
of authentic Chinese restaurants to cater to 
visiting tourists.

The minister highlighted that Chinese 
companies play an active role in Saudi 
Arabia’s tourism and hotel development 
projects, particularly in construction and 
infrastructure. He noted that China is a key 
partner in implementing major projects in 
NEOM, the Red Sea, Qiddiya, and Diriyah, 
to help build the “New Saudi Arabia.”

“We welcome our Chinese friends to 
visit Saudi Arabia. China is the largest trade 
partner of Saudi Arabia. We aspire for it to 
become our number one tourism partner,” he 
said.                                – Xinhua

Sharing, inclusivity shown at import expo inject 
certainty into global future

Saudi Arabia targeting 5 million Chinese tourists by 2030: tourism minister

Fairgoers visit the China Pavilion at the 8th China International Import Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai last 

Wednesday.                                     – AFP
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Commentary
SHANGHAI – The 8th China 

International Import Expo (CIIE) has 
once again highlighted the increasing 
appeal of the vast Chinese market, 
and underscored the consensus and 
action of companies worldwide 
to pursue shared growth through 
collaboration and innovation.

The expo, which took place in east 
China’s Shanghai from November 
5 to 10, saw participation numbers, 
exhibition space and transaction value 
all reaching new highs, confirming 
its massive scale and impact. CIIE 
2025 attracted 4,108 companies from 
developed, developing and the least-
developed countries, serving as a 
clear example of China’s commitment 
to promoting inclusive globalization 
that benefits all. Intended transaction 
value this year reached US$83.49 
billion – an increase of 4.4 percent 
compared with the 2024 expo.

The size and success of this 
event combined to serve as a 
powerful testament to how China’s 
vast market is tangibly translating 
into shared global opportunities 
and underlines China’s steadfast 
commitment to opening up and the 
pursuit of mutual benefit.

Notably, the exhibition area 
occupied by American enterprises 
at the CIIE has remained the largest 
for seven consecutive years. The 
number of participating enterprises 
from Belt and Road partner 
countries and the least-developed 
countries at CIIE 2025, meanwhile, 
increased by 23.1 percent and 23.5 
percent, respectively, year on year.

As a key platform for China’s 
quest to advance high-standard 
opening up, the CIIE has illustrated 
efficient transformation of market 
scale into concrete opportunities of 
cooperation, innovation and growth 
– and has become an important 
international public good enjoying 
increasing popularity.

Over the years, China has 
adopted a raft of major policies to 
expand opening up, including the 
inception of the CIIE back in 2018, 
the establishment of 22 free trade 
zones nationwide, construction of 
its flagship Hainan Free Trade Port 
(FTP) and the shortening of its 
negative list for foreign investors. 
After five years of efforts, the Hainan 
FTP will launch special customs 
operations next month, which will 
be another milestone event in the 
country’s high-standard opening 
up. It signals that China will open 
its doors even wider during the 15th 
Five-Year Plan (2026-2030) period.

Openness and cooperation are 
the golden keys to development and 
prosperity. Participating enterprises 
at the CIIE from around the world 
have cast their vote of confidence 
in both China’s opening up and 
the Chinese market – via their 
actions. These enterprises are more 
convinced than ever that investing 
in China is investing in the future 
and that partnering with China will 

deliver more opportunities.
With the world economy slowing 

down and international friction 
on the rise, the CIIE constitutes 
a strong counterpoint to the 
headwinds created by unilateralism 
and protectionism. It is proving a 
rebuttal to those who still indulge in 
the rehashing of gloomy narratives 
regarding China’s economy.

China reported stable consumer 
price growth and a further narrowed 
decline in producer prices in October, 
as warming consumer sentiment 
and increasing domestic demand 
continued to drive economic growth, 
official data revealed on Sunday.

China will expand high-standard 
opening up and create new horizons 
for mutually beneficial cooperation. 
As the world’s second-largest 
economy pursues high-quality 
development, “China Opportunity 
2.0” is set to inject valuable certainty 
into the global economy and deliver 
more dividends in the pursuit of 
shared, inclusive development.

– Xinhua

NANCHANG – 
Archaeologists have confirmed 
the discovery of China’s first 
ever-known complete version of 
the “Book of Songs” on bamboo 
slips from the Qin (221-207 BC) 
and Han (202 BC-220 AD) period, 
dating back some 2,000 years.

The manuscript written on 
bamboo slips was unearthed from 
the famed tomb of the Marquis of 
Haihun in Nanchang, capital of 
Jiangxi Province.

Infrared scans clearly 
identified key information such as 
a total of “305 poems” and “7,274 
lines,” proving it was a full copy 
when the classic work was buried 
in the tomb, Yang Jun, the tomb 
excavation team leader from the 
Jiangxi Provincial Institute of 
Cultural Relics and Archaeology, 
said at a recent seminar.

The bamboo slips each 
measure 23 cm in length and 
0.8 cm in width, and there are 
20 to 25 characters per slip and 

three binding cords, said Yang 
Bo, a researcher at the Institute 
of Ancient History, the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences 
(CASS).

Experts hold that the copy was 
the official textbook for Confucian 
studies during the Western Han 
Dynasty (202 BC-25 AD). The 
tomb’s owner, Marquis Liu He, 
was a documented student of the 
book, making the find a direct link 
to historical records.

Liu was the grandson of 
Emperor Wu, whose reign ushered 
in one of the most prosperous 
periods in China’s history.

Liu was given the title 
“Haihunhou,” or “the Marquis of 
Haihun,” after he was deposed as 
emperor, following only 27 days 
in power. He was dethroned by 
his royal clan due to what they 
considered a lack of talent and 
morals. Haihun is the ancient 
name of a very small kingdom in 
northern Jiangxi.              – Xinhua

BEIJING – China expects the 
United States to continue working 
with China in the same direction 
to maintain a fair competition 
environment in the international 
shipping and shipbuilding markets, 
a Ministry of Commerce (MOC) 
spokesperson said yesterday.

This will help add more 
certainty and stability to the China-
US economic and trade cooperation, 

as well as the global economy, the 
spokesperson said when asked to 
comment on the US suspension, for 
one year, of the implementation of its 
Section 301 investigation measures 
aimed at China’s maritime, logistics 
and shipbuilding sectors.

On the same day, China suspended 
its countermeasures, which were put 
in place last month, for one year.

These are important steps that 

both sides have taken to meet each 
other halfway, and to work together 
on implementing the consensus of the 
China-US economic and trade talks in 
Kuala Lumpur, the ministry said.

The spokesperson noted that 
China is willing to communicate 
and consult with the United States 
on relevant issues, based on the 
principles of mutual respect and 
equal-footed consultation.  – Xinhua

BEIJING – China has protested 
to the European Parliament over 
“Taiwan independence” politicians 
attending the “Inter-Parliamentary 
Alliance summit” in the building 
of the European Parliament, 
foreign ministry spokesperson Lin 
Jian said yesterday.

Lin made the remarks at a 
regular news briefing when asked 
to comment on the apparent 
strengthening of “outreach” by 
Taiwan to Europe as Taiwan’s 
Hsiao Bi-khim called for greater 
support for Taiwan in a rare 
speech to a European Parliament 
group in Brussels on Friday while 
Tsai Ing-wen was expected to give 
an address in Berlin yesterday.

“The European side noted 
that the European Parliament’s 
commitment to the one-China 
policy has not and will not change, 
relevant meeting was not held 
at the invitation of the European 
Parliament, relevant individuals 
were not invited by the parliament 
and the parliament leadership 
did not have any contact with 
them. The personal actions 
of individual Members of the 
European Parliament (MEPs) do 
not represent the official position 
of the European Parliament,” Lin 
said.

Noting that the Inter-
Parliamentary Alliance (IPAC) 
is funded by multiple anti-China 
institutions and is accustomed to 
spreading disinformation about 
China, Lin said the Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) authorities 
use IPAC, a group that has no 
credibility at all, to solicit foreign 
support for their separatist agenda.

“The political theatrics 
staged by ‘Taiwan independence’ 

politicians and IPAC are merely 
aimed at grabbing attention. Such 
attempts are doomed to fail,” Lin 
said.

He reiterated that no matter what 
gambits the DPP authorities and 
“Taiwan independence” separatist 
forces resort to and whatever 
“outreach” they try to seek, it will 
only make their separatist agenda 
more evident and can never stop 
China’s reunification.

“We hope the European 
Parliament will make no mistake 
about the true nature of the DPP 
authorities, abide by the one-China 
principle, not to send any wrong 
signal to ‘Taiwan independence’ 
forces, and avoid being used,” he 
said.

“As for the certain leading 
figure for ‘Taiwan independence’ 
you mentioned, let me point out that 
China’s position is consistent and 
clear,” Lin said, reaffirming that 
China firmly opposes any “Taiwan 
independence” separatists visiting 
countries having diplomatic ties 
with China under any pretext.

He urged Germany to abide 
by the one-China principle, 
unequivocally oppose all “Taiwan 
independence” moves, refrain 
from sending any wrong signal to 
“Taiwan independence” separatist 
forces, and earnestly uphold the 
overall bilateral relations with 
China.

The spokesperson said a 
certain leading figure for “Taiwan 
independence” who has already 
left office is still making every 
futile attempt to solicit foreign 
support for the independence 
agenda, adding that the ill-
intentioned attempts will never 
succeed.               – Xinhua

BEIJING – A book introducing 
Xi Jinping’s economic thought 
has been published by the Higher 
Education Press and the People’s 
Publishing House.

Since the 18th National Congress 
of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) in 2012, the CPC Central 
Committee with Comrade Xi 
Jinping at its core has guided 

China’s economic development to 
make historic achievements and 
undergo historic transformations. 
Xi Jinping’s economic thought has 
thus been formed.

Comprising 15 chapters, the 
book expounds on the significance, 
historical status, distinctive 
features, scientific framework, 
fundamental connotations and 

practical requirements of Xi 
Jinping’s economic thought.

This book will serve as a key 
textbook for students majoring 
in economics at higher education 
institutions to systematically study 
and grasp Xi Jinping’s economic 
thought, and also as an essential 
reading material for Party members 
and cadres.  – Xinhua

A visitor takes a selfie at the Food and Agricultural Products exhibition area of the 8th 
China International Import Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai yesterday. The 8th CIIE concluded 
yesterday.               – Xinhua 

‘Book of Songs’ from Chinese 
imperial tomb proves oldest 

complete copy ever found

China urges European Parliament 
not to send wrong signal to 

‘Taiwan independence’ forces

China expects US to safeguard fair competition in 
maritime, shipbuilding sectors: MOC spokesperson

Book introducing Xi Jinping’s economic thought published

Shanghai import expo showcases growing 
appeal of vibrant Chinese market
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John Dimain with Pam Castro in 
Manila

TUGUEGARAO CITY –
Entire villages lay submerged and 
scores of towns remained without 
electricity yesterday as Typhoon 
Fung-wong left the Philippines 
after killing at least five people and 
displacing more than a million.

Fung-wong, with a footprint that 
spanned nearly the entire archipelago, 
slammed into the eastern seaboard as a 
“super typhoon” on Sunday evening, 
uprooting trees and swamping towns 
in its path.

It landed days after Typhoon 
Kalmaegi swept through the 
islands of the central Philippines, 
killing at least 224 people.

