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Sam meets Industry, Customs

ministers in Beljing

Macau Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (left) shakes hands with Industry and
Information Technology Minister Li Lecheng in Beijing yesterday.

Tony Wong

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
met with Industry and Information
Technology Minister Li Lecheng
in Beijing yesterday where they
exchanged views on advancing
Macau’s new-type industrialisation,
promoting the city’s appropriate
economic diversification through
technological  innovation, and

supporting Macau’s integration into
the nation’s overall development,
according to a statement by the
Macau Government Information
Bureau (GCS) yesterday.

The statement noted that after
attending the nation’s commemorative
activities on Wednesday marking the
80™ anniversary of the victory in the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance

Macau Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (left) shakes hands with Sun Meijun, minister of

the General Administration of Customs, in Beijing yesterday.

Against Japanese Aggression and
the World Anti-Fascist War, Sam is
staying in Beijing until tomorrow
where he is scheduled to meet
top officials of several ministries
and commissions of the central
government, covering topics such
as supporting Macau’s appropriate
economic diversification and its high-
quality development.

Almaty hosts concert commemorating

80™ anniversary of victory in World Anti-Fascist War
Event marks Macau’s Xian Xinghai's 120" birth anniversary

ALMATY — A concert marking
the 80" anniversary of the victory of
the Chinese People’s War of Resis-
tance against Japanese Aggression
and the World Anti-Fascist War,
as well as the 120" anniversary of
Chinese composer Xian Xinghai’s
birth, was held on Wednesday at the
Zhambyl Kazakh State Philharmon-
ic Hall in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

In front of nearly 600 guests from
both China and Kazakhstan, the Bai-
kadamov State Choir of Kazakhstan
and the T. Abdrashev State Academic
Symphony Orchestra  performed
works including The Yellow River
Cantata and Amangeldy.

In his speech, Zhanibek
Abdrashov, head of the Almaty
office of Kazakhstan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, said that
Xian Xinghai’s music is imbued
with patriotism, resilience and
confidence in the future, hailing the
concert as “a vivid manifestation
of Kazakh-Chinese friendship.”

Jiang Wei, the consul general
of China in Almaty, noted in her
speech that the people of China
and Kazakhstan once fought
side by side on the battlefield,
defending world peace with their
blood and lives, which has become
a shared historical memory.

Composer Xian Xinghai was
stranded in Almaty during World
War II, where he befriended Kazakh
musician Bakhytzhan Baikadamov,
said Jiang. She said their bond,
forged in adversity, has since become
a symbol of enduring friendship
between China and Kazakhstan.

To honor this shared history and
jointly build a peaceful future, Jiang
also presented commemorative
medals to the descendants of two
Kazakh veterans, recognizing the
important contributions of the
Kazakh people to the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression.  — Xinhua
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During yesterday morning’s
meeting with Li, the statement said,
Sam expressed his gratitude to the
Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology for its long-standing
support and guidance for Macau’s
development, while underlining
that President Xi Jinping, during his
inspection to Macau late last year,
laid out higher requirements for

Remove stagnant
water regularly
to prevent dengue
and chikungunya fever
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Macau to advance the high-quality
development of the “One Country,
Two Systems” principle.

According to the statement, Sam
underlined that his government is
advancing the planning and devel-
opment of its four future large-scale
projects aiming to inject new impe-
tus into Macau’s development for
the long term, including a science
and technology research and devel-
opment industrial park which aims to
enhance Macau’s innovation ecosys-
tem and foster the city’s appropriate
economic diversification.

Continued on p.3

Journalists watch a robot boxing match at the booth of Unitree at the venue of the
World Smart Industry Expo 2025 in southwestern Chongqing Municipality yesterday.

The four-day fair opens today.

- Xinhua
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China, DPRK reaffirm friendship, vow
closer ties as top leaders hold talks

The top leaders of China and the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) yesterday reaffirmed the long-standing
friendship between the two neighboring countries, pledging further

development of bilateral relations.
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fashion legend.

Italian fashion icon Giorgio
Armani dies at 91

Italian luxury king Giorgio Armani, head of a high-
end lifestyle empire and one of fashion’s most famous
names, has died at the age of 91, sparking tributes to a
— Storyonp. 11
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seriously injured.

Portugal mourns 16 killed in
Lisbon funicular crash

Portugal held a day of national mourning yesterday after
one of Lisbon’s famous funicular trains violently derailed
and killed 16 people, including foreigners, and leaving five

— Story on p. 12
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Councillors raise concerns over
Golden Week traffic arrangements

Armindo Neves

The government-appointed
Northern  District ~ Community
Service  Consultative  Council

held its monthly regular meeting
yesterday, where various concerns
were raised including traffic
arrangements for the National Day
Golden Week and Mid-Autumn
Festival holiday periods.

The first part of the meeting was
open to the media, during which the
councillors raised various issues in
their speeches. The meeting then
proceeded behind closed doors. It
included separate presentations by
four officials, two each from the
Public Security Police (PSP) and
the Transport Bureau (DSAT), about
the National Day Golden Week
Transportation Arrangements.

The two-hour meeting was held
at the Macau Government Service
Centre in Areia Preta district yesterday.

Councillor Zeng Zengwei pointed
out that the National Day holiday
coincides with the Mid-Autumn
Festival, from October 1 to 8§,
resulting in an eight-day holiday for
visitors from the Chinese mainland.
With tourists increasingly preferring
public transport, Zeng suggested the
government extend public transport’s
operating hours and increase the
frequency of public bus and light
rail transit (LRT) services, while also
strengthening oversight of the city’s
taxi services, Zeng said.

Councillor Sio Hin Wa
highlighted that bus routes serving
the Qingmao border pedestrian
checkpoint are currently scattered
across multiple nearby bus stops,
and there are no dedicated “casino
shuttle bus” routes there. Sio urged
the government to take reference

Northern District Community Service Consultative Council Deputy Convenor
Chan lan lan (left) and fellow councillor Chan Ka In pose during yesterday’s press
briefing after the government-appointed council’s closed-door meeting at the Macau

Government Service Centre in Areia Preta district.

from the arrangements at the Barrier
Gate pedestrian-and-vehicle border
checkpoint and proposed studying
the feasibility of setting up a central
bus terminal and coach drop-oft/
pick-up zone close to the Qingmao
checkpoint, Sio said.

Zeng and Sio made the
suggestions when the meeting was
still open to the media.

In the regular post-meeting
press briefing, the council’s deputy
convenor Chanlanlanandcouncillor
Chan Ka In underlined that the
government has implemented a
comprehensive traffic management
plan for the Golden Week holiday
period, coordinating its preparations
across different government entities
to be ready to handle the expected
surge in visitors during the eight-
day break.

They pointed out that the two
local public bus companies will be
reinforced with extra staff, special
shuttle buses, and temporary routes
—such as the 21 AT and 26 AT — while
key areas including the Barrier Gate

- Photo: Armindo Neves

area, Avenida de Almeida Ribeiro
and Macau Tower, will have
crowd control measures in place.
Additional night bus services will
run earlier than usual on October 1
and 6 to accommodate spectators of
the International Fireworks Display,
both said.

