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First cross-boundary National
./ Games open with splendor, unity

ceremony the 15" National Games in Guangzhou last night.

V Members of the Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao delegations walk next to each other
last night during the opening ceremony of the 15" National Games in Guangzhou.

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, waves during the opening

GUANGZHOU - President Xi Jinping
declared the 15" National Games open last
night at the Guangdong Olympic Sports Center,
marking the first time the country’s premier
multi-sport event has been jointly hosted by
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao.

The opening ceremony, attended by
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
President Kirsty Coventry and IOC Honorary
President Thomas Bach, blended official
proceedings with cultural performances,
showcasing the vitality of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA),
one of the nation’s most open and economically
dynamic regions.

“The ceremony was an amazing blend of
culture, technology and sport,” Coventry said.

At 8 p.m., the ceremony unfolded on a
circular main stage surrounded by a ring of
water.

“These three regions are closely connected
to water — the sea and sky blend as one. From
the ceremonies to the performances, we
highlighted water to give the opening ceremony
a lively, fluid energy,” Chen Weiya, artistic
director of the opening ceremony, explained.

A standout moment of the parade was
the joint entry of the host delegations from
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao, followed

by a simultaneous flag-raising ceremony across
the three locations.

Themed “Shared Roots, Shared Heart, Shared
Dream,” the performances combined the heritage
and modern spirit of the Greater Bay Area
through music, dance and digital technology.

Iconic landmarks such as Hong Kong’s
Victoria Harbor, the Ruins of St. Paul’s in
Macao and Guangzhou’s Canton Tower were
brought to life through projections.

The first chapter, “Shared Roots,” traced
historical ties among the three regions. Dancers
performed alongside intelligent robots that
beat “goudiao,” a musical instrument similar
to chime bells.

The second act highlighted Lingnan
culture, from Cantonese Opera to Wing Chun.
Augmented reality elements accompanied
the Guangdong Lion Dance, and VR and AR
technology presented a dragon boat race.

The final segment brought together
performers from across the Greater Bay Area,
including a special appearance by Hong Kong
pop singer Andy Lau Tak-wah

The Games’ torch relay emphasized
collaboration and innovation. The flame
originated from combustible ice collected
1,522 meters beneath the South China Sea.

Continued on p.2
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Super Typhoon Fung-wong
makes landfall in Philippines

Super Typhoon Fung-wong slammed into the
Philippines’ eastern seaboard yesterday, the national
weather service said, after killing at least two people and
forcing more than a million to evacuate. — Story on p. 9
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US air travel could ‘slow to a trickle’ as
shutdown bites: transport secretary

Air travel in the US could soon “slow to a trickle,”
authorities warned yesterday as thousands more flights were
cancelled or delayed and passengers faced chaos triggered by
the federal government shutdown. — Storyon p. 11

COP30: Indigenous peoples vital to
humanity’s future, Brazilian minister

At COP30 in Belém, in northern Brazil’s Amazon region,
the country’s Minister of Indigenous Peoples, Sonia Guajajara,
hopes indigenous peoples will play a leading role in the interna-
tional climate conference that begins today. — Story on p. 12

eseccccccccccccscsccccce



MACAU

The Macau Post Daily

Macau karate team clinches
2 more golds, 2 bronzes

Sports Bureau (ID) Acting President See Lei Si Leng (front row, centre) poses with the local karate medals’ winners — Fong
Man Wai (front row, third from right), long Kuang Hou (front row, second from left), Lei Hong Kio (front row, second from
right), Xu Jia Cheng (front row, left), Cheang Pei Lok (back row, third from left), Fong Man Hou (back row, third from right),
Kuok Kin Hang (back row, second from right), coaches and representatives at Macau Forum in Zape on Saturday.

- Photo: Macau Sport Bureau

Armindo Neves

Macau men’s and women’s
kumeite (amateurs) mass partici-
pation event at the 15" National
Games karate competition was
held on Saturday, with the Macau
delegation securing two gold and

two bronze medals.

In total, Macau has accumu-
lated three gold and two bronze
medals at the local segment of the
15" National Games — an all-time
record for Macau’s participation in

the National Games.

The karate competition took
place between Thursday and
Saturday at the Macau Forum in

Zape.
The

Games.

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
yesterday issued a congratulatory
letter to the Macau karate team,
extending his most “sincere and
warmest” congratulations to the
athletes for their “outstanding
achievements” resulting in three
gold and two bronze medals at the
local segment of the 15" National

Games.

15" National Games,
held not just in Guangdong but
also in Hong Kong and Macau,
ends on November 21. The grand
opening ceremony was held in
Guangzhou last night. President
Xi Jinping officially opened the

Sam commended the athletes
for their “rigorous training and
dedication in bringing honour to
Macau”, he encouraged the athletes
to build upon this foundation,
continue to uphold the spirit of
sportsmanship and strive for further
excellence in the future.

Saturday’s two gold medal
winners are Fong Man Wai and
Iong Kuang Hou. Both secured
gold medals in the women’s 55kg
category and the men’s 67kg
category respectively. Saturday’s
two bronze medal winners are
Lei Hong Kio and Xu Jia Cheng,
which they also secured in the
women’s 55kg category and the
men’s 67kg category respectively.

Fong is Macau’s first female
gold medallist of the National
Games.

In the women’s kumite 55kg
category, the local team entered
Fong Man Wai and Lei Hong
Kio. The two teammates met
in the Round of 16, with Fong
advancing. Lei Hong Kio later
gained a repechage® opportunity
because Fong Man Wai reached
the final. In the gold medal match,
Fong faced an opponent from
Henan and won 2-0 to claim the
gold medal. Lei having qualified
via the repechage, advanced to
the bronze medal match, where
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Macau Weather

FINE APART FROM CLOUDY
PERIODS.

FORCE 4 TO 5 NORTHERLY
WINDS WITH GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL
RANGE BETWEEN 50% AND 85%.

AN

21°C~28°C
Source: SMG

she defeated an opponent from
Jiangsu 4-0 to win the bronze.

In the men’s kumite 67kg
category, Macau’s team was
represented by long Kuang Hou
and Xu Jia Cheng. The two
karateka did not face each other
in the early rounds and both
advanced to the semi-finals. long
first defeated a competitor from
Guangdong 4-3 to secure his place
in the final, while Xu narrowly
lost to an opponent from Anhui,
earning him a spot in the bronze
medal match.

In the final, Iong faced an
athlete from Anhui. After taking
an early 1-0 lead, he conceded
two consecutive points in the
closing moments, falling behind.
However, due to a foul committed
by his opponent just before the end
of the match, Iong was awarded
the victory and claimed the gold
medal. Xu defeated a Shandong
opponent 2-1 in the bronze medal
match to win the bronze.

On Thursday, the local men’s
kata team clinched Macau’s first-
ever gold medal at the National
Games. B

*“Second-chance”, i.e., ath-
letes who lose to the finalists get
a second chance to compete for
a bronze medal through a repe-
chage bracket. — DeepSeek
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First cross-boundary National
Games open with splendor, unity

Continued from p.1

The cauldron was lit jointly by
the final torchbearers: Guangdong
sprinter Su Bingtian, Hong Kong
Olympic fencing champion Cheung
Ka Long and Macao Asian Games
wushu gold medalist Li Yi.

Running through November 21,
the Games feature 419 gold medal
events in 34 competition sports for
elite athletes, while 166 gold medals
will be on offer in 23 amateur
competitions and exhibition events.
Organizers said the expanded program
aims to broaden participation.

“The National Games, with
25,000 athletes across so many
age groups, are unique and create a
great sense of unity. China is a real

power house in international sport,”
Coventry noted.

Organizers called the co-hosting
a milestone in the event’s 66-year
history and a testament to the
vitality of the “One Country, Two
Systems” policy in sport.

A highlight of the National
Games was the men’s road cycling
race, which used the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge as a key
part of its route. Technologies such
as facial recognition and drones
were used to manage security and
clearances during the race.

The program will also feature
a marathon across Shenzhen and
Hong Kong. — Xinhua, MPD

(More on pages 6, 7, 8,14 & 16)

‘LVUP.ACG LV2' concludes
with cosplay celebration

Khalel Vallo

The second edition of “LVUP.
ACG LV2)” a three-day event
dedicated to animation, comics,
and gaming culture, concluded
yesterday at Macau Fisherman’s
Wharf’s Legend Boulevard in Nape,
bringing together fans, cosplayers®,
and creators from across the region.

LVUP stands for “level up”.

Organised by the Macau
E-Sports  Federation  (H [ "]
O IBOE RN KA E),  the
event kicked off with an opening
ceremony on Friday. The ceremony

featured performances and
appearances by local and regional
cosplayers.

The first day largely focused on
the ceremonial opening and preview
of the exhibition areas, while the
main activities — including the
cosplay contests, artist meet-ups,
and interactive workshops — were

This handout photo downloaded from the LVUP.ACG’s Instagram page yesterday

scheduled across the weekend.

During the weekend, the
venue transformed into a hub for
fans, featuring live performances,
themed merchandise booths, art
showcases, and competitions such
as the “Cosplay Catwalk” and an
ACG (Animation, Comics, Games)
Singing Contest. The event also
hosted the “Macau Japanese-style
Idol” showcase.

The festival concluded last
night with award presentations and
an announcement of next year’s
edition planning to expand its scale
in Hengqin. ®

*Cosplay is a portmanteau of
the words “costume” and ‘“role-
play”. It is a performance art and
hobby where participants, called
cosplayers, wear costumes and
fashion accessories to represent a
specific character from a work of
fiction. — DeepSeck
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shows festivalgoers attending a cosplay stage performance during its eponymous
cosplay event at Fisherman’s Wharf in Nape on Saturday.

Macau Cultural Box Ltd.
invites applications for the following position:

Graphic Design

*  Familiar with Soft Ware/In-design/Photoshop/Pagemaking
*  Good command of English and Chinese
*  Work at night (10 pm — 04 am (Sun -Thu))

*  Mature, hard working, independent, self-motivated

Interested parties are welcome to send their detailed resume with a recent photo and expected salary to
joininmp(@gmail.com. All personal data collected will be used for recruitment related purposes only.
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Observatory mulls hoisting
Signal No.1 late today

Armindo Neves

The Meteorological and
Geophysical Bureau (SMQG)
announced on its official website
that it is considering hoisting
Standby Signal No.l (T1) late

today.

According to the local
observatory, Super Typhoon
“Fung-wong” (JE\ &\ — “Phoenix”)

was located to the east of Luzon
in the Philippines last night.

The weather station said in
a statement last night that as it
expected “Fung-wong” to enter
Macau’s 800 km range late today,
it would hoist T1 at that time.

According to the weather
station’s forecast track last night,
after “Fung-wong” enters the
northeastern part of the South
China Sea, it will gradually turn
to a northerly direction, passing
about 500 km to the east of Macau
tomorrow.

The observatory pointed out

that there are still uncertainties
regarding the typhoon’s turning
position and intensity. It said
that it would closely monitor
the movement and development
of “Fung-wong”, and assess its
impact on Macau in due course.

Meanwhile, the  bureau
said it expected a northeastern
monsoon to arrive at the coast
of Guangdong last night, adding
that, under the combined effect of
the monsoon and “Fung-wong”,
winds in Macau were expected to
be strong today, reaching Force
5 to 6 with gusts.

According to the 12-level Beau-
fort scale, Force 5 indicates “fresh
breeze”, while Force 6 indicates
“strong breeze” conditions.

The weather station also
forecast the mercury to gradually
drop to around 18 degrees Celsius
by Thursday, urging the public to
pay attention to its latest weather
information. ®m (More on page 9)
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(SMG) last night shows the expected track of Super Typhoon “Fung-wong”.
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Event seeks to enhance public

. ..,.__awareness of MGP

A\ )

Armindo Neves

The 72" Macau Grand Prix
(MGP) will be held between
Thursday and Sunday, and in order
to enhance public awareness of
the motor-racing event, the Macau
Grand Prix Organising Committee
(MGPOC) held an opening
ceremony and Auto Show in Praga
do Tap Siac on Saturday.

The two-day event concluded
yesterday.

During the opening ceremony on
Saturday afternoon, Macau Sports
Bureau (ID) Acting President-cum-
Coordinator of MGPOC See Lei Si
Leng said in her speech that seven
races will be held for this year’s event.

At the open-air Auto Show,
some of the cars and competing in
this year’s 72" MGP were displayed
alongside 20 motorcycles lined
up for the 57" Macau Motorcycle
Grand Prix, she noted. According to
Lei, 20 riders vying for the podium

A
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in this Saturday’s Motorcycle
Grand Prix were also invited to
the venue to interact with residents
and tourists, aiming to offer them
preview of this weekend’s thrilling
atmosphere of the MGP.

The 72* Macau Grand Prix
features seven races: Macau Grand
Prix — FIA FR World Cup; Macau
GT Cup - FIA GT World Cup;
Macau Guia Race — Kumho FIA
TCR World Tour Event of Macau,;
Macau Formula 4 Race — FIA F4
World Cup; Macau Motorcycle
Grand Prix — 57" Edition; Greater
Bay Area GT Cup (GT4); and
Macau Roadsport Challenge.

According to an MGPOC
statement on Saturday night, in order
to further enhance the motor-racing
atmosphere in the city’s various
neighbourhoods, the committee will
set up large screens to broadcast the
races in multiple locations, namely
Largo do Senado (ifZFS-Hiuth),

.J
il

T Eventgoers visit the motorbike dlsplay during the
MGP opening ceremony and Auto Show in Praga do
Tap Siac on Saturday.
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- Photos: Armindo Neves

<— Macau Sport Bureau (ID) Acting President-cum-
Coordinator of the MGPOC See Lei Si Leng addresses
Saturday’s opening ceremony in Praga do Tap Siac.

Jao Hon Market Park (#fi7ifkimi
3 [E]), Rotunda de Carlos da Maia
(= FBIEJEHL;  popularly aka
“Three Lamps”), Taipa Carmo Fair
(CRAT 5 45548), Praga da Amizade
(K FHFEY; popularly aka “Sintra
Square”), the sitting-out area of Lok
Yeong Fa Yuen Building (%A% { [l
{R#[E) and Praga do Tap Siac (3%
A1 [E35).

The statement also said that in
order to help the young generation
gain a deeper understanding of the
event, the committee will again
invite local students to watch the
races firsthand this time.

