
Fireball lights up Japanese 
skies

A flashing fireball dashed across the skies of 
western Japan, shocking residents and dazzling 
stargazers, though experts said it was a natural phe-
nomenon and not an alien invasion.   – Story on p. 8

Israel army says killed 10 Gaza militants 
in rare large-scale attack on troops

The Israeli military said it killed 10 Hamas militants in Gaza 
yesterday while repelling an attack by the armed wing of the 
Islamist group, which claimed it killed several Israeli soldiers. 

 –  Story on p. 10

Wild!res in Portugal claim 3rd 
victim: authorities

A man was killed while helping fight wildfires that have 
been scorching Portugal, the country’s civil protection service 
said yesterday, bringing the death toll from the fires to three.  
      – Story on p. 12 
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Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai arranges the elegiac couplet on a wreath during his visit to the Memorial 
Hall of the Victims in Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders yesterday.                  – Photo: GCS

Tony Wong
Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai yesterday 

morning visited the Memorial Hall of the 
Victims in Nanjing Massacre by Japanese 
Invaders during his working visit to the capital 
of Jiangsu Province, where he observed a 
moment of silence, laid a wreath, and arranged 
the elegiac couplet on the wreath, in tribute 
to the Nanjing Massacre victims, reaffirming 
a commitment to remembering history and 
honouring the nation’s martyrs, according 

to a statement by the Macau Government 
Information Bureau (GCS) yesterday.

Sam returned to Macau yesterday evening 
after concluding his five-day fact-finding visit 
to Hangzhou, capital of Zhejiang Province, 
Shanghai Municipality, and Nanjing, capital 
of Jiangsu Province, which started on 
Saturday last week.

Sam departed for Nanjing from Shanghai 
on Tuesday.

At the Memorial Hall complex, the statement 

said, Sam and members of his delegation visited 
the exhibition hall and the “Pit of Ten Thousand 
Corpses” site, reflecting on the solemn and 
stirring journey of the Chinese people’s bloody 
struggle during their War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression.

The statement also noted that this year 
marks the 80th anniversary of the Victory in the 
Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War, quoting Sam as pledging that 

the Macau government will, in tandem with 
the nation’s commemorative arrangements, 
ensure the good organisation of its various 
commemorative activities to be held under the 
guiding principles of “Remembering History, 
Honouring Martyrs, Cherishing Peace, and 
Creating a Great Future”, aiming to educate 
residents, particularly the younger generation, 
about the significance of the victory in the war 
of resistance and the great spirit of patriotism.

Continued on p.5

Sam visits Nanjing Massacre Memorial Hall 
to mourn victims of Japanese aggression

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai (left) meets with Communist Party of China (CPC) Jiangsu Provincial 
Committee Secretary Xin Changxing at Xikang Hotel in Nanjing yesterday.    – Photo: GCS

Members of the Chinese Members of the Chinese 
Militia take part in a training Militia take part in a training 
session for the upcoming session for the upcoming 
V-Day military parade V-Day military parade 
in Beijing last Tuesday. in Beijing last Tuesday. 
Participants are busy Participants are busy 
preparing for the upcoming preparing for the upcoming 
V-Day military parade V-Day military parade 
scheduled for September 3 scheduled for September 3 
in Tian’anmen Square to in Tian’anmen Square to 
mark the 80mark the 80thth anniversary of  anniversary of 
the Victory in the Chinese the Victory in the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance People’s War of Resistance 
Against Japanese Against Japanese 
Aggression and the World Aggression and the World 
Anti-Fascist War.      – Xinhua Anti-Fascist War.      – Xinhua 

BEIJING – President Xi Jinping will attend 
today a grand gathering in Lhasa, capital of 
Xizang Autonomous Region, in celebration of the 
region’s 60th founding anniversary.

The event to be attended by Xi, also general 
secretary of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, is scheduled to start at 10 a.m. 
and will be broadcast live by China Media Group 
and on Xinhuanet. (More on p.7) 

– Xinhua 

Xi to attend grand 
gathering to celebrate 

Xizang Autonomous 
Region’s 60th founding 

anniversary
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v  Macau  Weather
CLOUDY APART FROM SUNNY 
PERIODS. 
ONE OR TWO SHOWERS. 
FORCE 3 TO 4 SOUTHERLY 
WINDS. 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY WILL 
RANGE BETWEEN 65% AND 95%.

27ºC~32ºC
Source: SMG
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Armindo Neves
Zhuhai Customs announced in a 

statement yesterday that its officers 
have seized 720,200 cigarettes from 
an outbound lorry.

According to the statement, late 
on July 31, Zhuhai customs officers 
at the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge Zhuhai checkpoint outbound 
freight inspection site discovered an 

anomaly while inspecting a lorry.
A follow-up inspection revealed 

3,601 cartons containing 720,200 
cigarettes concealed in insulated 
foam and brown cardboard boxes, 
wrapped in woven plastic bags.

Gongbei Customs reminded 
the public that tobacco products 
are restricted items for entry into 
the Chinese mainland. According 

Gongbei Customs seizes 720,200 
cigarettes at HKZM Bridge 

This undated handout photo provided by Zhuhai Gongbei Customs shows 3,601 
cartons totalling 720,200 cigarettes seized by customs officers at the Zhuhai 
checkpoint of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge on July 31.

This undated handout provided by the Pharmaceutical Supervision and Administration 
Bureau (ISAF) yesterday shows around 3,000 boxes of medicines discovered at a 
mobile parallel trading den in Macau peninsula’s northern district on Monday.

Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) arrested 

a man from the mainland on Tuesday 
for usury and falsely imprisoning a 
gambler, PJ spokesman Leng Kam 
Lon said during a special press 
conference yesterday.

Leng identified the suspect as a 
44-year-old businessman surnamed 
Huang.

According to Leng, the police 
received a report from a mainland 
woman on April 25 that she had 
been held against her will in a 
flat in the peninsula’s San Kio 
neighbourhood due to unpaid debts 
from high-interest gambling loans.

