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CTM to launch one-off fee
reduction next year

Tony Wong

Telecom operator CTM announced
yesterday that it will roll out a one-off fee
reduction scheme next year for commercial
and residential customers, including discounts
on monthly subscription fees for broadband
internet services to be given for certain
months next year.

The fee reduction scheme will also cover
internet services used by government entities.

CTM senior executives announced details
of the company’s fee reductions during a
press conference in a ballroom at the Sofitel
Macau at Ponte 16 casino-hotel resort.

Yesterday’s CTM announcements came
after the government last month extended
CTM’s concession agreement for two more
years, until September 30, 2027, for which the
government has required the telecom operator
to launch fee reductions for household users
and small- and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs).

The fee reductions announced by CTM
yesterday will cover all business customers,
namely SMEs and large enterprises.

The government underlined last month
that it decided to extend CTM’s concession
agreement for two more years with the aim
of ensuring the stability of the city’s telecom
services and in alignment with the future
legislation of a new telecom bill.

The CTM executives told yesterday’s
press conference that with the aim of
supporting the government in reforming

Trump to Australian ambassador: ‘I don't like you either’
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Continued Dedication to Serving Macau Unfolding “Al Macau” New Chapter

2025.10.20

CTM Corporate Communications Director Eliza Chan (from left to right), Information Technology Vice President (VP) Komix Hui, Network Services VP Thomas Ng,
Commercial VP Ebel Cham, Finance VP Terri Kuan, and Customer Service VP Thomas Lau address yesterday’s press conference at Sofitel Macau at Ponte 16,

which also announced the company’s development initiatives for big data models and artificial intelligence (Al) projects.

the city’s telecom industry so as to create a
better business environment and enhancing
residents’ sense of satisfaction, CTM will roll
out a one-off fee reduction scheme next year,
covering all categories of customers, namely
SMEs, large enterprises, government entities,
and individual customers.

The CTM executives underlined that the
scheme has been green-lighted by the Post
and Telecommunications Bureau (CTT).

Customers who had applied to use CTM’s
services on or before September 30 this year
will be entitled to the fee reductions.

Yesterday marked the 44" anniversary of
the establishment of the telecom operator,
which was founded on October 20, 1981.

All eligible customers will be given their
respective fee reductions and discounts on
their bills automatically without having to
make an application.

- Photo: Tony Wong

According to the scheme presented during
yesterday’s press conference, SME users will
receive a 20-percent discount on monthly
subscription fees for their broadband internet
services for January, April, July, and October
next year.

The scheme will also include a permanent
reduction in the monthly subscription fees for
commercial fixed telephony services for SMEs.

Continued on p.5

London police to stop probing

WASHINGTON, DC - US
President Donald Trump yesterday
expressed disdain towards Australia’s
ambassador, former prime minister
Kevin Rudd, as the two sat face-to-
face across the cabinet table in the
White House.

Trump and his top aides were
meeting with Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese in an
otherwise friendly meeting that
confirmed a deal on submarines.

Asked by a reporter how he felt
about Rudd’s previous criticism of
the US president, Trump said “maybe
he’ll like to apologize.”

Turning to Albanese at his side,

Trump said, “Where is he? Is he still
working for you?”

Albanese smiled awkwardly
before gesturing to Rudd, who was
sitting directly in front of them.

Rudd began to explain, “That
was before I took this position, Mr.
President.”

Trump cut him off, saying, “I
don’t like you either. I don’t. And I
probably never will.”

Officials from the two allies
laughed before another reporter
quickly asked a new question.

Rudd, a former prime minister
from Albanese’s Labor Party, was
sharply critical of Trump in social

media postings while Trump was out
of office.

Rudd called Trump, whose
supporters rioted at the US Capitol
after his 2020 election defeat, the
“most destructive president in
history” and a “traitor to the West”
who “drags America and democracy
through the mud.”

Rudd deleted the comments after
Trump won back the White House.

Rudd, a Mandarin-speaking former
career diplomat, had been tapped
as ambassador during Joe Biden’s
presidency, with Australia hoping his
expertise on China would gain him
influence in Washington. — AFP

‘non-crime hate incidents’

LONDON - London police said yesteday they would stop
investigating ‘“non-crime hate incidents” after they were criticised for
arresting a comedy writer over anti-transgender social media posts.

London’s police commissioner Mark Rowley called for
greater clarity on handling offensive social media posts after
Graham Linehan — writer of “Father Ted” and the “IT Crowd” —
was detained in September over three posts on X.

At the time, the UK’s policing watchdog recommended
authorities stop recording and investigating hate incidents that
were not criminal offences.

London’s Metropolitan police said in a statement that Rowley
“has been clear he doesn’t believe officers should be policing
toxic culture war debates, with current laws and rules on inciting
violence online leaving them in an impossible position”.

“As a result, the Met will no longer investigate non-crime
hate incidents,” the Met spokesperson said. —AFP

Macau’s most popular English-language newspaper — Your trustworthy source of news & views (f)The Macau Post Daily

China’s economy shows stable growth
trend with positive factors accumulating

China’s economy demonstrated stable growth, with GDP
expanding 5.2 percent year on year in the first three quarters
of 2025, as positive factors accumulated despite global
—Storyon p. 7

headwinds, official data showed yesterday.
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Louvre stays closed as France

hunts jewel thieves

The Louvre was closed for a second day yesterday as
police hunted for thieves who broke in and stole priceless

royal jewels in a spectacular daylight robbery.