According to the statement, in
order to further promote Macau’s
motor racing culture and encourage
local residents to participate in
the MGP in various ways, the
committee will hold its 72" Macau
Grand Prix Photo Competition”,
with entries open between next
Monday and December 30. B

‘Friends Fest’ promotes pets’ inclusion in public spaces

Khalel Vallo
Macau’s
carnival,

first large-scale pet
“Friends Fest,” concluded

T Animal lovers interact with pets during the
two-day “Friends Fest” at Grand Coloane
Resort yesterday. - Photos: Khalel Vallo

4_

A pet tortoise enjoys a walk around

Grand Coloane Resort during yesterday’s

“Friends Fest”.

yesterday at Grand Coloane Resort,
bringing together pet owners, whole
families, and animal lovers for a
weekend of games, workshops, and
charitable activities that sought to
promote responsible pet ownership.

Held on Saturday and yesterday,
the event transformed the resort
grounds into a gathering space
featuring four themed zones — the
Market Place, Workshops, Paws &
Picnic, and Contests. The pet lovers
visited stalls that sold local crafts
and pet accessories, joined creative
sessions such as DIY-dog leashes and
healthy dog macaron workshops, and
attended presentations on stress-free
walking and dining etiquette for pets.

The event was co-organised by
Conde Group and Grand Coloane Resort,
with the goal of fostering a stronger pet-
friendly culture across the city.

The event featured two special
charities, with all proceeds donated
to Anima Macau and the Macau

Association for Stray Dogs and
Animal Welfare (MASDAW), with
the objective of helping fund animal
sterilisation, medical care, and animal
welfare programmes.

Meanwhile, at one of the vendor
stalls, speaking to the Post, veterinarian
Alexandra Ascenso from veterinary
clinic “TaipaVet” said her goal at the
event was “to help promote awareness
that animals should be welcome in all
public spaces,” adding that “over the
past decades, we’ve seen a shift in
mentality. Before, animals were often
avoided in public areas, but now more
people are willing to accept them in
restaurants and other spaces. We are
still a long way from the ideal, but this
event shows that animals can behave
and be part of our daily lives with
families.”

By combining education, charity,
and entertainment, ‘“Friends Fest”
aimed to highlight the city’s evolving
pet culture and the growing call for
inclusion of pets in shared public
spaces, a pre-event statement by
Conde Group said. ®
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(ABOU)T) The Young Post

The Macau Post Daily’s The Young Post will be published

% m m m u every Monday to present and discuss topical issues that may

CALLIGRAPHY EDITION

interest not only the younger but also all the other generations.
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Local teacher highlights art of calligraphy

Interview by Rui Pastorin

Wong Hei U is being showcased at the Pavilion of

Exhibitions and Artistic Shows for Young People in
Praca do Tap Siac (¥4 £71/#35), hoping not only to introduce
more youngsters to the art, but inspiring them to pick it up
as well.

Presenting 40 works created over the past few years, the
“Mok hoi ching kam [*#5§ 7 #£°]* Personal Calligraphy
Exhibition” kicked off last week and showcases four types
of calligraphy.

Wong was at the pavilion yesterday, introducing her
works to guests and passers-by. “I think this is a part of
traditional Chinese culture. I want to continue to pass it on”,
the artist told the Post.

Wong, who was born in 1997, has been passionate about
Chinese calligraphy and painting from a young age, having
won her first award when she was just six years old. Among
the prizes she has garnered are the High Distinction Award

The calligraphy of local primary school teacher
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in the 12 Chinese Pen-Calligraphy Competition for Macau
Students, First Prize in The 38" Calligraphy Competition
for Macau Students, and the Bronze Award in the 4™ Macau
Teacher Calligraphy Competition, according to an artist’s
introduction provided by Wong yesterday.

She has exhibited works in the Chinese mainland, Macau,
Hong Kong and Singapore, but she also has a passion for
music, where she has also made various achievements.

Regarding her current exhibition’s title, she explained
that “mok hoi” refers to the vast ocean of calligraphy, while
“ching kam” originates from ancient Chinese, meaning a
scholar or learner. She noted that this reflects her desire
to forever pursue and learn in the art of calligraphy. She
further pointed out that the traditional art of calligraphy
is very important for the whole of China, but despite this,
she thinks that nowadays, not many youngsters pay much
attention to it. “I want to show everybody. This is very
important to our country”’, Wong said.

Wong hopes that exhibitiongoers will not only learn
more about her and her works, but Chinese culture as well.
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She also wants to inspire young students to learn more
about calligraphy and that, if they keep working hard, they
can also showcase their works to others.

This is further echoed in the exhibition’s theme of youth
aspirations, which according to a recent statement on the
youth pavilion’s website, embodies the “spirit of youthful
ambition and steadfastness” as well as representing Wong’s
dedication and love for calligraphy from her days as a
student to now as a teacher.

Members of the public can view Wong’s calligraphy
until November 23. One can visit the free-admission
pavilion from 12 noon to 8 p.m. from Tuesday to Sunday,
with the venue closed on Mondays.

* Directly translated into English, the phrase means “the
blue collar of the ink sea.” This phrase often has poetic and
metaphorical connotations, typically referring to the deep,
expansive world of literature or scholarly pursuits, evoking
imagery associated with ink and the beauty of knowledge or
artistic expression. — Poe
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Wong Hei U introduces one of her exhibits displayed at the Pavilion
of Exhibitions and Artistic Shows for Young People in Praga do Tap
Siac to one of her students. — Photos taken yesterday by Rui Pastorin
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Asian workers’ legal education

o

Macau United Citizens Association (ACUM) Vice President Chan lan lan (first from
left), ACUM Vice Chairman Ao leong Kuong Kao (first from right) pose for a group
photo during yesterday’s “Crime Prevention and Civil Defence Campaign 2025
For South East Asia Imported Workers” at Rotunda de Carlos da Maia (aka “Three
- Photo: Ida Cheong

Lamps”).
Ida Cheong
The “Crime Prevention and

Civil Defence Campaign 2025 For
South East Asia Imported Workers”
was held yesterday, with the aim
of promoting legal education for
Southeast ~ Asian  non-resident
workers (NRW) in Macau.

The one-day event took place at
Rotunda de Carlos da Maia (aka Three
Lamps), a neighbourhood popular
with NRWs from Southeast Asia.

Macau United Citizens
Association (ACUM) Vice
President Chan Ian Ian said in a
speech that there are currently over
183,000 NRWs employed in Macau,
of which approximately 62,000 are
from Southeast Asian countries.

Chan said that Southeast Asian
workers may encounter challenges
in their interactions with residents
due to differences in language,
culture and lifestyle, potentially
leading to neighbourhood conflicts.
Additionally, the NRWSs often
face difficulties in accessing and
understanding local information,
owing to a lack of familiarity with
Macau’s laws, thereby increasing the
risk of unintentional legal violations.

To address these issues, Chan
added that her association has actively
supported the “Community Policing”
initiative promoted by the Secretariat
for Security, making Southeast
Asian workers a key target group for
community outreach events.

Chan said that through ongoing
legal education efforts covering

crime prevention, civil defence,
public health, and labour relations,
her association aims to enhance
NRWSs’ understanding of Macau’s
legal framework, seeking to help
them better integrate into the local
community, safeguard their rights,
and promote social harmony and
inclusion.

ACUM Vice Chairman Ao
Ieong Kuong Kao told reporters on
the sidelines of event that in recent
years, several cases of recruitment
fraud targeting NRWs have occurred
in Macau, with victims including
individuals from the Philippines
and Indonesia. Ao Ieong pointed
out that one such case involved over
400,000 patacas. He noted that some
Southeast Asians mistakenly believe
that their compatriots can directly
secure jobs for them here, leading
them to fall victim to such scams.

Macau  Overseas  Workers
Association (MOVA) President
Lourengo Lameiras told reporters on
the sidelines of event that in recent
years some Southeast Asian NRWs
have fallen victim to job recruitment
scams, pointing out that the scams
often target individuals, particularly
Myanmar nationals who only
speak their national language, with
promises of employment in Macau;
and many of the victims arrive on
tourist visas with the intention of
getting a job, adding that the direct
hiring of foreign NRWs arriving on
tourist visas operates in a grey area
of the law. m

Population stays at 686,600
at end of 3Q, world-record
20,618 per km?

Staff Reporter

Macau’s total population -—
comprising residents and non-
resident workers — amounted to
686,600 at end of the third quarter,
unchanged from the same period of
last year, the Statistics and Census
Bureau (DSEC) has announced.

According to a DSEC statement
yesterday, Macau’s  population
rose by 700 people, or 0.1 percent
quarter on quarter.

Females accounted for 53.9
percent of the population at the end
of the third quarter.

Macau continued to have the
highest population density per
square kilometre of any country

and territory (but not city) in the
world, at 20,618 per km?, ahead of
Monaco, which has a population
of 38,423 on 2.084 km?, resulting
in a population density of 18,437
per km?, according to the latest
available official statistics from the
Monegasque government.

The Macau Special
Administrative Region’s (MSAR)
land area stood at 33.3 km’ at the
end of the third quarter, according to
official data. In December 1999, when
Macau returned from Portuguese to
Chinese administration, its land area
measured 23.8 km?. Land reclamation
has massively increased its land arca
since the early 20" century. m
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Sino-Portuguese exhibition shows
177 items from 16 -19*" centuries

Ida Cheong

The opening ceremony
of exhibition “Reflections of
Maritime Connections: 16" -19®
Century Sino-Portuguese Cultural
Exchange” was held on Friday,
featuring a selection of 177 precious
items, including exported Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644) porcelain
shipped through Macau, as well
as gifts exchanged between the
monarchs of the two nations during
the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912).

The four-month exhibition runs
until March 8 next year at the Macau
Museum of Art (MAM), divided
into three sections consisting of
“Dawn of the Porcelain Road”,
“Cultural Exchange in Porcelain”
and “Dialogues between Courts”,
showcasing the  multifaceted
cultural exchanges of the private
and public trade between China
and Portugal through the Maritime
Silk Road from the 16" to the 19"
centuries, highlighting the unique
position of Macau as a hub between
the Orient and the Occident for
cultural convergence.

The Macau Museum of Art is
open to the public between 10 a.m.
and 7 p.m. from Tuesday to Sunday.

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
President Deland Leong Wai Man
said in a speech that the exhibition
features more than 170 treasures
from the Palace Museum, her

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President
Deland Leong Wai Man addresses
Friday’s opening ceremony of the
“Reflections of Maritime Connections:
16 -19* Century Sino-Portuguese
Cultural Exchange” exhibition at the
Macau Museum of Art (MAM) at the
Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) in Nape.
- Photos: Ida Cheong

bureau, as well as Portuguese
institutions such as the National
Museum of Ancient Art, the
Orient Foundation (FO), and the
Ajuda Library*, covering exported
porcelain products from the Ming
Dynasty that were shipped through
Macau, as well as gifts exchanged
between China and Portugal during
the Qing Dynasty.

Leong pointed out that the
artefacts bear witness to Macau’s
history as an important entrepot

These photos show the unearthed porcelain items displayed at the ongoing exhibition “Reflections of Maritime Connections:

along the Maritime Silk Road,
showcasing the cultural exchanges
and friendly relations between
China and Portugal that have
flourished for over four centuries.
Leong noted that a new
beginning where both countries
actively use culture to strengthen ties
between nations as they continue
to develop Macau as “a base for
exchange and cooperation where
Chinese culture is the mainstream
and diverse cultures coexist”.
Leong added that her bureau
will continue to deepen -cultural
exchanges and cooperation with
the Chinese mainland and the
international community, particularly
with Portuguese-speaking countries,
to enrich the idea of Macau being a
“base” for relations between China
and the Portuguese-speaking world,
and also to promote the vigorous
development of Macau’s cultural

heritage. m
*  The  Ajuda  Library
(“Biblioteca da  Ajuda” in

Portuguese) is a historic royal
library located within the Ajuda

National  Palace in  Lisbon.
Founded in the 18" century
after the Portuguese capital’s

devastating 1755 earthquake, it
was originally established to serve
the royal family and the court.
Ajuda is a civil parish and district
of Lisbon. — DeepSeek

16" -19" Century Sino-Portuguese Cultural Exchange” at the Macau Museum of Art in Nape.

MGTO’s ‘Dance & Leap Through Macau’
features iconic dance group, anime character

Rui Pastorin

The  Macau  Government
Tourism Office (MGTO) said in
a recent statement that Japanese
dance group Avantgardey and
anime icon Chibi Maruko Chan
were invited to be featured in their
promotional video entitled “Dance
& Leap Through Macau”.

The group and anime icon
joined tourism mascot MAK
MAK to visit attractions in Macau,
showcasing their dance style at the
Macao Giant Panda Pavilion in
Coloane, Dinner in the Sky Macao
at City of Dreams (COD) in Cotai,
and Macau Tower Convention and
Entertainment Centre, as shown in
the around 90 second-long video.

The statement said that the dance
group is known for their bob-haired doll
looks, perfectly-synchronised dance
moves and quirky performance style.
The video sees the group perform
to the theme song of the widely-
popular Chibi Maruko Chan anime*.
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This photo recently provided by the Macau Government
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Tourism Office (MGTO)

shows Japanese dance group Avantgardey and anime icon Chibi Maruko Chan pose
with tourism mascot MAK MAK at the Macao Giant Panda Pavilion in Coloane.

The statement said that the
promotional video is released on
MGTO’s platforms and social
media, “painting a splash of fresh
colour on the picture of Macau’s
tourism industry.” B

*Anime is a style of animation
that originated in Japan. It includes
a wide variety of genres and
themes, often featuring colourful
artwork, fantastical themes, and
vibrant characters. — Poe
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Legend Palace Casino at
Fisherman’s Wharf to shut for
good on Wednesday night: govt

Tony Wong

One more “satellite casino” will
close for good soon — Legend Palace
Casino in the Macau Fisherman’s
Wharf entertainment complex in
Nape will cease operations after
midnight on Wednesday, the Gaming
Inspection and Coordination Bureau
(DICJ) has announced.

The bureau made the announce-
ment in a statement on Friday.

Legend Palace Casino is one of
the seven satellite casinos currently
still in operation in the city.

The government announced
in June that in compliance with
the three-year transition period
stipulated by the new legislation
amending the gaming law, all of
the city’s then 11 satellite casinos
had decided to close for good by
December 31 this year. Grandview
Casino in Taipa, which closed in
late July, was the first of them to
cease operations.

After Grand Dragon Casino, also
in Taipa, closed in September, two
satellite casinos in the peninsula,
namely Emperor Palace Casino in
Nam Van district and Waldo Casino

in Zape, ceased operations late last
month.