According to the victim’s 
statement to the police, in the early 

hours of April 25, she met Huang, 
as well as other accomplices who 
were still at large at the time of 
the press conference. The victim 
borrowed HK$50,000 from them, 
with HK$5,000 deducted as initial 
“interest”, 20 percent of the bets 
of each winning round to be taken 
as additional “interest”. She also 
signed an IOU.

Huang handed over HK$45,000 
in chips and accompanied the 
victim to gamble in a casino in 
Nape. Meanwhile, Huang collected 
“interest” and handed over the 
“interest” to his accomplices. After 
the victim gambled away all the 
borrowed money, she was taken to 
the flat by Huang and at least three 

accomplices, where she was held 
against her will. The victim later 
took the opportunity to escape from 
the flat and reported the case to the 
police.

Leng noted that the Public 
Security Police (PSP) intercepted 
Huang on Tuesday for overstaying 
in Macau.

Lei said that the victim was 
charged HK$30,000 in “interest” 
and was held for six hours. Under 
questioning, Huang admitted the 
crime, claiming that he had received 
HK$500 as “remuneration”.

Huang was transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
yesterday, facing charges of false 
imprisonment and usury. 

Police nab loan shark for falsely imprisoning gambler

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded usury suspect to a PJ van outside 
the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.               – Photo: Ada Lei

Ada Lei
A man and two women from 

the mainland were arrested on 
Tuesday for “cross-hand” fraud, 
Judiciary Police (PJ) spokesman 
Leng Kam Lon said during a 
special press conference yesterday.

Leng identified the trio as a 
40-year-old male surnamed Xia, 
a 36-year-old female surnamed 
Huang, and a 56-year-old female 
surnamed Lei, who all claimed to 
be jobless.

According to Leng, the police 
recently discovered a fraudulent 
scheme known as “cross-hand” 
fraud. Leng explained that 
this tactic involves a group of 
scammers targeting gamblers in 
casinos.

The modus operandi proceeds 
as follows: scammers initiate 
conversations under false 
pretences to gain the victim’s 
trust, after which they offer 
“assistance” with betting. One of 
the scammers then intentionally 
blocks the victim’s view during 
the betting process, seizing the 
opportunity for their accomplice 
to steal chips. They then falsely 
claim that they placed the bet 
on the victim’s behalf but lost, 
completing the scam.

Leng noted that on Tuesday 
afternoon, PJ officers on patrol 
in a casino in Cotai witnessed the 
three suspects interacting with a 
male gambler from the mainland 
at a baccarat table. Leng said that 

the suspects had met the gambler 
earlier that day. Huang and Xia 
approached him, asserting that 
they could place bets on his 
behalf, and persuaded him to 
hand over HK$2,000 in chips. 
As Huang attempted to place the 
bet, Xia and Lei stood up to block 
the victim’s view, preventing him 
from verifying whether the bet 
was actually placed. Instead of 
placing the bet, Huang stole the 
chips. After the round ended, they 
falsely claimed that the bet had 
failed, successfully defrauding 
the victim. PJ officers caught 
them red handed, at which point 
the victim finally realised he had 
been scammed.

The police discovered that 
since mid-July, Huang, Lei, and 
Xia had committed at least five 
similar offences, with each victim 
suffering losses ranging between 
HK$1,000 and HK$3,000, 
totalling HK$10,000, which was 
divided equally between the three 
suspects.

The police seized a mobile 
phone, HK$26,500 in chips, and 
HK$53,000 in cash from Huang; 
a mobile phone, HK$27,600 
in chips, and HK$600 in cash 
from Lei; and a mobile phone, 
HK$34,000 in chips, and 
HK$6,000 in cash from Xia.

The suspects were transferred 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) yesterday, each facing a 
charge of fraud. 

Police bust 3 mainlanders 
for ‘cross-hand’ fraud

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the three hooded fraud suspects to a PJ 
van outside the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.   – Photo: Ada Lei

to relevant regulations, frequent 
border crossers (those entering the 
mainland more than once within 
15 days) are allowed a duty-
free allowance of 40 cigarettes 
(including heated cigarettes), or two 
cigars, or 40 grams of pipe tobacco 
each time they enter the mainland.

Macau Customs seizes 
3,000 boxes of medicines

Meanwhile, the Pharmaceutical 
Supervision and Administration 
Bureau (ISAF) announced in a 
statement yesterday that its officials, 
together with Macau Customs 
Service officers, busted a mobile 
parallel-trading den, seizing around 
3,000 boxes of medicines.

On Monday, according to the 
statement, ISAF officials and 
customs officers discovered that a 
van in the car park of an industrial 
building in the peninsula’s northern 
district was being used for storage 
and as a mobile parallel trading den 
for illegally imported products.

The about 3,000 boxes of various 
kinds of medicine were seized from 
the vehicle, including painkillers, 
erectile dysfunction medication, 
and oral or topical proprietary 
Chinese medicines. Among these 
were products that had not been 
registered or approved for import 
by ISAF. The person in charge of 
the trading company associated 
with the van is suspected of illegally 
importing and supplying unregistered 
pharmaceuticals, proprietary Chinese 
medicines, and natural remedies.

The bureau has initiated an 
investigation in accordance with 
the law, and the Macau Customs 
Service is also investigating the 
trading company for violating 
import regulations.

In the statement, the pharma 
bureau reminded the public that 
according to relevant laws and 
regulations, only premises licensed 
by it are authorised to store and 
supply medicines. Furthermore, the 
import of pharmaceuticals requires 
prior approval and an import licence 
issued by the bureau. Violators may 
be subject to a maximum fine of 
700,000 patacas, and severe cases 
may result in criminal liability. 
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Armindo Neves
The three-day job fair titled “Large-

Scale Recruitment Session for Employment 
Promotion” started at Macau Forum in 
Zape yesterday, offering 1,400 vacancies to 
applicants.