Cleanup efforts were underway 
yesterday from Cagayan province 
in the far north to hard-hit 
Catanduanes island more than 
1,000 kilometres to the south.

In Cagayan, provincial rescue 
chief Rueli Rapsing told AFP a 
flash flood in neighbouring Apayao 
province had caused the Chico 
River to burst its banks, sending 
nearby residents scrambling for 
higher ground.

“We received reports around 
six in the morning ... that some 
people were already on their 
roofs,” he said.

Most had been rescued but 
video verified by AFP showed that 
some were still trapped.

Mark Lamer, 24, a resident of 
Cagayan’s Tuao town, told AFP it 
was the “strongest typhoon I have 
ever experienced”.

“We didn’t think the water 
would reach us. It had never risen 
this high previously,” he said.

More than 5,000 people 
were safely evacuated before the 
overflowing Cagayan River buried 
the small city of Tuguegarao about 
30 kilometres away.

“Tuguegarao is underwater 
now,” Rapsing said.

A local mayor’s office told AFP 
the Cagayan river was still rising 
by about 0.3 metres every hour.

Scientists warn that storms 
are becoming more powerful due 
to human-driven climate change. 
Warmer oceans allow typhoons to 
strengthen rapidly and a warmer 

atmosphere holds more moisture, 
which means heavier rainfall.

‘The ground was shaking’
The storm’s death toll rose after 

five-year-old twins and an elderly 
man in two northern Luzon provinces 
were reported killed in landslides.

The children were killed at 
around 2 a.m. [local time] as their 
family slept inside their home, said 
civil defence officer Alvin Ayson. 
Seasonal monsoon rains had saturated 
the soil around the dwelling before 
Fung-wong struck, he said.

A mudslide killed the man barely 
an hour later, local authorities said.

The storm’s first fatality came a 
day earlier further south in Samar 
province, which was hit hard by 
Typhoon Kalmaegi a week earlier.

Another death was confirmed 
on Catanduanes island, where 
storm surges sent waves hurtling 
over streets and floodwaters into 
homes by early Sunday morning.

“The waves started roaring 
around 7 a.m. [local time]. When the 
waves hit the seawall, it felt like the 
ground was shaking,” resident Edson 
Casarino, 33, told AFP on Sunday.

There was also major flooding 
in southern Luzon’s Bicol region, 
where verified video showed 
streets transformed into raging 
torrents of water.

More than 1.4 million people 
nationwide were evacuated in the 
face of the storm.

Schools and government 

offices across the main island of 
Luzon were closed yesterday. That 
included the capital Manila, where 
residents were cleaning up after a 
night of heavy rain.

Next stop, Taiwan
Fung-wong is now turning 

towards Taiwan, where it is expected 
to bring torrential rain to the north 
and east as it intensifies the seasonal 
northeast monsoon, Taipei’s Central 
Weather Administration said.

More than 350 millimetres of 
rain is expected in a 24-hour period 
across the region, forecaster Stan 
Chang told AFP.

Nearly 5,000 people will be 
evacuated from their homes in three 
townships in the eastern county of 
Hualien, local government official 
Lee Kuan-ting said.

The townships are near a barrier 
lake that burst, killing 19 people, 
during torrential rain brought by 
Super Typhoon Ragasa in September.

Typhoon Kalmaegi sent 
floodwaters rushing through the 
towns and cities of the central 
Philippines last week, sweeping 
away cars, riverside shanties and 
shipping containers.

Search-and-rescue efforts in 
hardest-hit Cebu province were 
suspended at the weekend as 
Typhoon Fung-wong approached.

President Ferdinand Marcos said 
yesterday that a “state of national 
calamity” declared over Kalmaegi 
would be extended to a full year.– AFP

This aerial photo shows a resident paddling his boat in the flood waters past 
inundated houses in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan province, north of Manila 

yesterday, after a river overflowed following heavy rains brought about by Super 
Typhoon Fung-wong.               – AFP

HANOI – Three men swept far 
from Vietnam’s coast by Typhoon 
Kalmaegi have been plucked 
safely from the surf after drifting 
helplessly for more than 40 hours, 
a rescuer and the wife of one of the 
survivors said yesterday.

They were rescued over several 
hours on Saturday in an operation 
involving three vessels scouring the 
waters off Vietnam’s central coast, 
according to a sailor aboard one of 
the rescue ships.

Kalmaegi crashed into the 
country’s storm-battered middle 
belt on Thursday, killing at least five 
people after leaving more than 200 
dead in the Philippines.

Phan Hau, 40, whose boat pulled 

one of the three men to safety, told 
AFP: “We were completely stunned 
– it felt miraculous.”

“None of us thought [he] could still 
be alive. Most of the 10 of us on board 
believed we were only searching for his 
body, not that he’d still be breathing.”

State media reported the three 
men went missing Thursday 
afternoon after one of them, 44-year-
old Duong Quang Cuong, jumped 
into the water after a family dispute.

Le Quang Sanh and Pham Duy 
Quang rowed out with life jackets in 
a tiny boat to try to rescue Cuong, 
but the vessel overturned and all 
three were carried far from shore, 
eventually becoming separated.

Quang was first to be rescued on 

Saturday morning by the Hai Nam 
39 vessel south of Ly Son Island, 
where the men initially departed, 
state media said.

The Hai Nam 39 then radioed 
the port authority for help, which 
dispatched the An Vinh Express, 
according to its sailor Hau.

It took two hours for the second 
rescue ship to reach the area where 
Quang had been floating in his 
life jacket, and the crew began a 
painstaking search of an ocean current 
running southward from there.

“At first, when we saw Sanh, we 
didn’t realise it was him. We had 
imagined Sanh wearing a red life 
jacket because, during the search, 
we were all looking for red objects 

to head toward. But he was wearing 
a black shirt, so we didn’t think it 
was him,” Hau said.

‘Overjoyed’
In a video Hau took on his phone 

– metadata from which shows it was 
taken south of the previous rescue site 
and about a dozen nautical miles from 
shore – Sanh is drifting alone in the 
current, as crew members shout his 
name and throw a life preserver his way.

Hau explained that Sanh had 
taken off the vest to wave it at a 
previous passing vessel, but it had 
been blown away in the surf.

Sanh was conscious but severely 
disorientated after so long at sea, 
asking his rescuers why they had come 

looking for him when he was “just 
taking a swim”, according to Hau.

Cuong, the man who had initially 
jumped into the water, was finally 
rescued by a third vessel slightly 
closer to Ly Son, state media said.

It said all three men were in 
hospital as yesterday, with no official 
word on their precise condition.

“Quang’s health is gradually 
stabilising... everyone across Vietnam 
is overjoyed,” his wife Tran Thi Lau, 
45, told AFP, confirming many of the 
details reported by state media.

“The happiness was 
overwhelming. His condition still 
isn’t fully stable, so we’re not sure 
yet when he’ll be discharged from 
the hospital.”      – AFP

BANGKOK – Thailand announced 
yesterday it was suspending the 
implementation of a peace agreement 
with neighbouring Cambodia after 
a landmine blast injured two Thai 
soldiers near the border.

The deal, overseen by US President 
Donald Trump, was meant to secure 
a lasting end to hostilities following 
border clashes in July that killed at 
least 43 people and displaced more 
than 300,000 civilians on both sides.

The Royal Thai Army said in a 
statement that the mine explosion 
in Sisaket province left one soldier 
with a severe leg injury, while 
pressure from the blast caused 
another to withstand chest pains.

Thai government spokesman 
Siripong Angkasakulkiat said 
Bangkok would cease “the follow-up 
to the joint declaration”, meaning the 
accord with Cambodia inked in Kuala 
Lumpur in late October, months after 
the two sides had agreed a ceasefire.

The next steps planned as part 
of the agreement’s implementation 
included the release of 18 Cambodian 
soldiers detained in Thailand.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul told a news 
conference that “we thought that the 
security threat had eased, but it has 
not actually decreased”.

Cambodian authorities did 
not immediately comment on the 
incident, but have in the past denied 
Thai accusations of planting new 
landmines along the border.

Cambodia’s defence ministry 
pledged in a statement yesterday an 
“unwavering commitment” to peace.

The Southeast Asian neighbours 
have a dispute over parts of their 
border dating back more than a 
century, but July’s fighting was 
sparked by Thailand’s claims that 
Cambodia planted landmines that 
wounded its troops.

Thailand and Cambodia agreed 
an initial truce in late July after 
intervention by Trump, as well as 
Chinese diplomats and Malaysian 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who 
chairs the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc.

The new joint declaration 
signed in October said the two 
sides would organise mine clearing 
efforts along their border, withdraw 
heavy weapons and allow access to 
ceasefire monitor teams organised 
by the ASEAN regional bloc.

Thailand promised to release 18 
Cambodian soldiers it has held in 
captivity for the past few months.

Following the signing, Cambodia’s 
defence ministry said it was 
withdrawing heavy and destructive 
weapons from its border with Thailand.

The Thai-Cambodia truce has 
generally held since July 29.

But the countries have traded 
allegations of ceasefire breaches, 
and analysts say a comprehensive 
peace pact adjudicating the 
territorial dispute at the core of the 
conflict remains elusive.     – AFP

People stand next to a centuries-old shipwreck uncovered in the aftermath of 

Typhoon Kalmaegi on a beach off the Hoi An coast in central Vietnam, yesterday. 

Initially discovered in 2023, the at least 17.4-metre vessel – whose heavy wood-

ribbed hull survived hundreds of years of rough seas almost perfectly intact – was 

resubmerged before authorities could reclaim it.                 – AFP

Typhoon Fung-wong !oods Philippine 
towns, leaves 5 dead in its wake

3 Vietnamese men survive 40 hours at sea after typhoon

Thailand suspends Cambodia deal 
after landmine injures troops
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NEW DELHI – A car explosion 
in the bustling heart of the Indian 
capital yesterday killed at least 
eight people and injured another 19, 
officials said.

Police have not given details on 
the cause, but said that forensic and 
anti-terrorism agencies were at the 
site, near the landmark Red Fort.

The blast took place in the early 
evening as people returned from 
work, close to a metro station in the 
crowded Old Delhi quarter of the city.

Ambulances streamed into a nearby 
public hospital, carrying several 
injured people, AFP reporters said.

Citing authorities at the hospital, 

New Delhi’s deputy chief fire officer 
AK Malik told AFP that “eight people 
have died so far and 19 are injured.”

The capital’s Police 
Commissioner Satish Golcha told 
reporters that “a slow-moving 
vehicle stopped at a red light – an 
explosion happened in that vehicle, 
and due to the explosion, nearby 
vehicles were also damaged.”

The blaze engulfed at least six 
cars as well as several motorised 
rickshaw taxis.

The nearby hospital building 
was cordoned off amid a heavy 
police deployment as officers 
moved through the corridors.

Outside, anxious relatives 
gathered after hearing that their 
loved ones had been brought in.

Musarrat Ansari said her brother 
was injured after a burning car hit 
the motorbike he was riding.

“He called me and said his leg was 
hurt – he couldn’t walk,” she told AFP.

The Red Fort, which was 
completed under Moghul rule 
in 1648 and is located in the old 
quarters of Delhi, is one of India’s 
most well-known landmarks.