Consequently, Legend Palace
Casino will be the fifth to cease
operations. After its scheduled
closure later this week, there will still
be six satellite casinos in Macau.

The so-called satellite casinos
in Macau are formally owned
by gaming concessionaires but
are actually run and managed by
third parties as they are housed on
premises that are not owned by the
respective gaming concessionaires.

After the three-year transition
period, which is scheduled to end on
December 31 this year, all satellite
casinos must close, unless the respec-
tive gaming concessionaire chooses
to hire a “management company” to
operate the casino, but such a man-
agement company is only allowed to
receive a management fee from the
respective gaming concessionaire, no
longer being permitted to share the
casino’s revenue.

According to June’s government
announcements, the three respective
gaming  concessionaires, SJM,
Galaxy, and Melco, decided

to terminate the operations of

all 11 satellite casinos before
the expiration of the transition
period based on their respective
commercial decisions, comprising
Grandview, Legend Palace, Fortuna,
Landmark, Ponte 16, Le Royal Arc,
Emperor Palace, Kam Pek Paradise,
and Casa Real owned by SIM,
Waldo owned by Galaxy, and Grand
Dragon owned by Melco.

Friday’s DICJ statement
announced that after business
negotiations, Legend Palace Casino’s
third-party operator and SIM decid-
ed to terminate the operations of the
casino after 11:59 p.m. on Wednes-
day, i.e., it will cease operations
from Thursday.

The statement pledged that the
Gaming Inspection and Coordination
Bureau, in collaboration with the
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL), will
ensure that SIM fulfils its promise
to ensure the employment of those
working at Legend Palace Casino
after its closure.

According to the statement,
there are currently 296 employees
working at Legend Palace Casino. m

Hengqin checkpoint relaxes criteria
for vehicle passengers allowed to pass border
controls with drivers

Tony Wong

The Macau government has
announced that from today vehicle
passengers aged 14 or below can
also pass the Hengqin border
checkpoint’s  vehicle inspection
channels with the driver in the car,
a relaxation from children aged 10
or below.

The Public Security Police
(PSP) announced the new measure,
which took effect at 00:00 today, in
a statement on its WeChat account
on Friday.

The Macau-mainland joint
checkpoint on Zhuhai’s Hengqin
island operates 24/7.

The new measure covers all
Chinese nationals as well as foreign
nationals who are Hong Kong and
Macau residents.

Since July last year, non-Chinese
nationals who are permanent
residents of Hong Kong and Macau
have been able to apply for a
mainland travel permit, officially
known as “Mainland Travel
Permit for Hong Kong and Macao
Residents (Non-Chinese Citizens)”.
However, holders of this version of
the travel permits can only stay for
up to 90 days each time they enter
the mainland, unlike their Chinese-
national counterparts who are not
subject to a limitation on the length
of time they stay in the mainland.

The mainland travel permits
held by Hong Kong and Macau
Chinese nationals are colloquially
known as Home Return Permits.

Moreover, while the Home

This undated handout photo released by the Public Security Police (PSP) on Friday
shows a PSP officer guiding car drivers to the Hengqin joint checkpoint’s vehicle
inspection channels.

Return Permits for adults are valid
for 10 years and those held by
under 18s are valid for five years,
the mainland travel permits held
by Hong Kong and Macau non-
Chinese nationals, regardless of
age, are only valid for five years.
The PSP statement noted with
the implementation of the new
measure from today, the four
special categories allowed to pass
the Hengqin checkpoint’s vehicle
inspection channels in the car with
the driver now comprise three
categories of Chinese nationals or
those holding a Mainland Travel
Permit for Hong Kong and Macao
Residents (Non-Chinese Citizens),
namely those aged 70 or over, those
aged 14 or below, and pregnant
women, as well as anyone with
disabilities regardless of nationality.

When crossing the Macau-
Hengqin joint checkpoint, vehicle
passengers in general, i.e., those not
among the four special categories,
are required to pass border controls
via its immigration clearance hall
for vehicle passengers located near
the vehicle inspection channels, i.e.,
they have to get out of the car and
walk to the immigration clearance
hall to go through its inspection
channels before returning to the car.

The PSP statement also
underlined that the new measure,
which has been jointly decided
by the Public Security Police and
Zhuhai’s immigration authorities,
aims to make it more convenient
for people to travel between Macau
and Hengqin and advance the high-
quality Macau-Hengqin integrated
development. m
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Young female body found
floating in Nam Van Lake

Staff Reporter

A young female body was
found floating in Nam Van Lake
yesterday, the Judiciary Police
(PJ) said in a statement.

According to the statement,
the Fire Services Burecau (CB)
notified the Judiciary Police at
8:28 a.m. yesterday of the case,
in which Macau Customs Service
officers found the body in the lake
off Avenida de Sagres (VA% k
%), i.e., the western waterfront
of Nape. After the body had been

towed to shore, the statement said,
the Fire Services Bureau requested
the Judiciary Police to send officers
to the scene to investigate the case.

The statement, which
identified the deceased as a young
local woman, said that the body
had no injuries that could have
been caused by foul play.

A post-mortem examination
will be performed to determine the
exact cause of death, the statement
said, adding that the case has been
classified as dead body found. m

National Games an
embodiment of China’s
strength, unity and progress

China Daily Editorial

The 15" National Games, jointly
hosted by Guangdong, Hong Kong
and Macao, opened yesterday. The
eventcomes at a crucial moment—as
the main goals of the 14" Five-Year
Plan (2021-25) near completion
and the recommendations of the
20" Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC)
for the next five-year plan have been
made public.

The Games are not merely a
celebration of athletic excellence,
butalsoarallying call for the Chinese
people to pursue the goal of a
Healthy China through participation
in sporting activities, and make
concerted efforts to advance the
country’s modernization.

Since the 18" CPC National
Congress in 2012, the CPC
Central Committee has placed
the development of sports in a
strategic position —as a vital part of
national rejuvenation. Under this
guidance, China has accelerated
sports reform, promoted the
coordinated development of mass
and competitive sports, and made
sports an integral part of people’s
all-round development.

From the successful hosting
of the Beijing Winter Olympics,
the Hangzhou Asian Games
and the Harbin Asian Winter
Games, to the best-ever results
achieved by Chinese athletes in
overseas competitions at the Paris
Olympics, China’s progress in
sports mirrors the achievements
of the country’s modernization.
It reflects the strength, confidence
and vitality of China in the new
era, showcasing the Chinese
spirit and contributing to China’s
international sporting profile.

China’s rise as a major sporting
nation has been made possible by
its solid economic foundation,
advances in science and technology,
and the steady enhancement of its
comprehensive national strength
under the leadership of the CPC.

But sports are not only a
measure of national strength
but also a cornerstone of public
health and happiness. In recent
years, China has focused on
improving the physical fitness and
quality of life of its people. From

expanding access to winter sports
and promoting events such as the
grassroots amateur soccer and
basketball leagues to improving
physical education in schools, the
country has cultivated a strong
culture of sports participation.
The growing enthusiasm for
fitness among the public reflects
a broader commitment to healthy
living and shared well-being.

As China’s highest-level,
largest-scale and most influential
comprehensive sports event, the
National Games serve as a major
platform for discovering and
nurturing athletic talent, spreading
the spirit of sportsmanship and
uniting people through competitive
sports. The 15" National Games
will further energize the national
fitness movement and as more
people embrace sports as part
of their lives, they gain not only
better fitness but also greater joy
and a deeper sense of fulfillment.

National health is inseparable
from the country’s modernization.
At its fourth plenary session the
20" CPC Central Committee
made strategic plans underlining
the importance of integrating
sports development into the
broader framework of national
modernization.

The 15" National Games are
the first large-scale sporting event
held in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
In his meeting with International
Olympic Committee President
Kirsty Coventry and Honorary
President for Life Thomas Bach in
Guangzhou yesterday, President
Xi Jinping expressed confidence
that this year’s National Games
will showcase not only China’s
new sporting achievements in the
new era, but also the remarkable
progress of Chinese modernization
in the Greater Bay Area.

Turning the grand vision of
modernization into reality requires
the unity and effort of the entire
nation. The Games once again
demonstrate the vitality of “One
Country, Two Systems” framework,
and showcase how sports can serve
as a bridge linking hearts within the
nation, strengthening unity.

— Courtesy of China Daily
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Xi leads China’s drive for building sports powerhouse

GUANGZHOU - President Xi Jinping
declared China’s 15" National Games
open yesterday marking his fourth straight
appearance at the opening ceremony of the
nation’s top multi-sport competition.

As China’s top leader, Xi has made it
a priority to build the country into a sports
powerhouse and promote public fitness to
improve people’s health.

“When sports thrive, China grows
stronger; when the nation prospers, sports
flourish in return,” he once said.

A sports enthusiast himself, Xi said he
enjoys swimming — a skill he learned in his
childhood. He also likes hiking, football,
volleyball, basketball, tennis and martial arts.

In 2016, during a visit to his alma mater,
Beijing Bayi School, Xi stopped by a football
field. “More than 50 years ago, I played here,”
he said as he watched the students train.
“The exercise I did in my childhood laid the
foundation for my good health today.”

Xi believes sports foster character and
willpower and has urged the all-round
development of students in morality, intellect,
physique and aesthetics.

“Chinese modernization is closely linked
with public health,” he said. “A healthy nation
requires mass participation in sports, and
strong competitive sports are built on a solid
foundation of public fitness.”

Xi attaches great importance to hosting
major  international  sporting  events,
which many believe showcase China’s
transformation and progress.

While working in Shanghai in 2007, Xi
oversaw the preparations for the Special
Olympics World Summer Games, the world’s
leading sporting event for people with
disabilities. He chaired meetings, inspected
venues and followed preparations closely —
experience that became a valuable reference
for organizing large-scale events across
China.

After ascending to national leadership,
Xi has led efforts to host the 2008 Beijing
Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Nanjing
Youth Olympics in 2014, and the Beijing
Winter Olympics and Paralympics in 2022,
events that have presented China to the world
as a modern, forward-looking and open
nation.

STRONGER COMPETITIVE
SPORTS

In August 2024, less than 10 days after
the Paris Olympics concluded, Xi met with
China’s returning Olympic athletes at the
Great Hall of the People in Beijing, where
he hailed their outstanding achievements
and extended congratulations on their
sportsmanship.

Xi called out the names of some athletes
before they introduced themselves. He praised
divers Quan Hongchan and Chen Yuxi, who
won gold together. “You’re known as the
‘no-splash athletes,’” he said, referring to the
duo’s near-perfect diving performances.

Congratulating swimmer Pan Zhanle, who
won gold and set a world record in the men’s
100-meter freestyle, Xi encouraged him to
keep up the good work and achieve even
greater success.

Despite his tight schedule, Xi closely
follows China’s progress in competitive
sports and the performance of its athletes.

Competitive sports results, Xi has said,
are an important indicator of a country’s
comprehensive sports strength and progress
made in building a sports powerhouse. China
has consistently ranked among the top in
Olympic medal tables and maintained strong
performances in sports such as diving, table
tennis, and weight-lifting.

President Xi Jinping (left), also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, his
wife Peng Liyuan (second from left), Foreign Minister Wang Yi (third from left) and other senior officials attend the opening ceremony of the 15" National Games to

declare the Games open in Guangzhou last night.

Xi said that since shooter Xu Haifeng
captured China’s first Olympic gold in Los
Angeles in 1984, the country has obtained
more than 300 Summer Games titles.

When it comes to winter sports, Chinese
athletes are strong in ice sports but less
accomplished in snow sports. Xi encouraged
them to consolidate their strength and catch
up quickly.

In February 2019, Xi visited athletes who
were preparing for the Beijing 2022 Winter
Olympics. Among them was snowboarder Su
Yiming, who later won China’s first Olympic
gold in snowboarding.

“He told us to aim high and show the
world the spirit of China’s new generation,”
Su recalled.

When China won its bid for the 2022
Winter Games in 2015, Chinese athletes
had yet to compete in about one-third of the
events. By the time the Games commenced,
however, China realized full participation
across all disciplines.

Under Xi’s leadership, China’s overall
competitiveness in elite sports has continued
to rise. Building on their strong Olympic
results, Chinese athletes have continuously
achieved a series of historic breakthroughs:
the women’s volleyball team reclaimed
Olympic gold in Rio 2016, sprinter Su
Bingtian set a new Asian record of 9.83
seconds in Tokyo 2020, and Zheng Qinwen
became China’s first Olympic women’s
singles tennis champion in Paris 2024. Since
2021, Chinese athletes have won over 500
world championship titles.

PROMOTING PEOPLE’S
WELL-ROUNDED
DEVELOPMENT

In 1984, Zhengding County in north
China’s Hebei Province held a county-wide
sports meet, which featured events ranging
from athletics, gymnastics to a series of public
fitness programs.

At a time when local authorities elsewhere
primarily focused on economic growth
and paid less attention to sports, Xi, then
Zhengding’s top official, took a different
view. Organizing a sports meet carries
profound significance for enhancing people’s
happiness, he said. “The people’s wallets are
to grow fuller, their minds richer, and their
bodies healthier.”

After the sports meet, more sports venues
were built and community sports teams were
formed in Zhengding, which later became a
national model county in sports.

A long-time advocate of sports for all,
Xi has called for offering more convenient
fitness facilities for the people.

During his tenure in Fujian Province, Xi
worked to improve hiking facilities in the
capital city Fuzhou, adding two new trails and
installing lamp posts on a mountain popular
with hikers.

During his local inspection tours as the
country’s top leader, Xi frequently interacted
with locals doing exercise, encouraging
cycling enthusiasts to keep fit on one occasion
and calling for expanding public space for
recreation and fitness on another.

In 2017, the 13" National Games included
events for mass participation for the first
time. The incorporation of public fitness, Xi
said, better fulfills the purpose of hosting the
Games.

He pays particular attention to youth
fitness. While inspecting a sports center in
Beijing in 2017, he greeted young ice hockey
players with a shoulder bump and told them to
grow even bigger.

“Physical exercise should start from an
carly age,” he said while visiting a school
in Beijing in May 2023. “The more they
exercise, the more easily they can stay away
from childhood obesity and myopia.”

To achieve this goal, he has demanded
sufficient physical education classes for
students at a national education conference.
Under his watch, a raft of policy measures
have been rolled out in recent years, including
guidelines on  strengthening  physical
education in schools, an initiative to enhance
students’ fitness, and an action plan for
myopia prevention and control.

As a result of elevating a fitness-for-all
campaign to the status of a national strategy
and issuing a five-year plan in this regard, a
comprehensive institutional guarantee has
been established in the country.