— Story on p. 11

Bolivia elects centre-right president,
ending 2 decades of socialism

Bolivians on Sunday elected a pro-business centre-right
senator as their new president, ending two decades of socialist
rule that left the South American nation deep in economic
crisis. — Story on p. 12
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3 major fairs to open tomorrow
at Cotai Expo

Khalel Vallo

The 2™  China-Portuguese-
speaking Countries (PSCs) Economic
and Trade Expo (2* C-PLPEX),
the 30" Macao International Trade
& Investment Fair (30" MIF),
and the Macao Franchise Expo
2025 (2025MFE) will be held
concurrently from tomorrow through
Saturday at The Venetian Macao’s
Cotai Expo, bringing together over
1,100 exhibitors from nearly 30
countries and regions to promote
business exchange and investment
opportunities.

At a press conference at Cotai
Expo yesterday, it was announced
that the opening ceremony will
feature the signing of major
strategic agreements to accelerate
development in the big health and
technology sectors.

More than 80 exchange and
cooperation activities are scheduled,
including themed business matching
sessions,  promotion  seminars,
and “field visits” in Macau and
Hengqin, aiming to highlight the
former’s growing role as a hub for
international trade, according to the
press conference.

In his remarks, Commerce and
Investment Promotion Institute
(IPIM) President Che Weng Keong
said that the concurrent exhibitions

aim to exemplify the “Industry +
MICE” model to “reinforce the
role of exhibitions in attracting
investment and facilitating
collaboration between domestic and
international traders.”

He added that “renowned
companies such as AstraZeneca,
Gobi  Admiralty Limited, and
WI Harper Group are set to sign
strategic agreements” at the opening
ceremony.

Che further highlighted the 30®
anniversary of MIF, noting that
it “continues to deliver amplified
business impact” and remains
“an annual highlight on Macau’s
commercial and trade calendar.”
He also emphasised Macau’s role
as a bridge between China and
PSCs, pointing out that “this year’s
C-PLPEX has invited 320 PSC
exhibitors, marking a 23 percent
increase compared to the inaugural
edition.”

With dedicated zones showcasing
new energy, robotics, the blue
economy*, and big health brands,
as well as with Guangzhou featured
as this year’s partner city, the three
exhibitions are poised to foster Greater
Bay Area (GBA) collaboration, attract
investment, and enhance Macau’s
standing as a platform for global
business connectivity, according to a

Police arrest underage
student for upskirting

Ada Lei

The Public Security Police
(PSP) apprehended an underage
male student on Thursday for
upskirting, PSP spokesman Wong
Chi Weng said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

Wong identified the suspect as a
local student surnamed Tang.

According to Wong, the police
received a report on Thursday from
a woman in her thirties, who said
that while using the escalator on
the footbridge near Avenida do Dr.
Rodrigo Rodrigues (4 #EIEIH K
F5#%), she felt her skirt being lifted
up by someone. When she turned
around, she discovered Tang using a
smartphone to take upskirt shots. She
immediately called police for help.

Upon arrival, the police arrested
Tang at the scene and found three
photos and one video of the victim
on his phone, as well as 64 photos
and 49 videos depicting upskirt

photos of other women captured in
late September. Under questioning,
Tang admitted to upskirting since
late September, citing adolescent
curiosity and attraction to females
as his motivations.

Tang has been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP), fac-
ing a charge of invasion of privacy. B
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Public Security Police (PSP) spokesman
Wong Chi Weng looks on during
yesterday’s regular press conference.

- Photo: Ada Lei
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Macau Weather

TEMPERATURE FALLING.
CLOUDY.

PERIODS OF RAIN.

FORCE 6 TO 7 NORTHERLY
WINDS WITH GUSTS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL

RANGE BETWEEN !

65% AND 95%.
924
444

18°C~22°C
Source: SMG

Macau Commerce and Investment
Promotion Institute (IPIM) President

Che Weng Keong addresses a press
conference about the three major
exhibitions - the 2" China-Portuguese-
speaking Countries Economic and Trade
Expo (Macao) (2nd C-PLPEX), the 30"
Macao International Trade & Investment
Fair (30" MIF), and the Macao Franchise
Expo 2025 (2025MFE) - to open
tomorrow at The Venetian Macao Cotai
Expo. - Photo: Khalel Vallo

statement from IPIM yesterday. B

*The blue economy is the
sustainable use of ocean resources
for economic growth, improved
livelihoods, —and  jobs,  while
preserving the health of the ocean
ecosystem. — DeepSeek
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2 uni students lose HK$2.38
million in‘fake police’ scams

Ada Lei

Two female university students
from the mainland have both fallen
victim to “fake police” scams,
losing a total of HK$2.38 million
(2.45 million patacas), Judiciary
Police (PJ) spokesman Chong
Kam Leong said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

According to Chong, the police
received a report on Friday from
a mainland student studying in
Macau who had received a call
in March from someone who
claimed that her mainland mobile
number was involved in multiple
fraud cases and requested her
cooperation in the investigation.

Following the caller’s
instructions, the victim downloaded
a video conferencing software to
engage in “remote case handling”
with a “mainland law enforcement
officer” who demanded payment for
a“fundreview” and a “bail deposit.”
Between March and September,
the student transferred about two
million yuan (2.25 million patacas)
to several designated accounts. In
mid-September, after losing contact
with the fraudster and returning
to the Chinese mainland to make
enquiries, she finally realised she
had been deceived and reported a
total loss of two million yuan to the
police on Friday.

Chong added that during an
anti-fraud seminar conducted by PJ
criminal investigators at a university
campus on Wednesday, another
mainland student studying in Macau
reported that she had received a call
in August from someone posing
as a “mainland law enforcement
officer.” The caller accused her of
being involved in money laundering
activities and demanded a “bail
payment” of one million yuan. Due to
limited funds, the victim transferred
HK$382,700 to a designated Hong
Kong bank account instead. After
attending the anti-fraud seminar,
she finally realised she had been
scammed and reported a total loss of
HK$382,700 to the police. m
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Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman
Chong Kam Leong looks on during
yesterday’s regular press conference.

- Photo: Ada Lei

Gongbei Customs seizes 502,000 yuan

from HK driver

This undated hanout photo provided by Zhuhai’s Gongbei
Customs yesterday shows 502,000 yuan seized by its officers
at the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB) last Monday.