Indian prime ministers address 
the nation from its ramparts on 
Independence Day, and it features 
on the largest banknote.     – AFP

Police inspect charred vehicles as they cordon off the blast site after an explosion 

near the Red Fort in the old quarters of Delhi yesterday.                – AFP

Isabelle Leong
LANGKAWI – Authorities 

in Malaysia and Thailand have 
recovered at least 21 bodies as they 
search for survivors after a boat 
carrying undocumented migrants 
capsized, police and maritime 
officials said yesterday.

Officials said the boat was 
carrying about 70 migrants, many 
believed to be from Myanmar’s 
persecuted Rohingya community 
trying to reach Malaysia, when it 
capsized near Thailand’s Tarutao 
island four days ago.

They were believed to have 
been part of a larger group of some 
300 people who were split between 
at least two boats, police said.

Tarutao is just north of Malaysia’s 
island resort of Langkawi, where 
officials said search-and-rescue 
operations were being concentrated.

Romli Mustafa, director of the 
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement 
Agency (MMEA) in the northern 
states of Kedah and Perlis, said 
rescuers found five more bodies 
yesterday, without disclosing their 
nationality or ethnicity.

Seven recovered at the weekend 
were all identified as Rohingya.

“Our search counterpart, the 
Thai authorities, has so far found... 
a total of nine bodies. No survivors 

were found in Thai waters,” Romli 
told reporters yesterday evening.

Search-and-rescue operations 
were expected to last for seven 
days, he said, depending on further 
discoveries and the weather.

Romli said earlier yesterday at 
least 12 vessels were searching for 
survivors in an area of around 250 
square nautical miles, roughly the same 
size as the city-state of Singapore.

“We will continue to expand 
the search grid,” he said.

MMEA patrol vessels set out 
off Langkawi early yesterday in 
choppy seas under blazing tropical 
sun, according to AFP journalists 
on one of the vessels.

With spray lashing the decks, 
the harsh conditions forced the 
boat to seek temporary shelter 
at a nearby resort island before 
resuming the search.

‘High risk routes’
At least 13 people have been 

rescued alive, all Rohingya and 
Bangladeshis, police said.

Langkawi police chief Khairul 
Azhar Nuruddin said six of the 
dead were identified as Rohingya 
women and one a Rohingya girl.

He said police believed the group of 
some 300 migrants started their journey 
from Myanmar two weeks ago.

The second vessel that left 
Myanmar has also been reported 
missing, Malaysian police said on 
Sunday.

Relatively affluent Malaysia 
is home to millions of migrants 
from poorer parts of Asia, many of 
them undocumented, working in 
industries including construction 
and agriculture.

However, the crossings, 
facilitated by human trafficking 
syndicates, are hazardous and often 
lead to overloaded boats capsizing.

“Cross-border syndicates are 
now increasingly active in exploiting 
migrants by making them victims of 
human trafficking using high-risk 
sea routes,” Romli said.

He said after the mission 
finished for the day that more 
survivors would be found when it 
resumes this morning.

Syndicates charge up to 
US$3,500 per person for passage, 
Malaysian media have reported.

The Rohingya have been 
persecuted in Myanmar for decades 
and thousands risk their lives every 
year to flee repression and civil 
war, often aboard makeshift boats.

In 2024, some 657 Rohingya died 
in the region’s waters, according to the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees.     – AFP

BANGKOK – A tycoon linked 
to illegal scam hub operations on 
the Thai-Myanmar border will be 
extradited to face criminal charges 
in China, a court in Bangkok 
ordered yesterday.

Chinese businessman She 
Zhijiang, 43, has been in a detention 
in Thailand since 2022, fighting an 
extradition request from Beijing 
over his mega projects and gambling 
ventures in Shwe Kokko, Myanmar.

He holds Cambodian citizenship 
and has been on the run from 
Chinese authorities since 2012, 
according to Chinese media reports.

In its final ruling on the case, an 
appeals court in Bangkok said in a 
statement yesterday that it upheld 
an order for She’s extradition to 
China “within 90 days”.

She and his company Yatai 

have been slapped with sanctions 
by Britain and the United States.

The US Treasury said in 
September that Shwe Kokko 
was a “resort city custom built 
for gambling, drug trafficking, 
prostitution, and scams targeting 
people around the world”.

An Interpol red notice published 
May 2021 and obtained by AFP 
says She is facing criminal charges 
in China related to running online 
gambling and fraud operations.

In pleas written from a Bangkok 
prison and seen by AFP, She has 
denied all allegations of criminality 
and insisted his company was 
simply an “urban developer”.

His attorney Daniel Arshack 
told AFP the Chinese allegations 
against She were “fabricated” to 
compel Thailand to send him back.

Once in China, “like so many 
other individuals, it is expected 
that he will be deprived of due 
process, tortured, and ultimately 
disappeared,” Arshack said.

Sprawling fraud factories have 
boomed in war-torn Myanmar’s 
loosely governed border regions, 
housing mostly Chinese workers 
targeting unsuspecting internet users 
with romance and business cons worth 
tens of billions of dollars annually.

Shwe Kokko, one of the most 
notorious scam compounds in 
the region, is a gleaming built-up 
city visible across the river from 
Thailand’s western border.

Earlier this month China 
sentenced five people to death 
for their involvement in a violent 
criminal gang with fraud operations 
in Myanmar’s Kokang region. – AFP

JAKARTA – Indonesia added 
former president Suharto to a list of 
national heroes during a ceremony 
yesterday, despite objections from 
activists and academics over the 
deceased military dictator’s human 
rights record.

In a decree read by the 
presidential military secretary, 
Suharto was named among 10 
honourees newly dubbed national 
heroes, joining a list of more than 
200 people that includes the first 
democratically elected president, as 
well as prominent women’s rights 
advocates, Islamic scholars and 
independence activists.

Sitting President Prabowo 
Subianto, Suharto’s former son-
in-law, presided over yesterday’s 
National Hero Day ceremony.

In response to outcry over the 
plan to include Suharto, Prabowo’s 
office had insisted he has the right 
to bestow the title upon whomever 
he chooses.

Former president Suharto, who 
died in 2008 aged 86, ruled Indonesia 
with an iron fist for more than three 
decades after grabbing power in 1967 
following a failed military coup.

His rule was marred by 
allegations of corruption and human 
rights abuses, including violent 
crackdowns on political dissent.

Last week, around 500 civil 
society members, activists and 
academics published a letter sent to 
Prabowo requesting he not proceed 
with the hero designation.

The letter said awarding Suharto the 
title was a betrayal of his victims and of 

democratic values, and constituted a 
dangerous distortion of history.

Prabowo himself has faced 
a series of violent protests since 
sweeping to electoral victory last 
year, mainly sparked by discontent 
over economic inequality and lavish 
perks for lawmakers.

The Commission for the 
Disappeared and Victims of 
Violence (Kontras), a local rights 
group, said designating Suharto 
a national hero was immoral and 
helped to normalise impunity.

“Suharto, as someone suspected 
of being involved in human rights 
violations, state violence and 
various offences related to human 
rights abuses, does not deserve to be 
awarded the title of national hero,” 
Kontras coordinator Dimas Bagus 
Arya told AFP.

State Secretary Prasetyo Hadi 
defended the government’s decision.

“It is part of how we honour 
our predecessors, especially our 
leaders, who undoubtedly have made 
extraordinary contributions to the nation 
and the country,” he told reporters.

Suharto’s daughter, Siti 
Hardiyanti Rukmana, and son, 
Bambang Trihatmodjo, were among 
the attendees of yesterday’s ceremony.

“Please remember what my father 
had done, from when he was young, 
until he was old, all his fights for this 
country and the Indonesian people,” 
Siti told reporters after the ceremony.

The other nine new heroes 
include slain labour activist Marsinah 
and former president Abdurrahman 
Wahid, who died in 2009.     – AFP

A woman pulls a child on an inflatable ring through floodwaters from the Chao 
Phraya River on Koh Kret island in Nonthaburi province, north of Bangkok, 

yesterday.                    – AFP

Death toll in Malaysia migrant shipwreck rises 
to at least 21

Thai court rules Chinese scam hub tycoon 
to be extradited

Indonesia names late dictator 
Suharto a national hero

Indian capital car blast kills at least 8
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Akshata Kapoor and Joe Jackson
LONDON – US President 

Donald Trump has threatened the 
BBC with a billion-US-dollar 
lawsuit, US sources said, as the 
broadcaster apologised yesterday 
for editing a speech that gave 
the impression he urged “violent 
action” just before the 2021 assault 
on the US Capitol.

Trump could seek US$1 billion 
in damages from the BBC, a source 
close to his legal team said, amid 
a growing furore that prompted the 
resignations on Sunday of two of 
the broadcaster’s top brass.

The source said the British 
broadcaster has been given 
until Friday to retract the 2024 
documentary and apologise for the 
documentary broadcast just before 
the 2024 US presidential election.

Trump has been accused of 
launching lawsuits to stifle US 
media. But the latest controversy 
has reignited a debate over the 
British broadcaster, cherished by 
many but which has faced long-
standing accusations of bias, from 
both ends of the political spectrum.

A spokesman for Trump’s 
private legal team confirmed that a 
letter had been sent to the BBC but 
did not give details.

“The BBC defamed President 
Trump by intentionally and 
deceitfully editing its documentary 
in order to try and interfere in the 
presidential election,” the spokesman 
said in a statement to AFP.

“President Trump will continue 
to hold accountable those who traffic 
in lies, deception, and fake news.”

A BBC spokesperson said: “We 
will review the letter and respond 
directly in due course.”

‘Vital role’
In a letter sent to MPs, BBC 

chairman Samir Shah said the 
broadcaster accepted that the 
editing of Trump’s speech for the 
documentary “did give the impression 
of a direct call for violent action”.

“The BBC would like to apologise 
for that error of judgement,” he 
added, vowing to reform oversight 
within the broadcaster.

Director general Tim Davie and 
BBC News CEO Deborah Turness 
stepped down over the escalating 
backlash on Sunday.

Trump promptly celebrated, 
accusing BBC journalists of being 

“corrupt” and “dishonest”. His press 
secretary called the broadcaster 
“100-percent fake news”.

However, Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer’s spokesman told reporters 
the organisation “has a vital role in 
an age of disinformation”.

“It’s important that the BBC 
acts swiftly to maintain trust and 
correct mistakes quickly when 
they occur,” he added.

The government is preparing 
a review of the BBC’s charter, 
which outlines the corporation’s 
governance and funding framework. 
The current charter ends in 2027.

The broadcaster, which has cut 
hundreds of jobs amid stretched 
finances, is funded by a licence fee 
paid by anyone who watches live 
TV in Britain.

Some have welcomed the 
resignations as a timely reckoning 
for the BBC, while others fear the 
influence of right-wing detractors, 
including in the United States.

Ed Davey, leader of the centrist 
Liberal Democrats, urged Starmer 
to tell Trump to “keep his hands 
off” the BBC.

Former BBC journalist 
Karen Fowler-Watt, head of the 
journalism department at City St 
George’s University in London, 
told AFP the institution was “now 
really in a situation of crisis”.

She noted it was “very difficult 
not to see this as a right-wing 
attack, given the media ecosystem 
in which we all now live”.

Controversies
In London, Britons were both 

critical and sympathetic.