According to the press briefing,
the four officials said that residents
should travel during off-peak hours
whenever possible, while real-
time traffic information would be
available through mobile apps,
digital signage, and information
counters to assist public navigation.
The Public Security Police and
Traffic Bureau will monitor
conditions closely and adjust
transport arrangements dynamically
to balance the needs of both tourists
and local commuters throughout the
holiday period, the two Chans said.

The dates of the 33 Macao
International Fireworks Display
Contest are September 6, 13, 20
and October 1 (National Day) and 6
(Mid-Autumn Festival). B

10 local brands debut at CENTRESTAGE

Armindo Neves

The  government’s  Macau
Productivity and  Technology
Transfer Centre (CPTTM)

announced in a statement yesterday
that it has organised 10 local fashion
brands to participate in Hong
Kong’s CENTRESTAGE.
CENTRESTAGE, the statement
noted, is Hong Kong’s premier
international fashion event
organised by the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC).
The four-day event taking place
at the Hong Kong Convention and

in HK: CPTTM

Exhibition Centre ends tomorrow.
The exhibition features six thematic
zones and has attracted over 260
brands from 25 countries and
regions. It is open to both industry
professionals and the general public
free of charge.

CPTTM said in the statement
that it aims to leverage Macau’s
participation in CENTRESTAGE as
a platform to increase international
exposure for local brands, thereby
expanding their export channels and
opportunities for global collaboration.
On Wednesday afternoon, a dedicated
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Macau Weather

VERY HOT.

FINE APART FROM CLOUDY
PERIODS.

ONE OR TWO SHOWERS AT FIRST.
FORCE 2 TO 4 EASTTO
SOUTHEASTERLY WINDS.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL

RANGE BETWEEN
60% AND 95%. &
Source: SMG |

“Macao Fashion Parade” was held to
showcase the creativity and design
talent of these brands, the statement
said.

The statement pointed out that,
in addition to hosting a dedicated
fashion parade, a Macao Pavilion
branded exhibition zone has been
set up at the event, featuring
multiple buyer negotiation
sessions. Over 100 clothing and
accessory designs from Macau are
being showcased to buyers and
visitors from around the world,
including women’s wear, Chinese-
style formal attire, and modern
accessories, the statement said.

According to the statement,
local brands participating in
the exhibition comprise ALTA
BELLA, C/W COLLECTIVE,
Demi*D, Earlyink, ella épeler, LA
FINE, MIJADE, SHEFEELING,
Yukwa, and XU’S. These brands,
the statement said, all passed the
rigorous selection process of a
professional jury and, consequently,
are qualified to take part in the
exhibition due to their unique
design concepts and outstanding
creative capabilitics. B

Your trusted source for real news FRIDAY September 5, 2025

Police arrest 2 loan sharks for
falsely imprisoning gambler

Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ)
arrested two men from the

mainland on Wednesday for usury
and falsely imprisoning a female
gambler, PJ spokesman Chong
Kam Leong said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

Chong identified the suspects
as a 32-year-old male surnamed
Wang who claimed to be jobless,
and a 29-year-old construction
worker surnamed Yu.

According to Chong, the police
received a report from a mainland
man on Wednesday afternoon that
his wife was being held against her
will in a hotel guestroom in Cotai
due to debts from high-interest
gambling loans. Upon arrival, PJ
officers apprehended Wang and Yu
in the guestroom.

Chong noted that on Tuesday
afternoon, after the victim had
gambled away all her money at a
casino in Cotai, Wang persuaded
her to borrow money for gambling.
Once she agreed, Wang took her
to a hotel guestroom to discuss
the loan with another man, who
was still at large at the time of
the press conference. After the
“negotiations”, the man agreed to
lend her HK$200,000 for gambling
under specific conditions. She
would receive only HK$150,000
of the total amount, as she needed
to come up with the remaining

HK$50,000. Additionally, 25
percent of her winnings would be
taken as “interest” whenever she
won a round with 8 or 9 points.
Furthermore, she was required
to sign an IOU of 200,000 yuan
and pledge her mainland resident
identity card as collateral.

After the victim agreed to the
terms, she handed over the IOU
and her ID card to the man. Later
that day, following the man’s
instructions, Wang and Yu took her
to a casino in Cotai to gamble. By
early Wednesday morning, after
the victim had gambled away all
the borrowed money, they all left
the casino. At 10 a.m. that same
day, Wang and Yu returned to the
victim’s hotel guestroom to demand
repayment of the debt. When the
victim was unable to repay, they
refused to leave and prevented her
from leaving the room. Eventually,
the victim found an opportunity to
call her husband who reported the
case to the police on her behalf.

Chong noted that the victim was
charged HK$100,000 in “interest”
and was held for three hours.
The police seized HK$1,600 and
two mobile phones from the two
suspects. Under questioning, both
Wang and Yu refused to cooperate.

The duo were transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP)
yesterday, facing charges of false
imprisonment and usury. B

Police nab 3 locals, mainlander
for fake employment

Ada Lei

The Judiciary Police (PJ) have
recently arrested a mainland man,
a local man and a local couple
for their involvement in fake
employment, PJ spokesman Chong
Kam Leong said during a regular
press conference yesterday.

Chong identified the suspects as
a 38-year-old local man surnamed
Li who told the police that he is
a kitchen helper, a 38-year-old
male surnamed Zhang who was
illegally hired as a non-resident
worker (NRW) at a logistics shop,
and a 48-year-old female surnamed
Huang who owned the shop, along
with her 36-year-old husband
surnamed Jiang who worked as the
shop’s manager.

According to Chong, the
Judiciary Police (PJ) received a
tip-off on January 20 about Zhang,
who was actively engaged in
illegal activities at casinos in the
city centre, and was also suspected
of involvement in fraudulent
employment. The police discovered
that Zhang had been fraudulently
hired by the logistics shop in the
city centre, which was then run by
Wang and Jiang, but had gone out
of business in February.

Chong said that Huang and
Jiang met Zhang through a
mutual friend in mid-2023. To
obtain a NRW quota, the couple
first falsely hired their friend Li
and then applied for the NRW
quota, thereby assisting Zhang in

obtaining a blue card. Chong noted
that during Zhang’s employment
from 2023 to 2025, he spent a
significant amount of time in
mainland China and did not live
in Macau for extended periods of
time, which clearly contradicted
his claimed employment status.
The police recently arrested
Huang and Jiang in their flat in the
city centre, as well as Li and Zhang
separately at the Barrier Gate
checkpoint. Under questioning,
Huang and Jiang admitted to
arranging fraudulent employment
for Zhang, who claimed to have
paid them HK$20,000. Li told the
police that he did not receive any
“remuneration” from the couple.
The four suspects have
been transferred to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP), facing
charges for their involvement in
arranging fake employment. m
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Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman

Chong Kam Leong looks on during

yesterday’s regular press conference.
- Photo: Ada Lei
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Tony Wong

The Progress Promotion Union (UPP)
candidacy group, the No.3 on the ballot paper for
the 2025 direct legislative election, puts special
emphasis on measures improving residents’
daily lives in various aspects and boosting the
local economy, while also advocating improved
governance, Macau’s strengthened roles on
various international cooperation platforms, and
urban renewal and development.