Armindo Neves

Zhuhai’s Gongbei Customs
announced in a  statement
yesterday that its officers seized
502,000 yuan (564,600 patacas)
from a Hong Kong driver.

According to the statement,
last Monday, customs officers at
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge (HZMB) Zhuhai Port
(checkpoint) noticed anomalies
during the X-ray scan of a single
plate vehicle from Hong Kong.

A follow-up inspection revealed
502,000 yuan in cash was hidden in
the bag on the back passenger seat
inside a backpack, exceeding the
official maximum amount of cash
that a traveller is permitted to carry
when entering the mainland.

Gongbei Customs reminded
the public that a large amount of
cash is a restricted entry and exit
item. Passengers entering and
exiting the mainland are required
to follow official regulations

and take the initiative to declare
the amount of cash exceeding
20,000 yuan or its equivalent in
non-mainland currency they are
carrying. Any traveller violating
the regulations faces a fine.

Macau Customs seizes 13
boxes of medicines made
of endangered species,
10,080 undeclared pills

Meanwhile, Macau Customs
Service announced in a statement
on Sunday that its officers seized
13 boxes of medicines made of
endangered species, as well as
10,080 undeclared pills.

On October 11, customs officers
at the Barrier Gate checkpoint
noticed a female mainlander who
appeared nervous. A follow-up
inspection revealed that she had
concealed 13 boxes of medicines
made of endangered species
weighing 13 grams hidden in her
personal belongings to smuggle

This undated handout photo provided by Macau Customs
Service on Sunday shows 13 boxes of medicines made of
endangered species, seized by its officers on October 11.

them into the Chinese mainland.

Last Thursday, in a separate
case, customs officers at the local
checkpoint of the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB)
receivedanalert from the crossborder
risk management system, flagging
a suspicious vehicle. A follow-up
inspection revealed that the driver
was attempting to smuggle 10,080
undeclared pills into the city.

According to Macau’s External
Trade Law, both smugglers face
a maximum fine 100,000 patacas
each, while the seized contraband
has been confiscated. Additionally,
the female smuggler faces suspected
prosecution for violation of the
Law on the Implementation of the
Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES). The CITES-
related goods have been transferred
to the Pharmaceutical Supervision
and Administration Bureau (ISAF)
for follow-up action. m
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Cleanup drive aims to optimise Chi Lam Vai

Armindo Neves

A one-day cleanup campaign
at the traditional Patio do Espinho
community, funded by the Municipal
Affairs Bureau (IAM) and organised
by the Chi Lam Vai Concern Group,
took place yesterday, Ip Tat, the
convener of the group and president
of the Na Tcha Temple Association,
told the Post and Macao Daily
News during the cleanup yesterday,
stressing that the initiative aimed to
optimise community spaces.

Patio do Espinho (FHK[E —
Chi Lam Vai — in Cantonese), is a
400-year-old, formerly walled village
that lies just a street away from the
UNESCO World Heritage-protected
Na Tcha Temple, one of Macau’s
two temples dedicated to the divinity
known in Putonghua as Nezha. It is
also close to the UNESCO World
Heritage-listed Ruins of St Paul’s.

According to Ip, the cleanup drive
included removing old trees at risk
of collapse and trimming branches
that could affect surrounding lanes.
It also aligned with government

policies on preventing the infectious
dengue fever and Chikungunya
disease by clearing areas prone to
mosquito breeding, Ip said.

Ip noted that half of the funding
was allocated to hiring professional
cleaning services, while the other
half was earmarked for community
greening projects. He emphasised
that  besides the contracted
cleaners, residents also voluntarily
participated in the cleanup effort.

Ip also said that the second phase
of a one-month cleanup project for
an ancient well in the village will
commence on November 3 or 4.
He explained that the well requires
restoration because 40 years ago,
workers from a nearby construction
site illegally dumped construction
waste into it. Ip pointed out that
during the first phase of cleanup,
nearly over eight feet (2.44 metres) of
discarded materials were removed. Ip
said he hoped that the well one day
will be restored to its original state.

When asked about the recent
market held in the square in front

‘Macau Races On’ wins
Best Event Film at Int’l

Motor Film Awards 2025

This handout photo provided by the Macau Government Tourism Office (WGTO)
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yesterday shows “Macau Races On” director Sérgio Basto Pérez holding
his film’s trophy and certificate at the International Motor Film Awards 2025

ceremony in London on October 2.

Khalel Vallo

The Macau Government Tour-
ism Office (MGTO) held a session
yesterday at the Macau Grand Prix
Museum (MGPM) to celebrate its
film “Macau Races On” winning the
Best Event Film award at the Inter-
national Motor Film Awards 2025
in London on October 2, widely
regarded as the “Oscars of the
motoring world,” according to a
statement from MGTO yesterday.

During the yesterday after-
noon’s session, MGTO Director
Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes,
together with Deputy Directors
Cheng Wai Tong and Jennifer Si
Tou, attended the screening and
the formal handover of the trophy
to the museum for permanent dis-
play, the statement said.

Meanwhile, the statement
added that film director Sérgio
Basto Pérez and co-director Ho
Man U gave insights into the film
production’s  creative  process

and reflected on the international
recognition the film received.

Produced by MGTO and
premiered ahead of the 71% Macau
Grand Prix last year, the eight-
minute film captures over seven
decades of racing heritage, offering
a cinematic portrayal of the city’s
“tourism + events + sports”
dynamic, the statement noted,
adding that it also recently won the
top prize in the “Spot & Adv Project
— Fast Sport Stories” category at the
43 Sport Movies & TV — Milano
International FICTS Festival.