By the end of 2024, China’s total sports
venue area had reached 4.23 billion square
meters, with over 38.5 percent of residents

exercising regularly. The average life
expectancy of the Chinese people has reached
79 years.

“The most important indicator of

- Xinhua

modernization is people’s health, which
underpins a happy life,” Xi said.

BRIDGING DIVIDES FOR A
SHARED FUTURE

“You have come not only as athletes, but
also as goodwill messengers representing the
Chinese people,” Xi told Chinese athletes at
the Sochi Winter Olympics in 2014. It was the
first time a Chinese head of state attended a
major international sports event abroad.

Xi has steadily consolidated and
broadened China’s circle of friends through
sports diplomacy. As the Chinese president,
he watched youth football friendly matches
in Berlin, accepted a No. 10 jersey with his
name on it during a visit to Argentina, and
exchanged Olympic torches as gifts with his
French counterpart.

During a state visit to Papua New Guinea
in 2018, Xi watched a table tennis practice
session between China’s Olympic champion
Zhang Yining and Geoffrey Loi, a local
player. Thanks to international cooperation
under the Belt and Road Initiative, Loi, who
had received training in China, won silver
with his teammate in the 2019 Pacific Games,
the best result in the history of the country’s
national table tennis team.

Before attending the 15™ National Games
opening ceremony, Xi met with International
Olympic Committee (IOC) President Kirsty
Coventry and Honorary President for Life
Thomas Bach in Guangzhou.

Xi told them that the Olympic spirit carries
people’s aspirations for a better world, and is
highly consistent with China’s vision of building
a community with a shared future for humanity.

The remark echoed Xi’s earlier calls to “let
the light of sports break through the clouds
of war” and to “foster unity through sports to
gather positive energy for the international
community.”

In 2017, when he visited the Olympic
Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland, Xi left
these words in the guest book: “Carry forward
the Olympic spirit and promote peace and
development.”

“President Xi is a true champion, and I
want to give him a set of medals because he
has a clear vision about the important role of
sports in society, and the importance of sports
for education for the young people,” said
Bach, then I0C president. — Xinhua
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Xi meets with I0C President
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Honorary President for Life Thomas Bach in Guangzhou yesterday.

GUANGZHOU - President
Xi Jinping yesterday met with
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) President Kirsty Coventry
and IOC Honorary President for
Life Thomas Bach in Guangzhou,
capital of Guangdong Province.

Coventry and Bach were in
China for the opening ceremony of
the country’s 15" National Games.

Xi noted that the Olympic
spirit is an important part of human
civilization,  carries  people’s
aspirations for a better world, and
is highly consistent with China’s
vision of building a community
with a shared future for humanity.

“China has always been firmly
practicing,  safeguarding, and
promoting the Olympic spirit,” Xi
said, adding that in recent years,
China and the IOC have supported
each other in advancing sport
development and got many big and
great things done.

“Earlier this year, we gathered
in Harbin for the Asian Winter
Games when the city was covered
in ice and snow. Today, we meet
again in the warm, spring-like city
of Guangzhou for the National
Games. This speaks to the strong

and close partnership between
China and the IOC,” Xi said.

China stands ready to deepen
high-standard cooperation with
the IOC and advance the Olympic
Movement  while  developing
itself into a sporting powerhouse,
contribute greater wisdom and
strength to global sport governance,
and make further contributions
to building a community with a
shared future for humanity, the
Chinese president said.

Xi emphasized that the
National Games is China’s largest-
scale and highest-level multi-sport
event, and the Games this time is
co-hosted by Guangdong, Hong
Kong, and Macao.

Noting that the Guangdong-
HongKong-Macao Greater Bay Area
(GBA) is one of China’s most open
and economically dynamic regions,
Xi said the goal of promoting the
development of the area is to make
it into a strategic underpinning for
China’s new development paradigm,
a demonstration area for high-quality
development, and a pacesetter of
Chinese modernization.

He expressed confidence that
this year’s National Games will
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President Xi Jinping (center) poses with International Olympic Committee (I0C) President Kirsty Coventry (left) and I0C
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showcase not only China’s new
sporting achievements in the
new era, but also the remarkable
progress of Chinese modernization
in the Greater Bay Area.

Coventry and Bach expressed
their delight at being in Guangzhou
to witness the tremendous
dynamism and accomplishments
of Chinese modernization in the
Greater Bay Area.

Speaking highly of China’s
active commitment to the Olympic
spiritandits significant contribution
to the Olympic Movement,
they said the 10C is grateful for
China’s long-standing and strong
support, and looks forward to
further strengthening cooperation
with China to drive the Olympic
Movement and bring the Olympic
spirit to a wider global audience in
order to enhance solidarity among
peoples and promote world peace.

They expressed confidence
that the National Games will be
a splendid and successful event
catalyzing new advances in
China’s sport development.

Wang Yi, Huang Kunming and
Shen Yiqin attended the meeting.

— Xinhua

Hong Kong, Macao officials highlight smooth
progress before National Games opening

GUANGZHOU -  Officials
from Hong Kong and Macao said
yesterday that both regions are
committed to ensuring the success of
the 15" National Games, and events
in the two areas are running smoothly.

The men’s individual cycling
road race took place on Saturday,
marking the first cross-boundary
race in the National Games’ history
and the only event that connects the
three host regions —Guangdong,
Hong Kong and Macao — in a
single competition.

“Cross-boundary transport and
portservices were well coordinated,
reflecting close cooperation among
the three regions’ governments,”
said Chan Kwok-ki, chief secretary
for administration of the Hong
Kong  Special Administrative

Region (SAR) government.

According to Chan, Hong Kong
has recruited more than 16,000
volunteers for the Games, forming
the largest volunteer team in the
city’s history, including over 1,000
youth volunteers aged 15 to 17.

“The city’s promotional campaign
for the Games reaches audiences
in Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Malaysia and Singapore through
online and outdoor advertising to
attract visitors,” Chan noted.

“We are deeply honored to take
part in hosting this national event,”
he said. “We will continue working
hand in hand with Guangdong and
Macao to deliver a simple, safe and
splendid event for the whole nation.”

The events are also well
underway in Macao. Wallis O

Lam, secretary for social affairs
and culture of the Macao SAR
government, said that 27 sports
delegations and more than 1,800
participants are expected to arrive
in Macao during the Games.
“Since [last] Monday, athletes
and officials have been arriving
in Macao,” she said. “We have
designated four special ports
with ‘green channels’ to facilitate
smooth customs clearance for
participants and technical staft.”
“Macao is committed to
ensuring the success of every
competition and to presenting a
satisfying result to both the country
and the local community,” O said.
The Games’ opening ceremony
was held in Guangzhou last night.
— Xinhua, MPD
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Sam addresses 15" National
Games opening ceremony
in Guangzhou

ceremony.

Chief” Executive Sam Hou Fai
delivered a speech during the
opening ceremony of the 15" National
Games in Guangzhou last night.
The following is a slightly abridged
version of his speech. The translation
was arranged and edited by the Post.

Today, we gather in Guangzhou
to jointly usher in the grand opening
of the 15" National Games. At this
moment of widespread attention,
on behalf of the Government of
the Macao Special Administrative
Region, [ extend my heartfelt
gratitude for the trust and support of
the Central People’s Government, as
well as to the General Administration
of Sport of China, the People’s
Government of Guangdong
Province, and the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region, as well as to all the athletes,
staff, and volunteers who have
devoted tireless efforts to this edition
of the National Games. I convey my
sincere thanks and highest respect!

The National Games is the
highest-level and  largest-scale
comprehensive  sporting  event
in our country, serving as an
important platform to showcase
our nation’s overall strength and
to promote sporting exchanges
and cooperation across all regions.
This edition of the National Games
is the first to be jointly hosted by
the Guangdong, Hong Kong, and
Macao regions, representing a vivid
practice in advancing the integrated
development of the Greater Bay
Area, demonstrating the strengths
of the “One Country, Two Systems”
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Sam Hou Fai, chief executive of the Macao Special Administrative Region, delivers a
speech during the opening ceremony of China’s 15" National Games in Guangzhou
last night. His Hong Kong counterpart, John Lee Ka-Chiu, also addressed the

- Xinhua

principle, and providing a significant
opportunity for Macao to integrate
into and serve the broader national
development strategy. From
preparation to execution, the three
regions of Guangdong, Hong Kong,
and Macao have always worked
with one heart and one direction, in
close collaboration, fully leveraging
institutional advantages and the
power of regional cooperation, to
deliver a National Games that is
“simple, safe, and splendid”.

We have steadfastly upheld the
conviction of “Bay Area United in
Purpose, National Games Marching
Together”, creating a stage for
athletes to display their prowess
and surpass themselves, presenting
to spectators the vibrant, inclusive,
and harmonious charm of the
Greater Bay Area, and showcasing
to friends at home and abroad the
unique appeal of “Dynamic Macao”
and the rich connotations of “One
Country, Two Systems”, thereby
jointly  amassing  tremendous
strength towards the great cause
of building a strong nation and
achieving national rejuvenation.

Here, 1 sincerely wish the 15%
National Games every success! [ wish
all athletes continued outstanding
achievements! We are full of
confidence that, under the leadership
of the Central Government, the
tomorrow of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area will
be even brighter, and the tomorrow
of our great motherland will be even
brighter!

— End Item

John Lee Ka-chiu, chief executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR), delivers a speech during the opening ceremony of the 15" National Games

in Guangzhou last night.

- Xinhua
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Super Typhoon Fung-wong makes landfall in Ph|||pp|nes

Pam Castro

MANILA — Super Typhoon Fung-
wong slammed into the Philippines’
castern seaboard yesterday, the
national weather service said, after
killing at least two people and forcing
more than a million to evacuate.

The storm, with a radius
spanning nearly the whole of the
Philippines, made landfall in Aurora
province on the main island of
Luzon at 9:10 p.m. [local time], the
state forecaster reported.

This handout photo taken and released
by RG Jomark Omayan yesterday shows
debris on a street as Super Typhoon
Fung-Wong moved towards the coast in

Viga, Catanduanes province. - AFP

Fung-wong is expected to bring
wind and heavy rain to swathes of
the archipelago nation, which just
last week saw more than 220 people
killed by Typhoon Kalmaegi.

Earlier yesterday, one of the
already storm-stricken provinces
in the central Philippines recorded
the first known death from the new
typhoon.

Rescuer Juniel Tagarino in
Catbalogan City told AFP the body
of a 64-year-old woman attempting
to evacuate had been pulled out
from under debris and fallen trees.

“The wind was so strong and the
rain was heavy... According to her
family members, she might have
forgotten something and went back
inside her house,” Tagarino said.

The civil defence office later
confirmed a second death, a person
who drowned in a flash flood on
Catanduanes island.

In Aurora, where the eye of the
storm made landfall, government
worker Aries Ora was boarding up
his home in Dipaculao town with
steel sheets and wooden boards.

“What really scares us is that
the expected landfall is at night,”
the 34-year-old told AFP earlier
yesterday.

“Unlike previous typhoons, we
won’t be able to clearly see the
movement of the wind and what’s

Myanmar’s junta says demolishing
150 scam hub buildings

YANGON —  Myanmar’s
military said yesterday it was
demolishing nearly 150 buildings
in a crackdown on a notorious
internet scam compound bordering
Thailand — including a gym, a spa
and a karaoke parlour.

Sprawling fraud factories have
boomed in war-torn Myanmar’s
loosely governed border regions,
housing workers targeting
unsuspecting internet users with
romance and business cons worth
tens of billions of dollars annually.

Many workers are trafficked into
the internet sweatshops, but others
go willingly to the compounds
which are often furnished with
luxury amenities for criminal bosses
and their high-earning staff.

Last month Myanmar’s military
announced a raid on infamous
scam centre KK Park — discovering
more than 2,000 scammers and
sending 1,500 people fleecing over

the border to Thailand.
In an update in state
mouthpiece  newspaper  The

Global New Light of Myanmar the
junta said it found 148 buildings
including dormitories, a four-floor
hospital and two-storey karaoke
complex.

“101 buildings have been
demolished, and the remaining 47
buildings are in progress,” said the
newspaper.

AFP was not able to
immediately verify the claims, but
locals in Myanmar and over the
border in Thailand have reported
hearing intermittent explosions

since the Myanmar military raid
began.

Experts say the junta raids are
likely limited, choreographed and
intentionally publicised as the
military walks a tightrope trying
to alleviate international pressure
to crack down on scam centres
without too badly denting profits.

China is a key military backer
of the junta, but analysts say
Beijing is increasingly irate at
the rampant scams targeting and
enlisting its citizens.

But cracking down too hard
would erode profits enriching
militias the junta relies on as key
allies in the civil war which has
consumed the country since it
snatched power in a 2021 coup,
monitors say.

Back in February a pressure
campaign led by China saw some
7,000 scam workers repatriated in
a highly-publicised exodus from
Myanmar, while Thailand enacted
a cross-border internet blockade in
a bid to throttle the fraud factories.

The military announced initial
raids on KK Park on October 19
after an AFP investigation revealed
centres including KK Park were
expanding despite the apparent
crackdown — with Starlink satellite
internet receivers installed en
masse to skirt the Thai web cut-off.

After the AFP investigation
Starlink parent company SpaceX
said it had cut signal to more than
2,500 satellite internet terminals in
the vicinity of suspected Myanmar
scam centres. —AFP

happening around us.’

Further north, in Cagayan
province, people sheltering in an
evacuation centre told AFP that fear
of flooding had convinced them to
leave their homes.

“We often suffer flooding in
our home, so when we were told
to evacuate, we evacuated, because
we would be trapped,” said Loretta
Salquina.

“The typhoon might blow away
our roofs... We’re safer here.”

Schools and government offices
have been ordered closed today
across the main island of Luzon,
including the capital Manila,
where nearly 300 flights have been
cancelled.

‘The ground was shaking’
Catanduanes, a small island that
the state weather service said could
take a “direct hit”, was already
being lashed by wind and rain early
yesterday, with storm surges sending
waves hurtling over streets and
floodwaters rising in some areas.
“The waves started roaring
around 7 a.m. [local time]. When
the waves hit the seawall, it felt
like the ground was shaking,”
Edson Casarino, 33, a resident of
Catanduanes’ Virac town, told AFP.
Video verified by AFP showed
a church in the town surrounded by

floodwaters that reached halfway up
its entrance.

Flooding was also reported in
southern Luzon’s Bicol region,
according to civil defence deputy
administrator Rafaelito Alejandro,
who later confirmed the pre-emptive
evacuation of nearly 1.2 million
people nationwide.

