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Armindo Neves
The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 

announced in a press conference on 
Friday the programme of its month-
long “37th Macao International Music 
Festival” (MIMF), which will be held 
from October 3 to November 8.

Among other events, it will feature 
“The Yellow River” on November 7 in 
commemoration of Macau-born com-
poser Xian Xinghai’s 120th anniversary 
of his birth. 

The press conference was held at the 
Londoner Macao in Cotai.

IC President Deland Leong Wai 
Man said in her speech that, with this 
year’s theme of “Voice Waves” (聲•海), 
the festival features 12 programmes pre-
sented by world-renowned artists and 
talents, as well as 14 activities embrac-
ing innovation, offering a musical fes-
tival that aims to transcend Eastern and 
Western civilisations.

The festival’s Chinese name 
is pronounced “Sing Hai” – Xian 

Xinghai’s Cantonese name. 
Leong pointed out that this year 

marks the 120th anniversary of the birth 
of Xian Xinghai, “the son of Macau.” 
Xian, she said, was a music maestro 
from Macau who composed the most 
passionate music of the Chinese nation 
with his works such as the “Yellow River 
Cantata,” which inspired the morale of 
the Chinese people during the War of 
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression 
and made a great contribution to China’s 
victory over the Japanese invaders. 

According to an IC statement 
released on the sidelines of Friday’s press 
conference, the bureau has scheduled two 
commemorative concerts, comprising 
the concerts “River of Legacy” by the 
Macao Chinese Orchestra on October 
18 and “The Yellow River” by the 
Macao Orchestra on November 7, both 
composed by Xian, in collaboration 
with local pianist Cheong Hoi Leong. 
The statement said that the concerts are 
not only a tribute to this great, local-

born musician but also allow the young 
generation to experience the national 
spirit and cultural confidence embedded 
in Xian’s music.

According to the statement, in 
commemoration of the 150th anniversary 
of French composer Georges Bizet’s 
passing, the festival will present his 
opera “Carmen”, a joint production by 
the Zurich Opera House and the Opéra-
Comique in Paris. The performance will 
be the festival’s opening performance in 
collaboration with the Macau Orchestra 
and the Macau Choir, the statement said. 

The statement also said that tickets 
for the music festival are on sale 
through the Enjoy Macao Ticketing 
network from September 13 – ticketing.
enjoymacao.mo

The Post published an editorial 
about Xian Xinghai on September 1, 
headlined ‘The Composer’ – honouring 
Macau’s most famous son and marking 
the nation’s WWII victory https://www.
macaupostdaily.com/news/25860 

37th Macao Int’l Music Festival to feature local 
composer Xian Xinghai’s ‘The Yellow River’

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) President Deland Leong Wai Man delivers 
a speech during Friday’s press conference about Macau’s upcoming 
international music-fest, at the Londoner Macao in Cotai. 

– Photo: Armindo Neves

Rui Pastorin
The Unitary Police Service 

(SPU) announced in a statement 
yesterday that there was a total 
of 25 incident reports recorded 
while four injuries were reported 
during Severe Tropical Cyclone 
“Tapah”.

Tropical Cyclone Signal No. 8 
was issued by the Meteorological 
and Geophysical Bureau (SMG) at 
9 p.m. on Sunday, being replaced 
by Strong Wind Signal No. 3 at 
3 p.m. yesterday. By 11 p.m. 
yesterday, the bureau noted on its 
website that all tropical cyclone 
signals were cancelled.

According to yesterday’s SPU 
statement, among the 25 incident 
recorded were 11 cases of tree 
collapses, 13 cases of objects at 
risk of falling and one case of a 

trapped lift. Regarding the four 
injuries, three were minor while 
one required hospitalisation 
for a fracture. Moreover, the 
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
opened four emergency shelters, 
recording a total of 13 users.

The statement added that 
the Civil Protection Operations 
Centre enquiry and assistance 
hotline received 23 calls. The 
Public Security Police (PSP) also 
undertook action against illegal 
taxis, intercepting one case of 
illegal pricing and investigating 
three “white licence plate cars”, 
or illegal taxis.

Secretary for Security Wong 
Sio Chak summarised the 
response efforts to the cyclone, 
noting that members of the civil 
protection structure performed 

their respective duties and 
collaborated closely, ensuring 
that various early warnings, 
response deployments, and 
preventive measures were 
implemented in advance and 
effectively carried out, the 
statement said.

Wong also pointed out that 
Macau is still in the typhoon 
season, and all civil protection 
structure departments must 
remain vigilant, continue 
strengthening communication 
with various sectors, and promote 
emergency information to 
minimise the impact of potential 
natural disasters in Macau.

Chief Executive Sam Hou 
Fai oversaw all the emergency 
prevention measures during the 
storm, official reports said. 

SPU logs 25 incidents, 4 injuries during ‘Tapah’

This photo provided yesterday by the Unitary Police Service (SPU) shows Secretary for 
Security Wong Sio Chak (front) wrapping up the civil protection authorities’ response to 
Severe Tropical Cyclone “Tapah”.

PARIS – French Prime Minister François 
Bayrou yesterday lost a confidence vote in the 
French National Assembly over his budget plan 
seeking to save 44 billion euros (US$51.66 
billion) per year in government spending.

According to the results announced 
by the Speaker of the French National 
Assembly, Yael Braun-Pivet, only 194 were 

in favor of Bayrou out of 558 valid votes.
Speaking to the deputies yesterday 

afternoon ahead of the vote, Bayrou stressed 
that France’s excessive debt was “life-
threatening” for the country.

According to official figures, France’s public 
debt stood at 3,345.8 billion euros, or 114 percent 
of its GDP, at the end of the first quarter of 2025.

“Reality will remain inexorable, 
spending will continue to rise, and the 
burden of debt, already unbearable, will 
grow heavier and more costly,” Bayrou said, 
urging the country to “act without delay.”

“It only requires the mobilization and 
moderate efforts from everyone, provided 
we act in time,” he stressed.

In a speech before the vote, Marine 
Le Pen, former presidential candidate of 
France’s far-right wing party National Rally, 
called on President Emmanuel Macron to 
dissolve the National Assembly to hold new 
elections following Bayrou’s defeat.

   According to local media, Bayrou will 
hand his resignation to Macron today. – Xinhua

French PM François Bayrou loses con!dence vote over budget cuts
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The launch of another global 
initiative and two major international 
events, held in Tianjin and Beijing 
last week, have reaffirmed China’s 
role as a leader in global peace and 
development efforts.

President Xi Jinping proposed 
the Global Governance Initiative 
(GGI) in a speech* at the ‘Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation Plus’ 
Meeting in the northern port city on 
September 1.