“Macau Races On” continues
to be screened exclusively at the
MGPM Screening Room, alongside
“The Legend of the Macau Grand
Prix” (2021) and “70 Legendary
Years of Macau Grand Prix”
(2023), allowing museumgoers to
experience the spirit and legacy
of the world-famous race through
immersive visuals and sound, the
statement said. m

of Na Tcha Temple next to the
Ruins of St. Paul’s, Ip said that the
market has helped attract visitors to
Chi Lam Vai, allowing tourists to
explore the area and learn about its
history and stories. The market will
conclude on October 25.

According to “Anecdotes of
Macao” by Wang Wenda, and
“Cadastro das Vias Publicas de Macau”
(“Macau Public Road Registry”),
the name of “ZXMk (“Chi Lam” in
Cantonese) has two meanings. The
one from Wang’s book is said to derive
from the Japanese living in the village
when settlers in Chi Lam Vai cleared
land to cultivate potatoes (F5#5%)
as a food source, as the vast potato
fields resembled a dense forest, thus
giving the area its name. According to
the registry, “Z#K” also means there
were a lot of thatched cottages located
in the village. “Patio do Espinho”, the
Portuguese name of the village, means
“Courtyard of the Thorn”.

Chi Lam Vai includes a café
dedicated to the Taoist Na Tcha
belief. m

Macau General Union of Neighbourhood Associations (Kai Fong) Honorary President

Leong Heng Teng (left), Chi Lam Vai Concern Group Convener-cum- Na Tcha Temple
Association President Ip Tat (third from left), Chi Lam Vai villagers and a cleaning
services company worker (third from right) pose during yesterday’s cleanup drive at

Chi Lam Village.

- Photo: Armindo Neves

CEM Rummikub Competition draws
participants aged 6 to 97

Rui Pastorin

The fourth edition of the CEM
Rummikub* Competition was held
on Saturday at the Macau Fisherman’s
Wharf Convention and Exhibition
Centre, with its Open Group seeing
a wide range of competitors aged
between six and 97 years.

According to a statement on
Saturday, the contest, held by the
power utility in conjunction with the
Macau Federation of Trade Unions
(Gung Luen) and General Volunteers
Association of Macao, aimed to
“promote social inclusion, enhance
public awareness and understanding
of the hearing-impaired community,
and raise funds for the Macau Deaf
Association [MDA]”.

Close to a thousand participants
enrolled. The statement said that
the “School Group” received
enrolments from 37 schools, with 40
teams chosen through a lucky draw.
Participation in the Open Group
surpassed 700 enrolments, exceeding
expectations, the statement said, with
160 participants randomly selected
via computer draw. In all, there were
320 intergenerational competitors.

This year’s competition also saw
participants stand a chance to vie for
two new awards: the “Fourth Place”
and “Most Games Won Award”.

The School Group was won by
Pooi To Middle School’s Choi Ka
Lai, garnering the champion’s prize
of 2,000 patacas, as well as another
1,000 patacas for winning the “Most
Games Won Award”.

Students Kwok Weng In from
Santa Rosa de Lima English
Secondary School, Mar King
Hang from Saint John de Brito
School (English section), and Kao
Yip Middle School’s Li U Hin
respectively won 1st runner-up,
2" runner-up and Fourth Place,
garnering cash prizes between 1,500
patacas and 800 patacas.

The Open Group, meanwhile,
was won by Lao Wai In, receiving
3,000 patacas. Cheong Weng I,
Yuen UT I and Cheong Kuong Tat
respectively took home 1% runner-
up, 2™ runner-up and Fourth Place,
each receiving cash prizes between
2,000 patacas and 1,000 patacas.

Yuen UT I also won the “Most
Games Won Award” in the Open
Group, garnering 1,500 patacas.

The statement added that Merit
Awards were also given out in both
categories. All award categories fea-
tured trophies along with cash prizes.

During the award ceremony, CEM
Regulatory Affairs and Corporate
Communications ~ Office  Senior
Manager Jaclyn Tun (Ft/bE7) said
that the Open Group saw the widest
age range of participants ever in terms
of age span, between 6 and 97 years,

and that the participation of the eight
hearing-impaired participants from
MDA “exemplified the promotion of
inclusion”.

MDA Chairman Wong Kam Sun
said that the event brought people
together regardless of background
and differences, fostering closer
interactions and establishing an
inclusive bridge for connectivity.

Moreover, aside from the
competition, an on-site charity sale
area was set up, with all proceeds
going to MDA. B

* Rumicub is a popular tile-
based game for 2-4 players that
combines elements of Rummy (card
game) and Mahjong. The objective
is to be the first player to get rid of
all your tiles by forming them into
sets of “groups” and “runs’ on the
table. — DeepSeek
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These photos provided by power utility CEM show winners in both the School Group
and Open Group.
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23 shutterbugs continue
to preseit worksun
‘Halftone Exhibition ‘25’

Rui Pastorin

The “Halftone Exhibition ‘25 continues to display photos of various genres, with
exhibitiongoers able to view them at the Rui Cunha Foundation (FRC) gallery until
Saturday.

Presenting their works, which are both in colour and black and white, are 23 members
of the Halftone— Macau Photographic Association, from Macau and elsewhere in
China, as well as Portugal.

The 23 photos displayed range from those shot in a studio to those taken while out
on busy streets and quiet scenes in places of worship. Each of the photographers present
works of various genres and styles, as well as their approaches to creating images.

“Their work illustrates the vitality of photographic practice within these diverse
regions”, according to a statement from Macau-based Halftone, which also celebrates
its fourth anniversary through the exhibition.

One of the joint exhibition’s aims is to emphasise the diversity that photography
allows and confirm its pivotal role in modern artistic and visual practices, particularly
in Macau, the statement noted.

The works can be viewed at the free admission gallery, located at 749 Avenida da
Praia Grande (['IF¥ KJG) from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2:30 to 7 p.m. until
Friday, and from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on its final
day on Saturday. One can learn more about the
association by visiting their website on www.
halftone.photo, along with their Facebook and
Instagram pages.