Jimmy, who works in 
construction and declined to give 
his surname, told AFP the BBC’s 
reputation had been “tarnished” 
and it had “shown that they’re not 
impartial”.

But 78-year-old writer Jennifer 
Kavanagh said it has “always been 
attacked from the right and from 
the left”.

“They can never get it right,” 
she added.

Its latest crisis intensified after 
the right-wing Daily Telegraph 
newspaper reported last week that a 
former external standards adviser’s 
warnings of serious and widespread 
failings of impartiality and systemic 
bias had been ignored.

That included the editing of 
sections of Trump’s January 6, 
2021, speech ahead of the mob 
attack on the US Capitol following 
the 2020 US presidential election.

It appeared he had told 
supporters he was going to walk 
there with them and “fight like 
hell”, whereas the president also 
told the audience in the intervening 
period “we’re going to cheer on our 
brave senators and congressmen 
and women”.

Earlier this year, the BBC 
apologised for “serious flaws” 
in the making of another 
documentary, about the Gaza war, 
which the UK’s media watchdog 
deemed “materially misleading”.

It also faced criticism for 
failing to pull a livestream of 
punk-rap duo Bob Vylan during 
this year’s Glastonbury festival 
after its frontman made anti-Israel 
comments.     – AFP

A BBC News cameraman films outside La Santé prison, ahead of the release of 
former French President Nicolas Sarkozy in Paris yesterday.            – AFP 

Jay Deshmukh and Alice Chancellor
JERUSALEM – US envoy Jared 

Kushner and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu held talks 
yesterday on the second phase of 
the Gaza ceasefire, as Washington 
intensified its efforts to ensure the 
fragile truce endures.

The truce, in effect for exactly a 
month now, has largely halted the war 
that erupted after Hamas’s surprise 
attack on Israel on October 7, 2023.

During the ongoing first stage, a 
series of prisoner and hostage exchanges 
took place over recent weeks.

Kushner met Netanyahu in 
Jerusalem yesterday as part of US 
efforts to stabilise the ceasefire and 
lay the groundwork for its next phase.

The two discussed some of the 
most sensitive aspects of phase two 
of the agreement, Israeli government 
spokeswoman Shosh Bedrosian told 
journalists.

“Together the two discussed 
phase one, which we are currently 
still in, to bring our remaining 
hostages, and the future of phase 
two of this plan, which includes the 
disarming of Hamas, demilitarising 
Gaza and ensuring Hamas will have 
no role in the future of Gaza ever 
again,” Bedrosian said.

“Phase two also includes the 
establishment of the international 
stabilisation force and the details of 
which of course together are being 
discussed.”

Hamas has repeatedly insisted 
that relinquishing its weapons is a 
red line.

Egypt, Qatar and Turkey are 
among the potential participants 
in the proposed international 
stabilisation force coordinated by 
Washington, but the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) has indicated it 
is unlikely to join without a clear 
operational framework.

“Under such circumstances, the 
UAE will probably not participate 
in such a force,” Emirati presidential 
adviser Anwar Gargash told the Abu 
Dhabi Strategic Debate Forum on 
Monday.

Turkey has been keen to join, 
but Netanyahu has repeatedly said 
Israel would not allow it.

“The prime minister said... there 
will be no Turkish boots on the 
ground,” Bedrosian said.

Turkey has been one of the most 
outspoken critics of the war in Gaza, 
and on Friday it issued arrest warrants 

accusing Netanyahu and several 
senior Israeli officials of genocide.

‘We still do not feel safe’
Since the truce began, Hamas 

has returned all 20 living hostages 
and the remains of 24 captives, 
including 21 Israelis.

Four bodies of hostages killed in the 
October 2023 attack remain in Gaza.

In exchange, Israel has freed 
nearly 2,000 prisoners and returned 
315 bodies of Palestinian captives.

The latest of those were the 
remains of 15 Palestinians handed 
over by Israel yesterday after Hamas 
a day earlier returned the remains of 
Lieutenant Hadar Goldin, killed in 
the 2014 Gaza war.

Goldin, killed while attempting 
to destroy Hamas tunnels near Rafah, 
had been missing for 11 years.

“Time has stood still. It still feels 
like he just left and is already coming 
back,” his sister Ayelet Goldin said 
in a statement on Monday.

“How do you process fighting 
for a brother who’s gone? How do 
you fight for a soldier who went 
into battle, fighting to bring him 
home, when in reality he’ll return in 
a casket? How are you supposed to 
feel? I still don’t know,” she said.

Despite the progress in hostage 
returns, Gazans remain anxious 
about their future.

“We still do not feel safe. Shooting 
continues ... we try to protect our 
children from psychological trauma 
and to help them forget the war and 
its effects,” said Salma Abu Shawish, 
40, a resident of Al-Bureij refugee 
camp in central Gaza.

“Life in Gaza is hard. We still 
lack food, and many families remain 
homeless. We only wish this nightmare 
would stop and never return.”

Israel and Hamas continue to accuse 
each other of violating the ceasefire.

Yesterday, the Israeli military said 
it killed two militants who approached 
the so-called “Yellow Line,” the 
boundary beyond which Israeli forces 
hold their positions in Gaza.

Gaza’s health ministry claimed 
Israeli forces have killed at least 242 
Palestinians in the territory since the 
ceasefire began.

Media restrictions in Gaza 
and difficulties in accessing 
many areas mean AFP is unable 
to independently verify details 
provided by the ministry or the 
Israeli military.      – AFP

Health and civil defence workers conduct a mass burial of Palestinians at a cemetery 
in Khan Yunis, in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. The health ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza said it had received on yesterday the bodies of 15 Palestinian prisoners 
under the US-brokered ceasefire exchange deal.                 – AFP

LONDON – British oil and gas 
giant Shell said yesterday that it 
was ending its participation in two 
offshore wind projects in the North 
Sea, part of its shift away from 
alternative energy to focus on its 
fossil fuels business.

The company announced last 
year that it would scale back various 
climate objectives in favour of oil 
and gas to raise profits.

It will stop developing the 

MarramWind and CampionWind 
turbine projects with partners in 
the North Sea after “a strategic 
review”, a spokesman said, adding 
that Shell now had no new offshore 
projects in Scotland.

“Shell’s strategic pivot focuses 
on playing to our strengths in power 
trading and integrated energy 
solutions rather than majority share 
investments in power generation 
assets,” it added in a statement.

Last month, Shell said it 
had abandoned construction of 
one of Europe’s largest biofuel 
plants in the Netherlands, citing 
unfavourable market conditions.

The announcement came as it 
unveiled a 24-percent jump in net 
profit in the third quarter to US$5.3 
billion, as trading margins and 
sales volumes improved despite 
falling oil prices.

– AFP

Shell drops two North Sea wind projects 
in fossil fuel shift

Kushner, Netanyahu discuss 
phase two of Gaza truce

Trump threatens US$1 billion action 
as BBC apologises for speech edit
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Imran Vittachi
WASHINGTON – The US 

Senate took a major step towards 
ending the longest government 
shutdown in the country’s history 
when it cleared the way for a formal 
debate on a motion to resume 
funding to federal agencies.

The development represents 
significant progress towards ending 
a government shutdown that has 
dragged on for over 40 days, 
halted funding to federal programs 
and disrupted air travel and other 
essential industries.

The breakthrough late Sunday 
(local time) came after Republican 
and Democratic lawmakers reached 
a stopgap agreement to fund the 
government through January, after 
wrangling over healthcare subsidies, 
food benefits and Trump’s firings of 
federal employees.

Following the deal, the 
Republican-led chamber approved 
a procedural vote by 60 votes to 40, 
putting a hard limit on how much 
longer senators can discuss the 
legislative measure.

It gave lawmakers a maximum 
of 30 more hours to conduct debate 
before voting on the motion, which 
will only need 50 votes to pass.

It will still need approval from 
the Republican-controlled House of 
Representatives before it lands on 
President Donald Trump’s desk – a 
process which could take days.

As the news emerged, Trump 
told reporters when he arrived at 

the White House after a weekend at 
his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida: “It 
looks like we’re getting very close 
to the shutdown ending.”

Democratic Senator Tim Kaine 
of Virginia was among the eight 
who joined Republicans to support 
the measure, saying: “I need a 
moratorium on the punishing of the 
federal workforce.”

Virginia is home to 300,000 
federal workers, and the deal would 
restore all furloughed employees 
and reverse reductions-in-force 
layoffs by the Trump administration.

The bill to keep the government 
funded at pre-shutdown levels 
“will protect federal workers from 
baseless firings, reinstate those who 
have been wrongfully terminated 
during the shutdown, and ensure 
federal workers receive back pay” 
as required by law, Kaine added.

Fellow Democrat Chuck 
Schumer could not be persuaded 
and voted against the measure, 
saying that “Republicans have spent 
the past 10 months dismantling the 
healthcare system, skyrocketing 
costs, and making every day harder 
for American families.”

But Republican Senator John 
Thune celebrated the win, and what 
it could mean for Americans facing 
intense financial strain.

“After 40 days of uncertainty, 
I’m profoundly glad to be 
able to announce that nutrition 
programmes, our veterans, and 
other critical priorities will have 

their full-year funding,” Thune said.
Stock markets rallied yesterday 

on hopes the shutdown could be 
nearing an end, with Tokyo and 
Hong Kong up more than one 
percent and European bourses 
higher in early trade.

Federal services in demand
Transportation Secretary Sean 

Duffy said earlier on Sunday that 
if the shutdown continued, the 
number of flights being cut would 
multiply – even as Americans gear 
up to travel for the Thanksgiving 
holiday later this month.

Duffy warned that US air travel 
could soon “slow to a trickle,” as 
thousands more flights were cancelled 
or delayed over the weekend.

The number of cancellations 
both within the United States as 
well as to and from the country had 
surpassed 3,000, with more than 
10,000 delays, by Sunday evening, 
according to data from tracking 
platform FlightAware.

Without a deal, Duffy warned 
that many Americans planning 
to travel for the November 27 
Thanksgiving holiday are “not 
going to be able to get on an 
airplane, because there are not 
going to be that many flights that fly 
if this thing doesn’t open back up.”

It could take days for flight 
schedules to recover after the 
shutdown finally ends and federal 
funding, including salaries, starts to 
flow again.

According to lawmakers, the 
bill would restore funding for 
the SNAP* food stamp program 
which helps more than 42 million 
lower-income Americans pay for 
groceries.

It would also ensure a vote on 
extending healthcare subsidies that 
are set to expire at the end of this year.

Many Democrats in the House 
and beyond the beltway have 
opposed the deal.

Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez pointed out that the 
average monthly SNAP benefit is 
US$177 per beneficiary and the 
average monthly healthcare benefit 
under the Affordable Care Act is up 
to US$550 per person.

“People want us to hold the line 
for a reason. This is not a matter 
of appealing to a base. It’s about 
people’s lives,” the Democrat wrote 
on X.

“Working people want leaders 
whose word means something.”

Democratic California governor 
Gavin Newsom also panned 
the move with one word on X: 
“Pathetic.”      – AFP

* The Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Programme (SNAP) 
is the largest federal nutrition 
assistance programme in the US. Its 
primary goal is to combat hunger 
and improve the health of low-
income people and their families 
by providing them with financial 
benefits to purchase eligible food 
items. – DeepSeek

Alexandre Marchand, Eleonore 
Dermy and Nicolas Gaudichet

PARIS – Nicolas Sarkozy 
yesterday was freed from prison, 
a 20-day experience the former 
president called a “nightmare”, as 
a judge ordered his release pending 
an appeal decision over Libyan 
funding.