“I look forward with all countries 
to a more just and equitable global 
governance system and advancing 
toward a community with a shared 
future for humanity,” Xi said, 
pointing out that while this year 
marks the 80th anniversary of the 
victory in the World Anti-Fascist 
War and the founding of the United 
Nations, “eighty years later… Cold 
War mentality, hegemonism and 
protectionism continue to haunt the 
world. New threats and challenges 
have only been increasing. 
The world has found itself in a 
new period of turbulence and 
transformation. Global governance 
has come to a new crossroads.”

Well, indeed. Considering the 
global bedlam on various fronts, 
such as the troublesome economic 
repercussions of abruptly altered 
tariffs and military hostilities resulting 
from wilfully ignoring perceived 
opponents’ legitimate security 
interests, the terms “turbulence” and 
“transformation” sound almost like 
diplomatic euphemisms.

In his proposal, Xi raised five 
core concepts:

“First, we should adhere to 
sovereign equality… We should… 
increase the representation and 
voice of developing countries.

“Second, we should abide by the 
international rule of law… There 
should be no double standards, and 
the house rules of a few countries 
must not be imposed upon others.”

“Third, we should practise mul-
tilateralism… Featuring extensive 
consultation and joint contribution 
for shared benefit… We should 
firmly safeguard the status and 
authority of the UN.

“Fourth, we should advocate 
a people-centred approach… We 

should… better narrow the North-
South gap and better safeguard the 
common interests of all countries.

“Fifth, we should focus on 
taking real actions. We should 
adopt a systematic and holistic 
approach… and strive for more 
visible outcomes.”

A “concept paper, issued by 
the foreign ministry in Beijing 
on September 1**, elaborates on 
Xi’s GGI proposal. It underlines 
the “serious underrepresentation 
of the Global South” and warns 
that “unilateral sanctions… have 
violated international law and 
disrupted the international order, 
[and] governance gaps exist in 
new frontiers such as artificial 
intelligence (AI), cyberspace, and 
outer space.”

According to Kishore Mah-
bubani, distinguished fellow of 
the National University of Singa-
pore’s Asia Research Institute, “It 
is certainly true that 88 per cent of 
the world population lives outside 
the West in what is now called the 
Global South.

“Arguably, many Global South 
countries across Latin America, 
Africa, and Asia are no longer 
passive participants on the world 
stage, instead acting independently 
of the West in many ways.

“Signs of this emerged more 
than a decade ago when America, as 
the world’s most powerful country, 
led a global campaign to persuade 
countries not to join China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). Yet more 
than 140 countries did just that.”***

The term “global governance” 
is relatively new. It emerged in the 
mid-1990s, as far as I know, and 
only began to be widely used at the 
beginning of the 21st century. For 
instance, the first, 1996 edition of 
the Oxford Concise Dictionary of 
Politics, which I bought in 2000, 
still did not include an entry on 
“global governance”. 

Now, only some three decades 
later, China is one of the main 
proponents of further developing 
the concept. 

As the foreign ministry points 
out in its concept paper, the GGI is 
another major initiative proposed 
by China, following the Global 
Development Initiative (GDI; 
launched by Xi at the UN General 
Assembly in 2021), the Global 
Security Initiative (GSI; launched 
by Xi at the Boao Forum in 2022), 

Xi’s GGI proposal, SCO summit, V-Day gathering rea!rm 
China as leading force for global peace

and the Global Civilisation Initiative 
(GCI; launched by Xi in a speech in 
Beijing in 2023).

The GDI focuses on promoting 
international cooperation on devel-
opment, the GSI on encouraging 
dialogue and consultation over inter-
national discord, the GCI on promot-
ing exchanges and mutual learning 
among civilisations, and the GGI on 
the direction, principles, and path 
for reforming the global governance 
system and institutions.

The concept paper underlines 
that the four initiatives have their 
respective priorities and can be 
pursued simultaneously, while the 
five core concepts of the GGI stem 
from the purposes and principles 
of the UN Charter, “and respond 
to the shared aspiration of most 
countries.”

I am sure that virtually all 
countries in the Global South 
do agree with Xi’s four global 
initiatives, and I wish that even 
the Global North, i.e., the West, 
would finally get on board, such 
as Portugal, Spain, Slovakia, and 
Serbia, known for their markedly 
amicable approach towards China. 
Even Brussels should think about 
joining them – it would help 
strengthen its currently rather weak 
strategic autonomy.

The foreign ministry’s concept 
paper underlines that within the 
GGI ambit, China will “give priority 
to areas where [global] governance 
is in urgent need and scant 
supply, such as the reform of the 
international financial architecture, 
AI, cyberspace, climate change, 
trade, and outer space, and to firmly 
uphold the authority and central role 
of the UN.”

Xi proposed the GDI at the 
largest-ever SCO summit in its 
24-year history – and the proposal 
came a mere two days before the 
country marked the 80th anniversary 
of its arduously won Victory in the 
War of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War.

The SCO summit was 
attended by leaders from more 
than 20 countries and heads of 10 
international organisations.

Kin Phea, director-general of the 
International Relations Institute of 
Cambodia, said the SCO offers “a 
compelling alternative to zero-sum 
thinking,” emphasising “listening 
over dictating, solidarity over 
supremacy, and shared growth over 
isolated gain.”****

Addressing the summit, Xi 
invited countries with relevant 
capacities to take part in China’s 
International Lunar Research 
Station project.

The organisation, which has 
grown from its six founding members 
in 2001 to 10, is now the world’s 
largest regional organisation, with 
cooperation covering more than 50 
areas and a combined economic 
output of US$30 trillion, Xinhua 
News Agency reported last week.

US President Donald Trump 

has described Wednesday’s grand 
military parade in Beijing as a 
“beautiful ceremony.” My local 
friends, not just those from the 
media, told me that while they have 
hardly ever agreed with what Trump 
has said, about China in particular, 
since he returned to the White 
House in January 2025, this time he 
hit the nail on the head.

While holding its massive 
V-Day parade in the national capital, 
China pledged its firm commitment 
to peaceful development in a world 
still fraught with turbulence and 
uncertainties.

Addressing the grand gathering 
– which consisted of the military 
parade and a large-scale reception 
for guests from all over the 
world – Xi said that the Chinese 
nation’s ongoing rejuvenation was 
unstoppable.

Noting that the 1945 victory was 
achieved under a national united 
front against Japanese aggression 
advocated by the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), Xi said that 
the Chinese people made a major 
contribution to the salvation of 
human civilisation and the defence 
of world peace with immense 
sacrifices in the war – a significant 
part of the World Anti-Fascist War.