This article is a continuation of a piece
in the Post titled “Clickers present works at
‘Halftone Exhibition ‘25’ in Macau”, which
was published on October 16

Photos: Rui Pastorin
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‘Relatively low’ probability
of T8 today: SMG

Armindo Neves

The Meteorological and Geo-
physical Bureau (SMG) announced
on its official website early this
morning there was a “relatively low”
probability that it would need to hoist
Typhoon Signal No.8 (T8) today.

The local observatory hoisted
the Strong Wind Signal No.3 (T3)
at 7 p.m. yesterday.

In a statement on its website,
the observatory also said that
Tropical Cyclone “Fengshen” has
intensified into a severe tropical
storm and entered an area within
500 kilometres of Macau.

Due to the combined effects of a
northeast monsoon and “Fengshen”,
the bureau said last night, winds in
Macau were expected to strengthen
further, based on the forecast track
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yesterday. Besides, according to
the observatory, “Fengshen” was
expected to further intensify into
a typhoon this morning and pass
around 400 kilometres south of
Macau. Its impact on Macau was
expected to further increase and
winds on Macau’s bridges may
temporarily reach Force 8, resulting
in the “relatively low” probability
of hoisting Typhoon Signal No.8,
the weather station said.

Meanwhile, the observatory
also said on its website that due to
the prevailing northeastern winds,
storm surge impacts were expected
to be minor, forecasting that minor
flooding was expected in low-lying
areas the Inner Harbour at high
tide between late last night and this
evening. W
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CTM to launch one-off fee
reduction next year

Continued from p.1

Currently, the monthly
subscription fee for venues such as
clinics, office units and industrial
units is 143 patacas, while the
monthly subscription fee for venues
such as bars, restaurants and inns
is 200 patacas. Effectively from
January next year, according to
the press conference, the monthly
subscription fee for commercial
fixed telephony services for all
types of SME businesses will be
lowered to 140 patacas.

According to the scheme, SME
businesses that subscribe both
the fixed telephony services and
broadband internet services will
only have to pay 112 patacas per
month for their fixed telephony
services, representing a discount of
up to 44 percent compared to their
current monthly fee.

Large enterprises and
government  entities, according
to the press conference, will also
receive a 20-percent discount on
monthly subscription fees for their
broadband internet services, but only
for two months, namely January and
July next year, unlike their SME

counterparts which will be given the
discount for four months.

In addition, large enterprises and
government entities will receive a
10-percent discount on monthly
subscription fees for Direct Internet
Access (DIA) services as well as
monthly subscription fees for local
private leased circuit (PLC) and
international private leased circuit
(IPLC) services, also for January and
July next year.

According to the press conference,
individual customers using residential
broadband internet services will
receive a 10-percent discount on their
monthly subscription fees for January,
April, July, and October next year.

Moreover, the scheme
announced yesterday will also
include a permanent reduction in
the fee of additional mobile data
usage for smartphone users — after
using up all available mobile data in
their respective monthly plans for
mobile telecom services.

Effectively from January next
year, the fee will to lowered from
the current 13 patacas per GB to
8 patacas per GB, representing a
reduction of 38.5 percent. B

Sam stresses Macau’s judicial
independence conferred

Tony Wong

The opening ceremony of
the two-day 13" Conference of
the Forum of Presidents of the
Supreme Courts of Portuguese-
speaking Countries and Territories
was held in Macau yesterday,
where Chief Executive Sam Hou
Fai said in a speech that thanks
to the firm guarantee of judicial
independence under the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle,
the Macau Special Administrative
Region (MSAR) has transitioned
from a new member of the Forum
to an active participant and
promoter.

The opening ceremony was
held at the Services Platform
Complex for Commercial and
Trade Cooperation between China
and Portuguese-speaking Countries
(aka Forum Macao Complex).

According to a statement by
the Macau Final Court of Appeal
(TUI), the organiser of the two-
day conference, Sam said in his
speech that Macau’s independent
judicial power and power of final
adjudication conferred by the
MSAR Basic Law enables Macau

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai addresses yesterday’s opening ceremony of the two-
day 13" Conference of the Forum of Presidents of the Supreme Courts of Portuguese-

speaking Countries and Territories, at the Forum Macao Complex.

to consolidate the rule of law
within the legal framework.

Sam said that with the unique
advantages of its  Chinese-
Portuguese bilingualism, Macau
has naturally become a bridge
connecting China and the
Portuguese-speaking world.

According to  yesterday’s
statement,  delegations  from
the supreme courts of seven

- Photo: TUI

Portuguese-speaking  countries,
namely Angola, Cabo Verde,
Equatorial Guinea, Mozambique,
Portugal, Sao  Tomé  and
Principe, and Timor-Leste, led
by their presidents or respective
representatives are attending the
two-day conference.

Brazil is participating by video
link in the two-day conference.
Guinea-Bissau is absent. ®

TODA Macau, USJ honour 39 Tourism
Diploma Programme graduates

Rui Pastorin
The International Tourism
Professionals Development

Association Macao (TODA Macau)
and the private University of Saint
Joseph (USJ) held a graduation
ceremony on Friday for the first
batch of 39 graduates completing
the Diploma in Sustainable
Tourism Practices Programme.

The  graduates comprised
23 from Macau and 16 from
Mozambique, Cabo Verde, and
Sdo Tomé and Principe.

A joint statement on Friday said
that the programme was conducted
online and on-site in Macau.
From March to June, participants
completed six modules about

sustainable tourism practices in

relation to the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
(UNSDGs), tourism law, marketing
strategies,  air  transportation,
culinary tourism, and heritage
management, the statement said.
USJ Professor Jenny Philips
was quoted by the statement as
highlighting “the need to bridge
academic insight with practical
training in sustainable tourism.”