In Guinobatan, a town of
about 80,000 in the region’s Albay
province, verified video showed
streets transformed into a raging
torrent of floodwaters.

Typhoon Fung-wong is expected
to bring at least 200 millimetres of rain
to many parts of the country, according
to government meteorologists.

Scientists warn that storms
are becoming more powerful due
to human-driven climate change.
Warmer oceans allow typhoons to
strengthen rapidly, and a warmer
atmosphere holds more moisture,
meaning heavier rainfall.

‘Strapping down the roofs’

On  Saturday, Catanduanes
rushed to prepare for the onslaught,
with residents tying down their
houses with ropes and putting
weights on their roofs.

“They decided to do our tradition
of strapping down the roofs with
big ropes and anchoring them on
the ground, so they won’t be blown

This handout from the US’

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) taken and
received yesterday shows HIMAWARI
satellite imagery of super typhoon Fung-
wong as it approaches the Philippines.
Typhoon Fung-wong, a storm with a
radius spanning nearly the entirety of
the Philippines, reached super typhoon
status yesterday ahead of an expected
late-night landfall. - AFP

away by the wind,” provincial rescue
official Roberto Monterola told AFP.

Only days earlier, Typhoon
Kalmaegi sent floodwaters rushing
through the towns and cities of
Cebu and Negros islands, sweeping
away cars, riverside shanties and
massive shipping containers.

The typhoon, the deadliest of
2025 according to disaster database
EM-DAT, killed at least 224 people
and left 109 missing, according to
government figures.

Search and rescue efforts in
Cebu were suspended on Saturday
due to safety concerns over the
approaching super typhoon. —AFP

Indonesia probes student after nearly 100 hurt

JAKARTA - Indonesian
authorities said Saturday they were
investigating a student over their
alleged involvement in explosions
that wounded nearly 100 people at a
school in the capital Jakarta.

The blasts hit a school mosque
in North Jakarta just as people
were gathering for Friday prayers,
sparking panic among worshippers.

The national police chief said
investigators had gathered “several
pieces of evidence” as part of their probe.

“There’s writing, and there is
also evidence of powder that could
potentially have caused an explosion,”

in school blasts

Listyo Sigit Prabowo said in comments
broadcast by Kompas TV.

Authorities so far have identified
one suspect, a student who was
wounded in the explosions,
but Listyo did not rule out the
involvement of others.

Investigators are also examining
the suspect’s family and social
media, the police chief added.

Ninety-six people were wounded
in the incident, Listyo said, revising the
police’s earlier casualty figure of 54.

Twenty-nine victims remain
hospitalised including at least two
in intensive care, he said.

Mayndra  Eka  Wardhana,
spokesman for the counter-terrorism
police unit Densus 88, told AFP
that investigators had searched the
suspect’s home.

He added that they were still
probing the motive behind the incident.

A witness told AFP there was
confusion over what happened.

“Atfirst we thought it came from
some electronic equipment, maybe
the sound system... but it turned
out the explosion came from under
the prayer mat,” Kinza Ghaisan
Rayyan, a 17-year-old student, said
Friday. —AFP

Japan observes tiny tsunami following
6.9-magnitude quake

TOKYO - Tiny tsunami waves
hit Japan’s northern Pacific coast
yesterday after an offshore earthquake,
the national weather service said.

The first tsunami hit the northern
city of Miyako at 5:37 p.m. [local
time], but it was so small that the
Japan Meteorological Agency said
it could not measure its size.

Later, ports in Kuji and Ofunato,
located in the same region, saw waves
as high as 20 centimetres, while
smaller waves reached other ports in
Iwate, the meteorological agency said.

The quake struck around 5:03
p-m. in waters off Iwate, according to
the Japanese agency which initially
estimated its strength at magnitude
6.7 but later revised it to 6.9.

The US Geological Survey
measured the quake as magnitude 6.8.

The Japan  Meteorological
Agency had issued an advisory for
a possible tsunami before lifting it
shortly after 8 p.m.

The original quake was followed
aftershocks at magnitude between
4.6 and 6.3, the agency said.

Six other offshore quakes hit the
same region earlier yesterday, but
were barely felt on land and did not
prompt tsunami advisories.

The area may see stronger quakes
particularly in the next several days,
warned Masashi Kiyomoto, an
earthquake and tsunami official at
the meteorological agency:.

“This is an area that has seen
a series of seismic activities. It is
possible that larger earthquakes will
occur,” he told a televised briefing.

The region is haunted by the

memory of a massive 9.0-magnitude
undersea quake in 2011, which
triggered a tsunami that left around
18,500 people dead or missing.

That tsunami also sent three reactors
into meltdown at the Fukushima nuclear
plant, causing Japan’s worst post-war
disaster and the world’s worst nuclear
accident since Chernobyl.

Japan sits on top of four major
tectonic plates along the western
edge of the Pacific “Ring of Fire”
and is one of the world’s most
tectonically active countries.

The archipelago, home to around
125 million people, experiences
around 1,500 jolts every year.

The wvast majority are mild,
although the damage they cause varies
according to their location and depth
below the Earth’s surface. —AFP
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‘I miss breathing’: Delhi protesters demand action on pollution

Arunabh Saikia

NEW DELHI — Dozens of
protesters rallied in New Delhi
yesterday to demand government
action on toxic air, as a thick haze
containing dangerous microparticles
shrouded the Indian capital.

Parents in the crowd brought
their children, who wore masks and
waved placards, with one reading:
“I miss breathing”.

New Delhi with its sprawling
metropolitan region of 30 million
residents is regularly ranked among
the world’s most polluted capitals.

Acrid smog blankets the skyline
each winter, when cooler air traps
pollutants close to the ground,
creating a deadly mix of emissions
from crop burning, factories and
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A detained demonstrator holds a placard from inside a police vehicle during a
protest demanding the government take action to reduce air pollution near Indian

Gate in New Delhi, India yesterday.

enough to enter the bloodstream

times the UN’s daily health limits.

-AFP

“Today 1 am here just as a
— sometimes rise to as much as 60 mother,” said protester Namrata

Yadav, who came with her son.

Taliban govt protests no invitation
to UN climate summit

heavy traffic.
Levels of PM2.5 — cancer-
causing  microparticles  small
KABUL — The Taliban
government expressed its
disappointment  yesterday that

it was not invited to the COP30
conference despite Afghanistan
being one of the nations most
vulnerable to climate change.

The 30" UN Climate Change
Conference opens today and is
set to draw representatives from
dozens of countries to Brazil.

Afghanistan’s National
Environmental Protection Agency
(NEPA) expressed its “deep
concern over the fact that, despite
Afghanistan being one of the most
climate-vulnerable countries, it
has unfortunately not received an
official invitation” to COP30.

Last year the  Taliban
government, which is currently
only recognised by Russia, sent
a delegation to COP29 - but as a
“guest” of host Azerbaijan rather
than a party directly involved in
the negotiations.

The Taliban authorities, which
returned to power in 2021, believe
that their diplomatic isolation
should not prevent them from
taking part in international climate
talks.

“The exclusion of the Afghan
people from the right to participate
in this conference contradicts the
principles of climate justice, global
cooperation, and human solidarity,”
the NEPA statement said.

Afghanistan  accounts  for
approximately 0.06 percent of
global greenhouse gas emissions
and is one of the countries most
vulnerable to some effects of climate
change, according to scientists.

About 89 percent of the
population depends on agriculture for
their survival, according to the UN.

“Between 2020 and 2025,
Afghanistan experienced repeated
droughts, severely impacting
coping capacities and drastically
reducing groundwater levels, in
some cases by up to 30 metres,” it
said in April.

Ahead of COP30, the UN said
2025 was on course to be among the
hottest years ever recorded. — AFP

Migrant shipwreck off Malaysia kills at least 7

KUALALUMPUR-Malaysian
authorities have recovered at least
seven bodies after a boat carrying
migrants capsized near the Thai
border, a maritime agency official
said yesterday.

Officials believe the boat was
carrying undocumented migrants
who departed from Myanmar, part
of a group of at least 300 people
that had split between several
vessels.

The boat that capsized near
Thailand’s Tarutao Island and just
north of Malaysia’s island resort of
Langkawi was carrying some 90
people, Kedah state police chief
Adzli Abu Shah told Malaysian
media.

Romli Mustafa, director of the
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement
Agency in the northern states
of Kedah and Perlis, said in a
statement that three survivors
were found yesterday in the waters
around Langkawi as well as six
bodies, taking the overall death toll
to seven.

At least 13 people have been
rescued alive.

Romli said the bodies recovered
yesterday were of a girl and five

women, without disclosing their
nationality or ethnicity.

A body found on Saturday is
believed to be of a woman from
Myanmar’s persecuted Rohingya
minority, Adzli told the Bernama
national news agency.

The search and rescue effort
ended for the day and will resume
today, Romli added, saying it was
possible more survivors or victims
could be found at sea.

The boat likely went down
three days ago, according to the
state police chief.

Two other vessels, believed to
be carrying some of the group of
300 migrants who had departed
from Myanmar, have also been
reported missing, Adzli was quoted
as saying by the Free Malaysia
Today news website.

He said preliminary
investigations showed that the
group boarded a large vessel that
carried them into waters close to
Malaysia.

“As they neared the border
they were instructed to transfer
onto three smaller boats, each
carrying around 100 people,” he
told Bernama.

“We have requested the
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement
Agency and the Marine Police
to launch search and rescue
operations and to look for the other
missing boats,” Adzli said, quoted
by the New Straits Times.

The Malaysian police force did
not respond to AFP’s requests for
comment.

Relatively affluent Malaysia
is home to millions of migrants
from poorer parts of Asia, many of
them undocumented, working in
industries including construction
and agriculture.

But the crossings, facilitated by
human trafficking syndicates, are
often hazardous, leading to boats
capsizing.

“Cross-border syndicates are
now increasingly active in exploiting
migrants by making them victims of
human trafficking using high-risk
sea routes,” Romli said.

Syndicates charge up to
US$3,500 per person for passage into
the country, Malaysian media said.

In one of the worst months,
in December 2021, more than 20
migrants drowned in several incidents
off the Malaysian coast. —AFP

“I am here because I don’t want
to become a climate refugee.”

Yesterday, PM2.5 levels around
India Gate, the iconic war memorial
where protesters had assembled,
were more than 13 times the
World  Health  Organisation’s
recommended daily maximum.

“Year after year, it is the same
story but there is no solution,” said
Tanvi Kusum, a lawyer who said
she had come because she was
“frustrated”.

“We have to build pressure so
that the government at least takes
up the issue seriously.”

Piecemeal government
initiatives have failed to make a
noticeable impact.

These included partial restrictions
on fossil fuel-powered transport and
water trucks spraying mist to clear
particulate matter from the air.

“Pollution is cutting our lives,”
said a young woman who claimed
to be “speaking for Delhi” and
refused to share her name.

A study in The Lancet Planetary
Health last year estimated that 3.8
million deaths in India between
2009 and 2019 were linked to air
pollution.

The United Nations children’s
agency warns that polluted air puts
children at heightened risk of acute
respiratory infections.

As the sun set into the smog-
covered skyline, the crowd of
protesters appeared to swell before
police bundled several activists into
a bus, seizing their placards and
banners, arguing they did not have a
permission to protest there.

One of them, half-torn, read: “I
just want to breathe”.

— AFP

Pakistan commits to ‘dialogue’
despite Afghan talks ending

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan said
yesterday it was committed to
“dialogue” with Afghanistan despite
peace talks ending after deadly
violence, with Islamabad stressing
its security concerns persist.

The two sides met in Istanbul in
an effort to cement a truce agreed on
October 19 in Qatar, after dozens of
people were killed in cross-border
fire between the South Asian nations.

In its first acknowledgement
that the negotiations were over,
Islamabad said the third round of
talks “concluded” on Friday.

“Pakistan remains committed to
[the] resolution of bilateral differences
through dialogue. However,
Pakistan’s core concern, i.e. terrorism
emanating from Afghanistan needs to
be addressed first and foremost,” the
foreign ministry said in a statement.

Islamabad  accuses  Kabul
of harbouring militant groups,
particularly the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) that regularly claims
deadly attacks in Pakistan. The Afghan
Taliban deny sheltering the group.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry said
the Taliban government avoided
“taking any measures on [the]
ground and tried to back out of the
commitments they had undertaken
at the first round”.

The statement came a day after
the Afghan government said its
ceasefire with Pakistan would remain
even though their latest talks failed,
blaming Islamabad’s “irresponsible
and uncooperative” approach.

“During the discussions, the
Pakistani side attempted to shift all
responsibility for its security to the
Afghan government, while showing
no willingness to take responsibility
for either Afghanistan’s security
or its own,” Taliban government
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
wrote on social media.

Islamabad also accuses
Afghanistan of acting with the
support of India, its historical
enemy, during a period of closer ties
between New Delhi and Kabul.

Afghanistan, meanwhile, wants
its territorial sovereignty to be
respected and accuses Islamabad of
supporting armed groups against it.

Each side has threatened a
resumption of hostilities that saw
more than 70 people killed and
hundreds wounded last month.

The talks were threatened on
Friday after each side blamed the
other for border fighting in Spin
Boldak on the Afghan side, where
five people were killed according to
a district hospital official. ~ —AFP
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Police personnel block members of cultural activist group Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpigosthi as they march towards the residence of Muhammad Yunus, Chief
Adviser of the country’s interim government, during a protest in Dhaka, Bangladesh
yesterday, held to condemn government’s decision to cancel the recruitment of

music and physical education teachers in primary schools.

-AFP
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US air travel could ‘slow to a trickle’ as shutdown bites:
transport secretary

Imran Vittachi

WASHINGTON — Air travel in
the United States could soon “slow
to a trickle,” authorities warned
yesterday as thousands more flights
were cancelled or delayed and
passengers faced chaos triggered by
the federal government shutdown.

Transportation Secretary Sean
Duffy said the number of flights
being snarled or cut would multiply
if the funding impasse between
Democrats and  Republicans
continues while Americans gear
up to travel for the Thanksgiving
holiday later this month.

“It’s only going to get worse,”
Dufty said on CNN'’s “State of the
Union,” a Sunday news talk show.

“The two weeks before
Thanksgiving, you’re going to see
air travel be reduced to a trickle.”

Yesterday morning (local time),
more than 1,330 cancellations
were recorded for flights within
the United States and to and from
the US, according to data from
FlightAware, a flight tracking
platform.

Airports that were particularly
hard hit included the three New
York City area airports, Chicago’s

O’Hare  International  Airport,
and Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson
Airport.