The group is one of the six candidacy
groups running in the ongoing direct election
with polling day on September 14.

The UPPlisthas fielded incumbent lawmakers
Leong Hong Sai, 58, and Ngan Iek Hang, 41, as
its first and second-ranked candidates for the
2025 direct election. Four years ago, the list won
two seats when Leong and Ngan were also the
first and second-ranked candidates.

Both became legislators for the first time
in the 2021 direct election.

Leong is a civil engineer by profession,
while Ngan works in the banking sector.

Leong has been a candidate of the UPP
group since the 2009 direct election, ranking
fourth, seventh and fifth in 2009, 2013 and
2017 respectively, while Ngan ran in the
direct legislative election for the first time
four years ago.

The group has fielded Lam Ka Chun, 48,
as its third-ranked candidate for the 2025
direct election.

Lam, an Air Macau pilot by profession,
stood as a candidate for the direct legislative
election for the first time four years ago, when
he was the fifth-ranked candidate.

The group comprises 10 candidates for the
direct legislative election this time.

The UPP group has run in the legislature’s
direct election since 1992, when Macau was still
under temporary Portuguese administration.

The group has won one or two seats in
every direct legislative election since it first
took part in 1992.

The group is the electoral vehicle of
the influential Macau General Union of
Neighbourhood Associations (commonly
known as Kai Fong in Cantonese), one of the
city’s biggest community associations.

Kou Hoi In, who has been the president
of the legislature since 2019, joined the
legislature in 1991 when a by-election was
held. He was the second-ranked candidate
of the UPP group, which won two directly-
elected seats in the by-election at that time.
He was re-elected in both the 1992 and 1996
direct elections when he stood as the second-
ranked candidate of the UPP group.
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Progress Promotion Union (UPP) group emphasises

improving residents’ daily lives
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Uniago Promotora Para O Progresso

Leong Hong Sai (front, second from left), the first-ranked candidate of the Progress Promotion Union (UPP) candidacy group, its second-ranked candidate
Ngan lek Hang (front, second from right), its third-ranked candidate Lam Ka Chun (front, left), and Ng Siu Lai (front, centre), the candidacy group’s official
representative, as well as other candidates address a press conference on Sunday about the group’s political platform, at the headquarters of the Macau General

Union of Neighbourhood Associations in Toi San district.

After the establishment of the Macau Special
Administrative Region (MSAR) on December
20, 1999, the first legislative elections were held
in 2001 when Kou ran in the indirect election,
representing the business sector. Since then,
Kou has been an indirectly-elected lawmaker,
representing the business sector.

Kou did not seek re-election in the ongoing
indirect legislative election.

The UPP group’s political platform for
the 2025 direct election comprises five major
aspects, namely residents’ daily life matters,
boosting the economy, good governance,
Macau’s expanding roles on different service
platforms, and urban development.

In the first aspect laid out by its political
platform for the direct election this time, the
candidacy group called for improved quality
in various aspects of the city’s social services
provided to the elderly and children.

The group urges the government to
improve its public healthcare services with the
aim of better safeguarding residents’ health,
while also rolling out fresh measures aiming
to help young local people pursue career and
personal development.

The group stresses the need to improve
the city’s public transport infrastructure,
while also urging the government to improve
the connectivity between the city’s public
bus services and Light Rapid Transit (LRT)
services.

The group calls for applications for
subsidised home-ownership scheme (HOS)

Low pressure area set to form
within 2 days: observatory

Armindo Neves

The Macau  Meteorological and
Geophysical Bureau (SMG) announced on
its website yesterday morning that a low-
pressure area was set to form within two days.

According to the announcement, the
low-pressure area is expected to form in
the central South China Sea within two
days. The observatory forecast the area
would move towards the western coast of
Guangdong Province from the weekend
to early next week, bringing significant
changes to local weather conditions.

The bureau said that due to its relatively
fast movement towards the coastal area
and slow intensification, it remained
uncertain whether the low-pressure area
would develop into a tropical cyclone,

therefore requiring further monitoring of its
movement.

According to the announcement, there
is significant divergence among different
forecast models regarding the development
of this low-pressure area. The observatory
said that most models show that from the
weekend onwards, showers will increase
and winds will strengthen along the coast of

Guangdong.
Under the influence of the associated
cloud and rain band, the weather

station forecast persistent showers and
thunderstorms affecting the Pearl River
Delta early next week. The bureau urged
the public to follow the bureau’s latest
weather forecasts and to adjust their outdoor
activities and travel plans accordingly. B

flats to be carried out on a regular and
permanent basis.

The group urges the government to roll out
new measures aiming to facilitate the proper
maintenance of buildings across the city.

The group also calls for the stronger
protection of consumers’ rights and benefits.

In the second aspect, the group’s political
platform urges the government to roll out special
measures aiming to support new graduates in
securing jobs, while also calling for strengthened
measures to help local small- and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) upgrade their business
operations, including digital transformation.

The group calls for strengthening the
city’s role as a world tourism and leisure city,
including an expansion of air passenger routes
serving the city.

The group also calls for strengthened
development of the city’s non-gaming
attractions, while also urging the government
to ensure that the city’s six gaming operators
will shoulder stronger corporate responsibility.

The group urges the government to continue
to diversify the city’s industries with the aim of
creating new engines for economic growth.

The group also calls for the government to
roll out fresh measures to more strongly support
the development of the city’s emerging industries.

In the third aspect, the group’s political
platform  emphasises the government’s
commitment to safeguarding national security
while also urging the government to improve
its coordination with the legislature concerning

- Photo: MPDG

the drafting of new pieces of legislation.

The group calls for the government to
reform its accountability system for officials.

The group also calls for e-government
services to cover more aspects concerning
residents’ daily lives.

The group urges the government to reform
its current system for consulting community
associations about its policy-making.

In the fourth aspect, the candidacy group’s
political platform calls for the government
to enhance the capability of Macau’s role as
a business service platform with the aim of
enabling the city to make greater contributions
to the nation’s overall development.

The group calls for Macau’s stronger
integration into the development of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay
Area (GBA), with the aim of making it more
convenient for Macau residents to live, work
or study in the GBA.

The candidacy group also emphasises
the need for the local government to ensure
concrete achievements in the development of
the Guangdong-Macau In-Depth Cooperation
Zone in Hengqin.

In the fifth aspect, the group urges the
government to ensure that its four large-scale
projects for Macau’s long-term development
will get off the ground.

The group urges the government to complete
drafting its urban plans for the city’s various
districts, while advancing and accelerating
urban renewal of the city’s old quarters. B

Sam meets Industry, Customs
ministers in Beijing

Continued from p.1

During the meeting, Sam said that the
Macau government expects to deepen
cooperation with the ministry in technological
innovation and industrial collaboration, adding
that his government will seek guidance from
the ministry on the planned industrial park’s
strategic role, development path, industrial
layout, and the acquisition and allocation of
technological innovation talents, with the
aim of fostering the commercialisation of
scientific and technological achievements and
enhancing Macau’s overall competitiveness.