Regrettably, China’s important 
– and extremely harrowing – role 
in defeating WWII militarism and 
fascism is still widely ignored, or 
even downplayed, by the West. 
That’s a shame.

China’s war of defending itself 
against imperialist Japan began 
with the Mukden Incident in 1931, 
eight years before Nazi Germany’s 
blitzkrieg in Poland – many in the 
Global North still think that WWII 
began in 1939. In an interview with 
Chinese state media on the sidelines 
of the SCO summit in Tianjin, 
UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres rightly pointed out this 
historically significant fact of how 
WWII erupted. I thank him for that.

For over a decade preceding 
the Pearl Harbour attack by Japan, 
China faced the Japanese invaders 
virtually all by itself. China refused 
to capitulate, despite the 1937 
Nanjing Massacre and the relentless 
bombing of its wartime capital, 
Chongqing.

Historians have pointed out that 
China’s gruelling resistance bought 
critical time for Allied rearmament 
and decisively shattered Japan’s 
hubristic plan for a three-month 
conquest of China. Japanese military 
archives show that between 1937 
and 1945, some 70-90 percent of its 
army divisions were committed to 
the Chinese mainland. 

One can only shudder when 
thinking about what would have 
happened if the bloodthirsty armies 
of Nazi Germany and Japan had 
been able to meet up in the Caucasus 
to rule the major part of our planet. 
Whole nations would have become 
slave states, and genocide would 
have continued for who knows how 
long. Thanks also to the Chinese 

people’s heroism in WWII, the 
Holocaust came to an end before 
the “final solution” could reach 
its absolutely depraved aim of 
exterminating the Jewish people 
(without whose extraordinary 
contributions, by the way, German 
culture and science are unthinkable) 
in Nazi-ruled Europe. 

Considering that China’s 
resistance thwarted the nightmare 
scenario of the Nazis and Japanese 
militarists dominating the world, we 
Europeans – Germans in particular 
– should be eternally grateful to the 
Chinese people’s excruciatingly 
painful fight for their independence 
and freedom.

China and the Soviet Union 
sustained the greatest number of 
victims killed in the Second World 
War. Without them, and the other 
allies, that evil moron hiding in 
a bunker in Berlin and the vile 
militarists in Tokyo could have 
come out victorious.

Lamentably, senior political 
figures from Europe were 
conspicuous by their absence from 
last week’s grand gathering in 
Beijing. What a missed opportunity!

Their argument that they 
couldn’t attend because of the 
presence of a certain country’s 
leader is an inane point.

It’s like someone saying that 
they can’t attend a certain event or 
function, such as a wedding party or 
funeral, because of the attendance of 
someone they do not like. It reminds 
me of kids saying they won’t attend 
a friend’s birthday party because 
they dislike one of the guests. That’s 
kindergarten stuff, unworthy of any 
state representative.

The 20 million Chinese who 
perished in WWII would have 
deserved better.

Well, we can always learn from 
our mistakes, can’t we?

Last week’s events and Xi’s 
speeches in Tianjin and Beijing 
have shown that China has become 
a leading force for global peace. Of 
course, peace must be defended – 
and that’s why last week’s military 
parade was a “beautiful” but also 
necessary show of force.

– Harald Brüning

* Full text of Xi Jinping’s speech 
at the ‘Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization Plus’ Meeting https://www.
macaupostdaily.com/news/25870

**Concept Paper on the Global 
Governance Initiative, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the People’s 
Republic of China https://www.
fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xw/wjbxw/202509/
t20250901_11699912.html

*** ‘Measuring the power of 
the Global South’, Chatham House, 
February & March 2024, https://
www.chathamhouse.org/publica-
tions/the-world-today/2024-02/
measuring-power-global-south

**** Xi proposes Global 
Governance Initiative at largest-
ever SCO summit https://english.
news.cn/20250902/76bd8d070bd94
499a4f4b11d4573f9a0/c.html
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Tony Wong
The Macau-Guangdong Union (UMG) 

candidacy group, the No.4 on the ballot paper 
for the 2025 direct legislative election, urges 
the government to launch a 5,000-pataca 
monthly subsidy for local employers hiring 
young local people who have newly graduated 
from tertiary education institutions in Macau 
or elsewhere, lasting up to 18 months.

The group’s political platform says that 
with the aim of helping young local people 
secure a job in the local employment market, 
the group suggests that the government launch 
the subsidy for local employers in reference 
to its newly announced subsidy aiming to 
encourage young local people to pursue their 
career development in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area (GBA).

The government announced earlier this 
year that it will launch a 5,000-pataca monthly 
subsidy for young local people up to the age 
of 35 who work in the mainland cities in the 
GBA, for which the beneficiaries must have 
graduated from tertiary education institutions 
in Macau or elsewhere in order to receive the 
subsidy lasting up to 18 months.

The group is one of the six candidacy 
groups running in the upcoming direct 
election with polling day on September 14.

The two incumbent lawmakers fielded 
by the UMG group in the direct election four 
years ago, Zheng Anting and Lo Choi In, did 
not seek re-election this time. Instead, the 
group has fielded Joey Lao Chi Ngai, 50, and 
Lee Koi Ian, 50, as its first and second-ranked 
candidates for the 2025 direct election.

Lao had never run in a direct or indirect 
election, but he was appointed as a lawmaker 
by Macau’s then chief executive Fernando 
Chui Sai On in 2017, while he was not 
re-appointed in 2021 when Ho Iat Seng was 
the chief executive.

Both Lao and Lee are running in the direct 
legislative election for the first time.

Lao is an economics scholar, while Lee is 
a gold jewellery businessman.

Lao currently heads the Strategy and 
Planning Office of the public University of 
Macau (UM).

The UMG group has fielded Ng Nga Fan, 
37, as its third-ranked candidate for the 2025 
direct election.

Ng, an executive of a kitchen equipment 
trading company, stood as a candidate for the 
direct legislative election for the first time 
four years ago, when she was the eighth-
ranked candidate.

The group comprises 14 candidates for the 
direct legislative election this time.

The UMG group first ran in the legislature’s 
direct election in 2009, when Mak Soi Kun, a 
building contractor, was elected.

The group won one seat in the 2009 direct 
election, when Zheng was the fifth-ranked 
candidate.

In the 2013 direct election, the group won 
two seats, enabling Mak to be re-elected and 
the then second-ranked candidate Zheng to 
join the legislature for the first time.

In the 2017 direct election, the group won 
two seats again, enabling Mak and Zheng to 
be re-elected.

