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Sam hears views from civil society
for 2026 Policy Address

Business reps call for development of silver economy

Tony Wong

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
has been gathering opinions and
suggestions concerning the drafting
of his 2026 Policy Address from
various segments of civil society
since last week, where representatives
from the business sector suggested
that the government plan for and
promote the city’s silver economy*,
according to separate statements by
the Macau Government Information
Bureau (GCS).

Sam held a meeting on Thursday
morning last week to listen to
opinions and suggestions concerning
his 2026 Policy Address from
Macau’s 12 deputies to the National
People’s Congress (NPC), the first
day after returning to Macau on
Wednesday last week from his five-
day fact-finding visit to Hangzhou,
capital of Zhejiang Province,
Shanghai Municipality, and Nanjing,
capital of Jiangsu Province.

According to GCS, the 12
local NPC deputies raised various
opinions and suggestions during
their meeting with Sam, such as
further improving the city’s civil
protection system aiming to raise the
city’s ability to tackle an increased
frequency of extreme weather

US ambassador slams France’s
lack of action over antisemitism

.\

situations, and the organisation of
more activities aimed at boosting
local consumption.

According to GCS, Sam also held
a meeting on Thursday afternoon
last week to listen to opinions and
suggestions concerning his 2026
Policy Address from some of the
Macau members of the National
Committee of the Chinese People’s

Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC), as well as some of the
Macau members of provincial-level
CPPCC committees.

Attendees in the meeting,
according to GCS, suggested
that the government promote

the development of more budget
hotels in the city, and strengthen its
measures to attract businesses and
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Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai talks with a stall operator in the “ZAPE Taste Jam” market on Saturday. - Photo: GCS

PARIS — The US ambassador to France
has written to President Emmanuel Macron
to denounce his government’s insufficient
action against antisemitism, days after
similar remarks from Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

US envoy Charles Kushner’s letter
to Macron was dated August 25, which
he noted was “the 81% anniversary of the
Allied Liberation of Paris, which ended the
deportation of Jews from French soil”.

In the letter, a copy of which has been
obtained by AFP, he wrote: “I write out of deep

“In France, not a day passes without
Jews assaulted in the street, synagogues
or schools defaced, or Jewish-owned
businesses vandalised,” he added.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu accused Macron of fomenting
“antisemitism” saying it had “surged” in
France following the French president’s
announcement last month that he will
recognise Palestinian statehood.

The Elysée hitback, callingNetanyahu’s
allegation “abject” and “erroneous”.

“This is a time for seriousness and

investments from outside Macau.
On Friday, according to GCS,
Sam met senior members from 16
community associations representing
the city’s business sector, including
the influential Macau Chamber of
Commerce (ACM), colloquially known
in Cantonese as “Chung Chung”, to
gather their opinions and suggestions
concerning his 2026 Policy Address.

According to GCS, the members
from the city’s business sector raised
various opinions and suggestions
covering topics such as promoting
the city’s silver economy, acceler-
ating urban renewal, developing
marine tourism, advancing higher
education industries, upgrading
the city’s convention and exhibi-
tion industry, promoting high-end
medical industries, optimising the
city’s business environment for
small- and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs), safeguarding local
residents’ employment, attracting
high-quality financial talent, fos-
tering the development of modern
finance, strengthening research and
development in traditional Chinese
medicine, revitalising the city’s real
estate market, deepening industry-
academia-research  collaboration,
leveraging the city’s role as a service
platform between China and Portu-
guese-speaking countries, promot-
ing the healthy development of the
city’s tourism industry, and Macau’s
participation in the development of
the Guangdong-Macau In-Depth
Cooperation Zone in Hengqin and
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau
Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Continued on p.5

concern over the dramatic rise of antisemitism
in France and the lack of sufficient action by
your government to confront it...

responsibility,

manipulation,” the
added. (More on page 10)

not for conflation and
French presidency

—AFP

Fairgoers experience Al-powered traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) healthcare during the 6" China
(Gansu) TCM Industry Expo in Longxi County of Dingxi City, Gansu Province, yesterday. The expo
opened yesterday.

- Xinhua
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China, US can complement each other
well in agriculture: Amb. Xie Feng

Chinese Ambassador to the United States Xie Feng has recently
said that as the world’s most important agricultural producers and
consumers, China and the United States each have their own strengths
in agriculture and can complement each other well. — Story on p. 7
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Vance cites ‘significant
concessions’ by Russia on Ukraine

US Vice President JD Vance rejected suggestions Moscow
is slow-walking a potential peace deal in Ukraine, saying
Russia has made “significant concessions” to Donald Trump

over its demands for ending the war.

Spain’s heatwave ‘most
intense on record’

A 16-day heatwave Spain suffered this month
was “the most intense on record”, the national
meteorological agency said yesterday.

— Story on p. 12

e0ccc0000cc000000000000

— Storyon p. 11
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IAM finds excess heavy metal in 4 dried
fungi, algae food samples

Rui Pastorin

The Municipal Affairs Bureau
(IAM) discovered an excess in
heavy metal contaminants in a
pre-packed and three bulk dried
fungi and algae food products
from samples taken during regular
inspections.

Each exceeds the “the maximum
allowable limits for heavy metal
contaminants in food”, according to
a statement by the bureau on Friday.

The statement said that one of
the products is prepacked yellow
cow liver mushrooms from Luquan
County in Yunnan Province with a
batch production date of January 1,
2025 with a net weight of 100g. The
statement said that it was detected
to have a total mercury content of
0.205 mg per kg. It is supplied by
E& W] i B R IR A% B 2 A B
(“Kunming Huanya International
Service Trade Co. Ltd.”)

The three other products are
bulk dried matsutake, fat choy and
bamboo fungus, all sampled from a

The Macau Post Daily

dried goods shop (70 £ HlF kT
{&) located on Rua da Emenda (3§
TH).