According to the statement, Sam also
pledged the local government’s commit-
ment to strengthening Macau’s internal
and external connectivity and enriching the
city’s role as a service platform between

China and Portuguese-speaking countries.
Meanwhile, according to a separate GCS
statement last night, Sam met with the minister
of the General Administration of Customs, Sun
Meijun, yesterday afternoon where he expressed
his gratitude to the General Administration
of Customs for rolling out new measures
aiming to facilitate Macau’s integration into
the development of the Guangdong-Macau
In-Depth Cooperation Zone in Henggin.
According to the statement, Sam said dur-
ing the meeting that he expects strengthened
cooperation between the local government
and the General Administration of Customs
based on the solid foundation of collaboration
between the two sides, with the aim of facili-
tating the in-depth cooperation zone in achiev-
ing its second-phase development goals. B
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fivst festival

forthe

Interview by Rui Pastorin

acau’s first ever performing arts festival specifically for under-fives is
taking place across two weeks, having kicked off yesterday and offering
something for both parents and young ones to enjoy.

Organised by the local Big Mouse Kids Drama Group in conjunction
with the Macau Innovative Network of Infants Arts Association, “CUTE [Creativity
Utilised Theatre Experiment] fest 2025 is set to be held through next Sunday, September
14.To learn more about its ideas and an upcoming local show, the Post spoke with
festival producer CK Chan Si Kei, show choreographer Chloe Lao Cho Wa, and Big
Mouse Kids Drama Group President and Director of local show “Wonders of Mummy’s
Tummy” Ivan Au Chi Hang earlier this week.

The festival

The Big Mouse Kids Drama Group has been hard at work exploring and developing
theatre for the very young, and in 2018 they premiered the first locally created production
for infants in Macau titled “Little Bath Wonders”, its reception indicating strong demand
for such arts events, according to information provided to the Post.

“Little by little, step by step, we developed our philosophy and our idea and what
we believe is to provide arts experience to everyone, no matter how old they are”,
Chan pointed out. Au added that the group is “very keen to share the art of theatre for
every age”, whether they are zero years old or teenagers. “They have the right to enjoy
everything in the theatre”.

Initiatives to promote theatres for the early age, including collaborative workshops
and related theatre productions have been launched by the group over the years. A
festival-style event had been planned in 2023 that was to feature programmes from
Macau and elsewhere, along with workshops. However, factors like the COVID-19
pandemic and sponsorship issues had led to its postponement. But efforts persisted.

And with the “CUTE fest 20257, which is part of a two-year plan, it aims to achieve
a number of objectives in addition to establishing a festival for toddlers and infants,
among which is creating a platform to connect local and international artists involved in
creating theatre for the very young, as well as open up and grow the market and expand
local promotion, according to the interviewees.

Aside from shows, the programme includes informative workshops for early
childhood educators and theatre creators, as well as related sessions, Chan noted. The
performances, meanwhile, are namely the classical music theatre for toddlers “Mr.
Satie - Made in Paper” by Poland’s Teatr Atofri, the colourful dance theatre for babies
and toddlers titled “In The Painters’ Studio” performed by Singapore-based The Kueh
Tutus, and the local group’s interactive theatre for both babies
and toddlers “Wonders of Mummy’s Tummy”.

Au said that each show is unique, highlighting that they
all have something for their target audiences and their parents
to enjoy.

‘Wonders of Mummy’s Tummy’

Ideas for the local show started when the creative team
began wondering what a baby might experience “inside
mummy’s tummy” including what they might have sensed,
possibly remembered, and their reactions to touch. These
curiosities prompted further discussion, according to Au.

Through a dedicated team and their joint efforts towards
everything from research to the set, “Wonders of Mummy’s
Tummy” was created. It marks the third production by Big
Mouse Kids Drama Group for the very young, and this
time features dedicated sessions for both infants (from 8 to 24 months) and toddlers
(from 2 to 5 years), exploring different audience dimensions and adjusting the show
accordingly. And while it is geared towards these age groups, the team never forgets
about the parents, having them in mind for each production, said Au, ensuring that
they “can enjoy it together”. The show attempts to recreate wonderful initial moments
between parents and children, Lao added, noting: “They want to create a wonderful
time. Not just for the kids. But the family altogether”.

Running for two weekends at the Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) starting tomorrow,
the show provides a sensory adventure in a safe environment where young showgoers
are also allowed to feel how they feel. It features props and a set all made by its design
team, all engaging various senses across three different sections, according to Au and
Chan. The set enables everyone to sit and explore each part for the whole show, with a
performance taking place across the different areas, Chan said.

Young showgoers and their parents can also choose to interact with and join the
performers, possibly leading to a different show each time, Lao noted. CK highlighted
that for shows like this, it’s all about discovery, motivating parents to be a bit more
hands-off and allow for exploration.

Altogether, they hope to help create an early memory of a wonderful moment
between parents and children, with Chan highlighting that this is “a shared experience”,
emphasising the importance of being present. “Maybe they don’t remember the exact
things that happened, but they’ll always remember the feeling of company and sharing
joy”, she pointed out.

Producer CK Chan Si Kei (centre), show choreographer Chloe Lao Cho Wa (right), and Big Mouse
Kids Drama Group President and Director of local show “Wonders of Mummy’s Tummy” Ivan Au Chi
Hang pose after the Post interview earlier this week. — Photo: Rui Pastorin
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Photos of a previous
show in April provided
by the organisers.

A platform to connect everyone

CK and Lao both also highlighted that the importance of early exposure and
attending theatre shows together, pointing out that this is a good way to enable
bonding between families, with Au adding that it could possibly promote future
interest among those who experienced the arts carly.

Moreover, Lao remarked on the importance of having a space that allows parents
and their kids to enjoy at the same time. And the theatre can do just that. Early exposure
to this type of theatre, according to both Lao and Chan, also engages and develops all
five senses, along with other things like identity and creativity. “Everything actually
happens together. So art is one of the best mediums”, Lao said, while Chan added that
art can shape their creativity and how they understand the world.

All interviewees highlighted the significance of hosting the festival as well as
watching theatre shows at an early age, highlighting “the power of the arts”.

As a whole, Lao added that the festival is hoped to “open the floor” for everyone
to share their ideas. Chan said they hope that the festival can act as a platform that
they can build up to connect everyone and encourage exchange.

The festival runs through next Sunday, with ticketing and more details available
by visiting https://www.dartmacau.com/cutefest2025
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Shell launches first

EV charging station

in Macau, at StarWorld

Khalel Vallo

Shell Macau Petroleum Company said
in a statement yesterday that it has officially
launched its first electronic vehicle (EV)
charging station in Macau, marking a key
step in expanding sustainable mobility
solutions in the city.

The new Shell Recharge station, located
in the basement carpark of StarWorld
Hotel in Nape, is equipped with two fast-
charging points and six medium-charging
points, according to Shell. Supporting both
Guobiao (GB) and the Combined Charging
System (CCS) standards, the station is
compatible with a wide range of EV models,
the statement added.

GB is the official, national standard
charging plug for electric vehicles in the
Chinese mainland, whereas CCS is the most
common international standard charging plug,
combining AC and DC charging into a single
inlet, used in North America and Europe.