Mak did not seek re-election in the 2021 
direct election, when the group fielded Zheng 
and Lo as its first and second-ranked candidates. 
Four years ago, the group once again won two 
seats, enabling Zheng to be re-elected and Lo 
to join the legislature for the first time.

Lo had been a candidate of the UMG group 
since the 2013 direct election, ranking fourth 
and third in 2013 and 2017 respectively.

The group is the electoral vehicle of the 
influential Macau Jiangmen Communal Society.

The UMG group’s political platform for the 
2025 direct election comprises five major aspects, 
calling for a more vibrant economic development, 
a more sustainable system for improving 
residents’ well-being, closer Macau-Guangdong 

integration, more efficient governance, and a 
brighter future for the youth.

The political platform says that the 
group’s election campaign philosophy is to 
make Macau residents’ lives happier.

In the first aspect laid out in its political 
platform for the direct election this time, 
the candidacy group urges the government 
to roll out fresh measures aiming to ensure 
that it will make concrete achievements in its 
appropriate economic diversification drive.

The group calls for the government to 
launch various measures with the aim of 
improving the city’s business environment 
and boosting the community economy.

The group urges the government to 
strengthen its support for local small- and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to upgrade 
their operations through digital transformation, 
with the aim of enhancing their competitiveness.

The group calls for public entities to choose 
local SMEs in their acquisition of goods and 
services more often, while also urging the 
government to roll out special measures aiming 
to encourage large enterprises to purchase 
goods and services from local SMEs.

In the second aspect, the group’s political 
platform calls for a range of fresh measures 
aiming to enhance local employees’ competi-
tiveness and help them secure better jobs.

The group urges the government to 

improve the city’s traffic, healthcare services, 
and childcare measures, with the aim of 
improving residents’ well-being.

The group calls for the government to 
review and reform its social welfare system 
with the aim of strengthening support for the 
elderly, children, those with disabilities, and 
others in vulnerable groups.

In the third aspect, the group’s political 
platform calls for measures aiming to 
encourage Guangdong enterprises to set up 
their international headquarters or branch 
offices in Macau.

The group also calls for strengthened 
connectivity between public services for 
people’s daily life matters in Macau and those 
in Guangdong Province.

In the fourth aspect, the group’s political 
platform urges the government to improve its 
one-stop services aiming to make it easier for 
residents to complete public administrative 
formalities.

The group urges the government to reform 
its business licensing system with the aim of 
making it easier for residents to start their 
businesses.

In the fifth aspect, the group’s political 
platform calls for the government to launch 
a comprehensive service system aiming to 
help young local people pursue further study, 
secure jobs, or launch business start-ups. 

Khalel Vallo
The 33rd Macao International 

Fireworks Display Contest, organised 
by the Macau Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO), officially began 
on Saturday with performances by 
pyrotechnic companies from Australia 
and South Africa, drawing residents 
and visitors alike to witness the city’s 
prime night-time event.

First launched in 1989, the contest 
has become one of Macau’s most 
prestigious events, according to a recent 
MGTO statement. With live broadcasts, 
interactive games, and extensive 
promotions, the 33rd edition aims to 
promote Macau’s appeal as a “tourism 
+ events” destination, aiming to enrich 
its image as a World Centre of Tourism 
and Leisure, the statement said.

Officiated by MGTO Director 

Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes, the 
opening ceremony marked the start 
of 10 themed pyrotechnic displays 
being staged across five evenings 
through October 6, including shows 
on National Day and the Mid-Autumn 
Festival.

 “The contest is an iconic night-time 
event that offers a stage for top-notch 
fireworks companies worldwide to 
unleash their prowess, while showcasing 
Macau’s strengths as an international 
exchange platform,” she said.

 The remaining dates of the contest are 
September 13, 20,  October 1 (National 
Day) and October 6 (Mid-Autumn 
Festival). It is being held at 9 p.m. and at 
9:40 p.m., respectively, on the five days in 
the skies above Macau Tower.

This year’s competition comprises 
teams from 10 countries, with a 

Brazilian team competing in Macau for 
the first time, along with debuts from 
companies from Japan, South Korea, 
Portugal, and the UK. The other five 
companies from Australia, Austria, 
the Chinese mainland, the Philippines 
and South Africa have competed here 
on previous occasions, the statement 
said, adding that each 18-minute show 
is choreographed under unique themes, 
ranging from “Great Southern Land” to 
“Emotions in Every Gaze”.

Two companies are competing one 
at a time on each of the five nights.

Meanwhile, the statement added 
that the Fireworks Carnival at the 
Macau Science Centre waterfront 
in Nape offers food, performances, 
games, and souvenir incentives, 
aiming to further boost the city’s 
night-time economy. 

33rd Macao Int’l Fireworks Display Contest kicks o!

Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) Director Maria Helena de 
Senna Fernandes delivers her opening remarks outside Macau Tower at 
the start of the 33rd Macao International Fireworks Display Contest on 
Saturday.                  – Photo: Khalel Vallo

Macau-Guangdong Union (UMG) group calls for 
subsidy encouraging employers to hire young locals

Joey Lao Chi Ngai (third from right), the first-ranked candidate of the Macau-Guangdong Union (UMG) candidacy group, its second-ranked candidate Lee Koi Ian 
(third from left), its third-ranked candidate Ng Nga Fan (second from right), Chan Sio Cheng (fourth from right), the candidacy group’s official representative, and 
Lao Ka U (fourth from left), the executive vice-chairwoman of the Macau Jiangmen Communal Society, as well as other candidates address a press conference on 
Friday about the group’s political platform, at their election campaign office in Taipa.              – Photo: UMG
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Rui Pastorin
Local illustrator Coco Cheong Ut Man is using drawings to tackle the transformative journey of motherhood in 

an exhibition entitled “Brave & Beautiful: A Mother’s Journey”, which is also slated to include a book launch this 
Saturday.

Located in room B07 at 10 Fantasia gallery on Calçada da Igreja de S. Lázaro (瘋堂斜巷), the exhibition is one of 
five that are featured in this year’s Picture Book Festival, which is annually held by 10 Fantasia. Exhibitiongoers will 
find a series of eight drawings, all created using gouache*, digital enhancements using Procreate software and giclée**.

A statement displayed at the gallery notes some of the things that Cheong went through during her journey: “She 
worked through her pregnancy, was busy with her baby during maternity leave, and returned to work facing new 
challenges and pressures”, fighting for time and remembering happy moments in daily life to face her challenges.

Among the exhibits is also a piece that symbolises a mother who was once an infant, inviting exhibitiongoers and 
readers of her book to “reflect on how we were all once cared for and how our parents also faced struggles”, noting 
that each generation has its unique challenge to face.

The free-admission exhibition is open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, except Mondays.