The statement said that the
matsutake had a detected cadmium
content of 0.385 pg per kg, while
the fat choy had a lead content of
1.68 pg per kg. The bamboo fungus,
meanwhile, was found to have
exceeded the allowable limit for the
preservative sulphur dioxide, with
1,130 pg per kg, in addition to a
total mercury content of 0.13 ug per
kg, according to the statement.

Merchants have been ordered
to remove and cease sales of the
affected products “at once”, the
statement said, without revealing
when the order was issued.

The statement said that normal
consumption, based on sample
analysis, has a “very low” chance of
causing adverse effects, though the
bureau reminded members of the
public to maintain a balanced diet
to avoid excessive intakes of any
particular substances. B

HK man caught for
blackmailing girlfriend
with nude photos

Khalel Vallo

A 56-year-old unemployed
Hong Kong male resident surnamed
Lam was arrested last week for
blackmailing his girlfriend with
nude photos and videos, as well as
misusing her credit card, causing
the victim a total loss of about
142,000 patacas, a spokesperson for
the Judiciary Police (PJ) said during
a press conference on Friday.

According to the spokesperson,
police received a report early this
month from a non-local middle-aged
woman stating that between January
and July this year, her boyfriend
had blackmailed her four times by
threatening to release nude photos
and videos in exchange for money.

The spokesperson did not
disclose the victim’s nationality or
origin.

Fearing that the man would
leak her nude photos and videos,
the spokesperson said, the woman
paid him HK$81,830 through bank
transfers and by cash.

In addition, according to the
spokesperson, the victim also told
police that in March, Lam used

her phone without her consent to
make online purchases with her
linked credit card, buying several
electronic products from a shop in
the central district, totalling 57,896

patacas.
After receiving the woman’s
report, the Judiciary Police

launched an investigation, soon
identifying the suspect, and arrested
him on Wednesday last week at the
Qingmao pedestrian checkpoint
when he was entering the city from
Zhuhai.

Under questioning, Lam refused
to cooperate, but according to the
findings of their investigation, the
police confirmed his involvement in
the crimes, the spokesperson said.

According to the spokesperson,
the police are still tracing the
whereabouts of the electronic
products and the ill-gotten money.

The spokesperson said that
Lam has been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) for
further investigation, facing charges
of extortion, misuse of a credit card,
illegal recording, and invasion of
privacy. B
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Macau Weather

CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY
INTERVALS.

A FEW SHOWERS.

A FEW THUNDERSTORMS AT
FIRST.

FORCE 4 TO 5 EAST TO
SOUTHEASTERLY

WINDS WITH GUSTS.

RELATIVE HUMIDITY /47
WILL RANGE BETWEEN #7474

65% AND 95%.
Source: SMG |

These undated handout photos provided by the Municipal Affairs Bureau

(IAM) on Friday show the four problematic products ordered off the shelves.
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Police nab man for abusing 2 cats
for chewing his sneakers

Armindo Neves

The Public Security Police
(PSP) caught a local man last
week for abusing two cats, PSP
spokesman Wong Wai Chon said
in a press conference on Friday.

Wong identified the suspect
as a 30-year-old male surnamed
Lao who told the police that he is
a salesman. Wong was arrested by
police on Tuesday.

On August 17, according to
Wong, the Public Security Police
received a report from a woman
that her boyfriend had repeatedly
abused her two cats in her flat in
a residential building on Rua de S.
Lourengo (JEUE % ) in Nam Van
between August 10 and 12.

Wong said that upon returning
home at that time the woman
noticed unexplained injuries and
unusual behaviour by her two cats.
After reviewing home surveillance
footage, she discovered that Lao
had abused her two pet cats on three
separate occasions on August 10,
11, and 12, using a folding fan, a
broom which was broken during
the attacks, and his feet. The two
cats sustained injuries to their hind
legs and heads.

A follow-up investigation,
according to Wong, revealed that Lao

This undated handout photo provided by the Public Security
Police (PSP) yesterday shows a PSP officer escorting the cat

abuser into a police station.

committed the acts while the woman
was sleeping or having a shower on
August 10 and 11. On August 12,
Lao used a spare key to enter her
home to carry out the abuse.

Wong said that the two abused
cats have been taken to the
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
for medical examination, though
no report had been received at the
time of the press conference.

Lao told police that he
“punished” the two felines for
chewing his sneakers.

Lao has been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP),
facing charges of animal cruelty,
causing property damage and home
invasion, according to Wong.

Man caught for property
damage
Meanwhile, the Public

Security Police (PSP) nabbed a
local man for property damage last
week, PSP spokesman Wong Wai
Chon said during Friday’s press
conference.

Wong identified the suspects
as a local man in his twenties
surnamed Hoi, who told police
that he’s a university student.

Last Monday, according to
Wong, the Public Security Police

-7 T A = .

This undated handout photo provided by the Public Security
Police (PSP) on Friday shows a PSP officer escorting the air

received separate reports from two
homeowners who had discovered
damage to windows in their
respective flats on Rua da Ilha
Verde (75 ¥ _L47).

Wong said that a follow-up
investigation revealed that Hoi, a
resident of a unit in the adjacent
building, used an airgun to shoot
at the windows of the two victims’
homes. Police arrested Hoi at his
unit on Tuesday, but he provided
no explanation for his actions.

Police seized three replica
firearms, consisting of two pistols,
a rifle, and a quantity of plastic
BB pellets. Subsequent testing
confirmed that none of the replica
firearms exceeded the functional
limits permitted by law. Officers
also investigated the shop in San
Kio district where the student
involved in the case had purchased
the replicas, verifying that they
were legally imported and sold
with the proper licences.

The two affected homeowners
reported window repair costs of
5,000 patacas and 2,000 patacas,
respectively.