The job fair is hosted by the Labour Affairs 
Bureau (DSAL). Its director, Chan Un Tong, 
said in a speech during the opening ceremony 
that the government prioritises residents’ 
employment needs, having established an 
“Employment Promotion Coordination 
Working Group” in May to collect job 
vacancies and organise matching sessions 
through cross-departmental collaboration.

Chan said that in July the government 
partnered with the Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ) in hosting 
two youth job-matching events, successfully 
assisting 163 individuals in securing 
employment.

According to a DSAL statement yesterday, 
the ongoing job fair also includes career 
guidance workshops and seminars to provide 
comprehensive employment support and 
foster economic vitality.

DSAL Employment Department Chief Lei 
Lai Keng told reporters that the job fair has 
received 1,300 registrations from job seekers 
across various age groups, adding that the 

overall process was “proceeding smoothly”. 
From January to July this year, a cumulative 
total of 6,344 successful job placements 
were made. She said that the bureau would 
continue helping residents find suitable 
career development opportunities through 
large-scale matching events and by routinely 
providing a raft of employment support 
measures.

Bank of China (BOC) Human Resources 
Department Vice President Lei Leng told 
reporters that the state-owned lender offers both 
frontline and technology positions, placing 
a strong emphasis on candidates’ positive 
attitude and service-orientated mindset. The 
bank provides comprehensive onboard training 
to help new employees adapt quickly to the 
workplace. She said job-seekers should search 
for information about their potential employer 
before their job interview so that they can 
confidently showcase their skills and strengths.

A 21-year-old job-seeker surnamed 
Cheang who told the Post that he had recently 
returned to Macau after graduating from a 
junior college in the Chinese mainland was 
now looking for a job. Cheang said he hoped 
to find a kitchen helper position through 
the job fair. He said he expected a salary of 
around 13,000 patacas a month and described 
the local job market as “reasonably good”. 

DSAL job fair o!ers 1,400 vacancies

Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) Director Chan Un Tong (centre), Macau Federation of Trade Unions (MFTU 
– customarily known as Gung Luen) President Lee Chong Cheng (second from left), Macau Association 
of Banks (ABM) Chairman Ip Sio Kai from the Bank of China Macau Branch (second from right) and other 
representatives cut the ribbon at yesterday’s opening ceremony of the “Large-Scale Recruitment Session 
for Employment Promotion” job fair at Macau Forum in Zape.         – Photo: Armindo Neves

Khalel Vallo
The Sports Bureau (ID) announced 

yesterday at a press conference that the 
“3x3 Greater Bay Area (GBA) Tour 2025” 
will be held across five cities, with the 
finals to be staged in Macau from October 
23-26 at the Ruins of St. Paul’s and Wynn 
Palace in Cotai. 

The competition is co-organised 
by the Sports Bureau and Macau Star 
Entertainment Company, in conjunction 
with the Macau-China Basketball 
Association, Chaiioi Sports Company 
Limited, and Zhuixing Entertainment 
(Zhuhai Hengqin) Company Limited. 
Wynn Resorts provides one of the venues. 

The tournament will run from late 
August to late  October, with competitions 
in Shenzhen, Huizhou Guangzhou, 
Hengqin and Macau. The Macau finals will 
feature both men’s and women’s teams, 
competing for cash prizes and gifts valued 
at more than 700,000 patacas.

At the press conference, ID President 
Luís Gomes was joined by Lou Kit Long, 
CEO of Macau Star Entertainment, Wu 
Chong Fai, President of the Macau-China 
Basketball Association; Craig Fullalove, 
CFO & CAO of Wynn Resorts, along 
with members of the Sports Council, and 
other guests.

In his speech, Gomes noted the 
importance of the tournament for sports 
integration in the region.

“The 3x3 Greater Bay Area Tour 2025 
will once again be held this year, promoting 
exchanges between the cities of the Greater 
Bay Area through sports, jointly creating a 
sports tourism brand in the region,” Gomes 
said, adding that holding the finals in 
Macau would help “create a strong three-
on-three basketball atmosphere, further 
stimulating the passion for basketball 
and allowing everyone to feel the lively 
atmosphere of sports events.”

Registration for the first stage opened 
yesterday, with matches slated for August 
30 and 31. Registration for the 32 men’s and 
the 24 women’s teams in the finals begins on 
October 10. Interested teams may register 
through www.macao3x3basketball.com, 
with spots allocated on a first-come, first-
served basis, the statement said.

With the matches spanning five cities 
and the finals to be held in front of Macau’s 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed St Paul’s 
Ruins and at Wynn Palace in Cotai, the 
3x3 Greater Bay Area Tour 2025 aims to 
strengthen sports exchange, foster regional 
cooperation, and highlight Macau’s role in 
promoting sports tourism within the GBA, 
the statement concluded. 

3x3 Greater Bay Area Tour 2025 "nals 
to take place in Macau in October 

CEO of Macau Star 
Entertainment Lou 
Kit Long (left), ID 
President Luís Gomes 
(centre) and Macau-
China Basketball 
Association President 
Wu Chong Fai pose 
on the sidelines of 
yesterday’s “3x3 
Greater Bay Area 
Tour 2025” press 
conference at the 
Sports Bureau in Zape. 
– Photo: Armindo 
Neves

Rui Pastorin
The 12th Oxfam TowerRun is scheduled to 

be held on October 19, with organisers hoping 
to raise more funds to support Oxfam’s 
poverty alleviation projects for left-behind 
children, increase the number of participants 
and promote health. 

Speaking with English-language media 
after a press conference held at the Macau 
Tower Convention and Entertainment Centre, 
Oxfam Hong Kong Acting Director General 
Henry Tang (鄧智輝) told the Post that last 
year’s run saw “very good results”, which 
raised around half a million patacas. This 
year, they hope to raise more, again in support 
of Oxfam’s poverty alleviation projects, 
including the education and well-being of 
left-behind children in the Chinese mainland, 
all under the theme “Every Mind Counts. 
Every Step Transform Lives”.