Sarkozy was freed from La 
Santé prison in Paris shortly before 
3 p.m. (local time) yesterday, a 
source familiar with the case told 
AFP.

The 70-year-old former 
president, who maintains his 
innocence, departed in a car with 
tinted windows, escorted by police 
motorcyclists.

A lower court in September 
found the right-wing politician – 
who was head of state from 2007 to 
2012 – guilty of seeking to acquire 
funding from Muammar Gaddafi’s 
Libya for the campaign that saw 
him elected, and sentenced him to 
five years behind bars.

He entered jail on October 21, 
becoming the first former head 
of a European Union state to be 
incarcerated, and his lawyers 
swiftly sought his release.

The appeals case means that 
Sarkozy is now presumed innocent 
again.

During the examination of 
Sarkozy’s request in court earlier 
yesterday, prosecutors had called 
for him to be freed ahead of the 
appeal trial to take place in March.

Christophe Ingrain, a member 
of Sarkozy’s defence team, hailed 
his client’s release as “a step 
forward”.

‘Very hard’
During the court hearing earlier 

yesterday, the former leader spoke 
about his imprisonment via video 
call from jail.

“It’s hard, very hard, certainly 
for any prisoner. I would even say 
it’s gruelling,” he said.

He thanked the prison staff, 
whom he said “showed exceptional 
humanity and made this nightmare 
– because it is a nightmare – 
bearable.”

Prosecutor Damien Brunet 
asked that Sarkozy’s request for 
release be granted.

“The risks of collusion and 
pressure on witnesses justify the 
request for release under judicial 
supervision,” he said.

In the courtroom showing their 
support were his wife, the singer and 
model Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, and two 
of the former president’s sons.

The lower court in late 
September ordered Sarkozy to go 
to jail, even if he appealed, due 
to the “exceptional gravity” of the 
conviction.

The court yesterday banned 
Sarkozy from leaving France.

The former president was also 
prohibited from contacting former 
Libyan officials as well as senior 
French judicial officials including 
Justice Minister Gérald Darmanin.

Sarkozy last month received 
a visit from Darmanin, despite 
warnings from France’s top 
prosecutor Remy Heitz that it risked 
“undermining the independence 
of magistrates” before the appeal 
hearing.

‘Fair decision’
Sarkozy, seen as a mentor to 

many conservative politicians, still 
enjoys considerable influence and 
popularity on the French right.

“A fair and dignified decision, 
worthy of a man who has given 
so much to our country,” Laurent 
Wauquiez, the parliamentary leader 
of the conservative Republicans, 
said on X.

In La Santé prison, the former 
president was separated from other 
prisoners, with two bodyguards 
occupying a neighbouring cell to 
ensure his safety.

Interior Minister Laurent 
Nunez said it was necessary in 
view of his status and “the threats 
against him”.

Sarkozy is the first French leader 
to be incarcerated since Philippe 
Pétain, the Nazi collaborationist 
head of state, who was jailed after 
World War II.

His social media account last 
week posted a video of piles of 

letters, postcards and packages it 
said had been sent to him, some 
including a collage, a chocolate bar 
or a book.

Legal woes
Sarkozy has faced a flurry 

of legal woes since losing his 
re-election bid in 2012, and has 
already been convicted in two other 
cases.

In one, he served a sentence 
for graft – over seeking to secure 
favours from a judge – under house 
arrest while wearing an electronic 
ankle tag, which was removed after 
several months.

In another, France’s top court 
is later this month to rule over 
accusations of illegal campaign 
financing in 2012.

In the so-called “Libyan case”, 
prosecutors said his aides, acting 
in Sarkozy’s name, struck a deal 
with Gaddafi in 2005 to illegally 
fund his victorious presidential 
election bid.

Investigators believe that in 
return, Gaddafi was promised 
help to restore his international 
image after Tripoli was blamed 
for the 1988 bombing of a plane 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, and 
another over Niger in 1989, killing 
hundreds of passengers.

The court convicted Sarkozy of 
criminal conspiracy over the plan. 
But it did not conclude that he 
received or used the funds for his 
campaign.     – AFP

US House Speaker Mike Johnson talks to reporters yesterday on Capitol Hill in 

Washington, DC, after the US Senate reached a deal late Sunday (local time) to fund 

the federal government, aiming to end its longest shutdown in history.               – AFP 

French police officers stand guard in the street leading to the home of former 
French president Nicolas Sarkozy awaiting his arrival after leaving La Santé prison, 

in Paris yesterday, following his release.               – AFP 

US senators take major step towards ending record shutdown

Sarkozy released from jail ‘nightmare’ pending appeal trial
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BELÉM – With a spear in hand 
and red hair rising like fire, the 
mischievous forest guardian from 
Brazil’s indigenous folklore, Curupira, 
is the mascot of this year’s UN 
climate conference in the Amazon.

The mythical creature’s name is 
believed to be a fusion of the Tupi-
Guaraní words curumim (“boy”) 
and pira (body”).

Dressed in a loincloth made of 
tree leaves, the legendary being 
has a peculiar trait that might go 
unnoticed if you don’t look down: 
his feet are turned backward.

That way, as he roams the 
jungle, the trickster spirit confuses 
poachers and intruders who might 
try to track him down.

Brazil’s first lady, Rosangela 
“Janja” da Silva, often wore a T-shirt 
bearing the mascot’s image during 
official events ahead of COP30, 
which opened yesterday in Belém – 
a key gateway city to the Amazon.

“Curupira is above all a 
fantastic, magical being – a 
defender of the forest, a protector 

of trees and animals,” said Januária 
Alves, author of a book on the 
mythical figure, in a statement 
released by the UN climate 
conference organizers.

Beyond this age-old folklore, 
deeply rooted in northern Brazil, 
the Amazon faces real invaders – 
timber traffickers, gold miners and 
agricultural operators who cut down 
trees or set them on fire to seize land.

The Amazon rainforest plays a 
vital role in stabilising the planet’s 
climate by absorbing greenhouse 
gases.

President Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva has placed it at the heart of 
what he calls the “Forest COP.”

But some have mocked the 
mascot: Nikolas Ferreira, a right-
wing lawmaker and outspoken 
supporter of former far-right 
president Jair Bolsonaro, took to X 
to ridicule the choice.

“Excellent choice to represent 
Brazil and our forests,” he said. 
“He walks backward – and catches 
fire.”      – AFP

This handout picture released by the 
Brazilian Presidency shows Brazilian 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
posing with Curupira, the mascot of the 
COP30 UN Climate Change Conference, 
in Belém, Pará State, northern Brazil, 
on Friday.        – AFP 

QUITO – Authorities said at 
least 27 inmates were found dead by 
asphyxiation on Sunday afternoon 
(local time) at an Ecuadoran prison 
where an armed riot left four others 
dead and dozens injured in the 
morning.

In a statement, prison authorities 
said the 27 individuals found dead at 
the Machala prison in El Oro province 
had “among themselves committed 
asphyxiation, which caused 
immediate death by suspension.”

Authorities said they were still 
working to “fully clarify the facts,” 
and forensic medical personnel 
were on site to verify information.

The deadly day at Machala’s 
prison marks the latest spasm of prison 
unrest in the South American country.

Ecuadoran prisons have become 
operational centres for rival drug-
trafficking gangs, with over 500 
inmates killed in fighting between 
groups competing to control the 
lucrative but illegal trade.

The morning incident broke 
out around 3 a.m. at the prison in 

Machala, a southwestern city.
Local residents could hear gunfire, 

explosions, and cries for help coming 
from inside the prison’s walls.

Ecuador’s SNAI prison 
authority issued a statement saying 
that four people had died in the 
morning violence, while 33 inmates 
and one police officer were injured.

Elite police teams entered the 
prison immediately and regained 
control after the riot broke out, the 
agency said.

But it did not specify the 
identities of the deceased or confirm 
whether the violence was another 
case of inter-gang fighting.

Violence is believed to be 
connected to plans to move some 
inmates into a new maximum-
security prison built by the 
government of President Daniel 
Noboa in another province that is 
due to be inaugurated this month.

At the end of September, another 
armed confrontation at the prison 
in Machala left 13 inmates and a 
prison official dead.     – AFP

Ecuadorian police stand guard yesterday as members of a maintenance crew clean 
up after a deadly riot at the Machala jail in Machala, Ecuador.                – AFP

LA PAZ – Rodrigo Paz, a pro-
business conservative, took office 
on Saturday as Bolivia’s president, 
ending nearly 20 years of socialist 
rule and inheriting acute economic 
woes.

Paz, the 58-year-old son of a 
former president, drew applause 
at the swearing-in ceremony at 
the Bolivian seat of Congress as a 
torrential downpour fell outside.

“God, family and country: yes, I 
take the oath of office,” said Paz, who 
won a run-off election last month.

In his inauguration speech, 
he said Bolivia would now be 
different and open to the world 
after two decades of leftist rule that 
many here blame for the country’s 
economic ills.

Under Evo Morales, in office 
from 2006 to 2019, Bolivia took a 

sharp turn to the left, nationalising 
energy resources, breaking ties 
with Washington and making 
alliances with China, Russia and 
fellow leftists in Cuba, Venezuela 
and elsewhere in Latin America.

In one of his first official acts, 
Paz restored ambassador-level 
diplomatic relations with the United 
States after a 17-year break – a rift 
that came after Morales accused the 
former US envoy of supporting a 
right-wing conspiracy.

“Never again an isolated Bolivia, 
bound by failed ideologies, or a 
Bolivia with its back turned to the 
world,” Paz said during a ceremony 
attended by delegations from more 
than 70 countries and local VIPs.

Paz will have to address 
Bolivia’s worst economic crisis 
in 40 years, with year-on-year 

inflation at more than 20 percent 
and a chronic shortage of fuel and 
US dollars.

Long queues for motorists 
seeking to fill their tanks have 
become a way of life.

The outgoing government of 
Luis Arce exhausted almost all of 
Bolivia’s hard currency reserves to 
prop up gasoline and diesel subsidies.

On the campaign trail, 
the Christian Democrat Paz 
promised a “capitalism for all” 
approach to economic reform, 
with decentralisation, lower taxes 
and fiscal discipline mixed with 
continued social spending.

He also promised to maintain 
social programmes while stabilising 
the economy, but economists have 
said the two things are not possible 
at the same time.                   – AFP

FRANKFURT AM MAIN – The 
prime suspect in the disappearance 
of British toddler Madeleine 
“Maddie” McCann, a man who was 
released from prison in September, 
could be allowed to leave Germany 
following a court decision, a court 
spokesperson said on Sunday.

Christian Brückner, who was 
revealed as a suspect in the case 
in 2020 but never charged, was 
released from a German prison 
on September 17 after serving a 
sentence on separate rape charges.

An appeals court in Celle 
in northern Germany “partially 
overturned one of the conditions 
imposed on Mr Brückner, according to 
which he had to establish his residence 
in Germany”, a court spokesperson 
confirmed to AFP on Sunday.

Following the partial reversal, 

the court “will have to rule again” 
on the issue of his residency, the 
spokesperson added.