Hoi has been transferred to the
Public Prosecutions Office (MP),
facing a property damage charge,
according to Wong. B

gun shooter into a police station.
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Macau gaming
sector employees
rise t0 52,898 in 2Q

Staff Reporter

Macau’s gaming sector had 52,898 fulltime
employees in the second quarter of the year, a year-
on-year increase of 0.7 percent, or 380 employees, the
Statistics and Census Bureau (DSEC) announced in a
statement last week.

The gaming sector fulltime staff accounted for 14.2
percent of Macau’s total employment in the second
quarter, according to DSEC figures.

The bureau said that the gaming sector’s second-
quarter increase in employees was mainly due to the
hiring of local directors and managers.

The sector’s fulltime employees’ average earnings
(excluding irregular remunerations) stood at 27,390
patacas in June, up by 2.4 percent year-on-year, according
to the statement.

At the end of the second quarter, the sector reported
208 job vacancies. In terms of recruitment prerequisites,
46.2 percent of the vacancies required work experience,
while 74.1 percent required just a senior high-school or
lower education level, the bureau said.

The bureau noted that its survey on manpower needs
and wages of the gaming sector does not include junket
promoters and others working with them.

In the first seven months of the year, Macau’s gross
gaming revenue (GGR) amounted to 140.89 billion patacas,
up by 6.5 percent year-on-year, according to Gaming
Inspection and Coordination Bureau (DICJ) data. m

Macau SAR financial
reserves rise to 647.3
billion patacas in June

Staff Reporter

The financial reserves of the Macau Special
Administrative Region (MSAR) rose month-on-month by
about 1.0 percent to 647.349 billion patacas (US$80.44
billion) at the end of June, the local government
announced last week.

The local government published the figure in in
Macau’s Official Gazette (BO) on Wednesday.

The MSAR concluded last year with financial
reserves amounting to 616.2 billion patacas.

Since the end of last year, the financial reserves have
risen by five percent in the first half of this year.

Official data shows that the financial reserves have
grown by around 90 billion patacas since the end of
the COVID-19 pandemic in December 2022, which
affected the local economy for three years (since January
2020) and compelled the government to use some of
the MSAR’s financial reserves for budgetary support
measures and public assistance programmes.

Last year, the MSAR government’s total expenditure
stood at 94.2 billion patacas, according to Financial
Services Bureau (DSF) data.

The financial reserves reached their peak in February
2021, during the pandemic, when they reached
663.5 billion patacas, according to official statistics. B

Retail sales drop
1.4 pctin 2Q

Staff Reporter

Macau’s retail sales totalled 15.97 billion patacas in
the second quarter of the year, a year-on-year decline of
1.4 percent, the Statistics and Census Bureau (DSEC)
announced in a statement last week.

The bureau’s statement noted that the drop was
“much smaller than [the one] in the first quarter of this
year,” which stood at 15.0 percent.

In the first half of the year, retail sales decreased by
9.0 percent year-on-year to 33.55 billion patacas.

In the first six months of the year, Macau’s gross
gaming revenue (GGR) rose by 4.4 percent to 118.7 bil-
lion patacas, according to Gaming Inspection and Coor-
dination Bureau (DICJ) data. m
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Govt raises seniors’ Macau Pass
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Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT) Director Yau Yun Wah (second from left), Macau Chamber of Commerce (ACM)
President Frederico Ma Chi Ngai and other representatives look on during Friday’s press conference at the ACM headquarters in Zape on Friday.

Armindo Neves

The government will raise seniors’
discount on their Macau Pass cards
from September 1, according to a
press conference co-hosted on Friday
by the Economic and Technological
Development Bureau (DSEDT) and the
Macau Chamber of Commerce (ACM)
about the continuation of the government’s
consumption reward programme titled
“National Games Cohesion — Community
Consumption Grand Prix”.

DSEDT Director Yau Yun Wah
announced the special discount for
elderly residents during the press
conference held at the ACM headquarters
in Zape.

The senior citizens’ discount will be
raised by two-thirds, from 300 patacas
in the previous programme to 500
patacas from next Monday. The discount
for the elderly - as well individuals
with a disability — will be borne by the
government, costing the Treasury 75
million patacas.

Yau said that the whole programme,
only benefitting local residents, will start
on September 1, involving 485 million
patacas in total borne by the government,
and end on November 30. The initiative
largely follows the model of the previous
“Community Consumption Grand Prix
2025,” including opportunities to redeem
discounts and e-vouchers ranging from
10 to 200 patacas for weekend use.

Yau said that the programme aims
to sustain Macau’s steady economic
recovery  during the  upcoming,
traditionally “low season for tourism”,
while also aligning with the National
Games’ “Games for All” spirit to further

boost consumer market confidence
through the event’s positive momentum.

The National Games, which will be
co-hosted by Guangdong, Hong Kong
and Macau, will be held from Novem-
ber 9 to November 21.

Yau also said that individuals holding
a disability assessment certificate and
who apply before this Thursday, would
— same as senior citizens aged 65 and
above—receive a “Care Card” containing
500 patacas in instant discount benefits.
However, Yau stressed, the card cannot
be claimed in duplicate with seniors’
discounts.

Yau said that all individuals who are
65 years of age or older by November 28
may use their Macau Pass Senior Card
at over 100 designated service locations
in Macau during the campaign period
to tap their card and receive instant
consumption discounts.

Those  holding a  disability
assessment certificate may present their
document at organisations and centres
overseen by the Social Welfare Bureau
(IAS) to collect a “Care Card” during
the same period. Yau pointed out that the
Social Welfare Bureau estimated that
8,000 individuals with a disability will
be eligible to apply for the “Care Card”,
with a projected budget of approximately
4.3 million patacas.