Tang told the Post that the tower run 
serves a dual purpose, being more than a 
sporting event, but also one that comes from a 
philanthropy perspective. Tang said he hoped 
that runners could not only step up and aim 
for good results, but also contribute towards 
raising funds for left-behind children in rural 
areas of the Chinese mainland. 

Beyond raising funds, the tower run, 
which is also supported by the organisers of 

the upcoming National Games co-hosted by 
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau, is hoped 
to promote physical and mental health, Tang 
said, as well as see increased participation, 
noting that it is a meaningful event for the 
public that will also help many children. 

The internationally recognised annual 
flagship fundraising event has the Individual 
Challenge featuring 61 levels (1,298 steps); 

Individual Challenge, a Half Race of 31 
levels; the Team Challenge, a relay for teams 
of four of 61 levels; and the Leaders Run for 
seven levels.

Continuing to serve as event ambassadors 
for this year’s tower run are local trail 
runner Vivi Cheung (張盈) and 2024 World 
Champion Soh Wai Ching, according to 
yesterday’s press conference.

Soh, a professional Malaysian athlete 
specialising in tower runs and ranking World 
No. 2, told the Post during yesterday’s 
interview with English-speaking media that 
he has taken part in the tower run in the city 
around four times since 2019 and hopes that 
there will be opportunities for more tower 
runs in Macau, a place that he enjoys visiting. 

Soh also highlighted the event’s purpose 
and significance, as well as how it resonates 
with him, saying that it is “linked to” his life. 
The youngest of four siblings, Soh said that 
his mum took care of all of them, highlighting 
the difficulties: “It’s kind of challenge, you 
know, living all by ourselves at home”. 

Soh noted the event’s aim for left-behind 
children as well as how the initiative can help 
their parents, including new ones, facing 
challenges, adding: “The initiative is good 
because you support them [parents]” in taking 
care of and looking after their kids in addition 
to reducing a family’s burdens. 

He went on to highlight Oxfam’s efforts in 
providing education, upskilling the kids and 
helping them learn more skills, all this being 
very meaningful. He also told reporters that he 
hopes more people can join the event this year.

Registration for the run is open until 
September 26, with more details available on 
http://www.oxfam.org.hk/towerrun. 

12th Oxfam TowerRun slated for Oct 19, registration starts 

2024 World Champion Soh Wai Ching ( front, 5th from right), local trail runner Vivi Cheung (front, 6th from 
right) and Oxfam Hong Kong Acting Director General Henry Tang (front, 7th from right) pose with guests and 
representatives attending yesterday’s press conference for the 12th Oxfam TowerRun.   – Photo: Rui Pastorin
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Khalel Vallo
The opening ceremony for the “Those Who W to Speak to Us” joint 

exhibition by Portuguese artists Carla Castiajo and Susana Gaudêncio was 

held yesterday at the Albergue SCM gallery in S. Lázaro district

Organised by the Círculo dos Amigos da Cultura de Macau (“Circle 

of the Friends of Macau’s Culture”), the exhibition has brought together 

two artists who each engage with contemporary culture in unique ways, 

with Castiajo by transforming human hair into a medium of artistic and 

cultural tension, and Gaudêncio, by examining utopia, heterotopia, and 

strangeness as frameworks for reflection, according to a recent statement 
by the Círculo dos Amigos da Cultura de Macau (“Circle of the Friends of 

Macau’s Culture”).

The statement underlines that Castiajo, born in 1974, is internationally 

recognised for her distinctive use of human hair in jewellery and 

installations, creating what she describes as “a tension between attraction 

and repulsion.” Her past works, including the Compulsive Collection at 

Casa A. Molder Gallery in Lisbon, have delved into themes of eroticism, 

symbolism, and the body.

Castiajo attended yesterday evening’s opening ceremony. 

The exhibition, according to the statement, also features works by 

Gaudêncio, born in 1977, who is an assistant professor at Portugal’s 

University of Minho, and whose research focuses on what she defines as 
“the utopian impulse in contemporary art”. 

Gaudêncio was unable to attend the ceremony. 

The statement noted that her solo and group exhibitions have taken 

place at major cultural institutions, including the National Museum of 

Contemporary Art in Lisbon and the Liverpool Biennial, highlighting her 

ongoing engagement with the ideas of utopia, dystopia, and strangeness.

The exhibition will run until September 30. It is open from Tuesday to 

Sunday from 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. (and from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Mondays), 

with free admission.

Carla Castiajo poses with one of her artworks on the sidelines of 
yesterday’s opening ceremony of the “Those Who Wish to Speak to 
Us” exhibition at the Albergue SCM gallery – Photos: Khalel Vallo

‘Those Who Wish 
to Speak to Us’ 
exhibition opens 
at Albergue SCM 
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Rui Pastorin
The Commerce and Investment 

Promotion Institute (IPIM) said in 
a statement yesterday that 10 local 
enterprises participated in the “35th 
HKTDC Food Expo”, where they 
were able to avail themselves of 
business opportunities.

The expo took place at the Hong 
Kong Convention and Exhibition 
Centre from August 14-18 and was 
hosted by the Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council.

According to the statement, 
IPIM and the Industrial Association 
of Macau arranged for the Macau 
enterprises to participate in the event, 
where a Macao Pavilion was set up. 
The pavilion saw “robust” sales 
while exhibition results “exceeded 
expectations”, the statement said.

The statement added that nearly 
100 “Made in Macao” and “Macao 
Brand” products were showcased at 
the pavilion, with halal food gathering 
“significant interest” from buyers, 
while M-Mark certified health 
products served as a “credibility 
guarantee” for Macau goods. New 
product unveilings and supporting 

activities were also held there.
The statement added that Macau 

enterprises reached procurement 
agreements with companies from the 
mainland and Hong Kong, signing 
three letters of intent for co-operation 
involving contract manufacturing, 
new product collaboration, and 
supply agreements.