The German tabloid Bild had 
on Sunday first reported the court 
decision, which was taken on 
October 28.

Considered dangerous by 
prosecutors, Brückner was required 
after his release to wear an electronic 
tag, inform the court in advance of 
any change of address or residence 
in Germany, and obtain its approval.

Brückner has been spotted 
sleeping in a tent in a park in Kiel, 
a city on the Baltic Sea in northern 
Germany, under the constant 
surveillance of two police officers 
assigned to protect him.

Three-year-old Maddie vanished 
from her family’s holiday apartment 
in southern Portugal’s Praia da Luz 

resort in May 2007 while her parents 
had dinner at a nearby restaurant.

Despite a huge international 
search and global media attention, 
no trace of her has been found and 
no one has been charged over her 
disappearance.

German prosecutors in a 
bombshell announcement in 2020 
named Brückner, who is known to 
have lived in the area on and off at 
the time, as their top suspect.

They have said they have 
“concrete evidence” but not enough 
to secure a conviction, and have 
therefore refrained from charging 
him over Maddie’s killing.

Brückner has a string of 
previous convictions for crimes 
including theft, drug trafficking, 
assault, child pornography, child 
abuse, and rape.     – AFP

MADRID – Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sánchez on Sunday 
said improving ties with Mexico is 
a priority for his government after 
years of diplomatic tensions over 
Spain’s colonial past.

Sánchez acknowledged the 
“light and shadow” in their shared 
history during an interview with 
Spain’s El País daily, stressing that 
recognising both is key to building 
stronger relations.

“I can guarantee that for Spain, 
normalising our relations with a 
country we consider very close is a 
priority,” he said.

The prime minister highlighted 
Mexico’s support for Spanish exiles 
after the 1936-39 civil war, noting 
the historic and cultural bonds 
between the two nations.

Relations have been strained in 
recent years due to calls by Mexican 
leaders for an official apology from 
Spain for colonial-era abuses.

In 2019, then-President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador sent a 
letter to Spain’s King Felipe VI 
demanding an apology for the 
abuses committed during the 1519-
1521 Spanish conquest of Mexico 

and the ensuing three centuries of 
colonial rule.

Spain rejected the request while 
the king did not respond publicly.

The issue resurfaced last month 
when Mexican President Claudia 
Sheinbaum renewed calls for an 
official apology.

In response, Spain’s Foreign 
Minister José Manuel Albares 
acknowledged the “pain and injustice” 
inflicted on indigenous peoples during 
the Spanish conquest of the Americas.

“There was injustice – it is only 
fair to recognise it today, and fair to 
regret it. Because that is also part of 
our shared history, and we cannot 
deny or forget it,” he added.

Mesoamerica, a region that 
comprised parts of Mexico and 
Central America, had an estimated 
population of 15 million to 30 million 
people when conquistador Hernán 
Cortés arrived with an army of several 
hundred men, bringing horses, swords, 
guns – and smallpox – in 1519.

After a century of battles, 
massacres and plagues, only an 
estimated one million to two million 
indigenous inhabitants remained.

– AFP

Authorities say 31 fond dead in 
Ecuador jail, many asphyxiated

Spanish PM calls for stronger ties 
with Mexico after colonialism row

COP30 has a mascot: the !ery-
haired guardian of Brazil’s forest

‘Maddie’ suspect could be allowed to leave 
Germany: court

Bolivia’s new president takes over, inherits 
economic mess



TUESDAY November 11, 2025 The Macau Post Daily 13
SPORT

Your trusted source for real news 

Atalanta sack coach Juric 
after poor start to season

ROME – Croatian 
Ivan Juric has been sacked 
as coach of Atalanta after 
back-to-back Serie A 
defeats left them in the 

bottom half of the table, the club 
announced yesterday.

Atalanta slipped to a 3-0 home 
loss to Sassuolo on Sunday which 
dropped them to 13th in the standings.

The Bergamo club had started 
the season with a nine-match 
unbeaten streak in the league, albeit 
with seven of them draws, before 
losing to Udinese and Sassuolo.

Atalanta said in a statement that 
Juric and his coaching staff had all 
been dismissed.

Juric lasted less than two months 
last year in a miserable spell at 
Roma, before taking over at English 
side Southampton.

He stepped down when the 
Saints became the earliest team 
to ever suffer relegation from the 
Premier League in early April.

Juric replaced hugely successful 
previous boss Gian Piero Gasperini 
who left Atalanta for Roma in the 
summer after nine years in charge.

Atalanta have fared better 
in Europe this season than 
domestically and sit 16th in the 
Champions League table with seven 
points from four games.         – AFP

Injured Courtois set to 
miss Belgium World Cup 
qualifiers

MADRID – Belgium goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois is a doubt for 
their World Cup qualifiers against 
Kazakhstan and Liechtenstein after 
pulling a leg muscle playing for 
Real Madrid, the Spanish club said 
yesterday.

Courtois, 33, suffered an 
adductor injury during Madrid’s 

goalless league draw at Rayo 
Vallecano on Sunday.

Madrid did not specify 
the estimated duration of the 
goalkeeper’s absence, but Spanish 
press reports claimed he will be out 
for between 10 and 12 days.

Courtois could therefore be 
back for their La Liga match against 
Elche on November 23.

Belgium will qualify for next 
year’s World Cup if they win in 
Kazakhstan on Saturday.

They round off their Group J 
campaign against Liechtenstein 
three days later.      – AFP

ASC acquire majority 
share in Atletico Madrid

MADRID – Atletico 
Madrid will come under 
new ownership after global 
sports investment company 
Apollo Sports Capital 

(ASC) reached a deal to become the 
majority shareholder, the Spanish 
La Liga club announced on Monday.

The deal was announced after 
ASC reached an agreement with the 
club and their main shareholders, 
Miguel Angel Gil Marin, Enrique 
Cerezo, Quantum Pacific Group, 
and funds managed by Ares 
Management.

According to the Spanish press, 
Atletico have been valued at around 
2.5 billion euros (US$2.89 billion).

“As part of the agreement, Miguel 
Angel Gil and Enrique Cerezo will 
continue to lead Atletico Madrid as 
CEO and president, respectively, and 
will remain shareholders, ensuring 
the continuity and vision of the 
project and its leadership,” the club 
said in a statement.

Gil Marin was Atletico’s 
majority shareholder with Holdco, 
a company that controlled the club 
with a 70.39 percent stake, while 
Quantum Pacific, a British company 

created by Israeli magnate Idan 
Ofer, held 27.81 percent.

In Holdco, Gil Marin holds 
50.82 percent of the shares, but Ares 
Management has 33.96 percent and 
Cerezo has 15.22 percent.

“ASC’s investment will 
strengthen our club’s position among 
the football elite and support our 
ambition to deliver long-term success 
for our millions of fans around the 
world,” the statement said.

“As long-term investors, ASC and 
the current shareholders will work 
with Atletico Madrid’s management 
to strengthen the club’s financial 
solidity, its sporting competitiveness, 
and its contribution to the 
community,” the club continued.

Atletico are currently fourth in 
La Liga, six points behind city rivals 
Real Madrid who top the table. – AFP

Messi wants Nou Camp 
return to say ‘good-bye’

BARCELONA – Argentina 
and Barcelona legend Lionel Messi 
said yesterday he had visited the 
renovated Camp Nou and hoped for a 
return one day to say his “goodbye”.

Messi, 38, left the Catalan club 
in 2021 for Paris Saint-Germain 
due to the outfit’s dire financial 
problems before moving to Inter 
Miami two years later.

“Last night I returned to a place 
I deeply miss. A place where I was 
immensely happy, where you made 
me feel a thousand times like the 
happiest person in the world,” the 
eight-time Ballon d’Or winner said 
on Instagram.

“I hope one day I can return, and 
not just to say goodbye as a player, 
as I was never able to do...,” the 
2022 World Cup champion added.

Messi scored twice on Saturday 
for Inter Miami to help them into 
the next round of the MLS Cup 
play-offs.     – AFP

Oliver Trust
BERLIN – German 

national coach Julian 
Nagelsmann called for 
greater efficiency from 

his strikers ahead of the team’s final 
two 2026 FIFA World Cup qualifiers 
against Luxembourg on Friday and 
Slovakia next Monday.

Nagelsmann issued a pointed 
challenge to Galatasaray striker 
Leroy Sane, suggesting his 
opportunities with the national team 
are not unlimited.

“There won’t be many more 
chances for Leroy. He is a gifted 
player, able to do all the team 
needs. It’s time to prove his skills,” 
Nagelsmann said.

Regarding 19-year-old Cologne 
midfielder Said El Mala, Nagelsmann 
emphasized that “we are not blessed 
with a lot of his type covering the 8 or 
10,” referring to the central attacking 
midfield positions.

Nagelsmann has demanded 
“more speed in general” for the final 

qualifiers of 2025, urging a strong 
finish after what he called “the one 
mishap we already used” - a 2-0 loss 
to Slovakia.

“Making it to the World Cup is 
the most urgent goal, but we need to 
improve our performance inside and 
around the box,” Nagelsmann said.

He has given opportunities 
to promising talents like El Mala 
and Bayern Munich’s Lennart 
Karl because of their creativity 
and speed, a move necessitated by 
injuries to key players.

Bayern Munich’s Jamal Musiala 
and Arsenal striker Kai Havertz are 
sidelined, while Borussia Dortmund 
defender Nico Schlotterbeck’s partici-
pation is in doubt due to a foot injury.

The tough qualification run has 
increased pressure on Nagelsmann, 
whose squad selection has faced 
public criticism from former German 
internationals and TV pundits.

Stefan Effenberg, Didi Hamann 
and Lothar Matthaus have called for 
an end to Nagelsmann’s ongoing 

experiments. They questioned the 
inclusion of Sane and El Mala over 
established players like Stuttgart 
midfielder Angelo Stiller and full-
back Maximilian Mittelstadt.

Effenberg demanded an explana-
tion for the decisions, describing the 
coach’s communication as lacking.

“It’s not only me not 
understanding the move; everyone 
is stunned,” Effenberg said.

Matthaus said Nagelsmann’s 
constant testing hinders the team’s 
quest for consistency.

“The team can’t gain stability 
due to the coach’s back and forth,” 
Matthaus added.

Both pundits said El Mala’s 
call-up seemed premature. The 
midfielder has played only 12 first-
division matches, scoring four goals 
and providing two assists.

Hamann said it was a mistake 
not to call up Borussia Dortmund 
striker Maximilian Beier and that El 
Mala’s nomination was too hasty.

–  Xinhua

ROME – Italy 
coach Gennaro Gattuso 
yesterday called for 
“maximum commit-
ment” from his side as 

the Azzurri’s bid to qualify directly 
for the 2026 World Cup is no lon-
ger in their hands.

Italy play away in Moldova 
on Thursday and host Norway 
in Milan on Sunday. The Italians 
are second in Group I three points 
behind leaders Norway.

“This won’t be a simple 
outing; I want to see maximum 
commitment to continue what we 
started in September,” Gattuso 
told a pre-match press conference.

“Against Moldova, we’ll 
try out players who haven’t had 
much playing time, but we have 
to think about ourselves and not 
about what Norway will do,” he 
continued.