TODA  Macau  Chairman
Jos¢é Luis de Sales Marques
emphasised the programme’s

impact by allowing the exchange
of experiences, namely Macau’s
successful achievement in linking
sustainable  development  with
tourism development.

TODA  Macau President
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Florence lan (T 324H) was quoted
as saying that “TODA remains
dedicated to international tourism
talent development, promoting
knowledge exchange and
sustainable development across
regions.”

Friday’s graduation event was
attended by diplomats, industry
leaders, and educators, the
statement noted.

The second edition of the
joint diploma is slated to be
launched early next year, while the
“Exploring Macao’s Sustainable
Cultural Tourism — Through
the Eyes of University Student
Buddies” short video contest is
also in the works, according to the
statement. B

This photo taken and provided on Friday by the International Tourism Professionals Development Association Macao (TODA
Macau) and the University of Saint Joseph (USJ) shows guests and representatives posing with graduates.
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CPC to set the tone
for new five-year plan
crucial for advancing
modernization

Commentary

BEIJING — The fourth plenary
session of the 20" Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central Committee
is poised to shape the direction of the
15" Five-Year Plan that will steer the
world’s second-largest economy from
2026 to 2030, a defining phase on
China’s path toward basically achieving
socialist modernization by 2035.

The plenary session, which started
in Beijing yesterday, will review
the CPC Central Committee’s draft
proposals for formulating the 15" Five-
Year Plan for national economic and
social development.

As an overarching blueprint to
guide national development, five-year
plans outline the country’s targets,
strategies, priorities and  policy
orientations in various fields. Starting
in 1953, consecutive five-year plans
have contributed to China’s miracles of
rapid economic growth and long-term
social stability, becoming an important
governance approach.

Over the past five years, China’s
economy has made remarkable
progress in high-quality development,
driven by innovation and growing
domestic demand. This achievement
comes despite mounting challenges,
including the global COVID-19
pandemic and an increasingly complex
external environment.

From 2021 to 2024, China
maintained an average annual growth
rate of 5.5 percent. The estimated
increment of the Chinese economy
during the 14" Five-Year Plan period
(2021-2025) is set to surpass 35 trillion
yuan, which is more than the annual
GDP of a major Western economy.
China’s per capita GDP hit US$13,445
last year, placing the country among
the top tier of upper-middle-income
countries.

Having eradicated absolute poverty
and built a moderately prosperous
society in all respects, China aims to
basically realize socialist modernization
by 2035 and build itself into a great
modern socialist country in all respects
by the middle of this century. As the 14
Five-Year Plan period is concluding on
a high note, the 15" Five-Year Plan
period marks a crucial phase for the
country to consolidate its foundation
and make all-out efforts to accomplish
its 2035 target and beyond.

Over the next five years, China will
place greater strategic emphasis on
fostering new quality productive forces
to drive economic growth. This goal
will be supported by comprehensive
top-level planning along with stronger
institutional and policy measures. The
country aims to intensify scientific and
technological innovation and achieve
breakthroughs in core technologies
in critical areas. At the same time,
parallel efforts will focus on upgrading
traditional industries, nurturing
emerging sectors, and laying the
groundwork for future industries.

Fueled by massive investment,
a strong talent pool and supportive

policies, China continues to make
steady strides in innovation. In recent
years, the country has developed
high-performance chips, advanced
operating systems, and large artificial
intelligence (AI) models. It has also
achieved remarkable progress in areas
such as quantum technology, manned
spaceflight, and deep space exploration.

The country’s “Al Plus” initiative
is empowering scientific research
and industries, and creating new
consumption  scenarios. High-tech
industries and a deeper integration
of sci-tech and industrial innovation
will play a bigger role in fostering
new growth drivers for the Chinese
economy in the years to come.

As China accelerates the forging
of a new development paradigm,
domestic demand will be further
expanded to become the main engine
and anchor of economic growth.
This year, the central government
has prioritized vigorously boosting
consumption, increasing investment
returns, and stimulating domestic
demand across the board.

Consumption potentials in sectors
such as the ice and snow economy, the
silver economy, and the low-altitude
economy as well as in rural areas are to
be unlocked. The country is expected to
lay out effective measures to promote
coordinated regional development,
advance comprehensive rural
revitalization and integrated urban-
rural development, and accelerate the
modernization of agriculture and rural
areas over the next five years.

At the same time, as a global
leader in green technology, China will
press ahead with its domestic green
transition while contributing to global
climate action through its cost-effective
products and tech expertise.

From 2026 to 2030, China will
continue to advance comprehensive
reforms and pursue high-standard
opening up. More than 300 reform
measures rolled out at the third plenum
of the CPC Central Committee last year
are set to be completed during the 15%
Five-Year Plan period.

Five-year plans are a distinctive
strength of socialism with Chinese

characteristics, representing a key
element of China’s governance
success. Unlike policy fluctuations

often seen in some Western countries,
consistent plans reflect the CPC’s and
the Chinese people’s unwavering focus
on long-term goals, their commitment
to practical, results-oriented action, and
their determination to keep advancing
until those goals are achieved.

With the 15" Five-Year Plan set
for implementation next year, Chinese
modernization under the strong
leadership of the CPC is poised to break
new ground on all fronts. Through
the united efforts of the entire nation
and deeper international cooperation,
China is expected to move steadily
closer to its established goals, even as it
navigates the challenges that lie ahead.

— Xinhua

China capable of adapting to
uncertainties for long-term
development: German business leader

Interview

BERLIN — During the 14" Five-Year Plan
(2021-2025) period, China has demonstrated its
ability to turn external shocks into opportunities
for long-term upgrading, said a German trade
group leader in a recent interview with Xinhua.

Michael Schumann, chairman of the
Board of the German Federal Association for
Economic Development and Foreign Trade,
noted that despite global uncertainties, China
has continued to innovate, digitalize and pursue
green transformation while maintaining social
stability.