The 2025 Picture Book Festival
This year’s festival runs until October 3, with various activities scheduled to be held.
Aside from the five concurrent exhibitions, there will be a market that will take place this weekend and the next, 

with booths selling various picture books while offering workshops for parents and children to enjoy, according to 
the 10 Fantasia website.

Moreover, themed picture-book workshops are set to be held, with the sessions set for September 27. In all, 
the festival hopes to “strengthen communication among creators from different regions, elevate the level of local 
picture-book publishing, and foster a trend of parent-child reading”, the statement noted.

* A type of water-based paint that is similar to watercolour but is more opaque. - Poe
** In the context of art and printing, giclée refers to a high-quality printing process that uses inkjet technology 

to reproduce images with exceptional detail and colour accuracy. - Poe -Photos: Rui Pastorin



Ada Lei
In order to commemorate the 

60th anniversary of Hong Kong’s 
Anti-Drug Coordination Committee, 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area (GBA) Anti-Drug 
Summit was held in Hong Kong on 
Friday, organised by the Narcotics 
Division of Hong Kong’s Security 
Bureau and Action Committee 
Against Narcotics (ACAN), 
according to a statement by Macau’s 
Unitary Police Service (PSU). 

The one-day event marked the 
first anti-drug summit hosted by 
Hong Kong, specifically focused on 
the GBA. 

Chief Secretary for Administration 
Chan Kwok-ki; Executive Secretary-
General of the National Narcotics 
Control Commission and Director 
General of the Narcotics Control 
Bureau at the Ministry of Public 
Security Wei Xiaojun; Deputy 
Director of the Guangdong Provincial 
Narcotics Control Commission 
and Deputy Director-General of 
the Guangdong Provincial Public 
Security Department Liang Ruiguo; 
Hong Kong Secretary for Security 
Tang Ping-keung; and Macau 
Commissioner-General of the 
Unitary Police Service (SPU) Leong 
Man-cheong officiated the opening 
ceremony.

In his speech, Leong emphasised 
the significance of anti-drug efforts, 
referencing President Xi Jinping’s 

remarks and reaffirming Macau’s 
commitment to strengthening drug 
enforcement and communication 
with the Chinese mainland, Hong 
Kong, and international organisations 
to effectively combat cross-border 
drug trafficking, the statement said. 

According to the statement, 
Leong pointed out that Macau, 
being the smallest city by area 
and population in the GBA, has a 
relatively small drug consumption 
market. However, due to its open 
customs policies and extensive 
transportation network, Macau 
has long prioritised preventing 
international drug trafficking 
syndicates from using the region 
as a transit point for drugs, Leong 
was quoted as saying. He expressed 
strong confidence that, with robust 
support from the Ministry of Public 
Security, the anti-drug authorities 
across Guangdong, Hong Kong, 
and Macau will further enhance 
their collaboration to jointly create 
a safer, drug-free Greater Bay Area 
(GBA).

The summit also highlighted 
the importance of ongoing anti-
drug education in creating a drug-
free society, focusing on initiatives 
designed to educate tourists and 
community groups about drug 
prevention.

Macau is a free port and a 
separate customs territory of the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC). 
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Review by Armindo Neves
“Rainy Moment”, a film 

dedicated to exploring Macau’s 
vanishing urban fabric, takes 
Macau’s largest still existing, 
previously walled village, Chi Lam 
Vai (茨林圍), as its central theme. 
Through its camera lens, the film 
delves into the profound tension 
between the ongoing changes of 
the times and the village’s unique 
but already threatened cultural 
heritage, reflecting on how its small 
community navigates change while 
holding onto memory and identity.

By intimately portraying the 
lives, stories, and physical spaces 
of Chi Lim Vai, the film invites the 
audience to contemplate what is 
lost and what might still be saved 
in the name of progress.

Chi Lam Vai (茨林圍, aka Chi 
Lam Chuen – 茨林村) known in 
Portuguese as “Pátio do Espinho”, 
is a 400-year-old, formerly walled 
village that lies just a street away 
from the UNESCO World Heritage-
protected Na Tcha Temple, one of 
Macau’s two temples dedicated to 
the divinity known in Putonghua 
as Nezha. It is also close to the 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed 
Ruins of St Paul’s.

The film, directed by local 

filmmaker Steven U (余志雲), 
was awarded the “Asia-Pacific 
Regional Film Selection Award” 
at the Asia Pacific Film Festival in 
July this year.

On Sunday, the Dream Sail 
Association hosted a film screening 
event titled “Steven on the Scene: 
Exploring the Cinematic Journey 
of Steven U” – the fifth session of 
a series dedicated to his works. The 
theme of Sunday’s session was 
“Search of the Fading Urban Fabric”, 
and the event was held at the Jao 
Tsung-I Academy near Praça do Tap 
Seac. Several people watched the 
film and attended a post-screening 
talk which included U.

At the event, U mentioned that 
the film was produced entirely with 
non-professional resources –both 
in terms of actors and equipment. 
Most of the performers are 
residents of Chi Lam Village, and 
even the flora, fauna and pets of the 
village are part of the screenplay. U 
said that what began with a plan to 
create a documentary evolved into 
a narrative film once he recognised 
the profound historical value and 
human spirit embodied by the 
community of Chi Lim Village.

At Sunday’s screening, a 
half-hour version of the film was 

shown. However, the full-length 
film runs for 50 minutes, which 
will be shown next month in the 
village. The film’s version with 
English subtitles is slated to be 
released in November.

The film centres on a 
grandfather and his granddaughter 
living in Chi Lam Vai, depicting 
the life and spirit of the community 
through their eyes. “Behind the 
St. Paul’s Ruins lies Chi Lam Vai 
– unknown to many in Macau, 
unseen by tourists. Only those who 
call it home truly know it,” U said.

The film vividly captures the 
memories and human warmth of 
the village. For example, when 
it rains, locals fondly refer to the 
rainwater as “Nezha’s Water”*. 
A particularly evocative tradition 
shown is them launching paper 
boats on the rainwater flowing down 
the village slopes, watching as these 
little vessels drift through the narrow 
streets and alleys of the community.

The village made cinematographic 
history some five decades ago when 
one of the popular Bruce Lee kung 
fu films – “Fist of Fury” was shot in 
Chi Lam Vai in 1972. 

*Ne Zha is the Taoist divinity’s 
name in Putonghua (Mandarin). 
His name in Cantonese is Na Tcha.

“Rainy Moment” short film director 
Steven U (余志雲) talks about his film 
at the Jao Tsung-I Academy on Sunday 
afternoon.      – Photos: Armindo Neves

Audience members, including Chi Lam Vai villagers, watch Sunday’s screening of 
“Rainy Moment” at the Jao Tsung-I Academy.