The statement noted that six 
promotional exchange activities were 
conducted along with 236 business 
matching sessions in various areas.

Moreover, during the expo, 
professional buyers from Hong 
Kong and the mainland visited the 
pavilion for discussions with local 
exhibitors and explored cooperation 
in different areas. It was also visited 
by Zhang Shuguang, vice-governor 
of  Anhui Province; Bernard 
Chan Pak-li, undersecretary 
for Commerce and Economic 
Development of Hong Kong; 
and HKTDC Executive Director 
Margaret Fong Shun Man. 

This undated handout photo provided by the Commerce and Investment Promotion 

Institute (IPIM) shows exhibitiongoers walking near the Macao Pavilion at the 

“35th HKTDC Food Expo” at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre.

10 local enterprises showcase products 
at 35th HKTDC Food Expo in HK 

Tony Wong
The government announced 

yesterday that it will extend the 
implementation of its ongoing 
scheme subsidising eligible 
employers’ payments for14 days of 
maternity leave for one more year.

Secretary for Administration 
and Justice André Cheong Weng 
Chon and Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL) Director Chan Un Tong 
made the announcement during a 
press conference at Government 
Headquarters yesterday. Cheong 
is also the spokesman for the 
government’s top advisory 
Executive Council.

The subsidy scheme was 
initially to cover female employees 
giving birth on or before December 
31 this year. After the extension 
for another 12 months, which was 
announced yesterday, the scheme 
will now cover employees giving 
birth on or before December 31 
next year.

Cheong said yesterday that the 
government’s decision to extend 
the implementation of the subsidy 
scheme for one more year was 
part of the government’s ongoing 
policy of encouraging childbirth, 
also aiming to continue fostering 
harmonious labour relations.

Macau’s number of days for 
statutory paid maternity leave in 
the private sector was raised to 70 
days from the previous 56 days on 
May 26, 2020 when the amended 
version of the Labour Relations 
Law took effect.

The Labour Relations Law 
regulates the private sector’s 
employment. The public sector has 
its own employment regulations 
that are much more generous than 
those of its private counterpart.

With the aim of helping 
employers gradually adapt to 
the increased number of days for 
statutory paid maternity leave, 
a three-year transition period 
commenced when the law’s 
amended version took effect, 
during which the respective 
employers could apply to the 
government for a subsidy of up to 
14 days of maternity leave so that 
they were only required to pay at 
least 56 days of leave out of the 70 

days, while the remaining up to 14 
days were paid by the government.

The three-year transition 
period covered employees giving 
birth between May 26, 2020 
(when the Labour Relations Law’s 
amended version took effect) and 
May 25, 2023.

After the three-year transition 
period ended in May 2023, 
the government reviewed the 
subsidy’s implementation with 
the aim of determining whether 
to continue it, after which the 
government announced in June last 
year that it had decided to launch 
the maternity-leave subsidy again.

In October last year, the 
government announced the launch of 
a new round of the 14-day maternity 
subsidy, which is being implemented.

The ongoing round of the 
subsidy, which was launched in 
October last year, continues to be 
a provisional one, retroactively 
covering employees giving birth 
between May 26, 2023 and 
December 31, 2025, i.e., covering 
a period lasting about two years 
and seven months.

After the extension which 
was announced yesterday, the 
subsidy scheme will now cover 
employees giving birth on or 
before December 31, 2026.

Under the scheme, eligible 
employers must pay mothers the 
whole 70-day maternity period 
first before filing an application 
to the Labour Affairs Bureau to 
receive a subsidy of 14 days of 
maternity leave.

The respective employers 
are required to submit their 
applications within 150 days of 
the mother giving birth.

The subsidy only applies to 
local female employees, because 
of which the employer of a mother 
who is a non-resident worker 
(NRW) still needs to pay the whole 
70-day maternity period.

Certain groups of employers 
are ineligible to receive the 14-day 
maternity subsidy, namely publicly-
funded companies, gaming and 
junket operators, kindergartens, 
schools, and higher education 
institutions, as well as all companies 
employing over 100 staff each. 

Secretary for Administration and Justice André Cheong Weng Chon (right) and 

Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) Director Chan Un Tong look on during yesterday’s 

Executive Council press conference at Government Headquarters.   

      – Photo: Tony Wong

Govt’s subsidy for 
employers’ payments of 

14-day maternity leave to 
be extended for 1 year

Sam visits Nanjing Massacre Memorial Hall 
to mourn victims of Japanese aggression

Continued from p.1
The Memorial Hall of the 

Victims in Nanjing Massacre by 
Japanese Invaders opened to the 
public on August 15, 1985, the 40th 
anniversary of Japan’s surrender in 
World War II. Since its opening, 
it has undergone expansion and 
renovation a number of times.

The Nanjing Massacre took 
place after Japanese troops captured 
the city on December 13, 1937. The 
Japanese invaders cruelly slayed 
approximately 300,000 Chinese 
civilians and unarmed soldiers in 
over six weeks in one of the most 
barbaric episodes of World War II.

In February 2014, the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress (NPC) designated 
December 13 as the National 
Memorial Day for the Victims of 
the Nanjing Massacre. At that time, 
the NPC Standing Committee also 
designated September 3 as the 
Victory Day of the Chinese People’s 
War of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression, to commemorate the 
signing of the Japanese Instrument 
of Surrender on September 2, 1945.

To mark the 80th anniversary of 
the Victory in the Chinese People’s 
War of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist 
War, the nation will hold a grand military 
parade in Beijing on September 3.

Sam stresses potential for 
Jiangsu-Macau high-tech 
cooperation

Meanwhile, according to a separate 
GCS statement, Sam yesterday met 
with Communist Party of China 
(CPC) Jiangsu Provincial Committee 
Secretary Xin Changxing, where 
they exchanged views on deepening 

cooperation between Jiangsu and 
Macau across various sectors.