“Few countries manage such a balance. I would
describe these five years as a period of resilient
transformation, where challenges became catalysts
for modernization,” he said. “China’s planning
has a different quality, as implementation tends to
be more consistent, and the people involved are
highly trained for execution.”

“China [has] advanced innovation, expanded
digital infrastructure, accelerated the green
transition and further improved people’s well-
being. That combination of structural reform and
social stability is truly impressive,” he added.

He  highlighted China’s  development
philosophy, which centers on innovation,
coordination, green growth and openness. “It
reminds us that GDP figures alone are no longer
sufficient; development must be measured by
sustainability, inclusiveness and resilience,”
Schumann said.

Building on this vision, he noted, the concept
of “new quality productive forces” marks a
significant shift in China’s development model. “It
shows that future growth depends less on low-cost
labor and more on advanced technologies, green
energy, digital platforms and human capital,” he
said. “For China, this means unlocking new drivers
of modernization. For the world, it reshapes the
engines of global growth toward sustainability and
shared prosperity.”

Schumann said he has already visited China
three times this year, witnessing the dynamism of
the Chinese economy firsthand. During one of his
visits to an electric vehicle factory in Beijing, he
was deeply impressed by the high-level automation

and efficiency, which he said reflected the strong
momentum of China’s industrial innovation.

Such progress, he added, is also reshaping
global supply chains and business strategies. Many
German firms are expanding in China to tap its
market and stay connected to global manufacturing
networks.

The country’s dynamic innovation environment
acts as a “fitness room” for foreign enterprises
seeking to stay competitive, Schumann said.

Amid rising protectionism and challenges
to global supply chains, China’s continued
institutional opening-up sends a strong signal of
stability, he added.

“At a time when many economies are turning
inward, China is doing the opposite and continues
to open up,” he said, citing the steady growth of
the China-Europe Railway Express as a concrete
example of how connectivity can translate into
shared growth.

“The China-Europe Railway is not just about
trade; it is about building trust, stability and
development. Duisburg, for example, once an
industrial city, is now transformed by logistics hubs
and new businesses linked to the rail connection.
The railway has truly created a ripple effect,
boosting the local economy and providing tangible
benefits to German communities,” Schumann
added.

Looking ahead, Schumann said that China’s
Five-Year Plan mechanism remains one of its
major institutional strengths, combining long-term
vision with operational excellence and ensuring
coherence across ministries, regions and industries,
which is difficult to achieve elsewhere.

As China prepares its 15" Five-Year Plan,
Schumann expects the new framework to focus
on green growth, digital transformation and the
development of new quality productive forces. He
also expressed hope that China will continue to
deepen international cooperation in areas such as
climate technology, sustainable finance and reform
of global governance.

“I expect to see a China that is even greener,
more innovative, and more connected to the world
— a China that continues to foster stability and
shared prosperity,” Schumann said. — Xinhua

A technician works on chip-processing equipment at a semiconductor manufacturing plant in Sugqian, Jiangsu
Province, yesterday.

- AFP
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China sees steady growth
in people’s incomes in first
three quarters

BEIJING — China’s per capita
disposable income posted steady
growth in the first three quarters of
2025, supported by overall economic
stability and a stable job market,
official data showed yesterday.

The Chinese mainland’s per
capita disposable income stood
at 32,509 yuan (US$4,580) in
the first nine months of this year,
up 5.1 percent year on year in
nominal terms, while representing
an increase of 5.2 percent after
deducting price factors, according
to the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS).

Median per capita disposable
income nationwide was 27,149
yuan during the period, an increase
of 4.5 percent year on year.

Incomes of rural residents
increased 5.7 percent year on year
in nominal terms, maintaining a
faster growth rate than that of urban

residents, which rose 4.4 percent
over the same period, said Zhang
Yi, an official with the NBS.

Meanwhile, China’s per capita
consumption expenditure came
in at 21,575 yuan, up 4.6 percent
year on year in nominal terms and
increasing by 4.7 percent after
deduction of price factors.

Consumer spending on services
maintained solid growth, accounting
for 46.8 percent of total consumption
expenditure, the data showed.

In the next phase, China will
step up efforts to maintain stability
in the job market, promote steady
growth in people’s incomes, and
strengthen residents’ capacity and
willingness to consume, Zhang said.

Yesterday’s data also showed
that China’s gross domestic
product grew 5.2 percent year on
year in the first three quarters of
this year. — Xinhua

China’s job market generally
stable in first three quarters

BEIJING — China’s job market
remained generally stable in the
first three quarters of this year, with
the surveyed urban unemployment
rate standing at 5.2 percent in
September, down 0.1 percentage
points from August, official data
showed yesterday.

In the first three quarters of

this year, the surveyed urban
unemployment rate was 5.2 percent
on average, according to the
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

Employment among key
groups remained generally stable,
while some service sectors, such
as transportation, accommodation
and catering, and culture and sports
entertainment, saw improvement

in employment in the third quarter,
boosted by  pro-employment
policies and strong summer
tourism, said Wang Pingping, an
official with the NBS.

Amid mounting  external
uncertainties and  instabilities,
structural challenges in
employment have been relatively
pronounced, Wang said, adding that
China will step up pro-employment
policies to help maintain stability
in the job market.

The central authorities have
set a target for a surveyed urban
unemployment rate of around 5.5
percent in 2025 and aim to create
over 12 million new urban jobs
within the year. — Xinhua

Maintaining so-called
‘diplomatic ties’ with
Taiwan authorities will lead
nowhere: FM spokesperson

BEIJING — A foreign ministry
spokesperson  yesterday  said
maintaining so-called “diplomatic
ties” with Taiwan authorities
will lead nowhere, urging the
governments of the very few
countries to make the right
political decision at an early date.