The facility is powered by Shell
Recharge’s management system, which
allows drivers to manage and pay for
charging sessions through the Shell Recharge
website or mobile app, the statement said.

According to Shell, the launch
demonstrates the company’s commitment
to providing convenient charging solutions
for local EV users. Berry Wong, general
manager of mobility Hong Kong and Macau
at Shell Hong Kong Limited, said that the
company is actively exploring new locations
for expansion. “We plan to introduce
charging facilities at existing traditional

This undated handout photo provided by Shell
Macau Petroleum Company Limited (Shell)
yesterday shows the Shell Recharge station at
StarWorld Hotel in Nape.

fuel stations, empowering electric vehicle
drivers with greater convenience on their
journeys,” she said.

Shell noted in the statement that mobility
solutions should enhance accessibility while
supporting sustainability. By the end of 2024,
the company operated about 73,000 public
charging points worldwide, spanning service
stations, transport hubs, roadside locations,
and supermarkets, the statement said, adding
that the new facility aims to reinforce Shell’s
global commitment to building infrastructure
for the growing EV market. m

Acrobatic show‘Swan’ to debut for
National Day, Mid-Autumn Festival

Khalel Vallo

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
announced in a statement earlier this week
that it will celebrate National Day and
the Mid-Autumn Festival (colloquially
also known as “Mooncake Festival”) by
staging an event titled “Commemorative
Performance of the 76" Anniversary of the
National Day of the People’s Republic of
China and the Haojiang Moonlight Night —
New Acrobatic Show ‘Swan’” on September
30 and October 1 starting at 8 p.m. at The
Venetian Theatre in Cotai. Ticket sales
started yesterday.
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This poster released by the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC) on Tuesday promotes the New Acrobatic Show
“Swan” taking place at The Venetian Theatre in
Cotai on September 30 and October 1.

Haojiang is Macau’s classical and poetic
alternative name that is still very much in
use today, primarily in formal, literary, or
cultural contexts.

Jointly organised by the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism in Beijing and the
local government’s Secretariat for Social
Affairs and Culture, in conjunction with the
bureau, the commemorative performance
is supported by integrated resort operator
Sands China Ltd., the statement said.

Produced by award-winning Guangzhou
Acrobatic Arts Theatre Co. Ltd., “Swan” tells
the story of acrobat Yu Meng’s dedication
to training and transformation in pursuit of
success on stage, according to the statement.
The show aims to guide audiences between
“dream” and “reality” through a blend of
national-level artistry and visual spectacle,
the statement added.

Selected for the National Arts Creative
Fund Programme and honoured with the
“Outstanding  Production Award”, the
performance is delivered by choreographer
Zhao Ming, in conjunction with artistic
director Wu Zhengdan, founder of the
renowned “Shoulder Ballet”, together with
a team of leading artists, the statement said.

Inspired by Russian composer Pyotr
Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s “Swan Lake” ballet, the
production integrates Chinese acrobatics and
music, aiming to present a fusion of Chinese
and Occidental arts, the statement added.

The bureau said that tickets are priced
at 200, 300, and 400 patacas, adding that
holders of Macau ID, student, teacher,
senior citizen, or disability assessment cards
will receive a 50 percent discount. Tickets
are available from Enjoy Macao Ticketing,
with Cotai Ticketing sales to be announced
lateron. m
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PO Art Studio tells stories
of 2"4-gen Filipinos through
‘Pinoy Street’ tour

Khalel Vallo

PO Art Studio has launched a project titled
“Living Here, Living Together”, offering an
audio-guided walk that presents the stories of
second-generation Filipinos in Macau

The project, which started on Wednesday,
will end on Sunday.

The non-profit initiative, introduced by the
studio, invites participants to explore “Pinoy
Street” through pre-recorded audio delivered
in Tagalog and Cantonese with written
Chinese and English translations, according
to a recent statement from the studio.

Due to its many Philippines-related shops,
hair salons and other businesses, the city
centre’s Rua da Alfandega is colloquially
known as “Pinoy Street”.

A booklet with instructions is included
in the activity to guide participants along
the route at their own pace, allowing them to
learn about the local Filipino community’s
experiences. “Through these stories, we hope
to evoke awareness of shared humanity across
society,” the studio said in its statement.

Speaking to the Post in Largo de Santo
Agostinho near “Pinoy Street” yesterday, Gary
Ao Ieong Wun Un, the project lead and tour
guide, said that the inspiration of the project
came from his own experiences. “At first, it
was just curiosity, but later I realised that we
actually share a lot of daily experiences and
challenges,” he said, adding that the project
depicts a “spectrum” of second-generation
identities, ranging from stronger ties to
Filipino heritage and closer alignment to
Macau, with some caught in between.

Gary, a Macau-born Chinese, stressed that
the key message for the public is twofold, as
he wants people to know more about the daily
experiences of Filipinos in Macau. “I want
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This poster provided by PO Art Studio yesterday
promotes the ongoing tour, titled “Living Here,
Living Together”, in Largo de Santo Agostinho.

them to feel they are not alone, and that others
also face similar struggles,” he added.

Gary emphasised that while the project is
not intended as a grand contribution, it aims to
add a voice to Macau’s ongoing conversations
on identity and belonging. “Identity is not
only about perception, rather that it’s about the
way that we behave,” he told the Post. He also
expressed satisfaction and positive feedback
from both local and Filipino residents, who
felt more connected after the experience.

The tour, which is free of charge, is
available between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. today,
tomorrow and on Sunday, setting off from
Largo de Santo Agostinho (St Augustine’s
Square — f& JHATH), with online registration
at tally.so/r/w7gKkR m

Kristina Vallesteros
Galaxy Macau and the Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC) have entered into a four-
year strategic partnership to host three UFC
Fight Night events at Galaxy Arena between
2026 and 2029, according to a statement
provided by the integrated resort yesterday.
The agreement is set to bring the premier
mixed martial arts (MMA) events to the
region. The statement said the collaboration
aimed to cement Macau’s position on the
global sports and entertainment stage and add
a new dimension to the city’s event calendar.
As part of the arrangement, Galaxy Macau
will also host the opening round of the 2026
season of “Road to UFC”, a talent-development
tournament for elite emerging fighters from the
Asia-Pacific region, added the statement. The
statement noted that winners of the tournament
will advance to earn contracts with the UFC.
Each UFC Fight Night event in Macau will
be accompanied by a week-long programme

ear partnership

This undated and
unlocated handout
photo provided
by Galaxy Macau
recently shows
UFC CEO and
President Dana
White (right) and
Chief Operating
Officer of Galaxy
Entertainment
Group (GEG)
Kevin Kelley
shaking hands.

of activities, including fan meet-and-greets
and appearances by star fighters, the statement
added.

Chief Operating Officer — Macau of
Galaxy Entertainment Group (GEG) Kevin
Kelley, was quoted in the statement as saying:
“The partnership reflects the company’s
support for the Macau government’s vision to
integrate tourism and sports.”

UFC President and CEO Dana White was
also quoted as saying: “This new partnership
with Galaxy Macau couldn’t come at a better
time. It’s great for fight fans in [the whole of]
China and massive for the sport.”