During yesterday’s meeting, 
according to the statement, Sam 
expressed his gratitude to Jiangsu 
for its long-standing support for 
Macau’s sustainable development 
and its efforts to advance Jiangsu-
Macau collaboration. Sam noted that 
the two places have built a robust 
partnership over the years, seizing 
new opportunities and achieving 
tangible outcomes while serving the 
nation’s overall development. This 
progress has laid a stronger foundation 
for further cooperation, fostering 
a complementary and mutually-
beneficial relationship, Sam said.

Sam said he expects the two 
sides to chart a future path for 
Jiangsu-Macau collaboration, par-
ticularly in Macau’s four new key 
industries, which are expected to 
create broader opportunities. Sam 
also said he expects enterprises in 
Jiangsu to invest in Macau and 
research institutions in the province 
to establish a presence in Macau.

During the meeting, according 
to the statement, Sam highlighted 
potential areas for enhancing Jiangsu-
Macau collaboration, including 
technological innovation, traditional 
Chinese medicine, cultural tourism, 
conventions and exhibitions, and 
the cultivation of talent. Sam 
also underlined the importance 
of leveraging Jiangsu’s advanced 
expertise in research and development 
and its commercialisation, saying 
that it will help boost Macau’s high-
tech industries while creating new 
opportunities for Jiangsu.

Sam said that by making further 
use of their respective potential, 
the two places can jointly make 

greater contributions to the nation’s 
scientific and technological 
advancement. Sam also pledged that 
Macau will continue to leverage its 
unique role as a platform connecting 
Portuguese-speaking countries 
so as to continuously enrich its 
positioning as “One Centre, One 
Platform, One Base”*, with the aim 
of injecting new impetus into high-
quality Jiangsu-Macau cooperation.

Meanwhile, after their meeting, 
Sam and Xin witnessed the signing of 
a cooperation agreement on promoting 
i n d u s t r y - a c a d e m i a - r e s e a r c h 
collaboration between the Jiangsu 
Provincial Department of Education 
and the Macau Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ).

According to the statement, the 
agreement aims to deepen integrated 
development in “education-
technology-talent” by making use 
of complementary strengths in the 
areas of educational resources, 
commercialisation of research results, 
and service platforms, in order to 
advance bilateral cooperation. 

*The phrase “One Centre, One 
Platform, One Base” is the official 
strategic positioning for Macau. It 
serves as a blueprint for Macau’s 
economic diversification and its 
role within the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) project. “One Centre” refers 
to Macau role as a World Centre 
for Tourism and Leisure. “One 
Platform” denotes Macau role as a 
Commercial and Trade Cooperation 
Service Platform between China and 
Portuguese-Speaking Countries. 
“One Base” refers to Macau’s 
role as a Base for Exchange and 
Cooperation where Chinese Culture 
is the Mainstream and Diverse 
Cultures Coexist. – DeepSeek 
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KABUL – Foreign Minister Wang Yi met in 

Kabul yesterday with Afghan Foreign Minister 

Amir Khan Muttaqi.

Wang, also a member of the Political Bureau of 

the Communist Party of China Central Committee, 

said that as a neighbor and partner, China 

congratulates Afghanistan on new achievements 

it has made in national development.

China pursues a policy of friendship toward 

all the Afghan people and has always been 

at the forefront among major countries and 

neighboring countries in developing relations 

with Afghanistan, Wang said.

He noted that China will continue to support 

the Afghan government in governing steadily, 

focusing on development, resolutely fighting 
terrorism, promoting good-neighborliness and 

friendship, and achieving lasting stability.

It is hoped that Afghanistan will continue 

to make every effort to crack down on the East 

Turkestan Islamic Movement, so as to remove 

obstacles and inject impetus into the further 

development of bilateral relations, Wang said.

He added that China is ready to work together 

with Afghanistan to carry forward friendship, 

deepen political mutual trust, and strengthen 

cooperation in the economy, trade, agriculture, 

poverty reduction, water conservancy, 

connectivity, and people-to-people exchanges.

Muttaqi expressed gratitude to China for its 

valuable support to Afghanistan in opposing 

external interference, and praised China’s 

important contribution to safeguarding regional 

peace and development.

Friendship with China is the cornerstone 

of Afghanistan’s foreign policy, Muttaqi 

said, noting that Afghanistan attaches great 

importance to China’s security concerns and will 

never allow anyone or any force to use Afghan 

territory to engage in activities harmful to China.

Afghanistan is ready to strengthen security 

and counter-terrorism cooperation with China 

to jointly safeguard lasting peace and stability in 

the region, Muttaqi added.       – Xinhua

NEW DELHI – Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi, also a member of the Political 

Bureau of the Communist Party of China 

(CPC) Central Committee, held talks with 

his Indian counterpart Subrahmanyam 

Jaishankar here on Monday. 

The two sides had positive, 

constructive, and forward-looking 

discussions on bilateral, regional, 

and international issues of common 

interest, and agreed on the following 

understandings and outcomes.

First, both sides emphasized that 

the strategic guidance of the leaders of 

the two countries plays a crucial and 

irreplaceable role in the development of 

China-India relations. They agreed that a 

stable, cooperative, and forward-looking 

bilateral relationship is in their mutual 

interest to realize their development 

potential fully. They further agreed that 

both sides should earnestly implement 

the important common understandings 

reached between the two leaders and 

promote the sustained, sound and steady 

development of China-India relations.

Second, the Chinese side welcomed 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

attendance at the upcoming Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit 

in Tianjin, China. The Indian side 

reaffirmed its full support to the Chinese 
SCO presidency, and looked forward to 

a successful SCO summit with fruitful 

outcomes.

Third, both sides agreed to support 

each other in hosting successful 

diplomatic events. The Chinese side will 

support India in hosting the 2026 BRICS 

summit. The Indian side will support 

China in hosting the 2027 BRICS summit.

Fourth, both sides agreed to explore the 

resumption of various intergovernmental 

bilateral dialogue and exchange 

mechanisms to strengthen cooperation, 

address each other’s concerns, and 

properly manage differences, including 

holding the Third Meeting of the China-

India High-level Mechanism on People-

to-People Exchanges in India in 2026.