Duffy warned that many
Americans planning to travel for the
November 27 holiday “are not going

King Charles honours UK's war dead

LONDON - Britain’s King
Charles III yesterday led commemo-
rations for the nation ‘s war dead,
along with other senior members of
the royal family including his son
William and his wife Catherine.

The 76-year-old monarch, who
is still undergoing treatment for an
undisclosed cancer, laid the first
wreath at a sombre ceremony at the
Cenotaph memorial in central Lon-
don after the traditional two-minute
silence at 11 a.m. (local time).

Queen Camilla and Catherine,
now in remission after her own
cancer diagnosis, watched from
the balcony of the Foreign Office
overlooking the memorial.

Crowds lined the Whitehall area
of the capital as political leaders,
including Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, current and former members
of the armed forces, and war veterans,
paid their respects to British and
Commonwealth soldiers killed in two
world wars and other conflicts.

Around 10,000 armed forces
veterans took part in a march-past,
including around 20 who served in
World War II.

Among those who took part was
101-year-old Sid Machin, one of the
last survivors of the Burma (now
Myanmar) campaign, who served
as part of a special forces unit.

Other members of the royal
family including Prince William
also laid wreaths.

Prince Harry, 41, who is largely
estranged from his family after
quitting royal duties along with his
wife Meghan in 2020, was not present.

Days ahead of the Remembrance
Sunday events, however, he penned
a piece released by his US office
in which he expressed his pride at
being British and urged people not
to forget veterans.

The younger son of the king,
who did two tours of duty in
Afghanistan, said he had witnessed
“courage and compassion in the
harshest conditions imaginable”.

“But I also saw how easy it can
be, once the uniform comes off, for
those who gave everything, to feel
forgotten,” he said.

On Saturday evening, William

Britain’s King Charles Il attends the
Remembrance Sunday ceremony at
the Cenotaph on Whitehall in central
London yesterday. Remembrance
Sunday is an annual commemoration
held on the closest Sunday to Armistice
Day, November 11, the anniversary of the
end of the First World War, and services
across Commonwealth countries
remember servicemen and women who
have fallen in the line of duty since WWI.
- AFP

and Catherine’s eldest son, Prince
George, 12, attended his first tribute
for soldiers killed in action at the
Royal Albert Hall in London.

Itwasthefirsttime George, second
in line to the throne, had attended
the Festival of Remembrance event
organised annually by the Royal
British Legion, an association
dedicated to supporting veterans and
their families.

The event, always attended by
the monarch and senior members
of the royal family, featured
readings, prayers, videos and
musical performances — including a
performance by Rod Stewart.

— AFP

to be able to get on an airplane,
because there are not going to be
that many flights that fly if this thing
doesn’t open back up.”

‘Massive disruption’

Yesterday marked the 40th day
of the record shutdown and the
third day of flights being reduced at
airports nationwide, after the Trump
administration ordered reductions to
ease strain on air traffic controllers
working without pay.

“We’re going to see air traffic
controllers, very few of them
coming to work, which means
you’ll have a few flights taking off
and landing,” Duffy told Fox News
Sunday.

“You’re going to have massive
disruption [and] a lot of angry
Americans.”

Duffy sought to blame Democrats
for the high-stakes political
standoff, but Senator Adam Schiff
said Republicans were rejecting a
“reasonable” compromise deal to
end the shutdown.

“And the result from the Senate
Republicans was ‘no,” from the
House Republicans ‘we are staying
on vacation,’ and from the president
‘I’'m going out to play golf,” and
that’s where we are while people are
hurting,” Schiff said.

When asked whether Democrats
would turn around and vote with
Republicans, Schiff, a California

Democrat, indicated that the issue
of healthcare subsidies remained a
sticking point in negotiations.

“No, I certainly hope it isn’t
going to happen if millions of people
are going to retain their health
coverage and not have to pay these
exorbitant premium increases,”
Schiff said on ABC’s “This Week
with George Stephanopoulos.”

“We need to end this. We
proposed something, I think very
reasonable. It was a compromise.
Certainly, wasn’t everything I want,
which is a permanent extension
of the tax credits,” he said, urging
Republicans to allow “more time
to work on this and reopen the
government.” —AFP

UK minister says claims BBC misled viewers
with Trump edit‘incredibly serious’

LONDON — A UK government
minister yesterday described as
“incredibly serious” allegations
over the way the BBC edited clips
of US President Donald Trump in a
flagship documentary programme.

The comments by Culture,
Media and Sport Minister Lisa
Nandy came as the broadcaster said
its chair Samir Shah would provide
an explanation to a parliamentary
committee today.

Media outlets, including the
BBC, reported yesterday that the
response was expected to include
an apology.

The concerns regard clips
spliced together from sections
of the US president’s speech on
January 6, 2021 that made it appear
he told supporters he was going to
walk to the US Capitol with them
and “fight like hell”.

In the undoctored clip, however,
the president urged the audience to
walk with him “and we’re going

to cheer on our brave senators and
congressmen and women”.

At the time, Trump was still
disputing President Joe Biden’s
election victory, in the vote which
saw him ousted after his first term
in office.

“The BBC chairman will
provide a full response to the
Culture, Media and  Sport
Committee on Monday,” a BBC
spokesperson said.

The edit was included in a
documentary entitled “Trump:
A Second Chance?”, which was
broadcast by the BBC the week
before last year’s US election.

Nandy said the Trump edit was
one of a number of concerns about
editorial standards at the BBC.

“It isn’t just about the
Panorama programme, although
that is incredibly serious, there are
a series of very serious allegations
made, the most serious of which
is that there is systemic bias in

the way that difficult issues are
reported at the BBC,” she told
BBC television in an interview.
Nandy added that she was
concerned about a tendency
for editorial standards and the
language used in reports to be
“entirely inconsistent” whether it
be on “Israel, Gaza... trans people
or on this issue about President

Trump”.

The licence fee-funded
broadcaster earlier this year issued
several apologies for “serious
flaws” in the making of another
documentary, “Gaza: How To
Survive A Warzone”, broadcast in
February.

In October it accepted a

sanction from the UK media
watchdog for the “materially
misleading” programme whose
child narrator was later revealed
to be the son of Hamas’s former
deputy minister of agriculture.

— AFP

Spanish PM‘surprised’ by ex-king’s memoirs

MADRID — Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez said yesterday he
was “surprised” by some of the
claims in exiled former Spanish
King Juan Carlos’s newly released
memoirs.

In his 500-page book, the
87-year-old  former  monarch
reflects on well-known moments
from Spain’s history as well as his
extramarital affairs and financial
scandals.

Among its most controversial
passages are Juan Carlos’s warm
words for Spain’s late leader
Generalissimo Francisco Franco
and reflections on his role in the
country’s transition to democracy.

Sanchez told daily El Pais
that while he had not yet read the
memoirs, based on the excerpts
he has seen “it will not be one
of the books I recommend this
Christmas.”

“I will respond to some of the
points that surprised me, about
who did or didn’t bring democracy.

Democracy didn’t just fall from the
sky; it was the result of the struggle
of the Spanish people, of everyday
citizens,” the Socialist premier
added.

The memoir, “Reconciliation”,
was published in French on
Wednesday and is set for a Spanish
release on December 3.

“I gave freedom to the Spanish
people by establishing democracy,”
Juan Carlos asserts in the book.

Franco separated Juan Carlos
from his parents when he was 10
and groomed the boy to be his
successor.

He was crowned two days after
Franco’s death in 1975.

Juan  Carlos  disappointed
Francoists who hoped he would
continue the dictator’s legacy by

quickly implementing reforms
that led to democratic elections in
1977.

He abdicated in favour of his
son, Prince Felipe, in 2014, and
has lived in self-imposed exile in

the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
since 2020.

Sanchez praised Spain’s King
Felipe VI in the El Pais interview,
saying he was carrying out his
duties “commendably”.

Juan Carlos’ memoirs have
sparked criticism from other
politicians.

Spain’s Culture Minister Ernest
Urtasun condemned the former
monarch’s praise for Franco on
Thursday, calling it “sickening
that nowadays someone would
still dare to defend or justify the
dictator”.

Former Socialist Prime
Minister José Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero said Juan Carlos should
have “tempered his words” about
Franco, whose regime relied on
executions and imprisonments of
political opponents.

Juan Carlos wrote in the book
that he decided to publish his
memoirs because his story “was
being stolen from me”. —AFP
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COP30: Indigenous peoples vital to humanity’s future,
Brazilian minister

Interview by Louis Genot

BELEM, Brazil — At COP30*
in Belém, in northern Brazil’s
Amazon region, the country’s
Minister of Indigenous Peoples,
Sonia Guajajara, hopes indigenous
peoples will play a leading role in
the international climate conference
that begins today.

Without them, “there is no
future for humanity,” she told AFP
in an interview last week.

Guajajara, a member of the
Guajajara-Tenetehara ethnic group
who was born in an indigenous
reserve in Maranhao state, is the first
person to hold the portfolio created
by leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva when he returned to power
in 2023.

On the eve of the UN climate
conference, Guajajara, 51,
anticipated “the best COP in terms
of indigenous participation,” but
denounced the “racism” suffered by
indigenous peoples.

She laments that Brazil’s
government has not been able to
approve more indigenous reserves.

According to the minister,
this effort has been hindered by a
law passed by the predominantly
conservative parliament, which
restricts the recognition of lands
that belong to indigenous peoples.

Brazil, Latin America’s largest

country, is home to 1.7 million
indigenous people, divided into
391 ethnic groups speaking 295
languages, out of a total population
of 213 million.

QUESTION: Do you think that
the fact that the COP is taking place
in the Amazon for the first time will
help change the way the general
public sees indigenous peoples?

ANSWER: There is a great
deal of ignorance, a great deal
of racism, a significant lack of
understanding in society as a whole
about indigenous peoples. There is a
lack of knowledge about the reality
in which these Indigenous peoples
live.

The COP can contribute
significantly to greater
understanding and interest from
society as a whole regarding
indigenous peoples — especially
regarding the role that indigenous
peoples and indigenous territories
play in maintaining climate
balance.

It has been proven that the
presence of indigenous peoples,
whether in demarcated territories or
not, ensures clean water, protected
biodiversity, pesticide-free food,
and standing forests.

And all of this is what humanity
needs to continue to exist. Therefore,
we say, without indigenous peoples,

Brazil’s Minister of Indigenous Peoples
Sénia Guajajara poses during an AFP
interview in Belém, northern Brazil, on

Friday. - AFP

without these voices, there is no
future for humanity.

Q: How have you seen the
representation of indigenous peoples
evolve in climate discussions?

A: A COP in the Amazon needs
to consider the voices of indigenous
peoples, traditional communities,
and all those who have always faced
great difficulty in reaching where
the COP takes place.

In 2009, when I participated in
my first COP, which was COP15 in

Copenhagen, there was one or two
indigenous individuals present, but
they were not participating. Since
then, we have been working on
building this inclusion, increasing
representation, and creating spaces
for dialogue.

From then until now, there has
been tremendous progress. I was
very excited to participate in the
summit of presidents, during the
launch of the TFFF [Tropical Forest
Forever Fund], as well as the session
addressing the topic of climate and
nature.

Of course, there is still much
to be done for countries to ensure
this leadership. In both moments,
all the presidents who spoke
emphasized the importance of
including indigenous peoples,
ensuring funding for indigenous
communities, and guaranteeing the
protection of indigenous peoples
and territories.

‘Guardians of the forest’

0: What is the impact of climate
change on Indigenous peoples?

A: The changes are already
being felt in various ways in
indigenous territories, on the
outskirts of large cities, through
major floods and severe droughts.
Any of these factors directly affect
daily life.

Although there is already
recognition that we, indigenous
peoples, are the greatest guardians
of the forest, the environment, and
biodiversity due to our way of life,
we are the first and most impacted.

Because when there is a
flood, for example, it affects food
security, when fish die, when water
is contaminated, when there is
drought, roads become inaccessible,
as rivers are also a means of
transportation for us.

It affects schools, when children
cannot move from one place to
another to attend school, it affects
education. —AFP

* COP 30 refers to the 30"
Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). This conference is part
of the annual series of meetings
where countries come together to
negotiate and implement measures
to combat climate change. COP
meetings serve as a platform for
countries to assess progress, set
targets, and discuss strategies for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
and adapting to climate impacts.
The outcomes of these conferences
can influence international climate
policy and commitments, such as
the Paris Agreement established
during COP 21 in 2015. — Poe

Tornado Kkills 6, injures 750 as it wrecks

southern Brazilian

Daniel Castellano and Liicia Lacur-
cia in Rio de Janeiro

RIO BONITO DO IGUACU — A
tornado killed at least six people and
injured around 750 as it destroyed most
of a town in southern Brazil, authorities
said on Saturday.

The twister on Friday evening
flipped cars like toys and wrecked
buildings in Rio Bonito do Iguagu, a
town of 14,000 inhabitants in Parana
state, officials said.

The storm lasted only minutes but
hit with ferocious winds swirling at
up to 250 km per hour. Aerial photos
showed the town largely obliterated,
with wrecked buildings and debris
everywhere.

On Saturday, traumatised residents
sifted through the rubble of their
homes as they tried to salvage some
belongings.

Nereu Sabadini was working
outside of town when the tornado hit.

“I arrived home and found myself
without a roof over my head,” the
51-year-old told AFP. “I’m homeless
and rebuilding will take some time.”

Authorities said 90 percent of the
town suffered damage.

“It destroyed everything. It
destroyed the town, houses, schools.
What will become of us?” Roselei
Dalcandon said as she stood by a pile
of rubble that used to be her shop.

The tornado killed at least six
people, the Parand state government
said. Firefighters and medical personnel
treated 750 injured people, including
nine who were seriously hurt.
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Nereu Sabadini sits on the debris of his house destroyed by a tornado with winds of up
to 250 km/h that hit the town of Rio Bonito do Iguagu, in Parana state, southern Brazil, on

Saturday.

One person was missing but the
number could rise as rescue efforts
continue.

Rescue teams searched through piles
of rubble looking for survivors or bodies.
A shelter was set up in a nearby town.

“Itis awar scene,” Fernando Schunig,
head of the Parana Civil Defense agency,
told the news outlet G1.

He said the likelihood of more
fatalities was high because the twister
hit the centre of the town.

“When these events hit an urban
area, the damage is major. It is very
lethal,” Schunig said.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
said a team of ministers and disaster
relief experts were headed to the town,

- AFP

as he expressed “solidarity” with those
affected.

An alert for dangerous storms was
in effect for all of Parana as well as
Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul,
according to weather authorities.