The statement highlighted the success
of the 2024 UFC Fight Night event held at
Galaxy Macau, which was sold out and drew
an audience of 12,000. This new strategic
partnership, the statement said, contributes to
the city’s continued economic diversification
by elevating its profile as a destination for
world-class sports entertainment. |
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Xi, Sassou Nguesso announce
elevating bilateral ties

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping
and President of the Republic of
the Congo Denis Sassou Nguesso
yesterday jointly announced
upgrading bilateral ties to a high-level
community with a shared future.

The announcement was made
during Xi’s meeting with Sassou
Nguesso, who is in China for
commemorations marking the 80®
anniversary of the victory in the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression and the
World Anti-Fascist War.

Xi noted that the relationship
between China and the Republic
of the Congo stands as a model of
China-Africa friendship.

The two sides should leverage
the political advantages of friendship
and mutual trust, and explore new
paths for cooperation, Xi said.

Faced with a world of change
and disorder, China and Africa,
as important members of the
Global South, must shoulder the
historic responsibility of upholding
international fairness and justice,
safeguarding world peace, and
promoting common development.

A

President Xi Jinping (right) shakes hands with President of the Republic of the Congo
Denis Sassou Nguesso at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday. Sassou
Nguesso is in China for commemorations marking the 80" anniversary of the victory in
the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression and the World

Anti-Fascist War.

Sassou Nguesso said that the
elevation of relations between China
and the Republic of the Congo has
established a new framework for
common prosperity and development
of the two countries.

As a co-chair of the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation, the
Republic of the Congo is willing to

- Xinhua

work with China to advance China-
Africa cooperation and achieve
greater progress, he said.

The Republic of the Congo fully
supports the Global Governance
Initiative proposed by President Xi,
Sassou Nguesso said, noting that it is a
significant proposal that would benefit
countries of the Global South. — Xinhua

Xi meets Slovak prime minister

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping
met with Slovak Prime Minister
Robert Fico in Beijing yesterday.

Fico is in China to attend
commemorations marking the 80
anniversary of the victory in the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance

2

President Xi Jinping (right) shakes hands with Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico at the

against Japanese Aggression and the
World Anti-Fascist War.

Xi called on the two countries to
uphold the vision of a community
with a shared future for humanity,
practice true multilateralism, and
promote the reform and improvement

Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday. Fico is in China to attend commemorations
marking the 80" anniversary of the victory in the Chinese People’s War of Resistance

against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War.

- Xinhua

of the global governance system.

China stands ready to work with
Slovakia to strengthen high-level
exchanges, firmly support each other’s
development paths, and actively
advance practical cooperation in areas
such as new energy, infrastructure and
logistics, Xi said.

He expressed hope that Slovakia
will continue to play a positive role
in promoting the sound and stable
development of China-EU relations.

Fico said Slovakia attaches
great importance to its relations
with China, and is ready to
deepen exchanges on governance
experience, strengthen cooperation
in various fields, further facilitate
personnel exchanges, and welcome
more Chinese enterprises to invest
and do business in Slovakia.

Slovakia is willing to maintain
close communication and coordination
with China and actively work for the
reform and improvement of the global
governance system, he said. — Xinhua

Taiwan’s Lai Ching-te slammed for remarks
on V-Day commemoration

BEIJING — A Chinese mainland
spokesperson yesterday denounced
remarks made by Taiwan leader Lai
Ching-te on V-Day commemoration.

Lai’s remarks “fully exposed
the ugly face and evil nature of the
‘Taiwan independence’ separatist
forces, who betray history and the
nation, desecrate the martyrs, and
obliterate conscience,” said Chen
Binhua, spokesperson for the Taiwan
Affairs Office of the State Council.

Chen made the comments when
asked about Lai’s social media posts
on Wednesday that misrepresented
the commemorations held in Beijing

to mark the 80" anniversary of the
victory of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression
and the World Anti-Fascist War. His
posts also smeared the mainland.
September 3 marks the Victory
Day of the War of Resistance against Jap-
anese Aggression, a day of pride for all
Chinese at home and abroad, Chen said.
However, Lai glorified aggression
and incited confrontation on the
same day as V-Day, and his remarks
reflected a complete loss of national
stance, openly challenged justice
and conscience, and deeply hurt the
feelings of compatriots on both sides

of the Taiwan Strait, Chen noted.
Noting that Taiwan is a part of
China and Taiwan compatriots are part
of the Chinese nation, Chen stressed
that during the war, people across
China, including those in Taiwan, rose
in resistance and ultimately won the
nation’s first complete victory against
foreign aggression in modern times.
The spokesperson warned that any
attempt to distort the history of the War
of Resistance and the WWII is doomed
to fail, and any force that attempts to go
against the Chinese people or separate
the country will only bring about its
own destruction. — Xinhua
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China refutes EU official’s
statements on V-Day
commemorations

BEIJING — A Chinese foreign
ministry  spokesperson  said
yesterday that the statements by an
EU official are full of ideological
bias without basic historical
common sense, and blatantly stoke
rivalry and confrontation.

Spokesperson  Guo  Jiakun
made the remarks at a regular press
briefing when asked to comment on
the statements of Kaja Kallas, the
High Representative for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy of the
European Commission, who said
that China standing with Russia,
Iran, and the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) during
the commemoration is not just
anti-Western optics but also a
direct challenge to the international
system built on rules.

“It’s a disrespect to the
history of World War II and
harms the EU’s own interests. It’s
very wrongful and irresponsible.
China firmly opposes and
condemns that,” Guo said.

Guo stressed that the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression is
an important part of the World
Anti-Fascist War.

Eighty years ago, with
enormous national  sacrifice,
the Chinese people made great
contributions to saving humanity’s
civilization and defending world
peace. At that time, friends from
Russia, the United States and
some European countries offered
precious assistance and support
to the Chinese people in their
resistance against aggression,
said Guo.

“Only by remembering history
can we truly uphold peace,” Guo
said, adding that China hosted
the events commemorating the
80th anniversary of the victory
of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance  Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War in order to remember
history, honor the fallen heroes,
cherish peace and create a better

~

future, and to jointly defend the
victorious outcomes of World
War II and post-war international
order with all peace-loving
countries in the world.

Twenty-six foreign heads of
state and government, more than
20 high-level representatives of
foreign governments and heads of
international organizations, and over
100 diplomatic envoys from other
countries, including 19 European
countries, attended the events,
according to the spokesperson.

“We have the participation
from five continents across
the world. The participation
is highly representative. That
precisely shows the international
community has wide recognition
of the historic contribution of
China’s war of resistance and
its world significance as well
as the common aspiration and
determination to safeguard world
peace and stability,” Guo said.

Noting that in the current
volatile and turbulent international
landscape, the world needs,
more than ever, solidarity and
cooperation, Guo said Europe,
where World War II was unleashed,
is supposed to have a far deeper
understanding of the lessons of
history and the importance of unity.
However, some EU leaders have
been sticking to Cold-War mentality
and severe ideological bias and
deliberately created division and
confrontation. This does not serve
the EU’s own interests and will
further harm its reputation and
influence in the world.