Spokesperson  Guo  Jiakun
made the remarks at a daily news
briefing when asked to comment on
a Paraguayan official’s recent call
for “a serious and broad debate”
to explore possible diplomatic and
trade ties between Paraguay and
China, stressing that it concerns
Paraguay’s long-term interests.

Guo said the one-China
principle is a prevailing consensus
of the international community
and a basic norm in international
relations. Maintaining so-called

“diplomatic ties” with Taiwan
authorities will lead nowhere, Guo
said, adding that it will not shake
the solid and strong international
commitment to the one-China
principle, or stop the overriding
trend of the times towards China’s
reunification.

Guo noted upholding the one-
China principle is the right thing to
do and is where the arc of history
bends and public opinion trends.

“We urge the governments of
the very few individual countries,
including Paraguay, to see the true
picture, listen to the voice of the
visionaries, not to turn a blind eye to
the will of the people, and make the
right political decision at an early
date that serves the fundamental
and long-term interests of their
people,” Guo said. — Xinhua
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China’s economy shows stable
growth trend with positive factors
accumulating

BEIJING — China’s economy
demonstrated stable growth, with
GDP expanding 5.2 percent year
on year in the first three quarters of
2025, as positive factors accumulated
despite global headwinds, official
data showed yesterday.

Mainland China’s GDP reached
over 101.5 trillion yuan in the first
three quarters, the National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS) data showed.

In the third quarter, the country’s
GDP expanded 4.8 percent year on year.

The tertiary industry expanded
5.4 percent year on year in the
first three quarters, outpacing a 3.8
percent increase of the primary
industry and a 4.9 percent increase
of the second industry.

On a quarterly basis, China’s
economy expanded 1.1 percent in the
third quarter, according to the NBS.

Since the beginning of the year,
China’s economic development has
withstood pressure and achieved
hard-won, remarkable progress,
said a spokesperson with the NBS,
adding that economic operation
has maintained overall stable
performance with steady growth.

In the first nine months of this
year, China’s value-added industrial
output increased by 6.2 percent
compared to the same period last
year. In September, the output
expanded 6.5 percent year on year,
with manufacturing and mining
sectors posting rapid growth.

China’s value-added service
output rose to nearly 59.3 trillion
yuan in the first three quarters,
accounting for 58.4 percent of GDP,
0.8 percentage points higher than
that in the same period last year.

China’s retail sales of consumer
goods went up 4.5 percent year on
year to nearly 36.59 trillion yuan in
the first three quarters. In September,
the retail sales of consumer goods
rose 3 percent year on year to 4.2
trillion yuan.

Expo 2025 in Shijiazhuang, Hebei Province, on Friday.

The country’s per capita
disposable income reached 32,509
yuan during the January-September
period, marking a 5.2 percent year-
on-year increase after deducting
price factors.

The surveyed urban
unemployment rate on average in
China stood at 5.2 percent in the
first three quarters. The rate went
down 0.1 percentage point from
August to 5.2 percent in September.

China’s fixed-asset investment
dropped 0.5 percent year on year to
about 37.2 trillion yuan in the first
three quarters.

China’s GDP growth in the
third quarter moderated by 0.4
percentage points compared with
the second quarter, primarily due
to a complex external environment
and domestic structural adjustment
pressures, the NBS spokesperson
said. Despite this, the economy
maintained overall stability, with
third-quarter growth continuing to
outpace most major economies.

During the 14" Five-Year Plan
(2021-2025) period, China’s GDP
rose from 103.5 trillion yuan in

- Xinhua

2020 to 134.9 trillion yuan in 2024,

with an average annual growth rate

of 5.5 percent, significantly higher
than the global average of 3.9

percent over the same period.

Throughout this period, China
contributed approximately 30 percent
annually to global economic growth,
making it the most important driver
of world economic development and
fully demonstrating the resilience
and vitality of a major economy, the
spokesperson said.

Economist Pan Helin noted in an
interview with Xinhua that China’s
economic resilience stems from
both its vast scale and innovation-
driven high-quality development,
which effectively offset pressures
through qualitative improvements.

Pan projected that technological
innovation and R&D investment
will become primary growth drivers
in the next five years, alongside a
shift from manufacturing-focused
growth to a more balanced model
integrating  manufacturing  and
services, with the latter emerging as
an important source of growth.

— Xinhua

China expels Australian P-8A in S China Sea

BEIJING - The Southern
Theater Command of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army on Sunday
expelled an Australian P-8A military
aircraft that illegally intruded into
China’s territorial airspace over the
Xisha Qundao, a Chinese military
spokesperson said yesterday.

Li Jianjian, spokesperson for the
Air Force of the theater command,
said that the P-8A had illegally
intruded into China’s territorial

airspace over the Xisha Qundao
without the approval of the Chinese
government.

The theater command had
organized naval and air forces to
conduct tracking and surveillance,
take strong countermeasures,
and issue warnings to drive
the Australian aircraft away in
accordance with the relevant laws
and regulations, Li said.

The spokesperson emphasized

that Australia’s actions had seriously
violated China’s sovereignty and
posed a high risk of triggering
maritime and air incidents.

“We sternly warn Australia to
immediately cease its infringements
and provocative acts,” Li stressed.
“The theater command’s troops
remain on high alert at all times and
will resolutely safeguard national
sovereignty and security, and regional
peace and stability.” — Xinhua

China says stance on trade issues with US
‘consistent, clear’

BEIJING - China maintains
consistent and clear stance on trade
issues with the United States, and
believes that no party would benefit
from the tariff war and the trade
war, foreign ministry spokesperson

Guo Jiakun said yesterday.

Guo made the comment at a
regular news briefing in response
to media reports that the US side
has listed rare earths, fentanyl and
soybeans as three major concerns

that the United States will discuss
with China.

“Both sides should resolve
related issues through negotiations
on the basis of equality, respect and
mutual benefit,” Guo said. — Xinhua