Fifth, both sides agreed to continue 

supporting each other in holding events 

in 2025 to mark the 75th anniversary of 

the establishment of diplomatic relations 

between China and India.

Sixth, both sides agreed to resume 

direct flights between the Chinese 
mainland and India at the earliest and 

finalize an updated air services agreement. 
Both sides also agreed on the facilitation 

of visas to tourists, businesses, media, 

and other visitors in both directions.

Seventh, both sides agreed to continue 

and further expand the scale of Indian 

pilgrimage to the sacred mountains and 

lakes in China’s Xizang Autonomous 

Region in 2026.

Eighth, both sides agreed to facilitate 

trade and investment flows between the 
two countries through concrete measures.

Ninth, both sides agreed to jointly 

maintain peace and tranquility in 

the border areas through friendly 

consultations.

Tenth, both sides agreed to 

promote multilateralism, strengthen 

communication on major international 

and regional issues, maintain a rules-

based multilateral trading system with 

the WTO at its core, and promote a multi-

polar world that safeguards the interests 

of developing countries.              – Xinhua

Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi (front, 
left), also a 
member of 
the Political 
Bureau of the 
Communist 
Party of 
China Central 
Committee, 
meets with 
Afghan Foreign 
Minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi 
(front, right) in 
Kabul yesterday.         
             – Xinhua 

Wang Yi meets with Afghan 
counterpart on ties

China-India foreign ministers’ 
meeting achieves 10 outcomes

Ada Lei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 

apprehended a “body packer”* from 

the west African Republic of Sierra 

Leone on Sunday, seizing a total of 941 

grams of cocaine that he had concealed 

inside his body, PJ spokesman Leng 

Kam Lon said during a special press 

conference yesterday.

The on-duty supervisor of the 

PJ Narcotics Division, Lei Hon Nei, 

identified the suspect as a 44-year-
old male surnamed Barry who told 

police that he was a businessman.

According to Lei, based on 

intelligence, the Judiciary Police 

(PJ) identified Barry as a suspected 
drug courier arriving in Macau 

on a flight from Thailand on 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. After Barry 

entered Macau, police officers 
subjected him to an X-ray body 

scan, which revealed the presence 

of foreign objects inside his body. 

The police then called an ambulance 

to transport him to a hospital for 

further examination. Lei said that 

medical assessments and additional 

X-ray scans confirmed the presence 
of internally concealed objects, after 

which Barry was kept in the hospital 

for observation.

Lei noted that by around 6:30 p.m. 

that same evening, Barry had initially 

excreted 22 egg-shaped capsule-

like objects containing a powdery 

substance, commonly referred to 

as “drug pellets”, Lei said. From 

Sunday to Tuesday, Barry excreted 

an additional 34 pellets, totalling 

56. The police later confirmed that 
the powder inside the pellets was 

cocaine.

Lei added that Barry was 

recruited by a drug trafficking 
gang in his home country. Under 

questioning, Barry admitted to 

trafficking drugs by ingesting drug 

pellets after receiving an initial 

payment of US$1,000 (8,000 

patacas). He told police that he 

flew to Macau via a connecting 
flight from Thailand, and the gang 
had pre-booked a hotel guestroom 

for him in the city centre, where 

he would expel the drug pellets 

for trafficking to nearby countries, 
revealing that he was promised 

by the gang he would receive an 

additional US$3,000 afterwards.

The police seized a total of 941 

grams of cocaine, with an estimated 

street value of 1.8 million patacas, 

along with US$840 in cash from Barry.

Barry was transferred to the 

Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
yesterday, facing a charge of drug 

trafficking. 
* So-called “body packers” are 

drug traffickers who swallow multiple 
small, tightly wrapped packets 
of drugs (like cocaine or heroin). 
They then travel and later retrieve 
the packets from their stool after 

arriving at their destination. This is 
extremely dangerous, as a packet can 
rupture internally, causing a fatal 
overdose. “Body packers” are one of 
the several types of so-called “drug 
mules”, i.e., low-level operatives in 
a drug trafficking organisation. Their 
primary job is transportation, not 
the production, financing, or high-
level distribution of the drugs. They 
are considered expendable by the 
criminal organisations that recruit 
them. – DeepSeek

Judiciary Police (PJ) officers escort the hooded “body packer” to a PJ van outside 
the PJ headquarters in Zape yesterday.                – Photo: Ada Lei

This undated handout photo provided by the Judiciary Police (PJ) displays the 56 
drug pellets that had been hidden inside the drug mule’s body, along with US$840 in 
cash, a plane ticket and a mobile phone seized from the suspect, in a press room of 
the Judiciary Police (PJ) headquarters in Zape yesterday. 

Police nab Sierra Leonean ‘drug mule’ with 941 grams 
of cocaine hidden inside his body
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LHASA – President Xi Jinping yesterday 
urged the Xizang Autonomous Region to 
build a modern socialist new Xizang that is 
united, prosperous, civilized, harmonious and 
beautiful.

Xi, also general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, made the remarks 
after listening to work reports from the CPC 
Xizang regional committee and the regional 
government.

He emphasized that Xizang should 
steadily advance high-quality development 
and continue to make solid efforts on the four 
main tasks of ensuring stability, facilitating 
development, protecting the eco-environment, 
and strengthening the borders.

Xi noted that since the establishment of 
the Xizang Autonomous Region 60 years 
ago, its economic and social development 
has achieved remarkable progress, leading to 
profound changes in the plateau region.

Governing Xizang, ensuring its stability 
and promoting its prosperity must begin with 
maintaining political and social stability, ethnic 
unity and amity among different religions, Xi 
said, calling for further advancing the building 
of a community for the Chinese nation.

Xi emphasized the need to promote two-
way exchanges in economy, culture, and 

personnel between Xizang and other parts 
of China, and to guide Tibetan Buddhism in 
adapting itself to socialist society.