Yau said that the programme
incorporates lessons learnt from the
previous campaign and has considered
public feedback. The programme offers
instant discount benefits specifically
to seniors and holders of disability
assessment certificates, further
enhancing the programme’s inclusivity

Filipino arrested for drug

Khalel Vallo

The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested a
37-year-old Filipino non-resident worker
in the central district last week for selling
and taking drugs, seizing 0.85 grammes
ofice (methamphetamine) from his home
with an estimated street value of 3,000
patacas, a PJ spokesperson said during a
regular press conference on Friday.

According to the spokesperson, PJ
officers received a tip-off on Wednesday
night last week that someone was selling
drugs in the city centre. At around 10 p.m.,
police intercepted the suspect, surnamed
Bernardino, in a street in the area.

The police later searched his nearby
home where they seized five small
bags containing 0.85 grammes of ice,

along with foil and other drug-taking
paraphernalia.

Bernardino told police that he is a
labourer.

Under questioning, according to the
spokesperson, the suspect told police
that the ice seized in his home was for
personal use only.

The PJ investigation indicated that
Bernardino has a long history of drug
use, and a urine test came out positive
for ice.

The spokesperson said that the
police were still tracing the source
of the drugs, adding that Bernardino
has been transferred to the Public
Prosecutions Office (MP) for further
investigation. W

- Photo: Armindo Neves

and strengthening the sense of
engagement among vulnerable groups,
Yau said.

After the programme concludes,
Yau said, the “Care Cards” can continue
to be used as a standard Macau Pass
card. Any remaining balance may be
used for daily expenses until used up.
Regarding the future use of the “Care
Card”, Yau said that the government’s
strong commitment to policy continuity
and convenience, noting that further
evaluation would depend on whether
the card can be integrated systematically
with similar future campaigns.

Yau also said that the budget for the
consumer benefit scheme has increased
by 65 percent, from 295 million patacas
in the previous rewards campaign to
485 million patacas in the current one.
He said that the initiative was launched
after careful government deliberation
as a temporary measure to stimulate the
economy during the tourism sector’s low
season, taking into account the current
economic situation.

Yau noted that the government is
aware that some businesses continue to
face financial pressure and require time
to adapt to new consumption patterns.
The significant expansion in funding,
he added, fully demonstrates the local
government’s commitment to actively
addressing societal needs and supporting
the local economy amid challenging
conditions. Furthermore, he expressed
hope that the campaign would leverage
the opportunity of the upcoming
National Games to further boost public
enthusiasm for consumption and foster
economic vitality. B
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Adverse (negative) effects of
Methamphetamine
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This 2009 infographic shows the main
short- and long-term adverse physical

and mental effects that may appear in
methamphetamine use. — Image courtesy of
Mikael Haggstrom/Wikimedia Commons
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Valerie Cheong’s ‘Just Right’ painting
exhibition shows 30 ‘reflections’

Review by Rui Pastorin

Young local artist Valerie Cheong’s (7= i) latest exhibition ended its over two-week
run yesterday, but the messages and reflections in her works remain.

Titled “MI[I%F>, or “Just Right”, the solo exhibition was held at the Pavilion of
Exhibitions and Artistic Shows for Young People in Praca do Tap Seac (¥4 471 #%35) between
August 5 and yesterday, during which 30 of Cheong’s works were displayed. Among them
were art pieces created using watercolours, colour pencils, and acrylics, while a picture
book featuring the young artist’s illustrations was also showcased for exhibitiongoers.

Each of the works were spread across three themes throughout the venue, while a
message or brief remark was featured on some of the works’ descriptions.

One of the messages the exhibition aimed to show, according to a recent statement
displayed at the gallery, is that enough is the best, or as the title says, “Just Right”. This
perhaps puts an emphasis on balance. Meanwhile, throughout its three themes of “Lost”,
“Discovery” and “Reconciliation”, the artist reflected on “daily situations and emotional
states at different stages of growth”, while also hoping to revisit the past and view “the
future from a new perspective”.

Exhibitions held at the pavilion are open daily from Tuesday to Sunday from noon to 8 p.m., being closed on Mondays.

Photos taken yesterday by Rui Pastorin
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Macau logs this
year’s 8" imported
chikungunya case

Tony Wong

Macau has recorded this year’s eighth imported case of
chikungunya fever, the Health Bureau (SSM) has announced.

The case, which was confirmed on Friday night, was announced in
a statement on Saturday.

According to the statement, the patient is a nine-year-old local
boy who attends school and lives in the neighbouring city of Zhuhai.

The boy visited Guangzhou’s Haizhu District with his family
members between Sunday and Tuesday last week. After returning
to Zhuhai City, the statement said, he came down with a fever and
joint pain on Friday morning, after which he was brought to Macau
by his family members where he received treatment at the private
Kiang Wu Hospital.

After outpatient treatment for his symptoms, the statement said, the
boy was then taken by his family members back to his home in Zhuhai.

According to the statement, he was diagnosed with chikungunya
fever by the Health Bureau’s Public Health Laboratory on Friday
night.

The boy was in a stable condition at the time of Saturday’s
statement.

The statement underlined that the Macau Health Bureau has
classified the boy’s case as a chikungunya case imported into
Macau after considering his travel history and the time of the onset
of his symptoms, as well as its laboratory test results.

The disease is known as “wat gung beng” (i Z3/) in Cantonese.

This year’s 10" imported dengue case

Meanwhile, the Health Bureau announced in a separate
statement on Saturday that Macau has recorded this year’s 10
imported case of dengue fever.

The case was also confirmed by the bureau’s Public Health
Laboratory on Friday night. The patient is a 33-year-old male
non-resident worker (NRW) who lives near Barra. He visited
Malaysia between August 11 and 17. After returning to Macau, he
came down with a fever and muscle pain on Thursday last week.
His symptoms worsened the next day so that he sought treatment
at Kiang Wu Hospital where he was then hospitalised.