Other cities in Parana and neighbouring
states were also hit by strong winds,
storms and hail from a violent weather
pattern sweeping through the region.

Last year southern Brazil suffered
severe flooding that left more than 200
people dead and two million displaced
in the state of Rio Grande do Sul.

It was one of the worst natural
disasters in the recent history of Brazil
and experts say global warming played
arole in the floods. —AFP

Angola should pay
compensation to riot
victims: local rights
groups

LUANDA - Angolan civic groups said last week the
government should pay reparations for the nearly two dozen
people killed and 200 wounded in days of rioting in July that
were violently put down by security forces.

Protests and looting erupted in the oil-rich southern African
nation between July 28-30 on the sidelines of a taxi strike
called to protest fuel price hikes.

In a new report released on Thursday, three civil society
groups profiled some of the people, including a 14-year-old
boy they said was shot by a police officer while out buying
bread and an 18-year-old girl struck by a stray police bullet.

The report cited interior ministry figures that 22 people
were killed although police said at the time that 30 people had
lost their lives, including a police officer. Nearly 200 were
wounded and 1,200 arrested.

The report by the Mudei, Handeka and Mizangala Tu Yenu
Kupolo groups said the repression was “a brutal demonstration
that the State continues to treat its citizens as enemies”.

It demanded independent investigations into the deaths and
injuries, and the prosecution of state agents involved in abuses.

“Full reparations are demanded for the victims and
their families...,” the report said, adding the unrest was an
“expression of a profound social unease” in Angola, where
around a third of the population lives below the international
poverty line.

The costs of fuel increased earlier this year as the
government lowered its subsidies under pressure from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank.

In September, leading civil society groups, including
Mudei and Handeka, urged UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres to send a fact-finding mission to investigate the
deadly crackdown.

Since the unrest, authorities have publicly released few
details or follow-up although some of the hundreds who were
arrested have been reportedly released on bail. —AFP
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Napoli beaten at Bologna,
lose Serie A lead
MILAN - Italian champi-
‘ ons Napoli came unstuck at
Bolgona yesterday, losing 2-0
SEREA_ 15 cede the Serie A summit to
AC Milan on goal difference.

AC Milan’s collapse against Parma on
Saturday when they were held 2-2 after
leading by two goals but Antonio Conte’s
Napoli failed to exploit their chance.

After a goalless first half ended
goalless, Napoli were caught off guard five
minutes after the break, with a precise shot
by Thijs Dallinga following a magnificent
cross from the left by Nicolo Cambiaghi,
who had come on after half-time.

In the 66" minute, Bologna wrapped
up the win. This time the danger came
from the right: a cross and a header by Jhon
Lucumi into Napoli’s top right corner.

Bologna moved to fifth, a point off
the leading pair.

Inter Milan and Roma, also both only
one point behind the top two, could have
finished yesterday as Serie A leaders
after their later games against Lazio and
Udinese respectively.

In other action, Sassuolo downed
Atalanta 3-0 and struggling Genoa were
held 2-2 by last-placed Fiorentina. — AFP

Irish FA to call on UEFA to
ban Israel

DUBLIN - The Football Association
of Ireland (FAI) on Saturday backed
a motion to call on UEFA to ban Israel
from European club and international
competitions.

Dublin-based club Bohemians tabled
the resolution saying Israel violated two
provisions of the UEFA statutes.

The motion was carried by 74 votes
to seven with two abstentions.

In a statement, the FAI said they
will now “submit a formal motion to the
UEFA executive committee requesting
the immediate suspension of the Israel
Football ~Association from UEFA
competitions.”

The two alleged breaches of UEFA
statues refer to “organisation of clubs
in illegal settlements in the occupied
West Bank without the consent of the
Palestinian Football Association” and
the “failure of the IFA (Israel Football
Association) to implement and enforce
an effective anti-racism policy.”

Israel’s national and club teams
compete in UEFA’s competitions, but
have largely played their home matches
in neutral venues since the October 7
attacks in 2023 on security grounds.

Similar calls from Turkish and
Norwegian football bosses for Israel
to be suspended from international
competition had eased since the
announcement of the Isracl-Hamas peace
plan for Gaza last month.

Bohemians said in a statement they
were “proud” to have advanced the
motion and expressed gratitude to those
delegates who had voted in favour.

American  Republican  senator
Lindsey Graham criticised the move,
claiming it would be “punishing
the Jewish people 80 years after the
Holocaust because they choose to fight
back against terrorist groups.”  —AFP

Kolo Muani drops out of
France squad with broken jaw
PARIS - Randal Kolo Muani will
miss two World Cup qualifiers this
month after suffering a broken jaw and

has been replaced in the squad by Florian
Thauvin, the French Football Federation
said yesterday.

The Tottenham striker “suffered
an injury to his lower jaw on Saturday
against Manchester United,” the FFF said.

Kolo Muani was replaced at half-
time as Tottenham drew with United in
the Premier League.

After the game, Tottenham manager
Thomas Frank did not specify the
26-year-old Frenchman’s injury, saying
only that it was “nothing big”.

Kolo Muani was the second highest
international scorer in the squad with
nine France goals behind Kylian Mbappe
who has 53.

Kolo Muani became the latest
attacking casualty for France coach
Didier Deschamps.

Paris Saint-Germain duo Ousmane
Dembele and Desire Doue are injured.
Marcus Thuram is just returning to
competition with Inter Milan after more
than a month out with a thigh injury and
has not been called up.

The 32-year-old Thauvin of Lens, a
World Cup winner, returned to the squad in
October six years after his last appearance
and scored his second international goal
in a 3-0 win over Azerbaijan.

Victory over Ukraine on Thursday
at the Parc des Princes would ensure
France’s qualification for the tournament
in North America.

If they fail, Les Bleus will have
another opportunity against Azerbaijan
in Baku on November 16. —AFP

Rui Costa re-elected
president of Benfica

LISBON — Former
- ‘ midfielder Rui Costa has
PORTUGAL

been re-elected president of
Portuguese giants Benfica

for the 2025-2029 term, the
Lisbon-based club announced on its
website yesterday.

Costa, first elected in 2021, captured
65.9 per cent of the vote, easily defeating
rival Joao Noronha Lopes, a lawyer and
former vice-president of Portugal’s most
widely supported football club.

The result follows the first round of
voting on 25 October, in which Costa also
led the field, but no candidate secured
more than 50 per cent of the vote.

The second-round election, held
on Saturday, drew 93,081 members,
marking the most participated vote in
Benfica’s history.

“Now is the time to put our ideas
and projects into practice, with renewed
determination to meet the challenges of
the present and win the future,” Costa,
53, said after the results were announced.

During his first tenure as president,
Benfica ended a four-year league title
drought by winning the Portuguese
league in the 2022-23 season, securing
the club’s 38" championship.

Under his leadership, Benfica
appointed José Mourinho as their new
coach in September 2025.

Costa, who retired from international
football after the 2004 European
Championships, spent most of his career
with Benfica and Italian clubs Fiorentina
and, most famously, AC Milan.

Benfica is a cultural institution in
Portugal. Known as “O Glorioso” (The
Glorious One), the club has deep roots in
Portuguese society, with generations of
families supporting the team.

— AFP
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Forest boost survival bid

Nottingham Forest’s English midfielder Morgan Gibbs-White (left) heads in their second goal during the English
Premier League match against Leeds United at The City Ground in Nottingham, central England, yesterday. — AFP

Steven Griffiths

LONDON - Nottingham

é E;ear'g‘i:é Forest beat relegation rivals Leeds
3-1 to secure the first Premier

League victory of Sean Dyche’s reign yesterday.

Dyche’s side trailed in the 13 minute at the
City Ground when Lukas Nmecha’s low drive
arrowed into the corner.

But Forest equalised just two minutes later
through Ibrahim Sangare’s predatory finish from
10 yards.

Morgan Gibbs-White completed Forest’s
fightback as he glanced a header in from Omari
Hutchinson’s 68"-minute cross.

Dyche was celebrating again in stoppage-time
when Elliot Anderson lashed in a penalty after
Hutchinson was bundled over by Jack Harrison.

It was Forest’s first league victory since
beating Brentford on the opening weekend of the
season in August.

Nuno Espirito Santo was in charge of Forest
then before being sacked to make way for Ange
Postecoglou, whose brief reign also ended with
his dismissal before Dyche took charge.

The former Everton and Burnley boss had
earned his first Premier League point in last
weekend’s 2-2 draw with Manchester United.

Dyche’s only other win in five games with
Forest came in the Europa League against Porto.

Second-bottom Forest’s maiden top-flight
victory under Dyche’s management ended their
nine-match winless run in the competition and
lifted them to within one point of safety.

Leeds are just two points above Forest after
their sixth defeat in 11 league games.

Aston Villa thrashed Bournemouth 4-0 to
make it five wins from their last six league games.

After a slow start to the season, Unai Emery’s
team are hitting their stride and they struck first
at Villa Park when Emiliano Buendia netted with
a superb free-kick in the 28" minute.

Newcastle’s away-day woes

Amadou Onana increased Villa’s advantage,
firing home at the climax of a flowing move in
the 40" minute.

Morgan Rogers’ handball conceded a 67"-
minute penalty, but Antoine Semenyo wasted
the chance to give Bournemouth a lifeline as his
spot-kick was saved by Emiliano Martinez.

Ross Barkley blasted Villa’s third goal from
Lucas Digne’s 77%-minute pass and Donyell
Malen’s close-range flick put the seal on the
victory five minutes later.

Newcastle’s miserable away form continued
with a dismal 3-1 defeat at Brentford.

Magpies forward Harvey Barnes bagged
his 50" Premier League goal in the 27" minute,
making space to drill beyond Brentford
goalkeeper Caoimhin Kelleher.

But Kevin Schade’s 56"-minute strike from Mi-
chael Kayode’s long throw hauled Brentford level.

Newcastle defender Dan Burn was sent off
in the 73" minute for a second booking after
conceding a penalty with a foul on Dango Ouattara.

Brazilian forward Igor Thiago calmly converted
from the spot and netted again in stoppage-time to
reach nine goals in all competitions this season.

Beaten 3-1 at lowly West Ham last weekend,
Newecastle are languishing in 14" place and
have failed to win an away league match in nine
attempts since April.

Crystal Palace and Brighton shared a 0-0 draw
at Selhurst Park to leave both teams in mid-table.

Arsenal were held to a 2-2 draw at Sunderland
on Saturday, a slip that offers renewed hope to third-
placed Manchester City and sixth-placed Liverpool,
who are eight points behind the Gunners.

In last night’s late game, Manchester
City beat Liverpool 3-0. City are now 2™ in
the league, four points behind Arsenal, with
Liverpool dropping to 8™, — AFP, MPD

Jordi Alba (centre) of Inter Miami CF celebrates with teammates after winning and advancing to the semifinals
following the 2025 MLS Cup Playoff match against Nashville SC at Chase Stadium on Saturday in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

- AFP
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HK, Macao paddlers carrying high
hopes at National Games

N b AREME
s, - gtEREMS
AN The 15th National Games of
om ryswan o the People’s Republic of China

Li Chunyu, Yue Ranran and Guo Yuqi

MACAO - Macao resident
Theresa Liu Feng was delighted to
cheer for Hong Kong paddlers Wong
Chun Ting and Doo Hoi Kem, the
mixed doubles top seeds, in their
opening victory at the 15" National
Games on Saturday.

At the Galaxy Arena in Macao,
Wong and Doo rallied past Zhou Yu
and Zang Xiaotong of Hebei 10-12,
11-8, 11-7, 11-5 in the round of 16.

“As table tennis is known as our
national sport, there will be fierce
competition at the Games definitely,
while the strength of Hong Kong
and Macao paddlers is noteworthy in
particular,” said Theresa, a volunteer
for guide service at the arena.

Not paying much attention to
their seeding, the Hong Kong duo
said they were excited to gather with
many old friends in table tennis at
the Games co-hosted by Guangdong,
Hong Kong and Macao.

“Players always want to chase
the title, but we need to move
forward step by step and just
focus on each match. Today, we
communicated actively and trusted
each other as always, which was a
great start,” said 34-year-old Wong,

the first torchbearer in the Games’
torch relay in Hong Kong.

“The seeding didn’t give us
pressure. The best news for us was
to take a rest in the first round,” Doo
said with a smile. “We are clear
about our status and will not regard
ourselves as the top duo. No easy
matches here. We will cherish this
opportunity and enjoy the Games.”

After meeting friends from other
teams, 28-year-old Doo said, “We
grew up together in training camps
for young talents years ago. We are
familiar with each other and have
great relationship.”

Wong added, “We didn’t
compete here many times before,
but we adapted to the environment
quickly. T heard Cantonese in the
arena. As the crowd cheered warmly,
we felt extra energy.”

Beyond the star players from
Hong Kong, Theresa said her
confidence in Macao paddlers comes
from what she has experienced and
witnessed on campus.

“Sports activities have already
integrated into the students’ campus
life of all ages. Many schools in
Macao arrange physical education
for students almost every day to
improve their strength. Among the
events, table tennis is a popular
choice,” she said.

Theresa was a teacher at a primary
school in her hometown Qitaihe, a

city located in Heilongjiang Province.
After becoming a Macao resident
in 2014, she sought to integrate into
the local community by learning
Cantonese and said she found shared
goals in education.

“I consider more about education
as I have a nine-year-old child now.
I love running, and I know sport is
an important aspect in cultivating
children’s patience, courage and
persistence,” Theresa said. “A large-
scale event like the National Games
will further ignite the passion in
younger generations.”

Meanwhile, world No. 6
women’s paddler Zhu Yuling,
currently representing Macao, has
brought new hopes for the local
development of table tennis.

Zhu, 30, captured the title at
the World Table Tennis US Smash
in July and will open her National
Games campaign with a second-
round singles match today.

Theresa said she believes Zhu
will encourage more young people
in Macao to get to know and practice
the sport over the long term.

The table tennis competition at
the National Games runs through
November 20.

“We have much to expect for
paddlers from across the country,
including Hong Kong and Macao,”
Theresa said. “At the Galaxy Arena,
the best is yet to come.” — Xinhua
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Alcaraz makes winning start to ATP Finals

Tennis

TURIN — World No.2 Carlos
Alcaraz made a solid start to the ATP
Finals in Turin yesterday with a 7-6
(7/5), 6-2 win over Alex de Minaur.

It is the first time that the Spaniard
had won his opening match at the
finals. He lost to Alexander Zverev
and Casper Ruud in the last two years.