He noted that Xizang needs to develop 
competitive plateau industries based on 
local conditions, with a particular focus on 
industries of agriculture and animal husbandry 
with local features, as well as the clean energy 
sector.

Xizang should advance major projects 
such as the hydropower project in the lower 
reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo River and 
the Sichuan-Xizang Railway project in a 
vigorous, orderly and effective manner, Xi 
said. He also called on the region to promote 
ecological conservation, and to make 
coordinated efforts to cut carbon emissions, 
reduce pollution, expand green development, 
and pursue economic growth, so as to protect 
“the roof of the world” and “the water tower 
of Asia.”

Moreover, he stressed the importance of 
upholding the CPC’s leadership over work 
related to Xizang.

Senior leaders including Wang Huning 
and Cai Qi attended the meeting.

Xi, who leads a central delegation, arrived 
in Lhasa, capital of Xizang, yesterday to 
attend activities in celebration of the region’s 
60th founding anniversary. He will attend a 
grand gathering in Lhasa today.         – Xinhua

LHASA – President Xi Jinping attended 
a gala marking the 60th founding anniversary 
of the Xizang Autonomous Region in the 
regional capital Lhasa yesterday evening

Xi, also general secretary of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee and 
chairman of the Central Military Commission, 
joined people of all ethnic groups in Xizang to 
watch the gala entitled “Joyful Songs of the 
Snowy Plateau Region.”

The gala was structured in three parts. 

The first part depicted the vibrant efforts in 
building a socialist new Xizang. The second 
part showcased the dynamism brought by 
reform and opening-up to the snowy plateau 
while the final part presented a prosperous 
and happy new Xizang.

Senior leaders including Wang Huning 
and Cai Qi also watched the gala.

Xi led a central delegation to arrive in 
Lhasa earlier yesterday for the anniversary 
celebration activities.   – Xinhua

Xi stresses building modern 
socialist new Xizang

Xi attends gala marking 60th 
founding anniversary of Xizang 

Autonomous Region

KABUL – Afghan Prime Minister 
Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund in 
Kabul yesterday met with visiting Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi, who is also a member 
of the Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee.

In the meeting, Akhund said the 
Chinese government and people have 
always held a friendly and positive attitude 
towards Afghanistan, and he thanked China 
for speaking up for Afghanistan on the 
international stage.

China is a force for justice in the 
world, consistently committed to friendly 
cooperation and mutual development with 
Afghanistan and other countries, said 
the prime minister. History has shown 
that those who attempt to interfere in the 
affairs of other nations will suffer the 
consequences, while countries that pursue 
friendly policies will succeed, Akhund said, 
noting that this is China’s unique strength.

Like China, Afghanistan adheres to the 
principle of non-interference in internal 
affairs and is willing to coexist amicably 
and cooperate with all nations. Over the 
past two decades, Afghanistan has endured 
the ravages of war and chaos, and some 
Western countries continue to maliciously 
smear its reputation, Akhund said.

The Afghan government will make 
every effort to resolve issues, promote 
development, and improve the livelihoods 
of its people, he said, stressing that it does 
not wish to and will not create trouble for 
other countries.

Afghanistan looks forward to 
strengthening cooperation with China to 
advance a positive and sustainable friendly 
relationship, and will never allow any 
force to use the Afghan territory to threaten 
China, standing firmly with China at all 
times, said the prime minister.

For his part, Wang said China and 
Afghanistan have maintained friendly 
relations for thousands of years. China 
has consistently adhered to the principle 
of non-interference in internal affairs, 
respecting the choice of the Afghan 
people, their cultural traditions, and the 
governance model established according 
to their national conditions. China supports 
Afghanistan in upholding its independence 
to achieve development and revitalization.

China has made the proposal to build 
a community with a shared future with its 
neighboring countries, and build a peaceful, 
safe and secure, prosperous, beautiful 
and amicable home together, and jointly 
promote modernization. Afghanistan is 
indispensable and should be an important 
partner in this process, Wang said.

Throughout history, the Chinese 
foreign minister said, imperialists, 
colonists, and hegemonists have all 
attempted to invade Afghanistan, but all 
have failed, and such schemes will not 
succeed in the future.

China has consistently advocated 
for the equality of all countries, big and 
small, and opposes the strong bullying the 
weak or the big oppressing the small. All 
countries should treat each other equally 
and cooperate for mutual benefit, Wang 
said.

The world should not see the rich 
getting richer while the poor get poorer; 
every country, including Afghanistan, 
has the right to achieve development and 
revitalization, he noted.

Wang pointed out that since the change 
of government in Afghanistan, the Chinese 
foreign minister has visited the country 
twice, which reflects China’s sincere wish 
to develop ties with Afghanistan and 
promote traditional friendship.

As a neighboring country of 
Afghanistan, China will continue to uphold 
justice, oppose unilateral bullying, and 
engage in cooperation in various fields 
with Afghanistan, Wang said, adding 
that strengthening security cooperation 
will provide the necessary guarantee for 
economic cooperation.

Noting that the East Turkestan Islamic 
Movement is a terrorist organization listed 
by the United Nations Security Council, 
Wang said China hopes Afghanistan will 
take its concerns seriously and intensify its 
efforts to combat the terrorist forces.

Wang expressed confidence that under 
the leadership of the Afghan government, 
Afghanistan will achieve greater 
development and better serve its people.

During his visit, Wang also held talks 
with the Afghan foreign minister and met 
with the Afghan minister of interior affairs.

– Xinhua

Afghan PM meets Wang Yi on ties

Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the Communist Party of China, President of the country, and Chairman of 
the Central Military Commission, waves upon arrival in Lhasa on a special plane with an official delegation 
from Beijing to attend the 60th anniversary celebration of the establishment of the Xizang Autonomous 
Region.                                     – Xinhua

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (right) shakes hands with visiting Foreign Minister Wang Yi, who 
is also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and 
director of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs, in New Delhi, India, on Tuesday.   
             – Xinhua 