The man was in a stable condition and still undergoing hospital
treatment at the time of Saturday’s statement.

Both chikungunya fever and dengue fever are mosquito-borne
diseases.

This year, Macau has so far reported two locally transmitted
cases of chikungunya fever, both of which were detected early this
month, and one locally transmitted case of dengue fever, which was
detected early last month.

Medical sources have told the Post that thanks to the local
government’s promptly implemented measures to strengthen its
mosquito control operations across the city, Macau has so far been
spared a local outbreak of chikungunya fever, despite the fact that
neighbouring Guangdong Province has been hit by an outbreak of
the disease since last month.

According to mainland media reports, the chikungunya outbreak
in Guangdong has gradually been subsiding over the past few weeks. ®

ThlS undated handout photo released by the Health Bureau (SSM) last week
shows a worker conducting chemical mosquito control in Largo do Lilau.
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Debris caused by exploding water
heater hurt 5 passers-b
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Firefighters work outside Block 1 of the Arco Iris residential estate near the Barrier

Gate checkpoint after the explosion on Friday morning.

Tony Wong

An electric water heater in a
residential flat near the Barrier
Gate border checkpoint exploded
on Friday morning, with glass from
windows broken by the explosion
injuring five passers-by in the street,
the authorities said that day.

No one was in the flat when the
water heater exploded.

According to statements by the
Fire Services Bureau (CB) and the

- Photo courtesy of TDM

Public Security Police (PSP), the
case occurred in a flat on the second
floor of Block 1 of the Arco Iris
residential estate located opposite the
Barrier Gate checkpoint at around
10 a.m. on Friday.

All five passers-by sustained
slight injuries, four of whom
were taken to the public Conde de
Sdo Januario Hospital Centre for
treatment, while one of them, a local
man who sustained slight abrasions,

T

Two police officers work outside the flat
after a water heater there exploded on
Friday morning. - Photo courtesy of TDM

declined to be taken to hospital.

The Fire Services Bureau said
that the explosion was possibly due
to mechanical failure.

The four injured who were taken
to the public hospital comprised
two males and two females, aged
between 52 and 87.

The four comprised two
local residents, a visitor from the
mainland, and a non-resident worker
from Vietnam. m

Sam hears opinions from various segments
of society for 2026 Policy Address
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Representatives from the city’s business sector attend Friday’s meeting with Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai at Government

Headquarters where they raised suggestions for his 2026 Policy Address.

Continued from p.1

During Friday’s meeting,
according to GCS, Sam
acknowledged the local business
sector’s  significant contributions
to promoting Macau’s sustainable
economic development, stabilising
its employment market, and ensuring
its long-term prosperity and stability.

Sam also pledged that with a
complex and ever-changing internal
and external environment, the local
government will seize development
opportunities, overcome challenges,
and achieve its goals of appropriately
diversifying the city’s economy.
Sam also encouraged enterprises to
innovate and strengthen themselves
with the aim of injecting new vitality
into the overall development of the
city’s business sector, according to
GCS.

Meanwhile, according to GCS,
Sam also held a meeting on Friday
afternoon to listen to opinions and
suggestions concerning his 2026

Policy Address from members from
six associations representing public
servants.

The members raised opinions
and suggestions covering topics
such as increasing the flexibility
of the system for promoting public
servants, and strengthening the
connection  between  vocational
training for public servants and the
respective duties they perform.

Meanwhile, Sam paid a fact-
finding visit to stalls in the “ZAPE
Taste Jam” market as well as shops
in the area on Saturday, according to
a GCS statement that night.

The market, organised by the
Macau Government Tourism Office
(MGTO), was launched on August
15 and ended yesterday.

The statement quoted Sam as
saying that the “ZAPE Taste Jam”
market, as a pilot initiative to revitalise
the community business environment,
integrated culinary, cultural, creative,
and entertainment elements. The

- Photo: GCS

chief executive said that the market
showcased Macau’s rich gastronomic
culture and charm as a UNESCO
Creative City of Gastronomy while
also encouraging synergies with
neighbouring businesses in a bid to
attract visitors to Zape. B

* The silver economy refers to
the economic opportunities arising
from a growing population of older
adults. It encompasses goods and
services specifically designed to
meet the needs of seniors, including
healthcare, technology, housing,
and leisure. This sector is driven
by longer life expectancies and
increasing disposable income among
the elderly. It also promotes active
ageing and aims to improve the
quality of life for this demographic.
Ultimately, the silver economy
represents — a  significant  and
expanding market for innovation
and business development. It is also
known as “silver-haired economy”.
— DeepSeck
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The Whole-of-Nation Resistance that made peace prevail:
The Main Eastern Battlefield in the World Anti-Fascist War

As the world marks the 80"
anniversary of the victory of the
World Anti-Fascist War, attention
often centers on the indispensable
victories of the Allied forces in
Normandy and the Pacific.

Yet this retrospective homage

remains  incomplete  without
acknowledging the World
Anti-Fascist ~ War’s  dragging,
sprawling, brutal, and equally

vital main Eastern battlefield. For
14 years and more, the Chinese
people fought valiantly against
Japanese militarism in the War
of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression, sacrificing tens of
millions of soldiers and civilians to
fracture the Axis strategy. China’s
resistance—the first to ignite and
last to extinguish—fundamentally
reshaped war trajectory and the
peace that followed.

Whole-of-Nation ~ Resistance:
How China’s Endurance Rewrote
WWII Chronology

Long before Nazi Germany’s
blitzkrieg of Poland, Asia burned

after the 1931 Mukden Incident
(known in China as the September
18" Incident), an attack staged
by the Japanese Kwantung
Army. China’s resistance to this
aggression marked not merely the
beginning of a regional battle but
the first salvos of the World Anti-
Fascist War. While Europe debated
appeasement, Chinese soldiers and
civilians waged relentless guerrilla
wars across frozen plains in the
occupied Northeast China.