“The match against Moldova is 
the most important because the one 
against Norway is easier to prepare 
for. We know that this Norwegian 
team can cause us problems, with 
their speed, their physical presence, 
their exceptional style of football,” 
the former AC Milan and Napoli 
coach said.

Italy failed to reach the last 
two World Cup tournaments. 
They are guaranteed to reach the 
play-offs as second in their group.

They can still mathematically 
finish first, and qualify directly 
for the next World Cup in north 
America, by beating Moldova 
and Norway.

However, they would need to 
win by scoring a lot of goals in 
each match to overtake Norway, 
who have a significantly better 
goal difference.

Gattuso will be without 
Fiorentina striker Moise Kean, 
who has scored six goals in his 
last four appearances for the 
national team, and was injured 
while playing for his club.

Liverpool winger Federico 
Chiesa has decided against 
playing for Italy during the 
November break. Chiesa has not 
played for the Italy national team 
since the 2024 Euros.

Since succeeding Luciano Spal-
letti, who was dismissed after the 
3-0 defeat in Oslo in early June, 
Gattuso has revitalised Italy, who 
have now racked up four consecu-
tive wins with 16 goals scored.

The former AC Milan star also 
clarified that the training camp 
initially considered to prepare for 
the playoffs at the end of March 
could not take place “due to a lack 
of available slots in the schedule”.

“It’s up to us to do our best by 
scouting players both in Italy and 
abroad,” he added.   – AFP

Gattuso wants ‘maximum 
commitment’ as Italy’s 

World Cup bid on the line

Nagelsmann demands e!ciency from 
Germany strikers in World Cup quali"ers

Benfica players speak with Portuguese referee Gustavo Correia after Casa Pia’s 
second goal during the Portuguese league match between SL Benfica and Casa 
Pia AC at Estadio da Luz in Lisbon on Sunday. The game ended in a 2 all draw. 

– AFP

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum (right) holds a FIFA World Cup 2026 
official ball next to one of the tournaments’ mascots, Maple the Moose, during an 
organisation plan presentation in Mexico City, yesterday.         – AFP

Football shorts
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F1

ROME – Ferrari president John 
Elkann issued a plea yesterday to 
the misfiring team’s two drivers, 
Lewis Hamilton and Charles 
Leclerc, calling on them to focus 
on driving, not talking.

Elkann’s intervention follows a 
disastrous weekend for the Formula 
One giants when both cars failed to 
finish the Sao Paulo Grand Prix.

The wretched double DNF 
prompted seven-time world cham-
pion Hamilton to reflect on “a night-
mare” first season at the Scuderia.

Hamilton was retired by the 
team after battling for 40 laps in 
a damaged car following several 
incidents in the opening laps and a 
penalty, while Leclerc’s race ended 
on lap six following a collision in 
which he was an innocent victim.

“It’s a nightmare,” said 
Hamilton at Interlagos.

“I’ve been living it now for a 
while and the flip between living the 
dream of driving for this amazing 
team and then the nightmare of the 
results that we’ve had,” added the 
former Mercedes driver.

Elkann said he wanted Hamilton 
and Leclerc to concentrate on the 
three race weekends remaining of 
an underwhelming 2025 season.

“It is certainly important that 
our drivers focus on their driving 
and talk less,” Elkann said.

“There are still important 
races left, and it is not impossible 
to achieve second place [in the 
constructors’ standings],” he added 
in comments reported by the AGI 
Agency at a sponsorship event for 
the 2026 Milan-Cortina Winter 
Olympics.

He pointed to Ferrari’s success 

in claiming the world endurance 
championship crown, saying “it 
is the demonstration that when 
Ferrari is a team, we win”.

“We need drivers who do not 
think about themselves, but who think 
about Ferrari,” he added pointedly.

Ferrari left Brazil after slipping 
from second to fourth in the 
constructors’ title race, and will be 
looking for a change of luck in the 
next race in Las Vegas.    – AFP

Ferrari boss tells Hamilton, Leclerc 
to drive, not talk

Ferrari’s British driver Lewis Hamilton (left) and Monegasque driver Charles 
Leclerc take part in the drivers’ parade ahead of the Sao Paulo Formula One Grand 
Prix at the Jose Carlos Pace racetrack, aka Interlagos, in Sao Paulo, Brazil on 
Sunday.                – AFP

4th NZ -W Indies T20 
washed out

Cricket
NELSON – The fourth Twenty20 

international between New Zealand 
and the West Indies was abandoned 
because of rain yesterday after less 
than seven overs of play.

New Zealand remain 2-1 up in 
the series with the fifth and final 
match to be played in Dunedin on 
Thursday.

The West Indies had reached 
38-1 off 6.3 overs after being 
asked to bat when a second rain 
interruption brought the final halt to 
the contest at Nelson’s Saxton Oval.

Alick Athanaze, who made 21, 
was the only wicket to fall when he 
attempted to loft a James Neesham 
delivery over mid-on only to miscue 
and be caught by Daryl Mitchell 
running back.

Fellow-opener Amir Jangoo was 
unbeaten on 12 and captain Shai 
Hope was not out on three.

New Zealand lost the opening 
match of the series at Auckland’s 
Eden Park by seven runs but won 
game two at the same venue by 
three runs.

They won the third match in 
Nelson by nine runs on Sunday.

– AFP
Ireland’s Osborne out of 
Autumn Nations Series

Rugby
LONDON – Ireland’s Jamie 

Osborne has been ruled out of 
the rest of the Autumn Nations 
Series after injuring his shoulder in 
Saturday’s 41-10 win against Japan.

The Leinster back, who started 
at full-back in Dublin and in the 
previous week’s defeat to the All 
Blacks in Chicago, was forced off 
in the second half on Saturday.

The 23-year-old, who had been 
covering for first-choice full-back 
Hugo Keenan, will miss the match 

against Australia on November 15 
and the clash with Rugby World 
Cup holders South Africa the 
following week.

Centre Garry Ringrose and 
Leinster teammate Josh van der Flier 
both have minor hamstring strains 
and will be assessed during the week.

Mack Hansen has linked up with 
the squad following a foot injury 
while centre Stuart McCloskey, 
who missed the Japan game with a 
groin problem, is expected to take a 
full part in training.

The Wallabies are bidding 
to bounce back from successive 
defeats. They were shocked 26-19 
by Italy on Saturday and lost 25-7 to 
England the previous week.   – AFP

Penarroya sacked as FC 
Barcelona basketball coach

Basketball
MADRID – FC Barcelona has 

sacked its basketball coach Joan 
Penarroya after a poor start to the 
season.

“Joan Penarroya is to leave his 
role as first team coach,” announced 
the FC Barcelona website.

The 56-year-old has lost his job 
after three painful losses, ending 
with Sunday’s 96-78 defeat to 
Basquet Girona, which follows 
home losses to UCAM Murcia and 
Real Madrid in the EuroLeague.

Those defeats, which are partly 
due to Barcelona’s defensive 
problems, leave the club 11th out of 
18 teams in the domestic Liga ACB 
with two wins and four defeats, 
while in the EuroLeague, Barcelona 
is ninth out of 20 teams with five 
wins and four losses.

Penarroya, who joined 
Barcelona at the start of the 2024-
2025 season, had a win-loss record 
of 51-41 with the club, failing to 
win any titles or contest any finals.

– Xinhua

Tennis

TURIN – Taylor Fritz got his 
bid for a first ATP Finals crown 
off to the best possible start with a 
comprehensive 6-3, 6-4 win over 
home favourite Lorenzo Musetti in 
Turin yesterday.

The 28-year-old American, who 
lost in last year’s final to Jannik 
Sinner, was out of the blocks quickly 
in the Jimmy Connors group match, 
taking an early break and holding 
on to pocket the first set.

The crowd did their best to lift a 
visibly fatigued Musetti who was a 
late addition to the line-up.

He only qualified for the Finals 
on Saturday after Novak Djokovic 
pulled out with injury, shortly after 
beating the Italian in the final of the 
Athens event.

Winning 84 percent of his first 
serves and giving away just four 
break point chances, none of which 
were taken, Fritz continued to 
control the match.

The American broke to go 3-1 up 
and served cleanly all the way to the line.

“I am really happy. I thought I did 
a lot of things really well,” Fritz said.

“I did a great job early on in the 
match to serve my way out of trouble 
and save some break points. The whole 
second set I played well and had a lot 
of chances to break that I didn’t get.

“I am really happy I was able to 
serve it out there and it didn’t come 
back to ruin it.”

Fritz qualified sixth for the 
Finals and after finishing runner-up 
last year is gearing up for another 
tilt at the title.

“Every time I come here, I like the 
conditions and it is very easy to get 
motivated and fired up,” said Fritz.

“You can lock in, it is the last 
tournament of the year and it is the 
ATP Finals, it’s a big deal.”

Neither player will have time to 
rest as both are back on court today.

Fritz faces Carlos Alcaraz who 
also got off to a winning start by 
beating Alex de Minaur on Sunday 
while Musetti takes on the Australian.

Later yesterday, Sinner took on 
the Canadian Felix Auger-Alissime 
in the Bjorn Borg group.     – AFP

Table tennis

FRANKFURT – Japan enjoyed 
a triumphant Sunday at the WTT 
Champions Frankfurt 2025, with 
Sora Matsushima and Hina Hayata 
claiming the men’s and women’s 
singles titles respectively.

18-year-old rising star Sora 
Matsushima claimed his first WTT 
Champions men’s singles crown 
with a 4-1 victory over home 
favorite Qiu Dang of Germany.

Matsushima raced to a 2-0 lead 
before Qiu pulled one back. Although 
the German held a strong advantage 
in the third game, the Japanese 
teenager kept his composure to seal 
the win in a tight finish.

“I didn’t expect to win this whole 
event, so I’m honestly just really 

happy. It was a really tight match, it 
could have gone either way. Dang is a 
really strong opponent, so I just kept 
to my game plan, and that led me to 
the victory today.” Matsushima said 
after the match.

In the women’s final, Hina 
Hayata outlasted top seed Miwa 
Harimoto 4-3 in a thriller.

Two weeks on from falling to 
Harimoto in the Final at WTT Star 
Contender London 2025, Hayata 
finally got her revenge, bagging 
her eighth WTT Series title and 
improving on her previous best at 
this event, since a semifinal finish 
at WTT Champions Frankfurt 2023.

Hayata surged ahead by taking 
the opening two games, but 
Harimoto responded with back-to-
back wins to level the match. Hayata 

regained control in the fifth game 
before Harimoto forced a decider. 
In the final game, both players 
traded leads, but Hayata seized her 
chance to close out the contest 11-9 
and secure the championship.

“It was a really tough match 
from the very start! So, I just 
focused on what I could do well, 
and prioritized enjoying and trying 
my very best in the match.” Hayata 
remarked.

The WTT Champions Frankfurt 
2025 ran from November 4-9, with 
32-player singles draws for both 
men and women. Winners earned 
1,000 world-ranking points.