This undated handout photo taken from the Public Security Police (PSP) website 
shows PSP officers escorting the five bogus marriage suspects into a police station.

This photo taken from Macau’s Unitary Police Service (PSU) website shows 
Commissioner-General of the Unitary Police Service Leong Man-cheong delivering a 
keynote speech at Friday’s Anti-Drug Summit in Hong Kong. 

‘Rainy Moment’ portraits Chi 
Lam Vai’s struggling identity 

Macau joins GBA anti-drug 
summit in HK 

Ada Lei
The Public Security Police (PSP) 

have busted three bogus marriages, 
arresting two men and three women 
on Tuesday last week, according to 
a PSP statement on Saturday.

The statement identified the 
suspects as a local woman in her 
fifties surnamed Kam, a mainland 
man also in his fifties surnamed 
Gan, a Hong Kong woman in her 
fifties surnamed Lau, a mainland 
woman in her thirties surnamed 
Wang, and a mainland man in his 
fifties surnamed He.

According to the statement, 
while following up on the “family 
reunification” case involving 
He and Kam in 2023, the Public 
Security Police (PSP) discovered 
that He had registered his marriage 
with Kam just a few months after 

divorcing his ex-wife in 2019 in 
mainland China. 

The statement noted that Kam 
married Gan in 2008 in mainland 
China and later applied for Gan to 
settle in Macau under the pretext of 
family reunification. Gan obtained 
a Macau resident ID card in 2013 
and divorced Kam in 2014. After his 
divorce, Gan married Wang in 2014, 
introduced by Lau, and assisted Wang 
in obtaining a Macau resident ID card 
in 2019, and their marriage ended in 
2020. Meanwhile, Kam married He 
in 2019, and He obtained a Macau 
resident ID card in 2023. The police 
summoned and apprehended the 
five suspects at the Barrier Gate 
checkpoint last Tuesday after 
uncovering the three sham marriages.

Under questioning, Gan 
admitted to entering into a sham 

marriage with Wang, claiming that 
there were no financial interests 
involved. However, he denied 
that his marriage with Kam was 
fraudulent, only admitting that 
they had never lived together as a 
married couple. Both Kam and He 
also admitted that they had never 
lived together as a married couple. 

Additionally, the police 
discovered that Gan had been living 
with Lau since 1995. Lau acted as 
the “intermediary” for the sham 
marriage between Gan and her 
niece, Wang. Furthermore, Gan 
and Lau registered their marriage 
in Hong Kong in 2024 and are still 
recognised as a married couple.

The five suspects have 
been transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP), facing 
charges of document forgery. 

Police bust 3 sham marriages, arrest 5 suspects
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Khalel Vallo
The Commerce and Investment 

Promotion Institute (IPIM) recently 
led an entrepreneur delegation 
to Timor-Leste for the first Dili 
International Trade Expo 2025, 
facilitating eight cooperation projects 
and nearly 140 business matching 
sessions, according to a Thursday 
statement from the institute. 

Held from August 28  to 
September 1 at the Dili Convention 
Centre, the expo was hosted by 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
of Timor-Leste (MTCI) under the 
theme “Make It and Brand It,” 
which featured 250 booths from 
governments, enterprises, and 
non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), the statement said, adding 
that the opening ceremony was 
attended by Timor-Leste Prime 
Minister Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão, 
Deputy Prime Minister Francisco 
Kalbuadi Lay, and Minister of Trade 
and Industry Filipus Nino Pereira, 
alongside leaders from various 
countries and regions. 

Dili is the capital of the half-
island nation of Timor-Leste. 

The statement noted that IPIM set 
up the 25-square-metre “China-PSCs 
Platform @ Macao” Pavilion, which 
aimed to showcase Macau’s role 

as a platform between the Chinese 
mainland and Portuguese-speaking 
countries (PSCs) and highlighting the 
business environment of Macau and 
Hengqin. The pavilion drew interest 
from more than 100 international 
companies, the statement said, as 
delegates from the mainland and 
Macau, spanning industries such as 
food procurement, finance, tourism, 
and construction, engaged in in-depth 
exchanges and attended side events, 
while IPIM also hosted a session for 
80 East Timorese entrepreneurs.

IPIM Executive Director 
Sam Lei Chou Sam emphasised 
Macau’s expanding role as a China-
PSCs platform, noting Hengqin’s 

integration with Macau to promote 
economic diversification and 
inviting East Timorese enterprises to 
join October’s “Second C-PLPEX” 
in Macau, the statement noted.

The delegation further visited 
the Chinese Embassy in East Timor, 
the TradeInvest Timor-Leste, and 
local associations, the statement 
noted, while IPIM underscored its 
commitment to expanding targeted 
overseas connections, including 
planned visits to Angola, Brazil, 
Equatorial Guinea, and Portugal, 
to enhance Macau’s capacity as the 
China-PSCs platform.

 Timor-Leste is East Timor’s 
official Portuguese name. 

This undated handout photo, released by IPIM on Thursday, shows a signing 
ceremony for co-operation projects at Timor-Leste’s Dili International Trade Expo 
2025 in the half-island nation’s capital.

IPIM leads delegation to Dili Int’l Trade Expo 2025

Armindo Neves
Macau Customs Service officers 

raided a parallel-trading den in the 
peninsula’s northern district on 
Friday where they seized 3,000 
kilogrammes of frozen chicken feet 
worth around 80,000 patacas in total.

On Friday, according to 
Saturday’s statement, customs 
officers caught a 40-year-old local 
female who ran the den and had 
hired a number of parallel traders 
to smuggle frozen chicken feet 
from Macau to the mainland.

The suspect faces a fine in 
compliance with the relevant 
provisions listed in the External 
Trade Law, the statement said.

Moreover, the statement added, 
the suspect violated Macau’s Food 
Safety Law as the supposedly 
frozen chicken feet were stored 
merely at room temperature, 
adding that the Macau Customs 
Service has meanwhile transferred 
the case to the Municipal Affairs 
Bureau (IAM) for follow-up 
action. 

This handout photo released by the Macau Customs Service on Saturday shows 
bags of chicken feet stored merely at room temperature at a parallel trading den 
in Macau peninsula’s northern district on Friday.

Macau Customs seizes 3 tonnes 
of frozen chicken feet worth 

80,000 patacas

Tony Wong
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai 

separately met with the heads of 
four ministries and commissions of 
the central government in Beijing on 
Friday, before concluding his five-
day working visit to the nation’s 
capital on Saturday afternoon, 
according to separate statements by 
the Macau Government Information 
Bureau (GCS).