For over a decade preceding
the Pearl Harbor attack by Japan,
China faced the Japanese militarist
aggressors virtually all by itself.
Statistics reveal staggering
persistence: 22 major campaigns,
200 pivotal engagements, and
nearly 200,000 battles across 14
years. China’s refusal to capitulate,
despite the 1937 Nanjing Massacre
and the relentless bombing of
Chongqing, bought critical time for
Allied rearmament, and decisively
shattered Japan’s hubris-filled plan
for a three-month conquest of China.

Strategic Linchpin in the East:
Keeping the Axis Japan at Bay

The China theater served as the
anvil upon which Japan’s strategic
mobility was broken. Data from
well-documented Japanese military
archives confirm that between
1937-1945, 70-94 percent of its
army divisions were perpetually
committed to the Chinese mainland.
This colossal drain proved decisive.
When Japan struck Pearl Harbor
in December 1941, its Southern
Expansion Plan was already
crippled—35 veteran divisions were
weighed down by the righteous and
resolute resistance of Chinese forces
defending their homeland.

The then US President Franklin
D. Roosevelt stressed for multiple
times the importance of the China
theater to the Allied countries’ very
survival and victory, to the effect
that without China holding the line,
Japan could slice through Burma,
throttle India, seize Australia,
and link hands with the Nazis in
the Caucasus. Russia would be

isolated, the Middle East oilfields
lost, and the US in peril.

China not only resisted Japanese
aggressors athome but also provided
crucial strategic support to the
Allies. “The Hump” airlift transport
delivered hundreds of thousands of
tons of fuel and munitions to Allied
forces in Burma, India and China.
Chinese farmers rescued over
1,000 downed US airmen flying
this perilous yet strategic lifeline;
Chinese workers hauled essential
war materials like tungsten and tung
oil along the Yangtze River under
bombardment to feed Allied war
production and maintenance.

Pillar of Peace and Justice:
Translating Sacrifice into a New
World Order

China’s wartime stature
culminated on January 1, 1942.
As a founding signatory of the
Declaration by United Nations,
it stood beside the US, the UK,
and the Soviet Union—not by
patronage, but through the weight
of bloodshed. Ever since the

beginning, as a founding member
of the UN and permanent member
of the Security Council, China
has translated wartime fortitude
into new international principles.
At the San Francisco Conference,
Chinese delegates championed
national self-determination and
anti-colonialism, playing a key
role in advocating for the sovereign
equality of all nations enshrined in
the Charter of the United Nations.
China’s persistent advocacy for
justice and ceasefire stems from
its hard-won understanding of the
fragility of peace and the dignity as
a nation.

Eighty years ago, a devastating
world war reshaped the world,
where nations upholding justice
and peace wrote that chapter
of history with blood and toil.
Today, amid frequent conflicts
and turmoil, nations must heed the
lessons of that sacrifice: cherish the
fragile peace, uphold the common
values of humanity, and safeguard
our only home.

History Shall Not Be Distorted: China Will Surely Be Reunited

This year marks the 80
anniversary of the victory of the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression and
the World Anti-Fascist War. Looking
back on those arduous years, China—
as the main Eastern battlefield of
World War 1T (WWII)—has made
decisive contributions to the victory
of the World Anti-Fascist War.

China was the first to suffer
fascist aggression and waged the
longest resistance. From Japan’s
deliberate provocation of the
September 18 Incident in 1931 to
its surrender in 1945, the Chinese
people had endured the blood and
fire of battlefields for 14 years and
sustained over 35 million military
and civilians casualties, causing 70%
of Japan’s total WWII casualties.

China’s resistance was a heroic
epic of fighting for the survival and
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation,
and the justice for all humanity.

Historical truth cannot be
obliterated. Eighty years ago, the
founding of the United Nations
(UN) stood as the most crucial
postwar decision of the international
community. As a victorious nation,
China was among the first to sign
the UN Charter. An integral part of
the fruits of the victory of WWII
and the postwar international order
was Taiwan’s return to China.

The facts on the Taiwan
question are crystal-clear. In the
late 19" century, Japan forcibly
seized Taiwan through war of
aggression. For 50 years, the
Taiwanese people never ceased

resisting Japanese occupation. The
Cairo Declaration and the Potsdam
Proclamation explicitly mandated
that Taiwan, which Japan has
stolen, be returned to China. These
instruments with legal effect
under international law have all
affirmed China’s  sovereignty
over Taiwan and become part of
the postwar international order.
Consequently, challenging the one-
China principle means defying the
UN’s authority and undermining
the postwar order. The Resolution
2758, adopted by the UN General
Assembly in 1971, unequivocally
recognizes the People’s Republic of
China’s sovereignty over Taiwan.
Since then, the only reference to
the Taiwan region in the UN is
“Taiwan, Province of China.”

Today, 183 countries—
representing the overwhelming
majority of UN member states—
have established diplomatic ties
with China based on the one-China
principle as the political foundation.
This reflects that the one-China
principle is the global consensus
and prevailing trend of our times.
Taiwan will inevitably return to the
embrace of its motherland.

History throws lights on the
present and provides inspiration for
the future. Having fought valiantly
in the War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression, the Chinese
people cherish peace profoundly.
China’s development strengthens
the force for global peace. As the
only permanent member of the
UN Security Council still seeking

full reunification, China will harm
no country’s legitimate rights and
interests in this process. It will
only create more development
opportunities for all countries and
add more positive energy to world
prosperity and stability.

Standing at a new crossroads,
humanity needs not the law of the
jungle, but a shared future; not
bullying and hegemony, but win-
win cooperation; not overturning
the postwar international order,
but safeguarding the fruits of the
victory of World Anti-Fascist War.
Only in this way can we prevent
the tragic history from repeating
itself, consolidate the foundation of
peace and development, and realize
the vision of a community with a
shared future for humanity.