“We hope some in the EU
will abandon their prejudice and
arrogance, establish a correct
historical perspective of World
War 1II and a rational perception
of China, immediately correct
the wrongful remarks, undo
negative influence and contribute
to a more peaceful and stable
world and sound China-EU

relations, rather than the other
way around,” Guo said. — Xinhua
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Premier Li Qiang (right) shakes hands with Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing yesterday. Sharif is in
China for the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2025, as well as
commemorations marking the 80" anniversary of the victory in the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-

Fascist War.

- Xinhua
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China, DPRK reaffirm friendship, vow closer ties

BEIJING — The top leaders of China
and the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK) yesterday reaffirmed the
long-standing friendship between the two
neighboring countries, pledging further
development of bilateral relations.

The messages came as Xi Jinping, general
secretary of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee and president of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC), held
talks with Kim Jong Un, general secretary of
the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of
the State Affairs of the DPRK, in Beijing.

General Secretary Kim Jong Un came to
China to attend commemorations marking
the 80™ anniversary of the victory in the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War. This demonstrated the DPRK’s
firm resolve to safeguard the outcomes of
the victory in World War II, and provided an
important opportunity for the two parties and
two countries to further develop friendly and
cooperative relations, Xi said.

China and the DPRK are good neighbors,
good friends and good comrades who share a
common destiny and stand by each other, he said.

The CPC and the Chinese government
highly value the traditional friendship between
the two countries and are ready to maintain,
consolidate and develop sound China-DPRK

Xi meets Cuban

as top
; /;"/‘ ‘

leaders hold talks

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and Chinese president
(right), shakes hands with Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of
the State Affairs of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

yesterday.

ties, Xi said.

China is willing to strengthen high-level
exchanges and strategic communication, deepen
exchanges of experience in party and state
governance, and enhance mutual understanding

president
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Xi Jinping (right), general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and Chinese
president, shakes hands with Miguel Diaz-Canel, first secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Cuba and Cuban president, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.

(Related photo on p.8)

BEIJING — Xi Jinping, general secretary
of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee and Chinese president, met with
Miguel Diaz-Canel, first secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Cuba and Cuban president, in Beijing

yesterday.
Diaz-Canel is in China for the
commemorations marking the 8§0th

anniversary of the victory in the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War.

As this year marks the 65" anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between China and Cuba, the two sides
should seize this opportunity to elevate
bilateral ties to a higher level and bring
more benefits to the two peoples, Xi said.

The two countries should adhere to
sincere mutual assistance and systematically
promote development cooperation, Xi said,
adding that China stands ready to continue
providing Cuba with assistance and support
within its capacity.

- Xinhua

Xi urged both sides to implement the
Global Development Initiative, the Global
Security Initiative, the Global Civilization
Initiative and the Global Governance
Initiative effectively and work together to
better build the International Organization
for Mediation to make greater contributions
to world peace and development.

China will continue to firmly support
Cuba’s just struggle against interference
and blockade, Xi said.

The two parties and two countries enjoy
close relations and an unbreakable bond of
friendship, Diaz-Canel said.

He emphasized that Cuba looks forward
to further strengthening all-round cooperation
and high-quality Belt and Road cooperation,
and stands ready to provide a more favorable
business environment for Chinese enterprises.

The two sides issued a joint statement on
accelerating the building of the China-Cuba
community with a shared future and signed
multiple bilateral cooperation documents.

— Xinhua

- Xinhua

and friendship with the DPRK, he noted.

Xi said that China and the DPRK
should enhance strategic coordination in
international and regional affairs to safeguard
their common interests.

Regarding the Korean Peninsula issue,
he said that China has always maintained an
objective and impartial stance, and stands ready
to continue strengthening coordination with
the DPRK so as to strive to maintain peace and
stability of the peninsula.

Kim, for his part, said that the elder
generations of leaders of the DPRK and
China, during the war of resistance against
Japanese aggression, forged a profound bond,
which the two countries are obliged to pass
down through generations.

No matter how the international landscape
evolves, the friendship between the DPRK
and China will remain unchanged, and it is
the DPRK’s firm commitment to continuously
deepen and develop bilateral relations, he added.

The DPRK is willing to work with China
to strengthen exchanges at various levels
between the two parties and two countries,
and conduct experience sharing in party
building, economic development and other
fields, so as to support the development of the
party and the country, Kim said.

He noted that the DPRK is also ready to
deepen mutually beneficial economic and trade
cooperation with China to achieve greater results.

Xi also had a chat over tea with Kim and
hosted a banquet.

Senior Chinese officials Cai Qi and Wang
Yi were present at the events. — Xinhua

Xi meets Serbian president

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping met
with Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic in
Beijing yesterday.

Vucic is in China for the commemorations
marking the 80" anniversary of the victory
in the Chinese People’s War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression and the World
Anti-Fascist War.

China and Serbia made tremendous
sacrifices and important contributions to
defeating fascism on the Asian and European
battlefields respectively during World War II
(WWII), Xi said, adding that the two countries
should uphold a correct historical perspective
on WWII and safeguard the hard-won
outcomes of the anti-fascist war as the current
world is fraught with changes and turmoils.

He urged the two countries to continue
strengthening multilateral coordination and
firmly safeguard their rights and interests as
well as international fairness and justice.

Xi noted that, as an ironclad friend, China
supports Serbia in safeguarding its national
interests and social stability, and in pursuing a

successful development path suited to its own
national conditions.

Thetwosidesshould enhancethe alignment
of their development strategies, fully leverage
facilitation arrangements such as the free
trade agreement, mutual visa exemptions and
direct flights, and deepen cooperation in areas
including artificial intelligence, the digital
economy and new energy to further advance
China-Serbia relations, he added.

Vucic said Serbia fully supports the
Global Governance Initiative (GGI) proposed
by President Xi, noting that its principles,
such as adhering to sovereign equality and
advocating a people-centered approach, are of
great significance to reforming and improving
the global governance system.

Serbia will never forget the valuable support
and assistance provided by China during its
difficult times, and will continue to firmly
support China on all issues concerning China’s
core interests, Vucic said, adding that Serbia
looks forward to further strengthening practical
cooperation between the two countries. — Xinhua

President Xi Jinping (right) shakes hands with Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic at the Great Hall of the

People in Beijing yesterday.

- Xinhua
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Wang Yi meets
chief advisor to
Brazilian president

BEIJING — China’s top diplomat Wang Yi yesterday met with
Celso Amorim, chief advisor to the president of Brazil, who is in
China to attend commemorations marking the 80" anniversary
of the victory in the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War.

Wang, a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party
of China Central Committee and director of the Office of the Central
Commission for Foreign Affairs, said China and Brazil should
unequivocally promote multilateralism and uphold international

rules.

China is willing to work with Brazil to consolidate the positive
momentum of the BRICS and to enhance communication and
coordination among BRICS countries on major issues, Wang added.

At present, while certain countries ignoring international rules,
abusing tariffs and undermining the multilateral trading system, the
need for stronger solidarity and cooperation among the Global South
and BRICS countries has become increasingly important, Amorim said.

In this context, China’s proposal of the Global Governance
Initiative (GGI) is of great significance, he said, adding that Brazil
is willing to strengthen coordination with China in international

affairs and jointly uphold multilateralism.
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Vice President Han Zheng (third from right) and Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel (third from left) unveil an commemorative
envelope marking the 65% anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Cuba in Beijing yesterday.