It was not all plain sailing.
Leading 4-1 and pressing for 5-1
in the first set, Alcaraz suffered a
sudden dip, struggling with his first
serves and allowing De Minaur to

come back to level the score.

Trailing 3-1 and then 5-3 in the
tiebreak, Alcaraz rediscovered his
touch to level and then break De
Minaur to win the first set.

In spite of dropping his service
early, the second set was more
straightforward as Alcaraz raced
away to claim his fifth victory in as
many meetings with De Minaur.

“It was a really difficult match,”
said Alcaraz.

“On this surface, Alex makes the
most of the speed of the ball, he’s
super fast and really difficult on return.

“Im just really happy to
get through this really difficult
challenge, and happy with how I'm
playing.”

Alcaraz and De Minaur are in the
Jimmy Connors group which also
features Taylor Fritz and Lorenzo
Musetti, a late replacement for the
injured Novak Djokovic.

Later  yesterday, Alexander
Zverev faced Ben Shelton in the
first match of the Bjorn Bjorg group,
which also includes world No.l
Jannik Sinner and Felix Auger-
Aliassime. —AFP
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Dominant Bezzecchi wins
Portuguese MotoGP

MotoGP

PORTIMAO - Aprilia rider
Marco Bezzecchi produced the
perfect ride on a testing Algarve
International Circuit to win the
Portuguese MotoGP yesterday

Starting from pole, the 26-year-
old Italian controlled the 25-lap
race from start to finish ahead of
Alex Marquez (Ducati-Gresini)
and Pedro Acosta (KTM).

After a frantic opening lap
in which Franco Morbidelli slid
off the track, Bezzecchi took
total control and never allowed
Marquez to close.

The Italian finished 2.583
seconds in front of Marquez
who recovered from a mistake
in qualifying to claim his 12
podium of the season.

For the second day running,
Marquez was kept on his toes
throughout by 21-year-old Acosta
who finished second behind him
in Saturday’s sprint.

Acosta narrowed the gap in
the closing laps and finished just
half a second further back.

“I'm very happy, it was
a fantastic race for me,” said

Bezzecchi who on Saturday
finished third in the sprint.

“I was super afraid about
Pedro and Alex but motivated to
get a win.

“This morning 1 felt better.
Yesterday evening we worked
very hard to find that little extra
to catch Pedro and Alex because
yesterday they were super-quick.”

Bezzecchi’s second win of
the season, and his fifth overall in
MotoGP, meant he can take third
place in the championship behind
Marc Marquez, who had already
wrapped up his seventh title, and
his brother Alex, who is sure of

second.
Bezzecchi is three points
behind Ducati’s Francesco

Bagnaia, who only lasted 10 laps.

Marc Marquez was again
missing after undergoing surgery
on a fracture caused by a crash
on the first lap of the Indonesian
Grand Prix on October 5 by which
stage he had already claimed his
first title since 2019.

The longest-ever MotoGP
season ends next weekend with
the 22" race in Valencia.

— AFP

Vingegaard says back to
his best after Japan win

Cycling
Andrew McKirdy

SAITAMA - Former Tour
de France champion Jonas

Vingegaard said he was finally
back to his best following last
year’s horrific crash, after finishing
his season yesterday with victory
at Japan’s Saitama Criterium.

The Dane was a two-time
defending Tour de France
champion when a high-speed
fall in the Tour of the Basque
Country in April last year left him
hospitalised with a punctured
lung and several broken bones.

The accident shook him
mentally and physically but he
began to pick up the pieces this
year.

The 28-year-old finished as
runner-up at the Tour de France
before claiming a third career
Grand Tour win at the Vuelta a
Espana in September.

Vingegaard  finished  his
season with another victory in
Saitama, and said his return to
the top had taken “a bit longer
than I thought it would”.

“You never really know when
you have a bad crash like that
if you will get back to the same
level you had before,” he said.

“It’s only by the end of this
year that I can see that I’m able to
push in the same way that I was
before my crash.”

Vingegaard missed last year’s
Paris Olympics and finished far
behind his rival Tadej Pogacar in
the Tour de France in the months
following his crash.

He said he hoped he has put
the accident behind him as he
looks towards next season.

“It’s taken me quite a long
time before coming back to the
same level,” he said.

“Slowly you come back to it
and hopefully now I can get back
to improving rather than trying to
get back to the same level.”

Back on the bike

Vingegaard kicked for home
on the final lap to win the Saitama
Criterium ahead of Italy’s
Jonathan Milan and Australian
Kaden Groves.

He had to do it the hard way
after crashing three-quarters
of the way through the 60km
course, before getting back on
his bike and resuming the race.

“Luckily I didn’t hurt
myself and I just slipped,” said
Vingegaard, who was helped
back onto his bike by Davide
Stella of the UAE team.

“I just lost the wheel and
luckily nothing happened and
then I could come back and win.”

Vingegaard was side by side
with Slovenia’s Primoz Roglic
before making his final attack on
the last lap of the circuit.

The Dane said his fall
disrupted his race plan but he
was able to think on his feet and
stay in contention.

“At first you only think about
getting back to the bunch,” he
said.

“Then there was an attack that
I could follow, and then luckily I
could go solo from there.” — AFP
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Kendrick Lamar leads Grammy nominations

Raphaelle Peltier and Susan Stumme

NEW YORK — Rapper Kendrick
Lamar leads the nominations for
the 2026 Grammy Awards, music’s
highest honours, with nine, the
Recording Academy announced
on Friday — fresh off winning five
golden gramophones at the last gala.

Lady Gaga ranked second
among performers with seven
nods for her “Mayhem” album,
followed by a trio of artists tied
at six — Bad Bunny, pop princess
Sabrina Carpenter and R&B singer-
songwriter Leon Thomas.

Lamar will vie for album, record
and song of the year honours at
the 68" Grammys, which will take
place in Los Angeles on February 1.

Also competing for the coveted
best album award are: Gaga; Bad
Bunny; Carpenter; Thomas; Tyler
the Creator; hip-hop duo Clipse
(Pusha T and Malice); and pop
superstar Justin Bieber — with his
first studio effort in four years.

Lamar, 38, dominated the
Grammys in February with five
awards for the wildly infectious
“Not Like Us,” his viral diss track
targeting fellow rapper Drake.

A week later, the Pulitzer Prize

US rapper Kendrick Lamar performs during Super Bowl LIX Chiefs vs Eagles Apple
Music Halftime Show at Caesars Superdome in New Orleans, Louisiana, February 9,
2025. Lamar leads the nominations for the 2026 Grammy Awards, music’s highest
honours, with nine, the Recording Academy announced on Friday - fresh off winning

five golden gramophones at the last gala.

winner commanded one of the world’s
most high-profile stages as the Super
Bowl’s halftime show headliner,
performing a string of classics —
including the knockout blow in his
battle with his Canadian rival.

But the song did not feature on
his most recent album “GNX” — the
source of his nominated material
this time out.

- AFP

Lady Gaga, 39, made a
splashy comeback to touring with
“Mayhem,” her collection of full-on
pop bangers with a dark edge that
embraces her dramatic side.

She also will compete for album,
record and song of the year, as will
Bad Bunny.

The 31-year-old superstar, born
Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio,

Cyndi Lauper, Outkast, White Stripes among
Rock Hall of Fame inductees

LOS ANGELES - Cyndi Lauper,
Outkast, the White Stripes and
Soundgarden were among this year’s
inductees to the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame on Saturday, adding their
names to the pantheon of music’s
most esteemed and beloved acts.

New Yorker Lauper, who burst
onto the pop scene with colourful
punk looks and infectious tunes
like “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun,”
“True Colors” and “Time After
Time,” was inducted by “Pink Pony
Club” singer Chappell Roan.

Praising her “four-octave range”
and unapologetic style, Roan
thanked Lauper for being an icon
for any artist who may be called
“too much, too loud, too eccentric
or all of the above — their honesty
becomes their greatest strength.”

To induct Detroit rock band The
White Stripes — known for sports
arena favourite “Seven Nation
Army” and “Fell in Love with a
Girl,” among others — singer Iggy
Pop gave an exuberant speech

peppered with curse words and his
own screeching impressions of the
band’s raucous sound.

“The White Stripes music was
coming from a foundation of love,
not revolution,” Pop said.

Singer-guitarist Jack  White
accepted on behalf of himself and
drummer Meg White, who did not
attend. He named a long list of
industry heavies and bands before
adding: “To the homeless and the
powerless and the forgotten, we
always say thank you.”

Other inducted US performers
included Atlanta’s hip-hop duo
Outkast, who topped charts with
“Hey Ya,” “Ms. Jackson” and “The
Way You Move,” and Seattle’s grunge
band Soundgarden, who had hits with
“Black Hole Sun” and “Spoonman.”

English singer Joe Cocker, who
died in 2014, was inducted posthu-
mously to honour his bluesy music,
including “You Are So Beautiful,”
his cover of the Beatles” “With a
Little Help from My Friends” and the
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Grammy-winning duet with Jennifer
Warnes “Up Where We Belong.”

Other inductees included arena
rockers Bad Company, who sang
“Can’t Get Enough,” and “The
Twist” singer Chubby Checker.

Groundbreaking New York hip-
hop trio Salt-N-Pepa was honoured
with a Musical Influence Award for
their hit songs “Let’s Talk About
Sex,” “Push It” and “Shoop,” which
celebrate women’s independence
with playful sexuality in a male-
dominated genre.

“These three women are the
bricklayers to the foundation that
holds hip-hop together,” Grammy-
winning singer Missy Elliott told
the audience before introducing
their performance. “They gave us
their shoulders to stand on.”

English session pianist Nicky
Hopkins was honoured with the
Musical Excellence Award for his
work with superstars including The
Rolling Stones, The Who, David
Bowie, and The Beatles.

“That song started off as a kind
of slowish song, and then Nicky
started playing this samba piano
with this percussion, that’s like
the hook of the song,” Rolling
Stones singer Mick Jagger said
of Hopkins’s work on the song

“Sympathy for the Devil.”
Along with awards and heartfelt
acceptance speeches, the event

featured performances by Elton
John; Bryan Adams; Olivia Rodrigo;
Twenty One Pilots; Doja Cat; Tyler,
the Creator; and many more.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
Museum in Cleveland, Ohio, now
features an exhibit with artifacts
and memorabilia from this year’s
inductees. —AFP

also has a pile of nods for this week’s
Latin Grammys and will headline
the next Super Bowl halftime show
in February.

He completed a three-month
residency in his native Puerto Rico
this year and hosted the season
opener of “Saturday Night Live.”

He is set to open a world tour in
support of “Debi Tirar Mas Fotos”
(“I Should Have Taken More
Photos™) later this month in the
Dominican Republic.

Among notable nominations, “Gold-
en,” the massive hit song from Netflix’s
animated smash “KPop Demon Hunt-
ers,” earned three Grammy nods —
including one for song of the year.

More diverse?

Industry  watchers will be
dissecting the full list of nominees
in all 95 categories to see if changes
made by the Recording Academy,
which hands out the awards, have
addressed concerns about diversity.

More than 3,800 new members
were admitted to the academy,
greatly expanding the number of
eligible Grammy voters.

Half of those new members are
age 39 or younger, and 58 percent
of them are people of colour, the
academy announced earlier this week.

Invitations were also offered to
all members of the Latin Recording
Academy, which will hand out the Lat-
in Grammys next week in Las Vegas.

“This year’s class reflects the
vibrancy of today’s diverse music
landscape,” Recording Academy CEO
Harvey Mason Jr said in a statement.

So why is Taylor Swift not in
the Grammys mix? After all, Swift’s
“The Life of a Showgirl” has been
ubiquitous since its release in October.

But it is not eligible for the 2026
Grammys — the window closed on
August 30.

Look for the pop princess to be
front and centre in the 2027 edition.

— AFP

US film director and screenwriter Gia Coppola attends the 2025 Baby2Baby
Gala at the Pacific Design Center in West Hollywood, California, on Saturday.
Baby2Baby is a US nonprofit organisation that provides diapers, formula,
clothing and other basic necessities for children living in poverty across

the US. It has distributed hundreds of million essential items to children in
homeless shelters, domestic violence programmes, foster care, hospitals,
and underserved school districts. Gia Coppola is the granddaughter of US
filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola. She made her feature film directorial debut
with Palo Alto (2013), and has since directed Mainstream (2020) and The Last

Showgirl (2024).

WELLINGTON -  New
Zealand film-maker Lee Tamahori
was described as a “classy and
very clever” director on Saturday
following his death aged 75.

Famed for directing the box
office hit “Once Were Warriors”,
Tamahori went on to forge a career
in Hollywood and is regarded as
among the most influential Maori
figures in the entertainment industry.

Other films directed by
Tamahori included the 2001
thriller “Along Came a Spider” and
a James Bond film the following
year — “Die Another Day”.

A family statement said
Tamahori died peacefully at his
home on Friday.

Tamahori made a sensational
feature film debut in 1994 with
“Once Were Warriors”.

The adaptation of a novel by

author Alan Duf, it told a powerful

- AFP

‘Once Were Warriors’
director Tamahori dies

and confronting story of an urban
Maori family and their problems
with poverty and violence.

The film remains among the
highest-grossing New Zealand mov-
ies and won international accolades.

Actor Temuera Morrison, who
played the film’s central figure
“Jake”, said Tamahori had an eye
for movie making that set him apart.

“He’s probably the best
director that we’ve produced,”
Morrison told Radio New Zealand
on Saturday.

“I don’t think anyone surpasses
his knowledge right throughout all
facets of film-making. A classy
and very clever director.

“And then just seeing the
amount of Maori that went into
the industry, the amount of Maori
people he could cast now through
his auditions. He was just an
amazing man.” —AFP
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1. An artiste performs before the
opening ceremony of the 15" National
Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong
Province, yesterday. — Xinhua

2. Spectators watch a live television
broadcast of the opening ceremony
of the 15" National Games in
Guangzhou in Macau’s main square,
Largo do Senado, last night. — Xinhua

3. Fireworks are seen during the
opening ceremony of the 15" National ’ NN
Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong ‘

A%
Province, yesterday. — Xinhua ; ¥ Q ; %ﬂm\

4. Artistes perform during the opening A i ! A4 o85S 0
ceremony of the 15t National Games : ” ' ‘ |
in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province,
yesterday. — Xinhua

5. Artistes perform during the opening
ceremony of the 15" National Games
in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province,
yesterday. — Xinhua
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6. The cauldron is lit during the
opening ceremony of the 15" National
Games in Guangzhou, Guangdong
Province, yesterday. — Xinhua