From Fighting Fascism to Building a Community with a Shared Future:
China Always in the Forefront of Upholding International Fairness and Justice

This year marks the 80®
anniversary of the victory of the
World  Anti-Fascist War.  The
catastrophic war in human history
rewrote the geopolitical landscape of
the 20" century, and ushered in the
international order with the United
Nations at its core. During WWII,
China was the first country to launch
resistance in the East and, more
importantly, stood as a pillar in the
main Eastern theater. Today, facing
increasingly complex geopolitical
conflicts and global challenges,
China remains an important force
for defending post-war international
order. To this end, it proposed the
vision of building a community
with a shared future for humanity,
providing a clear, incisive answer to
the important question of “what kind
of world to build and how to build it.”

Fourteen Years of Heroic War
Against Aggression: China, a

Founder of Post-War Order

From the screams and cries in
1931 to the bugle of victory in 1945,
the 14-year-long War of Resistance
was an epic chapter that the Chinese
people wrote with their lives.
Under ferocious aggression, China
suffered 35 million military and
non-military casualties. The number
testifies to China’s solemn pledge:
seeking justice for humanity.

During the darkest days of the
War of Resistance, China tied down
nearly 70 percent of the Japanese
Army, and thus helped Allied forces
in other theaters gain vital strategic
opportunities. Had China failed,
the Japanese aggressors might have
pivoted to the Soviet Union or India
carlier, and the global landscape
could have been completely
changed. Thanks to this strategic
contribution, China proudly became
a founder of the United Nations, a

signatory to the UN Charter, and
a permanent member of the UN
Security Council.

For Peace and Development: China,
Defender of the International Order

The Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, first proposed by
China in the 1950s, has become a
basic norm universally recognized
by the international community.
Contributing more peacekeepers
than any other permanent members
of the UN Security Council, China
is acclaimed as a key factor and a
vital force in peacekeeping efforts.
In recent years, China has made
relentless efforts for peace by
actively mediating hotspot issues
in the Middle East and Africa. The
Belt and Road Initiative, with over
150 partners cooperating in such
key fields as infrastructure, energy
and digital economy, has provided
strong impetus for the development

of the Global South countries.
In areas concerning humanity’s
well-being such as climate change
solutions and digital transformation,
China has provided large amounts
of international public goods by
sharing its products, technologies
and governance experience. In
today’s world, with rising anti-
globalization sentiment and growing
noises of “decoupling”, some are
erecting walls and some are building
bridges. With its consistent pursuit
of openness, inclusiveness and
mutual benefit, China has shown
to all fellow nations striving for
modernization that it aims to seek
progress for humanity.

Proposing a Community with
a Shared Future for Humanity:
China, Pacesetter in Promoting New
Development of International Order

As changes unseen in a century
unfold in the world, developing

countries as a whole are enhancing
competitive advantage. The current
international mechanisms fall short
of the needs of global governance
due to the lack of viable institutions,
forward-looking ~ visions  and
effective approaches. As such, a
new vision on international order
is eagerly called upon. China
has proposed the building of a
community with a shared future
for humanity. It believes that a
multipolar world needs to be equal
and orderly, economic globalization
should be universally beneficial and
inclusive, and true multilateralism
must be safeguarded. World affairs
should be handled through extensive
consultation, not dictated by those
with more muscles.

China, having emerged from the
flames of war, remains steadfast in
upholding fairness, justice, development
and progress for humanity.

Articles published courtesy of the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China in the Macao Special Administrative Region
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Chinese film on Nanjing
Massacre premieres
in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR - The Malaysian premiere of “Dead
To Rights,” a Chinese historical film about the 1937 Nanjing
Massacre, was held yesterday in Kuala Lumpur, resonating
strongly with the audience.

Based on verified photographic evidence of Japanese
wartime atrocities, the film tells the story of a group of Chinese
civilians who seek refuge in a photography studio during the
brutal occupation of the Chinese city of Nanjing by Japanese
aggressors.

The premiere was attended by officials, cultural figures, media
representatives and movie fans from both China and Malaysia.

When the screening ended, the cinema fell into silence, filled
with a heavy sense of solemnity. Malaysian audience member
Danny Mabh said that the film is both a record of history and a
reminder of the importance of safeguarding peace.

“It vividly depicts the suffering and indomitable struggle of
the Chinese people at the time. I hope the spirit of ‘cherishing
peace’ can be passed down through generations,” Danny added.

Another viewer, David Foong, who traveled from Johor
to watch the film, noted that the movie pays tribute to the
resilience of the Chinese people while urging people to value
today’s hard-won peace.

Chiah Choon Kang, executive director of Mega Films
Distribution Sdn. Bhd., the film’s distributor in Malaysia, said
he hopes the film will spread the message of “cherishing peace.”

— Xinhua
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China, US can complement each other
well in agriculture: Amb. Xie Feng

WASHINGTON - Chinese
Ambassador to the United States Xie
Feng has recently said that as the
world’s most important agricultural
producers and consumers, China and
the United States each have their
own strengths in agriculture and can
complement each other well.

“China and the US together produce
nearly 40 percent of global food and
consume one-fourth of the total. China
has comparative advantage in labor-
intensive agricultural products, while
the US specializes in land-intensive
agricultural ~commodities  through
mechanized, large-scale production,”
Xie said at a US-China soybean
industry partner breakfast reception in
Washington D.C.

This event was co-hosted by the US
Soybean Export Council and the China
Chamber of Commerce for Import
and Export of Foodstuffs, Native
Produce and Animal By-Products,
with  participation from industry
associations, agricultural enterprises,
and scholars of both countries.