Han and Diaz-Canel attended an event celebrating the 65" anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two

— Xinhua

countries and delivered speeches.

- Xinhua

World experts say China honors history, reaffirms peaceful
development in grand parade

BEIJING — China held a grand military
parade in central Beijing on Wednesday to
mark the 80" anniversary of the victory in the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War.

President Xi Jinping, also general
secretary of the Communist Party of China
Central Committee and chairman of the
Central Military Commission, oversaw the
parade and reviewed the troops.

In his speech delivered before the parade,
Xi noted that the Chinese people made
a major contribution to the salvation of
human civilization and the defense of world
peace with immense sacrifice in the war.
Reiterating China’s commitment to peaceful
development, Xi called on nations to prevent
historical tragedies from recurring, and
emphasized that humanity’s cause of peace
and development will prevail.

Experts worldwide agreed that the
parade was a solemn reaffirmation of
China’s unwavering commitment to peaceful
development, while also conveying a
powerful message of upholding international
fairness and justice.

REMEMBERING HISTORY

Many observers have said that the parade
highlighted the importance of remembering
history and honoring the fallen.

David Orzan, ambassador in World of
Excellence of the northeastern Italian city
of Gorizia, said that China’s sacrifices and
perseverance “should be remembered by the
entire world.” He said that Xi’s speech helped
the world remember history and prevent the
recurrence of tragedy.

Atsushi Koketsu, professor emeritus at
Yamaguchi University in Japan, held a similar
view. He said that Xi’s address underscored
the vital role of history as a mirror reflecting
the present and the future.

The expert also expressed regret that
Japan remains “extremely weak” in its
attitude toward acknowledging historical
truths, warning that “Those who do not learn
from history are bound to be punished by it.”

Describing China’s contribution to
the anti-fascist war as “indispensable,”

Anthony Jones, chairman of the Lisbon
Maru Memorial Association in Britain, said,
“It’s really important that we remember the
enormous sacrifices made by the Chinese
people and by people everywhere all around
the world who were fighting against fascism
at that time.”

Jones is also the grandson of Thomas
Theodore Jones, a survivor of the Lisbon
Maru incident. In 1942, the Lisbon Maru, a
cargo ship requisitioned by the Japanese army
to transport more than 1,800 British prisoners
of war, was torpedoed by a US submarine off
the Zhoushan Islands in east China’s Zhejiang
Province. As the vessel sank, the Chinese
fishermen of Dongji Island of Zhoushan
saved 384 British soldiers from drowning
under Japanese gunfire.

“It’s very much our duty to make sure the
lesson of history is never forgotten. So that
future generations understand the cost of
war and also the value of peace,” Jones said.
“Recognizing this is not just about seeking
credit, but about acknowledging a victory that
was truly a global effort.”

Sead Dulic, president of the Federation
of Antifascists and National Liberation
War Veterans of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
highlighted the significant role of the
Communist Party of China in organizing,
mobilizing, and sustaining national resistance
against Japanese aggression. He noted that
young people today need to be presented with
the true history of World War II.

COMMITMENT TO PEACE
Several scholars emphasized that the
parade reiterated China’s long-standing
commitment to peaceful development.
“Beyond the display of equipment, what
moved us most was the discipline, unity
and sense of mission demonstrated by the
People’s Liberation Army,” said Jinith De
Silva, president of the Sri Lanka China
Society. “It was a vivid reminder that China’s
strength is not wielded for aggression, but for
the defense of sovereignty, the preservation of
stability, and the promotion of global peace.”
Andrey Gubin, an associate professor
at Russia’s Far Eastern Federal University,
said Xi’s call for dialogue and peace and the

statement that China stands on the right side
of history are correct and beyond dispute. “I
believe that the overwhelming majority of
states in the world support China’s position,”
he said.

Sheradil Baktygulov, director of the
Institute of World Politics of Kyrgyzstan,
said the parade has reminded people that
“the military is needed to protect the peaceful
development of the country, and not to coerce
other countries.”

China “never threatens other countries
with unilateral sanctions or armed invasion,”
but “strives for a peaceful resolution of all
disputes” and “consistently defends the
principles of peaceful coexistence,” he added.

Mostafa Amin, an Egyptian researcher on
Arab and international affairs, said the military
parade shows that “China has the strength to
protect its own peaceful development and to
contribute to global peace.”

Orzan, who has visited China multiple
times, strongly identifies with China’s
concept of peaceful development. “China
possesses one of the world’s most outstanding
diplomatic capabilities, consistently achieving
its objectives through dialogue rather than
resorting to war,” he noted.

Humphrey Moshi, professor of economics
and director of the Center for Chinese Studies
at the University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania,
said Xi’s words deeply resonate with Africa.

“For wus, peace is the foundation
of development. Only with peace can
industrialization and modernization be
achieved,” he said.

Stephen Ndegwa, a Kenyan expert
on international issues, said the military
parade is more than a display of strength
— it is a symbolic reminder of history and
a reaffirmation of China’s commitment to
peace.

“The parade demonstrates that while
China possesses the capability to defend
itself, its ultimate goal is to deter conflict,
uphold justice, and ensure stability,” he said.

SHARED FUTURE FOR
HUMANITY

“Today, humanity is again faced with
a choice of peace or war, dialogue or

confrontation, and win-win outcomes or
zero-sum games,” Xi said, stressing that
“the Chinese people will stand firmly on the
right side of history and on the side of human
progress, adhere to the path of peaceful
development, and join hands with the rest
of world to build a community with a shared
future for humanity.”

Many viewed Xi’s speech as a timely
call for global cooperation amid turbulence,
noting that it sends a powerful message about
humanity’s path ahead.

Ndegwa from Kenya said he believed that
Xi’s speech reinforced “the need for fairness,
justice and cooperation in today’s global
order.”

“The speech speaks directly to the
challenges of our time ... and it affirms
China’s vision of peace and development
as inseparable pillars of global progress —
something Africa strongly identifies with,”
the scholar said.

Victor Julius Ngoh, a professor of history
from Cameroon, said that Xi’s message “is
a rallying call for global peace and justice,”
adding that it appealed to “the consciences
of all, especially powerful leaders,” to build
peace and development for humankind.

Among those international guests invited
to watch the parade in Beijing was 73-year-
old Elyn Maclnnis, whose father-in-law
was one of the Flying Tigers, the American
volunteer pilots who fought alongside
Chinese forces against Japanese aggressors
during World War II. She said the world once
rallied to defeat fascism and must now rally to
safeguard peace.

“To honor the past is to carry forward
the wisdom that peace is extremely precious
and cannot be preserved easily. We have to
work for it,” said MacInnis, also founder of
“Friends of Kuliang,” a group that gathers
descendants of US families who once lived in
Kuliang, Fujian Province.

Serik Korzhumbayev, editor-in-chief of
the Delovoy Kazakhstan newspaper, said:
“Having suffered the catastrophe of invasion
and immense human loss, China firmly
believes that only peace and cooperation can
serve as the cornerstone of development.”

— Xinhua