Sam travelled to Beijing 
on Tuesday last week where 
he attended the nation’s 
commemorative activities the next 
day marking the 80th anniversary 
of the victory in the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression and the World 
Anti-Fascist War.

On Thursday last week, Sam 
met with Industry and Information 
Technology Minister Li Lecheng 
in the morning, while he met 
with the minister of the General 
Administration of Customs, Sun 
Meijun, in the afternoon.

According to GCS, Sam met 
with Culture and Tourism Minister 
Sun Yeli on Friday morning where 
he said that the local government 
was enriching Macau’s role as a 
World Tourism and Leisure Centre 
and accelerating the development 
of the city’s cultural and sports 
sectors.

Sam pledged that the local 
government will continue to 
leverage Macau’s advantages in the 
blending of Chinese and Western 
cultures to advance the development 
of the city’s cultural tourism 
segment through diverse channels, 
telling the global community the 

good story of Macau and promoting 
traditional Chinese culture.

According to GCS, Sam also 
met with the chairman of the State-
owned Assets Supervision and Ad-
ministration Commission (SASAC), 
Zhang Yuzhuo, on Friday morning 
where he expressed his gratitude to 
the commission for its long-term 
efforts in mobilising state-owned 
enterprises to make significant con-
tributions to Macau’s economic 
development, improvements in resi-
dents’ well-being, and infrastructure 
development.

Sam underlined his government’s 
commitment to building a sustainable 
industrial structure tailored to the 
city’s real situation in compliance 
with its 1+4 appropriate economic 
diversification plan, pointing out 
that investment projects from state-
owned enterprises cover all the 
four emerging industries listed in 
Macau’s 1+4 plan.

According to previous statements 
by the local government, the 1+4 
model aims to consolidate and 
diversify the development of the 
city’s tourism and leisure industry 
(1) while putting special emphasis on 
promoting the development of four 
nascent industries (+4), namely 1) big 
health, 2) modern finance, 3) high-
tech, and 4) MICE and commerce as 
well as culture and sport.

According to GCS, Sam 
also briefed Zhang on the local 
government’s ongoing planning of 
the establishment of a science and 
technology research and development 
industrial park in Macau, underlining 
that the industrial park will become 
an important engine to advance 

Macau’s appropriate economic 
diversification.

Sam said he expects the 
commission to continue supporting 
Macau’s collaboration with state-
owned enterprises in jointly 
advancing the establishment and 
future operation of the industrial park.

According to GCS, Sam met 
with Commerce Minister Wang 
Wentao on Friday afternoon where 
he pledged that Macau will make full 
use of the new opportunities brought 
about by the implementation of the 
upgraded version of the Mainland 
and Macau Closer Economic 
Partnership Arrangement (CEPA), 
which started on March 1 this year.

Sam also underlined the local 
government’s commitment to 
leveraging Macau’s role as a 
business service platform between 
China and Portuguese-speaking 
countries with the aim of expanding 

commercial ties with Portuguese-
speaking countries while also 
extending links to Spanish-speaking 
and Southeast Asian countries.

Sam said that the local 
government will continue to 
maintain close collaboration with 
the Ministry of Commerce so 
as to assist Macau enterprises in 
exploring the mainland market.

According to GCS, Sam also 
met with the chairman of the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission (NDRC), Zheng 
Shanjie, on Friday afternoon 
where he expressed his gratitude 
to the commission for rolling out 
new measures aiming to support 
Macau’s participation in the 
development of the Guangdong-
Macau In-Depth Cooperation 
Zone in Hengqin, pledging that the 
Macau government will continue to 
maintain its close collaboration with 

its Guangdong counterpart in jointly 
advancing the in-depth cooperation 
zone’s second-phase development 
and accelerating Macau-Hengqin 
integrated development.

Sam also said he expects the 
commission to continue supporting 
the ongoing development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau 
Greater Bay Area (GBA), while 
also providing his government with 
guidance on the ongoing planning 
of its four future large-scale projects 
aiming to inject new impetus into 
Macau’s long-term development, 
comprising the Macau International 
Integrated Tourism and Cultural Zone, 
the Macau Science and Technology 
Research and Development Industrial 
Park, the Macau International 
Aviation Hub for the Pearl River 
West Bank, and the Macau-Hengqin 
International University City.

Before returning to Macau 
on Saturday afternoon, Sam 
visited Zhongguancun Science 
Park, aka ZPark, on Saturday 
morning with the aim of gaining a 
better understanding of the latest 
development of the nation’s new-
generation IT industries.

At the science park’s exhibition 
hall, representatives overseeing 
the science park’s operation 
briefed Sam and members of his 
delegation about the park’s history 
and future planning, after which 
the delegation visited three high-
tech enterprises based in the park, 
specialising in the development of 
computer technologies, software 
production, and the manufacture 
of supercomputers and servers 
respectively. 

Sam meets heads of 4 central govt bodies, 
visits science park in Beijing

A representative briefs Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (centre) about Beijing’s 
Zhongguancun Science Park in its exhibition hall on Saturday.                – Photo: GCS
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BEIJING – President Xi Jinping 
yesterday attended a virtual BRICS 
Summit and delivered an important 
statement, calling on BRICS 
countries to forge ahead in solidarity 
and cooperation.

The summit was chaired by 
Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva and also attended by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, South 
African President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi, Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian, Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto, the UAE’s Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi Khaled bin 
Mohamed, and the representatives of 
India and Ethiopia.

In his statement titled “Forging 
Ahead in Solidarity and Cooperation,” 
Xi noted that transformation 
unseen in a century is accelerating 
across the world, and hegemonism, 
unilateralism, and protectionism are 
getting more and more rampant.

“BRICS countries, standing at 
the forefront of the Global South, 
should act on the BRICS Spirit of 
openness, inclusiveness and win-
win cooperation, jointly defend 
multilateralism and the multilateral 
trading system, advance greater 
BRICS cooperation, and build a 
community with a shared future for 
humanity,” Xi said. He made three 
proposals to this end.

He firstly called on BRICS 
countries to uphold multilateralism 
to defend international fairness 
and justice. “Multilateralism is the 
shared aspiration of the people and 
the overarching trend of our time,” 
Xi said, adding that it provides an 
important underpinning for world 
peace and development.

Xi said the Global Governance 
Initiative (GGI) that he recently 
proposed is aimed at galvanizing 
joint global action for a more just and 
equitable global governance system.

It is important to follow the 
principle of extensive consultation and 
joint contribution for shared benefit, 
and safeguard the international 

system with the United Nations at its 
core and the international order based 
on international law, so as to cement 
the foundations of multilateralism, 
he said.