China’s national team did not 
participate because of a schedule 
clash with the 15th National Games 
table tennis events.          – Xinhua

Japan sweep singles titles at WTT 
Champions Frankfurt 2025

‘Fired-up’ Fritz sees o! 
Musetti in ATP Finals

Sport in brief

This general view shows 
the tournament logo ahead 
of the France 2023 Rugby 
World Cup Pool A match 
between France and New 
Zealand at the Stade de 
France in Saint-Denis, on 
the outskirts of Paris on 
September 8, 2023. A judicial 
investigation has been 
opened for organised fraud 
targeting the companies 
that managed the VIP 
ticket market for the 2023 
Rugby World Cup, the Paris 
prosecutor’s office told AFP 
yesterday, after receiving 
a complaint from the 
organising committee. – AFP
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Andrew Marszal
LOS ANGELES – It is often 

said Hollywood doesn’t produce 
movie stars anymore.

So when someone with a 
square jaw and loads of charisma 
like Glen Powell is cast in Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s role for a reboot 
of “The Running Man,” people get 
excited.

But Powell, an unfailingly 
courteous Texan, who quit the Los 
Angeles life and moved home to 
Austin as his fame grew, is having 
none of it.

“I don’t find myself to be excep-
tional,” the 37-year-old told AFP.

“That era of action stars and 
movie stars? You can’t really com-
pare apples to oranges,” Powell said.

His role in the new “Running 
Man,” out on Friday, is certainly a far 
cry from the indestructible bluster of 
Schwarzenegger, Sylvester Stallone 
and Mel Gibson’s 20th-century 
action heroes, who were usually 
soldiers, cops and trained fighters.

Powell’s protagonist Ben 
Richards is an everyman, with 
no special skills beyond a rugged 
toughness and a very short fuse.

He reluctantly enters a deadly 
game show in which the entire 
world is trying to kill him: he needs 
to survive long enough to win prize 

money and buy life-saving medicine 
for his daughter.

“I’ve always identified myself 
as an underdog,” Powell said.

“Some of my favourite movies 
are ordinary people against 
extraordinary odds. And you don’t 
get more ordinary than Ben.”

The movie sees Powell’s hero 
get bashed and bruised, blown off a 
bridge, and has him abseiling down 
the side of a building in only a bath 
towel to escape from hoodlums.

The night before his AFP 
interview, Powell and director 
Edgar Wright screened the movie 
for Schwarzenegger.

Schwarzenegger’s response? 
“Oh, I feel so bad for you... It must 
have hurt!” Powell recalled.

“Arnold knows the pain that 
it takes to do an action movie 
properly. It was pretty badass to get 
his blessing.”

‘Carnage’
The film hews more closely to 

the original Stephen King novel than 
its 1987 big-screen predecessor.

Powell’s hero is pursued from city 
to city by professional killers. The 
contest’s producers are rigging each 
moment for maximum TV ratings.

Eerily, King set his novel 
in the United States of 2025, a 

then-futuristic vision of divisive 
autocrats, deepfake videos, and 
a health care crisis that drives 
everyday people to extremes.

Was it a stretch for Powell to 
imagine today’s public enjoying 
mayhem and slaughter, some of 
it fake and AI-generated, on their 
screens?

“We do live in this TikTok 
universe,” Powell said.

“We are seeing carnage... and 
yet we’re sort of away from it. You 
don’t engage with it as a human 
anymore.”

Powell said he is regularly sent 
deepfake videos by people who 
have not questioned the veracity or 
source of the content.

“That’s a really fun thing 
that we get to play with in this 
movie... ‘Where do you get the 

news from, and who is controlling 
information?’” Powell said.

‘Wild West’
Though he has been acting for 

years, Powell only shot to prominence 
as cocky fighter pilot Hangman in 
2022’s “Top Gun: Maverick.”

In a remarkable streak since, 
Powell appeared opposite Sydney 
Sweeney in rom-com “Anyone 
but You,” chased deadly storms in 
“Twisters,” and both co-wrote and 
starred in “Hit Man.”

Up next, he will lead a new 
fantasy film from “Lost” creator 
J.J. Abrams. Powell’s production 
company has a deal with Universal 
Pictures.

Those ventures into writing 
and producing are reminiscent of 
another classic action star, Stallone, 
who famously penned “Rocky” and 
insisted on being cast as the lead.

“I really didn’t ever want to wait 
for the phone to ring. Because I 
realised it never will, at least not with 
the calls you want,” Powell said.

“That’s sort of how I’ve moved 
through this town, trying to do it 
with a sense of initiative.

“Hollywood, it’s the Wild West 
right now,” he added. “I can’t really 
look backwards.”      – AFP

The ‘ordinary’ Arnie? Glen Powell reboots ‘The Running Man’

LOS ANGELES – “Predator: 
Badlands,” the latest instalment in 
the sci-fi horror franchise that started 
nearly 40 years ago, devoured the 
competition at the North American 
box office, debuting at US$40 
million, industry estimates showed 
on Sunday.

The 20th Century Studios 
film stars Dimitrius Schuster-
Koloamatangi as an outcast Predator 
who is the hero this time, teaming up 
with an android (Elle Fanning) on an 
epic journey to prove himself.

It is the ninth entry in the 
popular franchise launched in 
1987 with Arnold Schwarzenegger 
as its star.

In second place was 
Paramount’s “Regretting You,” the 
latest film adaptation of a Colleen 
Hoover novel, at US$7.1 million 
for the Friday to Sunday period, 
Exhibitor Relations reported.

Directed by Josh Boone, the 
romantic drama tells the story 

of a mother (Allison Williams) 
and teenage daughter (McKenna 
Grace) navigating life and love 
after tragedy strikes.

Universal’s horror sequel 
“Black Phone 2,” once again 
starring Ethan Hawke as a 
devilish villain, came in third with 
US$5.3 million in ticket sales in 
the United States and Canada.

Debuting in fourth place was 
“Sarah’s Oil,” MGM’s faith-
based drama drawn from history 
about a young Black girl in early 
20th century Oklahoma who 
inherits land she believes is oil-
rich. It earned US$4.5 million.

And in fifth place at US$4.1 
million was another new film, 
Sony’s “Nuremberg,” which 
retells the story of the postwar 
Nazi trials with a focus on Hitler’s 
right-hand man, Hermann Göring.

Russell Crowe’s portrayal 
of the Luftwaffe commander is 
earning Oscars buzz.  – AFP

Rania Sanjar
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia – In 

a fitness studio in Saudi Arabia, 
dozens of women sway to Arabic 
music as they practise belly 
dancing – an activity that many feel 
compelled to keep secret.

Despite their enthusiasm, none of 
them would give their real name or 
show their faces on camera, under-
lining the stigma and cultural preju-
dices surrounding the ancient dance.

In Arab communities, belly 
dancing has played many roles. 
It is a form of artistic expression, 
popular entertainment and a staple 
of classic Egyptian cinema.

More recently, many women 
around the world have taken it up as 
a group fitness routine and form of 
empowering self-expression.

But in Saudi Arabia, even closed-
door all-female sessions remain taboo.

“We’re a conservative society,” 
one participant said. “Belly dancing 
is seen as something sexy, and no 
family or husband would accept that 
men see you like that.”

It took AFP months to gain 
access to the class in Riyadh, 
a fiercely private affair where 
identities were strictly guarded.

Most of the participants said 
they feared how their families and 
friends would react.

“I won’t tell my family... out of 
respect for their dignity – they’re 
elderly,” the same participant, said 
on condition of anonymity.

It is a reminder of the deep-seated 
conservatism that still prevails in 
Saudi Arabia, despite a roll-back of 
social strictures in recent times.

Chief among the women’s 
concerns is that their families will 

see images of them dancing. Phone 
use is carefully monitored by the 
gym staff.

“Someone might harm me and 
record me, so there is always fear,” 
one dancer said.

Another said she could not 
tell her father she enjoyed belly 
dancing, knowing he would never 
accept it.

‘Sense of modesty’
Saudi Arabia is the cradle of 

the austere Sunni doctrine known 
as Wahhabism, which embraces a 
strict interpretation of Islamic law.

Under its 40-year-old de facto 
ruler, Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, the kingdom has loosened 
its arch-conservatism, allowing 
women to drive and shed their veils.

But cultural traditions remain 
and belly dancing, despite being a 
centuries-old art form, retains the 
stigma of being too suggestive.

To some, the dance with its 
revealing costumes and glittering 
sequins is linked to prostitution, but 
at the class in Riyadh the women are 
dancing for fitness and themselves.

The two instructors do not 
describe themselves as dancers, but 
coaches. They play up the fitness 
benefits.

“We’ve transformed dancing 
into a sport,” said one of them, 
calling herself Oni, the name she 
uses when sharing dance videos on 
social media – where she also hides 
her face.

“Saudis love to enjoy, have 
fun and appreciate life, but always 
within the boundaries of our 
religion and our sense of modesty,” 
added Oni.

Female empowerment
Around her, dancers of all ages 

shook their hips to Arabic music, 
shimmying barefoot as a woman 
with a neck tattoo played the 
derbake, a traditional drum.

The atmosphere was festive, like 
a “women-only party”, said another 
instructor, who also gave only her 
alias, Roro.

“All of us have fun and it’s con-
sidered to be stress relief,” she said.

Yoga studios and boxing gyms 
catering to women, as well as belly 
dancing classes, have sprouted 
around the capital – a far cry from 
the days when they were banned 
from sport.

Gyms and studios continue to be 
strictly divided along gender lines, 
with men and women prevented 
from exercising together.

Belly dancing, which originated 
outside the Arabian Peninsula, is “a 
bit more provocative than regional 
dance”, said Lisa Urkevich, profes-
sor of musicology and ethnomusi-
cology at Georgetown University.

“So one’s family may not want 
a girl to dance it at all at an event,” 
she told AFP.

But Saudi Arabia is a large, 
diverse country and, she added, 
“even among families themselves 
there are different perspectives on 
women and dance”.

The instructors told AFP they 
viewed dancing as more than a 
pastime or a way of keeping fit.

Classes are “deeply committed to 
female empowerment” and helping 
women feel confident, Oni said.

“Dance fosters those feelings – 
it brings a sense of community and 
strength.”      – AFP

‘Predator: Badlands’ conquers 
N American box officeSaudi belly dancers break taboos behind closed doors

US actors Glen Powell (right) and Christian Slater pose upon arrival for the New York 
premiere of Paramount’s “The Running Man” at AMC Lincoln Square Theater in New 
York City on Sunday.                  – AFP 
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Xu Ange (left) of Anhui competes during the handball 
men’s gold medal match against team Jiangsu at the 
15th National Games in Hong Kong, , yesterday.

– Xinhua

Gymnasts of team Sichuan perform in the three balls and 
two hoops event of the group all-around final of rhythmic 
gymnastics at the 15th National Games in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong Province, yesterday.        – Xinhua

Liu Zhong of Xinjiang 
competes during the 
equestrian dressage 
team final at the 15th 
National Games in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong 
Province, yesterday. 

  – Xinhua

Hong Kexin (top) of Jiangsu competes against 
Liang Hong of Guangdong during the women’s 57kg 
freestyle wrestling final at the 15th National Games in 
Qingyuan, Guangdong Province, yesterday. – Xinhua Han Xiaogang of Heilongjiang competes 

during the men’s park semifinals of 
skateboarding at the 15th National 
Games in Huizhou, Guangdong 
Province, yesterday.               – Xinhua

This multiple-exposure photo 
shows Hou Zhihui of Hunan 
competing in snatch during 
the women’s weightlifting 
49kg final at the 15th National 
Games in Dongguan, 
Guangdong Province, 
yesterday.    – Xinhua