“Agricultural  exchanges and
cooperation have not only offered
more choices for consumers in both
our countries, but also put more money
in the pockets of American farmers,”
Xie said.

“They have provided impetus
for agricultural transformation and
upgrading in China and the US, and
opened up a new path for securing
global food security,” Xie continued.

Xie argued that agriculture should
not be politicized, and “farmers should
not pay the cost of trade war.”

“Restricting Chinese citizens and
businesses from buying farmland is
purely a move of political manipulation
on the pretext of national security.
It is completely unfounded, and is
aimed to hijack China-US agricultural
cooperation for a few individuals’ own
agenda,” Xie said.

“China is ready to work with the
US side to implement the important
common understandings of the
two leaders, make good use of the
economic and trade consultation

mechanism, build consensus, clear
up misunderstandings and strengthen
cooperation, so as to jointly share the
dividends of development and return to
the right track of win-win cooperation,”
Xie said.

Industry associations and
enterprises in both countries serve
as a bridge and shoulder a special
mission, and need to continue playing
a constructive role, Xie said. “I hope
more friends will join in, and let’s
together be ‘farmers’ who work hard to
grow a steady, sound and sustainable
China-US relationship,” he said.

“We need to keep the ‘pests’ away
from bilateral agricultural cooperation,
say a loud no to any attempt to politicize
trade and economic issues in the name
of national security,” Xie said.

“We also need to sow more ‘seeds,’
work closely on trade, industry,
business and research, and strive
to achieve more results in restoring
dialogue and cooperation mechanisms
in the agricultural area,” Xie added.

— Xinhua

China’s resumption of sovereignty over Nanhai Zhudao an integral
part of post-war order: experts

Analysis

BEIJING - An international
seminar focused on reviewing the
historical documents of the South
China Sea was held in Beijing on
Saturday, to commemorate the 80™
anniversary of the victory in the
World Anti-Fascist War.

Over 40 participants from
home and abroad attended the
meeting, many of whom believe
that China’s resumption of
sovereignty over Nanhai Zhudao,
known in English as the South
China Sea islands, after World
War II, was and remains an
important part of the post-war
order established by international
legal documents such as the Cairo
Declaration and the Potsdam
Proclamation.

Wu Jilu, director general of
the China Institute for Marine
Affairs (CIMA) under the Ministry
of Natural Resources, said that
China’s resumption of sovereignty
over Nanhai Zhudao should be
firmly upheld — as maintaining
the international order established
after World War II is crucial
for achieving lasting peace and
stability.

Hou Yi, a researcher with the
Institute of Chinese Borderland

automatic heading control and precise hovering.

China’s self-developed Haiqgin, a 6,000-meter deep-sea remotely operated vehicle (ROV), is recovered from the sea, onboard
the Zhong Shan Da Xue vessel, in the South China Sea on Saturday. The Haiqin has successfully completed a deep-sea
voyage in the South China Sea, scientists have told Xinhua. The deep-sea electric ROV system, which was designed and built
by Shanghai Jiao Tong University, reached a depth of 4,140 meters during the sea trial early on Saturday morning. Equipped
with high-definition cameras, robotic arms, sonar systems and sensors - the ROV demonstrated capabilities including

- Xinhua

Studies under the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences,
highlighted that China was the
earliest country to discover
and name Nanhai Zhudao, and
also reviewed how China had
developed and managed the
region since the Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911), with its endeavors
ranging from activities such as
fishing and guano mining to public
services including surveying,
search and rescue, and sea turtle
conservation.

Hou added that before the
1970s, no countries bordering the
South China Sea had challenged
China’s sovereignty and maritime
rights there. However, some
countries later illegally occupied
islands and reefs in the region and
opted to intensify disputes.

“China has historic rights in
the South China Sea. Chinese
people’s habitation and production,
endorsed by evidence from
archives and maps, show that China
has indisputable sovereignty over

Nanhai Zhudao,” said Hou. He also
said that China has maintained the
post-war regional order and taken
on its international responsibilities
by providing public goods and
services in these waters.

The seminar, organized by the
CIMA with assistance from the
College of Liberal Arts of Shanghai
University, attracted experts and
scholars from countries including
China, Malaysia, the Philippines
and the United Kingdom.
Participants also discussed subjects

on managing disputes and building
the South China Sea into a sea of
peace, friendship and cooperation.

Anna  Malindog-Uy,  vice
president of the Asian Century
Philippines ~ Strategic ~ Studies
Institute, a think tank based
in Manila, said understanding
the history of the South China
Sea plays an important role for
countries around the region in
analyzing disputes and seeking
solutions.

“Chinais proposing negotiation,

diplomacy and peaceful settlement
of issues in the South China Sea. It
tries to make the world a safer and
better place,” she said, adding that
once the Code of Conduct in the
South China Sea (COC) between
China and ASEAN countries is
concluded, it will serve as a viable
crisis management tool.

The Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea (DOC), signed in 2002
by China and ASEAN member
states, outlines the most important
principles in the management
of disputes regarding the South
China Sea. Consultations on the
COC involving China and ASEAN
member states were launched in
2013. Both the DOC and the COC
are aimed at safeguarding peace
and stability in the region.

Fu Kuenchen, a professor
with the Belt and Road Research
Institute of Xiamen University
in east China’s Fujian Province,
said that countries bordering the
South China Sea should reach
a consensus in terms of COC
consultations, value peace-loving
cultural traditions, and work
together to build a collaborative
and harmonious community.

“The community can engage in
cooperation in some low-sensitivity
programs, such as joint enforcement
of fishing moratoriums, conserving
the environment, construction of
navigation safety facilities, and
emergency search and rescue,”
said Fu.

“Stakeholders  beyond the
region should not meddle and
create disturbances, and should
respect the tradition and dispute
management of countries bordering
the South China Sea,” Fu added.

— Xinhua