Xi said active efforts should be 
made to promote greater democracy 
in international relations and increase 
the representation and voice of 
Global South countries, adding that 
the global governance system should 
be improved through reform so as 
to fully mobilize resources from all 
quarters and tackle more effectively 
the common challenges for humanity.

His second proposal was 
upholding openness and win-
win cooperation to safeguard 
the international economic and 
trade order. Noting economic 
globalization is an irresistible trend 
of history, Xi said countries cannot 
thrive without an international 
environment of open cooperation, 
and no country can afford to retreat 
to self-imposed isolation.

He said BRICS countries must 
stay committed to building an open 
global economy, so as to share 
opportunities and achieve win-

win outcomes in openness, adding 
that the multilateral trading system 
with the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) at its core should be upheld 
and all forms of protectionism 
should be opposed.

BRICS countries should 
promote a universally beneficial and 
inclusive economic globalization, 
place development at the heart 
of the international agenda, and 
ensure that Global South countries 
participate in international 
cooperation as equals and share in 
the fruits of development, Xi said.

Thirdly, BRICS countries 
should uphold solidarity and 
cooperation to foster synergy for 
common development, Xi said.

BRICS countries account for 
nearly half of the world’s population, 
around 30 percent of global economic 
output, and one-fifth of global trade.

Xi said the more closely they 
work together, the more resilient, 
resourceful and effective they are 
in addressing external risks and 
challenges.

China is ready to work with 
fellow BRICS countries to 

implement the Global Development 
Initiative, advance high-quality Belt 
and Road cooperation, leverage 
respective strengths, deepen 
practical cooperation, and make 
business, financial, scientific and 
technological cooperation more 
productive, so as to strengthen the 
foundation, momentum and impact 
of greater BRICS cooperation and 
deliver more practical benefits to 
the peoples, he said.

Other participating leaders said 
that unilateralist and bullying acts 
are disrupting the international 
order, international law and 
international rules are under threat, 
and trade is being used as a tool to 
interfere in other countries’ internal 
affairs, which severely jeopardize 
world peace and development.

They said BRICS countries 
need to strengthen solidarity and 
collaboration, jointly respond to 
crises and challenges, safeguard 
multilateralism, uphold the 
international system of free and 
open trade, and protect the common 
interests of the Global South.

The leaders noted that the Global 

Governance Initiative proposed by 
President Xi is pertinent and points 
the direction and path for improving 
global governance.

The parties agreed to maintain 
communication on hotspot issues 
such as the Ukraine crisis and the 
conflict in Gaza. They stressed the 
need to make good use of the Group 
of Friends for Peace on the Ukraine 
crisis and adhere to the two-State 
solution for resolving the Palestinian 
question and maintaining peace and 
stability in the Middle East.

President Xi’s proposals are very 
enlightening, offering an important 
guidance that helps inject stability 
into the international landscape, said 
Wang Lei, director of the BRICS 
Cooperation Research Center at 
Beijing Normal University.

Considering their significant 
role in the current global political 
and economic system, the BRICS 
countries should further strengthen 
solidarity and cooperation, which 
means a lot to global political and 
economic stability and the reform of 
the multilateral system, Wang said.

– Xinhua

BEIJING – Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi yesterday met with Portuguese 
Minister of State and Foreign Affairs 
Paulo Rangel in Beijing.

Noting that this year marks the 
80th anniversary of victory in the 
Chinese People’s War of Resistance 
against Japanese Aggression and the 
World Anti-Fascist War, Wang, also 
a member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, expressed 
China’s appreciation for Portugal 
sending representatives to engage in 
commemorative activities in China.

Portuguese Prime Minister Luis 
Montenegro’s visit to China starting 
today is of great importance as this 
year marks the 20th anniversary of the 
establishment of the comprehensive 
strategic partnership between China 
and Portugal, Wang said.

Wang also noted that China is 
willing to work with Portugal to 
deepen their friendship, enhance 
cooperation and advance bilateral 
relations to a new level.

Rangel thanked China for its 
active preparations for Prime Minister 
Luis Montenegro’s visit, noting that 
Portugal values its relations with 
China greatly and hopes to use the 
visit as an opportunity to promote 
further bilateral cooperation.

The vision embodied by the Global 
Governance Initiative (GGI) has 
fundamental principles that must be 
upheld in addressing global challenges 
and international hotspot issues, Rangel 
said. Portugal is willing to strengthen 
communication with China, and to 
deepen cooperation within multilateral 
mechanisms such as the United 
Nations, he added.       – Xinhua, MPD

Interview
WINDHOEK – Elia Kaiyamo, 

former Namibian ambassador 
to China, says that China’s non-
coercive economic approach has 
benefitted developing nations as 
new US tariffs target some African 
countries.

In a recent interview with 
Xinhua on the sidelines of the 
China-Namibia Investment and 
Trade Fair 2025 in the African 
country’s capital, Windhoek, 
Kaiyamo, who served as 
ambassador from 2016 to 2025, 
shared his reflections on the future 
of bilateral ties.

Addressing a question about 
China’s role in the global economy 
amid the US tariff dispute, 
Kaiyamo emphasized Beijing’s 
cooperative stance.

“China is doing well in terms 
of wanting to cooperate with 
us without pressing us on our 
economies,” he said. “We are 
doing freewill and they are also 
reducing hurdles. As one of the so-
called less developed countries, we 
are benefiting from our status.”

Reviewing his achievements 
during his tenure in China, Kaiyamo 
pointed to grassroots diplomacy. 
“The most important part is the 
relationship between our two 
countries, people-to-people contact,” 
he said, noting his efforts to raise 
awareness of Namibia across China 
and expand study opportunities for 
Namibian students.

Kaiyamo also underscored 
Namibia’s political stability as a 
competitive advantage in attracting 
Chinese investors and tourists.

“Namibia has become a 
preferred destination for tourism... 
as I said in my speech, we stand 
out from our peers,” Kaiyamo 
said. “Namibia has everything 
that Chinese businesses require. 
Namibia is at the forefront in 
making sure that the rule of law 
is implemented. And that makes a 
difference – peace and stability in 
the country.”

The China-Namibia Investment 
and Trade Fair 2025, launched 
on Thursday as the two countries 
marked 35 years of diplomatic 
and economic cooperation, 
showcases opportunities in mining, 
energy, agriculture, infrastructure, 
manufacturing, and services, while 
fostering direct business linkages and 
strengthening bilateral cooperation.

– Xinhua

President Xi Jinping (left) attends a virtual BRICS Summit and delivers an important address titled “Forging Ahead in Solidarity and Cooperation” yesterday.               – Xinhua
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